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M. N. Roy went to Chin3. 
in 1927 as the accredited 
representative of the Com­
munist International. The 
great revolutionary tide 
that had amazed the world 
had already receded ; 
counter-revolution was on 
the offensive. By virtue 
of his position Roy was in 
first-hand touch with the 
currents and cross-currents 
of the situation ; more than 
that, he had a positive role 
to play. This is his record 
of the time placed on the 
background of the past. 
With unmistakable objecti­
vity he puts persons and 
parties in their places ; 
similarly he relates his own 
part round which some 
controversy has 

Continued 

raged. 



... 

: ' 

. , 

.I 

CATALOGUED 



' , 

... 
' 



MY EXPERIENCES 
IN 

CHINA 

BY 

M. N.ROY 

RENAISSANCE l~UBLISI-IEI~S 
POST BOX 580 

1945 
CAI.CUTT A 

(., I 
Rs,~ /-



Published by DEBSARAN DAS GUPTA. 

. , ,ibrn ry IIAS. Shirr l;i 

1111111 11111 11/ll lllll lllll lllll lllll lllll llil 1111 
00029608 

FIRST EDITION-1938 

SE~OND EDITION-1945 

Printed at Nishtarini Printing Worlra, 7/1, Khetra Dhole Lane, Calcutta. 

' 



PUBLISHER'S ·NOTE 

We are publishing a new ~dition of this booklet in response 

,t,o insistent dcmnnd. Since it wmi first published in 1938, events 

in Chinn nnd in the· world have mo,·cd ,·cry fnst. But that 

docs not require any addition to this booklet ,vfiich records the 

author's experience during a specified period. Moreover, we 

arc arranging fo1· the publication of Ml'. Roy's bigger book 

-·'Revolution and Countcl'-revolution in China" which deals com-

prehensively with the contemporary history ·of the count1·y on 

·the background of an examination of its social and cultural 

t.radition. "Revolution and Counter-revolution in China" W!\EI 

written in 1930 nnd published in German the next year. For 

various reasons, publication of the English edition was delayed. 

After his release from jail. in 1938 Mr. Roy added the new 

.r,haptcrs to the book bringing it up to date. The outbreak of 

the war again delayed publication. Now it is possible to print 

nnd publish the book. t 

Jan. 1945 

Advance orders for this volume a.re being registered by tho Rena.issa.nce 

Pablishers ( P. B. 680) Ca.lcntt.a.. The pre-publication price will be Rs. 10/­

( ten) only. 



INTRODUCTION 

The following pages contain a summary of the chapters of 
my book ''Revolution and Counter-Revolution i~ China" setting 
forth the march of events clul'ing the ye1m1 1926-27. The bigge·r 
book was written in. 19 BO and was published only in Geqnan. l 
left Emope before the arrangements for the publication of tlu~ 
English edition were complete. On my return to India, I found 
many people .puzzled with the question what happened in China. 
Many wild aml fantastic stories were current. I had been 
present in China for a part of that fateful period. FoL' ye:m1 
previous to that, I had my share in the guidance of the C'hincst~ 
revolution. Therefore, my name figured rathe1· pl'Ominently in 
the stories about the events in China. In that situation, J. 
thought it necessary to write a !:ihort account of what really ha<l 
happened in China. Apart from the lllll'[>osc of supplying 
the information, anothci· important •purpose is also incidently 
served herein : to learn from tlw cxperie nee in the Chi1H1: 
wonl<l be of great \'alue foL· the Indian revolutionaries, 
particularly the Comnrnuists. !Jut before I conl<l write th1· 
smaller book, I was arrested. Finally, it was written in jail. 
On the request of friends, I ha,·e decided to 1>11bli,;h it, pending: 
the publication of the bigger book. The latte1· is 11ot only 
a comprcliensive histo1·y of the revolutionary movements in 
China from the Taiping; Revolt to 1929, but gives a close· 
analysis of the social and political conditions of ruo<lcl'll China 
as well as a comprehensive imiight into her past history and 
ancient cnltnrc. 

Since this brief sketch was wl'ittcn, m:rny things haw• 

happened in Uhina. It would be neccsbary to write anothel' 
whole book to give any fair account of those events. A critical 
Rtudy of those event,i would be highly instructive fo1; no, in 
this co1111t1·y. Erroneous notio11s abont those events an, 
entertained and pl'Opagatctl even by those who claim to b<i 
in a position to know them anthentically and interpret them 
concctly. For example, even to.Jay, they talk of the Chine!:!<· 
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Soviet Republic and Red Army, when these have been liquida-­

ted voluntal'ily. Since last year, the revolutionary movement. 
in Chim1 has stmek out a new path. lly now, that must be a 
mattc1·- of common knowledge. Yet, for some unknown 

reason, it is not admitted in this country by those who arc 
supposed to be properly informed, and expected to make the 
information generally eurre11t. The persistent preference fo1· 
romancing about the re\'olutiona1·y mo\'ement in China as 
against the honesty and courage of facing the reality, simply 

Letl'ays the reiuetanee to learn from the bitter cxpel'ienc. 

Pel'haps the nnpahtable truth is hidden beca~1se, if it jg told, 

the mendacity and malice of the propaganda carried on against 
me dni;ing the last eight years, will be exposed. However, 
history "h:1s vindicated 111e ; and history cannot be hidden. 

Tlw recent deye(opments in that unfortunate connt.ry · Jiayc• 
agaiu made China the focus of public attention. The causes of 
China's present misfortnne, and of her still darker future, arc 
to be found in the e_,·ents recol'decl in the following pages. In 
1927, the Chine;;e nationalists killed a 1·ci,·ol11tion. That 

shameful act so completely disorganised am! lal'ge]y destroyed 

the forces of popular frcc•dom, that ever since the Chinese 
natio11ali,it~ have signally faibl to put up any clfoctivc resistance 
to imperialist ag~rcssion. To-day, China'-s very c?xistc11c1! as a 
nation i~ :it stake. ,Japan is co11q1ie1·ing her complct<'IY, while 
other imperialist powerH stand watching the trngec.ly, making 
only feeble protest-; when. thci1· pri\'iieg;C's arc being encroached 
upon. Yet, having brntally beaten dowp the forces · of 
revolution, which mrnblecl them in HJ~(i to drive the impcrialist;.i 

nearly out of the country, the Chinerm nationalists counted 

upon the help of ,Japan, England and America for the political 

centralisation and economic reconstrnction of China. In onle1· 

to gain the patronage of the imperialist Powers, they betrayed 
the- friendship of the Soviet Union: which had demonstrated its 
svmpathy for tlw aspiration;; of the Chinese people not only in 
\\;onl~, but in countless deeds. ITacl not tlw Ch:ncHe 11atio11ali,-t;;, 
from tlwir ,=ai11selc;;s feat· of the 11<)ec;;sary revolution, shame­

lessly betrayctl the itlcal;; o[ political freedom uml social instice, 

professed by the1md\"cs, and tr<'achcron;,ly turned their back 011 



( iii ) 

the only l'Cliable ally, they wuald not have beon in the pre;icnt. 

tragic position. 
The futurn to China is da.l'k, indeed. 

have decided to abandon h,:r to hel' 
Eug;land and America 
fate and to the tender 

mercies of ,fapa11Gse Impel'ialism, p1·esnmably on the secret 
understanding that imperialist vested interests will be mutually 
re~pected. Chinu i~ conquered not by ,Japan alone, but by 
international Imperialism. In onle1· to derive the greatest 
benefit from the Chinese market and t:xploitation of her natural 
resources, Imperialism must "pacify" China and sec that she is 

brought under an effectively functioning centrnlised authority. 
The Nationalist Government of N:rnking was expected to do 
that. Therefore, England and America held out befor~ it the 
hope of financial aid, of conrse, not as a gift, but in the from of 
lo:ws-'-to bind the Chinese people by the chain oE golu. The 
Nationali,;t Government, however, failed tu del-iver the gooc!H. 
It could not establish its effective authority ove1· a sufficiently 
large part of the countl·y to inspire the _conlidence of inter­
national finance. The forces that militate 11gaimit the paci• 
fication and ecntralis:1tio11 of Uhina aro generated in the 
conditions of social decay. Those conditiom1 cnn be removed 
only by a revolution, which became imminent in HJ~(i and 1927. 
The Kno l\lin Tang, under reactionary influence, betrayed that 
revolution. A b:ultard o[ that betrayal, the Nationalist 
Government. of Chinn, for year>1 tricJ tu exterminate the forces 
of the revolution which wern defeated, but not yet completely 
killed. Leaving thp obstacles to national unity alone, and often 
allying itself with those forces of reaction, the Nationalist 
Government wasted all its energy and material rc'lonrces in the 
crn;uulc agaim1t the Comrnnnists, which, in reality, was an 

effort to su p(ircss the force;i of the democratic 1·evolution . 
.Militarily, the crusade was successful in as much as•~hc armed 

forcc:,1 nuder the command of the Uouunnni;,ts were forced to 
withdraw from the centre of the country. llut the conditions 
which gave birth to counter-re\'ulntionury revolts or revolution­
ary insur1·ectio11,;, remained intact. 0.1 the . bthe1· hand, 
cxhnust-ed in the prolonged struggle for suppressing the 
rovolution, the NutionaliHt Govemrnent wn,; powerless to put 
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up nny effective resistance against the military aggression of 
Japanese Imperialism which to-dny thrratcns to end in the 
complete conqueRt of China. 

The Nationalist Government ha\'ing ~ow failed to make the 
counter-revolution successful, the task of "pacifying" China 
has been undertnke11 by ,Japan. In the beginning, the 
Nationalist Government hoped that other powers would come 
to its aid, at least to prevent Japan from establishing her 
supremacy in China. That hope also has been shattered. The 
powers with money to irweRt seem to have reconciled them­
sekcs to the perspectini of Japanese supremacy in China. 
Because in that case, they will be able to inHst• their surplus 
capital, eithei· directly, or through ,Japanese concerns, in China 
with the necessary security. So, China is d.:iomcd to be a 
.Japanese colo11y, 11·11/ess she can find her solution ·in the uali1:e, 

·rcrol11tlo11ar!f forces which also have been very mnch exhausted 
in a prolonged civil war. Her misfortune, resulting from the 
betrayal of a revolution, will again rise like the Phoenix from 

the ashes. 
That perspective may not appear ,·cry bright for tho • 

moment. But it is there. In distress, callously deserted by 
the ·"democratic" imperialist powers on whose patronage they 
counted so much, the Chinese Nationalists ha\"e been forced 
to foll back upon the revival of the betrayed revolutionary 
alliance with th·i massc!'!, at lea!:i-t as an opportunist manoeuvre, 
if not out of conviction born of bittet· experience. The Com­
munists, on the other hand, have abannoned the ad,·enturons 
course which they were following during the last eight years. 
If a united nationalist front against Imperialism can be 01 ga­

nised as in the years Hl25 to Hl27, ,Japanese aggrc;,:sion will be 

checked before Ion~. It is not easy to conquer a country like 
China, which cannot be subdued through tit{! oecnpation of a 
few big cities near the coast, The real China lives in the 
villages ; and in the interior of tire count1·y, even the most 
powerful army cannot suppress the popnbr fllrces of rci-;istance 
which drnw power and inspiration from the urg;c of an out­
standing revolution. The Russian experience hmi demonstrat­
ed that a huge country in the throes-of a revolution cannot be 
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-conquered by invading armies. But the condition for a suc­
eess fol resiHtancc to the imperialist aggression in China is that 
the Chinese people mnst be fired with a revolutionnry zenl. A 
revolution at home wifl alone be able to put up an effective 
resistance to, and ultimately clefoat the counter-revolution, im­
ported £~om abroad. In other word!:i, tlic rlcslrur.tion of the 
natirc forces of cr>1t11tcr-revol11t-ion i.~ the coll(/it·ion for the .salva­

tion of CMna as rt free uation. · Ten years ago, the Kuo Min 
Tang refused to face that trnth. The 1·estdt is th,tt, after so 
many years of bloody civil war, China has been dl'iven to her 
present pitiable plight, her existence as a free nation is almost 
at an encl. lt"is to be earnestly hopecl that the _Chinese na­
tionalists will learn from thei1· bitter experience aud will not 
once again fight shy of the revoiution which must succeed if 
the Chinese people is to be re-born ns a free, prnspcrons and 
tJrogressive nation, 

Bombay, 
-January 1938. 

M. N. Roy. 
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CHAPTER I. 

What eventually appeared as a ()l)!itical party with the title 
of the Kuo Min Tang (literally translated:-The People's Party 
of China) had existed cmbryo:iically, in some form 01· other, 
ever since the early 90's of the last century. Neve1·theless, it 
was not until 1919 that the K no Min Tang sought to live up 
to its name. Even then, it did not appeal to the people. The 

post-war world-wide m1,s~ rbvol 1tio:nry m J rn ne·1t re:iched 
China and made the name of Kuo :\[in Tang its own. It trans­
formed the old clique of politicians ~nto a political party. "re 
in India also had a sin1 ilar experience at the same historical 
moment. The National Congres;i ceased to be the Christmas 
gathering of anrnt~nr polWcinn,; a!1d bec:vne a mass movement 
with great revolutionary potentialities. 

It is generally b11t el'l'oneously. believed th1t the Chinese 
Revolution of 1911 took place under the leadership of the Kuo 
Min Tang. As a matter of fact, the Manchu Dynasty fell 
under the unbearable burden of its long-outlh·ed existence. The . 
Manchus simply pas~cd away. They were not overthrown. 
The immediate cause of their downfall was the rebellion of the 
Slinthern Vicernys, themscl,•cs feudal militarist rulers. \Vhat 
functioned as Kno l\Iin Tang i" tho,e days,· entered into an 
unholy alliance with the provincial satrn11s with no other pro­
gramme than to bury the <lead dynasty. Sun Yat-sen was a 
signal failure as the Provisio•ial President of the fictitious re­
public, which was born dead. He ,·ohrntarily made room •for 
Yuan Shi-kai, the rcpre~entative of the feudal-militarists who 

had decided to misrnle China without the l\Ianchus. The pas­
sing dynasty itself nominated Yuan as theit· successor who would 
hold the Empire in trust for them. The Revolution of 1911 did 
not change China in any way c>;ccpt to thrnw her into the 
ruinous vortex of civil war which began with the fall of Yuun 
Shi-kai in 1916, and ha1< not ended as yet. It wa!'l not a revo­
lutionat·y civil w:u·-a new order ruthlessly clearing away the 
debris of the old. It was a ghastly paroxysm of reaction in the 

throes of a lingering death. 
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The Revolution of 1911 wns tragically miscarried, owing to 
tho absence of a political party with a democratic programme. 
The Kuo Min Tang was not a political party. It had no pro­
gramme. Its activities were confined to forming secret military 
cliques. Its tactics were opportunistic. Ever since 1894, its 
pioneers had declared war upon the ~Ianehus. All along, until 
1924 (when the Kuo l\lin Tang for the first time adopted a 
programme) it cond1Lctcd a Quixotic fight against the shadow, 
leaving the substance alone. It failed to perceive that th~ 

Manchus had ceased to rnlc the country; that fo1·ei~n ·imperia­
lism was the real cause of all the evils that cat into the vitals 
of the Chinese society for more than a century. 

At the close of the world war, the Chinese people, for the 
first time, clearly saw the real danger, that of the disinteg;ration 
of the country through the rivaky and intl'igucs of foreign im­
perialisms which had rcd1iccd their sovereignty to an empty 
shadow. Previously, the policy of Sun Yat-sen and his pnrty 
had been to enlist the sympathy and support of the "democratic 
nations of the ,vest1' in the fight against l\Janchu absolutism, 
nnd latei·, the dictator8hip of Yuan Shi-kai. They hnd succes­
sively pinned their faith upon Ame;ica, England and Japan. 
They had learnt nothing from the fact that the enrlier stages of 
the Democratic Revolution in China-the Great Taiping Rebel­
lion arid the Boxer Rc,·olt-wcrc snpprc,;scd not by the Man­
chus, but by the nnitcd forces of the "democratic nations of 
the•,Vest." Had it not been for the support of foreign imperia­
lism, Manchu absolutism and the reaction it stood fot· would 

lrn . .,;·c been swept away by the progrcssi\'e forces germinating in 

the womb of the Chinese Society, and China would have taken 

her place among the modern nations. 
Sun Yat-scn had started his (luixotic fi~ht against the 

shadow of the l\Ianchu l\Iu•iarchy already in 18B4 when he or­
ganized an attempt to ~aptnrc the city of Canton with the aid 
of some military oflicPrs. Yet, the Boxer Revolt, six years later, 
did not interest him. As rc~ards that elemental anti-imperia­
list mass upheaval, his views at that time, wm•p much the same 
as of the forci~n aggressors. He looked upon the primitive 
mass revolt ns an 011tl,nn;t nf fo11atici~111 fomented hy the 
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l\Ianchus. That was the most erroneous interpretation of the 
character and significance of the Boxer Revolt. It wns a wilful 
misinterpretation. 

Before the world war, 8un Y at-sen and his party mostly 
orientated upon Americn. Dnring thl, wat·, they became willing 
instruments of ,Japanese- imperialism, and propagated the doc­
trine of Pan-Asianism, acco1·ding to which Jnpn.n hncl the 
mission of liberating: tlw Eastern peoples from the domination 
of the white race. The Y c1·sailles Treaty was a rndc shock to 
those who pinned thci1· faith to Wilsonian liberalism. China 
was too big a nation to br. placed in the category of "small 
nationalities". So, in recompense for hel' having joined the Wal' 
on the side of the Allies, hc1· tenitory was handed owr to ,Japan, 
in order to secure tlw IattPr's consPnt for thr. p)unclc-r in othf'r 
pnrts of the worlc~. 

