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FOREWORD 

I feel great pleasure in introduoing Dr. Ashok 
Kumar Srivastava M. A., Ph. D., the young author of the 
present monograph. He is a leoturer in the Department 
of History, Gorakhpur University, and a rare oombi­
nation of brains and brawns as he is, he is keenly inter­
ested in extending the forntiers of knowledl'!'e by dint of 
his sustained researoh work. His D. Litt. thesis on the 
"Disintegration of Hindu states ( 1175-1320 A. D. )" 
soon after his Ph. D. Degree is almost nearing oompletion 
and his latest hook on Kutb-ud-din Aibak, a fine pieoe 
of resea.roh, is already in the press. Dr. Srivastava holds, 
and very rightly too, that the history of Medieval India, 
based as it is exolusively on the ohronioles of the Muslim 
historians most of whom enjoyed patronap-e of their 
respeotive kings, pI'csents only an one·sided pioture of the 
existing Indian conditions and unless it is supplemented 
by Hindu sources, it will ever remain incomplete. 
Through the present monograph the author has 
endeavoured to remove these glaring short comings. 

The aooounts of the Arab writers about India are of 
great importance for the study of the early Medieval 
period of the Indian history. TllAse Arab travellers visited 
India in the ninth and tenth centuries and eaoh one of 
them left behind him an aocount of his own. Few of them 
like Merchant Sulaiman and Al Masudi visitt,d India 
personally but others like Abu Zaid and Al Idrisi eto. 
never set their foot all the Indian soil. The acoounts 
of the latter olass of writers are based on informations 
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gathered either from other travellers visiting this 
country or on the accounts of t.hose who had personally 
been to this flub-continent. The ohfl('rvationR of thpse 
trav('Uers are generally faulty in the sense that they 
very often overlook important faots or exaggerate a 
minor thing out of all proportions. This is beoause they 
happened to be strangers to the political conditions, 
manners and religious outlook of a foreign country. It was, 
therefore, but natural that in some oases they failed to 
give a. oorreot pioture of the society as it existed at that 
time. But all the same their observatiC'l1s, based as they 
are on first hand information, deserve to be aocepted as 
a oorreot or a nearly oorreot pioture of the Indian sooial 
system prevalent during these centuries. It is on this 
acoount that their accounts demands the bebt attention 
of the present day scholars who want to re-construct the 
contemrorary history of India. It has also to be notioed 
that these Arab travellers often differ amoI}g themselves 
on certain issues. This is so because they '='observed the 
existing conditions of the sooiety from different angles. 
Sometimes, they could not even understand what they 
were aotually writing about. It is here that their 
aooounts lutve to be supplemented by evidences 
oolleoted from indigl'IlOus sources. 

!~ the (~arly part of the eleventh oentury India 
was vllntc(~ by Al Beruni who had definitely bette!, 
~Dder~tandll~g of th(" Imliarl cOllditicns and was well versed 
111 IndIan phIlosophy and religiou, language and litera_ 
ture. He oould, thcrefure, giv@ a more faithful aocoun.t 
of the contemporary period. And, therefore, while writing 
~hc prcse.nt lllullOgruph. til!' 'writer has supplemented hif:; 
InfOrmatIOn fro111 tho writings of this celebrated savant. 
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The young writer has collected information from 
their writings and has collected them to give as correct 
a pioture as possible of the Indian sooiety, religion and 
politioal oondition as they existed during that period. 
However, the information being scanty and sometime 
faulty too, it has been difficult to draw a very true and 
faithful pioture, but all the samc it docs ,not at all lose 
its olaim or interest. He has oritically examined .their 
acoounts particularly ill the light of the Indian evidences 
which have inoreased their utility to a student of the early 
medieval Indian history. The author, therefore, deserves 
our hearty oongratualtions and his book a respectable 
plac9 in historical literature. 

R. B. Sittgll 



PREFACE 

" ~n the present volume an attempt has been made 
to e:xamine the aocounts of the Arab huvellers who 
visited our oountly in t.he ninth and tpnth oentUTies 
respectively. It is further interesting to note that. some 
of them never visited India persona1Jy, but they gathered 
(heir informations from othE'fs and, therefore. their 
aocounts need verification. Keering this faot in mind 
I have oerroborated and supplemented their accOunt s 
with the help of the avai1able oontemporary Hindl1 
sources. The extent of thf'l suhject is fairly wide and 
hence only a few important aspeots could be attempted. 
The aut hor, therefore, has ('nly dealt in the preSf>nt 
monograph with 1 he Booial, rdigioufl and politioal c0!ldi_ 
tions nf India 118 desoribed hy the Arab travellers. 

The wholc work has heen divided into four ohapters 
The first intJ((luClory chal'tC'l" furnishes an acooull~ 
whether or rot 1 he Arab travellers vi!'ited our 0(1un1 ry 
along with tho titles of thp.ir respective books. The 
seound ohapter deals with tho Indian sooiety; and 
the third alld fourth with our !eligiou9 and 
politioal cf'nditirns feFf.ectively. In all these chaptel'~ 
the 8PCounts of thp Arah tlavellers have been corrcoted 
and fiUpp)emented l)y the contemporary lndian record 
Tl . ~. 

)(. VIC" s of Some of the ffir.dern ~cholars lJavc aIm beell 
cri I ic!llly ('xami nrrl. 

The aut hor TPgrets the indulgence 'by the Jcadc's fo)' 
the cflmpl(·te omis:-;iull of the diaoritical marks in (1rde 
to make symmetry and the narfati~n morc simple an. 1-

plain .. Due to the oan·}esFnCI'S of the proof-reader al)~ 
the prwters there) are nUllIercus printing errors in th 
buok for whioh tile author deeply regrets. e 
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Very often the readers will find phrases and facts 
which have been borrowed from the original, but this 
has been done only to support and strengthen the incor­
porated ideRs. 

The author owes his deep sense of obligation and 
gratitude to his revered teacher Dr. R. B. Singh, Reader 
in the Department of Ancient- History, culture and 
Arohaeology. University of Gorakhpur. India for his 
enoouragelllent, and val us ble suggestions. I am further 
indebted 10 him for he rAadily aooepted my request to 
write a flTeword for this monogral,h. I am also indebted 
to Dr. H. S. Srivastava, Head, Dp.partment of History 
[ Med. & Mod ]. Univcrsi1 y of Gorakhpur, who also 
tought me in B. A. and M. A. ela~sc", for his inspiration 
and various other helpp. The authol' also owes muoh to 
all tho colleagues of tho Depa.rtment of History for their 
sinoere co-operation and to his frienns Mr. Yashbir Singh 
and Mr. K. B. Singh for typing out the manuscript. 

But I would be failing in my dutv if I do not owe 
my deepest. sense of gratitud.c to my most respeoted elder 
brothers shri R. N. Srivast~va, Shri S. C. Srivastava, 
M . .A., LL. M., Shri G. C. Srivastava, l\T. A. L Hindi & 
English] and Dr. V. K. Srivastava, M. Sc. [Maths & 
Chcm. ] Ph. D. Gorakhpur, rh. D. Austmlia, for readillg 
and oorrecting the manuscript and to all the members 
of my family who never disturbed mo while studying'. I 
am further obliged to my student 1'~l1l. RchaDa Jamal and 
my loving nephews and nieoes Ajai, Anoop, Anil, Reuu 
and Hanjanu. for their assistanoe in preparing the iudex. 

GoYakfzpuy, 
Dcccmb,;Y 7, 1!J67 

'--':;:- C~7iok]{. Sri'custava 
/~{: . ~ - .- - - . - , " ~ \ 
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CHAPTER I 

Introductory 

The actounts of the early Arab writers t are of great 
Importanoe for the study of the early lVIedieval P<'1'iod of 
Indian History. In the absence of proper contemporary 
Indian histerical resources, these Arab writers deserve to 
be summarised separately. It is a misfortune for us that 
the original works of these Arab writers are not available 
as these are mostly translated into French only. But we 
can take use of some of the extraots of H. lVI. Elliot's most 
celebrated, historioal and monumental work:!, including 
some other modern works and translations. It is pleasant 
to note here that these Arab travellers, as narrated in 
the following pages, exactly depict the social. religious 
and political conditions, especially of the period during 
whioh they visited India from time to time. 

These Arab travellers" visited India, particularly in 
between 9th and 11th oenturies and left an account of 
their own. It is, further, interesting to note that some of 
them never visited India personally but they gathered 
their informations from others. European historians, who 

1 Elliot refers to these writers as "Early Arab Geograplll.'rs", who travelled 
India several times, and left an account of their own, It is also significant 
to note that a few of them ne~i~ India. But they seem to have 
derived their information from ~host:~·bo~~d Inuia. 

2 Elliot and Dowson : History o(LlIdia As Told 'l)t-Its Own Historians, VoU 

1·,1" I 
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made earliest attempts to construot the systematic histo­
ry of India of the early Medieval period, relied almost 
exolusivelyon these records. But a little critical study 
of these accounts will disolose that they are not without 
faults, and they bear several topographical enors. It has 
also been noticed that the Arab Geographers often differ 
among themselves on oertain issues whioh have given 
considerable misguided informations. 

Since Arab Geographers did not stay in India for a 
long period and could not travel the whole of India, they 
mostly gathered their informations from the hearsay narr­
ations or reoitals. They also, had no knowledge of the 
Indian topography, sooial struoture and the religion of the 
people. Similarly, they were not aware of the many facts 
whioh werc quite in vogue at the time they made their 
visits. 

Notwithstanding the aforesaid lack of proper inform­
ations, a oritical study of their accounts by themselves 
reveal oertain amount of wrong informations and error of 
judgement which they have, hitherto, transmitted to us. 
It becomes, therefore, necessary that the accounts Hhould 
be reviewed and read along with the contemporary Hindu 
records which are, though, few, but all the same, are quite 
important. This will help us greatly in making a correct 
and objective estimate of the history of the period under 
review, and in reconstructing a Social, Religious and Poli­
ti(~al History of India from the 8th to the 11th century 
A.D. For this purposp, the contemporary literary works of 
the HiJl(lu authors, inscriptions, coins, epigraphic evidences 
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and various other sources, have to be utilized fully and 
they should be oompared with that of the Arab Travell­
ers. This oan help us to arrive at a fair conclusion. 
However, in spite of many accompanying defects and 
shortcomings, the accounts of these tl'avellcrs can not be 
ignored. Rather they are very valuable informants from 
the Indian point of view. 

The first traveller noted by Elliot in his monumental 
wurk 'History of India, As Told By Its Own Historians' 
volume I, is the Merchant Sulaiman, who landed on the 
Persian Gulf, and made several voyages to India and 
China. He compl<.>ted his book entitled 'Saleilatut Taw-a­
l'ikh' in t.he middle of the ninth century A.D. (in about 
851 A.D.). Mr. M. Reinaud was the first scholar who 
published the book in IR44: A.D. appended with a transla­
tion and short notes which afford mines of valuable infor­
ma,tions and nice oriticisms. But 1\1r. M. Reinaud does 
not seem to be very accurate about the title that he gave 
to this book. He mentions two travl'llers, while there was 
on]yone who wrote an account of his own travels!. But 
it seems, with all probability, that the second part of this 
book was completed by another trawller Abu Zaidu-l Hasan 
of Siraf. It is, further, intresting to note that this trave­
ller never travelled India and China, as he himself expre­
ssly writes that he "made it 'his to modify and complete 
the work of Sulaiman, by questioning travcllcl's to those 
countries." Al Masudi met this Abu Zaid at Basra. in 
303 A.H. (916 A.D.), and acknowledges to have derived 
information from him. On the othol' hand Abu Zaid was 

1 E. D" Vol. I, p, 2 
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equally profited and much indebted to Maslldi for some 
of his statements. Although, Abu Zaid never mentions 
Masudi by name but refers to him as a "trustworthy per­
son". While oonoluding his work, Abu Zaid writes: "Suoh 
is the most interesting matter that I have heard, among 
the many aooounts to whioh maritime adventure has 
given birth. I have refrained from reoording the false 
stories whioh sailors tell, and whioh the narrators themse­
lves do not believe. A faithful aocount although short, is 
preferable to all. It is God who guides us in the right 
way". These words of Abu Zaid further support the faot 
that his aooounts were mostly derived from the knowledge 
of the others and not that of his own. 

The two writers have given some useful acoounts reg­
arding the political, sooial and religious conditions of 
India. It is misfortune that while describing some of the 
kingdoms of India, Merohant Sulaiman mentions 'Tafak'­
which is a small state and aocording to him was situated 
by the side of the Balhara'. He further describes that 
"The women" of this })lace are white, and the most beau­
tiful in India" and "The king lives at peace with his 
neighbours, because his soldiers are so few. He esteems 
the Arabs as highly as the Balhara does"z, It is very 
difficult to identify thi8 place as the name given by our 
tra\7eller oannot be equated with any Indian name. Rei­
naud wrongly identified it with Aurangabad3• This mis­
take is perhaps due to Sulaiman's placement of it by the 
side of the Balhara. But C.V. Vaidya, on the other hand 

1 E. D .• Vol. I .• p. 4 
2 Ibid .• p. 0 
3 As qlloted in E. D .. Vol. I. p. 360 
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correctly identifies it with Jalandhara or as a part of the 
Punjab and the word 'Tak' comes nearest to Tafak'. Si­
milarly, he mentions many other places which still need 
to be identified~correctly2. 

The next noted t.raveller is Abu-l-Kasim Ubaidu-Ilah 
bin Abdu-llah bin Khurdadba who is popularly known to 
us as Ibn Khurdadba. His anoestors were fire worshipp­
ers but subs~quently they embraoed Islam and beoame 
Muhammadans. Ibn Khurdadba held a high office under 
the vigorous ruler of the Caliphs, where he employed his 
leisure periods in the topographioal and geographical res­
earohes. As a result Ibn Khurdadha beoame a great geogr­
apher and completerl the valuahle work entitled, 'Book of 
Roads and Kingdoms". But his Indian aooounts can be 
found in his book entitled "Kitabul Masalik wa-l Mamalik' 
in whioh, desoribing about the importanoe of the Balhara 
state of India and the use of wine as unlawful, he divides 
the Hindus in seven claRses. He also writes about the 
various states of India and according to him in India, 
there were forty-two religious sccts. Hl' makes special re­
ferenco of the king of Balhara as "The greatest king of 
India," who wears a ring in whtch is inscribed the follow­
ing sentenoe: "What is begun with resolution ends with 
success". It is still not known eorreotly as to when Ibn 
Khurdadba completed his work. But sinoe he died in 300 
A.H., (912 A.D.) he must have finished his work either 
towards the close of the ninth century, or in the beginning 
of the tenth century. 

Al Masudi is the next important travdler of the 
tenth century who wrote his book" Muruju-l Zahah" SOllll.' 

time in the middle of the tenth century. The date of his 
1 M. n. 1., Vol. 11, p. Hl3 
2 J'"or thl' places mentioned by ;\Icrchant Sulaiman ~cc E_ D .. Vul. I, 1'\,.3-0 
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birth is not known to us but his death oocured in Egypt 
in 345 A.H. (956 A.D.). And before his death Al Masudi 
travelled far and wide. He visited India in 915 A.D., 
and most probably stayed here for two years'. 

Al Masudi was an acute and prolifio Arab writer who 
deservedly continues to be regarded as one of the most 
admired writers in the Arabic language. He was not 
only a writer of high order but also a well· known historian, 
geographer and enoyclopaedist2• As a historian he is re· 
garded as an unbiased and objective reporter of events. 
He is also seen in critioising the legendary ideas and fic­
tion wherever he feels neoessary3. Al Masudi was not 
simply an elightened thinker, but was much ahead his 
contemporaries4• He enumerates a series of ancient kings 
of India starting from Brahma who, according to him, 
reigned for 366 years. Al Masudi, personally, visited 
many places of India and gave olear aocount of the 
political and social customs of the Hindus. The main 
feature of his work is that he also mentions about tho 
tongue and language of,the Indian people of the various 
places. Al Masudi greatly admires the~king8 of Balhara 
for their greater respect for and protection to Islam. 

Our next Arab informant is Abu Ishak Al Istakhri 
who wrote his famous book "Kitbu-l--Akalim" in 310 
A. H. (951 A. D.). He also writes about the various Kings 
and States of India. Al Istakhri is more partioular about 
giving the names of the important cities of India. 

I M.I.Q., Vol. II, July-Oct, 1957, p. IQ3: And on the travels of AI :'1asudi, 
see s. Maqbool Ahmad, the Islamic Culture, Vol. XXVIII, No.4. 

2 1II.I.Q .. Vol. lIl, July-Oct. 19&7, p. 103 
3 Ibid .. p. 103 

4 Ibid .. p. 103 
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Ibn Haukal is yet another important Arab writer 

who after visiting various oountries finished his work 

"Ashkalu-l Bilad" (or the Kitabu-I Masalik wa-} Mama­
lik) in 366 A. H. (976 A. D.). The real name of Ibn 
Haukal was Muhammad Abu-l Kasim, who was a nativa 
of Baghdad. When he was merely a ohild, the powers of 
the Caliph had greatly deolined and Baghdad itself fell 
into the hands of the Turks. After attaining his manhood, 
he left Baghdad in 331A.H. (943A.D_), and passing through 
the various Muslim oountries, he returned to the oity in 
358 A. H. (968 A. D.) The following year Ibn Haultal was 
in Afrioa and oompleted his work a years afterwords. 
Like Al Istakhri, Ibn Haukal also discusses largely about 
the cities and frequently mentions about the religion and 
language of the Indian people. The next important Arab 
writer for our study is Rashidu-d-din who wrote his book 
Jamiu-t Tawarikh in the year 710 A. H. (1310 A. D.). Al 
Idrisi also oooupies an important pIneo among the Arab 
writers who wrote abouL India. H iR rcal name was Aim 
Abdu--l1ah Muhammad who was born at Ceuta, in 
Morocco, towards the end of th,e 11th century. He was the 
member of a family which descended from an anoestor 
named 'Idrisi' and so he oame to be known by the name 
of Al Idrisi. He personally visited Europe and finally 
settled in Sioily. It was at this place where he was 
enoouraged to write a book on geography. He, refers in 
his preface, to the various authors whose works were taken 
help of in the completion of the book. Further, informa­
tions were derived from other travellertl, WhUtlll verbal 
statements are required to be compared and tested. Al 
Idrisi tried to touch every aspt'ct of India-I:;ocia.l, 
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Religious and Political, but his statements embody some 
misguided informations and error of judgement. Writing 
about the country of the Balhara state he writes "In the 
oountry of the Balhara oonoubinage is permitted with all 
persons exoept married women. Thus a man may have 
intercourse with his daughter, his sister, or his aunts, 
provided they be unmarried." I It is most unfortunate 
that suoh sooial aots are neither to be found in the 
Muslim nor in the Hindu sooiety of India. This proves 
that Al Idrisi who never visited India personally, derived 
this information from some most unreliable and quite 
disreputable travellers and mentioned it without having 
tested it. Therefore, his statement should be studied with 
great oare and caution. Zakaria Al Kazwini's work 
"Asaru-l Bilad" whioh was written in 661 A. H. (1263 
A. D.)Z has also been occasionally oonsulted. Born in 
Persia, Al Kazwini was not actually a traveller, but 
compiled his works from the writings of Istakhri, Ibn 
Haukal and others, whom he regularly cites as his 
authoriti(>s. 

