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AUTHOR'S NOTF

These lectures were delivered in the Central Party
School held in Delhi in July,

They were based on the decisions of the Apru
Central Committece meeling and some PB documt s.
“ubsc ently, however, another meeting of the Cueniral
comni..tee was held in September. This September
meeting discussed the « estion of the Communist
Party's work in the studer s’ organisations ind adop’ :d
a resolution on the sume.  snce the Polit ' ircau Note
of June, on the basis of which the stude.. .o gunisation
was dealt with became oulmoded; and that part of
the lecture was the  ore dropped.

Similarly, certas.. other parts “ave been revised
in the light of the Central Cominutee resolution on
peace, Government ol Democratic Unity, e,

Provincial and District Committees which org: nise
Party Schaols are requested to rcad these together
wi'h resolutions adopted by the Septeiaber meeting of
the Central Committee when they pr nare their notes
for the Purty Schools.

September 21, 1954
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) Lecture I - .
WHY ORGANISATION?

1. General R

![‘HE dxﬁerence between Dmlecncal ‘and Historical
Materialism and Mechanical Materialism is that, while

..the latter’ cannot offer any sutisfa¢tory explanatian for
" the role which man as an individual, and human society

gol.lec#;vely, play in the transformation of nature, the
former gives a rational explanation for it. Man, the
individual man, says the latter, as well as huraan suciety
collectively, are nothing but cogs in the wheel of°
nature to be ordered. about and played upon by it. The
former, however, reject; this dclerministic approach
to the rolations between Nature and Man. As Comrade
.Stalin  explained in his Dialectical and Hjstorical
Matenahsm

""It-does not follow from Marx’s words. however,
that social ideas, theories, political views and political
Institutions are of no significance in the life of soclety,
that they do not reciprocally affect sncial being, the
development of the material rondilions of the life of
suciety. We have been spenking so far «f the origin of
social ideas, theories, vicws and political institutions
of the way they arisa, of the fact that the spiritual life
of society is a reflection of the conditions of ils material
life. As regards the sicvificance of social ideas, theorles,
views and politieal institytions, as regards their role in
history. histarical materialism far from denving them,









stresses the 'important role and significance of these |
factors in the life of society, in its history.

“There are different kinds of social ideas andl
theories. There are old ideas and theories, which have ,
outlived their day and which serve the interests of the
moribund forces of society. -Their significance lies,in
,fact that they hamper the development, the progress of |
society. Then there are new and advanced ideas and-i
theories which serve the interests of the advanced !
forces of society. Their significance lies in the fact that
they facilitate the development the progress of society;
and their significance is the greater, the more accurately
they reflect the needs of development of the material
life of society.

“New social ideas and theories arise only after the
development of the material life of society has set
new tasks before society, But once they have arisén
they become a most potent force which facilitates tiHe
carrying out of the new tasks set by the development
of the material Jife of society, a force which facilitates
the progress of society. It is precisely here that the
tremendous organising, mobilising and transforming
value of new ideas, new theories, new political views
and new political institutions manifests itself.” (Proba.
lems of Leninism, pp. 726-727)

In his last work on the Economic Problems of i
Socialism in the USSR, Comrade Stalin succinctly i
explained the 1lation between Nature and Man.
“Marxism regards laws of science,” he said, “—whether
they be laws of natural science or laws of political eco-
nomy--a< the reflection of objective processes, which
take place independently of the will of man. Man may
discovcr these laws, get to know them, study them,
reckon with 1 em 1n his activities and utilise them in
the interests of society, but he cannot change or abolish l
them. Still les: can he fortn and create new laws of
science.




I “Does this mean, for instance, that the results of
the action of the laws of nature, the result- of the action
of the forces of nature, are generally inavertible,
that the destructive action of the forces of nature al-
ways and everywhere proceeds with an elemental and
inexorable power that does not yield to the influence
of man? No, it does not. 'Leaving aside astronomical,.
geological and other similar processes, which, even if
he has come to know the laws of their development,
man really is powerless to influence, in many other
cases man is very far from powerless, in the sensi: .f
being able to influence the processes of nature. In all
such cases, having come to know of the laws of nature,
reckoning with them wnd relying on them, and intelli-
gently applying and ut’ising them, man can restrict
their sphere of action, and can impart a different direc-
tion to the destructive forces of nature and vonvert
them to the use of society.... :

“Reference is made to Engels' Anti-Duhring, to hus
formula which says that, with the abolition of capital-
ism and the socialisation of the means of production,
man will obtain control of his means f producticn,
that he will be set free from the yoke of social and
economic relations and become the ‘master’ of his
social life. Engels calls ‘this freedom ‘appreciation £
necessity’, And what can this ‘ap;- :ciation vl neces-
sity’ mean? It means that, having come to know the
objective laws (‘necessity’), man will apply them with
full consciousness in the inlerests nf society.” (Econt-
mic Problems of Socialism in the USSR. pp. 6-8)

It is this understanding of the relation betw:en'
nature and man that Marxism applies to the theory of
revolution. Marxism does not consider laws of pelitical
cconomy in the fatali-iic way in which some pselld‘)f-
Marxists do. .

For example, it is the fashion amony certaiu ‘Marx-
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ists’ to consider that, just because the economic crisis
is developing, the political crisis should imn.ediately
“follow; that just because a political crisis is breaking’
_out, ﬂ: is bound to lead to revolutionary seizure of
power. The result of this pseudo—Malx.st understand-
ing of the relation between the cconomic and political
crisis, as well as between the political crisis and the
revolutionary seizure of power, is that, the moment
signs of an economic crisis" become visible, talk wiil
start of the revolutionary seizure of power, while, as
a matter of fact, the objective political conditions are
not at all mature,. It is in answer to such pseudo-Marx-
ists that Comrade Stalin made the following remarks
in his Report to the Seventeenth Comngress of the

C.P.S.U. (B):

“Sume comrades think that, once there is a revo-
lutionary crisis, the bourgeoisie is bound tu be in a
hopeless position; that its end is therefore a foregone
conclusion; th:t the victory of the revolution is thus
assured, and that all they have to do is to wait for the
fall of the bourgeoisie and to draw up viclorious reso-
lutions. This is a profound mistake. The victory of
the revolution never comes by itself. It must be
prepared for and won. And only a strong proletarian
revolutionary party can prepare for and win victory.
Moments occur when the situation is revolutionacy,
when the rule of the bourgeoisie is shaken to its very
foundations, and yet the vlctoxy of the revolution does
not come, because there is no revolutionary party of
the proletariat sufficiently strong and influential to lead
the masses and to take p6wer. It would be unwise to
believe that such ‘cases’ cannot occur.

“It will do no harm in this connection to recall
Leni’s prophetic words on revolutionary crises, uttered
at the Second Cgngress of the Communist Inter-
national:



“‘We have now. come to the question of the revolu-
tionary crisis as the basis of our revolutionary action.
And here we must first of all note two widespread
errors. On the one hand, the bourgeois economists
represent this crisis simply as ‘unrest’, as the English
su clegantly cxpress it. On the other hand, revolu-
tionaries sometimes try to prove that. the crisis is
absolutely hopeless. That is a mistake. There is no
such thing as an absolutely hopeless situation. Tre
bourgeoisie is behaving like an arrant brigand who has
lost his head: it commits blunder after blunder,.thus
making the situation more acute and hastening its own
doom. All this is true. But it cannot be ‘proved’ that
there is absolutely no chance of its gulling some minor-
ity of the exploited with some concessions or other, or
of suppressing some movement or uprising of surae
section or another of the oppressed and exploited. To,
try to ‘prove’ beforehand that a situation is ‘absolutely’|
hopeless would be sheer pedantry, or juggling with *
concepts and catchwords. In this and similar questions
the only real ‘proof’ is practice. The bourgeois system
all over the world is experiencing a most profound re-
volutionary crisis. And the revolutionary parties rmust
now ‘prove’ by {heir practical actions that they ave
intelligent and organized enough, ure in contact enough
with the exploited masses, are determined and skilful
enough to utilize thi; crisis for a successful and victo-
rious revolution.' (Leunin, Vol. XXV, pp. 34041)"
{Problems of Leninism, pp. 589-590.)

Comrade Stalin returned to this theme again in his
Economic Problems wherein he stated as follows:

“Unlike the laws of natural seience. where the
dizcovery and application of a new law proceeds more
or less smoothly, the discovery and the application ol
a new law in the economic field, affecung as it does
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the interests of obsolescent forces of society, meets with
the most powerful resistance on their part. A force, a so-
cial force, capable of overcoming this-resistance, is
therefore necessary. In our country, such a force was
the alliance of the working class and the peasantry,
who represented the overwhelmmg majority of society.
There is no such force yet in other, capitalist countries.
This explains the secret why the Soviet governmeént
-was able to smash the old forces of society, and why
in our country the economic law that the relations of
production must necessarily conform with the character
of the productive forces received full scope.” (Econo-
mic Problems of Socialism in the USSR, pp. 10-11)

This is the theorelical basis for considering orga-
nisation as of key importance. This importance was
stressed by Comrade Dimitrov in his‘ well-known
specch in reply to the debate at the 7th World Congress
of the Communist International:

“Comrades, it is clear, of course, that for the Com-
munist International and each of its sections, the
fundamental thing is to work out a correct line. But
a correct line alone is not enough for concrete leade"-
ship in the class struggle.

“For that. a number of conditions must be fulfilled,
above all the following:

“First, orgunisational guarantees that adopted de-
cisions will be carried out in praclice and that all
obstacles in the way will be resolulely overcome. What
Comrade Stalin said at the Seventeenth Congress of
the Communist Party of (Me Soviet Union about the
conditions necessary to carry out the line of the Party
can and should be applied also, in ils entirety, to the
d(.‘(;jlﬁlons which our Congress adopts. Comrade Stalin
sail
“‘Some people think that it is sufficient to draw up

[



a correct Party line, proclaxm it from the housetops,
enunciate it in the form of general theses and resolu-.
tions and carry them unanimously in order to make
victory come of itself, automatically, so to speak. This,
of course, is wrong. Those who think like that are
greatly mistaken. Only incorrigible bureaucrats and
office rats can think that. As a matter of fact, these
~ successes and victories were obtained, not automati-
cally, but as a result of a fierce struggle to carry out |
the Party line. Victory never comes by itself—it has
to_be dragged _by the hand. Good resolutions and
declarations in favour of the general line of the Party’
are only a beginning; they merely express the desire to
win, but it is not victory., Alter the correct line has
been given, after a correct solution of the problem has
been found, success depends on the manner in. which
the work is organised, on the organisation of the strug-
gle for the application of the line of the Party, on the
proper selection of workers, on supervising the ful-
filment of the decisions of the leading organs. Without
this the correct line of the Party and the correct solu-
tions are in danger of being severely damaged. More
than that, after the correct political line has been given,
the organisational work decides everything, including
the fate of the political line itself, i.e, whether it is
fulfilled or not.” . (Socialism Victorious, pp. 78-79)

“It is hardly necessary to add anything to these
striking words of Comrade Stalin, which must become
a guiding principle in all the work of our Parties.

“Another condition is the ability to conwvert deci-
sions of the Comumnunist International eund its sections
into decisions of the widest masses themselves. This
is all the more necessary now, when we are faced with
the task of organising a united front of the proletariat
and drawing very wide masses of the people into an
anti-fascist People’s Front, The political and tactical
genius of Lenin and Stalin stands out most clearly and
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_vividly in their masterly ability to get the masses to

|

understand the correct line and the slogans of the

Party through their own experience. If we trace the
history of Bolshevism, that greatest of treasure houses

of the political strategy and tactics of the revolutionary )

labour movement, we can see for ourselves that the
Bolsheviks never substituted methods of leading the
Party for methods of leadmg the masses..

“Comrade Stahn pomted out that one of the pecu-
liarities of the tactics of the Russian Bolsheviks in the
period of preparation for the October Revolution con-
sisted in their ability correctly to determine the path
and the turns which naturally lead the masses to the
slogans of the Party, to the very ‘threshold of the revo-
lution’, helping them to sense, to testand to realise from
their own experience the correctness of these slogans.
They did not confuse leadership of the Party with
leadership of the masses, but clearly saw the difference
between leadership of the first kind and leadership of

the second kind. In this way they worked out tactics us |

the science not only of Party leadership, but also of the
leadership of millions of toilers. |

“Furthermore, it must be borne in mind that
masses ¢ n .ot assimilate our decisions unless we b m
to speak the langutge which the masses underste .d.
We do not always know how to speak simply, con-
cretely, in images which are familiar and intelligible

to the masses. We are still unable to refrain from
abstract formulas which we have learnt by rote. As a |

matter of fact, if you look through our leaflets, news-
papers, resolutions and theses, you will find that they
arc often written in a language and style so hoavy that
they are difficult for even our Parlv functivnaries to
understand, let alone the rank-and-file workers.”
(United Front pp. 112-113. International Publishers,
New York.) 7

——————— *



The ‘above-mentioned emphasis on the role of ideo-
logy “and orgenisation was completely taken into
account when our Party prepared its new Programmae.

It will be recalled that the Programme stated in|
its 19th Section that “our Party does not find it possmle!
at present to carry out socialist transformations in our |
country.” The Programme gave two reasons for this |
—firstly, “the backwardness of the economic develop-
ment of India” and secondly, “the weakness of the |
mass orgamsations of the workers, peasants and toiling '
intelligentsia”.

It has been ex, lained elsewhere how the first o
these two factors—backwardness of the economic de-
velopment of India—makes it impossible for us to
carry out socialist transformations. That, however,
still leaves unexplained how the sccond factor—weak-
ness of the mass organisations of workes, peasants and
toiling intelligentsia—pievents us from cArrymg out
socialist transformations.

The explanation for this is to be found in the fact
tlat, while it is entirely neccssary for a country 1o
have a certain degree of ecol mice development‘——deve-I
jupment of the process of the socialist mode of produc-
tion—for it to advance towards socialist construction;
while it would be impossible for a backward economy\
to g forward to socialiszmn without passing through »
number of transitional stages; it would be wrong to
consider the contrary statemen! to be true. It would
be wrong to consider that, once a country overcomes
its economic backwardness, once it bunilds modern
large-seale industry, once great advances have been
registe “~d n the direction of socialisation of the process
of prc .ction, it will be possible fof it straightaway
to advance towards a socialist svsteni. For this, it is
also nec.ssary thalt a certain amount of development
should have taken place in the mas: arganisations of
workers, peasants and toiling intelligontsia.
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: _"I'his was underlined by Lenin in some of his
wn}mgs in the immediate post-October Revolution
period on the training of the whole working class in
the process of administration and control. Because
_Lenin_realised the significance of this training, hé

. advanced the slogan of workers’ control over the indus-
try, rather than direct management by the workers.

 He said that, once the employers are made accountable
to the workers, once they are forced to open all the

. records connected with the management of industry,
the workers will learn the art of management; no
amount of manoeuvring by the employers would de-
ceive them. :

' It was again the necessity for giving the large mass
of individual peasants the necessary training in the
1 scess of ollective production and management, that
made Lenin lay great stress on Co-operation as the
wmeans of bringing peasants under the system of collec-
tive_farming. With regard to the forms of collective
farming itself, Comrade Stalin, in various speeches and
writings gxplained how it is necessary to start with the
lowest forms, and then'go on to higher and higher
forms. _ '
~ It is out of tiis necessity for training the mass of
individual peasants that the basic principle of the
Socialist progress 1 wards collectivisation—the volun-
tary principle—has been worked out by Stalin and
other leaders of the Soviet Union, as well as by the
leaders of People's Democracies which came into exis-
tence after the Second World War. It is. therefore,
necessary to bear in mind that the existence of strong
mas§ orguuisations of workers, peasants and toiling.
intelligentsia, emphasised by the Communist Party will
determine the tempo of overcoming economic back-
wardness itself and, thug, of going over to the construc-
‘fion of Socialist society.

