Sayana the trailblazer of bhashya (commentary) was born
inthe 13th century ap. Besides being a scholar, he was also
an able administrator and a brave warrior. He had served
the Vijayanagara kingdom as Chief Minister in Ap. 1346.
Under his administration Vijayanagara touched its zenith of
social, educational and secular set up. :
His most important contributions include commentaries
on Yajuiveda, Rigveda, Taittiriya Samhita, Taittiriya Brah-
mana, Taittiriya Aranyaka, Aitareya Brahmana, Aitareya
Aranyaka, Samaveda Sambhita etc; and a work on poetics
Alamkarasudhanidhi. The monograph in nine chapters

- provides a brilliant study of Sayana as a scholar and an
administrator.

Dr. Bhalchandra Raghunath Modak (b. 1929) has a very
good academic career in Sanskrit. He has participated and
‘presented a paper on 'The Mystical Connotation of the
Vedas' in the Sixth World Conference held in Pensylvania
University, Philadelphia, USA. He was awarded Certificate
of Merit for the service rendered to Sanskrit language and
literature by the Government of Karnataka in 1988. His
major publications include Svarajyasiddhi (1976); and
Ancillary Literature of the Atharva Veda (1993). Retired as
Professor in Sanskrit from the Karnatak University, he has

completed the project 'Contribution of Karnatak to San-
skrit Literature' recently.
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The sculpture reproduced on the endpaper depicts a scene where
three soothsayers are interpereting to King Suddhodana the dream
of Queen Maya, mother of Lord Buddba. Below them is scated a
scribe recording the interpretation. This is perhaps the carliest
available pictorial record of the art of writing in India.

From Nagarjunkounda, 2nd century A.D.
Courtesy : National Muscum, New Delhi.
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Historical Background

India has a long and glorious history. Since the Vedic times it
developed a culture that was unparalleled in the world. It has reached
an advanced stage in civilization when the western countries were
still growing in darkness. In the field of religion and philosophy,
phonetics and grammar, mathematics and astronomy, medicine and
surgery, architecture and sculpture, 'art and craft it had made
considerable progress. There was peace and prosperity on the whole.

In 327 B.c. Alexander, king of Macedona, invaded India. When
he reached the river Vipash (Beas) he was forced by his own
generals and soldiers to start upon his retreat. He could not go
back by the way he came. So he returned by the sea-route.

In 305 ec. Seleucus, king of Syria, invaded India, when
Chandragupta Maurya was ruling. Seleucus concluded a treaty which
was entirely favourable to Chandragupta. Seleucus made also a
matrimonial alliance with Chandragupta.

In 184 B.c. A Greek force was defeated on the bank of river
Sindhu in the reign of king Pushyamitra by the king's grandson
Vasumitra.

The invading Scythians (Shakas) were expelled from India
by king Vikramaditya in 56 s.c. Chandragupta-Il (a.n. 380-414)
finally crushed the Shaka power in India.

Aliens like the Kushanas and the Hunas, who invaded India,
were cither defeated and driven away or assimilated into the Indian
society.

Thus India was one of the independent and foremost countries

on the surface of this earth till the tenth century A.D. (The Cambridge
History of India, Vol. 1, Chapter 14-15; 18 & 23).

Al the beginning of the eleventh century Ghazni Mahmud
attacked king Jaipal of Punjab, defeated him and looted much wealth.
In 1005 he defeated king Anandpal of Punjab and carried away
much loot. In 1014 he plundered the vast wreasures and destroyed
the idols in the shrine of Thanesar. In 1018 he plundered the city
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1
of Mathura and destroyed the temples there. In 1022 he dcfeated
king Bhimpal and annexed Punjab to his own kingdom. In 1024
he attacked the famous temple at Somnath and plundered much
wealth.

Ghori Muhammad invaded India and captured Multan in 1175.
He conquered Peshawar in 1179. He attacked Lahore and established
a fortress at Sialkot in 1181. He invaded Punjab in 1186. He laid
siege in Delhi in 1192, when Prithviraj Chauhan was ruling there.
A fierce fight took place at Thanesar, where Prithviraj faced death.
In 1193 he attacked Jaichand of Kanouj and killed him in the battle.

Several temples al Banares were destroyed and much booty was
taken away.

Kutbuddin Aibak, the viceroy appointed by Ghori Muhammad,
defeated in 1195 king Bhimdeva of Gujarat and plundered the city
of Anhilwar. His commander lkhtiyaruddin, who had attacked Bihar
and defeated king Indradyumna Pala in 1193, attacked Bengal in
1202 and defeated king Lakshman Sen. Thus by the beginning of
the thirteenth century almost the whole of north India had come

under Muslim rule. (The Cambridge History of India Vol IlI, Chapter
1-3)

In South India the Chalukyas ruled during the eleventh and
twelfth centuries. Later their empire disintegrated. To the south of
the Vindhya mountain the Yadavas ruled. Devagiri was their capital
and their territory extended from the river Narmada in the north
to the river Krishna in the south. In the south-east the Kakatiyas
ruled. Their capital was Warangal. In the south upto the river Kaveri,
Hoysalas ruled. Their capital was Dvarasamudra. To the south of
the river Kaveri the Pandyas ruled. Their kingdom extended upto
Kanyakumari. Madura was their capital. In addition there were small
principalities like Chola, Pallava, Kadamba and Kampili.

Jalaluddin was the fonder of the Khalji dynasty, which started
ruling Delhi in 1290. His brother's son Alauddin was governing
the provinces of Kara and Oudh. In 1294 Alauddin crossed Vindhya
with an army of eight thousand soldiers and attacked king Ramadeva
of Devagiri. Ramadeva was defeated and he agreed to pay annual
tributes. Alauddin returned to Delhi laden with six hundred mounds
of pearls, two mounds of diamonds, rubies, emeralds ard sapphires.
one thousand mounds of silver and four thousand pieces of silk.



3 Historical Background

Alauddin killed his uncle Jalaluddin and became the king in
1296. As Ramadeva flailed o pay the annual tributes, Allauddin
sent his commander Malik Kafur in 1306 with a big army. Malik
Kalur defeated Ramadeva and sent him to Delhi. Ramadeva made
an agrcement to pay tributes regularly and returned to Devagiri.

In 1308 Malik Kafur attacked king Pratap Rudradeva of Warangal
and defeated him. Pratap Rudradeva agreed to pay annual tributes.
In 1310 Malik Kafur attacked king Ballal of Dvarsamudra and defeated
him. Ballal agreed to be a vassal and to pay annual tributes.

Atthis period king Maravarman Kukashekhara of Pandya dynasty
expired in Madura and there started a quarrel between his two
sons Vira Pandya and Sundara Pandya. The latter sought the help
of Alauddin Khalji. Alauddin directed Malik Kafur to help Sundara
Pandaya. Accordingly Malik Kafur started with a big army and
taking the side of Sundara Pandya defeated Vira Pandya. Sundara
Pandya did not realize that the foreigners into whose hands he
was playing himself, were a people who would not rest content
with sending an army to help him. Malik Kafur, now that another
opportunity was given to him for the subjugation of the whole
of the south, turned his attention to the principality of the Pandyas
in the extreme south of the peninsula. He advanced upto Rameshwar
and plundered the cities on his way and returned to Delhi with

312 elephants, twenty thousand horses and a very big treasure
of gold and jewels.

After the demise of king Ramadeva of Devagir, his son
Shankaradeva succeeded him. He had been guilty of some acts
of defiance of the royal authority. Hence Malik Kafur attacked Devagiri
in 1313. He killed Shankaradeva and assumed the throne. He appointed
a subbedar there. Thus the reign of the Yadavas came to an end.
Devagiri was renamed as Daulatabad.

Alauddin Khalji expired in 1316 and his son Mubarak succeeded
him. At that time Harapala, the son-in-law of Ramadeva of Devagiri
proclaimed himself independent and occupied most of the fortified
posts. In 1317 Mubarak attacked Devagiri and killed Harapala in
a very cruel manner. He appointed a subbedar at Gulbarga.

Mubarak was murdered in 1320, and thus the Khalji dynasty
came o an end. Then the Tughlak dynasty started ruling at Delhi.
Ghiyasuddin Tughlak sent his eldest son Ulugh Khan in 1323 to

—_—



Sayana 4

attack king Prataparudra-Il of Warangal. Ulugh Khan deleated
Prataparudra-ll, annexcd his kingdom and appointed a subbedar
there. (The Cambridge History of India, Vol. 111, Chapters 5-6)

During the period from 1294 to 1323 almost all the Hindu
kingdoms were conquered and Muslim rule started in south India.
Many cities were plundered, many temples were destroyed, many
images of deities were broken, innocent men, women and children
were killed, houses were set on fire and people were forcibly converted
to Islam. Thus Hindus were reduced to a very miserable and pitiable
state. Such was the condition of India at the beginning of the fourteenth
century when Sayana was born.

The Family

Sayana was born in a Brahmin family which had settled at
Hampi on the bank of the river Tungabhadra in Karnatak. The
name of his father was Mayana and the name of his mother was
Shrimati. His elder brother was Madhava and younger brother was
Bhoganatha (also known as Somanatha). He belonged to the Taittiriya

shakba of Krishna yajurveda. His gotra was Bharadvaja and sutra
was Baudhayana!.

Sayana had his earlier study under the great preceptor Vidyatirtya
of Shringeri. This is known from a verse at the beginning of his
‘Vedartha-Prakasha?, a commentary in the Rigveda, and also from
another verse at the end of the commentary on every ashtaka
of the Rigveda’. Vidyatirtha was the preceptor of his elder brother
Madhava also, as can be seen from some of. the works of Madhava,
later known as Vidyaranya?. At Shringeri there is a beautiful temple
dedicated to Vidya-Shankara, which stands as a monument to the
sacred memory of their preceptor.

After the demise of Vidyatirtha, Bharati-tirtha succeeded to
the Dharma-pitha at Shringeri. ‘Sayana received instructions from
Bharati-tirtha. Madhava also received instructions from Bharti-tirtha,
which he has gratefully mentioned in the introductory verses at
the beginning of his work Parashara-madbavad, a work on
Dbarmashastra. Stil another preceptor Shrikantha was the guru

of Madhava, Sayana and Bhoganatha as can be seen from the references
in their works®
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Madhava, Sayana and Bhoganatha served the Sangama dynasty.
Madhava was the minister of Harihara-1 and Bukka; Sayana was
the minister of Kampa, Sangama-II, Bukka and Harihara-II; Bhoganatha
was the pleasure-companion (narmasachiva) of Sangama-Il.

