
BY HIS ROY AL HIGHNESS 
PRINCE CHULA OF THAILAND, G.C. V.O. 

Report of the Anniversary Lecture delivered to the Royal Central Asian Society 
on Wednesday, June 14, 1961, Sir William Dickson in the chair. 

The _PRESIDENT: Your Royal Highness, Your Excellencies, My Lords, Ladies and 
Gentlemen : I have the honour to introduce to you our Anniversary Lecturer, His 
Royal Highness Prince Chula of Thailand. We are h~moured, and very grateful and 
fortunate to have His Royal Highness with us this afternoon to talk about his 
country. It does occupy, as you know, and always has done, a key position in 
South-East Asia. 

His Royal Highness is, of course, extremely well-known to all of us, and is a 
very popular figure in England; an intrepid racing motorist, an author, and a speaker 
on the _television and radio; Her Royal Highness the Princess, who could not be 
here this afterno~>n, is an English lady; one o~ their hom_es is in Cornwall, and, 
amongst oth~ things, they are Freemen of the City o_f Bodmm. So we know a great 
deal_ about H1s_Royal Highness in E;ngland .. In ~hailand, as_ you know! he has very 
special connections; he is first cousm to HIS Maiesty the King of Thailand, and is 
his special A.D.C. 

Na_turally, h~ is an authority on his own conntry, but his lecture to us this after­
noon ts of ~pectal interest and importance, firstly, because _we have a very close and 
very _old frtcndly relationship, interest and sympathy ~1~, and love_ and under­
standmg for Thailand, and anything we hea_r about 1t 1s of great .1~terest, and 
se~ndly, because His Royal Highness has only JUSt c~~e back. fro!Il a v1~1t there :ind 
will be able to give us an up-to-date account of condltlons of life m Thailand as 1t is 
ooda:y. 

H.R.H. PRINCE CHULA of Thailand: Mr. Chairman, Your Ex­
cellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen_: it is a very gr~t privilege for 
me to be addressing you once again, after the occasion, a few years 

~go, when I came to talk to you about my country. At that time you had 
Just a talk; today I have been asked by the Coun:il of your Society to br~ng 
a film. But, before we go on to the film, may I JUSt say a few ~ords with, 
perhaps, some fresh information, further to what some of you, if you were 
present ~en, may have heard at my last talk. . . 

The size of our country has not increased; we arc still appro!°mately 
2?0,000 square miles or about say, the size of France, or four ames the 
size of England and 'wales· b~t our population has greatly increased and, 
at_t~e census of April, 1960 : it was fou~d that we have a po.eulation of 26½ 
million.. That is a very big increase indeed for us. Until _re~ently our 
population was increasing at the rate of _thre~-quarters of a m~on a_ year, 
and now we find, not entirdy to our· satisfaction, that we are mcreasmg at 
the rate_ of a million a year; and, although ?ur _area should be capable of 
~upportmg a population of 55 to 6o millions, it wi!J not be as comfortable as 
it is ~ow, and there ma be ver serious clifficulttes-so ?1~ch so th~t even 
very unportant Govern~ent s~kcsmen, such as the M101ster of Fmance, 
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recently sPoke about the serious necessity of some form of birth control if 
we are to maintain the standard of living which we hav6 . 

Despite the increase in the population, we are still largely ;in agrkul­
tural community. Over 75 per cent. of our people are still agriculturalists, 
and, of cou~se, the_ main crop, a~d ~lmost the only really important crop 
from the p01nt of view of export, 1s nee. 

Now, the growing of rice by something like over 75 per cent. of our 
population has got_ a ~tran~ely important s_ocial ~fil:port, and that is that, 
unlike most countnes m Asia-I am not saymg this m any way against any 
of our friendly neighbours, but I repeat-unlike many of our neighbours 
in Asia, Thailand and the Thai people have always enjoyed almost com­
plete equality between men and women.. There has never been a purdah 
in Thailand; there have never been any disadvantages for women. I think 
this is due to two things; one is the Buddhist religion, which most of us 
practise--95 per c~nt.i if not ~ore of our ~eople ~e practising Buddhists; 
and the other is this nce-growmg, for, despite the immense advances made 
by the West in machinery, I am informed by experts ( of which I am not 
one) that no machine has yet been invented that can sow rice into the field 
during the flood season (bec~use rice, you know, is put into the land with 
about 8 inches of water; that 1s why we have to have paddy fields with little 
12.inch or 18-inch banks to keep ~e water in), no machine has yet been 
invented that can supplan~ the fair h~nds of women to plant the rice. 
Therefore in our country, m the mos~ impor~nt part of our country, the 
farmers, the men an~ women, work side_ by side; a~d that may be respon­
sible for the equality m the status of Thai women with men. 