How the existence of these mass organisations of |
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| workers, peasants and toiling intelligentsia would
accelerate the tempo of the advance of the working

| class towards Socialism, has been shown by the very
rapid develop: ' £ of People's China, in its transition

. to Socialism. In just four years of People’s Democratic
Dictatorship, China could overcome » backwardness
« her semi-colonial and semi-fen economy and
embark on the First Five-Year Plan, which is designed
to lay the basis for Socialist Construction. = -

Many of us had thought that, because the Chinese
Party was gmpt{gsi;sin&the anti-imperialist, a_xltl:fg. gl
coarac r of their revolution, it would take several
years ‘for China to emba 'z on socialist construction. |
We were therefore suwiprised to find ‘that, by .
the beginning of 197*, tb Tommunist Party of Thiaa
had already mapped ou. China's path of Socialist
construction. It was surprising to us because we did
not realise the immense significance of the fact that
the social forces ca = le of overcoming the resistance
of obsolescent forces of society, ° .which Comrage
Stalin spoke in his Economic Probiems— the worker-
peasant alliance—had been created in the course of
over twenty years of bitter and arduous struggle in
which the Chinese people engaged under the leadership
of the Communist Party.

Absence of such social forces ™ India should,
therefore, be considered, along wiin the economic
backwardness of our country, as a factor making it
impassible for us, to embark on soeialist construction
today. !
'Iyiow is this shortcoming, to be overcome in our
country? The answer is to be scen in the picture which
the Party's 1951-52 Election Manifesw drew of the
People’s Democratic State as an aliérnifive to the pre-
sent landlord-monopolist Government  “The very
structure of the St ie,” the Munifesto said, “will be
such as to ensw ¢ effeetive adminstration of the State
I









\:by the people themselves, The organs of struggle of the
united people, heading the hattle against the existing
_regime and achieving its destruction wﬂl become the
‘base of the new State power.”

© It is the creation of these ' “organs of stmggle of
‘the united people which will become the base of the
jnew ‘State power” that js the key to the problem. both
"of the establishment of the State of People’s Demo-
‘tracy. as well as of its quickest possible transition

fowards Socialism. Are we able to forge the unity of

I'the workmg people in every factory, every mine, every
plantatnon, every farm, every office, every village and
every ward or mohalla of a town—in short, wherever

. the common people work or reside—in struggle against
‘the existing regime? It is the ancwer to this guestion

' that determines the speed, both of the establishment of
the State of People's Democrac,, as well as of its

i further advance along the path of Socialism.

This distinguishes the Communist approach to-
wards the question of power.from the approach of all

“other parties. For example, there are “left” critics of
the idea of People’s Democratic Dictatorship, who argue
that People's Democratic Dictatorship is a “betrayal of
Socialism”. Adherents as they are of the petty-bour-
geois outlook on the revolution, these “left” critics of
People's Democracy de not understand that the prere-
quisite for 'le quickest and most successful transition
to Socialism is (not the loudest talk about it but) the
widest possible mobilisation of the entire people in
struggle against the existing regime, under the leader-
'ship of the working class, headed by the Communist
Party.
| They talk of Marxism-Leninism, but miss the
essence of Marxism-Leninism—the basic idea that it
i the working people, organised in their day-to-day
struggle at the place of the « work and at the place of
\Hheir residence, that have tu smash the existing State
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[ the forging of unity of the fighting people at the base.
) All these make it clear that the key question which

- faces the Communist Party, both in relation to its im-
mediate task of developing present-day struggles to-

~ wards the central political slogan of the formation of
Government of Democratic Uni'y, as well as its further
development along the path of People’s Demiocracy and
_Socnahst Construction, is the question of orgamsmg tbe
miliions of our toiling people .

——

2. In the Struggle for Peace

Now let us apply this understanding to the question
of tke struggle for Peace.

The Central Committee at its last meeting arrived
at two conclusions on the international sitvation:
firstly, there is a certain amount of relaxation of inter-
national tension; secondly, in spite of this relaxation of
tension, the warmongers of the world are very active.

The first of the above two conclusions has been com-
pletely confirmed by the proceedings of the Geneva
Conference: for the first time in the post-second-world-
war period, American warmongers stood virtually iso-
lated in international relations. No amount of pressure
end intunidation from Dulles and his deputy, Bedell
Smith, could prevent the British and the French from
negotiating with the Chinse and the Vietnamese for an
agreement. "

This raises the question: Does this show that the
Central Committee’s second conclusion has become
outmoded? No, it does not mean that. In spite of a cer-
tain amount of relaxation of international tension;
in spite of the fact that, so far as Geneva is concerned,
the plans of the American warmongers headed by
Dulles and Eisenhower have been thwarted, the efforts
of the warmongers have not been finally defeated.

14



At the very time when these developments were
taking placMhou-Nehru talks, Chou-Nu talks, ete.—
talks were going on in Washington between the British
and. the American imperialists, The communique
issued at the end of the Washington talks shows that
the American and British imperialisis, if they have
things their own way, would still further intensify
international tension. For example, they make a very
clear statement to the effect that it will be their com-
mon endeavour to see that what they call “States which
were formerly free and are now in b-udage” should
be liberated. Thay are also putting :..i sorts of pressure
on France to ratify the EDC.

It will therefore be wr...; to see only the relaxa-
tion in international ten:ion and to ignore the frantic
&Torts made by the wariongers to work up war hyste-
ria. Nor are these efferts accidental. They gre based on
an objective material reality, the reality_that the whole
economy of world capitalism, m(ludmg that of America,
is cracking up. It is in arder to find a way out of this
situation that they are trying to worlt up war pysteria.
This is a very important fact which we should alwavs
remember. Stalin has noted it in his lait work Econo-
mic Problems of Socialisin in the USSR, wherein he
stated that, so long as imperinlism continues, so- long
as modern monopoly capitalism tries to make maximum
profit, the possibili.y of war always exists. And now
is the time when the whole system of world capitalism,_
and as part of the system of world capitalism, American
monopoly capital, is going through a very serious
economir crisis,

That being so, we cannot, by any means, rest con-
tent with the fact that there is a certain amount of
lessening of international tension toduv. Discontent
against the warmongers is, of course. growing; the
resistance against war preparations is growing; but we
cannot rast satisfied with these things. The monopo-
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lists are desperate. They are not fiinding any other
means to save themselves from collapse than prepara-
tions for war. Through greater and greater prepara-
tions for war, through actual launching of war, they
are hoping to get out of the crisis.

* The broad conclusions at which we have arrived
are;

(1) The danger of war is extremely serious.
Consider this: there was world-wide indignation
-against the Hydrogen Bomb tests; .\merica has, a few
days ago, announced that they are still going to carry
on the tests. This underlines the immense danger
that faces us.

(2) The recent developments have at the same
time shown that, provided the working-class movement
headed by the Comnuunist Party, together with all
hon-party democratic, anti-imperialist and nationalistic
clements, build a powerful movement to assert the
will of the people, the danger can be minimised,
averted, or at least postponed.

When we survey the national situation, we find
that the rccent developments, particularly the last
Delhi Cenvention against US-Pak Pact and for Less-
ening of International Tension, and the manner in
which the delegation to the Stockholm Conference was
selected, show that a new opportunity has opened up
to build a very powerful, broad, united movement for
peace ‘and for relaxation in. international tension. It
makes it possible to build a broad United Front of all
sections, ever large sections of Congressmen—on spe-

cific issues, even the leadership of the Congress—in the ,

struggle for peice.
1 At th same time, van it be said that, because Nehru

lis oday acceptin:; a particular policy, because Nehru

i« coming aut moie and more against American impe- '
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rialism, because Nehru has 1ssued a Jomt C »mmhm;lm i

with Chou, because of all these. thmgs, the Ind.im;, mL-.

tmg classes, and the Indian Government, as a wholel
have taken their place in the camp of peace?. Yon f

cannot say that. Because we see the stiff A

that is voiced even to the line adopted b ,‘ Nehru /

though this line itself is very much short of a

of lasting peace, inside the ruling circles.

It is therefore necessary for us to realise that we ,

cannot rest content with the improvement that has ro |

cently taken place in India’s foreign policy. Oicourse,l

| we are happy over this change. But we cannot go on!

. with the assumption thai this change and nnprove‘ment

- will continue, Whether i. will continue or not deg_ends
on the manner in which we look upon this change ‘and l

help to develop India’s foreign policy further in th‘e‘

| same direction.

: This is the main point which the Central Comnuttee

emphasised in its decisions and Comrade Ajoy em-
phasised in his article explaining its decisions: {

& “While recording all this, the Central Committee
{ could not also ignore the weakness that had been re-
vealed. 1t is obvious that actual mebilisation in the
- struggle for peace is still far less han what it cai
| and should be. An important reason for this, the Cen= ©
| tral Committee concluded, is the prevalence of secta-
rian concepts. There is, in our Party, the tendenty
to think that when the Nehru Government makes a
| statement or proposal which, in som: measure, helps
1the cause of peace, the Communist Party has merely
to express formal support to it and peint out its
1nadequac1es
“Due to this tend: acy, the task of building mass
unity in action on the stand that has already been taken
by the Indian Government is considerably neglected...” |
, The main poiut is not whether we for aally
|
|
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support or do not support a certain stand of Nehru.
After all, when Nehru and the Government, and the
party of the ruling class take a stand in favour of
banning the A-Bomb, for example, or in favour of a
cease-fire in Indo-China, it is not our formal support
to it that carries the movement forward. What is re-
‘quired at the present moment is concerted mass action.

It is not just the Communist Party, the Central
Committee, the Provincial Committees or the Party
units down to the local unit, issuing statements sup-
porting Nehru's stand that will take the movement
forward. It is only if every Provincial Committee,
every Party unit down to cell, goes into action and sees
that all those who support Nehru's stand come together
on a joint platform and express their determination to
see that this policy will be carried out, only if what
Nehru has said is transformed into something which
the mass of the people understand and fight for, that
the movement will be advanced.

" " Now whal is happening? The Government has
made an official declaration. Nehru has made his per-
sonal declaration. That official declaration and that
personal declaration by Nehru, have value only so long
as this Government, and Nehru personally, stick to
this policy. The value of such an official declaration
from the Government, such an individual statement
by Nehru, arises only out of the fact that they are
coming from the Governinent or Nehru. There is no
mass pressure or support behind them. To the extent
that Nehru and his Government stick to this policy
today, it will be cffective. But suppose, tomorrow or
the day after, as a result of the immense pressure
excrted by all sorts of people, this Government changes
its policy and Nehru also changes his stand—then what
happens? )

It is our task o see that, to the cxlent that the
Government wnd Nehru adopt a progressive policy, il -
11



is allowed not to remain as mere official policy of the
Congress and the Government, but it is made the basis
for a very big rhass ‘movement. Nehru's stand g gives us’
a very big opportunity o'go out fo a far wider section
of the people._ It gives us the opportunity to draw ¢ven
elements from the Congress into the campaign for a
policy of peace which their own Government has adop-
ted. It is this that creates the guarantee that if, after
some time, Nehru gives up his present policy, or if the
ruling classes succeed in removing him. there will be -
a movement which will continue to fight for the same
policy, independently of Nehru. It 1s the failure 1o,
see this that leads us to a sectarian approach to the \
peace movement.

Comrade Ajoy Ghosh’s above-mentioned article
goes on to say:

“In effect, it is a tendency which weakens the
struggle for peace, by looking upon the declarations
of the Governent as a substitute for mas:; mobilisation.

“The Central Committee pointed c.ut that this is &
wrong tendency. It siressed that while fighting for a
consistent policy of peace, while combating the false
propaganda about ‘two power-blrcs striving to destroy
each other’, a propaganda often indulged in by even
Nlehru, the Communist Party has to do something more -
also

“It has to lay utmost emphasis on the task of build-
ing unity in action on the basis of declarations already
made by the Government itself. In fact, without such
mobilisation and unity in action on the basis of the
declarations already made, the tusk of combaling the
false propaganda of two power-blocs and of fighting for |
2 cunsistent peace policy itself cannot be fulfilled.”

When I speak of the peace movement, T am not
speaking onlyv of the movement for peace which comes
~within the purview of the Peace Commillees, or Peace
Council, but a peace movement whicli includes, to-
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gether with these committees, other organisations,
~ 8roups and individuals. B P X
: The Party, therefore, has two main tasks to fulfil:
- Furstly, there is the above-mentioried task of build
. Ing unity in action of the broad masses of people on
“the basis of the very declarations of policy made by
- Nehru and his Government. : :
But this is not the only task that we, as the Com-

. Mmunist Party, we as the foremost champions of peace,
have to carry out. Together with this, we have to carry
out a second task, that of combating the false propa-
_8anda to the effect that the present-day international
tension is the result of “rivalry between two power-
blocs.” This is a line of propaganda which is carried on
by the Congress, by other bourgeois parties, in which
Nehru himself participates.

For example, consider the recent letter which
Nehru wrote to the Pradesh Congress Committee Pre-
sidents. It is a very good letter. It draws attention '/
the supreme importance of the movement for peace,
Chou En-lai—Nehru talks, ¢te; it comes out vetry clearly |
‘agains[ America. It even says that we have accepted |
aid’ from America only because it will be impn!' 1|
when somehody says he is prepared to' give ald anc e
‘Tefuse. ALl 1his is very good.

But, along wwith this, he also goes back to the ald |
theme of two power blocs. It is therefore very neces- |
sary that, in the midst of mobilising the people for the |
policies of the Nehru Govermment, we do not forget |
the fact that Nehru's policy is not a policy which will 7
ensure full and complete peace. The ideology which he
preaches, as part of his campaign for peace, i1s an ideo- |
log ;- which confuses the people, an ideology vwhich in
certain respects, unless we combat it effectively, |
:{nu}f ultimately lead to the strengthening of the war
dloe.

8o 't is very necossary that we, indopendently ae
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la Party, as well as vlong with all such ‘parties, gmu' ‘
(and elements who believe that it is not a question o
" “Pwo Power Blocs”, but between the camp of war and
the camp of pence—there are such elements ou‘tsi )
.the Party as well--carry on a sustained and. systapa
icampaign amony the people to populanse the genuine.
_peace policy of the Soviet Union, China, ete. These two |
[tasks should sltu. aneously be carried out. .
Now, this is a task which obvionsly is very : serio 1,181
\ly neglected in our P -ty. Of course, there was a time
when there were controversies as to whether the Peace
‘movement has any relevance to India. But those cays
‘are gone. Now, particularly after the develn mu';ta in
covmectlon with the US-Pak Pact, ever b W
‘that India is as much interested in the ‘;cace movnmeat
as any other country, that India is . much threatened
and menaced by the aggressive mu -uouuvl es of the US
i .perialists. All this has heen ri cogmised.

But, has this change been Nilly reflected in Lhe acti-
vities of the Party? Has the i portance of this been
Hullv realised by our Partyv? You connetl say that. Be-
‘Ev we, if we had realised this, then a1l these movements,

——p

ie Delhi Convention on US-Pualusian Mlhmr) Pact,

te., would not have remained as they were, e, con=t
Tmed te MPs, figures of the cultural world, mtollec-
tuals, scienﬁsts, ete. As a matter ot fact, the movement
I8 today mostly confined to such a small civele of very
big peop'e. A small circle of wery lig people—~tiis xs]
both the strength and weakness of the present peace
riovement in India
1 Ttis ¢ e that in order to draw such elements into
Ihe peace movement owr brother Parties in ance.
Nuly, Britai+ and other countries are making thair uts,
1ogt efforts. But in India, we are extre mnl weik in

i major aspect of the peace movemen:, which iﬁ‘fz
' articipation of the workers, peasants, ™« fdle elfsse
-""'f"'!‘ft'r'munen. small uhuph\uui W, organised 10
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their trade unions, kisan sabhas and other mass organ-
isations. It is the participation of this large mass of
Small people that makes the peace movement ¢ mova-
ment of the people.

It is this distinction that I want to make—the small

lcirc'le of very big people were drawn in; but the large
circle of small people has not yet been drawn in.

The peace movement is looked upon as the concern
of a very few people who are either not interested in,
or whom the Party does not consider fit for, trade
union, kisan sabha, or Party-building work. There
are such arguments also: “Why don’t you delegate so-
and-so for peace work?” 'No, he is useful for TU work.”

" So, it is assumed on the one hand that intellectuals
and middle-class people cannot do trade union or kisan
sabha waork; on the other hand, it is assumed that the
Peace mdvement work can only be done by these
People, ag if peace is not the concern of workers and
peasants!i

It is Rere that you will see the immense difference
between the peace movement in our country and the

peace movyement in France or Ilaly. The French Partly
and the Itglian Party take the peace movement to every
factory, every mine, every farm, everywhere where the
l\vorker, the peasant, handicraftsman and small shop-
keeper works or lives.

