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HISTORY OF INDIA. 

CHAPTER I. 

Effects of the Treaty of Poonal1-Preparation for a 
Pindai'r!J War-Trcacl1cry of the Pcisluca/1-Bat
tlc of Kir!.:ce-Thc Pcisltwah abandons llis Capital 
-A.Jfairs of Nagpoor-Battle of Scetab11ldee-Appa 
Sal,ib defcatecl---Ope11s a Negotiation-Tlic Arabs 
•·csist-- 'l'licy retire into th c Citadel, repel an .Assault, 
and capitulate-Appa &Mb is admitted to terms. 

O~E of tho first consequences of the trcnty of Poo
nuh, as it bore upon the rclntivc situation of the 
English and of the nntivc powers, displayed itself 
in n fresh nrrnngement into which the Presidency 
of Bombny judged it expedient to enter with the 
Guickwnr. The contingent heretofore furnishc1l by 
thnt prince for the defence of Guzcrnt hnd proved to 
be in every respect inadequate. Ile wns now rc
q~ircd, in considerntion of nu exemption from foreign 
~r1bute, to incrcnse his nvnilnble forco by a thousnncl 
infantry, nnd two regiments of cnvnlry. A thorough 
reform, moreover, in the constitution of his military 
cstnblishmcnt, was insistecl on, nncl n nm\' uncl n bct-

YOL. lY. lJ 
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ter frontier-line, which should let1ve the respective 
possessions of the two powers distinct, wt1s required 
t1nd conceded. These 1Lrro.ngements, ILS well ns the 
1Lcqnisition of t1ll tha.t influence which Ila.jce Row 
ha.d hitherto exercised in Hindostt1n and Bundel
cund, proved of essential service in facilitating the 
Jlrojccted opero.tions 1Lg1Linst the PindaITies : of the 
design of which, 1Ls well ILS of the pfon dro.wn up for 
its ILCcomplish.ment, it will be necessnry to give IL 
somewh1Lt more detniled account. 

It will be borne in mind tha.t, during the autumu 
of 1816, there a.rrived from the India House IL 
despatch, in which wa.s conveyed a qua.lified sanc
tion to Lord Ha.stings's plan for the era.dication of 
the predatory system from Centro.I India. The views 
of the court do not, indeed, seem to have extended 
further than to secure an exception on the pnrt of 
their own subjects from the evils of tha.t system ; 
but their wishes were so expressed as to ]e1Lve the 
Governor Genernl in a grent mcnsure fi:ce to _put 
upm! them 1Llmost 1Lny construction which might 
to himself 1Lppeo.r ndviso.hlc. Perhnps no man Was 
ever better qunlified to net with decision in IL case 
whe~·e much might ha.ppen to be left to his own dis
cretion. Lord Hastinrrs hnd louo· ma.de up his mind 
tha~ a Pindarry wa.r 

0

must be ~'t war of extermi
nation ; tha.t not the English only, but tho na.tivc 
po,;crs ought to take pnrt in it ; ancl that the state 
which should refuse to join in nn undertaking, in 
the success of which all were equally interested, 
woul_d deserve to be treated as a public enemy. Ile 
considered thnt the moment had nt length nrri1•cd 
whcu an opportunity of carrying these designs into 
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execution lay within his reach, and he was too pru
dent to permit it to pass unimproved. 

The settlements of the Pindarrics lay chiefly in 
Mulw11, and in tho valley of tho Norbudda ; their 
points of muster were not unfrcquontly at the sum
mits of the Ghauts which lead from 'Mahrn into 
Bundelcund. Lord Hastings resolved to drive them 
in as it were upon thci1' own centre, by operating 
ag'itinst them simultaneously from tho sides of Bc
rar, Kandeish, Btmdelcund, Allahabad, Agra, Raj
pooto.na, and Guzernt. ·with this view he put in 
motion thirty-four ·thousand regular troops of the 
army of Bengal, of which five thousand were cavalry, 
and distributed them into four divisions, with two 
corps of observation. The first or centre division, 
commanded, under Lord Hastings in person, by 
Major-General Browne, was directed to concentrate 
between Kalpec and Etawa in Allahabad. The 
second, or right division, under Mnjor-Gcncrol R. 
Donkin, took post at Agro. ; the third, or left divi
sion, of which l\Injor-General 1\,forshnll wns nt the 
head, occupied a position at Calingm·, in Bundel
cund ; while the fourth, or reserve, placed itself, 
with General Ochterlony, at Rewurre in the pro
vince of Delhi. The two corps of observation again 
were commanded by Brigadiers Hardyman and 
Toone ; the former in the country south of l\Icrza,
poor and Benarcs, the latter in the remote extre
mity of Bahar. At the same time a force of not 
less than fifty-seven thousand men, including five 
thousand two hundred and fifty-five cavalry, was 
callee.! into piny, under Lieutenant-General Sir Tho
mas Hislop, in the provinces south of the Ncrbmlda. 

u 2 
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It was distributeu into six uivisions, including a 
corps of reserve, and took up the circle at V[ll'ious 
J)Oints where the ~?~gal forces hail permitted ~t to 
fail. The first u1ns10n, for example, under Hislop 
in person, was directed to move towards Hoshinga
bnd and Ilurda on the Nerbudda. The seconu, 
under Colonel Doveton, was to mnnceuvre in Berar, 
so as to effect tho double flurpose of supporting the 
first, and covering the Niznm's territories. The 
fourth, of which Colonel Smith had ch11rge, commu
nic11tod in Knndoish, between Doveton ou the right, 
and the Guzerat force on the left ; while the third, 
under Colonel Sir John Mnlcolm, acted as a sort of 
aclvancecl guard to General Hislop. The fifth again 
extended itself along the frontier on the right of the 
first, and had at its he11d Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. 
Adams ; while the reserve, first under Brigadier 
Fritzler, eventunlly led on by General Munro, 
w11tchecl the tlll'n whicl1 events might take, from its 
position on the Toombudch-a. It is only necessary 
to add, thnt the Guzcrat division from Bombay, of 
which Mujor-Geneml Sir vV. Grnnt Keir was the 
commandunt, received ordel'S directly from Sir 
Thomas Hislop ; and that both to the army of the 
Deccan and to that of the Governor-Gener11!, bodies 
of irregulurs were attached, which foll little short in 
their aggregate amount, of twenty-four thous~nd 
men. 

- Orders to effect this disposition of the most for
midable army that ever took the field in India were 
issued so ear~y as the ~onth of June, 1817. A 
variety of acc1clcnts combmcd to hinder tho execu
tion of the plan till tho middle of November ; for 
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the rains were this ye11r unusually protrnctecl ; Sir 
Thomas Hislop was seized with a dangerous dis
temper ; and the movements of one corps depend
ing on the pµ11bility of another, all were kept st11-
tionary till they should be alike in a condition to 
move. Meanwhile 11 v11riety of important ancl deeply 
interesting politic11l negoti11tions went forw11rd, to 
which the representative of the Holkar family, 
Scindiah, Ameer Kh1111, the Rajahs of JeYJlOOr, 
J oudpoor, Oudpoor, and other R11jpoot states, the 
Bundula chiefs, who were wont to p11y tribute to the 
Peishw11h, the young sovereign of Bhop11l, and v11-
rious other princes, were p11rties. These tended 
one 11nd all to the same end, n11mely, to secure, if 
not the 11ctive 11ssistance, at least the passive good 
will of the several potentntes in the impending 
struggle, 11s ,vell as to obtain pledges th11t no shel
ter w?uld be afforded by them to such fugitive bands 
as IDlght escape from Mo.lwa into their respective 
dominions. Not from any quarter, except one, did 
the ao-ents of the British government receive any 
proof° of 11 decided disinclination to accede to their 
propositions. Scindiah alone held aloof, nor was he 
forced into a concurrence with the general plan of 
operations, till after Lord Hastings and General 
Doveton had, from opposite sides, interposed them
selves between him and the Pindarry horde, to 
which, as it afterwards appeared, he had promised 
assistance. 

We arc not going to overload this epitome by 
detailing at length either the process by which ~o 
many rival }lowers were induced to suspe~d thmr 
mutual hostility, or the difficulties with which the 
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first 11ttempts to accomplish that end were beset. 
Some, indeed, came in to the propos11ls of the 
Governor-General merely because they felt con
vinced of their in11bility to resist, while one nt lc11st, 
nnmely, the young sovereign of Bhop11l, rejoiced in 
the opportunity which such proposals nffordcd of 
evincing the sincerity of his regnrd for the Com
pany's friendship. The prevailing motive was, 
however, that which is wont to sway most states in 
their trunsa.ctions with their ncighbours-na.mcly, a. 
prospect, immediate or remote, of bettering their 
own condition. It proved a principle with Lord 
Hastings, for ex11mple, not to interfere in any re
spect with existing interests ; that is to say, he 
would listen to no clnims set up us of old standing, 
bnt avowed his intention of clealing with all his 
allies in the character which they might happen to 
maintain at the moment. Hence to Ameer Khan, 
among others, was guaranteed the peaceable enjoy
ment of a sovereignty, to which his sole right wa.s 
that of successful violence ; a.n acknowledgment 
which ho condescended to a.ccept only a.fter the 
total destruction of that of the llfohrntt[I, powers 
had left him without a chance of successful resist
ance. But we arc anticip11ting. 

We h11ve said that Lord HastinO'S issuccl secret 
orders for the assembling of the 

0

armics of Hin
dostan and the Deccan, so early as the month of 
J uue, 1817. With the preparations thus made, the 
Pindnrries appear to have become immediately ac
quainted, for they spent the rainy inonths in anxious 
efforts-to arrange II plan by which the storm that 
threatened thorn might be met or averted. Their 
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whole disposable force is said to have amounted at 
this time to something short of thirty-five thousand 
men ; nil of them mounted, some of them well 
mounted, nnd not a few respectnbly armed with 
spenrs or matchlocks. But there existed nmong 
their principnl chiefs, Chcetoo, Kururu Khnn, nnd 
\Vasil l\fohummed, a rivalry which even the sense 
of common danger failed to allay, and their delibe
rations led in consequence to no results in the 
slightest degree favourable to the nation. With a 
single exception, indeed-that of Sheik Dulloo, a 
brave but less influential leader, who avowed his 
intention· of joining Trimbukjee-they all came to 
the determination of attempting nothing, under the 
fond but somewhat groundless expectation that the 
Mnhrattas would openly declare for them ere the 
season of active operations should arrive. Thus was 
Lord Hastings left at leisure to matw·e his devices 

·in absolute freedom from insult, and the accidents 
to which we alluded 11 short time ago proved no 
otherwise hw·tful than that they were vexatious. 

The first of the divisions which found itself in a 
condition to act was that of General Marshall, which 
composed, as has been seen, the left of the army of 
Hindostan. Marshall rcnched his place of asscmblv 
so early as the 10th of October, and without wait
ing for the announcement of any simultaneous move
ment, began to push upon Sagur, by way of Punnn 
and Hutta. He had reached the latter of these 
places, when intelligence came in thnt \Vnsil Mo
hummed had passed him to the westward, and was 
committing terrible depredations in Bundclcun<l. 
But this diversion, though well intended, impeded 
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not the progress of the cnmpaign, inasmuch us there 
reruo.ined force enough, with the divisions in the 
reo.r, to render every attempt of the kind innocuous. 
A brigade of cavalry under Major Curuming, de
tached froru Lord Hastings's corps, soon cleared the 
country of the mo.rnuders, after which it took post 
at Jryta, whence it was coo.bled at the sume time to 
guard ugainst 11 repetition of the visit, und to keep 
open Mnrshull's communicutions with the rear. 

On the 10th of November, Lord Hastings joined 
his columns ; und Hislop, now restored to pe1fect 
health, established his head-quarters at Hurcla. 
Malcolm, too, was in tho valley of the Nerbuddu; 
and the Guzornt corps, made uwaro that active ope
rations were at hand, closed up to Dohuncl, for the 
purpose of taking part in them, when information 
was received of the occun-ence of events at Poonah 
which caused II temporary change in the disposi
tions of a portion of the army. Anticipations, 
which l\fr. Elphinstone never ceused to entcrtuin, 
were shown to huve been from tho first woll 
grounded. The Peishwah had o.t length thrown 
o.side the musk, o.nd the wo.r was seen to be, not 
with the freebooters nlone, but with tho ncknow
leclged lord of the M11hratt11 confederacy. How 
this came about 11 few words will suffice to explain. 

With tho treaty of Poonuh, forced upoi;i him by 
an inovituble necessity, the Peishwah wus, us might 
have been unticiputed, exceedingly displeusccl. Not 
even when in the net of excfomging ratifications did 
he condescend to disguise the feeling ; and his ab
rupt rcruoval froru Poonuh immedintoly afterwards 
fully confirmed the suspicions which his previous 
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deportment had excited. Under these circumstances, 
l\Ir. Elphinstone had ventured to suggest that a 
watchful eye should be kept upon his proceedings, 
and that there should be left in the vicinity of the 
capital a force capable of overawing any movement 
into which wounded pride or mistaken views of am
bition might lead him. It was proposed, indeed, 
that Smith's division should not march to the fron
tier ; but Sir John 11'falcolm, having visited tho 
Peishwah early in August, brought back a report so 
favourable, that l\:fr. Elphinstone either was, or 
seemed to be, shaken in his opinions. The conse
quence was, that every disposable man, including a 
large. portion of the subsidiary force, was nmrched 
to the borders of 1\folwa, while the presidency was 
left to the protection of three battalions of sepoys, of 
a corps of irregulars under Major Ford, and of one 
wing of the Bombay European regiment, which did 
not reach Poonah till after hostilities began. 

"\,Vbilc the British government acted with so much 
either of rashness or inconsideration, the Pcishwah 
was busily engaged in bringing to a point that con
federacy which he had so long and so zealously 
laboured to effect. He availed himself likewise of 
certain engagements into which the English had 
entered, to demand from them at this particular 
juncture the employment in his service of u portion 
of the corps which had assembled under General 
Fritzler on the Toombuddra. There was a cp,se of 
disputed succession in Soondoor, one of the princi
palities in the southern l\fahrutta country, which 
owed dlegiance to the Peishwah ; and the English 
having undertaken to settle it, he now callc<l upon 
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them to fulfil their pledge. They coulcl not, with 
any show of justice, refuse to do so ; nnd Colonel 
Munro wns, in consequence, directed to march 
against the fortress in which the claimant opposed 
to his highness's views held his court. But this, 
though it served pnrtially to embnrrnss the general 
plnn, by placing a weak corps in a situation alto
gether isolated, was not the only expedient which 
the Pcishwah adopted with II view to harass his 
hated allies. He returnc,l to the capital in the end 
of September, and began immc1liatcly to prepare 
for that blow which he hnd some weeks previously 
desired to strike, but from striking which his fears 
continued to restrain him. 

We hove said, that during nn interview which he 
obtained with the Peishwah in the month of August, 
Sir John Malcolm received of his designs an im. 
pression so favourable, that Smith's division, which 
hnd hitherto lingered in the vicinity of Poonnh, was 
immccliatcly pushed to the front. Another, and, 
under existing circumstances, o. not less unfovoura?lc 
result o.ttcnded this conference. The forts which 
he had given up to the English as o. security for the 
performance of his engagements were restored to 
the Peishwuh, o.nd he received every encouragement 
to continue with assiduity the enlistment of soldiers 
for his nrmy. Ample use was mndo of this 1lisplay 
of confidence. His arsenals were everywhere re. 
plenished, recruits were gathered from all quarters, 
orders were issued to equip ancl prepare II fleet for 
sea, and the garrisons of all his castles, redoubts, 
and strongholds were reinforced. At the same time 
measures were adopted to conciliate the chiefs nncl 
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jaghiredars whom recent events had tended some
what to alienate; while his agents became every 
day more and more busy at Nagpoor, and in the 
camps of Scindiah, Holkar, and Ameer Khan. But 
that upon which he mainly relied, was the facility 
which he believed that he possessed of eorruptino
the troops composing the resident's escort. A con".'. 

· sidcrablc proportion of these were by lineage Mah
rattas. Major Ford's battalions, indeed, consisted 
ahnost exclusively of natives of the Peishwnh's pro
vinces ; and there were not wanting persons attached 
to the court whose craft or vanity induced them to 
assert that even the European officers themselves 
miglit be bought over. Thus, by a happy combina
tion of treachery and violence, he hoped to accom
plish the great end of his wishes-namely, the total 
emancipation of Poonah from a foreign yoke, and 
the re-establishment of a Mahratta empire in the 
heart of India. 

There were two parties at tl,is time in the Pcish
wah 's durbar, of which the designs were ns opposite 
as the temperaments of their leaders were distinct. 
Cassec Rao Gokla, a high-spirited and warlike Brah
min, who had served with clistinction in the campaign 
of 1803, was at the head of one, which ceased not to 
advocate the possible restoration of the sovereignty to 
the splendour which it enjoyed in the days of Sivagce. 
Gokla and his friends were zealously opposed by 
Moroo Duckshut, likewise a Brahmin, but a civil 
officer, who, well aware of the Pcishwah's weakness, 
when contrasted with the ovcrwhchning strength of 
the En~lish, deprecated, above all things, a rupture 
with that power. It is extremely 1,robnblc that the 
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Peishwah, a weak and timid man, would have given 
his confidence to Duckshut in preference to Gokln, 
had there not existed between Duckshut and Trim. 
bukjee an irrcconcilcable feud, of which the origin 
was to be found in the steady opposition offered by 
the Brah.min to the political elevation of the spy and 
parasite. That circumstance, however, weighed 
more with the infatuated prince than all the argu
ments of either pnrty ; and obeying an impulse 
rather of personal pique than of reason, he gave him. 
self up without reserve into Gokln's hands .. No time 
was lost by that active warrior in assembling a large 
army around Poonah. The neighbollling jaghire. 
dars were invited to bring in their followers ; the 
principal officers in Concan, and in the other districts 
ceded by the trenty of Poonah, were instmctcd to 
reoccupy their old positions ; and finally, orders 
were issued to concentrate between the Toombuddro. 
and the Kistna a corps of horse and foot for the in. 
vasion of the Company's provinces. 

Of these startling movements Mr. Elphinstonc 
was no unobservant spectator. He remonstratecl 
against them ; but his complaints were met by 
reiterated asslll·anccs that the sole motive which 
actuated the Pcishwah in all his preparations was o. 
desire to contribute, by every means in his power 
to the cxtirpa tion of the Pindarrics, and the cs ta: 
blishmcnt of permanent pence in central India. 
Meanwhile, fresh bodies of troops arrived day after 
day, till, towards the encl of October, the Poonah 
brigade found itself straitcnecl in its lines. The 
l\folu·attas closed in upon them without delicacy 
nnu their horsemen rode through tho camp, cover~ 
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ing the sepoys with personal abuse, and otherwise 
giving proof of hostile intentions. It was impossible 
any longer to doubt that a rupture was at hand ; and 
there remained to l\fr. Elphinstone no other alter
native than thnt of preparing to meet the storm 
under circumstances ns little unfavow·ablc as could be. 

The city of Poonah is situated upon the right bank 
of the l\foota-1\foola river, which, running from east 
to west, takes its name from two streams which 
unite to the north-west of the town. At the point 
of confluence, and between these two streams, the 
British residency was built, being separated from 
the city by the j\foota, while the l\foola swept round 
it on the farther side from the north. Immediately 
opposite to the residency, the l\Ioolo. was fordable. 
It was likewise crossed by a bridge about 11 mile 
farther up, beyond which, again, the river made 11 

semicircular bend northward ; and there stood at the 
western extremity of that bend a village called 
Kirkcc, of which, in a military point of view, the 
position was highly important. A body of troops 
lrn,·inn- their left in that village would lJC secured 
both ;{u the right and in tho rear by the curyaturc 
of the Moofa, while the extent of front exposed was 
not greater than might be effectually filled up by a 
brigade of three thousand infantry, with their guns. 
Now it so happened that up to the present moment 
the Poonah corps had never occupied this alignment. 
It lay, on the contrary, between the residency and 
the town, in a situation well adapted, no doubt, for 
the protection of the latter, but perfectly useless in 
the evcut of any hostile movements being made, as 
well from within as from without the city. 1\Ir. El-
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phinstone, having consulted ~ith Colonel B:urr, the 
commandant, determined to withdraw ~he brigade to 
the position of Kirkee ; and the evo_lution being per
formed without obstruction, the residency became a 
1,ort of outpost to what might be considered as an 
intrenchcd camp. 

The rctroo-rcssion of the brigade, and o. simulta
neous rnovc~cnt on the part of Major Ford's irre
gulars, Lrought matters to a crisis. Nothing was 
now talked of except war ; indee~, 1Ior~o Duckshut, 
who had contracted a sincere friendship for Ford 
went so far as to wam him, that his people wcr; 
universally bribed, and that it was high time to 
attend to his own safety. Not long afterwards a 
British officer, while journeying to Bombay, was 
attacked, wounded, and robbed, within two miles of 
the city ; and the very sentinels at the gates of the 
residency became cxposecl to insult while stnuclino
with arms in their lrnncls. Mr. Elphinstone, thoun-h 
he looked forward to but one result, wns extremcly 
averse to make, even incliroctly, the first hostile 
movement ; he, therefore, contented himself with 
reinforcing his body-guard, and enjoining upon both 
officers and men increased vigilnnce. But thnt 
which he shunned to precipitate, events over which 
he had no control soon brought about. Geneml 
Smith, hnving foiled to receive dnily advices from 
Poonah, came to the conclusion that all was not 
right, and directed a Jin-ht battalion, with a thousand 
auxiliary horse, to ho.~ten back from his camp, on 
the bor~crs_ of Kandeish, in order to re-open the 
cornmumcat1ons. It was now that Gokla who to 
,lo him justice, had from the first prefcr~ed ;pen 
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violence to treachery, urged upon his master the 
necessity of striking a blow ; and the Mahrutta. 
11rmy began to move, as if with the design of inter
posing themselves b_etween the residency and the 
camp. With great Judgment, Mr. Elphinstone and 
his family sprang into the saddle ; they forded the 
river under cover of the escort, which sustained a 
trifling skirmish while passing, and reached Kirkce, 
not without having incurred considerable hazard 
from the fire of the Peishwah's troops who lined the 
opposite bank. 

It was now the 5th of November, and the Madrus 
European battalion, being warned in good time, had, 
by forced marches of great length, gained their 
position. The little ~rmy, though in point of mun
bers still very inconsiderable, was thus in its orga
nisation complete ; for there were present with the 
sepoys a sufficient number of Europeans to animate 
by their example and to create confidence. Mr. 
Elphinstone had early res~lved to act, whe':1ever the 
fittiu« moment should arnve, on the offensive; and 
he n;w, while attcn<li~g to his own personal safety, 
sent forwar<l to <les1rc that Colonel Burr woul<l 
a<lvancc in order of battle. In like manner, Major 
For<l, who, with his irregulars, ha<l taken post to 
the westwar<l, was commanded to close up ; nnd 
both officers, after providing for the defence of their 
respcctirn cam1is, made ready to obey their instruc
tions. N cvcrtheless, the persons attached to the 
residency had, as yet, enjoyed no opportunity of 
nscertai'ling either the numbers or the consistency 
of the force by which they were thrcntcnecl. There 
intcncnccl between them and the plain a range of 
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heights, which shut out all means of observing the 
enemy's movements, except so far as these might be 
eo.lculated from the mo.rch of tho detachment, which 
bacl endeavoured to gain the rear of the residency 
and the command of the ford. Now, however, while 
approaching the camp, it became necessary to ascend 
an eminence, where the eye wus enubled to range 
over a wide extent of country. A more imposing 
spectucle hns rarely burst upon the vision either of 
a soldier or a civilian. The whole of the level was 
covered by cloucls of cuvulry, to reinforce which encl
less streams of horsemen were pouring from the city, 
while the high grounds beyond were occupied by 
dense masses of foot, with here and there a battery 
of heavy cannon. The following is Captain Grant 
Duff's spirited description of a scene, of which he 
was himself no indifferent spectator. 

"Those only," says he, "who have witnessed 
'the bore' in the Gulf of Cnmbay, and have seen in 
perfection the approach of thnt ronring tide, can 
form the exact idea presented to the author at sight 
of the Peishwah's nrmy. It was towards the after
noon of a very sultry day ; there was n dead calm, 
and no sound was heard except the rushino-, the 
trampling, and the neighing of the horses, aid the 
rumbling of the gun-wheels. The effect was hci(J'ht
ened by seeing the peaceful peasantry flying f~om 
their work in the fields, the bullocks breakin(l' from 
their ~okes, the wild antelopes, startled from 

O 
sleep, 

bound(ng off, and then turning for a moment to gaze 
on th1~ tremendous inundation, which swept all 
before it, levelled tho hedges and standing corn, and 
completely o,:erwhehncd every ordinary barrier as it 
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moved." This is a splendid description ; but highly 
as the writer's feelings might have been excited, 
there wns that in rapid progress which could not fail 
to give to them a graver tone. Already was the 
British brigade under nrms, and advancing in a sort 
of echellon, so as to facilitate the junction of Ford's 
corps, while the light troops thrown out soon came 
into contact with the enemy, ancl a desultory fire of 
musketry began. 

The forward movement of the British brigade 
excited great surprise among the Mahrattas, who, 
attributing to fear the recent occupation of Kirkee, 
had been led to anticipate an easy triumph. The 
Peishwah, in particular, irresolute at all times, 
became grievously alarmed, and despatched a mes
senger to Gokla with positive orders that he should 
not, under any circumstances, fire the first cannon. 
But Gokla, conscious that the moment for hesitation 
was past, took no further notice of the emissary than 
to desire a battery of nine guns to open ere he could 
deliver himself of his commission. This clecisive, 
step he followed up by detaching a body of camel
rockets to harass the English left, and by launching 
aO'ainst both flunks a swarm of his best cavalry : in 
fi~e minutes the brigade was enveloped on every 
side, and the battle raged from one extremity of the 
plain to the other. 

Hnd the charge been delayed, so as to permit a 
simultaneous advance of the l\fohratta infantry, the 
contest, though doubtless not less certain in its issue, 
must have proved much more trying than it did. As 
it was, the horse, being reccivC<l with o. close nncl 
destructive fire, drew off, and gnllopecl wil_~Iy round 

VOL. IL C 
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the :flanks, without attempting to break in upon a 
line where every man held his station with remark
o.ble steadiness. In like manner, n bold attack from 
n single regular battalion led on by 11 Portuguese, 
named Dn Pinto, was met and repulsed by the 
seventh regiment of native infantry ; which, how
ever, in its eo.gerness to follow up the blow, fell into 
confusion, o.nd was instantly assailed by a fresh body 
of horse. But the Sepoys, roused by the voice of 
their old leader, Colonel Burr, rallied at the edge 
of n deep slough, int_o which the enemy plunged with 
reckless haste, under a heavy fire of musketry. Man 
and horse came rolling to the ground, and Moroo 
Duckshut, himself slain by 11 grape-shot, gave proof 
that his opposition to the war had not originated in 
any undue regard to his own personal safety. Once 
more the 1\fahratto.s recoiled, o.nd the line continuing 
to push forward, while the guns kept up a well
directed fire, no further attempts were made to close 
in upon the standurds. Gokla, on the contrary, drew 
off to his original position, und tho field of bnttle was 
left in possession of tho English. 

There were engaged in this o.ffair, on the siclc of 
the Peishwah, eighteen thousand horse, und eight 
thousand foot, supported by fourteen guns : the 
~otul ~umber of British troops brought into action, 
mcludmg Major Ford's battalion, which came up 
soon after the cannonade begun, did not exceed two 
thousand eight hundred men. The British loss 
amounted in all to eighty-six men killed and wounded, 
of whom fifty belonged to the seventh re()'iment on 
the left of the line. Of Mahro.ttns, about five hun
dred were slain, besides many wounded, of whom by 



1617.] BATTLE OF K!Illi.EE. 19 

for the gre11ter proportion were in !l condition to be 
removed to the re11r. It 11ppem·ed too th11t in the 
expectations which he h11d been led to form, as to 
the willingness of the sepoys to desert, the Peishwah 
grossly deceived himself; in11smuch us, with the ex
ception of a few of the Mahrattus belonn·inrr to 
Ford's battalion, and !l portion of the a~xiliur_y 
horse, which joined next day, not a man quitted his 
colours. It is not, therefore, to be wondered ilt that 
the deepest dejection immediately seized upon Bajce 
R110, mixed up, indeed, as not unfrcquently occtu"s, 
with deadly rancour ; !lnd hence th11t, in defiance of 
a firm impression th11t his cause was desperate, he 
began to act as if the hope even of forgiveness h11d 
departed from him. Ile caused the territory to be 
plundered and burned, and the grossest cruelties to 
be inflicted on the unfortunate stragglers, male and 
female, whom he found there. Equally vindictive 
were his proceedings towards certain British officers, 
who, in ignorance of an i~pending ruptur~, chan~ed 
to be employed in exccutmg surrnys, or m passmg 
from point to point through his dominions. These 
were all seized, some of them hanged from the 
bonr,hs of trees, by the road-side, and others com
mitted to close custody iu one of the castles in the 
Concnn. But such acts, however conclusive they 
mirrht be of the hatred which he experienced townrds 
th; name of an Englishman, availed nothing to keep 
alive the courage of his followers, or to satisfy his 
own mind touching the final results of the contest. 
His army had fallen back on the night of the 5th, 
beyond the Moota-:lifoola, with the intention of renc"·-

c 2 .• 
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ing the battle on the following day. But the rein
forcement which General Smith had sent forward, 
arrh-ing at Kirkee in the interval, eYcn Gokla 
ceased to urge the measure, and all idea of it was 
abandoned. 

From this date up to the 13th, the two armies 
continued to face one another, -the English being 
content to hold their ground till the supplies of 
which they were assured should arrive, while the 
Mahrattas desired, yet were afraid, to anticipate an 
event to which they could not look forward except 
with the clecpcst apprehension. At last General 
Smith, who ·had followed his detachment from Soo
roor, reached Kirkee, and immediate preparations 
were made to assume the offensive. But the Peish
wah, though strengthened by the junction of several 
of the southern jaghiredars, did not conceive that 
he was strong enough to abide the shock, and 
opposed the passage of the river, which a brigade 
under Colonel Milues effected on the 16th, only by 
a distant and not very fotnl cannonade. The con
sequence was that General Smith, when he advanced 
next day for the purpose of bringing on a battle, 
found that the camp, of which the tents were in 
part standing, was cfosertcd ; and that the Peish
wah, after abandoning bis capital and all bis 
wounded to their fate, was in full retreat towards 
Satara. The city was occupied without delay, the 
communications with Bombay were restored, and 
eighteen of the enemy's guns, with a considerable 
portion of his baggage, were oYertakcn and capturecl 
at Singhur ; after which General Smith, who wns 
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joined on the 18th by a regiment of Madras cavalry, 
made arrangements to prosecute an active pursuit 
of the fugitive Peishwah. 

l\foanwhile the affairs of Nagpoor were conducted 
after a fashion which left little ground of doubt in 
the mind of the resident, tbnt the devotion of Appa 
Sahib to the interests of his European patrons, was 
not more to he depended upon than that of :Mah
rattas in general. He had early listened with IL 

ready ear to the suggestions of Bajce Rao, and but 
for the occurrence of the Poonah treaty, would have 
doubtless given in long ago a formal adhesion to the 
league. But though that event sufficed to induce 
caution in his proceedings, it hnd not the effect of 
withdrawing his attention from a subject which, 
from the hour that he became firmly seated on the 
musnud, seems to have occupied IL large share of 
his thoughts. This was fully evinced by the avidity 
with which he welcomed bnck the Peishwnh 's 
0 ... cnts, as soon ns they began to renew their in
trigues ; while his prompt acceptance of IL robe of 
honour, conveyed to him subsequently to the rupture 
at Poonah, constituted a, feature in the case whicl1 
was not to be misunderstood. Like his fellow 
functionary Mr. Elphinstone, Mr. Jenkins was at 
this time very slenderly guarded ; his whole force 
consisting of two weak battalions of native infantry, 
three troops of cavalry and six guns. Nm·erthclcss 
he dcterminecl to stand on the defensive ; null 
having concentrated the brigaJe, took up a position 
beside the residency, where he prepared to meet the 
attack with which it was evident that he would 
shortly be threatened. 
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The Nngpoor reiidency lay to the west of the 
city, from which it was sepamted by a ridge of 
elevated ground, the extremities of which are ter
minated by two hills at the distance of about three 
hundred and thirty yards from one nnothcr. Of 
these, called the Seetabuldce hills, that towards the 
north was the more lofty ; that towards the south 
less elevated, but of a surface considerably more 
extended. They were both occupied in force, the 
former being held by three hundred infantry and 
a• six-pounder, the latter by an entire battalion, a 
portion of another, and the remainder of the guns. 
Light troops in extended order kept open tho com
munication between the extreme points ; the eavo.lry 
drew up in tho ground contiguous to the residency, 
and the women and baggage were placed for shelter 
under a slight escort in the mansion itself. Such 
was the order which, on the 25th of November, a 
display of growing hostility induced Mr. Jenkins to 
assume ; and on the 26th the assembling of large 
bodies of horse in his front, the coming in of 
numerous cannon, and the ostentatious parade of a. 
powerful Aro.b infantry, gave proof that he had not 
begun too soon to provide against surprise. 

N otwithstancling this display of evil intentions, 
the day passed over in quiet, and at sunset the 
piquets were as usual pamded for the purpose of 
relieving those on duty. A few hours earlier the 
Ambs had thrown themselves into a bazaar, which 
tho native merchants had established along the base 
of the narrower hill. They now opened a. fusillade 
upon the British guards ; and their cannon, of which 
several piece~ were mounted so as to command that 
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angle of the position, ben-an to fire also. Imme
diately the alarm was take~. The six-pounder, which 
stood ready landed, wns discharged ; the troops 
formed along the ascent ; and a smart firing was 
kept up till about two o'clock in the morning. It 
proved eminently disastrous to the English, who, 
besi_dcs that they suffcrccl severely by an incessant 
tira1llnclc to which their exposed situation on the 
ascent of the hill laitl them bore, were more them 
once assaulted with a harclihood and daring which 
they found it an exceedingly clifficult matter to 
check. _ 

As soon as. the enemy had ceased to annoy them, 
the gallant defenders of the hill began, as well as 
their scanty means would allow, to fortify their 
position. They were sadly crampecl in entrenching 
tools,_ and the soil was light and rocky ; yet they 
contnvcd, by piling sacks of flour ancl wheat one 
above another, to surround the summit with nn im
perfect breastwork. Behind this they awaited the 
renewed attack to which they were well nwnre that 
the dawn would expose them; and they prepared 
themselves to meet it, by elevating the intcnncdiatc 
space of time, not to repose, but to the fabrication 
of cartridges. They were nowise dcceivecl in their 
anticipations. The return of light showed them the 
enemy's batteries increased by the addition of many 
heavy guns ; ancl the opening of their fire served ns 
a signal of attack to several dense masses, which 
rushed from behind the sutlers' booths. A fierce 
and . obstinate struggle ensued, cluring which_ the 
ass111lnnts were more than once repulsed ; till 11 

screw becoming loose in the six-pounder, it cense<l 
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for o. few moments to be serviceo.ble, o.nd the Aro.bs, 
despite of o. mw·derous discharge of musketry, 
crowned the height. 

Elated by this success, the Aro.bs not only turned 
the six-pounder upon the lower hill, but rnnning up 
several of their own pieces, opened o. fire which pro
duced dreadful 110.voc in the ro.nks of the corps which 
sustained it. At the so.me time the ridge which 
connects the ono height with the other wns seized, 
and II heavy column ndvnnccd, us if for the purpose 
of currying by nssiiult the last defensible spot which 
remained to l\Ir. Jenkins iind his followers : for of 
the out-houses attached to the residency, almost nil 
were nh·endy occupied, nnd the shrieks of the women 
and camp-followers, distinctly heard over the tumult 
of the battle, made the sepoys- nw11re of the uses to 
which success was turned by their barbarous ene
mies. A feeling almost of despondency bego.n, in 
consequence, to arise among them, when suclclcnly 
the three troops of co.miry, which Imel hitherto rc
mninecl innctive within tho inclosurcs, were seen to 
rush, sworcl in hnnd, upon o. cloucl of Nngpoor horse 
o.nd disperse them. Not content with this, the go.1-
lant band rode fiercely toward o. bo.ttery, cut down 
the artillery-men, made themselves masters of the 
guns, and then swept the plain fnr ancl nea.r of the 
hosts which covered it. In o, moment, the infantry, 
who beheld the exploit, recovered their confidence. 
The Aro.b column was shattered by o. close and well
directecl volley ; the troops advanced upon them 
while wnvering, charged nncl drove them bnck to 
the upper hill, the explosion of o. tumbril on the 
brow of which, prcsentc1l nn opportunity of o.ttnck 
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which wns not permitted to pnss unimproved. With 
fixed bayonets and loud shouts the sepoys rushed up 
the slope, 11ml in ten minutes were ngnin mnsters of 
the whole position, ns well ns of two of the enemy's 
pieces nntl their own abandoned six-pounder. 

Brilliant ns these successes were, they would have 
been productive of no decisive results, hnd the offi
cers in command contented themselves with merely 
retaining what they hn<l so bmvcly won. The 
Arobs, though repulsed, were not yet defeated ; in
deed they retired no farther thnu the bnznar, within 
the streets nnd Innes of which they began ngniu to 
rally ns if for tho purpose of renewing the contest. 
But before they could mature their dispositions, the 
cavnlry broke in, cut down multitudes, and secured 
a couple of guns, while the infantry, pouring from 
their vnntnge ground, drove them from hamlet to 
hamlet, nnd completed the route which their mounted 
comrndcs hncl begun. All order nnd confidoncewere 
now lost. The enemy fled in confusion, leaving the 
ground covcrcil with demi nnd dying, nnd by for the 
greater proportion of his park in the hnnds of the 
victors. 

Thus muled, after n contest· of eighteen hours' 
duration, the battle of Sectnbuldec, than which there 
will not be found in the nnnals of British India 11n 
action more obstinate or more glorious in its issue. 
On the side of the English there were engngechbout 
fifteen hundred men, including European officers, 
artillery-men, nnd troopers : of the enemy ten thou
sniid horse, with an equal number of foot, among 
whom were included between three and four thou
sand disciplined Arnbs. The loss of the nssnilnnts 
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has neYer been accurntcly stated, but it is repre
sented by those who beheld the fields covered with 
their slain to have been enormous ; that of the 
defenders amounted to a full fifth of their ,vholc 
numbers, and comprised, among others, four Euro
pean officers killed, and seven severely wounded. 
But deeply as these co.suultics might be deplored, 
the victory of which they were the price wo.s, when 
its consequences, both immcdintc nnd remote, nrc 
considered, very chco.ply purchused. Had the Bri
tish brigade been destroyed, a flame would have 
been kindled throughout India which it might have 
cost oceans of blood to extinguish ; whereas the 
rout of the Bhoonslah's best army, by un inconsicler
uble detachment of sepoys, convinced both him and 
his correspondents, tho.t their strength, when opposed 
to the discipline o.ncl valour of the Compo.ny's troops, 
was absolute weakness. Appn Sahib began imme
diately to repent of the step which he ho.cl taken, 
and hoping, in some degree, to utonc for it by n 
prompt submission, sent in, on the 27th,_ to implore 
the resident's clemency. But Mr. Jcnkms refused 
to treat further thnn by granting to him an armis
tice of two days' durution; ere the close of which 
he knew that strong reinforcements would reach his 
camp, and that he would be iii a condition to dic
tate whatever terms might to himself appear desir-
able. · 

In the expectations which he had formed of 
receiving immediate support, Mr. Jenkins was not 
disappointed. Both the Governor-Generul and Sir 
Thomas Hislop, having been wnrncd of the Rajah's 
hostile intentions, had instructed the corps nearest 
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nt hnnd to hold themselves in readiness for a march 
upon Nagpoor; and of these, one, under tho com
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Graham, came in, so 
early ns the 29th, from the vo.llcy of the N erbudda. It 
comprised two battalions of infantry, three troops of 
cnvo.lry, and o. couple of galloper guns, nnd served 
etfectunlly to remove whntever of alarm min-ht yet 
provnil within tho lines of the gallant brin-ad~ which 
hncl alrondy sustained so unequal a co~bat. The 
5th and 12th of December likewise brought in sup
plies, ns well as Brigadier-General Doveton, to 
assume the comrnnnd of what wns now a formidable 
nrmy ; while Brigaclier-Gcucrnl Hardymon led in 
nll haste his corps of obscrvntion towards the point 
of danger. Mr. J enkius now felt thnt he was in a 
condition to dictnte his own terms, and in the event 
of their rejection to push the wnr to extremity. He, 
therefore, voluntarily reopened with Appn Sahib a 
neo-otintion, iuto which, under different circum
stn0nccs, he had nppcared shy of entering. 

The terms proposed to the Ilnjnh were such as 
the relntive situntions of the contracting parties mny 
be supposed to hnve clictnted. Ile was required to 
surrender 1111 his artillery, to dismiss his Arnbs and 
other mercenary troops, and to acknowledge his 
o.bsolute dependence for whatever might be granted 
to him on the bounty of the English ; and, above 
all, he was told that, unless lie gaye himself up as a 
hostage for the faithful execution of the treaty before 
four o'clock on the morning of the 16th, hostilities 
would immediately recommence. Appo. So.bib ac
coptC'd tho hard conditions, but hesitated after he 
ho.cl clone so, in fulfilling them. Ilis h_9tu- of sur-
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render was postponed to seven, and then to nine ; 
but nine o'clock expired, nnd he came not, neither 
was his arrival anticipated. General Doveton, in
deed, was informed that the commanders of the 
Arnb battnlions refused to snnction the measure, 
and thnt the Rajah was entirely in their hands ; 
upon which he caused his line to get under arms, 
and admnccd upon Nagpoor. Now then, at last, a 
sense of personal danger overcame A ppa Sahib, who 
escaped from his chiefs, and rode at full speed to 
the residency ; but his presence there, however 
satisfactory it might be to Mr .. J enki!Js, retarded not 
the proo-ress of the troops for a moment. They 
pushed ~n, took possession of the arseno1 with all 
its stores, and advanced in order of bnttle against 
the Arabs, who stood ready to meet them. A shnrp, 
but not very protracted affair ensued, which ended 
in the totnl defeat of the enemy, with the loss of 
seventy-five pieces of cann?n, forty elephants, o.nd 
the whole of their eamp-eqUJpo.ge and baggage. 

Thoun-h driven from the fiold, the Arabs were so 
for fro~ beinn- subdued, that both they and the 
leaders seemed to gather courage from despair ; 
they retreated into the ci~adel, and rejected every 
offer which was made wrth the view of inducing 
~hem to evacuate the place. It was immediately 
mv~sted and battered ; but the artillery '.fire pro
ducing little effect, nn attempt was made to carry 
one of th~ ~ates by nssault_. The Arabs repulsed the 
attack, k1llmg and wounclmg about two hundred and 
fifty of the storming party, and General Doveton wns 
reluctantly compelled . to co~vert the siege into a 
blockade, till a battermg tmm, for which ho sent, 
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should nrrive, and enable him to cnrry on his ap
pronchcs with more of science as well ns of vigour. 
The Arabs, however, feeling that they hnd done 
enough for their own honour, proposed to capitulate. 
They were at once admitted to terms ; an1l with 
their families, arms, baggage, and a high renown, 
were escorted beyond the frontiers of Nagpoor. 

The fall of the citadel and the departure of the 
Rajah '8 best troopR appearing to lay the strength of 
the principality entirely at his feet, Mr. Jenkins 
proceeded to negotiate with Appu Sahib the con
ditions on which he should be ugain admitted to the 
benefit of an English alliance. Unuware that Lord 
Hastings had determined on an absolute change of 
dynasty, the resident directed his attention to the 
adjustment of such n treaty as should reduce the 
head of the Bhoonslnh's state to the rank of a mere 
pageant, by giving to the British government a com
plete control over every branch, both of internal and 
external administration. \Vith this view he required 
that nil the forts in Nngpoor should bo garrisoned, 
at the option of the Governor-GcneroJ, by British 
troops ; and that a new fortress should be erected 
in the Seetabuldee hills for the purpose of overawing 
the capital. The cession of several important dis
tricts north of the N erbudda was likewise demanded ; 
and it was explicitly stipulatecl that no individual 
should be admitted into the Rajah's councils, unless 
first of all approved by the representative of the 
British government. 

Degrading us these terms were, Appa Sahib at 
once accepted them, and the arrangements were, to 
u, certain degree, complete, when Lord Hastings's 



30 DlllTISII INDIA. [18li. 

final instructions arrived. But to these it was now 
too late to pay obedience. Mr. Jenkins stated his 
case fairly, which obtained additional consideration 
in consequence of the helpless condition of the youth 
whom it had been proposed to set up ns Rajah; and 
Lord Hastings, convinced that he had acted with 
sound judgment throughout, garn his sanction to 
the arrangements by rntifying the treaty when sub
mitted to him for approval. 
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CIIAPTER II. 

Operations against the Piudarries-Scindialt overawed 
-Tlw Cl1olera-A.ffcdrs of Holkar-Ile espouses tlie 
cause oftlic Peisl1wal1-Battlc of JJiohudpoor-Ilol
lcar's submission-Operations against tltc Peisl1wal1-
_l/is rapid movements-Gallant action at Koreigaum 
-The Peisltwalt marches soutlt-General Munro's 
successes-General P1-itzler-Satara talcen-Peisk
wali doubles back-Reorganisation of the pursuing 
Forccs-Afair of Cavalry, and Deatli of Gokla
The Chie/s submit-Desperate state of tlte Peisliwalt's 
ajj'afrs. 

ALL this while the divisions to which the extirpa
tion of tlre Pindarries had been immediately com
mittetl were prosecuting their toilsome, though not 
very hazardous campaign, with great vigour. The 
well-concerted movements of Generals Malcolm, 
Adams, and Marshall had the effect, towards the 
close of November, of expelling the freebooters from 
1\falwa, and reducing their leaders to the necessity 
of seeking elsewhere that shelter which their own 
settlements could no longer afford. Two of these, 
by name Kurecn Khan and W asil Mohammed, re
treated northward by Nya-Seraee towards Gwalior, 
while a third, Cheetoo, moved off in a westerly 
direction, partly with the hope of finding support 
among Holkur's troublesome soldiery, pnrtly for the 
purpose of seeking out Rao lino, one of Scincliah •~ 
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commanders, who stood pledged to afford protection 
to himself, and a place of permanent shelter to his 
family. 

For some time previous to these occurrences, 
indeed ever since the Peishwah liegan to exhibit 
symptoms of disaffection, the bearing of llolkar's 
troops had been the reverse of friendly ; and the 
route now taken by two out. of the three Pindarrie 
leaclcrs seemed to imply that those of Scindiah were 
not more to be depenclecl upon. To Ameer Khan 
likewise it was impossible to look except with sus
picion, while the rumoured assembling of an army 
of Goorkas, and their frequent and confidential cor
respondence with the natives of llindostan, told a 
tale of fresh difficulties, if not of impending war. It 
is true that the victory of Nagpoor put an immediate 
end to the misgivings of Amecr Khan ; and that he 
accepted with thankfulness the independence which 
was offered to him, even though purchased at the 
price of an English alliance : but in other quarters 
cloucls continued to collect, which no mnn could 
behold with indifference, and which, with the timid 
or the wavering, might hum led to a tot11l change 
of system. Not for one moment, however, was 
Lo~·d Hastings diverted from the execution of a plan 
which he had formed, after the most mature consi
deration both of its hazards aml its udvl).ntarres. 
Having taken into account alniost all the coirtin
gencics to which 11, general combination amonrr the 
native powe:s could _give rise, he pursued bi~ own 
course steadily ancl without faltering, even when, in 
the jucl/!ime~t of others, his doing so was pregnant 
with peril, 1f not to the permanent security, at all 
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events to the temporary interests of the British 
provinces. 

Allusion wns mnde some time ngo to the promp
titude and nddrcss with which, nt the opening of 
the Pindnrrie c11mp11ign, the hostile designs of Scin
dinh were nscertaincd and prevented. How this 
was effected, Lord Hastings has himself informed 
us in a despatch, from which the following is an 
extract:-" About twenty miles south of Gwalior, 
a ridge of very nbrupt hills, covered with the tan
gled wood peculiar to India, extends from the little 
Scind to the Chumbul, which rivers form the flank 
boundnries of the Gwalior district nnd its dependen
cies. There arc but two routes by which cnrriuges, 
perhaps cavnlry, cnn puss that chain, one nlong the 
little Scind, and another not for from the Chumbul. 
By my seizing, with the centre, 11 position which 
would bar any movements along the little Scind, 
and placing Major-General Donkin's division at the 
back of the other pass, Scindiah was reduced to the 
dilemma. of subscribing the treaty which I offered 
him, or of cl'Ossing the hills through bye-pnths, 
attended by 11 few followers who might be able to 
accompany him, sacrificing his splendid trnin of 
nrtillery (above.one hundred guns), with all its np
pendnges, nnd abandoning nt once to us his most 
valunble possessions. "-Such wns the position of 
nffairs in the month of November, at which period 
it will be borne in mind thnt Scindiah, though with 
undisguised reluctance, secedecl from the Mahrntta 
cause, and subscribed the treaty proposed. But the 
fortune of war soon drew off General Donkin to other 
points in the arena, while events, much m?rc afflict-

VOL. IV, Jl 
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ino• led immediately afterwards to o. eho.nge of posi
ti;n on the pare of Lord Hastings's division.-That 
terrible disease the cholera, of which the origin and 
co.use are o.like unknown, suddenly broke out in the 
camp, and both soldiers and sutlers clied by hun
dreds daily. Appearing first in the Delta of the 
Ganges, about the commencement of the rainy sea
son in 1817, it had spread up the co.urses of the 
rivers, and now foll with indescribnble fury upon 
that portion of the grand army which lay along the 
banks of the Sciud. It was but natural that the 
medical men, to whom the symptoms of the malady 
were new, should attribute its grcl\t virulence to the 
moistw-e of the atmosphere ; and Lord Hastings, 
convinced by their reasoning, fell back to Erich, 
where, without doubt, casualties occurred much less 
frequently. But a measure, which a regard to the 
health of his own troops had dictated, offered facili
ties to Scindiuh, which he knew not how to reject. 
A correspondence wus re-opened with tho Pirnl~r
ries, and the two Dur11l1s, or bands, of wlucl1 
Kureem Kho.n mul \Vasil Mnhcmmed were ut the 
hencl, began, in consequence, thnt march upon 
Gwalior to which we have just alludccl. 

The sick were still very numerous, and the panic 
for from subdued in the camp, when information of 
the Pindarrie movement reached Lord Hastings. 
He lost no time in directing certain detachments, 
which kept open the communications between his 
own division and thl\t of General Marshall at Serouj, 
to close round the enemy, while he himself moved 
ao-ain to the Scind, so as to threaten Gwalior. Ile 
c~used General :Marshall to push for Nyo. S(}race, 
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and Colonel Adams upon Googal Chupore on the 
Pcrbuttee. Scindiah became alarmed, and the Pin
darries, alike unable to proceed and to retire, halted 
irresolute among the jungles of Shahabad. By-ancl
by the corps of Donkin and Ochterlony advanced 
along the fords of the Chumbul and the valleys of 
J yporc, while Lahore Sing, Rajah of Kota, placing 11, 

detachment at the head of the Lodwana Ghant, 
lJ!ockcd up tho last avenue through which it ap
peared practicable for the freebooters to escape. 
Now then at last their destruction seemed inevitable, 
for the country into which they were driven was 
barren, and the means of egress wanting, nor did 
the result greatly disappoint those by whom this 
expectation was formed. 

After suffering a surprise, in which his wife fell 
into the hands of the English, aud the tents and 
bagg 1ge of his followers were plundered or burnt, 
I{urcom Khan formed a junction with "\-Vasil l\Iahom
mcd, when it was determined to dismiss all their 
adherents except four thousand choice horsemen, 
and with them to make a dash at the Lodwana 
Ghaut. The attack succeeded, chiefly through the 
misconduct of Zalim Sing's troops ; and the free
booters being again in a condition to shape their 
course wbithersoever they chose, marched with all 
haste into Mcwnr. Harassed by a close and steady 
pursuit, they sustained repeated disasters, for they 
would not venture to foce a detachment of troops, 
however numerically feeble ; and the very villagers 
among ,','.l1om they passed fell upon the stragglers 
anti put them to death without mercy. ,vith re
spect, ogain, to those whom tho chiefs hod cast, ns 

D2 
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it were, from them, they perished to o. mnn ; nncl n 
power, which n few months previously would have 
excited clisnmy throughout Centriil Incli11, wns now 
dwincllecl clown to a mere hnnclful of fugitives. 

Mennwhile the march of Chetoo, of which the 
design was not long kept secret, !eel to operations 
still more decisive nnd far more brilliant. 

,vc huve said tlrnt for some time previously the 
bearing of Holkur's troops wus not such ns to im-
prcss the mind of Lord Hastings with nuy confidence 
in their friendly disposition. By the former regency, 
indeed, (Toolsec Ence -was gunrclian to the young 
Mulhnr Rno,) his Lordship's propositions were tc
coived with every mark of respect : she not only 
profcssccl her willingness to enter into engagements 
similar to those which hnd been contracted ,vith 
Scindinh, but to pince herself and the infant Rajah 
under tho protection of the British government. It 
would nppenr, too, thnt of tho sincerity of these 
offers no doubt was entertained, inasmuch as, with
out some such support, it was very evident that she 
must continue to be, whot she hod long been, n 
mere puppet in the hands of Ameer Khan, and of 
the sirdars, or military commanders. But before 
any advantage coulcl be taken of the proposal, the 
rupture with the Pcishwuh occw-recl; and it becnme 
npparent thut all power wus vested, not in her 
ho.nds, but in theirs. A cry wns rnisecl thnt it 
behoved the sevcrnl branches of tho Muhrntto. nn
tion to support their ncknowlcdgecl hcucl ; nnd tho 
army, carrying the young prince und his guurcliun 
along with them, begun their march towards Poo
nRh, They hnd proceeded us for us Mchudpoor, 
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with the intention of crosRing the Nerbuddo. by the 
ford of Choorie Muheshwur, when Chetoo, the thircl 
of the Pindnrrie lenders, met them. His reception 
wns of the most :llnttering nnture. His followers 
were permitted to encnmp close to Ilollmr's lines ; 
he wa.s himself ndmitted to the honour of nn nucli
ence, nnd ample nssurnnces of support wero given 
him. In a. word, tho expectations which he hncl 
been led to form were more than realised. 