Madhava, Sayana and Bhoganatha had a sister by name Singala.
Her son Lakshmidhara has compared Madhava and Sayana to Balarama
and Krishna, and his mother Singala to Subhadra, in Kannada
Inscription. (South [Indian Inscriptions No. 267, and Mpysore
Archaeological Report No. 38 of 1889).



The Sangama Dynasty

Wen Muslim rule was creating havoc in South India, a new dynasty
arose in Kamatak. In the kingdom of the Hoysalas there was a
hero Sangama by name. He belonged to the Yadu family and was
closely associated with Hoysalas. Sangama was governor under the
Hoysala king and was looking after the territory around Shimoga.
He was noble, liberal and heroic. He had fought many battles on
behalfl of the Hoysala king. He had five heroic sons, namely Harihara,
Kampa, Bukka, Marappa and Muddappa.

The Hoysala king Vira Ballala appointed Harihara, the eldest
son of Sangama as mabamandaleshwara (Great Provincial Governor)
to look after the northern part of his kingdom. So he started governing
ably the northern pant of the Hoysala Kingdom.

There is an interesting legend about Harihara as follows :
Harihara was fond of hunting. Once he went into the jungle to
the south of the river Tungabhadara. He saw a big rabbit and
so he directed his hunting dog against it. The dog rushed ferociously,
but the rabbit avoided its attack and in return bit it fiercely. As
a result the dog turned back. Harihara was wonderstruck at this

incident. He urged the dog again, but it did not move. The rabbit
disppeared into a bush nearby.

When . Harihara was returning, he met a holy man on the
way. Harihara got down from his horse and bowed down to him
respectfully. That holy person was Madhavacharya (Vidyaranya) the
elder brother of Sayana. Harihara narrated to him the whole strange
incident”. Madhavacharya too was amazed. llarihara took him to
the place where the strange incident had occurred. Madhavacharya
observed the place and said with intuition — "Harihara, this is
a sacred place. You build a city here. It will be the capital of

a big empire. By the grace of God Virupaksha there will be happiness
and prosperity in this land".

Harihara was delighted 0 lislen to these words of
Madhavacharya. He requested Madhavacharva to give him proper
guidance. Madhavacharya blessed him and asked him to start the
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work immediately. The place south of the river Tungabhadra was
well-known as Kishkindha in the Rarnayana. There are two mountains
Hemakuta and Rishyamuka nearby. There is the beautiful Pampa
lake also. This region is supposed to be the birth place ol Ilanuman.

The legend relating to the rabbit and the dog may appear
improbable, but it must be remembered that it is woven around
a fact, the truth which cannot be denied. The story was built around
the fact that Harihara toiled hard to establish the Vijayanagara kingdom
and a holy man hepled him to do so.

When Harihara started building a new city, the pecple of
nearby places, which were devastated by alien invaders, gladly shifted
their residence to this ideal place. Madhavacharya went to Shringeri,
mel his preceptor Bharati-tirtha, reported to him the whole incident
and received his blessings. He returned and personally supervised
the construction of the new city. The city was founded in 1336.
A very big temple dedicated to god Virupaksha stands as a witness
to that great event even loday.

The city was named Vijayanagara and Harihara started ruling
there. Madhavacharya helped him as his minister. He sent word
to the soldiers who had worked earlier in the devastated kingdoms
of Devagiri, Warangal and Madura to join the army at Vijayanagara.
Harihara got active help ol Shringeri Math through Madhavacharya.
Thus Madhavacharya rightly came to be known as karnataka-
Simbasana-Sthapanacharya (the founder preceptor of the throne
Karnatak).

Harihara conquered the region upto Kaladagi, built a fort at
Badami and stationed an officer there to look after that territory.
This event took place in 1340.

Harihara attacked the south Kannada region and cxtended
his rule upto the western seashore. His younger brother Marappa
helped him in this task. Then Harihara attacked Warangal with
a big army. He defeated Imad-ul-mulk, the subbedar there and
annexed the vast region to the Vijayanagara kingdom.

The Hoysala king Vira Ballala-1Il who was ruling at Dvarasamudra
started with a big army of one lakh soldiers to attack Gyasuddin,
the subbedar of Madura’ Gyvasuddin also had a large army. The
two armies clashed at Trichanapalli. A fierce baule ensued in which
Vira Ballalla-1ll was captured and killed. This battle took place in
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1342. The son of Vira Ballala-lll also died soon thereafter. Thus
the Hoysala dynasty came to an end. With the help of Madhavacharya
and Vidvatirtha, Harihara stepped in at the proper time and appointed
his youn'ger brother Bukkato govern the region around Dvarasamudra.
Thus Dvarasamudra oo was annexed to the Vijayanagara kingdom.

Bukka with his grand valour annexed the region around Kolar
in 1343, Anantpur and Mysore in 1344. Chitradurga in 1345 and
Kadur in 1346. The region around Shimoga was already with Harihara.
Thus the Vijayanagara kingdom grew into a vast and strong empire.

Imad-ul-mulk who was driven away from Warangal went to
Daultabad and sent information to Muhammad Tughlak at Delhi
that Harihara was creating distrubance in South India and trying
to establish his own empire. Hence Muhammad Tughlak himself
started from Delhi with a very big army, came to South India and
attacked the Vijayanagara empire. When Harihara came to know
about this, he too started with a big army. The two armies met
and there ensued a fierce fight (a.p. 1344). The army of Harihara
fought very bravely and deleated the army of Muhammad Tughlak8.
He returned to Delhi and never therefter he even thought of attacking
Vijayanagara. (Epigraphia Indica Vol. 3, p.25.)

This victory created confidence among the people of the
Vijayanagara empire. It removed the inferiority complex which was
there in their minds for a long time. Harihara was so far only
a mabamandaleshwara (Great Provincial Governor). But after the
victory he became the master of the region around Dvarasamudra
also; Madhavacharya coronated him as the king.

After the grand coronation ceremony was over, Harihara with
his four brothers and few relatives visited Shringeri in 1346 to pay
homage to the preceptor Bharati-tirtha. He gave a large donation

to the temple at Shringeri for its maintenance (Epigraphia Carnatica,
Vol. 6, p.190).

'l'hc:: Vijayanagara kingdom <at that time comprised of the region
south Oi, the river Malaprabha. The flag bearing the insignia of
varaba (the Great Bore) was fluttering proudly over the palaces

and forts. The coins of those times have the mark of varaba on
them.

Harihara was a devotee of god Virupaksha. e re-constructed
the temple of Virupaksha at Vijayanagara. He donated a large land
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for the maintenance of that temple. He encouraged learning and
the developement of fine arts. His brothers were of great help
to him. Even to this day the temple of Virupaksha at Vijayanagara
stands as a witness to the greatness of Harihara.



Contemporaries

Kampa and Sayana

Kampa was the second son of Sangama and the younger
brother of Harihara. Kampa too was wise and brave. He had been
employed by king Vira Ballala-11I of Dvarasamudra to govern the
eastern part of his kingdom. Harihara was then effectively governing
the northern part of the kingdom. Hence the Muslim invaders
from north India started coming to the south {rom the eastern side
through Warangal. The road passed through the region of Nellore
via the vicinity of the fort at Udayagiri. When Kampa was appointed
as the governor of the eastern region, he directed his attention
to the fort at Udayagiri. It was then in the possession of Manmeya,
who was a small independent king. He had neither the courage
nor the strength to check the alien invaders coming from the north.
Hence Kampa attacked Manmeya, defeated him and bought Udayagiri
fort under his control. Thereby the important regions around Nellore
and Cuddappa came under his sway, and the boundary of the
Vijayanagara kingdom extended upto the eastern sea. This was a
great achievement of Kampa.

Kampa was much impresseu by the wisdom, sincerity and
efficiency of Madhavacharya, who had been mainly responsible for
the dew;lopmenl and prosperily of the Vijayanagara kingdom. He
requested Madhavacharya 10 give him the assistance of a similar
intelligent person. Sayana, the younger brother of Madhavacharya,
had completed his swdics and had returned home. Hence
Madhavacharya suggested the name of Sayana. Kampa accepted
his suggestion and appointed Sayana as his Chief Minister (maba-
pradbana) in 1346 (Henry Heras, ‘Beginning of Vijayanagara History,’
p.98).

Sayana was then about thirty years old. He was intelligent,
energetic and brave. When Sayana was appointed as the minister,
he toured the whole of the eastern region. He found that the fort
at Udayagiri required heavy repairs and enforcement. lle effected
the requirements immediately. Thus the path of the northern invaders
was Dblocked. This was the first important sk that he achieved.
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A few invaders tried to enter the south, but they were effectively
checked. Sayana was personally present there on such occasions
and exhibited his heroic temperament.

When Sayana was working as a minister under Kampa, he
continued his scholarly pursuits also. He wrote a book called
Subbasbita-sudbanidhi, which is a selection of memorable verses.
The book is edited by Dr. K. Krishnamoorthy and published by
the Karnatak University, Dharwad in 1968.

In the introductory part of the book, Sayana eulogises his
master Kampa as follows:10

1. Heroic Kampa is a moving treasure-house for the wise
persons. The world is a ball as it were in the hands of the lady,
namely, his fame.

2. He has almost sealed up the enemy kings with his seal.
Henc he is called ‘Lord of the Seas’ and not merely because he
rules over the seas (Here is a pun on the word samudra).

3. His spotless parasol does not appear white, as it attains
a dark colour being tainted as it were by the shade of the earth
contained under it, out of respect.

4. Looking at the Wish-fulfilling cow tied down by his virtues
in the field of his desire for the sake of gift, the bull in the
form of dbharma grew strong as it were.

5. The great earth was submerged in the ocean of his fame.
It assumed the beauty of the tortoise immersed in the waters.

6. Sayana, the wise son of Mayana is the minister of the
king. Due to his counsel the serpents in the form of enemies do
not move about (Here is a pun on the word manitrin which means
a counselling minister and also a snake-charmer).

7. His courtyard is full of mud due to the incessant flow
of water that accompanies gifts. Hence the bull (in the form of
dbarma) is not at all able to raise its foot stuck in it.

‘ 8. He has firmly mounted upon the throne of gifts along
with Lalfshmi (the goddess of wealth). Hence Saraswati (the goddess
of learning) is mounted upon the throne in the form of the tongues
of the learned men.

(Upodghata-paddhbati, 2-9).

Subbashita-sudbanidbi is an anthology containing verses
selected from kavyas and shastras and arranged under the four
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heads dbarma, artha, kamaand mokshawhich are the four recognised
values of life in Hindu society.Thus it is a small encyclopaedia
of Indian culture.