Al BC'runi's3 work entitled "Kitab-ul-Hind" is a mine 
of information. And, therefore, separate researohes may 
be done on this valuable work. It is diffioult to utilise his 
full account in this small work. But his statements are 
frequently quoted only to corroborate the acoounts as left 
by the Arab travellers whose names have been mentioned 
above. 

E. D., Vol. I. p. !Ill 
:! According to Casiri it was writtcn in 661 A. II. (1263 A. D. ) or according 

to Haji Khalifa it was Composed in 674 (1275 A. D.).sec E.D., Vol. I,p. 04. 

3 He was born in 1}73 A. D. in the tcnritory of modern khiva. 



Hindu Society 

Although the observations of Arab writers and Geo· 
graphers are not suffioient to give the complete picture of 
the sooial oondition of the period, but, nonetheless, they are 
quite useful in depioting a pioture of the contemporary, 
sooiety, how soever partial that may be. 

Caste System: In connection with the number of 
castes, the Arab travellers speak of seven oastes only. 
Ibn Khurdadba ' completing his book in the beginning 
of the 10th oentury A. D., thus, writes that "There are 
seven olasses of the Hindus, viz., 1st. Sabkufria, among 
whom are men of high caste, and from among whom 
kings are chosen. The people of the other six olasses do 
the men of this class hOIpage, and them only. 2nd, 
Brahma, who totally abstain from wine and fermented 
liquors. 3rd, Ka.taria, who drink not morc than three 
oups of wine; the daughters of the olass of Bl'ahma are 
not given in marriage to the sons of this class, but the 
Brahmas take their daughters. 4th, Sudal'ia, who are by 
profession husbandmen. The 5th Baisura are artificers 

1 This traveller recorded his statements in the early lOth century A. D., 
and died in the yt:ar 912 A. D. He left a fairly good account of the Indian 
trade, including political and social conditions of this country. I\:itbu-I 
Masa1ik Wa-I Mamalik, Tr. E. D., Vol. I, pp. 12-17; Arab Geography, pp. 
30,31. 32 



( 10 ) 

and domestics. The 6th, Sandalia, who perform menial 
offices. 7th, Lahud; their women are fond of adorning 
themselves, and the men are fond of amusements and 
games of skill ' • Inoidently, this observation of the 
division of Hindu caste into seven groups whioh though 
differ in some respects from those assigned by Ibn 
Khurdadba, is oorroborated by the acoounts given by 
Megasthenise as well who came to the oountry in the 4th 
century B. C2. It is not also easy to identify the names 
given by Ibn Khurdadba. However, the first is ullinteligi­
ble, the seoond is evident, the third seems to indioate the 
Kshatriyas, the fourth the Sudras, the fifth the Vaisya, 
t.he 6th the Chandalas, the 7th the Bazigars and itinerant 
jugglers3 • 

This division of seven castes is also supported by 
Al Idrisi4, who more distinctly narrates that "The Indi­
ans are divided into seven castes.- The first is that of the 
Sakria, these aro the most noble; from among them kings 
aro ohosen, and from no others. All the other castes pay 
homage to them, but they render homage to no one. Next 
eomo the Brahmans, who are the religious olass. They 

Kitabu-I Masalik Wa-I Mamalik, Tr. E. D., Vol. I .• pp. 16-17. None of the 
early Geographers notice this division into tribes or classes. but they 

appear to have known it. 

2 Megasthenisc Fragmenta. E. A. Schwan beck. pp. 42. 121. 127, as quoted 
in E. D. Vol. I .. p. 17. The Grecian authors, too. on the authority of 
l\Iegasthenise, divide the tribes of India into seven, ami atribute the 
offices to them which are very different from those assigned by Ibn 
Khurdadba. E. D •• Vol. I. p. 17 

3 E. D •• Vol. I, p. 17 and note I 
4 AI Idrisi completed his work Nuzhatu-I Mushtak in the 12th century. 

which gives an important account nf India for our study. E. D., Vol. I, 
pp. 74-73 ;and Arab Geography. PP. 108-120 
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dress in the skins of tigers and other animals. Sometimes 
one of them, taking a staff in his hand, will asscmble a 
orowd around him, and will stand from morn till l'VC 

speaking to his auditors of the glory and power of God, 
and explaining to them the events whioh brought destruc­
tion upon the anoient people, that is, upon the Brahmans, 
They never drink wine nor fermented liqoors. They 
worship idols (whom they consider to be) able to intercede 
Rith the Most High. The third caste is that of the Kastri­
yas, who may drink as much as three ratls' of wine, but 
not more, lest they lose their reason. This castc may 
marry Brahman women, but Brahmans canllot take their 
women to wife. Next comes the Sharduya, who are 
labourers and agaiculturists; then the Basya, who are 
citizens and mechanics, then the Sabdaliya, (or Sandaliya), 
who arc singers, and !whose women arc noted for their­
beauty; and. lastly, the Zakya, who arc jugglers, tumblers, 
and players of various instruments2." "This is a prettly 
correct description of caste". observps C. V. Vaidya" as it 
existed in India in the 9th and 10th centuries and as it 
struck an outsider who though not acquainted with its 
intricacies cannot but have marked the essential features 
of it3." In this list tho royal families of IntIia (Sabkutria) 
are placetI even above tho Brahmins. But on account of 
their valour, high morals anti undauntetI resistance aga­
inst the Mohammedans, they have been rightly placed on 
the top. They even distinguished themselves from the 
ordinary Kshatriyas·. The other four olasses arc obviously 

RatJs, OD" pound Troy 
2 Nuzhntu-I Mushtak. Tr. E. D,. Vol, T, p. 76 

3 C, V. Vaidya : History. of ~Icdiil!val Hindu India, Vol, II. 1924. p. f78 
4 Ibid, p. fiS 
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those of the Brahmins, ordinary Kshatriyas, the Sudras, 
the Vaisyas. The Sandalias are evidently the Chandalas, 
and lastly the Lahuds who appear to be the rope.danoers 
and others. 

Al Beruni, who visited India in the 11 th century A.D., 
divides the oastes of India into only four whioh, aooord· 
ing to him, existed from the biginning. He places the 
Brahmins on the top. Acoording to him the book of 
Hindus tell that the Brahmins were oreated from the head 
of Brahma and for this reason the Hindus consider them 
as the very best of mankind. The next oaste is the Ksha· 
triya, who were oreated, as the Hindus say, from the 
shoulders and hands of Brahma. But they are not much 
below in rank than that of the Brahmans. After them 
follow the Vaisya, who were oreated from the thigh of 
Brahma. And lastly come the Sudras who were created 
from his feetl. Then Al Beruni also narrates that after 
the Sudara come Antyaja who though rencIer various kin­
ds of services arc not yet reckoned amongst any caste, 
except only as member8 of a certain craft or profession. 
There arc eight guids in it the fuller, shoemaker, juggller, 
the hasket and ~hield marker, the sailor, fisherman, the 
hunter on wild animals and of birds, and the weaver. 
They freely intermarry with eaoh other except the fuller, 
shoemaker, and weaver.:.! The four castes as narrated 
above do not live together with them in ODe and the same 
place. These guids live near the village and towns of 
the four castes but outside them.3 

I A. I •. Vol .. 1. p. 100 

2 A. I •. Vol. I. p. 101 

3 I Lid •. p. 101 
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But the divisions of the Hindu castes as described by 
the early Arab travellers including Al Beruni do not find 
full support from the availabe contempomry Indian 
reoords. Kowever, some of the Indian evidences show 
that there were large number of castes and sub-castes 
existed at the time these travellers actually visited India. 
Kalhan's Hajtarangini describes as sixty four castes.' 
This statement is further supported by Kullukabhatta.:.l 
The Brihaddharma Purana gives number as 41 mixed 
castes, having the status of Sudaras.3 Sometime it has 
been described useless and diffioult to count the number 
of mixed oastes." Thus, in the fn.ce of tho varied aocounts 
both of the Arab travellm's as well as on the Indian 
records, it is very diffioult to arrive at a fair conclusion. 

The chief charaoteristics of the four oastes 0 f the 
Hindu sooiety viz, Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and 
Sudras, have been distinctly disoriminated by Al Beruni, 
"The Rrahmana" aocording to him, '"must have an ample 
intellect, a quiet heart, truth full speech, muoh patience; 
he must be master of his senses, a lover of justice, 
of evident purity, always direc"ted upon worship, entirely 
bent upon religion." Then the "Kshatriya must fill the 
hearts with terror, must be brave and high-minded, must 
have ready speech and liberal hand, not minding dangers, 
only intent upon oarrying the great tasks of his calling to 
a happy end." "The Vaisya." according to him "is to 
oooupy himself with agriculture with the acquisition of 

R. T .. VIII 2407 
2 Manu x 31. ( Manusmriti·with Kullukabhatta's ) Comml'n tary, Published. 

Nirnaya·Sagar Press. 
3 Briddharma Purana. Edited by M. Haraprasad Shastri, pub: Bibliothcca 

Indica, Calcutta, 1897. 
• Brahmavaivarta Puruna ( Ed. J ivunta Vidyasagar ) Calcutta, 1888. 
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cattle, a.nd with trade". And lastly a "Sudra is to end­
eavour to render services and attentions to each of the 
preceding classes, in order to make himself liked by 
th(':m".1 Enumerating the various duties of the four 
castes Al Beruni, further, writes that a Kshatriyas "rules 
the people and defends them for he is oreated for this 
task". Aocording to him it is the duty of a Vaisya "to 
practise agrioulture and to cultivate the land, lend the 
cattle and remove the needs of the Brahmans." And the 
"Sudra is like a servant of the Brahmans," taking oare of 
his affairs and serving him."2 To learn the Vedas was 
only the privilege of the Brahmans and Kshatriyas3 but 
Vaisyas and Sudras were completely deprived of this 
privilege, the Brahmans teaoh the Veda to the Kshatriyas, 
the latter learn it but oould not do the same.4 But tho 
Vaisyas and Sudras were neither allowed to hear nor to 
pronounce and reoite the vedas. If they Were found dis­
regardful of these social taboos "the Brnhlnins drag~' 
them "before the magistrate" and punished thelU b hav­
ing their tongues out Off".5 These acCOunts rcveai that 
the Arab travellers had no real undert;tandillg of the 
system of Hindu Sooiety and its organisational structure 
with the result that they failed to understand l't h' f 

. . SOle 
charaoteristIc, too. Due to this lack of understandi th 
. 1 d"d d h H' d S . t . ng ey simp y 1Vl e t e 11l u OOley 11l a lUanner .. 
h . . B' h sUltmg 

t e1r own co~vemenoe. Al erum, w 0 is regarded as 
more authentic observer, himself seems to have d d 

epende 
1 A. 1.. Vol. y. p. 103 

2 Ihirl .• Vol. n. p. 130 
3 Ibid .• Vol. I. 104 

" Ibid., Vol. T. p. 125 
Ii Ibiu., Vol. I. p. 125 
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himself more upon the anoient scriptures and stated 
according to what he had read in them instead of what he 
actually found the Hindu Society at the time of his 
visit. But inspite of these shortcomings, their significance 
can not be minimised as they really help us in assessing 
the oonstruction of the Hindu Society of that perIOd. 

The caste system in our oountry seemed to have two 
aspeots, the occupational and the matrimonial, and from 
the desoription of Ibn Khurdadba and AIIdri5i we may 
Conolude that matrimonial aspect had something to do 
with the development of oaste system in India. Generally, 
the marriages were then restrioted within its own oaste 
only. But here one excpptiol1 has been noticed by Ibn 
Khurdadba' . that the Brahmins oould mnrry the daughter 
of a Kshatriya. But a Kshatriya could not Illarry the 
daughter of a Brahmin2• 'rhe Kshatriya had most proba­
bly a similar privilege and oould marry a Vaisya woman3 • 

But this privilege has llot been t;hown by 11m Khurdadba4 • 

Al Idrisi 5 observes that the Kshatriyas eould marry, Brah­
man women, butBrahmalls calloot take their women to wife. 

The observations of Ibn h.nurdadba arc supported by 
Indian sources as wpH which speak of Anuloma marriage 

It has also been mentiuned by :'.Iegasthencsc, as quoted by C_ V. 
Vairlya,1\1. H. I., Vol. II, p. 179. 

2 E. D., Vol. I, p. 16 
3 Ibid., PI" /79·/1l0 
4 According to the ;\Ianu Smriti a Brahman could marry the Kshatriya, 

Vaigya and Sudra wives. The I(ghatriya cuuld marry still a Kshatriya 
and a Vaisya woman, and a Brahman coulll marry three. This is laid 
down by Vaisya as well. But one thing is remarkable there that tllC 

Smriti provides that a man must marry a lo\\'('r caste women of his 
own caste. which seems to have been the general practice in this period 

which eventually led to the stoppage of marriagc with oth\lr casto 
womCD. ~I. 1-[. I., Vol. II, Pl" 179-180 

5 E- D., Vul I, p .• 6 
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during this period. But this support is wanting in case 
of the observation of Al Idrisi who refers to the custom 
of Pratiloma marriage which does not appear to be in 
vogue during this period. It is also remarkable that a 
Brahman only in affiuent ciroumstanoes or in high posi­
tion could marry with Kshatriya or Vaisya wives!. It is 
further interesting to note that Al Beruni visiting 
India early in the eleventh century writes that "In our 
days, however, the Brahmanas, although it is allowed to 
them, never marry any women exoept one of their own 
castes."2 

But we find a peouliar description as given by AI­
Idrisi. He observes that "In the country of the Balhara 
oonoubinage is permitted with all persons except married 
women. Thus, a man may have intercourse with his 
daughter, his sister, or his aunts,' provided they be un.­
married."3 This observanoe of Al Idrisi iR applicable 
neither to the Indian society nor to the Muslims. If at 
all i~ ,:as so, it might have bee~ prevalent among'some 
aborlgmes and not among the Hmdus, for there is no such 
referenoe in Indian literature of the period. 

As regards the occupational aspect, it is evident that 
the Brahmanas were at full liberty to chOose any of the 
lower castes or their own peouliar profession ' th 

' l'b d ,VIZ" e pnest I 00. Al Beruni testifying to the high I f 
h B 1 'h" d '1' raIl {S 0 t e l'~ l~nallas lJl t e CIVil an un ltary serVices states 

that ongmally the affairs of Government and 
in their hands4 • And thus the Kshatriya War were 

I 1\1. H. I., Vol. II, p. 180 
2 1\. I., Vol. II, p. /1)6 

3 E. n., Vol. I, p. 89 

4 A. I .• Vol. II. p. 161 

and t.he Brah-
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mans both were assigned with the duties of rulin.g and 
fighting.' The Brahmans, generally, enjoyed high ranks 
in oivil services. But, sometimes, they could have taken 
up the military profession as well.z So, during this 
period, Brahmans are seen engaged in fighting.3 
The Rajtarangini also records the skill of Brahmans as 
soldiers in the battle field.4 Not only this but inscript­
ions of the Chandella, kalaohuri ann Chalukya dynasties 
are also in a way to support the Brahmans as military 
offioers.s Thus, corroborating the viewd of what Ibn 
Khurdadba has reoorded, Merohant Sulaiman,6 the 

1 Ibid .• pp. 101·02 
2 Manu also allowel the Brah"TI'lns to take up arms in times of distres~; 

to protect themqelves. the cows and Brahmans; and to prevent the 
admixture of Varnas ( Kautilya IX 2 ). A note of dissent has been 
expressed in Apastamba ( Apastamba I. 10. 29. 7). in this regard, Similarly. 
the general practics is also referred to in the Sukranitisara: cd. Sarkar. 
IV. 7,599 

3 In Bengal also WI: find an illustration of Goverdhana. the father of Bhatta 
Bhavadeva, who was not only a distinguished scholar but a warrier two, 
Inscriptions of nengal. Vol.III by N. G, Majumdar, p, 33, verse 12 

4 R, T., VII. I4~0 and VIIL 1013, 1071 
6 B, P. Majumdar: Socia. Economic Hi,bor." of Northern India (1960, p. 8Jj 

6 Amongst all the Arab travellers mentioned by Sir. Elliot. the name of 
Merchant Sulaiman comes first, Mr. Renallrlot. however, mentions only two; 
Merchant Sulaiman and Abu Zaid, who arc said to have completed the 
work named Salsilatu·t Tawarikh, But Elliot fastens doubt to Renalldot's 
this observation. Accorrling to him, the work was completed only by 
Merchant SlIlaiman and there was no ccntribution of Abu Zaid either. 
Merchant Sulaiman, who was established on the coast of the Persian Gulf 
or its environs, probably in Basra. and had uudertaken many voyages from 
the Persian Gulf to Inrlia anrl China, completed his work either in 827 A,H. 
or in 851 A. D. But now it seems almcst certain that the second portion 
of this work must have beed completed by Abu Zaid, The political condi. 
tiOD of India, as observed by Sulaiman in his short but authentic description 
shows. as it really was at that period, in existence the prowess of the 
kingdoms of Rastrakutas, the Pratiharas, and the Palas of the Duccan, 
the Gangetic Valley and the Bengal. We will discuss these statements in 
detail alou;:; with other ones. E. D:, Vol. I. pp. 1 -Il; The Arab Geography; 
pp.23-28 
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other Arab traveller records that, "In· all these kingdoms 
the nobility is oonsidered to form but one family. Power 
resides in it alone. The princes name their own suooessors. 
It is the same with learned men and physioians. They 
form a distinot oaste, and the profession never goes out of 
the oaste."1 While desoribing about the oountry of 
Balhara or the Vallabhi rajas, Al Idrisi points it out in 
the following words that, "It is hereditary here as in other 
parts of the oountry, where, when a king asoends a throne 
he takes the name of his predeoessor and transmits it to 
his heir. This is a regular oustom from whioh these 
people never depart.":! Abu zaid3 writes that, "Among the 
Indians there are men, who are devoted to religion and 
men of soienoe, whom they oall Brahmans. They have 
also their poets who live at the oourts of their kings, 
astronomers, philosophers, diviners and those who draw 
women from the flight of orows eto. Among them are 

