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FOREWORD

Ancient Indian metres are broadly divisible into three main classes:
(1) Aksara Vrttas, (2) Varpa Vrttas and (3) Maua Vrwas. I
Aksara Vrttas the metrical unit is an Aksara, whether short or long,
and the classification of the metres is based on the number of the
Aksaras in a stanza. A stanza is usually divisible into three or four
Padas. Vedic Vrttas are Aksara Vrttas and three main varieties of
these are Gayatri, Tristubh and Jagati. The Gayatri stanza has three
Padas of 8 Aksaras each, while the Tristubh and the Jagati stanzas
have four Padas eacly, those of the former having 11 and these of the
latter having 12 Aksaras in cach of them.

The Varpa Vrttas are really derived from the Vedic Aksara Vritas
but the basis of their metrical music is not merely the number of
intonared and accented Aksaras as in the Vedic Aksara Vrttas, but also
a variation of short and long Aksaras coming one after the other,
in different order. The tendency towards such a variation is already
noticeable in the Vedic Vrttas, but it was not recognised as a source
of metrical music as clearly as it was in the classical period. The
metres in classical Sanskrit poetry are almost all of them Varna Vrttas;
they depend both upon the number of the Aksaras which their Padas
may contain and also upon the type of variation of the short and the
long Aksaras employed in them. The starting of such metres is
rightly attributed by Bhavabhiti in his Uttara-Rama-Carita to the
Adi Kavi, Valmiki. The first metre of this type is the Anustubh Sloka,
which is the ruling metre of the Ramayana.

The third variety of the ancient metres is the Matrz Vrattas. The
basis of the metrical music in these metres is a Macra, which is a unit
of the syllabic content in an Aksara. According to this principle of
syllabic content, a shott Aksara contains one Matra and the long one
contains two Matids’ as their syllabic content. This principle was
already recognised in the Pratisakhyas though its employment as the
basis of metrical music was left to the Sanskrit prosodists who made
use of the purcly Prakrita metres for their Sanskrit compositiens.
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Naturally neither the number of Aksaras nor the particular order in
which the short and long ones in them follow each other is cf any
consequence in these metres. Their Padas must contain the prescribed
number of Matids, which may be made up in any way, with the
following two broad exceptions : (1) these Matras must be divisible
into smaller groups of threec to seven Matras; (2) no long letter
must occur at the junction of these smaller groups, i.e. it must not
combine in itself the last Matra of an carlicr group, and the initial
Mitra of the following group, thus keeping the two groups mutually
distinguished and independent. It is on account of this latter rule
that a mere adding of a required number of Matris cannot give us the
particular metre. It also serves as the principic of division in the case
of Metres having the same number of Matris in each of their Padas.

These Matri-Vrattas are turned into Tala Vrateas in the hands of
the Prakrta and the Apabhrarga poets of the middlc ages. An addi-
tional type of metrical music is employed in them; it depends upon the
Tala or a recurring stress controlled by the Kala-Matra. A Kaila-
Matrsz is that portion of time which is normally taken by the pronoun-
ciation of a short Aksara and thus corresponds to the clder Aksara
Maea., A Pada of these metres is similacly divisible into several
groups of such Kala Matras, which may contain from 4 to 7 Marras
in each; but the principle of Tala requires that a line or Pada must be
madc up of the same type of group or groups whether of 4, 5, 6, or
7 Kala-Matras. The Kala Matrds in any onc of these groups may be
made up normally by employing Aksaras which yield a corresponding
number of the Aksara Marriis; but this is not absolutely necessary and
this is the characteristic of the popular Apabbramsa poetry and the
poet may employ at will Aksaras which will normally yield a smaller
or larger numbcr of Aksara Matrds, provided these yield the required
number of Kila Mauas in their pronounciation. This is done by
pronouncing short Aksaras long and vice versa, as also by continnation
of the sound of the earlier Aksara for making up the required number
of the Kala Matrds, without employing any new Aksara at all. The
above mentioned rule No. 2 in the case of the Mitrds Vrtras i strictly
applicable cven here and along letter must not be employed