Things were in this state when Sir John ~lal
colm, who had directed his attention throughout to 
the movements of Chetoo's bnnd," arrived, after n. 
pursuit of eight days' continunnce, at Agur. As 
he brought with him only a single regiment of 
horse, a. couple of light battalions, and as many 
galloper-guns, however ndequate he might be to 
deal with Pindarries nlone, he wns in no condition 
to risk a. battle with Ilolkar's disciplined army. He, 
therefore, l.111lted within n. few hours' march of the 
encnmpment, and hoping to gnin by nddress whnt. 
ho wns in no condition to effect by violence, imme
diately opened a negociation with the Regent nnd 
the principal sirdars. But the temper of the Pntnn 
lenders was altogether 1tverse to nny such nrrnnge
ment ns Genernl Mnlcolm would offer. Both they 
and their followers hnd been promised the p1tyment 
of all urreurs ns soon us they should reach Indore, 
besides IL still !urger dona.lion from the coffers of 
Ba.jee Rao, whenever the N erbudda. shouhl be 
crossed; and the prospect of immeclia.te remunera
tion possessed mnny more nttrnctions in their eyes 
than a Y1tguc assurnnco of kiml treatment by t.lic 
English. Sir John, therefore, bccnrno c~nvinccd 
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that iiothing was to be gainecl by cliplomaey, and 
fell back, with great judgment, ns far ns Ougein, 
where, in the month of December, he formed a. 
junction with the first division, uncler the immedio.te 
command of Sir Thomas Hislop. 

A variety of circumstances, very little approved. 
at the moment, had combined to bring at this 
juncture the Commander-in-chief of the Deccan 
'army to a point, where of all others, his presence 
was the most needccl. Alarmed by the repeated 
defection of the Peishwal1, he ventured, on his own 
responsibility, to abandon the line of operations 
marked out for him at the opening of the campaign ; 
and leaving the Pinclarries to the m·anagement of 
his subordinates, he mnrched back o.t the head of 
his own division towo.rds Poonnh. Ile was on his 
retum northward, having been hastily recalled by 
the Governor-General, when Sir John Malcolm, 
with his light brigade, met him. Arrangements 
were promptly made for an advance to Mehudpoor, 
and a speedy adjustment of tho points at issue 
between Holkar and the British government,-by 
treaty, provided a sense of impending clanger shoulcl 
have induced the sirdnrs to lower their tone-by 
arbitration of a battle, in the event of other argu
ments foiling. 

On the 16th, the two nrmies occupied encamp
ments within fourteen miles of one another, nnd a 
constant interchange of couriers and ngcnts left 
roo?1 to hop_e that the· quarrel might even yet be 
amicably aclJusted. But, on the 18th, it wns ascer
tained that the war-faction had prevailed, and that 
both the Regent anu her minister hau been ba1·ba-
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rously murdered on the preceding evening. This 
was followed by frequent attacks of horse on such 
foraging and watering parties ns ventured to any 
distance from the British lines ; and the necessity 
of bringing on 11n action, with as little delay 11s 
possible, became apparent. 

By dawn, on the 21st, the British army was 
again in order of murch, its patrols nnd baggugc 
being continuully harassed by clouds of irregular 
cavalry. It had proceeded a distance of nearly 
eight miles, when a messenger from Holkar came 
in with one of those equivocal communications which 
native princes are apt to make, when their fears nnd 
their ambition stand opposed to one another. No 
check was, however, permitted, inasmuch as Sir 
John Malcolm, well acquainted with the tortuosities of 
foclinn diplomacy, had prepared, the night previous, 
a sufficient answer ; and the messenger returned to 
report to those from whom he came that a crisis 
was at hand. Nor, in making this report, did he 
in any degree over-estimate either the courage or 
the activity of the assailants. At nine o'clock the 
advanced guard reached n rising ground, whence 
the enemy's dispositions could be examined ; and 
the line closing rapidly up, n halt was ordered, for 
the purpose of affording time to the General to 
accomplish such arrangements as the peculiarity of 
his situation seemed to require. 

The position of Holkar's army was in the rear of 
the Sooprn, having its left coverecl by II bend in the 
stream, und protected on the right by a deep mvin~, 
which terminuted in the bed of the river, II1s 
first line, which consisted entirely of infantry, with 
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fifty pieces of cannon, occupied the crest of a 
natural glacis, which was distant nbout eight hun
dred yards from tlrn margin of the river ; his 
secoml, composed of cavalry in heavy masses, sup
ported it closely in the rear. There were, besides 
these, various swarms of horse scattered here and 
there in his front, of which severul had skirmished 
with the English during the whole of the march ; 
and now, trusting to their knowledge of the fords, 
continued for o. while to hold the right of the 
Soopra, after the several columns destined for the 
attack had begun to form. But the advance of a, 

strong reconnoissnnce, of which Sir John Malcolm 
took the lead, soon comnellecl them to withdraw, 
and afforded to Colonel Blacker, the bend of the 
Quartermaster-General's depnrtment, an opportunity 
of completing his survey ; the result of which was a 
determination, on Sir Thomas Hislop's part, to give 
the assault, rather than waste time in any endea
vours to turn the position by either flnnk. 

It bad been ·ascertained, in tho course of the 
evening, that there were two fords on the Soopra, 
one directly in the face of the enemy's line ; 
the other at a considerable clistanco to the ri(l'ht 
not far from the village of Mehudpoor. The latte; 
was represented as difficult of passage, and lay so 
completely out of the British line of march, that an 
entire day must hnvo been expended in nny effort 
to take advantage of it. This consideration, aided 
by tho belief that more is to be done, especially in 
Indian warfare, by hardihood and clash, than by 
mnnreuvre, mducecl the General to confine bis ntten
tion entirely to the fom1cr. 
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Towards it, therefore, a light brigade was imme
dio.tely pushed, under cover of a battery which 
opened from the nearer bank, and the riflemen 
having passed, the cavalry and horse-artillery moved 
to support them in high spirits. Everythino- was 
done with admirable precision, every cvolutio~ per
for,,ned with the utmost steadiness and alacrity. 
Harassed by a fire, upon which their light pieces 
could make no impression, the cavalry tro.vcrscd a 
ro.vine to the left, and drew up under cover of a 
little broken groun<l, whence they were enabled 
effectually to secure the approaches to the ford. In 
like manner the light infantry seized the gorges of 
one or two gullies, by which the steep bank of the 
river was penetrated, and quietly laid down till the 
columns destined to support them had mndc good 
their passage. That done, there remained but one 
step to be to.ken, a step which in our Indian waifare 
hns never yet foiled of producing the best results. 
The troops rushed forward to the charge, and in 
less than hnlf an hour the enemy's cavalry and in
fantry were in full flight, nnd their guns in ~osses
sion of the victors. A faint attempt was mdced 
made to rally at n second position, which had been 
mnrked out, rather, as it proved, with a view to 
facilitate the escape of the fugitives, tho.n to recover. 
the do.y which was lost. But the o.pproo.ch of the 
light brigo.de soon drove the artillerymen from their 
guns, which, like those captured on the first field of 
battle, becnme the prey of the conquerors. 

The casualties in tho British line amounted, on 
this· occasion, to one hundred and sixty-four killed, 
and six hundred and four wounded ; including three 
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European officers in the former list, and not less thnn 
thirty-firn in the lntter. The enemy's loss wns com
puted !lt three thous!tncl men ; besides sixty-three 
pieces of cannon, eight elephants, some hundreds 
of cnmels, nil their tents, and an immense quantity 
of baggage. Their morale, moreover, wns com
pletely destroyed,-a calamity far more serious in 
its nature than any that it is in the p°'ver of fire or 
steel to inflict,-iu<leed, they became, in a: military 
point of view, to the full ns innocuous ns the 
wandering Pindarrics whose cause they had so 
rashly espoused. Sir Thomas llislop did not con
sider it necessary to follow them with his whole 
strength, but committing the pursuit to Sir John 
Malcolm and the li"'ht troops, retnined his station at 
Mchudpoor, where 

0

he was afterwnrds joined by the 
Guzcrat division under General Keir. 

We should grievously try the reader's patience, 
without communicntin"' to him any useful informa
tion, were we to describe at length the events which 
followed out of this signal and important victory. 
Let it suffice to state, that liolkar (11 name, like that 
of Phara_oh, among the Egyptians, adopted by each 
Maha_RaJah as he succeeded to the throne) received 
from it a perfect impression of his own helplessness, 
and glac~ly purchased pence by ced!ng to the English 
and . the11· dependants some of his most important 
pr~nuces. He accepted, moreover, a subsidiary 
alha?ce, similar in almost nll respects to that which 
w~s imposed upon the most dependant of the native 
pnnces, nnd consented to nominate to office such 
individuals as possessed, or appeared to possess, the 
confhlcncc of his conquerors. It happened, in<leccl, 
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ns wns invariably the co.se on the first conclusion of 
similar treaties, that here and there a spirited kille
dar refused, for a time, to qurrcndcr his fortress. 
But the overwhelming force which the English 
General was enabled to bring ngninst them reduced 
1111, one after another, to obedience ; so that by the 
end of J nnunry, a second member of that lcarrue 
which the Peishwnh had so adroitly laboured to c~n
solidnte was severed from the trunk. 

The effect upon Scindinh and his)urbulent chief
tains of this utter prostration of Holknr's strength 
was very satisfactory. The former acquiesced without 
a murmur in every arrangement which the Resident 
led him to believe would be agreeable to the 
Governor-Gcnernl,-while the lntter broke off, at 
least ostensibly, all connexion with the Pindnrries, 
and expelled them from their camps. This wns 
particularly the case with J eswunt Rao, to whom, on 
the approach of the English army nt l\Ichudpoor, 
Chctoo ho.cl fled for shelter. He dismissed the free
booter unasked, or if he did retuin secretly in l1is 
1iay a portion of that freebooter's band, he, at the 
same time, received with apparent cordiality the 
officer whom Lord Hastings ho.d appointed to act 
with his troops, under the stipulations of the treaty 
of Gwalior. The consequence wo.s, that the Pin
do.rrics, deprived of all support among the native 
powers, were pursued from point to point by English 
detachments ; and losing nil courngc,-o. quality 
with which they seem never to ho.vc been ovcr
ch!lrged,-were cut to pieces in detail wherever 
overtaken. The results may be stated in few words. 
After leading the ehnse from !lfolwn into Mewnr, 
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nnd from Mewa.r ha.ck a.go.in into l\fahva, Clictoo, 
whose proud spirit could not brook submission, 
found himself deserted by all except about two 
hundred horsemen, with whom he threaded his way 
through the toil.s, and finally joined Appa Sahib, 
in the ra.iny season of 1818. He followed that chief 
throu"'h the mountains and jungles of Mohaclco, and 
would have thrown himself, after their expulsion 
thence, into Assccrgurh, had not the comman<lnnt, 
swayed by motives of selfish policy, closed the gates 
upon him nftcr his troop had been admitted. 
Chetoo made back into the jungle in order to con
ceal himself. Some days elapsed, during which no 
tidings were obtained of him, and it was ima.ginecl 
that he hnd fled to a. much more remote part of the 
continent, when, one morning, his horse, saddled, 
and otherwise ca.parisoned a.s it hnd been when its 
rider first disappeared, was seen quietly grazing 
along the eclge of the forest. A senrch was imme
diately instituted, and in the saddle were found 
severnl valuable rings, besides two hw1<lrc<l and fifty 
rupees in coined money, a. sufficient proof that what
ever his fate might have been, he had, at least, not 
fallen a.mong thieves. Armed parties now pcnetrnted 
the jungle, one of the favourite haunts of the ti,,.er 
in that part of India, and a.ll that remained of the 
leader of twenty thousand men was found to be a. 
ma.ngled head, some fragments of bones, and his 
outer robe satura.ted with blood. 

It may not be a.miss if we state here the fate 
which ornrtook Chetoo's rivals and fellow-lenders, 
\Vasil Mohammed .and Kureem Khan. They never 
recovered the blow which hnd been iuflictc<l upon 



1018.] TIIE PEISHWAII. 45 

them in Mnlwa, and were, at last, after undergoing 
innumerable hardships, and traversing the entire 
breadth of the Deccan, compelled to dismiss the few 
followers that still adhered to their fortunes, and 
surrender at discretion. They were immediately 
transferred to places of safe keeping, and their 
lands and castles, liko those of Chetoo, made onr 
to more deserving occupants. 

,vc return now to tho war with the Pcishwnh, 
which was conducted all this whilo both at Poonah 
and the Kistna, with extraordinary vigour and suc
cess. From the former point, Brigadier-General 
Smith, on the 22d of November, commenced a rapid 
march to the northward, in the hope of overtaking 
the enemy, who were reported to have pitched tl1eir 
tents at Mahaollee, near Satara. On the 24th he 
was at Rajwom1h, where he halted to refresh his 
troops, worn down by the exertions of the previous 
day, during which they hnd, by sheer strength of 
nnn, drno-o-cd a hen,·y buttering-train up the steep 
face of ti,~ little Iloor Ghant. On tho 25th, the 
division accomplished not less than twenty-four 
miles, threateJJed at every ste.p by swarms of irre
gulars ; and forcing the Salpee Ghaut on the 28th, 
caused the Peishwah to break up with precipitation, 
and flee to Possesolee. Here, however, he made 
no permanent stay. Having secured the family of 
the Rajah of Sata.ra, the single object which he 
souo-ht to attain by his movement to the south, he 
doubled back upon Punderpoor ; where, giving the 
slip to General Smith, and passing midway between 
Poonah and Scroor, he advanced northward, on the 
road to Nnssck, till he reached \Vuttoor. Here 
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Trimbukjee D11ingli11 joined him with n consicler
nble reinforcement both of horse 11ncl foot ; 11nd the 
position being 11 strong one, he consented, under an 
impression that he was so.fo, to give to- his jaded 
followei·s some days of repose. 

In the meanwhile, Genernl Smith, who rcachecl 
Punderpoor two duys after the Peishwuh quitted it, 
had drawn off towurds Seroor, where he recruited 
his horses and cattle, deposited his battering-truin, 
and otherwise made ready to net with increased 
effect. He adopted this course becuuse be was 
fully aware, 11s soon as the enemy got so far the 
start of him, th11t mldrcss 11s well as celerity of 
movement would be required, 11nd that, instend of 
pressing upon the rear of the Peishw11h, it would be 
wise to give prevulence to the notion that for the 
present, at lcmst, pursuit would be intermitted. This 
w11s very easily effected; after which he marched 
with a light corps in an easterly direction, entered 
the vulley of the Godavery by the Nimba Deira 
Glrnut, nnd gained, almost unnoticed, the Yillnge of 
Hunnemuntgaum. He w:n~ then considerubly to 
the northwunl of the pos1t10n which the Peishwah 
had taken up, and capable, by a sino-le march of 
interposing between him and N11ssck. Now then the 
enemy became seriously alarmed, but it wns too 
late. He descended into the valley of the Paree in 
sufficient time to learn that the English had passccl 
Sungumner. Uc took a westerly course in the 
tl)rection of Kootool, aucl bccume cntano-led with 
his numerous cavalry in a close aucl difficult country, 
and he re-ascended to "\Vuttoor, still uncertain how 
to act or whithe1· to betuke himself. But the English 
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were by this time advancing rapidly by Rejapoor, 
Tugum, and. Singadeo. There was no longer time 
to delibern.te ; so he struck his tents, led his force 
towards the south, and pushed by forced marches 
along the road to Poonnh. 

The duty of covering Poonah was, nt this time, 
entrusted to Colonel Burr, whose force consisted of 
three battnlions of native infantry, a body of seven
teen hundred irregular cavalry, and a, few pieces of 
light artillery. lie wn.s soon informed of the Peish
wah's approach; and being in ignorance both ns to 
the position and the plans of GeneroJ Smith, he 
P..atnrnlly anticipated an immedinte attack. Under 
such circumstances, he considered it expedient to 
solicit from the nearest British station 11, reinforce
ment of, at least, one battalion.. The request was 
promptly complied with ; and at eight P. M. on the 
31st of December, the 2d battnlion Bombay Nntive 
Infantry, three hundred auxiliary horse, and n 
detachment of artillery with two six-pounders, 
marched, under the orders of Cnptnin Staunton, for 
Scroor. They met with no obstruction by th~ wuy, 
nor did any flying rumours reach them, till one 
o'clock next morning, when, on gaining the heights 
above Koreiguum, an appalling spectacle suddenly 
presentccl itself to the eyes of the officer in command. 
The whole of the plain beneath wus covered with 
the Pcishwah's army: twenty thousand horse, with 
eight thousand infantry, of whom no inconsidernble 
portion were Arnbs, rendered the chances of retreat 
not less desperute than those of nu advance ; while 
the probubilitics of successful resistance, in II country 
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destitute of nll cover, and open 011 every side to the 
action of carnlry, were, to sny the lenst, extremely 
sleuder. Cnptain Staunton, though startled, lost 
not his presence of mind for a moment. He saw 
thnt the road to the village was yet open ; nnd well 
aware that his last hope of salvntion lay in securing 
whatever shelter its walls and houses might supply, 
ho pushed for it at double-quick time. But he 
moved not alone. The enemy, ns if anticipating 
the manrouvre, advanced n strong corps simultan
eously with his own, and both parties reached their 
oTound so completely together, thnt the village 
became, as it were, partitioned out between the 
hostile armies. 

It was well for Captain Staunton and his handful 
of heroes, that the Mahrattas were not, on this 
occasion, supported by n superior artillery. Their 
park, like his own, consisted of two guns only, which 
by some strunge oversight, or, perhaps, by reason 
of their impc1fect pliability, were never brought, to 
nny useful purpose, into play. Tho six-pounders, 
on the contrnry, which accompnnied the detachment 
were soon in an admirab~e position, whence they 
commanded two of the prmc1pal avenues by which 
the enemy could advance in force ; and though 
themselves open to a sweeping musketry fire from 
certain walls and houses near, they did good service 
during the continuance of an action almost without 
parallel in point of severity. But the contest was, 
after all, rather that of man to man, than any trinl 
of skill either in manrouvring or gunnery. From 
ten o'clock in the morning till sunset charges were 
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continually made, which, though bravely conducted 
on ea.ch occasion by fresh troops, were at least as 
bravely sustained a.nd invariably repulsed. 

We will not attempt to give a.ny minute descrip
tion of a. battle, which resembled in a.ll its features 
rather the melee of a. tow·nament than 11 struggle 
between two bodies of disciplined troops. When we 
sta.te, indeed, that the Sepoys fought under every 
disadvantage of straitened room, and the total 
absence of hope, that they tasted nothing nil day, 
not even water,-that their communication with the 
river was entirely cut off-that their ha.udful of horse, 
unable to show themselves on the plain, became 
rather an incumbrance than an aid,-and that there 
were present with them only eight European officers, 
including two assistant surgeons, we shall, it is pre
sumed, have said enough to entitle them to take 
rank among the bravest and most enduring troops 
that ever served under the standard of England. 
But to enter into n minute de to.ii. of ench nssnult ns 
it was rriven and met, would serve no pw·pose wl1ich 
is not ~uch more effectually attuinctl in the following 
spirited extract from Captain Duff's History of the 
Mahrnttas. "Every foot of ground," sa.ys he, "was 
disputed ; several streets were taken and retaken, 
till more than half the European officers being 
wounded, the Arabs made themselves masters of a 
small temple towards the cast side of the village, 
generally usetl as a choultry, where three of the 
officers wore lying wounded. Assistant-Surgeon 
Wingate, one of their number, got up and went out, 
but was immediately stabbed by the Arabs, and his 
body cruelly mangled. Lieutenant Swanston, who 
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had two severe wounds, had the presence of mind to 
ndvise his remaining companions to suffer the Arabs 
to rifle them unresistingly; which they did, but 
committed no further violence ; and in the mean 
time a party of the battalion under Lieut. Jones and 
Assistant-Surgeon Wyllie arrived to their rescue, 
retook the choultry, avenged the deo.th of Mr. Win
gate, and co.rried their companions to 11 plnce of 
greater snfcty. The sufferings of the wounded be
came extreme, from thirst ; nnd the men who con
tinued the conflict were fainting or nearly frantic, 
from the "dreadful privation of water. Some of the 
artillerymen, all of whom bore o. very conspicuous 
part in this glorious defence, proposed to Captain 
Staunton that they should surrender, if terms could 
be obtained. His determined refusal did not satisfy 
them ; but Lieut. Chisholm, their officer, being 
killed, the enemy, encouraged by this circumstance, 
rushed upon one of the guns nnd took it. Lieut. 
Thomas Pnttinson, Adjutant of the bntto.lion, lying 
mortally wounded, being shot through the body, no 
sooner heard that the gun was taken, them getting 
up, he enl\ed to the grenadiers once more to follow 
him ; and seizing a musket by the muzzle, rushed 
into the middle of the Arabs, striking them down 
right and left, until 11, second ball through his body 
completely disabled him. Lieutenant Pattinson had 
been nobly seconded ; the Sepoys, thus led, were 
irresistible, the gun was retaken, and the dead Arabs, 
literall)'. lying above each other, proved how despe
rately it ~o.d been defended. The body of Lieu
tenant Chisholm was found by the gun TI':ith his head 
cut off. Captain Staunton judiciously took admn-
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tagc of the circumstance, by pointing it out to the 
men, and telling them such was the way all would 
be served who fell, dead or alive, into the hands of 
the Mahmttas ; on which they declared they would 
die to a man ; and the conflict was resumed by nll 
with the most determined valour. Captain Staun
ton, Lieut. Jones, and Assistant-Surgeon "Wyllie 
were the only officers who remained fit for duty, ancl 
manfully persevered in continuing the defence. 
Their situation towards evening was very hopeless ; 
Captain Staunton had apprised Colo.nel Burr of the 
difficulties he laboured under, and an unavailing 
attempt from Poonah had been made for his relief. 
As the night fell, however, the vigour of the attack 
relaxed, and the men were able to procure a supply 
of water, By nine o'clock at night the firing ceased, 
and the village was evacuated by the Peishwnh's 
troops." 

The loss of the British in this desperate affair wns 
"reat ; of the battalion, there fell one hundred and 
~eventy-fivo rank and file ; of the auxiliary horse, 
nearly one-half were placed lwi·s de combat ; and of 
the European officers, two were killed on the spot, 
one died next day, and two were wounded. On the 
side of the Mahrattas, between five and six hundrell 
men were slnin ; a heavy list of casualties, without 
doubt, but in its moral effect very little to be 
accounted of, when compared with the impression 
produced upon all minds by the indomitable courage 
of a handful ofwan-iors who appeared to set the odds 
both of numbers and position at defiance. It is said 
that the Peis~"'.ah, in particular, was overwhelmed 
with the connet1on that he hnd, indeed, adventlU'ed 
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upon an enterprise to which his resources were 
wholly inadequate, He sat, during the action, on a 
rising ground, about two miles distant from the vil
lage, while Gokla,, Appa. Desso.ye, and Trimbukjee 
Da.inglia. directed the atta.ck in succession, a.nd 
repea.tedly expressed his impatience by demanding 
of his officers where were now their bonsts of defeat
ing the English, seeing tho.t, with o.11 their strength, 
they could not overwhelm o. single bntto.lion. But 
his impatience and chagrin were alike unavailing. 
Sunset found his Arabs as for as ever from the con
quest of Koreigaum, and the da,wn brought intelli
gence which put a,n immediate stop to further hostile 
proceedings. Genera,l Smith was a.t ha.nd ; and 
hence, after a vain attempt, by means of spies, 
to draw Ca.pta.in Sta.unton from the village, the 
1\fahratta,s broke up, leaving their wea.ried, but still 
determined opponents to accomplish, with a,ll their 
wounded and ba.ggage, a secure and honoumble 
retroat to the point whence they set out. Smarting 
under the sense of utter dogro.do.tion, and co.ger to 
escape tho dangers tha,t threatened him from behind, 
the Pcishwnh, being indifferent to the fate of his 
eap~tal, ago.in took the roa,cl to the south. He passed 
mp1dly through Possesolee a.ml Merich to Gokah on 
tl1e Gutpurba,, giving out tha,t he wns about first to 
re-occupy the provinces ceded at the treaty of Poo. 
na.h, and then to enter, by invitation, the territory 
of the Ra.ja,h of Mysore. 

~ut the rumour, if set on foot for the purpose of 
trymg tl~e temper of the people beyond the Gut
pu)·ba, _d,d !1ot justify the expectations of its author. 
Br,gailier-G,encrnl Munro, 11 umn of rare o.bility both 
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ns a statesman and a soldier, had already been there, 
and had achieved, with a force altogether insignifi
cant, a series of brilliant successes, which broke the 
influence of the Pcishwah, between the Malpurba 
and the Gutpurba, and cut off all hope for his o.dhe
rents. The Peishwah, therefore, finding that there 
was an impediment in his path, and that not only 
General Smith, but General Pritzler was closino
upon him, suddenly re-crossed the Kistno. at GuE 
gata, and passing to the westward, mo.de a detour 
so o.s to throw out h.is pursuers, o.nd reached 1\forich 
by wo.y of Hutanee. He sustained, it is trne, while 
executing this eccentric movement, some loss from 
General Pritzler's co.vo.lry, but the movement itself 
wo.s so masterly, that it occasioned a totally novel 
arrangement in the future conduct of the pw·suit. 

Uno.blc to overtake an army which, being com
posed chiefly of horse, and very little encumbered 
with guns or bo.ggage, threaded defiles and traversed 
jungles quite impervious to regular troops, General 
Smith sat down before So.tarn, which surrendered 
ns soon o.s the mortars were in battery, and before 
n shot had been fired. The possession of this place, 
and the turn which o.ffairs ho.cl manifestly to.ken, in
duced Mr. Elphinstone to execute at once o. scheme 
which, under the so.nction of the Governor-Genera.I, 
he had for some ti.me meditated. Bold steps were 
taken to prepare the minds of the people for the 
degradation of the Peishwo.h and his family, and a 
re-u~justmcnt of the 1\fohratto. empire. A sort of 
IUf!TIIfesto was put forth, in which the crimes, both 
polit)cal and personal, of the delinquent were stated, 
he Jumself pronounced unfit to exercise any longer 
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the functions of royalty ; h_is family outla,vcd ; his 
adherents invited to desert him, on penalty of con
dign punishment ; and assw·ances of protection 
given to all such as should, within a limited time, 
submit themselves. This done, the attention of the 
heads of departments was turned to o. fresh distri
bution of the force employed in the field, of which 
late events hcul shown that, howev.er superior it 
might be to that of the enemy, the orgcmisn,tion was 
not such as to ensure 11 speedy termination of the 
war. 

Up to the present moment the pursuit of the 
Peishwah, like a boar-hunt in the forest of the Ce
vennes, had carried those engaged over a prodigious 
extent ·of country, without appearing to present any 
probable term to their labours. This was owing not 
more to the unwieldy nature of the pursuing force, 
which, uncertain how it might be opposed, mnrchecl 
with heavy guns, and carried convoy in its train, 
than to the inadvcrtency which occasioned n neglect 
of the fortified· places, and, as a necesso.ry conse
quence, left open constant points of retreat to the 
enemy. To Brigndier-General Munro belongs the 
merit of having suggested a plan, of which the ex
cellence was immediately acknowledged by Mr. 
Elphinstone, nnd which appears to us so obviously 
corresponding with co=on sense, that the only 
matter of surprise is how it came to be adopted so 
tnrdily. Generals Smith and Fritzler received 
orders to amalgamate their divisions. Out of the 
mass were formed two new corps, the one light, the 
other heavy ; of which the former consisted entirely 
of horse, lig~1t infantry, go.Hoper and other portable 
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guns-the lntter, of regiments of the line, a batter
ing tra.in, ood the larger and more unwieldy of the 
field-pieces. At the head of the first General Smith 
renewed the chase, being then in a condition to fol
low whithersoever the enemy might lea.d ; while 
General Fritzler, with the last, commenced a series 
of sieges, which promised gradua.lly but surely to 
bring the whole of the Pcishwah's territories into 
subjection. 

The great and immediate benefits which followed 
the execution of this plan furnish the best eviclei!ce 
of its wisdom. It more than answered the expec
tations of its authors ; for as the foll of one strong
hold invariably struck terror into the garrison of 
another, each, as it came late upon the roll of 
sieges, offered less resistance than that which pre
ceded. Nor was the success of Genera.I Smith in 
his mo:e. clashing operations in the open field either 
less lmlhant or less effectual. Having cautiously 
followecl the Peishwah into the country about Pun
cla.poor ancl Sholapoor, he turned suddenly in quest 
of him in the direction of Ashtee, at which place 
the spies reported that he ha.d passecl the night of 
the 19th of February. " The march," we use the 
langua.ge of Colonel Blacker, " was continued with
out intermission by Mundapoor; and at eight o'clock 
in the forenoon of the 20th, the Briga.dier-General 
had the satisfaction of hearing the enemy's nagcir
ras beating below a hill which covered him from 
their view. They were not, however, entirely un
apprised of his approach ; and though unable alto· 
gcthcr to avoid 11 conflict, they were not without 
time to make some preparo.tion for it. They hud 
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prepared to march that morning, and hacl accord
inrrly struck their tents and laden their baggage. 
The Pcishwal1, however, did not consider himself 
safe in a palo.nkeen. He therefore mounted n 
horse, and fled precipitately, with a sufficient guarcl, 
leaving Gokla, with from eight to ten thousnncl 
horse, to cover his retreat, and, if possible, that of 
the baggage. ·when this measure was recommended 
to Bnjee Rao, Gokla, thinking probnbly the entire 
fourth division, with its baggage, was advancing, 
assured him he woulcl amuse the Brigaclier-Genernl, 
who woulcl, as usual, open his guns ; but when the 
British cavalry alone were cliscoverecl moving o;-er 
·the. hill, he found that other clispositions must be 
adopted. His force wns divided into severo.l boclies, 
which made a demonstro.tion of mutually supporting 
each other ; and between them and the British 
cavalry was a nullah of difficult passage, which it 
was necessary for the attacking body to cross." 

While this was going on, the British cavalry con
tinued to advance in regimental columns of threes, 
nt forming distnnce, tho two squadrons of his 
:Majesty's 22nd dragoons being in the centre, the 
7th Mndras nntive cavalry on the right, the 2nd on 
the left. Each flank was supported by some pieces 
of horse-artillery, retired a little from the parallel ; 
and the whole were in the act of deploying, when 
Gokla, at the head of about two thousand horse, 
suddenly cleared the nullah, and passing obliquely 
from the left to the right, pourccl a volley of match
locks on the 2nd cavalry and dragoons, ancl fell in 
with spears nt rest upon the 7th. As yet only 
three troops were formed, and these very imper-
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fcctly. They could not withstand the fury of the 
attack, and became huddled together, till a troop of 
the 22nd, charging by the rear, broke in upon the 
enemy, and opened out a space for them on which 
to net. A fierce encounter followed, in which Gokla 
bore himself nobly, giving and receiving more than 
one sabre wound, till he was at last cut down, 
defending himself to the last, and dying, as he had 
swom to do, sword in hand. The foll of their leader 
served as a signal to the Mah.ruttas to abandon a 
contest which they had hitherto maintained with 
spirit. They broke and fled in all directions, and 
were pursued for about five miles with considerable 
effect ; upwards of two hundred dying by the sword, 
and thrice that number quitting their standards, to 
which they never rettu"ned. 

This little affair, however unfortunately begun, in 
which the loss of the Enrrlish consisted of no more 
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than twenty persons wounded, including the general, 
brought with it results to the full as important as 
might have been expected to flow out of a general 
action. In the first place, with Gokla-cmphatically 
termed the sword of the empire-expired the lust 
hope of the war-party, inasmuch as the whole army 
contained not another man in whom both the Peish
wah and the soldiers were willing to repose implicit 
confidence. In the next place, the cavalry, while 
pressing the chase, found themselves unexpectedly 
joined by a group of persons, among whom were the 
Rajah of Satara, his mother, two brothers, and their 
att<1ndnnts, whom the hurry of the :flirrht had sepa
rated from their guards, and who now 

0

glndly pla_ced 
themselves under the protection of the Enghsh. 
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These events, following fast upon the surrender of 
Satara, and the submission of other fortified places, 
caused n feeling of despondency to spread through all 
the leading men in the country, who began one by 
one to withdraw from the foiling fortunes of the Peish
wah, and to give in theirndhesion to the new order of 
things. And high time it was that such o.s looked only 
to their own benefit should o.bo.nclon o. co.use which o.p
pem·cd doomed to utter destruction. On 1111 sicles the 
tide of invo.sion fl.owed strongly 110d overpoweringly._ 
General Munro, in the north, after reducing upwards 
of twenty forts, was joined by General Webster, 
fresh from almost as ruany conquests on the Gut
purba, and advancing to Sholapoor, gave there the 
fast blow to the Peishwah's power, by destroying his 
infantry corps in a sharp o.ction. In the west, the 
o.rmy of Bombo.y ho.d overrun the Concan ; the north 
wo.s utterly helpless ; and in the ea.st, whither the 
Peishwo.h wns represented to ho.ve retired, there 
existed no rallying point for such as might desire to 
o.id him. In o. word, the die which he ho.cl thrown 
with o. rash and precipitate hand, had turned up, on 
all occo.sions, ago.inst him ; o.nd the crisis which 
should determine his fate ns the head of the Mah
rntta Clllpire wns at hand. 
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CHAPTER III . 

.t{(fairs of llindostan-Scttlements wit!t Seindiah
A meer Klwn and the Rajpoot princcs-Brcakin,(J up 
of the Grand Army-Return of Sir Thomas .Hislop 
to the South-Continued operations against the Peish
wah-Appalt Sal1el>-His treacltery and flight-The 
Peishwalt endeal!O'ltrs to join him-Surrounded at 
Asseergurh and surrenders-.A.ppak Saheb's opera
tions-Capture of .A.sseergurlt-Escape of .A.ppalt 
Saltel>-Britislt Supremacy proclaimed-Settlement of 
tlte Country-Lwd Hastings returns to Europe. 

IT is necessary to advert, for a brief space, to the 
affairs of Hindostan, which were assuming all this 
while, from day to day, n more settled, as well as a. 
much more satisfactory aspect. Overawed by the 
demonstrations of the Governor-Generul, Scindinh 
presurued not to violate, even in the most_ minute 
po.rticular, the spirit of the treo.ty of Gwalior, while 
he readily o.ssented to more than one innovation of 
which it wo.s the tendency to promote the interests 
of the English at least as much ns his own. In like 
manner, Ameer l{han, blending the chicanery of 
the outlaw with the prudence of o. quiet citizen, 
steadily adhered to the engagements into which ho 
hnd entered at the opening of the campaign. It 
WAS to 110 purpose that his turbulent chieftains-for 
tho most part rather the masters than the servants 
of those uncler whose bruiners they marched-ex-
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pressed their nbhorrence of n connexion which, 
while it lessenecl their immedintc influence, bn<lc fair 
to cut off, in clue time, nil those sources of emolu
ment to which they hncl been accustomed to look. 
Amcer, nfter deceiving them for ns long n period ns 
his own convenience seemed to require, su<ldenly 
withdrew from the cnmp, and taking refuge in o. 
fortified town, left them to be dco.lt with ns might 
nppco.r most o.grccnblc to tho wishes of Lord Ho.st
ings. Nor were his Lordship's wishes by this time. 
a secret. He had enrly required thnt the artillery 
should be cleliverecl up-the bnttnlions nncl regiments 
of horse nnd foot disbnn<led ; and Sir Dnvicl Ochter
lony, to whom the cnre of enforcing thnt requisition 
wns intrustcd, hnd moved to II convenient position 
for the purpose of dischnrging his trust. It is not 
nccessnry to describe o.t length the process by which 
so clcsirnble nn end wns nttninccl. Our purpose is 
sufficiently nttnincd when we stntc, tho.t pnrtly by o. 
displo.y of force such o.s the Po.to.us knew not how to 
oppose, aml po.rtly by the judicious promulgation of 
nn order which offered service under the British flng 
to ei<rht thousnnd men, the spirit of faction wns 
brok;n ; nnd the nrtillery hnving surrendered, such 
of the infantry nncl cnvnlry ns found themselves shut 
out from the British rnnks, lost nil confidence, nud 
dispersed. Ameer Khnn bccnmc, from thnt hour, 
confirmed in his new sovereignty, nnd continued ever 
nfter faithful to bis engagements, ns the friend nncl 
nlly of the Company. 

We stated some time ngo, thnt the immediate 
effect of the bo.ttlc of Mchudpoor wns to emnncipnte 
llolko.r from the thrnhlom c:if his sirdnrs ; nnd to 
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bring him more than ever into a state of dcpendancc 
on the English government. Of his chiefs, on the 
other hand, one or two, including J eswunt Rao, the 
friend and protector of the Pindarric Chctoo, endea
voured for a while to maintain n rude independence; 
but the reduction of o. stronghold here and there, 
and the surprise nnd dcfco.t of Jcswunt's party o.t 
J o.wud, soon put o. stop to o.11 further clifficultics in 
thnt quo.rter. Before the micldle of Febrno.ry, there
fore, the clominions of Holko.r were to the full ns 
quiet o.s those of Scindiah or Ameer Khan. Nor 
was the case different in Ajmcer, Malwo., Mcwar, or 
o.ny other of the tracts of country over which the 
tide of wo.r hnd recently swept. All of these, no 
matter how subdivided, or by whnt princes in1me
dio.tely governed, regarded themselves as alike de
pendo.nt on the forbearance of the English ; and as 
a necessary consequence, were alike willing to receive 
the lnw· from o. power which hncl now fairly assumed 
towards them, o.ncl towo.rds Inclio. o.t large, o.n atti
ttllle of open superiority. 

Affairs being brought to this point, nncl the cle
ments of future conspirncies in o, great measure 
destroyed, Lord Hastings determined to relax o. little 
from the military attitude which he hncl assumed 
ou the side of IIiudostan. On the 1st of February, 
the British force actually in the field to the north of 
the Nerbuclclo. was thus disposed. The reserve divi
sion, under Sir Do.vid Ochterlony, occupied o. position 
in tho neighbourhood of J ypoor ; the centre division, 
uncler tl1c persono.l command of the Govcrnor
Genero.1, lay o.long the bunks of the Sindh ; the 
right clivisioa, with 1\fojor-Gcnernl Donkin, wns on 
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its mo.rch to occupy Kumulner, and the usurpations 
of J eswunt Ro.o in Mewo.r, while the left was distri
buted into three corps, of which one was with 
General Mo.rshall, about Sewuj and Beircho.; another 
with Genera.I Browne, in the vicinity of J o.wud ; and 
a third, consisting of two bo.tt11lions of infantry, in 
communica.tion with his Lordship's hea.d-quarters, 
under Brigadier-Genera.! Watson. Of the army of the 
Deccan again, the divisions of Sir Thomas Hislop 
and Sir John Malcolm continued still in the country 
round Mundesore. Lieut-Colonel Ado.ms "l'l'as in 
Bhopal, where he found employment in receiving the 
submission of the Pindo.rrie chiefs. The Guzera.t 
division, after a close pursuit of Chetoo, hacl halted 
in the vicinity of Indore ; while two corps of obser
vation, under Brigadiers Toone and Hardyman, 
were posted-the former on the southern frontier of 
Bahar,-the latter in Jubulpoor. 
· The maintenance in the field of such an army, 
with its train of followers, bullocks, horses, and other 
beasts of burthen, could not but entail a hea.vy 
expense upon the Company's treasury, which was to 
be justified only by the urgency of the case as it had 
originally presented itself to the notice of the local 
authorities. Aware that one gigantic effort will 
generally accomplish what a thousand lesser throes 
might fail to bring about, Lord Ha.stings did not 
scruple to put forth the whole strength of the empire ; 
and the results, in spite of more tho.n one unforeseen 
difficulty, had. fully justified his expectations. Now, 
however, that the necessity for exertion hcul cea.sed 
it hecarue his first duty to relieve tho government 
from the pr~ssure of offensive war, and hence, as 
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soon as he sa,v matters in a satisfactory train of 
adjustment, he made preparations to return within 
his own frontier. 

Having entered with Scincliah into certain terri
torial arrangements, by one of which the rights 
formerly exercised by the Peishwah north of the 
Nerbudda were exchanged for Ajmeer, Solamungur, 
and certain claims which he had been accustomed to 
advance on the Bhoondee principality, Lord Hast
ings quitted his camp ; and marching slowly along 
the river from Sonaree and Oehm·, down to Beirchn, 
arrived, towards the end of February, at the point 
on which, -in the previous November, he had first 
moved for the purpose of enforcing the treaty of 
Gwalior. Here the centre, or head-quarter cli\;siou 
of the army of Hindostan was broken up ; and three 
battalions, with the battering guns, being handed 
over to General Marshall, that they might assist in 
the reduction of the principality of Sagur, the 
remainder were dispersed, the Europeans to Cnwn
pore, and the sepoys along the frontier line of 
Bundclkuncl and Etawa. 

While these things were in progress, cmd General 
Marshall pushed his conquests with equal vigour and 
success, the right division, of which Major-Gcnero.l 
Donkin was at the head, received orders, so soon as 
Jeswunt Rao's possessions in Mewar should have 
been fully overawed, to detach to the support of Sir 
David Ochterlony, in Rajpootana, and to dissolve 
itself. This was effected by the return of the 
:European portion of the corps to the standing can
tonments at Meeruth ; and the mnrch of n brio·acle 
of natiYC infantry, a regiment of cavalry, n;d a 
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proportionate detachme~t of artillery, to H~lkar's 
capital, where, under L1eut.-Colonel Ludlow, it took 
post. Meantime, Jubulpoor was occupied by n 
portion of Brigadier-General Hardyman's corps, 
under the command of Major O'Brien, as well as 
Sergooja, J aulpoor, Sohajpoor, and Sumbhupoor, by 
a detachment from Genero.l Toonc's division under 
Mo.jor Roughsedge. These were wild jungle dis
tricts, inho.bited by tho rcmo.ins of those barbarous 
tribes, of whom we took occasion to speak, in an 
early portion of this. history, as having been driven 
from the open country dUJ•ing the early irruptions of 
the Rindoos, o.nd whose predatory habits rendered 
the annexation of their haunts to the British empire 
valuable only so for o.s it tended to render the fron
tier line more connected, o.nd, o.s a necessary con
sequence, more defensible. 

Having thus disposed of the grand army, Lord 
Ro.stings tUJ·ned his attention to that of the Deccan, 
which, as well o.s the Bombay division, ho directed to 
complete its tour of service, nnd to disperse with o.s 
little delo.y o.s possible, by brigo.dcs, into cnnton
ments. In obedience to these orders, the several 
subsidiary corps, namely, those of Poonnb, Hyder
abad, and Nngpoor, returned to their orio-inal con
dition of dependence on the will of the rc~dents at 
each capital. Colonel Adams, at the same time 
with the division of which he was at the head' 
mnrched upon Chourngurb, a refractory fortress j~ 
the northern extremity of the Mobndco bills, while 
Sir Thomas Hislop himself took the road by Judoor 
and Muhcshwur, into Co.ndeish, where, o.fter rein
forcing Gencro.l Doveton, he was .directed formally 
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to give up the command. In the meanwhile, Sir 
John MoJcolm, to whom a portion of General Ilis
lop's force had been transferred, continued to cover 
such portions of Holkar's ceded dominions as were 
not yet fully organised, and executed a successful 
expedition into Soandwarn, a province on the west 
of 1\folwa, which had long been the favourite haunt 
of an organised band of freebooters. These he 
effectually extirpated ; after which he turned his 
undi\·idcd attention to the settlement of the pro
vinces over which, by virtue of his appointment ns 
civil commissioner, his authority extended. 

All this was satisfactory enough, and the prospect 
of returning everywhere to a peace establishment 
appeared bright, when events befel which gnve, for 
a time, a new direction to the current of public 
affairs. We ha\'e said that Sir Thomas Hislop, 
after strengthening General Doveton's corps in 
Candeish, hnd been instructed to break up his 
<livision, and to repair with the head-quarters of the 
nrmy of the Deccan to Madrns. On the 21st of 
February he pnssc<l the Nerbmlda, not for from 
1\fohcshwur, and arrh;ng on the 22d at the fort of 
Surdwar, summoned it to surrender. No resistance 
was offered, and the garrison being replacecl by a 
battalion of sepoys, with a view of overawing the 
country between the Satpoora range and the Ner
buddn, Sir Thomas resumed his march. Ile arrived 
on the 27th in the vicinity of Tah1er, one of those 
fortified rocks with which the Deccan is studded, 
and which, as it commanded the ford over the 
1'aptec, had been claimed by the English, and 
ceded Ly llolkar at the peace of Mundcsorc. Not 
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anticipating any opposition here, the march was 
conducted without much rcgo.rd to order, that is to 
say, the baggage, which usually proceeds either in 
the rear or centre of the column, was pushed forward 
without any escort to protect it. Scarcely had tho 
animals como within range of the fort, when several 
guns opened upon them, and the bat-men, taking 
fright, fell back with precipitation and in extreme 
disorder upon the columns. A parley followecl, 
which led to no satisfactory explanation, and Gene
ral Hislop was in consequence compelled to suspend 
l1is further progress, that he might invest the place. 

The ghuITie, or stronghold of Talner consisted of 
a round hill, which rose from the edge of the Taptec 
to a height of about sixty or seventy feet, and was 
begirt by several circles of stout masonry, the inte
rior invariably overlooking that which was without, 
and tho whole connected by gates and winding bar
bicans. Against heavy artillery it could offer no 
resistance ; but of heavy artillery Sir Thomas 
Hislop W(\S destitute, and his six-pounders, though 
they sufficed to drive the Arab gunners from their 
posts, mo.de little or no impression upon the walls 
themselves. In these circumstances it was deter
mined to blow open the gate, and to force at the 
point of the bayonet an entrance, should the killcdar 
continue his resistance. But before a shot was fired, 
the storming party, which had advanced close to the 
defences, ascertained that a portion of the wall hacl 
fallen in, and that there was an aperture between 
the gate-frame and what had once been the lintel suffi
ciently capacious to admit them in single file. ' In a 
moment the men sprang across, and found the 
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second gate unbarred ; they passecl that also, and 
pushed, with hasty steps, across the area. Now, 
then, at last, the killedar became seriously alarmed ; 
and a wicket beiug opened, he presented himself 
before them, for the purpose of negotiating the 
terms of a surrender. 

The storming party was accompanied by Lieute
nant-Colonel Conway, Lieutenant-Colonel Macgregor 
Murray, and several other officers attached to the 
staff. While some of these held a rapid conversa
tion with the killedar, which in the bustle and noise 
that surrounded them was probably very little under
stood, Colonel Murmy, conceiving that the opportu
nity ought not to be lost of establishing a hold upon 
the place, quietly passed the wicket, and was followed 
by Major Gordon and three grenadiers. The 
remainder of the talc we give in the words of Colonel 
Blacker. Colonel Murray, though he placed himself 
within the line of the enemy's works, "refrained 
from drawing his sword, to show that he had no 
intention of breaking off the pnrley. He expected 
to be followed by as many men as should be able to 
maintain themselves in a confined situation ; but 
four or five persons only lrnd got in, when the 
enemy, apprehending the consequences, attuckecl 
most furiously, and laid them all dead except Colonel 
Murray, who fell towards the wicket covered with 
wounds. They attempted then to close the wicket, 
but their efforts were rendered ineffectual by a gre
nadier, who thrust his musket, with a happy p,resence 
of mind, into the aperture, and secured that e'ntrance 
until Lieutenant-Colonel Macintosh and Captain 
l\focraith forced it open. It was held in this state 

F2 



68 DltlTISll INDIA, [1810. 

during the time that the Captain was, with one 
hand, drngging Colonel Murro.y through it, and 
warding off blows with his sword in the other. A 
fire was now poured in through the wicket, which 
cleared the gate-way sufficiently for the head of the 
storming party, under Captain Macgregor of the 
Royals, to enter ; and the plo.cc was carried without 
further difficulty, but o.t the expense of that officer's 
life. As soon o.s the supporting deto.chment could 
open the gate, many troops poured in, the gllrrison 
were shortly put to the sword, and the killedar was 
hanged the same evening to a tree on the flag-stllff 
tower." 

Sir Thomas Hislop left a ganison in To.Iner, and 
passing the Tllptee, marched by Umulner to Pah
rola, where he came into communication with General 
Doveton's corps, of which the head quarters were 
then at Outran. The llltter, after settling the affairs 
of Nagpoor, had returned, ellrly in Jo.nuary, to the 
west, and being thwarted in his design of lo.ying 
siege to Asseerghur, wo.s employed in receiving the 
submission of various forts o.nd castles, which ho.d 
heeu ceded to the English by Holko.r. But from 
this both he llnd Sir 'fhomas Hislop were soon 
ca:lled awo.y by the arrival of a new actor on the 
stage,-for the Peishwah, of whom little hud re
cently been heurd, suddenly appeured 'umong the 
Ghauts, which interpose between Candeish and the 
vale of_the Goduvery. Of the circumstances which 
drew lupi thither it will be necessary to give some 
account. 

We left Al'.po.h Saheb, th~ Rujo.h of Nllgpoor, 
awakened o.s it were from hIS dreo.m of o.mbition, 
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nnd rea.dmitted, by the kindness of Mr. Jenkins aud 
the generosity of the Governor-General to the bene
fits of a. British a.11.ianee. Strancre ns it may appear, 
it is neYertheless perfectly true, "'that a. sense of per
sonal danger no sooner ccnsed to operate than he 
began to repent of bis hasty submission, ancl to 
devise new schemes of revolt. The treaty of recon
eilia.tion was, indeed, a.s yet incomplete, when be 
issued secret orders to the governors of his fortified 
pla.ees, tha.t they should hold out a.go.inst the English 
wherever there appea.red to be the slightest chnnce 
of gaining by resista.nce even the ndva.ntage of a. 
little time. In like manner he directed the Gonnds 
and other sa.vage tribes which acknowledged his 
sovereignty, to act upon the convoys and detach
ments of the British army ; and by both parties were 
his instructions so faithfully obeyed, that on more 
than one occasion the progress of settling the coun
try was seriously impeded. Chouragurh, :Muncleln, 
Dha.monee, and other forts, were not reduced till they 
had respectively withstood a siege, while the process 
of recruiting went on, more especially among the 
Ambs, with a. degree of spirit which augured no long 
duration of the peace. Mr. J enk.ins no sooner be
came a.ware of these ~hings than his suspicions were 
roused ; and he began immediately to tnke such 
steps as the emergency seemed to require ; commu
nicating from time to time to the Governor-General 
such information a.s he chanced to receive. 

Nothing tended more to sharpen the suspicions 
,.,f 1'.Ir. Jenkins than the frequent interchange of 
couriers which begnn to ta.kc place between the 
Rnjo.h and Gumput Rao, a. turbulent chief, who 
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had escaped with the remains of the Nngpoor 
army, after its defeat by ~nernl Doveton. Mr . 
.Jen kins caused some of these to be nrrested, and 
found o.mple proof that o.rrnngements were o.lready 
completed for the advance of the Peishwnh into 
Nngpoor, and the junction of his forces to those of 
Appnh Suheb. There wus no longer room for 
doubt us to the course ,vhich it behoved him to 
follow. Ile cuused the Ro.jo.h to be seized in his 
own pnlace ; brought him in us o. sort of stnte
prisoner to the residency; and hn,ing drnwn up an 
ample statement of events o.s they had befallen, 
sent it, with a request for further instructions, to 
Lord Hastings. But tho.t against which he hoped 
to provide wns o.lrendy in progress. Gumput Rao 
joined the Pcishwo.h, w11s present with his horse at 
the bnttle of Astree, nnd continued to sho.re his 
fortunes till their united army reached Puvindn, 
where two confidenti11l agents met them, with a 
statement of Appnh So.heb's c11ptivity, and o.n urgent 
entrea.ty tha.t they would ma.rch without delo.y to 
his relense. The Peishwnh, however, was not yet 
sufficiently mo.ster of himself to attend to the requi
sitions of an o.lly, however pressing. Ile continued 
his flight northwo.rd, currying the vnkcels o.long 
with him, nnd, nfter o. vu.in o.ttempt to surprise 
Newusa, crossed the Godo.very o.t Phooltnmbo., o.nd 
marched upon Kopergnon. It is not worth while to 
follow him from st[lge to stnge in the eccentric 
movements which he found it necessary to execute. 
Enough is done when we state, tho.t early in Mo.rch 
he skirtccl into Cnndeish, whence lie fled with the 
utmost pre~ipitntion ns soon as ho hnd nscertnincd 
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thnt Sir Thomo.s Hislop wo.s between him o.nd Bur
ho.mpoor ; o.nd tho.t from Assce, on the Perce, the 
most southerly point to which he judged it prudent 
to retreat, he turned abruptly to the eastward, and 
mo.do for Nagpoor. Bnt it was now too lo.te to 
retrieve a go.me which ho.d from the first gone en
tirely ago.inst him. His enemies closed round him 
on every side, and being <lri.en across the \Vurdn, 
he wos reduced to the necessity of shifting from 
point to point, without any other view tho.n tho.t of 
escaping one or other of the columns which from nll 
quarters pressed upon his line of mo.rch. 

As soon o.s the rco.l condition of the Peisbwah's 
force ho.d bceu o.scerto.ined, Sir Thomo.s Hislop con
sidered it unnecesso.ry to continue the pursuit ; o.nd 
t-o.king with him such troops as could be most con
veniently spa.red, returned to Mo.dras. Meanwhile, 
the officers in eommo.nd of brigo.des and divisions 
vied with one nnother in their efforts to bring the 
fu<Titive prince to bo.ttle. It fell to the lot -of 
c.;lonel Adam to accomplish tho.t object. The 
Peishwo.h, alarmed by the approach of General 
Doveton to Pundur-Koura, wo.s in full retreat 
towards the north, when Colonel Adam fell in with 
him about five miles from Soonee, o.nd immedio.tely 
attacked. It wo.s a rout, rather than a. battle. One 
regiment of cavalry, the 5th, of Bengal, with n 
brigade of horse artillery, put the whole of B11jee 
Ilao's army to flight, nnd pursued it many miles 
with unsp11ring vigour, so as to cut clown not less 
thnn one thousnnd men, a.ml to cnpture five elc
plmnts with all the baggage. The Peishwnh never 
rccoycrcd thnt blow. His adherents fell off from 
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him d11y by d11y, till he w11s left, ere long, with 
about eight thousand followers ; among whom, the 
only sirdars thnt continued faithful to his broken 
fortunes, were Trimbukjee, and two others, with 
the widow of the gallant Goklo., At the same 
time, his principnl fortresses, both in the south nnd 
west, fell one by one into the hands of tho English, 
Of General Munro's successes wo h11ve alrcncly 
spoken ; those of Gencrnl Pritzler noel Colonel Aclnm 
were not less marked ; for the former reclucecl 
"\Vusotn, nfter a fc,v· days' bombardment ; and the 
latter, in II space of time scarcely more protracted, 
made himself master of iho important cnstle of 
Chandn. In the former of these places were found 
two English officers, whom, at the opening of the 
campaign, the Peishwnh ho.cl imprisoned, nncl who 
had been kept ever since in ignorance of the move
ments of their countrymen, even when they hacl 
begun to open their fire upon their place of confine
ment. Nor ,vns this all. Severo.I members of the 
Rajah of Sntaro.'s family were relieved o.t the same 
time from n captivity which Bnjee Rno clcsignecl to 
encl only with their lives ; and one more ground of 
nccuso.tion, in addition to the many o.lrendy em
ployed, wns immediately, and by a very intelligible 
process, made out ngninst tho Pcishwah. 