In the past, we did have polygamy, and a man could have as many 
wives as he could afford. I would say that polygamy was an undemocratic 
system because you have to be fairly well off, even in Thailand, to keep 
more ;han one woman, and I think . that ~n or~inary farmer would be 
quite hard put to it to manage even a little bit of bigamy; so that polygamy 
was restricted to the ~pper and more wel!:>ff ~lasses. I myself never had 
the pleasure, or the disadvantage, of practismg 1t, because-whether it Was 
done especially to_ thwa~t me ~r to help me I would not know-polygam 
was officially abolts~ed 1? Thailand three ye~rs before I wa~ married. y 

As far as education_ 1s c<:>ncerned, the thirst for education is growin 
and growi1;1g and growmg; m fact, we are una?le ~t the moment really t~ 
cope with 1t. When I was there, for the exammation for some 7oo pla · 
in Chulalongkorn University (~hich you ~ill_ see in the film) for fust-y~;; 
students there were 10,000 candidates, and 1t 1s the same with the Milita 
College, the same with everything; there is a fabulous thirst for educati ry 
amongst our young people, and that applies to the men and the wom on 
and, educationally, our men and women are equal. Today the womene°£ 
Thailand, the w~-educated on~s--{I :11Il not talking about the farmer~' 
wives, they work m the ~elds with their men)-also work, and it is now a 
rare family where the wife does not go out to work. In an average up 
middle-class family (if I may us~ a ~ery ol~-fashioned term; shall I sr::r 
upper middle-income-group family) m Thailand today the husband ~ 
wife meet for breakfast, then they go away and each do their work and 
often lunch apart, and meet in the evening. We have women wh' an o are 
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lawyers;' surgeons, every kind of job; nurses, we have had for years; and 
~e even now have women Civil Service officials, even in the Foreign Ser­
vice, where, as vet, no woman has reached the rank of Minister or Ambas­
sador (whethe/His Excellency is relieved by that I could not say), but .. 
already they have become Second Secretary, Third Secretary, and so on. 

Politically we have gone back a bit, if you regard getting away from 
parliamentary election as a retrograde step; we have gone back since I last 
talked to you, because it was found, in 1958, that our attempts since 1932 to 
have some form of parliamentary government were not very successful, 
and, in my opinion (and I am absolutely independent of the Government 
or of any official backing whatsoever: I speak as an individual Thai 
person), I think what happened was that although when the Constitution 
was brought in in 1932 we had always had a half-nominated and half­
~ected Parliament, and although our peo~le understood very well .their 
rights to elect M.P.s, what I think they did not understand was the re­
sponsibility connected with it. Therefore it was possible for a candi­
date to appeal to the people for the benefit of a particular locality; a candi­
date who was willing to come along and say: " You need a new school· 
when I get into Parliament I will give you a new school. If you need ; 
new bridge, I will see to it that you get a new bridge," was liable to be 
elected. Thus, there was a case where rights divorced from responsi­
bility did not work, and therefore we had _a gr7at bulge in the middle of 
Parliament of Independent M.P.s. Something like 60 per cent. were Inde­
pendents, and the Government Party was about 20 per cent. on the one 
side, and the official Opposition ~?o~t 2~ fer cent. on t~e othe~. The 
Independent members would say: v\ e wtl work for you if you give us a 
portfolio," and of course the Governme°:t could not giv_e them all a port­
.fo~io, nor could the Oppositi~n have got m. Therefore it was _nec:ssary, I 
thmk, for Field-Marshal Sant Dhanarat to make the Revolut10n m 1958. 