1 E. D •• Vol. I. p: 6 

2 Ibid., p. 8G 
3 Abu Zair! seems to have completed the unaccomplished work of Merchant 

Sulaiman vide his own expression. given very pointcdly in bis narrative, 
in the very beginning. Thereat be declares that his sole object was to modify 
and complete the narrative of Sulaiman the Merchant with the help of what 
he had learnt in the course of his studies and gathered from persons Who 
had voyaged in the oriental seas. He almost completed this work some. 
times before the approach of the first quarters of the 10th Century. Abu 
Zaid seems to have visited India personally but dedicated Iais work on the 
sayings of AI Masudi. Although, Abu Zaid never mentions the name of 
Masudi from whom he apears to have borrowed his informations, even then, 
he always refers him as a trustworthy person. Similaraly, Abu Zaid speaks 
of a fact of magnificient courage performed by an Indian, who, before 
throwing himself into a blazing flTc, pierced his heart with his dagger- For 
this he invokes the testimony of a traveler. who was no other than AI Masudi, 
who has stated that he himself had witnessed this very performance with 
his own eyes. In the Similar fashioo he adds to his narrative some 
other informations; Arab Geography, p. 54; and for other informations see 
E. D. Vol. II pp. 7-11 and also. The Arab Geography, P. 82. 
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diviners and jugglers, who perform most astonishing 
feats. These observations are specially applicable to 
Kanauj, a large country forming the empire of J urz.»I All 
these obsesvations olearly show that the Brahmans 
followed the most varied professions of intellect and 
that Brahmans of Kanauj or rather northen India were 
still ahead of the rest of India, as in the days of Bana.ll 

It is also interesting to note that in those days the Brah­
mans were exempted from capital punishments. The 
privilege of the Brahmans has been notioed by Al Beruni 
who writes that, "If the murderer is a Brahman, and the 
murdered person a member of another oaste, he is only 
bound to do expiation oonsisting of fasting, prayers, and 
almsgiving."3 To kill a Brahman called 'Vajrabrah­
mahatya, was the greatest crime. Further, the killing of 
a cow, the drinking of wine and whoredom, especially 
with the wife of one's own father and teacher4 were othel' 
severe orimes pervalent in the Hindu Society. But for 
all crimes, writes Al Beruni, the kings do not for any 
of these crimes kill a Brahman or Kshatriya, but they 
confiscate his property and baJlish him from their country!>. 
Al Beruni further reoords that "a man of a caste under 
those of the Brahman and Kshatriya kills a man of the 
same oaste, he has t.o do expiation, but besides the king~ 
infliot upon him a punishment in order to establish au 
example.,,6 This observation of the speoial privilege of th~ 
Brahmans is also confirmed by the Indian literary souro~s 
whioh supplement Al Beruni's l>taterncnt and mentiou 

I E. D .• Vut I. P. 10 
2 1\1. II. 1.. Yol. II. p. 11>1 

3 A. I.. \"01. II. p. lOll 
4 I bid.. p. 162 

(; Ibid .• p. ltl2 

Ii IbId •• p. IG:! 
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that the most severe punishment for a Brahman was 
banishment.4 

But it is diffioult to Tlrp.snmA that Brahmans enjoyed 
Aimilar Tll'ivileges as recorded by Al Beruni. The 
Kubjikamata records that the sin of killing of a Brahman 
could be brushed aside hy repeating a certin mantra for 
20,00,000 timfls.2 Rajtarangini also reoords many inst. 
ances when Brahmans were executed by Rome tyrant 
persons.3 Al Beruni also exempts the Brahmans from the 
payment of the various taxes as mentioned by him,4 
This is further supported by the author of the Manaso­
Hasa,' But this privilege may not have been extended 
to the ordinary Brahmans. For thA Indian records do 
not show this type of privilege of thA Rrahmans,6 and 
the evidences~ referred to in some of the later inscl'iptlOns 
for the exemption of the BI'ahmans from the taxes7 are 

exceptions, were based on personal consi(lt~rations.a 

But the systC'm to aTlpoint Brahmans aA Ministen; seems 
to have heen a oommon featlll'c adopted by tIll' Hindu 
ruIen,; of the a'1;e.9 The oourse was followed hy the 

1 Barhaspatya Arthasastra, Eoitf'c\ by F. W. Thomas, I.ahore. 11121 ell. r. 
verse Ii: I.agh\'arhannitisu<tra I. I, 3i 

2 Quot('d from B. P. ~Iajllmrlar : Op. cit., p. 81l 

:1 H. T., VIII. 1013, 206ft 

4 .". I., Vol, n, p. 14!l 
:) ~Ianaso"asa, Gaekwaro's Oriental Serif'S. Baroda, Vol. I. p. 44, v .. rse 166 

(I See also (;llOshal, U. N. 'Contribution!! to the History of the Hinoll Revenue 

Systelll' Calcutta 1929, p. 13H; Altekar. A, S. 'Stat .. an,1 Governmen t in 
.-\nci('nt India, R('naras {'(litioll, HI"!I, p. 1!l5. 

7 Ins<TiptilJll 01 (;lIjarat dated 1230 A. D. and two olh"rs in Orissa, dated 
14:lfi "",I 1470 A, D, r.-.t~r to such "xl'nll'tioJls of Brahmans, E. I .. VIII, 
211 : J'''ll'l1al of the Asiati(' Society of l:kngal, LXII ( Ib!l3) Pt I, );0, 1 

8 :"iN' "bo, H. P, 7I\<ljllllldar. ,)1'. cit., P. 8S 

LI Ibid. PI'. s!I·!IU 
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Chahamanas, Chalukyas, Ka,laohuris and the Chandellas 
who exoept in some oiroumstances appointed Brahmans as 
their miniHtorH on hereditary basis. I Considering all these 
faots it may be safely assumed that at the time Al Beruni 
visited India the Brahmans & the Kshatriyas both formed 
the highest olass of the Hindu sooiety and enjoyed various 
privileges.Similarly.AI Masudi2very distinGtly writes about 
the Brahmans to the effeot, that, "They are honoured by 
Indians as forming thl"" most noble aud illustrious oaste.,,3 
And "Royalty is limited to the desoendants of one family, 
and never goes to another. The same is the oase with the 
families of the wazirs, kazis, and other high offioers. 
They are all (hereditary and) never ohanged or altered.'" 
A Brahman also stood very high in the eyes of :Manu who 
calls him,"The Lord of (all)oastos(Varna),"S and that what. 
ever exists in the world is the property of the Brahman.6 

1 Ibid., p. 90 
2 AI :\Jasu<li, an aCllte ohscrver anll writer whose date of 

hirth is stiII not known, llie,1 in Egypt in 345 A. H.. or in 

A. n. !l50. He had made successive journeys to Persia, India, Ceylon, 
Transoxiana, thl' coa~t of the (".a~piall Sea, El-:rpt. ami ttl llifIerent 

parts·of Africa. Spain anll the GrC'ck Empire. AI Masu,Ii. thC'rcforC'. gave 
us a vast and most <1('~cr;ptive a,count inc1lJlling Anei"nt India. He seems 

to hav(' visited ImHa in !1I;; A, n .• anti mnst prohahlr stayed here for two 
years. AI :\[asudi was w('l1 inform"d and had a vast knowledgl' of historv 

G('ography. h('\if'f" superstitions. anel as a matt('r of fact nothing remain('d 
untouchcrl to him. The main cle fect of his charactl'r is that he is fOllnd 
sometimes as an imaginary figIlTt·. But his book Murul Zahad, is an infor­
mative work of the high!'st onkr. E, 1> .• Vol. I, pp. 1~-25 : The Arah 

Geographr. pp. 30. 31, 32 and 42: MIQ., \'01. III. 1!J~;" p. 1O~; and 
nl,ll tr:l\·,". (If .\1 :\J uuli' s:!" S.:\1. Ahmad in 'Islallllc Culture. \ul. 

XXVIII., No.4, 

3 E. D,. Vol. I, p. l!} 

4 11>;,1., p. tu 
:; :\Ianu. Chaph'r X. PI'. 401·402 

II :\1 a II II, Chapter I, PI'. 24 2t.i 

. ~:: : 
\, . 
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But the Brahmans were accorded the highest rank in the 
medieval sooiety,' and speoially religion was exclusively 

monopolised by them.2 However, we may conclude this 
disquisition on oaste with a remark of Al Masudi that 
"The Hindus are distinot from all other blaok people, as 
the Zanjis, the Damadams, and others, in point of intellect, 
government, philosophy, strength of constitution and 
purity of oolour."3 

Al Beruni also desoribes that if a. Hindu was cap­
tured and taken away by the Muslims as a prisoner he was 
never allowed to return to his own faith.4 And if a Brah­
man eats in the house of a Sudra for sundry days, he is 
expelled from his oaste and can never regain it.5 This is 
tho petty correot description of Al Beruni as the Hinuus, 
since the very beginning, were noted for their oonsrvat­
ive outlook. They always treated the :Muslims as 
Mleoohhas and oow eaters and therefore, for the obvious 
reasons, a Hindu was compelled to obsovre a sepa,ration 
from them. It was one of the reasons for the wide and 
rapid ciroultaion of Islam in lndia or the Hindus who were 
forced to acoept Islam and were in 110 case allowed 
by the orthodox Hindus to return to their ancestor'3 
faith even if they had keenly desired as such. The record 
is also applica.ble to the HlIldu sooicty but not so rigidly 
as in the case of Muslims. 

1 Khali'l Ahmad Nizami: Some Aspects ~of J{digion and Politics In Jndi" 
lJuring The Thirteenth Cllntury. Will. p. G, 

2 Ibid-. p, 

J E. lJ .• Vol. I. p. 20 

4 A. 1.. Vol. II. I'p.I62-63 

(j Ibid. i'. W:! 
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Drink and Food: The pepole of India were little 
addioted to drink. The Brahmans, as of old, were total 
abstainerEi from all intoxioating liquors. Even the 
Kshatriyas, espeoially the king, are also desoribed as suoh 
by Arab travellers. Al Masudi observes that "The 
Hiudus abstain from drinking wine, and oensure those 
who oonsume it; not beoause their religion forbids it, but 
in the dread of its olouding their reason and depriving 
them of its powers. If it oan be proved of one of their 
kings, that he has drunk (wine), he forfeits the orown; 
for he is (not oonsidered to be) able to rule and govern 
(the empire) if his mind is affected,,1 Similarly, Al Idrisi 
remarks that the Brahmans "never drink wine nor fer­
mented liquors,'2 But according to the same traveller 
Kshatriyas were allowed to "drink as much as three ratls 
of wine. but not more, lest they should lose their 
reason.',3 Ibn Khurdadba makes a strange observation 
that "The kings and people of Hind regard fornioation as 
lawful. and wino as unlawful. This opinion prevails 
throughout Hind, but the kings of Kumar4 holds both 
fornication and the use of wino' as unlawful. The king of 
Saranuip eonvcys wine from Irak 

Muruju-I Zaha", '1'r., E. D.yol. I, p. :!O 

2 Nuzhatu-I :Mushtak. Tr. E. n , Vol. I, p. 76 , I - .. 
3 Ibid., P. 76 

4 Kumar is the country ncar about Cape Comortn. Tr;n·ancore. etc. l\azwini 
makes the same statement respecting Kumar but he refers to Ibn l'akiyah 

as his authority. He adds lthat wine-drinkers were punisbed by having 

a hot iron placed on thier bodies and kept there till it got cold. !\Jauy 

died under the infliction. E. D.. Vol. I, 1" 13 and note 2 

5 KitallU-1 :\la,,,,lik \\'a-I Mamalik Tr. E. D .• Vol. P. /3; Abu Zaid also 

records in connection with the country of l,umar that "The inhabitants 

abstain {r<Jlll Iicl."nl iou,ncss and {roIll all sorts of win('." E.n., \"01. I. p. 8 
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It is intere!;ting to note that Kshatriyas had no such religi_ 
ous scruple as to ab!;tain from wine, but all the same most 
of them abstained from it and do now abstain from drink 
( wine) like the Risodias of Mewar.' Ibn Khurdadba's 
observation that Ketarias (Kshatriyas) were allowed to 
drink not more than three cups, but the Brahmans were 
total abstaii1ers.2 His observation in oonnection with the 
Kshatriyas seems to be a strange one. The Vaisyas. then 
as now, wero total abstainers though there must have 
been many exoeptions.3 While writing about India, 
Merchant Sulaiman also observes that "They do not take 
wine, nor do they take vinegar which is made of wine. 
This noes not arise from relif];iou8 hut from their disdain 
of it,,4 He further mentions that the Indians say that"The 
prince who drink, wine is no true king."s for as there are 
frequent wars with the neighbouring states, how should a 

:\1. H, I,. Vol. II. p, 185 

2 Kitabu.1 :'Ira~alik \Va.1 Mamalik. Tr. E. D •• Vol, r. P. 16. The same 
author writ"s that the kings and th" people of Hind regard fornication 
as lawful. alld wine as unlawful. This opinion prevails tkroughout Hind 
( Ihid. p. 13). nut here ht' observes that three cups were allowed to 
Kshatrivas. It appears that Kshatriyas refer to ordinary l{shatriyas 

and not to the ruling families. 

3 \Ve fm,l a "hang(' in the cod(' of drinking wIne in 12th Century A. D, 
Th" Sukranitisara allows moderate drinking on the ground ·that it devt:'. 

lop~ talent. sharpens int('lligencl'. increase patience and makes a mind 
stencly : (ed. Cuicatta) 1. 1/0.17; Lakshmi<1hara. prohibits the 
Brahmans from drinking spirituous liquors from gur or fermc-ntpli rice 

or from hont·y hut permits the kings and Vaisyas to drink these 10r 
vIgour or during "festivities. !\iyatakala kanda. p. 831 

4 Salsilatu·t Tawarikh. 'Ir E. D •• Vol. I. p. 7: and sec also Ancient Accounts 

01 In.lia and China, p. 83 
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drunkard manage the affairs of his kingdom.'" Merchant 
Sulaiman's above stat<Jment finds its support from Bhatta 
Bhavadcva, the King of Bengal, who prohibited the use of 
wine for all of his subjects.:.l 

But even then we find evidences to show that wine waE> 
freely used by certain classes of men and women in the 
Hindu sooiety. Probably. the Muslim travellers were 
misguided by some of the kings of India who considered 
the use of wine unawlful. But, side by side, we find 
numerous references when wine was used in large quantity. 
The Sukrallitisara permits moderate drinking for the 
maintenance of sound heath; to sharpen the intelligence 
amI to make the mind steadv.:I Laksmidhara, however, 
did not permit the Brahmans to drink spirituous liquors 
made from gur or fermented rice or boney.4 At the same 
time it allows the kings and Vaisyas to usc the same 011 
the occasion of festivity.5 But acoording to Manasollasa 
a king was not allowed to drink but all certain oocasions 
suoh as marriages, ceremonies etc. and could entertain 
the ladies of the harem as well with wino.6 Al Masudi who 
visited Cambay about the middle of the tenth century A.D. 
a]80 reoords that Indians sometimes make girls drink in 
order to show their mirth so that the beholder may be ins-

Ancient Accounts of India and China by two Mohammadan travellers 
who went to those parts in the 9th century (translated into English by 
l{enaudot, London, 1733 ), p. 33, and sec also E. D., Vol. I, p. 7 

2 Bhavadevabhatta : Prayaschita-pmkaralla. edited by Girisa Chandra 
Vcdantatirtlm. pub: Vil'l'l11lra ]{(,"card, Socit'ty, Hajasthan.1027, p. 40iI 

3 Sukranitisara (cd. Cal. ) I., pp. 276-285 

4 }/iyatakalakauda·. p, 331 

5 Ibid .. 1'.331 

G })vyasrayakavya 01 H"mdlandra, Vol. 1.1'. 1:1 
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pircd with gaiety by their nwrriments.1 It was also 
oommonly found that on oertain oooasions drinks were 
also offered to the guests and invities.2 

Thus, it is quite olear that most of the MUilim tra­
vellers reoord and praise the Indians for not being fond of 
drinking wine. But it is not always true beoause our 
oontemporary literary evidenoes show that drinking was 
partially used by the Indians-men, women and even by 

the kings.3 

The statement of Al Masudi who personally visited 
Cambay (943·95a) oertainly oorroborates the faot that 
at least on some oooasions Indians made girls drink in 
order to exoite them to show their joviality to their behol­
ders in order to inspire them with mirth and fincry.4 
This statement also f!nds support from Bana who 
describes similar type of jovial oeremony held on the 
occasion of the birth-festival of Harsha.s Although Bana 
was not present on the ocoasion whioh he narrated but it 
must have been a usual featur~ during his time. And no 
doubt the same oustom prevailed with some modifications 
till the time of Al Ma!'ludi who personally visited Cambay 
in about the middle of the tenth century A.D. 

'While writing about India, Merohant Sulaiman 
a180 observes t~at ~'They do nO.t take wine, 1101' do they 
take vinegar WhICh 18 made of wme. This does not ariso 

s. M. II. :-<ainar: .\rab Gcugraphcr~' knowladgc :>f ~outbern Iudia p. 102 

:.! U. 1'. :'Ilajumdar : op. cit .. p. 360 

3 Fur further study see Ibid. pp. 360·(;1 

, S.:\1. II. Nainar. up. cit-. page 102 

i', Ilarsha<:harita. (Tr. Cowell) PI'. 112-14 
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from religious soruples, but from their disdain of it.'" 
He further mentions that Indians say "The prince who 
drinks wine is not true king,":! for "as there are frequent 
wars with neighbouring states, how should a drunkard 
manage the affairs of his kingdom.,,3 

It is also evident from the statement.s of the Arab tra­
vellers that, though not oompletely, the Brahmans were 
generally abstainers from flesh. Al l\:Iasudi observes 
that they (Brahmans) do not eat flesh of any animal.4 

The provisions of later Smritis show that Brahmans were 
not in the habit of using flesh generally; but Vyasa 
observes that Brahmans invited to a Sraddha or sacrifioe 
must cat flesh, otherwise they would fall into perdition.s 

But for a Brahman, and evon a Kshatriya or Vaisya 
there was a general prohibition to kill or to cat flesh.s 

It is also peouliar to note that some of the sub-ca8tes of 
Brahmans and other oastes of the northern India still eat 
flesh. The Brahmans were also not to drink the milk of 
any animal exoept the oow and the she-Buffalo; not to 
eat onions and such other vegetables. Henoe Al l\Iasudi's 
observations may be treated as :correct in that eating 
of flesh by Brahmans was not a common feature among 
them. 

