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NOTE. · 

The Sringaraprakasa of Maharajndhiraja Sri Bb~ja Deva 1s a standard 
work on Alankara well known to all i-hetoricians. It was discovered in Malabar 
by the peripatatic party of the Madra13 Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library during their search for rare manu_crip ts. But till now, no edition of 
the whole work has appeared. The enthusiastic Orientalist · His Holinesi! 
Sri Yatirajasvami of Melk<?te, Mysore, published the three Prakasas 22-23-24 
in 1 i26 as Part I. ' 

Our edition is based on the Paper Manuscript in Devanagari script 
preserved under R. No. 3!52 in the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library. The paper manuscript was transcribed in 1!)21-22 from a manuscript 
of the Library, Sanskrit College, Tiruppunithura, Cochin State. 

A detailed Introduction Table of Content and other critical r,emarks 
' ,will be furnished when the Volume is completed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Royal authors of works on Sanskrit Language and Literature haYe 
alwaye been well kuown to students of Indology. Some Orientalists like 
Theodore Aufrecht and Arthur Antony Macd_onell had always held the belief 
that these Royal Authors usually palmed off the works of their court•pandits as 
their own. But this short-sightedness among J ndologists is slowly dif'appearing. 

We are therefor~ glad to bring to light fot· the first time the first two 

Prakasas of Maharajadhirnja Sri Bhojadeva's monumental work on Rhetoric, 

the Sringaraprnkasa~ which was first discovered in its complete form by the 
Peripatatic Party of the Mndrns Gover'nment Oriental Manuscripts Library 
during its search for n·ew and rnre works in Malabar in 1930. 

Maharajadhiraja Bhojadeva lived in the fit-st half of the 11th century 
A. D. It is known that he composed the R11jamrganka, an astronomical tre11.tise 
in Saka 964 or 1042 A. n:· It is also kno'rn that Parantaka, the author of the 
famous Syamaladandaka was honore<l by King Bhojadeva with a grant iu Saka 
933 or A. D. 1001. He was King of Malwa from 1018 A. D. to 1054 A •• D. 

King Bhojadev~ was a prolific writet· on all departments of knowledge. 

More than twenty works are attributed to him by Dr. T. R~ Chintamani of the 
University of Madras, in his Introduction to his edition of the Sarasvatikantha­
hharana (University of Madras 193'1), 

To Indian Rhet01·iciam;, Bhojadeva's St·ing1miprak1u;a had long been 
known as a voluminous work, bristling with quotations from numerous authore. 
A critical study of the text by modern student,;; had been handicapped by the 
want of a printed edition. 

The enthusiastic Ot·ientalist His Holiness Sri Yatiraja~wami of Melkote, 
Mysore printed the three Prakasas, 22, 23 and 24 in 1926 as a Part. But it 
baa not been followed up since then. The Madras Government OrientRI 

-Manuscripts Library included the publication of the Sringarapraknsa in it,,; 

proiramme of publications and prepared a preas copy of the first six Prakua1, 
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under the immediate ilupervision of Pandit V, Kri@hnRmachariar. It i11 in 
furtherance of this scheme, that Pro.kasas 1 and 2 are now published for the 

first time ::is Part I, so that scholars might not be kept waiting too long. 

Dr. Rughavan of the University of Mndras made a criticnl study of the 
contents of the Sringaraprakasa and has recently published, a portion of hie 

thesis as "Bhoj~'r, Sringaraprnkasa Vol. I-Part I (Karnatak Publishing House, 

Bombay 1940). The theRis is a critical examination of the contents of the 

Sringaraprakasa and brings to light much interesting rnaterial of permanent 
value to students of Indian Lit.erary Criticism. 

Bhojadeva's chief contribution it! to establish that Sringara or Love is 
the only B.asa and to dispel the time-ponoured darkness from the minds of those 
who recognised the Rasas to be ten (Dr. Sankaran has an interesting chapter on 

Kina Bhojadeva in his "Some Aspects of Liternry Criticism in SanPkrit"-o . 
Madras University 1929). 

In Prakasas 1 and 2 of the Sringaraprakaea, Hhojadeva quotes profusely 

from Panini, Patanjali, Yaska, Vakyapadiya, V ntsyayar:a (p. 7), Venisamhara 

(pp. 31 and 89), Sangrahakara, probably Vyadi (p. 46) Katyayana (p. 63), Mal­
lanaga (p. 53), Hari (p. 54) Candt"Rgomi (pp. 60 & 81) and Mann (p. 87). There 
are also some unidentified quotations, notably in pp. 4., 56, 60, 65 & 89. 

A detailed table of contents and an alphabeticalindex to the slokas in the 
Sringaraprakasa (1 & a) are also furnished. 

Thanks are due to my learned Colleague, Pandit V, Krishnamachariar, 
w!io saw the work through the press. 

The Sri V ani Vilas Press, SrirangRm deserves our warmest thanks and 
gratitude for having successfully co-operated with Government in bringing out 
in quick succession five books in three years, Nos. 8, 9

1 
10, 11 &, 12 of the 

Madras Government Oriental Manm,cript Serie1,;. 

Presidency College, } 
Madras. 

31-3-42. -

P. P. SUBRABMANYA SASTRI 
• 

Curator, Government 
Oriental Manuscripb Library. 
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