In the Subbashita-sudbanidbi Kampa is described as
follows:*!

"Good people say that king Kampa is the moon rising from
the milky ocean of music; he is the royal swan in the Manasa
lake of literature; and he is the manager of the acting (of soldiers)
on stage of the battlefield."

"O King Kampa,we think that god Shiva kept in you all his
equipment after conquering the (demon of) three cities, as a bow-
man in a chariot. His charioteer is turned into your intelligence,
-his group of horses into your speech, the two wheels of the chariot
into your lustre, his bow into your courage, the bow-string into
your arms and his arrow into your valour."

(Arthaparvan, Rajachatupaddbati, verses 58-59).

In the course of time Kampa grew old and weak. When death
was approaching him, his son Sangama-Il was yet a boy!?. Kampa
called his minister Sayana and requested him to look after Sangama-
11 till he attained maturity. He requested him to protect the territory
also. Sayana promised him to do as requested. Kampa died in
1355.

Sangama-II and Sayana

Sayana had now a double duty to perform. He had to protect
the kingdom as well as to educate the boy
Sangama-Il. He brought up Sangama-1I by giving him proper
education!3. Harihara died in 1356 at Vijayanagara. He had no male
issue. Hence he was succeeded by his second younger brother
Bukka. Champa Shambhuvaraya the king of the Chola region thought
that this was the best opportunity to attack the Vijayanagara kingdom,
and made preparation for it. Sayana came to know about this through
his spies. He started with a big army and entered the Chola region.
The two armies met at Kanchipuram. A fierce fight ensued. The
army of Sayana defeated the army of Shambhuvaraya'i.

(Mysore Gazeteer, Vol.2, part 3, chapter 11).
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Sayana worked as the chicl minister of Kampa from 1346
to 1355 and as the chiel minister of Sungama-Il from 1355 1o 1363
at Udavagiri. In an inscription found at N\cllore dated 1364, Sayana
is referred o as mabamandaleshbiara. (Henry Heras, ‘Beginning
of Vijayanagara llistory’, p.95).

When Sayana was working as the minister of
Sangama-ll, he wrote a work called Alamkara-sudbanidbi'®. This
work is famous in the field of poetics. It defines the nature of
poetry, and illustrates various figures of speech. It discusses -the
opinions of many rhetoricians and finally accepts the view of
Anandavardhana that the poetry which contains suggestion (Dbvani)
is the best one!®. It points out the importance of rasa in poetry!’.
Appayya Dikshita, a great scholar of rhetorics, has mentioned this
work respectfully in his work Chitramimamsa.

The works quoted in the Alamkara-sudbanidhi are as
follows:

Udabaranamala, Gaurinatbashtaka, Mabaganapatistava,
Ramollasa, Shringaramanjari, Tripuravijaya, Bribatkatha,
Mabaviracharita, Mabimnastotra, Malatimadbava, Locana(commen-
tary on Dbhvanyaloka), Vakyapadiya, Venisambara, Vyaktiviveka,
Shringaraprakasha and Vishamabanalila. Of these works, the first
six are by Bhoganatha, the younger brother of Sayana.

The illustrative examples in .4lamkara-sudbanidbi are mostly
taken from the work Udabaranamala. The verses describes the
greatness of Sayana as an able administrator, a fearless warrior,
a liberal householder and an erudite scholar. The verses show how
Bhoganatha held his elder brother Sayana in high respect

Sayana and Bhoganatha were very close family friends of
Sangama-Il. This is known from a verse in Alamkara-sudbanidbi
which states— "King Sangama and his wife had quarrelled in love
with each other. Hence they were sad. They were sitting on the
same seat but facing opposite directions. At that time neither minister
Sayana nor Bhoganatha said anything. The pleasure-companions also
did not speak. Even then the king and the queen looked at each
other'8, This verse presents a beautiful picture of the lover and
beloved. It suggests that they cannot bear separation. The work
Alamkara-sudbanidbi is not printed. Its manuscript is in the Oriental
Research Institute, Mysore.
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Sayana wrole another work called Ayurveda-sudbanidhbi. It
deals with ancient Indian Medicine!®. The work is mentioned in
Alambkara-sudbanidbi.

Another important work written by Sayana is Dbaruvritti, which
relates to Sanskrit grammar. This work too was written when Sayana
was working as the minister of Sangama -I1%. It points out how
nouns, participles and verbs are formed from the roots (dbatu).
It refers to ancient grammarians like Shakatayana and quotes examples
from the works of great poets-like Kalidasa. The Book is printed
in the Kashi Sanskrit series No. 103. It is published by Oriental
Library, Mysore with the introduction of Kasturi Rangacharya in
Sanskrit and Foreword in English by Pandit Mahadeva Shastri. It
is edited by Dwarikadasa Shastri for the Prachya Bbarati
series-1.

Yajnatantra-sudbanidbi is yet another work wrote by Sayana.
It deals with ritual. It refers to his elder brother Madhavacharya
as a performer of great sacrifices?!. He also wrote another work
Prayashchitta-sudbanidbi. It is also called Karmavipaka. It deals
with expiation and atonement for the sins committed by a person?.

Bukka and Sayana

Harihara died in 1356. While on death-bed he had expressed
his desire that his second younger brother Bukka should succeed
him. During the reign of Harihara, Bukka used to govern the region
around Penukonda and Dvarasamudra. Hence he had the necessary
expcrience. Moreover he was wise, brave and had broad outlook.

After the death of Harihara, Madhavacharya retired from political
life and went to Kashi to lead a peaceful spiritual life. King Bukka
was in dire need of an efficient-minister. Hence he went to Shringeri,
met the preceptor Bharatitirtha and requested him 1o clirect
Madhavacharya to return 1o Vijayanagara. Accordingly Bharati-tirtha
sent a message to Madhavacharya. He returned to Vijavanagara and
resumed his duty as a minister. There were some disturbances in
Malabar and Warangal. Those were put down with a heavy hand.

The capital Vijayanagara started developing fast. Rich merchants
from various places came to Vijayanagara o start their business
there. Many artisans, artists and learned men found a happy home
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at Vijayanagara. Population of the city incrcased. Many new houses
and temples were constructed. There were broad roads and beautiful
gardens. Thus the capital city was prospering.

Madhavacharya was then about seventy years of age. He found
that it was difficult for him to bear the responsibility of a chief
minister. Hence he requested king Bukka to call Sayana for his
help. Sayana was then serving as mabamandaleshwara of Sangama-
II at Nellore. Accordingly Sayana was invited by the king Bukka
in 1365. Thus after serving at Nellore from 1346 to 1365 for Kampa
and Sangama-II, Sayana came to the capital Vijayanagara to continue
his service as a minister.

While serving as a minister of Harihara and Bukka,
Madhavacharya wrote the following books:

1. Parashara-madbava — is a commentary on Parashara
Smriti, a work on Dbarma-Shastra.

2. Kalamadbava — is a work on astronomy and ephemeris.
It deals with the proper time for undertaking religious observances.

3. Jaiminiya-nyayamala-vistara — this work is related to
Mimamsa-Shastra of Jaimini. It deals with the performance of Vedic
rites.

King Bukka was a lover of learning. He was pleased to see
the books written by Madhavacharya. Hence Bukka requested him
to give instruction regarding the four values of life viz. dbarma,
artha, kama and moksha. Madhavacharya told him that his learned
younger brother Sayana was suited to give the necessary instruction®.
Accordingly Sayana undertook the task and wrote the work
Purushartba-sudbanidbi. It has four parts. The first part called
dbarma-skanda contains 45 sections. The second part called artha-
skanda conuins 23 sections. The third part called kama-skanda
contains 14 sections and the fourth part called moksba-skandacontains
19 sections. The book is composed mostly in anustubb metre and
is wrilten in a simple style. It contains many illustrative and didactic
Stories selected from various sources like the Mababbarata and
Puranas.

It is stated at the end of the work that king Bukka was highly
pleased to read this book?!. Incidentally the book shows how the
kings and learned men in those days were interested in giving
religious, cthical, moral and spiritual instructions to the people in
the society.
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‘Ihe greatest contribution of Sayana is his commentary on Vedic
literature. The Vedas constitute the earliest recorded literature of
India. So they are important from the historical point of view. They
conuin the oldest form of Sanskrit language. Hence they are important
from the viewpoint of grammar and linguistics. As thevy present
a true picture of the beliefs and practices of the then society, they
are important from the point of view of sociology. The Vedas
occupy a very important position in Indian life as they contain
the roots of Indian philosophy, mythology, religion and culture.

It was on this account that king Bukka requested his preceptor
and minister Madhavacharya 1o write a commentary on the Vedas,
so that even common people would be able to understand the
meaning of the Vedic mantras. Madhavacharya told him that his
younger brother Sayana was a learned person and hence he should
be entrusted with that task. Accordingly Bukka directed Sayana to
write exhaustive commentary on the Vedas. Sayana heartily accepted
to do that. This is mentioned by Sayana in his introduction o
the commentary on the Taittiriya Sambita of Krishna Yajurveda.
He has mentioned that he is explaining the meaning of the Veda

by quoting from the Brabmanas, Kalpa-sutras, Mimamsa and
Vyakarana®.

Sayana started this work by writing a commentary first on
the Yajurveda, because it is the Veda of adbvaryu, the chief priest
in a sacrifice. Moreover Sayana belonged to the Taittiriya Shakba
of Krishna Yajurveda. Then he wrote a commentary on the Taittiriya
Brabmana®® and the Taittiriya Aranyaka® Thus he completed his
scrvice o the Yajurveda literature. His name as the commentator
is mentioned at the end of every anuvaka of the Taittiriya Sambita®8,
the Taittiriya Brabmana® and the Taittiriya Aranyaka®®. 1t is quite
significant that he has called his commentary on the Vedas as Vedartha-
prakasha (Light on the meaning of the Vedas)

Then Sayana turned his atiention to the Rigveda®' The fact
that he was the commentator, is mentioned at the end of his
commentary on cvery ashblaka of the Rigveda®. Sayana has written
a long introductory to his commentary on the Rigveda. After justifying
why he wrote a commentary firstonthe Yajurveda(Taittiriya Sambita)
he points out the importance of understanding the meaning of the
Vedas. Quoting from Yaska's Nirukta he says— "A person who by-
hearts the Veda but does not understand its meaning is like a
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pillar, which bears a load on its top. He who understands the
meaning attains all good. His sins are washed away by knowledge
and he attains heaven. When a mantra is merely repeated, but
not understood it gives no result, just as fuel without fire does
not burn". While writing the commentary Sayana has made use
of the six Vedangas, namely, Shiksha (Phonetics), Kalpa (Ritual),
Vyakarana (Grammar), Chandas (Prosody), [yotisha (Astronomy)
and Nirukta (Etymology). He has quoted from the Purvamimamsa-
sutras of Jaimini and Brabma-sutras of Badarayana. The help of
Jaiminiya Nyayamala of Madhavacharya and Vaiyasika-Nyayamala
of Bharatitirtha, Puranas, Dbarmashastra and other ancient works
were taken by Sayana. He has referred to Bhatta Bhaskara, the
commentator of Krishna Yajurveda while explaining the maniras
of Rigveda1.63.4 and 1. 84.15. He has mentioned the view of Madhava
Bhatta, a commentator of the Rigveda, while commenting on Rigveda
X. 86.1. Sayana also wrote commentaries on the Aitareya Brabmana
and Aitareya Aranyaka belonging to the Rigveda?

