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BY DR. DAVID MARSHALL LANG 

Report of a lectur~ delivered to the Royal Central Asian Society on October 30, 
1957. Mr. C. A. P. Southwell, C.B.E.; M.C., in the chair. . . 

The CHAIRMAN: First, I should like to express the _a~olog1~s _of Sir Hugh Dow, 
who was to have taken the chair, and to say what a privilege It 1s for me to occupy 
the chair in his absence. 

1:'hose of us who have been into even part of the area of Georgia . are very o~ten 
horn~ed by th: lack of knowledge, even geographical, of these coun~nes. The obiect 
of this_ Society 1s to try to bring the facts to our members. We are 1_ndeed for~un~te 
t~day m having with us Dr. Lang, who is going to talk about Georgia. The title of 
his _address covers a rather wide field, embracing history as Well as present-day 
a:ffa1rs. As a member of the staff of the School of Oriental and African Studies in 
Lon_don, and following a diplomatic career in • Tabriz and Teheran, he is well 
equipped to speak about this area, on which he has also published a book.• 

fl an outsider and a newcomer to this distinguished Society, I must 
say that when I received the invitatio~ to come here today and 
address you, and when I saw the emment names that make · up 

your Officers and Council, I felt a certain trepidation. I became reassured, 
howeve'., when I got to the end of the literature that was sent to me and 
L r~ad 1~ a memorandum for the guidance of lecturers that, while the 
Society mcludes numerous experts on different parts of Asia, many 

· memb~rs are not well informed about particular countries. Should 
Georgia happen to be one of the particular countries about which some 
mem~rs of the audience may be particularly well informed, I hope that 
they will excuse the more or less elementary nature of some of the things 
that I want to say. 

The e~cellent map which your Society has kindly provided illustrat~s 
the essent1~1ly " cross-roads " character of Georgia in the map of ~ussia 
and th~ Middle East. This factor has played an important part m the 
forma~on_ of the Georgian nation and of the Georgian national character. 
Georgia hes to the south of Russia, to the north-east of Turkey, and on 
yet another side to the north-wes·t of Persia and it is sandwiched between 
the Ca~pian Sea and the Black Sea. That means that Georgia, like 
A'.me~ia, has been a focal point throughout its chequered history in the 
m~gratJ?ns of peoples and in the imperial power complexes which have 
existed m ~at region from time to time. 

In prehistoric times the Caucasus region was a battleground for such 
races. as_ the Scythians and the Cimmerians. But the earliest historical 
~:;cnI?tt~m of the Georgian tribes which is open to us is, I suppose, the 

Y vivid, not to say lurid, account of Xenophon and the Ten Thousand 
• Th l b' U . _e Ast Year, of the Georgian Monarchy, 1658-1832. New York: Colum ia 

niv · ; .London: .. Oxford Univer~ Press, 1957. 
~~ClL • . . . 16 

~o i. ~Uhrar~ . ..., "(JV IIAS, Shin,la .., 
Q 

' . . : 11111111111111~111111111!111111111111111111111111 

~,.,.J. • 00016529 

l 
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on their .i;d!i-eat from Persia. Those of you who have read that 'w_~rk w~II 
remember that after crossing Armenia, where the lo_cal people hved m 
half-subterranean mud huts, Xenophon ap.d the . Greeks arr~ved a~ong 
some strange people, the Chalybes,_ the Mossynoe~1,_ a.nd· the Tiba~em, _and 
various others who inhabited a neighbourhood which has been Identrfied 
as the present-day Lazistan. . . . 

You may remember reading how ~ne of the tr~bes was so rnhosp1tab)c 
and wild that rather than have anythmg to do With the Greeks, even m 
the way of trade, they threw themselves off the "precipitous cliffs rather 
than be p0lhited by conversation with the foreigners. . 

Xenophon also remarked that the moral h~bits of some of these tribes 
left a lot to be desired. He remarked cryptically that what the Greeks 
d~d in private they did in pub~ic, and what _the Greeks di_d in public they 
did in private, a sentence which has occupied the attent10n of commen­
tators. 

Another tribe inhabiting the area, incidentally, was known to classical 
writers as the Louse-eaters. That is the translation of their name, which 
was supposed to refer to their excessive animosity towards the use of baths. 