The bubble of Wilsonian liberalism having burst, and the sig­
nificance of Japan's "liberating mission" been revealed, the 
Chinese intcllectnals at last recognized the reality of the situ­

ation. The real moycmcnt for national freedom was born. The 
heroism of the Taipings and the martyrdom of the Boxers had 
not been in vain. They had been pioneers of the revolutionary 
democratic movement which, though retarded, could not be 
crnshecl by the combined forces of fol'cign imperialism and 
native reaction. In 191!:l, Chinn euternll into the Inst stage of 
the Democratic Revolntion which is not yet complete. The 
Kno l\lin Tang, that made history, and 81111 Yat-scn as a re,·o­
lntionary lendel' arc peculial' fratures in this still-to-bc-closccl 
chapter of the annals o[ modern China"l" 

A wave of indignntion swept over China to protest agnin_st 

the V cl'snillcs Treaty which ecded the province of Shantu1~g to 
Japan. The protest assiuned the form of the boycott of ,Jnpa­
ncse goods. The ~tndentH and youn~r1· intcllcctnals wrre in 
the fore-front of the m11,·e111c11t whic·h c?mbraced the llHli,8 of 
Rmall traders and artisans :rnd worker~ i11 the cities. Economil' 

t 1 he role of the Kuo J\Iin Tang and that of ils leader have been more 
folly dealt within "Rtvolution and Counter-He,olution in China" by the 
author. Until now published only in Germun, it will ~oon be a1·ailuble 

in English. 
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boycott, being n double-edgecl wenpon, cmrnot be fl biding. The 
traders could not hold on indefinitely and tl1e boycott collapsed ; 
but the anti-imperialist spi1·it was there, only to find different 
and more clfoctivc channels of expression. The need for a poli­
tical party was felt. The moveme11t 11111st be organised and led. 
Hallowed l,y tradition, the Kuo l\Jin Tang appeared on· the 
scene. 'Sun Y at-sen was aec~ain.ed as the ·leader of the move­

ment. 
Ther; was, however, a new leadership in preparation. It was 

not of an individual, b11t of a class, still young, unorganized, 
and but loosely formed. The -pioneer o·f thi;i rising class of the 
proletariat was Chen Tn-hsn, then a prnfcssor of social science 
at the National U 11iversiiy of Peking w hieh was the i11tellcctual 
centre of the new movement. Through his "\Veekly Revic,~" 
Chen heralded the rise of the new reyolutionnry class as the 
only saviour of China, and cal!(\\ upon the young intellectuals 
to join hands with the proletariat. 

Father Confudns had already been dcthronecl, a. quarter of 
a century ago, by the g1·eatest thinker of modern China, Kang 
,v u-wci. Chen garn the national sage ·an honourable burial, 
and exposed the reactionary nature of the ideology of bourgeois 
nationalism, which drew in!:>pirntion from the mythical Golden 
Age. He put social contents into the sentimentalist ideology 
of nationalism. He pointed out that the enemies of the Chinese 
people were foreign imperialism and nati,·e feudalism, which were 
mutually helping each other to oppress and exploit the Chinese 
masset1. He ma<le it clcaL' that the basic feature of the nation­
alist movement was strnggln against imperialism, and that this 
struggle must necessarily coincide with class struggle inside the 
Chinese society--the strnggle of the peasantry ae:ainst feudalism 
and the general strn~(;le against its ugly progeny, militarism. 
That being the case•, organization of the workers and pcn,;nnts 
to enforce theit· immediate <lc11rnnds rnnsL be a conclition for a 
successful 1-;trug[!]e against i111perialism and its native allies. In 
short, Chen Tu-hsu endowed the nationalist movement with a 
re,·olutionary ideology, f<et forth the outlines of its programme, 
and suggested a scheme of organization. Doing this as a Mar­
xist (Conununist), he definitely established the claim of the 



rising proletnriat to the <lominoting position it wns soon to as­
sume in the national democratic revolution. Chen's propaganda 
greatly influcnee<l the students and younger intcllectnals. In 
1920, the Communist Party of China was founded:-

The mo,·cment of -l.9H, caused the clownfoll of the prn-Japa­
nese government at Peking; but it could not make :my fnrthe1· 
hcaclwa)·. Kuo Min Tang branches were formed all over the 
country, particularly in the maritime and the Yangtze provin­
ces. The Kuo Min Tang, as a whole, however, still failed to 
becon1e a political force, giving a definite lead to the mass 
movement. It was still in the throes oi birth. Its leader had 
not yet seen the light. The old leader of a secret society could 
not easily break away from his nnrrow outlook, nnd assume 
the leadership of a political party. 

l\lcanwhiic, the proletariat stepped forward. Between 1920 
and 1922, there ,~ere big sti-ikes in all the industrial 
centres, which were suppressed by the militarist rnlers and 
their foreign patrons with ruthless barb;rity. Hloody reaction 
reigned supreme, making it impossible for the Cpmmunist Party 
to carry 011 its activities. It was forced into a prccnrious illego_l 
existe11ce, limited to the Treaty ports, particularly Shanghai. 
The failure of the nationalists to support the workers in their 
he:roic struggle mnde the Communists bitter against them. The 
Commu11ists condemned the I{uo :Min Tnng as the organ of the 
uationalist bourgeoisie, aml declared that they conkl hnve no­
thing to do with it. Chen Tu-hsn n·fnsed to build upon the 
foundation he himself had laid. .\.t this stagP, the Communist 
International intervened and directed its young section to follow 

'tho right road. · 
In lf)22, Sun Yat-sen liad 111ct rcpresentatiycs of the 

Hussian Soviet Ilcpublics, who helped him to sec the c,·cnts 
of his own country in the proper light. 1-fo at last nndcrstood 
the necessity of reorg:rnizing the Kuo Min Tan~· with such 
a revolutionary democratic 11rogrammc ns would makP it a nrnss 
party. -llnt his whole training 111:1dc it impo:-siblc for him to 
,accomplish the great task by himself. He welcomed the co­
operation of the Comnit~1~ist Pnrty. The Nationalist Govern­
ment of Canton helped a strike of the seamen, au<l allowed the 
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workers to organize themselves in its territories. The policy 
annoyed its military supporters, who, aided by the English 
from Hongkong, tried to overthrow it in 1923. But the Na­
tionalist Government and the Kno Min Tang had now laid a 
new fonndntion. The militarist attack was repulsed and n 
civilian insurrection, organized by the merchant princes, wns 
suppressed. This first success of the Nationalist Government 
paved the way for the rcorganizrttion of the Kno Min Tang. 



CHAPTER It 

The Second World Congress of the Communist lnternntional 
in 1920 adopted the Theses 011 the· National and Colonial 
Questions. It was thereby ·resolved that the Comrunnist 
Parties in the capitalist countries should mobilize the proletariat 
to give every support to the movement for national liberation 
in the colonial countries. It was furthet· resolved that the 
Communists in the colonial countries should support the 

• nationalist bourgeoisie in the struggle against imperialism. 
Acting upon the basic principles of its programme, formulated 
under the persona.I guidance of its fonndet·, Lenin, the 
Communist Intcmntional called upon the world pl'Oletaria.t 
to su11port the Chinese Nationalist Go,·ernment of Canton, 
and directed its Chinese Section to enter the Kuo ]Hin Tang 
with the · object of using it as a mighty weapon against . 
imperialism. 

In recommending these tactics, the Colllmu11ists International 
had no illusion about the class charncte1· of the Kuo Min 
Tang leadership. llnt at the lllOlllt'nt, the anti-imperialist 
democratic forces were rallying under the banner of the Kuo 
Min '.rang. In ordet· to play a dn111inati11g role in the anti­
imperialist strnggle, the pl'Oletal'iat must, be where the 
forces irn·olved in that struggle were gathering. Being with 
them, placing themseln~s always in the forefront of their 
struggle, the Communists were to win the confidence of the 
nutionalist democratic masses. That was the only • wny to 
cyentnnl capture of effcctirn leadership. 

Owing to their heterogeneous social composition, the anti­
impel"ialist forces could not be mobilized on the platform 
of Co11111111nis111. At that 1110111c11t, e\"en the (ll'oletariat, and 
of course the peasantry, could be agitated 11101·c ensily with 
nntionalist than with ela;;;; demand,;. They could not ns yet 
be brought directly within the fold or cYCn under tbe guidance 
of the Communist Pnrty, bnt they· could be formed into 
mass 0t·ganizations 
national revolution. 

under the popular Hag of democratic 
The Kuo .i\Iin Tang could be easily 
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transformed into such a common platform for the revolutionary 
democratic forces, should the ·com111unists enter it, give it a 
new progrnmmc, and participate in its leadership. 

In the fit·st stage of political consciousness, the masses, 
not only the democt·atic middle class but also the young 
proletariat, had accepted the leadership of the Kuu l\Iin Tang 
with acclamation. The influence of mass awakening had 
precipitate.cl a crisis inside the Kuo Min Tang itself. The 
"Old Guard," composed of Confucian intellectuals, ambitious 
_genernls, reactionary officials and representafo·es of the 
Comprndore-j- bom·geoisie, disapproved of what t11ey tqought 
to be "Communist de,·iation" on the pat·t of Sun Yat-sen 
and his younger associates. Socially speaking, there developed 
a conflict between the reactionary big bourgeoisie (more 
reactionary in China, owing to their dependence upon foreign 
imperialism on the one hand and native fcuclalism on the other) 
and the democratic petty b:rnrgcoisie, just in the _ beginning 
of the Prnccss of ra<licalisation. 

It is a lesson of history that, left to themselves, the 
petty holll'geoisic (including the peasantry) cannot outgrow 
the 1·eactionary influence of the big bourgeoisie and, even in 
the best of circumstan<'es, only become an instrnmcnt for creatin~ 
conditions for the establishment of capitalism. Petty bo111·geois 
radicalism dc,·clops into rcvolntionnry Jacobi11i,1m only 
under the l)l'CSsurc of the working class. It Wa!'I the 
iusurrectiou of the Pnri:;ian proletnriat thnt forced the Jncobins 
to _liberate the rcyolution from the influence of Girondism, 
winch until then 11 ,.<l . , f 11 ,. stood as the bulwark 
d f a· . " success u ., 

e en lllg the monarchy and fcuda1 aristocracy. 
1n HJ'l3 · · · Cl . . '" it was clearly the task of the proletariat Ill nna 

to support the radiea] petty bourgeoisie and thereby bring 
about the downfall of the Kuo Min Tang "Old Guard." The 
petty hon l'"eoi · , tl . · f ti , . "' sic, · 1ou~h wcJc0111111 g the co-opernt10n o 1e 
Comruunu,ts ,,·c,., I · I d ) · 

·-' ·
1 c not pre pa red to accept t 1c11· en ers up. 

tWl10Jeaalcr.s nn,I O . I· . . ---~--
and · a,i ,ers actmg as the medrnm of foreign trarle, export 

import. They are a cl f · · · · J • · I' t ex I ·1 t· . ass o p1ras1tes orgamcally tied up wit 1 1mper1a 1s 
P ''1 a ton winch i · . . 

fi d I I O ' u its turn, 1s based up:m pre-capitalist production and 
eu a pun er of the r,easa.,try. 
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The peasant masses, the back-bone of democratic revolution, 
still remained untouched. Even the prolet,iriat would rather 
follow the Kuo Min Tang than the Communist Party. The 
most correct tactics for the Communists in that situation 
was clearly to cuter the Kuo Min Tang, liberate it from the 
reactionary influence of Chinese Girondism and to push the 
pct I Y bourgeois radicals, headed by Sun Y at-sen, further than 
they would go by themselves. 

Under the guidance of the Communist International, its 
young Chinese Section overcame "the infantile sickness of 
ultra-leftism" and adopted the correct tactics. Tlie result 
'was quick and remarkable. 

Sun Yat-sen not only <leRnitely discar<lecl his habit of 
flirtation with the "democratic nations of the "\Vest," but 
denounced their imperialist policy in China. For the first 
time in his 1011g chequct·ed political careet·, only a year before 
his death, he saw things in their proper juxtaposition, the 
substance before the shadow. He declared war upon imperia­
lism as well as upon its hand-maid, Chinese militarism. He 
hailed the Soviet Republic as the only friend of the Chinese 
people and boldly advocated a dose alliance between the two, 
for doing which he was branded as a "Bolshevik agent". 
Defying the opposition of his old allies an<l as3ociates, he 
rippointed a Russian Communist as his chief addser. 

The so-called Reorganisation Conference of the Kuo l\Iin 
Tang took place in 19'.?4. A programme of anti-imperialist 
struggle, worked ont by the Communists, was adopted. It 
also adopted a constitution which was to transform the Kuo 
.Min Tang from a loose opportunist combination of hetel'O­
gcneous elemeilts into a political party of mass composition 
with a centralised leadership. Since the pl'Ogramme was uot 
yet clearly revolutionary (the Com111u1,ists were to blame for 
the defect), and the new constitution was' but n scheme, the 
"Old G nard" did not oppose them. Their object wa!'l tn remnin 
at the helm of the party so that they could mnnocu,-re for 
position and control the radical elements. 

The battle raged 011 the proposition for admitting the Com-
11111nist,; to thc> mnmbership of the reorganized party. The "Old 



Guard" recognized the real foe, uud were determined to keep 
the Communists out. They were defeated. The Reorgauiza- · 
tion Conference gave birth to Chineae ,Tacobinism. A !though 
represented in the new leaclership of the party, the "Old Guard" 
felt thernseh-es vanqui»hcd and withdrew from the party. 
Shifting their Head-quarters to Shanghai, where they were 
favoured with the patronage of foreign imperialism, they 
disputed the authority of the Central Committee, elected at 
the Reorganization (;onference, and denounced Canton as 

the "hot-bed of Bolshevism". In contrnst to the "Red" Kuo 
Min Tang of Canton they styled themselves the "White" Kuo 
Min Tang whose sup1·eme task was to fiQ;ht Bolshevism. The 
Chinese masses, includint:1: the democratic middle class, 
definitely preferred the ''Reel" Kuo Min· Tang,. not beea~'!c it 
was rnd, but because it carried on nu active fight against 
imperialism, le~alised the labour movement in the nationalist 
tcr-ritories and promised the peagantl'y a 20 percent reduction 
of rent. 

The hostility of the big bourgeoisie drove the <lemucrntic 
middle classes closer into au alliance with the Communists. In 
consequence, the latter found themselves in a predominating 
position. Under their influence, the Nationalist Goverment 
of Canton became a re,·olutionary clietatot·ship, and repeutc<ll y 

repulsed the attacks of British imperialism delivered from 
Hongkong. Every worker in Canton was organised, and peasant 
unions were formed throughout the prnvince of Kwangtuug. 
All these were under Communist leadership. A. general strike 
paralysed Hongkong which was blockaded from the mainland 
for the whole rem· of 192G. The strike eommittec, which 
eoncluctecl that great light under the . national flag, greatly 
influenced the policy of the Nationalist Government ; and 
the stl'ikc committee, of eourse, was u11clc1· Communist 
leadenmip. · The ;;uccessful blockade of Hongkong dealt a 
staggering blow to British trade and, whnt was i;til\ wor~c, 
to the prestige of imperialism throughout the Far East. The 
Chinese Coolie came victorious ont of the first trial of strength 
with a mighty foreign power. 

The example nf "ReJ" Canton P[celrilied the wholr l'Ot1ntry 
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The anti-imperialist movement ;;preacl like wild fire. The 

Shanghai proletariat, led by the Communists, was at the fore­

front. The Kuo Min Tang became so popular, and such large 

masses rnllicd under it;; banner that it coulcl no longer be 

suppressed even in prnvinces rnlccl by the most reactionary 
militarists. And the Kuo l\Iin Tang provided the Communists 
with an extensive legal field of activities. Being the most 
active, they came to occupy ;;trategical positions in the local 

branches of the Kuo :i\Iin 'f:irw;. Tims they came in clos~ con­

tact with the democratic masses, whom they brought under 

proletarian hegemony in the national revolutionary strnggle. 

The splendid result of the tactics of united anti-imperialist 

front can be summarized in figures, 

The Communist P
1
arty had been organised in 1920. ~early 

four years afterwards, in 192·1-, it had some 800 members re­
cruited mostly from among the students a11d young intellec­
tuals. The party was illegal, its ver)· limited activities beiug 

con fined to Shanghai. It had little influence on the nationalist 

movement. It had absol11tely no connection with the peasan­

try. Its leadership of the proletariat was more nominal than 

real. Except in Shanghai, it had yery little to do with .the 

labour movement which was spontancO\lS. In two years, since 
the Communists entered the Kuo 1\-Iin Tang, the membership 
of their party rose to ;"i-!,000; and tlw young Communist League 
had over 30,000 members. The Com11111nist Party bC'c:1111e tlw 
undisputed lfader of the Chinese Federation of Labour with 
over 2 million members; and the peasants' unions, formed 

throughout the country south of the Ynngtse, boasted of n 

membership of 7 million;; under Communist lraclC'rship. That 

wns n creditable achic\'cnwnt in two years. 
On the other hand, the Kno JI in Tnng became an a11q­

imperialist mass party counting npon millions of followers. It 
reported a regular membership of more than a million. For 
thirty years, it had lh·a:.ri,?;cd :don!! n prcc:1rio11!l 11omi11al exi:;• 
Lenee, cniragcd in futih! 111ilitn1·y intrigues and di91•n•dit:1bl,· 
opportunist co111bi11alio11s with 1·caetil111ary otliciab. Ln addi­
tion to ambitions gcnernls and disgr1111tlecl officials, rieh rncr­

~untile communities overseas hnd been iti'l source of support 
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The radical students it had but superficially influenced, for it 
lacked any systematic ideology or programme of national revolu­
tion. It had attempted the baffling task of making a synthesis 
of American democracy and Confncian feudal patrinrchalism. 
It had never appealed to the masses. Its actiYities had been 
mostly abroad among emigrants. In short, as an independent 
political for cc, it had counted for little. In every moment of 
action, its name was lent to any promiscuous combination of 
professional politicians. 

Even after 1919, it had not been able to give any positive 
political direction and organizational form to the mass moye­
ment which accepted its lcader~hip. The alliance with the 
Communists put contents i11to its empty, but hallowed name. 
In an incredibly short time it became not only the organ of n 
mass anti-imperialist struggle ; in the yenrs Hl2•.1-26, Canton 
was undoubtedly the base of a great democratic revolutionary 
movement, and the Kuo Min Tang was the · leader of tha.t 
movement. The Chinese masses· could not possibly ha\'e been 
mobilized so quickly in a gigantic revolutionary movement, if 
a popular nationalist platform were not proYided for them. 
And the Kuo Min Tang could not hnn\ become this platform 
except in alliance with the Communists. On the other hand, 
the Communists could not haYe won the dominating position in 
the anti-imperialist national democratic movement so soon and 
so easily except through the revolutionary alliance. The 
alliance was a historic necessity, marking an essential stage 
of the Chinese revolntion. 



CHAPTER III 

But a permnncnt principle should no_t be made of a set of 
tactics, however successful. Unfortunately, this mistnke was 
mnde by the Chinese Communists acting unde1· the guidance 
of their Russian advisers. The"mistake wns detected, but then 
too late to rectify it, and, it tinnily proved to be fatal. 

Once the very necessary anti-imperinlist, revolutionary 
democratic nlliance wns cstnblished, the Communists, who hnd 
previously opposed it, soon made a fetish of it. In their eyes, 
the means appeared to be the end. and the result of · such ma! 
juxtaposition of things wns bound to be the sncrificc of the real 
end. The obiect of the alliance wns mobilisation and organiza­
tion of the musses fol' a l'cvolutionary stl'nggle not only agaim;t 
foreign imperialism, but also against the force;; of native r,!­
action which provided foreign imperialism with a :;ocial basis. 
Xationalist slogans nnd the popula1· nationalist flag had to be 
u.;ed for the pmpose, because of the social and political ·condi­
tions under which the revolution was taking pince. But clast; 
allfagu11-i.rn1 is Ilic uas-is o( nll rcrnl11tio11nrlj ;_;fmgglcs. That is 
clear to the Communists. \Vhe11 the Chinese Communists 
were nd\'ised tu cntel' the Kuo l\fiu Tang with a ,·ery specific 
object, they were not expected to lose sight of the basic foct of 
the situation. 