Merohant Sulaiman, describing the food of thc saints 

I Salsilatll-t Tawarikh' Tr. E- D- Vol. I; Anti sec also. Ancient _\ccollnts 

of India and China. p. 33 

:! Ibid .. page 7 and page 33 

3 Ancient Accollntg of In,lia and China 

4 l\IlIrlljll-1 Zahab- Tr. E. D_. Vol. I. p. 19 

(, 1\1 HI·. Vol· II. page 185 

tj Ibid" page 186 
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and yogis of India, who gem~rally lived in mountains and 
jungles, says that sometimes they have nothing to eat but 
herbs and the fruits of the forest. Al Idrisi gives a more 
oorreot picture of the people of N aharwala and about their 
food. He mentions that "they live upon rice, peas, beans, 
haricots, lentils, mash, fish, and animals that have died 
a natural death~ for they never kill winged or other ani­
mals".' The use of rice haH been Qspeoially mentioned 
by the Arab travellers. 

Ibn Haukal also mentions the names of the various 
Indian fruits available in various parts of the country. He 
writes that in :Mansura the climate is hot and "there is 
neither grapp, nor apple. nor ripe date (tamr), nor_ 
walnut in it." But he says that sugar cane grows there. lIe 
also mentions a fruit of the size of the apple "which is 
called Laimun, and is exceedingly aoid." The place also 
yields a fruit called 11mbaj (mango). The plaoe is cheap 
and prioes are low and there is an abundance of food:!. 
He also found the western coastal regions produoing 
mangoes,ooco-nuts, lemons, and rice in great abundance 
and honey in great quantities.:! Similarly, Kasdar is 
also a cheap place, "where pomegranates, grap<'s, and 
other pleaHant fruits are met with in abundance."4 Ibn 
MaRah of the tenth century also menions that rice and cow's 
milk s('rved as the main items in Gujarat. ~ From thn 
sanl(' writ('r we also l('arn that rice and milk were 

I ""ulhatu·1 :lfushtak. Tr. E. D.. Vol· I. page !;S 

2 E. IJ.. Vol. I. page 35 

3 Ibid .• page :iK; See also E. D •• Vol. I. p. 27 

4 Ihil\., I,age 3!I 

5 As 111I()tecl by llajlllndar A. j~. : Chaulukyas of Gujarat ( 19l1u ) : paga 35.1 
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considered to be vcry healthy food.' Not only this but 
also rice was the principal food of the people of Kashmir 
as well as of Uttar Pradesh,2 And the Indians believed 
that the diet consisting exclusively of rice and cow's millk 
was beneficial for the maintenanoe of a·sound and prolong­
ed life. It was also useful for good oomplexion.3 Testifying 
to the same views Marco Polo, in the last dcoade of the 
thirteenth century (0.1293 A. D.), narrates the nakt.d 
ascetics of Gujarat who ate nothing but a little rioe and 
milk a.nd livcd long upto the age of-ISO or 200 years. 4 

Dress: The Arab travellers also mention that under 
the influence of Arab rulers, the dresses of the inhabitants 
of Sindh wcre also changed. Al Istakhri writes that the 
dress of the people of Mansura "is like that of the people of 
Irak. but the dress of their kings resembles that of the kings 
of India. in respect of the hair and the ttmio."s This obse­
rvation has been oonfirmed by the statement of Ibn 
Haukal whos ubstitutes only tl"Ousers for hair.6 Ibn Haukal 
further describes ahout the dresses of the various plaoes 
of the country. \Vriting about t!lC peoI)le spread over from 
Cambay to Saimur, onr travellcr writes that the Muslims 
and infidels wear the same dresses and let their beards 
grow in the same fasion. 7 He also writes that the pcople 
of Multan dress in the sallle way.8 In Mckrall all wear 

1 Ibid •• 1'. il:i4 

:.! n. P. Majumdar : op. cit •• Pp. :.!;, j-8 

!I .0\. K. llnjumdar, op, cit •• p. :\;, I 

4 Quoted by U. P. Majnmdar op. cit., p. :I~:I 

r. Abu Ishak AI Istakhri's l"itabu-J Akalim, Tr, E. D., Vol. I, p. 2. 
Ij E. D .• Vol. I. p. :I:; 

, Ibid., P, all 
lS IbiJ. 
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short tunics except the merchants who wear shirts and 
cloaks of cotton like the men of Irak and Persia.! The 
Muslim influence on the dresses of the people of these 
places as mentioned by Ihn Haukal is obviously due to 
the long Arab rule and their settlement over these places. 
And it would not be surprising if our this traveller had 
found Muslim dresses very common in these areas. Simi­
larly, relying on Ibn Haukal, many, hold that the 
people of the Gulf of Cambay and Malabar oost wore 
'izr and mizr' after the fashion of the Muslim settled 
there. This has led them to believe that men, perhaps 
after the fashion of the Muslims, wore shorts and Jackets.2 

But it docs not seem to be a correct estimate holds Dr. 
A. K. Majumdar who, on the authority of one of the ooins 
of Chandragupta3 I, says that the Indians did not bOl'row 
this dress from the Muslims.4 He further says that one of 
the ooins of Chandragupta I clearly shows him wearing a 
close fitted ooat and short-trousers. 1!'rom this he says 
that the Indians had been using those two articles of dress 
long before the birth of Islam. And most prohably trou_ 
sers and jackets were copied from the Central Asian 
SakaH or the Kushans.5 

Ibn Haukal desoring about the people of the land of 
Balhara(Cambay to Saimpur)further writes that the MUslin} 
and infidels both in this traot wear the same uresHes. and 
let their beard's hair grow in the same fashiun.They usc fine 

~ As quoted by A. 1(. Majumdar, op. CIt., p. ;':,', and footnote 1;4 

II Allan: Catalogue of Gupta Coins. 43 

4 A· K. Majumullr, op. <.:it., p. a:,I, 

" I Lid •• 
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Muslim garments on account of extreme hrat. The 
men of Multan dress in the same way.' Apparently it 
seems that no trousers were worn and people in the 
Duocan and the Punjab continued the use of the two 
Dhoties or pieces of cloth of ancient times.2 He mentions 
further t.hat in Mekran (Persian border) they use Persian 
and Makranic d~esses. All wear short tunics except the 
merohants who wear shirts and cloaks of ootton like the 
men of Irak and Persia.3 It is quite olear from the above 
descriptions that Muslim dresses were very oommon 
among the people of Sindh. Multan and Mausura. It was 
not surprisng, at all because the places were oooupied by 
the Arabs early in the 8th oentury A. D. and it was due 
to their long rule that the dresses of the people were 
changed completely. 

Ornaments: Arab travellers seem to be much 
impressed by the Indian ornaments. Merchant Sulaiman 
and Abu Zaid of the nineth century A. D. have mentioned 
of gold bracelets, of preoious stones used by both men and 
women of India; preoious ear.ri!lgs and collars were also 
worn by the kings and the high ranked persons of the 
courts.· 

Abu Zaid desoribing about the ornaments used by the kings 
reoords that"they (the kings of the Indies) wear also oollnrs 
of great price, adorlH~d with preoious stones of diverse 
colours, but especially green and Jed; yet pearls are what 

1 E. D •• Vol. I. p. :i!1 

2 M. H. I.. Vol. II, p. 187 

3 E. D .• Vol. I. p. 1I9 

4 Ancient Accounts of India and China, p. :16 
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they most esteem; and their value surpasses that 
of all other jewels. The grandees of their court, the 
great officers and captains wear the like jewels in their 
colours.'" It is also obvious from the writings of 
Al Idrisi that the use of gold and silver was a]so a common 
feature among the women in those days.:! He speoially 
mentions rings of gold and the silver being popularly used 
by the ladies upon their feet and hands.3 · 

There is no reason to disbelieve the account of these 
traveJlcrs. But it is a pity that even these travdlers are 
not clear enough regarding oth!::r Indian ornaments whieh 
found mention in some Indian literary and scu I I>tural 
works. 

The description of the ear·rings of the nobles is also 
corret. Its usc oontinued even up to the time of the pesh­
was, and large ear-rings shown in the picture of Nana 
phadanvis generally testify it. The usc of the golden ear· 
rings appears to have been prescribed to every Hindu 
house·holder and this custom still prevails in most of the 
plaoes. 4 Similarly, the use of pearl necklace was common 
among both men and women.~ Rajasekhara a well known 
writer narrates the story of a pearly necklace purchased 
by a Kanauj Emperor of the previous Varma dynasty in 

I Ancient Accounts of India and China. pp. !11l·99; similarly we find in 
passage of the translation of Abu Zaid in E. D •. Vol. I, P. I I, that "The 
kings of India are accustomed to wear ear· ring of pl'ecions stones, mounted 
in gold. They also wear necklace of great value formed of the most 
pH'cion" red and green stones. P('arls. however, are held ill the highest 
caste{'m. and greatly sought after." 

:I E. D., \'01. I, p. ~b 

:J Ibid. 

~ M. H. I., Vol. II, p. IS, 

" I hi'!., 1'. l~" 
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his drama, which also lCluls support to the Arab travellers 
testimony. I 

Many ornaments are also referred to in the Deopara 
inscription of Vijayasena and the Naihati plate of Vallala­
sema which have not been mentioned by the Arab Trave­
llers. The former seems to have been referred to jewels, 
ear-rings, necklaces, gold bracelets and anklets.:! 

The tOl'racotta figures discovered at Rajghat (Vara­
nasi) confirm as to how the hair of women werc tied with 
pearl festoons.:! Some literary works. such as Ram­
ch a l'i ta.4 Samaya matrika,s Trisastisalaka pUl'usacharita,6 
Naisadhacharita,7 and Rajatarallgini,8 refer different 
types of ornaments, which appear to be in use among the 
people of those days. But even these are also not 
mentioned by the Arab travellers. 

Al Utbi of the early eleventh century A. D., who 
wrote his celebrated hook Tarikh·i.Yamini, mentions a 
necklace which was taken off the neok of Jaipal of 
the Shahi dynasty in 1001 A. D. Aooording to him the 
necklace was composed of largo'pearls and shinning gems 
and rubies in gold of whioh the valuo was two hundred 
thousand dinars. And Illany other ornaments were also 

Ibid., p. 188 

2 Dcopara Ins. Verse II in Inscriptions of Bengal, 'luI. III. by N.G. Majumda: 

3 Journal ofthe U. P.llistorical Society, XIV. ·1 

4 R. C., III, pp.33-3' 

6 Samayamahika. VII, p. 14, 15 

Ii Trisastisalakapllrusacharita, 1, 229 

7 Naisa<lhacharita, I, 31!, VII, bO, IX. l04.Uti. XV. '-;, 

I:i h:. T., V III 2~3:1, ~S3.; 
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taken away from the neoks of his relatives who were either 
killed or taken prisoners.1 The statement of Firishta, 
who though is a muoh later historian, also oorroborates 
the views of Al Utbi. As also he mentions that sixteen 
necklaoes were oaptured by Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni 
after his victory over Jaipal.2 

The me of neoklace of great value adorned with the 
most precious red and green stones may be seen even in 
those days round the necks of the Indian princes. The 
Khajuraho sculptures olearly speak that Keyura, nupura 
and graivyeka necklaces were extensively used. O. C. 
Gangoli, however, has pointed out that these soulptures 
show the wearing of various kinds of ornaments by 
ladies on their fore-head, arms, wrists and ears.3 
Hemachandra mentions in his work, Desinamamala.,4 
the names of the various ornaments, viz., rings neoklace, 
and head-ornarnent oalled ohatvaso. Among all the 
ornaments, ratnaSudala was also a favourite ornament 
whioh was mostly used in Bengal." 

The Arab travellers have made referenoe to pearls 
also, which were held highly among the Indian ornaments 
in those days. Pearly neoklaces were worn both by men 
and women. 

Besides these ornaments, there were oertain other 
ornaments which have not been described by the Arab 
travellers. The ullarayam made of cowries and Tagnam, 
a bracclet made of strings as used by poorer people 

1 Tarikh.i. Yamini. TT. E. D •• Vol. II. p. 26 

2 B. F .• Vol. I, p. :l~ 
:l Art of the Candclas, Plates Ill, 11, 19,22 and 3u 

4 Dcsinamamala 111. ~ 
5 Kra!llri~ch S. Pata and Scna Sculptures, Fig. 39 
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are also mentioned in some contemporary litarary 
works. t. It is peouliar to note here that the nose orna­
ment (nosering),2 usually made of preeious pearls and worn 
by married Indian women, does not find mention in the 
aooounts of the Arab travellers. Similarly the ommission 
of the toe-ring is also oonsipiouous. It is very surprising to 
note that these two ornaments, whioh are very important 
upto this time and regarded as a singn of saubhaya or 
married bliss, oould not oatoh the eyes of the Aarb 
travellers. The ommission of the toe-ring may have been 
aocidental, as it was not a very prominent or valuable 
ornament,3 but the nose-ring is very important and even 
today evCl'y bride uses it at the time of her marraige. 
This is still more surprising to note that not only the 
Arab travellers have failed to montion it but also the 
literary sou roes, sculptors and painters do not desoribe 
or illustrate the nose-ring and toe-ring.. It is believed 
that nosc-ring was not known throughout the wholo of 
the entire Hiudu p(~riod.5 It is, t.herefore, very likely 
that these have been bOrI'owedfrom the Muhammadans 
here-aftcrwards6 who (Ara,bs) probably borrowed it from 
the Herbew8, as has been mentioned in the old Test­
ament.7 

1 Desinamamala. I. llO: V. I 

2 It is also called as natha, nathia, or nathini ctc. 

3 Dr. A. S. Altekar: The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization, l!IoG. 

p.3Ul 
• 1 bid .• p. :101 

(; Ibid •• p. 3U2. "Hindu SculptUics of Puri and Hajputana of the post­
Muslim period and mural paintings in the Padmanabhasvami temple at 
Trivendrum of the Hth century begin to show the nose.ring from tho 

13th Century. ··lbid. p. 30:& 

(; Ibid .. p. 3112: M. H. I .• Vol. II. p. lti~ 

7 Dr. A. S. Altekar. 01'. Cit .• p. 3u3; New Indian Antiquary. l!lf3-4, P.:lo 
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The high degree of skill attained by the jewellers 
is simply testified by the intrIcate designs manifested on 
the neokla.oes and ear-rings in Khujuraho soulptures. 
Parvati and Lakshmi wear a necklaoe arranged in reotan­
gular stabs. An Apsara with mirror in the Kandariya 
Mahadeo temple wears a tyre-shaped neoklaoe and the 
Flying Deva in the Duladeo temple is seen with a 
nE"oklaoe whose reotangular blocks arc long.' As regards 
ear-ornaments, the Apsara of the Parsvanath temple 
wears a heavy ornament, where a bud appears below the 
ear and below the bud a sun-flower-like ear-ring hangs. 
The Apsara with a mirror in the Kali temple has an ear­
ring whioh is a round pressed square-blook. Another 
Apsara with a soorpion in the Kandariya Mahadeo temple 
has an ear-ring whose flowers are entwined.2 We also 
find in the Tishashtisalakapurushaoharita where Hem­
chandra mentions atleast fourteen various ornaments 
whioh were suitable for a women.3 It is obvious from the 
writings of Hemchandra that the ornaments in the list 
submitted by him must have been very oommon itt the 
time he wrote his book. The Arab travellers have 
mentioned only a few of them and faill'd to discover 
various othel' Indian Ol'narncllts worn by both mCIl and 
women at that time. 

1 The Socin-Ecollumic History of ~orthern India, p. 209 

2 I bid_. 1'. 20\1 

3 V· I. p. 2211_ The list of fourteen orllaments given by the translater is 
.. s )ollow!I : (1) Nee-lace (2) Short or half necklace, (3) Ear_ring 
(4) ,;"Id ( bracelet ). (6) Jewel (necklace or bracelet), (6) String of 

pearls. (7) Armlets, (~) Allklcts, (9) Allother kind of bracelet' 
(/fll Ring, (11) Ear.rins, (12) Pearl.necklace, (1:1) Crest.jev", 
lUI Tilikil. 