After completing his service to the Rigveda literature, Sayana
turned his attention to the Samaveda. He states that as the Samaveda
depends upon the Rigveda (for most of its mantras for the purpose
of singing) he is commenting on the Samaveda after commenting
on the Rigveda®*-

Then Sayana wrote commentaries on all the eight Brabmanas
of the Samaveda. They are as [ollows:

Tandya Brabwmana, Shadvimsha Brabmana, Samavidbana
Brabmana, Arsheya Brabmana, Devatadbyaya Brabmana, Chandogya
Brabmana, Sambitopanishad Brabmana and Vamsba Brabmana®>

Thereafter Sayana turned his attention to the Shukla Yajurveda.
There was the commentary of Uvata on the Madhyandina recension
of Shukla Yajurveda, but there was no commentary on the Kanva
recension. Therefore Sayana wrote a commentary on the Kanva
recension. His commentary on the first twenty adbyayas is published
in the Chowkbamba Sanskrit series, Varanasi in 1915 and the
commentary on the remaining adbyayas from 21 to 40 is published
by the Sampurnananda Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya, Varanasi in 1978.

Thus the vedic works written by Sayana during the reign of
king Bukka are the commentaries on the following:
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1. Taittiriya Sambita 9. Shadvimsba Brabmana

2. Taittiriya Brabmana 10. Samavidbhana Brabmana

3. Taittiriya Aranyaka 11. Arsheya Brabmana

4. Rigveda Sambita 12. Devatadbyaya Brabmana

5. Aitareya Brabmana 13. Chandogya Brabmana

6. Aitareya Aranyaka 14. Sambitopanishad Brabmana
7. Samaveda Sambita 15. Vamsba Brabmana

8. Tandya Brabmana 16. Kanva Sambita

It is obvious that Sayana got inspiration and sought guidance
from his revered elder brother Madhavacharya, while writing
commentaries on the Vedic works. He has gratefully acknowledged
this by adding the word Madbaviya in the colophons at the end
of his commentaries. Sayana has stated this clearly in the introduction
to his commentary on the Shatapatha Brabmana®. Even his work
on grammar is called Madbaviya Dbatuvritti.

Almost the whole of the region to the south of the river
Krishna was now under the Vijayanagara empire. But Sultan Alauddin
Sikandar was still ruling in Madura. He was a cruel despot, and
a cause of distress to the people in that region. He had destroyed
the temples and religious institutions at Chidambaram, Shrirangam,
Madura and other places. King Bukka received horrid reports of
such atrocities perpetrated by the Sultan. Hence he directed his
heroic son Kampa to attack Madura. Kampa started with a large
army. On the way he subdued Shambhuvaraya who was ruling
the areas of Chinglepet, North Arcot and South Arcot districts.  Then
he proceeded further south. He cut off all help which the Sultan
was receiving from the north.

When Suitan Alauddin Sikandar learnt that the army of Kampa
was advancing towards Madura, he too started with a large army.
The two armies met near Madura and a fierce battle ensued. The
army of Kampa fought very bravely and defeated the army of Sultan.
The Sultan tried to run away but was chased and killed. The temples
which were locked for a long time, were opened and worship
was started there as before.

When Kampa proceeded to attack Madura, his wife Gangadevi
accompanied him. She was a poctess, She has written magnificent
mahakavya called Madbura-Vijaya. She hds given a trust-worthy
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account of the conquest. At the outset she has described the city
of Vijayanagara. The description gives us a glimpse of the grandeur
of Vijayanagara as [ollows3":

1. The capital of the king Bukka who had earned wealth
by his prowess, was Vijayanagara. [t was like the city Amaravati
ol god Indra, and was praised by wise men.

2. It was surrounded by the river Tungabhadra in the form
of a moat, as if it was jealous of the heavenly river (Ganga) that
had come out from the abode of gods.

3. It was surrounded by a rampart which looked like a basin
for the creeper of wealth, and which was beautiful as if like the
navel of the lady in the form of the Earth, or like a circular mountain.

4. Tt was looking beautiful by the turrets, which were like
the peaks of the mountain Meru and appeared decorated, as it
were, by rainbows due to the rays emitting from the shining jewels.

5. Itwassurrounded by gardens which provided vernal retreats,
pleasant due to the pollen of the trees champaka, ashoka and
nagakesara which were in bloom.

6. It was renowned due its sport-mountains having plantain
trees, surrounded by musk-deer and had beautiful forts.

7. It had sport-lakes which were pleasant by the fragrance
of lotuses, (lakes) which were filled with groups of royal swans
and which were. beautiful due to jewelled steps (leading to the
water).

8. It was bright by the towering buildings, which were white
like autumnal clouds, as if due to the fame earned by conquering
all other cities.

9. It was a pleasure-grove where the creepers in the form
of ladies bloomed, which was as it were the sportive mark on
the forehead of the lotus-eyed lady in the form of the southern
direction.

10. It had always full-moon nights due to the shining dvijaraja
(great Brahmins, lit. moon) and had a new divine armour due to
the vicinity of the group of gandbarvas (divine singers).

11. It was like the crown of Rudra where groups of serpents
(lit. paramours) reside. It had a girdle of golden mountain where
a group of gods (lit. good-minded people) moved
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12. It was like the sport of good fortune, a store-house of
all wealth, a necklace of all jewels and the shore of the ocean
of merit.

13. The orb of the sun at the top of the palaces appeared
like a golden pot to the onlookers.

14. The deer-eyed (ladies) moving about on the terraces of
the mansions touched the moon thinking it to be a ball of pearls.

15. When the sound of tabors resounded in its mansions,
the peacocks unnecessarily started dancing (thinking it to be the
rumbling of clouds).

16. The interiors of the palaces were carved out of rubies.
Hence they always looked like the evening clouds.

17. In the evening, streaks of smoke would issue out of the
latticed windows, as if they were the darkness frightened by the
light of the lamps inside.

18. The pools had flights of steps made of precious stones.
Hence the chakravaka birds did not suffer separation even at night
(as there was light always).

19. The moon was ashamed, as it did not have the beauty
of lotus-like faces of the damsels there. Hence it exhibited its heart-
pain in the guise of the dark spot.

20. The side-long glances of the ladies there carried away

the hearts of youths. Hence cupid had no desire to collect the
missiles of flowers,

21. The minds of the swans were attracted by the melodi_cus
jingling sound of anklets. Hence they waited upon the ladies as
if to get their sportive gait.

22. The ladies there blocked by their plump breasts the

sky which was defeated in its desire to attain similarity (of
expansiveness).

23. The damsels there had toughness in their round breasts
(not in their hearts), crookedness in their massive hair (not in their

behaviour) and thinness in their waists (not in their glory)-
(Madburavyjaya 1. 43-65).

The deplorable condition of the region ruled over by Sultan
of Madura is described by the talented poctess Gangadevi in a
picturesque manner. The superintending deity of Madura speaks
to Kampa in his dream as follows:
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1. The city which was well-known in the past as Madhura
due to its sweetl appearance, has lost jis glory and is tormented.
It is now properly called Vyaghra-puri (because it is fearful like
a tiger).

2. Being afraid that the mass of falling bricks may often
disturb god Ranganatha, who is in yogic sleep at Shrirangam, the
primeval serpent checks them by his group of hoods.

3. Alas! the spiders are moving over the yams of the cob-
web around the image of Shiva, the destroyer of Gajasura. The
temple is in a state as if crushed by wild elephants, and Shiva
has no other company (as the worshippeers have gone away).

4. The wooden doors of the temples are eaten up by white
ants. The central hall is overgrown with grass. The central shrine
of many a temple is crumbling. T am grieved to lock at such temples.

5. The temples which resounded everywhere by the music
of drums in the past, become now fearful by the terrifying howl
of jackals.

6. The waterofthe river Kaveri transgressing its usual boundary
is now flowing in a wrong course and is going astray. Alas! it
is thus imitating the turushkas (as the dams are broken by them).

7. The agrabaraswhich always had the fragrance of sacrificial
smoke and the chanting of the Vedas previously, have now the
offensive smell issuing from the (roasting of) raw flesh and the
harsh sounds of the rurushkas very much intoxicated by wine.

8. I feel sorry to look at the gardens around Madura, where
the groves of coconut trees have been cut down. It is now surrounded
by rows of spears on which garlands made of a number of human
skulls are dangling.

9. There used to be on the royal roads the very charming
jingling sound of the jewelled anklets of ladies. Now there is the
tinkling sound of the iron fetters of the duijas. It causes pain to
my ears.

10. The cob-webs caused by the intermixture of the yarns
of the spiders spreading around are now serving as the silken garments
covering the idols on lhe city-gates.

11. The couriyards of the palaces which used to become cool
by sprinkling of water mixe

dal-paste, are
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now soiled by the tears of the duvijas held in captivity. They cause
pain to my heart

12. 1 do not feel as much grieved by the harsh hooting of
groups of owls in the devastated gardens, as | do not hear the

parrols in the houses of the Yavanas, as the parrots utter in the
Persian language.

13. The water of the river Tamraparni which used to be white
due to the sandal paste from the breasts of young ladies (bathing

in it), now becomes red due.to the blood of cows killed around
by the ruffians.

14. The ecarth does not yield crops as before. Indra does
not shower rains as before. Yama untimely carries away the men
that remain- after being killed by the Yavanas in this land.

15.  The lips of the ladies are dried up by long sighs.
Their hair is loosened and dishevelled. Their eyes are filled with

profuse tears. I feel grieved to look at such faces of the Dravida
ladies.

(Madburavijaya; sarga 8 Verses 1-15.)