I do not want to linger too much upon ancient history beyond remind­
ing you that in those classical times the Caucasian languages, as nowadays, 
were already occupying the attention of philologists. Strabo recalls that 
the Romans, who occupied garrison towns and ports around where modern 
Sukhum is situated, had to employ up to seventy interpreters to cope with 
the seventy or ~ore different languages spoken by tribes who came down 
there to dobusmess with the garrisons. · 

The Georgians are essentially a Mediterranean race. That is to say, 
they_ are not a variety of Russians, a variety of Turks, or a variety of 
~ersians. They are the. survivors of an ancient family of peoples. Some­
times_ they are called Asianic ~nd sometimes, when one is dealing with the 
theories <;1f ~he ~ate Prof~ssor Marr, one finds that they are called Japhetic. 
Perhaps it is wise ~o sack to a cut and dried geographical title and call 
~~m ~outh Caucasian peoples. (They are, of course, the principal group 

C
ivmg in the Transcaucasian area immediately to the south of the main 
aucasus range.) 

. The Georgians--and here again, to protect oneself from scientific objec­
t10n, one. has to be careful-:-are said to belong to the same family as the.­
Basques m France a;11d Spam. The theory is that when the ancestor~ 0£ 
~e (?reeks and Italians of today arrived from the north in the ancient 
tnva~ions, they drove away the tribes whom they found living around the 
Mediterranean, Black Sea and JEgean coasts, and while the Basques took 
refuge on the Pyrenees and round the Bay of Biscay, the Georgians, a great 
deal further east, t?ok refuge in the mountainous regions of the Caucasus, 
where they no:w hve, and found shelter among the forests around the 
Black Sea _and in th7 valleys backing on to the high Caucasus range. 

The picture which such hypotheses present to us resembles, as will 
pr?bably have occu~red to you, the picture when the Ancient Britons were 
~nven out _of the middle of England by the Anglo-Saxons and took refuge 
tn places hke _Cornwall and the mountains of wild Wales. (I speak as 
a Scotsman with due privilege when I refer to "wild Wales.") 

,2'' 
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In general, the Georgians are a well-built people with dark hair ~nd 
aquiline features. The ones that I know tend to have bushy, beetlmg 
eyebrows and hawk-like noses. Their warlike ability has al~ays been 
famou~,in the East and they are fine horsemen; I recoll_ect reading _one of 
the chronicles of the crusading period ~here the <?~orgrans or lbenans of_ 
the Caucasus were described as a mart1al people hvmg next door to Gog 
and Magog. (You are probably all aware that the medireval mythology 
situated Gog and Magog very vaguely in an area north of the Caucas~s 
and extending into Central Asia and as far east as one co~ld go m 
medireval times· in fact about three-quarters of the area over which Marco 
Polo travelled ~ould ;aguely have been called Gog and Magog in. the 
Middle Ages.) One of the Latin Patriarchs of Jerusalem, Jacques de Vitry, 
writes concerning the Georgians : 

" They have done a great deal of damage to the Saracens and Medes 
and Mohammedan infidels, by whom they are everywhere surrounded. 
They wear their hair and beards about a cubit long and have hats 
upon their heads. When they come into the Holy City, they come 
in with trumpets blowing and banners flying, in spite of the local 
Saracen military leaders, who dare not molest them in any way•" 

In fact, this does not surprise one when one reflects that until recent years 
a Georgian nobleman would never go out without his gun and a belt full 
of daggers for fear of sudden attack by the hill tribesmen or perhaps by 
some hostile feudal neighbour. Until Soviet days it can be said that even 
at meal-times he would keep his dagger by him and use it for chopping 
up the meat. 

It is also significant that the usual way of saying " good morning" i.s 
" ~amarjoba,':, which means " victory," and the reply is " Gagimarjos," 
which means may you conquer." 

I should li~e to emphasize that these warlike qualities of the Georgians 
are ac~ompamed by a great dignity and charm of manner. Certainly one 
finds little trace of servility and bowing and scraping between the different 
cla~ses of society. This was a factor often commented upon by Rus~ian 
wr_1te_rs after the occupation of Georgia in 1801, Russia at that time bemg, 
?s 1t 1s now, ~ thoroughly servile state divided into ruling classes and ru)ed 
Ill no uncertau~ way. The Russians were quite shocked to find Georg!an 
peasants-:-offic1a_lly serfs-sitting at table with their masters, addressing 
thenl: quite ~am1ltarly and tellipg them exactly what they thought ~bout 
any mstructlons that might be issued to them, in a perfectly intelligent 
way. 

!he Georgians are not an inhibited race, but appreciate the good things 
of_ ltfe. They belong to the Mediterranean world in many aspects. Y_ ou 
wil~ not be _surprised to hear that they produce their own excellent wme 
anct are lavish with hospitality. There is a rich fund of Georgian f?lk 
songs and dances, which are accompanied on an instrument rather like 
a balalaika. 