Peace and war is the concern of living humanity
and not a question of just“the destruction of a few
historical monuments, as is sometimes made out. In
the writing of intellectuals, you find this: “If the war
comes, what about the Taj, Kutub Minar, Red Fort?"
All this is true. It mgy alsu be true that intellectuals,
the historians who have a genuine love for these monu-’
ments, will come into the peace mavement on such
considerations. But for people like us, what is import-
ant is humanity—the millions of workers, the millions
of peasants. What will happen if a Hvdrogen Bomb is
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‘on this country. Millions and millions of common

. beople will die. This is what affects every worker, every
peasant and every common man,

. Of course, in the course of this, even in the fac-

- tories, even in the farms, even ‘among workers and

' peasants, we should certainly mention historical monu- .
ments, elc. I am not at all ignoring its importance even
for the workers and peasants. But there is something

- like the living man, the living man is as important as
a dead monument, and it is a question of making the
millions and millions of people realise that the question
of peace and war is a question of life and death. It is,
this that is missed. Because this is missed; because the
trade-union movement is only concerned with dearness)
allowance, bonus, compensation for disability, etc.; be-
cause it does not concern itself with the major quc-ﬂlon
of life and death which is a part and parcel of the t.da'e
union movement itself that the peace movement doqﬂ
not become a mass movement.

"~ It is the integration of the peace mov emd\% wnh ‘
the movement for the improvement of the ¢dople’s
standard of living that has created such hetdes and .|
heroines in France as Raymonde Dien. It is this inte-
gratim of the strupgle for peace with the struggle for
the peaple’s living standards that has raised such a
powerful mass movement in France that its ruling class
at last was forced to come to terms in Viet Nam.

It is such an appr oach that is lacking in our coun-
try. That is why it is confined tu a few peuple at the
top. Building up of such a powerful mass peace move-
ment in co-ordination with the entire irade-uninn and
prasant movements is thus one of the key tasks we have
to Tulfil.

3. In the Strugg'e for People's Democracy

exploded in the Indian Ocecan and radio-active ash fa.llst

I have so far dealt with our Lask in relation to foreign
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policy. Now I have Lo come to the task with regard ti
the internal policy of the Govemment and its conse-
. qQuences on the people.
.. Certain comrades aro asking whelher in the light
—-ef recent developmentls in ‘the Indian Government's
loreign' policy-—its treaty with China on Tibet, Nehru-
. Chou talks, ete.~the basic characterisation made by
the Party with regard to the foreign policy of the Nehru
- Governiment has not become out of date, whether it is
“‘not time for us Lo reconsider our whole attitude to the
 Néihru Government in the light of the progressive peace
- policy which it is pursuing.
I have very often heard people ask: how s it pos-
. sible for a government to pursue a policy which is pro-
gressive in foreign relations and reactionary in internal
malfers? So the conclusion is drawn that, since the
Nehru (GGovernment hus adopted a progressive peace
policy in foreign relatians, it is bound to adopt a pro-
gressive internal policy also.

- Now, it is necessary for us to be very clear on this
point. This was, of course, raised at the Party Congress
fteelf and was rejected. Bud, still, it is necessary—parti-
cularly in view of the most recent developments in
foreign policy matters—to be perfectly clear cn this.

It is nacessary at this stage to clear up one point
we in our semi-colonial, semi-feudal set-up cannot take
the same attitude to a “Governmeni of Peace” as our
brothe: Parties in advanced capitalist countirvies. For
them, foreign policy guestions—questions of peace or
war, questions of armaments—are directly related to |
questions of internal social advance, questions of less
taxation of the people, grealer expenditure for social
insurance, ete. The question of industrial rehabilitation
is also directly linked with reduction in armament ex- |
penditure. This is the position in Britain, France, Italy. '
America and in all thoge countries which are within the
orbil of the Atlantic Treaty, so much so that the very !

i
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thau in France, Italy, etc _between questwns of forezgn
. limited extent, for a government | to ) be less linked
with the war bloc in relation to foreign policy, but, at
the same time, be totally reactionary in relation fo
home policy. It is not necessary for one to be progres-
sive and democratic in relation to home policy, as a
condition for him to adopt a policy of peace or neutra-
Ality in foreign policy.

We should now raise the question: what is the
reality? To the comrades who argue how it is possible
for Nehru to be progressive in foreign policy and reac-
‘tionary in home policy, my answer is: even if you do
Emt know how it is possible, you must admit that that
is the reality. On the one hand Nehru issues a joint
statement with Chou, which, in any case, you cannot
call ‘reactionary’; on the other hand, he pursues a polxcy
of rationalisation in mdustly-’ helping landlords in
ewctmn ‘Yent increases, 8tc., in relation to land pohcy,’*
puttmn greater burdens on shopkeepers, peasants,
handicrafismen and poor people; ‘putting, all militant
txade union and kisan sabha workers in jml wherever
there is any struggle. You cannot call it a ‘progressive’ |
policy, by any stretch of imagination. These are the |
faets before your own eyes. Why then argue whether

it is possible or not?
Now we shall also see whether it is possible or not.
Yes, it is possible. Afier oll, a class, which is ruling a

State, is primarily interested in one thing: it wants to
safeguard its State Power, It should maintain its power
somehow or other. Now, this maintenance of its power
=ar any cost has obviously twa.sides: i

(1) Maintenance of its power as against the ma-
jority of the exploited and oppressed people; this is its
home policy;

(2) maintenance of power in relation to foreign

26 !
_



['States; this is'its foreign policy, ¢

We should see that, at fre present moment, two

‘ thmgs are happening. ’

One the one hand, Ihe Tiddian nenple are more and
“more comng into action, uot only in order to ‘gain cer-
tain partial concessipns, but i order to change the |
whole character of the State This is slowly. develépmg
and this is the movement for replacement of the pre-
sent Congress Government hy a Govern: went of Demo-
cratic Unity. The ruling class = acis o uve xtself from
this. e T

_ On the other hand, the way in whfch ,Amm‘man
\imperialism_thro n the United Nations has been
manaeuvrmg ainst India, using Pakistan, nud certain -
elements. in 1ndia itself, has become & threat to the
Indian nation. .. ‘

As between these two threats —— the thmt
from their own people and the threal from out-
side - the ruling circles or raiher the various
sections among them, src shifting from position to
position. Sometimes the whole ruling elass and
sometimes certain sections, think that since the com-
mon  people are comiug nte action against their
exploiters, since this growing people’s movement is
threatening the State appmratus, everything else |
should be subordinated to the tusk of the exushing this
peaple’s movement. That being so. the whole ruling
class on certain occasions, and certain sections at all
times, go in for collaborativn with Eritish or American
imperialism, or both. But there are certain sections
which at certain times think that it is not the growing
people’s movement that is threatening their existence
so much as the threat from outside.

In these circumstances, all sorts of shifts from
) .suion to position are taking place and will continue

. future to take place. We should be prepared for
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viduals and groups in the camp of the ruling classes.
|But all these t.-e changes which do not alter the basic
ireality that the ruling classes are concerned with the
|problem of State Power.

Our ruling classes are, in short, determined: to
[ maintain their State Power at all costs. You cannot

, unexpected changes in the position taken ap by indi-

therefore determine your attitude to them and the
Governrment in the light only of certain aspects of its
foreign policy. Your attitude has to be determined in

the light of its internal policy, in the light of the pclicy

it pursues towards the working class, towards the
peasantry and otner toiling sections of the people.
Looking at the whole thing in this light, what do

we find today?
We find that this is a Government thch is un-

leashing a terrific offensive against the common people.

_This has to be very clearly seen. The concrete forms

of this offensive have been described in the Political
Resolution adopted at Madurai and in the Central
Committee's decisions of April. None of these things
have changed as a result of the recent develop-
ments in the foreign policy of the Nehru Government.

As Comrade Ajoy Ghosh's article and ~ther Party
documents point out, the recent developments have
shown that, in relation to internal policy, the present
Congress Government is resorting to all sorts of man-
oeuvres. As a matter of fact, the conclusion which the
Central Commitiee, at its recent meeting, arrived at was
that, the Congress being faced with an ever-growing
economic and political crisis, is doing its best to consoli-
date all forces of reaction under its own leadership. This
is what was seen in the Travdhcore-Cochin and PEPSU
elections, as well as in Rajasthan where the jagirdars
have joined the Congress,

Moreover., when the Conoress fonnd that o Too !
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such a consolidation of reactionary forces could not
save it, it threw into the fray its second reserve, the
Praja-Socialist Party. Now the PSP has been claim-
ing, and the Congress has been conceding, that the
PSP is the major party of-OQpposition and that, if at
all the Congress is lo be replaced by any other parly,
it should be by the PSP. But in Travancore-Cochin,
the Congress itself was anxious to see that the PSP
'did not remain a party of 'the Opposition but formed
the Government. Why? Because that is the only way
in which in Travancore-Cochin, it could avert the
danger—which according to them is the worst danger
to society—of a Government in which the Communists
will share power.

Seeing both these aspects of the Nehru Govern-
ment’s policy, its foreign aspects and its internal aspects,
it becomes obvious that it is the task of our Party not
to get diverted from its path of consistent struggle
for peace, and also its struggle m defence of every
single interest of the common people. /s [ mentioned
before, the struggle for peace and ‘the struggle for the
improvement in the living and working conditions of
the people are twao parts of the same struggle for
People’s Democracy. (

It is because this fact is realised clearly by our,
brother Parties in France and Ttaly, that they have
have been able to develop such a colossal movement
in their countries. They have taken the struggle for
peace to every factory, farm and village, every corner
where the working people live. At the same time,
they have also taken up the struggle for improving
wages, working condilions, etc., in every factory and
and every farm. This is the way in which they have
integrated the struggle for peace and the struggle for
improved living conditions of the people and this
1§ the enerat of their snecpss

W blso oag Intedial the two. . Put neot G the
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same way as they are doing. This is what we have to
realise. Take the slogans of the peace movement—not
in the same form as in France or Italy—but in the light
of our own conditions to every factory, farm and
plantation.

The basic peace slogan for Asia is not the same
as the basic peace slogan for Europe. In Europe, the
basic peace slogans are: “Away with EDC”, “Away
-with NATO"”, “Cut down armament costs and spend
those amounts for social reform”, etc. For Asia,
“Away with colonialism”, “Foreign troops, Quit Asia",
“Development of economy”, etc. are the basic peace
slogans. That is why within the peace movement it-
self, there is more and more emphasis on Asian soli-
darity. This, together with our anti-imperialism and
the urge of our people for the development of our
economy, links up the peace movement with the move-
ment for improvement in the living and working eon-
ditions of the people.

That being so, when we develop such a movement,
what is our attitude towards the Government? Our
attitude lowards the Government is determined by
concrete issues and developments. For example, 5n
issues like China’s admission to the UN, cease-fire in
Indo-China, etc. we support the Government. Of
course, we do not content ourselves with supporting
the Government, but we emphasise on mobilising the
people in support of the policy which the Government
is pursuing.

Then on issues like rationalisation, evictions, taxa-
tion. we oppose the Government,

Then, what is our basic, attitude to the Govern-
ment? Tt is one. of opprmnnn—oppr)qmon in the sense
that we tell the' penple that there is no salvation for

them unless and until this Government is replaced by |
a Government of Democeratie Unity.  This is the basic

stand that we {ake.
’ a0



This does not mean that, just because we stand
. for the replacement of this Government by a Govern-
, ment of Democratic Unity, we oppose everything that
¢ this Government does—good, bad or indifferent. Our
. basic stand is certainly opposition, certainly one of
. seeking to replace this Government by a Govern-!
- ment of Democratic Unity. PBut, if this very Govern-
ment takes a correct stand on certain issues, even on
. issues of internal policy, we will support it; we have
| not taken any pledge that whatever the Government
| does on foreign policy we support, or whatever it does
on jnternal policy we oppose. Even in foreign policy,
if the Government takes an incorrect stand we shall
come out against’ it and mobilise the people against it.
! On the other hand, suppose on a particular issue,
| whether through the pressure of democratic forces or
because of other considerations the Government does
something good, we will not oppose them. But M‘.’
stand of opposition to it, seeking to replace it, is inde= |

pendent of our stand o' varficular jssues.

4. Government of Democratic Unity
Now, I will deal with the question's1 “Government
of Democratic Unity”. On this question' thete has
been some controversy for some time. That lontroversy

was reflected in the Party Congress 85 well
Here again, I want to draw yair attention to the
fact that the slogan of the Geweniment of Democratic
Unity is a slogan of actian vr the basis of which we
seek to mobilise the entire people in struggle. What
does it mean? It means that the political conditions in
the country are such that the giving of sdch a slogan
is mature; it is a realistic slogan because it sums up ail
the desires and all the aspirations of the majority of!|

the common people today. ‘ : : 3 5 { '
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It may be that the majority of the common people
are not today able to see the full implications of th's
slogan. It may be that this slogan has not yet becoine
a conscious, well-understood slogan of the majorit; of
the people. But this slogan of the Governmeni of
Democratic Unity expresses all the desires, all the aspi-
rations of those millions of people who are more and
more coming out in action against particular policies
of the Government, against the misdeeds of individual
Ministers, against particular instances of corruption,
nepotism and all such things.

Now we know that during the last three or four
years there have been innumerable examples of mass
struggles. Many of these struggles were partial strug-
gles waged for the realisation of certain partial demands.
But you cannot dismiss these struggles as just partial
struggles. These partial struggles for reslisation partial
demands are inseparably linked with tle general dis-
content against the Congress Government as such.

You know that, barring probably vey exceptional
individuals like Nehru, every Congress M inister, every
Congress MLA and every Congress leader is today the
target of the intense anger of ilie common people who
curse them in the trains, in busts, in the :hops, in the
market places, and wherever the comiion people
gather. It is this that is reflecied durin; times of
elections; not only in the General Elgctions of 1951-52
but in the innumerable local elections. Arcis which
were considered to be Congress strongholds even in
the General Elections were turned upside dow:: during
the Panchayat Board and Municipal Elections What
is this due to? To the fact that, though very unper-
fectly, though very slowly. the people are begiining
to realise that this Government should be replacid.

This we see at the time of such political actions
of the people as elections. We also see it ¢t the time of
such actions as, say, solidarity actions u) support f
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tramway workers in Calcutta, or the amount of sym-
pathetic support which the students of Uttar Pradesh
received at the time of their strike struggle. In all
these things, we see that the partial struggles of various
sections of the people fof the realisation of partial
demands are linked with the general desire of the
common people for the replacement of this Govern-
ment. That is why the replacement of the Congress
Government by a Government of Democratic Unity
has become a mature slogan, a realistic slogan.

But at the same time let us not forget the fact that -
a slogan which has become realistic need not neces-
sarily be a slogan which can tomorrow be translatéd
into practice everywhere. : :
- Beause, as you know. a gap very often appears
between the objective factor and the subjective factor.
If the objective factor alone were taken into account,
India was, in fact, mature for a People’s Democratic
Revolution—1 do not know since when—at least in the
immediate post-first-world-war years. But no revolu-
tion takes place by objective factors alone.

There is something called the subjective factor.

What is the subjective factor? The subjective
factor is the mass organisations gf the working class,
peasantry and other common people; the unity of the
working class in its own class and with the peasantry;
the leadership of the Communist Party within
the working class movement, within the peasant move-
ment; above all the unily, organisational strength and
Ideological maturity of the Communist Farty itself.
_ The Government of Democratic Unity will not be
formed in India unless these conditions are satisfied,
when only this becames a slogan for immediate action,
How it will be realised, what are (he forces aginst
which we have to fight, how that fight will have to
{be carried on—these are questions which we cannot
how enter into. Bul we have (o realise that the Gov-
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ernment of Democratic Unity cannot be realised by
electioneering and manoeuvring in relation. to elec-
tioneering alone. .