37 ) 

Pardah : Acoording to Abu Zaid "Most of the 
prinoes of India, when they hold a oourt, allow their 
women to be seen by the men who attend it, whether 
they be natives or foreigners. No veil eonoeals them 
from the eyes of the visitors.'" The traveller, 
according to C. V. Vaidya, seems to be misled in his 
observation.2 He further holds that this system, how­
ever, might have been true of the princes of Malabar and 
the South, for there has been no pardah among them 
either in anoient or modern times.3 It is also interesting 
to note that even in the northern India Pardah was 
never observed striotly by all the castes. The term 
Pardah literallv means a ourtain or something to 
soreen off; popularly it applies to vei1.4 And for the 
dovelopment of Parhah in India we find contradictory 
statements. Some hold that the Muslims are responsi­
ble for its growth in India, and before the introduotion 
of Islam, the Indian women went about freely.s But 
others are of the opinion that this custom is of immemo· 
rial antiquity whioh has been supported by many 
illustrations from anoient Hindu Social History.6 In 

E. D., Vol. I. p. II 

2 M. H. I., Vol. II, p, I till 

3 M. H. I., Vol. II, 1'. HIS 

4 Compare K. ~1. Ashraf 'Lift' and Conditions of the People of Hindustan·. 
p. 131> and IC :II· Yusuf's An article on 'Muslim Women and Pardah', 
Amrita Bazar l'atrika, l'uja Annual Number 1%1, p. 125 

Ii Compare Coopt'r ( Miss) Elil<lueth 'The Harim and the Pardah'. London 

1916 .. p 102 

6 Compare the opinion of .~Ir. Mehta in an article on 'Pardah'. in the 

Leader, Allahabad,l\!iIy 1928 ; M n I Vol. II, p: ISS; S. M. Jatlar's 

( Some Cultural Aspects of Muslim Rule in India). pp: I !I7 - 20 I; and 
'Ancient Hindu Polity', by N. N. Law, p. 144, A S Altekar, Op; 
C,t., p. 114 
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faot, there was partial exclusion of women in Ancient 
India and women observed a ourtain or 'Veil,'t the so 
oalled 'Ghoonghat' of the modern times.2 The present 
elaborate and institutionalised form of Pardah, aooording 
to Dr. K. M. Ashraf, dates baok from the time of the 
Muslim rule.3 

But the custom of 'Veil' or 'Ghoongat' does not mean 
complete seolusion of the women in earlier days. 
Ramayana also reoords that the appearance of 
women in the open was not objeotionable on the oooasions 
of marriage, festivity, saorifioe, and public oalamity.4 
There are ma-ny other instanoes, too, in our anoient religi. 
ous and literary books whioh olearly spca.k that the women 
in those periods went about freely without any 'Veil" But 
the observation of the traveller as to the appearance of the 
women in the open oourts of northern India oan be 
aooeptcd only with a grain of salt for the oust om of some 
sort of Pardah prcvailed in this country sinoe the early 
ages.6 It appears, according to C. V. Vaidya, that "the 
traveller was misled by the Ilfcsence of the female 

1 K. M. Ashraf, op: cit:, p; 13!1: But ·Veil' is mentioned as a mark of 
nobility in the Harsha.Charita of Bana Act; I. Scene 3 

2 K. M. Ashraf.op. <'it .• p. 139; ·Some Cultural Aspects ef Muslim rule 
in India p. 20~. In ancient India there was partial seclusion of women 
but among the poor it was quite unknown. See K. M. Yusuf's article o~ 
'Muslim \Vomen and Pardah: Amrit Bazar Patrika, l'uja Anuual 
~lIInl",r, 19tH, p. 121; 

a K. :'1. J\shraf, op. cit •. 1'. 139 

4 A S. Altekar's 01'. cit-, P. liS 

r. Fllr its evidences, see ILid" pp, 168.178 

ti There are alii pIe reasons to endorse that except I th • " or e lew persons 
1 ardah system In AnCient India was (Juite unko'" S . • nn. ee A S Altekar 
01" dt .• 1'1'. /lJ6-17:.1 . • • 
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attendants of the Idngs who always attended upon him 
even in open court as described by Bana.,,1 Hc further 
observes that "The king's wives and queens could not 
have appeared in open court in the north of India or 
even in Maharashtra."~ Disagreeing with it Dr. A. S. 
Altekar argues that neither in the ancient religious books 
nor in the old Sanskrit dramas we find any trace of the 
Pardah system.3 Even "Yuan Chuange has given an 
intimate pioture of the Hindu society of the 7th oentury 
A. D., but he no where refers to the Parda system. We 
learn from him that Rajyasri, the widowed sister of 
of Harsha, used to oome out without a veil in her brother's 
court."! Similarly, Rajatarangini, another important 
work whioh deals with the detailed history of the oourt 
and the life of the people of Kashmir from 700 to 1150 
A. D., gives no referenoe of any Pardah system prevail­
ing there. Subsequent to it many SaI1skrit dra.ma.s 
do not testify to the Pardah system at all. The plots of 
the Sakuntala and tho Malati-Madhava, do suggest that 
there werc no purdah system being strictly observed; so 
is the case with Bana's Kadambari.5 \i\Te ah;o learn 
that girls were often educated with boys. The 
referenoes of various marriages are also there. Not 
only this but it has also been found when youths moved 
in the oompany of their sweet hearts to enjoy shows and 
sports together.6 Even in the early medieval India the 

1 M. H- r., Vol. II. p. /MS 

2 Ibid-. p. 188 

a A. S . .>dtekar; op_ bit. P l·i:.! 

4 Ibid.; p- l':l 

[, Ibid. 

ti Ibid .. pp- lIIti-tJ7 
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Chnch-Nama, which narrates the history of the Sindh 
from the usurpation of the Brahman Chach to the Arab 
conquest of Sindh, alw shows that Indian women upto 
that time did not observe Pardah. 'fhe Chach-Nama 
thus writes that after the defeat and death of king Dahir 
of Sindh his queen Rani Bai collected some of the qcnerals 
and prellared for fight in 712 A. D. She personally 
renewed the army in the fort and fifteen thousand 

warriors were thus collected. And thus she bravely defended 
the fort against the on-slaught,s of the Arah foroes under 
Mllhammad bin Kasim.1 Similarly, Nniki nevi taking 
her infant son Mularajq. I into her lap fought gallantly 
and crushed the armies of Islam under the famous 
general Shahab-ud-clin in th", open field of hattle in 117R 
A. D.:! An insoription of Bhima's reign also states that 
during t.he reign of Mularaja even a woman could defeat 
Hammira.3 It is also interesting to note that 
some of the Chandella qneens took keen interest in the 
publio l,ffairs.4 It is also referred that some ladies of 
the royal hou~e hold took somA part in the 
administration nurin~ the rule of the Gahadq,vala 
D'ynesty.~ All those would not ha.ve beon possible if the 
Pardah sy~tcUl were uhserved in the society. 

1 Chach·Nama. E. [J,. Vol. I, p. li2 

2 A. K. :\Iajumuar, op, cit., pp. 131.13~, 1:1;", anulal; 

3 A ,u.ie, tioll of l'rakrit anu Sansl,rit Iuscriptions Published by the 

Hh"v"na~ar ,\rchaeological Department, with an intrOduction by J,'. 

I'ctt'n:on, UlU:., :.!I", V. 2!I 

4 Dr. S. I':. l\litra : The Early Hulus of l{hajuraho. br,ll, P. In 

(, I\li". I,oma :\i}'o;;i : 11<t' Hi.tol}' of the Gilllada I D III .( vaa ynasty, 1.:1, 
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Dr. Altekar is of the opinion that the adoption of the 
Pardah system by the ruling aristooratio families of 
Hindu oommunity is subsequent to the advent of the 
Muqlim rule. "It was aooepted by the Hindu sooiety 
partly in imitation of the manners of the oonquerors, and 
partly as an additional proteotion for the women folk."l 
"The times were unsettled; there was a general feeling of 
inseourityand Hindu life and honour did not oount for 
muoh in the eyes of the oonquerors. The Pardah affor­
ded some additional proteotion to bea·utiful women while 
out on journey from the oovetousness of an unsorupulou's 
soldiery.":! Therefore, the Hindu women, to whom the 
sexual morality had some meaning, gladly embraoed the 
Pardah syatem and began to observe striotly in order to 
save their honour, and to proteot themselves from the 
voluptuous eyes of the Muslims. 

However, in northern India., whioh was the scene of 
the regular Muslim marauders a.nd their brutilaty, and 
whioh witnessed the Mualim rule for a very long time, the 
Pnrdah system began to take its rigid form oompara 
tively earlier. But in the Duooan, the Muslim 
influenoe was still superificial and so the Pardah system 
got no footing in Hindu sooiety thcre.3 

An interesting instanoe aan be quoted here about 
the oustom of Purdah. Fakhru-ud·clin Mubarak Shah 
relates an amusing story of a Hindu slave girl of Behram 

1 The Position 'J{ 'Vomen in Hindu Civilization, p. 175. The l'anlah was 
observed in the :\Iuslim ruhng families So strictly. that a message had to 

pass through three intermediaries before it could reach the desired person 

in Zanana or I1arams, J. A. S. B., 10;)5, p. 24!1 

2. A. S. Altekar : Op, cit •• p. I i5 

u Ibid .• 1'. 175 



Shah, the Ghaznavide ruler of Lahore, at the beginning of 
the Muslim rule in India. Onoe she fell ill and was to be 
treated by a physioian. The oase WA.S reported to the mon­
aroh who was very muoh upset to hear the news and only 
after many oonvincing arguments did he agree to the physi­
oian's viewing her faoe and arms from a oonsiderable 
distenoe.l But this happened in a Muslim oourt 
and it oannot be treated as an instanoe of Pardah 
prevailing among the Hindus, although the slave girl in 
question was a Hindu. But the observation of Abu Zaid, 
that in most of the courts of northern India queens 
appeared in pub1 io without any veil, somehow testifies to 
the views quoted above. How('ver, if the Pardah system 
waS prevailing at all during this time, it might have been 
oonfbed to a very sma.1l section of the ruling and some 
other classes. 

Self Immolatlon2 : The Arab travdlers ~1so refer to 
the onstom of royal serva.nts of the kings who used to 
saorifice their lives for their masters or bum them. 
selves at thdr death. Ahu 7.n.id records a very peculiar 
ou"torn th~Lt "some of the king of India, when they 
a'5(Jcnd the throne, have a quantity of rioe oooked Ilnd 
served on hanana leaves. Attached to the kil)~fs person arc 
three or foUl' hundred champions, who havo joined him 
of their own hec will without compulsion. When tho 
king has catoll some of the rioe, he gives it to his 
oompanions. Each in hit! tUrll approaohrs. takes a small 

1 Aclah·III./larb of Fakhr :\hlllahbir, 20. British Museum. 

2 For detail see, The History of Suicirle in India An Introduction, by 
Upcndra Thakur. 1903. Chapter 111, PI' .. 1~-I2.j • 
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quantity and eats it. All those who so eat the rice are 
obliged, when tlw king dies, or is slain, to burn them­
selves to the very last man on the very day of the kings's 
decease. This is a duty whioh admits of no delay.'" He 
further writes that "when a person, eithcr woman or man, 
becomes old, and the senses are enfeebled, he begs some 
one of his family to throw him into the fire, or to drown 
him in the water; so firmly are the Indians persuaded 
that they shall return to (life upon) the earth.":! It 
appears from the reoords of the ruling dynasties of 
Routhern India, like the Cholas, the Chalukyas, and the 
Hoysalas that they retained suioed-soquads in their 
ser~ice who were oalled Garudas.:I The epigraphio reoords 
of the Hoysalas especially are full of references to these 
men.' Perhaps tho most vivid and remareka,ble of such 
records is a pillar in Hoysalashvara temple at 
Halebid, in whioh a thousand Garudas headed by prinoe 
Lakshma are depicted taking their own lives in various 
ways by the sword and the dagger and by head swinging 
after the death of the king Ballala II. The Prinoo 
I.akshma was his prime minister. The institution is 
known to have existed in' Madura among the Pandya 
kings,!; 

Although, the custom stated above by the Arab 
travl,llcrs is based on faots, figures, conditions and history, 
the derivation of the name still remains a puzzle. It 

1 E. D .. Vol. I, p. 9; Renaudot and Hcinaund refer this to the Nairs of 

Malabar. ibid., p. 9 and note 1 

2 E. D •• Vol. I, PI'. !I·lu 

:i S. II. lIouivalu's 'Study in Indo.:\luslim History; \'01. II, p. 2 

4 Rice, Epigraphia Carnutica, Vol. V 01-i4 

5 Archaeological H"port on Epigraphy (:\ladras l. I~lt:! Part II, para ,3; 
I~. A. N. Shastri, Pandya l\ing,lolll, 1U 
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appears that tlH'se people were ealleel 'Velaikkaran', 
that is, 'men who were bound by a oonvenant'.1 The 
Arabs seem to have oasually pioked up this word by the 
ear and then shaped it as foreigners often do in tbeir own 
way into balanjaria (from Perbian word 'Biranj' for'rioe') 
whioh is a symbol of the saorament.2 It is also 
believed that these persons were oalled as ~'Jolikkara, 
beoause they reoeived their remuneration in FoU or 
Choham, that is, 'millet'.3 

However, the practioe of committing suioide 
among the men are found oommon during this period. 
The Dvyasrayakavya, gives us the earliest referenoe of 
Chalukya Mularaja I, who mounted the funeral pyre at 
Sidhapur on the banks of the river Saraswati in A.D. 996.4 

The next inotance is that of the Chandella king Dhanga 
who having lived successfully for more than 100 years, 
drowned himself in the Ganges at Prayaga sometime 
after 1002 A. D.S The following year Jaipal the Shahi 
ruler of the Punjab a Iso saorifioed his life on a funeral 
pyre after he had suffered suooessive defeats at the hands 
of the Mlcoohhas. 1i The Kalachuri king Gangeyadeva 
also oommitted suici(lc at Prayaaa a10n(7 with his one o 0 

I Dr, Venkalaramannayya's article, in the Journal of Oriental Research, 
Vol. XIV"part IL 

:! Stu\lies in Indo·Muslim History, \"01, II, p. :I 

3 Dr. V"nkataramannayya's artical. in the Jourual of Oriental Research, 

Vol, XIV, part II; 1\:. A. N. Shastri, Cholas. II, 22'-" and autharitics 
qlloted th~rc. 

4 Dvyasrayakavya of Hcmchandra. VI, verses lUI)-107. IA. IV, III. A 
different version is given in the Prabantlhachintamani 'I' T' 2 , .a.r. av,ney, p . 

.5 E. r.. 1. H 

(j /l, If. :i. I, V I. I, p. 1;, 
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hundred wives sometime between 1034 and 1041 A. D.' 
Similarly, in A. D. lOGS, the Chalukya king Somesvara I 
Ahavamalla sacrificed his life in Tungabhadra after per­
forming yogic rites.:! 

Abu Zaid records that "when a person, either woman 
or man, beoomes old, and the senses are enfeebled, he begs 
some one of his family to throw him into the fire or to 
drown him in the water; so firmly are the Indians per­
suaded that they shall return to ( life upon) the ea.rth. 
J n India they burn the dead."3 He also describes that 
"In the states of Balhara, and othor provinoes of India, 
one may see men burn themselves on a pile. This 
arises from the faith of tho Indians in the metempsyeho­
sis, a faith whioh is rooted in their hearts and about whioh 
they have not tho slightest doubt."" The various ins­
tances of self-immolation has been further supported by 
Mahmud Gal'dizi who oomposed his famous book 'Kitab 
Zain·ul-Akbar' in the middle of the eleventh century A.D. 
But he, in a very peouliar way, desol'ibes a heroio fnshion 
of self-saorifioe.5 Al Beruni,. also refers to the hanyan 
tree of Prayaga through whioh Brahmans and Kshatriyas 
were in habit of oommit.ting suioide by olimhing up tho 
tree and throwing themselves into the Ganges.a Al 
Beruni writes that persons willing to oommit suioide or to 
kill themselves, sometimes "hire somebody to tlrown them 

, E. 1. II. ... XII. ~ll. XXI. ~II; J. A.S, 13. XXI. Illi 

2 Socia· Economic History oi :-1"rth~ru InJia., 1" 3li:! 

3 E· D., \'01· I, pp. \1.10 

4 E. D., Yol. I. p, !I 

D A;; noticed by B. 1'. :\Iajumdar. "p. cit., 1'1'. 3~"-3IiO 

Ii .\.1.. \"01. 11, Pl'. /711·/il 
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in the Ganges, keeping them under water till they are 
dead.'·1 However burning oneself, aooording to the same 
authority "is forbidden to Brahmans and Kshatriyas by 
a speoiallaw."~ It is evident from the desoription of the 
Arab travellers that myth is an old oustom whioh prevail­
ed in those days. But, as the praotioe of suicide in 
Hindus was considered sinful,3 .the oooasions of these 

instanoes must have been rare. 

Al Idrisi states that "the people of India burn their 
dead and do not raise tombs for them."4 He adds furher 
that "in all the oountries of Hind and Sind there are 
Musalmans and they bury their dearl secretly by night in 
their houses, but like the Indians they do not give way 
to long lamentations." 

Sense of Justice: The Indians always bore a high 
morn,l oharacter for probity with the foreigners right from 
the centuries before the Christ. Al Idrisi, speaking of 
the people between Cambay and Naharwala mentions 
that "The Indians are naturally inolined to justice, and 
never depart from it in their aotions. Thero good faith 
honesty and fidelity to their engagements are well known, 
and they are SO famous for these qualities that peoplo 
flock to their country from every side; henoe the oountry 

1 Ibid,. P Iill 
:! A. I., Vol. II, p. 17u 

3 Manu and other Dharmasastras condemn suicid in severest h'rms. 
( Ma"" V, ~!I; Parasara IV. 1,2). But the Mahabharata permits one to 
end his life at a sacrcd place like Prithudaka, by the holy Himalayas and 
Prayaga. History of Dharamsastra by P, V. Kane, ill "Vols. Bhandar· 
kar Oriclltal Hescan:h Institute. I'oolla, ll. 1'. Mil 

"' E. n., "01, I. p. 118 

r, lloid., 1" s~, 
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is flourishing and their condition prosperous.',l Abu Zaid 
also attests it in his writings in the following words that 
"The kingdom of Sarandib has a law, and its dootors 
a!!semble from timo to time like as among us the men 
assemble who colleot the traditions of the Prophet. The 
Indians go to the dootors, and write from their dictation 
the lives of the prophets, and the precepts of the law ....... . 
................ There is a numerous oolony of jews in Sarandib, 
and people of other religions, espeoially Manioheans. 
The king allows eaoh seot to follow its own religion. 
Great lioentiousness prevails in this countr)' among the 
women as well as the mell.,'2 

Al Idrisi further informs us that tho Indians were 
kind enough not only towards the strangers alone, but 
also had a great respeot for animals as w('ll, especially 
for oxen. A nd speaking of thc people of Gujarat, the 
Arab writer tells us t.hat "The inhabitants of Naharwara 
live upon rio~, peas, bears, horioots, lentils, llHlSh, fitlh, 
and animals that have dil·d a natural deat.h, fa they 
neVCl· kill winged or other animals. They have a great 
veneration for oxcn, and by' a privilege oonfined to the 
speoies, they inter tht'm after death. \Vh(>n these ani­
mals are fet>\)lcd by age, and are unable to work, they 
free them from all labour and provide them with food 
without expecting any return."3 It is obvious from the 
writings of Al Idrisi that the Indians bore a high oharao­
tel' and led a very simph' life and especia lly the people 
of Gujurat were different :n thdr charaotl'r from t.he other 

1 E. D •• Vol. I. p. lili 

2 Ibid .. p. 10 

3 E. n .• Vol. I. p. lili 
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parts of the country. In the matter ef religion also, the 
Hindu Kings were noted for their generosity and accord­
ed full liberty to other religions as shown by Abu Zaid 
himself,l At the result of the commeroial int£>rcourse 
between the Arabs and the Western coasts of India, many 
Arab colonies were established thereafter even bpfore 
the birth of Islam. 'lhese Arab colonies were naturally 
oonverted into Islam after the oonversion of the whole 
of Arabia into the new faitll. And soon after many 
mosques were ereoted in the Arab colonies of India. It 
goes to the credit of the Indian Kings that they never 
objected to this religious aotivities of the Muslims even 
after they had during this period created great havoo in 
the country. Instead, they accorded the Muslims overy 
facility to proseoute their religion.1! Muhammad Ufi, the 
celebrated Muslim historian, records that incited by somo 
ParsiR, some Hindus at Cambay destroyed a mOSqlJe and 
killed in the part about eighty Muslims. The reigning 
Hindu king Sidlutl'aja (lOO'l-Il-13 A. D.) being informed 
of the fact atonoe rushed to the spot and puni8hed those 
found !!uilty.3 He also !!ave one lac of' Balotras to 
rebuild their mosque.4 And Khalib Ali, the rl'adcr of tho 
Khutba, who had esuaped and fled to Naharwala to com­
plain the king Sidharaja, was also granted four articles 
of (lrcss.1i The famous Muslim historian Muhammad Uii 
wa:; so much imprcssed that he wrote on this episode 

1 lui"., p. III 

~ A. 1\.. :\lajllllldar. op. cit .• p. :131; Dr. Tara Chand: lllllllcnce of Islam 
oil Inuian Culture, 1063, p. ~4 

3 l'or tld, .. 1 SeC :\luhammad Ui in E. D .. Vol. 11, pp. lG2-lL4 

4 E. 11., \"u!. II. p. lIa 

f. E· IJ., \"ul· II, 1'. 16~ 
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that he had "never heard a story to be oompared with 
this.'" Suoh a sense of liberal attitude was not display­
ed by the kings alone but by the general inhabitants as 
well. We are told from the Jagaduoharita that rich 
merohants had a mosque built for the use of the Muslims.:! 
Some of the famous Indian insoriptions do refer the same 
religious toleration of the Hindus. The Veraval insorip­
tion of Arjunadeva reoords that an Indian Raja (Kula) 
Chahada paid the expenses of the mosque.3 We also 
find in Arabio insoription found in a mosque in 
AhrnedabR.d that this mosque was ereoted on 24th Rabi 
1,445 A. H. (15th July 1053 A. D.).4 This and many 
other instanoes5 supply the faot that the Hindus, in 
general, were liberal, honest and just in their oharaoter 
at the time the Arab travellers visited to this oountry. 