The Georgians may be divided into a number of well-defined regional 
r oups. In Eastern Georgia is situated the capital city of Tiflis otherwise 

nown as Tbilisi. (An affectation by " Sovietologists" is to 'talk about 
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Tb·1· · h" h 1·5 the Georgians' form of name for their own capital, when 
1 ISi W IC · h · . t lk T"fl· -' nt rather in the same way as someone rmg t ms1st upon a -

I is is mea ' ) Th I of Eastern in about Moskva when one means Mo~cow. . _e peop ~ •. 
G!or ·a around Tillis have a certain aristocratic air. Their particular 
Ian fao-e is accepted as the literary one. If one 7ould ta!~ about the 
Ki;°o-'s i:, Georgian, one would select the Kartlian literary dial:ct. ~he 
Kakhetians who had to defend the eastern marshes of Georgia against 
the Turks, 'the Mongols and the fierce Lezghians ~f Daghestan,_ have very 
pFonounced tough peasant qualities and are well known for bemg rugged 
and bull-necked fighters. . 

The Western Georgians and Mingrelians, on the other hand, who live 
on the other side of the -Likhi mountains over the Sur~ defile, are w~ll 
known for being exceedingly wily. Beria, the late chief of the Soviet 
secret police, was a Mingreli~n, ~ut some might argue that towards the 
end of his life he was not quite wily enough. . 

Many amusing remarks about the Mingrelians are reco~ded m earl,Y 
embassy accounts from the Ottoman Porte. One reads m Busbecq s 
Turkish Letters in about 1559 of the Mingrelian prince who ca~e to Con­
stantinople with a large following of grubby and ragged retamers. He 
was a huge man, says Busbecq, but, alas, of a low level in civilizatio~. 
When his funds ran out he started selling off his retainers one by one m 
the Constantinople slave market, until at last he went back with only two 
secretaries. The- Mingrelians are well known for their mental agility and 
their skill at making monc:.y. 

Actually the Chevalier Chardin had trouble with the Mingrelians when 
trying to land his famous cargoes of silks and other o-oods which he was 
taking from Constantinople to Isfahan. You may re~all his account of a 
group of ragged-looking outlaws who tried to pillage him 'bn the coast of 
Mingrelia and who later turnt;d out to be the Customs officers. He reached 
Isfahan with a much sn:ialler stock than he had on leaving Constantinople. 

In geography and climate, Georgia is a land of contrast. lr_i the western 
part! where_ the country slopes down to the Black Sea, there 1s a lush sub­
tropical reg10n around Batum and Poti with dense vegetation and malarial 
~wamrs,_ m_any of t~em no~ being drained out. The eastern part, includ­
rng T1fl1s, 1s more like Spain or Italy with hot dry summers . . Up in the 
hills there is an Alpine type of lands~ape. The great snow-clad peaks of 
Mount Elbruz and Mount Kazbek dominate the scene. 

A certain topicality occurs to me connected with Mount Elbruz. After 
being present, as I also had the honour to be at the inauguration of the 
new London University Union by Her Majesty, Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, Dr. Dunsheath, the Chairman of Convocation, went off to 
London Airport to greet his wife, who had just come back fr?m clim_binp 
to the top of Moun~ E:lbruz. You might have _read in. this mor~mg s 
paper that although It IS 18,ooo feet high, she said that It was qmte an 
easy stroll_ to the _summit. The great Freshfield, President ~£ the Royal 
Geographical Society around 1900 climbed all these mountains and had 
a lot of troubl~ with the local pedple, because as s°<:>n as he disappeared 
through the mists ~hey believed that he had been whisked away by spirits 
or that he was gomg up there for buried treasure, and that there were 
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large <legions sitting on -the top who would throw any<;>ne ?ff who got 
near the summit, the result being that they completely dtsbeheved Fresh­
field's claim to have climbed Mount Kazbek and other peaks. ~he 
Russian.5 and the local Georgians can hardly credit th~t any mad English­
man would think of climbing to the top of a mountam unless there were . 
treasure buried there ! . . 

Around these mountainous areas, where Georgia has its frontier with 
the North Caucasian Republics, in spite of collective farming, one may 
still find shepherds and hunters living -?1uch as they ~ave do_ne for ~~n­
dreds of years, little affected by the social changes gomg on m the c1t1es 
below. 

The structure of Georgian society was founded, until the Russians came 
in 1801, on the system of feudal monarchy. As in medi~val Weste_rn 
Europe, the great noblemen held their lands in return for military service 
to the king in time of war, when they would appear on the battlefiel? 
picturesquely attired with helmets, swords and battle-axes, and their 
followers ranged beneath the lord's banner. As for the bishops, here 
again we find in the Eastern Orthodox Church of Georgia quite an 
affinity with the battling bishops of the West. The bishops enjoyed a 
good deal of political power and would ride into battle with their vassals. 