The cumulative effects of the impel'ialist, pl'imiti\'e-capitalist, 
feudal and patriurchal fol'ms of exploitation were dl'iving the 
great mniority of the Chinese people into a revolt which, in its 
initial stage, was directed agninst foreign imperialism, because 
this stood nt the summit of the Chinese social pyramid. llut 
the growth of the revolt, owing to it,; ycry nature, was bound to 
ncccutuatc class antagonism inside the Chinese society. The 
mo,·en1e11t for national freedom coultl not tJeyc]op without 
i11e\'itably sharpening the class strngglc. As a matter of [act, 
sharpening of the c!ass strnggle was the mighty lc\'Cl' to develop 
the uationnl consciousness of the masses. 

The entire national economy of a colonial country (Cliina is 
a colony. in spite of her sham political independence) being 
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subjected to imperialist exploitation, the smallest demands of 
the workers, (about wages, conditions of· labom· etc.) of the 
peasant;i (abont rent, tenme etc.) and of the urban petty boUl'­
goisie (about· honse rent, taxes, prices etc.) bl'ing them all up 
against the COllllllOI~ enemy. Convcrsrly, the rno,·ement for 
national liberation, promoted in this way (there is no othct'), 
assumes the character of a_ democratic revolution. For, it 
developes by attacking the native parasitic classes (that is, those 
not contributing anything to production, but actually injuring 
it), which exist as agencies of colonial exploitation. 

In order to be effective, the anti-imperialist movement in 
China (as in any colonial country) had to win the support of the 
peasantry. .:'\ow, the peasant masses bear the brunt of colonial 
exploitation ; but it affects them indirectly. The mnltifal'ious 
native agencies of exploitation, present on the spot, arc naturu\ly 
more real to the peasants. Therefore ~hey could not be moved 
simply by the Hlogaus against uucqual treaties, concessions, 
extra-territoriality etc., which directly affected the urban popu­
lation .. The slogans which could agitate the peasautry must be 
such as were not agreeable for the rural ex11loiting classes. In 
the programme adopted at the Reorganisation Conference, the 
Kuo l\lin Tang had promised the peasantry 20 per cent rcclnc­
tion of land rent. The Communists carried that message to the 
villages. The peasants eagerly listened, an<l cnthm1iastically 
rallied un<ler the Kuo l\Iiu Tang flag with the cry-' Down with 
Impe1·ialis111." Peasant unions were formed practically in all 
the villages in the province of Kwangtung to which the juris­
diction of the Nationalist Government was limited in 1925. The 
peasantry were mobilized in mass formations to strike at the 
roots of venetian. Their unions were supported by other 
exploited clcmc11ts of the countryside. The pcarn11t unions laid 
the framework of :t democratic State.* They were quite fit to 

0 lt is believed by some Socialists and Communists in our country that the 
peasant unions were co/1,lively uJ1"l1a1«J to the Kuo l\!in 'la11g. TLat was not 
the case. The peasant unions as well as trade unions WHC albliated to the Kuo 
Min Tang in the sense that, upon their alliliation, their memb~rs antomatically 
became members of the Kuo Min To.ng. They did not have the right of coll,c­
tive repre~cnlation. On Lho other ho.ml, in the vil!oges, 1he oistinction between 
tho peasant union~ aud tl,e local Kuo Min Tang Committees was only formal. 
The membership was common. '1 here was no rivalry between the tw(> organi­
sations. When the conflict arose between the Kuo Min Tang and the peasant 
unions, only the leadership of the lormer was involvtd. In the villages, the 
local Kuo Min Tang Committees, as a rule, sided with the peasant unions. 
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take ove1· the governmeu of the village. But that would imply 
suppression of the resistance that was sure to come from the 
landlords and their Lenchmcn. 1111111<:diately upon entering the 
village, the anti-imperialist movement clarifiecl its social content. 
Its reYolutio11ary democratic essence became palpable. 

The situation in the villages created a new crisis in the 
leading circle of the Kuo :;\liu Tang a11cl the Nationalist Govern­
ment. The leaders of Chinese Gironclism had left the Kuo Min 
Tang on its reorganisation ; but· their agents remained inside 

the higher circle of the reorganized party. They condemned the 

Communists for fomenting schism i11 the nationalist ranks. 
They were fighting for their life. Their social base in the 
village was threatened by the revolutionary awakening of the 
rural masses. The left wing, which controlled the situation, 
wavered. Some of the rabid right wing leader;; were sent away 

from Canton. The Communists feared that the left wing 
nationalists might be ch-h-en back into an alliance with the 
Gil'Onclists. Bnt there need have been no fear. \\\thout- the 
support of the workers, the Xationalist Go\·ernment could not 
last n day. Imperialism was w11iting to take revenge. The Kuo 
l\lin Ta,1g could not retrace the steps it had taken towards 
Jacobinism, unless time fot· the pnrpose was available. The 
mistake on the pnrt of the Comm1111ists gnxc it the breathing 
space. 

The Communists wern terrified by the spectre of the disrup• 
tion of the alliance with the Kuo ~Jin Tang. Less. than two 
years ago, Chen Tu Hsu, as a propagandist, had maintained that 
the Communists shonkl han1 nothing to do with the Kuo l\Iin 
Tang; that an alliance betwcP11 tlw revolutionary 11roletariat 
and the nationalist bourgeoisie was a cleviatio11 from the princi­

ples of Communism. ~ow, he would not allow the peasants to 
_attack patriarchal fenclali:;m, a11d free rnral cc-ono111y from para­
sitic pre-capitali,;t exploitation. He de\"C'loped the novel theory 
of "bronclcning, not deepening tlw 1•pvol11tio11." He maintainccl 
that as long as the revol11tio11 l'Crnained in thc :urti-impt•rialiist 
stage, the elass struggle in tht• village should not be sharpe1wcl, 
for that would weaken tlic nationalist front. 

The thl!Ol'Y was a ele11r negation of th,, object with whi<'li the 
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anti imperialist united front had been formed. The object was 
to mobilize l:u·ger and larger masses in a democratic revolu­
tionary struggle, and to force the radical petty bourgeoisie to· go 
further on the revolutionary way than they would go by them­
selves. \Vhcn the petty bourgeois radicals wavered, it was for 
the Communists to act with resoluteness. That was why they 
were thc1·c. Had the Communists courageously led the peasants 
in the impending attack upon rural reaction, the Nationalist 
Government could not have stopped them. It had no force for 
thnt. It had defeated militarist intrigues, and dealt a severe 
blow to imperialist prestige with the support and active help of 
the workers, organized and led by the Communists. So, it 
would have been forced to s:11\ction the revolutionary action of 

- the peasantry, had it been confronted with an accomplished fact. 
That is how petty bourgeois radicaliim1 acts--ahrny1-1 under 
pressure. Remove or relax the pressure, and it· instantly loses 
its sting, and reverts under the reactionary influence of the big 
bourgeois~. Dnrin.g the French Revolution, the Jacobin C)on­
vention declared the abolition of feudalism onlr aftei· the 
peasants had begun with t·hc job in right earnest. 

The Kuo Min Tang radicals and their Nationalist Govern­
ment would most probably ha,·e sanctioned the victorious action 
of the peasantry, not of course from any re,·olutionary convic­
t,ion. They wonld ha\'e <lo1w so out of eon\'enicnce. By 
sanctioning an act accomplished by the peasantry in their own 
territory, they would haye won the acclamation of the peasant 
masses throughout the country. ;\ year afterwards, when the 
nationalist al'l11y marched no1·thwards, the support of the 
peasantry earried it from victory to victory. How much greater 

and more abiding would have been the dctory had the nationalist 
army eal'l'ied the message of an accomplished agrnrian revolution 
as its basis ! 

The Communists h:n-ing failed in the purpose for which 
they had entered the Kuo Min Tang, incipient Jacobin ism began 
to lo,;c gro11 n<l. lfoaetion, spared by the mistake of the Commu­
nists, did not waste time. It assumed the otferisive, and claimed 
its first ·,·ictim in Liao Chung-hai, the Marat of the Chinese 
Revolntion. Th<'n tlw tide turned definitely. The agents of the 
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right wing asserted themselves. They attacked the Communists 
who were removed from strategic positions. The peasaut unions 
were assailed and destroyed everywhere. To decompo!'-e the 
radical wing entir"ely,· and to liquidate the half-hearted revolu­
tionary policy, inaugurated by the Reorganisation Conference a 
.year and a half before, the Chinese Robespierre, ,vang Chin-wei, 
went, though not to the guillotine, but to forced exile. Sun Yat­
Sen had appointed him his silcccssor to carry on the poiicy of 
friendship with the Soviet Republic, co-operation with the 
Communists and support of the ,vorkers' and peasants' demands. 



CHAPTER IV 

In 1920, the Second World Congress of the Communist 
International hacl adopted the Theses on the Colonial and 
National Questions. At that time, it had 110 direct knowledge 
of the situation in the colonial countries, had no definite revo­
lutionary experience in that vast field. Consequently, it was not 
possible to do more than sketch the general outlines of the pro­
gramme and principles for the Communists to follow there. In 
the beginning, Lenin appeared to exaggerate somewhat the 
revolutionary role of the nationalist bourgeoisie. Approaching 
the problem theoretically, he thought that the bourgcoiseic in the 
colonial countries, like India and China, were bound to play the 
same revolutionary role as was played :in the past by their kind 
in Europe. Others, hnYing more intimate knowledge of the 
relation of classes in those countries and experience of the 
political moycmcut there, disagreed with Lenin. 
He thereupon modified his views. The controversy was not 
definitely settled. Agreement, however, was reached on gchcral 
principles : the Communi-;t International should support 
the struggle of the colonial peoples for national freedom, and 
that could be most effectively done through the revolutionary 
organisations of the oppressed and exploited masses. The 
attitude toward,i the nationalist bourgeoisie was thus not 
definitely defined. They were to be supported as part of the 
colonial people, but the form and extent of tlics upport were to 
be determined with the help of subsequent experience, in the 
light of their position in the struggle for national freedom. 

Later on, the. policy of the Chinese Communists entering 
the Kuo l\Iin Tang was recommended, not with the obfoct of 
supporting the national bourgeoisie on principle, but as the 
mo:it effective means to develop an anti-imperialist revolu­
tionary mass movement. The alliance with the Kuo Min Tang 
was not an cud by itself. It icas a means to the end which ,vne 
to develop the dcmocrntic national revolutionary struggle. 
Obviously, the Co)nmunists' attitude towards the alliance was 
to be elastic. Should the alliance stand in the way of the 
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.revolutional'y mobilization of the masses, it could not be of any 
more use. But precisely this essence of the policy of united 
front was not grasped by the leaders of the Communist Party 
of China and also by their Russian advisel's. The alliance was 
interpreted as unconditional recognition of the revolutionary 
rule of the nationalist bourgeoisie. The criticism of this 
opportunist :ipplication of a revolutionary policy was combated 
as an attempt to revise Leninism. Had not Lenin said that 
the nationalist bourgeoisie was a revolutionary force to be 
suppol'ted by the Communists and condemned his opponents 
as "left Communists'' ? Thel'e should be ·no independent eirn 
mination of the problem ! Authority settled the issue raised by 
the realities of a revolutionary struggle. But Lenin never 
laid down any such categorical ·law. He expressed his views, 
dcfcn<lccl them, but was prepared to modify them in view of the 
insufliicicncy of the materials at hand. 

The mistake of making a pl'inciple out of a policy was 
not given up even after the bitter expel'ience of 1925. It was 
-continued thl'oughout the next year, and finally led to the 
disastrous defeat in 1927. 

The remarkable achievements until 1925 and afterwards 
thl'oughout the following year, notwithstanding the mistakes 
committed in applying it, proved the absohttc correctness of 
the policy. The defeat was due among other causes to the 
opportunist interpretation of a revolutionary policy. The very 
correct and largely successful policy ultimately failed to 
realize its object because of the mistakes committed in its 

application. 
Bein[! a young party, thrown in the midst of a gigantic 

reYolutionary strnggle, the Communist Party of China received 
special attcnti0n of the international leadership, and this, 
owing to pcculial' circumstances, was exercised through the 
Russian Party. Ever since 19~3, the C. P. of China had beeu 

11 nuer I111ssia11 guiuancc. Its leading cadre was trained by 
Hussian Co111111u1,iHts. Therefore, not the Chinese Communists 
but their Russian guidance and advisers should be held respou­
sible fol' the opportunist deviations which led to the disaster of 
19~7. Besides, when it is found that the leaders of a particular 
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section of a centralized world party like the Communist 
International, have !:1ystematically deviated from the correct 
line over a whole period of time, the responsiblity must be 
laid at the door of the international leadership. This has 
either appt·oyed of the deviation, or proved itself incapable of 
functioning properly. As a matter of fact, the international 
leadership actually available to the C. P. of China wa,i incapable· 
and defecti,·e. It put a mechanical and \'ulgar interpretation 
upon the revolutionary policy of united anti-imperialist front, 
and was therefore responsible for the opportunist deviation 
on the pa1·t of the C. J:>. of China. 

Under the gi vcn conditions, it was i11evitable that the­
International should exercise its leadership in China through 
the Russian Party. There was nothing objectionable in th~ 
arrangement. The Russi,'ln Party was bonnd to be the lender 
of the International in the earlier stages of the latter's history. 
Owing to geographical and politicnl reasons, it was all the 
more so as regards the Eastern countries. But the misfort111w 
was that the great responsibility and complicated task of 

· leading the Chinese Communists actually, on the spot, fo)J 

to a number of young members of. the Russian Party having 
no experience of the revolutionary strnggle previous to the 
capture of power._ The talent of the party was occupied at 
home and taken up with the ,Vcstcrn affairs of the Inter­
national. The young incx\Jcrienccd Russian Cnmmunists, 
however, carried with them the imposing authority of the 
leading Party of the International as well as of the Prnlctarian 
State. The Chinese Communists, on the other hand, them­
selves were also too young and inexperienced to be critical. . 
The authority of the representatives of the only party in power 

appeared incontestable and infallible for them. In these 

cfrcu111stanccs, the actual leadership of the C. P. of Chi,ia, 
..}Yer since 19'.!3, was, as a matter of fact, yestcd in a few youth­
ful Russians. They all meant very well-were full of rcvolu­
tion:uy ar<lonr ancl idealism ; but that was not enough. They 
lacked s11llieic11t ideological training, intellectual i11depe11dcncc 
aml political experience. Consequently, with all their good­
will and youthful enthusiasm, they were not fit to perform 
the function assumed by them. 



A.nothct· evil result of the arrangement. was that the C. P. 
•.Jf China grew as a spoon-fed chiltl. It did not learn to do its 
own thinkin_g;. The standard of qualificatiou was the ability to 
imitate the Russians mechanically. To learn from the rich 
•experience of the grbt Russian Revolution and from the 
l1istory of the llolshcvik Party was \'CL')' necessary for the 
young Communists of Ghina. llnt it was ct(ually necessary to 
nnderstand how· to apply the le-,sons effectively to the situation 
-of their co11nt1·y. This rcquil'ed original thinking, and the 
•courage of criticism, which could not thrive in the atmosphere 
,of a hot-house. 

Upon the adoption of the correct policy of revolutionary 
1111ited anti-imperialist front, the C. J?. of China grew with 
~,mazing rapidity. llut its internal maturity lagged for behind 
jts oute1· gl'Owth. 1;1 a verr short time, it found itself in the 
proud position of the leader of a great revolutionary mass 
movement, but, unfortunately/ it was not equiµped properiy 
so as to occupy the position creditably. 

Since 1!}28, the Russian Communists found thcmsckes 
'in an exceedingly delicate. situation in China. Automatically 
they represented two bodies, the respective interests of which 
appeared to conflict in China. As members cf the Russian 
_Conunnni;;t Party, t,lwy n~pl'cscnted th<' International, :111d as 
dtizen~, the ~oviet Hepnulil'. The1·e is no :111t:1~011ism between 
the two ; on the coptr:u-y, the latter is the first conquest of the 
former, itH base of operation. To strengthen it is a condition 
l'or further victory of the international proletariat ; to defend 
it under any condition, is the revolutionary duty of the class­
•conscious workers of the world, and particularly of the Com­
muni:'lts. Still, to combine the functions of the two is some­
times a rather ditficult and delicate task. Such a task the 
Russians had to face irr China. Unfortunately, only inferior 
and i11diffe1·c11t members of the Russian Party were available 
for a taRk, which required the ve1·y best of .Uolshcdsm-clca1· 
revolutionary foresight, firm ideology, unshaken conviction, 
indomitable resolution, unerring sense of reality, ruthless 
regard for facts, a consistent policy and tactical elasticity. 
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The Soviet Republic had entered into a close alliance with 
the Nationalist Govemment of ·Canton. Even previous to that 
it had established diplomatic relations with the reactionary 
government of Peking, and signed with it treaties of agree­
ment abandoning the privileges acquire(/' forcibly by Czarism. 
So its attitude was friendly not only towards the nationalist 
bourgeoisie, but e\·cn to the feudal militarists. As regards the 
]attc~r, the attitude appeared to be inexplicable, and ~vas 
criticized as unprincipled opportunism by ultra-left Communists. 
It was, however, quite explicable, being dictated by two 
considerations, Firstly, to indicate its friendship for the 
Chinese people by establishing friendly relations with their 
Central Government, howevet· nominal. Secondly, to prevent 
the Peking Government from becoming an instrnment of 
international imperialism in an attack upon the Soviet Rcpu9lic, 
and to prevent China from becoming the base for such an 
attack. This second strategical consideration dictated also the 
policy of gi\·fog rather excessiv·e material help not only to the 
nationalist bumgeoisie, but also to the so-called left militarists, 
such as Feng Y u-hsiang for example. The friendship of these 
people was mercenary. Should the Soviet Republic not pay 
for it liberally, it was likely to be tr:insferred to other quarters ; 
and antagonism of these forces would transform China into a 
very <langet·ous base of operations against the "r ot·kers' 
Republic. 

Liberal Soviet support to the nationalist bourseoisie and 
friendly relations with the feudal milita6st~ interfered with 
the correct application of the revolutionary Communist policy 
o.£ the united anti-imperialist front. The young Russians, 
entrusted with the task of guiding.the C. P. of China, did not 
know where to draw the line. They confounded the diplomatic 
manoeuvres; of the -Soviet Republic with the revolutionary 
policy uf the Con11nn11ist International. In consequence, they 
developed the theory : not only the Chinese bourgeoisie (the 
entire class), but even the so called left-militarists were revolu­
tionary factors, which must Le supported uncon<litionally. The 
corollary to this theory was that the proletariat should play 
the second fiddle in the democratic anti-imperialist revolution, 
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which would be accomplished by the nationalist bourgeoisie. 
The tactical outcome of that erroneous theory was the anxiety 
to preserve at all cost the alliance not only with the nationalist 
bourgeoisie, but also with the "left-militarists." .Although 
the most active clement in the anti-imperialist movement, 
the organizers of the rnill:om· of workers aud peasants, these 
Communists, ncvcrthcles;;, became politically a subservient 
adjunct to the Kuo Min Tang-a faithful watch-dog of the 
Nationalist Government, which receiyed more kicks than 
caresses fot· its valuable services. 