Shrirangapattana, which is near Mysore, was still under Muslim
rule. Hence Gopanarya, a commander of Kampa attacked it. The
Muslim ruler ran away. Shrirangapattana was captured earlier by
the Muslim ruler in 1327. Hence the devotees had taken the image
of god Shriranganatha for the sake of safety to Tirupati. Now as
the Muslim rule was no longer there, the image was brought

back and installed ceremoniously at Shrirangapattana (Epigrapbia
Indica Vol6, No.33, p. 323).

Sayana, as a minister, was very efficient in administration.
If he heard of any disturbance in the kingdom, he immediately
did the needful to, curb it. Hence the subjects in the Vijayanagara
empire were fearless and happy. Pathashalas (Schools) were
established at many places. Scholars wrote many works in Sanskrit,
Kannada, Telegu and Tamil languages. Irrigation brought prosperity
to agriculturists. Fine arts got encouragement. In short due to the
intelligence, cfficiency and sincerity of . Sayana the reign of king
Bukka became very pleasing to the people.

When Sayana was scrving as a minister for Bukka, a quarrel
started between the Shrivaishnavas (followers of Ramanuja) who
were in majority and the Jainas who were in minority. The
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Shrivaishnavas claimed that they alone had the right of using five
musical instruments in their temples and that the Jainas had no
right. Bukka invited the chiefs of the Shrivaishnava sect and the
Jaina sect. He said them "All the sects are equally respectable to
us. We make no discrimination between them. Our order is that
Jainas have the right of using all the five musical instruments in
their Bastis (places of worship). Nobody should object to it. None
should quarrel on this point. An attack on the Jainas is as bad
as an attack on the Shrivaishnavas. The followers of Shrivaishnavism
should protect the followers of Jainism. In our opinion Shrivaishnavas
are not different from Jainas. They are like two parts of the same
body. They belong to this society. A person who goes against this
order will be treated as a traitor." (Mysore Gazetreer, Vol 2,
part 3, chapter 11, p. 1483 and Epigraphia Carnatica, Vol. 2,
Shravanabelgol No. 1306).

Harihara-II and Sayana

After the death of king Bukka in 1376, his eldest son Harihara-
IT succeeded him. Kampa had died in 1374. Madhavacharya was
then about eighty years old. Hence he took up renuciatien, went
to Shringeri and stayed with his preceptor Bharatitirtha. Sayana was
already in the ministry of king Harihara-Il. Looking to the sincerity,
effeciency and long experience of Sayana, king Harihara-1I appointed
him as the Chief Minister. Hence Sayana is rightly mentioned as
Samrajya-Dburandbara (bearing the responsibility of the empire).

Bharatitirtha died in 1380 at Shringeri, and Madhavacharya,
who named Vidyaranya after he took up renunciation, became the
Chief of the martb at Shringeri. Thus the elder brother, was the
religious head at Shringeri and the younger brother was the Chief
Minister at Vijayanagara. Religion and politics complemented each
other to make the Vijayanagara empire a prosperous state. Vidyaranya
continued to be the spiritual guide of king Iarihara-Il, and Sayana
was his political guide. Hence the reign of king Harihara-II became
prosperous and happy.

Some disturbance was created by the Kadambas in Konkan
and by the Andhras in Warangal. They were immediately put down
by king Harihara-Il. A rebellion which broke out in the Chola and
Pandya regions was also ellectively curbed. The western parts of
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Dabhol and Kharepatan were captured by the Vijayanagara forces.
The northern frontier of the empire extended upto the river Krishna,
and Vijayanagara could establish its hold on the western sea coast.

Harihara-Il was a very liberal person. He donated much wealth
and large land to the temples at Shringeri, Shrirangapattana and
Venkatadri, so that the worship could continue there uninterrupted.
He had catholicity of mind. Hence he gave financial assistance to
the Jainas for building their Bastis (Place of worship). He helped
the Virashaivas also to build temples. Harihara visited Shringeri and
established an agrabara there by donating land to maintain 250
persons. The agrabara was fittingly called Vidyaranyapura. It catered
to the educational and religious needs of the society.

It is interesting to note that a village called Sayanapura near
Kampili was gifted by the later Vijayanagara king Krishnadevaraya
to his preceptor Vyasaraya in a.n. 1513 (South Indlan Inscriptions,
Vol. 4, p. 72 Inscription No. 277, Line 93).

When Sayana was appointed as the Chief Minister of Harihara-
II he was aboui sixty years old. At this mature age he not only
successfully carried out his political responsibility, but also undertook
the heavy task of writing a commentary on the Atharvaveda. He
had already written commentaries on the other three Vedas, Rigveda,
Yajurveda and Samaveda.

In the introduction to his commentary on the Atharvaveda
Sayana says — From the king Bukka was born Harihara, as the
moon is born from the ocean of milk3%. He ordered Sayanacharya
to illumine the Veda known as Atharvana, seeing that it is fundamental.
Sayanacharya, who is kind, had first very briefly commented upon
the Purvamimamsa and Uttaramimamsa, and then he started
commenting on the Vedas. Having explained the three Vedas, which
give otherwordly result (heaven), he wishes to explain the fourth

Veda which gives the fruits here (health, wealth happiness, etc.)
and hereafterf®,

At the end of the commentary on the second kanda of the
Atharvaveda i is clearly mentioned that the commentary has beeri
written by Sayanacharya who bears the responsibility of governmg
the kingdom of king Harihara*!

Sayana states — "The duty of a brabmin priest required for
the sacrifices like darsha-purnamasa, which lead to otherwordly
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result, can be known from the Arbarvaveda only. The Atharvaveda
contains many mantra-s which are pacificatory in nature. There
are also mantra-s which are meant for prosperity. Certain other
manira-s are meant for royal ceremonies. Some mantra-s relate
to gifts. The duty of a purobita (royal priest) can be performed
only by a person who knows the Atharvaveda. Thus it gives the
fruits here"42. The Atbarvaveda contains many philosophical hymns.
Hence it can lead one to Brahman, the Highest Reality, hereafter.

When Sayana wrote his commentary on the Atharvaveda,
Madhavacharya had taken up renunciation and he was named
Vidyaranya. This is known from a verse in the introduction of Sayana's
commentary on the Atharvaveda in which he says— "Being tormented
by the Sun of Nescience, 1 resort to Vidyaranya; because a forest
(aranya) causes happiness to a person heated by the rays of the
Sun3.

After the work of writing a commentary on the
Atharvaveda was over, king Harihara-II requested Sayana to explain
a work that would throw light on the ultimate principle. Hence
Sayana undertook the task of writing a commentary on the Shatapatha
Brabmana, which belongs to the Madbyandina Shakba of the Shukla
Yajurvedd™. 1t contains many interesting and illuminating stories
regarding cosmogony; it deals with worship of gods and teaches
philosophy too.

Still other work written by Sayana while working under Harihara-
Il is Yajnatantra-sudbanidbi. It relates to the performance of
sacrifices?’.

In the introduction to his commentary on the Taittiriya Sambita,
the Riguveda, the Samaveda, the Kanva Sambitaand the Atharvaveda,
Sayana has stated that he has explained very briefly the Purvamimamsa
and Uttaramimamsa. These very brief commentaries on the two
mimamsas are not available. Possibly they are included in the
]aiminiya—nyayamala and Vaiyasika-nyayamala ascribed 1o
Madhavacharya and Bharatitirtha respectively, whom Sayana might
have helped when they were writing those books.

When Sayana was serving as the Chiel Minister of king Harihara-
I, there was disturbance created by the Muslim invaders in the
Western region around Konkan and Goa. Sayana advised the king
to take suitable action. King Harihara-11 directed Madhava Mantri,
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who was governing the region around Banavasi, to attack the invaders
and sent a large coniingent to help him. Madhava Mantri knew
very well the province around Goa. The army of king Iarihara-
11 entered Goa. A fierce fight ensued and finally the Muslim invaders
were driven away or killed. Thus the Muslim rule in Konkan and
Goa came to an end, and the whole region from Malvan to Malabar
was annexed to the Vijayanagara empire. Now the Vijayanagara
empire stretched from the river Krishna in the north to Kanyakumari
in the south and from the western ocean to the eastern ocean.
Madhava Mantri governed the region around Banavasi and the Konkan
region (Mysore Gazelteer, vol. 1, part 3, chap. 11, p. 1442).



Domestic Life and Personality

Sayana led a happy domestic life. His wife Hemavati was an ideal
lady. He had three sons, namely Kampana, Mayana and Shingana.
Kampana was a good musician. He attained the title ‘sangita-visharada’.
Mayana was a renowned poet. He earned the tide 'Kavikulashekhara’.
Shingana was a great Vedic scholar. He received the title 'Vedavidya-
sagara’. Sayana had paid much attention to the education of his
sons. This is evident in a verse in Alamkara-sudbanidhi®S.

Sometimes there used to be long discussions on various topics
by scholars, who came to the house of Sayana. At other times
there would be critical appreciation of poetry or composition of
charming poems. Sometimes there would be the music of children
learning to play on the vina. Thus the home of Sayana was busy
in various activitiesi’.

Sayana was tall, fair, magnanimous and had a pleasing
personality. His behaviour was well-known for modesty."He was
bright like fire and pleasing like the moon". He was heroic as
well as liberal. There was hardly a person equal to him®.

Young Sayana used to bow down to the feet of his mother
and father. He used to worship the cow by giving grass. He used
to propitiate God every day?.

Sayana used to please his wife by giving her diamond necklace
or silken garment awarded to him by the king to celebrate the
victory in war®°,

Personality

The personality of Sayana has been highly prised by his younger
brother Bhoganatha, who was a great poet. Leaving a good margin
for poetic imagination and exaggeration, one may say that Bhoganatha
has presented a farily reliable picture of his elder brother Sayana,
for whom he had high regard.

The greatness of Sayana has been described by Bhoganatha
as follows in his work Udabaranamala :
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O master Sayana, the wealth of the enemies was conquered
by your wisdom and valour. But it has been taken away by charity
and enjoyment. This is wonderful®!.

Mayana’s son Sayana, who has kindly rendered fearless the
kingdom, governed by the moon in the form of Kamparaja, is victorious,
as he makes beautiful decorations in the provinces®.

See king Sangama’s kingdom entrusted to the minister Sayana.
Its enjoyment is much appreciated by the wise men, who take
delight in learning and entertainment.

This indicates that as the kingdom was under the able protection
of Sayana, it was free from disturbance. As there were not enemies,
the king was free from anxiety. He had leisure to enjoy poetry
and drama. Hence scholars resorted to him and received rewards
from him for their literary work53.