Next in the hierarchy came the gentry, the squires, and at the bottom 
were the serfs, who were attached to the glebe and could be bought and 
sold with the land on which they worked. There was also a burgher 
class in the towns, with special privileges granted by the king. · 

The Royal House r_uled by the doctrine of divine right. The dynasty 
were called the Bagrattdes, or descendants of Bagrat, which is the same 
as our St. Pancras. There is to this day a pretender to the Georgian 
throne: my very good friend by correspondence, Prince Irakli, or Hercules 
Bagratton-Mukhransky. The Bagratid dynasty claimed to be descended 
in the distant past from King David and Solomon of Israel, although this 
was ~othing but a_pie~e of coi:venien~ p~opaganda. Practically speaking, 
the kmgs of Georgia did not wield unhm1ted despotic power but depended 
a_ great deal on_ the ad vice and good will of the nobles. They ruled_ i? a 
dire<? and pa~narchal manner, dispensing justice in person and givmg 
detailed attent10n to all affairs of state. 

This patriarchal and somewhat informal rule was not accompanied by 
the growth of any really efficient or modern state apparatus such as we 
evolve~ in Western Europe under, say, Henry VII or Louis XI or 
Fredenck t~e ~reat. The lack of anything like this in Georgia was one 
of the culmmattng causes of the fall of the monarchy in 1801. After all, 
the tendency: which prevailed everywhere in Europe and even in the Ea~t 
from the Middle Ages onwards, towards the bureaucratic-cum-despotic 
state, was strongly developed in ·large neighbouring powers. There ~as 
the Grand Duchy of Muscovy, which from the time of Ivan the Ternble 
onwards took in Astrakhan and large areas previously occupied ~y the 
Mongols and other tribes. Similarly, from the fall of Constanttnop!e 
onwar~s, the Ottoman Turks consolidated their power not only 111 

Anatoha but als~ in the North Caucasian region. The Crimea wa~ under 
Ottoman suzerainty until 1783, when Catherine the Great took tt over. 
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Down in Persia from 1500 onwards there was the dynasty of the Sa~avids, 
h Well-oro-anized perhaps somewhat feudal and old fashioned, w o were a o ' h , · · d 

but efficient and ruthless military power; so that t e Ge_orgians rem£ athme_ 
cut ff nd their political structure did not evolve like that o eir o , a . 
neighbours. . . 

It is interesting to note as a symptom of this that the Georgian legal 
code was based until a century ago on the same syst~m of blood money, 
or wergild, that we had in Engl~nd in Anglo-Saxo,Q b.mes_. Each class of 
society had its own rate or tanff of blood money, rangmg £i:om a?out 
£5,000 for a prince or an archbishop downwards. If _one pnnce k1l~ed 
another, for example, he had to pay_ the dea~ man's relatives_ the full tanff, 
but if a man killed someone of a higher social status than himself, _he had 
to pay double, treble or many times the blood money, and he was liable to 
be done to death in an unpleasant way as \\'.ell. If a nobleman, _f~r ex­
ample, wounded another or eloped with his wife, he had to p~y the miured 
party a certain proportion of the full sum. Wounds were paid for accord­
ing to the number of barley-corns that fitted into the scar. If the money 
was not paid a vendetta began, which might end, as in Corsica, with the 
extermination of whole families. 

It is well known that the Caucasus features in the early history and 
mythology of the Western world. The legend of the Golden Fleece is 
set in the part of ~eorgia which corresponds to Mingrelia, which 0e 
Greeks called Colch1s, where Jason sailed with the Argonauts and earned 
off the Golden Fleece and Medea the Enchantress. It is also well known 
that the Sultans of Turkey sent their agents to carry off the Georgian 
maidens. In the old days, most of the Shahs of Persia had Georgian 
princesses among their wives and concubines. Travellers record that the 
Georgian ladies were admired for their delicate complexio~s and slender 
figures. _ 

The key event in early Georgian history is the nation's conversion to 
~hristianity. Tradition relates that St. Nino, about whom I have written 
in a recent work on the Georgian saints,* was a Christian slave from 
Cappadocia who came to_ Georgia a~ th~ time of the Emperor Constan_ti_ne 
the Great and worked miracles, which mcluded in the somewhat farmhar 
pattern, an eclipse of the sun and a thunderbol; that destroyed the Pagan 
idols. 

From the~1 o?wards,. from about 330, the Georgians had their own 
~hurch orga~1za,t10n, while belonging, apart from a few lapses due to the 
infidel Persians and Saracens' interference, to the Eastern Orthodox 
Church. 