Let us not .deceive ourselves v .th the idea: we
come to agreement with certain Left parties or certain
non-Left parties of the oppusition in order to form a
Democratic Front; through this Front we defeat the
Congress at the polls; following it, we form a Govern-
ment of Democratic Urity; once such a Government
of Democratic Unity is formed in one State, that can
be followed by similar formation in other States and
in this way the whole country can be covered. All this
is, of course, possible. For, the economic and political

risis is leading the country along this path, the path of
formatio.. of a Government of Democratic Unity, pro-
vided, however, that the subjective factor of organi-
sation simultaneously develops. 1 do not know in
which State and when-—but unywhere, at any time,
‘it may be possible that the present Government is re-
placed by a Government of Democratic Unity.

Such is .he essence of the analysis made 1, the
Potitical Resol .on adopted by the Party Congress.
That is why the Political Resolution says that all the
struggles that arc oday breaking out arc to be directed
towards this. The formation of a Government of De-
maocratic Unity i« therefore, a question of strugple—
the present siruggle in order to form it, the strugale
in order to defend it, once it is formed—it is this pro-
cess that mukes the Government of Demaovoatic Unate
realisak ..
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. In connection with this, I would draw your atten-
|ton to Comrade Ajoy Ghosh’s article on Proletarian
ILeadership and the Democratic Movement. On pages
3,4 and 5 of the article, he has analysed the features of
of the bourgeois-led nationsl movement. He gives
seven features of this national movement, to which
he Jater on contrasts the features that a revolutionary
movement must have,. This is a basic generalisation
which we have made after a good deal of discussion in
the Polit Bureau. I have no time to explain all the
Points that have been made there. But I would just
.Tead to you the second distinguishing feature:

“The second distinguishing feature of the move-
ment was that, while all classes, including the
workers and peasants, joined thu movement, the
iclasses from which the movement derived its main

~ istrength were the petty bourgeoisie in the towns and
jupper and middle strata of peasants in the country-
side. Tt was not the activity of the vast majority
of the people—poor peasants and agricultural work-
ers in the country and of the workers in the towns
—that constituted the most characteristic feature of
. the movement, but the activity of the petty
\bourgeoisie.”

This was one of the distinguishing features of the
bourgeuis-led national movement. I want to point out
to you that, though it has not been mentloned in the
article, this distinguishing feature ef the bourgeois-led
National movement has its own organisational impli-
Catinns.

. If you are leading a movement, which though it
Inely, Jes all clas tes including the workers and pcasants,
S cegeptially a movement of ™ ch the leadership con-
Sists of the bourgeoisie and the most active elements
Of the petty buurgeoisie, th:n that movement will have
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ment was that the dominant form of struggle was
satyagraha and not mililant mass action—mass
strikes of workers, mass struggles of the peasants for
land. The main forms which the political struggle
assumed were such acts as picketing, salt-manufac-
ture, defiance cf bans, etc. On a number of occasions
mass political strikes of worke~s did take place and
mass peasant struggles did break out, but such mass
actions were generally discouraged and at nu time
did they becomre the main form of struggle.”

This again arises oul of the particular pattern of
organisation that they built up.

Now this pattern of organisation has not remained
exactly what it was when first evolyed. There was a
certain difference in policy between the epoch of the
emergence of Gandhi and the epoch of the emerzence
of Nehru, which led to a corresponding difference in
the pattern of organisation as well. What is this
difference?

The main difference is that, in the epoch of the
lemergence of Gandhi the pattern of organisation was
that of a multi-class political party having nothing to
«do with independent class organisations. In the period
of the emergence of Nehru, however, this was modified. |
‘Independent class urganisations did arise in the Nine-
,teen-Twenties and Thirties; they did become part of
‘the nationul movement. There was, therefore, a,
corresponding aajustment in the pattern of organisation -
as well. This was what Nehru attempted to do with™
his organisational slogan of ‘“collective affiliation”.; !
Even though this was not accepted, relations of co-"
operation were cstablished between the Congress on' |
the one hand and tride unions, kisan sabhas and sudy )
other mass organisations on the other which became
part and parcel of the bourgenis-led national movement

As a malter of fact, the Indii:n Nationa! Congre:
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itself began to set up its own trade union, kisan and
other departments. It v/as thus that in the evolution
of the .movement, lhe original idea of nulti-clash
political organisation got modified to the extent that’
this organisatioi began to have “its own" trade union
organisation, kisan organisation, cte. Or, as they them-'
selves say, the politica) party ‘“controls” the mass |
organisations. It is_characteristic. that they use the
term “control”. That very term indicates their atBi-
tude to the mass organisations. These mass organisa-
tions have to be “controlled” by the Congress.
* This is an idea which is no onger confined to the
. Congress alone. It has gone so far that every political
parly in our couniry considers it necessary to have
its own trade unions, kisan sabhas and other mass
organisations. This snme thing was later on attempted
by the Muslim League. then by the Socinlist Party.
This has become part and parcel of the bourgeois-"’
nationalist approoch to the whule ruostion of orga-,
nisation, ' . .
This you notice inside the People's Democratic
movement as well. Go through the correspondence
which passed between Dr. Jaiscorva and Govindlal
Shroff on the one hand and our Central Committee on
the other. One of the points made by them was that
the People's Nemocratic Front :hould have its own
trade unions and kisan sabhas. They say that, just
as the Congress has its INTUC and the PSP its HMS,
so the PDF should have “i's own" trade union and
kisan organisations. We rejected it un the ground that
it is not for a political party to build up "its own” mass
organisations. Every political party has a vight to work
in the organisation. hut no political party has a right
1o consider any mMass organsation as “its own”. Mass
organisations are organisations of the masses them-
selves, Of course, a pulitical party can lead these mass
organis: tons; but “leading” is u process, the process
a0









of so helping them, serving them, earning their con-
fidence that they voluntarily and gpontaneously look
up to you for leadership. -

_ Now the traces of this heritage of the bourgeois-
national movement can naturally be found inside our
| Party as well. The main point that is to be seen is that,
I here is a question ci the ideological understanding ‘ol
" the pgpular movement. Even supposing that traces are
not visible inside our Party, it becomes the task of the
, Party to carry on a-systematic ideologics] struggle
" against this particular approach which is manrifesting
itself, at least, in all other political groups. including
our allies in the democratic movement. That is why it
'is necessary for us to study and re-study a number of
. formulations made by Stalin, with regard to mass or-
Banisations and the leading role of the Party.

2. Proletarian Conception

Comrade Stalin in his Foundations of Leninism
Makes the classical formulation on the question: “The
Party is the highest form of class organisation of the
Proletariat.” -

He says that, besides the Party, the proletariat his
2 number of other orgeiisations without which it cannot
Properly wage the struggle against capital: trade unians,
to-operative sociclies, factory organisations, parlia-
Mentary grou)s, non-Party women's associations, the

ess, cultural and educational organisations,” vouth
€agyes, revolutionary fighting organisations (in times
Il open revolutionary action), Soviets of Deputies as
_‘he form of State organisation (if the prolctariat is
N power), ete. All tacse, :ays Cumrade Stalin are or-
Anisatisns erc el by the proletariat in the (ourse of |
s stry gle. He goes on: =
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| proletariat in the diverse )
‘out them it?;rm.ld bq‘m @ :
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xsatm;la, }tx{aer certain.condxhoie%i:g
sary for the wcrki,ng cluss, for w t
be xmﬁbssxhle to ;b)uhdata}bg(

X at guaray tuﬁ&; e X at

ship? It migoe be argued ifut,each of thess
tions carries on its workin its owi, spec .
that therefore these urgahimbuns cam'm*r
another. This, of couzse, 15 tete, But it i5 @
ali these organisatlons should work in one di
they serve one cla-., the class of the proletar
question then arises: who is to determine the
general direction, alung which the work of =1l * OF-
ganisations iz to be conducted” Where is the e
organisation which is not only able, because it 7
Necessary experience, to work out such a general linéd
but, in addition, is in a position, bacau - it ias sullicien
prestige, to induce all these organisationg to ﬁfg Ou
this line, so as 1o attain unity of leadership and to J
clude the. possibility of wmking at eross purp
“This organisation is the Party of the WM"M
(Prablems of Leninisn., p. 108) _

It is not as if there is the multi-class poli! lmﬂw
which, in order to get a mass Lasis for itself, bmniﬂ{
“its own” trade unions, “its own" kisan sabhas, “its.
own” other mass organisations. It 15 a yuestion that the
working class, in the pfocess of its struggle, cre crentes
various organisations—irade unions, kisan whhu. co-
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operative societies, cultural, educational and youth
organisations; it is the class which creates them in the
process of its struggle, These various organisations are
the_particular forms through which the class asserts
itself, It is through them that the working class be-
comes a class for itself, and not a class for others,

Each of these organisations, of course, has different
functions. But each of these organisations has to be
directed towards one goal because all of them serve the
same class. This job of directing them is done by the
Party. But how does the Party do that? Does the Party
do it by bureaucratically “controlllng” these organisa-
tions? Does the Party do it just in the same way that the
Congress does in relation to the INTUC? No. The Party
does it because it embodies in itself all that is best, all
that js wisest, the most mil‘tant and the most experien-
ced in the class. The Party consists of the most intelli-
gent, the most resourceful and the most militant ele-
ments in the class. It draws towards itself—even draws
into itself—all these elements. That is what makes it

lCapable of leading all these organisations to the one
gonl,

Now it is this understanding which we should cul-
tivate among -ourselves, which we should popularise
amgng the masses. Let us not keep this understanding
to purselves; let us put this to the masses themselves.
[The question of sirengthening the Party, the question
lof bringing the best clements into the Parly, is not &
'Question which concerns the Party alone. Comrade
'Stalin at another place explains how the Lenin enrol-
\ Ment took place in the Soviet Union, how workers in
lhe factories came together, discussed who were the
' begt eJoments in their factory and sent their lists to the

arty saying that they were the best in their factories
vand ysking them to be ehrolled. So, we have to
|‘D0pularise all these basic ideas with regard to mass
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organisations, with regard to the Party, with regard to
the relation between them among the broad masses.

We have to see that these mass organisations are
deveioped as organisations which function democra-
tically, which express the desires, feelings and demands
of the masses themselves and fight for what the masse$
themnselves desire. These organisations will be led by
‘he Party only to the extent to which the Party mem-
bers in a particular factory, or in particular sectors of
industry or sectors of life, are able to feel the pulse of
the masses and, in the light of that, give appropriate
slogans. It is in this way that the leadership of the
Party in the working class and the leadership of the
working class among the rest of the toiling sections, has
to be established.

Now, in connection with this, I should also refer
1o one paragraph in Dimitrov’s Report on how secta-,
rianism expresses itself in this connection. He says:

“Self-satisfled sectarianism will not and cannot
understand that the leadership of the working class by
the Communist Party does not come of itself. The lead-
ing role of the Communist Party in the struggles of
the working class must be won. For this purpose, it is
necessary not to rant about the leading role of the
Communists, but to me: it and win the confidence of the ]
working masses by everyday mass work and correet
policy. This will only be possible if we, Communists.
in our political work scriously take into account the
actual level of the class consciousness of the masses, the
degree to which they have become revolutionised, if we
soberly appraise the concrete situation, not on the hasis
of our wishes but on the basis of the actual state of
affairs. Patiently, step by step, we must make it easier
for the brond masses to come over to the positions of
Communism. We ought never to forget the words of
Lenin, who warns as strongly as possible:
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© !....this is the whole point—we must not regard
that which is obsolete far us as.obsolete for the class; .
-3 obsolete for the masses.” (The United Front; PP

¥ 84-85. International Publishers) . o :
. - -Now, this is.the basic point that we have to.bear
_{in mind in relation to the mass organisations and the:"
"{leading role which the Party has to exerciseé in relation -
to them. This means, as a matter of fac!, a sharp deter-
mined break with all the traces of that understanding
which we may have inherited from the bourgecis-led
hational movement—the relics of the understanding,
according to which the masses, their organisations, .
have to be “controlled” from above by a- multi-class

political party.

Of course, we will not put all this down in this crude
form, Byt it may still lurk benind our understanding
and action. For example, we will not say that mass ar-
ganisations have to be “controlled”, we may say that
. the '2ading role of the Communist Party should assert
Hself.” But if the point which has been made hy
Dimitrov in his speech is forgotten, then this phrase
Tegarding the “leading role of the Party” itseli will

eCome another version of the same old idea of tl:
politica) paciy “controlling” the mass organisations.

. Simi) rly, we may not say that the mass organ-
1Sations have to be “controlled” by a “multi-class” poli-
tical party—we certainly will not, because we claim
*hat qurs is a Party of the proletariat—but suppose our
SWn Party functions on the basis of bureaucratic «in-
trol from ‘the top; suppose our own Party does nct vay
attention tg the task of enrolling the best amory the
Workers and peasants into the Party. educating ihem,
! ""eing that they are able to actively participate in the
“Volution of the policy of the Party, in the carrying out
°_f the pelicy of the Party; then, in spite of our asser-
tion that our Party is the paity of the pr 'wtariat, in
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‘h‘tﬂﬂ& u f‘x ?:fi :

hoh not tddertaintommlas not wcernim shras

Phave been used by Lenin; Stalin uermttgo!ﬁ but to
take their essence and carry that out in practice.. =

Whati&itswce"lt is this, Weha g‘% i ou i
utmost auenhoq y'the task of lz _that the|
oworking‘ masses ‘in’ wery factory, in. ’&n&a, i'n 1

“every farm or plantation, in e ery ather place of work,
"in every chawl, in e\ ry village—in short in all th(ne
places where the working people work qr IIVE— ve ||
, brought into their own organisations. We hnvq‘b see to |

Uit that they are helped to carry on their own dﬁo.dny
s.uruggles and they are helped, in the process :
‘struggles, to throw up their own mganisaliun of’xm&i
gle v
_ But can this be done by merely helpmg then in-

_ their struggles and helping them in forming their or-
gm isations? No, Together with this, we have to see that
the best and most active amuig them are given the
~u taral and ideological equipment with which they

All be able to lead their colleagues in: their places of
work, or in their places of residence. This means that |
the b st'and most actiye from ameng them have to be
educated in Marxism-Leninism, brought into the Party,
and given day-to-day practical education, as a result of
which they will be uble to give practical ev er}duy help.
and le..dership to the masses.

Now, ‘it is the totality of all these that is Called
organis ‘. Organisation is the aggregate of the
various rms in which the working class or its allies
assert themselves in day-to-day action; the Communist
Party dircets all these various [ovms of aetion and
various forms of organisation towards one goal, because
it ig itself the result and the highest form of the organ-~
isation of the working class.
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, It is obvious that, if the Party is able to do this, it

[_should have not only. a fundamental philosophy anqd 4

"fundamental outlooi on world problems, not only g

| fundamental approach to economic and political ques-

! tions, but it should also have a basic political direction,
a basic political perspective, a basic aim and goal to
which all these movements are to be guided. That goul,
in the present stage, we have laid down as the forma.
tion of the Government of Democratic Unity.

3. Central Political Slogan & Organisation

After ‘I explained the slogan of Government of
Democratic Unity vesterday, some comrades asked me:
“You say that the whole thing depends on the subject-
ive factor; you say that the objective factors which
make the formation of a Government of Democratic
Unity possible will not themselves lead to the forma-
tion of a Government of Democratic Unity unless and
until the subjective factor also develops. You know that
these subjective factors are today absent; then, how do
You say that the slogan of the formation of a Govern:
Mment of Democratic Unity is a realisti- slogan today?
Are you not, in saying this, putting the objective fa:'ors
in isolation from the subjective factor? Are vou not
Missing the significance of the subjective fuctor?”

Now, in this question, there seems to be an under-
Standing as if the subjective faclor will arise on its own,
Or as if this subjective factor of organisation, its
dL‘Velopment. has nothing to do with the objective
factor and the basic slogan arising out of it. The idea
'ff“ecms to me to be that the situation is now mature only

Or struggles against rationalisation, against eviction
nd struggles to win various partial demands; the strug-
ﬁle for the formation of a Government of Democratic
Fhity is immature because organisation is absent,
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But how is this organisation to be created? How
does the organisation emerge? Do not forget that no
mass arganisation, at no. stage in the history of our
national movement, or in the history of the national
. and working clas€ movenients of other countries, has
developed into a political force, if it is based only on
partial demands. No yorking-class movement, no de-
mocratic movement, can arise unless it _has_ some
definite political objective, it can arise only on the basis
of a political objective—it may be Swaraj, it may be
the replacement of the Congress Government by a
. Government of Democratic Unity or it may be the
establishment of Socialism.