That woeful perversion of a revolutionary policy happened, 
thanks to the pernicious practice of unintelligent respect for 
authority. For three fateful years, the 'Russian leaders of the 
Communist Party of China invoked the ghost of Lenin to 
justify thcii- miscarriage of the correct policy, formulated by 
the great revolutionary leader. The standard of Leninist 
orthodoxy was not tbc ability to understand it in its essentials 
and to elaborate the policy only sketched by Lenin. It was but 
to quote him, and that not even always with any regard for 
accuracy. Lenin himself would surely move in the grave, if 
he knew that his orthodox disciples were making of• him a 
prophet, who has said the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. 

Necessary diplomatic manoeuvres ( which occasionally were 
carried a bit too for ) in the interests of the Soviet Republic, 
influenced the policy of the C. P. of Chinn. It came to lay 
more stress on · military combinations than on mass struggle. 
It g:ot involved in the factional light inside the Kuo Min Tang. 
In order to win the confidence of one faction, it omitted to 
press the class demands of the workers and peasants. ,vhile 
helping the formation of the Nationalist Army ( which eventn­
n1ly became a formidable weapon in the hands of the counter­
revolutionary bourgeoisie ) the Communists neglected the 
supreme necessity of arming the masses. In orclet· not to <lis­
turb the Kuo Min Tang and for securing the a<lhesion of the 
se-eulled left-militarists, the Communists restrained the peasants 
from nttncking feudalism. The perverse theory of broadening 
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the revolution before deepening it, ran rampant. Huge masses 
were mobilized under Communist leadership. They helped the 
Nationalist arn~y to victory, and the bourgeoisie to rower ; but 
themselves were brutally suppt·essed in the end, because they 
had not been prepared for the fierce cbss-strnggle that develo­
ped in the midst of the anti-imperialist movement. The Chinese 
Communist leaders acted as they were taught by their Russian 
mentors. They were gi,en more to diplomacy than to mass 
action. 



CHAPTER V 

The short-lived Chinc,;c ,lacobinis111 was definitely .over­
thrown by the counter-revolutionary coup d'etat of i\larch-1926. 
That was 1111 • ominous signal i11dicati11g which way the political 
wind was blowing. The radieal left wing of the Kno Min 
Tang was overwhelmed by the nationalist military leaders. 
Chiang Kai-shck obviously acted as the- agent c,f the big 
bourgeoisie. Hadng gained control of tlw nationalist govern­
ment by his coup d'etat, he began the preparation for an open 
nttack npon the revolutionary mass movement, which had 
nlarmed the nationalist bourgeoisisc 110 less tlrn II foreign 
imperialism :rnd native feudalism. At Canton tlw would-be 
Chinese Napoleon did not feel himself at home. He planned 
to shift the scat of the Nationalist Government to a place where 
it could be freed from the influence of tlw re\'olntionary 

working class and go entirely ovet· to the bourgeoisie :111d seek 
the patronage of · imperialism. Besides, he wanted to increase 
his milit:u·y strength in preparation for tl11· gn)at, ;,trnggle 

ahead. 
The big bourgcoi.sc, aeting thru·ugh agl'nts who still professed 

to follow the policy of ::51111 Yat sen, wc11t O\"l'L" tt, the olfonsive, : 
with the object of wrcsti111r from the p1·olctari:1t the l11!ge111011y 
in the struggle for 11atio11al liberation. Their ;;11(·cess would 
mean defeat of the dcmoeratic rc\·olutio11 without which 
untionnl liberation was not [>OHsiblc. Indeed tlwy would rather 
make peace with imperialism than tolerate the maturing revolu­
tion. They were organienlly comwcted with the in·p-capitalist 
social conditions which were threatened by the democratic 

r11vol11tio11. 

A few months uflct· hi>:1 coup J'ctnt, Chiang; Kni-Hliek begun 
the milita1·y mat·ch towards the north. The Communists whole­
heartedly supported the North Expedition and undertook the 
task of mobilizing the masses to support it. The nationalist 
army was trained by Russian officers, equippe(l with Russian 
arms and financed largely with Russian money. As a matter 
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of fact, without the gcnernus help of the Soviet Republic, the­
North Expedition of Chiang Kai-shek could not fmve taken 
place, and without the vanguard operations of the Communists 
it could not have so easily vanquished the opposing forces. 
The spectacular victory, that made the Cantonese army world­
famons in 19~6-27, was won more by the revolutionnry workers 
and peasants than by the regulm· troops. The military 
campaign itself was planned and actually conducted by a 
Russian Communist ( the ex-metal worker Galen ) with his 
staff of Rtissian officers. The nationalist hero Chiang Kai-shek 
was but the figurehead. 

To help and sup1jort the campaign was a correct policy, 
because it provided the Communists with a much wider field. 
of action, and the opportunity to lead the peasant masses 
actually in the agrarian revolution throughout the Southern 
provinces. That is, the Communists could, if they da:·cd, have 
utilized the ::\'. orth Expedition for turning the table against 
the· bourgcoise, who had planned it to aggrandize themseh es. 
But the Communists again failed to apply a correct policy in 
action. Instead of going courageously to the offensive, in 
mdcr to forestall the counter-revolutionary plan of the bour­
geoisie, they allowed, indeed helped the bourgeoisie to acquire 
formidable military strength, which was presently turned upon 
the revolutionary masses. The fatal mistake was again du£> 
to the false theory about the revolutionary role of the nationa­
list bourgeoisie, and the anxiety to preserve the alliance with 
the Kuo Miu Tang at all costs. It was really tragic to talk 
of the rernlutionary role of the nationalist bourgeoisie, just 
when they Wel'c opening attack upon the revolution · and to, 

defend the alliance with tl;e Kuo :Min Tang when the K.no Min 
Tang was prepuring to break the allince. 

Fol' every 10 guns supplied to the army of Chiang Kai-shek 
not even one was given to the workers. Communists, working 
in the nationalist army as political commissars, acted as 

members of the Kuo Min Tang and did not permit any propa­
ganda to make the soldiers class-conscious, on the ground 
that that would decompose the army. 
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Caught between the advancing nationalist army in the front 
and the insurgent peasantry in the rear, the northern troops 
ran away throwing down their guns. These could have beeu­
seized by the Communists and given to the peasants, thus creating 
a revolutionary army to capture power in the villages anJ 
destroy fcdnalism. That was not done. The nationalist army 
was hailed by the peasants as their liberator, but the troops, 
who were themselves peasants, were not called upon to support 
the demands of the peasantt-y. _ In short, the Communists 
utterly neglected to entrench themselves while the field was 

free for them. 
The theory determining these blunderous tactics was to 

broaden the base of revo!ution before deepening it. Before the 
attack upon feudalism began the peasants must be organised. 
The nationalist army shonl I be helped to bring nil the Southern 
provinces under its control. That would provide the Comnm­
nists with the freedom to organize the peasantry in nil those 
provinces. Then it would be so very easy to overthrow feuda­
lism. That way of reasoning indicated a naive faith in tlw 

revolutionary character of the nationalist bourgeoisie. It wa;­
assumcd that they nlso wanted the destrnction of feudalism. 
In the light of cruel facts, taking place ever since 19~5, there 
was howevet· no ground for that assumption. It was clear 
that the natioualist bourgeoisie were hostile to an agrarian 
revolution nnd were preparing to suppress it with the aid of 
imperialism if necessary. During the North Expedition, one 
after another, feudal militarists joined the nationalist army, 
traniforming it into a forn1idable weapon of countet·-revolutio11. 

The "stormy de,·elopment of the revolution as evidenced by 

the spectacular march of the nationalist army attract~d the 
attention of the entire Communist International to the ChineSl' 
question. It was immediately felt that there was Romething 
amiss. Blunders conuniteed by the leading men on the spot 
were detected. _The extension of the nationalist territories up 
to the Yangtsc, the occnpation of important cities in Central 
China, the imminent fall of Shanghai itself, a new schism in 
the leadership of the Kuo Min Tang, the abnormal inHation 
of the nationalist army through the adhesion of feudal, 
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militarists, the tremendous expansil)n of the mass 
movement and finally the insurrection of the Shanghai prole­
tariat-all these factors, among many other,;, indicated that 
the time had alTived foe a recasting of the Communist policy. 
The relation of classes inside the nationalist rnnks had definite­
ly changed. Class-strngglc had sharpened. Consequently the 
social basis of the revolution must shift and tactics and 
strategy should be rcadjnsted accordingly. The questions that 
prominently ro.se out of the situation were : Could the Natio­
nal Democratic Revolution develop fUL·ther under the lcade1·• 
ship of the bourgeoisie ? Could the class basi:, of the anti­
imperialist united front remain as broad as before ? How 
-could the petty bourgeoisie be detached from the influence of 
the big bourgeoisie ? What should be the social basis and 
from of the Nationalist Revolutionary State'? ,vas the Natio­
nal Rcvulutiou going; tu cease to be democratic because of the 
,defection of the bomgeoisic ? Should the agrn1· ian revolution 
be still delayed for the sake of an alliance, which the bour­
geoisie themselves werc·on the point of breaking? 

These questions wern answered in the comprehensive theses 
adopted by a plenary se;ision of the Executive Committee of 
,the Communist International in November 1926. The subs­
tance of the theses was that the revolution still remained in the 
democratic stage anti. therefore must have an alliance of classes 
for it,; social basis ; that the alliaucu was bo1111tl. soon to 
narrow down to the proletariat, peasantry and the urban petty 
bourgeoisie ; that agrnrinn revolution was on the order of the 
<lay; that the proletariat must prepare to take the offensive ; 
and that the Communists should enter into the Left-Nationalist 
-Oovepunent of \\\1ha11 to transform it into a democratic 
-dictatorship. 

By a<lopti?g the new resolution, the International on the 
·one hand, rejected the view of the ultra-left led by Trot!:lky, 
which demanded an immediate break with the Kuo Min Tang 
and advocated the slogan of the Soviet ; on ti1e other hund, it 
!'epudiatcd the ri,:i;ht opportunism of those who had until then 
,been responsible for. the leadership of the Communist Party 

f China. In the beginuing, Stalin himself was reluctant to 
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agree with the demand for the "Nationalisation of Land" 
formulated in the resoli1tion, but gave in · finally. On his 
insistence I went to Chiua as the representative of the Inter­
national to execute the new policy which was framed largely 
on my initiative. It was also generally known that I had all 
along criticized the opportunist deviations in China and had 
been attacked by those responsible for those fateful mistakes, 
as a "left-Communist" trying to revise Lenin. At the critical 
moment, I was sent to clear the mess, at the eleventh hour. 



CHAPTER VI 

The victory of the Nationalist Army, on the one hand, 
-sharpened the class struggle in the country-side, placing the 
basic issue of the democratic revolution, namely, the agrarian 
question on the order of the day ; on the other hand, it accen­
tuated the factional s.truggle inside the Kuo Min Tang, to the 
extent of endangering its very existence. ,Vhile taking a very 
hesitating atti tudc towards the agrarian question, which in­
volved the overwhelming majority of the people, the Communist 
.leaders were more concerned with the internal struggles of the 
Kuo Min Tang. Even that major issue of an acute revolutionat·y 
situation, they approached from a wrong point-of view. 

There were two sets of antagonisms developing inside the 
Kuo Min Tang : one tcncled to split it horizontally, along the 
line of divergent interests of the various group3 of the bour­
geoisie, the other threatened to split it vertically. To sharpen 
the fit-st set of antagonisms should have obviously been the 
object of Communist tactics in that situation. The great bulk 
of the membership of the Kuo Min Tang were recrnited from 
the oppmssed and exploited classes. The interests of these 
demanded development of the revolution towards the final 
overthrow of imperialist power, ancl complete clestrnetion of 
feudalism. The leadership represented not only the bourgeoisie 
(banket·s, inclustrialists ancl big merchants) but also the landlords 
and the village gentry. A bold im~istcnce upon speedy en­
forcement of the programme of democratic revolution, parti­
cularly, the solution of the agrnrian and kindred problems (grnin 

monopoly, at·bitrary taxation, forced labour, internal customs 
etc.) would surely widen the cleavage between the leadeship and 
the following of the Kuo Min Tang. ~fhe relation of classes 
in the anti-imperialist democratic revolution would change. 
The proletariat would capture the hegemony in that st,ug;g;le. 
The big bourgeoisie would be de finitely ousted from the leaJel'­
ship of the nationalist movement. The social basis or the re­
volution would be narrowed down to a more homogeneous 
alliance of the masses, of the proletariat., peasantry, and the 
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urban petty bourgeoisie. That alliance could still take place on 
the platform of democratic national revolution, and under 
the popular flag of the Kuo l\Iin Tang ; but the effective leader­
ship would pass on to the Communist Party. 

Still terrified the imaginary spectre of a break with the Kuo 
Min Tang, the Communist leaders, under the domination of 
their Russian mentor, l\Jichacl Borodin, entirely failed to per­
ceive t.he perspectiYe of the situation. They stubbornly resis-

"ted the new policy recommended by the International and fol­
lowed Borodin in the old p,Lth of opportunism. In that 
critical moment, when everything depended upon quick 
and decisive action, the International failed to in­
tervene energetically and effectively, so that its resolution 
could be carried out. Its accredited representative was not 
"1lrrned with the power necessary to accomplish the mission en­
trusted to him. The leaders of the Communist Party of China 
formally but half-heartedly accepted the new liue, only· to sabo­
tage it on the command of Borodin who, as the agent of the 
Soviet Government, remained in possession of the material 
rnsources and retained control of the apparatus of commu­
nication, so that true reports of the situation could not be 
promptly communicated to Moscow. It was in the teeth of the 
opposition of the party leadership, acting under Borodin's ins­
tructions, that I parsuaded the Fifth Congress of the C. P. of 
China to udopt resolutions iu confomiity with the new line 
recommended by the Communist International*. But the 
leaders were determined te sabotage them. So, the resolution, 
particularly the one advocating agrarian revolution, remained 
-on paper, unenforced. The leaders acted in a way which 
amounted to a betrayal not only of the peasantry, but even of 
the proletariat. Deprived of the cooperation of the party leaders, 
I was helpless. I could not act except through their inter­
mediary. Urgent actions planned with apparent mutual agree­
.me11t, were 11cglectcd 011 one pretext or nnother. 

Tlic lendc1·s of the Com11111nist Party of Chinn hnd been 
trained in the school of opportunism. They lrnd been taught 

0 The C. I had by now realiserl the need for a. definitely revolutionary l½ie 
to be adopted by the Chinise Communists, and sent ont M. N. H.oy as 1ta 
special representative to Hankow. 
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to make a f~tish of the alliance with the Kuo Min Tang. They­
had imbibed the theory that the democratic natio~al revolution 
must take place nndet· the leadership of the bourgeoisie. For­
two years, they had acted on those lines, approved by the Inter­
national, under the direct guidance of those who appeared to be 
its accredited representatives. Opportnnism had become a 
habit, a tradition, with them and they had been made to acq uirc­
this habit under the tutelage of "Bolsheviks" who appeared to 
incorporate the expet·ience of the gt·eat Russian revolution, and 
who freely quoted Lenin. 

So, the Chinese Communist leadm•g were naturally unable­
to grasp the new policy. which meant a sudden repudiation of 
the line followed until then. It appeared to them like a heresy. 
They had not been trained for such revolutionary ma5s action 
as was now rccommc11ded. They were used to carry on the w01·k 
of agitation, propa:::\"anda and even organization ; but political 
action was the monopoly of the Kuo l\Iin Tang and the Nationa­
list Government. What was· not sanctioned by these leading 
authorities, could not and should not be done ; to do any such 
thing W(,rnltl be tampering with the alliance. So they imagin ed. 

J!'or example, the Party Congress hacl adopted the resolution 
that offensive must be taken on the agrarian front; that tho 
peasants should be led in an attack upon feudalism ; that big 
estates should be confo1cated by the peasant miions, which 
should forth with assume the functions of government in the 
village. Even aftet· this resolntion had been passed by the 
Party- Congress, the leadet· of the party, Chen Tu-hsiu, acting 

1 

under tl1e a<lvice of Borodin, telegraphed to 1\foscow opposing 
the policy. His arguments were: the officers of the Nationalist 
Army all hailed frum the landow,1ing clas,; ; they disap[Jrov ed 
of the programme of agrarian revolution ; and the suggested 
olfensi\·e in_ the villages would turn the army against the 
Nationalist <lo\·et·niuent. This morbid concern for the attitude 
of the military 0 fHcc1·;i ovcrlookc<l the soldiers, who were 
recruited from the Peasantry an<l wo,tl<l have surely welcom ed 
an agrnrian revolution. Besides, the militat·y officers were not 
marking time. They were already Jn the offensive, brutally 
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suppressing the peasant movement, and prepnring an irnmrrec­
tion again'st the Nationalist Government of Wuhan nnless this 
latter openly attacked the Communists. 

The tnctics of the C. P. of China, in the criticnl period of 
November 1926 to July l!l27, were dr.termined entirely by the 
assumption that the Nationalist Government of \:Vuhnn 
represented the radical left wing of the Kuo Min Tang. This 
assumption in its turn, was based upon the fact that the 
Wuhan Government rose ont of the opposition to Chiang 
Kai-shek. In order to win over, i;1 its struggle ag-ai11•t Chiang 
Kai-slick, the support of the masses, particularly the rank and 
file of the Kuo Min Tang, the Wuhan Nationalist i:rroup nrnde 
pseudo-radical gcstnrcs and assumed the fraudulent title of 
the "Left• Kuo Min Tang." It claimed to be the faithful 
standard-bearer of what came to be known as Sun Yat-senism. 
To legalize this claim, so to say, the \Vnhan Group accepted 
the formal leadership of ,vang Chin-wci, and called him brick 
from exile. 

But by social composition, the Wuhan Group wa,; hardly 
distinguishable from the rival faction of Chiang Kai-shek, 
with its scat at Nankin~. Its virtual leadership was ,,csted 
in the feudal general Tang Shen-chi who had embraced the 
nationalist cause recently in its days of triumph. Then in the 
leading circle of the i:rroup sat snc h men afl T::rn Y en-kai. 
Snn-Fo, George Hsu, Eugene Chen and others. Tan Y en-kai, 
a patriarchal provincial satrap since the days of the l\Janchus, 
belonged to the highly conservative old guard of the Kuo :Min 
Tang. Snn Fo, a son of the departed nationalist lender, Suu 
Yat-sen, always belonged to the right wing of the party, and 
bad opposed his father's rndica I deviations. G eorl!C H s'u, 
formerly chaplain of the Christian General Fung Yu-hsiang's 
army, was an eminent conservative dignitary of the Church, 
the first Chinese Christian raised to the Bishopric. The 
mcrcnriai Eugene Chen was a Victorian libernl, if anything 
politically. He wrote flamboyant diplomatic notes on the 
dictation of Borodin, but insisted that, there should be no 
strikes in factories owned by foreigners,. because they disturbed 

his diplomatic dealings. 
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The Communists recognized such a contingent as the ''left 
wing" of the Kuo Min Tang, and staked the future of the 
revolution on such a highly questionable tcnm. The only thing 
in favour of the Wuhan Group was that it npparently maintain­
ed friendly relations with the Communists to the extent of 
admitting two of them into the Government. 