It is true that when you, noble Sayana, are governing the
land, all the people attain enjoyment and happiness. But their enemies,
afflicted by hunger and heaving long sighs, imatiate in the mountains
and forests>,

Sayana was not only a learned scholar, but also a brave warrior.
His heroism is described by Bhoganatha as follows :

When angry Sayana starts to conquer the land, the eight directions
are crushed by the dashing of the herds of trumpeting strong elephants
that are difficult to conquer. All othe sounds are merged in the
loud neighing of the horses. The sky is covered by the massive
dust raised by the brave soldiers, who are eager to crush (the
enemy) by their attack5S.

(The enemy kings say —) We have lost our land and wealth
due to the impetuousness of the great minister Sayana, who is
bent upon securing great empire for the brave king Sangama. We
are secretly moving about in the forests and caves. What is the
use of these very tall, intoxicated and loudly trumpeting elephants
or of the neighing horses for us.

Looking at Sayana, who has put down on the battle-field the
rising pride of the enemy with (the strength of) his arms, Narasimha
who killed the enemy by the tips of his nails, or Shiva who burnt
the enemy simply_ by (the glance of) his eye, shining like the petal
of a fresh louts, would be very much wonder-struck5’.
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Having heard the sound of your war-drums the lions in the
forest wake up form their sleep and attack even the elephant painted
in a picture (in the palace) of the cnemy king®8. (This suggests
that the cnemy king has run away from the palace along with
his vetinue, as he is frightened.)

O Sayana, your sword which bears the reflection of the opposing
army on the batle-field, sports like god Vishnu, carrying on his
chest the three worlds, in the ocean?.

He (Sayana) always gives wealth to the leamed and a good

fight to the enemies. This leads to his well-being and fame®.

The pleasing personality of Sayana is described as
follows :

"0 Sayana, having seen you, who have a smiling lotus-like
face, broad eyes, long arms reaching upto the knees, incomparable
form and bright lustre, my broad eyes too become fruitful®!.

Here is a conversation of two ladies :

"Young friend, 1 have heard that dear Sayana is going out
for a military conquest".

“Tell me. friend, the time of his departure".

"] cannot say that".

"What will happen if you tell?"

"I don't know that".

"May there be victory in his military expedition. May he go

happily, when I am asleep;" (so that his departure does not become
painful to me.)%2

O friend, is he the vernal season, or Moon or Cupid incarnate?
The minister, Sayana by name, is truly not merely a man®.

Even ascetics desiring to know the Ulimate Reality resort o
the learned master Sayana and become happy by realising the
paramatman. Please tell me whether this Sayana is a loving person
enjoying the company of his beloved, an erotic or a person having
a liking for music and literature®."

The all-round perfection and greatness of Sayana are described
by Bhoganatha as follows :

[s it due to your good fortune, meritorius as you are, or
is it due to the power of your mantra (charm or politicl wisdom)
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that the following divinities have come to you ol their own accord
as the master, O great minister Sayana. Lakshmi (the goddess of
wealth), Saraswati (the goddess of learning), Vasumati (the goddess
of Earth), Kirti (fame) and Nit (polity) do not [eel jealous of one
another. They in fact are complementary to one another®

Sayana's second son Mayana (the Kannada form of Madhava)
has written a work called Smriti-Raina on Dbarmashastra. In the
introductory verses of this work he has praised Sayana as
follows® .

While creating the world, god Brahma produced the various
Vedas etc. in due order, but was worried every minute as regards
their protection. Therefore, I think, he created from a portion of
himself, Sayana the great minister who decoratgs the earth, and
thus Brahma has atiained happiness.

Vishnu had incarnated himself in the Yadu race to do his
duty. Now he is born in dvija family as Sayana. Otherwise who
would in this Kali age occupy the position of a minister and work
to make the learned men happy for the sake of dbarma ?

Shiva, the consort of Parvati, has now truly become the great
minister Sayana to enjoy the kingdom on this earth. Otherwise how
could the divinities be in his speech, and how could there be
omniscience? It is strange that he is inclined to give gold, etc.,
every day for the prosperity of the learned men.

(Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in the Madras
Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library, Vol XXVII, 1937, P.P.S. Shastri’s
introduction, p.ii and text p. 10085).

Mayana (alias Madhava) has written the popular work Sarva-
darshana-samgarba®’. In this book there is no chapter on Shankara-
darshana at all in a number of manuscripts. The book ends with
Patanjala-darshana. Some manuscripts conain the Shankara-darshana
and the authorship of this darsbhana is ascribed to Sayana®®.

It appears strange that in Theodor Aufrecht’s Caralogus
Catalogorum, Part 1. pp. 711-12 hundred and ten works are listed
under the name cof Sayana. The list includes all the works ascribed
to. Madhavacharya and Vidyaranya as well. Sayana's commentary
on the Vajasaneya Sambita is mentioned in Catalogus Catalogorum,
Part 11, p.233.



The Contribution of Sayana

The greatest contribution of Sayana is in the ficld ol Vedic exegesis.
At the beginning of his commentary on every hymn Sayana first
states the name of the rishi, the divinity, the metre, and its application
in a particilar rite or sacrifice. He paraphrases each and every word
in the text, pointing out its grammatical peculiarity and gives
etymological derivations of difficult words. When a word is obscure,
he generally gives two or more meanings. [{e quotes relevant aphorisms
from Panini's Ashtadbyayi. He refers to many other works such
as Bribaddevata and Sarvanukramani. He fully, quotes the
explanations of Yaska. He narrates many legends in the course
ol his commentary. He mentions the view of earlier commentators
also. While explaining the famous Hiranyagarbha hymn
(Rigveda X-121) Sayana has given four different interpreuations for
the word kasmai 5% Thus Sayana has tried to make his commentary
as complete and perfect as possible.

It is probable that Sayana received help from various scholars
while writing commentaries on the Vedas?™. This is suggested by
the fact that king Harihara-II donated lands to three persons, namely
Narayana Vajapeyaji, Narahari Somayaji and Pandari Dikshita. The
copper plate grant dated 1386 refers to the scholars as chaturveda-
bhasbya pravartaka (promoters of the commentary on the four Vedas)
(Mysore Archeological Report for 1914-15. para 39).

Sayana must have found out the great scholars in different
fields of learning, he must have invited them to Vijayanagara and
made arrangement for their stay as well as maintenance, he must
have had intelligent discussions with them and must have encouraged
them to study further and wrilte books; he must have improved
upon their writing and must have engaged himsell sincerely in
writing important works. All this was possible because Sayana had
the strong support and help of king Bukka and Harihara-IL

There is a copper plate grant dated 1377, in which it is stated
that king Harihara-1l created an agrabara called Bukkarayapura
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consisting of fourteen villages (in Krishnarajapete ‘Taluk of Hassan
District) and divided it arnong sixty persons. The first two donees
are Sayanacharya and his son Shingana who was a Vedic scholar.

In the year 1378 king Harihara-11 set up another agrabara
called Bonnalapura in memory of his mother. His minister Mudda-
dandesha divided it among thirtysix persons. The first name among
the donees is that of Sayanacharya. It is interesting to note that
Sayanacharya did not keep it for himself. He donated it to Ramachandra
Bhaua, belonging to Vishvamitra Gotra and Apastamba Sutra (Mysore
Archaeological Report for 1914-15, para 42).



Western Critics of Sayana

When weslern countries came in contact with India, the atitention
of western scholars was attracted to Sanskrit literature, especially
the Vedas.. Prol. Max Muller of the Oxford University collected
many manuscripts of the Rigreda with Sayana's commentary, collated
them and published them after working hard for twentyfive years
(1849-1874). The finance for this purpose was provided by the
East India Company.

In the preface to the sixth volume of the Rigveda (p.27) Max
Muller says— "Savana relers but seldom to former commentators
on the Rigveda. Those whom he does mention do no longer exist,
or at all events no MSS. of them have ever yet reached Europe.
It is more than doubtful, even whether any of them were real
commenlaries on the Rigveda."

Max Muller said this in 1871-72 when other commentaries
on the Rigveda were not available. But now the commentaries on
the Rigreda by Skandasvamin, Udgitha, Venkatamadhava and Mudgal
are available. They are edited by Vishvabahdhu Shastri and published
by the Vishvesbvarananda Vedic Research Institute, Hoshiarpur in
seven volumes. The commentary on the first ashtaka of the Rigveda
by Madhava is published by Dr. C. Kunhan Raja at Adyar (Madras).

Max Muller says further — "When I resolved to devote my
leisure to a critical edition of the text and commentary of the Rigveda
rather than to an independent study of the text, it was chiefly
from a conviction that the rational interpretaion ol the Rigveda,
as embodied in the commentary ol Sayana and other works of
a similar character, could not be neglected with impunity, and that
sooner or later a complete edition of these works would be recognised
as a nccessity. It is well-known to those who have followed my
literary publications that I never entertained any exaggerated opinion
as to the value ol the traditional interpretation of the Veda, handed
down in the theological schools of India, and preserved to us
in the great commentary of Sayana. More than twenty years ago,
when it required more courage to speak out than now, I expressed
my opinion on that subject in no ambiguous language, and was
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blamed for it by some of those who now speak of Sayana as
a mere drag in the progress of Vedic scholarship. Even =z drag,
however, is sometimes more conducive to the safe advancement
of learning than a whip; and those who recollect the history of
Vedic scholarship during the last five and twenty years, know best
that, with all its faults and wecaknesses Sayana’s commentary was
a sine qua non for a scholar-like study of the Rigveda. 1 do not
wonder that other who have more recently entered on that study
are inclined to speak disparagingly of the scholastic interpretaions
of Sayana. They hardly know how much we all owe to his guidance
in effecting our first entrance into the fortress of Vedic language
and Vedic religion, and how much even they, without being aware
of it, are indebted to that Indian Eustathius. I do not withdraw
an opinion which 1 expressed many years ago; and for which I
was much blamed at that time, that Sayana in many cases teaches
us how the Veda ought not to be, rather than how it ought to
be understood. But for all that, who does not know how much
assistance may be derived from a first translation, even though
it is imperfect, nay how often the very mistakes of our predecessors
help us in finding the right track? If now we can walk without
Sayana, we ought to bear in mind that five and twenty years ago
we could not have made even our first steps, we could never,
at least, have gained a firm footing without his leading strings.
Therefore we can see further than he could, let us not forget that
we are standing on his shoulders (Vedic Hymns Part 1, Preface
PP Xxix-xxxi).