In the meanwhile, Appah Saheb wns kept a 
close prisoner within the residency at N agpoor, 
where Mr. Jenkins, alarmed by the rumoured 
nd\'llnce of Bnjee Rao, had rundc ample prepnrntions 
to sustain n siege. As soon, however, as the affnir 
of Soonee bccnme known, arrangements were mnclo 
to trnnsfcr liim to a pince of greater security ; nnd 
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he was in due time marched, under o.n escort of the · 
22d Bengal Native Infantry, towards the British 
territories. The particular agency through which 
he contrived to work upon the feelings of the sepoys 
hns never been nsccrtnined, further thnn that sus
picion rests strongly upon a Brahmin who nccom
pnnicd the pnrty from the capital ; but the escort 
had not proceeded beyond the frontier of Nngpoor, 
when it wus ascertnined thntAppnh Snhebhad escaped 
in the disguise of o. private soldier. Every exertion 
was made to truce his flight, but in vu.in. He was 
heo.rd of at different places, but nowhere overtaken, 
till he found both shelter nnd a bnnd of deYotcd 
followers among the Gonnds. It wns to no purpose 
that large rewards were offered to such as should 
deliver him up, dend or nlive. No one betrayed 
him ; nnd the wreck of the Pindnrrics, including 
Chetoo nnd his Durshn, ns well as numerous strag
glers from the Peislnvnh 's army, rendered him, ere 
long, the bend of n very formida.ble bnnd of free
booters. 

We return to the Peishwnh, whoso o.ffnirs, o.fter 
the defcnt o.t Soonee, becnme, even in his own eyes, 
completely desperate. There was indeed but one 
hope left,-namely, thnt Scindinh, in the eveut of 
his renching his dominions with the scmblnnce of 
an army, might yet join him; nnd to the renlisn
tion of this Inst vision of 1111 active imnginntion nil 
efforts were forthwith directed. Not thnt he cnl
culnted on a. prolongation of tho wnr, to which be 
wns now con,inced tho.t his strength hnd never 
been adequate ; but he hoped to find in tho l\fnho. 
Rajnh an influentinl mediator ; in other words, to 
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obto.in through his intervention nt lea.st fuvouro.ble 
terms of submission. While, therefore, he sent off 
proposals both to Mr. Elphinstonc o.nd Mr. Jenkins, 
he crossed the To.ptcc nco.r its confluence with the 
Poorno., o.nd proceeded down the vnllcy us fo.r us 
Chupuro, with the design of penetrating into Hin
dostun by the Surdwa Gho.ut and Indore. Ilut he 
discovered at Chupo.ra, tlmt the way wns bo.rrcd 
against him, and tho.t Sir John Malcolm occupied 
the line of the Nerbudda from Ilindia to :Muhesh
wur. He therefore retreated to the vicinity of 
Asscergurh, where, after despatching a confidcntiul 
agent to Sir John, with proposal\! of surrender, he 
avowed his intention, in case the proposuls should 
be rejected, of sustaining a siege, und perishing 
among the ruins of the citndel. 

The extra.ordinary readiness with which the 
governor of Asseergurh-a fortress belonging to 
Scindin.h, and therefore in nllinnce with the English 
- held out to the fugitive Peishwo.h the right ho.nd 
of fellowship, left no doubt touching the dispo
sition of Scindia.h himself, however much a regard 
to tho relative situo.tions of the contending parties 
might induce him to disguise it. It was clear, 
indeed, that should Bajec Rao succeed in reaching 
Gwalior, the war would be as for as ever from its 
conclusion ; and hence it became o. point of the 
greatest importance to hinder, nt ulmost nny cost, 
the occurrence of so great a cnlnmity. This con
sideration, as well us an earnest desire to put o. 
speedy period to the harussing und unsatisfactory 
service on which his troops ho.d been so long 
employed, induced Sir J ohu Mnlcolm to nccetle to 
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the Peishwnh's desire, by opening with him a. nego
tiation, which was conducted for a while, on both 
sides, through trustworthy agents, and led at last 
to a personal interview. Many demnnds were made 
by the Peishwah which the opposite party refused 
to grnnt; nnd various nncl important were the modi
fications introduced at nlmost e,·ery stage in the 
transactions. But in the end it was nrrnnged that 
the Peishwnh should renounce, both for himself 
uncl his family for ever, all authority over the Mnh
rntta nation ; that he should become a sort of stnte
prisoner in the hands of the English with an annual 
pension of eight Ines of rupees, or 100,000l. ster
ling ; and that the chiefs who had adhered to him 
should be secured, not in their military jnghires, 
but in the possession of such property as might 
have been handecl down to them by their ancestors. 
It is worthy of remark that in this treaty of sub
mission all mention of Trimbukjee wns omitted, the 
Peislnrnh having peremptorily declined to be n 
pnrty, either directly or indirectly, to his seizure. 

On the 3rd of June, nt eleven o'clock in the 
morning, Bnjee Rno passed into the English cnmp, 
whither he wns followed by a body of five thousand 
horse, nncl three thousand infantry. Of the latter, 
twelve hundred were Arabs ; and there cnme in 
not long afterwards several parties from the hills, 
which swelled the total amount to twelve thousand. 
This it must be confessed wns u formidable army, 
tho annihilation or dispersion of which coulil bo 
nccomplished only by the sncrifice of some Jives, 
nncl the enclurance of much ndditional fatigue by 
the sur"l"ivors. Y ct it mny ndmit of a question 
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whether the price nt which submission was pur- , 
chnscd did not considerably surpnss in value the 
benefit sccUl'ccl. No doubt the Pcishwah might 
have survived nnothcr defeat, which situated ns he 
wns, would hnvc ns surely overtaken him ns it did 
at Soonce ;-in which cnse n, junction with Appnh 
Soheb lay not beyond his rench. But even in this 
cnse it could hnrdly be snid thnt his position would 
be improved, or his means of continued resistance 
nt nil increosed. " They could never," snys a com
petent authority, sperik.ing of the supposed junction, 
" with nil their menns, hn.ve mode head against a 
British force of the strength of n, battnlion of 
infantry, or n. regiment of cavalry ; nor could the 
country in which they must ho.ve token refuge 
nfford subsistence for greater numbers thnn were 
nctuo.lly cooped up in it with Appnh Sahcb ; so thnt 
famine, a principo.l instrument ns it was in the sub
sequent operations, would ho.ve proved o. yet more 
powerful agent for us, hnd Bo.jee Ro.o likewise 
sought refuge in the sumo wilds." 

,Vhatever truth there mo.y be in this rensoning, 
it is certain thnt the terms grnntcd to the Pcishwah 
were n great deal more liberal than it hod entered 
into the contemplation of the Govcrnor-Gcnernl to 
afford. Sound policy, however, and a sense of 
what wns due to the <!ho.meter of a trusted nnd an 
able agent, induced his Lordship to ratify the treaty 
as soon ns it was presented to him, nnd the Pcish
wah was in consequence conducted to Bithoor, a 
place of Ilindoo pilgrimngc in the vlcinity of Cawn
poor, which he hnll aelcctccl as his future residence. 
It wns curioJJs to observe the effect produced nmong 
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his lnte ndherents by the humilintion of their chief. 
They fell off from him by whole sections ; some 
clnmouring for nrrenrs of pny, others nccusing him 
of hnviug brought them nnd their families to ruin 
by his folly, till in the end his escort wus reduced 
from eight thousnnd, to something less thnn eight 
hundred men. The nntives of Indio., it nppenrs, 
exhibit iu cnses of reverse of fortune the so.me 
grnnd features of mornl chnrncter with the more 
polished inhnbitnnts of France nnd of Englnnd. 

The foll of the Peishwnh hnd the effect, ns it wns 
no.turn! thnt it should, of pnrnlysing the exertions of 
the lesser chiefs in ull pnrts of the country. Even 
Trimbukjee mnde n tender of submission, which wns 
rejected. He then fled, under cover of the guns of 
Asseergurh, to seek n precarious subsistence us the 
lender of n bnnd of robbers, who very soon deserted, 
him. Not on~ however, of Bnjee Ro.o's sirdnrs ever 
attempted to rally the dispersed forces of theiF 
muster, or to keep the field ; nnd of tho Arab mer
ccnnries only II portion mo.de their wny ncroas tho 
hills in senrch of Appnh Snheb, under whose ban
ner they took service. It wns nn ensy mntter to 
reduce to submission n principnlity where the spirit 
of the lending men wo.s everywhere so thoroughly 
broken. Every fortified place opened its gntcs ; 
nnd before the end of the season, Mr. Elphinstone, 
to whom the cnre of settling the country wns in
trusted, hnd mo.de grent nud sntisfoctory progress 
in the nccomplishmeut of his tnsk. 

All this while Appnh Snheb wns passing from 
point to point nmong the hills, nnd guthering round 
him, from the wreck of other armies, n host of cles-
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perate men, with whom he waged n desultory nncl 
annoying war upon the posts and convoys of the 
English. A body of one hundred sepoys, under 
Capta.in Sparkes, was attacked on its way to Bytool, 
and destroyed, after a desperate resistnnce. The 
valley of Bytool was immedi11tely entered and plun
dered ; while at Shalpoor, a party of eighteen men 
wns surprised nnd cut to pieces, the village being 
afterwards committed to tho Ho.mes. In like man
ner tho Goands everywhere flew to o.rms ; nnd 
thour,h defeated 11s often ns found, they neverthe
less ~pread over more thnn one fertile region the 
horrors of barbarous war. Troops were forthwith 
marched into Gondwnnn from nil quarters. Fort 
nfter fort was tnken ; and the enemy, being driven 
in to the closest jangles, perished for lack of food ; 
till towards the end of October, Appah Snheb, re
duced to the greatest distress, wn5 glad to seek 
shelter with a few followers among tho most inac
cessible points of the Mohndeo mountains. Round 
these, cho.ins of posts woro immediately dmwn, 
while preparations were made to penetrate, "\\;th 
light columns, into tho hcnrt of the deepest valleys, 
where it was imugined tho.t the fugitive might 
endeo.vour to conceal himself. 

Wo sto.ted some time ago tb11t Chetoo, the Pin
darrie lencler, nfter escaping from Sir John Malcolm 
nt tho Chumbul, took service with Appah Saheb, 
and perished miserably. Ho was at this time a. 
partner of Appah's clesperate fortunes, ancl proved, 
by his hubits of vigilance and activity, a singularly 
vuluablc ally. Under his guidance, the Rajah 
shifted his !uir, from cloy to clny, and at last, taking 
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udvnntngc of 11 single folse movement in the column 
which pressed him, effected his escape. Five hun
dred Arabs, who attempted to follow, were indeed 
cut to pieces, but Appah, Chetoo, and 11 band of 
cho3cn horsemen, burst into the plain, and pushed 
with cqunl rapidity and caution for Asscergurh. "In 
a moment the alarm spread, and every disposable 
mun and horse were put in requisition for the pur

_posc of intercepting the freebooters in their route. 
Brigadier-General Do.eton took the field with the 
Niznm's subsidiary force, nnd advancing from Ellich
poor to W urkcrn detached thence Colonel Pollock 
into the valley of the Tnptcc, with orders to reduce 
Jelpee Amccr, into which some of Appnh's followers 
hnd thrown themselves, and to cut off all communi
cation between Asseergurh and the Mohndco hills, 
by 11 well-connected line of piquets. The Colonel 
appeared before the pince on the 6th of J nnunry, 
1819, nnd opened o. bo.ttcry of six-pounders on tho 
8th ;-the fire of which, though little destructive to 
the ,.-nils, induced the garrison to propose o. capitu
lation. To this, however, Colonel Pollock, who was 
aware of the advance of 11 heavy train, refused to 
listen, nnd the siege wns continued with unabated 
fury. But Colonel Pollock did not know the habits 
of the men with whom he hnd to deal. That very 
night the garrison stole from their sally-ports, crept 
on their hnnds nnd knees along the deep bed of the 
river, nnd, eludiug the notice both of out-posts nnd 
sentinels, got clcnr off. 

Reing thus put in possession of J el pee Amcer, 
Colonel Pollock established there his hend-quo.rters, 
and remained on the nlcrt till further orders shoulcl 
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rc11ch him. On the 3d of Fcbru11ry an express c11mc 
in which induced him to advance as for as Puploud, 
a~d to cover every road which led to Asscer with 
piquets of cavalry. These arrangements were com
pleted on the morning of the 4th, and the troops, 
warned of the necessity for vigilance, did their duty 
as became them,-patrolling frequently both to the 
front and on the flanks, and permitting no _humnn 
being to po,ss unexamined. '.rhus it was till the 
eYcning, when a small po,rty of mounted men ap
proached a post which had been established in the 
village of Yoora or Ioorn. The troopers instantly 
turned out,-upon which the horsemen, dispersing 
into groups e11ch consisting of five or six persons, 
dashed forward, some in one direction, some in 
another. One knot alone seemed to waver; but 
when the cavalry made a movement as if to seize 
them, they suddenly drove their horses into 11 ravine, 
and dis11ppeared among the underwood. Both Appah 
nnd Chetoo, the Pindnrree, were of that party; nncl 
tl~ey rco.chcd Asseergw·h the following morning 
without any accident. 

Of the fate which overtook Chetoo amon(J' the 
jungles that surround Asseergurh, we took oc;asion 
to speak in 11 previous chapter. That of Appnh, 
though less trngical, was sc11rcely less striking. 
The governor of Asseergurh refusing to deliver him 
up, and persisting in such refusal in spite of a per
~nptory command from Scindiah, the divisions of 

ei~er_al Doveton 11nd Sir John :Malcolm proceeded 
to 1mest _the place ; and there opened upon its 
dcf_ences, m due time, one of the most formidable 
trains of ba~teriug cannon which has ever been 



1819.] FALL OF ASSEERGUnn. 81 

brought to bear by a British army in India. On 
the 17th of March the labours of the siege began; 
and they were prosecuted with unabating vigour up 
to the 8th- of April. The garrison made, during 
this interval, repented sorties, and altogether con
ducted the defence with praiseworthy courage ; but 
the superior skill of the assailants rendered their 

· cow·nge unavailing, even though ussisted by works 
of no common strength. On the 9th of April 
Asscergurh surrendered, and twelve hundred Arabs, 
Sindees, and Mukrnnees laid down their arms in 
the ditch. 

Two discoveries were effected upon the subo:iission 
of this place, both of them altogether unexpected, 
and, though after 11 different fashion, both highly 
interesting. In the first place, it was uscertnined 
that Appah Saheb wus not within the fortress, and 
that, if any credit could be given to the assevera
tions of the governor, he hnd never been there. He 
fled, it wus asserted, on the first approach of the 
Enrrlish, und left no trnce behind of the route which 
he 

0

hnd taken. In the next plnce, 11 letter from 
Scindinh was found, which contained orders to the 
killedar, that he should afford to Bnjee Rao every 
assistance in his power, " because," continued the 
document, " should you not do so, I shall be per
jured." That letter sufficiently accounted for o, 

line of conduct which, from first to last, had excited 
the surprise of the English lenders ; and sufficiently 
fixed upon the court of Gwalior the guilt, if such it 
migh_t be termed, of the gove~nor's obstinacy. Lord 
Hnstmgs could not well pern11t so glurinrr nn act of 
duplicity to pass unpunished, however r;luctaut he 

YOL, IV. u 
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might be to disturb the good understanding which 
subsisted between his own government llild thnt of 
Scindiah. He, therefore, directed the letter in 
question to be sent to Gwalior, as a keen though 
delicate reproof to him who wrote it ; and causing 
the English standard to be hoisted on the walls of 
Asaeergurh, annexed it to the possessions which the 
Company had nlreo.dy o.cquired in tho.t po.rt of Indio.. · 

The siege of Asseergurh constituted the Inst 
importo.nt military operation which co.n be snid with 
propriety to be in any way connected with the pro
secution of the Mahrntta war. As soon as the fort 
surrendered, and the dispositions consequent upon 
the removo.l of the garrison were complete, the 
troops of the three Presidencies returned to their 
respective cantonments ; so that, with the exception 
of a trifling force which the Bombay government 
continued to employ in bringing to submission the 
petty court of So.wintwo.rce, there wns not, ere long, 
a single British regiment in the field. We cnnnot 
po.use to describe either the movements of tho.t 
force, or the proceedings of n nnvo.l expedition, 
which was directed, o.bout the so.me time, to the 
suppression of pirncy on the Arnbinn coust, and 
among the islands of the Persian Gulf. Let it 
suffice to state, that both expeditions proved emi
nently successful ; and that, at sea as well us on 
shore, o.n end wo.s put to that system of rapine and 
misrule which had so long crnmped the energies und 
rendered useless the industry of nil clnsscs of per
sons connected with the. trade· and agriculture of 
Indio.. 

It wo.s not, ~owcvcr, enough to ho.vc rooted out 
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the Pindarries, and, by breaking the power of the 
Jifahratta confederacy, to ho.ve freed the British 
provincl!l! from the hnzo.rd of immediate molestation. 
The very successes which attended them in a war 
of unexo.mpled mngnitude ho.d plnced the Compo.ny's 
government in a toto.lly novel situation, forcing upon 
them, as it were, the adoption of that universal 
sovereignty which it had been so long and so sin
cerely their object to a.void. Whnt was to be done 
with the conquered provinces? Would it be judi
cious to re-erect them into independent principalities, 
or, by parcelling them out among the crowned heads 
that were still left, to render them capable, at some 
future period, of seriously interfering with the tran
quillity of their benefactors ? Lord Hastings did 
not fail to take these questions into his most serious 
consideration, o. measure to which the well-known 
wishes of the home authorities strongly impelled 
him ; but, o.fter weighing them in o.1.1 their bearings, 
ho came to the deliberate conclusion, that the adop
tion of either course would bo productive of tho 
worst consequences. He saw that there was no 
halting half-way. An attentive- reference to the 
po.st history of India mnde him aware tho.t there 
had nlways been some one power to which the rest 
looked up as to a feudal superior, and that in exnct 
proportion to the vigour displayed by the ndminis
trntion of that power, the lesser states enjoyed nu 
exemption from rapine nud misery. Like o. wise 
ns well as a bold statesmo.n, he determined to assun1e 
nt once the attitude which could not be shunned 
except with dishonour. It was publicly given out 
that the Compnny's Govcrmuent ho.d taken the 

G 2 
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plnce of thrit of the :Mogul ; nnd the rendy ncqui
escence which wns everywhere girnn to the nn
nouncement showed thnt it wns not only expected, 
but in some degree desirecl. 

Tnking this ns his principle of nction, Lord 
Hnstings proceeded to dispose of the provinces 
which his nrms hnd ncquired, with o. view chiefly to 
promote the interests of his own country, ns for os 
this could be done consistently with the welfare of 
the people ot Jorge. Of his determination to re
estnblish the Rajah of Satnruh in something like 
royal dignity, we hnvc elsewl1erc spoken. That 
object wns now accomplished by allotting to him 
oud liis heirs the city of Sntoro, with just so much 
of territory nnnexed ns would enable him to keep 
up the stote of a. petty prince, without in nny degree 
relensing him from the tic of nbsolute dependence 
on the English. The number of troops which he 
should be . permitted to nmintnin wns distinctly 
specified. 'l'hc mode by which both his fiscal and 
judicinl affairs should be odministcred wos defined ; 
ond there wos sto.tioned o.t his cour~ nn English 
resident, to whom he wns tnught to look up ns to 
his political superior. Finnlly, ns the whole of the 
Peishwah's dominions, with this exception, were 
formnlly tnken possession of in the name of the 
Company, it needed no ghost from the gmve to 
convince even the inexperienced Rajnh, thnt the 
Jifohruttn nation had ceased to exist. 

Similar, in nlmost every respect, wns the conduct 
pursued in reference to the Nagpoor state, of which 
by for the larger proportion become o.ttnchetl to the 
British empire) while the rewnnnt, under o. sove-
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reign of British crcntion, could clnim no more digni
fied rank than tlmt of 11, dependent principnlity. Over 
Mnlwn, too, Mcwnr, Cnndeish, &c., the suprcmncy 
of the Company's Government wns estnblished; 
while to Holknr wns left but n frngmcnt of the vnst . 
possessions which, n few ycnrs previously, owned the 
sway of his predecessors. Scindiah alone, indeed, 
of all the Mahro.ttn cf1icfs, rctnincd his sovereignty 
undiminished in extent, however much it might be 
shorn of its grcntncss ; nnd with Amccr Khan nnd 
the Rajpoot princes, ns well ns with the rulers of 
Bhopnl, Kolo.poor, nnd S11wuntwnrce, such nrrnnge
mcnts were mo.de ns rendered them both ostensibly 
nnd iii fact mere vnssnls to the British crown. 

The elfoct of these nrr11ngements was to give to 
the Comp11ny's government n direct control over two
thirds of the Indian continent, with a. parnmount 
superiority which wns felt nnd ncknowlcdged both by 
the rulers nnd inhnbitnnte of the remaining portion. 
" The Indus," to use Lord Hastings' words, when 
l"Cplying to nn address of eongrntulation presented to 
him by the merchants of Culcuttn, " the Indus was 
now in effect their frontier," nnd nll within it were 
nttnchcd to them, either from nffcction or respect. 
Nor wns the prudence of the method pursued, in 
order to consolidate these important conquests, less 
conspicuous in nil its detnils, thnn the hnrdihooll 
which prompted to the conquests themselves. W nmed 
both by his own experience, nnd by the representa
tions of such men ns Mr. Elphinstonc, Sir Thomns 
!! unro, nnd Sir John MoJcolm, Lord Ilnstings rondo 
no attempt to introduce into the new provinces the 
jmlici_nl and revenue systems of Dengnl, but wisely 
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plo.ced over them functiono.ries nt once o.ble o.ncl 
willing to give effect to such lo.ws o.nd institutions o.s 
they should find o.lreo.dy esto.blished. At Poonah 
Mr. Elphinstone resided ns commissioner till the close 
of 1819, when his removnl to the government of 
Bombny threw the power into the hands of Mr. 
Chnplin, nn o.ble nnd experienced public servant, by 
whom the provinces wrested from tho Peishwah were 
administered, for some time, with equo.l firmness o.nd 
ndclress. Throughout the territories on the Ner
buddo. again, nnd the other tracts ncquired from the 
Bhoonslo., Mr, Cho.rles Arthur Mo.lony exercised 
supreme control; while Sir John Malcolm, whose 
zeal o.nd intelligence ho.d been conspicuous from the 
commencement of the struggle, took upon himself 
the mano.gement of Mnlwo., 'nnd the countries ncljo.
cent. A more judicious selection of o.gents by whom 
to bring order. out of cho.os could not ho.ve been 
mo.de. By studying tho tempers of the people, o.nd 
paying respect to their prejudices, the commissioners 
found no difficulty in reconciling them to IL cho.ngo 
of masters, wl1ich wo.s indeed perceptible only by 
reo.son of the incre1LBed security tho.t was given to 
the persons and property of all classes of the com
munity. It mo.y be necessary to add that this state 
of things continued till o.11 hazard of diso.ffection 
o.ppeared to be removed. The sepo.rate mo.chinery 
under which eo.ch province ho.cl hitherto worked wns 
then withdro.wn, and a partition of the whole being 
made, the districts to the north ancl co.st of the 
Nerbuddo. were placed under the jurisdiction of the 
Bongo.I Presidency, while those to the south and 
west were mo.d,o over to tho presidency of Bombay. 
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The esto.blishment of British supremo.cy over the 
continent of Indio., und the nnnexntion of so mnny 
fertile nnd populous districts to the Company's domi
nions, mny be snid to hnvo been the Inst conspicuous 
nets of Lord Ilnstings's ndministrntion. For three 
yenrs longer indeed he continued to preside nt the 
helm of stnte ; watching with o. cnreful eye over the 
fabric which he hnd erected, nnd suppressing every 
ntterupt (nnd more thnn one wns mnde) to undermine 
its foundntion, or injure its eonsisteuey. But stu
pendous ns were these exploits, nnd highly conducive 
both to his own glory o.nd to thut of his country, the 
historian is bound, for other o.nd not less important 
rensons, to speuk of Lord Hustings's government with 
peeulio.r respect. Under him were tnken the first 
gro.nd steps townrds the religious o.nd mornl improve
ment of the people of Indio.. Hitherto, though 
neither zenl nor industry hnd been wunting, the pro
gress of the greut work wue slow ; because it wo.s 
undertaken without system, nnd carried forwnrd 
without concert, by individunls ncting upon their own 
responsibility, o.nd often o.t vnri11nce with the dictates 
of common prudence. To Lord Hustings belongs 
the merit of having bw·st the bond of prejudice 
which so long rcstrnined even the well-intentioned 
from the o.doption of o, better pplicy. 

It will be borne in mind, tho.t in the o.ct of Pnrlin
ment of 1813, by which tho Compuny's churter wo.s 
renewed, o. clnuse wns inserted for tho purpose of 
compelling the Court of Directors to place the 
Ecclesio.atico.l ostablisbment within their dominions 
on o. more efficient footing ; o.nd that a Bishop wns 
soon o.fterwnrds sent out with full powers to check 
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and control the proceedings of nil clergymen, whether 
chnplaiua or missionaries, in communion with the 
Church of Englund. From Lord Hastings, the dis
tinguished prelnte, ,v ho lnid the foundation of a. 
Protestant Episcopal Church in India, received every 
support and nssistnnce. When it wns proposed to 
established a. college nt Calcutta for the purpose of 
educating nntive converts for the lnbours of the 
ministry, his Lordship entered cordinlly into the 
scheme, nnd continued ever nfter to further the pro
·gress of the undertaking with the utmost interest. 
Nor wns this nil that he <lid with a view grndunlly 
to deliver the people of India from the thraldom of a. 
gross and debasing superstition. Schools nnd aca
demies were erecterl nt various points, in which the 
sciences were taught and moral instruction conveyed, 
while proficiency was rewarded by the employment 
of the diligent student in some branch of the public 
service. \Ve nre not prepared to say that these wise 
measures were adopted as the results of nny settled 
plim for the conversion of the 1-Iindoos nnd Mnhom
medans to Christianity : they were, on the contrary, 
the nets of a sagacious politician, who knew thnt 
people can be governed well only through the 
medium of n11ti1•e ngcnts, nnd who sought to trnin 
up o. race of persons whom it would be snfc to 
entrust with power, because their minds lrnd received 
o. bins which would hinder them from abusing it. 
Still, of the ultimnte effect of such institutions upon 
the religious condition of Indio. no Christina can 
entcrtnin n doubt. Gradual the process mny doubt
less be, but it is not on that account the less sure ; 
for there can be no more certain preparation for the 
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adoption of a true foitl1, than an exposure, by indi
rect means, of the follies and absurdities which 
disfigure that which is false. 

Engrossing as, to an ordinary mind, these im
portant cares might have been, Lord Hastings still 
found leisure to improve the trnde of British India, 
and to foster and promote 11 spirit of friendly inter
course between the subjects of the Compnny and 
their neighbours. It will be borne in mind thnt, 
by the pence of 1814, many nnd striking changes 
were effected in the political condition of India. To 
the French was restored their settlement of Pon
dichcrry ; to the Dutch, their colonies in the Archi
pelago ; and ns both, especially the latter, brought 
back with them the old spirit of selfish and exclusive 
dealing, it becnme necessary to meet the difficulties 
which such o. temper occasioned, by extraordinary 
exertions. 'With this view, a free port wo.s esto.
blished in the islnnd of Singo.pore, ns nn emporium 
for all merchandise thnt might be co.rricd to or 
from the Eo.st. It wns found to nnswer every 
expectation. nnd increased rapidly from a popula
tion of a few hundred Mo.lay fishermen, to many 
thousands of industrious nrtisans. In like manner, 
efforts were · made, by missions and otherwise, to 
drnw more closely the ties of commerce and good
will with Siam nnd Cochin-Chino. ; nnd so com
pletely were they successful, tho.t the trade of Eng
lo.nd hns ever since been admitted, 11t o.ll events, 
into the latter priueip11lity, on the same terms as 
that of the Portuguese, the French, and even the 
Chinese. 

Such was the flourishing condition of British 
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India when Lord Hastings, to the great regret both 
of the European and native population, IL!lllOunced 
his intention of sl1ortly returning to Europe. He 
carried the design into effect on the lat of January, 
1823 ; when, after making all proper arrange
ments for the temporary conduct of the government, 
he took ship in the I:Ioogly, and soon afterwards 
set sail.* 

* The render ie, doubtlc9B, o.wo.ro lhnt l\fr. Canning wns firet 
put in nomination as tho successor of Lor<l Hastings ; nnd tho.t 
ho \t'ae preparing to act out for hi9 province, when the melnn
choly dealh of Lord Londonderry, in Augu,t 1822, ca•JOed 11, 

partial change in the cabinet; lllr. Canning then became Foreign 
Secretary, and Lord Amhcr,L succeeded to tho vacancy in the 
government of lndia. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Lord Amherst succeeds to tl,e Gcmernment----A,qgrcssions 
oftheB1irmese-Tl,e origin oftl,em-1Ya,· declared
Rangoon taken-Description of tlw Cit!/ and tl,e Golde,. 
Dagon Pagoda-Skirmishes with the Enem!/, 

IN the month of August, 1823, Lord Amherst, 
the successor of Lord Hastings, entered on the 
duties of his office. He found that, though the 
cholera still rnged in various parts of the country, 
and that the provinces subject to the Madras autho
rities had been recently visited by a severe famine, 
there prevailed throughout the vast empire over 

. which he had been appointed to preside, as much 
of tranquillity ns was compatible with the peculiar 
circumstances of its heterogeneous population. Here 
and there a petty disturbance would indeed break 
out, originating in some violation or supposed vio
lation of the prejudices of the natives ; and once or 
twice the services of the troops were required to 
check the progress of a band of robbers, or hold 
in check n turbulent zemindar. But these were 
occurrences which occasioned very little nlarm even 
among the individuals who witnessed them, and of 
which, if men spoke at all at the capital, they 
treated them as mere accidents that were not to be 
guarded ag~inst. Both externally and interna~y, 
therefore, his Lordship wns justified in representmg 
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the sto.te of the Company's empire o.s one of perfect 
repose ; to which there o.ppenred slender co.use to 
apprehend that uny interruption would be offered, 
either by o. foreign or domestic enemy. 

His Lordship had not, however, discharged the 
duties of his high office mnny months, ere his atten
tion was dro.wn to the encroachments of o. neighbour
ing power, between which and the. government of 
British lndiCL grounds of jealousy hnd for some time 
subsisted. The power to which we o.llude wo.s tlmt 
of the Burmese, a people of whose enrly history it 
will be necessary to girn some account ; us for, at 
least, us the slender materials of which we o.re in 
possession will enable us to speo.k peremptorily on 
1>uch o. subject. 

The rise nnd progress of the Bum1ese empire 
appco.r, from the stntemcnts of our best authorities, 
tQ have kept pnce, in a greut degree, with thnt of 
the English in Indio.. About the middle of Inst 
century, the inhnbitnnts of Avo., who had previously 
paicl obedience to the kings of Pcgu, placed them
selves uncler the commnncl of o. wo.rrior no.med 
Alomprah, ancl rebelling ago.inst their masters, dc
feo.tcd them in several encounters, and nt Inst 
reduced them to the condition of rnssnls. The 
better to secure himself nguinst the danger of a 
revolt, Alomprnh caused the whole of the Pegu 
nobility to be put to death, und then marched with 
his victorious followers into the country of Siam, 
where, for n time, success nttencled nll his efforts. 
He was engngcd in this war when he died, whether 
in the field or by the process of disease, we know 
not ; but he left able nncl energetic successors behind, 

' 
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who did not foil to push with vigour the conquests 
which he had begun. Mergui, Tnvoi, and Tcnasse
rim were soon wrested from the Siamese, and for
mally annexed to the empire, which began to extend 
itself in other quarters, till at la~t, Arrncnn, Assam, 
Munnipoor, and all the minor states around, were 
swallowed up in one common vortex. The result 
wns, that in 1823 the Burmese empire extended 
from the ninth to the twenty-seventh degree of north 
lo.titude-fr:om the ninety-first to the ninety-ninth 
of east longitude ; and that it was bounded on tho 
north by Thi bet, on the east by Chino. ancl Siam, on 
the south by Main.ya, and on the west by the bay of 
Bengal and the British frontier. 

It would have been contrary to nature had o. 
people thus prosperous in the wo.rs which they had 
waged with their neighbours been restrained, by the 
mere terror of the British name, from making en
croachments on the Company's possessions. At 
first, indeed, their proceedings were marked by the 
display of considerable moderation ; for though in 
1794, they did not scruple to follow into Chittagong 
certain Mughs who had become obnoxious to their 
government, they not only abstained from the com
mission of any exce3ses there, but retired across the 
frontier as soon ns they were formally required to 
do so by General Erskine, the officer in command 
on that station. Nevertheless, the British territory, 
having been once violn.ted by o. nation of wh9m so 
little was known, it became necessary to ascertain 
with precision both the vim,s and nuture of their 
government ; us well ns to secure to the British Bo.g, 
when carried by merchant vessels inw Rangoon, u. 
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degree of respect which hnd not hitherto been po.id 
to it. In order to nccomplish these objects, Lord 
Tcignmouth, in 1795, directed Co.pto.in Symes of 
the 76th regiment, Dr. Buchnno.n, o.nd Ensign 
Wood, to proceed to Avo.; of which they brought 
back nn nccount, both political nnd sto.tisticnl, which 
is now in the hands of the public, nnd proves to be, 
in every respect, singularly accurate. 

From this date up to the year 1797, nothing 
happened to interrupt the good understanding which 
Cnptnin Symcs's mission hnd created. From time 
to time, indeed, more of these Mughs cnme over, 
nnd settled themselves, without either soliciting or 
obtaining permission, in Chittngong; till in 1797 
nnd 1798, so mnny of them ho.d poured in, thnt 
orders were issued to stop them in their progress, 
nnd drive them ho.ck ago.in into Arrnco.n, whence 
they were understood to ho.ve migro.ted. The orders 
in question were very imperfectly obeyed. The 
emigrants, indeed, .declared thnt they would not 
return to Arracan ; that the English might, if they 
so pleased, butcher them where they stood ; but 
that rather than ago.in commit thcruselvt;?s to the 
tender mercies of the Bnrmcse, they would go and 
dwell amid the wild bensts in the great jungles of 
the mountains. There wo.s no resisting such nn 
nppenl ns this. After not fewer than ten thousand 
hnd tnken refuge within the empire, settlements 
were formally nllotted to them, nnd n supply of pro
visions issued, sufficient to save from starvation nil 
who hnd survived the hardships to which they had 
been exposed nt the commencement of their new 
mode of e:dst~nce. 



1798.] TIIE DURMESE. 95 

When the lo.st · cmigro.tion of Mughs from Arro.
co.n took pince, there were not more tho.n three hun
dred Burmese troops in the city, who were too much 
intimido.ted by the extent of the clisso.ffection to think 
of opposing the movement or pursuing the fugitives. 
The Supreme government, however, wo.s not willing 
to be deprived of so lo.rgc o. body of slo.vcs, o.nd 
accordingly dcspo.tched o.n o.rmy of four thouso.nd 
men to bring them back, o.t nil ho.zards. These 
made hnste to entrench themselves among the woods 
of Chittagong, where they carried on, for several 
weeks, o. desultory wnr with the British troops ; 
during which few ndvanto.ges were go.ined by either 
po.rty, o.nd very little loss wns susto.incd on one side 
or the other. The Burmese commnndcr, however, 
clid not scruple to hold out thrco.ts, tho.t unless the 
fugitives were given up, n more serious struggle 
must ensue. " If you," said he, in n despatch 
nddrcssed to the judge nnd mngistrnte of Chitta
gong, "regarding former amity, will deliver up to 
us all the refugees, friendship nnd concord will con
tinue to subsist. If you will keep in your country 
the slo.vcs of our King, the brond po.th of intercourse 
between the two sto.tes will be blocked up. Our 
disngrccmcnt is only o.bout these refugees ; we wrote 
to you to deliver them, o.nd you ho.vc been offended 
therent. We ngnin write to you, whoo.re in the 
province of Chittagong, on the po.rt of the King of 
the Compnny, that we will to.kc o.wo.y the whole of 
the Arrnco.nese ; nnd further, in order to to.kc them 
o.wny, more troops nrc cominrr-. If you will keep 
the Arrncunese in your countr~·, the cord of friend-
ship will be broken." " 
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To this threo.tening demnnd the mngistro.te, 
Mr. John Moore, replied, that no negotiation could 
be entered into so long us o. Burmese soldier 
remo.incd within the British dominions ; o.nd thnt 
the commander of the invo.ding force must tuke the 
consequences, should he persist, in definnce of this 
warning, in abiding where he was. The Burmese, 
however, paid to the admonition no regard. They 
retained their hold upon the country, repelled the 
attempts of a body of sepoys to dislodge them, and 
fell back only when it suited the humour of their 
own chiefs to recall them. A good deal of annoy
ance was experienced at the seat of the British 
Government, when a report of these proceedings 
reached head-quarters. Nevertheless it wo.s judged 
expedient not to come to an open rupture, and 11, 

second attempt wns made, by means of an embassy, 
to bring the differences between the twq sto.tes to 
an amicable conclusion. It so far succeeded, that, 
in spite of a continued influx of Mughs,-whose num
bers in 1799 were computed at thirty thousand, of 
both sexes and all ages, no further attempt was made 
to encroach upon our territoric~ ; and the emigrants 
were quietly settled in a district which they them
selves selected, close upon the border line of their 
hereditary enemies. 

Time passed, during which, first, Captain Thomns 
Cox, and afterwards Lieutenant Hill, proc()eded as 
agents for the settlement of disputes to the capital 
of Ava. They were both very coolly received, and 
in the yenr 1800 a formal demand was made that 
o.11 fuO'itivcs from the provinces subject to the Bur-
mcsc "'sovcrcign_ty should be given up. Lord W cl-
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lcslcy, who wns then at the head of affairs, felt 
strongly tempted to chnstise this insolent threat (for 
n threat of invnsion accompanied the clcmuncl) by 
nn immediate cleclarution of wur ; nevertheless ho 
restrained his indignation, and wus content, nfter 11, 

peremptory refusal, to try whether any satisfactory 
end might yet be nttnined by a renewed diplomatic 
intercourse. Colonel Symes was in consequence 
despatcl1ed 11 second time to tho Burmese court, 
which ho visited to good effect in 1802, while nt 
the so.me time o. strong force, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Fenwick, ,vus marched down 
to the Chittagong frontier. No hostile movement 
was attempted on the part of the Burmese, und 
from that period up to 1809, the idea of a rup
tw·e with this huughty people lay, as it were, in 
abeyance. 

·At the period just alluded to, Captain Qanning 
proceeded to the capital of Ava on a special mis
sion. Ho found the court puffed up with o. con
sideration of its own resources, nnd full of schemes 
for the invasion nm!. conquest of Chittago?g nnd 
Dacca, a project which seems to have occupied the 
minds of the Burmeso authorities ever since their 
troops first ventured to cross the border. Not, then, 
however, was any movement made on which it was 
possible for the Governor-General to fasten 11, grouml 
of quarrel, though the lapse of two short years s!lf
ficed to bring to a point the element3 of mortal 
5trife which had long been collecting. 

,v e ho.ve said that allotments of territory were 
granted on the frontier of Chittagong to the llfoghe, 
whom the tymnny of their Durmese m1Lstcrs <lrovc 

YOL. IV. II 
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into exile. In the year 1S11, there arose among 
these exiles a chief named Kingberring, who, 
placing himself at the head of a band of his coun
trymen, began to make fierce inroads into the Arra
can dominions. The troops of Ava immediately 
took the field, aml after driving back the invaders, 
followed them into their new settlement, an opera
tion which necessltrily brought into play detach
ments of British sepoys, between whom and the 
invaders frequent skirmishes took pfoee. As a 
matter of course, remonstrnnces were m11de as well 
by the supreme authorities on one side ns by those 
on the other ; yet the evil went on increasing from 
day to day, and at last, in 1813, Lord Minto, who 
was then at the head of the Company's Government, 
considered it necessary to prepare the minds of the 
Directors for a Burmese war. No wnr, however, 
ensued, because, though the Burmese put little 
restraint either on their language or their actions, 
the English, strong in the conviction of their own 
superiority, cxercisetl towards them the most prnisc
worthy forbeltrnnce. 

Such was the state into which Lord Hastings, 
when he succeeded to the 'government of India, 
found that the relations between the two powers 
lrnd fallen. Uc did his best to satisfy his irritable 
neighbours, by placing under restraint the most 
active of the :Mugh leaders, and though he refused 
to give them up, by permitting the Burmese troops 
to follow into Uhittagong any bands of marauders 
whom they might have expelled from their own 
country. Yet even this sufficed not to meet the 
wishes of the Rltjah of Arrncnn, who demanded 
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through ngcnts despatched for the purpose, that 
•· the Bm·mese troops, on entering the British ter
ritories, should be supplied by the English govern
ment with arms, nmmunition, nnd provisions." 
Such 11 proposition could not be listened to for a 
moment, und they who presumed to muke it bccnme, 
as 11 matter of course, more nnd more confirmcll in 
their hostile determinations. 

The death of Kingbcrring, which occurred in 
1815, wns not found to produce nny beneficial effect 
on the sentiments nnd proceedings of his country
men. It gnve, indeed, n new direction to their 
utrocities, which, instend of being pcrpctrntcd within 
the limits of the Bu11nese dominions, were now freely 
exercised on the subjects of the British govemment. 
Nevertheless, to their ancient musters they conti
nued to be 11s much 11s ever the objects of jealousy, 
and fresh 11nd reitemted dom11nds were made for 
their surrender. "The English government," snid 

· the Rajah of Rcmeri, the Burmese govemor of cer
tain frontier provinces, " docs not try to preserve 
friendship. You seek for a state of nffairs like fire 
and gunpowder. The ?ilughs of Arracan arc the 
slaves of the King of AV11. The English govern
ment h11s assisted the Mughs of the four provinces, 
and has given them 11 residence. There will be 11 

qunrrcl between us aud you like fire. Formerly the 
government of Arrncnn demanded the ?ifoghs from 
the British government, which promised to restore 
them, but at length did not do so. Again the 
Mnghs escn11~d from your hnnds, came and despoi!ctl 
the t'our provmccs, nntl went and received protcct10n 
in your colllltry. If at this time you do not restore 

II 2 
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them according to my demand, or mnke delays in 
doing so, the friendship now subsisting between us 
will be broken." · 

The despatch, of which we ho.ve l1ere given a 
copy, came to hand in April, 1816. It tended only 
to confirm the conviction which alrendy prevo.iled in 
Calcutta, a.nd which a previous o.ttempt, on the pnrt 
of the Burmese, to contra.ct an alliance with the 
Raja.h of Lahore, ha.d created,-namely, tho.t the 
first favourable opportunity would be embraced by 
the King of Ava of ·bringing the difference between 
the two states to the arbitrement of o. war. Never
theless, no angry notice was taken of it, while 
strenuous exertions were made to put a curb on the 
lawless propensitiee of men, to whom it begun very 
genernlly to be believed that nn asylum ought never 
to have been afforded. All, however, availed not to 
soothe the irritated feelings of the Burmese. In 
1818, when the :Mahratta war wo.s at its height, the. 
Governor-General received a written eommunica.tion 
from the King of Avn, in which his majesty la.id 
claim to the provinces of Chittagong, Da.cca., Moor
shedaba.d, a.nd Cassimba.znr, a.nd demanded that the 
English should either withdraw or pay tribute for 
them. Tho course adopted by Lord Ho.stings, on 
receipt of this extraordinary epistle, was worthy of 
the talents of so distinguished o. statesman.. Instead 
of resenting it ns an insult, nnd thereby involvinrr 
himself with a.nother formidable enemy, he affected 
to trcmt the document o.s a forgery, and sent it to 
the court of Ava, with a request that the author 
might be punished, as ho,ring been guilty of a grave 
offence against the honour of the Burmese mona.rch. 
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The expedient was productive of all the good effects 
anticipated from it. Intelligence of the total sup
pression of the Mahrntta power having reached the 
Burmese cnbinet, the impolicy of plunging into a 
contest, which they must n111intnin single-handed, 
became appnrent ; nnd the loop-hole offered by the 
good sense of Lord I-lastings was at once and thank
fully turned to account. 

Prompt as the Burmese were, on this occasion, 
to grasp at a ready excuse for the withdrawal of an 
extravagant demand, it was apparent to all, who 
looked with ordinary attention to the relative situa
tions of the two countries, that nothing short of a 
miracle could long prevent a hostile collision between 
them. A proud and ambitious people, just suffi
ciently civilised to believe themselves stronger than 
they really were, could ill brook the vicinity of a 
po1ver, the rivals, as they absurdly imagined, of 
their own renown, aml the only obstacle between 
them and the establishment of a universal Asiatic 
supremacy. Even <luring the continuance of the 
uneasy peace, which prevnilcd from 1818 to 1823, 
this feeling was abundantly manifested in the 
haughty bearing of the chiefs,-while the eagerness 
with which at Inst they took up arms, without any 
reference to negotiation, showed thnt their minds 
had never for a moment been diverted from the 
thought of an English war. The immediate bone 
of contention was, indeed, worthless enoug·h, but 
when either individuals or nations are bent on effect
in<> a qunrrel, the merest trifle will serve tho pur
po~e just as effectually as a niattcr of the greatest 
importance. 
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At the mouth of the Tiknaaff, an arm of the sen 
which divides o. part of Chittagong from Arrncau, 
there is o. small island, or snnd-bnnk, called Shnpu
ree, where it had long been customary for o. hand
ful of British sepoys t-o keep guard, ns it were, over 
the frontier. Towards the close of 1823, a body 
of Burmese, without nny previous announcement of 
hostile intentions, landed, under cover of n dark 
night, upon this island, drove off the picquet, and 
took formal possession of the place in the nnme of 
the King of A vn. At t11e same time other bands, 
issuing from Assam and llfonnipoor, broke into the 
provinces immediately adjacent, and, while they 
carefully avoided aU encounter with the English 
troops, drove off many elephant-hunters, and plun
dered several villages. It was to no purpose that 
the local authorities complainetl of these aggressions, 
and drew together o. few companies of infantry in 
order to resist them. The Burmese not only pnid 
to their complaints no rcgnrd, lmt ventured ere long 
to meet the sepoys in bnttle ; nnd as the latter were, 
for the most part, very widely scattered, such affairs 
did not always end to the disadvantage of the aggres
sors. This was particularly the case in an action 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Brown was induced to 
hazard on the 21st of July, 1824. The enemy had 
then penetrated into Sylhet, 'to the number of 2000 
men, and stationed themselves at n pince called 
Doodpulee on tho frontier,-wben Colonel Brown 
attacked them with somewhat too much ardour, and 
was repulsed with the loss of five officers, and one 
hundred and fift_y men. It was no longer possible 
to overlook a sc;ncs of outrages which led to so cnla-
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mitous ancl humiliating a result. A manifesto was 
put forth by the Governor-GencrnJ in Council, in 
which the cnuses of complaint against the Burmese 
were stnted at length ; nncl a declarntion of wnr 
being published immediately nfterwarcls, the most 
active preparations were made to carry it on with 
,·igour and effect. 

The :first matter of discussion thnt presented itself 
to the notice of Lord Amherst related to the point 
from which it might be advisable to commence that 
series of offensive operations which circlllllstances 
nppenred to recommend. After giving to the sub
ject a somewhat hasty consideration, it wns resolved 
to open the campaign upon the const, nnd establish
ing at Rangoon a depot of stores and ammunition, 
to penetrate into the interior nlong the course of the 
river lrawaddy. This plan, which originated, we 
believe, with Major Canning, rested not a litt.le on 
the belief, tlmt there would be found at Rangoon 
nn nmple supply of boats, with wa,terruen ready to 
take service under the invaders. It was suggested, 
mol'eover, that in all probability the occupation of 
Rangoon nlone would bring the king of Arn to 
terms, more especially if a force could be marched 
at the same time across the country by Umrapoora 
towards the capital. But tho event proved that 
there existed a great deal of ignorance both ns to 
the resources of the country nncl the temper of the 
people ; the former being ns much under-rnted as 
nt one period it hod been over-estimated, while the 
latter was entirely misunderstood. 

Hnving determined to try, in the first in.stance, 
the effect of n mttritime expedition: or,lcrs were 
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issued for the assembly of a formidable army, both 
at Calcutta and Fort St. George. At the former 
port two of the king's regiments, the 13th light 
infantry and 38th, eighteen hundred strong, with a 
battalion of Bengal Sepoys, and two companies of 
foot artillery, came together. At the latter, about 
6600 fighting men, of whom 17 50 were Europeans, 
were warned for cmbnrlrntion. The guidance of 
the Madras contingent was committed to Colonel 
Maclean ; that of the Bengal division to Colonel 
M•Crcagh ; while to the command of the whole was 
nominated Brigadier-General Sir Archibald Camp
bell, an officer who had served in the Peninsular 
army with much distinction. A powerful squadron 
of armed vessels, consisting of his Majesty's ships 
Liffey and Larue, Sophie and Slanie, together with 
several Company's crniscrs, was directed, under the 
command of Commodore Grant, to accompany the 
transports ; and Port Cornwallis, a. convenient har
honr among the Andnman islands, was specified as 
ihc pince of general rendezvous. 

On the 17th of April, the la.st division of the 
Bcnga,l fleet clea.red tho Sa,nd-heads at the mouth 
of the Iloogly. On the 26th the vessels made the 
land ; and on the 3J of 11fay, sailed triumphantly 
into Port Cornwallis, where a large part of the 
Madras squadron wus already waiting to receive 
them. Herc some days were spent, during which 
other vessels continued to arrive, among which was 
n steam-boat, culled the Diarrn, a noYelty in naval 
architecture, in which certain speculative individuals 
had embarked, and which tho supreme government 
now bought UR for service in the Iro.waddy. By 
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the 4th of l\fay, the commodore having completed 
his arrangements, a signal was hung out to weigh, 
aml on the 7th, a fair breeze having sprung up, the 
fleet quitted the rou<lsteacl. No accident befel any 
of the craft during their rapid and agreeable voyuge ; 
which brought them at a late hour in the evening 
of the 10th to the embouchure of the Rnngoon, one 
of the mnuy chnunels into which the lrnwuclcly 
diverges, and by which it curries its prodigious muss 
of water into the sea. 

Ilaving unchored here for the night, in order 
that the heavier vessels might close up, the fleet 
began again to move at noon on the 11th, and, 
passing a couple of rude batteries from which a few 
harmless shots were fired, arrived in the evening, 
before sunset, abreast of Rangoon. It presented 
no 11ppe11rance either of wealth or prosperity, 
being built entirely of wood, and its defences, on 
the water-sicle at least, consisted solely of three 
bnrbette batteries, which seemed to hnve been re
cently thrown up on certainjetties that protruded 11 
little way into the river. From one of these, which 
contained twelve pieces of cannon, a fire was opened 
llpon the Liffey as soon n,s she rounded a point of 
land und became exposed to observation ; but a 
couple of broadsides sufficed to dismount all the 
guns, and to drive a crowd of people who had 
assembled round them buck into the town. Not 11, 

moment was then lost in conveying the troops to 
Innd, They reached the shore without giving or 
rcc~iving a sl)ot, and took possession of the t?,vn, 
wluch, to then· greut surprise, they found entirely 
deserted. Hero certain E nropenns,_. wbou1 on the 
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sudden approach of the :fleet the authorities had 
placed in confinement, were discovered, and their 
chains being filed off, the single cause of uneasiness 
which prevailed at head-quarters was removed. 

We hnve said, that the city of wl1ieh the British 
army were now in possession exhibited no very 
flattering example of Burmese opulence or splendour. 
" Its shnpc," says the intelligent author of ' T,vo 
Y cnrs in Ava,' " is ovnl ; and round the town is 11, 

wooden stocknde, formed of teak planks driven a, 

few feet into the ground, and in some places twenty 
feet high. The tops of these arc formed of beams 
transversely placed, and at every four feet is an 
cmbrnsure at the summit of the wall, which gives 
it a good deul the appearnnee of an ancient fortifica
tion. A wet ditch protects the town on three sides, 
the other is on the banks of the river." 

While such is the nature of the works by which 
this emporium of Burmese trade is protected, " the 
interior, we are told, consists of four principal streets 
intersecting each other at right angles, on the sides 
of which are ranged, with a, tolernble degree of 
regularity, the huts of the inhabitants. These arc 
solely built of mnts and bamboos, not a nail being 
used in their formation ; they are raised invariably 
two or three feet from the ground, or rather swamp 
in which Rangoon is situated, thereby allowing a 
frco passage for the water with which the town is 
inundated after a shower, and at the same til".lc 
affording shelter to fowls, ducks, pigs, and pariah 
dogs, an assemblnge which, added to the inmates of 
the house, place it on a par with an Irish hovel. 
The few brick h_ouscs to he seen arc the property of 
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foreigners, who are not restricted in the choice of 
materials for building, whereas the Burmese arc, on 
the supposition that, were they to build brick houses, 
they might become points of resistance against the 
government. 

" But even these buildings are erected so very 
baclly, that they have more the appearance of prisons 
than lmliitations. Strong iron bars usurp the plnce 
of winclows, uncl the only communic11tion between 
the upper and lower stories is by menus of wooden 
steps placed outside-. Only two wooden houses 
existed much superior to the rest, and these were 
the palace of the Maywoon and the Rondaye, or Hall 
of Justice. The former of these, an old dilapidated 
building, would have been discreditable as a barn, 
in England, and the latter was as bnd." 