The ,vuhan Group, as it was, did not represent the left 
wing of the Kuo l\1i11 Tang, but it could be transformed into 
a platform for pcth• bourgeois radicalism-an _instrument to 
rally the nationalist rank and file in a decisive fight agninst the 
treacherous bourgeois lendership, and the would-be Napoleon­
ism of Chiang Kai-shck. That could be accomplished only in 
one way : by sharpening the class antagonisms inside the Kuo 
Min Tang, by forcing it to split horizontally. As long as the 
representatives of all the reactionary classes, patriarchal 
officials, feudal-militarists and the big bonrgeoieie, controlled 
the Wuhan Group, it made for a vertical split of the 
Kuo i\Iin Tang, on the line of factional interests. Thcrefo1•e, 
the possible transformation of the ·wuhan Group into 
an instrument of 1·eyolutionary struggle was, in the first 
place, conditional upon the expul~ion of the reactionaries, 
who still sat in its leading circle. From the beginning, 
when its ycry existence <lcpenclcd upon the support of 
the masses, it should have been forced to accept the 
condition, of sa!lctionin~ the enforcement of the programme 
of dernocrati<.: revolntiou. ,At that time, the Communist Party 
had occupied. the position of vantage. The enemy bad been 
driven ont of the Yangtze Valley by the revolutionary action 
of the working class and the urban petty bourgeois masses 
(small trnclers, artisans, employees etc.) before the nationalist 
army occupied it. Hanko,v itself was captured by the 
workers bravely defying the imperialist battle-ships on the 
river. The workers hancled over the victory to Tang Shen-chi. 
The great old Chinese city of W oochang on the southern bank 
of the Y angtzc was recovered by the '"Iron Army" mostly 
officered by the Communist8. The victory was handed over 
to Tang t:ihen-chi for the sake of enlisting the embarrassing 
and discrediting adhesion of that feudal-militarist to the pseudo­
left Kuo Min Tang. 
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Under such circumstances the Communists could have 
-easily dictated terms. It was on the report of these e\·cnts, 
that the ExecutiYe Committee of the International in .Kovember 
1P26 recommended the policy of supporting the \Vuhan 
Go\'ernmcnt and ad\'iscd the Communists to enter it. But 
the :1dva11t:1g:c was thrown away. The Communist Par!v' did 
noi dictate terms ; on the contrary, it restrained the agrari:111 
reyo)ution, so that the ,vuhan Government could secure the 
nclhesion of fcudnl-rnilitarists in its factional fight against 

·Chiang Kai-shck. In other words, tiie Communists helped 
the reactionaries to strengthen their position in the \Yuhan 
Grcinp and ncquire military forces which were before long 
turned :igainst the Communist::: themselves. 

Had the Communists followed up the initial victories of 
the urban masses with a gcncl":11 olfonsive in the villages, the 
-crystallization of a counter-revolutionary army, nominally 

, ·under the flag of the ,vuhan Government, could have been 
prevented, and the latter, in a helpless vosition, might have 
-<Jndorsed a radical programme. That, of course, could not 
be approved bv the reactionaries, who would thus be pitted 
against the nationalist rank and. tile whose support they 
wanted to utilise in their factional fight against Chiaug Kai­
shek. Consequently they would either leave. or be expelled 
from the "'uhan group, and this could become the spear-head 
of the revolutionary rank and lile against the reactionaries. 
The Kuo l\Iin Tang would split along. the line of clac,s 
antagonism sharpeued in its ranks by the development of 
the· rcvolutio n. The reconstructed fighting alliance of classes 
in the national democratic revolution would be more homo­

geneous. The "'nhan Government would become a democratic 
dictatorship-the form of the State to be created by colonial 
democratic revolutions in this epoch of capitalist decline. 

By the time I reached China the game was nearly lost. 
'fhe situation could be saved only by ·quick anJ determined 
nction. That was not possible, when the entire party leallcr­
ship, backed by those who had until then acted as representatives 
of the 1 nternational, were opposed to revolutionary action. 
Accepting the new resolution of the International formally, 
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they however resisted and sabotaged its application. That: 
was tragic, when every day counted, and connter-re,·olution, 

was on the otfonsi,·c. 
Arriving at Canton in the beginning of 192i, I found the· 

Communists still afraid of attacking Chiang Kai-shck, although­
there could no longer be any doubt about his connter­
re\'ollitionary moti\'e. In the province of Kiangsi, occ11 pie<;l 
by his army, peasants and workers were attacked everywhere. 
He was evidently in secret negotiations not only with the· 
Shanghai bourgeoisie, but also with the northern militarists, 
and e,·en the imperialists. ,Japanese envoys had visited him· 
secretly. His army stood inactiYe in the \:ici11ity of Shanghai, 
while the proletariat, acti,;g as the heroic vanguard of the 
army of national revolution, attacked the northern army of 
occupation and defied the formidable concentrntion of the 
forces of international imperialism. He allowed the elite of 
the anti-imperialist strug~le, the Shanghai proletariat, to be· 
butchered by counter-revolution. He did not raise a finger 
to come to their aid. His already known hostility to the· 
Communists was no lon~er hidden. He inaugurated the· 
campaign to purge the Kuo l\Iin Tang of Communists. He· 
swore to destroy " 7uhan, unless the rival nationalist pump 
declared war upon the Communists and suppressed the workers' 
and peasants' rnovemcnts. 

"'ith much di{Jiculty, I persuaded the Communists of Canton· 
to issue a manifesto, in the name of all the mass organisations 
of the city, demancling explanation of the actions of Chiang 
Kni-shek, and giving the slog;an: "Cnll back Wang Chin-,vei."' 
The object of the slogan was to rally the bulk of the Kuo 
Min Tang membership in the strngg]e against Chiang Kai­
slwk's Napoleonism. The Co1111111111ists were very reluctant to­
issue the slogan,becnnse it was the signal for a declaration 
of war against Chiang K:ii-shek. Counter-revolution was 
clearly on the offensive ; still the Communists were not pre­
pared to attack. 

On the way from Canton to -,Vuhan ( this wns the nam'e­
given collectively to, the three cities sit11atecl at the junction 
of the Yangtse and the Han, namely, Woochang, Hankow and 
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'Hanyang) I found that the slogan about the return of Wang 
·Chin-wei had been issued none too soon. In every village, the 
-demand was being put forth in mas~ meetings. In the province 
-of Hunan, the anti-Chiang Kai-shek campaign was in full 
·swing. 

Hunan was the domain of Tang Shen-chi, who Imel become 
the Ge11eralissimo of the \Vuhan aL·my. He had joined the 
nationalist campaign to fish in troubled waters. His ascendency, 

·and occupation of the key point in central China piqued 
·Chiang. Tang Shen-chi on hi,1 part aspired to supplant Chiang 
at the head of the entire Nationalist Army. It was he who 
sec1·<.:tly encouraged the anti-Chiang campaign, first in his own 
province, arid then forced the h,rnds of the \V uhan Government. 
A campaign promoted by personal rivalry, however, secured 
.tremendous popular support, because it corresponded with a 
_po'itical necessity. But the personal element cut across the 
,political reason, and confused the whole campaign, which 
-eventually fizzled out. Sub-conscious class antagonism made 
the campaign so popular. That substance of the campaign 
ne\'er came to th·~ forn. It was the duty of the Communists 
;to develop the campaign on the li11e of class antagonism. They 
had failed to initiate the campaign. Nor <lid they guide it in 
:the right.channel, when it was started. On the contrary, they 
_played second fiddle in the campaign, thus becoming a party 
to the factional struggle between counter-revolutionary 
.militarists. 

Chiaug Kai-shek was not to be fought as an indi\·idual. 
He was the leader of the counter-revolution, He represented 
the striving of the nationalist bourgeoisie to arre;;t the 

prngress of the democratic revolution, because it was bursting 
narrow political limits and was raising spcial problems. But 
.the solution of these social problems, particularly the agrarian, 
was required for the welfare of the majority of the population. 
Thus Chiang Kai-shck stood for the suppression of the 
majority in the interests of a minority. His mission wns to 
set up a military dictatorship as the instrumeuta of tl1e 
feudal-bourgeois ruling clique. All that Chiang stood for was 

,antagonistic to the interests of the nationalist masses, to the 
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sub-conscio;•s motive of the mo,·ement for national liberation .. 
Hence the popularity of the anti-Chiang campaign. The­
campaign failed because its social character remained obscure­
behind factional issues. A_ssuming the fol'm of a duel 
between two rival groups of militarists, it was bound to end in 
the victory of the stronger. 

Chiang's was the stronger side, because it was linanced from 
Shanghai and supplied from abroad. Chiang Kai-shek had 
started on the North Expedition with the object of coming 
within the reach of that dual source of support. UndeL' a. 
revolutionary leadership the Nationalist Hrmy ought to have-

. left Shanghai alone. Having captured the middle Yangtze 
provinces, it should have marched towards Peking tu smash 
northern militarism completely. Then, it. would have been i1L 

a position to close upon the base of international imperiali~m. 
from all sides, and ovenvhelm it without any serious militat·y 
operation, simply by cutting it off from the hinterland. But 
for occupying that strategic position the nationalist forces. 
must entrench themselves by carrying through the agrnrian 
revolutiou, and depend entirely upon the Soviet Hepu1lic for 
supplies. That would be placing themselves urule1· the influncc 
of the revoh1tiona1·y prnletariat, natio11al[y as well as inter­

nationally. 
Chaiug Kai-shek foresaw all that, and made strai~ht in the 

<li1·cctio11 where he was Hlll'l! to be beaten, if he 1·cnlly wa11ted 
to light. No Chinese army co11ld ever capture Shanghai or 
come 11ea1· it, witl,10ut the ;;anction of international imperialism. 
Chiang was allowed to enter ::Shanghai only after he had 
established his counter-revolutionary bona /ides. His first 
act upon 1·eaehing his coveted goal was to massacre the 

Communists and brutally suppress the revolntional'y democratic 
~wvcmept. With Shanghai as hi;; base, linaneed by the 
Chinese bourgeoisie and supplied liberally by international 
imperialism, he could defeat any rival i11 the land, unlesil this 
latter were tlic sttmdnnl-bearn1· of a thornn'!;h-goi11g llemueratic 
re,·olution. 



CHAPTER VII 

Tang Shen-chi, however, was not in a hmry to have au 
actual trial of strength with his stronger rival. He simply 
exploited the sub-conscious revolutionary urge of the masses 
to increase his military strength and es.tablish his dictatorship 
at Wuhan. While Chiang Kai-shek was still struggling to 
establish himself in the lower Yangtzse provinces, the prestige 
of Wuhan rose very high. The Wuhan Government did 
occupy a very advantageous position. It had the backing of 
the revolutionary masses in its own territories, and the sym­
pathy of the nationalist rank and 61e throughout the countt-y. 

Owing to the luck of revolutionary leadership, which under 
the given conditions could only come from the Communists, 
Wuhan could not for any length of time retain the proud 
position of the centre of revolutionary China. Chiang Kai­
shek's welcome in Shanghai, and the establishment of the 
rival Nationalist Government at Na~king cast a shadow upon 
Wnhnn. Finding their prestige on the decline, but afraid of 
risking a decisive fight ,vith the rival, the Wuhan group sought 
cheap military glory. 

Chiang Kai-shck was preparing to march to Peking. The 
Wuhan group decided to forestall him. They thought that 
the 1-!;lory of capturing Peking wonld be g1·cater than the 
occupation of Shanghai. Another renson for the so-called 
8econd North Expedition was to win over Feng; Y n-hsiang, 
who was craftily waitin~ to sell his support to the strnnger side 
and the highest bidder. The main mdtive behind the projected 
military adventure,· however, was to run away from the social 
tasks of the revolution. 1 The scheme was to di,·crt the attention 
of the masses, and have them suspend their de_mancls pending 

military operations. 
The cxecntion of the plan depended upon Tang Shen-chi. 

He wus not at all cager to lca,·e his ba!le in quest of pyn-hic 
victories. He was particularly unwilling; to etfoct the llcsircd 
junction with the forces of Feng. For, in that eventuality, his 
position as the Generalissimo of the "'uhan Government would 
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be jeopardized. Feng would not subordinate himself to his 
command. To bring the powerful army of Feng under its flag, 
the Wuhan Government would most likely appoint him its 
commander-in-chief. On the other baud, Tang 8hen-chi knew 
that Feng was iu secret communication with Chiang Kai-shek, 
and would join fJrces with him, if the Wuhan group delayed 
much in offering him their terms. The alliance of Ji'e11g and 
Chiang would threaten the very existence of Wuhan. Besides 
Tang Shen-chi could not remain idle indc6nitely, i,hould he 
·want to retain popular support. -S"', with mixed feelings he 
approved of the Second Korth Expedition. Bnt he was too 
shrewd to risk his own forces. He placed the Cantonese troops 
at the forefront of the expedition. 

The new military adventure was obviou5ly dangerous for 
the revolution. Its object wm:1 to increase the military power 
of the Nationalist Government, so that it could shake off the 
infl~ence of the masses. Then, on the pretext of war conditions, 
the government would surely apfJeal fo1· peace iu the rea1·, as 
it afterwa··ds did. That· would give the reactionary forces 
time to recover thei1· lost position, and assume the offensive. 

On these grounds I o!Jposed the 11ew military campaign and 
ad\'iscd the Comm 1111ist Party to advocate an alternative plan 
of action. It was to deepen th~ social base of the Wuhan Go­
vernment by can·ying 011 the agrarian revolution in the provin­
ces 1111<ler its control. Concrete measures 1 sug;gestcd were: 
(1) Extermination of the reactiouary forces in the country-side, 
namely, the landlords, money-leuders and the village gentry ; 
(2) Extension of its effective power to the southern provinces 
of K wangtu11g (the original base of the 11ationalists) and Ki­
angsi; and (3) l\'Io\·emcnt of the rcvolutiJ1H1ry troops under 
the actual control or the Nationalist Government Routhward 
with the purpose of helping the realisation of these objects. 

A powerful mass movement had developed in those four 
provinces ( with a total population of nearly 100 millions) on 
the occasion of the march of the. Nationalist Army from Cunton 
to the Yangtzsc. There were about a million· workers an<l five 
times as many peasants organised. General political conscious­
ness was very advanced. Firmly established in these provinces; 
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the Wuhan Government could be almost invulnerable. Havin~ 
taken up the strategic position, it would be able to encircle 
Shanghai from inland, and defeat the combined forces of Chiang 
Kai-shek and intemational imperialism. Mean,vhile, Feng Yu­
hsiang mitd1t be asked to advance eastward to threaten the flank 
of Chiang should he march to Peking- on the Tientsicn-Pukow 
Railway. Holdi11g the Lunglrni Railway, that joins the two 
-trunk lines con nccting Peking with the Y a11gtze Valley, as his 
-base, Feng could press towards the North. That would be a 
bait to keep him away from Chiang-Kai-slick. 

The Communist leaders would not accept the alternative 
plan of action. They argued that ref ll'ml to support the Second 
North Expedition would amount to a break with the "left" Kuo 
Min Ta11g. Borndin prnpounded a defeatist theory. He argued 
that ·wuhan could not be held because the revolutionary forces 
wern very weak. Therefore he advocated that the re111ai11s of 
the ruin must be safely withdrawn to a new baHe -in the north­
west. That was a fantastic prnposition which 1-~vealed • a re­
markable lack of faith in the masses, tragically shared by the 
•entire leadership of the C. P. His other astounding proposition 

was to set a conglomeration of military forces in motion, in the 
hope that something po!iitive might come out of the chaos. 
Fatalism, still another fountain-head of opportuni,;m! The Com­
mu11ist Party bcin~ controlled by opportu11ists, who in the 
rcvolutiouary crisis exposed themselves as such hopeless imbe( 
-cilcs, it would have been a vcl"itablc miracle if the almost 
certain disaster had been a\'erted. 

Even such a miracle could possibly have been worked, had 
the C~mmunist leaders at the eleventh hour shown some under­
standing of revolutionary tactics. Had the \Vnhan Government 
been given clearly to understand that the Commu_nist Party 
would not endorse the military adventure, the plan might have 
been abandoned; for, without the support of the masses, the· 
eampaign could. not. have been undertaken with any hope of 
succe-:s. The Communists still held· the key-position. 1 nsteud 
of .dictating terms ·while they still conl<l do so, they capitulated. 
They called ,upon the masses to euppo1,t a consciou,;ly counter­
r~volutionary military, adventme. Tbe old; theory, of, first·· 
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broadening the revolution, was again expounded. It was 

contended that insistence upon the solution of the agrarian 
problem in the. nationalist tm'l'itories would mean war with 

the Kuo l\Iin Tang. 
I referred the disputed question to Moscow. The answer 

was ambiguous. It was in favom· of doing both the things 
simultaneously: to canyon the military pbn and develop the 
revolution in the territories of the \V uhan Government. Thali 
was an impossibility. It proved to be so in expm·ience, before 

~ll~ . 

As soon as the military operations began, the Nationalist 
Government demanded suspcusion of class struggle in the rear. 
Strikes were prohibited on the ground that any interference 1 

with industry, trade anr1 transport would adversely atfcct the 
supplies for the army, and were therefore connter-rcvolntionary. 
Even anti-imperialist activities were forbidden, on the ple"I. 
that the Nationalist Goverriment could not risk diplomatic 
difficulties whei1 its ar1nies were fighting on the front. 

Extra taxes were levied, and forced loans raised to meet 
the military expenditure. P1·iees soared high in consequence ; 
for, the merchants immediately passed on the bmden of 
taxatioi1 and loans to the masses. On the othm· hand, the 
workers were not allowed to demand any increase of wages, 
in order to avoid industrial strikes. Taktng advantag11 of the 
Aituatio11, cmployern rc<lnccd wag;cH on the patriotic pica of 
economy at the time. of wat·. The wol'kers were a-,ked to 

perform over-time labour as a revolutionary duty. The peasants 
were asked not to hold any stock of rice, because that was 
needed for the nrmy. \Vhat thm amounted to oblisatory sale, 
brought down the price of rice. The pe~sants lost, while the 
grnin merchants lined their pockets. The militancy of the 
peagant movement was curbed on the pl'etcxt that there must 
be soeial poacc in the rear of a revolutionary army. The 
f!Ocial pe:icc gave the landlord'! and the village gentt·y the time 
to prepare tlw attack npon the peasa11tA. 