It has been a very oommon feature of the age for 
the Hindu Kings to be of noble and generous sentiment. 
Al Beruni, who visited India in the early eleventh oentury 
A. D. was highly irnpl'cssed by high moral oharaoter of 
the Hindu Shahi dynasty of Kabul and Lahore. He thus 
writes about them that .. \Ve must say that, in all their 
grandeur, they never slaokened in the ardent desire c.)f 
doing that whioh is good and right and that they wero 
men of noble senti mont and noble bearing."6 By their 

1 E. D •• Vol. II, p. 11.2 

2 Jagaducharita. VI. 6!. As quoteu by A. Ii:. Majumdar •• 01'. oit .• p. 331 

a A. K. :'Iajumdar, 01'. cit., p. 332 

4 Dr. M. A., Chagtai: The Earliest Muslim Inscription III India from 
Ahmedabad. POIHC. 19:~9 

6 A. K. Majumdar, 01'. cit., p. 332; I. A. XI. 241 

Ii A. I .• Vol. 11. p. 13 
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noble setiment the Rashtrakutas permitted the Muslims 
to build mosques within their dominion.1 Al Masudi also 
testifies it and writes that "of all the kings of Sind and 
India, there is no one who pays greater respeot to the 
Musalmans than the Balhara."~ Later Al Idrisi of the 
eleventh oentury also testifies it.3 

The language : The Arab travellers have frequen. 
tly referred to about the language of the Indians. Al 
Masudi writes that the language of Sindh is different from 
that of India. The reason for this differenoe, aooording 
to him, is due to its nearness to the dominions of the 
Muslims.4 It is obvious that when Al Masudi visited 
India, Sindh and Multan formed the parts of the vast 
Muslim empire in the east. And due to this politioal 
annexation of Sindh and Multan, the Arabs (Muslims) 
settled down there in large numbers whioh not only affect­
ed the religious sooial and political lifo of the people 
but also made lasting impressions upon the tongue and 
language of the people. Arabio beoame their offioial 
language whioh naturally differed from the rest of India. 
This testimony of Al Masudi has also been confirmed by 
Iba Haukal who olearly mentions that the language of 
the people of Mausura, Multan and its nearby was both 
Arabio an (1 Sindhi.5 Al Masurli writing about the people 

1 E. D •. Vol. I. p. 27 and 38. For Epigraphic evidence of this can be seen 
in Indian Archaeology, A Review. 19;;6-57, p. fa·' 

2 Ibid., p. t!S 

3 Ibid .. P. 17: the Jamiu.1 Hlkayat increases the number of religions in 
India to forty·eight, and the Dahjatu.\ Tawarik in thc Paris Library. scts 
them down as 9~3. As quoted in E. D •• Vol. I, p. 17 and note 2 

4 E. V •• Vol. I. p. 24. 

[j E. V., Vol. I, p. 39. 
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of Balhara states that "the inhahitants of Mankir, which 
is the oapital of the Balhara, speak the kiriya language, 
which has this name from kim, the plaoe where it is 
spoken.'" This Mankir has been identified by Malkhcd 
and the language oa.lled by him is probably kanarese.2 

Al Masudi also refers a "Lariya" being spoken by tho 
people of "Saimur, Subara, Tana, and other towns" situat­
ed on the Sea Coast.3 The places mentioned by Al 
Masudi were no other than Thana, Chaul and Soppara. 
The language notioed by him"Lariya" was oalled after the 
See of Larissa (The Arabian Sea) on whioh these towns 
wcre situated. However, in Sanskrit I.aria is oalled 
"Lata", the country about the mouth of the Narbada.4 

The language as mentioned by Al :Masudi may have been 
the early form of the Marathi language.a Rashidu-d-Din 
is not very clear in his statements and he simply writes 
that the people of Malabar speak mixed language. This 
may be taken as a true pioture beoauso Malabar was one 
of the places where the Arab mcrchants had established 
their coloniQs even hefore the rise of Islam. Due to this, 
imigrants of the Arabs in that l'ogion they used their own 
Arabio language where as the Indian inhabitants of the 
same place used their own language. And no wonder if 
Rashidu-din has desoribed their amixed language whioh 

I. Ibid, p. 2~. 

:I Dr. S. l\Iaqbool Ahmad: :\1, 1. Q.op, cit., p. 105 : C. V. Vaidya thinks 
that the word Klriya is the name coined by the Arabs tor the Marathi 
language. M. H. I., Vol. II, p. 169 

3 E, 0 .• V')l. I. p. :H 

4 M. I, ~., 01'. cit .• p, II);; 

6 Ibid,. p. 105, Arcording to C. V, Vaidya the language Lariya as noticed 

by :\Iasucli has now merged or changed into the ~ujarati language. 
1\1. II. I .. \"01, II, 1'. 16~ 
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was mainly on aocount of the large number of foreign 
settlers there. But it is surprising to note that these tra­
vellers do not mention the names of Marathi and Gujarati 
languages whioh were quite popular and spoken on the 
ooast of Thana and Sopara and above the Ghats at 

Malkhed. 

Al Beruni who visited India early in the eleventh 
oentury A. D., also writes about the languages of India. 
Acoording to him there were many languages whioh 
differed from each other.! He m&kes special reference 
of the Sanskrit language whioh he found most diffioult to 
study.:! This proves that the Sanskrit language which is 
the mother of all the languages was again occupied most 
important place among all the languages of the country. 
For, the period is noted for the creation of many Sanskrit 
literary works. But Al Beruni severely commented on 
the defects of the Ranskrit language3 whioh is natural 
phenomena for a foreigner to the Sanskrit language 
which is one of the mo~t ancient Illnguagcs of the world. 

Dancing Girls: The Ara.b tra.vellers also seem 
to have b~cn impl'csHed by the dancing girls who were 
highly pr,)fioicnt in the art of musio and dance. These 
dancing girls were mostly attaohed with the temples at 
the time these travellers visited India. Abu Zaid who 
visited India in 867 A. D. states "In the Indies they 
have publio women called Women of the idol, the origin 

1 A. I •• Vul. I, PP. 17-1!l 

2 ILid .• p. 19 

J 1 Lid., I'P. Ii· HI 
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of whose institution is such: when a woman has laid 
herself under a vow, that she may have children, if it 
happmls that she brings forth a handsome daughter, she 
carries the child to the Bod, so they call the idol they 
worship, and there leave her. \Vhen the girl has attain­
ed a proper age, she takes an apartment in this public 
place, and spreads a curtain before her door, and awaits 
the arrival of strangers as well. Indians as men of other 
sects, to whom this debauchery is made lawful. She 
prostitutes herself at a certain rate, and delivers her 
gains into the hands of t)w idol's priest, to be by him 
disposed of for the use and support of the temple."I. 
The author of Hudud-ul-alam, written in 928-983 A. D. 
records 30 dancing girls at a temple in Ramiyan, whose 
function was to danoe round the image.:! The num bel' of 
dancing girls gradually increased thereafter. Dr. U. N. 
Ghoshal on the authority of the Chau·Ju-Kua states that 
in Gujarat there were 4000 temples in which over 20,000 
dancing girls live whose function was to sing twice daily 
while offering food to the deities and while presenting 
flowers,:! Alone at the temple of Somnath in Glljarat 
thpre lived hundreds of dancing girls a.t the time of its 
nostruction by Sultan Mahmud of Ghazani in ]025 A. D. 
At Kazwini who oomposed his book Asaru-l Bilad just 
afier the middlo of the thirteenth ccntmy (12113-]275 
A. D.) records 500 damsels at the tample of Somnath 
whORe duty waR to sing and danoe at the door." Dr. 
U. N. Ghoshal thinks that literary cvidcnees and insol'ip' 

1 Ancient Account. of India ancl China ( 173:1 ed ), p. Stl 

2 1'. a· I. H. C., 1~3~'. p. 61 7 

3 The Struggle for Empire. pp. 495.!!6 

-l E. D .• "01. I. p. ~'ti 
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tions also give us the impression that they were regard­
ed as the part of normal establishment of the temples.' 
Dr. B. P. Majumdar quotes various authorities to prove 
th<:l same.2 Al Beruni, however, records that the income 
obtained from the prostitution in the temples were used 
to be taken by the Kings to meet the expenses of tho 
army,3 But Al Biruni's observation in this regard is 
very revealing when he writes about the people of India 
in his own wards: "People think with regard to harlotry 
that it is allowed with them. .. .................................. In 
reality, the matter is not as people think, but it is rather 
this, that the Hindus are not very severe in punishing 
whoredom. The fault, however, in this lies with the 
kings, not with the nation. But for this, no Brahman or 
priest would suffer in their idol·temples the women who 
sing, dance, and play. The Kings make them an attrac­
tion for their cities, a bait of pleasure for their sub­
jects, for no other but financial reasons. By the reve­
nues which they drive from the business both as fines 
and tax('s, they want to recover the expenses which their 
treasury has to spend on the army.'" Al Bel'fmi's this 
statement finds full support from the Arthasastra acoord­
ing to which a prostitute had to pay J /15th as royal share 
of her monthly income, and besides was liable of being 
heavily filwd in case of specified offences.~ Not only 
this but she secmcu to hll.ve been protected by the Kings 

] Th" Struggle For Empire. p.4!ji) 

2 H. p. L\lajumdar : Op. cit .• p. :{72 

3 A. 1.. \"01. 11. \'. lIii 

~ A. 1.. Vol. II. p. \:,7 

I) Arth'b"tra .. \dhyak,llaparchara. ell. XXVII 
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and if some one oommitted an offenoe against her, he 
bad to pay even heavier fines. l 

Prostitution in northern India was a oommon fea­
ture of the Hindu Sooiety in the eleventh and twelfth 
oenturies.~ And we definitely find that the medieval 
towns of India had a number of prostitutes.3 "Besides the 
regular prostitutes," writes Dr. B. P. Majumdar "there 
was another olass of women oalled devadasis, who were 
attaohed to the temples from very old times.,,4 He fur­
ther writes that during the oourse of four festivals "the 
people of all olasses, young or old, male or female, were 
asked to give free expression to their pent-up sexual feel­
ings."s But Al Beruni's records also reveal the faot that 
the Brahmans were opposed to the institution of the danc­
ing girls.6 But we are informed by two insoriptions of 
jojalladeva, of the Chahamana dynasty of Marwar dated 
Vs.1l47 (1090 A. D.) about the way as to how the kings 
took steps to overoome all oppositions of this system.7 

It is not very surprising to note that due to the 
organisation of such a. type qf olass in the Hindu sooiety 
the people of the oountry, in majority, became oorrupt. 

I A. K. :'Ilajumdar, Ope cit., p.3U 

2 D. P. Maiumdar : Ope cit., p. 370 

a A. I., Vol. II, p. ·15, 

4 B. P. Majumdnr. Ope cit •• pp. !l7l 

I) B. p. Majumdar. Ope cit •• p. 370 and for the various evidences also see 

ibid .• pp. 37., if 

6 Ibid·. P' 371 

~ Ibid., pp. :173. The names of the four festivals given by Dr· B. p. 
Majumdar. are the Udakeseva-Mahotsava or the lJdasevika Utsa'lla. the 
Savarotsava, the Kamudi. :'Ilahotsava. and the Madanotsava. For its 

detailed. See ILid·. pp. 373-77 
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Especially thc ruling and fighting class on whom the bur­
dcn of the nation depended beoame feeble and pleasure .. 
loving and unneoessarily wasted their time and energy in 
merriments and physical pleasures. The time was hard 
and tough for the country, as the Central 
Asians had began to operate on this country with a fresh 
zeal and planned soheme. The oauses for the defeat of 
the Hindus and their failure in putting up a suooessful 
resistanoe must have been many, but infiltration of suoh 
evils into sooiety was not less responsible for the 
loss of the independence of the country. 

We al&o learn from Merchant Suluiman, an Arab 
trayeller of the ninth oentury, that "If any man in the 
Indies runs away with a woman and abuses her body, 
they kill both him and the woman, unless it be proved 
that she was foroed, then the man only is punished with 
death: but if the woman consented to the evil (Iced, they 
are punished with death, both the on~ and the other."l 
How far this account of Merchant Sulaiman should be 
taken as an authentio pioture of the age oannot be asoer­
tained. But it does suggest that there were certain striot 
rules for the persons found guilty in adultery and they 
were severely punished by the Kings for suoh orimes. 

1 Ancient Accounts of Idnia and China, op- cit-, p. a4 



CHAPTER III 

Religion 

Ibn Khurdadba has described that in India there 
are forty-two religions.1 Al Idrisi also observes that 
"Among the principal nations of India there are forty-two 
seots. Some recognize the existenoe of a oreator, but not 
of prophets; while others deny the existenoe of both. 
Some aoknowledge the interoessory powers of graven 
stones, and others worship holy stones, on whioh butter 
and oil is poured. Some pay adoration to fire, and cast 
themselves into the flame. Others adore the sun and 
consider it the oreator and director of the world. 
Some worship trees; others pay adoration to serpents, 
whioh they keep in stables, and feed it as well as they can. 
deeming this to bo a meritorious work. Lastly, there are 
some who give themselves no trouble about any kind of 
devotion, and deny cvcrythin'g."2 

In' fact, to a casual Arab traveller there appeared 
to be many religions, but apparently they failed to under· 
stand that all the existing religions, oonstituting various 
modes of worship, was governed by one great religion 
whioh has been given the name of Hinduism.3 It is also 

1 Ibid •• P. 17; the Jamiu.1 Hikayat increascs the number of religions in 
India to forty.eight. and the Bahjatu,l Tawarikh,~in Paris Library. sets 
them down as 9t8 as quoted in E. D •• Vol. I, P. 17 and note :.l 

2 E,D •• Vol. I. p. 76 

3 M. H. I., Vol. II, p. 190 
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to be noted that there was no conflict or opposition in any 
of the different modes of worship, mentioned by them. f 
Siva, Vishnu, Aditya, Devi, Ganesa and even some trees 
and animals were worshipped, but all these kinds of wor­
ship wen~ various phases of one and the same religion and 
had no ill feeling or any conflict among themselves. It is 
to be noted here that all these various modes of worship 
formed the parts of the one and all the embraoing religion, 
oalled the Vedio religion whioh was supposed to sano­
tion and oountenanoe all these different forms of worship.2 
As a matter of faot, the Vedio religion was the most 
oommon one in India at this time, and had virtually sup-
planted Buddhism from most of the plaoes exoepting 
Bengal and Magadha.3 The progrees of .Tainism was so 
slow even in the South where it had taken roots oenturies 
ago that by this time it could not appear as a prominent 
religion and remained untouohed in most of the places of 
India. Hinduism had definitely flourished almost all over 
the country and had overshadowed all other religions com­
pletely. 

Marohant Sulaiman seems to have been very much 
impressed by the Tapasvis and saints of our oountry. Ho 
mentions the instanoe of an ascetio who stood faoing the 
sun in the market of Multan for sixteen years in the same 
position without being melted by the heat. He further 
describes that "In India there are persons who,in acoordance 
with their profession, wander in the woods and mountains, 
and rarely oommunicate with the rest of mankind. Some .. 

I Ibid •• 1'. J !IG 

2 Ihid., p. 1~17 

3 JI.id .• l'. 1~lj 
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times they have nothing to cat but herbs and fruits of the 
forests. Some of them go about naked.HI This descrip­
tion of Sulaiman applies to the sadhus and flanyasis, who 
often moved naked a.nd went a bout blC'gging or fasting. 

Religious Toleration: Not only the Chalukya 
Kings of Gujarat, as stated earlier, were liberaF but the 
Gahadnvalas of Kanauj and Benaras were also liberal in 
their religious outlook.3 . Ibn Asir, the celebrated author 
of tho Ka.mil-ut-Tawarikh mentions that in the Kingdom 
of Gahadavalas there were Musalmans sinoe the days of 
Sultan Muhmud "who oontinued faithful to the law of 
Islam, and oonstant in prayer and good works:H This ao­
oount had howevre oome to light just before Shahab-ud·din's 
final viotory ovor the Gahadvala King Jaiohand in 1194A.D. 
1.'his information, therefare, proves that the Muslims 
were not penalised for their religion, but wero permitted to 
oarryout their religolls duties without any interferenoe 
from the Hindu rulers." Even in oase of the Chaham­
anas we find a oomplete religious toleration who iZallantly 
defended their faith and freedom against the Muslims for 
oenturies together. They also seem to have acoorded liberal 
attitude towards the Muslims, Although, we find Jllany 
instanoes of the dcstruotitm of the Hindu temples in tho 
Chahaman dominions, yet we have not a single referenoo 
as to when a Chahalllan had destroyed a mosque.,i The 

1 E. D. Yol. I, p. ti 

2 Sec above PP. 4ti-!iO 

3 :-Oliss l{. ~ iyof!i, o\,. cit., 1'. l~!i 

4 E. I)., Vol. II, p. :::;1 

f, Miss H. Kiyngi, 01'. cit;. p- 200 

Ii Dr- Dashrath Sharma: Early Chauhan Dyna5ties, p. 237 
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Chahamanas were mighty and powerful kings and people 
like Hamira and Kanhadeva oould have easily destroyed 
1!he Mosques.! It is also to be noted here that the time 
was high and tough for the Hindus who suffered greatly 
in tho matter of religion at the hands of the Muslim 
invaders, but they did not leave thair old polioy of tho 
religious toleration even at the time of orisis. 