Throughout this wretched city, of which the popu
lation is representecl as exceeding fifty thousand 
souls, not a native of any nge or sex was to be seen. 
They had all, in obedience to the peremptory orders 
of their chiefs, flecl on the arrival of the inva.dcrs ; 
and though in a day or two afterwards a few stm?
glers venture~ to return, they came only to ascertam 
how the foreigners conducted themselves, and re
tw·necl again as soon as that object was accomplished. 
It was to no purpose that proclamations were issued, 
assuring the people of protection to life and property. 
The king lrnd commanded them to make o. desert of 
the country in the face of their enemies, and they 
were too much under the control of him and his 
rcprcsento.tirns to disobey. Thus was the absur<!ity 
demonstrated of the rumours which led to n bchef, 
that from the natirns themselves every assistance 
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would be procured in navigating the river ; for 
though one or two boats fell accidentally into the 
hands of General Campbell, not a boatma.n appearetl 
to undertake their lll!Lnagement. 

The effect of this discovery was to derange en
tirely that portion of the pla.n which wa.s founded on 
the idea of an advance by water. There was not, 
throughout the fleet, small craft sufficient to tmns
port a single division ; and had the contra.ry been 
the case, sea.men enough to man II large flotilla 
could not be spared. Had the troops arrived a 
couple of months earlier, or the expedition been 
tlelayed till the monsoons were over, then, indeed, 
the experiment of a march along the ba.nks of the 
river might have been haza.rded, though even then 
the difficulties attending the conveyance of stores 
and ammunition would have been considerable. But, 
unfortnnately, the rains set in within five days of 
the debarkation, and tho whole of the country to 
the distance of many miles from the bunks of the 
rirnr became ere long one vast and impassable 
swamp. Under such circwnstances there seemed 
but one course for the general to adopt. He deter
mined to halt where he was till a cessation of the 
rains should have opened out a passao·e for his troops 
by land, or till boats should be pro~w·ed, either in 
the country or from the British settlements, capable 
of containing such a force as might be deemed 
adequate to untlerlake a movement upon the capital. 

Ab_out two miles to the north of the city, and on 
the highest point of a low range of hills, stands a 
stupcndou_s p11goda., _of which the same author gives 
the followmg- snlcndul. account. "The upprouch to 
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it on the southern face is through o. fine row of 
mo.ngo, cocoo.-nut, nnd other beautiful trees, lea.ding 
from the town and shading a co.pital road, o.t each 
side of which a.re mono.steries or kioums, of greo.t 
antiquity, and carved nll over with curious images 
nnd ornnments, whilst here o.nd there the attention 
is attracted by huge images of griffins and other 
hideous monsters guarding the entrance to different 
pngodns. At the end of this road rises abruptly the 
eminence ou which the Golden Dagon stands. It is 
encircled by two brick terraces, one above the other, 
nnd on the summit rises the splendid pagoda, covered 
with gilding, and do.zzling the eyes by the reflection 
of the rays of the sun. The ascent to the upper 
terrace is by a flight of stone steps, protected from 
the weather by an ornamented roof. The sides are 
defended by n bo.lustrnde representing o. huge croco
dile! the jnws of which a.re supported by two colossal 
fj<Turcs of a mo.le and female po.Hoo, or evil genius, 
wlto, with clubs in their hands, arc emblcmaticnlly 
~upposccl to be gum·cling the entrance of the temple. 

" After ascending the steps, which a.re very <lark, 
you suddenly puss through a small gate, 1md emerge 
into the upper terrace, where the great pagoda, at 
n bout fifty yards distance, reo.rs its lofty head in 
perfect splendour. This immense octagonal gilt
based monument is surrounded by a vast number of 
smaller pagodas, griffins, sphinxes, and images of 
the Burmese deities. The height of the Tee, three 
hundred and thirty-six feet from the terro.ce, and 
the.P.legance with which this enormous mo.ss is built, 
combine to render it one of the o-ranclest o.nd roost 
curious sights a stro.nger cn11 :iotice. From the 
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base it assumes the form of a ball or dome, ancl 
then gracefully· tapers to a point of considerable 
height,_ the summit of which is surmounted by a 
Tee or umbrella. of open iron work, from whence arc 
suspended a number of small bells, which are set in 
motion by the slightest breeze, and produce a con
fused, though not unpleasant, sound." 

Of this building, which is represented us not less 
beo.utiful in its interior decorntions thnn magnificent 
in its exterior, Sir Archibnlcl Cnmpbell resolved to 
take military possession, and to convert it into the 
key of a very strong position, by means of which he 
might protect Rangoon and his supplies from moles
tation. Two companies of infantry were accord
ingly thrown into the temple, round the base of 
which a couple of battalions found quo.rtcrs, while 
the remainder, with the exception of one regiment 
of native infantry, to which the occupation of Ran
goon wo.s entrusted, occupied the streets, of which 
we have already spoken as connecting the city with 
the pagodn. The whole were, of course, covered 
both by day nnd night with a connected chain of 
piquets, as these, ngaiu, were guarded against the 
hnzards of o. surprise by the vigiluncc of their 
advanced sentries. 

Such was the attitude which, for some time, 
General ~ampb~ll maintained, still hoping-that his 
proclamat10ns nught produce o.n effect ; and that the 
pcop~e, wcariecl out with so long a continuance in 
the Jtmgles, might be induced to return to their 
homes. It appenrs too, from the statements of 
those who shared his dangers and anxieties, that as 
yet the delay creo.ted no feeling of dissntisfoction ; 
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because the sky continuin" cloudless, there was so 
much to admire in the outward face of nature, that 
men found ample and agreeable employment in in
dulging the mere sense of sight. To the north-east 
lay the mountains which overhang the Setang river, 
between which and the pagoda extended one mighty 
plain, diversified here and there by the intervention 
of a wood, and beautifully intersected by the wind

.ing courses of the Pegu and the Morree. To the 
south were seen the fort and pagoda. of Syriam, sur-
rounded on all sides by a dense forest. Then co.me 
the Rangoon covered with innumcro.ble shipping ; 
the city with its countless temples and avenued 
approaches ; and lo.st of all, beyond both the river 
and a small but romantic lo.ke that bounded it, the 
rich plains of Dalla, shaggy with eternal foliage. 
N evcrtheless, though abundantly interesting as long 
as the weather continued favourable, this magnifi
cent panorama lost all its attractions o,s soon as the 
rains bcgo.n to set in ; while even before this took 
place there occurred one or two events well calcu
lated to turn men's thoughts into a different channel. 

As yet no intelligence had been received of the 
enemy's preparations, nor had the invitations of 
General Campbell to the peaceable inhabitants been 
attended to, when, on the 15th of l\foy, n few boats 
which had proceeded up the river, for the purpose of 
reconnoitring, were fired at by a party of men from 
behind a breastwork in a village called Kemadine. 
Next day a second rcconnoissance, consisting of the 
grenadier company of his l\Iajcsty's 38th regiment 
was pushed under Captain Deck upon the same 
place ; the troops landed, drove the enemy from 
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their breastwork, nnd followed them to a second, 
which also was carried, though not without some 
hnrd fighting ; during which Lieutennnt Ker, of the 
38th regiment, wns killed, Lieutenant Wilkinson, 
Roynl Navy, severely wounded, and two and twenty 
non-commissioned officers nncl privates put ho1·s de 
combat. But the most remnrkable feature in this 
ease was the part which a fine young woman, the 
wife of the Rnyhoon of Rnugoon, took in the action ; 
for she was found after the retreat of the Burmese 
in a dying state, having been pierced through both 
legs by n musket bnll. On the whole, therefore, 
thou(J'h the detacl1ment returned victorious, nnd gra
tified by the destruction of three of the enemy's 
posts, they brought with them n report of the obsti
nnte gallnntry of the clefender5, which led both offi
cers and men to look forward with increased interest 
to the probable chances of a speedy trial of strength. 

While the English goYernment wns preparing the 
expedition to Rangoon the court of Ava turned its 
urulivi<lccl attention to the side of Chittagong, whence, 
and whence only, it seems to have nnticipo.tcd tho.t 
any hostile movement would bo runclo. 'l'he prepn
mtions of its military chiefs were not, however, cnl
eulated to meet the exigencies of a defensive wnr 
alone. A large army was assembled, which beO"an 
immeiliately to cut roads through the forest, for the 
avowed purpose of facilitating un invasion of the 
Bengo.l territories; nnd it wns opculy given out, that 
in the event of n refusal to relinquish Shapuree, 
thirty thous11nd men would cross the border, .and 
march upon Culcutto.. The sudden appenrnnce of a 
British force on the coast of Pcgu gase o. totally 
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novel cast to the nspect of affairs. Extraordinary 
exertions were mnde to arm the native population, 
while seven thousand men were hastily recnlled from 
the western provinces, nnd the command of the 
whole was given to a warrior of lofty reputntion, by 
nnmc Sykiah Woonghce, the newly-created viceroy 
of Pegu. It wus not, however, till towards the cm! 
of May that any indications of the approach of an 
enemy's army were perceived· within the limits of 
the British camp, which, excepting in providing for 
the reconnaissance alluded to in the lust paragraph, 
and prosecuting, on the same day, a similar excur
sion by land, was wholly exempt, during three 
weeks after the period of its formation, from the 
hurry and bustle of active warfare. 

We stated tho,t on the 16th the rainy season set 
in, and that its effects were such as to preclude, 
dw-iug the continuance of the monsoon, nll possibi
lity of moving n body of troops by fond. From thnt 
day, however, a system of annoying tho outposts 
begun, which wns persisted in, during 11, full fort
night, with unremitting nctivity ; the sentinels being 
continually fired at from sunset till dnwn, and the 
piquets frequently obliged to turn out, in order to 
repel nu attnck. At the snme time the enemy be· 
gnu to launch down the stream fire-rafts of a very 
formidable description, which it required nil the 
activity nnd vigilance of the seamen belonging to 
the fleet to intercept and turn aside ; while the 
appenrancc of columns of smoke nt rnrious points in 
the forest seemed to indicnte the nppronch of u Bur
mese army, nnd the cstnblishmcnt of u cnmp iu o~r 
front. This opinion gained additionnl strength, 111 
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consequence of the occupation, by ten or twelve 
Burmese, of an open space within cannon-shot of a 
British piquet, and the carelessness with which, on 
the o.dvcmce of n strong patrol, they fell bnck only 
to a, stockade which hncl been erected in their rear. 
It is true that the stockade was carried by n bold 
dash on the part of the English ; nevertheless, the 
general aspect of nffoirs w11s such 11s to convince Sir 
Archib11lcl C11mpbel1 of the necessity of pushing, 
with ns little clclny ns possible, 11 strong reconnnis
snnce to his front. 

On the 28th of l\fay the movement in question 
was effected, Sir Archibald Campbell, his staff, 
nnd the heads of depnrtments superintending its 
execution. Three hundred Europeans, with a select 
body of natives, supported by a, couple of six
pounders of peculiarly light construction, marched 
from the Pagoda at dawn of day, o.nd drove from 
the mins of the stockhadc which had been c11ptured 
on the preceding evening, a, det11chmcnt of troops 
who wcro busily engaged in repa.iring its breaches. 
They followed up this. success i~ spite of an inces
sa.nt deluge of rain, till the nrt1llcry became per
fectly imruove11ble, 11nd even then, lca.Yinn- the 
sepoys to protect the guns, the English p~cssed 
forward. All this while their route led through 
the centre of n forest, from the recesses of which 
concealed marksmen fired repe11tedly upon the 
patrols, while beyond it a dense m11ss of the enemy 
were seen dr11wn up, ns if to dispute the pMso.gc of 
a narrow wooden bridge, which wo.s thrown across 
a swamp, 11nd commuuicnted with n vill11ge. It 
was here that the guns ca.n10, for the first time, 
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into pl11y, so 11s to disperse, by n few rounds, the 
Burmese column ; after which the infantry traversed 
the defile in perfect safety, and emerged into 11 

wide pbin, over which a luxuriant crop of rice wns 
beginning to spre11d. Now, nt lust, a full view was 
obtained of the enemy's prepuro.tions. A line of 
infantry became visible at the farther extremity of 
the pfoin, supported, as the rising of a dense smoke 
seemed to imply, by stockades on the left ; which, 
if 11ny judgment could be formed by the ru.pid 
movements of mounted officers along its front, 
would not foll back till it had meusured its strength 
with its enemies. In a moment the Europenns 
were thrown iuto a new formation, and continuing 
the advance in echellon, held the entire line in 
check, while the light company of the 38th, which 
composed the left, opened out the profile of the 
work, and made ready to storm it. 

The affair which ensued was singularly desperate, 
whether we look to the resistance offered by the 
Burmese while the assailants were advancing, or to 
the obstinacy with which they continued the com
bat after the 38th had surmounted the defences. 
It seemed, indeed, as if the enemy neither expected 
nor desired to receive quarter: nor was the case 
different on the right, where another stocknde was 
found, which a company of the 13th attacked and 
curried, with the most devoted gallantry. The line, 
on the other hand, made no resistnncc whatever ; 
and it was rcg11rdcd as a curious fact, that neither 
in. the plain nor within the intrcnchments wns a 
single pi~cc of artillery discovered, for tho jingals, 
or wnll-p1cccs, do not deserve to be so accounted. 

I 2 
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Nevertheless, though everywhere victorious, the 
British troops foll bock to the Pngodo. with undi
minished respect for the bravery of their opponents. 
It needed but the occUirence of o. few more ren
counters to so.tisfy them thnt, even in this respect, 
the Burmese were nowise superior to other Asintic 
nntions. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Army at Ra11goon-RendC1"ed immoveable by the 
absence of 11/eans of Transpo1·t-Flight of t!,c I11ha
bita11ts-Tal:c !tp a Position infro11t of Rangoon
Affairs 10ith the EneTll!,I-The B1trmese collect in 
force-Progress of tlte War-The Bundoolalt-Suc
cessfi1l in Ai·racan-Recalle<l to defend Pcg11-Hi.~ 
Ojfcnsi-ce Operations and Defeats. 

Fon two clnys nfter this reconnnissnnce there 
oceurrecl nothing of which it is necessary to give n 
minute nccount. It wns ensy to perceive, indeed, 
from the increasing fires in the woods, that the 
enemy were assembling in force in the vicinity of 
the British position ; nnd o. pntrol sent out ascer
tained, beyond the possibility of doubt, thnt new 
stockncles were in progress, wherever n convenient 
openinn- prcsentecl itself. U nclcr these circum
stunce; Genernl Cnmpbcll cletcrminecl to clrive in 
the Burmese posts nll nlong his front. lie nclvnncecl, 
with this ,iew, nt the hencl of two thousnncl four 
hunclrccl men, divicled into three columns of eight 
hunclrecl each ; but by some unfortunate mistake, 
two of these susto.ined o. repulse, nncl the third 
drew ho.ck without fightin,r. Nevertheless, the 
spi~its of the troops were in ~o degree clumped, nor 
the confidence of their lender diminished ; nntl prc
pnrntions were forthwith mncle for n second nclrnncc 
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in increased force, and on a more scientific prin
ciple. It was resolved to employ this time a water 
column with a view of turning the enemy's position, 
which was flanked by a strong stockade in front of 
Kemundine on the river ; and in the event of suc
cess, to cut off that line of retreat which liad hitherto 
been most conveniently followed by fugitives, both 
civil and military. 

"\Vhilo tho o.rr11ngcmcnts for this enterprise were 
o·oing on, there arrived a war-boat at Rangoon, in 
~hich were embarked certain personages, the bearers 
of a flan- of truce, and of a demand from the King of 
Ava th~t the English should explain the motives of 
their invasion of his dominions. The emissaries, 
who came evidently rather ns spies than ns agents 
of their government, were treated with great civility, 
but w~th equal coolness ; for their remonstrances 
produced no relaxation in the preparations which 
were in progress, and which attained on the day of 
their return perfect consistency. On the 10th of 
June, nt two o'clock in tho morning, o. lo.rgo body 
of infantry, supported by a squo.dron of boo.ts, in 
which were embarked a train of heavy guns, began 
their march in the direction of Kemunclinc, and at 
nine arrived in front of a series of stockades, which 
were breached, stormed, and taken with great gal
lantry. The army then pushed on till it arrived in 
front of the main position, which the enemy seemed 
dct_ermined to defend with greater obstinacy, and on 
the fortifications of which the fire even of the eight
pounders wns seen to produce very little effect. Nor 
was this al! : General Campbell, anxious to make the 
most of Ins rnanmuvre, o.bstained from giving the 
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assault till he should have invested the stockade 
both by land and water ; and found, in the endea
vour to do so, that it was supported by otlier works 
in the rear, too extensive for him, with his limited 
means, effcctl!ally to embrnce. He therefore con
tented himself with firing a few rounds from his 
heavy cannon, which penetrated the bamboos with
out Jcuving almost any trace behind, and bivouacked 
for the night in the full clctcrminution of fighting a 
grnat and decisive battle on the morrow. The scene 
of that bivouac is described as having been peculi
arly striking. " The shouts of the Burmese had a 
curious effect, much heightened by the wild scenery 
of the dark gloomy forest that surrounded us : first 
a low murmur might be heard, rising, as it were, 
gradually in tone, and followed by the wild and loud 
huzza of thousands of voices ;-then again all was 
silence, save now and then a straggling shot or chal
lenge from our own sentries, and soon afterwards 
another peal of voices would resound through the 
trees. This they continued nil night ; but towards 
morning the yells became fainter and fainter, and at 
daybreak they totally ceased." Nor was the con
clusion of the enterprise less remarkable than the 
incidents which attended its progress. On pushing 
forward his columns next morning, after three or 
four salvos from his batteries, Sir Archibald found 
that the works were abandoned ; and that the enemy 
had carried off with them even their dead, conducting 
the retreat with the greatest order and regularity. 

Leaving a regiment to keep possession of Keroun
dine, the General returned with the rest of his arroy 
to Rangoon, which Brigudier M•Crcagb, who had 
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been detached to reduce the island of Chituba, 
reO"ained about the same time, after executing his 
m~s10n with success. Not long afterwards, infor
mation came in that Sykiah Woonghec, the Burmese 
commander, was about to be superscdcd,-a circum
stance which led General Campbell to anticipate a 
speedy attack on his own lines ; nnd if a miserable 
attempt to drive in the piquets can be regnrcled as an 
aggressive movement, such n movement was unques
tionably made on the 1st of July. But so perfectly 
harmless were the demonstrations of the enemy, that 
the line tw·ned out only, in part, to observe them, 
while two companies of Native Infantry sufficed to 
drive awa.y the few that had ventured to push back 
the sentinels on their support, It was understood 
three days afterwards that Sykinh Woonghee was 
gone, and that Slrnmbah vVoonghee, 11 warrior of 
much more illustrious name, had arrived to take 
upon himself the guidance of the army. 

Successful as they were in every rencounter with 
the enemy, and sustaining little comparative loss 
from the skirmishes which they found it necessary to 
maintain, the army of Rangoon was nevertheless far 
from enjoying an exemption from the ordinary cala
n_1itics of wnr c~rried on in a country decidedly hos
tile, and at a chstance from the depots whence the 
necessities of the troops might be supplied. The 
slender stock of fresh provisions which it had been 
esteemed necessary to transport from India was very 
soon exhausted, and tho continued abEence of the 
Burmese population left the commissaries without 
any ostensible means of mriking good the deficiency. 
vVhy a strong fomging expedition was never undcr0 
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to.ken is a question which yet remains to be answered, 
though, doubtless, there were excellent reasons, 
however difficult of discovery they may be to persons 
ignoro.nt both of the nature of lhe country, and·thc 
impediments which stood in the way of turning its 
resources to account. Be this, however, as it may, 
the absence both of vegetables and fresh meat soon 
began to tell upon the health of the troops. Multi
tudes, cspccio.lly of tho Europco.ns, sickened every 
day, and out of these there were comparatively few 
whose natural constitution proved sufficiently good 
to carry them through the crisis of the disease. The 
mortality, indeed, became, ere long, very alarming, 
and there were no means nt hand by which to render 
it less so. 

From the space of three weeks after the elate of 
this affair, there did not occur, on either side, any 
movement of which it is necessary to give o. detailed 
o.ccount. The enemy, indeed, closed up ago.in to 
the British sentinels, nncl continued to press the out
posts by a series of vcxo.tious attacks, most of which 
resembled rather the enterprises of professional rob
bers than the bold proceedings of au avowed and 
warlike enemy. Individuals likewise would steal 
into the quarters of the troops and carry off arms, 
knapsacks, or any other articles which came to hand; 
nay, so do.ring were these marauders, that even the 
great pagoda received from them at least one ,isit, 
of the results of which the following ludicrous accow1t 
is given. 

" The soldiers for several nights previous hnd 
missed some arms, although n sentry was before the 
door, and they gcnero.lly slept with their firelocks by 
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their sides. This evening ernry one was on the 
alert, extra sentries were posted, and every precau
tion taken to secure the marauders, when on a sud
den, the alarm being given, the officer on duty, who 
was reposing in one of the little temples, run to the 
door, and inquired what hacl occurred ; but hearing 
that only a knnpsack hnd been found in the grass, 
and thnt no other traces existed of the depredutors, 
he turned round to lie down ngnin, nnd to his infinite 
astonishment found that his bed hnd vanished ! A 
light was in the room, and a servant sleeping near 
it, yet, notwithstnnding, the impudent thieves hud 
also ransacked every bnskct, and escaped with the 
contents. We aftcrwa,rds learned that the robbers 
were Burman soldiers belonging to the camp at 
Kumaroot, whither they carried their spoils." 

Meanwhile the new Burman commander, besides 
animnting his followers to carry on a brisk war of 
posts, was busily engaged in the construction of a 
line of intrenchmcnts, which commanded the town 
at a point where the Lyne and Pnnlnng streams 
meet, about seven miles above the town of Rangoon. 
On the 8th of July, in defiuncc of the continued fury 
of the monsoon, Sir Archibald Campbell determined 
to attack him there, and embarking a portion of his 
army in boats, and directing a part to proceed by 
!and, pushed forward in full assurance of a oomplete, 
1f not a bloodless, victory. Nor in nny respect were 
these anticipntions-the results, not of vanity, but 
of ob~ervatio":-disnppointed. The water column, 
of wluch h~ himself wa_s nt tho _head, _after silencing 
t~e enemy s guns by its super10r artillery practice, 
d1scmburked on tho flank of a formidable stockade, 
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and carried it by assault ; while the land division, 
under General M•Bean, though unsupported even by 
field-pieces, stormed and took not fewer than six 
redoubts at the point of the bayonet. It is impos
sible adequately to describe the confusion and dismay 
which prerniled among the Burmans as stockade 
after stockade wus entered. They fought not for 
victory, but in despair ; and they died by hundreds, 
their lender, ~humbnh Woonghee, being numbered 
among tho slam. Between ten and twelve thousand 
men, composing the army by which tho position was 
munned, sustained this signal defeat from less than 
four thousand British troops : while tho trophies 
which they left behind, including standards, muskets, 
swords, ornaments, and even guns, made up no in
considerable booty, of which the conquerors received 
the full value. 

The loss of the defeated in this action was com
puted at a thousand men killed and wounded ; that 
of the conquerors scarcely exceeded fifty. So great 
a disproportion in tho amount of casualties, while it 
struck tho Burmans with dismay, increased tho con
fidence which already prevailed in the British ranks, 
and convinced the soldiers that their enemies, how
ever individually brave, were deficient in the disci
pline and mutual confidence which can alone convert 
a mass of brarn men into an armv. Nor was this 
tho only effect produced by it. Th~ foll of Shumbah 
,voonghee releasing his followers from the restraints 
of authority, they availed themselves, almost to a 
man, of the liberty thus obtained, and dispersing to 
their homes, left the old Rayhoon of Rangoon with 
scarcely three thousand men to watch the invaders. 
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He took post at Coghee and Kykloo, two villnges on 
the other side of the forest, but as he did not venture 
to commit himself in tho presence of an English 
piquet, tho rest of the month passed over without 
the occurrence of any adventure. 

All the while the rain continued to foll in torrents, 
and the country became in every direction little better 
than a swnmp. Of fresh provisions too, nnd even of 
vegetables, the troops were entirely clestitute, for the 
fleet hnd brought only as much 11s 11ppe11recl sufficient 
for consumption during the pnssuge, and the inl111bi
tants kept as completely aloof as ever. Occasionally, 
indeed, when Sir Archibald esteemed it safe to risk 
a reconnaissance beyond the line of his advanced 
sentries, the detachments succeeded in procuring a 
few heads of cattle, but these scarcely sufficed to sup
ply the demands of the hospital, and were in no 
instance served out as rations to the army at large. 
The consequence wns, that sickness made every day 
greater ravages in the ranks. Both officers ancl men 
sank uncler the unitecl influence of a pestiferous 
climate and unwholesome diet, and the hospitals 
became cro:wded with patients, of whom by for the 
greater proportion perished. Nothing, indeed, ex
cept the indomitable patience which forms a promi
nent feature in the character of British troops could 
have sustained the army of Ava in the state of 
inaction to which it was subjected ; for we need not 
add that when sickness prevails in II camp, it finds 
no more efficient ally than the absence of 1111 excite
ment. Almost any army in the world, except an 
English one, would have been utterly disorganised in 
Rangoon. 
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Thus baffied in his attempts to break the spirit of 
the Burmese government, and unable to open with 
it the kind of negotiation which he hacl been led to 
anticipate, General C11mpbell determined to follow 
up thot article in his instructions which directed him, 
in case 11, fitting opportunity should offer, to effect 
the subjugation of certain maritime provinces. Of 
these Tavoy and Mcrgui, both on the coo.st of 
'l'cnasscrim, were by for the most important, not 
only by reason of the excellence of their harbours, 
but because they offered convenient shelter to priva
teers 11,nd cruisers, while employed in harassing the 
trade of the Bay of Bengal. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Miles, of his Majesty's 89th regiment, was detached 
with n body of troops to reduce them ; and •he 
succeeded without difficulty, the people surrendering 
their towns as soon as they were summoned. It 
was not so with o. second expedition, which proceeded 
soon afterwards to Mo.rto.bnn, n strong town upon 
the river Thalncgur, which was held by n garrison 
of four thousand men. 'l'he pince stoou n species 
of sico·c, if the term may with propriety be applied 
to an inYcstmcnt of twenty-four hours' continuance ; 
and was taken by assault on the 30th of October, 
with a loss to the storming party of twenty-one men. 
Immediately the province of Tenasserim, with all 
the towns and villages belonging to it, sent in its 
submission, and the whole line of coast, which had 
formerly owned the sway of the King of Ava, be
came annexed, at least tcmpornrily, to the Britis_h 
dominions. 

In the meantime the authorities of Ummarnpoorn, 
to whom m·ery event of the wnr nppenrs to have 
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been faithfully reported, were by no means idle. 
Previous to the formal commencement of hostilities, 
they had assembled a large army on the Chittagong 
frontier, which was placed under the command of 
:Mingee Maha Bundoolnh, by for the most skilful, as 
well as the most honoured of their generals. He 
l1ad obt11ined some successes, in the month of :M11y, 
over a body of Sepoys, encumbered mther th11n sup
ported by a levy of l\foghs ; driving them buck from 
a. position which they had taken up o.t Rumoo, o.nd 
dispersing them with the loss of their co.nnon, o.nd 
of several European officers. Had he followed up 
the blow with vigour or activity, Chittagong itself 
would have fallen ; for there were few troops to 
defend it, and 11mong these so great o. respect for 
Burmese valour had arisen, that their resistance, if 
they offered any, would have been very feeble. But 
Bundoolnh delayed so long in the vicinity of Ramoo, 
that he garn time for the arrival of a fresh army, 
before which he fell back, slowly indeed, but without 
risking II battle, till the British territories were en
tirely delivered of his presence. Nor was this the 
only bad effect to the Burmese cause, which may be 
attributed to the over-caution of the Bundoolah. 
Brigadier- General Macmorine wns enabled, with a 
force of which he wns in comm1111d, to march upon 
Gawnhate, the capital of western Assnm ; and 
though he himself soon nfterwnrds fell a sncrifice to 
cholera, his successor, by a series of conquests, gnvc 
a new direction to the tide of events. 'l'hc minds 
of the native merchants in Calcutta, which had 
become nil but distracted by alarm, rapidly recovered 
their tone, and the peasantry nround retm·ue<l to 
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their labours, from which the anticipation of 11 

Burmese invnsion hnd, for a while, driven them 
away. 

Notwithstanding the 11.bsence of enterprise which 
liis Jono- halt at Ramoo displayed, the Bundoolah's 
reputation obtained so great an 11.ccession by the 
victory which threw the place into his hands, that it 
was determined to recall him from Arracan, and to 
employ him in expelling the invader from Pegu. 
The order of recall was gluclly received both by the 
chief and his soldiers, who were thus enabled to 
quit, with untarnished honour, a field which they 
begnu already to perceive thnt tl1ey were not suffi
ciently strong to maintain. They hastened by 
forced mnrches 11.cross a difficult country, moving, ns 
their custom wns, independently· and without order, 
and arrived in the midst of the rains at Dcnobin on 
the Irawaddy, where, 11.t the distance of seventy 
miles from Rangoon, they begun to strengthen a 
ycry fovournble position. At the same time other 
armies were organised, and other posts put in a. 
defensible state, for the purpose, as the Buncloolnh 
rrave out, of providing against the occurrence of 
~ny possible disnster. Not that the chief warrior of 
this 1111tion of conquerors entertained any idcn of 
acting on the defensive. It was, on the contrary, 
his determinntion to destroy the white men in their 
lines 11.s soon as the return of dry weather would 
permit his columns to move ; but, as he judiciously 
argu~<l, some accident might occur to prevent this, 
11.nd rt therefor~ became him, as a prudent com
rua.:ider, to prov~cl? even against accidents. Hence 
the zeal and a.ct1v1ty with which troops were enrollccl 
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and stockades constrnctecl, so as to cover all the 
approaches to the capital, while the prince Sam
waddy himself, the King's brother, quitted the 
palace for the purpose of giving a general superin
tendence to operations of which be cloes not appcnr 
to have understood either the uses or the importnncc. 

It was now the month of August, and Rnngoon 
continued to present the extraordinary spectacle of 
a large city occupied only by armed stro.ngcrs, and 
totally dcnucled of its inhabitnnts. No intercourse, 
moreover, had as yet taken place between the troops 
and any portion of the rural population, and hence 
the same degree of knowleclge prevnilecl about the 
condition of the country as was possessed by the 
leaclcrs of the expedition when it quitted Cnlcutta. 
A reumrknble personage, a native of Madrns, the 
son of an English father and a low-caste mother, 
callecl Gibson, who hnd spent nil his days in Ava, 
and stood high in the confidence of the government, 
had, indeed, been brought into head-quarters. But 
this man, though he astonished the heads of depart
ments by his knowledge of general history, and his 
acquaintance with the English, the Portuguese, the 
French, and a whole host of Eastern lnnguages, 
addecl little, by means of n rude map, to the informn
tion of which Colonel Symes's work hnd alrendy 
macle them masters. The consequence wns, that 
the greatest anxiety prevailed to open, at almost any 
hazard, some communication with the interior, ancl 
to gnin the confidence, were it only of a few incli
vicluals, tl~rough whom the proclamations acldressed 
to the nat10n at large might be circulo.fod. There 
is no reason to believe that the Burmese were 
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rendered otherwise aware of this feeling th11n by 
their own surmises as to its probable existence ; 
nevertheless they made of it exactly the sort of use 
which a people determined to wa()'e o. war of total 
exterruino.tion would be apt to mtke. There came 
over from Do.Ila, 11 vill11ge situated on the margin of 
a creek of the so.me no.me, three or foU1· men, who 
represented the populution of the district as disposed 
to favour the English, o.nd requested thut n force 
might be sent to deliver them from the guard which 
kept them in subjection. The request was some
who.t incautiously acceded to, and on the following 
day, 200 Europeans and as many sepoy infantry 
were embarked in row-boats, which proceeded up 
the creek as if they had been in the heurt of their 
own territories, without so much as landing 11 patrol 
to scour the bo.nks. All at once a heavy fire of 
grape wo.s opened on them, which caused some loss, 
and greater confusion ; and when the troops, leap
ing on shore, began to form, it was found that they 
were surrounded by stockades, and exposed to rm 
enfilading fire from all quarters. Three officers and 
fifty men were killed or wounded, yet the survivors 
lost not their confidence for o. moment. They 
stormed and took the redoubt which annoyed them ; 
found in it the body of a single dead Burman ; ancl 
returned, without having nccornplished nnything, to 
Rangoon. 

'l'hc atto.ck on Dalla was not, however, the only 
enterprise which enablccl the troops to speuk of the 
moi:th of August as beino- more prolific of interest
ing events t~a~ its prc~lccessor. On tho 4~h, ,o. 
1,rignde, cons1stmg of a portion of tho 41st Krng 9 
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regiment, the Madras European, and the 12th 
Madras native infantry, proceeded, under Colonel 
Smith, to Syriam, whore it co.rried, in tho most gal
lant manner, o. redoubt and fortified pagodo,, neither 
of which seems to have been very obstino,toly de
fended. Affairs of posts, too, began to occur, the 
piquots being occasionally attacked and compelled to 
defend themselves, while to po,ss beyond the lines, 
except in strong bands, wns no longer prudent. 
Several stragglers were, indeed, cut off, including 
the crew of a small boat which had ventured to leave 
the ship General Wood without arms ; and of their 
sad fate the appearance of the bodies, which tho tide 
Hoo,ted down next day, left no room to doubt. The 
gunner, who formed one of the party, had his hend 
severed from his body ; the feet were perforated by 
nails, the legs bore the marks of having pieces of 
flesh forcibly torn from them, and the back-bone had 
been sawn in two. In like mo,nner, all the rest, 
more or less, had suffered mutilation, of which it 
would only shock tho reader's taste were wo to give 
a description. 

Towards the end of tho month, 11 persuasion 
became prevalent throughout the nrmy, that the 
Burmans would ere long hazard a genera.I attack. 
The increasing quantity of smoke, which began to 
rise on various points in the forest, indicated, indeed, 
the gradual assembling of troops, while it was 
ascertained from certnin spies, who had been won 
over by heavy bribes, that. the 27th was accounted 
a fortunate day for military enterprises, General 
Campbell took tho precaution to cut down much of 
the jungle in his front, and to plant guns in the 
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pagoda and at other commanding posts in his line ; 
while the men were directed to sleep accoutred, and 
all things put in order for battle. He had scarcely 
done so, when a Burman was taken at one of the 
out-posts. He proved to be one of a corps of 300, 
called the Invulnerables,-a charmed cohort which 
had sworn to rescue the Golden Pagoda from the 
strangers, or to perish in the attempt,-and gave 
information, which was fully confirmed within the 
space of four-and-twenty hours. The Invulncrables 
did make the attack with great fury during the 
night of the 28th, and were not beaten off till a 
storm of grape from the cannon in the pagoda had 
cut down a large portion of them. We must describe 
what went on at another part of the line in the words 
of one who was present. "A piquet of 100 sepoys 
was likewise attacked, and while the men were 
drawn up to receive the Burmahs in front, some of 
these latter contrived to creep to tho renr, and enter 
the house which the piquet occupied, from whence 
they carried off the sepoys' knapsacks!" 

Besides this affair, there occurred a sharp action 
in the Dalla creek, between one of the gun-boats 
belonging to the squadron and the Burmese. The 
boat in question, commanded by Mr. Crawford, had 
been left to support a garrison, which Colonel Evans, 
after reducing the enemy's works, threw into the 
place, and was attacked so fiercely, that the enemy 
were for a moment in possession of the deck, from 
which the desperate valour of the little crew suc
ceciled in driving them. Nor was an attempt to 
recover ~nlla itself attended by any better success. 
Tho assa1lo.nts were driven back 011 all hands, nnd 
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Captain Man-yat o.rriving opportunely with a division 
of armed launches, several of their war-boo.ts were 
sunk. But more importo.nt events were already 
hurrying forward. Towards the end of September 
the clouds bcgo.n to breo.k, and there wo.s o. promise 
of dry weather, of which the Burmese, if any judg
ment might be formed from the continual progress 
of tl1cir works in the direction of Rangoon, seemed 
determined to take advantage ; while General Camp
bell, not less prompt to avail himself of a season for 
action, mo.de ready either to meet them by counter
projects, or to moo.sure his strength fairly with 
theirs. 

On the 4th of October three hundred men of the 
38th regiment were embarked in boats, and placed 
under the command of Major Evans, with orders to 
penetrate up the Lyne river, and to dislodge a por
tion of the Kee Woonghec's army, which was stated 
to lmvc intrenchcd itself on the bnnk. To distract 
the enemy's attention, and to hinder them from con
centrating on one point, a light brigade, eight hun
dred strong, consisting entirely of sepoys, was 
directed to push along the Pegu road. 'fhc lo.tter 
corps began its march at day-break, supported by a 
couple of howitzers, and passed at the villarre of 
I~okien a large unfinished stockade, of the prcpnra
t1on of which, though it was within two miles of the 
ou_tposts, not so much as a suspicion had been entor
to.med. Nothing daunted by this discovery, Colonel 
Smith, who commanded the troops, moved on, and 
soon becum_e involved in a thick country, where his 
people rccc1Vcd and replied to scveml skirmishing 
volleys. At l,nst, however, after clearing 11, r11,vine, 
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another stockade opened upon him ; from which, as 
well as from a wood on the left, a fire was opened, 
and a gallant officer, Lieutenant Campbell of the 
pioneers, fell. But Colonel Smith, by a judicious 
arrangement of his force, turned the work, and the 
enemy immediately evacuated it without resistance. 
A few prisoners were taken, from whom the Colonel 
learned that at Kykloo, a fortified pagoda about five 
miles in advance, two chiefs, the Chudd ·woon and 
the Rayhoon of Rann-oon, bad established them
selves with 3000 men~ some cavalry, elephants, and 
guns. Colonel Smith immediately halted, and 
sending back for o. reinforcement both of infantry 
o.nd guns, resolved, as soon as they should arrive, to 
hazard an o.ttack. 

In due time three hundred men of the Madras 
native infantry, with two o.dilitional howitzers, 
joined their comrades, but no Europeans accon1-
panied them. To what cause this sad error was 
owing, whether it originated in 11n oversight, or was 
the result of a speciaJ request on the part of Colonel 
Smith himself, it is not worth while to inquire ; but 
its effects were exactly such as some slig)1t experi
ence in the peculiar qualities of the native troops 
might have led any officer, whether King's or Com
pany's, to anticipo.te. Colonel Smith moved forward. 
He disposed his men to the best advantage, throwing 
skirmishers into the jungle, and pushing two columns, 
with scaling-ladders, •against two faces of the stock
ade. But though the officers led nobly, and threw 
th.iir lives away with the most devoted heroism, the 
men, seeing no English company in ~heir front, 
faltered und hung back. They did n.ot disperse and 
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flee-sepoys very rarely disperse-but they stood, 
afraid to advance yet unwilling to retreat, under a 
fire which swept them down. Colonel Smith saw 
that the day was lost. He caused the recnll to be 
sounded, and retreated to Rangoon with a loss of 
two officers and forty men killed, four officers nnd 
sixty men wounded. Great, indeed, was tl1e re
joicing within the Burman lines, when o. despatch 
wns drawn up, which represented the English o.s 
overthrown with the slaughter of 1000 men; and 
while this receipt at U rumernpoora wns welcomed 
by a salute from all the ennuon mounted on the 
wnlls, General Campbell, on the other hand, deter
mined that the enemy should not long be permitted 
to boast of a success which they had accidentally ob
tained. He despatched Brigadier-General M'Crengh 
at the head of a thousand Europenns to avenge the 
defeat of the sepoys ; nnd the most strenuous exer
tions were made, both by the General and his men, 
to fulfil the wishes of the chief. But fortune de
clared against them. After o.ccomplishing n toilsome 
march, and passing the dead bodies of the sepoys, 
horribly mutilated and suspended upon gibbets, the 
Brigadier found that Kykloo was deserted ; and 
though he pusl1cd forward to the extent of twenty 
miles, he failed to overtake the victors in their flight. 
He was, therefore, sorely to the disappointment of 
the men, whom the spectacle of their abused com
rades had excited to the highest pitch of fury, com
pelled to ~-etruce his steps to Rangoon, where he 
was met with t!'e agreeable intelligence that Major 
Evans had entirely succeeded in clrivino- the enemy 
without loss froi:n all their works. On °the 13th of 
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October, therefore, the English army wns agnin 
united within its lines, under the assurnnce thnt, for 
the present nt least, the vicinity of Rnngoon wns 
e'l"erywhere cleared of the enemy. 

We alluded, n short time ngo, to the expeditions 
under Colonels Miles and Goodwin, and to the per
fect success which nttendcd both. In coupling the 
exploits of the Inst-mentioned officer with those of 
Colonel Miles, we somewhat unticipntcd the course 
of events: for it was only now, during the intervnl 
of repose which ensued upon the rcconnnissance 
described above, that he set out for Martaban. But 
to the narrative of his proceedings we have nothing 
to add, farther than that they displayed great judg
ment, and were crowned with the most perfect suc
cess. From Colonel Milcs's exertions, likewise, the 
troops in position at Rnngoon begun, ere long, to 
derive serious advantages. The country around 
Mergui and Tavoi abounded in cattle and grain, and 
ample supplies of fresh provisions were derived from 
it ; und the sickness which had hithorto committed 
such lmvoc in the ranks began in consequence to 
diminish. Nor was this all. The climnte of Tenas
serim was found to agree so well with the constitu
tions of Europeans, that many of the worst cases, 
when removed thither, recovered ; and not o. few, 
who might have possibly lingered on unfit for duty 
during the war, were restored in the cow·se of a 
short time to their usual health. Under such cir
cumstances, it was judged expedient to estnblish in 
the province a permanent garrison of sepoys ; though 
his Majesty's 89th was ordered to roturn to head
quarters. 
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Time passed, nnd every day brought in some 
fresh report that the enemy, who had organised 11, 

very powe1ful army, were closing in upon the position. 
As there was good reason to believe that these 
rumours were well founded, General Campbell made 
ready to give bnttle, by cutting down some of the 
jungle, constructing here and there a breast-work, 
and throwing abattis in front of such points in his 
line as appeared to be most assailable. Ile was not, 
however, deterred from pushing a strong reconnais
sance up the Peg11 river, with orders to proceed as 
far as the ancient capital of the province. On the 
27th of November, eight hundred men, of whom 
one-half were Europeans, embarked in a flotilla of 
forty boats, under the guidance of Captain Chads ; 
and succeeded, without meeting with any opposition, 
or sustnining the loss of one man, in reaching Pegu. 
They found it wholly deserted, as was the case with 
every town or village that lay along the course of 
their route ; and they quitted it again, after spen<l
ing four-and-twenty hours amid its desolate dwell
ings, full of admiration at the size and magnificence 
of the Shocmadoo pagoda, to which that at Rangoon 
appears to have been scarcely superior. 

Meanwhile, Bundoolah, who had enlarged his 
force to somewhere about sixty thousand men, broke 
up from his cnmp at Denobin ; and, marching with
out a hnlt during five consecutive days, nrrivecl on 
the 30~h in front of the Shoe-Dagon. So rapid 
were h_1s movements, and so strict the vigilance of 
the police, that no suspicion of his approach prevailed 
at head-quarters ; indccu, it was from one of his 
own patrols, ,~hich happeneu to encounter their au-
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v1mced gunrd, when close upon the line of sentries, 
thnt Sir Archibnld Cnmpbell becnme first nwo.re tho.t 
the enemy were moving o.t _a.II. But the o.rrange
mcnts necessary to meet the crisis having been long 
mnde, there wo.s neither confusion nor delny in 
acting up to them ; beco.use every mnn nnd officer 
knew his pince in the line, o.nd the co.nnon were 
ah·eady in position. And well it was that this per
fect order and discipline prevailed ; for tho enemy 
with whom they hnd to deal was active and full of 
enterprise, however deficient he might be in the 
science of modern wrufare, und the nrt of wielding 
his formidable masses with the best effect. 

The mo.in body of the British occupied at this 
time a sort of double line; thnt is to say, the formn
tion of the troops wns on 11 trinngle, of which the 
Golden Pagoda constituted the apex, and tho line of 
Rnngoou the base. There wus likewise a strong 
post at Kemundine, on the western bank of the 
river, which wns supported by the ships of war and 
gun-boats; while here and there (as convenience 
offered) 11: house or other building wns filled with 
troops, care beinrr tnken to intermix, nt nil points of 
importnnce, Europenns with sepoys. This was the
more pructicnble, us there hnd nrrived 11 short time 
previously the 47th King's regiment, nnd 11 battalion 
of the Royals, two veteran and well-trained corps, 
which served in 11 great degree to supply the vacan
cies which disease, more than the sword of the 
enemy, had occasioned. Nevertheless, the numbers 
both of Europeans nnd no.tives were very inadequate 
to cover uu alignment so extensive ns peculiar cir-



138 DnITISII INDIA, [1024. 

cumstances required them to defend ; nor could that 
object have been attained at all ho.d not Sir Archi
bald connected one po.rt with another by means of 
posts. This, however, he judiciously did; and the 
consequence was, tho.t besides amplyproviding ago.inst 
all the exigencies of a passive defence, he retained 
in ho.nd one or two moveable columns, which he 
co.lculo.ted on being able to apply either ns o. reserve 
or in o.ctivo opcro.tions, o.s tho events of tho bo.ttlo 
might seem to demand. 

The do.y wo.s for advanced, when the patrol re
turning gave notice of the enemy's approach, whose 
presence in the forest wo.s soon afterwards denoted 
by a curved line of smoke which rose above the 
trees from one flank of the British position· to the 
otlier. A constant hum of voices, too, went on for 
a time, as if they ho.d established themselves for the 
night ; but darkness scarce set in when it ceased ; 
and there wo.s heard in its room a sound as of heavy 
columns marching, which drew onwards till it seemed 
to approach the very cclgo of the jungle. Tho ut
most degree of watchfulness, it will readily be 
imagined, prevailed within the Golden Pagoda, 
where both officers and men anticipated a furious 
assault as soon as the dawn should return; nor was 
there any disposition to relax, notwithstanding that 
the woods began to resound ere long with blows of 
the o.xe and hammer, o.nd the crash of falling trees. 
Yet the day broke without realising, in this quarter 
at least, the expectations which men had formed. 
The enemy continued perfectly still, under cover of 
the forest, contenting themselves, as it appeared, 
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with watching the manamvres of the English, and 
hindering them from detaching to support the point 
against which their first efforts were directed. 

It might be about nn hour after day-break when 
11 he11vy firing of c11nnon and musketry, in the direc
tion of Kemundine, g11ve notice that the battle was 
begun. It lasted for some time without intermis
sion, and came up upon the wind mingled with the 
yells of the Burmese, and an occasional hearty cheer 
from the British seamen. Nothing, however, could 
be seen from the pagoda, except 11, dense cloud of 
smoke, which shut out every object beyond the great 
forest, and continued to darken the air for some 
minutes after the tumult of the fight had subsided. 
But the nnxiety of those who occupied the :11.nnks of 
the position was in due time removed, when, tlie 
thick canopy dispersing, the masts of the vessels 
again became visible, ornamented, as they had been 
prior to the commencement of the struggle, with 
British streamers and ensigns. · Bye-and-bye their 
attention wns drawn to other and not less deeply 
interesting spectacles. The Burmuns began to move 
in heavy columns across the plain of Dalla, and to 
intrench themselves on the bank of the river oppo
site to Rangoon. While one body was thus occupied, 
another issued from the forest, about 11, mile in front 
of the eastern foce of the Grent Pngod11, and deploy
ing into line, embraced the whole extent of country 
from the Puzendown stream to 11, point within long 
gun-shot of the city, "These," says Colonel Snod
grass, " formed the left wing of the Burmese army. 
The centre, or the continuation of the line from the 
great pngodn up to Kemunclinc, where i~ ogain rested 
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on the river, was posted in so thick 11 forest as to 
defy all conjecture as to its strength or situation. 
In the course of a few hours we thus found ourselves 
completely surrounded, with the na1-row channel of 
the Rangoon river alone unoccupied in our rem·, 
nnd with only the limited space within our lines 
which we could still call our own. The line of 
circumvallation taken up by the enemy obviously 
extended a. very considerable distance, and divicled 
as it was by the river, injudiciously weakened his 
means of assailing us. on any particular point ; but 
as for as celerity, order, and regularity are con
cerned, the style in which the different corps took 
up their stations in the line reflected much credit on 
the arrnngement of the Burmese commander. 

" vVhen this singular and presumptuous forma
tion was completed, the soldiers. of the left columns 
also, laying aside their spears and muskets, com
menced operations with their intrenching tools, with 
such activity and good will, that in the course of o. 
couple of hours their line had wholly disappeared, 
and could only be traced by 11 pnrapet of new earth, 
grndually increasing in height, nnd assuming such 
forms as the skill and science of the engineers suo-
gested. The moving masses which had so ve~y 
lately attracted our anxious attention had sunk into 
the ground ; and to any one who had not witnessed 
the whole scene, the existence of these subterranean 
legions would not have been credited: the occasional 
movement of a chief, with his gilt chattah (umbrella) 
from place to place, supcrintendino- the pro{J'rcss of 
their labour, was the only thino- tho.t now attracted 
notice. By 11 distant observe;:: tho hills covered 
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with mounds of earth would have been taken for 
anything rather than the approaches of an attack
ing enemy ; but to us, who had watched the whole 
strange proceeding, it seemed the work of magic or 
enchantment." 

The manner in which the Burmese push their 
approaches is very curious. Their trenches were 
found, on examination, to consist merely of n suc
cession of holes, each capable of containing two men, 
and excavated so as to afford shelter both from the 
weather and the fire of an enemy. "As it is not 
the Burmese system to relieve their troops in mak
ing these approaches, each hole contained n suffi
cient supply of rice, water, nnd even fuel, for its in
mates ; and under the excavated bank a bed of 
straw or brushwood was prepared, in which one 
man could sleep while his comrade watched. ·when 
one line of the trench is completed, its occupiers, 
taking advantage of the night, push forward to 
where the second line is to be opened, their place 
being immediately taken up by fresh troops from 
the rear, and so on progressively, the number of 
trenches occupied varying according to the force of 
the besiegers, to the plans of the general, or to the 
nature of the grouncl." 

It was perfectly evident from the nature of their 
proceedings, tho.t the main attempt of the Burmans 
would be upon the pagoda. For this the English 
were every way prepared ; nevertheless o.s it was 
essentiul to ascertuin how the assailin; force was 
111nnged, Sir Archibald directed Mnj~r Sale, at 
the hend of the_ 13th ~ight Infantry, to attack these 
trenches, and if possible to drive the enemy back 
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upon their reserves. The service was pmformed in 
the most dashing and creditable mnnner. In spite 
of n, severe loss, the 13th fairly overleaping the 
intrenchments, dislodging the working party with 
great slaughter, and penetrating to the edge of the 
forest, were with difficulty held back by the superior 
prudence of the officers. Nothing more, however, 
passed that day, if we except n, second attack, which 
ended in failure, on tho Komundino ; and the En
glish retiring to their lines, the enemy re-occupied 
their holes, which, during the night, were consider
ably advanced as well ns improved. 

Aware that a general movement to the front, 
however effectually it might remove all appearance 
of investment, mnst, from the nature of the country, 
foil of leading to any mnrked advantage over the 
enemy, Sir Archibald Campbell, with great judg
ment, directed all l1is evolutions to the attainment 
of one end ; namely, to the creation of a belief 
among tho leaders of the Bw·moso army that lie 
felt himself inferior to tho ass1Lilants, and WCLS un
willing to risk any disaster by venturing beyond his 
intronchments. An occ1Lsional sortie or two, exe
cuted on tho 2d of December, tho\lgh they served 
to keep up the spirits of his own troops, could 
scarcely operate to diminish the confidence of a bar
barous enemy, who contrived to push their np
proaches till they were everywhere within half 
musket-shot of the posts and stntions which con
nected one portion of the line with another, Nor 
wns it by working their zigzags only that they en
deavoured to cut off all chances of escape from tho 
invaders. Multitudes of fire-rafts wore sent down 
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the river, which it required nll the cournge nnd 
skill of the British seamen to evade ; while the 
cruisers were continually obliged to maintain o. 
somewhat unequal struggle with batteries well 
armed nnd not contemptibly served, which assailed 
them fro1n the shoro. 

Having endured this state of things till the 5th, 
on which day the whole of the enemy's left wing 
wa.s thrown out upon the plnin, Sir Archibald, who 
had with great difficulty restrained the ardour of 
his troops, determined to throw the reins loose, nnd 
to hazard nn nttack. That it might be the more 
effectual in its results, Captnin Chads, with a flotilla. 
of armed boats, was directed to ascend the river, 
and to place himself so as that his shot might foll 
upon the enemy's rear, nnd distract their attention. 
This done, two columns, one under Major Sale of 
the 13th, the other under Major Walker of the 
Madras nrmy, were ordered to force the intrench
ments, and they obeyed their instructions with a. 
de"ree of hardihood and success which could not bo 
su~passcd. Regardless of a heavy fire, which cost 
Major Walker his life, the men rushed on, and 
swept over the Burmans and their trenches with the 
fury of a hurricane. Nevertheless, though dislodged 
from various favourable points, the Bundoolah 
thought not as yet of retreiiting. Ile devoted the 
6th to rallying and restoring the courage of his 
troops; and on the 7th was in a condition to re
ceive, though not to repel, 11 still more serious 
attack which General Campbell directed against 
him. 

At dawn on the day just spcciliccl, tho British 
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troops moved from their lines in three separate 
columns. The enemy met them with a heavy fire 
both of cannon and musketry, and stood in many 
instances till they were bayoneted in the trenches ; 
but to withstand such an assault for nny length of 
time was impossible. They were pierced, thrown 
into confusion, and cut down with prodigious 
slaughter, which was arrested only by the inter
vention of the jungle, into which it was judged 
inexpedient to thrust the troops. Long before sun
set, indeed, the whole of the space in front of the 
pngoda was opened, and there seemed only a multi
tude of dead bodies to mark the course of what had 
formerly been the position of the besiegers. "\Yith 
the close of day, however, the labours of the British 
solclicrs were for from ending. As soon as it became 
dark, a part of his Majesty's 89th regiment, with 
the 43d Madras infantry, were thrown across the 
river in boats, ancl immediately opened their fire 
upon that portion of the enemy wl1ich had hitherto 
placed Kcmunclinc in n state of siege. The Bur
mans were quite incompetent to withstand these 
attacks. They Heel in great confueion, leaving guns, 
equipage, and ammunition ~ch.incl, and melted away 
almost as much by desertion as by the loss which 
they sustained from their enemies. 