at the
junction of the two groups of Kala Matras, combining in itself the
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Kala Matras of an eaclier group and the initial Kala Matra of the
following group. Many of the metres defined in the Prakrta
Paingala are, as a matter of fact, Tala Vrattas, though they are inclu-
ded under Matra of the Varna Vrttas, and are not recognised as such
cither by the Prakrta Puingala or any other prosodist who defines
them. Sanskrit and Prakrta prosodists do not show any consciousness
of the principle of Tala as a source of metrical music and consequently
do not admit a distinct class of Tala Vrttas, in their manuals and
treatises. Our author is, of course, no exception to this.

In the work beforc us, namely the Vitta Multarali, the author
who is also a poet of high poctical mierit, has treated all these three
or rather four kinds of metres; but he does not divide them into
Sanskrit and Prakrta, (or Sanskrit, Prakrta and Apabhrahsa as
Hcemacandra has done) metres, and treats all of these as Sanskrit
metres only, giving illustrations composed by himself in the case of
the non-Vedic metres. The work is divided into three Gumphas or
chapters; in the first, Vedic metres are treated with illustrations, on
the basis of Pingala's Chandas-Siitra Adhyayas 2-4. The second
Gumpha is devoted to the Matra Vrttas; it begins with the Gatha and
its divisions and derivatives; they are then followed by the other
Matra Vrttas of 4 and 6 Padas constituted with the different Matra
Ganas menticned above. In his Chandas-Siitra Pingala has defined
and employed only one Matra Gapa, namely, the Caturmatra; but
our author following the lead of the Prakyta Paingala has employed
now and then even the other Matra Ganas in formulating his defini-
tions of more than 30 Matra Ganas. Our author has closely
followed the I»akrta Paingala in sclecting and defining these Matra
Vrttas, but as said above, has treated all of them as Sanskrit Mitrg
Vittas.  In the third Gumpha the author defines and illustrates the
Varna Vrttas; here too he has generally followed the Prakrta
Paingala.

The author, Shri Krsnabhatta of the Tailanga Kula was patronised
by King Jayasimha (pcrhaps the same as Sawii Jayasiinha, see v-257)
of Jaipur, who bore the title of Rajadhiraja (cf. vv. 1L. 3,6,7,31 etc.)
and ruled over the state during 1699-1743 A.D.  Some of the illus-
trations refer to this patron in highly eulogising terms but generally
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they contain the praise of cither Sri Krsna ie. Vasudeva Krisna or Sti
Rama ie. Dasarathi Rama. A scholar called Jayagovind Vajapeyi is
‘mentioned respectfully as an authority in respect of a metrical practice

on Il,24.

The author is undoubtediy o poet of a high order; his illustrations
arc composed in a delightfully lucid style, in spite of a sort of arti-
ficiality which had to be introduced in view of the metrical needs of

a definition. It can be recommendcd to the reader both as a manual

of prosody and as a small pocm.

H. D. VELANKAR
Profes.or of Sanskrit and Head of the
Department of Sanskrit,
University of Bombay



INTRODUCTORY NOTE

( Kalapath Shastry, M. A,, Sahityacharya)

The gagsaast of Shri Krishna Bbatta needs no apology for its
publication inspite of the fact that there are many other published
works on Sanskrit prosody, as it marks a pointedly keen distinction
from all other books extant in this field. It doss not confine itself
to the treatment of classical Sanskrit mectres and their divisions only.
It is intended to be a valuable reference bcok of prosody giving
detailed definitions and lustrations of the Vedic and Classical Sanskrit
metres of ‘The Varnik system’, ‘Prakrit Gathas' and ‘Vraj Bhasha’ mea-
sures of ‘the Matrik system’ and ‘the Dandakas’ (longer metres) of
Sanskrit and Vraj Bhasha. Its first chapter deals with the nature and
divisions of the Vedic metres, their definitions and examples. The second
chapter discusses at length the Gathas of Prakrit and metres of Vraj
Bhasha giving their definitions and illustrations in Sanskrit. The author
has Sanskritised the names of some Vraj Bhasha metres. He calls ‘R¥g1’ as
‘fgaar'l, ‘geqa’ as ‘9298® and ‘@RS as ‘@sz’®; others which could be
derived according to Sanskrit grammar have been accepted in original.
The third chapter deals with the classical Sanskrit metres and the

longer ‘Dandakas’.