I do claim to be a historian, though probably not a very good one, but I 
think it is most unusual to have a Revolution not against a monarchy, not 
against a class, not against a government, bu~ again~t the ~onstitution 
itself. Field-Marshal Sarit Dhanarat felt that tt was 1mposs1ble for that 
situation to continue. therefore he made the Revolution, and the country is 
now being governed by a Government which is based on an emergency, 
an_d the gist of it is that the _Ass~mbly is _a nominated one for ~e ~e 
being, which exercises its leg1slauve ~nc~ons, and. at the ~ame time its 
main job is to try to enact a new Const1tut10n that will be smtab~e to us: 

Now when that will happen, I do not know. Our only foreign policy 
is our adherence to the Charter of the United Nations and our member­
ship of the South-East Asia Treaty Organization, ~hich h~s its head­
quart_ers in Bangkok, and w:hose Secr~tary~General 1s a Thai, Mr_. P~te 
Sarasm a former Prime Mmister. I thmk it would be wrong to disguise 
from y~u that, when I was there, with this Laotian crisi~, we were disap­
poi~ted and depressed by th~ failure of the Sou~h:East Asia Tr~aty Organ­
~zat1on to take any firm action. I had the pnv1lege, as a Ma!or-General 
in the Thai Army, of being present a~ th~ S.~.A.T.~. exercise, ~hortly 
?efore the really serious turn 0 £ the Laotta~ s1tuat1on, wh1c~ was earned out 
10 the north-east part of our country, and 1t was the first time that we had 
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a S.E.A.T.O. exercise where we had a joint command and joint staff be­
tween ourselves, the United States and the British Commonwealth and it 
~ent extr~mely well, and th~ welding of th_e staff .work was quite a;tonish­
mg. But 1t would not be fair to you, as senous observers of affairs in Asia 
to keep from you the fact tl~at the co1?plete failure to take any action i~ · 
Laos has had a very depressmg effect m that part of Asia, particularly in 
our arm~d _fo:ces, who are very keen, very well trained, and, until then, 
very optlIIllstic. 
. Financially, the budget, if you look at it without carefully scrutinizing 
1t~ seems to_ s~ow a deficit, but I have had a very serious, long talk with the 
Fmance Mimster, who is a friend of mine, and the budget really is quite 
strong, because in current expenditure we have included capital expendi­
ture._ Vf ~ do have quite a comfortable surplus and, if the budget shows a 
defi_c1t, 1t 1s because we are very honest in our budgeting and we have put 
capital expenditure (and, despite the fact that we are helped by the World 
Bank and the United States and the Colombo Plan, we have also put in a 
great_ deal of capital expenditure ourselves), we have put the capital ex­
penditure into the budget as part of ordinary expenditure. That is why, if 
you look casually at the budget, you will think we are in deficit, but actu­
ally we are not. Our natural resources are immense, according to the 
World Bank and other authorities, and I am happy to say that I think we 
are alright financially and should be for s~me ti~e. _ 

The happiest thing that has happened m Thailand m the last year has 
b~en the visits of our King and Queen to an enormous number of coun­
tries outside the Iron Curtain, where they have been most wonderfully well 
received, and they themselves have, I think, put up a wonderful show. We 
are told that we have the most beautiful Queen in the world-by that, I 
mean a Queen Consort, not a Queen Sovereign _like yours, so there is no 
competition there. We are told-we do not say it-that we have the most 
beautiful Queen in the world and that she gave wonderful support to the 
King, and they have had a most marvellous reception everywhere. 

But what is even more important to you, as observers of South-East 
Asia, or Central Asia, is that we had a Revolu~on. The Thai p~ople are 
very polite, as you know, and we prefer to call It a change ?£ regime, but 
actually we had a Revolution in 1932 when the Royal Family, to which I 
have the honour to belong, were ousted from power. Since then the power 
has passed into other hands, but,.unlike many other Royal Farnilie_s, the 
R?yal Family 0£ Thailand has remained. on the throne-and for a t1_me--:­
w1th a certain amount of difficulty, anxiety, and awkwardness, ~h1ch 1s 
only natural after such a big change. But I am happy to say that, smce_the 
Royal visits, the prestige of our King, now that he has come back, has n~en 
beyond all expectations (Applause)~ and today he and the Queen enioy 
tremendous respect and popularity, as I have seen for mys~lf. I have h~d 
the privilege of walking behind them when they go to van~us cerem~m1es 
and they are greeted and followed with tremendous enthusiasm, which I 
personally had not seen for many years. 