About four miles in rear of his scene of operations 
for the reduction of the Golden Pagocla, the Bundoo
lah _Imel cstnblishecl an army of reserve, which wns 
busiccl all this while in stocknclino- nnd otherwise 
rendering clcfcnsiblc a position of ~hich the villao-e 
of Kolden formed the key. To it he now retreated 
where consitlcraLlc reinforcements meeting him, h; 
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found that he could still muster five-and-twenty 
thousand men under arms, with which he determined 
to risk another action, should the English venture to 
attack. N.ot content, however, to rely upon the 
valour of his soldiers, he bribed some of the few in
habitnnts which had returned to Rangoon to set fire 
to the city ; under the idea that, amid the confusion 
attendant on such an event, an opportunity might 
present itself of o.cting ago.in on the offensive. The 
fire, however, wa.s speedily extinguished, and on the 
15th the o.rmy o.dvo.nced for the purpose of attack
ing, at three different points, the intrenchments at 
Kokien. Never was movement attended with more 
perfect success. The enemy maintained a heavy 
fire so long as the troops were rushing on, but fled 
whenever the heads of the columns began to pene
trate the works ; and the line of intrenchments was 
carried with comparatively little loss to the assailants, 
the slaughter among the fugitives being absolutely 
appalling. It is computed, indeed, that from the 
1st to the 15th of December there fell of the Bul"
mese not less than six thousand men, of whom mnny 
were chiefs and officers of rank ; while the total of 
casualties in the British ranks amounted to no more 
than forty officers, and five hundred ro.nk and file. 
As a matter of course, the courage of the worsted 
party began everywhere to evaporate, and it was 
felt in Rangoon, that, had the means of transport 
been present, a march upon Ummerapoora could have 
been attended with no difficulties which the valour 
of those engaged would have foiled to overcome. 
Unfortunately, however, these were not present, not-

VOL. JV. L 
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withstanding the extruordinnry exertions of the 
Mndro.e government to supply them ; and the opera
tions of the army were in consequence confined for 
the present to undertakings of very· inferior im-
portance. · 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Alarm at Calcuttar-Mutiny at Barrackpoi·c-Advance 
of Sir Archibald Campbclt-Reaches Sarawak-Heam 
of General Cotton's failure at Denobieu,-Marches back 
-Denobieu invested-Burmese sortie-Junction of the 
land and water columns-The Bundoolali slain-De
nobieu evacuated-Mardi to Prome---It is occupied-
Manners and Czistoms of the Burmese. 

IT will be necessary to revert for a short time to the 
progress of the war on the eastern frontier, as well 
as to certain events connected with it, which caused, 
at the moment, uneasy sensations in -various quarters. 
We have spoken elsewhere of the succ8sscs obtained 
by the Bundoolah in Chittagong ; and we have hinted 
at the absurd alarm which arose umong the native 
merchants of Calcutta, and which wns not, we be
lieve, confined entirely to them. Had the feeling 
spread no farther, it would have supplied food rather 
for ridicule tbnn regret ; but unfortunately, a per
suasion became prevalent among several of the Sepoy 
regiments, that tho Burmese " wore charmed lives." 
-and that neither lend nor steel would suffice to dis
solve the enchantment. To this was added nn order 
to curtail, on the ground of economy, certain nllow
anC;cs for transport which had hitherto been granted 
to troops about to take the field ; and both together 
proved too much for the cournge or _rdclity of por-

L 2 
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tions of more thnn one regiment whose seI"Vices were 
cCLlled for. 

In the cantonments of Bo.rro.ckpore there were 
quo.rtered the 26th, the 47th, the 62nd, and the 
10th regiments of Bengal infantry. They were 
all under orders for service, some being directed 
to march upon Arrncan, others to prepare for em
barkation; but when directed to parade on the 
morning of tho 31st of October, in order that their 
appointments might be inspected, the 47th positively 
refused to turn out. Every exertion was mo.de by 
the European officers to overcome the spirit of dis
affection, but without effect. Portions of the 62nd 
and of the 10th joined the mutineers; and for a few 
hours, matters wore an extremely unplensant ap
pearance. But the Royals, and the King's 49th, 
which had not yet quitted Co.lcutta, were promptly 
rnoyed to the scene of difficulty, o.nd a brigo.de of 
guns was planted so ns to command the rear of the 
malcontents, when drawn up upon the esplanade. 
Another effort was then made to lead them into 
submission ; they rejected it, and the guns imme
diately opened. Nearly two hundred men were cut 
to pieces where they stood ; and the remainder being 
disarmed, the ringleaders were put to death, the 
No. 47 erased from the o.rmy list, o.nd the mutiny 
effectually suppressed. There wo.s no longer the 
slightest reluctance manifested to proceed either to 
Arracan or Pegu ; nor was o.ny bad impression left 
upon the m_inds either of soldiers or people, by the 
act of terrible, but necessary severity, which hnd 
been perpetrated. 

We return to the operations of Sir Archibald 
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Campbell's force, which beco.me, from various co.uses, 
more o.nd more effective every day, as well as more 
eo.gcr to push its successes to the utmost. The re
pulse of the Bundoolo.h, together with the prevo.lence 
of n belief that the English would speedily advance, 
operated like a chnrm upon the inhabitants of the 
province. They broke through all the restraints of 
the police, and begnn to return in crowds to their 
homes, bringing with them numerous articles both 
of provision and conveyance, which proved eminently 
useful to the invaders. By the commendable exer
tions, too, of the governments of Bengal and Madras, 
(o.nd, without any disparagement to the former, we 
may venture to say more especially of the latter,) 
boilts, o.nd Mugh boatmen, draught bullocks, horses, 
and elephants, arrived clay after day in considerable 
numbers.- Still there was a so.d lack of means by 
which to move an o.rmy of ten thousand men through 
a country where it was felt that no reliance could be 
plo.ced on the o.icl of the inlio.bitunts; and where nny 
deficiency of provisions, or interruption of the line 
of communication, might be attended with the worst 
consequences. As it wo.s manifest, howeYer, that 
the war would be protracted for ever, unless an 
attempt were mo.de to penetrate into the interior, 
Sir Archibald Campbell resolYed, let come what 
might, to mo.kc it ; and his arrangements being 
completed, he put, on the 15th of Febl'llary, 1825, 
three columns in motion. Of one of these, he him
self took the guidance ; Brigadier-General Cotton 
~3sumed the command of :mother ; and Major Sale, 
of the 13th King's regiment, was nominated to dirC'ct 
the movements of the third. 
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The service which Ma.jor Sa.le was instructed to 
accomplish comprised the reduction of Bassein, an 
import11nt town on the western bnnk of the Bassein 
river ; where an ide11 prevailed, that draught aµiroals 
could be procured in abundnnce, so as to facilitate n 
subsequent march across the country, nnd 11junction, 
somewhere on the Irawnddy, with head-quarters. 
Sir Archibnlu Campbell's nnu General Cotton's ilivi.
sions ago.in were to proceed in the ui.rection of 
Prome, the former by land, the latter by wa.ter ; 
th11t is to sny, while Sir Archibalu ascended the left 
bank of the Lyne river, General Cotton, embarking 
his people in boats, wa.s to penetrate by the P11u
la.ng bro.nch, and enter the main stream of the Iro.
waddy, a.t Y11ngain-Chan-Ynn. This done, the 
divisions were to unite at Dcnobicu, provided the 
land column should find it practic11ble to attain to 
thnt point ; while, in the event of a failure, Sara
wnh, a town consiucrnbly farther to the north, was 
fixed upon as a point of rendezvous accessible to 
l,oth pnrties. These a.rra.ngcmcnts being well 
uigested, and provisions, ammunition, nnd a.11 things 
neeessnry provided, on the 15th of February the 
advnnce began, the hea.d-qua.rter division leading, 
an~ those of_Gen_ernl C_otton a:°d Major Sale t11king 
their respective Imes with as little delay as possible. 

The progress of the land column, which consisted 
of thirteen hundred Europeans and a thousand 
native infantry, of three hundred cavalry belonging 
to the Governor-General's body-guard, and artillery 
and rockets in proportion, was marked by no event 
worthy of ~pecia.l ~otice. The troops passed through 
a country mterestmg from the novelty of its appeo.r-
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ailce, whose inhabitants, a rude but industrious race, 
:proved exceedingly frienclly ; nnd found, on reach
ing Mcondnga, an extensive village upon the Lyne, 
.that there was neither ford nor bridge by which to 
pass the river, nearer than that which was opposite 
to Sarawah. This intelligence wns rendered of 
comparatively trifling importance, in consequence of 
repeated rumours which ean:ie in of the evacuation 
of Donobieu, whence the Bundool11h wns st11ted to 
.have fled in great alarm as soon as the movement up 
the Lyne became known to him. The march wa~ 
accordingly resumed, nnd on the 23rd, having seen 
very little of the enemy, whose patrols fell back as 
his advnnced guard pushed on, Sir Archibald esta
blished his head-quarters in the town of Lyne. It 
wns the capital of a province of no mean wealth, and 
proved well disposed to favour the invaders, fo1· the 
people remained in their houses, and freely brought 
into camp buffaloes and other necessaries. On the 
24th, however, the advance was resumed, and on 
the 1st of Murch, the Lyne being forded at a place 
called Theeboon, the head of the column turned in 
a westerly direction towards Sarawnh. 

A journey of sixteen miles, pe1formecl principally 
through the heart of a well-wooded country, brought 
the army to Sarnwah, a large town on the l'ight 
bank of the Irawaddy ; important in itself as a place 
of inland trade, and doubly so as containing tJ1e 
main depot of the Burman monarch's war-boats. 
The troops appear to ho.ve been greatly struck with 
the magnificence of the river, which now, for tho 
first time, rolled its mass of waters before them. 
Of great depth, nnd exceedingly rapid in its courso, 
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it is described as measuring, even during the 
droughts, a.bout eight hundred yards in width ; 
nevertheless, the o.dmiro.tion with which all ranks 
were disposed to regard it, suffered a serious inter
ruption when it was discovered tho.t the population 
ho.d hastened to place its channel between them o.nd 
the strnngers. Sarnwab, indeed, like Rangoon, 
when first npproo.ched, was entirely deserted. It 
was evident, moreover, tho.t the migration ho.d only 
now been completed, inasmuch as crowds still lin
gered 011 the opposite bank, whom a11 the efforts of 
the Ge11eral, though exercised through the agency 
of one or two old priests, foiled to bring back to 
their homes. They were distinctly seen to hold con
verse with the messengers, to who.t purpose became 
manifest in a few minutes, for they turned their 
backs upon Sarawah, and moved slowly towards o 
forest, amid the deep shades of which they grndu
ally disappeared. 

For the first time since they po.rted compo.ny o.t 
Ro.ngoon, Sir Archibo.ld ho.d received the do.y before 
a communication from General Cotton, which an
nounced the capture of Paulo.ng, o.nd the entrance 
of the wo.ter column into the great channel of the 
Iro.waddy. As the despatch wus of old date, how
ever, it tended in no degree to shuke the belief that 
Denobieu had also fallen ; and hence, anticipating 
from day to day the arrival of the boats, the farther 
progress of the army was suspended. During this 
interval of repose, both the bodily wants o.nd the 
curiosity of the officers found ample sources of in
dulgence. 

The countrY: round Snro.wo.h proved to be fruitful 
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in a breed of small cattle, and the gardens attached 
to many of the houses were well stocked with vege
tables ; but thnt which seems most worthy of notice 
was 11 discovery of which nn eye-witness speaks in 
the following terms :-" At S11rnw11h," says the 
author of• Two Years in Ava,'" were many hand
some kioums, or monasteries, containing large col
lections of Gaudinns, of different sizes and materials; 
these were ranged on stands, richly ornamented with 
stained glass and gilding, fancifully disposed in 
seveml grotesque shnpes, and surmoimted by ccmo
pies, on which the same species of ornoment bore a 
conspicuous part. About the apartments were 
numerous offerings of the pious ; and in one of the 
houses II book was found, which may be considered 
as• of great importance, as Rh owing the estimation 
in which this nation was held by a very insignificant 
power in Europe, at a time when ,ve, its immediate 
neighbours, must have been enveloped in shameful 
i""norance of everything concerning it. This was a 
plain and simple exposition of the Christian faith, in 
the Latin and Burman languages, and printed at the 
press of the Society for the Propagation of the True 
Faith, at Rome, in 1785." The same authority 
goes on to inform us, that " on inquiry, I found 
that about that period some Italian priests were 
settled near Ava, and taught Latin to several people, 
and among others, to Mr. Gibson." " For many 
years po.st, no persons of the Roman Catholic per
suasion have visited Ava as missionaries ; but 
the religion is still followed by a few individurus, 
and is represented by priests of that race, mi~co.lled 
Portuguese, who, from their intermarriage with the 
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natives of India, now retain but little trace of their 
orio-in, except the dialect which still remains to 
the

0

m of the language of their forefathers." 
The troops had occupied Sarawah _without re

ceiving any farther communication from General 
Cotton's column, when, on the evening of the 7th, a 
heavy firing was heard in the direction of Denobieu. 
This circumstance sufficed to contradict all the 
:rumours which had hitherto circulntccl ; yet it cx
_cited no apprehension in the mind of any one ; for 
all, from the µenernl to the drum-boy, seem to 
_have looked upon success as certain. Instead, 
therefore, of marching to the assistance of the 
water column, General Campbell determined to press 
forward in the direction of Prome, his anxiety 
extending no farther than to prevent the escape of 
the Bundoolah ; and the delays and difficulties which 
might be· expected to follow, were the Burmans to 
anticipate him in the occupation of thnt place. lie 
had not, however, accomplished more thnn two days' 
journey when a messenger overtook him, bearing 
the unwelcome information that the attack on De
nobieu had foiled. Now then arose the question 
whnt course it would be judicious to follow : whethe:
to prosecute the advance, and recall the Blllldoolah 
by threatening his communications with the capital; 
or to return to Denobien, expel the enemy's garri
son, and establish there 11 sort of base of future 
operations. A reference to the state of the maga
zines deter~ined the General to adopt the latter of 
these expedients. lie retraced his steps to Sara
wah, crossed the Irawnddy on rafts and by means 
of canoes, an~ after an abortive attempt to eurpriso 
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a body of_the enemy, which hacl taken post between 
Henzeda and Lamina, turned all his attention to 
the state of affairs at Denobieu. 

It was late on the 24th, when the column, after 
a twelve-miles march through a wilderness of long 
jungle-grass, arrived at a village whence the position 
of Denobieu became for the first time visible. The 
spectacle wus very striking, for the works were 
extensive nnd uppnrently foll of troops ; while the 
river was crowded above _the stockade by swarms of 
Burmese war-boats. As the army approached, 
bodies of cavalry ho\"Cred along its flank, and the 
war-boats, starting from their anchorage, came in 
close to the brink of the river, and opened thei~ fire. 
Nevertheless, no check was made ; and on the 25th 
11 position was taken up within cannon-shot of the 
stockades ; while General Campbell, attended by 
his chief engineer, proceeded to reconnoitre. He 
found that they embraced an oblong square, which 
measured about o. thousand yards in length, by five 
hundred in breadth; and thnt they masked the brick 
walls of nn old Pegu fortress, round three sides of 
which o. moat was drawn, the river washing the 
fourth. It was therefore quite impracticable to ac
complish, with his limited means, even un imperfect 
investment ; aud the camp was in consequence 
pitched so ns to rest oue flank on the river, and 
leave the other to be protected, as it best might, by 
the piquets. 

The day passed over quietly enoucrh ; for 0,n 
oc('llsional attempt to annoy by a fire fr~m the wnr
bonts scarcely sufficed to disturb the tro.nquillity of 
any one. The piquets, too, were_ strong and well 
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posted ; and as the night brought with it a bright 
and cloudless moon, both men and officers lay down 
to rest without any apprehension of danger. Con
siderable uneasiness had, indeed, prevailed since 
morning, not because of the proximity of the enemy, 
but because as yet no intelligence of General Cot
ton's approach had been received, and the exhausted 
stock of the commissariat threatened, in the event 
of his protracted absence, to occasion litlle short of 
famine in the lines. But these co.uses of care and 
care itself were alike forgotten, when the rapid dis
charge of thirty or forty muskets, and the immediate 
running in of the piquet on the right flank, suddenly 
called the men to their guns, and co.used them to 

-prepare for battle. In a moment there arose a 
discordant yell, while a crowd of Burmans rushed 
towards the camp, and began a desultory fire on all 
sides. It was a bold manceuvre on the Bundoolah's 
part, and well worthy of his established reputation ; 
but it failed to produce any effect. The British 
troops stood to their arms, and forming with the 
38th regiment en potence, soon drove back the 
assailants with loss ; who could not be brought, by 
all the exertions of their lender, to renew the attack 
After standing, therefore, in their ranks till all wa~ 
quiet, the men once more lay down, and slept not 
the less soundly that their repose had been inter
rupted by a visitation so little to be desired. 

It so happened, that, while the sortie went on 
s~veral flo.shcs, such o.s might proceed from th; 
discharge of morto.rs, were observed, o.t 11 consider
able distance beyond Denobieu, and, ns it seemed, 
down the stream of the Irawaddy, Hopes were in 
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consequen<;e entertained that General Cotton ha.d 
seen the firing, and hnd thrown up these signals in 
order to mnke his friends awnre thnt he was within 
rench of them ; nnd it was resolved, ns soon a.s 
dnylight should return, to. ~cspatch n strong patrol 
for the purpose of nscertmnmg the truth. This was 
effectually done, and though the detachment found 
itself unable to return to camp, the long wished for 
communication between the two columns was re
stored. General Cotton instantly got his flotillo. 
under weigh ; and, with the stenm-bont lending, 
appeared at dnwn on the morning of the 27th, in 
proud ndvnnce up the river. It was to no purpose 
thnt seventeen Burmese wnr-boats offered nll the 
opposition in their power, and that the batteries 
from the stockade opened n henvy fire. The former 
were routed, pursued, and captured, to the amount 
of thirteen, by the stenm-vessel, while to the latter 
an effective reply was made, both by the guns of 
the flotilla, nnd the field-pieces on shore. In like 
manner a. sortie, in which seven elephants took a 
pnrt, was repelled with great slaughter ; the body
guard charging both elephants und cavalry, and 
overthrowing them in quick succession. The result 
was, that mortars, battering guns, und nll things 
else of which the army stood in need, were landed 
thnt night, and thnt a heavy bombardment wus 
immediately commenced, with the most destructive 
effect. This wns followed by the erection of bat
teries, which opened 11 steady fire on the 1st of 
April ; a.ncl on the 2nd, dispositions were made, 
as soon us the breaches should be deemed practico.
ble, to curry the pince by ussuult. But the day 
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had scarcely dawnecl, when a couple of. prisoners 
escaping from the fort 1,ame in with intelligence 
which excited no trifling degree of astonishment. 
It appeared that the Bundoolah bad been killed on 
the previous day by a fragment of n shell, that the 
troops refused to obey any other officer, or to remain 
in Denobieu, and that the works were evacuated in 
the dead of night, with o, degree of regularity which 
set the vigilance of the besiegers at defiance. 
Nothing, therefore, now remained but to take pos
session of the nbandoned redoubt ; and after making 
such fresh arrangements as the altered condition of 
the army required, to recommence, with as much 
celerity ns possible, the march to Prome. 

The forward movement begnn on the 4th of 
April, and like the first advance to Sarawah, was, 
for awhile, productive of no memorable occUITence. 
There · was much variety in the country through 
which the army passed, and the scenery, afte>r 
ascending to Lang-\Vah, is described by Colonel 
Snodgrnss ns extremely beautiful. But except in 
abandoned stockades and villages consumed to 
ashes, no trace of the enemy was discovered ; who 
retired with great precipitation, carryinrr, as for as 
possible, the whole population along with them. It 
is true that an attempt was made to delay the 
progz:ess of the troops by two separate proposuls of 
treatmg, and that a request was urged that the 
town of Prome would not be occupied, " there beino· 
space enough in the plain for the British and 
Burmese armies to meet," if the strangers were 
determined to try the chances of another battle. 
But to dcmunds so ridiculous tho General pai,l, ns 
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might be expected, no heed, while his columns, both 
by lnnd and water, continued to press steadily for
ward. On the 25th, the high grounds around Prome 
were for the first time distinctly seen, intrenched 
up to their very crests ; and it was, of course, 
anticipated that a resolute stand would be made, 
where so much labour appeared to have been 
bestowed on the formation of 11 position ; but the 
case proved otherwise. Not 11 gun was discharged, 
nor 11 blow s_truck, for the enemy, after setting fire 
to the town m several places, abandoned it and fled. 
That day Sir Archibald Campbell took military 
possession, and hn:ving extinguished the flames by 
dint of great exert10n, the troops proceeded to make 
arrangements for passing there the rniny season, 
which was now at lmnd. 

We gladly take advantage of this season of 
repose, to vary our detail of battles and marches, 
by giving a brief description of the manners and 
customs of the people with whom a British army 
hnd come thus unexpectedly into contact. The 
government is reprcRcntecl by those who have had 
the best opportunities of studying it, as an absolute 
monarchy ; tempered indeed by the existence of a 
standing council, which, though not authorised to 
dispute, far less throw out the decisions of the 
monnrch, may demand time for deliberation as to 
their wisdom, and suggest either changes or improve
ment. Of the members, which compose this council, 
sixteen in all, the rank and influence vary, four 
taking preced~nc~ next to the younger of the blood 
royal, and enJoymg the privilege of voting on nil 
such cp1estions as ruay be submitted t~. them, The 
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next four mny give an opinion, but they hnvc no 
vote ; and the remaining eight arc permitted onl_y 
to register nnd publish such decisions as then· 
superiors may have mnde. Str~nge to say, h~w
evcr, there is, in addition to this scnnte, n privy 
council, of which the numbers nre indefinite, and 
which seems to exercise more renl influence over.the 
administrntion of public affairs, thnn the body to 
which, in point of rnnk, they cannot be compnred. 

For the m11nngement of provinces, towns, nnd 
villan-es, we find the usunl mnchinery provided, thnt 
is tt say, governors ,~ith unlimited power, chief 
mao-istrates, whose duties resemble in m11ny respects 
nn English mayor, nnd 11 Hindoo potnil. 

The religion of the couatry again is tho.t of the 
Buddhists, which the people profess to have received 
from the Cingalesc, and its rites arc superintended 
by a class of priests who shave their crowns, wear 
rosaries, live in monasteries, and take the oath of 
celibacy. Thnt vow, however, as well ns the priestly 
office, they mny nlikc renounce nt plcnsurc, with the 
distinct understnnding thnt the nbj_~1rotion is eternal, 
no renegnde, if we ma.y venture to use the expres
sion, being on any nccount permitted to return into 
the order of priests . 

. In their domc~tic h~bits the Burmese differ very 
widely from the mhalntants of lndin, nnd display in 
numerous respects n grent superiority over them. 
They recognise no such institution as that of castes • 
they od';llit their women, both man-iecl and single, t~ 
oil the mtercourse and vnricties of socinl life ; and 
though their religion forbids the destruction of life 
they cot freely of nnima.l food_ '!'heir principni 
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amusements are dancing and stage-plays, wrestling, 
and boxing, with chess, and a species of drafts, in 
which they make use of o. coloured cloth instead of 
n board. The men are a fine, athletic race, not toll, 
but remarkably robust, and in youth, and even to 
middle age, generally handsome ; the women are 
short, with a complexion fairer than that of the Ben
gnlesc,- 11 thoroughly Tartar cast of features, black 
eyes, nod thick and luxuriant tresses. Many of 
them deserve to be styled good loqking, in spite of 
a constant use of the betel leaf and cheroot ; and 
even the strange custom of turning the inside of the 
elbow out, as if the joint were dislocated, does not 
always take away from the symmetry of their figures. 

Botli men and women of all ranks and stations 
are exceedingly musical, after a fashion which to 
European ears is not very intelligible. Occasionally, 
indeed, a genuine musician is to be found among 
them, as the follO\ving anecdote shows :-" I chanced 
one day," says the \\Titer whom we have so often 
quoted, " to meet with n young Burman who hnd 
been stone blind from his birth, but who, gifted with 
great talent for music, used to console himself for 
his misfortunes by playing on this species of guitar,* 
and accompanying his voice. When I expressed a 
wish to hear him perform, he immediately struck 
out a most brilliant prelude, and then commenced a 
song in a bold tone, the subject of which was a pro
phecy which had been current at Rangoon before we 

* "This is nn instrument mn<le in the fantastical shape of nn 
alligator; the body of it is hollow, with openings at the bnck, 
::md three strings only aro u9cll_, which arc eupportccl by a bri,lgc-, 
us inn violin."-!I'wo Years in .A.i·a, page 216. 
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arrived. It predicted the nppenrnnce of numerous 
stro.ngcrs nt thnt pince, nncl thnt two-mnsted ships 
would snil up the Irnwaddy, when nil trouble and 
sorrow would cease. Animnted by his subject, his 
voice gradually became bolder nnd more spirited, as 
well ns his performance, and without nny hesitntion 
he s1mg with much facility two or three stn.nzns 
composed extempore. Changing suddenly from the 
enthusinstic tone, he commenced n soft, pln.intivc 
love-song, nnd then, after striking the chords in a 
wild but mnsterly manner, retired. I confess I felt 
deeply interested in this poor fellow's performance, 
he seei:ned so deeply to feel every note he uttered ; 
particulo.rly at one time, when he touched upon hi:s 
own misfortune, that it appeared Providence, in 
ordnining he should never sec, hnd endowed him with 
this soul-speaking talent in some mensurc to indem
nify him." We have only to add to this, thn.t tl1e 
crews of tho wo.r-boo.ts alwnyli snng while rowing ; 
and that their airs and choruses were strikingly 
plaintive and inspiring. 

Marriage among the Burmese is not accompnniecl 
by any religious ceremony, and may be dissolved at 
the option of either party. Unless, however, the 
husband have just cause to repudiate his wife, he 
must, when putting her n.wny, settle upon her hnlf 
of his revenues ; nnd the wife, if injured, rnny lo.y 
claim to o. mn.intennnce, o.t tho sn.mo time thn.t she 
demands a. divorce. But among the wrongs done, 
infidelity to tho marriage bed is not nlwnys reckoned. 
A mnn's wife, indeed, or his daughters, may Le 
seized for debt, and become the o.bsolutc property of 
the creditor, from whom they can be redeemed only 
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by payment of the sum clue, either by themselves, 
or their husbnnds, or their rclntives. It is worthy 
of rcmnrk, however, thnt mnrringcs nrc not entered 
into in Ava, in obedience to nrrnngemcnts previously 
nmclc by the pnrcnts. The young of both sexes 
being nllowecl freely to intermix, they gcnemlly. 
settle for themselves o. mutter in which, in other 
oriental countries, those most deeply intcrcstccl nre 
allowed to ho.vc no voice. 

The funerals in Avo. are attcnclccl with o. good clcal 
of ceremony, though monuments to keep alive tho 
memory of the deccasecl arc, excepting o.mong the 
nobles, unknown. " The corpse is dcpositecl in ri. 

curious coffin, three feet cleep, covered with a profu
sion of cut po.per, tinsel, nnd other ornuments, and 
borne on men's shoulders. This is prccccled by 
several priests, dressed in their yellow robes, with 11. 

blnck-beuded roso.ry in one ho.ncl, nncl o. fan in the 
other, who now and then cho.nt a. prayer in concert 
with some of the attendants. The chief mourners 
sob, cry, und howl in o. manner that would reflect 
credit on the most perfect nclepts in the mourning 
a.rt in the Emernld-Isle, and o. lnrge concourse of the 
friends of the deccnsed fonn o. long string in the rcnr. 
On arriving o.t the pince of interment, the body is 
either buried, when the gaudy coffin is plnce1I out
side the tomb, most probnbly with the view of pre
venting the o.tto.ck of dogs, who often scratch up the 
corpses ; or else is burned, with its attendant pnrn
phcrnalio., and the ashes clcpositecl in a grave." 

Notwithstanding the mortality which prcvnilccl 
among tho English troops on first lnucling, n misfor
tune which appears to bo mo.inly ntt-ributnblc to 

M2 
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unwholesome food nnd hard duty, the climate of Am 
is described 11s salubrious, nnd its soil as fertile in 
the extreme. During the rainy season the Irawaddy 
overflows all the level country far and near, destroys 
the roads, and isolates the dwellings, but leaves, ns 
the Nile docs in Egypt, o. blessing behind it. All 
sorts of grain thrive, and for the cultivation of rice, 
no more is needed than the scattering of the seed 
upon the earth, o.nd the passo.ge of a. rude harrow 
over the glcbe, for the purpose of covering it. Ele
phants, buffaloes, deer, cattle, every species of animal, 
indeed, tame and wild, are to be found here, with 
the single exception of sheep, of which there is but 
one flock in the empire, belonging to the King, and 
kept solely for his use. No po.rticular reverence 
seems, however, to be pnid to any of these except to 
the elephant when he chances to be white, aml he is 
d1en treated with all the deference with which the 
Egyptians regarded the god Apis. Yet it is not in 
this particular that the customs of the Burmese 
as,;imilnte the most with those of ancient Egypt. 
'l'he ornaments of the religious houses correspond 
with those which travellers have found at Memphis; 
for they are invariably sphinxes, griffins, crocodiles, 
and other devices, such as are not to be met with in 
any other part of India. How can this fact be 
accounted for, unless we nre to imagine that there 
did exist between the Burmese and the inhabitants 
of the banks of the Nile, some intimate connexion in 
ages long anterior to the arrival of Europeans among 
them? 

'l'here are two distinct languages in Ava as 
there nre in Hindostnn ; namely, the vcrno.cttlar, 
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wl1ich is diversified in its idioms only, and the 
sacred or original, called the Pali, which is under
stood by the priests alone. The people are, how
ever, invariably taught to read and write, for the 
very girls attend school equally with the boys ; 
and the priests are everywhere the teachers. 'fhe 
consequence is, that in nil the large towns there 
are public libraries ; attached in every instance to 
one or other of the religious houses, but ncccssi ble 
to nil who choose to consult them. The books arc 
composed generally of slips from the Palmyra lenf, 
about three inches wide, ancl a foot long, which, 
being pasted together, are tied between two japan
ned boards-a rude, but not inefficient binding. 
For ordinary purposes, however, the Burmese use a 
sort of coarse paper, blacked over, on which they 
draw characters with a white chalk pencil; whereas, 
for inscribing the Palmyra leaf, 11 sort of stylus is 
employed, the letters being written from .left to 
right with great distinctness nnd attention. Like 
other barbarous races, they arc all the slaves of 
omens, reposing implicit confidence in the agency 
of the stars, and believe that no misfortune can 
overtake either an individual or a nation, without 
some manifest sign having been afforded. 

The distinctions of rank among this remarkable 
people are very rigidly observed, and are pointed 
out by the superior richness of the clothing, the 
equipments, the o.~ms, and the house-furniture of 
individuals. Gold 1s used only by the chief nobility 
in their sword-belts and scabbards, silver by those 
next in dignity ; and the umbrellas ore either gilt 
or plated, according ns the sword is mounted in one 



166 DnITISII !~DIA, [1825 

r other of these metals. By the number and quaUty 
0 

f the umbrellas too, the dignity of the chiefs mny 
~e detected ; for except when attending on the 
court, the most elevated nre protected by gilded 
chnttas ; which, in the royal presence, they ex
chan"e for screens of scarlet cloth. But the most 
accu:'o.te test of o. man's position in society is to be 
sought for in the quo.ntity of gold chains which adorn 
his person. The king wears twenty-four, princes 
of the blood royal eighteen, the Woonghees and 
chief officers twelve, and so on, to nine, six, nnd 
three. Whenever gold ceases to ornament the per
son, the rank of a noble is wanting. 

There is no such thing as hereditary rnnk among 
the Burmese. It is wholly official, and those who 
enjoy it do not appear to be less venal thnn the 
native magistrntes and judges of the Indian conti
nent. Their punishments, moreover, are most bar
barous, comprising torture of every description ; and 
the trial by ordeal is among them a thing of daily 
occurrence. Yet are they a mild, and even .a gene
rous race, quick to take offence, at the so.me time 
easily appeased ; and of their honour, some idea 
may be formed after the following anecdote shall 
have bec!1 penised. It ~vas considered n point of 
the first importance by Sir Archibald Campbell, and 
tl~e heads of departments, to open a communication 
w~th Geuc:nl Morrison and the army of Arrncan, 
':'th th~ view of ascertaining how for any co-opera
t10n might be relied upon, in the event of an 
ad_va.neo towards tho capital. After various disap
p~mtments, a. young Burmese was hired to make 
Ins way acrpss the country, nncl to carry a letter to 
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Arracan. He received a certain sum of money as 
an earnest of the reward which awaited him when
ever he should bring back an answer, and he used 
his best exertions to satisfy his employers, as well 
as to enrich himself. But he soon found that the 
impediments on his way wero so numerous, that to 
pass beyond Prome was impracticable. He there
fore returned to the British head-quarters, then 
established in Rangoon, threw clown the money, 
and said that he could not accomplish the service 
for which he had. been hired. ,ve neecl scarcely 
add that his well-earned pittance was not to.ken 
from him ; however much we may be inclined to 
doubt, whether the native of a more civilised part 
of the world would have placed it at the disposal of 
any other party than himself. 

,vith these peculiarities in the manners of the 
Burmese, the British officers-found ample means of 
making themselves acquainted during the three or 
four months which they spent at Promc in a state 
of absolute freedom from the' anxieties and fatigue 
of war. Though at first the people fled, they soon 
returned to their dwellings, and finding themselves 
treated with the utmost kindness, their feelings un
derwent a marked change. They became friendly, 
confiding, and joyous. They supplied the mar
kets regularly, furnished boats, cattle, and other 
means of transport and subsistence, and vied with 
one another in their endeavours to make manifest 
the respect in which they held their new ancl bene
fic~nt masters. There was no longer the sligh_test 
danger to be apprehended in makincr excursions 
from village to village ; for the peasanti·y, wherever 
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au En"lish officer appeared, bade him welcome ; 
and both officers and men, by dealing justly with 
the people in return, hindered uny inte1Tuption to 
this good understanding from taking place. Thus, 
by mutual acts of kindness wus the intercourse be
tween these strungers rendered 11gree11ble to both 
purties, and a considero.ble portion of the monsoon 
passed over amid scenes of rude feRtivity, which will 
proba.bly never fa.de from the memories of those who 
were so fortunate as to ,vitness them. 

Before concluding this cha.pter, it may be well 
to state, that while the ruuin army was thus em
ployed, the subordinate operations of the campuign 
went on with great vigour, and for a while at least, 
with marked good fortune. Instead of withdruwing 
the troops from Rangoon, 11n idea which, during the 
height of the sickly season, was seriously entertained, 
the Bengal government directed three different corps 
to opera.to a diversion by moving into Assa.m, Cl\chur, 
l\nd Arracun. On the 1st of J<'ebrua.ry, Rungpoore, 
the ca.pita.I of Assa.m, submitted by ea.pitulntion to 
Colonel Richurds ; and the whole province becnme 
reduced under the authority of the English. In like 
mo.nner, Genero.l Shuldhnm, though retarded in his 
progress by the jungly nuture of the country, pushecl 
forward some way through Cuchur, in the direction 
of Munnipoore ; while General Morrison, after n 
series of brilliant affairs, which occupied the 26th, 
27th, 28th, and 29th of March, succeeded in clear
ing Arrncun entirely of the Burmese. He then de
tuehed o. force under Brigadier-Genero.l J\1•Be11n, 
which occupied, without resistance, the islands of 
Rameree and, Sandowey. Had he found it practi-
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cable to cross the hills, so as to winter nny where 
rnther thnn amid the swnmpy forests of Arracan, 
the results of his campaign would have been as 
satisfactory as they were honourable. Unfortunately, 
however, this was not the case ; and hence nn 
army, which had carried all before it in the field, 
beCllme so thoroughly disorganised by disease, that, 
in order to preserve the lives of the survivors, it wns 
of necessity br~ken up. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Dcp/;tformed at Prornc--Tlw Burmese cu,semble a large 
army-Amuse the English with proposals of peace, 
to!tich are abruptly withdrawn-Prome invested by 
70,000 mcn-Tlie enemy defeated--ltfarcl, to Mellon 
-Renewed negotda,t,ions-Again broken off-Battle of 
Mellon-Advance to Peragaliim Mew-" The King 
of Hell"-Battle of Peragaltim-Con!fternation of 
the Court of Ava--The army within three marches of 
the capital-Pe,1ce-The co1entry evacuated-Affairs 
of Bhurtporc--The city besieged and taken-Conclud
ing remarks. 

IT is not to be imagined tha,t the rainy senson was 
spent by Sir Archibald Campbell nnd his followers 
exclusively in the indulgence of their own humours, 
nnd in cultivuting the good opinion of their new 
acquaintances. Day and night, on the contra.ry, 
whenever the sto.te of the weather would permit, 
boo.ts were plyin~ on the river,_the seamen belonging 
to the fleet, with many native volunteers, being 
occupied in carrying from Rangoon to Prome o.11 
thi_ngs requisite for. the opening of the next co.m
plllgn. An occas10nal reconnaissance, too, wns 
executed for the purpose of ascertnininO" the condi
tion of the country, a,s well a,s to assur; the inhabi
tants that the strangers were willing to protect them; 
and more tho.n once a plundering bo.nd_ of Burmese 
being over~o.ken, wo.s dispersed to the great joy of 
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the peaceful villagers. On a great scale, however, 
no offe~s~ve operations were undertaken ; though 
the 11ct!v1ty of both parties was abundantly clis
played m the preparations which they respectively 
ruadc to equip their forces for a renewal of the 
struggle. 

On the side of the English little more could be 
<lone than to establish a depot at Promc, ancl to 
bring up nll tho men and cattle which could be 
spared from Rangoon to the .other posts along the 
river. The government of Ava, on the other hnnd, 
spared no exertions to enroll and orgnnisc n fresh 
army, which, by cnlling in the contingents of Shnnn 
troops on the borders of China, wns swelled ere long 
to the amount of nearly 70,000 men. These, amply 
supplied both with muskets nnd wnll-pieces, took up 
a position at Maday, which, with their usuo.l skill 
and diligence, they proceeded to fortify, till they had 
constructed such o. lino of stockades, breast-works, 
o,nd bntteries, o.s, in their own extrnvngant opinions, 
could not be penetrnted by any troops in tho world. 
Nevertheless it was not alone by enrolling soldiers 
and constructing entrenched camps that his golden
footed ronjesty strove to nrrest the progress of the 
invaders. A negotiation wns opened with the Eng
lish General, and an armistice requested and ob
tained, with n view, as was given out, of settling, by 
an amico.ble an-nngement, n quarrel which had 
brought so much evil on the two greatest nntions in 
the world. It is not necessary to give any minute 
account either of this treaty or of the interview 
between the principal officers of the hostile nrmics to 
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which it led. Enough is done when w_e st~te ~ho.t 
Sir Archibo.ld Cnmpbell, nttended by his Br1go.d1ers 
.11,nd personnl Staff, met o.t the village of N eoung
burzeik, about twenty-five miles above Prome, 11 
deputation from the Lootoo, or high council ofAvo.; 
and that severnl days were spent in conviviality and 
good humour, to which neither the endeavours of the 
Burmese to deceive, nor their frequent exposure, 
were permitted to give nny intcrruptipn. As often, 
however, us the main object of their meeting came 
to be discussed, Sir Archibald saw that there was 
little disposition on the p11rt of the enemy to consider 
themselves ns o. humbled n11tion. They steadily 
refused to purchase his departure from the country 
by nny sacrifice either of territory or money, and, 
while liberal in their declarations that peace was 
ardently desired, endeavoured to convey an impres
sion that their strength was yet unbroken. 

The Hnglish officers, after a sojourn of three days, 
returned to Prome, upon which marauding parties 
began immedintely to close with increased activity. 
Against tl1is proceeding, us being contrary to the 
armistice which existed, repeated protestations were 
mo.de. But no notice was for a while taken of them . 
and when 11 reply di~ nt length arrive, it proved t~ 
be the reverse of a?Hcuble. " If you desire peace," 
such was the Jacome communico.tion with which the 
General ,~us fayourcd, " you mo.y go nwo.y ; but if 
yo~ ask e1tber money or territory, no friendship can 
exist between us. This is Burman custom." There 
was no mistnking the temper nnd inclino.tions of the 
men from whom such a message cnme, and Sir 
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.Archibald accordingly prepared to recommence hos
tilities ns soon as the state of the roads and the 
weather would permit. 

Reinforced by the return of Major Sale's brigade, 
which had provc<l completely successful in its attack 
on Basscin ; and strengthened by the return of 
many recovered sick, the British army was now in a 
condition to offer battle with 5000 infantry, of which 
3000 were Europeans, one troop of cavalry, ancl n 
considerable detail both of foot ancl horse-artillery. 
The Burmese, again, mustered in all, as w.e have 
already said, nearly 70,000 men, which were clivi<lcd 
into three corps d'armee, under the chiefs Sudcla 
\Voon, the Kee Woonghee, and their oldest and most 
experienced general, Mahn Nemcow. Of the men, 
about 15,000 were Shnans, whose confidence had 
not yet been wcnkened by any trial of European 
yalour, and who were encoumgccl to dare every 
hazard by the presence of three of their country
women, the professors of nn art which enabled them 
to render English bullets harmless, by sprinkling 
them as they passed through the air with water. 
They were, therefore, engcr to commence the fray ; 
and expressed their satisfaction in no measured terms 
when, in the beginning of November, there arrived 
orders from the King, thnt his invincible anny 
should proceed to nnnihilate the strangers. Nor 
wns any delay exercised in cnrrying these orders, as 
for 11,s it was possible to carry them, into execution. 
The Burmese, Ienving 11, garrison to protect the lines 
at Mndny, advanced in three columns ; one of which 
moved nlong the western bank of the Irawaddy, 
while tho other two, though separated by a forest of 
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ten miles in width, closed in both on· the front and 
right of the British canton~ents. ~bus w_ere the 
invaders threatened on all sides, while the1r more 
remote stations were kept on the alert by the march 
of o. corps in the neighbourhood of old Pegu, where 
a desultory warfare was still carried on, oJmost to 
the outskirts of Rangoon itself. 

On the 10th of November it was ascertuined thut 
the enemy were within sixteen miles of Prome, und 
that they were marching in o. north-eust direction, 
as if for the purpose of twning the cantonments by 
the rin-ht. As the accomplishment of this object,· 
by int~rrupting the communicutions with the reo.r, 
mio-ht ho.ve proved very inconvenient, Colonel 
M•Dowal, with two brigades of native infantry, was 
directed to prevent it, and he moved through an 
incloscd country, with the design of foiling on them, 
while their attention should be occupied by a demon
strution elsewhere. It so chanced, however, thut 
l\fah11 Nemeow also commanded here, and had taken 
the very route which Colonel M•Downl followed, 
and the heads of the columns unexpectedly meeting, 
o. fierce skirmish begun. For a while the sepoys 
e11rried all before them. They drove the enemy 
from the wood, and one brigade even penetrated to 
the foot of a stockade, where unfortunately Colonel 
M •Dowal was slain, and his followers · began, as is 
too much the custom among the sepoys, to falter. 
A retreat was in consequence determined on, and 
conducted with great regularity. But the effect of 
the whole operation was to give fresh courage to the 
Burmese, who immedi11tely cl111nged their plo.n of 
c11mp11ign, 11.nd instead. of acting upon the com-
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munico.tions of the English army, mo.de o. movement 
to o.ttack Prome itself. Mo.ha Nemeow, who 
directed the centre division, pursued a similar course. 
No opposition wo.s made to their manreuvres, which, 
as well as the advance of Suddo. W 0011 on the 

· opposite side of the river, General Campbell viewed 
with perfect unconcern. But when the enemy ho.d 
come, as wo.s believed, sufficiently within reach, 
prepo.ro.tions were mo.de to bid him welcome ; nml 
by o.ttacking his armies in detail, to destroy them 
one o.fter another. 

Several po.rtio.l engagements ho.d to.ken plo.ce, 
and the enemy had drawn their circle completely 
round the town, when Sir Archibo.id, ho.ving effected 
his fino.l arrangements, on the 30th, led out, o.t 
dawn, on the 1st of December, his troops to the 
o.tto.ck. His plan was an exceedingly judicious one, 
and proved eminently hnppy in the accomplishment. 
The ships' boats, moving up the river, opened so 
heavy a fire that the enemy's attention was drawn 
wholly to their centre and right columns, while Sii
Archibald, making o. detour to his right, co.me down 
suddenly, with all his disposable strength, Oil the 
left. Maho. Nemeow, as well as his brother officers, 
displayed greo.t couro.ge and conduct, and the 
Shaans, animo.ted by the presence of their charmed 
countrywomen, fought well ; but the stockades were 
one after o.nother stormed and taken amid prodigious 
slaughter. The old General himself fell from a 
random fire : one of the Amazons was shot ill the 
breast, and died in o. cottage whither she was con
veyed ; and the principo.l lenders, most of them 
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grown grey in war, died with their swords in their 
hands. A complete rout followed, and the victors 
bivouacked that night amid the ruins of intrench
ments which the left wing of the Burmese army had 
occupied when the day begnn. 

The nio-ht of the 1st was spent by Sir Archibald 
and the 

0

offi.cers of his staff in preparing for a 
renewal of the combat ; to support which, the gar
rison of Prome, together with the armed boats, 
were directed to move forward at a given signal. 
By dawn, therefore, on the 2nd, the troops were 
aunin in motion, nnd after a laborious march of two 
h~urs through the jungle which had effectually cut 
1-he Burmese army in the midtl.le, they debouched 
into the plain, at the extremity of which the Kee 
Woonghee was drawn up. He occupied a posit.ion 
of commanding strength, which he had fortified 
with great skill, and presented for a time o. very 
determined countenance to the assailants ; but 
against the disciplined valour of such a force as 
procecdetl. to attack him neither hia numbers nor 
his works proved of any avail. Ably supported bv 
the fire of the gun-boats, the soldiers rushed forward 
with fixed bayonets, receive~, without returning, 11 
volley, and scaled and earned the stockades in 11 
moment. A prodigious carnao-e ensued as the 
fugitives, crowdin&' one up_on an~ther, str;rn vainly 
to escape from their own rnclosures ; while the loss 
by desertion, which immediately beo-nn to take 
place, proved enormous. Thus in the ~oursc of two 
dti.p, _was the main body of the Burmese army, 
wluch 1t hnd taken four months to assemble, entirely 
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destroyed ; while of artillery, between forty and 
fifty pieces, with ammunition and stores to a large 
amount, remained in possession of the conquerors. 

The corps of Sudda \Voon was still, however, 
unbroken, and to leave it so would have accorded ill 
with the projects of the English general. Detach
ments from the several regiments were accordingly 
embarked in the flotilla, and a brigade of rockets 
with n few mortars accompanying them, the whole 
crossed the Irrawaddy on the morning of the 5th. 
To land, to attack the stockade upon the river in 
flank and in rear, and to drive the enemy from their 
works, was the work almost of a moment. MorQit 
than half-defeated by what they had seen on the 
other side, the Burmese made, indeed, n very feeble 
resistance, evncuating their lines almost before they 
were penetrated, and fleeing to o. second position at 
the skirts of the forest. Even there, however, they 
were allowed no time to breathe. One vigorous 
rush broke through intrenchments which a crowded 
nnd disorganised garrison knew not how to defend ; 
and as the retreat lay through jungles of the most 
dense description, the utmost disorder attended it. 
Hundreds died upon the bayonets of the pursuers, 
and thousands dispersing sought their own homes, 
from which no commands of the King or his chiefs 
could afterwards entice them. 

Having thus cleared. his front of the hostile 
swarms that threntcned it, Sir Archibald Campbell 
begnn seriously to mature his plans for an advance 
upon Ummerapoora. His first measure was to 
settle the provinces of which he had become ronilter, 
Ly placing them under the general superintendence 
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of British officers, whose residences where fixed o.t 
Rangoon, Pegu, Bassein, Prome, and S~ro.wo.h. 
Care was, however, to.ken to interfere o.s little ns 
possible with the machinery of the native govern
ment, nor were any hopes held out that the Peguese 
would be restored, even at the close of the war, to 
11 state of independence. Against such o. step, 
indeed, the General had been particulo.rly wo.rned, 
us tending to cumber tho Company with an ndditional 
extent of territory ; for it wo.s clear tho.t the power 
that bestowed independence on o. no.tion which ho.cl 
once been thoroughly conquered, must, if it desired 
the work of its own hands to continue, persist in 
upholding it by force of arms. But in giving some
thing like vigour to the system which already 
prerniled, and assuring the magistrates of support 
ilnd the people of protection, he acted only as a 
regard to his own interests seemed to dictate ; 
while, at the so.me time, he rendered the provinces 
~t to_ receive, o.nd perho.ps to vo.lue, any boon which 
it might be judged expedient hereuftcr to bestow 
upon them. 

This clone, und n train of bullocks and cars 
h~ving been orgunised, Sir Archibald Campbell 
?'str!buted his o.rmy into divisions, and assum
mg m person the command of one while General 
Cotton directed the movements of' the other, he 
struck his tents on the 9th of December, and 
moved forward. At every step the soldiers dis
covered truces of the ho.voe which war and disease 
had made in the enemy's ranks. Amoncr the ruins 
of villages, which tho Burmese had ~hemselves 
destroyed, tho dead o.nd tho dying were found hud-

' 
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died together, while, in stockades abandoned and 
the relics of hasty bivouacs, the best proofs were 
afforded that the morale of the fugitives was broken. 
Even l\foenday, on which so much labour wns under
stood to have been expended, offered no resistance. 
Multitudes of putrefying corpses, intermixed as 
usual with sick, alone occupied its area. ; for of the 
mighty a.rmy, which wa.s said to be organised for 
its defence, not a vestige remained. 

The troops sustained some inconvenience from 
the occurrence of an unlooked-for storm, soon after 
they quitted Prome. Except in this instance, how
ever, neither the land nor water columns (for the 
flotilla kept pace with the soldiers) met with any
thing calculated to incommode them, till, on the 
29th, a halt was ordered, in order that the pro
posals of certain emissaries, which met them, from 
the Burmese chiefs, might be taken into consider
ation. It soon appeared, ho,vever, that these men 
had no other object in view than to occasion delay. 
On the 29th, therefore, the march was resumed, 
and the same evening ground was taken up in 
front of a fortified position, which the Burmese hnd 
laboriously constructed for the protection of the 
town of l\folloon. In a moment the river was 
covered with boats of all shapes and sizes, which 
endeavoured to escape from the dangers of capture 
by paddling against the stream, but which a few 
discharges from the British artillery brought-to, 
and compelled to return. Never had the Diana 
steamer proved more strikino-Jy useful than now. 
She breasted the ~urrent nobl;, passed tho e!"-?my_'s 
flotilla a.ml batterws, and taking up a position rn 

N2 
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rear of their lines, effectually cut off all chance of 
flj<Tht from those who looked to the river as afford-
ing a highway of escape. . . 

Previous to the advance from Promc, Sir Archi
bald Campbell had despatched to Ava a Brahmin, 
called Raj Gooroo, who had visited Calcutta some 
time previously, and now affected, if not to espouse 
the co.use of the invaders, at o.11 events to deprecate 
the continuance of wo.r. Ile wo.s the bcnrcr of n 
letter to the King, and, as was afterwards proved, 
delivered it--indced it was that epistle which pro
duced the abortive negotiation on the 28th ; and 
now confirmed by the same authority on which his 
fellow-functionaries had acted, he himself came in 
with o.n assurance that the King desired nothing so 
much as peace. As there appeared to be sincerity 
in this man, General Campbell consented to treat, 
and a barge was moored in the middle of the river, 
on boo.rel of ,vhich the conference might be carried 
on. It was attended with much less of pomp and 
the pnraclc of office thnn tlrnt which ho.cl to.ken pince 
o. few months previously, but it led not to n more 
happy result. The Burmese commissioners, inclcecl, 
after exhausting o.11 the resources of argument and 
finesse, accepted the terms which were proposed to 
them ; and agreed to surrender the provinces dc
ma~ded, n~ well as to pay one crorc of rupees ns 
an mdemmty for t_he expenses incurred during the 
war. They even s1~ned the preliminary treaty, and 
requested and obtamcd o.n armistice in order that 
th~ dee~ might be forwarded to U ~mrnrapoora for 
ratdicat10n. NcvcrtheleHs, though the most unre
served intercourse forthwith begnn, between both 
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the officers and men of the opposing armies, there 
were never wanting circumstances which induced 
the British General to suspect that peace was o.s for 
from being established as ever. Day by day fresh 
columns of smoke, rising in rear of Malloon, gave 
notice of the arrival of strong reinforcements, and 
the constant sound of the axe and the hammer told 
that the labour of fortification was not for an hour 
intermitted. No sm11rise, therefore, was e:\.-periencecl 
when, on the expiration of the armistice, an evasive 
answer was given to 11 demand touching the King's 
determination ; and a wretched excuse of illness 

· was set up by the Burmese commanders to avoid 
meeting, as they were pledged to do, Sir Archibald 
and his staff. On the contrary, the anticipations of 
all ranks were perfectly verified ; and by none was 
the slightest regret experienced, when on the 20th 
of January, the heavy guns were landed, and strong 
working parties ordered out to erect batteries and 
to arm them. 