The golden age ?f Georgian history was the time of the famous Queen 
Tamar and the epic by Shota Rusthaveli "The Man in the. Panther's 
Skin." ~his poem, translated into English by the late Marjory Wardrop 
and published by th~ Royal Asiatic Society, is cast in the for~ of an 
Eastern ?a~a of Arabia, but actually relates to, and gives a fine picture of, 
~he her01c 1_deals of Georgia in the age of chivalry. Many scholars, includ­
mg my friend Mr. Robert Stevenson of Cambridge, have likened the 

* D. M. Lang, Lives and Legends of the Georgian Saints. London : George Allen 
and Unwm; New York: The Macmillan Company, 1956. 
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• £ th b d 5 and mmstrels chivalrous ideals of the Georgians to those m e trou · a our . 

of the W-est. · d h d th c usaders 
At that .time the Georgians were able to len a_ an dtoth• eT rk who. 

' behi d Sal dm an e ur s They formed a sort of second front n a · ' th 
then cofftrolled the Holy Land until the Crusaders drove them ou~or the 
time being. In the Georgian chronicles we r~ad, for exan:ipAd 

1 
a\h e · 

Franks came to Jerusalem and took the Holy_ CiJ : 0
: 

th~ m d \:· them~ 
services of the Georgians were much appreciate Yk· be ruthsa _e l"k 

· 1· entary remar s a out elf war i .e selves, who made some very comp un 
qualities. hi h k · 11 

At that time Georgian media:val art rose to a g pea . , espec1~ y 
under Byzantine influence. It will b~ ~ound as a rule that m Georgian 
art .and architecture it is the church buildmgs, the f~escoes and the enamels 
that show a Byzantine Greek influence, whe~eas m the secular, ~e lay, 
spheres such as illuminations of later manuscnp_ts not c~nnected with ?1e 
chmch-i.e., translations of many famous Persian poetical works which 
exisi: in Georgia-the illustrations and the general type of design are copies 
of the best Persian models of the 11-Khanian and Safavi periods. Georgian 
·art is a not very well-known subject, but it is being increasingly followed 
up now by specalists in the field of art and arch~ology, as being an im­
portant meeting-point of many trends in Byzantine, Russian and Near 
Eastern art which would remain obscure without the Georgian evidence. 

The capture of Constantinople by the Turks in 1453 was a great blow 
to Georgia. It meant that the country was cut off from direct contact with 
Western Europe a~d was ringed round by the hostile Mohamme1an 
powe!"s. . In the eighteenth century there was a brief national reV1".al 
under King Hercules, or Irakli II who won victories over his hosnle 
neighbours and helped Nadu- Shah 'of Persia to conquer Indi~. Frederick 
the Great thought highly of the Georgians' military talent and used to say, 
" In Europe there is I in Asia the invincible Hercules of Georgia." 
~atherine the Great of Russia scmt Hercules a small army under an obtuse 
German _gen_eral to help him fight against the Turks, but, unfortunately, 
the Russidn ~ommander quarrelled with his allies and left them to _fight 
the battles wnh the Turks themselves while Catherine the Great claimed 
credit for the_ victories which the Geo;gians won. . 

By 1800 the situation had become impossible, with the country be~ng 
raided continually from Persia and Turkey. Akeady in 1783, K~ng 
Hercules II had signed a treaty of alliance and protection with Cather1:11e 
0e Great, w~ere_by the Royal power was to_ be safeg~•arded i~ pe~petmty 
in the Bagrattd !me and Russia was not to mterfere rn Georgian internal 
affair~, while protecting Georgia against the fO£eign invader. The result 
of this was that Tillis was soon afterwards completely sacked by Agha 
Muhammad Shah, the founder of the Qajar dynasty in Persia. In fur~her 
fulfilment of this treaty of protection and non-~ntervention, the Russians 
declar~d the monarchy abolished in 1801 and bamshed the reigning dynasty 
to vanous parts of Russia. 

Ther~ Georgia remained for over a . ~ntury unti.f the 1917 Rev~lution, 
whc: n, hke ~an,y other national minorities of the old Russian Ernptre, she 
set up a soc1al-democratic republic of h_er own. In the space of three 
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f 918 to. 1921 the Georo-ian popular government under its years, rom 1 , 0 - ~ · d · 
president, the late Noah Jordania, ~ade remar½able progress 11? mo_ ermz-
ing the country and reviving its national consc10u~ness. A umvers1ty was 
established at Tiflis. The Georgian Church, which had b~e!-1 placed by 
the Tsars under the Russian so-called Holy Synod, or M1mstry of Re-
ligion, was given back its indepen~en_t position. . . . . . 