H.H. Wilson, Professor of Sanskrit in Oxford University, translated
the whole of Rigveda following the commentary of Sayana. He
says— "Although the interpretation of Sayana may be occasionally
questioned, he undoubtedly had a knowledge of his text far beyond
the pretension of any European scholar and must have been in
possession, either through his own learning or that of his assistants,
of all the interpretations which had been perpetuated by traditional
teaching from the earliest times. (Rigreda, English Translation, Vol.1.
Introduction p. xlix)

Some of the Western scholars like Roth and Grassmann think
that as Sayana had only traditional learning, and as he was removed
from the Vedic times by about three thousand years, he cannot
give proper meaning of the Vedas. It is true that from the age
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ol the Brahbmanas 1o that of Sayana the pattern of ritualistic
interpretation has nol much changed. It is equally true that though
there is a gap in the literary record, there has been absolutely
no gap in the transmission of the Vedic tradition. The effort made
by Western Indologists for explaining the Vedas with the help of
comparative philology and comparative mythology is, no doubt,
praiseworthy. But the fact remains that they are farther removed
from the Vedic times as well as from the Vedic tradition.

Moreover the Western scholars and the Indian scholars differ
in many respects in their outlook on life and literature. Hence
it often becomes impossible for a Western scholar to enter into
the spirit of India, which remains unapproachable and baffling to
him. However, German scholars like Pischel and Geldner have given
due credit to Sayana, fully recognizing the value of his commentary
to Vedic interpretation. They have expressed in unequivocal terms
their opinion that in the matter of Vedic exegesis greater reliance
ought to be placed on the orthodox Indian tradition represented
by Yaska, and Sayana, tlan on modern philological methods.
Linguistics may help one to understand the bare meaning of a
Vedic word, but the spirit behind that word
will not be adequately realised without due appreciation of the
indigenous tradition (Vedische Studien, Vol. I,
Intro. p. 6).

According to A.A.Macdonell (History of Sanskrit Literature,
p- 275) the Vedic commentaries have a composite authorship. He
says— "In concluding this account of Vedic literature, 1 cannot omit
to say a few words about Sayana, the great mediaeval Vedic scholar,
to whom or to whose initiation we owe a number of valuable
commentaries on the Rigveda, the Aitareya Brabmanaand Aranyaka,
besides a number of other works. His comments on the two Sambitas
would appear to have been only partially composed by himself
and to have been completed by his pupils".

It is opined that Sayana was the general editor whose function
was to co-ordinate as far as feasible the work done by the scholars
independently. Thus in the opinion of some scholars the commentaries
are an outcome of the combination of the efforts made by various
persons, to whom portions of the great work were assigned. Such
‘a plan is not without its disadvantages. All co-operative cnterprises
of this kind involve some discrepancy.



Sayana 36

W.D. Whitney (Introduction to Atharvaveda Sambila, p. 1xviii)
opines that there are some discrepancies in the commentary on
the Atharvaveda. Hence the commentator of the Atharvaveda may
be different from Sayana, the commenuator of the Rigveda. But
such need nol be the casc. The so-called discrepancy can be explained
as due to the different context and different application (viniyoga)
of the mantra-s.



Special Features of Sayana’s Interpretation

Sometimes Sayana gives an interpretation dilferent from the one
given by Yaska. For example, Sayana explains Rigueda x.164.32
as follows :

"Birth preceded by the painful stay in the embryo is indicated
here and to avoid it, it is taught that Atman should be realised.
lle who in ordinary life swudies the Vedas or engages himself in
agriculture or commerce does not know the Atman. Atman is different
from the mountain, river, ocean, relatives etc. seen by him. Being
covered by the placenta he suffers in the womb, as he reincarnates
again and again. To overcome this (cycle of birth and death) Atman
should be realised. This is the meaning intended by those who
have realised Atman’!."

Yaska has interpreted the mantra as referring to the natural
phenomena of cloud, lightning and rain (Virukia 11.9).

When Sayana comments on a philosophic hymn, he interprets
it according to the view of Advaita Vendanta. Thus he explains
Rigveda 1.86.10 as follows :

"Destroy the positive ignorance which is in the cave (heart)
of the body. Remove all the desire, anger etc. which devour the
values ot life. (Purushartha). Give the light of knowledge in the
form of the realisation of the Highest Reality."”?

While commenting on the Creation Hymn (Rigvedax.129) Sayana
explains the word asar as, ’indescribable like the horn ol a hare’
and he explains the word saf as 'which can be described as existent
like the Atman’. The word svadha is explained as maya (Cosmic
Power).73

While commenting on the Vagambbrini bymn (Rigveda x.125,
Atharvaveda V. 30) Sayana says— "Seer Ambhrina’s daughter Vak,
who had realised her identity with Brahman, which is the basis
for the idea of the whole world, and which is of the nawre of
existence, knowledge, bliss, describes hersell as being the scll of
all". Here the mystical experience is explained in terms of the ldvaita
Vedanta.™
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Sometimes Sayana gives alternate meanings. Thus for example
while explaining the mantra, Rigueda 11.23.15 he [irst gives the
higher spiritual singilicance as follows :

"O Brihaspati, born of Rita (the Cosmic Law), give us the
brilliant wealth in the form of Brabman-lustre, which a noble person
honours, and which shines brightly with knowledge among the
people.”

Then Sayana gives the lower mundane meaning— "A noble
person honours very much the wealth given by you. 1t shines brightly
among the people and helps them ‘in their work. By the abundance

of food etc,, it brightens the person possessing it. Give us such
great wealth.”s

Sayana has quoted the Aitareya Brabmana(4.11) which supports
the higher spiritual significance.



Conclusion ,

At the begining of the fourleenth century a.p. Indian culture was
at stake in South India. There was no security for life and property,
and the very values cherished by the people appeared to collapse.
When everything indigenous looked like getting annihilated, Karnataka
saw the rise of Vijayanagara empire. The establishment of Vijayanagara
empire was an event of great importance that alfected not only
the political history of South India, but also its religious and cultural
history, The credit of freeing South India from the devastating effects
of Mohammedan occupation gocs to the Vijayanagara kings. The
establishment of Vijayanagara empire led to the renaissance of
Hinduism.

The Vijayanagara empirc fostered to a great extent literary
activity. Scholars like Madhavacharya and poets like Bhoganatha
flourished during the initial period. Compendia on traditional
knowgedge, which might have been otherwise lost, were prepared
such as Ayurveda-sudbanidbi, Yajnatantra-sudbanidbi, Prayashcbhitta-
sudbanidbi, Alamkara-sudbanidbi, Purushartba-sudbanidbi and
Subbashita-sudbanidbi. Commentaries on the Vedas were written.
Vijayanagara encouraged all religious sects and patronised all kinds
of fine art. Huge temples were built provided with strong enclosures
and uall gopura-s.

Vijayanagara was the national state in every sense of the term.
It was national in its origin, national in its aims, objects and inspiration
were national in its spirit and performance. On the political plane
itsell it fulfilled the urge and need of independent living and freedom
from alien bondage, intensively longed for by myriads of humanity
not only in Karnataka and South India, but also in the Indian sub-
continent as a whole ... The founders, it is clear, were not actuated
by the narrow, self-centered motive of personal ambition or family
and group domination. Thus it was an all-embracing movement.
.. The movement was truly representative in character, sponsoring
the cause of the entire Indian Nation of hoary waditions, Bharata
varsha. Bbarata Rashira.
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The Vedic mind of true Hindus transcends the narrow barriers
ol region, race and religion and auaches supreme impcrtance to
man as the noblest creation of providence, believing in the universality
and brotherhogd of mankind. Thus the foudations of Vijayanagara
were as widely laid as the boundaries of India and as deeply as
the Vedic life and culture. That Vijayanagara lived up to these sublime
ideals of Bharata Rashtra is borne oul by its incessant practices
and unmitigated performances.

(Dr. P.B. Desai, A History of Karnataka, pp. 398-99)

Sayana served the Vijayanagara kingdom when it was in its
formative period. Ile was a unique personality. He was an erudite
scholar, a brave warrior, a liberal householder and an able administrator
all rolled into one. Sayana worked as minister in the Vijayanagara
kingdom for more than forty years. Out of this long period he
devoted about twenty years of his fruitful life to the exposition
of the Vedic Literature.

Following is a complete list of works written by Sayana:

1. Subhashita-sudhanidhi 13. Aitareya-aranyaka-bhashya
2. Prayasuchitta-sudhanidhi 14. Samaveda-bhashya
3. Ayurveda-sudhanidhi 15. Tandya-brahmana-bhashya
4. Alamkara-sudhanidhi 16. Shadvimsha-brahmana-
bhashya
5. Purushartha-sudhanidhi 17. Samavidhana-brahmana-
bhashya
6. Yajnalantra-sudhanidhi 18. Arsheya-brahmana-bhashya
7. Madhaviya-dhatuvritti 19. Devatadhyaya-brahmana-
bhashya
8. Taittiriya-samhita-bhashya 20. Chandogya-brahmana-
bhashya
9. ’l"aitliriya-bral{mana- 21. Sambhitopanishad-
bhashya brahmana-bhashya
10 Taittiriya-aranyaka-bhashya 22. Vamsha-brahmana-
bhashya
11. Rigveda-bhashya 23. Shatapatra-brahmana-

bhashya
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12. Aitareya-brahmana- 24. Kanva-samhila-bhashya
bhashya
25. Atharvaveda-bhashya

The list shows that Sayana was well-acquainted with classical
Sanskrit literature, Dbarmashastra, Alamkara-shastra. Mimamsa,
Vyakarana, Ayurveda, Vedic literature and Vedanta.

The exact dates of the birth and death of Sayana are not
known. According to Theodor Aufrecht, Sayana died in 1387 (Catalogus
or Catalogorum, Part I, p. 711).

In the absence of the commentaries of Sayana, it would have
been very difficult to understand the meaning of the Vedas. Hence
as long as the Vedas exist, the name of Sayana will be greatly
remembered.