The defence of Mnlloon, in spite of all the cnre 
which hacl been bestowed on its fortification, was 
less obstinate by for than that either of Dinobcu or 
the lines in front of Prome. The batteries opening 
soon after midnight, caused terrible slaughter within 
the stockades, and reduced the defenders to the 
necessity of crowding for shelter under their rude 
bomb-proofs ; wl1ile a body of troops embarked in 
the flotilla sailecl quietly up the river, and prepared 
to assault the intrenched camp, wherever it might 
appear least defensible. As the water column was 
not numerous, and· chanced to foll unexpectedly 
under the range of a well-served bal;_tcry, some loss 
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was sustained ; nevertheless, a landing was effected, 
and after a sharp affair, the intrenchments w~re sur
mounted by his Majesty's 13th and 38th regiments, 
which immediutely charged with the bayonet and 
carried all before them. No exertions on the part 
of the Burmese officers could rally or restore order 
aniong their men ; they fled in the utmost confusion, 
lcnving behind guns, stores, treasure, wounded, and 
a curious collection of papers, both public and pri
vo.te. Among the former, we need only mention 
the identical treaty which the Commissioners had 
sio-ned on board the barge, and which, as was now 
apparent, never had been, nor ever could have been· 
submitted to his Golden Majesty for approval : 
among the latter was a private communication from 
the wife of one of the chief warriors, in which she 
requested him to send her without delay ~ few elf 
the white English as shwes-so profound was still 
the ignorance which prevailed in Ummerapoora as 
to the turn which events had taken. Among the 
booty were eight gilded war-boats, 300 of a meaner 
description, 30,000 rupees in hard cash, with gold 
chains, gilt umbrellas, and swords innumerable. It 
is s;arcely necess~ry to add, that the money and 
chums proved particularly acceptable to the soldiers• 
as _to the ammunition, that, with the wood-work 
whwh composed the stockades, was committed to 
the flames. 

A ~alt of a few days sufficed to restore to the 
army its consistency, and on the 25th the march 
was _rcsum~d, whi<;h carried them through an ex
ccedrngly mtcrestmg country, abounclinn- among 
oth · · · · I 0

• er cunos1~1cs, wit 1 "oil wells,''-iu other words, 
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with numerous reservoirs of petroleum. As had been 
the case in approaching Malloon, however, every 
village nnd cabin was in ruins ; while here and 
there, along the roadside, the bodies of men and 
women were attached to gibbets-terrible proofs of 
the ferocity of those who seemed determined on 
wo.n-ing war even to extermination. Occasionally, 
too~ the advanced guo.rd fell in with the enemy's 
1·cnr, when n skirmish more lively than dcstructi,·c 
ensued ; and on the 30th, the wreck of the body
guo.rd, now reduced to thirty troopers, was so fortu
nate as to surprise 500 men in bivouac, and, by n 
brilliant charge, to overthrow them. But the most 
memorable occurrence that befcl was the appearance, 
on the 31st, of a boat direct from Ava, in whic4 
were embarked Dr. Sandford, of the Royals, three 
European soldiers, who had been taken early in the 
war, the master of a little gun°boat, nnd Dr. Price, 
an American missionary. These were accompanied 
by one or two Burmans of rank, who came with full 
powers to negotiate nnd conclude n pence, and who, 
on Sir Archibold Cnmpbell 's positive refusal to a.bate 
one jot of his former demands, assured him, without 
hesitation, that they would be granted. Not all 
their entreaties could, however, prevail upon him to 
suspend his march. He agreed, indeed, not to pass 
Pogahun Mew within the space of twelve days (nnd 
he could not, by any exertion, reach it under ten) ; 
but further than this he would not go, nnd . the 
emissaries depo.rtecl, to all appearance satisfied. The 
lapso of a few_ clays, however, sufficed to prove that 
his Golden MnJesty hncl not yet learned wisdom, and 
that one more defeat was requisite in order to con-
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vince both him nnd his courtiers thnt they hnd 
engaged in o, contest for which their menus were not 
ndequnte. 

When the messengers quitted Avo. the king's 
desire for pence wns sincere nnd nrdent. They were 
scnrcely gone, however, when o.n individual of low 
birth, whose official mnk wns for from elevated, 
nwo.re of the support which ho would receive from 
the queen nnd tho wnr-foction, undertook, with 
30,000 men, to put nn end to tho w11r, by destroy
ing utterly the "rebellious strangers." The wenk 
prince closed with the offer, conferred upon the 
boaster the strunge title of Nnrwon Bnrem (thnt is, 
" !Ung of Hell"), nnd placing under his orders 
nbout 15,000 men, 1111 thnt could be assembled from 
the wreck of former armies, sent him forth to redeem 
the tarnished honour of his country. The King of 
Hell took post among some rnined pagodas which 
abutted upon Lodngune pngoda, three miles in front 
of Pagnhun, where he drew up in a. crescent 7000 
men, tho clito of his army. The remninder he kept 
within the wnlls of Pagnhun itself, 11s a. reserve, in 
ease of disaster. Now the whole amount of Sir 
Archibald Campbell's force amounted, nt this time, 
to less than 2000 men. He hnd found it necessary 
to send out numerous detachments, few of which h11d 
yet retlll'ncd ; nevertheless, so firm wns 'his confi
dence in the valour of this handful of heroes, that he 
did not hesitate to give battle. It was a. wnrm 
nffnir, nnd on the po.rt of the enemy well contested, 
for they fought (nnd they hacl never done so on any 
other occasion) in tho open field, ho.znrding more 
_than ono chnrge of cnvo.lry, nnd mo.nreuvring with 
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considernble skill to surround the 13th regiment 
while in skirmishing order. But it ended, ns every 
contest with the British hnd yet clone, in the totnl 
defcnt of the enemy. Mnny of the principal officers 
were among the slnin ; noel Pngnhun itself being 
stormed immeclintely nfterwards, the Inst hope of 
the Burmese government, as for ns their hopes 
rested on the npplicntion of military means, censed 
to operate. 

Out of the army which thus cndeo.voured to pro
tect the cnpital, only 1300 men, with their lender, 
the King of Hell, returned to Ava.. The fo.te of 
the Io.tter wns a. very trngicnl one. N otwithstancling 
his clisnster, he hacl the nuclncity to present himself 
before his sovereign, noel to assure him, thnt if his 
Majesty woulcl grnnt him n thousnncl men more, nod 
nllow him ngnin to try his fortune, he woulcl posi
tively defcnt us, The King heurcl him with po.tience, 
and ullowed him to finish his tnle ; but it wns no 
sooner concluded, thnn mo.king n motion with his 
jnvelin to his surrounding nttendunts, they seized the 
w1fortunnte chief nnd dragged him off to punishment. 
He wns instnntly hurried forth, nncl whilst on his 
wny to the pince of execution, suffered every indig
nity which the infurintccl guo.rcls could inflict. Yet 
even nt this n"ful moment a. fine sentiment of loyalty 
burst from him ; for when on the point of losing 
sight of the imperinl pnlnce, he suclclenly tw·ned 
round, nod inclining his head, snid, " Let me mnke 
one parting obeisance to the resiclence of my sove
reign." A few moments more terminated his ex
istence : he wns thrown under the feet of horses 
nll(l clcphnnts, nod trnmpled to <lcnth .• 
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A few days' sojourn at Pagahun Mew having 
enabled the most important of the detached corps to 
rejoin, the army, on the 16th of February, resumed 
its march; and though met on the 18th by Dr. 
Price, with six lacs of rupees and sevcml European 
and sepoy prisoners, made no pa.use to receive or 
reply to his proposals. The money, on the contrary, 
was sent back with o. peremptory announcement, 
that unless tho conditions required at Promo were 
accepted at oncc,--t,venty-fivc lacs paid down, all 
prisoneril released, and their losses made good to 
them,-the capital itself would be occupied ; ancl 
then the peace, if granted at all, would only be 
purchased by cessions both pecuniary and territorial, 
much more humiliilting. Never was the declaration 
of IL victorious invader productive of more immediate 
and peaceable results. At Yandaboo, on the banks 
of the Irrawaddy, and within three stages of Ava, 
Dr. Price ago.in made his appearance, accompanied 
on this occasion by accre<litccl plenipotentiaries from 
his Golden Majesty, as beurcrs of the money de
manded ; whose manner was now as sub<luecl ns it 
-Imel formerly beel} violent, and who expressed theit· 
willingness to rntify any engagements into which 
the English chief might condescend to enter. There 
wa~ no great difficulty in bringing matters to a 
satisfactory conclusion under such circumstances as 
these.. On the 2-!th a trcoty of peace was signed, 
by which all the demands of the English were con
ce~cd, and tho first instalment being paid up, the 
pnsoncrs released, and their losses made good, IL 

general salute waa fired both by cannon and mus
ketry to denote thnt the war w11s at an encl. 
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By this treaty, which included eleven articles, 
besides a twelfth or supplementary clause, explana
tory of one or two which had gone before, the King 
of Ava renounced his right of sovereignty over As
sam, Cachar, and J ylna ; permitted Munnipoore to 
be erected into nn independent kingdom, recognised 
the mountains of Arracan as tl1e boundary between 
his dominions 1111d those of the Company, nnd gave 
up the whole of Tcnnsscrim to his conquerors. He 
pledged himself to pay in four instalments one crore 
of rupees ; engaged not to molest any of his sub
jects on nccount of any part which they might lmve 
taken against him during the war ; ngreed to in
clude the King of Siam in the general pacification, 
and granted to British vessels, trading or otherwise, 
which might visit his ports, the same privileges 
which were enjoyed by his own ships. The Enn-lish, 
in return for all this, undertook to fall baek to 

0

Ran
goon immediately ; to evacuate the country alto
gether as soon ns the second instalment should have 
been paid ; and to send in nil the prisoners taken 
during the war, with as little delay as might be 
compatible with their removal from a distance. vVe 
have only to add, that in every particular was the 
compact thus entered into discharged, with a 
promptitude and good faith which would have done 
no discredit to a more civilised court and nation. 

On the 5th of March, an adequate supply of boats 
having been provided, Sir Archibald Campbell began 
his retrograde movement, which was not marked by 
any incident worthy of repetition. The complete 
success which had attended his operations en.used 
one or two failures on less important points to be 
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forgotten ; ancl the army, on its return to the scene 
of its first difficulties ancl clangers, felt, and felt 
truly, that it hucl clone its duty. But the whole of 
the army did not attuin to that point. A battulion 
of sepoys with a few elephants, being supplied with 
Burmese guides, received orders to penetrnte across 
the country of Arracnn, and it nccomplishccl the ser
vice with comparatively little trouble, and o. totnl 
nbsence of o.11 suffering. Thus wns tho fact nscer
tained that Avo. might be o.pproo.ched from other 
qunrtcrs thnn the sea,coast ; o.nd that Genernl Mor
rison's corps, if judiciously and promptly cnrriecl for
-wurd, would have arrived in time to_ share the glories 
of which its more fortunate comrades obtained o. 
monopoly. 

While the Burmese l"l"ar was thus, brought to a 
triumphant conclusion, the arms of England were 
crown eel l"l"ith equnl glory in tho West, where an 
outrnge offered to o. prince who stood towo.rcls the 
Company in the relntion of dependent o.lly, rendered 
it n"Ccessary thnt they should interfere for his pro· 
tection. The successful resistance which they had 
formerly offered to the British o.nns was not, how
ever, forgotten, either by the people of Bhw-tpore or 
their neighbours, and it was necessary to clenl with 
them with even more of vigour than with other 
natives. 

It will be borne in mind that ~fter the repulse of 
Lord Lo.kc in 1805, the Rnjah of Bhurtpore entered 
into a treaty of nlliance with the Company, which 
being faithfully adhered to on both sides, gro.clually 
ripened into friendship. Nowise elo.ted by the suc
cessful termination of the siege, Buldeo Singh (so , 
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the Rnjnh was colled) carefully refrained from giving 
umbrage to his powerful neighbours ; nod expressed 
on nll occasions an anxious wish that the good un
derstanding which happily existed between the two 
nations might be perpetual. In these feelings he 
was not joined by n. considernblc proportion of his 
subjects, upon whom, us well as upon the inhubit
nnts of other native principalities, the failure of 
Lord Luke Imel produced n. strong impression, o.nd 
who ccnsed not to repent, till the expression becnmc 
in the end n sort of proverb, thnt " Indin. was not 
yet conquered, for Bhurtpore hnd never been taken.'' 
A member of his own family, moreover, his nephew 
Doonjiu Sn!, had shown himself rendy to tnke the 
lend in whnt mny be termed the anti-English fac
tion ; nnd soon begun, by numerous petty inroads 
upon the neighbouring provinces, to sow the seeds 
of future disngreements. Buldeo Singh did his best 
to suppress these outrages, und his good disposition 
beino- well known, no blame wns o.ttributcd to him. 
Yet ~,·ere the British troops more tho.nonce co.lied 
upon to drive awny the mnrnudcrs, nnd even to fol
low them, for the purpose of depriving them of their 
plunder, across the Bhurtporc frontier. 

'l'ime passed, nnd in his extreme old nge the 
Rajah, who had hitherto been childless, was made 
happy by the birth of n son. Aware of the am
bitious temper of his nephew, nnd foreseeing tho.t 
the child would receive o.t his hnnds no fair piny, 
Buldco Singh mnde haste to secure for him the es
pecial protection of the English, by soliciting from 
them, while he was yet nlirn, the khelho.ut or robe 
of ino.ugurntion for his son, nnd proclo.iming him, 
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under their snnction, l1eir to the th1:one. Ile had 
not long done so, when II mortal d1sense over_took 
him, nnd he died, leaving the prince Bulwunt Smgh 
in his sixth year, surrounded by enemies. . 

As the old Rajnh hnd anticipo.te<l, the eere~omes 
of interment were scarcely ended, when DoonJla Sal 
put himself at the hen~ of the troops an~ seized the 
pnlnce. ·with great difficulty the guardians of Bul
wunt Singh so.vcd the life of their charge, nnd, 
flyin"' to Calcutta, solicited the assistnnce of the 
Gov~·nor-General in restoring him to his rights. 
Ilad -there been no political reasons to direct them 
in this case, a sense of honour alone would have led 
the Benn-oJ government to receive the application 
favow·ably ; but when to that powcifol motive was 
ndded the desire of putting nn end to the delusion 

-which prevailed touching the impregnnbility of any 
Indian fortress, it was no more than might have 
been expected that they would embrace the oppor
tunity with thankfulness. Sir Edward Paget, then 
Commander-in-Chief, received instructions to equip 
forthwith such an army ns he might consider ade
quate to the reduction of Bhurtporc ; nnd ns he well 
knmv the importance of tl1e service in which he was 
o.bout to embark, he took cnre that the means of 
accomplishing i! shou~d be ample. Five-and-twenty 
!housand men, mcludmg two regiments of European 
mfontry, and two of European cavalry, with a tro.in 
of two hundred pieces of artillery, were ordered to 
assemble; nncl on the 10th of December, 1825, the 
whole sat down before the pince, not, indeed, under 
General Paget, for o.fter completing nll the arrange
ments he was reco.llcd, but under Lord Combcrmcre, 
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who nrrived just in time to reap the benefit of his 
predecessor's skill nnd judgment. 

We have given, in another place, 11 gcnernl de
scription of Bhurtpo1·e, ns well as of the fortifications 
with which it is defended. 'fhe city itself stands in 
11 plain, and is begirt by an extensive forest, of 
which, till the summer of 1824, the trees extended 
to the crest of the glacis. That forest constituted, 
in former times, a sort of prcscrvo for the Rajah's 
game, but on the first threatening of hostilities, care 
was taken to level 11 considerable portion of it, so as 
to leave an open space of six or seven hundred yards 
on all sides round the ditch. The ditch again, as 
has been already stated, is enormously wide and 
deep ; and there is a jhul or lake hard by, on pierc
ing a narrow embankment on the side of which, the 
whole may be filled with water to the depth of many 
feet. A wall surrounds tho town, flanked nt proper 
intervals by towers and bastions, but the curtains 
arc low, while the bastions, by reason of their cir
cular form, stand more exposed to the fire of a 
bcsieo-ing artillery than they would be, were their 
const~uctiou such as the rules of modern science 
require. Finally, there is a citadel, kept apart from 
the town by a ditch and ramparts, distinct from 
those which form the enceinte of the whole, of which 
the position is such as to hold the town completely 
at its mercy. 

Defore this place the advanced guard of the Bri
tish army made its appearance 011 the 10th of 
December, just in time to disperse 11 body of work
men who had begun to cut through the embank
ment, though too late to hinder tho opcuiug of u 
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sluice, nnd the introduction of IL small body of water 
into the ditch. The following d1Ly was spent in 
reconnoitring the defences, under IL dropping and 
irregular fire of c1Lnnon and small-arms from the 
w1Llls ; while the several brigades 1Lnd divisions as 
they came qp were disposed round tho town, till the 
investment was complete. Then began the usunl 
business of n siege, driving in the enemy's outposts, 
and felling trees, constructing foscines nnd gnbions, 
brc1Lking ground and digging trenchcs,-occupa
tions at 1Ll1 times laborious a.nd nttendcd with gre1Lt 
danger, though little interesting in the description 
except to militnry renders. Nor WILS an occaaionnl 
sortie or 1Ln 1Lffoir of cavalry wanting to relieve tho 
monotony of o. close blockade ; while the butteries 
being constructed and in due time arm!?d, were 
1_11adc ready to . open their fire. We :will not po.use 
to describe tho effects of each day's prnctice, which, 
ns 011 o, former occasion, co.usc<l littlo damage to tho 
singularly constructed walls. It is sufficient if we 
state, that after many <lays' cannonading, the bas
tions attacked presented scarcely the scmblo.ncc of 
a breach ; and that it becnme necessary to aid tho 
opero.tions of tho battering guns by running o. couple 
of mines under the counterscarp. Even these foiled, 
for a time, of the desired effect, bcino- exploded too 
soon, and scnrcoly dnmnging the ;urfacc of the 
works, o.nd though they alarmed Doonjia Sal into 
an offer of sw-render, no disposition was evinced to 
take ndrnutnge of it. On tho contrary, the reduc
tion of Bhurtporo by force of arms being nt least as 
much to be desired as the restoration of the young 
sovereign, Lord Combermere determined, let tho 
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expense of time o.nd lo.hour be what they might, 
never to interrupt his opero.tions till the place should 
be carried. 

Acting under orders issued to this effect, both 
men nnd officers exerted all their energies, and the 
siege went on with surprising vigour. Fresh 
bntteries were opened, fresh mines dug nnd chnrged, 
nnd on the 17th of J nnunry the latter were found to 
be in such n. state ns could not foil of opening out, 
when e:..--ploded, n snfe and ensy passage into the 
henrt of the town. Dispositions were in consequence 
mnde to storm, nnd nt two o'clock on the morning of 
the 18th, two columns, bended respectively by the 
14th nnd 59th King's regiments, moved into the 
trenches opposite to the point about to be brcachecl. 
They hnd been warned to rush on as soon us the 
firing of the great mine should give n signal thnt nll 
wns rendy. But hour nfter hour passed by without 
bringing with them the wished-for explosion ; nnd 
when dny dnwned the prospect of on ndvo.ncc 
nppenrcd to be ns remote us ever. From thnt 
moment till about 9 A.:U., the very drums of the 
men's curs tinglccl with the noise of n cnnuounde as 
heavy nnd ns ceaseless as ever was heard. From 
the British lines upwards of one hundred pieces of 
ordnnnce vomited forth fire ; while, on the side of 
the enemy, everything thnt could be brought to bear, 
from the huge 84-poundcr clown to the matchlock, 
replied to the salute. 

Such was the situation of the troops when Lord 
Combermcre, of whose personal exertions every eye
witness has spoken with enthusiasm, n.n-ived in the 
trench. Ile ndvnnccd to the spot where the 14th 

VOL. IV. 0 
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regiment stood, and observing that the mouth of 
the mine was but a few yards removed from the 
grenadier comp::my, he anxiously demanded of the 
engineer whether all were safe ? He was answered 
that the men ran no risk, and departml. But it 
seemed as if there rested in his mind a conviction to 
the contrary, for he returned in about a quarter of 
an hour, and having ago.in repeated his question, 
wns o. second time o.ssurcu that not o, hair of the 
soliliers' heads could be injurcu. Of what followeu 
we give an account in the words of an eye-witness. 

" The general had departed but o. few minutes, 
and we were all in that state of breathless excite
ment which our situation was calculated to produce, 
when a. spcctocle was presented to us, to which I 
hove never beheld, and shall probably never behold 
onything akin. I had fixed my eyes intently on the 
angle of the bastion, beneoth which I wns aware 
that the mine hod been formed, when, suddenly, 
the ponderous wo.ll hca.vcd o.s if shoken by the power 
of nn earthquake. There was no noise, no explo
sion, o.nd, as it happened, the very firing had for 
the instant ceaseu, but the wa.11 rocked like a ship 
lifted upon a. wave, and then sonk down ao-ain. 
This occurred twice, a.nd then, with a sound to 
which the loudest thunder was soft music, sto~es, 
enrth, logs of wood, guns, nud men flew into the 
air. Of more I cannot speak, exce~t that shrieks 
and groans burst upon the enr, as soon as that tre
rnc~~ous crash was over, giving evidence, but too 
dec1s1ve, that the engineer's a,surnnces as to the 
saf~ty of our _position were groundless ; but as to 
scerng the obJccts from whence they came, that wus 
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out of the question. A dense cloud of smoke 11nd 
dust w11s over us ; to breathe, for less to comm11nd 
the sense of sight amid which, w11s no easy matter." 

Through that awful cloud the soldiers pushed 
forward, trampling as they went on the manO"led 
remains of nearly one hundred and fifty of their 
comrades. Both breaches (for two of them were 
effected by similar processes) proved to be excellent, 
and the resistance, though singular for its displays 
of personal gallantry, was neither obstinate nor well
sustaincd. The Bhw·tporeans stood, it is true, here 
and there, till their pikes came into contact with 
the bayonets of the assailants, and their artillery
men, in particular, arc described as fighting to the 
last, and dying beside their guns. But such indi
vidual exertions could offer no effectual bar to the 
orderly and cool charge of the British columns, 
which, taking different directions, swept the ramparts 
till they met, victorious and_ coll;1paratively speaking, 
little injured, on the opposite side of the town. A 
loud nnd joyous cheer proclaimed that the place was 
their own. Tho disgrace of a former repulse, the 
only repulse of consequence with which the British 
arms in India have over been tarnished, was washed 
away ; and the proverb so long in use among the 
disaffected natives rendered for ever devoid of 
meaning. 

In this manner was Bhurtpore besieged and taken, 
for tho citadel held out only till noon next clay. Tho 
Joss had been severe to the enemy,-nearly ten 
thousoncl men having perished ; while among the 
English the list of casualties scarcely exceeded one 
thousand : but had tho proportions been re,·erscd, 

o2 
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thouo-h we might have lo.mented the foll of so mnny 
brav~ men, we should have been still compelled to 
acknowledge that the victory was worth its cost. A 
more important service, indeed, has never been 
uccomplished since India became an appenduge to 
the British crown, for it is now well known that 
ha.d the besieging army sustained a reverse, there 
would ha.ve been 11 general rising all over the 
country. The capture of o. city, however, which 
they ta.ught themselves to regard as impregnable, 
caused an immeclio.te change in the dispositions and 
views even of the most tw·bulent. They felt that 
against the superior discipline and courage of the 
English neither their troops nor their castles would 
avail ; and they made up their minds to bear, with 
resignation, a yoke which they were destitute of 
power to throw aside. 

It is scarcely necesso.ry to wind up this narrative 
by stating that the fall of the capital was followed 
by the immediate submission of all the other towns 
and villages in tho principality. Tho young Ra.jo.h 
Bulwunt Singh wo.s then conducted to the palace, 
and seated by Lord Combermere, in the presence of 
an English regiment, on the throne of his ancestors 
while Doonjia Sal, who had been seized while cndea: 
vouring to escape, was carried as a state-prisoner to 
the fortress of Allnho.bad. There he hus continued 
ever since t? subsist on a pensi?n allowed to him by 
the generosity of the Company s government. 

Having thus brought down the narrative of Ano·lo
Indian history to a period when both a.t home :nd 
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abroad "the sound of war ceased to be heard," we 
might at once lay aside the pen, were we not 
tempted to offer a few general remarks on the nature 
and probable fate of an empire the most extraordi
nary, in whatever light it may be regarded, which 
has yet arisen among men. To compare the sove
reignty of the English in the East to that of Rome 
(and we are not acquainted with any other empire, 
either of ancient or of modern times, with which it 
can, with the shadow of propriety, be contrasted,) is 
to take a very limited view of the peculiarities which 
are to be traced in the condition of the two empires 
throughout all their stages. It is true that the mode 
adopted by the English to extend their dominion 
over the provinces of India resembles, in many 
respects, that pursued by the Romans in Europe. 
By both has the system of subsidiary alliances been 
adopted ; and they have equally contrived, so soon 
as their power became established, to render the 
subjugated nations the instruments of their own con
tinued degrnclation. But there is this wide and 
remarkable difference between them : that whereas 
the Roman conquests were all pushed forward in 
obedience to the commands of the authorities at 
home, those of the English have taken place in 
direct defiance of the wishes of their supreme rulers. 
The Roman conquests too, if we except those which 
occurred in the infancy of the city, originated in 
ambition, and flowed out of a thirst for power ; the 
conquests of the English have invariably been forced 
upon them by the most influential of all motives, the 
instinct of self-preservation. Again, though both 
powers may be said to have used their vassals as 
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self-acting instruments of continued degradation, by 
the En"lish alone has the hazardous experiment been 
tried h~w far the system of arming men that are 
governed only by the sword may be adopted with 
safety in their own country. Be it remembered that 
the Romans, after embodying their legions of allies, 
took care to remove them to o. distance from their 
native land ; and thus held in subjection Britain, for 
example, by means of Spanish cohorts, Spain through 
the terror of British soldiery. But the English put 
weapons into the hands of Hindoos and Mussulmnns, 
that they may keep the yoke of their masters on the 
necks of their brethren ; and up to the present 
moment, at least, no mischief has resulted from the 
experiment either to the 111lers or the governed. 
How far the practice will continue to produce like 
results, time, and time only, can determine.-

Striking as the dissimilarities are in the military 
systems of the two powers, we shall find, when we 
tum our eyes to eontcmpletc their modes of civil 
management, contrurietics still more glaring, and, 
in many respects, perhaps, much more sturtli1w. 
The Romuns, as is well known, interfered very little 
with the internal munagement of the nations that 
submitted to their authority. The Proconsuls and 
the Prefects exercised in their several provinces a 
mere general superintendence ; all details in the 
administration both of judicial and fiscal affairs were 
committed to the hands of native functionaries. The 
Romans, moreover, threw open, under certain restric
tions, th? hon?ur of cit~zenship to all their subjects; 
and recmvetl, m Inter times, both senators und em
perors from ~ountries which thci1· arms hutl retlucetl. 



BRITISII INDIA. 199 

Look now to tlrn mode of proceeding which the 
English adopt in dealing with the natives of India. 
All the institutions of that great country have been 
either overthrown or so completely remodelled us to 
have entirely lost their value in the eyes of the 
people. There is scarcely an office of trust, profit, 
responsibility, or honour to which a native cnn aspire; 
we dcnl with eighty millions of our fellow-creatures 
as if there wns neither an honest nor an able mnn 
amoug them ; and we remind them, when all this is 
done, of the blessings which they derive from our 
authority. Now when we come to inquire into the 
natw·c and extent of these blessings, to what do we 
fi_nd that they amount ? India is certainly more 
tranquil thau it ever was since the decay of the 
Mogul empire. The people are efficiently protected 
from foreign violence and internal dissensions ; but 
arc eighty millions of persons likely to be satisfied 
with a bare llrotection from evil? We suspect not. 
A consciousness of security can hardly be supposed 
to compensate for the loss of power, dignity, and 
honour to the descendants of families which once 
enjoyed all, to the fullest extent. Still the machi
nery of government has hitherto been kept in motion ; 
though, unlike thnt of the Romans, it is guided, even 
to its most minute springs, by a handful of strangers, 
differing in language, manners, complexion, dress, 
and religion from the myriads for whose benefit it is 
supposed to work. 

Again,_ the Romans, let them conquer where they 
might, foiled not to establish colonies in every pro
vince ; by means of which the manners of the sub
jects were gra.dunlly, but surely, a.ssimilatcd to those 
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of the mo.sters. There existed between them o.nd 
the no.tives whom they hnd brought under subjection 
no bo.r of separntion either in their civil or religious 
observances ; nor were the instances unfrequent in 
which even a Romo.n knight, after spending a cer
tain number of yea.rs among the b11rbaria.ns, ceased 
to look elsewhere for a home. How different, in all 
respects, arc the proceedings of the English with 
reference to their follow-subjects in the Eastern 
hemisphere ! Our countrymen proceed to Indio. 
either o.s tro.ders or in some oflicio.l co.po.city ; but 
the objects which they ho.ve in view o.re, in either 
co.se, the so.me. They co.lculat~ on enduring the 
inconveniences of exile for o. certam number of years, 
under the idea tho.t they shall be o.ble, when the 
term of absence expires, to return to Europe with o.t 
least a competency. No man dreams of spending 
his days in Indio., for less of esto.blishing a family 
there. Tha.t mighty portion of the globe is treated 
as a mine from which treasure shall be dug, which 
the pnticnt workmnn mny carry off and spend in 
another country. Let any thinking person consider 
how such o. state of things is likely to operate among 
the multitude, who are treated as mere instruments 
by which the favoured few o.re to be enriched. ·we 
shall probo.bly be rcmindcd thnt, hitherto the people 
of I~dio. have borne the drain very pati~ntly. We 
adll;11t ~he_ fact ; but for what length of time has the 
dram, m its fullest extent, been experienced ? 

P;rho.ps _there is no particular in which the two 
empire~ which we _ho.vc ventured to bring into con
~ro.st differ more widely, the one from the other than 
in the length of time which wo.s required to'cn.rry 
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each from its rude beginnings to its consummation. 
Seven centuries of war and conquest scarcely suf
ficed to render Rome mistress of a moiety of Europe, 
nnd to establish her supremacy over a strip of Africa, 
and 11, few provinces of Asia, Minor. As many de
c11,des have mised the East Indio, Comp11,ny from the 
rank of a body of ndvcnturers,-dependents on the 
caprice of the native princes, to be the sovereio-ns 
of 11 territory, to which, in point both of extent ~nd 
population, there is to be found in history no parallel. 
Is it contrary to the laws which regulate human affairs 
in genernl, to presume, that an edifice which is run 
up, ns it were, in 11, moment, must contain within itself 
the seeds of rapid decay, much more abundantly 
than a structure in the consolidation of which hun
dreds of years have been expended? Nor is this all. 
Rome stood in the very midst of her dependencies. 
She was the reservoir from which issued the streams 
that kept all the fountains in play ; the heart which 
sent out and received back again continually the 
o-rent current of vitality nnd vigour. England, on 
tlie contrary, is separated from her gigantic depen
dency by half the circumference of the globe ; her 
means of retaining that dependency in subjection arc 
limited to the resources which lie within the imme
diate reach of her provincial functionaries. \Vbat 
are these ? About thirty thousand European sol
diers, with hnlf o,s many civilians, aided, indeed, by 
the profound respect which their superior talent and 
good fortune barn created ; in other words, a me~e 
handful of troops, backed up by that most uncertam 
of all coadjutors, public opinion. To speak plainly, 
Rome maintained her supremacy by enlisting on lier 
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side the lending men of the countries which she 
succeeded in reducing. England maintains hers by 
preven_ti?g ~ny of the native yopul~tion of India 
from r1smg rn the scale of political importance, or 
acquiring an influence among their countrymen. 
Once more we are ready to nclmit, that, hitherto, the 
device has answered : whether it will preserve the 
empire of England in India, as long as the Roman 
system preserved the empire of Rome in Europe, we 
take it not upon us to predict. 

Are we then arguing ago.inst that system of rule 
which hns, for more them sixty years, kept one of 
the fairest a.nd most populous regionil under heaven 
in obedience to the British comma.nd ? By no means. 
While yet the English empire in India was struggling 
to maturity, it may be that considerations of pru
dence demanded that, as much as possible, authority, 
both civil and military, should be taken out of the 
Jmnds of the native gentry. This may be true ; 
though, for our own parts, we make the concession 
o.s one of hypothesis only. But admitting that it is 
so, he must be n. bold reasoner, indeed, who will 
contend, in tho foeo of all experience, that, as a 
principle, it is either just or prudent to shut out the 
inhabitn.nts of n.ny country from the hope of attain
ing to rank or stntion in the land of their birth. 
Still, in ~1troducing changes even into 11 system con
fessedly imperfect, the greatest caution ouo-ht to be 
observed. Granting that the people of I~dia have 
been thus far unfairly dea.lt with and that 11 lonrr 
continuance of their existinrr dis;bilities were o.lik~ 
incompatible with the honot~r and welfare of their 
n1lers, it does not therefore follow that they nrc 



DRITISII IKDIA. 203 

all at once to be intrusted with power, or that an 
order of things to which they have become to a cer
tain extent habituated is to be set aside in a moment. 
It is certain that our jealousy of native interference 
has lmd the effect of rendering the natives incompe
tent to interfere advantageously ; and hence that to 
thrust them suddenly into situations which they are 
incapable of filling would be productive only of mis
chief. But if there be any truth in history, if there 
be any lesson which we may learn from the study of 
human nature, however modified by circwnstances, 
it is this ; that no empire has ever yet long hung 
together which was not based upon the affections as 
well as upon the fears of the people. Now, to 
engage the affections of a conquered people, you 
·must not only teach them that they are protected 
slaves, but you must admit them to a participation 
in the dignities and emoluments which attend the 
administration of their own affairs. In few words, 
you must enlist their ambition not less than their 
respect in your service, by opening to the high
minded and the able among them the door to political 
importance. 

Up to the present moment few attempts have been 
made to deal thus with the people of India. Of 
Lord Cornwallis's system it was the main principle 
to asswne, that the natives of India were every way 
unworthy to be employed in the government of one 
another, as if there had never been a o-overnrucnt, 
and a good government too, in that exteisive region, 
tiU a handful of islanders from the outskirts of Eu
rope established it. In like manner, the custom has 
too much prevaile«l of speaking and ,vriting of the 
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inhabitants of Indio. as of 11 race utterly depraved ; 
and, as a necessary consequence, unfit to be in
trusted even witf1 the most limited species of power. 
Far be it from us to stand forth as the advocates of 
Inclian morals or Indian rectitude. They are both 
loose enough ; but we would ventm·e to s~ggcst, 
that to include in 11 condemnation so swcepmg one 
hundred millions of human beings, of men who for 
ages ho.vc co.rriccl on o.mong themselves all the inter
courses of social o.nd even civilised life, is to act with 
very little re"'ard to the dictates of the only true 
philosophy, c~mmon sense, and every-day experi
ence. Sir Thomas Munro, no mean authority in 
such matters, held of the people of India a widely 
different opinion ; and the measures which he recom
mended, had they been followed up with vigour, 
might have carried conviction, by this time, to every 
unprejudiced mind, and given increased stability to 
the fa.bric of English power in the East. 

From the observo.tions which we have ventured to 
mo.kc, 0.11 inference will probo.hly be clro.wn tho.t we 
do not regard the British empire in Indio. as destined 
to any very lengthened duration. W c freely confess 
that such is our persuosion. Totally disconnected 
with the feelings of the people, and anxious only to 
preserve order among them, the English have ren
der:~ their _supremacy less and less secure, by every 
add1t10n which they have made to the extent of their 
dominions. Alreody are their northern frontiers 
pushed to the very borders of China · wl1ile in the 
west! Persio, and the single Europea~ power which 
~ersm, has been taught to respect, regard them with 
Jcolousy, perhaps with hostility, That they will 
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long be permitted to retain their present position on 
either side no one can venture to hope. Yet it is 
not so much from foreign violence as from intestine 
discord that we anticipate the infliction of that blow 
which must, sooner or Inter, foll. In India, as well 
as in · other countries, civilisation is making rapid 
progress ; and exactly as the_ people become enlight
ened and capable of reasonmg arigl1t, the sort of 
superstitious reverence with which they have hitherto 
regarded Europeans will die away. The influence 
of a relaxing climate, and of a diet singularly spare, 
may, indeed, retard the progress of this calamity ; 
for however it may affect the people of India them
selves, we are bound to regard it as such ; but to 
speak of it as very for removed, were to treat his
tory as " an old almanac," and all the examples 
which it sets fo1ih as " old wives' talcs." If the 
present system be persevered in, our descendants in 
I 935 will probably have ceased to remember that 
India was ever a portion of the British empire. 

Tho truth indeed is, that our authority in Asio. is, 
and always must be, insecure, so long as it depends 
entirely on the dread which the people enterto.in of 
our superior discipline and prowess as warriors. To 
think, on the other hand, of introducing into the 
administration of that great empire any system bor
rowed from the usages of Great Britain would be ILll 

act of positive insanity. Local parliaments, a free 
press, trial by jury, and a code of written laws, 
however admirable in theory, and however well 
adapted for the latitude of England, could pro';1~ce 
nu other than the most mischievous results in British 
India. ·what is wanted there may bo described ns 
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. a return so for to primitive usages as shall place in 
the hands of the natiYes, subject to European inspec
tion, a large shnre in the ndministration of their 
own country ; and so open out to the able and 
aspiring among them a legitimate field of exertio_n, 
with the prospect of an ndequnte reward. This, 
with a due attention to the mornl tmining of the 
people, may be expected, if anything can, to attach 
them to their rulers ; whom they will learn to regard 
not as griping and selfish to.sk-masters, but as per
sons interested in their welfare, and every way 
anxious to promote it. And even should this ex
pectation be defeated, should they still abhor our 
yoke, and lo.hour to cast It from them, at least we 
sba11 enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that we have 
striven to render them capable of ruling themselves; 
and hence, that whatever the results may be, no 
charge can by possibility be brought against us, 
that we neglected the first and most important duty 
which a government owes to its subjects. 

There are many other matters on which, as in 
some degree connected with the subject of this 
history, we might, perhaps, be permitted to touch; 
such as the constitution of the Indian army, the 
state of the half-caste population, the structure of 
the Company's government both at home and abroad 
as that is displayed by the machinery of Leadenhall: 
street, Whitehall, and the Government-House at 
Calcutta. To some of these we have, throughout. 
t~ken care not to allude ; partly because we con
sider them us too ~el~cate for public discussion, 
partly because the l11u1ts of our work would not 
permit our doing to them the justice which they 
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merit. With respect, again, to others, enough has 
been incidentally introduced, during the progress of 
the narrative, to mark the sense which we entertain 
both of their excellences and defects. It is beyond 
dispute, that the constitution of the Indian goveru
mcnt presents, throughout, one of the most remark
able anomalies wl1ich is to be found in the social 
nrrano-emcnts of any nation. ,vc have, indeed, at 
the 1:dia House, n secondary parliament, dependent, 
and scarcely dcpcnclcnt, on that nt Westminster; 
while in Bengal, the Governor-General enjoys, at 
least, as much of pomp, and more of real power, 
than is enjoyed by the sovereign at home. Yet the 
system, though contrary to all the dogmas of specu
lative politicians, has undeniably worked well. How 
long it will be permitted to remain as it is now is a 
question which few will presume to answer. But 
whatever changes may be introduced, one fact ap
pears certain, that any attempt to convert India 
into a source of ministerial or royal patronage will 
inevitably hasten tho crisis to which we havo already 
alluded. Even as matters stand at present, it is no 
easy matter to carry on the affairs of that great 
country through the agency of men trained from 
boyhood in the service, and dependent on their own 
talents and exertions for promotion. Let the minister 
once be empowered to reward his political friends 
by appointments in the East, and India will soon 
cease to own the sway of England at all. 

That such must be, and probably at no remote 
date, the result of all our wars and conquests, no 
thinking man can doubt ; yet let us not hasten tho 
catastrophe. l\fuch still remains to be done ere wo 
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can, with honour, dissolve a connection which, how
ever largely it may have contributed to the wealth 
nnd prosperity of Great Britain, has in o, moral, 
perhaps even in a. political point of view, operated 
but little for the improvement of the condition of the 
people of India. 
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SrncE the Second, Third, o.nd Fourth Volumes of 

this History were printed off, Colonel Gurwood has 

given to the public the first portion of a work, which 

cannot foil to command the attention of all classes 

of renders, no matter whether they be soldiers or 

civilians. The Dispatches of hls Grace the Duke 

of Wellington mo.y be expected to contain an almost 
uninterrupted narrative of the great events, political 
as well as military, in which Great Britain has taken 

po.rt, from the commencement to the close of the 

war of the French Revolution. To the reader of 

Indian history ~hey will prove particularly valuable, 

throwing light upon various tro.nsnctions which ham 

hitherto been obscure, and supplying links in a 

chain which, till they ma.de their appearance, can 

hardly be so.id to have hung perfectly together. 
Had the volume come forth somewhat earlier, we 

p 2 
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should h11vc availed ourselves of its contents while 

compiling our narmtive. As it is, we can only give 

to our readers, in the shape of an Appendix, such 

selections from it as appear to bear most forcibly 

upon our subject ; o.nd we do so the more willingly, 
bec11use we arc happy to find that, while on m11ny 
disputed points an 11uthority so high beurs us out, in 

no important inst11nce o.re we contr11dicted by it. 
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EXTRACTS. 

E:ctract from the private Diary of Lieut. General 
Harris, Commander in Chief of tlw Britis!t Army, 
mare/ting in tlte J,fysore country in tlte year 1799, 
between tl1c 4th and 8th of April. 

'4tlt April.-Commissioned General Bah·d to form 
a party of not less than the flank companies of his 
brigade, supported by the piquets, to beat up a tope 
in front of the ground the piquet was on, and said 
to have had parties of men with arms assembling 
on it. It appears to me, from the report, they are 
only intended for. rocketin~ ; but o~r beo.ting them 
up, instead of their attemptmg us, will have the best 
effect, for if our intelligence is true, his whole army 
are in a complete state of terror-of course we 
should keep it so. 

' 5th April.-Marched to Seringapatam ; rock
eted a little on the march. Took up our grouncl 
nearly for the siege. Concluded the arrangements 
for detaching General Floyd and General Stuart. 
Formed parties for the attack of the post occupied 
formerly by the Bombay troops, and the tope of 
Sultaunpettah. Lieut. Colonel Shawe to command 
the detachment for the Bombay post ; Colonel 
Wellesley that of the tope, as being eom11~secl ~f 
his own people. Remained under great anxiety till 
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neo.r twelve o.t night, from the fco.r our troops ho.d 
:fired on each other. Lieut Colonel Sha.we very soon 
reported himself in possession of the' post ; . but o. 
second :firinO' commenced, a.nd o.s he ho.d previously 
sent to kno~· wha.t ho.d become of the two no.tive 
b11ttalions, I could not be so.tisfied but tha.t in the 
do.rk they ho.d mista.ken each other. It proved tha.t 
nil the firing was from the enemy, his l\fojcsty's 
12th :cegimcnt scnrccly firing 11 shot the whole night. 
Near twelve, Colonel Wellesley enme to my tent in 
o. o-ood dco.l of aO"ita.tion, to so.y he ho.d not eo.rried 
th~ tope. It pr~vcd that the 33rd, with which he 
attacked, got into confusion and could not be formed, 
which wo.s a. greo.t pity, as it must; be particularly 
unplco.so.nt to him. Altogether, circumstances con
sidered, we got off very well. General Ba.ird's 
expedition of lo.st night so for answered our expec
tations, as he fell in with o. small party of the 
enemy's horse, nnd cut up eight or ten of them, 
which will tend to prcv_ent th~ir plaguing us with 
rockets I trust. He m1Sscd his rond coming bnck, 
although one would ho.vc thought it impossible ; no 
wonder night o.tta.cks so often fail. 

' 6th Ap1-il.-Determined to ma.ke another attack 
on the topc, Lieut. Colonel Bowser's and Halybur
ton's corps, with the Scotch b_rigade (supported by 
the 25_th dragoons and ,2nd regiment native cavalry, 
on secrng the Sulto.un s cavalry appearing from the 
fort), were destined to o.ssist in this service, and 
with sco.rccly any opposition, carried it. ' 

'Sunday, the 7th.-Ycsterday evening walked 
down to the ndvnnccd post with Baird and Macleod 
Found it ;cry strong ago.inst so contemptible a~ 
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enemy as we have to deal with, and such as may, 
with a little trouble, be made very strong against 
any. How fortunate thus to find a good parallel 
prepared to our hands ! The fort fired a great deal 
yesterday, with no other effect than furnishing shot 
to us. A long line of cavalry coming out of the 
fort about twelve ; reported at three by Colonel 
'\,Velleslcy to have come more round our right, and 
that he has therefore ordered the batta.lions we spoke 
of when looking wha,t they were about, on the rond 
which leads to Periapatnm. Our foraging party 
coming in fast ; but this ca,nnot be their object, nnd 
they would move more rapidly than they have done. 
Great many of us much fatigued. Beatson, among 
the rest, very much relo.xed and weak. Our duties 
pretty severe ; but if the whole is not pressed on 
with vigour we shall foil, for no doubt there will be 
more difficulties to overcome than we yet foresee. 

• Monday, Stli.-Visited the post tnken posses
sion of by Colonel Wellesley on the 6th inst. Found 
it 11 continuation of tho nullah which mnkcs Sha.wc's 
post, but not so favourable in th!lt part for keeping 
hold of. Directed a burnt village, on a rise above 
the nullah, t-0 be made the right hand post, by bar
ricading tho streets and cutting down the walls to 
six feet, thickening them next the fort, and putting 
a banquette within. Brisk cannonade from the 
fort. Colonel Close brought Dallas and Hart to 
speak about the bullock drivers, &c.' 
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Colonel the Hon. A. Wellesley to Mr. Webbe. 
'Camp nt Curruh, 29th Mny, 1800. 

'My dear Wehbe-I ho.ve received o, letter from 
Lord Mornington, in which he offers me the com
mand of the troops intended ago.inst Bato.vio., pro
vided Lord Clive can spare me from this country. 
I have written to Lord Clive upon the subject, o. 
letter which he will probably communico.te to you ; 
and I have left to him to o.ccept for me Lord Morn
ington's offer or not, accordingly as he may find it 
most convenient for the public service, after having 
ascertained from the Admiro.l the period o.t which 
he woulcl propose to depart from the const upon this 
service. 

' The probo.ble advantages and credit to be gained 
are great ; but I am determined tho.t nothing shall 
induce me to desire to quit this country, until its 
tranquillity is ensured. The general want of troops, 
however, at the present moment, o.nd the season, 
may induce the Admiral to be desirous to postpone 
the expedition till late in the year. In that case it 
may be convenient that I should accompany him ; 
but I beg, if you have any conversation 1Vith Lord 
Clive, you will assure him, tho.t if it should be in 
the smallest degree otherwise, I shall be very sorry 
to go. 

' It appears by Lord Mornington's letter to me, 
that the order for the attempt upon Batavio. comes 
direct from the King, and that it is reckoned o, 

matter of some importance in England. I think it 
probable that it will be made, although not imme
uiatcly, on account of tho great want of troops, nnd 

' 
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the employment nlreo.dy cut out for those we have 
at command. 

' Believe me, &c. 
'ARTHUR WELLESLEY, 

• P.S. I hnve just received your letter of the 
24th, and you will perceive that I have decided 
upon the offer in t~IC man~er ~hll,t Lord Clive would 
wish. Lord Mornmgton, m his letter to me, seems 
to think tho.t it will be advo.ntll,geous to me, and 
from the importll,nce of the object, in England, one 
from which I may derive some credit ; but I put 
o.ll that entirely out of the question, o.nd I lcnve it to 
Lord Clive to decide o.ccording to his sense of the 
public convenience.' 

Colonel tlte Hon. A. Wellesley to Lord Clive. 
1 Comp at Curruh, 29th I\Ioy, 1800. 

• My Lord-I ho.vc just received a letter from 
Lord Momington, by which he offers me the milito.ry 
commm1d of certain troops intended to be sent on 
o.n expedition against Bll,~11,via, provided your Lord
ship can spare me from this country. 

• I am fully aware of the advantages which may 
attend, and of the credit which mny be gained by 
the attninment of the object proposed in sending 
troops to thnt place ; but under the present circum
stances of this country, I cannot express a wish to 
quit it. . . . 

'From the mformat10n which your Lordship will 
have of the time at which Admirul Rainier would 
prepare to go to Bntnvill,, you will be enabled to 
judge whether it nmy possibly be convenient to the 
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public service that I should accompany him. I beg, 
therefore, that your Lordship will give Lord Morn
ington an answer, whether I nm to be employed on 
this service or not, according to your Lordship's 
view of the public interest and convenience, after 
having ascertained from the Admiral the period of 
his departure from the coast. 

• I have the honow· to be, &c. 
'ARTIIUR ,VELLESLEY.' 

Colonel tlie lion . .A. T¥clleslcy to the Eai·l of 
111 ornington. 
• Camp at Curruh, 29th May, 1800. 

• My dear M.-1 have received your letter of the 
13th instant, and I am ,cry much obliged to you 
for the offer which you make me of sending me with 
the Admiral to Batavia. I do not deny that I 
should like much to go ; but you will have learned, 
before you receive this, tho.t my troops a.re in the 
field, and it is therefore probo.blc that Lord Clive 
will be desirous that I should remain in this coun
try until its tro.nquillity is ensured, and the troops 
can be sent ho.ck to their different garrisons. I have 
written to him upon the subject, and I have desired 
him ~o accept your ?ffcr for me or not, as he may 
find_ 1t most c~nveruent for the public service, after 
havmg ascertamcd from the Admiral at what time 
he proposes to depart from the coast on th.is service. 
If he should not depart until late in the year I 
think it more than probable tho.t I shall be able' to 
go with him. I do not know which of the services 
will answer best ; but I o.m ccrtnin that it will bo 
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more easy to spare troops from the Carnatic and 
Mysore, towards the end of the year, thim it is at 
this moment. 

' Dhoondiah is certninly IL despicable enemy ; 
but, from circumst1Lnces, he is one ngainst whom 

· we have been obliged to m1Lke IL formidable prepa
rntion. It is 1Lbsolutcly necessary to the peace of 
this country of Canarn 1Lnd l\Ialnbar, thnt that mun 
should be given up to us ; nnd I doubt not tlrnt 
before now you will have made a. demand for him 
upon the government of Poon1Lh. If we do not get 
him, we must expect n general insurrection of all 
the discontented 1Lnd disaffected of these countries. 
I have information that letters have been received 
by most of them, either from him or from others 
written in his nnme, c1Llling upon them to take the 
opportunity to rebel against the Company's govern
ment, or that of their allies ; and his invasion of 
our territory is looked to as IL circumstance favour
able to their views. The destruction of th.is man, 
therefore, is absolutely necessary for our tranquillity; 
and nothing will be more easy, if the l\Iahmttas arc 
really disposed to enter into the plan. If they are 
not, it will be a matter of difficulty, and it may 
become a question whether the whole power of the 
Company ought not to be turned to this object. I 
was aware that this was the case before the troops 
were collected ; and although I was certain that it 
was the only ~ode of S1Lving this country from being 
plundered, I did not like to put it in execution with
out Lord Clive's orders. It was clear thut when an 
army should be collected to oppose a ronn who had 
an asylum in the Mahrntt1L country, and who may, 
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therefore, be reckoned a part of the Mahratta state, 
the government would be committed with that of the 
Mahrattas, and our honour would require that we 
should go through with the business until that man 
should be given up to us, or that we should have 
some adequate security for his goocl beh1wiour. 

• If, then, the government of Poonah is inclined 
to give this man up to us, or to co-operate with us 
in his destruction, it may be possible for rue to go 
to Batavia. If they should not, mo.ttcrs here will 
take a very serious turn, and no prospect of advan
tage or of credit to be gnined shall induce me to 
qajt this country. Besides th_e destruction of this 
Dhoondiah, there are other obJects, which compara
tively, however, are of a trifling nature. The 
attainment of these might be given in charge to 
other people, if it should be thought desirable to 
postpone the expedition to Batavia until matters are 
settled on the Mahmtta. frontier. 

'Ever yours, most affectionately, 
'Annnm "\VELLESLEY.' 

Colcmel tlte Ilon. A. Wellesley to Lord Clii-e. 
• Cnmp nt Cbcyloor, 31st May, 1800. 

'My Lord--;-I had the honour of writing to you 
on the 29th mstant, after I had received a letter 
from Lord Mornington upon the snme subject with 
that from your Lordship of the 26th. Since I 
wrote ~o, Y?u on ~he 29th, I have received your 
Lordslup s mstructtons of the 25th, which I am pro
ceeding to put in execution ; and I beg leave to 
decline to accept the command of tho troops des-
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tined to sail with the squadron under Admiro.l 
Rainier. 

' When I wrote to your Lordship on the 29th, I 
imagined that, under the present circumstance~, it 
might have been desirable to postpone to send 
troops on this service until. a late period of the year, 
when it might possibly have been convenient that I 
could accompany them ; but as it appears that the 
Admiral will be prepared to so.il in three weeks, I 
cannot think of relinquishing the command with 
which your Lordship hns intrusted me nt this inte
resting period, for any object of advantage or credit 
to be gained in another plo,ce. 

'I have the honour to be, &e., 
'ARTHUR 'WELLESLEY.' 

Marquis Wellesley to Colonel tlte Hon. A. Welleslej;. 
(Extract.) 

• Fort William, 6th Juno, 1800. 
' My dcnr Arthur-Lord Clive hns pressed for 

your continuance in Mysore with an earnestness so 
honourable to you, that I think you cannot accept 
the command of the forces destined for Batnvia ; 
indeed, I suspect that you could not quit Mysore at 
present. Your conduct there has secured your cha
racter and advancement for the remainder of your 
life, and you may trust me for making the best use 
of your merits in your future promotion. 

'Ever, my dear Arthur, 
' Yours, most affectionately, 

• WELLESLEY.' 
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Colonel tlie Hon. A. Wellesley to l}faj. Gen. Baird. 

'On board H. !IL S. Suffolk 21st Feb. 1801. 

'l\fy dear General-I ho.ve just received a letter 
from Lord Wellesley, dated the 24th of Jo.nuo.ry, 
by which I am informed that you arc appointed to 
take the command of the body of troops which have 
hitherto been under my orders; that you were likely 
to leave Cnlcutto. for Trincomo.lec towards the end 
of the month; and that the object was an expedition 
against the Dutch settlement in Java. You will 
probably be much suq~rised to find that I ho.vc left 
the island of Ceylon W1th the troops, and ho.ve gone 
towards Bombay : and I write you this letter to 
explain the motives which urgerl me to take this 
step without waiting for orders from the Governor 
General. 

'On the 7th of Fcbruo.ry, I received from the 
Governor of Fort St. Georgo a copy of a letter from 
Mr. Dqndas to Lord Wellesley, dated the 6th of 
October, culling for the co-operation of a body of 
troops from India in an attn.ck upon Egypt. As the 
troops were collected in Ceylon partly with a view 
to be prepared to answer this call, I conceived it to 
be my duty to proceed immediately towards the 
rendezvous pointed out by Mr. Dundo.s; and I go to 
Bombay because I understand that it will not mate
rially retard the arrival of the fleet in the Red Sea; 
b:1;ause I ½now that the tr~ops a.re in want of pro
v1s1011s, which can be furnished at Bombay only ; 
and because I am desirous of receiving the orders 
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of the Governor General before I proceed finally to 
the Red Sea. 