Delegations of British trade umomsts who v1s1ted Ge~rgia dunng t_h~s 
period brought back highly favourable accounts of ~~e mfant re~ub~1c s 
free institutions. It is only fair to add that other Bntish _trad: umomsts, 
who visited Georcria soon after the country had been forcibly mvaded by 
the Russians and° when thousands of Georgians were being as bru~ally 
done to death in the underground cellars of the Ogpu as the Hunganans 
are in the torture chambers of Budapest today, also brought back favour­
able accounts of the progress and free development of_ the country. 

The Bolsheviks meanwhile were biding their time. In 19~0 they 
signed a pact of friendship and non-aggression with the_ Georgian Re­
public. In the following year, the Soviet Government put its pact of non­
aggression into effect by invading Georgia and crushing resistance ?Y the 
military force of the Red Army. Ironically enough, it was Stalm the 
Georgian who came in person to Tiflis to supervise the work of bolsheviz­
ing his home-land. Strange, indeed, must it have sounded to hear a 
Georgian supported by Russian bayonets urging the Georgian Commun­
ists to burn out the nationalist revival with red-hot iron and smash the 
hydra of nationalism. Stali.n got a somewhat mixed reception in Tiflis 
and quarrelled violently with one famous local Georgian National Com­
munist, later liquidated, named Philip Makharadze. This man had for­
gotten to exclude diversionary elements from the meeting hall where 
Stalin came, and. they started throwing tomatoes at him. Georgia is now 
one of the constituent republics of the Soviet Union. Many Georgian 
patriots prefer death or exile to-life under the Kremlin. 

__ It w?uld, of c_ourse, be unfair to give a totally negative picture of con­
ditions m Georgia under Soviet rule. Much has certainly been done to 
develop the country's rich mineral resources. The oil refineries at Batum 
hav_e grown in size an~ importance. Batum is one of the great refineries 
which J?rocess_ crude 011 from _Baku and supply it to Great Russia and _to 
the_ mam re~10ns of the Soviet Union. Important manganese deposits 
wh1~h ~upplied Western Europe in the days before 1914 now work for 
Soviet mdustry. The_ Black Sea region is well suited for tea planting and 
~rows almost the entire supply for the Russian housewife, while planta­
tions of lemons and oranges have been greatly extended in recent years. 

In a talk ~om: years ago, I mentioned Georgian tea, and as a result 
I had_ several mq~mes from English tea firms about the Soviet tea-picking 
~achmes, of which they had heard alluring tales. They look like com­
?me harvesters and attractive pictures had been published in Soviet 
1our1:als. I was, however, ?ro~ght up short when I ~ead in the. accom­
panymg text that these tea-p1ckmg machines are as yet 10 an expenmental 
stage, an~ the ~or½ is actuall_y done by hand. . . . 

G_eorg~an wme is bot~c:d m large quantities. Ka~hett wmc 1s P?Pular 
and 1s shipped to connoisseurs in Moscow and Lemngrad. Georgia has 
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a numberof seaside resorts and mineral water spas, which cater for the 
tired worker or party official from the big cities of industrial Russia . 

. The capital city of TiRis, on the ban~s of the River K_ura, has a popu­
lat10n of over 500,000. The old city has 1ts mosques and its hot baths and 
its natur31l water springs; which are thought to have given rise to the name 
"Tbilisi "' (from the Georgian word "tbili," hot). The old city of Tiflis 
is now overshadowed by modern schools and factories, but in the bazaar 
quarter one still meets representatives of all the varied peoples and tribes 
of the Caucasus. 

When , I said that I would speak on current affairs, perhaps I led 
members of the audience to feel that I might be talking a great deal more 
about the · Soviet nationality p!ioblem in general,. and on Stalin and his 
Georgian background and his relevance to present-day politics. I thought, 
however, that I should probably serve the mterests of this meeting better 
by concentrating this time on the background, to give you· some idea of 
who the Georgians are, what they have brought int<!J civilization, what 
their traditions are and what their national aspirations have been, are, and 
may be in the future. One thing upon which, I am sme this Society 
would, be generally agreed, and which we in the ·West must' never under­
estimate, is -the fact that the Soviet Union, which revolves round the 
Comrm.mist Party• Pra:sidium in Moscow and presents itself to the outside 
world as a monolithic entity, is not really a homogeneous structure at all. 
It is, as is becoming increasingly recognized, a kind of ideological colonial 
bloc or imperialist bloc of the old school. This fact has been masked by 
the cleverness with which Marxism has been elevated into a militant 
ruling caste religion, just as in centuries long past the Holy Inquisition 
operated as an interna_tional ~uling agency based on the Papal See. 