But if these mass organisations are to develop, if
they are to generate that political power which alone
guarantees the replacement of this particular Govern-
‘ment, if they are ‘o generate this power themselves,
we should see to it that a link in the chain of develop-} .
ment of the whale movement is selected and on the |t
basis of that the entire people are educated. As a matter
of fact, in the Political Resolution itself, voe had stated
that one of the basic tasks of the Party mn relation to
the working class movement i to carry on mass scale
political campaign to make the working class conscious
of its political role.

How do you make the class politically consecious
of its role? Is it by just repeating those points which
have been written in the CPSU (B) Chapter I regard-
ing the basic characteristics of the working class due
to which il plays its leading role? Is it by showing that
the working class alone would build Socialism? No.
The leadership of the working class today asserts itself
in relation to the present-day political situation; the
present-day polilical situation is related to the imme-
diate political objective which is the replacement of
the Congress Government, as well as to struggle for
the realisation of day-to-day demands—economie, poli-
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tical, cultural, etc. Once we go into the working class
and the peasantry and hélp them to link up their day-
to-day struggles with the political objective (the forma-.
tion 'of a Government of Democratic Unity), then the
whole situation will be altered. .

The basic weakness of the present-day situation is
that, while working-class and peasant movements are
mostly confined to the immediate partial struggles, the
basic political struggles are mostly confined to the field
of elections and other manoeuvres. o ”

Big mass struggles of workers and peasants are
breaking out on immediate ‘demands and for the real-

I'isation of concessions. Political campaign is carried on,
\ political struggles are breaking out, but these are most-
ly confined to a narrow section of the people except
in times of elections. The political struggles are mostly
confined to the elections, so much so that the linking
up of the struggles for immediate demands with the.
main political slogon and the campaign for this main

jpolitical slogan is lacking and the subjective factor
itself is weak,

This weakness of the mass movement cannot be
overcome by saving that the subjective factor is weak
and so we cannot give the slogan. It can be overcome
by making the working class and peasant millions con-
scious of their role in the political struggle, conscious
of the fact that it is they who can make the struggle
for a Government of Democratic Unity successful. It is
only in this way that the subjective factor can be
created.

All this makes it necessary for us to raise and
answer questions mainly of two calegories:

Firstly, questions which relate to the building up
of mass organisations and leading of mass struggles.

Secondly. questions relating to the building up cf

the Party.

!
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* " We will first take the questions of the ﬂrst'gategorx

and then pass on to the other. _
r! . Now, the questions of the first category are rather

‘easy to deal with because they have been partly covered:
"in separate lectures on the peasant question and on the

trade-union question. But they have been confined only
to.the trade-union and the peasant questions, Now we .
have to consider the mass movements and mass organ-

. isations as a whole. -

. 4. Various Types of Mass Organisaﬁqvw

What exactly are the tasks of the mass organisa-
tions? For example, we always emphasise the all-
important role of trade-union and kisan organisations.
as the basie forms of mass organisation, as the organ-
isations of the basic masses to which every other
activity should .be suborcdinated. Does this mean that
we are not to have any other mass ovganisation? By no
means! All the organisations that we have today. are
organisations which we should have and which we
should further strengthen. There is no question of going
back on it. These organisations-are to be continued.
For example, we have students’ ofganisations, vouth
organisations, women’'s organisations, the Progressive
Writers' Association, The Indian People's Theatre As-
sociation—all these organisations are there. They are
functioning. They are necessary and are helpful for the
development 6f the democratic movement as a. whole.

It fs not to under-rate the significance of the other|
organisations that wc are emphasing the supreme im-;
portance of the trade unions and kisan sabhas. It was,
Just in order to point out that there is something speciall
about these two forms of organisations.

What exactly is the relatior between these two
types of mass organisations—class organisations and

(L









the special role that they have to play—with the other
organisations? )
Al the mass organisations can be classified into
more or less the following categories: _
- : \
(a) Class Organisations :

Pirstly, there are the trade-union, kisan and agri-
cultural lgbourers’ organisations. In this you can also
include some organisations which are very often not
included jn the trade-union organisations, but which
are loday part of the trade-union movement. For
example, in a]] the foreign countries, we see that such
organisations as organisations of the teachers, govern-
ment employees and so on are part of the trade-union
movement. As a matter of fact, the WFTU does not
call the teachers by the name “teachers” but as “edu-
cational wqrkers.” There is a distinct Educational
Workers International of the WFTU. .

. Similarly we have in our country, in several pro-

. Vinces, organisations like the Non-Gazetted Officers’
SSaciations, Do you know that in Britain, France and
Mher eountries civil servants’ associations are organ-
Walions affiliated to the Trades Union Congress? All this
am jyst mentioning in passing only in order to stress

© significance of organisations of people, who are

{ 9Yaniseq o the basis of their work and on the basis of
iS‘T Uggle for the improvement of their living and work-

1 E conditions. You need not strictly classify them into
pr;. € unjgny. That is not the point before us now. The
13:14

is that the working people who are engaged in
:_“‘ Uction and or those who sell their labour power—
| Sither physical labour power or mental labour power
their mass organisations are included in this first
alwﬁiec-hThey are the elementary form of organisation in

those who are engaged in production, those who
60
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.sell thelt labour power to others or who employ them-
selves are included. )

.- Then come certain other types of organisations
which are not exactly class organisations; which, as a
‘matter of fact, are multi-class organisations. They have
an important role to play in mobilising millions -of
people in the democratic movement and in the devel-
opment of the working-class and the pensant movement
itself. In this category, I include women'’s organisations,
students’ organisations and youth organisations. You
cannot put these vrganisations on the same level as the :
trade unions and kisan sabhas for the simple reason”
that the trade unions and kisan sabhas are urgamsa-
tions of people who are _engaged or in some_way
connected with the process of production, whose pro-
blems are related to strugple for better relations of
production; you cannot say this either with regard In
the students’, youth or women's arganisalions, They are
multi-class organisations.

(b) Women's Organisations

In the women’s organisation, there will come pea-
sant women, petty bourgeois women. women from the
bourgeois sections and even u section of the enlightened
feudal women. What is the basis on which they come?
Women as women in the existing semi feudal and semi-
colonial social order have certain specific problems of
their own, and, in fact. certain additional dificulties.
If a wage earner is undergoing difliculties and the hard-
ships of wage slavery, the working-class woman suffers
not only the suflerings of wage-slavery but also from
the_existing reactionary and outmoded system of rela-
tion between man and woman. It is on this basis that
even women belonging to non-foiling sections come into
the women’s movement. That being so, you cannot look
upon the women'’s movement and women's erganisations
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as a movement and organisations of the working class
or the peasantry.

You cannot, however, jump to the other conclusion
—the conclusion that women’s problems which affect
all other classes of women—have nothing special so far
as. women from the working class and peasantry are
concerned, It is totally wrong to think in this manner.
Women coming from the working class and peasantry—
in the matter of the antiquated system of relation bet-

! ween man and woman—suffer these rigours and
* difficulties in a form far worse than the women coming

from the bourgeois or feudal sections. That being so,
it is the women belonging to the working class and

. peasantry who are far more interested in building a
.real democra‘ic women’s movement.

Not only{that. Even male workers and peasants
should know that it is in their interest to develop the de-
mocratic . worpen’s movement. It is necessary to state
this, because jnale workers or male peasants, just be-
cause they ur% males, may have a reaction against the
women's movément, As a matter of fact, even within
the framework of wage slavery or semi-feudal relations,
the male workedr or peasant thinks that he must subject
the woman to 3ll sorls of humiliations. In this way, he
transfers part of his humiliation and exploitation at the
hands of his boss to his wife or sister or mother. In the
warking-class or peasant family, the mother, sister and
daughter, go through this double slaverv. Actually the
male worker or male peasant who is backward, may
think that he is the master in his house. That being
so, he may react violently against the women’'s move-
ment.

The male wurker and peasant should be made to
realise that such questions as, say for example, the
struggle for equal pay for equal work. the strug-
gle for hospital and other facilities. the strug-
#le for maternity leave and maternity allowance—all
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these are in the interests as much of the male worker,
male peasant, as of the woman worker and woman
peasant. _ .

It is, therefore, very, very necessary for us to see
that the Party carries on a systematic campaign among
male peasants to the effect that the women'’s movement
is not directed against them. It is directed against the
existing social order in which women are made to suffer
severe difficulties, hardships in the process of which
the working class and peasantry—both men and women
as a whole—are put to great suffering.

It is also necessary for the Party to ensure that in
this democratic movement of women every effort is
made to see that all those progressive women belong-
ing to the petty bourgeoisie, bourgeoisie and the en-
lightened elements of the feudal class are brought in.
At the same time, it is for the Party to ensure that the
entire working-class and peasant women are brought
into this women’s movement. Letl us not take the term
‘demoecratic women's movement’ to mean that the work-
ing-class and peasant women are tn be excluded from
it. Some people take democracy to mean something
which is non-working class and non-peasant. Actually,
the women’s movement will be democratic precisely
because, and only to the extent to which, the over-
whelming majority of women workers and peasants
are brought into it and encouraged to form their own
organisations wherever they live. They must be made
to participate in the evolution of pulicy and day-to-dav
work of these organisations.

It is in this way that one of the biggest lags of the
present democratic movement of our country can be
overcome. It, therefore, means that the women'’s move-
ment should not be looked upon as a movement which
has nothing to do with the trade-union and kisan move-
ment. It is our job to sce that the women's movement
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is taken into the factoi'y, mine, plantation, farm,
village—wherever there are working women.

(c) Youth Organisations

"The same thing applies to the youth as well. Youth
does not mean only the well-dressed, urban, middle-
class youth. Drawing them in, of course, is very import-
ant. They have a very vital role to play. But let us not
forget that there are hundreds, thousands and millions
of youth who are from the working class and the pea-
santry. They are as much interested in such very good
things as sports, films and culture as the middle-class
youth.

It is necessary to emphasise that youth are a section
of society which is sought to be utilised by all sorts
of people. See how the RSS and Jan Sangh are trying
to organise the youth. It is something which should be,
taken note of. As a matter of fact, not only the RSS but
all sorts of organisations like the Congress, and even
the United States Information Service, are trying to
utilise the youth, to set the youth against the demo-
cratic movement. Unfortunately, we have not been ablc
to pay much attention to it. In some provinces like
Andhra and Bihar something has been done. But it
seems that recently that work itself has come to a sort
of stagnation. In any case, it is very necessary for us
to pay attention to it. The movement need not neces-
garily be in the form of youth organisations. It may be
in the fc 1 of clubs, reading rooms, elc. In Calcuita
there are many clubs and in the political life of Calcutta
these clubs are an institution. They play a significant
role in politics, elections, ete.

(d) Cultural Organisations

Now we eome to a third category, ie. culturai
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organisations—organisations of writers, artistes, etc.
They are different, both from the first category, as well
as from tl}e second category, because they are not
class organisations. Of course, such sections of cultural
workers as the film workers may be organised in the
film workers’ unions. And in that case, they come
into the category of trade unions. Barring such cases,
there are big sections of cultural workers who will
not come in the first category.

‘Their organisations are not mass organisations
either. After all, their number is limited, particularly
if they are divided into separate categories as writers,
artistes, architects, sculptors, painters and such other
professions. The tendency is to divide them further
and further. If. for example, you divide the scientists
into physicists, chemists and such other categories, their
organisation would be very simnall.-

Does this mean that we leave them. we disregard
them? Not at all. They form one of the key sectors
of the cultural and political life of our country, they
should be sought out and won over for the democratic
movement, for Marxism-Leninism; this is of supreme
importance for the development of the whole demo-
cratic movement. We should realise that, just as in
the case of women, students. vouth, ete. a big struggle
is going on between the various political groups to
get at them; all the reactionary elements, supported
and financed by the USIS, are making a bid to capture
these sections.

What exactly is the form in which these cultural
workers can be organised? 'That is a ques.ion which
it is difficult 1o go into. The form of this organisation
may vary from province to provinee. The experience
that we have gained so far through such organisations
as the Indian People’s Theatre Association and the
Propgressive Writers’ Associalinn is that organisations
of this tvpc on all India-scale cannot function. [ per-
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sonally had the experience of attending.meetings of
Party members working in one or two such organisa-
tions. The discussions that go on in such organisations
are unrealistic. 'What sense can the writer' from
Bengal make to the writer who comes from South?

Ours is a multi-national country and the culture of .
a mulli-national country is such that it is utopian to
attempt to have an all-India organisations for such a

’ lmovement. Cultural life, its form and language, are so
jdifferent from province to province that it is absolutely
impossible to have an organisation of this sort on an all-

India scale for the purpose. .
This, however, does not mean that we do not take
** un this organisation. Tt is very important that we pay
: - jeient attention to the development of culture. It
is not just a question of certain middle-class intellec-
aals. It is of supreme importance for the very deve-
lopment of the working class and peasani movement.

1 will give one example.

You know that, in Kerala, a play has been written
entitled You Made Me a Cominunist, It is a very
popular dram: There is one incident in that con .-
tion which is ve: significant. It is a play in which
there arc a large number of songs. The comrade who
sings the main so' 's is a factory worker from the
Punalur Paper Muils. During the last General
Elections (1951-52), this boy had come with a request
to be allowed to sing a song in one oi our election
meetings. At that time, our organisers did not know
who he was and Lhey refused to give him permission
to sing. Eu: somehow, in the end, he managed to sing.
After that, he became very_popular. And today he is
one of the most talented singers in Kerala. Throughout
the 200 and udd shows of this play, he has sung his
song+ which have now been recorded.

This is an instancc of the hidden talent in the
working class and peasantry. We intellectuals have
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Lecture II1.

pHE PARTY — WHY STAGNATION?

T E reports which we receive from all the pravinces
show that there is a certain amount of stagnation in
the Party today. At the time of the General Elections,
and immediately after the electlons, we all thought
that the democratic movement was advancing,” and
togcther with it the Party was developing. Then we
found that it is not developing on the lines we had
expected. . o '

In some places at times, there was an upsurge like
the UP students' struggle and two to three struggles
in Calcutta. When these things happened we felt that
the spirit of the Gencral Election period was there.
But, once it was gone, we found that this spirit was
not coming again. In every place this has become a
common feature of the democratic movement and of
th~ Party, a< a whole.

Now it 1 very often asked why this is so. Is it
found that something is going wrong somewhere in
the Party work. that everything is not going as we
had expected, then it is assumed that there is some-
thing wrong and that “soinething wrong” should be
found out and corrected. All these processes of think-
ing come up very oiten. Now we have had some dis-
Cussion over this and we came to the conclusion that
¥ 5 a wrong approach.

It is a wrong approach " try to trace »#very slag-
Nation at cvery stage of development, to sonie mistake
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opportumty which offers itself as a ‘result of the deve- |
lopment of objective factors. Any nuinber of examples
can be given. For example, Marx and Engels had to
make one correction in their writings of 1848-50 with .
. regard to their undeistanding of the movement in those-
days; they had at that time failed to take account of :
the fact thal the economic crisic had begun to recede. .
. The revolutionary crisis of 1848 had given a tremen-
dous new opportumty td go forward. But slowly the
. economic crisis began to recede and the revolutionary
political crisis began to slow down. This they could
not at that time see. .

1 am pointing all this out to underline the fact

that there is such a thing as the objective situation. But

“the spontaneous upsurge is not something which
stands by itself. Together with it there are the acti-
vities of various classes to copsciously direct and lead
it in the direction which is to their best class interasts.
For example, in our country, in the peried after Gene-
ral Elections, we see there is the spontaneous upsurge
moving in one direction, the direction of replacement
of the Congress Government; al the same time there
is the ruling class trying to arrest this spontaneous
upsurge for which they are resorting to all sorts ot
_ measures. All these are havmg some effect on a sec-
tion of the people, as a result of which you will find
that, as we have noted in the Political Resolution, we
are witnessing the maturing economic crisis and the
wnitial stages of a political crisis. This political crisis
itself is not going in a straighy line. There are twisls
and turns. These are results of various factors.