' In my opinion, the letter from Mr. Dundas, 
which I have above mentioned, will make a con
siderable alteration in the plan which the Governor 
General had on the 24th of January; and that he 
will in consequence be obliged either to relinquish 
the attack upon Batavia. entirely, or to provide 
another body of troops for that purpose. I there
fore proceed on my voyage, notwithstancling that I 
have received his orders of the 24th of January. 

' It is true ·thnt the number of European troops 
called for in Egypt is not equal to that which I have 
with mo at present, although the number of natiyes 
is greater ; and I might immediately send back to 
Trincomalee some of the European troops, in order 
to give Lord Wellesley an opportunity of sending 
both expeditions, if he should think it proper. Upon 
this Inst notion I must observe that I do not think 
it proba.ble thnt he will wish to send b~th expedi
tions ; if he should wish it, I sha.11 know 1t upon my 
nrriva.l at Bombay, from the tenor of his orders to 
Mr. Duncan ; and I can immediately send back to 
Ceylon the troops which it may be intended to 
employ upon the expedition to Batavia. These will 
arrive at Ceylon long before the period for sniling 
will come round. 

' As I before observed to you, I do not think it 
probable tl~~t Lord W ~Hesley would wish to send 
both expcd1t10ns ; he will send that to Egypt only : 
nnd ns I know thnt it was his intention to give you 
the command of this body of troops, in case they 
should go to Egypt, I recommend you to come to 
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Bombay and take the command of them without loss 
of ti.me. If Lord W elles\ey should determine to 
send both the expeditions, and if he should wish that 
you should command thot to Batavia, you will be 
with the troops which must go on that service. On 
the other hand, if he should determine to send 
troops to Egypt only, you will be la.te, unless you 
proceed to Bombay immediately. 

• Believe me, &c., 
• ARTJIUR WELLESLEY.' 

Memorandum on the Operations in the Red Sea. 
[Enclosed by Col. Wellesley to lllnjor Gen, Baird.) 

TIIE objects proposed by Mr. Dundas, and by the 
Governor General, in the expedition to the Red Sen, 
nre:-

' 1st, To get possession of the forts and ports 
which the French may ha.ve on its shores. 

• 2ndly, To urge and encourage the natives of 
Upper Egypt (Mamelukcs and Aro.bs) to commence 
operations ago.inst them. 

• 3rdly, To assist the operations of the natives by 
giving them arms and nmmunition ; or by a junction 
with them, either of o. pa.rt or of the whole of the 
force. 

' The advanced stnte of the season renders it pro
bable that it will be so difficult to rea~h Suez that 
the object is not attainable. It is possible, however, 
that the force which left Bombay in December lo.st, 
under the _orders of Admiral Blnnquet, may have 
succeeded m effecting the objects in view, when it 
was fitted out, as far as they relate to Suez. Cos-
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seir will then be the first object of nttention, nnd the 
oper~tions of the nrmy ought to be directed, in tl1e 
first rnstance, to gain possession of that place. 

' The General is already acquaintecl with the 
measures which have been taken to facilitate these 
operations, and it is needless to enumerate them 
here ; and I shall now proceed to the second object 
of the expedition, viz., to encourage the natives of 
Upper Egypt to shake off the French yoke, and to 
net on our side. The success of this measure· it is 
evident will operate most forcibly in favour of Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, and it nppears to me to be the 
principal object of the expedition. 

' From the intelligence lately received from the 
Red Sea, I nm induced to believe that after the 
Turkish army was beaten by General Kleber, in 
:March last, and after Colonel l\forray had evacuated 
Suez, Morad Bey made peace with the French, and 
that the latter ceded to him all Upper Egypt, He is 
now stationed there, and from the accounts nnd 
distribution of the French force in Egypt, which 
I have occasionally seen, I am induced to believe 
that they have no troops in Upper Egypt, excepting 
such as are necessary to watch Morad Bey, who arc 
encamped with him, and such as are necessary to 
keep up the communication with their post at Cos
seir. It is probable that when Sir Ralph Aber
crombie commences his operations, they will drn.w 
to Lower Egypt all the troops not absolutely neces
sary for their safety in Upper Egypt ; and thus th~y 
will leave to Morad Bey the power of acting as !us 
olfn sense of his own interests may point out. 

• I have always understood this man to be the 
YOL. JY, Q 
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head of the Mamelukes : and certainly, until the 
French made peace with him, he was supposed to be 
a friend of the English ; and showed his power of 
doing injury to the French, by keeping in con~to.nt 
employment a large po.rt of their army under Gene
ral Desso.ix, in pw·suit of him. 

• It is very probable that he does not deem his 
tenure in Upper Egypt very secure. He must be 
aware that, as soon as the French go.in quiet pos
session of Lower Egypt, they will ho.ve the power to 
breo.k their cngo.gement with him ; and from his 
own experience of their :fidelity in_ o.dhering to trea
ties, he must expect that they will use tho.t power 
to his disadvantage. Indeed the fact that the French 
ho.ve found it necessary to have a body of their troops 
encamped with Morncl Bey's army, is o. clear proof 
tho.t they do not place much faith in him ; and as 
he must know that he is suspected and watched, he 
ho.s still stronger reason to expect tho.t, as soon as 
the French ho.ve the power, they will not fail to 
exert it to get ri<l of a. neighbour and o.n ally in 
whom they have so littlc:con:fidence. ·without being 
too so.nguine, we may expect then that, o.s soon o.s 
Morad Bey shall perceive o. prospect of driving. the 
French from Egypt, he:will co-operate and join with 
those employed in that object. For this reason the 
very firs~ o~port~nity_ ought_ to. be taken to open o. 
comm~mcat10n with him ; his situation and his pros
pects, 1f the French should remain in Egypt, ought 
to be clearly pointed out to him ; and he ouo-ht to 
be urged in the strongest manner to exert him~elf to 
shake off the yoke. The power of the armies em
ployed on the side of Lower Egypt ought to be made 
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known to him ; their prospects of success, founded 
as well on their own strength, as on the impossibility 
that the French should receive assistance, ought t-0 
be stated to him ; and, finally, an offer ought to be 
made to supply him with arms and ammunition, and 
even to join him with a part or the whole of the 
army in the Red Sea, in order to ensure the speedy 
success of the objects which he, as well as the 
English, must have in view. 

' The possession of the port of Cosseir, and of the 
navigation of the Red Sea, will be a strong induce
ment to Morad Bey, as the Governor of Upper 
Egypt, to be favourable to the English. 

' The trade in corn is carried on by this port to 
J edda in Arabia ; and this trade is such an object 
both to Upper Egypt and Arabia, and to Mecca in 
particular, that it may be expected that the Governor 
of Upper Egypt will not be disinclined towards those 
who will have it so much in their power to annoy 
him. Having now stated the reasons which induce 
me to believe that it will not be difficult to urge the 
head of the Mamelukes to shake off the French 
yoke, I proceed to the consideration of the third 
object of the expedition, viz., to assist the natives 
with arms and a=unition, and even to join them 
with a po.rt or the whole of the army. 

' The first question which I shall consider, and 
which will lay the grounds for a. consideration of, 
and decision upon others, is, whether· it would be 
practicable,_ or_ eve? desirable, to cross the Desert 
from Cosseir at all, if that operation is not performed 
in concert and co-operation with a body of tho 
natives posted upon the Nile. 

Q2 
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, It is needless to enter into a statement of tho 
difficulties to be apprehended in crossing the Desert; 
they are certainly_ g:re~t, but I ir~rngine not insur
mountable. But, if 1t 1s not cert1un that the army, 
or detachment which may cross the Desert, will 
partake of the plenty of the bunks of the Nile, when 
they reach them ; if they should be certain of hav
inn- water only, and such forage as their cattle 
sh~ultl be able to pick up, I apprehend that tho dif
ficulty will become so great, that tho operation 
ought not to be attempted. It is impossible that 
the l\fomelukes in Upper Egypt can be neutral in 
tho contest in conteD?plution ; they must take part 
with the French or with us. If they take part with 
the French, the army will be in the situation in 
which I have above described it, enjoying no advan
tage from having reached the banks of the Nile, 
excepting water, and probably no forage : and it is 
needless to point out that, if the Desert is to be 
crossed under these circumstances, cnre must be 
taken not only to send with the body of troops 
which mo.y cross, 11 very large proportion of pro
visions, but means must be adopted to add to them 
until the operations of this body shall have give~ 
them such n. hold of the country, as to leave no 
doubt of their ~teu~y supply of provisions. It is 
obvious that this will require a great number of 
cattle ; a ~umb?r much greater than the govern
ment of Indm, with all the zeo.lous exercise of their 
pow~r and_ means, can supply ; but there is another 
eons1derut10n connected with this subject besides 
the supply of cattle, and that is the means of feed
ing them when landed from the ships. 
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' Upon this point, I need only call to the Gene
ral's recollection the difficulties to which he has 
been a witness in moving large supplies of stores 
and provisions, even in fertile, cultivated, and in
habited countries, well supplied with well-water, 
and every other advantage of arrangement in the 
supply, distribution, care, and food of the cattle ; 
and draw a comparison between such difficulties and 
those to ho expected in a march through a desert. 
But this is not the worsi that is to be apprehended: 
the cattle will of course land in weak condition, in a 
desert ; and it must be expected that even those 
which survive the voyage will starve, or at least be 
in such a state before they commence their march, 
as to render it very probable that they will not carry 
their loads to the end of it. Upon the whole, then; 
I aro decidedly of opinion that, if the Mnmelukes 
are not on our side, no attempt ought to be macle 
to cross the Desert. 

• This opinion, the Genero,l will observe, is by no 
means founded on the impro.cticnbility of crossing 
with troops, because I am convinced that it can be 
done; but it is founded upon the danger that the 
troops will starve, if they do not return immediately; 
and upon the inutility of the measure, if they clo. 

• It may be imagined that, supposing the Mame
Jukes to be wavering, if an attempt is not made to 
cross the Desert, the advantage of their <!O-opera
tion will be lost. Upon this point I observe, that a 
knowledge of our strength, not of our weakness, 
will induce them to come forward ; and that it 
might be expected that the sight of our wen~ncss, 
occasioned by our march over the Desert without 
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concert with them, might induce them to to.ke ad
vantage of it, and to join the French. 

• But those who will urge this consideration must 
suppose it possible that the Mamelukes can be neu
tral for a moment ; and this their history from the 
beginning of time, particularly since the French 
invasion, will show to be impossible. 

' I come now to consider the propriety and mode 
of crossing the Desert, supposing tho.t the Ma.me
lukes should be inclined to sha.kc off the French 
yoke, and to co-operate with us, The first point 
for the General to ascertain, is their sincerity in the 
cause, of which, o.s I ho.ve above stated, there is 
every probability. As soon as he shull huve uscer
tained this, it will be necessary that he should make 
arrangements with them for posting a supply of 
water on thut part of the Desert where it is most 
wanted; and for having a. supply of provisions ready 
on the Nile, thut he might cross over a part of his 
army immediately. The first object on his arrival 
on the Nile should be to esto.blish a. post at Ghen
uah ; and, if possible, another in the Desert, be
tween tho.t plo.ce and Cosseir, in order to ensure his 
communication between the seu o.nd the Nile. At 
Ghennah he should make the depot of his stores, 
&c., which might be brou_ght across the Desert by 
degrees ; and then he might commence his opero.
tiona against the enemy. 

' Oa. t~e consideration of the question regarding 
the crossmg the Desert, I huve omitted to mention 
the interruption which may be given to that opera
tion by the enemy ; because it is entirely distinct 
from the difficulties which are peculi11r to the ope-
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ration itself. It is obvious, however, that if the 
Mamelukes are not on our side, nnd if they should 
not hnve driven out of Upper Egypt the small 
French force supposed to be in that country before 
the operation is attempted, that force, however 
small, will greatly increase the distress of the 
British troops who may cross the Desert. 

• I have not adverted to the supply of arms ancl 
ammunition to be given to the natives. As Iono- as 
their co-?perution is doubtful, these supplies o;ght 
to be withheld, but promised ; when they have 
shown their sincerity in our cause, the arms may be 
given to almost any extent. 

' ARTHUR WELLESLEY.' 

]Jfenwrandum upon Operations in the Mahratta Ter
rito1y. 

, I. As before long we may look to a war with 
the 1\fohrattas, it is proper to consider of the means 
of carrying it on. The experience which has been 
acquired in the late contest with Dhoondiah Waugh, 
of the seasons, the nature of the country, its roads, 
its produce, and its means of defence, will be of use 
in pointing them out. I shall detail my observa
tions upon each of these points, for the benefit of 
those in w_hose hands may be placed the conduct of 
the operations of the army in case of such a war, ns 
I have above supposed we may expect. The season 
at which it is most convenient to commence a cam
paign wit_h the Mah~·att~s !s that at which the 
rivers, winch take their rise m the western Ghauts, 
fill. This happens gcnernlly in the month of June. 
In this year, the Toombud<lro wns not fordable a.fter 
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the 14th of June, the day before the army reached 
llurryhur ; and in other seasons, I. understand, that 
thnt river fills nenrly nt the snme time. 

• The reasons why I think thnt the most favour
nble senson for operntions ngninst the Mnhrnttn 
nation nre us follow :-

' First. The M11hrnttn nrmy is principally com
posed of co.v11lry, and their plo.n of operntions o.gninst 
n British o.rrny would be to endenvour to cut off its 
communicntion with its rear, o.nd to impede the 
junction of its supplies from the Mysore country. 
As the rivers nrc not fordable, 11s there nre no 
bridges, nnd no menns of passing them exceptincv 
by basket boats, which it is difficult, and might b~ 
rendered impossible, to procure, the fulncss of the 
rivers operates ns n barrier. It is certain that the 
enemy cannot pass them in large numbers, and it 
is probable tho.t they would not venture to throw 
licross 11 smo.11 body, or rnther that they would not 
be able to prevail upon a small body to remain on a 
different side from the mo.in body of their nrmy. 

' The inconvenience and delay which the British 
o.rmy experience in crossing the rivers by meo.ns of 
boats, when they o.re full, is trifling ; and, in fact, 
:hey would experience no ~nconvenience or delay, 
1f good pontoons were prov1clccl, ancl o, bridge were 
thrown across each river for the pnssarre of the 
army. The communication might afte~rnrcls be 
kept up by means of the common basket boats. If 
the army should be thus equipped with n bridge, 
the Mo.hrntt~s would never dnre to detnch a body 
across n!1y !·1vcr, for the purpose of annoying our 
eommumco.t10ns. Thus, then, we should enjoy o.ll 
the o.dvnutage of n river not fordo.ble, to shorten tho 
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line of oui· communic·ation, which river our enemy 
could not puss with a large body of troops, and over 
which he would not dare to detach a small body ; 
and we should have it in om· power to pass it with 
11s much case, and with as little inconvenience and 
delay, as we should experience if the river were 
fordable. 

• Secondly. The Mahratta country in general is 
but ill supplied ,vith water. 'l'hc rains which £11 
these rivers, ulthough not htmvy at the Lcginniug 
of the rniny season, are sufficient to fill many 
nullahs ; and an army has at this time some chance 
of being supplied with water, of which, in the dry 
season, it is certain it would never find much, and 
frequently none. The inconvenience to be appre
hended from the rains is trifling. It is true, that 
heavy rain would ruin the cattle of the army, and 
would put the roads in such a state as to render 
them impracticable for wheel carriages. But heavy 
rain for any long continuance is not to be expected 
in the l\fohratta territory, and particularly not early 
in the season. During the last season, which wus 
extraordinarily severe upon the coast, we had only 
two days of distressing rain ; but we had some rain 
nearly on every day. 

• The !lfohratta country is in general a fine bluck 
soil, very fertile, and highly cultivated. The roads 
are all excellent, excepting when the rain is heavy. 
At that time, the black cotton mould becomes a 
swamp, through which it is scarcely practicable for 
a man to move; the wheels of the carriages sin~ ~o 
their axle-trees, are clogged with mud, and 1t is 
impossible for the cattle to draw them. 
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• The produce of this fertile country is jowarry 
principally, and other dry grains, but no rice. This 
is the great difficulty with which our army would 
have to contend. The rice which must be procured 
for them must be brought from the distant rice 
countries in Mvsore, or from Canara, with which 
country, in the rainy season, it is impossible to 
keep up a communication. 

• The army 11lso might depend upon procuring 
some sheep and bullocks in the M11hratta territory ; 
but if its Europeo.n force should be large, it will 
certainly require supplies of the former from Mysore, 
and in any case supplies from thence of the latter. 

• It is well known that jowarry straw is the best 
kind of forage for horses nnd cattle, and of this 
there is an ·abundance everywhere; and besides 
this forage, it seldom happens that green forage 
cannot be found. 

'The means of defending this country are trifling, 
and it must depend upon the strength of the anny 
which is in it, compared with tho.t of the British 
army. All the strong places arc liable to be carriell 
by assault, excepting, perhaps, Darwar or Koosbgal; 
and it is doubtful whether these last might not be 
thus taken, if attacked by resolute troops. 

• Having thus detailed my observations on the 
1vfohratta territory, with a view to oporntions within 
it, I come to state those which I would recommend, 
and the prepnrntory steps to be taken in order to 
have the means of carryinrr them on with vigour 
celerity, nnd effect. The 

0

first object in any Mah: 
ratta war, commenced in the season which I think 
most favourable to n British army, would be to push 
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the enemy across the Kistna, and to establish our
selves firmly on that river o.s a barrier, from which 
we could advance to their capital, or to suit other 
ulterior objects, as might be held out. 

• I would propose, then, to assemble the troops at 
Chittledroog ; but they must be provided with every 
necessary before they arrive there, as nothing at all 
useful to military operntions can be procured at 
that place. 

• The army ought to be provided with pontoons 
and other materials for building a bridge. On 
account of the difficulty of procw-ing rice and arrack 
in the Mnhratta territory, n large store ought to be 
collected and kept at Chittledroog, and another at 
Ilurryhur. This last place ought to be repaired, 
and put in a defensible state for a small garrison, 
as well for a point of communicntion with the 
Mysore country for the army when it should be ad
vanced into the Mahratto. territory, us for a. post to 
guard the bo.sket bonts, &c., which must bo made 
use of to convey over the Toombudclrn the supplies 
which must follow the army. The fort at llullihall, 
in Soondah, ought also to be put in repair. Gra
naries and storehouses for arrack and for military 
stores ought to be built at this station. Large 
stores ofrice and arrack, for the supply of the army 
when it should be advanced into the Mahrnttn 
territory, and certain military stores, ought to be 
collected at Hullihull. This post, if strcngthen~d, 
would be o.n excellent depot, and would be supplied 
nt all times, without difficulty, from Bombo.y by 
Goa. 

' The nrmy being assembled at Chittlcdroog, 
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should cross the Toombuddra. at· Hurryhur. Its 
first object should be to drive the enemy across the 
river Werdah, and to establish itself between those -
two rivers. After this shall be effected, it might 
cross the Werdah. Tho best place for this will be 
between Deogerry and Savanore. It must b? re_col
lected, that although the army will cross this nvor 
by its bridge, it will still be necessary that it should 
be provided with basket boa.ts, in order tha.t its 
supplies mny cross the river likewise. These, or 
materials to make them, cannot be procured a.t or 
near Deogerry, and the boats mus~ therefore be 
brought from the Mysore country. The boatmen 
must likewise come from the :Mysore country. 

• It will be necessary to establish a post upon the 
W enlah as a guard for the boats, which otherwise 
it would be in the power of tho enemy to seize or 
destroy, as a link in the communication with Mysore, 
and in order effectually to establish tho British 
power in the country between that river and the 
Toombuddrn. 

'The next object would be _to got possession of 
Darwar. Tho straight road to tha.t place, by 
Savanore and Hoobly, is the best. If the rains 
should have been heavy, the road to Darwar should 
be from Savanore to Bindigerry, and alono- the 
Soonda hills. 'fhe soil near these hills is red and 
the roads are practicable even in rainy weathe;.. 

' In my opinion, Darwar can be taken by a coup
de-main. The attack ouo-ht to be made on the 
south-west side. Means ~ight be adopted for 
keeping down the. fire of the besieged, by one of 
co.nnon from two h1lls, on which the Dhow's and the 
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British bntteries were erected in the former wnr, 
and by an enfilading fire from a height a,bove 11, tonk 
on the north-west nngle. 

' The nssnilnnts might .move under cover of the 
bnck of tlmt .tnnk to the foot of the glncis, where 
they would _be covered from the fire of the besieged. 
They might move nlong the foot of the glacis till 
they should come opposite the hills nbove-mentionccl. 
They ought then to possess themselves of 11 square 
and II round work in the glacis, by turning them by 
the covert way. 'rhey ought to be provided with 
fuscines to fill a part of the ditch, and they might 
escnlnde the outer wall, taking care to cnrry OYcr 
some !ndders for the purpose of escalacling the 
inner wo.11. · 
. ' After hnving got within the outer wo.11, they 
should turn to their left, and proceed to a tank 
between the two wa,lls. Along the back of this 
tank it is said there is 11. passnge_ over the inner 
ditch to o. gntewny. At this ga,tew11y the wall is 
not more thnn twenty feet high, nnd might easily be 
cscnlnded. This pnssage is represented as being an 
aquecluct from the tank outside, on the north-west 
angle of the fort, into the body of the pluce. There 
is n po.ssage for water from this tnnk through the 
g!o.cis, o.nd it is probable that it leads over both the 
ditches. 

' At the so.me time thnt this attack should be 
run.de, another ought to be directed o.gainst the gatc
wny, which is on the south-ea.st face. 

, There 11,re other gates. The party which should 
proceed on this o.ttnck might also get und_er the 
glacis, by the bo.ck of the tank 11bovc-rucnt1oucd ; 
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only it should proceed o.long the northern face o.nd 
round to the gateway by that route. After blowing 
open the gates in the outer wall, it is said that the 
inner wall, near its gate, is not more than twenty 
feet high. 'rhis party ought also to be provided 
with scaling ladders. 

' If the attack should fail, or if, from o.ny reason, 
it should be thought advisable to o.ttack the place 
regularly, and to effect a brench in the wnlls, the 
only mode of doing this is by erecting the brenching 
battery on the crest of the glacis. The face to be 
attacked will be the same. 

• The troops would establish themselves under the 
glacis, and in the round and square works within it, 
o.s I hnve above recommended. These works would 
be excellent flanks to the trenches under the glacis. 
The troops would have to work back to the hills 
above-mentioned, on which. the Bhow's batteries 
were erected in the last war ; and at which would, 
of course, be collected the reserve for the trenches. 

' Having by one of these modes got possession of 
Darwar, but particularly if by nssnult, all the other 
places in the country would fall of course. The 
first object would be to establish a garrison and the 
depots in that plnce. 

' The garrison, &c., might be moved forward from 
Hullihall, which ought still to be held by a small 
force, as a post of communication with the sea 
coast. The enemy should then be driven across the 
Malpoorba, and the country between the rivers 
should be cleared entirely. 

' Boats should be made o.nd prepared, and the 
army should cross the Mnlpoorba between Doodwaur 
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and Moorgoor. A post should be established on the 
river for the care of the boats. 

' The river Malpoorba is more rapid thnn the 
W erdah or the Toombuddra, is more liable to rise 
and fall suddenly, and therefore the enemy would 
be more likely to return from the country between 
that river and the Gulpurba, than from that between 
the Malpoorb11 and the Werd11h. The only plo.ce 
which on this route is worthy of attention is Belgo.on ; 
this pluce has a wet ditch, but I 11m informed th11t 
it is dry in parts, and that the place is otherwise 
liable to be taken by assault. Belgaon lies to the 
westward of the high road to the Kistno., and is 
situated in a 1ice country. It might be possible to 
draw supplies from this country ; ond, with this 
view, it might be desirable to ho.ve 11, garrison of 
British troops in Belgaon, otherwise it will be useless. 

• The fort of Bado.my, which is esteemed.of some 
strenrrth, lies north of the Malpoorbo., but o.bout 
seventy or eighty miles from the ro11d to the Kistn11. 
Unless it wns found that the enemy hung 11,bout this 
fort, it would be better not to lose any time in going 
to attack it, until they 11re all driven across the 
Kistn11, If they hang about Bado.my, it must be 
11tt11cked. B11damy ought, more properly, to be 
c11lled two forts than one. There are two forts on 
two separate hllls, and o. fortified pettuh between 
them. It appears to me that the hill forts might 
be taken by storm, by approaching them from the 
westward. 

' After the enemy should have been driven across 
the Gulpurbo., this river ought to be crossed in the 
s11me m11nner ns the Malpoorb11,, somewhere nc11r 



240 MYSORE. [App. 

Gokauk, and 11 post ought to be est11blished 
upon it. ' 

• Jan., 1801.-Since the commencement of this 
memorandum was written, the Company have got 
possession of the countries to the southward of the 
Toombuddrn, which river has become their northern 
boundary ; and it ro11y, perhnps, be thought that the 
plan of operntions, in case of o. wnr with the Mnh
rnttns, ought to be altered. There nre severnl 
reasons, however, for which they should continue to 
be the snme. 

• 1st. The tre11tics by which the countries to the 
southward of the Toombuddro. have been ceded to 
the Company, hnve allied it more closely with the 
Nizo.m, whose interests now appear to be insep11rnble 
from those of the Company. The quarrel of the 
Company, therefore, with the Mahr11ttns, which 
might create 11 necessity for nny military operations, 
will equally involve the Nizam ; and it will be 
necessary that measures should be taken, either by 
himself or by the Company, to defend the Doonb 
from the incursions of the l\fohrattas. 

' 2ndly. The defence of the Dooab will provide 
for th11t of the ceded districts, which tlrnt country 
covers entirely. If the ~izo.m's army is collected 
at Copo.ul, nnd Moodgul 1s occupied with strength 
it would b_e impo~sible for the 1fohratta army t~ 
make 11ny 1mpress10n of consequence on the Doonb, 
or to penetrnte the ~eded countries iu any strength. 
It rnny be a quest10n whether, when the British 
army should cross the Toorobuddrn at Ilurryhur 
the a!"?JY of the Nizo.m s~oul? not immediately cros~ 
the h.1stno., nm! guard his Highness's frontier to the 
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northw11rd of th11t river, if they should not operate 
offensively upon the enemy. At all events, they 
ought to cross the Kistna as soon as the Muhrattus 
bco-in to retire from the countries to the southward 
of

0

thc rivers which fall into the Kistna. But it 
1110,y be said, 11s the Company ha.ve now crot pos
session of extensive countries immediately to the 
southwnrd of the Toombuddra, and in the ncio·h
bourhood of the 11'.fohrnttn territory, they oun-ht° to 
curry on their operations from thence, and

0

lenve 
:Mysore to its own defence. 

' There arc several objections to this measure, 
which I will det11il. 

' 1st. Mysore is very defenceless towards the 
1\fohratt11 territory ; a body of 1\fohratta. hors'e 
would ovc1TUn the whole of the rich province of 
Bcdnorc, would plunder Bcdnore itself, nnd might 
push their derns~ations to within sixty miles of 
Scringal?atam, without the chance of danger or 
molcstnt1on. 

• 2ndly. They would immcdi11tcly connect them
selves, and 11ct in co-operation with the Polygars 
alono- the range of the vVestcrn Gh:iuts, as for as 
Koo~rr ; and probably the provinces of 1\Inlabar and 
Cann;a would be the scene of their intrigues, and 
the Company's dependants in those provinces woul<l 
take arms. 

' 3rdly. The countries into which they would 
thus push themselves arc those from which supplies 
of rice for the army must be drawn when it enters 
the 1\fohratta territory ; and this ri;e must come by 
the road of which the enemy would bnvc possession. 

• 4thly. The first step to be taken, nftcr crossing 
VOL. IV. n 
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the Toombuddra (suppose at Anagoondy), would be 
to clenr out the countries beyond the W erdah of the 
detachments of the enemy which would ha.ve entered 
them, and thus much va,luable time would be lost. 
Therefore, there is· no doubt buL tha,t it would be 
best to assemble the troops at once at Chittledroog, 
and to cross them quickly over the Toombuddra. at 
Hurryhur, by which measure II stop will be irnmc
clintcly put to the opora.tions of the enemy in that 
quarter. ' . 

• In ca.so it should be determined to enter the 
enemy's country by Ana.goondy a,nd Copa.ul, either 
with the whole British a.rmy, le11ving Mysore de
fenceless, or with the Nizam's army in co-operation 
with the British troops collected in Mysore, the 
first place of consequence which will be met with is 
DUilllllul. This is a stone fort, the walls of which 
are nbove thirty-five feet high, with a dry ditch of 
unequal depth. On the south and west sides there 
is II flank of II tank, und some rough ground nnd 
buildings which give cover to the near approach of 
a body of troops. In the centre nearly of the south 
side there is an old gateway, now blocked up, where 
the place may be escaladed with case. There is a, 
trench cut across the road that used to lead to the 
gate, which, however, may be easily passed. The 
gateway also, on the north face leading to the 
pettah, may be attacked with advantage. 

'The_road from Dummul to Hoobly and Darwar 
is good m dry weather ; but during the heavy rains 
it is impassable, as there are about twenty wiles of 
the black cotton soil which I have above mentioned. 

' If the rains should be heavy, the best roud for 
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a bocly of troops, murching from Dummul to Darwnr, 
woulcl be by Sirhitty, Luckmnisir, nnd Suvnnore, 
nncl nlong the Sooncln hills. 

' Kooshgul lies not far from the direct road from 
Dummul, by Hoobly to Dnrwar. This pince is 
strong from its situation and its works. It is situ
ated iµ the middle of a plnin of cotton ground. 
There is no water within several miles of it for the 
supply of an army ; and it is sw-rotmdcd by two 
walls, two ditches, a covert way, nnd glncis. The 
ditches, however, though deep, nre very narrow, nnd 
might easily be filled up, particuforly that one in the 
.,Jacis. On the east side of the south face there is 
~ clam of some wnter across the outer clitch, over 
which it would be very practicable to pass ; und it 
appeared to me that it would be most easy to assault 
the inner fort on the same side. It is to be rccol
lectecl, however, that after having passed the outer 
ditch in the glacis, the assailants would hnve to pass 
into the covert way, nn inner ditch, the outer wall, 
and afterwards the inner wall, to parts of which 
there is no ditch. 

' It is clear that this place can be taken by a coup-
, de-main, and probably in no other manner ; but I 
strongly recommend that it should be avoided if 
possible, and that its foll should be considered as 
dependent upon thnt of Dnrwur. 

'ARTHUR ,VELLESLEY.' 

n2 
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Major General tlte Hon. A. Wellesley to Lieza.-Colonet 
Close, Resident at Poonall. 

'Cnmp nt Sangwce, 17th July, 1803. 
'Sir,-1 have had the honour of receiving your let

ter of the 15th instant, inclosing the copy of one which 
vou had written to Lieut.-Colonel Collins on that day. 
· ' ·when I heard the report that the northern Mah
mtta chiefs intended to confcderntc, for the purpose 
of obstructing the Treaty of Bassein between the 
Honomblc Company autl his Highness the Peshwah, 
I was of opinion that it was necessary for the British 
Government to lose no time in bringing those chiefs 
to a decision whether there should be peace or war, 
and in obliging each of them to place his troops in 
their ordinary position. 

' The grollllds of this opinion were, that two of 
the chiefs at least were in a state of determined and 
inveterate hostility against each other, which it 
would require time to pacify. The season in which 
the rivers fill wns approaching, during which the 
Mahratta armies find it difficult to carry on opera
tions ; and some of the most vnluablc of tbc terri
tories belonging to Dowlut Rao Scintlia would be 
exposed to om· nttacks. On the other hancl, the 
rivers _woul~ eo~·er the territories of the Company and 
of thmr aJhes, 111 a great degree, from the incursions 
of the Mahratta horse, and would protect our convoys. 

'The most proper time, therefore, to press Dow
Jut Rao Scindinh to decide whether he would remain 
at pence with the Company, and to induce him to 
withdraw his nrmy to llindostan, as the only proof 
which he coul(l give of his pacific intentions, would 
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h~vc been iu the month of l\fay ; and as it appears 
tlmt the peace between that chief and J eswunt Rao 
Holkar is not yet concluded, and at all events that 
Holkar is not yet united in councils with Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar, it is very probable that if 
Scindiah had been obliged to decide between peace 
and immediate hostility, he ,vould have found him
sclfunder the necessity of adopting the former alter
native. Since that period, six weeks of valuable 
time have elapsed ; during which some progress 
must have been made in pacifying the hostility 
between Scindiah and Holkar, and in uniting their 
councils. \Ve have gained nothing, on the contrary, 
we have consumed our resources, and the supposed 
enemy is nearer to the frontier which we have to 
defend than he was. But still, to bring the ques
tion of peace or war to an immediate issue is 
attended with many advantages. It is certain that 
the councils of the r.hiefs arc not yet united. Hol
ka.r's army is to the northward of the Taptee ; and 
supposing him to be inclinc<l to hostility with the 
Company, which I think there is reasou to <loubt, it 
is not possible that he can bring his forces to co
operate with those of Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Bcrar for a length of time. The swelling of the 
rivers still exposes to an attack many valuable points 
in Scindinh's possession, and protects the territories 
of the Company and those of their allies, and the 
convoys going to the British armies. 

• It is obvious, however, that every day's delay 
to bring Scindinh to a decision, and to force hi~ to 
give the only proof of his pacific intentions, depnves 
us of part of thcsCJ advantages ; and therefore no 
time should be lost. 
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, The declnrntions which hnve been drawn from 
Dowlut Rno Scindinh and the Rajah of Bcrnr, in 
their letters to the Governor General, are favourable, 
so for us they deprive those chiefs of their favourite 
pretence of hostility, viz., the injury they appre
hended from the treaty of Bassein. They prove 
also most clearly, that the chiefs are aware of the 
disadmntages under which they ,vill lnhour by the 
immediate commencement of hostilities. 

' According to these sentiments, and finding by 
your letter of the 10th instant that you agreed in 
~pinion with me, I wrote to Dowlut Rao Scindiah o. 
letter; a copy and translation of which have been 
already transmitted to you, and one to Lieutenant
Colonel Collins, of which also you have II copy. You 
will obscrre that in the former I have apprised Dow
Int Rao Seindi11h of my intention to take ndvcmtage 
of the position of the Company's troops to attack his 
possessions, if he should advance one step towards 
the Nizam's frontier after the receipt of my letter ; 
or if I found that he did not withclro.w his troops to 
their usual stations north of the river N erbudda. 

' I have not fixed when he should withdmw : First, 
because I wis~ ~~ kce~ in my own breast the period 
at which hostihtics ·will be commenced ; by which 
advantage it becomes more probable that I shall 
s~rike the first blow, if I should find hostile opern, 
t1ons to be nccess_nry: ~econdly, there is every 
reason to expect mstruct10ns from the Governor
Genernl, applicable to the present situation of affairs 
in India, ~swell as in Europe. His Excellency must 
ha\'C received by the 20th of June the despatches 
from England of the month of March, the intelli
gence of rny mnrch from Poonu.h, of the state of 
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affairs at the Peshwah's durbar at that period, and 
of the state of the negotiation with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah in the end of May. Excepting that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar have made a 
pacific declaration, the sincerity of which must be 
doubted as long as their actions are not comformablc 
thereto ; that those chiefs have approached nearer 
to the Nizam's frontier; that more progress has 
been made in effecting the pacification between 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Holkar, and more of the 
resources of the British troops have been consumed, 
-circumstances are nearly in the state in which 
they were at the period of which the GoYemor
General then received accounts. 

' By a,·oiding to fix a day on which Scincliah must 
retire, I have it in my power to alter my course of 
action, in conformity to these instructions, in case 
that measure should be necessary. 

' I have the honow· to be, &c. 
'ARTIIUR vVELLESLEY.' 

Jlfajor General tlw Hon. A. 1'Vellcsley to his Excellency 
General Lake. 

' Camp nt Snogwcc on the Sccnah, 
'29th July, 1803. 

'Sir,-You will have received copies of the instruc
tions of his Excellency the Governor-General ad
dressed to me on the 26th and 27th ultimo, by 
which you will have been made acquainted with the 
means by which his Excellency proposed to bring to 
a dose the important questions at present depending 
with the northern Mnhratta chiefs. 

• I had long been of opinion that the only mode Ly 
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which those questions could be brought to 11 close 
was to urge forward the decision whether there 
should be, peace or war. Th.is opinion was founded 
upon the knowledge I had that the territories of the 
Company and the all.ies would be protected, during 
the monsoon, by the temporary swelling of the rivers 
which rise in the ·western Ghauts; that several im
portnnt points in the territories of orn· enemies were 
exposed to our nttncks during the snmc period ; nud 
thnt from the nature of their troops o.nd mode of 
warfare compared with ours, that sen.son wns most 
unfavolll'able to their opera.tions, o.nd, although incon
venient in some respects, most favourable to orn·s. 
As soon, therefore, as I received the Governor
General's instrnctions of the 26th June, I wrote to 
Colonel Collins to desire that he would call upon 
Dowlut Rao Scind.iah and the Rajah of Bernr to 
separate their armies, and retire to their own ten-i
tories from the position which they had tnkcn up 
contiguous to the Niznm's frontier, nnd to withdrnw 
from their cnmp if he should find them disinclined 
to attend to this requisition. I hud previously 
written to Dowlut Rao Scindiuh upon this subject, 
and hnd given him every assurance which he had 
required in his different conferences with Colonel 
Collins upon points which he stated that he enter
tained doubts ; and from the result of cl.ifferent 
c,an~erc,nces ~etwcen Scindiah's ministers and Colonel 
Co!lrn~ s native serv~nts, I am induced to hope that 
Scmd1ah and the RuJ11h of Berar will retire to their 
respective territories. In one in particular which 
Colonel Collins's moonshce ho.d with s'cindiuh's 
ministers on the 24th, it nppe11red tlmt he w11s not 
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confident in the strength and power of the confe
derates to contend with the British Government, 
although he hnd uccn the person most anxious to 
form the confederacy ; and he appeared to prefer 
the disgrace and advantage of a retreat at the pre
sent moment, of the extent of which he was perfectly 
aware, to the risk to be incw·red in a contest with 
the British Govemmcnt. 

• But although the confederates may promise to 
break up and retire, it will not answer to allow them 
to delay that measw·e : particularly as, if they 
shouJd not be sincere in their intentions to perform 
their promise, we shall lose the advantages which 
we now hold. I have, therefore, this day written to 
Colonel Collins to desire that he will write to apprise 
them, that if they do not separate and retire to thGir 
own territories on the day after they receive that 
letter, I shall commence operations in this quarter ; 
and that I should acquaint your Excellency, and the 
officer commanding the troops in the Gnnjam dis
trict, of this my intention, and of the circumstances 
which hnd occasioned it. 

' The troops under my command are stationed as 
follows :-the Nizo.m's army, including the subsi- _ 
diary force, arc posted at Aurungabad, north of the 
river Godavery. The corps under my immediate 
conrnrnud, including about 3000 l\fahratta horse, and 
2000 excellent horse belonging to the Rajah of 
l\iysore, are at Snngwce upon the Secnah, about 
twenty miles south-eastward from Ahmednuggur, in 
,.,hi.ch fort there is a garrison belonging to· Scindiah: 
there arc two battalions of native infantry, under the 
co111ni::1,ntl of Colonel 1\-Iurray, at Poonah. 
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• In the present season it is impossible for the 
enemy to make nny impression on Gnzerat ; but 
since the troops in th11t province h11ve been plnced 
under my command, I have not been able to get n 
return of their number or disposition. I know, how
ever, that the fort of Songhur, which is contiguous 
to the princip11l entrance into Guzcro.t, south of the 
Tnptee, is occupied by our troops ; and that 11 corps 
is in readiness in Guzcrat north of the Ncrbudda, to 
commence operations agninst Bnronch, in which place 
there is a garrison belonging to Scindiah. 

' The enemy is posted in the following manner. 
The whole of Ilolknr's army is to the northward of 
the river Taptee ; his troops arc in the greatest 
distress, and I am informed that he has repeatedly 
refused to join Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

' Scincliah is encamped at J ulgong, with 18,000 
horse, 11 bnttalions of infantry, and 150 guns. The 
Rajah of Berar has likewise 20,000 horse, 6000 
infantry, and 40 guns. J ulgong is in the rear of 
the A<ljuntcc pass, near the Nizam's tcrritoric.s. 

' Scindiah has an a<lvnncecl corps of a few thou
sand horse in the Adjuntee hills. 

' My plan of operations! in cnsc of hostilities, is 
to atta~k Ahme~nuggur with my own corps, by the 
possess10n of winch place I shall secure the commu
ni?ation with Poonnh and Bombny, nnd keep the 
N1za?1's nrmy upon the defensive upon his Highness's 
frontier. When I eh11ll hnve finished that operation, 
and ham crossed the Godnvery, I shall then, if 
possible, bring the enemy to action . 

. ' As the p~sses through the Adjuntce hills arc 
chfficult, part1cularly for the large quantities of 



App.] 1'1AIIIL\TTA WAR. 251 

artillery wl1ich the enemy have, it is probable that 
Colonel Stevenson may be able to succeed in pre
venting them from deploying their force on this side 
of the hills till I shall have joined him. If he should 
not, he is strong enough to defend himself, nnd the 
enemy will find it very difficult to pass through the 
hills again after I shnll have crossed the Godavcry. 

• The corps in Guzcrat will attack Bnroach, nnd 
after having got possession of that place, I intend 
that the troops in that province should be collected 
as fast as circumstances may render necessary. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 
'AnTIIUH ,VELLESLEL' 

Memorandum. 
'6th Aug-ust, 1803. 

• His Highness the Pcshwah, Bajce Rao, haying 
been obliged to quit his capital, concluded at Bassein 
with the Honourable Company 11 trenty, by which 
the British government bound itself to defend his 
Hicrlmess, his rights and interests, against all who 
slH~uld attack him. 

• The contracting parties had 11 full right to enter 
into this treaty, which is purely defensive ; nnd it 
contains an express stipulation that the· British 
troops shall not be employed to attack the great 
:M11hrntt11 jaghircdars, unless they should first com
mit hostilities against the nllics. 

• Dowlut Rao Scindiah called upon the British 
government to girn assistance to the Peshwah to 
recover his musnu<l: subsequently, when informed 
that the relations between the Honourable Company 
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nnd Pundit Purdhnun hnd been improved, he ex
pressed his satisfaction nt thnt event ; nnd he 
dcclnrcd, on the 2nd of Mnrch, to the British 
Resident in his camp, in his pu~lic durbar, in the 
most fonnnl manner, that he had no intention to 
obstruct the execution of the treaty of Bassein, or 
to commit hostilities against the British government 
or its nllics. 

'Notwithsto.ncling this deelo.ro.ti,;m, accounts 
renched the British government, from vnrious 
qunrters, stating thnt Dowlut Ro.o Scinclio.h bo.d 
combined with the Rrijnh of Bernr, nnd with other 
chiefs, for the purpose of hostility ogninst the British 
government o.nd its allies. 

' The treaty of Bnssein was eommunicnted to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 27th of Mny; nnd thnt 
chief was called upon to state his objections to it, if 
he had nay. He wns nlso desired to make known 
the object of his negotiations with the Rnjo.h of 
Bernr nnd other chiefs ; o.ncl wo.s called upon to 
retire with his troops to their usno.l sto.tions, if bis 
designs were not hostile to the British government 
or its allies. 

' In nuswcr, Dowlut Ro.o Scindinh declared to the 
British Resident, tbnt until he hnd 11 meeting with 
the Rnjnh of Berm·, he could not decide whether 
there should be "pence or war ; " but thnt the 
British Resident should be made acquainted with 
the determination of the united chiefs, as soon 11s 
their meeting should tnke pince. 

' The chiefs met in the neighbourhood of Mulko.
poor, on the 3rd of June; o.nd from thnt dny, not
withstanding thnt the defcnsi\'C o.ncl innocent nature 
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of the trenty of Bnssein wns repeatedly explninerl to 
them, nnd tlmt they lmcl never stnted the smallest 
objection to it, they evaded to give nny 11nswer to 
the just denmnds of the British government till the 
8th of July. 

• Both Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rnjnh of 
Bernr then dech1red, that they had no intentions to 
11tt11ck the Compnny or their nllics, or to obstruct 
the execution of the trc11ty of Bnsscin, proYiclcd the 
1-Ionournble Company woulcl not prevent the execu
tion of the trenties subsisting between his Highness 
the Peshwnh 11nd those chiefs : they still, however. 
manifested an intention of ndrnnciug townrcls the 
frontier of his Highness the Niznm, nnd of remain
ing with their troops in n station contiguous to his 
Highness's bouncl11ry. 

• Major-General Wellesley, therefore, on the 14th 
of July, wrote n letter to Dowlut Rno Scinclinh, in 
which he 11pprised thnt chief, thnt he could not con
sider his nctious to be consistent with his declnrn
tions, if he clicl not sepnrnte his troops from those of 
the Rojnh of Bernr, 1111d if both chiefs <lid not rctiro 
with their troops to the st11tions they usually occu
pied. Ile promised that the British troops shouM 
also retire to their usu11I st11tions, when the united 
chiefs should hnve retired: but be informed them, 
that if Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rnjnh of Bernr 
should remain with their troops in the neighbourhood 
of the Nizam's frontier, l\fojor-Gencrul Wellesley 
would be obliged to take ndvnntage of the positions 
which the British troops hncl taken up, to ~Unck 
their possessions; an eYent which he most nnx10usly 
dcprecntcd. 
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, Major Genernl Wellesley at the same tiwe 
declared to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, " that it was not 
consistent with the treaty of Bassein, or the princi
ples of the British government, to support nny 
power in the breach of 11 treaty ; " and, therefore, 
he might be satisfied regarding the treaties between 
the Peshwah and his government. 

' Dowlut Rao Scindia.h and the Rnjnh of Bcrtn, 
have declared themselves to be satisfied with this 
declaration ; a.nd the former acquiescecl in the jus
tice of the demand of Ma.jor-Genera.l Wellesley, 
that he should retire with his troops to the sta.tions 
which they usually occupy ; but instead of retiring 
with their troops, these Chiefs have persevered to 
retain the position which they took up for the pur
poses of hostility against the British government 
and their allies, and they have written letters to 
propose to l\fojor-Generul Wellesley that he should 
withdraw to Madras, Seringa.patam, and Bombay, 
the troops which had been assembled for the purpose 
of repelling their aggressions, and of defending the 
rights and territories of the allies; while they should 
keep their troops united in the neighbourhood of the 
Nizam's frontier, and in readiness to ta.ke a.clvantarre 
of the absence of the troops of the British gover":i.
ment and its a.llies, to carry into execution their 
hostile designs. , 

'Major-General Wellesley offered to Dowlut Ra.o 
Scindiah_ and the Ilajah of Berur, peace on terms 
of equality, nnd honourable to all parties : they 
have preferred war, and they alone must be consi
dered responsible for the consequences. 

'Under these c1rewnsta.nces Major-Genera.l ,Vcl-
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lesley is obliged to commence operations against 
them, in order to secure tho interests of the British 
goverument and its allies.' 

~lllajor General the llon. A. "fVellesley to the Govemor 
Ge11eral, 

'C3mp nt Assyc, 24th September, 1003. 
• l\Iy Lord,-1 wns joined by Major Ilill with the 

last of tho convoys expected from tho river Kistua, 
on tho 18th ; nud on the 20th was enabled to move 
forward towards the enemy, who had been joined in 
tho ·course of tho lust seven or eight days by the 
infantry under Colonel Pohlman, by that belonging 
to Begum Sumroo, nnd by nnother brigade of infan
try, the name of whose commander* I have not 
ascertained. The enemy's armywas collected about 
Bokerdun, and between that place and J affierabnd. 

'I was near Colonel Stevenson's corps on the 
21st, and had II conference with that officer, in 
which we concerted II plnn to attack tho enemy's 
nrmy with the divisions under our commnucl on the 
24th in tho morning; and we marched 011 tho 2211d, 
Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and I by 
tho eastern route rouud the hills between Buclnapoor 
a11d J ulna. 

' On the 23rd I arrived at Naulniah, and there 
received a report that Scindiah and tho Rajah of 
Bcrar had moved off in the mornin(l' with their 
cavalry, and that the infantry were ab;'ut to follow, 
but were still in camp at the <listancc of nbont six 
miles from the ground on which I had intended to 

• 111. Dupont. 



256 ASSYE, [App. 

encamp. It wns obvious that the attack was no 
lonrrer to be delayetl ; nnd ha,ing provided for the 
scc~rity of my baggage and stores at Naulniah, I 
marched on to attack the enemy. 

'I found the whole combinetl nrmy of Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Bcrar encamped on the bnnk of 
the Kaitna river, nearly on the ground which I had 
been informed that they occupied. Their right, which 
consisted entirely of cavalry, was about Bokcnluu, 
and extended to their corps of infantry, which were 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Assye. Although 
I came first in front of their right, I determined to 
attack their left, as the defeat of their corps of 
infantrv was most likely to be effectual; accorclinrrly 
I mnr~hed round to their left flank, covering th"e 
march of the column of infantry by the British 
ca,-alry in the rear, and by the Mahrntta and 
Mysore cavalry on the right flank. 

' We passed the river Kaitna at a ford beyond 
the enemy's left fla.nk, and I formecl the infantry 
immedintely in two lines, with the British cnvnlry 
ns a reserve in a third, in an open space between 
that river and a nullah running pamllel to it. The 
Mo.hratta and Mysore cavalry occupied the grouncl 
beyond the Kaitna on our left flank, and kept in 
check o. lnrge body of the enemy's C'avalry which 
had followed our march from the rio-ht of their own 

•. b 
pos1hon. 

' The enemy bad altered the position of their 
infantry previous to our attack: it was no longer, 
as at first, along the Ko.itna; but extended from that 
river across to the village of Assye upon the nullah, 
which w!ls upon our right. vVe att!lcked them imme-



1 i98.] ASSYE. 257 

diately and the troops. advanced under o. very hot fire 
from cannon, the execution of which was terrible. 
'l'he piquets of the infantry and the 7 4th regi
ment, which were on the right of the first o.nd 
second lines, suffered particuforly from the fire of 
the guns on the left of the enemy's position nenr 
Assye. The enemy's cavo.lry also mo.de an attempt 
to charge the 7 4th regiment at the moment when 
they were most exposed to this fire, but they were 
cut up by the British cavalry, which moved on at 
that moment. At length the enemy's line gave 
way in all directions, o.nd the British cavalry cut in 
among their b1·oken infantry ; but some of their 
corps went off in good order, o.nd o. fire was kept up 
on our troops from many of the guns from which the 
enemy had been first_ driven, by individno.ls whCI 
had been po.ssed by the line under the supposition 
that they were dead. 

• Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell; with the British 
cavalry, charged one large body of infantry, ,vhich 
had retired o.nd was formed again, in which operation 
he was killed ; and some time elapsed before we 
could put an end to the straggling fire, which was 
kept np by individuals from the guns from which 
the enemy were driven. The enemy's cavalry also, 
which had been hovering round us throughout the 
action, were still near us. At length, when the 
last-formed body of infantry gave way, the whole 
went· off, and left in our hands ninety pieces of 
cannon. 

' The victory, which was cert11inly complete, has, 
huwever, cost us dear. Your Excellency will per
ceive by the iuclosed return, that our loss in officers 

VOL. IV. S 
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and men has been very great ; and in that of Lieu
tenant-Colonel Maxwell and other officers, whose 
names are therein included, greatly to be regretted. 
I cannot write in too strong terms of the conduct 
of the troops: they advanced in the best order, and 
with the greatest steadiness, under a most de
structive fire, against o. body of infantry for superior 
in number, who appeared determined to contend 
with them to tho last, and who were driven from 
their guns only by the bayonet ; nnd notwithstcmding 
the numbers of the enemy's cavalry, and the 
repeated demonstrations they mo.de ?f an intention 
to charge, they were kept at a distance by our 
info.atry. 

' I am particularly indebted to Lieutenant
Colonel Ho.mess and Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, 
for the manner in which they conducted their bri
gades ; and to all the officers of the staff for the 
assistance, I received from them. The officers com
manding brigades, nearly all those of the staff, and 
the mounted officers of tho infantry, had their horses 
shot under them. 

• I have also to draw your Excellency's notice to
the conduct of the cavalry conducted by Lieuteuant
Coloncl Maxwell, particularly that of the 19th 
dragoons. 

' The enemy are gone off towards the Adjuntee 
Ghaut, and I propose to follow them, as soon as I can 
place my captured guns and wounded in security. 

' Colonel Stev~nson_ arrived this morning at 
Bokerdun, and I 1magme that he will be here this 
evening. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 
• AnTuua vVELLESLEY.' 
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Mem<>ranaum on tl1e Battle of Assye. 
Subsequently transmitted. 

' 1. The informo.tion which we obtain regarding 
the position of a11 enemy whom we intend to attack, 
is in general very imperfect. \Ve cannot send out 
natives in the Company's service, who, from long 
habit, might be able to give an accurate account, 
been.use they, being inhabitants of the Co.rno.tic, or 
Mysore, arc as well known in this part of the 
country as if they were Europeans ; and we cannot 
view their positions ourselves, till we can bring up 
the main body of our armies, because the enemy 
are always surrounded by immense bodies of horse. 
The consequence is, that we are obliged to employ 
as hircarrahs the natives of the country, and to 
trust to their reports. 

, 2. All the hircarrahs reported that the enemy's 
camp, which I had concerted with Colonel Steven
son to attack, was at Bokerdun. 

, I was to ntta.ck their left, where we knew the 
infantry was posted ; and Colonel Stevenson their 
right. 

• Their co.mp, however, instead of being o.t Boker-
dun, hnd its right to tlmt villo.ge, and extendecl 
above six miles to Assye, where was its left ; it was 
all in the district of Bokerdun, which wo.s the cause 
of the misto.ke. 

' 3. My mo.rch of the 23rd was so directed, as 
that I should be within twelve or fourteen miles of 
the enemy's camp on tho.t day, which I supposed to 
be at Bokcrdun. Instead of that, b_y the extension 
of their line to the eastward, I found myself within 

s 2 
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six miles of them. I there received intelligence 
that they were going off; at all events, whether 
they were a.bout to go or to stay, I must hnve recon
noitred. I could not have reconnoitred without 
to.king the whole of my small force ; nnd when I 
got near them, it would have. been difficult, if not 
impossible, to retire in front of their numerous 
cnvalry. But I determ.ined tp a.tto.ck them, us I 
really believed the intelligence I received ut Nn.ul
nio.h to be tl'.lle, 

• 4. When I folll1d the intelljgence I r_eceived at 
Naulniah was false, tho.t. I ho.d t_heir whole army in 
my front, and that they had a most formidable 

-position, three. or fo~ times my number of infantry. 
only, and a vast quantity of cannon, I deliberated 
whether I should withdraw, o.nd attack on the fol
lowing morning according to the plan. 