The Arab travellers are unanimous in describing 
the religious importanoe of Multan.2 Aocording to them 
M ultan was one of the most oelebrated places for the 
Hindu worship where people come on pilgrimages from 
very long distanoes.3 According to Al Masudi "the inha­
bitants of Sind and India perform pilgrimages to it from 
the most distant places: they oarry money, precious stones, 
aloe-wooel, and all sorts of perfumes there to fulfil their 
vows."t Acoording to the sa.me tra.veller the present 
offered to this idol-temple was the greatest source of 
inoome to the king of the place.5 Al Istakhri desoribes 
in detail about the grandeur and religious signifioanoe 
attaohed to it.1i He thus frankly writes that "In Multan 
there arc no men either of Hind or Sind who worship 
idols exoept those who worship this idol and in this 
temple.'" Ibn Haukal coming in the middle of tho 

1 Ibid .• p- 231 

2 Ahu laid. AI :\Iusudi. AI Istakhri. Ibn Haukal. AI Idrisi. E. D .• Vol. I. 
p. 11, ~3. PI'. 2'i-2tl. p. :i5, p. 82 

3 Ahu Zaid. E. D •• Vol. I. 1'. 11 

4 E. D .• Vol. I, p. 23 

o IUil!.. p, 23 

6 Ibid •• Pl'. 27 -28 

7 Ihid .. p.2>; 
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tenth oentury makes remarks almost identica1 to what 
have been made by Al Istakhri.' Alldrisi plaoes the 
idol of Multan on top. "There is no idol here" writes Al 
Idrisi "which is highly venerated by the Indians, who 
oome on pilgrimages to visit it from the most distant 
parts of the country, and make offerings of valuables, 
ornaments and immense quantities of perfumes.":! He 
further writes that "there is no idol in India or in Sind 
whioh is more highly venerated. The people make it 
the objeot of a pious pilgrimage, and to obey it is a 
law.,'3 

All these make one thing olear that the idol temple 
of Multan was the most celebrated one in India at the 
time the Arab travellers visited India. The author of 
the Futuhu-l Bulflun Rond the Chuch-Nama which are 
the main S011l'ces for the history of the Arabs Conquest cf 
Sind and Mu1tan, testify the above facts.4 Perhaps it was 
the same temple whioh was plundered by Muhammad 
bin Kasim in 713 A. D. and that he obtained fabulous 
wealth from the temple.5 

But it is surprising to note that the Arab travellers 
and historians who have desoribed the wealth, grandeur 
and the signifioancl~ of the temple of Multan at length du 
not mention the mode of worshi}) of that temple. They 
simply mentioned it as an idol temple without dhwlosing 

J Ibid., p. 3:,-31; 

2 I bid., Pl'. !;1-!!2 

H Ibid., l' 1'2 

4 Flltllhu-l Duldan, Tr. E. D., Vol. I, p.12:1; and lbid. pp.200-206 

J bid., p. 123 aile! 1< 2u~ 
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its identity. Dr. S. Maqbul Ahmacl identifies it with the 
temple of "Sun-god Aditya,,' whioh was worshippad and 
reverred by the Hindus. l 

Dr. Khaliq Ahmad Nizami unneoessarily argues 
in the defence of the destruotion of the~ Hindu temples 
and images by the Turks in tho 12th and 13th oenturies.2 

He, in his argument, puts forth some of the exam­
ples of the Hindu kings who also destroyed temples and 
images in the oourse of warfare. "Ono west Chalukyan 
inscription "aooording to him" formally aocuses the Chola 
king of having burnt Jain temples in the Belvola prov­
ince,"3 In fulfilment of his own views he also quotes 
few other examples.· This view of K. A. Nizami does 
suggest that the early Medieval India also suffered from 
religous conflict and the Hindu Kings paid no respect to 
religion in the course of warfare. It is surprising, indeed, 
to note that the Arab travellers also have not mentioned 
suoh instances when a Hindu King had destroyed a 
temple aml insulted the sacred idol. Hindu::; in general 
were quite liberal in matters of religion and they indis· 
criminately gave protection to every religion. Even 
the must hostile del-ligns of the Muslim eonquerers towards 
our religion oould not change the liberal religious policy of 
the Hindu Kil1frs. At the time nortlH'rn Indian Hindu 

Mdieval Indian ~)uarterly. p1iLIi~hecl by the Department of Hist'lry 
Muslim University. Aligarh. July--oct,-1957, Nos. 122. p. lUU 

2 Dr. Khaliq Ahmad Nizami. op. cit .. p. 8S 

3 ILid .. page "S, Similarly the Vaisnavas of the South level their charges 
against the Cholas : Development of Hindu Polity and Political Theories 
( Calcutta, l~aH). Narayan Chandra Bandyopadhaya. p. 1711 

4 Dr, Khali'l\hmad Nizami : Op. cit., p. 88 and footnote 4 and 5 



( 63 ) 

temples were utterly ruined and images were broken to 
pieces and idols were being insulted, the Hindu Kings 
continued to offer proteotions to mosques and the Muslim 
Community in their Kingdoms.1 'Ve do not find a single 
reference to the destruction of a mosque even hy the 
Chahamans who were the greatest foes to the Turk 
conquerors in this country. The Arab travellers have 
unanimously admired this liberal religious policy of the 
Hindu Kings very highly.2 Dr. Nizami's thinking that 
the Hindus also destroyed the t('mples and images in the 
early Medieval India oannot be taken as a general prao­
tice of the age as we certainly know that it was the religious 
sentiments ofthe Hindus which had repeatedly saved Multan 
from falling into the hands of some of the ambitious 
Hindu rulers.3 This alone shat.ters the conviction taken 
by Dr. Khaliq Ahmad Nizami and the instances quoted 
by him in support of his view-point must have been very 
rare and cannot be taken as a general praotioe of the age. 
The conflict between the modes of the different forms of 
worship is frequently )'{'f{,l'J'('d to in the history of South 
as well as in the North.~ In .South. however, the peri?d. of 
eighth century was the period of " revolutionary aotlVlty 
in religion and politics, of ceaseless conflict of ideas and 
of peoples, of dramatic rise and overthrow of dynasties; ?f 
philosophical debate in sohools and sectarian dispute 111 

temples."5 But this was purely a confliot of ideas and 

I See above pp.4G·-50 

2 Ibid. 

3 E_ D .• Vol. 1. p. :;6 

4 Dr. Tara Chand: Influence of Islam on Indian Culture ( 191i3 ). p. 131 

all (I 1 2 

Ii Ibid., p. ~IJ 
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religion among the people whioh unlike Islam never 
meant the whole-sale destruotion of the other. Perhaps, 
due to this reason it failed to catoh the eyes of the Arab 
travellers who travelled to India from time to time in 
the ninth, tenth and eleventh oenturies respeotively. 
The Hindus, infaot, have never been ioonoolasts1 as sugg_ 
ested by Dr. Khaliq Ahmad Nizami. 

1 llrI. II, 1., Vol, II, P, 248 



CHAPTER IV 

Political Condition 

The Arab travellers have also depicted largely 
about the politioal condition of India as they found at 
the time of their visit to this country. Though the 
information derived therefrom is not suffioient to show 
the oomplete pioture of the political condition, but all 
tho same, it is of immense value. And we find, here and 
there, some valuable aooounts of these Arabs, whioh, if 
corroborated to and supplemented with other available 
Rourccs, will undouhtedly assist us in the estimation of 
the politioal oondition of India under review. 

The Regional Division of India: The idea of divid­
ing India into nine divisions is found mentioned in the 
acoount of Rashidu-ddin, an Arab wl'itpr,l who, probably. 
derived his knowledge from a book oalled 'Batankal'. 
He writes that "Philosophel's and Geometrioians have 
divided the land of Hind into nine unequal parts.,,2 

Rashidu.ddin completed his book Jamiu.t Tawarikh in A. H. 710 or 
A. D. 1310. Rashidu·ddin wrote his book in Porsian. which is a rarc work 

for our study. 

2 E. D •• Vol. I. p. 44 and notc I; but 'ninc' may b .... after aJl, nlt'rcly a 
traditional numbcr in the ancient world. ~jne province was an ancicnt 
synonym for China proper. as much as "Nau I":hands" with like mcaDing 
was an ancient name of India. Manu makes a threefold division of 
upper India, • ·Hrahmarsha. Brahmavartta and NacJhyadess." and this 
last portion is accurately defined by AI lleruni and Hashidu·ddin. The 

nine fold division is that of the "navadwipas" or nine portions given in 

the Vishnu Purana p. 17,;. For continual notes on divisiolls of India 
Sec S. H. Chowdhary in Journal of Indian History. Vol. ::-"X\·lI. Pt. III. 

No. 81. p. 27:1iJ 
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In this oonnection, the description of Al Beruni also 
refers to the nine divisions of India. He writes that 

"astronomers-and astrologers divide the directions aocording 
to the lunar stations. Therefore, the country, too, is divid­
ed according to the lunar stations, and the figure which 
represents this division is similar to a tortoise.'" He 
further writes that Varahmihira oalls eaoh of the Nava­
khanda a varga. "By them (the vargas) BharatlJ.varsha 
i. e., half of the world, is divided into nine parts, the 
oentral one, the Eastern and .................................. "2 This 
scheme of nine divisions as outlined by Varahamihira 
was also adequately worked out by the nine lists whioh 
he furnished. rIhere is yet anoth£'r pi£'e£' of evidence to 
support this tradition. Bhaskaraoharya, another famous 
astrologer, who was born in the 12th eontury A. D., also 
divides India into nine parts.3 Therefore. it is clear 
that the division of India into nine parts was also 
familiar to the Arab travellers of the period.'l 

A. I.. Vol. I. pp. 2!H;.!I7 

2 Ibid .• p. 2~; 

:{ Sirlhanta Siromani. Ch. III. 41 Tr. 1.. Wilson. Bib. Indica •• Calcwtta 

l~j;l p. 120 

4 However. this idea of ,Iividing India into several regiong had been ra 

matter of gradual growth. the nucleus of which is to be traced in the 

Ve(la5. The Aitareya shows acquaintance with the scheme of dividing 

India into five divisions. which was current in popular usc and supplied 
for many centuries a comprehensive and workable structure of the 

geographical divisions of India. But while describing Bharat\·arsa. 

every Purana records that Bharatvarsa is divided into nine parts or 

bbe,la which is supplemented by the scheme of dividing India into nino 

dv'pas. ,uLh '" Illdra. I(;\scfu etc. The nine divisions .-"fer to the nine 
dIfferent parts of its body: Ethnic Settlements in Ancient In<lia by 

S. B· Chowdhllry Jan. i!J55 pp. ,;. and all article of the same author on 

"I<egiollal ,hvisions of Ancient India AllOHI, XXIX. pp. 123-/4lo alld 

abo the nille dvil'''s of flharat \'<lba in IA. l.ix 193'1. pp. ~O(j-208. 2~4-
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Political Divisions of India : The death of Harsha 
Vardhana in 647 A. D., marked the end of a glorious 
epooh and his vast kingdom broke into several small and 
big states. 

Describing the politioal condition of India, Mar­
ohant Sulaiman says that there are more kings in India 
than in China. 1 Kingship is hereditary and every king 
is independent of the other and do not reoognise the 
supremaoy of any other sovereign.2 The kings drink 
neither wine nor vinegar, beoause they believe that a king 
addioted to intoxicating drinks is inoapable of adminis­
tering the affairs of his kingdom.3 Al Masudi bas also 
desoribed the politioal oondition of India in the following 
words : "India extends on the side of the mountains to 
Khurasan and Sind, as for as Tibet. There prevails a 
great differenoe of language and religion in these king­
doms and they are frequently at war with eaob other.,,4 

The Kingdom of Balhara : Amongst thl' various 
kings of India mentioned by Arab writers the kings of 
Balhara, the Vallabbi Rajas of the South appear to have 
made great impression on them. The early Arab Geo­
~ra phers arfl unanimous in their spelling of the title 
4Balhara'. Merohant SUlaiman says that it is a title 

I t f 1 Journal uf the 
22;; cf the same author. Dr. H. C. Roy Chowd 1 ry I ." ,., 

Department of Latters. Calcutta University Press Vol. XIX, l,,-.U 

<'India in Puranic Cormography". 

1 1\1. I. ~! .• July·Oct. 1~57, p. 104 

~ E. n .. \'01. I. Pi'. G·7 

3 E. V., Vol. I. p. 7 

4 Muruju.l Zallab Tr. E. D., Vul. I, p.2U 
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similar to the Cosroes of the Persians. ' Ibn Khurdadba 
says that, it signifies "king of kings":Z According to Al 
Masudi it is a title borne by all the kings of the oity of 
Mankir whioh was a great oentre of India,3 while Ibn 
Haukal states that it is a name derived from that of the 
oountry.4 Al Idrisi like Ibn Khurdadba also oal1s it 
"king of kings", but he adds that this title was heredi­
tary.5 Thus, it seems clear that Balhara was the general 
title of the rulers of the Duccan with Malkhed, south of 
Gulbarga, as their oapital. The king is desoribed by 
Sulaiman as the noblest of all the kings of India,6 and 
according to him, none of the kings of India. was as inten­
sely in love with the Arabs (Muslimfl) aA he was or as the 
inhabitants of his kingdom were.7 His kingdom extended 
as far as Cambay in the North-\Vcst a.ncl Konkan to the 
west.s During his visit at Cambay Al l\Iasudi mentions 
that the ruler of that region was a local Brahman whose 
name, accOl'ding to him, was Baniya (probably Vaniya in 
Gujarati)9 who ruled in the name of Balhara. Again, 
when he visited Chaul in the Kolaba district of Bombay, 
the region was ruled by a person called JaJ'lg (probably the 
Arabic fOfm of Ganga).lU 

1 E. D., Vol. I. p. 4 and ibid •• p. 354 

2 l(itabul ]jlasalik \Va·1 Mamalik Tr. E. D., Vol. I, p. 13; tor similar inter. 
pretation see also AI :\lasudi and Al Idrisi. in E. D .. Vol. I p. 21 and 
p. 86 

a Muruju·1 Zabab Tr. E, D., Vol. I, PI'. 111.29; and Ibid .. p. 3iii 

4 E. n., Vol. I, p :1:;1 

6 NUlhatu·) l\lushtak "fr. E. D .. Vol, I, p. 86 
tl :\1. I. ~l .• July.Oct .• IIlli7, pp.l04.& 
7 lLid., 1'. 11):; 

1:1 U. Muruj. Vol. I, i'p. :lti2.;jlj3 
9 lLicl., 1'. :!r,., 

11/ :\Iuruj II. p. ljij 
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Arab travellers are also unanimous in the supre· 
maoy of the Balhara Kingdom. Merohant Sulaiman, while 
desoribing the importance of this kingdom, states that 
"The Balhara is the most emi nent of the princes of India, 
and the Indians acknowledge his superiorit.y. Every 
prince in India is master in his own state, but all pay 
homage to the supremacy of the Balhara.',r He further 
adds that. "the representatives sent by the Balhara to other 
prinoes are reoeived with most profound respect in order 
to show him honour."!! Merchant Sulaiman's these views 
are also supplemented by Al Masudi3 and other Arab 
writers. 

Here the Arab traveller's praise for the state of Balhara. 
seems to be lop sided. As a matter of fact Balhara was 
always at war with the rulerR of Kananj who were' the 
~reatest enemies of the Arabs. Hence, prompted by the 
dcsire of gaining the favour of the AralJs thc ruler of Bala., 
bara aooorded generous tr\'atment towards them in 
propagating their religion fr('dy:' l\1on>.ov('r, when 
Northern India suffered most iIihunu111 molestations at tho 
hands of the Muslims, the South 'Vest India had already 

. d nerct' 
COlllO in contact wIth them through trade all COUll. • 

Hencc, it was not unnatural for the Arabs to gin~ lop SIded 
statement in the praise of this state of Balhara. 