At the front, fortune did not Hmile upon the \Vulurn Gov­
ernment. Feng Yu-hsiang did not turn out to b~ a very 
agreeable ally. He blocked the road. to Peking, himself being 
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in J!O hul'ry to move. He arrogantly advised the ·wuhan 
group to make peace with Chiang Kai-shek, and, as the 
condition for that, to suppress the Communists and send the 
Russian advisel's away. Fcng's attitude gave Tang Shen-chi 
the occasion to withdraw his. troops back to the base. They 
were· unscathed. The fighting was done by the Cantonese 
troops alone which.were nearly exterminated. 

\Vl1ile the milital'y operations were on, and social peace 
was being preached on patriotic grounds, detachments of 
Tang Shen-chi's army in the province of Hunan rose in open 
revolt. against ·the Nuhan Government. The insurgents 
marched upon the capital without any resistance. They were 
stopped and were defeated in the vicinity of ·w oochang by a 
volunteer corps hastiiy organised by the Communist command­
ant of the city. Thet·e could be no doubt 
th:it the insurl'Cction took place with the sanction of the 
Hunan Generalissimo. It was also discovered that the counter­
revolutionary .officers were at the. same time in league with 
Nanking. 'Yhile passively wait"ing to be overthrown by the 
cuunter-revolntional'y insurgents, the Wnhau Government itself 
ustified their action. It argued that "excesses, n committed by 

the peasantry, were driving the army officers to revol' '·· cause 
they all came from the small lancl-owning families. The Govern· 
ment called upon the Communists to check the "excesses" 
of the peasantry. The call di<l not fall on deaf ea1·s. llorodin 
fulminated agai11st the "ravages'' of the pcasanti'y, and ordered 
his Chinese disciples to help connte1·-rcvolution by checking the 
mil'itancy of the peasants' movement. He raisecl the bogey of 
the break with the "left" Kno l\lin Tang,-a bogey that still 

scare<l the Chinese Commnni;;t leaders into rank opportunism, 
which in that revolution:iry crisis amounted to gross brtray:11 

of the masses. 
Counter-revolution developed rapidly. A few days after 

the defeat of the insurirents under the w:1ll of W ooehang, there 
was a counter-rc\·olutionary COIIJJ 1l' clrtl at Chang,;ha, the • 
capital of Hnnan. This threw the Comm11nists into snd1 a 
panic as deprived them of all good sense. Uncier the instruc­
tions of Borodin, the Communist Minister of Interior and Agl'i-
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<!i.Ilture, Tam Pin-shan, volunteered to go himself to Hunan 
with the object of "correcting the excesses" of the pea-mnts' 

unions. I vigorously objected to the Communists t1ndertaking 
the task of checking the revolutionary action of the peasants, 

in order to placate the reactionary army officcril. I pointed out 
that the suicidal policy of restraining the development of the 
agrarian revolution on the pica of not disturbing the rear when 
the army was fighting on the front, had already enabled the 
forces of reaction to go ov-er to the offensive. Further restraint 
would demoralise the peasants' movement, and encourage coun­
ter-revolution to ·raise its bloody head in the villages. lfot my 
-objection was disregarded. 

Thereupon, I sugge!:lted that Tam Pin-shan might go with 
the instruction that, when 011 the spot, his mission should be 
not to check the "excesses" of the pea,mnts' movement, bnt to 
set up village self-government, investing the peasants' unions 
with the necessary political power. That would be setting up 
Soviets in fact, if° not in name., The peasant unions were the 
rallying ground of the rural oppressed and exploited masses. 
In his capacity as the Minister of Interior, Tam Pin-shan was 
in charge of local self-government and police. The action pro­
posed therefore was within his otlicial competence. Properly 
and courageously guided the peasant unions could easily be­
come basic units of the revolutionary state, disar111 the rowdies 
antl r1111ians in the pay of the land-lords and create a militia as 
the nucleus of a real revolutionary army. 

The rank and lile Commnni,,;ts working in the villages WGre 
eager for such a line of action, bnt they were restrained by 
orders of the Central Committee of the Party. l\Iany of them 

lost patience, aud acted in<lcpendently under pressure of the 
masses. l\lilitary ofliccrs and reactio11ary nationalist leaders raised 
a hue and cry against those "excesses". They were also condemned 
by the Communist leaders, who imagined it to be their rcvo­
lntiormry duty "to correct those· excesses·" Tam .Pin-shnn's 
"'peace mission," h·owe,·er, tlitl not mnterialisc. The counter­
revolutionary insurgents of Chnngsha wonld not let it through. 

It was evident that not only Tang Shen-chi· was behind the. 
·Changsha insurrection; even the "left" Nationalist _Government 
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of Wu'han as a .whole connived at that movement, ostensibly 
directed against itself. F'or, absolutely nothing was done t~ 
suppress the rebellion. The insurgents had a very small force 
at their disposal. A punitive expedition of a , couple of thou­
sand regular troops under reliable officers would have easily 
over-whelmed them. But they were left undisturbed, obviously 
to gather strength and go on with their bloody attacks on the 
Communists and the workers' and peasants' organisations. All 
the leading Communists of the city including two young girls 
were brntally massacred. Trade Unions were suppressed; and 
the political school for the peasants was closed down. The in­
surgents threatnecl to march to ,vnhan and overthrow the 
government there, nnles, the latter sanctioned the snppression 
of the revolutionary WOl'kers' and peasants' movement and 
punished the Communists. 
· The "'uh:m Government looked upon the situation impo­

tently; at heart it was relieved by the tum events were taking. 
It ostentatiously charged its Generalissimo to co1,tl'ol his sub­
ordinatm1, and establish the statn~ quo ante bellwn at Changsha. 
Tang Shen-chi accepted th,i mission, but was in no hurry to 

do anything. 
It was no longe1· possible for the Communists to continue 

playing second fiddle. It would be a criminal and rank betrayal 
of the revolution. I proposed tlmt the Central Committee of 
the C. P. should address an open letter to the Kuo :Miu Tang 
exposil]g the latter's counter-revolutionary crimes of omission 
and.commission. The open letter should be an ultimatum, and 
the signal for a general re\·olutionary offensive, under the 
independent leadership of the C. P. 

Fo1· concrete action, I proposed l. The peasants to be led in 
11.n atlack upon Changsha, supported by a quickly raised irrn­
gnlar army command~d by Communists. and revolutionary na­
tionalists; 2. Strike in the Hanyang arsenal with the demand 
that ~5 percent of the arms and the munitions produced should 
be handed over to·Tradc Unions for the purpose of creating n. 

,Yorkers' l\filitin as a guaretc>c against the counter-revolution; 
3. A mass demonstration in suppor~ of the demand of the 
arsenal workers, to endorse the open lette1· of the Communist 
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Party and to demand that the Nationalist· Government and the 
Kuo l\fo1 Tang should immediately call upon the peasants to 
overthrow the counter-revolutionary insurgents of Changsha, 
and to destroy rural reaction; 4. General s"trike to enforce the 
-dem:rnds formulated by the demonstration. Finally an armed 
uprising to begin with the capt11 re of the arsenal. 

The plan of action appeared fantastic to the Communist 
lcade,s tmined in the school of systematic opportunism. The 
accute revolutionary crisis had totally demomlized them. They 
were seized with panic and defeatism. Instead of listening to 
my arguments in favour of determined offensive, the only credit­
able way out of the situation, they yielded to all the counter­
revolutionary demands of the "]eit" Kuo .Min Tang. The Trade 
Unions disbanded their volunteer corps; even the young pioneers 
(clrilled formations o~ proletarian children) were deprived of 
their stiks; class-struggle in any form was forbidden; and to 
cap the climax of capitulation, tlte Trnde Unions set up tribu­
nals to enforce what was shamelessly called "revolutionary 
discipline." The tribunal punished workers for agitating in 
favour of strikes, riksha carriers for protesting against insuf­
ficient payment and insults by £0 rcigners, boatmen for refusing 
to serve foreign soldiers, volunteers for jeering at reactionary 
traders, and so on and so forth. 

In dcspaire, 1 tried to act over the head of the impossible 
Political llureau (the suprc111e leadership) of the C..:ommuuist 
Party. I demanded a plenary meeting of the Centrnl _90111111i­
ttcc to be attended by local leaders. The demand was opposed 
on the plea that important members of the party could not leave 
their respective posts in those critical clays. The top leaders 
were against the plenary session, because local workers were 
impatient for decisive action, and would have surely endorsed 
my plan. As the last resort, I sought to act with the co­
operation of individunl comra<les, Chinese as well as Russian. 
Galent was fully in agreement with we. Many other Hussian 

t Galen was the chief militar}" adviser to Lim Nationalist'Government. He 
was tho creator of tho cadre of the N ,uiunalist nrmy. AcLmg as tho chief of 
tlie s1aff, ho phumccl tho entire North .Exr;cdition and actually commanded all 
major operations. Ila ving reached the Yangtse through the province of 
Kiangsi, he disapproved of the · advance towards Shanghai advocated by 
Chiang Kai-shek. On instruclione from the Nationalist Government at 
Wuhan, he left the hcadguar£ers of Chiang Kai-shek's army and was staying 
at Wuhan while I was there. 
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comrades had also come round· to my view by that time. But 
nil power was centred in the hands of Borodin, Moscow had 
backed me np politically as against his opportunism. Neverthe­
less, in other respects, he was still left in the controlling posi­
tion, and conscquentl"y functioned as the dictator of the Com­
munist Party. Bein~ mostly his disciple'3, and ideologically 
akin to his way, the top leaders of the C'. P. of China followed 
liim, disregarding repeatedly the instructions of the Inter-­
national, and in defiance of its representati\'e 011 the spot. 

It was possible to rais.~ rm irregular force, Reyeral thousands 
strong, for temporary operations against Changsha pending 
the formatio1~ of the revolntionary army with peasant volun­
te11rs. To secure the services of the improvised force, it was 
necessary to p:ty the troops a month's wages in advance. Borodin 
controlled the purae-strings. In the beginning he promised to 
supply the required money. "'hen all arrangements were made 
inspite of the criminal non-co-operation of the leaders of the 
C. P., and the peasants unions had been instructed to besiege 
Changsha, he failed to keep his promise. Consequently, the 
plan had to be abandoned. The military attack upon the rest 
of the con11ter-rcvolution could not be organised. Bnt all ,vas 
not lost as yet. The peasants, led by local communists and 
reYolutionary nationalists, closed upon Changsha in a semi­
circle. Over 20,000 of them came within a few miles of the 
city meetiug no resistance. In the city itself the counter­
revolutionary force was very small. The workers as well as 
the petty bourgeois masses were prepared to welcome the 
peasants' army. So the capture of the centre of counter­

revolution was imminent. All of a sudden, the peasants began 
I 

to fall back. The conntcr-i·evolutionary troops sallied forth, 
chased the peasants demoralized by the sudden order to retreat, 
and massacred thousands of them. That was a sig11al for a 
general offo11sive of co1111ter-reyolntion thrnuirl10ut the produce 
where the 11easant mo,·emp11t was the strongest .. 

The sudden retrca~ of the peasants, throwing away a sure 
victory at Changsha, was the result of an order, sent out by 
the Communist leadership at Wuhan, without my knowledge. 



I refrain from characterizing 'that act : one is tempted to use­

very damaging terms. 
At Wuhan, there was a demonstrntion, but not with the 

original purpose which was to give the signal for the planned 
insnl'rection. The plan was to declare a one-day general strike 
on the occasion of the· return of the representatives of the 
Government to the Conference with Feng Yu-hsiang at the· 
front. A II the w01·kers of the three cities were to gather at 
the meeting to be addressed by the nationalist leaders. From 
the platform, the representative of• the Commtmist Party was­
to demand action according to the resolution of the party, 
and, the nationalist leaders failing to sanction it, to take them 
prisoners as the signal for the planned iusiurection. Ten 
thousand workers in the nea1·by Hnnyaug Arsenal were ready 
to take possession of it on that signal. But the demonstration 
turned out to be a welcome to the commanders of the 
"v.ietorions" army and the members of the Nationalist 
Government. 

There could not be any bitterer irony of fate. The 
"victorious" commanders, outwitted by the crafty ·Christian 
general, presently wreaked their vengeance upon the foolish 
Communists. The distressing encounter with Feng had 
convinced most of the ·Wuhan leaders of the futility of the 
struggle for supremacy against Chiang Kui-shek who was by 
that time firmly entrenched in the lower Yangtze prov inc cs. 



CH APTER VIII 

The leader of petty bourgeois ra<licalisni, "'ang Chin-wci, 
was in a quaudry. He was a trngic figure, standing helplessly 
on board the sinking ship of national democratic revolution. 
The foolish tactics of the Communists--.Boroclin's policy of 
military combination nndet· Tang Shen-chi-had driven ,v ang 
Chin-wei into the embrace of the reactionary clique. But 
it was diflicnlt for him to turn his coat all of a sudden. His 
position Wi,lS not based upon the control of armed forces ; 
nor had he come to prominence through factional intrigues. 
Ile was the chosen successo1· of Sun Y at-sef1. Democrntic 
radicalism was the basis of hi's trcmc11do11,; populadty. l-le 
could trifle with his political creed inhm·ited from Sun Yat-sen 
~nlY at the risk of his political life. On the other hand, his 
rival to the supreme Nationalist leadership, Chiang Kai-shek 
would neve1· give him any 11trnrtct· unless he foreswore hi~ 
principles. Compromise with Chiang would hasten ,Yang's 

political death. 
Such a figure was not to be disregarded, when every 

available weapon shoulcl be used for what it was worth, to avert 
the disaster which appeared to be imminent. The odds were 
all tuming against the CommunistR who had so vigorously 
disarmed themselves. Besides, the attack was not upon the 
Communists alone. It was against the national democratic 
revolution. So, objectively the urban petty bourgeois masses 
were also under attack. As a matter of fact many rank and 
file Kuo Min Tang members were incmring the displeasure of 

the reactionary ruling clique and actually falling victims to 
the bloody counter-revolution due to their close association 
with the Communists. The slogan of Chiang Kai-shek,-a 
slogan taken up by the reactionaries of "'uhan,-was to purg;e 
the I{uo l\Iin Tang of the Communists an<l thcil' friends. ln 
such a situation efforts should be made for a closer lighting 
alliance with the urban petty bonrgeois masses to resist the 

march of counter-revolution. Such an alliance was still an 

objective necessity, since the national democratic stage of 
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revolution was not yet complete. Should the efforts succeed. 
counter-rc,·olntion might be checked and the situation saved. 

Th~refore, I recommended the tactics of a rapproachment 
with Wang Chin-wei, with the object of detaching him from 
the reactionary ruling clique. He had been much alienated by 
Borodin's "Tang Shen-chi orientation." In personal conver­
sation with n.c he bitterly complained that the Communist-; 
were intriguing with the militarists to overthrow him, although 
he had returned to China on. the addce of the Russians to place 
himself at the head of the Wuhan Government. He told 
the truth. 

His complaint was justifiable. On his way back to China, 
he had passed through l\foscow. There he was promised full 
support of the Soviet Government as wdl as the Communist 
International. Consequently, lie had expected a dill'crcnt :(ttitude 
from the leaders of the Communist Party of China and lloroclin. 
In China, he found himself in a rather equivocal position, 
He was the titular head of the "Left" Nationalist 
Go\'C'l'lllllc11t, which ,ms actually under the domination 
of the reactionary . feudal militarist Tang Shein-chi, 

• who had ioinccl the Kuo l\Iin Tang only the other day. In that 
unem·iablc position he was naturally bitter and wavering. He 
was still the idol o[ the democratic masses. A radical opposi­
tion io ovcl'throw the reactionaries not only in the camp of 
Chiang Kai-shek, but in \Vuhan itself, could not possibly be 
organised except with him as the leader. Therefore, it was all­
irr.portant to restore his confidence and reassure him of the 
support promised in Moscow. I managed to send a radio 
mesi3agc to :Moscow demanding the reassurance. On the other 
hand, to him I proposed a concrete plan of action which should 
be undertaken to re-establish his effective leadership of the 
·wuhan Go,·crnment. He agreed with the plan, provided that 
the necessary help would be forthcoming. 

The substance of the plan was local conferences for setting 
up the platform of National Revolution ; an cmei·gcncy Party 
Conp,Tcss of delegates elected at the local conferences ; endorse­
ment by the emergency Congress of the Platform of National 
Rernlution ; re-election of the Party leadership and exclusion 
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-from the new leadership of nil who did not unconditionally 
-agree to stand on the Platform of National Revolution. The 
main planks in the Platform of National Revolution were: 

-confiscation of landed property o,·m· a fixed maximum limit ; 
;t,0 empower the peasants' unions to carry out the confiscation 
and to distribute the confiscated land to the actual cnlth·ators ; 
freedom of the peasantry from all charges and levies except a 
unitary land ta~ ; · abolition of the W.in (internal customs) ; dis­
:arming of the military forces of the rural rc3:ction ; formation 
-of village militia out of the members of the peasants' unions ; 
investing the peasants' unions with the fonctions of village 
self-government ; nationalization of mines and railways ; eight 
hours day and minimum wages for tlie indnst.t'ial workers ; 
-establishment of workers' councils in factories etc. ; formation 
-of a workers' militia ; creation of a reyolutionary army directly 
•under the :K ationalist GoYernmcnt ; struggle against the trai­
tors of Nanking; and vigorous prosecution of the anti-impe­
rialist light. 

It was almost too late \\' hen the urgently needed reassu­

rance came from :Moscow. l\Ieanwhile, believing that the 
·Communists ha<l betrayed him, "\Va11g Chin-wci had entered 
into negotiations with the right wing, which was clamouring for 
the blood of the Communists to pl'Opitiate Chiang Kai-shek. 
His defection would mean the liquidation of the ,r uhan 
Government and complete victory of the reactionary clilfllC 
allied or opposed to, Chiang Kai-shek. Tang Shen-chi himself 
was in secret communication with his rival, To fool the 
·Communist lenders and to deceive the masses, he made a show 
of sending an expedition down the river against ~anking. 
Borodin was satisfied by that fraudulent move. The real pur­
pose of the moye was to send away the remnants of the Van­
tonern army, which might resist the counter-revolutionary plan 
hatched by the reactionaries of the "Left" Kuomintang at 
,vuhan. 1 thought that at that juncture a final effort must 
Le made to regain the confidence of ,Yang Chin-wei. I com­
municated to him th_e message from ]Uoscow. Though not 
addressed to him, it was obviously meant for him, be­
cause it was a repetition of the promise made to him 
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personally in Moscow. The plan for which the support was 

solicited could not, undet· the given conditions, be carded out 
without his co-operation. Having grown suspicions from bitter 
experience, he wanted to see the message from l\foscow. I 
could not refuse without rnnning the risk of forfeiting his 
confidence so very necessary in that critical moment. llcsides, 
the plnn wn,: already known to him. He had expres~ed his 
a!!reement with it. He wns willing to stand- by his agreement 
if I could produce definite proof that the -necessary help would 
be forthcoming. ".Nobody could be expected to taken fateful 
step without the gesture of confidence demande<l by him. I 
hnd no time to secure the approval from Moscow. Nor <lid I 
think it was necessary· to <lo so. In such a critical situation 
the rcprcsc>ntativc of the Communist International sl1011ld have· 
the right to act on hi8 initinth·c, provided that he actecl accord­
ing to the general line previously agreed upon. I gnve '\Vang 
Chin-wei a copy of the telegram which containe<l a message . 
meant to be communicated to him. 