That is more or less the state of our country, and I have been ask~d to 
illustrate ~y talk with ~his film, which will give you an idea of Thailand 
today; not a hundred per cent. picture, because how could one do that of a 
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country of 26½ million people and 200,000 square miles? And may I re­
mind you that Bangkok, our present capital, is a very new city compared 
with London. It was founded by my great-great-great-grandfather, only 
in 1782, that is barely 180 years ago, after we. had had a disastrous defeat at 
the hands of our then enemies, but now our friends, the Burmese. There­
fore there is nothing in Bangkok which is over 180 years old. 

I thank you very much for your kind attention, and I will speak about 
the film while it is being shown. 

(The lecturer then gave a commentary on his film, in the course of 
which he drew attention to the following points of interest): 
· · Bangkok is a farge city, 22 miles long from north to south and r2 miles 
bro~d; it is also a big seaport, 750 s:'u.es ent~ring ~nd leaving its harbours 
during a year. Many of its fine bwldmgs, mclud~ng the so-called Marble 
Temple (built with marble brought from Carrera m 1897) were erected in 
the reign of King Chulalo~gkorn (1868 to 1910), who also ma~e the many 
very broad roads. After his death, the money collected for his memorial 
was used to found a university. 

Thailand is a Buddhist country, but there is complete religious tolera­
t~on. Seventy-four per cent. of the people are literat~, compulsory educa­
t10n having been in operation since 1926. One foreign language is obli­
~atory in the schools, and 95 per cent. of the pupils choose English, which 
1s used extensively in dealing with foreigners. Thailand has its own writ­
ten language, the Thai script having been invented in r293. 

National dress is no longer general, but is worn for special occasions 
Thailand has retained its traditional music, but has also adopted Wester~ 
music, both for ordinary orchestras and for its military bands. It tries to 
preserve ancient rituals and traditions, while at the same time seeking to 
progress. 

_No coal or oil is fo~nd in Thailand, but. wood fu~ is u~ed, even for the 
trams, with one except10n-that, for long-distance trams, diesel engines are 
used. 

The farmers are the backbone of the country. There are about 1g mil­
lion of them, nearly all freeholders, owning perhaps 5 to 25 acres, each liv­
ing on the land and selling the surplus. They should not be susceptible t 
to possible Communist propaganda, becaus~ ~h~y a~e free, and they are pr: 
perty owners· and they are the most stab1hzmg mfluence in the country 

The other great stabilizing factor is the Army, which !ias 100 , 000 men· 
and contributes to S.E.A.T.0. They had ro,ooo troops m Korea durin 
the Korean war, and lost 1,0~0 men. E':ery part _of the . Army, includin g 
the troops one sees in ceremomal parades, 1s a fightmg umt; the equipme g 
is American supplied through S.E.A.T.O. The men are drawn la nf 
from among' the farmers, and are quick to learn. They haverge Y 

· h . . c. · h h two years' training, but wit out wai~mg t? ?ms t. at course they can, if the 
wish, apply to go to an Officers Trammg Umt. The days when Soutl{ 
East Asian troops were thought of as cannon fodder are gone; toda th -
men are well educated, properly fed and clothed, and much welfa Y e 
is carried out among them. . re Work 

The PRESIDENT: Your Excellencies, My Lords, Ladies and Gent! 
em.en: 
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I know I speak for all of you when I offer my very sincere congratulations 
and our great thanks for a remarkable Anniversary Lecture. Speaking for 
mysdf, I found it fascinating from beginning to end; an interesting intro­
duction . .about life today in Thailand, and its problems, brilliantly pre­
sented, and then the film. 

So we thank you very much indeed, Your Royal Highness, and particu­
larly for that peep into a truly remarkable family album. 

(The vote of thanks was accorded by acclamation and the meeting then 
ended.) 
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