I speak as an AngLican with many Roman Catholic friends and I hope 
that I should not offend anyone if I said that this internatio~al character 
Gf the Holy Inquisition had many common factors widi international 
Commu_nism today. The latter 1:r_anscen~s nation and country, and this 
often blmds people to the underlyrng nat10nal tensions which are bound 
to come out into the open sooner or later. Under the guise of religious 
reform, the Reformation caused a number 0£ peoples to •break away from 
the hegemony of Rome on largely nationalist and political grounds. The 
rebelliom against the authority of the ·P_ope took on both a political. a~d a 
religious colouring, just as the Hungarian _revo!t and th·e many deviations 
and " heresies " which we now see emerg10g m the Comml!lnist bloc are 
argcred out partly on nationalist ao1 p~li~cal, a?d partly on Marxist dia­
lectical~i.e.1 ideological and quas1-religious-hnes. One ca.n see the 
analogy time and time again. . . . 

Georo-ia and many other mrnonty peoples 1n the Soviet Union are 
potential natiofls on their own. I m~st say that ,I am appalled when ,I read 
th¢ utterances of some of our American confreres in high office who have 
spctnt years telling these unf?I"tunate peoples of the Soviet bl~c to revolt, 
but! who, ·when the Hungarians ~r some other wretched _nation such as, 
the Georgians do rebel, 51mplf ~It by and say that the nsk 0 £ a world 
cataclysm. is too. reat to ,do anythmg for the~. Therefore, I would be the 
last to say that if is our duty to play up the mherent revolutionary factors 
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within the Soviet imperialist sysrem. It is, howeveri something ~hich _we 
in the West should study and be aware of that w1thm the_ Soviet U~1on 
there are not only Russians-White Russians, Red Russians or L1~tle 
Russians as the Ukrainians so resent being called, Mr. Khrushchev bemg 
the mos: prominent Little Russian at the moment-but t~ere are also 
peoples who, l~ke ~e Georgians, have_ been, if_ not _great nations, at least 
interesting nat10ns, mdependent a~d lively nat1~ns Ill the past, and may, 
if it please God, be independent nations one day m th~ _future. 

Group-Captain SMALLWOOD: Dr. Lang has told us ab~ut the refinery 
at Batum and the oilfields at Baku. Is there any geographical reason why 
the oil should not be refined at Baku and sent off in the refined state rather 
than transported all the way across that large area of country to a refinery? 

Dr. LANG: I know that there are present a lot· of people who know 
much more about the intricate mechanics of the international oil system 
than I do, but I had always understood that Batum acquired its primary 
importance in pre-Soviet days when there was no good transport system 
from Baku into Central Russia. There was, and still is, the railway, but 
it was found about fifty years ago, in the days of Gulbenkian and com­
pany; economical to pipe it across Transcaucasia and refine it in Batum. 
It was then shipped off in tankers, as is done from Abadan nowadays, 
straight to Europe, or to Odessa and other ports around the Black Sea. 
There are refineries in Baku also, but from the transport point of view we 
must remember that the Caspian is not a sea but a closed lake. 

Mr. NEUMAN: May I ask ··about the deportations? There were many 
deportations before the war from Georgia to Russia and Siberia. How 
big was this movement? 

Dr. LANG : At which period ? 
Mr. NEUMAN: At various periods. Will you tell us of the periods you 

know after 1917? 
. Dr. LANG : You are not interested in the deportations that took place 

under the Russian Tsars particularly? 
· Mr. NEUMAN : Let us do one job at a time! 
Dr. LANG: The deportations were mostly in connection with the 

patriotic uprisings, of which the most important one took place in 1924, 
the year I was born. For obvious reasons, the numbers of people whr 
were done to death or deported by the Bolsheviks have never been dis­
closed. Various uprisings . occurred at intervals. Of course there were 
sporadic disturbances, which one does not hear of, happening' all the time. 
! understa?d tha_t a numbe~ of people were, shall we say, " transferred " 
Ill co~nec.~10:° with the curious or paradoxical demonstrations that took 
plac~ m 1 1fl1s when Khrushchev denounced that great Georgian statesman 
Stahn, ~ho had ?een so s~ccessful in turning the whole Soviet Union into 
a Georgian empire for thirty years that the Georgians could not refrain 
from cheering. 