The Vraj Bhasha Metres

The author, in this way, has tricd to make the collection as much
exhaustive as possible. Other Sanskrit books on metrics popularly
known among the scholars deal with the classical Sanskrit metres only.
But Krishna Kavi, perhaps for the first time, includes all the Vedic
mectres and the verse forms of Vraj Bhasha also extant in his time.
He discusses as many as 42 Vraj Bhasha metres (pp. 23-36) and
gives as illustrations verses composed by himself.

This is an unmistakable evidence of the fact that towards the
beginning of the 18th century the interpenctration of the literary

1 2

p. 23. p- 23. 8 p.29
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trends and styles of Sanskrit and Vraj Bhasha was manifesting itsclf.
As Vraj Bhasha freely borrowed from Sanskrit the metrics, rhetorics,
_ principles of criticism and theory of emotions, Sanskrit also, in turn,
was abundantly influenced by the trends and currents of style in Vraj
Bhasha. There were some Sanskrit poets in North India who advo-
cated experimenting on the measures of Vraj Bhasha also in  Sanskrit
language. The later Sanskrit poets were influenced by this apolegy
for new experiments in verse forms of Vraj Bhasha which had been,
by that time, interprovincially accepted asa medium of poetic
cxpression.
Shri Krishna Bhatta himself was one of such poets. He represents
a confluence of Sanskrit, Prakrit and Vraj Bhasha poetry.!  Though
originally belonging to Andhra Pradesh he had settled in North India
and had cultivated an astonishing command in Vraj Bhasha also.
Being closely associated with the editing and publication of his works
I have often wondered at the cqual amount of felicity that he dis-
plays in composing Sanskrit and Prakrit poems in a wide varicty of
metres and writing chaste Vraj Bhasha in its ‘Ghanakshari' and other
stock-metres, keeping up their characteristic swing and rhythmic
quality.  Shri Gopal Narain Bahura of the Rajasthan Oriental
Rescarch Institute has recently discovered the MS. of a ‘Geetikavya’
(Lyrical poem) by him entitled ‘Ram Geetam' which evidences
the poct’s lyricism also. This excellence in poetry coupled with a
high order of scholarship in Vedic Philosophy, Meemamsa, Vedanta,
Grammar and other branches of learning make Shri Krishna Bhatta

an extraordinarily erudite intellectual of his time.

This lcads me to another striking quality of this work. The
author follows the plan of illustrating all the metrical forms, except

the Vedic ones, by verses composed by himself rather than quoting

from the i . . . .
1 the classics,  This practice has stood him in good stead particu-

larly in the Vraj Bhasha metres to find illustrations of which any-

where in S: i . . .
¢m SmSk“F poctry was not only difficult but impossible. It
gocs without saying that no one but a poct of Krishna Kavi's stature
" He is the author of ‘zref . . .
of ‘sE&r wefafr’ (R hetorics), g, e

ctc. in I Dide ‘Safamgnaissg g’ i ient
: : F1s
Rescarch Institute), Introd. P 49. e (Rajustban. Oriental
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could readily compose verses in such a wide variety of verse forms.
The poet scems to be at his best in longer forms of Sanskrit and Hindi

metres. His ‘&R’ is remarkable, his ‘@gar’s! are sweet and ‘T 25
musical.