I E. D .• Vol. I, p. a 
. .. . . Z bab Tr. E. D., 

2 IbId., p. 3; and fot' sImilar Interpretation see MuruJu·j a , 

Vol. I, 1'. 21 

l! Muruju·l ZahaL Tr. E. D., Vol· I, pp. 2u·21 

• A. K. Srivastava: A Study of the :\Iuslim Account of India, upto h the 
12th century .\. D. a }'h. V. thesis of the Gorak pur 

Uni\ "I.itl', not yet published, p. lli6 



( 70 ) 

The Imperial Kanauj : Besides Balhara, there are 
other kings mentioned by them as J un) They belonged 
to the Gurjar or GUl'jara.Prathara dynasty of Kanauj. 
They are desoribed by Merohant Sulaiman as the greatest 
enemy of the Arabs and Islam.2 And "This king main­
tains numerous foroes, and no other Indian prinoe has so 
fine a cavalry".3 He also possessed great riohes, inolud­
ing numerous horses, camels" and elephants.1i Al Mnsudi, 
desoribing the same kingdom, states that among the kings 
of India is the "Bauura, who is lord of the oity of Kanauj, 
situated far from the sea. This is the title given to all 
the sovereigns of that kingdom."6 "He has large armies in 
garrisons on the north and on the south, on the cast and 
on the west, for he is surrounded on all sides by warlike 
kings"7 He is also an enemy of Balhnrn.8 

The Palas : Another grent kingdom of the North 
mentioned by these writers is that of the Pala, kings of 

1 But Al ~Iagudi its gives name as Bauum, the king of Kanauj (E. D., 
Vol. I, p. 23). "The new ruler of Kanauj was called Mihira Bhoja as he 
was born by the favour of God Surya; Adi Varaha. because he uplifted 

the realm like the Divine Boar, the incarnation of Vishnu; Vriddha 

Bhoja by the later writers of distinguish him from the later Bhoja the 

Paramara. The Arab travellers called him Bauura, possibly a corruption 

of Varaha or Daraha; they also referred to him as the king of Jurz, an 

Arab corruption of the word Gurjara." K. M. Munshi's foreward, "The 
age of Imperial Kanauj", X, 

2 E. n" Vol. I, P." 

11 E. D., Vol. I, p. 4 

" Ibid., 1'. ol 

5 Ibid., p. 4 and !II 

tj E. D., Vol. I, 1'.21 

7 It..id., p. :l1 

S lind., p. 2i 
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Bengal, to whom they refer Rahma or Ruhmi.1 Accord­
ing to Sulaiman and Al Masudi, they were at war both 
with Balharas of the South and Gurjara of the North, and 
their army was bigger than of thA two.:! When they went 
to war, they put into the field about 50,000 elephants,3 
besides, oamels, horses ant! foot soldiers etc. They also 
took the field only in winter because elephants cannot 
bear thirst. ' It is also stated in Merchant Sulaimall's 
aocount that about ten to fifteen thousand mell were emp~ 
loyed in their army for fulfilling and washing olothes_5 

The Policy of War and Annexation : Aooording 
to the Arab writers, the Indians were not cl('void of poli­
tical oonsoiousness. Merohant Sulaiman reoords that "The 
Indians sometimes go to war for oonquest. but the ooca­
siam:! are rare. I hn,vp nl'Vl'r seen the pcoplp, of onc coun· 
try submit to the authority of another, except in the oase 
of that country which OOll1(,S next to the oountry of 
Peppcr_6 When a king slIudues a neighbouring state, 
he plaoes over it a man hehlllging to the family of the 
fallen prince, who on,rries on the government jn th(' Il.umc 

)f the 00114uerol'. The inhabitallts would Hot, suiter it to 

\" I I P "5' see I E. D •• Vol, I. p. ii. Al Masudi calls it I{ahma, E. !J .• '0. • . - • 

also M. L Q. J uiy·Oct. I !I;;, Il. /05: The Pala kings 01 Bengal and Behar 

b Btl century A_ lJ. to 
reigned probably from a out the middle of the I 

I I '.oJ A C Chatterl"", 
about the middle of the 12th ccntury;.\V.1I. :'II ore au' • .' . , 

}[,u. 
The Sc ... ·,)lld klllg u/ 

A short History of India, 1 ~14o P. 114 an,l p. 

the line was Dhannapala (7t;U-C SIc;). 

2 E. D .• Vol. I. p. 6 and p. 26 

3 bid., p. ij and 1'. :!5 

4 Ibid .• p. :, and p. 26 

f) I bid .• I' ,; 

{j Malabar. E. D., \"01. I, 1'" 7 iuotnute i 
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be otherwise.'" Further, we are told by those Muslim 
writers2 that the Indians are naturally inclined to justice. 
We have enough evidenoes to prove that in Anoient 
and Medieval Hindu India Empire did not always mean 
annexation, Sometimes a oonquered prinoe was allowed 
to rule over his territory, and in oase of his death any of 
his family members was allowod to rule after the pay­
ment of oertain tribute.3 

Among the eight objectives of the kings, one was 
the conversion of prinoes into tributary ohiefs or feuda­
tory vassals.· Sukranitisara oategorioally states that the 
victorious kings should grant half and a quarter of the 
revenues of the subjugated kingdom to the vanquished 
kings' son and wife respeoti vel y. 5 Several instances oan 
be quoted to show that the king~ of the Northern India 
translated the above mentioned preoept into practice.o 

E. D., Vol. I. p. 7 

2 Ibid., p. 811 

3 M; II: I., Vol. II. p. 221 

4 Socio-Economic History of Nothern India ( lU30-1194 A. D.). By Bhakat 
Prasad Majumdar, Calcatta 1900, p. 1:-1 

5 Sukranitisara, IV 7 3111- ~09 (cd. SiJrkar), Sukranitisara, edited 

Jivananda Vidyasagara, Tr: into English by B K Sarkar, Pub. Panini 
Oflice. Allahabad 1!J14. 

Ii The Devaraksita family of Pithi, which was defeated by Hamapalas's 

maternal uncle, Madana. was allowed to rule. In the period between 
1G76 and C 11:15 A ~ D., Somavam5is were allowed to continue to 
exercise their sway ir. the subordination of the Eastern Ganga kings, 

B: J ': Majumdar's Socio-Economic History of Northern India p, 14: 

In Dr. Sircar'~ ouservation of the Somavamsi chronology, we lind that 
t~\(JlIgh Vlravarkcsarin was ousted by Anantavarman Chodaganga, yet 

hiS relatlvl's Karnak<!sari and Hanakosari, were allowed to rule over 

Orissa and feudatories. (J ournal of the Orissa Historical I{csearch 

I{u~lt!ty' I' p. ~.'7: .. \~alll the ruk of JaYiLsilll!ia (c 1O,};'j-lu5~-(ju A:D) 
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There were, however, certain oiroumstances in 
whioh it was not feasible for the victors to allow any 
member of the vanquished family to continue to rule 
over the territory even in the oapaoity of a vassal. I 
When the Chalukya ruler Jayasimha, having killed 
Navaghana. the Abhira ruler in a battle, directly 
annexed the valuable Surastra territory to his kingdom, 
he appointed Sajjana as his Dandadhipati to super­
intend the affairs of Surastra.2 

It is thus now olear that in India during this 
period there were both large and small states. C. V. 
Vaidya observes that these kingdoms were often at war 
not for oonquest but to prevent oonqucbt of the one by the 
other, "as we see from the struggle going on during 
this period between the Prati.haras of Kanauj and the 
Rashtrakutas of Malkhed as also between either of 
these and the Palas of Bengal, .. 3 Therefore, the Arab's 

the successor of Dhoja Parmara. also 5hows that inspite of the lact that 
Chalukya Somesvara and Kalachuri Karna decisively defeated Dhoja, 

yet they allowed the relative 01 the vanquished king tu succeed to the 

throne of Dhara: DHNI. Il. 873.8,3 Calcutta 1931 and 19:1"_ TIle 

Chalukyas of Anahiliapat"ka also follo'wed the same principle with regard 
to the relatives of the defeated kings like U.lrbaraka : Dvyasrayakavya of 

Hemchandla XII, ';1\-;0. XIII. 2 (edited by A. V. I"athvate, Pub_ 
Bombay Gazetteer \·ul. I, I. p. 185 and DHNI II pp. 014 an~ :107. 

Similarly, Kashmir was 110 exception Somavarman ruled Chamba \ alley 

as a vassal of the Kashmir king, th~ugh his father had ~een defeate<l hy 
Ananta • Rajtarangini. \"11 218 Tr with an introductIOn. commentary 
and appendices hv M A 5t' \V" "ster 1"011. TIle GahadvaJas 

• • J -.. • ... eln cstnllnl " 
also appear to have adopted the' I _ 01 retaining tlie dcfeate<l kiog's 
family as feudatoflc' '0 f po ICY. c1atin" to the l{alachurics 

" ar as their policy r <> 

"'as concerned: OliNI II, P. 7;;1 

D_ P. Majumdar's op. cit., p, 14 

2 PrabandLachintamani Tr. Tawn,,)', pp. 95.% 

3 111. H. I., Vol. II, p. !22 
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testimony thu.t during this period several states of India 
were at war with one another, seems to be a COITeot 
estimate.' 

Military Organisation: Merchant Sulaiman writes 
that "the troops of the Kings of India are numeroml, 
but they do not reoeive pay. The king assembles them 
only in case of a religious war. They then come out, 
and ll1u.intain themselves without reoeiving anything 
from the king."!! 

But this statement of Merchant Sulu.iman that in India 
thJre were no standing army which was paid regularly 
does not seem to be a correct one, for we find as 
recorded by the same author, that the king of Balham 
had a large army who used to pay regularly to his 
troops as was the practice among the Arabs.3 It shows 
clearly that Balham or the Rashtrakuta kings main­
tained strong and regular paid armies. The prati­
haras of Kanauj and the Palas of Bengal also kept their 
armies in the same fashioll.-l 

Nevertheless, it is interesting to note that certain 
classes of KshatriY<Ls chiefly Bhaibands (Kulputras) and 
others were bouncl, in enjoyment of their land, Ly the 
obligation of military services. They pruvided for the 
necessary volunteers whenever required who ",·ere 

I Also SeC A. K. Srivastava: 01'. Lit., p. IiI 

2 Salsilatu-t Taw<LJ ikh "fr. E. V .• Vol. I. p .. 7 

;; l\1. H. I., 11, p. ~:?:I 

4 IbiJ., p. 22:1 
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not paid by the state but they maintained themselves 
out of their own inoome derived from their land. 1 

The Division and the Strength of the Army : It 
is laid down in the Sastras that the Kshatriyas were the 
only oaste whioh was responsible for the profession of 
arms and fighting with the enemies.:! But this does 
not mean that others Wl3re exoluded from this profession 
altogether. In faot, the military profession was also adopt­
ed by many Brahmanas. Drona and K ripa, although 
Brahmanas, took very aotive part in the battle of the 
Mahabharata. Sukrallitisara3 alfo;o states that the caste 
does not determine the quality of soltliers. They may be 
Sudras, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas. Mleobchhas or of mixed 
castes but t.hey must be, in order to serve as soldiers, brave, 
self-disciplined, well built, devoted to their master 
and their Dharma and aot11ated by a feeling of 
hatred towards the enemy. It is also mentiolled in 
Kamandaka4 that the hereditary army should oonsist 
mainly, though not exolusively, of Kshatriyas. It is, 
therefore, evident that the _profession of arms and 
the fighting with the enemies did not attraot the 
duty and profession of the Kshatriyas alone. But it 
was open for all the castes even for the Bl'ahmanas, 

Ibid. p. ~2~; It is evidoot that such armies. as not having been paid in 
cash by the state must have had assumed great strength and power at 

f th D . . probable that they 
the occurrence 0 e ynastic changes. and It Ii 

might have formed a kingdom of their own. 
. is the close preserve 

2 According to the four varanas the profession of arm~ . . 
. ,'[ I' ~3. SJIIlllarly 

of the Kshatnyas; see also B. 1'. Majllmo;:r, ()I" LI '. • .' 
the Hrahmans (he! n"t 

Prof. Habib als() ,eems to have accepted l1wt . . 
.' . t [he History of 11lOIa 

form the mihlary proie:;sl<!n, Habib's 11ltrociutlOn 0 .. 

'r . II' ( \Ii"arh ('dillOn), :\5 old hy Its llwn IstOtians. V,,1. II. p. 41 : I,.' 

3 Sukraniti,ara, ell. Calculta, ,"vi. II. 1'1'. I:;i-3~ 

• KarnalHloka, Yol. IV, I'P. 63, 65 and 6i 



( 76 ) 

although they do not appear to have formed the bulk 
of the army. 

Describing the military strPJlgth of India, espeoiaUy 
that of the kingdom of Bauura, the king of Kanauj. Al 
Masudi, writes that "this king has four armies, accord­
ing to the four quarters of the wind. Eaoh of them 
numbers 700,000 or 900,000 men. The army of the north 
wars against the prince of Multan, and with the Musal­
mans, his subjects, on the frontier. 1he army of the 
south fights against the Balhara, king of Mankir. The 
other two armies maroh to meet enemies in every 
direction." Testifying the same view Merchant Sulai­
man also states that "this king maintains numerous 
foroes, and no other Indian prince has so fine a 
oavalry.":! 

As the ruler of Kanauj did not have good relations 
with the other ruling dynasties of India, the rulers of 
Kanauj rightly used to post four armies regularly in the 
north, south, east and west directiom;. Chiefly in tho 
west. the empire was confronted by the Arabs in Sindh 
and Multan whioh necessitated the posting of a strong army 
in that direotion. The army of th\) south was posted 
against the Balhara, who was a friend of the Arabs.3 And 
it is reoorded by the Arabs that the armies in the east as 
well as in the north oonstantly moved from plaoe to 
place,4 probably to protect the frontiers from the enemies. 

I MlIrll7.u·1 Zahab. Tr. E. D •. Vol. I, 1" 23 

2 E.D .. Vol,J,p.~ 

3 The ~rab (.; .. o~raphers are. unanimous in their praise of Balhara. It was only 
because tlley were the fnend of tIle AraLs ED,· I J 4 d 3 

4 ~f. H. I.. Vol. II. p. 224 
. • , (). • p. an 4 etc. 
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Speaking of the oonstituents of the Indian army, 
these travellers inform us that the army of Kanauj was 

chiefly oonsisted of oavalry,1 while that of the Rashtrakutas 
was oonsisted of all the three main arm8, i. e., foot, horse, 
and elepha·nt.2 But all the empires were eeapecially strong 
in one arm; the Kanauj forces in exoellcnt oavalry, the 
Bengal foroes in elephants, and the Ducoall foroes in 
infantry. ltashtrakutas were, however, also known for 
their fine cavalry3 and elephants," while the Pratiharas 
of Kanauj were also famous for their camel' and elephant 
ofores.6 

It was, generally, believed that the foot soldicrs 
were the main source of stl'cnO'th on all occasions.7 Niti-o 

prakasika states that each horseman was supported hy a 
thousand of foot soldiers.s 

But after the advent of the Arab rule in Persia and 
\Vestern Asia, it became diffioult for India to have good 

horsos.9 It was one of tho reasons for the rapid decline ill the 

1 Muruju.1 Zabab, Tr. E. D" Vol. ,p. 3 

2 Salsilatu·t Tawarikh., Tr. E. D •• Vol. , p. 3; Nuzhatu·1 ltlu~htak .. Tr. 

E. D •• Vol. I, p. 117 

3 E. D., Vol. I .. p. , and p. 26 

4 E. D., Vol. I, p. 2; and p, 117 

b Ibid .• p •• 

6 Ibid., p. 91 

7 Bhoja; Yuktikalpataru ( cd. Cal. ). p, 7 

8 As evidenced by Mahabharat, Adiparva (Mbh. Adipar~a. I r. 19 : "d. 
.. ' ( VaiJ'anti Bhumlkanda 

Sukhtankar, 1,2.15. and the Lexic-,n ValJayanU • 
ch. on Kshatriya, verses 57·58) in definition of patti. 

( oited by P. Peterson, 
8 It is mentioned in the Surangadhara.paddati, e 

• _ h' h was tolerably good 
p. 2;'6, verse No. lii7o). that the only breed. w Ie 

and was available to them, was Saurashtra horses, 
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efficienoy of the cavah'y in India whioh ultimately weak­
ened the military strength of India. Not only this but 
also the Indian cavalry force could not face the horses of 
the Turko-Afghan invaders who came to invade India,1 in 
the 11th and 12th centuries A. D. 

Arabs also testify to the use of the elephants and 
oamels in warfare. They (esp~cially elephants) were 
trained for wars,:! both for offensive as weH defensive 
purposes. 'fhe Bengal foroJ:3 were famous for their strong 
elephant corps. However, we find considerable llumher of 
elephants being engaged by the Hindu rulers to fight against 
the foreign invader!" during the period under rcview.3 

Neither any of the Mu~lilll writers nor an Indian 
insori ption speaks of any use of ohariots in warfarc~. 
It appears that chariots were no longer in U8e in wars 

during this period. 

The king of the northern India did not have 
regular naval force, but some of the Indian rulers used 
to maintain it.4 The Bhagalpur insuription6 refer" that 

I The Cambridge l\fellieval Hl,tory. Vol. I, p. 3:H, also records be fine 

qualities of Turko.Afghan hor,es. 

2 Megasthcnese. fragment I, p. 30; these elephants were trained (or war 
from thl' v(·r ... early age, POIIIC., ( n. 1'_ Sinha's article on Elephants 
in Ancient Indian Army J, 11155, pp. 51-57 

3 A. K. Srivastava: 0r_ cit .. p. Iii 

• The :\Iaritime activities were quite familiar to in south even c1uring tbe 
time of Dravidians, Each of the gr"at kings seems to have possessed anll 
rnaintained a Heet of '''\'I'ral shiF; : "Art, of war as pra<tiS<'ri in South 
India" V_ H, H:llllclJar.d·" \Jilesl"!,,,. in til, Annal" of the Bhandatkar 
In.it,tut", \'01. VIII, l'art IIi, p, :\9:1' Ja',nary 1:1~7, P""na. 

G 1. A., X V, 1'. :10(;, The lIth"r contemporary inscriptions too refer to the 

naval IJ:lttlc,;. In Bengal there was a uayal olilecr c;;lIed l"aul;alvyapritaka 
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the palas of Bengal and Biha.r maintained a regular naval 
foroe. It is evident that the country was full of rivers 
and the distance oould be easily travelled by boats. 
Al Beruni1 and Nizamuddin2 seem to have been 
impressed by this wing of the army which was engaged 
in the warfare with the Muhammadans. SimilArly, the 
Chota kings of the south also possessed a well organised 
naval force with the help of whioh they oonquerred distant 
oountries around the bay of Bengal. 

It appears that the strength of the army has been 
exaggerated by these Arab Geographers. Sulaiman3 

and Mao;;udi,4 as regards the number of elephants of the 
Pala rulers, state it to be as 50,000 where as Ibn Khurda­
dba observes it as only 5,0005 But this discrepancy might 
have been due to the faot that wherAas the formers have 
desoribed the st.rAngth of the Pala army while it was as 
itA pea.k in the most glorious reign of Devapala the later 
speaks of it during the reign of Narain Pal or one of his 
weak sucoessors when the Pala glory had shrunk to its 
bottom. 

D '" I 'I t had proceeded 00 
(E.!. XII, 40). unng the Sena period the Denga ,ee ' . 

d · . . I tl (' (;;",.','S : ( Inscnp. 
a conquerio" expeo IlIon upto the whole COUISC a I ~ 

t> , • J ) 1Iu' the,e boats 
tions of Bengal. \ 01. III. p. 48 by )1, G. l\IaJ'"J1( ar. . - '. .. . . _ . The \ uktlk.tipat,lfu 
were used both IOf CIVil and military purl',,~e". . 
. ' . _ .' s war and the lung, 

plalllly mentIOns that the klllg. who has boat>. \\ Ifl . . d 1 Jr('~tJg:l' "lgOUl" au 
who, through ignurance. does not keep bU':lt:.. losc:-; 1I~ 1 - • 

treasury ( ec!. Cal. ). p. 2u~. ,"c'rse 3u-:1I 

1 A. I •• Vol. I, p. ~Otl 

2 E. D,. Vol. II p. ~7S ( Aligarh ed •• p. ~Sl ) 

3 E, D" Vol. I. p, ,j 

4 E, lJ .• \'01, I, p_ 2.; 

ij E. D" Vul, l. p. 1·1 
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