' 5. The consequence of my withdrawing would 
have been, that I should have been followed to 
No.ulniuh by their cn.vo.lry, und possibly should have 
found it difficult to get there. They would have 
hurussed me o.11 thut day ; and us I had only ground 
fortified by myself to secure my bugguge in, it wus 
ten to one whether I should not have lost a part of 
it during the attack on the following morning ; und 
at all events, I should have been oblicrcd to leave 
more thn.n one battalion to secure it. 

0 

' During the attack of the 23rd, the enemy did not 
know where the buggngc waa ; a.nd although it wa.s 
so close to them, they never went near it. 

• 6. Besides this, on the other hand, there was a 
chance, indeed a. certainty, that the enemy would 
hear tho.t Coloucl Stevenson also would move upon 



App.] ASSYE, 261 

them on the 24th, and would withdraw their infan
try and guns in the night. 

' I therefore determined to make the attack. 
' 7. The plan concerted, you will observe, foiled ; 

from the deficiency of our information regarding the 
enemy's position, and consequently my coming too 
near them on the 23rd with my camp, baggage, &c. 

' 8. The enemy's first position was as shown in 
the plan. . 

' The Knitna is a river with steep banks, impnss
·able for carriages everywhere, excepting at Pepul
gaon and Warsor. I determined, from the ground 
on which the cavalry was first formed, to attack the 
enemy's left flank and rear, and to cross the river at 
Pepulgaon. 

• I intended at that time to throw my right up to 
Assye. 

, 9. For a length of time they did not see my 
infantry, or discover my design. When they did 
discover it, they altered their position, and threw 
their left up to Assye, and formed across the ground 
between the Knitna and Assye; but in more than 
one line. Luckily, they did not occ11py the ford at 
Pepulgaon : if they had, I must have gone lower 
down ; and possibly I should have been obliged to 
make a road across the river, which would have 
taken so much ti.me, that I should not have had 
day enough for the attack. 

• 10. When I saw that they had got their left to 
Assye, I altered my plan ; and determined to mn
ncnuvre by my left, and push the enemy upon the 
nullo.h, knowing that the village of Assye must fall 
when the right should be bent. 
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, Orders were given nccordingly. 
• 11. However, by one of those unlucky accidents 

which frequently happen, the officer commnnding the 
piquets, which were upon the right, led immodiutely 
up to the village of Assyo : the 7 4th regiment which 
were on the right of the second lino, nnd were 
ordered to support tho piquots, followed them. 

' There was n la.rge break in our line between 
these corps nnd those on the left. They were 
exposed to n most terrible ennnonnde from Assye, 
and were charged by the cnvnlry belonging to the 
campoos ; consoq~ently, in the piquets nnd the 7 4th 
regiment we sustamed the grentest pnrt of our loss. 

, One company of the piquets, of one officer nnd 
50 rank and file, lost one officer and 44 rank nnd 
file. This company belonged to the battalion left at 
Nnulniah. 

• 12. Another bnd consequence resulting from 
this mistake wus, tho necessity of introducing the 
cavnlry into the action at too curly n period. I hnd 
ordered it to watch the motions of the enemy's 
cavalry hanging upon our right ; and luckily, it 
charged in time to save tho remains of tho 7 4th and 
the piquets. It was thus brought into the cannon
ade ; horses and men were lost ; it charged among 
broken infontry an~ separated ; the unity of the 
?ody was los~, and it wus no longer possible to use 
1t, as I had mtended when I placed it in the third 
line, to pursuo uncl cut up the defeutod and broken 
enemy, and thus make the victory still more com
plete than it was. 

' 13. As I had foreseen, the corps nt Assye was 
not defeated till worked upon by the centre nnd lcn 



App.] ASSYE. 263 

of our line, notwithstanding the movement of the 
piquets, the 7 4th, and the cavalry ; and then it went 
off directly, and was cut up. 

• 14. The annexed plan is correct, excepting 
in the following instances : 1st, we came upon 
the enemy farther to the westward-it ought to 
be where I have marked in pencil.· 2ndly, the 
formation of the Muhratta and Mysore horse ought 
to be as I have marked in pencil. 3rdly, our left, 
,vhen we formed and advanced, was nearer the 
Kuitnu ; and the 7 4th was not in an echellon, as 
represented in the plan. 4thly, the enemy had more 
than one line of infantry. 

• N.B. The Juuh river, ornullah, has steep bunks, 
impassable for carriages, scarcely passable for horses. 

•A. "\-V.' 

Major General tlie Hon. A. Wellesley to Lieut. Colonel 
Munro. 

'Camp nt Chcrikain, let NoYcmbcr, 1803. 
, My denr Munro,-As you arc a juclgo of a mili

tary operation, and as I am desirous of having your 
opinion on my side, I um about to give you an 
account of the battle of Assye, in answer to your 
letter of the 19th October, in which I think I shall 
solve all the doubts which must naturally occur to 
any man who looks at that transaction without a. 
sufficient knowledge of the facts. Before you will 
receive this, you will most probably have seen my 
public letter to the ~overnor General regarding the 
action, a copy of wlueh was sent to General Camp
bell. That letter will give you a general out~ine _of 
the facts. Your principal objection to the action 1s, 
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that I detached Colonel Stevenson. The fact is, 
I did not detach Colonel Stevenson. His wns o. 
separate corps, equo.lly strong, if not stronger than 
mine. ,vc were desirous to engnge the enemy ut 
the same time, and settled a plan accordingly for nn 
attack on the morning of the 24th. We separated 
on the 22nd, he to march by the western, I by the 
eastern road, row1d the hills between Budnnpoor nncl 
J alna : nnd I have to observe, that this separation 
was necessary ,-first, because both corps could not 
pass through the same defiles in one day ; secondly, 
because it was to be apprehended, that if we left 
open one of the roads through these hills, the enemy 
might ho.ve passed to the southward while we were 
going to the northward, nnd then the action would 
have been delayed, or probably avoided altogether. 
Colonel Stevenson and I were never more than 
twelve miles distant from each other ; and when I 
moved forwnrd to the action of the 23rd, we were 
not much more than eight miles. As usuo.l, we 
depended for our intelligenco of tho enemy's position 
on the common hircarrahs of the country. Their 
horse were so numerous, that without an army their 
position could not be reconnoitred by an European 
officer ; and even the hircarro.hs in our own service 
who were accustomed to examine and report positions: 
cannot. be employed here, as, being natives of the 
Cnrnat1c, they nre as well known as an European. 

' The hircnrrnhs reported the enemy to be at 
Bokcr<lun. Their right was at Bokerdun, which 
was the principal place in their position, and gave 
the no.me to the. district in which they were on. 
co.mpcd ; but tho1r left, in which was their infantr_v, 
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which I was to attack, was at Assye, about six or 
eight miles from Bokerdun. I directed my mnrch 
so as to be ,\ithin twelve or fow-teen miles of their 
army at Bokerdun, as I thought, on the 23rd. But 
when I arrived at the ground of encampment, I 
found th11t I was not more than five or six miles 
from it. I wns then informed tho.t the eavo.lry had 
mnrchcd, nnd the infantry was nbout to follow, but 
was still on the ground : nt nil events, it was neces
sary to ascertnin these points ; and I could not ven
ture to reconnoitre without my whole force. But I 
believed the report to be true, and I determined to 
attnck the infantry, if it remo.ined still upon the 
ground. I nppriscd Colonel Stevenson of this dc
tcrminntion, nnd desired .him to move forwnrd. Upon 
marching on, I found not only their infantry, but 
their co.valry, encamped in 11, most formidable posi
tion, which, by-the-by, it would ho.ve been impos
sible for me to attack, if, when the infantry changed 
theh· front, they had tnken cnre to occupy the only 
passage there was across the Kaitna. 

• ,v1icn I found their whole army, and contem
plated their position, of course I considered whether 
I should attack immediately, or should delay till the 
following morning. I determined upon the imme
diate attnck, because I saw clearly, that if I 
attempted to retum to my camp at No.ulniah, I 
should have been followed thither by the whole of 
the enemy's co.vnlry, and I might ho.ve suffered 
some loss ; instead of nttackinO', I mio-ht have been 
attacked there in the morning"'; and ~t all events, 
I should ho.vc found it very difficult to secure my 
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baggage, as I did, in any pince so near the enemy's 
camp, in which they should know it wns : I there
fore determined upon the attack immediately. 

' It was certainly a most desperate one, but our 
guns were not silenced. Our bullocks, and the 
people who were employed to draw them, were sl10t, 
and tliey could not all be clmwn on : but some were ; 
and all continued to fire as long as the fire could be 
of nny use. 

' Desperate as the action was, our loss would not 
have exceeded one-half of its present amount if it 
hnd not been for a mistake in the officer who led the 
piquets which were on the right of the first line. 

' ,vhen the enemy changed their position, they 
threw their left to Assye, in which village they had 
some infantry, and it wns surrounded by cannon. 
As soon as I saw that, I directed the officer com
manding the piquets to keep out of shot from that 
village ; instead of that, he led directly upon it : 
the 7 4th, which were on the right of the first line, 
followed the piqucts, nnd tho grcnt loss we sustained 
was in these t1vo bodies. Another evil which re~ 
suited from this mistake, wns the necessity of intro
ducing the cavah-y into the cnnnonacle and the action 
long before it was time ; by which that corps lost 
many men, and its unity nnd efficiency, that I in
tended to bring forward in n close pursuit at the 
heel of the day. But it was necessary to bring for
ward the cavalry to save the remains of the 7 4th, 
nnd the piquets, which would otherwise have been 
destroyed. Another evil resulting from it wns, that 
we had then no reserve left, and n parcel of strng-
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glers cut up our wounded ; nnd straggling infantry, 
who had pretended to be dead, turned their guns 
upon our bncks. 

' After all, notwithstnnding this attack upon 
Assye by our right and the cavalry, no impression 
was made upon the corps collected there, till I made 
a movement upon it with some troops taken from our 
left, after the enemy's right had been defeated ; and 
it would ho.ve been as well to ho.ve left it alone en
tirely till that movement wns made. 

' However, I do not wish to cast nny reflection 
upon the officer who led the piquets. I lament the 
consequences of his mistake, but I must acknowledge 
that it was not possible for a man to lead a body 
into a hotter fire than he did the piquets on that 
day against Assye. 

• After the action, there was no pursuit, because 
our cavalry was not then in a state to pursue. It 
was near dark when the action was over, and we 
passed the night on the field of battle. 

• Colonel Stevenson marched with part of his 
troops as soon as he hcanl tho.t I was about to moye 
forward, and he also moved upon Bokcrdun. He 
did not receive my letter till evening. He got en
tangled in a nullah in the night, and an-ived at 
Bokcrdun, about eight miles from me to the west
ward, at eight in the morning of the 24th. 

' The enemy passed the night of the 23rd nt 
about twelve miles from the field of battle twelrn 
from the Acljuntee Ghaut, nnd eight from B;kcrdun. 
As soon as they heard that Colonel SteYenson was 
advancing to the latter pince, they set off, and never 
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stopped till they had got down the Ghnut, where 
they arrived in the cow·se of the night of the 24th. 
After his difficulties of the night of the 23rd, Colonel 
Stevenson was in no state to follow them, and did 
not do so until the 26th. The reason for which he 
was detained till thnt day was, that I might have 
the benefit of the assistance of his surgeons to dress 
my wounded soldiers, many of whom, after 1111, were 
not dressed for ncnrly n week, for wnnt of the ne
cessary number of medico.I men. I had nlso n long 
and difficult negotiation with the Nizam's sirdars, to 
induce them to admit my wounded into any of the 
Nizam's forts ; and I could not allow them to depart 
until I had settled that point. Besides, I knew that 
the enemy had passed the Ghaut, and that to pursue 
them a day sooner, or a day later, could make no 
difference. Since the battle, Stevenson hns taken 
Burhampoor and Asseerghur. I have defended the 
Nizo.m's ten-itories. They first threatened them 
through the Cnsserbarry Ghant, and I moved to the 
southwurd, to the neighbourhood of Arungabad ; I 
then saw clearly thnt they intended to attempt the 
siege of Asseerghur, and I moved up to the north
ward, nnd descended the Adjuntee Ghant, and 
stopped Seindiah. Stevenson took Asseerghur on the 
21st ; I heard the intelligence on the 24th, and 
that the Rajah of Berar had come to the south with 
an army. I ascended the Ghaut on the 25th, and 
have marched a hundred and twenty miles since, in 
eight days, by whicl1 I have saved all our convoys 
and the Nizam's territories. I have been near the 
Rajah of Berar two days, in the course of which he 
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has marched ih-e times ; and I suspect thnt he is 
now off to his own country, finding thnt he can do 
nothing in this. If that is the case, I shall soon 
begin an offensive operation there. 

• But these exertions, I fear, cannot last ; and 
yet, if they are relaxed, such is the total absence of 
all government and menns of defence in this coun
try, that it must fall. It makes me sick to have 
anything to do with them ; and it is impossible to 
describe their state. Pray exert yourself for Bist
napah Pundit. 

' Believe me, &c. • 
• AnTiu:m WELLESLEY.' 

JJ[aj()l"-General, tll.e Hon. A. Wellesley to tke Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 

' Camp 50 wiles North of .Aruognbad, 
' 3rd Oct. 1803. 

• My dear Henry,-! wrote to you on the 17th of 
September, and since that time I have completely 
defentcd the enemy, and have tnken from them 
ninety-eight pieces of cannon, with their a=unition, 
&c. I inclose a copy of my letter to the Governor 
General on the subject, which will give you un idea 
of the action. 

• I h~ve lit~le to add thereto, excepting to tell you, 
that S~mdi~h B ~rench infantry were for better than 
Tippoo s, his artillery excellent, and his ordnance so 
good, and so well equipped, that it answers for our 
service. ,ve never could use Tippoo's. Our loss is 
grellt, but the action, I believe, was the most severe 
that ever was fought in this country ; nnd I believe 
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such n qunntity of cnnnon, and such ndvo.nto.ges 
hnve seldom been gained by nny single victory in 
any pnrt of the world. The enemy hnd twelve hun
dred men killed on the field of bnttle, and I suppose 
about four times tbnt number wounded. They plun
dered one nnother after the action, and many of their 
troops hnve deserted-the whole ho.ve fled to Bur
ho.mpoor, a.bout eighty miles from hence, in the 
greatest confusion. 

• I lost two horses. Diomed (Colonel Aston's 
horse, who hns carried me in so mnny campaigns) 
piked, and another horse shot under me. Almost 
all the sto.ffhnd their horses either killed or wounded, 
or were struck in some pince or other. 

• In the inclosed letter, I only report ninety 
pieces of cannon tnkcn ; but when I clispntched it, I 
did not know the extent of our go.ins. In fact, I 
believe we took one hundred ancl two, but we de
stroyed some, and there is a mistake respectin"' the 
number ; I know there are ninety-eight. 

0 

• Holkar has hithei:to to.ken no part in the wnr, 
and I fancy tho.t he will now remain neutrnl. 

• I intend to move forward immedintely. I have 
been detnincd hitherto by the difficulty of provicling 
a secure plo.ce for my wounded solcliors ; but I have 
got one o.t Jo.st; Colonel Stevenson, with the Nizam's 
army, is pushing the enemy forwnrd. 

' I am well supplied with everything. I have 
already got some of the enemy's supplies, and I 
have grent hopes thnt I shall get more. 

'Ever your's affectionately, 
'ARTHUR \VELLESLEY.' 
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' Treaty-of Peace between tlte Honourable English India 
Company and tlieir Allies, on the one part, and Senalt 
Salieb Soubalt Ragojee Bltoonslah, on the other; set
tled by Major Genei·al the Hon. A. Wellesley, on the 
part of tlte Honourable Company and tlteir Allies, and 
by Jcsiount Rao Ramchunder, on tlte part of Senalt 
,Sahcb Soubalt Ragojec Bhoonslalt ; who liavc each 
communicated to tl,c otlwr their fiell powers. 

• Dcognum, 17th December, 1803. 
• Art. I .-There shull be perpetuul peuce und 

friendship between the Honouruble Compuny nnd 
their Allies, on the one part, and Seno,h Saheh 
Soubah Ragojee Bhoonslah, on the other. 

• Art. 2.-Senah Saheb Soubah Ragojee Bhoons
lah cedes to the Honourable Company and their 
Allies, in perpetual sovereignty, the province of 
Cutto.ck, including the post and district of Balasore. 

, Art. 3.-He likewise cedes to the Honourable 
Company and their Allies, in perpetual sovereignty, 
all the territories of which he has collected the reve
nues in participation with the Soubah of the Deccan, 
and those of which he may have possession, which 
are to the wcstwurd of the river Wurdu. 

• Art. 4.-It is agreed that the frontier of Senah 
Saheb Soubah, towards the territories of his High
ness the Soubah of the Deccan, shall be formed to 
the west by the river "'\,Vurda, from its issue from the 
Injardy hi~s to its junction with the Goda very. 'l'hc 
hills on wluch nre the forts of Nernullah nnd Gawil
ghur are to be in the possession of Senah Saheh 
Soubah ; and everything south of those hills, and 
to the west of the river Ww·da, is to belong to the 
British Government und their Allies. 

• Art. 5.-Districts amounting to four Ines of 
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rupees per annum, contiguous to, and to the south 
of, the forts of Nemuliah a.nd Ga.wilghur; are to be 
given over to Senah Snheb Soubah. Those dis
tricts a.re to be fixed upon by Major Genernl the 
Hon. A. Wellesley, and delivered oYer to Sennh 
Snheb Soubah nt the same time with the forts. 

' Art. 6.-Sena.h Saheb Soubah, for himself, his 
heirs nnd successors, entirely renounces all clniins 
of every description on the territories of the British 
GoYernmcnt o.nd their Allies, ceded by the second, 
third, a.ncl fourth articles, nnd on o.11 the territories 
of his Highness the Soubnh of the Decco.n. 

• Art. 7 .-The Honourable Compnny engage that 
they will medinte o.nd arbitrate, according to the 
principles of just.ice, any disputes or differences that 
may now exist, or may herea.fter a.rise, between the 
Honourable Compo.ny's Allies, Secunder J ah Be. 
ha.uder, his successors, and Ra.o Pundit Purdhnun, 
his heirs and successors respectively, a.nd Senah 
So.heh Soubo.h. 

• Art. 8.-Scnnh So.heh Soubo.h engnges never 
to ta.kc or retain in his sen·ice nny Frenchmnn, or 
the subject of any other European or American 
power, the Government of which rouy be at war 
with the British Government ; or any British sub
ject, whether Europenn or Indian, without the 
consent of the British Goyernment. The' Uonourable 
Company engage, on their pa.rt, that they will not 
aid or countenance any discontented relations, 
Rajahs, Zcmindars, or other subjects of Senah 
Sa.heh Soubo.h, Vi'ho may fly from or rebel a.an.inst 
his nuthority. 

0 

• ~rt. 9.-In. order to secure nncl improve tho 
rclnt10ns of amity nnd pence hereby estnblished 
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between the Governments, it is agreed that accre
dited Ministers from each shall reside at the Cow-t 
of the other. 

'Art. 10.-Certain treaties have been mo.de by 
the British G-0vernment with feudatorics of Seno.h 
Saheb Soubo.h. These treaties a.re to be confirmed. 
Lists of the persons with whom such trea.tics ho.ve 
been made will be given to Scnah So.hob Soubnh, 
when this treaty shall be ratified by bis Excellency 
the Governor General. 

' Art. l 1.-Senah Sn.heh Soubah hereby re
nounces for himself, his heirs and successors, all 
cadherence to the confederacy formed by him -0.nd 
Dowlut Rao Scincliah, rmd other Mahrntta Chiefs, to 
attack the Honourable Oompany .and their Allies. 
He engages not to assist those Chiefs if the war 
with them should still continue. 

, Art. 12.-This treaty of peace is to be ratified 
by Senah Saheb Soubo.h within eight days from this 
time, and the ratmcntion of it is to be delivered to 
Major Genernl the Hon. A. Wellesley; nt which 
time the orders for the cession of the ceded terri
tories are to be delivered, and the troops are to 
withdraw. Mo.jor Genernl the Ilon. A. Wellesley 
engages tho.t the treaty sho.11 be ratified by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council, and tho.t the ratification sho.11 be delivered 
in two months from this date. 

'AnTJiun \VELLESLEY, M. G. 
'JESW.UNT RAO RlliCIIUNDER, 

on the part of ' SENAH SAHED SounAH. 
' D('fne in Camp at Deogaum, this 17th December, 1803, 

answering to the 2d Ramzaum, 1213, Fu::ale. 
(A true copy.) 'AnTnun \VELLESLEY, M. G.' 

YOL. JV. T 
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jJfajor-Ge11eral tlte Hon. A. Wellesley to the 
Governor General. 

• Camp nt Ellichpoor, I 7th Dccombcr, 1803. 
• MY Lono,-1 have the honour to inclose the 

English, .Mahrattn, and Persia.n copies of a tre~ty 
of peuce which I have this do.y concluded with 
Jcswuut'Rao Ramchunder, the vukecl of the Ro.jah 
of Berar. · 

• I huve ma.de the trea.ty in the name of the 
British Government and its Allies generally, nncl 
have engaged tha.t it shall be ro.tified by your 
Excellency only. The reasons for omitting to name 
the Allies in the treaty, and to engage that they 
shall ratify it, will become sufficiently obvious, when 
the character and conduct of the Government of 
these Allies a.re recollected. 

• It will remo.in with your Excellency to give such 
orders as you mo.y think proper to the Residents o.t 
the different durbars, to obto.in tho o.ssent of ·the 
Allies to this treo.ty. But I should imagine tho.t 
the Rnjah of Bern.r will be so.tisfiod with your 
Excellency's ratifico.tion. 

• The cessions under the treo.ty nre made to the 
British Government and its Allies ; and I have 
dmwn it in this manner in order that your Excel
lency mny hav~ nn opportunity of disposing of 
them hereafter, m such manner as you may think 
proper. As soon as the Ro.jab shall ratify the 
treaty, I propose to desire the officers of the Soubnh 
?f the Deccan to t!\ke charge of the countries ceded 
m this quarter ; buJ I B~lllll request the Resident o.t 
llyclcr!\liad, to nppr,se lus Highness's ministers that 
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it must be considered· only n temporary arrange
ment ; and that all the acquisitions must be liable 
to be disposed of hereafter, when peace will be mnde 
with all the powers engaged in the war. 

• I wished to be able to define more accurately 
the bounds of the cession of the province of Cuttack, 
but I had no information upon the subject. Lieut. 
Colonel IIarcourt stated his opinion, that it would 
be convenient if the districts of Sohnpore ancl Boacl 
were ceded, besides Cuttaek ; nncl Mr. Melville his, 
that it would be convenient to add to the province 
of Cuttnck countries which would have joined the 
northern circars with the province of Bundelcuncl. 
But upon reference to the map, which is all the 
information that I could procure, I found that even 
the first would have increased the extent of the 
demand, on that side, to such n degree as to make 
it necessary to give up a part of what I demanded 
on this side, or to risk the conclusion of the treaty 
alto <Tether. 

, I learn also, by a late letter from Lieut.-Colonel 
Harcow-t, that he has commenced negotiations with 
the Rajahs of Sohnpore ancl Bond ; and if he should 
conclude them by treaties, those districts will be 
added to the Company's te1Titories, under the 10th 
article of the trenty of peace. If he should not it 
is certain that the Company will not have for C~t
tack the boundary which Lieut.-Colonel Haroom-t 
wished ; but I do not doubt but that that province 
will have n very good boundary. 

• By the 3d article, the Company and thefr Allies 
gain, on this side, the whole province of Biirnr, and 
the frontier of the Soubah of the Deccan will he 

T2 
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carried forword to the Wurda river. The countries 
thus ceded are old possessions of the Soubah of the 
Doeean, the revenues of which have been collected 
by them and the Rajah of Bernr, in different pro
portions at different times. When the lotter were 
admitted to a porticipation of them, they received 
one-fifth, ofterwords o. fourth, then holf, by treoty ; 
and lotterly, four-fifths by exaction ond violence. 
It nppcnrcd to rue to be u.n object of greater im
portance to get rid of the Rnjoh of Bernr entirely 
from this fine country, than to secure on odditionnl 
barrier for Cuttnck. 

' Tho revenues of Bernr, on this side of the 
\Vurdo, ore computed to amount to about one crore 
of rupees. The Rnjnh hod npproprintod entirely to 
himself countries, tho revenues of which are com
puted to have been ten Ines of rupees ; and the 
remainder, under different treaties, was to be divided 
equally between him and the Souboh of the Deccan. 
However, I hove reason to believe, from the con
ferences during the negotintions, thnt tho Ra.juh of 
Berar neYer received more thnn thirty Ines ns his 
share of the countries on this side of the Wurdu. 

' Territory of this vnlue was n great object to 
goin in this qunrt'er, considering the proboblc circum
stonces of the pence with Scinclioh ; but whatever 
may be the reol value of tho acquisition, a. greot 
object is gained by defining the frontier of the Rnja.h 
towards the Soubnh of the Decca.n ; nncl by his 
renunciation of all claims, of every description, not 
only on the countries ceded, but on the other terri
tories of j;hc Soubnh. 

' In the course of the conferences in the negotin-



App.] :MAilRATTA WAR. 277 

tion, the minutes of which I shnll hnve the honour 
of transmitting as soon ns they can be copied, the 
Rnjnh's minister declnrecl repentedly, nod I have 
reason to believe with some truth, thnt the clcmnncls 
mnde were of the finest nncl most valunL!e pnrts of 
his territory. 

' By the 4th nrticle I have ngreed thnt the Rnjnh 
shnll hnve possession of the forts of N crnullnh nnd 
Gnwilghur. In fact, these forts nrc of grenter im
portnnce to the power which remains in possession 
of the mountnins, thnn to that which possesses the 
plnins. Without them the Rnjo.h could not hnvc exer
cised the powers of his government over the Goond
wnno.h Ro.jo.hs in those mountains, n race of people 
who, nbovc all others, require restrnint ; and to 
hnve given them to the Soubo.h of the Deccan would 
ho.ve ndded nothing to his Highness's power. 

' I consented to the 5th article, becnuse the dis
tricts in the plains, immcdintcly under the hills, 
will o.lwo.ys be lio.blc to the deprcdn tions of the 

· inho.bitnnts of tho hills. Tho loss to the Soubnl1 's 
government will bo but trifling, in compo.rison with 
that which it would incur if the Ro.jnh were not 
interested, ns he will now be, to restrnin the incur
sions of the hill people into the plnine. 

' The 7th article provides thnt the Honournble 
Company arc to nrbitrnte between the Rnjnh and 
the Soubah of the Decco.n, and the Pcislnvnh. The 
Ro.jnh's minister wns desirous thnt I should consent 
to confirm o.11 gro.nts nnd trenties mnde heretofore 
by those powers ; but I refused this, on th_e groWld 
that I could not consent to anything of which I hncl 
no knowledge. I then proposed the mcdi11tion 11nd 
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arbitration of the British government and its justice, 
as the best security the Raja.h could have for his 
claims upon the Soubah of the Deccan, and the 
Peishwah ; which proposal wns nccepted. 

' The terri~ory which the Rajah wished to secure 
by this demand was the province of Gurah-Mundelo., 
of which he ought to collect the revenues in parti
cipation with the Peishwah ; but I imagine that he 
has lately seized the whole for his own use. 

' At all events, it appears to me to be an impor
tant point gained, and highly honourable to the 
character of the British government, that even its 
enemies are willing to appeal to its justice, against 
the dema.nds of its allies. There was no objection 
on the part of the Rajah's minister to the 8th or 
9th article of the treaty. Tho last clause was 
added to the 8th by his d~sire, after the treaty had 
been drawn up. 

' The 10th article is one of considerable import
ance. The Rajah's minister appeared to feel the 
full extent of the engagements to which it bound 
the Rajah, and expressed the greatest uneasiness 
upon the subject. He said, that after ceding Bernr 
and Cuttack, the Rajah had no teITitories excepting 
what he had conquere~ fro~ the zemindahs, ra,jahs, 
&c. ; and that by this article he mirrht be bound 
to give up the w~10le of his territories~ I told him, 
that whatever might be the consequence the article 
was indispensable, and must be agre~d to ; that 
peace would not have been agreed to if the British 
government had wished for the destruction of the 
Rajah's state; and that it certainly wns not intended 
that the article should apply to nrnre cases than 
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were absolutely necessary to preserve the good faith 
of the British government ; and I promised him 
that the British government would apply it to as 
few cases ns was possible, consistently with an ad
herence to good faith. 

• The v-11keel was satisfied with this assurance, 
which I requested him to convey to the Rajnh ; ns 
I think it probable that this article will be that to 
which his durbnr will have the strongest objections. 

' I had demanded an hostage for the performance 
of the 11th article of the treaty ; but upon consi
dering nil the ci1·cumstances of the case, it appeared 
to me, that the best security the British government 
could have, would be its strength and continued 
success, and I had therefore determined not to per
sist in that demand. In giving his answer upon it, 
the vo.kecl said tho.t the Ro.jnh would send to me 
whomever I pleased, excepting his brother, his son, 
or his nephew, who arc the only persons whose 
detention in my camp might possibly be a security 
ncrainst his hostility. 

0 
• It appeared to me that he would not consent to 

send either of those persons, and the presence of 
any other would certainly have been useless. Upon 
the whole, therefore, I thought it best not to persist 
in a demand with which he would not comply, and 
which might have risked the whole treaty. 

• I hoJ_Je that your Excellency will approve of, and 
ratify this trea~y. It appears to me to provide for 
all essential pouits, at the same time that it leaves 
the Rajah's government in existence and strength. 
I should have demanded n sum of money, but I 
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think there is every reason to believe that the Rajah 
of Berar is as poor as the other Mo.hratta chieftains. 

'I ho.ve written to Mr. Wehbe, to inform him 
that I have signed this treo.ty ; o.nd to request him 
to prepare to set out for Nagpoor ns soon ns possible. 
In the menn time, I propose to send the Honoumble 
Mr. Elphinstone to the Rajah to net ns Resident, 
till the arrival of Mr. Wehbe. 

' In ease your Excellency should ratify the treaty, 
I request that the ratification mny be sent to the 
Resident nt Hyderabad, to be forwarded either to 
Mr. Elphinstone or me, nccording to circumstances; 
o.s I might be at a. grent distnnce, and the ratifica
tion might not reo.ch tho Ro.jo.h in the time specified. 

'Upon the occasion of mentionincr Mr. Elphin
stone, it is but justice to that gentle~an to inform 
yow· Excellency tho.t I have received the greatest 
assistance from him since he ho.s been with me. He 
is well versed in th~ fanguages, has experience o.nd 
a knowledge of tho mtercsts of tho Mo.hro.tto. powers, 
and their relations with ca.ch other, 11nd with tho 
British government and its allies. He has be~n 
present in all the actions which have been fo~gbt m 
this quarter dw·ing the wor, and at all the sieges; 
he is acquainted with every transaction that hus 
taken place, and with my sentiments upon all sub
jects. I therefore take tho liberty of recommend
ing him to yow· Excellency. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 
' ARTHUR WELLESLEY.' 
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Major-General the Hon. A. Wellesley to tlte Rajah 
Moliiput Ra1TI,, 

'23d. December, 1803. 
• I ho.ve to inform you tho.t I ho.ve concluded a 

treo.ty of pea.ce with the vu.keel of Seno.h Saheb 
Soubah Rngojee Bhoonslah, which has been ratified 
by that chief, and the ratifications have been deli
vered to me this day. 

• By the 3d article of that treaty of pence, Senah 
So.heh Soubo.h has consented to cede to the British 
«overnment and their allies all his rights and in
terests, and all the territories which he may possess 
which are to the westward of the river Wurda, and 
to the southward of the hills on which are situo.ted 
the forts of Nernullah and Gawilghur. 

• His boundo.ry, therefore, in future towards the 
Soubah of the Decco.n, will be the Wunla river and 
the hills above mentioned. I have to request that 
you will make the following nrro.ngements to to.kc 
possession of, and settle those countries in the nnmo 
of the nllied governments. You will bcnr in mind 
tho.t, from their situation, it is probable that they 
will be hereo.ftcr the possession of his Highness the 
Soubnh of the Deccan solely ; but it is impossible 
to settle that point definitively, till peace shall be 
mo.de with all the powers at war. 

• First, You wi~ appoint a. sirdar to take posses
sion of the countries, m whose o.bility and integrity 
you co.n confide. Let me know the name of the 
peroon on whom you will fix, in order that I may 
insert it in the proclo.mntion, of which No. 1 is a 
copy. 
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, Secondly, You will place under the command of 
this sirdar 11, sufficient body of horse and foot to 
enable him to perform the service entrusted to him, 
and to drive out the enemy's pindarries, who m11,y 
be expected to remain here for sonic time. I will 
appoint some British troops to remain in the country 
and assist those of his Highness. 

'Thirdly, You nre to giv.e orders to tl1is sird11,r to 
circulate proclo.mntion No. 2, and he must conduct 
himself in every respect in the manner pointed out 
in the procfomation. If I_ should learn that he has 
been guilty of any oppression, or that he has perse
cuted any person because such person has formerly 
been the subject, or has rendered services to Rago
jee Bhoonslah during the war, I shall desire you to 
deprive this sirclar of his office ; and shall make to 
the Court of Hyderabad a complaint of you and of 
him ; and I shall particularly desire that he may 
never be employed ago.in. 

' In the arrangements which I h11,vc thus re
quested you to mnko, you will observe a fresh mark 
of my confidence in you, and of my desire to act in 
a manner that will be agreeable to the Soubo.h of 
the Deccan ; and I hope that, in carrying them 
into execution, you will take care to net in such 
mann~r as will justify the confidence I place in you, 
and will be honourable to the British Government 
and its allies, and particularly to the Soubah of the 
Deccan. 'ARTIIUn WELLESLEY.' 
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• Mo}or-Ge11eral the Hon. A. Wellesley to eke Governor 
General. 

'Camp, 30th December, 1803. 
' My Lord,-I ho.vc the honour to inform your 

Excellency that I have this day concluded, with the 
vakeels of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and signed, o. 
treaty of peace ; copies of which, in the :English, 
Pcrsia.n, nnd Mahra.tta. langua.gcs, I have the honour 
to inclose. 

'This treaty, like that with the Raja.h of Bcro.r, 
is concluded in the name of the British Government 
and its Allies generally, and the cessions are made 
to all the allied powers. It will remain with your 
Excellency to give orders to the Residents at the 
different durbara, to procure the consent of the 
Allied governments to the treaty, and to divide the 
conquests in such manner as you may think proper. 

• By this treaty, which I hope your Excellency 
will ratify, all the important objects detailed in your 
Excellency's instructions of the 27th June a.re 
secured, and the ground is la.id for a. more complete 
alliance with Scindiah's government; or, supposincr 
tho.t he should omit to toke o.dvantage of the term~ 
offered to him, to ally himself more closely with the 
Company's government, such an influence will be 
cstab_Iishcd in hi~ as will render it very improbable 
that its means will ever be again directed o.gainst 
that of the Company. 

• By the 2nd article of the treaty, Scindiah con
sented to cede to the Honourable Company all his 
teITitories north of the countries of tho Ra.ja.hs of 
J eypoor, J oudpoor, and the Ranah of Gohud. A 
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schedule is ann_.ed to the treaty, which contains 
the best account that cun be procured of the revenue 
of those territories. 

' Besides the territories included in the schedule, 
there are three pergunnuhs also north of tl1e countries 
of J eypoor, J oudpoor, and Gohud, viz., Dhoolpoor, 
Baree, and Rajah Kcrrah, which were formerly 
granted to tho family of Scimliah in cnaum, which 
have never been carried into the dufters wider the 
head of lands in Hindustan, nnd have been con
sidered ns the primte property of Scindinh 's house. 
These pcrgunnahs are to remain in his possession 
under certain stipulations, which exclude his troops 
from the line fixed upon by your Excellency. 

• Besides these pergunnnhs, there nre others, the 
jaghire lands of the lnclies of the family of the lnte 
Mndhnjee Scincliah, o.nd those of some of the prin
cipal sirdars 11.nd ministers of Dowlut Rao, also not 
included in the schedule, which, according to the 
7th article, arc to remain in the hands of their pre
sent possessors, under the protection of the British 
government ; and the British government is to give 
pensions, or jaghires, according to its option, to 
sirdars to be no.med by Scindiah, to the amount of, 
seventeen Ines of rupees, including the value of 
those jaghires to remain in the hands of their 
present possessors under the 7th article. 

' It would have been impossible to arrange this 
grent cession, iu the distw·bed state of Scincliah's 
government, under nil the circumstances of his mis
fortunes in the wnr, nnd of the great diminution of his 
militnry power nod reputation, in comparison with that 
of his rivru, Ilolknr, without determining to provide, 
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in some degree, for those who reaped benefits from 
the revenue of tho ceded territories, or making up my 
mind to throw into Holkar's hnnds, and to ndd to 
his armies, nll the sirdnrs and troops who had been 
subsisted by the resources of those countries ; and 
who must have been forthwith dischnrged from 
Scindiah's service, nnd would have looked to Holkar 
for protection and future employment. I chose the 
former, which I think is most consistent with your 
Excellency's policy ; nnd it appears tho.t, besides 
avoiding the evil of incrcnsing the numbers of the 
followers of tho only freebooter that remo.ins in 
Indin, it tends to establish an influence in Scindiah's 
durbar which must guide its measures in n great 
degree, even if Scindio.h should omit to unite him
self more closely with the Compo.ny, nnd must tend 
grently to facilitate nil the objects of the British 
government in his durbo.r, if he should agree to the 
tenns of the general defensive o.lliance. 

• Upon the whole, therefore, I hope tho.t your 
Excellency will o.pprovc of this nrro.ngement, the 
expense of which will amount to about fourteen Ines 
of rupees annuo.lly, to be deducted from the rm·cnues 
stated in the schedule. 

' The next point to which I wish to draw your 
Excellency's attention, in order to bring under your 
vi~w at one~ everything relating to the cession in 
Hmdustnn, 1s the 15th article of the treaty ; by 
which it is agreed that Scindiah shnll have a subsi
diary force, the e::qiense of which shall be paid out 
of the cessions made by the 2nd, 3rd, nnd 4th 
articles of the treaty. 

' In the course of this war, Scindinh's power, re-
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putntion, nnd militnry resources hnrn been grently 
diminished ; while his rival, Holknr, after hnving 
recovered the possessions of his family, by his trcnty 
of pence with Scindinh, remains with undiminished 
power nnd increnscd reputntion. Compo.ro.tively 
with those of Scindiah, his power nnd his military 
resources nre much grenter tho.n they were previous 
to the wo.r ; and I he.ve little doubt but thnt the 
contest between those chiefs will be revived. 

' This would be o. mo.tter of but little consequence 
to the British government, if the po.rties were so 
cqunl in point of strength, resources, and abilities, 
as to render the event of the contest doubtful. 
But Holkar is certo.inly, nt this moment, superior to 
Scindinh in ernry point of view ; and the conse
quence of leaving the latter to his own meo.ns must 
be, tho.t he will fo.11 nn easy prey to Holknr ; or if 
he shoulcl endeavour to a.void the contest, which I 
do not think probnble, his government will, by 
degrees, become dependant upon tho.t of his rivo.l. 

'Under these circumstnnces, and particulo.rly ns 
I was o.ware of your Excellency's determino.tion to 
support the pence, o.nd the relative situntion in 
which it should lco.vc the different powers in the 
mo.nner in which tho.t ho.d been established by the 
exercise of the force of the British government, I 
thought it expedient to hold forth to Scindiah an 
option of becoming o. party to the general defensive 
alliance ; and ns a. further inducement to him to 
ngree to that treo.ty, to engage that the assistance 
which should be given to him should occasion no 
further diminution of his revenue. 

' I wns induced to mnkc this last engo.gcment, 
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by the conviction that Scincliah would not ngree to 
the treaty of general defensive alliance, although his 
ministers proposed that he should unite himself 
more closely with the Company, if he was to be 
obliged to pny for the nssistnnce which he should 
receive ; and thnt if he does agree to thnt treaty, the 
pence of India is insured so for ns it cnn be by 
human means. 

'I hnve every reason to believe, also, thnt when 
Scincliah shnll wind up his affairs at the encl of this 
wnr, he will not hnve IL disposable eleo.r revenue, 
such ns the British government would require to pny 
the expenses of the force which might be given to 
him. 

'Upon this point I hnve likewise to observe, thnt 
supposing Scindinh should ngree to the treaty of 
defensive nllinnce, the diminution of receipt to the 
Company will be of eight lacs of rupees nnnunlly, if 
his Ilighness the Peishwnh be admitted to participate 
equally with the Company and the Niznm, in the 
benefits of the wnr ; nncl twelve and a hnlf Ines of 
rupees if his Highness the Niznm only should be 
admitted to thnt pnrticipntion. 

' I hnve snnguine hopes, therefore, thnt your 
Excellency will npprorn of this mticle of the pence. 

• By the cession of .13aronch the Company will 
gnin a clear revenue of ten locs of rupees onnnolly, 
and n vnlunble territory in · a commercial point of 
view. 

' I ordered thnt the hill fort of Pownnghur might 
be destroyed, when I determined to return that con
quest to Scindinh. My motives for retw·ning the 
conquests in thnt part of lnclin, and Asseerghur nnd 
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Burhampoor in the Deccan, are explained to your 
Lordship in my despatch of the 11th of November; 
and although I intend to endeavour to reto.in posses
sion of Powanghur and Dohud in the negotiation of 
the treo.ty of general defensive alliance, in excho.nge 
for land elsewhere, I o.m still of opinion thnt, with
out making some sacrifices, I could not have peace ; 
:md these plo.ces appeared to me to be of lesa con
sequence than nny of the other conquests which the 
British troops ho.d mnde. 

' The territories restored in the neighbourhood 
of Ahmednuggur o.re the ancient family lo.nds of 
Scindiah ; o.nd your Excellency will perceive, in the 
minutes of the conferences which will be sent as 
soon o.s they cnn be copied, the great anxiety to 
retain their lnnds. They ho.ve been returned, there
fore, under a particular stipulo.tion, thnt no o.rmed 
men a.re ever to be kept in them. 

' I did everything in my power to retain the 
lo.nds of which I took possession upon the capture of 
Ahmednuggur, as I wished to exclude Scindinh 
entirely from the Deccan; but ns the lnnds arc really 
his fo.mily property, to ho.ve kept them would ho.ve 
occasioned o. personal inconvenience, which your 
Excellency would ho.ve been desirous to remove ; and 
the restoro.tion of them is accompanied by a stipu
lation which I hope will prevent the bad conse
quences attending his having any lands in those 
countries. 

'There wns considerable difficulty, also, in settling 
tho 9th article, respecting the treaties made with 
the Rajp.hs. Tµo ministers appeared tp be aware 
of the loss which Scindiah's government might 
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i1;cur under this article, and they contended strongly 
agninst it, till ut lust I was_ obliged to tell them 
that, unless they agreed to 1t, I could not muke 
peace. The advant'nge which it appeared to me 
that your Excellency expected to derive from the 
independence of the Rajahs of J eypoor und J oud
poor, and the Ranah of Gohud, was, that these 
chiefs should connect themselves by treuty with the 
Brit{sh government. Frnm the different accounts, 
however, which I have received, I observe ihut 
treaties have not been concluded with any of these 
chiefs, notwithstanding the mpid and astonishing 
success of his Excellency the Comm11nder-iu-Chief. 
'l'he consequence of their independence, unless they 
should have connected themselves with the British 
government, would be, thnt the annt1al contest which 
they have had with the Mahrnttas, for the Peishwnh, 
would cease, and the British government would 
derirn no 11ddition11l security. 

, I therefore deemed it best to stipulate generally 
for the independence of every Rnjah with whom a 
treaty should hnve been concluded, by which your 
Excellency's object is insured in respect to 1111 of 
this description : and in regard to the others, they 
are left to their fate. 

' 'l'hcre was not much difficulty in arrano-ing the 
other articles of the peace. There were s~me ob
jections t~ t~e l,2th 11rticl~, founded upon the neces• 
sity of Scrndmh s peiformmg the duties of his office 
of vakeel ul Mutn.luk, which, however, were easily 
overcome. 

• In negotiating this treaty, I hnvc received the 
grentest nssistnnce from Mr. Elphinstone, and, since 

VOL. IV. U 
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he arrived in camp, from Major Malcolm ; indeed, 
the acquaintance of the_l~tter with ;y-ow· Excell;ncy's 
sentiments upon all political questions, and ,his own 
political knowledge and abilities, have cnablel~ me 
to conclude this difficult treaty in a manner which I 
hope will bo satisfactory to your Excellency. 

' I have requested Major Malcolm to prepare to 
go to Scindiah's camp, as soon as I shall have re
ceived the ro.tification of the treaty. By a residence 
there for some time, he will be enabled to settle with 
that cl1ief the treaty of general defensive alliance, if 
it should be possible to arro.nge it ; or at all events, 
to acquire a knowledge of the characters nt his 
durbar, and of the state of his remaining military 
resources. 

' In case your Excellency should think it proper 
to ratify this treaty, it will be best to send one copy 
of the ratification to Major Kirkpatrick, to be for
warded to Major Malcolm ; and one to his Excel
lency the Commander in Chief, to be forwarded 
through Hindustan ; as one of the objects of Major 
Malcolm's attention will be to communicate with his 
Excellency by a dawk. 

' I propose to desire the servants of the SouLah 
of the Deccan to to.kc possession of Scindiuh 's ter
ritories, ceded by the 4th article of the treaty of 
peac~. In respect to the other territories, they will 
rc°:1am to be disposed of, according to the orders 
which I may receive from your Excellency. 

' I have the honour to be, &e. 
• ARTnun WELLESLEY.' 
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Treaty of Peace between the Honourable Englislt India 
Company and tlteir Allies on the one part, and the 
Jltaliarajalt Ali Jah Dowlut Rao Scindiah, on the 
otlter; settled by llfajor-Ge11eral the IIon. A. Welles
ley on the part oftlte Honourable Company and their 
.LJ.lli"es, and by Eitel JJ:Ialzadeo, 11:Ioonshee Kaval Nyn, 
Jeswunt Rao Goorparah, Ameer-ool-Omralt, and Na
roo I-berry, on tltc part of tl,e Mal,arajalt .Dozolut 
Rao Scindiah, who !,ave eaclt communicated to the 
other their full powers. 

• Surjco Anjcnganm, 30th Dec., 1803. 
• Art. 1.-There shall be perpetual peace and 

friendship between the Honourable Company and 
their Allies on the one part, and the Maharajah 
Ali Jab Dowlut Ra.o Scindia.h on the other. 

• Art. 2.-Thc Maharajah cedes to the Honour
able Company and their Allies, in perpetual sovc
reio-nty, all his forts, territories, and rights in the 
Do~ab, or country situated between the Jumna and 
•Gan"cs, a.nd all his forts, territories, ricrhts, and 
inte:Csts, in the countries which arc to the north
ward of those of the Rajahs of J eypoor and J oud
poor, ~nd of the R1;1na.h. of_ G?hud_ ; of which 
territories, &c., a dctmlcd hst 1s given m the accom
panying schedule. Such countries formerly in the 
possession of the Maharajah, situated. between J ey
poor and Joudpoor, and to the southward of the 
former, are to belong to the Maharajah. 

• Art. 3.-'l'hc Maharajah likewise cedes to the 
Honourable Company and their Allies, in perpetual 
sovereignty, the fort of Baroach and territory de
p€'n<ling thereon: and the fort of Ahmednuggur and 
territory dependmg thereon ; excepting those lands 
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which it is agreed by article 8th of this treaty that 
the Maharo.jah is to retain. 

, Art. 4.-The Maharajah likewise cedes to the 
Honourable Company and their Allies, all the terri
tories which belonged to him previous to tho brenk
in<T out of the war, which are situated to the 
so~thward of the hills called the Adjuntee hills, 
including the fort o.nd district of J;1lno.hpoor, the 
town o.nd district of Gnndnpoor, o.nd o.11 other dis
tricts between tho.t ro.nge of hills and the river 
Goda very. 

• Art. 5.-The Maharajah Ali Jah Do,vlut Rao 
Sciucliah, for himself, his heirs nnd successors, 
hereby renounces ~11 the claim to tho forts, terri
tories, rights, and mterests coded by the 2nd, 3rd, 
nnd 4th nrticles; and all cbims of every description 
upo11 the British Government and their Allies, the 
Soubahdo.r of the Deccan, tho Peishwnr, and Anuncl 
Ro.o Guickwo.r. 

' Art. 6.-The fort of Asscerghnr, the city of 
Burhnrnpoor, the forts of Powo.no-hur o.nd Dohucl 
~ml the territories in Camleish antl"'Guzerat, depend: 
mg on these forts, shall be restored to the Maha.rajah 
Dowlut Rao Scincliah. 

'Art. 7.-Wlwrco.s the Maharnjnh Dowlut Rao 
Scind_iah has reprcsent_ed that his family lmve long 
h~ld m e~au?1, as a gift from the kings of Hinclus
tnn, the chs~ncts of_ Dhoolpoor, Burce, nud Rajah 
Kermh, which are s1tunted to the northwnnl of the 
countries of the Ro.jabs of Jcypoor and Jouclpoor, 
and of the Ranah of Gohud ; and tlmt lands in Hin
dustan, ceded hy, the 2nd o.rtielc of this treo.ty to 
the IIonoura,b,le Company o.nd their Allies, arc held. 
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'in jaghire by persons of the family of the late Mad
hajee Scindiah, and others by principal sird11rs in 
his service, 1111 of whom would suffer distress if de
pl'ivcd of the advantages they enjoy in those coun
tl'ics : It is agreed that the Maharajah shall continue 
to hold, and enjoy in cnaum, the lands of Dhoolpoor, 
Baree, and Rajah Kerr11h ; and that Bala Baye 
Sahib, and Munsoor Sahib, Moonshee Kave! Nyn, 
Boog11jce Jamdah, Amrajcc Jadhoo, and "\Vird11h 
Charie, shall continue to hold their lands in jao-hire, 
under the protection of the Honourable Company ; 
and further, in order that no individual may incur 
loss or suffer distress in consequence of this arrange
ment, it is agreed that the Honourable Company 
shall either pay pensions, or grant lands in jaghirc, 
according to the option of the British Government, 
to certain other sirdars, and others to be named by 
the 1\foharajah ; provided that the total amount of 
the sums paid, or jaghires granted or held, does not 
exceed seventeen lacs of rupees per annum, includ
inn- the annual value of the lands which it is 11rrrccd 
by

0 

this article that Bala Baye Sahib, Mu~1soor 
Sahib, l\foonshcc Kave! Nyn, Boogajec J amdnl1, 
Amrajec J adhoo, and ,virdah Charie, arc to con
tinue to hold ; and provided that no troops in the 
service of the Maharajah are to be introduced into 
Dhoolpoor, Baree, and Rajah Kerruh, or the other 
lands held in jaghire, under the pretence of collect
ing the revenue, or any other pretence whatever. 

, Art. 8.-,vhereas the Maharajah Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah has represented that his family have long 
held in enaum certain lands or villages, &c. [51 
villa9cs, tf:c. spccijiccl] in the territories of Rao 
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Pundit Purdhaun, which have lntely been taken 
possession of by the British Government and their 
Allies : it is agreed that those lands and villages 
shall be restored to him ; provided that no troops 
shall ever be introduced into those lnnds and villages, 
under pretence of collecting the revenues, or any 
other pretence whatever. 

'Art. 9.-Certain treaties have been made by the 
British Government with Rajahs nnd others, hereto
fore foudatories of the Mabamjab Ali J ah Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. These treaties are to be confirmed ; and 
the Maharajah hereby renounces all claims upon the 
persons with whom such treaties have been made ; 
and declares them to be independent of his government 
and authority, provided that none of the territories 
belonging to the l\faharajah, situated to the south
ward of those of the Rajahs of J eypoor and J oudpoor, 
and the Ranah of Gohud, of which the revenues have 
been collected by him or bis amildnrs, or have been 
applicable as snrinjamy to the payment of his troops, 
are granted away by such treaties. Lists of the 
persons with whom such treaties have been made 
will be given to the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
when this treaty shall be ratified by bis Excellency 
the Governor-General. 

• Art. 10.-No person whatever is to be molested 
on account of the part which he may have taken in 
the present war. 

_',Art. 11.-It _is agreed that the rights of his 
Highness the Pe1shwah to certain lands in Mnlwa 
and elsewhere shall be established as heretofore . 
and in case ~ll! difference should arise respectin~ 
those rights, 1t 1s agreed thnt the Uonourablc Com. 
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pany shall mediate, arbitrate, nnd decide according 
to the principles of justice, between his Highness 
and the l\fabarnjnh ; and whatever may be thus 
decided shall be ngreed to by both parties, and will 
he carried into execution. 

'Art. 12.-The l\fahnrajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
hereby renounces all claims upon his Majesty Shah 
Alum, and engages on his part to interfere no further 
in the affairs of his Majesty. 

• Art. 13.-Thc l\faharojah Ali Dowlut Rao Scin
diah engages never to take or retain in his service 
any Frenchman, or the subject of any other Euro
pean or American power, the government of which 
may be at war with the British government, or any 
British subject, whether European or native of India, 
without the consent of the British government. 

• Art. 14.-In order to secure and improve the 
relations of amity nnd peace hereby established be-
tween the governments, it is agreed, that accredited 
ministers from each shall reside at the court of the 
other. 

• Art. 15.-Thc Honourable Company being 
bound by treaties of general defensive alliance with 
his Hio-hness the Soubah of the Deccan, nnd his 
Highn~ss Rao Pundit Purdhaun, to which the Maha
rajah Ali J ah Dowlut Rao Scindiah is desirous of 
acceding, he is to be admitted to the benefits thereof; 
and the Honourable Company, with a view to the 
future security of the Maharajah's territories, engage, 
in the event of his agreeing to the treaty above
mentioned in two months, to furnish him with a force 
consisting of six battalions of infantry, with their 
complement of ordnance nnd artillery, and usual 
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