It is reported that he showed the telegram to his nRsocintes 
who were already in communication with Nankin!!. Tt is a fnct 
that subsequently, in a manifesto justifying hiH cwing over to 
the side of the reactio1:aries, he referre<l to the tele!!rnm aR the 
evidence of Communist intrigue. But it i!'l Rhc>cr no!'lr.nRP to !OllY, 
as it is done by my opponents, thnt the teleg:rnm w11>1 thr. dPci, 
sive factor. The connter-revolntion waR in open offenqiye in 
Wuhan itself many days before the arrival of the tPleirram. 
Associates of '\Vang Chin-wei, known reactionarie!'l likP. Finn 
Fo, Eugene Chen, Tan Yan-kei, truqtcd bv Bnrodin arid the 
leaders of the C. P. of China as Jeft-,~in!!rrR. had comP. to n. 
secret understanding with Chiang Kai-Rhrk and wrrn o•ily 
waiting to take ,v ang Chin-wei along into thc crimp 

0

of the 
counter-revolution. Counter-revolutionary in!'lllJTP.ction!I of the 
troops of the '\Vuhan Government had been tnkiri!! plncr. with 
its sanction, In "\Vuh:m itself, the workers had been di"m·mcd 
and their organi!mtions cmasculate<l with ttw aid and con!<rnt 
of the leaders of the rommunist'Part~'. ,vang Chi11-wC'i lind 
been driven into the arms of his reactionary associnte;; by 
Borodin's opportunist policy ~f backing up the feudal militarist 
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·Tang Shen-c.hi as against the acknowledged lender of the revo-

d t . d bv the foolishness of the lutionnry emocra 1c masses, an J 

leaders of the C. P. of China in foll~wing Borodin while a wiser 
·way was showr;i to them. I only made a. desperate effort to 
prevent the disaster which was imminent owing to t_h~ oppor­
tunism and 1,tupidity of others, also thanks to the failure of 
those at the helm of affairs in Moscow to make up their mind 
quickly and give the categorical instructions demanded by me. t 

The last guarantee thus thrnwn away by themselves, the 
"Left" Kuo Min Tang expelled the Communists and the 
Nationalist Government declared them outlaws. The blood­
thirsty officers of Tang Shen-chi were impatiently marking 
time. They went to the job in right earnest. The sanguinary 
scene enacted by Chiang Kai-shek in Shanghai was repeated 

t Even to-day, there are p~ople in this country who whisper about my 
'·treacher9us action in China which was responsible for the massacre of 
thousands of pcasauts and workers." It is too frivolous and malicious a 
·charge to deserv~ serious attention. No such clrnrge was e,er brought 
against me by any responsible authority. On the contrary, I brought along 
with m~ from China plenty of evidence to back up that charge against the 
leaders of thi, Communist Party of China and the virtual representative of 
the Soviet Go,crnment and the Communist Internation11.l, Borodin. There 
was no massacre of workers or peasants while I was still in China. I ca.me 
there when opportunism had demoralised the forces of revolution and tried my 
best to save the revolution from the betrhyal of those who were ex:pected to lead 
it. The massacre of the masses of Chinese workers and peasants was the con­
sequence of the refusal of the leaders of the Chinese Communist Party to follow 
the path of decisive revolutionary action indicate<l to them by myself according 
to tho resolution which tho Communist International had nclopte<l nlso on my 
initiati,c. The tragedy of n revolution bctrayml is really hoartrm1diug. But 
I was no longer there to witness its bloody consequences. Finally, to expose 
the mendacity of the whispare:! pr;ip·igancla carried. on against me · in this 
country, I challenge those liars to produce oue single sentence from any 
official docum~nt of the CoD1.munist International bearing out the charge they 
bring 3gainst me. After my return from China, I was is Moscow for nearly 

one year, still entrusted with responsible work. Counter-rernlution was 
raging furious in China during that time. Had I bet:.n in the least, even 
indirectly, guilty of any tteacherous act, I would not leave Moscow with my 
bead on my shoulders. As a matter of fact, a joint commission of the Presidium 
off.he Communist International and the Political Bureau of the Commnnist 
Party of the Soviet Un,on, appoi ntccl to receive a report of the happenings in 
China 011 my return, passed a resolution which <lid rather credit Lo me than 
charge me of anything harmful to the revolution. Stalin himself was a 
member of the commission and was the author of the resolution. 
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in the realm of the "left" Kuo Min Tang only £our months 
later. All the Russian advisers, including the great Borodin, 
were ordered to leave the country. 

A month before, the leaders of the Communist Party had 
dcclinc.d to convene a meeting of the Central Committee of 
the party to discuss my plan of offensive which might still 
have saved the situation. But the meeting was called when 
the eonutcr-reYolntion was on the offensive and the party had 
been driven underground. I was still at Hankow, preparing 
to leave the country with a heavy heart. The leaders of the 
Communist Party, haying criminally sabotaged, the week 
before, the very promising plan of insurrnction, I had declined 
to shouldct· the responsibility of representing the Communist 
International any longer. I did not attend the meeting of 
the Central Committee. It was too late to do anything. ~or 
was I asked to attend. That was rather surprising ; because 
I was still the representative of the Communist International 
in China and had not yet rcceiYcd instructions from head­
quarters to leave the country. But report of the proceedings 
of the Central Committee explained the cnrious fact of its 
meeting without my attendance. The meeting had been called 
on the all vice of Borodin to adopt the "Platform of Retreat". 
The party was to beat a retreat without having struck one 
single blow when victory nearly lay at its feet. The platform 
was a shamcfnl document. .lt called for the liquidation of all 
internal struggle, so that the masses could be mobilised only 
on the anti-imperialist front. Class struggle was to be suspen­
ded for conducting the n ... tional strnggle. llnt the plan was 
Machiavellian, and if c;1n-ied out, would have led to more 
disastrous results. It wag to provoke lrnperialism to intervene 
Dlore acti"vcly in Chinn, so that the counter-revolutionary 
nationalists might sulf~r a severe military defeat. To-day 
that scandalous document is not in my possession. It was 
included iu a book I wrote on my return to l.Hoscow, and 
published in Russian by the State Publishing Department. 
Before Ion:.!:, the book was .withdrawn from circu!ation, and 
I was asked not to J)nblish it in any other language. I was 
then in Berlin. On the receipt of that advice, I instant.ly sent 
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back the original English manuscript of the book, containing 
a copy of the "Platform of Retreat" together with stenographic 
reports of the meetings of the Political Bureau of the Comm­
tmist Party of China during the months of my stay there. 

While the Communist leaders were• planning the retreat, 
which was a disgraceful rout, triumphant counter-revolution 
marched ahead. 

Tang Shen-chi hall sent the remnants of the Cantonese 
"Iron Army" llown the Yangtze to attack Nanking. So there 
was absolutely no opposition.to the fierce counter-revolutionary 
offonsive of the "Left" Kuo :Min Tang. The power of resista­
nce of the masses had been broken by the steady disruption 
of their organizations. The Communist leaders were themselves 
responsible fot· the disruptive work. It had been <lone in 
pursuance of their anxiety to placate the reactionary nationalist 
politicians and theit- "left" militarist allies. Prolonged restraint 
u·pon their will to fight had demornlized them. The few arms 
in the possession of the workm·s had been surrendered at the 
order of their Communist leaders. The peasants had ,~ot been 
allowed to act decisively while the landlords were at their 

mercy. They had not been encouraged to capture power in 
the village, thus leaving the reactionary forces intact to tak11 
the offensive at the first available. opportunity. The decisive 
focto1· had been the failure of the Communists to arm the 
workers and peasants, when it could have been so easily done, 
during; the military expedition from Canton to the Y a□gtze. 

Conscl1~iently, when the blow of connter-rnvolntion fell, 
it prnved to be aitogethef crushing. The mass movement 
had carried the nationalists to spectacular victories, bnt when 
it was itself attacked, it showed little powe1· of resistance. 
It had not been consolidated. The revolution had been broad­
ened, but not deepened. Built upon a foundation pnrposely 
left shallow, it collapsed like a house of canls. It was a great 
tragedy. 



CHAPTER IX 

After the tables had been decisively turned after the 
battle had been irretrievably lost, the Communists made up 
their mind to attack, as if in despafr. It was indeed a desperate 
move to begin the olfonsi,·e when all the odds were against 
them. Still, the Communists, acting under categorical ins­
tructions of the International leadership given severnl months 
too late, went over to the offensive. It was a sheer adventm:c, 
and made the defeat a disaster. 

On the war to Nanking, the Cantonese army Tevolted. 
Tlie motive was not re,·olntionary. They were fed up with 
vicarious crusading, and wanted to go home. The Communists, 
defeated and chased out of ,vnhan, siezed upon the mutiny 
of the Cantonese army as a drowning man catches a stntw. 
They reached Nanchang, occupied by the mutineers, a1id 
declared the establishment of the Ilrvolutionary Government 
which, under giyen conditions, was bound to be at the mercy 
of the Cantonese commanders. Nanchang wns a place between 
two fires. It could not possibly be held for any length of tirr.e. 
On one side, it was within striking distance from Nanking, 
the centre of counter-rc,·olution ; on the other side, T1rng 

Shen-chi's army was coming down the river. Until recently 
Nanchang had been the head-quarters of Chiang Kai-shek's 
army. Being u small river port, it had never been the seat of 
of a powerful labour movement. \Vhatever the1·e. wns, had 
been completely destl·oyed by Chiang Kai-shek. The hinterland 
was the province of Kiangsi through which Chiang Kai-shek 
had marched from Canton. He had not al!owed any strong 
development of the peasants' movement ancl hnd supprelilscd 
all revolutionary organisations. The province was occupied 
by his troops. It was a great strategical blundel' to choose 
Nanchang as the base of the belated revolutional'Y offensive. 

Nanchang· had to be cvacuted by the insurrectionary 
army within two week!:!. The Revolutionary Government 
had to follow the army, marching not with any other motive 

than to return home. 



57 

Dislodged from Nanchang, the insurgents could only mo,·e 
southward. In othet· directions, the way was definitely blocked, 
and crushing defent awaited them. They nmrche<l through 
territories infested by countcr-revolutionary troops and inhabi­
ted by a disorganised peasantry beaten to timidity. The 
muvcmcnt obviou3]y had little popula1· suppo1-t. .Although 
the insurgent army did 'not meet any serious resistance on 
the way, it could hardly boast of a victorious march. "'bile 
marching northward through the same territories just a year 
before the :Nationalist army had been acclaimed with tremen­
dous popular enthusiasm. In the course of the march it had 
grown so much that 011 reaching the Yangtze it was many 
times larger than its size at the time of its departure from 
( antun. This was not the case with the inst1rgent army. 
The peasant,',, of cuurse, were not hostile, unless they were 
robbed, which was often the case ( the troops had to be fed ) ; 
but they did not join the insurgents in a11y considerable 
illUmberil. As a matter of fact, rifles, machine-guns and 
munition~ seized occasionally from small clctacbments of the 
<.:ountcr-revolutionary troops, had to be left behind, because 
there were not enough men either to U8C them or to carry them. 
There could be no doubt about the cleplorable fact that the 
1·evolution had been beaten ; the masses were totally clemorn­
lizcd by terror ; and conditions were not at all propitious for 
:1 popular upri!;Jing. Under such circumstances, the tactics 
obviously should be defensive to gather the scattered forces 
for a respite, for recuperating ~evolutionary energy, to use 
all possible legal means for keeping up a popular agitation 
and to reorganise the revolutionary forces in preparation for 
nction in future. 

But the very Communist leaders who steeped in opportunist 

tradition had refos~d to attack when the conditions were 

favourable, became suddenly converted to the adventurous 

theory of offensive .. "Armed Insurrection" nnd •·soviet" be­
came their slogans. To lead a defeated army to attack is 
simply to comt disaster. Jn their morbid eagerness to live 
down their opportunist past, they destroyed the Party itself. 
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Herc again, the responsibility lies with the International 
leadership. For the new policy of adventure was launched OQ 

mandatory instrnctious from Moscow. Those refusing to act 
according to the instructions were summarily expelled from the 
Party. Chen Tu-hsiu was not expelled, because he did not 
oppose acti,·ely ; but he was ren,ovcd from the leadership of 
the Party. I-le had not been treated so, when a few months 
before he :1cti\-ely resisted the policy recommended by the 
International, and successfnlly sabotaged its enforcement. 
Had he been removed then from the Party leadership, as I 
suggested, the situation could have possibly been saved. But 
at that time, the Russian leaders of the· International them­
selves had not yet folly cast off the tradition of opportunism. 
They hasitated at the fateful moment ; the International leader­
ship inclined more towards the oppo.-tunism of Chen· Tu-hsiu 
than its own new policy, half-heartedly formulated. Hence its 
representative on the spot was in such an ambiguous position. 
He was armed with a co1Tect resolution and received formal 
political supp@rt from the centre ; but was given little power 
to act c(foctively. The real power remined vested 111 the 
opportunist leaders. 

It was much too late when the Russian leaders of the 
International recognized their mistake. Eager to save their 
own face by shoving the responsibility on others, they lost theiL· 
sense of proportiQ11. They onlere<l · the C. P. of China to attack 
afte1· it had been thoroughly beaten. an<l dislodged from all its 
positiC\ns of vantage. They gave out slogans of the prnleta 
rian revolution, when the task of the moment was to b1·ing the 
disrupted, demoralized forces of the democr~tic national revo­
lution, nuder the decisive influence of the proletariat. The C. 
P. of China Rad no leader of its own who coulcl guide it with 
a firsthand knowleclge and correct understanding of the situation. 
Before, it had been trained in the school of opportunism ; now 
it was driven to ruinous adventure. The C. P. of China 
growing under the co11eitions of a stormy mass movement 
shouhl have created a revolutionary leadership. But normnl 
grnwth is not possible, when categorical authority suffocates 
independent intrlligcnce. 
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The Nanchang insurrection pro-~ided the rival Kuo Min­
Tang factions ,vith a plausible pretext to bury the hatchet. The 
Wuhan group went into voluntary liquidation, and met the 

victorious Chiang Kai-shek more than half way. To smooth 
over al! frictions and to sa,·e. everybody's £ace, the commaud' 
of the peace parleys was assumed by the cider statesmen. In 
other words, the leadership of the Kno J\lin Tang, its hands 
dripping with the workers' and peasants' blood, betrayal of the 
national democratic rovolution \Vl'ittcn to its credit, reverted 
to the Old Guard, representing the big: bourgeoisie and feudal 
militarists. The counter-revolutiona1·y offonsive begnn by 
Chiang Kai-shek with the coup d'etat at Canton in March 192li 
was victorious. During the intc1·vening year and a half, China 
was swept by a mighty revolutionary upheaval which came 
within an ace of success. 

Confucian taCJtfulncss, that is consumnmtc hypocrisy, of 
the elder statesmen condncted the prodigal son home. ,vang 
Chin-wei went to Nauking which, a few months ago, he had 
sworn to destroy as the noble Roman swore to destroy Car­

thage. The sunendcr of ,v ang Chiu-wei marked the debacle 
of pettey bourgeois radicalism. The re\"Olntionary role of the 
Kuo Min Tang wa,; played out. It became the organ of coun­
ter-revolution, its ffag soaked with the blood of the mass, who 
eyer since Hl23 had held it so proudly aloft. 

No fatted calf, illdecd, was slaughterecl to celebrate the 
prodigal's

0 

return home; but to save his face, his victorious 
rival was sent abroad on a vacation; but he returned ycry soon. 
Wang Chin-wei again went into exile, a disg;rnced and discre­
dited man. His elimination from the united Nationalist Go­
vernment and from the leadership of the counter-revolu£ionary 
Kuo Min Tang rcyealed an irreconcilable class antagonism. 
The petty bourgeoisie were vanquished, and their leaders capi­
tulated; but as an oppressed and exploited class, they had 110. 

place in the camp of the victorious counter-revolution. The 
petty bourgeoisie obiceti,·1\ly remained a rc,·olutionary factor, 
because the democratic national revolution was not yet com-­
pletc. 
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The defeat of a revolution should not be co1_1fused with its 

·completion. One of the basic mistakes committed in China 

was to look upon the bourgeoisie as a homogeneous social fac­
tor. The oppressed and exploited urban petty bourgeoisie wern 
not differentiated from the reactionary big capitalists. Persis­
tent OYer-cstimation of the· rcYolutionary role of the nationa­
list bourgco\sic, mistakenly reckoned as an indiYisiblc whole, 
inevitably lead to a disregard for the importance of the petty 
bourgeoisie in a colonial national revolution. This disreg:__trd 
was partly responsible for the failure of the Commmiists to 
transfo1·m the \\'nhan Group into a powerful leve1· to prnmote 
the national democratic revolution. Later on, it drove the 
·Communists to the ultra-leftist ad,·entiire which isolated them 
from the democratic forces objectively militating against the 
·<lictatorship of the fendal-bom·gcois bloc. That amounted to 
an in<lirect help to the Nanking Government to ~onsolidate its 
precarious existence. 

Instead of going to set np romantic "Soviet Republics" in 
the mountaneous wilderness, the Communists should ha,·e 

organized a clcmocratic mass movement, with the object of 
·overthrnwing the military ancl bureaucratic dictatorship of 
.:"i:i.nking. But o,ving to their mistake of underestimating the 
revolutionary role of the urban petty bourgeoisie in a colonial 
country, they failed to adopt thli policy thut wouh.l have helped 
them to recove1· from the defeat beforn long:, anll to bring the 
final stage of the democratic national re,·olution under effoctive 
proletarian leadership. Democratic revolution accomplished 
under such a relationship of classes could not but be the 
immediate prelude for a deeper social transformation. 



CH.APTER X 

The Communists tried to find a foot-hold at the port of 
Swatow with the help of the insurgent nrmy. 'The peasant 
movement Imel all along been verr strong in the !Jilly track!" 
between Swato}V and Canton. · The revolutionary govcrm:1.1ent 
established at Swatow issued a decree nationalizing land and 
called upon the peasants to confiscate large estates. But Swatow 
was soon assailed from inland, and imperialist battleshi11s 
appeared in the harbour. The Communist,; had to evacuate the­
plaee. They found some support from the peasantry in the 
neighbourhood and declared the establishment of the "Soviet 
Republic." Bnt the "revolutionary" army began to melt away. 
It had reached its nat_ive province. The Holdiers went home ; 
they were sick of army life. 