Say for example, there is a fall in \he price of food
grains which affects the general mass muvement in
varicus wavs. It has given some relief to certein sections
of the people---that is a fact. The urban poor who have
to buy foor find it to be a great relief, but at the same
time this very factor, 311(! fall in the price of food grains.
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~ Similarly, ‘there Qs 'thb-"vaémﬁl‘ 's
policy, Plans and Projects are being worke
_these are having their impact on the people
utne spontaneous upsur e‘i&elf does of ‘_r

l'not the same. So, we have. to toke note ahthe fact that,
‘as a result of these things, the chamctgr of the ipozxta— '11
neous upsurge will change. vl

"Let us take one examplé. During the 'lqst ﬁenetal” y

Elections, it was the common festure thap wbmed. to I8l

ave very big meetings attended by fif ~thousand.
thirty-thousand, and such large numbers, If you £
that this feature would continue even after ﬁ!s. lec-
tions, then you are living in a fool's paradise, It is
impossible for the tempo of the mass movement to l
kept up after the General Elections, at the same rate | |
as during the Elections. nﬂ
| But suppose, finding that the meetings are attended
b2 less number of people we come to the cenclusion |
that there is something wrong 'with our policy. and
then we start criticism and self-criticism, Then you
will go completely off the track, This is seen in the
fact that, in spite of this slagnation, the old tempo re-
appears whenever there is a muss issue to be fought
or when there is an election campaign.

Let us, for example, take any province, During the
General Elections, there was a tempo. Immediately
after the Elections, that tempo suddenly went down.
But again, after some time when a Local Board Elec-
tion or some bye-election came in which there was
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- direct conflict between the democratic. movement on
the one hand and the Congress on the other, we saw.-
~again the old tempo. This was seen in a number of
' cases—in the T C State elections, PEPSU elections, in

- a number of bye-elections, District Board and Muni- -

« cipal elections. In ‘all these campaigns we saw that
the tempo rose again. We also find that, on such issues
as the tramfare agitation, food agitation, civil liberties
movement and the UP students’ struggle, the tempo
is rising. : '

We find that on the question of rationalisation, we
are able to have very big meetings, united campaigns,
ete. But if you expect this same tempo to be maintained
With no interruption and with no ups and downs then
that would be wrong. ; ;

This point I have mentioned in order to point out
the fact that it is not just a question of correct policy.
For it happens that, even with the most correct policy,
the movement does not advance because the spontane-
ous mass upsurge, the objective factor, is not theg‘e.

But as important as this objective factor is the

factor of Organisation itself.

2. Key Importance of Organisation
We very often find that there is stagnaticn, But
What is this stagnation due to? The major part of the
Yesponsibility for this stagnation lies on our own
shoulders. That we should realise. Why? f
It is a fundamental principle of the Communist
“arty’s policy and organisation that it is not correct
Pulicy alone that determines the development of
the movement, Thi is the first point. Secondly.
he' policy should be such as to endble the Party
to take advantage of all that is favourable in the ob-
Jective situafion, Thirdly, having worked out this
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. correct policy, there should be the proper organisa
to see that this correct policy is carried out. '
. This is a principle which we have to laar |
in mind when we try to find out the reasons for
vhatever = stagnation  there is' in the Party. .Egter

the 1951 All-India Conference when the new Pro-
gramme and Policy Statement were adopted, which -

 seftled most cf the fundamental controversies which
had been raging in the Party for over three years, that |
after that Conference, we all felt that the political 1 e
had now become clear. The political differences had
now- been settled, ie., the major political differences.
But we found that thos - differences having been settled
has not made much difference in the mode of bur func- -
~ tioning and in the method of our work. Thislis a very
big factor, TR
It may be said that. after all, the Programme and
'Policy decided only the fundamental guestions—thie
character of the Revolution, the class forces, the major.
slogans—but there were still differences, major differ

differ~
ences on the questions of application of this policy ea |
the peasant front, on the trade-union front and on
various practical issues of the day. That is correct g4
is not denied, of course, that there were diffevences.
But these differences themselves cn be settled only
if the Party starts functivning in an vrganised way;
differences should be settled in and through the Pavty.d

This is a point, which you will notice, was for the
first time made by the Political Bureau in its Resolu-
tion of August, 1952, In that Resolution, we had stated
that, now that the major political line has been accept-
ed by the entire Party, now'that the results of the
General Eléctions have removed all those (doubts with
regard to the policy of the Party itself, the problem
today is one of tackling questions of organisation.

Between the General Blections and the Maduia®
Party Congress the situntion was more or less lik this,
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¥ The general Programme of the Party had been au:ep.
“ed. The general tactical line had also been accepted. .

1 What is the erux of that tactical line? Rejection of
\two opposite, and mutually. contradictory, tactical iines
.| —one, a line of civil war, insurrection, ete.; and the

other, a line of retreat and lie low. One took the stand

_on the theory that-this is a period of upheavals, grow-

. ing crisis and so ever fresher and fresher victories in-
struggle for the revolutionary forces. From:this came
the line of civil war, insurrection, ete., This/line was

" rejected.  As against this, there was another line wkich
said that, because of the mistakes committed hy the

< Party and government repression, the Party has lost
its base among the people. It has become discredifed.
So we have to regroup our forces. This is a period of
regrouping. This line also was rejected by the Ncto-
ber, 1951, Party Conference, The correctness of ‘this
new. Tacncal Line given by the Party Conference was
conﬁ1 med through the result of the General Elecfmns.

So major questions of policy, approach and tactics
have been solved. But still there remain a number
of questions on which can arise differences on the
application of this line to the peasant movement, work-
ing-class movement, student, women’s and youth ma\ ¢
ments, etc. It is not as if inner-Party struggle h:
ceased to be a necessity for the development of the
Party. There is ro such situation at any timeé in the
Tnstory of the Pariy. Struggle between the conflicting
ideas and views is the eternal law of the development
of the Party. But how is this process to be carried on?

This has to be carried on in such a way that it
strengthens the Party. It is gnly through Party forms,
observing strict Party discipline, that inner Party
struggles have to be carried on against wrong tenden-
cies and lines.

We have been groping; as a result of all these
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_diséussioﬁs}%*ha'w Qto’ the c
that the malotti questions o ho]} !
have been - has ¢
the question of‘grgania&iron;;t;f :
stated in hi§anrticle Sym:'e' of ' i
. tion _‘ gaxﬁsaﬂonis@obehken’
“pendent task— "g‘f of urs'e,;i‘h "
wnrelated to other tasks but in ¢ e se
‘task which does nat get j‘u!ﬂlléd anton uw :
the fulfilment o other tasks alone. The task o
ing the Party does not antomaﬁcau
the fulfilment of the task of bullding ‘the
kisan sabhas and otlier mass orgamsatignn‘
ing on mass political campaigns. For
necessary to' look upan the task of b\u
as a separate task. 7

« An idea has ‘come into QU Panawx i inr
Party struggle is conducted individually 53 ,. vie
Party members. This is wrong. The & Q,pmcossl.
of inner-Party struggle is a process wm::h is uamied ¢
on within the Party. The Party is net just a collection
ol individuals. For, after all. the Party is the sum mﬂ\
svstem of Party organisations. From the Central Com-
wittee and Polit Bureau down to the lowest cell, the
Party at every level means a particular Party unit,
a collective organisation functioning and developing
through inner-Party struggle, This is the essente of
the Party. This is why Comrade Stalin calls the Party |
a sum and system of organisations. The battle of ideas,
the struggle by every individual Party member fol\l'
correct Party line, should therefore be carried on
through the Party units. Individual members of the
Party wrough their units; every unit through their
highei and lower units—that is what 15 meant by the
statement that the Party is a sum and system of
organisations.

That is why we in our resolution had stated that
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the very task of carrying on inner-Party struggle and
the process of criticism and self-criticism is a process
which has to «e carried on through the Party
organisation. : '

I will read out to you some extracts from the
Organisation Resolution of the Central Committee of
March, 1953:

“Some comrades who regret the present state of
affairs argue thai the weakness of our organisation is
due to ‘'lack of political unification’. They—their num-
ber is few—argue further that due to this, the time
has not yet come to enforce strict discipline in the
Party, enforce observance of Party forms. These com-
rades are ranistaken. The fact is that sufficient basis
for political unification has already been laid and a
large measure of political unification has already been
achieved on the basis of various documents of the Cen-
tral Committee and Polit Bureau and as the result of
experience of mass work. To argue that as long as ‘full
political unification’ is not achieved, vne should be per-
mitted to violate Party forins and Party rules should
be held in abeyance or at lcast ‘relaxed’—to argue like
this is to betray utter ignorance of what political uni-
fication means and how it is achieved in a Lommunist
Party. Political unification is achieved as the result of
collective work by the Parly, through Party units
applying the gcneral line of the Party to the given
situation and further concretising, aniplifying it in the
course of aclivily, through constant discussion, criti-
cism and self-criticism, throudh regular review of
lessons of struggles. ete.  And for this strict adherence
to Party furms and sirict discipline arc essentinl,

“This. of course, does not preclude the existence
of differences on many concrete questions. Such differ-
ences exist and will arise in future also, particularly
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in view of the rapidly developing situation which will
pose new problems. They will have to be resolved—
not by glossing over the differences (as is very often
done today) but by formulating them and by means
of discussion, by means of orincipled inner-Party
| struggle. Comrade Stalin taught—'It may be said with-

out fear of exaggeration that the history of our Party
has been a history of innei-Party conflicts, a history of
resolving these conflicts and of gradually strengthening
the Party in the process of resolving them’, and that
‘the resolving of inner-Party differences by_meggs__oi l
struggle is a law of development of our Party,"™

The essence of this is that a time has come when it

is not enough for the Party to pay attention to political-
ideological questions alone. This, of course, is very ne-
cessary. But, together with it, even as part of the
Party’s efforts at solving these political problems, it is
necessary to immediately pay attention to the prohle.ml
of building the Party. This is the stage we had arrived
at that time. This is the lesson which we had drawn
in the Political Resolution and in the Organisational
Resolution of March, 1953.

"" It is necessary that this understanding is carried
to the entire Party. The habit, which is widely pre-
valent of trying to trace every weakness to something
wrong in the policy of the Party, has to be put an end
to. This does not mean that we should not try to find
out whether there is anything wrong in the Party
policy. Of course, every effort should be made to find
out anything wrong in the Party, But what is to be
carefully avoided is to think that, since work is not
going according to plan, some mistake there should
be and, therefore, we should try to discover whether
there is something wrong  Actually there may not be
anvthing wrong at all.  Actually it may only be that
yvou have not yel earried out your task
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3. In Relation to Literature Sales

... . Yor example, I can give you one instance, with re-
‘Burd to the sale of Party literature, the sale of the
weekly New Age. It is the Central Committee's Organ.
It has now a sale of seven to rcight thousand copies
~ which is less than half of the People’s War in the worst
‘days of anti-Communism when we had to fight bitter
batties, when we were isolated and fighting all alone
_.“_/ith our banner high. In those days, we used to sell
‘Sixteen to twenty thousand copies. But now when we
have become a really alternative to the present Gov-
ernmenl in the eyes of millions, our paper sales are less
. than half of those days. When this is mentioned we
hear very often the argument: Comrade, the content
of the paper is not good. Correct. I think the Editor
_of the New Age and the Polit Bureau will be the last
persons to claim that the content of the New Age is very
good. But gan you say that regarding the Lasting
_Pe“‘-‘e. the New Times? You cannot say that. But what
1s-the position of the sale of Lasting Peace? As bad as
that of New Age. How is it that, taking the country
a5 a whole, the Lasting Peace, organ of the international
working-class mnvement, which from week to week is
Biving us such a rich treasure of creative Marxism at
Such a cheap price, is selling less than 2,000 copiufs?
Look at this. Such papers as Blitz, what is its sale in
your own city and what is the sale of Lasting Pcire?
Why i3 it 507 OF course, nobady claims that the Lasting
Peace can have as wide a eirculation as Blitz. It can-
not.  But can you claim that the Party as a whole I.ms
seriously taken up the popularisation of the Lasting
eace? -
Just recollect the ‘thirties or ‘fortics cven upto
194445 when, if one copy of an internatinnal journal
Was somehow smuggled into the country \wjith what avi-
Cli[_\' we used to !{!'dllj!. [aking carbon copics, etc. What
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exactly is the posxtmn today? Who carea for theLastin
Peace? I do not know what would have happened if

such a institution as the People's dehshin&ﬂouse and
* some bookshops had not been there. We ourselves may -
not haye got the copies of the Lasting Peace. Why I am
mentlonmg this is that you cannot trace the whole of
. the fall in circulation of the New Age to contents alone.
o The same is the situation in the case of all pro-

vincial papers. So far as I have been able to study, there
is no, provincial paper which, in spite of the political
growth of the Party, has got a cnrgulatitou ,uibre than
it was before August 15, 1847. At that Bﬂiev particular-
ly in 1942 and after, when you were t'h& _' rget of uni-
versal political oﬂ'ensxve you made use of every single
‘piece of paper in . your hand. Bvery | arty ‘member
and sympathiser fanatically carried Party policy to the
people. It does not matter that we did some sery
stupid things in those days. We did, but what we have
to see is that, stupid or wise, we had a reyvoli tionaryfer-
vour then, What Stalin calls the s\.yle dj work is
revolutionary fervour combined with American business
‘efficiéncy. This is what Stalin calls Bolshevik style of
work. Regardless of consequences, you fight for your
Party as for your life. 1n this, it does not matter whe-
ther you are one or moxe. Of course, if vou find that
you are one and small, then it is your job to see what
is the reason for it, But, unless and until the Party
line is changed, it is your responsibility to see that
Party line is taken to the people, 1o as biga section of
the people as possible. This revolutipnary fervour, this
selflessness, this is what we had in those days. In those
days, we had literature Sales Squads. Individuals and
groups used to go from place to place, house to houre,
individual to individual and sell and popularise: that
was considered to be our sacred task.

The position now is that there is no such thing. If

you take the whole country, I do npt think that there
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~ are even a dozen localities or towns where the corres-

" ponding Party committees have taken this as a Party
job, as a part of the job of Party building. This state
of affairs has come into existence and. the sales organ-
isations have become meore or less commercial pro-
_ positions. '

Suppose for example, the New Age manager
catches hold of the Provincial Committee Secretary,
the most responsible cadre after the Central Commit-
tee member. The manager asks him about the circula-
tion of the paper. The first complaint he will receive
most probably will be its content, after that the second
qucslion that will be raised is about commission. You
doubt it? T do not, because I have seen this in actual
Practice in relation to the Central Organ, the People’s
Publishing House and the Provincial Committee organs.
So far has it now come, that the sale of party literature
has degenerated from a weapon in the struggle against
alien tendencies and a weapon of struggle against ene-
mies, into a means through which one tries to find out
Whether onc can get commission.

I am not going into the question whether com-
mission should be paid, or whether this system shouid
be put an end to. That is another guestion, a questicn
of policy with regard to how the Party press is to be
Organised. But there is something very seriously wrong
In this: that is, what Com. Dimitrov calls, the organ-
isational guarantee that the Party decisions will be
carried out is lacking.
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4. In Relation to Check-up

How can Party decisions be carried out unless the
Party Organ, which carries the Party policy, is taken
to the people? One of the most important tasks of Party
building is thus neglected.

Of course, one can give so many similar examples.
For, the situation is similar with regard to Party Funds,
~ Party members carrying their assignments, etc. This
lack of organisational guaranice for the carrying out of
Party decisions should be considered one of the main
reasons for this stagnation. This lack, however, cannot
be overcome unless the whole Party functions as a sum
and system of organisations. The individual submitting
himself to the unit; the minority submitting itself to
the majority; the lower unit submitting itself to the
higher unit, the higher unit regularly reporting to the
lower units—all these together make the organisational
structure of the Party. It is this that is lacking today
and the overcoming of this lay is one of the key political
tasks of the Party.

Do not relegate this to the position of a “routine
organisational-technical” question. The enforcement
of Party disciplive, the cresting of urganisational gua-
rantees 10 ensure that decisions arrived at are carried
out—this is nut a technical-organisutional question, not
a formal question. Whether 1 have done the job which
has becn assigned to me by the Central Committee or
Polit Bureau—this Is not a formal and technical-organ-
isational question. This is a  question, which, a8
Comrade Stalin said, under certain cunditions, that is,
conditions in which a correct policy has been laid, “will
decide the fate of the political line itself.”