The Manuscript

The credit of discovering the MS. of the book goes to late Prof.
P. K. Gode, Curator of the Bhandarkar Oriental Rescarch Institute,
Poona. Prof. Gode got interested in Shri Krishna Kavi, the author
of this work and another historical epic ‘SxatfammmgiFraq’, while
searching for contemporary evidence to prove the performance of the
Asvamedha Sacrifice at Jaipur by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh of Amber
(AD. 1699-1743). Supporting his thesis by quotations from the
‘Ishvaravilasa Mahakavya', he established the historicity of the
tradition about the Asvamedha Sacrifice by the Maharaja and also
introduced the author of this work to the scholars by publishing a
paper in the Bharata Itihasa Samshodhan Mandal Quarterly (1941).3
Incidentally he came across manuscripts of other works by the same
author in the Govt. MSS, Library at the B.O.R. Institute, Poona, the
"Vrtta Muktavali' being one of them. In 1944 he published a
paper in ‘the Indian Culture’ Vol. XI No. 1 (July - Scptember, "44)
introducing ‘Vrtta Muktavali, a rare Sanskrit work by Krishna Kavi,
the court poet of Sawai Jai Singh (A.D. 1699-1743).

In the Govt. MSS. Library, Poona, there are two MSS. of the
“Vrtta Muktavali’, the first representing the first chapter and the
sccond the 2nd and 3rd. Prof. Gode, in his paper, describes these
manuscripts as follows :

“Aufrecht® records some MSS. of a work on prosody of the title

1 p. 62. 2 p 66.

3 Vol. XXII, pp.15-23, entitled ‘Krishna Kavi, the author of ‘Ishvara-
vilasa Kavya'—His works and descendants, Betwecen A. D. 1669
and 1760’ ’

s CCIll, r1a2—‘Tagg@East metrics by Krsna Pandita’, Rgb. 551
(inc.) (=No. 551 of 1884-87). .

CC 111, 125— ‘Peters 5.455." This MS. is missing in the Govt. MSS.
Library since 1908. It is No. 455 of 1892-95 cailed gral=rgaar-
gat. [ am not sure if this work was composed by Krsna Kavi.

- — Footnote by Prof. Gode.
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‘gagFaEd@’ by Krsna Kavi.  One of these MSS. is No. 551 of 1884~
87 in the Govt. MSS. Library at the Bhandarkar O. R. Institute,
Poona. It appears to be a work dealing with Vedic metres by
s1FemHfa’ as stated in the colophon of the MS. The MS. represents the
first chapter called ‘sa#1: T+ of the ‘@xrgaaEsl’.

There is another MS. of the ‘gxiga@ady’ by ‘sNFwwsfa’, viz. No.
487 of 1899-1915 in the Govt. MSS. Library. This MS. was not
known to Aufrecht and it is important as it seems to represent the
second chapter (fgdta: q¥%:") of this work, judging by the identity
of the names of the authors, titles and names of divisions of the two
works, viz. shFeusfa, sTgFaE«d and T respectively occurring in
both the MSS. The first MS. furnishes no historical information
about its author or his patron and hence it may be left out of our

consideration for the present”’.

I should hasten to add here that the second manuscript referred to
here represents not only the 2nd but also the 3rd chapter of the book.
These MSS. were made available from the Govt. MSS. Library, Poona
to the editor (Bhatt Mathuranath Shastri) by late Shri Hari Narain
Purohit, B.A. of Jaipur. It was a pleasant discovery for him (the editor)
as in his ancestral records there was no trace of this book on metrics
written by Krishna Kavi, his own forcfatherr The MS. which had
many transcriptional errors was copied by the editor himself who
amended the rcadings of the manuscript and presented it for publica-
tion before the Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute.

By bringing to light this work of an eminent Sanskrit scholar of
Rajasthan, the Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute and its learned
Director have made all the scholars of Indology indebted to them.

—_—

! Another book on metrics entitled ‘gE=fEH’ (in Vraj Bhasha) is
reported to have been found with a Chaturvedi family of Marhura
by Dr. Shyam Sunder Das (Vide his Report)
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