Finally, the Communists committed the greatest folly. They 
tried to capttir.e Canton. Reaction had reigned supreme at the 
original seat of the nationalist governmeRt, ever since the 
the centre of events moved to the Yangtze valley. The labour 
movement had been suppressed. The revolutionary spirit of 
the democratic masses had broken nuder the ruthless dictator­
ship of the feudal militarist, Li Chei-sun. It was in such 
conditions of depression that an insurrection was staged, hoping 
,that the tl'Oops would come ovel· and the peasants from the 
neighbourhood would march upon the city. A general strike 
wns cnllcd, preparatory to the projected insnl't'ection. Not 
more than 10 to 15 thousand workm·s responded, mostly nve1· 
side labourers. 

The Trade Unions in the city, once upon a time, had a 
membership of 150,000. The general strike was an obvious 
failure. Tho great bulk of the workel'S did not join it. The 
revolutionary proletariat of "Red Canton" had for a year lived 
under bloody terror. Their traditional fightin~ spirit was 
damped. There prevailed a general depression and cle111ora­
lizntion, not very propitious for a revolutionary olfensivo. But 
the local con<litions were not taken into consi<lcration. 
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The leade1·s of the C. P. sitting in far off Shanghai had re­

· solved that there should be an attempt to capture Canton and 
·establish a Soviet Government thern as the signal for .general 
insurrection throughout the country. So the attempt was 
made disregarding all ominous warnings. The po01· response 
to the call for general strike should have opened the eyes of 
the _Communists and persuaded them to post~one the plan of 
.insurrection. The workers were not in a fighting mood. Never­
theless, the plan was pushed. For only three days, the Com­
munists held a part of the city under the Soviet flag. Even 
after the insurrection, and the partial occupation of the city, 
_popular response was lukewarm. The soldiers did not come 
·over to the revolution. The counter-1·evolutio11ary army was 
withdrawn to the suburbs, whence the city was mercilessly 
bombarded. 

In two clays, nearly half of the city was burnt down. The 
counter-revolutionary ruling class woiild raze the whole city to 
the ground, rather than abandon it to the workers. They did 
not want to speculate upon the loyalty of the troops. The city 
-could not be taken without bombardment. The troops were 
not to be allowed to come close to the insurgents. That wa8 
rathei· risky. The soldiers after all were poor, dispossessed 
P~asa11ts, likely to be easily susceptible to re\'olutionary propa­
ganda. 

The expected help from the lJeasantry also did not come. 
The insurgent workers in the city held out for too short a time• 
for the peasants to come to their relief, even if they were pre­
pared for such nction. The Soviet Government was overthrown. 
The Communists rendered an exceedingly heroic account of 
the mselvcs. They went clown fighting as brave martyrs to the 
lost cause. 

The te1To1· tl··1·t foll cl· cl · cl • 1 ·stor•v . . " owe JS unparnllelc rn mo eu1 u J • 

It JS reported that in 10 days more than 30 thousand people 
were slaughtered. Gids with short hair were suspected to be 
Com1111111ist8 a11J were shot dead on si~ht in the streets. llloocly 
vengeance was wreaked also upon the older "Soviet Republic" 
to the North East of Canton. Thousands of peasants were 
hackecl to death simply for being. members of the unions. l'he 
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3.dventure of Canton completed the disaster. Bloody terror 
raged throughout the southern provi,nces, which only a year ago 
had ben a scene of tremendous revolutionary awakening. 

Such a widespread mass movement could be so easily sup­
pressed because it swept only the surface of the country. Re­
action ha<l not been strnck at the root. It simply lay low bow­
ing its head before the storm but vigilantly waiting for the 
opportunity to pounce upon the hated enemy. The opportunity 
earue and counter-revolution raged in mad fury throughout 
the year 1928. It is reported that about 35,000 Communists 
were killed. That. means practical destrnction of the entire 
party, its elite in any case. Ou the othe1· hand, petty bour­
geois intellectuals who had joined the party, in the days of 
revolutionary enthusiasm, left it by thousands under terror. 
The destruction of the party was particularly complete in 
the cities where its social foundation lay. The few surviving 
Communists, still clinging to the ruinous theory of offensive, 
withdrew to the mon11tainous region in .the centre of South 

China. 

Towards the end of 1928, the establishment of a "Soviet 
Republic" and victory of the "Red Army" were reported from 
that·region. The ,::ubstratum of fact behind those cheery re­
ports was the revival of the peasants' movcrncnt. Communists 
placed themselves at the head of that revival aml painted it red. 
But the social character of a movement cannot be changed by 
the mere aftixation of inappropriate nomenclatures. The 
"Soviet State" and "Bell Army" are organs of the proletarian 
dictatorship. They arc created by the proletariat after the 
capture of power. · Peasant reyoJt taking place under the con­
ditions of pre-capitalist poclnetion, with no connection with 
the industrial centres, can create neither a Soviet State nor a 
Red Army. It is a democratic moycment and as such should 
be promoted with the corresponding programme and appropriate 
slogans, c,·en when it is led by Communists. F1·:mdulcnt red 
stamps harm it. They restrict its sweep, terrifying and creat­
ing suspicion in the social elements bound to be drawn into the 
democratic reYolntion. 
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Throughout the yeA.r 1929, the activities of the "Red 
Armies," that is, peasant gnerrilla band'!, increased and the 
establishment of a number of "Soviet Republics" was reported 
from the central region of south China. The peasants had 
cleady not been crushed as much as the workers in the cities. 
The ruin of fenda]patriarchal economy, superimposed by modern 
capitalist exploitation (in the forn of colonial plunder), has 
completely destituted millions of peasants. Previously, these­
provided the basis for milital"ism. Anybody conld get together 
thousands of unemployed peasant, into an "army" which would 
be allowed to feed and pay it~elf by looting. The conditions 
also made for banditry, and piracy along the coast. 

The movement of 1925-27 infused some p:llitic·tl conscious­
ness even into remotest villageg of the southern and central 
provinces. Since thc·n, peas:111t 111:1-,sc~ could be a?;it:ttccl with 
ecunomic demand;, and mobilized into a revolutionary movement. 
This bein_g the condition prevailing· throughout a vast area, 
counter-revolutionary terro1· could be effective only temporal'ily. 
It i;; physically impossible to snppress the de,titute and de3pe­
rate masses over a vast area. It is more so owing to the utter 

absence of means of transportati,m in southern China. To move 
armed forces over hundred;i a•1d hnndreds of miles with no 
railways and no roads is an extremely difficult task. Besides 
the truops the111selvos arn not reliable, when they come too close 
to the instn·~ent peas1111t1-y _ Often troops sent against the­
peasant guerilla bands W(lnt over to them. 

The revival of the peasant uprising assumed gigantic pro­
portions towards tl1e end of l9J9. It surged through the rich 

province of Hunan, spread .,southward well into Kwangtung, 
and extended alur111i11gly to Kiangsi on the East and Kwanirsi 
on the West_ llnt it was checked at Cheugsha the capital of 
Hunan and again thrown bac£. 

The crushing defeat of 19:n destroyed the e(]uilibrium of 
the forcc,i of revolution. The proletariat, owing to gcogrnphical 
position and 11u111erical s111all11csH, waH 111orc throughly beaten 
than the peasantry. The urban petty bonrgeoisio also were 
more demoralized than the peaHant 111nsscs. Conutcr-revolutiou 
consolidated its position in the towns, whereas its victory in the 



65 

vast countryside was partial and temporary. Conseqaeutly the 
peasantry recovered, while the proletariat still lay prostrate 
under the fron heel of counter-revolution, and the urban petty 
bourgeois masses languished in a state of <le111oralizing confusion 
owing to lack of revolutionary leadership. The mighty wave 
of peasant upl'itiing iu 1929-30 found little response in the towns. 
The efforts fo1· a strike of the Railway workers, to prevent the 
transportation of t.roops, foill!d. 

The peasantry by itself can nevel' make a revolution, even 
whe11 lc<l by Communists, unless these function as the vanguard 
of the proletariat (not only in theory), actually engaged -in the 
struggle, occupying the forefront. The Com1111111ist leaders of 
the peasant uprising in rnW-30 were the vanguard ouly in theory, 
the prnletariat lying prostratP, out of the combat. Not operating 
primarily from its social basis, tl1c L'onmrnist Party of China 
ceased to be itself except in 11:unc, just whc11 in HI~!) it was 
establishing "Soviet Republics", creating "Red Anuics" and 
declaring that Chinese Society was in the 01rocs of the · pro­

letarian revolution. .According to the rcp,>rt of its Centrnl 
Committee, by that time the Party ha<l not only recovcrctl from 
the defeat completely ; it had indce<l risen well above the high 

water mark reached in the beginning of 1927. • It claim~<l to 
have a membership of 135.000, obviously a great exaggeration 
unless all the troops of the "Red .Armies" were counted as 
members of the C. P. The Mignilicaut fact, however, was that 
only nbont r,,000 of thut vast membership were in the towns. 
As this latter number included intellectuah; and other rccruit8 
fro111 the petty bourgeoisie, the proletariat constituted only a 
minute fraction of the membership of the C. P. It was further 
ad nitted in the same report, that the party activities i11 large 
industl'ial centres, even in Sanghai, the original home of the 

C. P., were very unsatisfactory. So the C. P. had undergone a 
veritable metamorphosis. It ha<l ceased to be the party of the 
proletariat, and become a peasant party, Still it claimed to be 
leading the prnletarian revolution. It is :i qnec1· lcssou for a 

l\llarxist to lc11,1·11 : n pcmmuts' party leading the prolctariun 

revolution. 
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Under the leadership of the proletariat, actually occupying 
the forefront of the struggle, a peasantH' party can be the· in­

strument for a revolution, but under that relation of classes in 

the revolutionary Htrnggle, 11. pcaimnt~' party doe:-i not come into 
existence. The more advanced J>easantH individually entC'l' the 
party of the proletariat; the peasantry as a class do not swamp 
the Communist Party. \Vlw11 that happens, it is clear that the 
proletariat is not playing itR role. That was the case with the 
Chinese proletariat in l!l29-:30. The defeat of 192i had disabled 
the proletariat. frn111 playing the role of leading the. pca~antry 
in the rcvol11tiona1·y uprising. [n the absence of actual 
prolcta1·ia11 leadership the peasant uprising of 1929-30 was 
bound to snbsidr•. Eventunlly it did so. 

The relation of cla~scs involved in the revolution has 
>1careely changed even now. The equilibrium, disturbed by the 
defeat, will not be re-e;;tablishcd before the proletariat comes 
iuto its own again, and th? Communist Party becomes the 
Party of the Proletariat, not ouly in uame but in composition 
and by virtue of its activities. l!'or this, the adventurous theory 
of offensive 11111st be discarded ; the fact that China is still in 
the stage of national dcmocrntic re,·olution must be recognized, 
and the tactics of the C. P. should be such as to mobilize the 
democratic mas~es nndet· proletarian hegemony. 

Giving up the romantic pastime of setting up "Soviet 
Republics" in inaccessible mountainous fastnesses, the C. P • 
must focus its attention upon the political and industrial nerve­
centres of the country, it must mobilize the proletariat again in 
action. The peasants will be alwayfl there as the vast reserve 
of revolutionary energy. None but the proletariat will ever be 
able to draw upon the reserve, for no other class is in a position 
to solve the agrarian problem of China. 

* ... 

The Nanki11g G ovct·nnH.mt has failed to tackle the agmrian 
problem. It never wanted to do it. But as long as the agnu·ian 
prol>lc111 remains u11soh·ed all its bombastic plans of uniting 
and rnoderni:dug China will miscarry, as has been the case until 
now. The antiquated relations of property in land, and th!,! 
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primitive mode of production associated with it, are ruinous 
for the economic life of the country. Colonial exploitation and 
the prosperity of its native agents arc based upon those ruinous 
conditions which breed militarism as an ugly by-product. The 
Nanking Government is closely associated with all these factors. 
It sought and has received the benediction of foreign imperia­
lism for which a high price has to be paid. The Nanking Go­
vernment is entirely dependent upon the financial support of 
the Shanghai eompradores, the agents of imperialist exploi­
tation. Lastly, the Nanking Government is obliged to leave 
the militarist chiefs absolute rulers of their respective domains 
in order to secure their formal agreement to the unification of 
the country, under its nominal sovereignty. Its victories against 
recalcitrant wai· lords, like1 Feng Yu-hsiang ~r Y cm H si-shan 
have been very costly, but entirely pynhie. 

Feudal economy splits np the vast count.ry into a series of 
isolated local markets, th~ monopoly o,·cr which is rnaiutained 
by military dictatorships. Unification of the country is not 
possible except thron·J h the liquidation of the antiquated feudal 
economy. In other words a thorough!;oing agrarian re,·olutioo 
sweeping clean the stinking debris of the past on which the 

ghostly skeleton of Father Confucius is enshrim•d, is essential 
for national unification and the modernizing of China. Can 
thiH task b11 evC'r accomplished by a g:ov1irnmc11t which rose 
out of the betrayal of the agrarian revolution '! Certainly not. 
The ~a11king Government thrives on the prostrate and 
mangled body of the revolution which alone can bring order 
out of the· chao,: in China. The revol11~io11 is a historical 
necessity. The future of the great Chinese people• depends 
11po11 it. Therefo1·e it can be defeated, but not destroyed. 
It will again march forward majestically,· as soon as the 

proletariat will ha\'e recovered from the clfccts of the 
disastrous defeat, and ,·rcated a IPadership with conrage to 
lcal'II from C'X[lcrit~lll'P. 

.. 
The march of 11\·cnts since these pag:es were written i11 Hl31 

completely bears out their prognostic. For eight yC'ars, the 
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Communist Party heroically fought losing: batt.les in pursuance 
of the misadventure of ~oing over to the offensive immedia­

tely after a crushing defeat. Much romantic and lyrical 
literature- has been produced describing tlw accomplishments 
of the Chir;cse 8oviets and the Yictories of the Red Anny, 
neither of which, howevet·, could be abidin~ either in 1,1paee 
or in time. The accomplishments of a revolutionary 1110\'Clllellt 
are to be judged by other standard;i than heroism. The 
facts that Soviet Republic of China had to be shifte <l from 
place to place. and tlmt · the Red Army occupied u province 
only to evacuate, it before long, prove that the movement 
that the movement could not strike root into the social soil 
of the country, Priu1al'ily, it was guerilla warfa1·c, which is 
not diflicult to or~anise in a country with no• nio<lern lllcanR 

of transportation and with millions of pauperised peagants 
only too willi11~ to be enlisted as soldien1. The reiuarkable 
exploits of the p:rnp111·iscd peasant masses under Conuuunist 
leader~hip only indicate,; the social evil peculiar to C.:binn, 
which 8 lwws that she i1,1 mnch too backward for a Socialist 
revolution. While admiring their zeal, herni,111 and remark­
able military exploits, it must be said that thc8c eight years 
activities of the Chinese Communists did more harm than good 
to Chin:i. U nilic:1tio11 of the country 1111<ler a c<mtrafoicd 
dcrnocratic State i:, tlw primary condition for n «111:cesFJful 
resistance to imperialist aj.!grm1:,iio11 in Chi11a. It., own reactio­
nary ;;ocial oric11tatio11 prevented the .Nationalist Go,•ernment 
of Nanking from accomplishing that t11sk. Bnt the civil war 
also contributed conHiderably to that 111 isfort.11 n<'. of the Chinese 
people. China is not yet ready for a proleta1·ian revolution; 
the Sovid form of Go\'crnment is not suitable to tlui exiHtinV: 

con<litionH. That ,ihould have been clear to the cornmnnists 

Jon!.!: ago. lu 1.hat caiie, the tragedy of the last eight year~ 
·-Id li·tvc been avoided. won · 

;\)read)' in 1!130, whe11 tl11i world was bdug regaled with 
• ·ts about Red ~\ rmie➔ co11q11 eri11f!: province arter prod nee, repor . 

tcstcJ against that romantic a<lvanture. Every Marxist 
I pro . tcd with the conditions in China coul<l soc that it ~vas 
acqtUllll 



foredoomed to colbpse. I :!dvocatcd that the Communist 

Party should abandon military adventures and return to the 

field of political activit.y as the champion of the demand of 

the dc111ocratic nrnsses iuclucling the urban petty-bomgcoisie. 

Guerilla warfare in the more backward parts of the eountry 
was 11ot tlw proper method of combatting the reactionary 
nationalists and the military dictatorship of Chi:111~ Kai-shek. 
The fiC?:ht. 11111st take place throughout tlu, countn·, particularly 

in the im)lorta11t politic:il, industrial :111<l commercial centres. 
To be able to function there as au effective political force, 
the rcvolntionnry party 11111st regain the confidence of the 

urb:m democratic ma,;ses. A National Assembly, elected by 

1111iv1H·s:tl suffrage to frame the Constitution of a Democratic 

State, would be the suitable demand with which a powerful 
popular movcnient could be developed to challeng-e tlw 111ilitary 
dictatorship of Chiang Kai-sliek. l reco111me1J(lcd that «om·sc 
of action alreudy in Hl:?!J. 

At last the Com1111111ists Hecm to have learned from bitter· 
experience. Better lat1) thau never. The new line of the 

party, adopteJ most ecrtainly on the initinth-c of the Commu­

ni8t lnternntional, represents the admission of the failure of 

tlw nclventmc be~UII in 19'.n. llnt while welcoming- this bela­

ted move in the right direction. I must give again a warniug. 
The 11cw line i,; fraught with tl1e dang-er of opportunist devia­
tions. Imleed, 1.l'11d1•11dPs of that nat"un' a.re :ilrc1uly to bo 
noticed. Tlui guarantt!t• agai11<-1t thiH d:111g-er will be found in 

a critics) exa111inalio11 nf the acti\'ities of the Commnnist Party 

of China as wdl as of the Communist lntel'llati!111al timing: the 

critical period of Hl:?fi/Hl::!7. ln those days, opportuni,,t inter­

pretation of the tadictH of united front in the a11ti-i\11fwrialist 

strnf!g)e led to tl11\ lwtrayal of the rnvolutio11 at the critical 

morueut,. That betrayal must be condemned. Tlw respousli­

bility for it should be laid where it belongs. Thli pt'(•scnt 11!:uler 

of the Communist Party of China, :Mao Tzc-t1111, waH one of 
tho:-;c who pcn;istently a11d deliberately »abotaged all plnus of 
rcvolutio11ary action i11 lH:!li/lH'.!7. After l1•11 year» l>f roman­

tic ultra-left adventure~, he does not seem to ha,·c forgotten 
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his opportunist past. The party may again adopt a "Platform 
of Retreat" unless the already visible opportunist tendencies 
are checked. I hope that the leaders of the Communist Inter­
national will guide the Chinese Communists more ell'ectively 
than in 1927, and thereby enable it to come out of a very 
difficult situation, and once again become a powerful factor in 
Chinese politics. 



' 
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