What is the use of a correct political line if the
entire Party refuses to carry it out” I am giving one
example. The Central Committee at the Calcutta Ple-
num (January 1953) which, as you know was attended









by representatives from all the Provinces, worked out
certain slogans and none of those slogans were imple-
mented. What is the use of a Central Committec? What
is the use of our calling ourselves a Communist Party?

Do not take this as the Centre complaining against
the Provinces. This is the position with regard o Pr.-
vinces in relation to the Districts. It may also be that,
in certain other form, the Provincial Commitiees may
have to make such complaints in relation to the Centre
also. .
But consider this fact that at that Plenum, the
Central Committee said that a Fund Drive should be
made and each Provincial Committee should fix up
its own quota. It should fix its own quota not only of
what it will collect, but what it will give to the Centre.
It said that these quotas should be such that, when
added up, the Centre will get Rs. 1 lakh, because the
Centre's rejuirement for the time being till after the
Party Congress will be Rs. 1 lJakh. And the Fund Drive
has been made and collections also have actually been
made. But{in place of Rs. 1 lakh, the Centre received
less than Rq 5,000. That is one aspect of it.

Take another aspect also. In that Plenum resolu-
tion, the Provinces had been asked to fix up their own
quotas and anorm the Central Committee. There are
several Provincial Committees which have to this day
not even ﬁde up their quotas. There is no question
of their not having sent the amount. They have not
even fixed up their quotas!

Then there is another question. In the March 19533
Central Committee Resolution, the Central Committee
had fixed up a time-schedute that, by such-and-such a
date, all the Provincial Conferences should be over.
etc. I do not remember exaclly whether there was a
single Proviucial Comimittee which had finished its
Conference in time. But all except one or two possible
honourable exceptions—I am not sure whether even
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are very small things. The directives are that within
the ‘next six months they should do certain things— if
you hear it you will laugh—that every Central Com-
mitteé Member should read New Times, Lasting Peace,
and’ the Central and Provincial Organs of the Party.
What? Such petty things? Yes, comrades, it is through
such petty things that the Central leadership has to be
built up.

A Central Committee Member does not even read
the Central Committee’s Organ. Can you think of such
a state of affairs? It is such small tasks that we have
laid down. Similarly, for the Provincial Committees
also. Very small things. If I remember right, one of
these is that effort should be made to see that, within
the next three months, all Party members who are
illiterate are made literate. Those comrades who are
illiterate, make them literate; those who are barely
literate, enahle them to read at least the Party Organ.
Such small things.

We have started with such small things. Of course,
we cannot rest satisfied with small things. P'xt the ngxt
Central Committee meeting, we are certainly going
to review the work of each Central Committee member
and Provincial Committee and find out *how far they
have carried out their jobs. I do not knosw \_vhether we
will have to report at the end of that meeting that we
have not received reports from such and such Proym-
ces. In any case, at the last Central Committee meeting,
we had given certain directives to the Provincial Com-
Mittees and we have also issued a questionnaire to
them, putting definite questions in order to find out how
many of those directives have been carried out.

This, I believe, is a departure we are mf]kmg f”:m
@ practice of the recent past. We are trying to esta-
lish a new system, or rather we are trying to fEStOT‘;
the system under which there is a regular check up o
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the work of the individual Party member by his unit
and of the lower unit by the higher unit.

It is this question of ensuring that every Party
member and every Party unit carries out the assign-
ments given to them by his or her unit, as well as by
the higher units, that has become very important today.

5. Modest in Assignments, Strict in Carrying Out.

In this connection, the Central®Committee also
came to another very important conclusion and that
conclusion is: when fixing up assignments and flxing
up quotas, be rather modest. But, once it is fixed up,
see that the modest assignment is religiously rarried
out. Do not be too ambitious when you fix up quotas
and targets. As a matter of fact, one of the banes of
the Party in India today is that we are too ambitious
when we fix up quotas, and even when fixing up the
tasks. For example, we very often us the term—what
is the task of the Central Committee? It is to “lead,
co-ordinate and direct the whole movement in the coun-
try.” Such a beautifully vague and senseless term
“lead, direct and guide the whole movement in the
country” at a time when you are not able to enforce
your decisions on your own Parly members and Party
units! What sense is there in this?

This does not mean you should not have this idea in
your mind. Certainly, the Central Committee should
aspire to become such a leading body. But that does
not come just by declaring your wish for it. It has to
be done by carrying out certain limited and modest
lasks which you can undertake.

Let us take any mceting of any Party Committee.
A long list of tasks is drawn up—tasks on the trade-
union front, tasks on the kisan front, tasks on this front
and that front. All these things are lhere. At the end
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of this'you come to two very important questions, ques-
tions on which alone depends the carrying out of these
decisions.
) What are these two important questions? They are
not even thought of when a very big programme is
drawn up. Firstly cash and secondly cadre. You have
. o idea at all ‘of cash and ¢adre when you fix up your
- Programme: So many things are also fixed up first and
only later do you think of cadre. Afterwards you find
that there is not sufficient cadre. You fix up that so
and so is to be in “in-charge” of the kisan front, student
work, Party education, etc., etc. I do not know what
else. So much burden is put on the shoulder of one
individual comrade that he cannot carry out any of
them. This has an adverse effect on him. If he is
honestly trying to carry out his responsibilities, he will
break himself. )
Similarly, with regard to cash, Very beautli'ul
plans are drawn up. Say, for example, a Provincial
Committec draws up a plan of setting up a press. T}}en
1t thinks of the size of the press. “We should bring
out a weekly, which after two to three years will be
converted into a daily. Therefore, the press should be
Such that it can today bring out a weekly and after
'Wo years, it can bring out a daily. So it should be a
double demy cvlinder machine.” That cannot do job
work. So there should be a treadle. Then vou must bave
4 cutting machine for the press. Then comes the
question—if you get all this equipnlept, your present
Wweekly of eight pages will not feed this press. So you
have tq g0 in for getting manuscripts that will feed the
Press. And, at the end of all this, you start calculating
the cash required. Cylinder machine .Rs. 10.000;
treadle Rs, 7,000—and 80 on. The whole thing comes to
Rs. 40,000 or Rs. 50,000, and this at a time when you are
Not able even to pay the rent of your office! That is the
Position today.
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) What I am trying to stress here is that, when you
sit down to plan, be modest. A little of modesty once
in a way will not do much harm to us. But, once the
plans are drawn up, see that they are carried out. This is

the lZ{..enin-Stsﬂin principle of the Bolshevik method of
work.

That is why the Organisational Resoluticn of the
Central Committee says that one of the reasnns why
there is lack of respeet for Party decisions, tnat there
is a certain amount of cynicism with regard to certain
decisions taken by the Party, is the fact that often deci-
sions are taken in an irresponsible way, without taking
into account the possibility of their being carried out.
And, having taken a decision, the next moment you
decide that the particular decision cannot be carried
out. This has its own reaction.

A succession of irresponsible devisions and irres-
ponsibility in earrying cut those decisions which can be
carried out is one of the banes of our Party organisation
today. That is why in laying down the organisational
slogans for the Central Committce Members and Pro-
vincial Committees we have been very modest. Of
course, it is to be seen how far even these modest
decisions will be carried out.

6. Collective Leadership with Individual
Responsibility

Now I will refer 10 one more point with regard to
Organisation. A certain amount of clarity is needed on
this business of “Collective Leadership.” It is some-
times assumed that, collective lendership 1s something
which has nothing to do with individual 'respons.lbllll.\'-
Collective leadership means that the )undcrshlp. on
every question is exercised collectively. There is no
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individual—the individual is submerged in the collec-
tive. In what sense is everything actually collective?

Collective leadership has something to do with
individual responsibility. Collective leadership does

Dot mean the exclusion of individual responsibility.

. How can a unit carry out its collective responsibility
or exercise collective leadership, unless every indivi-

- dual member of that unit has individual responsibility
to it? After all, collective leadership consists of dis- -
cussion of important problems, taking decisions unani-
mously or by majority, if by majority the minority
carrying it out as if it is their own opinion. Even if
one member or some members did not agree with the
majority during the discussion, a member’s personal
opinion does not matter. He is part of the unit, and,
after taking such a decision, the unit decides as to who
v 'l carry out which part of the responsibility in imple-
L..nting tl ; decision. Then the individual member of
e unit goes and carries it out. Then in the next
meeting of the unit, it checks upon all the assignments
for which each individual member was made respon-
sible to ascertain whether they were carried out or
Not. This js Collective Leadership—the Collective
Leadership wl h is exercised through individual res-
Ponsibility, Coll ive Leadership is a IT}eChﬂm-‘im
through which individual responsibility is assigned and
checked up.

In connection w . .h this, I want to mention anuther
thing as well. With regard.to Organisation there are
Several principles of Party organisation which are
emphasised in international literature, The basic prin-
Ciple of Party organisation, the basic law of Party
developme t is, of course. in/ er-Party strpggle, which
Is cairied on through'the process of criticism and §elf-
Criticism, particularly criticism from below. This is
& principle which is emphasised in all international
]"-“’iﬂfure_
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We find that there is also an emphnsxs on Co’nective q
Leadership.

Similarly there is emphasxs on Party edmﬂom ’)

When you read one article dealing with one of these
subjects, you will think that that is the whole of
Party organi..ti 2. Because in that partxcu]ag article,
the importance of that particular subiect is er Phnsis ‘
- Vhether it is Party education or ‘ticism and self- h
eriticism or collective leadership, '...phasis is laid on
one aspect. So what happens is when we read the
article, the point of that article sticks in our ! head end
we go on trying to apply it to every circumstanc&. 88‘_
if it s a talisman. ».

yw what we have to see is that all ihese ‘are .
principles of Party orge isation. All are equally im-
portant. The pomt is not which of them i u’mom .
important. The poic & is~ %ich of these has to by n.ade %
the basis of work in the conditions of the c&nnhunm Y
Party of India today. e 1y

For example, © the years of 1950-51 and even in
1952, the process ¢ aner-Party struggle, i gattle ol
ideas, conflict between different * ws, the p)wﬂﬂ of
criticism and self-criticism were of supreme import-
ance. Is that the position today? Na,

Does this mean tlat the validity of the law of inner-
Party struggle bas ceased? It does not. But, as I stated
carlier, having come 10 an agreement on correet policy,
the time has now come to 'ay the 1 nost emphagis on
arganisation. That is whal the olit Burcau did in the
August 1952 resolution. In that vesolution we again
and again stress Organisation.

On Organisation itself, the ssme process has had
to be gone _hrough.

In the fiest stage it was an emphasis on he ¥ to link
up, how to cambine the prineiple of inner-Party dymo-
cracy with centralism It was on this basis that the
January 1953 Plenum and the March 184 resolutions on

e
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What ig the main link in the- chain tuday" The main
link 1a the chain-of Orgunisation. todds: is to 80 organise
the work of the Central Committee.tliat it will 4bc able
10 help the Provincial Comniittees, whick i, ﬁlm il
te cble 1o lead, divect dnd guide the, District’ Cosumit-,
tees; which . their, turn will orgnniée the whol’e ‘Fhgin
of the Party in suth 'a way that the primary ‘units of"
tiv: Parly are activiscd and become “the 'Ieadars of fhe-
morement. it is uch an orientation n:at we ¥ try,ng“
to make. -

" This is the key an n Lhe chain wluch you cannol

svize unless vou take up the gther sloyan which 1 have

" stated earhc.. which is the cambinin of the Cullvctxve
Leudership with-Individual Ro,!puhuh bility,
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Lecture IV

'PREREQUISITES FOR COLLECTIVE
LEADERSHIP WITH lNDIVIDUAL
RESPONSIBILITY

YEsTERDAY I told you that, according to us. the key
link in the chaii. of Party organisation today is Collec-
tive Leadership together with Individual Responsibi-
lity. Enforcement of this principle, of combining
collective functioning with assignment and check up of
individual responsibility is the key link today,

It may be that sometimes the circumstances may
change and the key link itself may require to be chang-
ad. But now, so long as the situation continues as it
is, what should be done about it?

I think that there are certain prerequisites for this.

This, of course, is a question which we have not
discussed in the Polit Bureau in detail. It will be one
of the maia questions we will be discussing at the next
Central Committee meeting. At the March 1953 Central
Committee mecting we could not do it because we had
to carry out certain jobs which had been assigned to the
Central Committee by the Party Congress, with regard
to the kisan question, organisational resolution and
other things. 2

On the crganisational question, we finalised the
Organisational’ Resolution. But we could not take up
such concrete questions of organisation as, for exam-
ple. Party organs, Party funds, what is the conerete
manner in which the general slogan of sustained mass
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ing not only the political line but questions of organ-
isutional policy, policy with regard to recruitment of
cadres, finance, expenditure of the Party—all these
‘questions of policy have to be discussed by the Central
Committee.

But does this mean that every minor detail will
be left to individuals? It cannot be. Even in this mat-
ter, there are gradations of responsibility. There are
certain types of questions of policy which can be dis-
cussed and decided only by the Central Committee.
There are other questions of policy, or the interpreta-
tions and the execution of the policy laid down by the
Central Committee, which can and should be left to
the Polit Bureau. There are, however, certain ques-
tions of execution which have to be left to the individual
Polit Bureau Members, who certainly are accountable
to the Polit Bureau, just as the whole Polit Bureau is
accountable to the Central Committee.

Therefore, there should be a clear demarcation as
to what are the functions of the Polit Bureau, the Cen-
tral Committee, the individual Polit Bureau Members,
and, in the same way, at the levels of the Provincial
Committees and District Committees down to the low-
est unit. It is impossible to have collective functioning
without individual responsibility. Unless this is fixed
up what will happen? The so-called eollective respon-
sibility will become nobody’s responsibility, and the
so-called individual responsibility will lead to indi-
dual domination. Both these things can take place.
Everybody cin say that, “It«s not my responsibility
and it is the responsibility of my unit. At the most, I
am responsible as a member of the unit.”

Suppose something goes wiong. The Polit Bureau

-

can very w' v, we are a unit which is only respon-
sible to ca whatthe Central Commiltee says, So
whatever ! ° ® wrong should be on the Central
Committee - (1e Central Committee itself can say
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that the whole Party is responsible. This is not collec-
tive functioning; this is not collective leadership.
But this does not mean that the Polit Bureau as a
unit or individual Polit Bureau Membess can take de- 0
cisions on questions of policy. It does nol mean that.‘ d
Certainly on certain questions of urgent importance, Yo
even on the question of policy which properly should
be decided by the Central Committee, we may have to .
take certain decisions for immediate action which are
liable to be reviewed by the Central Committee. But
beyond this nothing else should be done. Such a line
of demarcation is very, very necessary. Unless thisis
done, no leadership can be of value. i l
I think lack of such an understanding creates all
sorts of difficulties at all levels. There are endless dis-
cussions in prolonged meetings; each of these‘meeun;;s‘,
goes into most petty details; most of these details can
very well be left to a smaller executive body, or the
Secretariat. Unless this is done it cannot be carried
out. It is my feeling that this is the position with re-
gard to most Party units at almost all levels, '

The moment, last year or so, more and more stress
began to be laid in the international “arty Press vn
Collective Leadership, we began to wonder: what is
this, and how is this 10 be enforced? We tried to do all
sorts of things. Very many questions of details are put
down, Then it is found that is n« ' possible 1 function
in this way.

Even now we cannot <ay that we have come o 4
very clear understanding regarding the lines of denar=
cation. We have yet to grope towards it. But there is
no doubt that, unloss lines of demnrcation are drawn,
there will be a series of unending meetings, esch of
which will go into all sorts of details snd at the end
of which everyone will feel frustrated and a vense of
“nothing has been < me” will prevail.
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2. Well-prepared Meetiﬁgs

The second point I have to make is that for every
meeting there shouid be sufficient preparation. You
cannot have collective leadership unless meetings are
thoroughly prepared. If only you compare a well- pre-
pared meeting of the Party with an ill- -prepared one,
you will find that so much time of the latter is taken °

in unnecessary talk. It is assumed that, whenever
there is a meeting, whenever some subject is put down
for discussion, all those who attend the meeting should
speak on it. I do not know how this understanding
arose. But, in all our Party meetings, the practice has
come to be that everybody should speak, or at least
say “I have nothing more to add to what other com-
rades have said.”