Miss BRo_wNE : Is there any philological connection with the Basques? 
Dr. LANG : I al-ways fight shy of thi•s question, because many scholarly 

reputations have " gone west " on these points. Professor Vogt, of Oslo, 
an extremely able and cautious scholar, ' thfoks that it cannot be shown 
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that it is,,either related or unrelated a'nd that the present evidence is in-
sufficient for any positive conclusion. · 

Mr. ·PAXTON: Why have the Georgians a reputation for being much 
m?re ~ccommodating to the Russians than the ot_her Caucasians? Cer­
tamly m 1919 t~e Georgians were largely responsible for the collapse of 
~he CaC!casian resistance to the Red Russians when they eventually Soviet- . 
ized the area. Is it due to their religion, or to the fact that so many 
Georgians were prominent in the revolution itself? · 

Dr. LANG: I cannot a;cept that proposition, formulated in that way, 
about the Georgians being responsible for any collapse in 1919, because, 
after all, the Georgians continued to have their own government until 
1921, when they were forcibly invaded by the Bolsheviks. I do not, there­
fore, understand what the question alludes to. 

Mr. PAXTON: I meant, in 1921. 

Dr. LANG: It seems to me that you are leading me by your question, 
because I do not quite follow the premise. 

Mr. PAXTON: I can only refer you to a book by Lord Haldane attribut­
ing the collapse of the Caucasus to the action of the Georgians in not 
uniting with the others. 
· Dr. LANG : Not uniting with the others-that is it. Still to this day 

I am reproached by my Georgian friends who say : " You sent your officers 
to us in the name of Denikin, the White Russian leader, and told us to join 
with him. We would not, and then Denikin collapsed and we were in­
vaded. It was all your fault. How could you expect us tc unite with 
this Denikin, an emissary of the Tsars, who at that time seemed a good 
deal more dangerous than the Bolsheviks?" In 1920, when the Bolsheviks 
were thought by British statesmen to be on the verge of collapse, and people 
said, " We shall see the old regime re-established in a week or two," it 
was unreasonable to expect these Caucasians to unite with the White 
Russians to keep the Red Russians out. To understand the ins and outs, 
I recommend a book by F. Kazemzadeh, a Persian scholar with Russian 
connections, and who is at present at Yale, called The Struggle for 
Transcaucasia. 

I could not possibly in th~ time at our disposal deal with the_ question 
of whether the Georgians' atatude to the Russians let the whole side down 
in the Caucasus at the time. It is much too complicated, especially as the 
Georgians also had to deal with the Armenians, who were unfr~endly. to 
Georgia and in an:Y case s~cc~mbed themselves .before the Georgians did, 
and also with thl Azerba11am Tu_rks, who,_ as Mohammedans, were ~n­
sympathetic to both Ar~enians a~d G~org1~ns, .the three nations bemg 
therefore divided almost like a matnmomal tnangle. 

Mr. EGERTON•: Were the Georgian women· who were taken as the 
wives of the Egyptians am;! the Turks the same as the C:ircassian ~om~n? 
If so, were they the sam( pe~ple as_ those now form10g the Clrcassian 
colonies in Syria? . . . . 

Dr. LANG: No. We must make a d1~trnct1o_n there. The Circassians 
are a North Caucasian people. The Adigey Cir<:=assians, a warlike fol_k, 
have always been on good terms with the Georg1a_ns, but they are a dis­
tinct people. The Circassian ladies were sometimes preferred to the 
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Georgians because the¥ were supposed to have more feminine modesty 
and distinction of beanng. 

Ivlr. NEUMAN: How many Georgians are there out there now? 
Dr LANG : About three million. 
Coionel RouTH : In your very well-informed studies of that area, did 

you come to any conclusion about the " cr~dle of human civilizatio1:1 " 
when man decided that he would stop hunting and grow crops and hve , 
in villages? It is suggested that that started between the Caspian and the 
Black Sea. I wondered whether you came across ,.i,ny evidence of that 
kind of story. 

Dr. LANG: I must crave indulgence for not attempting a reply to that 
one. I feel very much like the founders of the Philological Society who 
had to face the question of the origin of language, and accordingly decreed 
in their original statutes that no discussion should take place in the Philo­
logical Society on the question of the origin of language! I feel myself in 
the same position in regard to that question. 
. The CHAIRMAN: Our time is up. I would like to ask just one question, 

and I should be glad to have an answer either "Yes" or "No." -Am I 
correct in feeling that Georgia, with its two thousand years of civilization, 
its literature, its architecture, and so on, has never realiy undertaken the 
nationality effort of expansion-nationalized expansion-into the other 
countries? 

Dr. LANG : The answer is " Yes " and " No "-yes you are rio-ht· no 
it has not. ' 0 

' ' 

The CHAIRMAN : I know t:J:iat you will want to thank Dr. Lang for his 
most p~easant approach to thrs ve~y c~mprehensive subject on which he 
has enlightened us today and to give him your thanks in the appropriate 
manner. We are very glad to have had him with us. 

(The vote of thanks to Dr. Lang was accorded by acclamaiion.) 


	GEORGIA IN HISTORY AND CURRENT AFFAIRS