So much so that if there are five topics put down
for discussion at a meeting attended by 25 comrades,
it will be found that nothing has come out of it when
one round is over. Everybody speaks one round but
nobody knows on what to speak because nobody is
prepared for it. The first comrade starts speuking, no-
body knows on what, and then all those who follow
may either support or contradict the first comrade, so
that the comrade wHo speaks last has to support and
contradict everybody else who has talked before.

I do not know whether I am drawing it to the
absurd limit, but I know that there are such absurd
cases in the Party. The reason for this is that,.when
a meeting is called, there is nobody who is entrusted
with the task of preparing for the meeting, What is
the agenda? What are the items on this? What are
the main basic facts? What are the issues which should
be settled? What ¥ the suggested basis for settling
it?—these are not thought about, The Party is to
discuss on problems which have ta be settled now.
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What are the various points of view? What are the
various aspects of it?—these should be studied by one
or three, or five comrades; they put their heads toge-
ther and then: put the whole problem before the
meeting. U / ‘

Then all those comrades who have to speak for or
against, or say something in addition to what these
comrades have said, as well as those who think that
they have something to contribute to the solution of
this problem, or those who have to pose fresh prob-
‘ lems in connection with the same, can speak.

So much so that, though in the formal-technical
sense, the procedure will be that a particular resolu-.
tion or a particular proposal is moved by a comrade
or comrades who prepare for this meeting and then
amendments, additions, proposal for rejection, propo-
sals for redrafting—all these are made by the other
comrades who have to make any suggestions. These
are discussed and after this discussion, issue after
issue is taken up, put to vote and decisions taken.

This is rot the procedure that we usually adopt.
And 1 have heard it sometimes said that inside the
Communist Party nobody can remain silent, nobody
has the right to remain neutral. That means, on every
subject, everybody has to speak. I do not know from
where this principle arose, but, in any case, it upsets
all our work. Unnecessarily we have to talk, unneces-
sarily we have to listen, and the whole meeting goes
on endlessly.

Look up the Lasting Peace reports and see how
many days the CC meetings or Party Congresses of
other Parties take. In so few days. how many items
they discuss and come to conclusions, Compare it with
ours. Then you will find the Jifference and that differ-
ence, arises out of our not having well-prepared |
meetings,

If you go through any of the Lasting Peace edito-
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rials on Colleciive Leadership, you will find it repeated
again and again that you cannot have Collective Le~=
dership unless the meetings are well prepared. You will

alsa notice that the very same Paries, the very same .
* international Party Press which put so much emphasis
on Collective Leadership, also speak againstg—-actually.
ridicule—the tendenecy to have too many meetings and

endless discussions. As a matter of fact, they charac-

terise the tendency for too many meetmgs as a tendency
towards bureancratism. ‘

What is bureaucratism? You are concemed only
with your own affairs. You are no! concerned with
the affairs of the masses., Suppose for example, every .
month a particular Party Committee has to hold its
meeting for 10 days, then many of these comrades have
© afterwaids to go to the lower committees and hold
their meetings. In this way almost the entire time of
so many comrades it taken up in endless Party
meetings. Party members who are supposed to be the
leaders of the mass movemer have no time fo attend
to the problems of the movement., They have to attend
Party meclings, discuss with clinching or without
' ¢linching issues—it does not matter—but they shoulc
discuss.

This 1s something which has to be put an end to.
And this has to be put an end to not through avoidance
of Party meetings but through suflicient preparati
for every 1 e ling.

3.. Leading Team—A Necessity

This brings me to the third point and that is that
it is not enough for us to say that every meeting should
be well-prepared, but-there should be somebody ar
som: team which is charged with the respon tibility
of preparing for this meeting  In the case of the Cen-
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are District Committees. There is one Committee in
Coorg which you may-call a State Committee, because
Coorg is a separate State. It formally is a District
Committee under the Karnatak PC, but actually it is
a cell. In such a situation, to iry to build up an appa-
ratus on the same model as in other Provinces obviously
would be wrong. And I found comrades, both in Guja-
rat and in Karnatak, struggling among themselves as
to how to implement this directive—on the PC Secre-
tariat. I told them, “Don’t bother; we have framed
the Central Committee Resolution on a certain assess-
ment of the situation. If this does not work in your
Province, do not bother. Look at the whole problem
from the point of view of how all the resources of the
Party in your Province can be put to the maximum use.
This is the main point.” . _
After all, the principle of organisation is nothing
but a job for every comrade and a com_rade for every
job. Take it from the commonsense pqlnt .of view. If
a certain rule or provision in the Constitution or Cen-
tral Committee Resolution does not suit your Province,
think about it and modify it. ) i
What I am pointing out at present is that Lhis
Principle of collective preparations for the w_lder
comrmittee meetings, in so far as the Central Commitlce
and Provincial Committees are concerned,. shou_]d _be
there. It should be there in the case of major District
Committees for cxample, the Calcutta DC or the Bnm]-
ay Committee, which till recentlv was a Pl'O\'l.n(‘ld
Committce hut has now bécome a District Con.umtt:\e.
hese committees cannot perform their jobs 'Wll.hf’t“ 2
funclinning leading team. You cannot leave it 0{ 2
“€cretary, or sonmie other individual, to prepare 1o

C meeting -
' attern i wer
_Suppose you have the same p?l“ell}l"-'lnu:ﬁe]?()cal
Units Jike the local committee. After a vf‘ mittee
cnmm“tEe, the overwhelming majority © cu
) 1.0
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members will be part-timers, It may be that there are
several commiftees in which there may not be a single
whole-timer. There is nothing wrong in that. Now
suppose you try tg have the same mechanism of a
Secretariat for the local committee. It may not work
So you have to look at it from the practical point of
view that there should be somebody who is charged
with the task of preparing for the Committee meeting.

When there are four items on the agenda, it is not
even necessary that the same comrade, the same indi-
vidual should be charged with the responsibility of pre.
paring all the four items. Suppose that, in relation to a
meeting of a local committee there are four items on the
agenda (1) discussion of the latest resolution of the
Central Committee; (2) discussion on & particular
development in the trade-union movement; (3) dis-
cussion on a certain programme of action in relation
to the District; and (4) preparations for a Peace
Conference. Is it not possible that, for preparing for
the meeting, these four items are divided among four
comrades? One comrade, say, the Loecal Commitlee
Secretary, prepares for the discussion on the Central
Committee resolution. Another comrarde wha is lead-
ing a trade union prepares for the next item. Why
should it not he possible? This is possible. Bul, in
respect of major units, this individual preparation 1s
not possible, because the problems are so vast, and so
-implicated, that one,individual., however wise and
~xperienced he may be, cannot propelly prepure o
it

4 luner-Party Campargn on {esponsibilities

Then, the fourth point that 1 want lo mention in
this connection is that a serious and counsistent inner-
Party campaign should be undeitaken throughout the
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Party on the individual member’'s responsibilities to
the Party. It may look absurd that we should start
it today. But that is the present situation.

At a particular stage in the history of our Party,
all the emphasis was on the individual's responsibility
tu the Party—a stageé in which the rights of the indi-
vidual Party members were ignored, leading to all
sorts of bureaucratic practices.

Now, during the lasi five years, the pendulum has
swung the other way. The whole emphasis is now laid
on the rights of the individual Party members. In
this swinging of the pendulum, there was something
that was correct. What is it? The principle that every
individual Party member has certain rights, which
are well defined. This has now been made the common
consciousness in the entire Party. That is very good;
that should be preserved.

Something more, however, has to be asserted now.
That every individual Party member, together with
his rights, has corresponding responsibilities to the
Party. This is something lackin today. I do not want
to give any examples, which are there in plenty. We
find that. whenever Party questions are discussed, these
questions come up again and again: there is slackening
of discipline; there is slackening of the Party members’
preparedness to suffer and sacrifice for the Party.

Think of the situation previously, the way in which
Party members used to respund to the call of the
Party during 1942-44 and cempare it with the position
now. How do Party members themselves respond to
the call for funds? How hard do those Party members
who are well-to-do, those who have certain incomes,
even those who have siarted getting income because
of the Party (for example, MPs, MLAs, etc.) bargain
for the reduction of their levy to the Party! What is
all this due to?
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Party Constitution itsalf, it is in the same Chapter that
the rights and responsibilities of the Party members
-are laid down. These two are put together: you assert
your rights, you discharge your responsibilities. Only
in this way, the whole thing goes forward.

These are some of the points which I thought it
necessary to mention in relation to the principle of
‘combining collective leadership with individual res-
ponsibility. Now there is one last point.

°. Popularise the Party, Rouse Pride in the Party

Let us not be under the illusion that all this can
be carried out just through certain inner-Party cam-
Palgns. TInner-Party campaign on all these points ‘s
undoubtedly very neccessary., But this campaign must
have close and intimate links with the political mass
campaigns in which the entire Party participates. These
concepts of Collective Leadership with Individual
Responsibility should be popularised not only inside
the Party but outside the Party as well—among the
broad masses of the people, S

There is a certain amount of lack of confidence in
Popularising the Party which expresses itself very often
because of various factors. For example, we ou{'selves
fall a prey to the propaganda of the bourgeoisie that
the Communist Party is a Party which has always
committed mistakes; that it has gone from one devia-
tion to another, one mistake to another, and so on. This
is bourgeois propaganda and we also have very often
Succumbed to it.

But what is the reality?

_ If you just survey the past

ike even the worst opponent ©

Speak of Party members—to point ou

in India which has gone through such
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of out Party, I would
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t one single party
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the 1942 and 1950-51 crises without getting blown up?
Is there a single case? Look at 194z-44. Almost the
entire National Democratic Movement was against us;
we were almost entirely isolated from the anti-impe-
rialist movement. But did we get disrupted? Even
at that time, we grew. As I said on another occasion,
if our Party had been entirely correct in the past, then
our growth would have been very much greater. But
it is a fact that, in spite of so many odds against us we
grew in that period. Is there a single other party in
India which had to go through such a period and could
come out of it unscathed? :
Similarly in the 1950-51 crisis. Is there a single
Party which had had to go through such an inner-Party
crisis? Is there any other party in India which can
hope to come out of such a crisis unscathed? No.
What is the reason for this? It lies in the fact
that, in spite of the mistakes committed by us, we have
stuck to certain fundamentals. Repardless of our
crude understanding, regardless of the mistakes that
we committed, we stuck to internationalism and
patriotism. We have been the hest fighters for the
cause of the working class—best in 'he sense of being
most sincere. And, in doing this, we have been the
most determined, the most militant, and most sincere
anti-imperialists. © Of coufse, in combining this inter-
nationalism with patriotism, we have committed mis-
takes of all sorts, We may have gone from one extreme
to the other. Sometimes we may have characterised
Gandhi and Nehru as national leaders and not bour-
gevis leaders. On some other occasions, we might
have considered every rank-and-file Congressman and
every renk-and-file Socialist as our enemy. We have
done all sorts of things. But what is the totality?
When T speak of “we” [ am speaking of the Com-
munist Party of India from its very early days when
half a dozen voung infellectuals in Bombay and
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Calcutta like Dange and Muzaffar Ahmed started work-
Ing and forming Communist groups. I speak of the
Communist Party of India from those days when there
were a few groups, down to the present day. We have
grown from stage to stage, because we have stuck to
certain fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism. In its
application to India, we may have been right or wrong.
That does not matter. And there is no guarantee that
We may not go wrong again. There can be no such
guarantee. But we have stuck in the past and shall
stick in the future to Marxism-Leninism and apply it
to the conditions of India.

llere I recollect a certain incident which Comrade
Gallacher relates in his Autobiography. He was going
to the Second Congress of the Communist International.
It was on his way, at Stockholm that he heard that
Lenin had written a pamphlet in which he had made
certain references to him. The pamphlet referred to
was Left-Wing Communism. In those days, Gallacher
Was against any truck with the Labour Party or the
Parliament, When bhe was speaking in the Second
Congress there was heckling and fun was being made
of him. Comrade Lenin intervened and s.id that this
was impermissible. “Comrade Gallacher has committed
certain mistakes, He will commit mistakes in the
future also. But he will never betray the revolution.”
This is the quality of the Communists. .

T well remember another incident to whlcl_l he also
refers.  After this Congress, Lenin called Gallacher
for a talk. He asked him: “Why are you opposed to
Your fighting the elections?” Gallacher said that EI.CC;
lions are an engine of the bourgenisie f‘-“" comlpll’ﬂb
the working class. Then Lenin asked: _‘:-’Dlll’P”se you
were clected, will you get corruple‘d? G’nl]ﬂch‘er:-i
working-class pride was hurt. He said, “T won't goé‘-m;l
Tupted.” “Then,” Lenin said, “go to England and ge
elected to the Parliament.”
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This is just to show you that the fact we have
committed mistakes does not necessarily mean that
our basic approach to problems has been wrong. In
the application of basic principles, we have certainly
committed very serious mistakes, There is no doubt
about that. But consider this. Iow is it possible for
a Party which is supposed to have committed nothing
but mistakes for 30 years, which has had to o through
such serious crises as those of 1942 and 1950-£1, to grow
from strength to strength as we see before our very
eyes? A

Even without an examination of the reasons, the'
reality should rouse our pride in the Party. For, it
shows that the Party is an instrument through which
the working class and the peasantry in India have been
raising their political consciousness; this is an instru-
ment through which the struggle for People's Demo-
cracy is being carried out. This realisation should
create a sense of pride in our Party, in our own com-
rades and in the mass of people as well, It is in this
way that the entire working people have to be told how
the Party is leading the democratic movement. Hege-
mony of the proletariat headed by the Communist
Party—it is not just a phrase. This has to be made a
real living thing by creating pride in the Party, in
every Party member and Party sympathiser. It is
through this alone that we will be able to overcome
our weaknesses.

This, of course, will lead us to various questiOPﬂ
with regard to the method of our agitation, social
composition of our Party members, quality of our
mass work—all of which flow from this. I cannot take
up these things now.

T\ ' (5] ,p"‘
L\I\W% +THE END /
o AL
- ‘/".

) &

-



INDIAN INST
ADVANCE:
LIBRARY




	2021_03_23_15_01_05_001_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_002_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_002_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_003_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_003_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_004_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_004_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_005_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_005_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_006_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_006_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_007_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_007_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_008_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_008_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_009_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_009_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_010_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_010_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_011_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_011_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_012_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_012_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_013_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_013_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_014_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_014_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_015_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_015_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_016_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_016_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_017_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_017_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_018_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_018_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_019_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_019_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_020_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_020_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_021_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_021_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_022_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_022_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_023_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_023_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_024_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_024_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_025_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_025_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_026_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_026_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_027_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_027_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_028_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_028_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_029_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_029_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_030_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_030_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_031_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_031_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_032_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_032_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_033_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_033_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_034_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_034_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_035_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_035_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_036_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_036_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_037_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_037_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_038_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_038_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_039_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_039_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_040_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_040_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_041_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_041_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_042_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_042_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_043_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_043_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_044_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_044_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_045_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_045_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_046_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_046_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_047_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_047_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_048_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_048_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_049_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_049_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_050_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_050_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_051_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_051_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_052_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_052_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_053_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_053_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_054_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_054_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_055_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_055_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_056_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_056_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_057_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_057_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_058_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_058_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_059_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_059_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_060_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_060_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_061_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_061_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_062_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_062_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_063_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_063_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_064_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_064_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_065_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_065_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_066_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_066_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_067_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_067_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_068_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_068_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_069_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_069_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_070_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_070_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_071_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_071_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_072_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_072_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_073_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_073_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_074_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_074_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_075_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_075_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_076_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_076_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_077_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_077_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_078_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_078_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_079_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_079_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_080_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_080_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_081_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_081_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_082_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_082_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_083_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_083_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_084_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_084_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_085_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_085_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_086_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_086_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_087_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_087_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_088_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_088_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_089_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_05_089_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_001_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_001_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_002_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_002_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_003_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_003_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_004_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_004_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_005_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_005_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_006_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_006_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_007_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_007_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_008_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_008_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_009_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_009_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_010_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_010_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_011_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_011_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_012_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_012_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_013_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_013_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_014_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_014_2R
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_015_1L
	2021_03_23_15_01_06_015_2R