Appendix - I

Sayana has described the greatness of king Bukka and his own
elder brother Madhavacharya as follows in the introduction to his
Purushartha-sudbanidhbi. (Reference No. 23, verses 1 and 2):

King Bukka follows the one vow of truth. His intellect is
two-fold : mundane and transcendental. He respects the three values
of dbarma, artha and kama. He knows the four aspects of wealth,
namely, earning, protecting, increasing and using. He practises. the
five-fold instruments of action, namely, sabaya (help) upaya (means),
kala-desha-vibbaga (deciding the proper time and place), vinipata
(calamity) and pratikara (counter-action). He knows the six-fold
polity of samadpi (truce), vigraba (war), yana fauack), asana
(remaining steady at one place), dvaidba (creating dissension in
the enemy’s side) and ashraya (1aking the refuge of a friend). He
has all the seven requirements of a kingdom, namely,.svami(kingship),
amaltya(ministers), subrit(friends), kosha (treasure), rashtra (country),
durga (forts) and bala (army). He is amsha (part) of god Shiva
who has eight aspects of prithvi (earth), apa (water), tejas (light),
vayu (air), akasha (space), surya (sun), chandra (moon) and yajna
(sacrifice). He possesses the nine types ol wealth known as
mabapadma, padma, shankba, makara, kacchapa, mukund, kunda,
nila and kharva. He develops the activities of the ten indriyas
namely, the five senses and the five organs of action. He bears

the responsibility of prospering the followers of smriti. May be
he victorious. '

Indra had Brihaspati and his preceptor. Nala had Sumati, Shaibya
had Medbhatithi, Yudhishthira had Dhaumya; Vainya (Prithu) had
Svauja, Nimi had Gautama, and holy Rama had Vasishtha, the introvert
sage as his preceptor. Similarly, the king (Bukka) has Madhavacharya
as his family-preceptor and minister.



Appendix-II

EFFECTS OF MUSLIM INVASION
A

1. Those early decades of the 14th century were full of
political confusion with the army of the Delhi Sultans attacking
with fury and destroying' the fabric of society. There was no security
for life and property and much more than all the very values cherished
by the people of the south appeared to collapse.

(Karnatak State Gazetteer Part 1, p. 278)

2. Khvaja Jahan then entered Kampli and carried off the
principal inhabitants including the dead raja’s eleven sons into
slavery. The Hindu princes were forced to accept Islam, but were
otherwise treated with the distinction due to their high birth and
their father’s valour.

(The Cambridge History of India, Vol. 1lI, p. 140)

3. The year a.p. 1346, marks a new era in the history of
Southern India. It saw the land rise out from a period of eight
and sixty years of struggle, during which the intrepid hoofs of
alien soldiers had defiled the country in all directions, into an age
when the new rulers did all they could to make the people more
happy and peaceful than \Lhey had ever been before. After half
a century of humiliation the people at last realized the need of
winning freedom from alien rulers in order to protect their homes
and their ancient heritage.

(Dr. B.A. Saletore, Social and Political Life in the Vijayanagara
Empire, p. 18)

4. The destruction of Hindu temples and the atrocities
committed by the Muslim invaders hastened the starting of a movement
for the liberation of the South from the hands of the Muslims.

(Dr. P.B. Desai, 4 History of Karnataka, p. 288.)
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3)

1. FFrom Deogir he (Malik Naib) ok the direct route o
Dvaravatipura, the capital of the Hoysala Ballalas, called by Muslim
Historians Dhorasamundar, the ruins of which are still to be seen
at Halebid, in the Hassan district of the Mysore state. ... Malik
Naib advanced to Madura, which Vira had evacuated, plundered
and destroved the great temple, and then marched eastwards to
the coast.

(The Cambridge History of India, Vol. 111, p. 116.)

2. During these Mahomedan days ... the general of the king
of Mysore named Kampanudiaver, a native of Carnata, having
conquered the Mahomedans, ook possession of the kingdom. He
opened the Siva and Vishnu temples, which had been locked
(throughout the country). He opened the God’s temple at Madura;
and obtained a personal view of the god.

(Dr. B.A. Saletore, Social and Political life in the
Vijayanagara Empire, p. 16)

3. Kampana next proceeded further south against Madura which
was then under Muhammadan potentates. This sultanate of Madura
proved a source of endless annoyance and distress to the people
of the region. Muhammadans there had wrought havoc with temples
and religious institutions at Chidambaram, Srirangam, Madura and
other places. Horrid reports of such atrocities impelled Kampana
to advance against Madura. On the way he released the inervening
territory from Muhammaden tyranny. In the final encounter Kampana

defeated and killed the sultan of Madura and brought to an end

the 3:>;)minablc misrule of these governors in that region, in about
A.D. 71

(Dr P.B. Desai, A History of Karnataka, p. 346.)
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MINORITIES PROTECTED

“One event of Bukka's reign which has assumed national importance
on account of its magnitude in the socio-religious plain was the
Jaina-Ramanuja conciliation. The dispute between the Jainas and
the Shrivaishnavas (the followers of Ramanuja) over the rights and
privileges in respect of their religious performances assumed serious
proportions at this time. The Jainas who were in a state of minority
were harassed by the Shrivaishnavas who formed a majority. The
Jainas therefore appealed to the Vijayanagara sovereign for justice.
In the presence of the representatives of the two communities
and the general public who had assembled in his court, Bukka
gave his verdict which may be styled the Jaina-Ramanuja award.
According to the terms of the award, the majority community was
held responsible for safeguarding the rights, privileges and interests
of the minority. In other words, it was the proclamation of a royal
charter of rights granted in favour of the minorities in the stte.

Instances are rare in history of such an equitable decision
in ieligious disputes. This exemplary award stands testimony to
the wisdom of the great monarch who conferred it. It proved effective
as it helped to establish goodwill among the: various communities,
classcs and sections in the empire. This catholic outlook outlined
the general policy of all Vijayanagara kings who, following Bukka,
transcended the narrow barriers and confcrred equal rights and
benefits to their subjects belonging to different rehgnons and faiths,
be they Hindus of different sects or Muslims or even Christians.”

(Dr. P.B. Desai, A History of Karnataka, p. 3506).
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PUBLISHED AND UNPUBLISHED WORKS OF SAYANA
(A
‘Published Works

Rigveda-Bhasbya. Edited by Max Muller and published
at Oxford from 1849 10 -1874. Edited also by Vaidika
Samshodbana Mandala, Pune form 1933 to 1951.

Aitareya-Brabmana-Bhasbya. Edited by Kashinath Shastri
Agashe and published by the Anadashram Sanskrit series
at Pune in 1931.

Aitareya-Aranyaka-Bbashya. Edited by Babashastri
Phadake and published by the Anandashram Sanskrit serses
at Pune in 1943. Reprint 1981. Edited also by Munishwar
Deva and published by Vishveshvarananda Vedic Research
Institute at Hoshiarpur in 1992

Taittiriya-Sambita-Bbashya. Edited by T. N. Dharmadhikari
and published by the Vaidika Samshodhana Mandala,
Pune in 1985.

Taittiriya-Brabmana-Bbashya. Edited by Narayana Shastri
Godbole and published by the Anandashram Sanskrit series
at Pune in 1898.

Taittiriya-Aranyaka-Bbashya. Edited by K.V. Abhyanker and
Ganesh Shastri Joshi, published by Anandasbram Sanskrit
series at Pune in 1969, Reprint 1981.

Shukla-Yajurveda-Kanva-Sambita-Bbashya. Adbyayas 1 10 20

edited by Madhava Shastri and bublished by Chowkbamba
Sanskrit series at Benaras in 1915.

Adbyayas 21 to 40 edited by Chintamani Mishra Sharma,
Divakaradasa Sharma and Gopalachandra Mishra, published
by Sampurnananda Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya at Varanasi
in 1978. Edited in Tull by B.R. Sharma and published by
Vaidika Samshodbana Mandala, Pune in 1988

Shatapatha-Brabm.ana-Bbashya. Printed by Laxmi Venkateshwara
Steam Press at Bombay in 1940.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Appendix-IV

Reprint by Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Nev. Delhi in 1990.
The name of the editor is given in the catalogue (p. 15)
as Sarva, Vidyanidhana Kavindracharya Saraswati Shri.
Hariswami.

Samaveda-Bbasbya. Published by Shruti-Smruti-Purana
Prakashana Samiti, 49 Bazullah Road, T. Nagar,
Madras, in 1983.

Tandya-Mababrabmana-Bbasbya. Edited by Chinnaswami
Shastri and Pattabhirama Shastri, published by Kashi
Sanskrit series at Benaras in 1930.

Shadvimsha-Brabmana-Bbasbya. Edited by Jivananda
Vidyasagara Bhattacharya and published at Calcutta in 1881.
Edited also by B.R. Sharma and published by Kendriya
Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupali in 1967.

Samavidbana-Brabmana-Bbasbya. Edited by jivananda
Vidyasagara Bhattacharya and published at Calcutta in 1881.
Edited also by B.R.Sharma and published by Kendriya
Sanskrit Vidyapeetba, Tirupati in 1964.

Arsheya-Brabmana-Bbashya. Edited by B.R. Sharma and
published by K:ndriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupatiin 1967.

Devatadbyaya (Daivata)-Brabmana-Bbashya. Edited by
Jivananda Vidyasagara Bhattacharya and published at Calcutta
in 1881. Edited also by B.R. Sharma and published by Kendriya
Sanskrit Vidyapeetba, Tirupati in 1965.

Chandogya-Brabmana-Bbashya. Edited by Durgamohan
Bhattacharya and published by Calcutta Sanskrit College
Research series in 1958.

Sambitopanishad-Brabmana-Bbashya. Edited by B.R. Sharma
and published by Kendriya SanskritVidyapeetba, Tirupati
in 1965.

Vamsha-Brabmana-Bbashya. Edited by B.R. Sharma and
published by Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetba, Tirupatiin 1956.

Atbarvaveda-Bhashya. Edited by Vishva Bandhu Shastri and
published by Vishveshvarananda Vedic Research Institute
at Hoshiarpur in 1960.

Madbaviya-Dbatuvritti. Printed in the Kashi Sanskrit series
No. 103. Edited by Dvarikadas Shastri for the Prachya Bbarati
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20.

21.

22.

series No. 1. Published by Oriental Library, Mysore with
the introduction of Kasturi Rangacharya in Sanskrit and
foreword in English by Mahadeva Shastri.

Subbashita-Sudbanidbi. Edited by Dr. K. Krishnamoorthy and
published by Karnataka University, Dharwad in 1968.

Purushartha-Sudbanidbi. Edited by T. Chandrasekharan and
published in the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts
series No. 39 in 1955.

Prayasbchitta-Sudbhanidbi. Edited by Ramakrishna Shastri and
published in Grantha characters by Vanivilasamandiram
Press at Palghat in 1905.

[The manuscripts of this work are in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library at Madras, Maharaja Sarfoji's
Saraswati Mahal Library at Tanjore and in the Adyar
Library (Madras).]



(B
Unpublisbed Works

23.  Alamkara-Sudhanidhi. The manuscripts of this work are in
the Oriental Research Institute at Mysore and Bbandarkar
Oriental Research [nstitute at Pune.

24. Yajnamantra-Sudhanidhi. The manuscripts of this work are
in the Library of the India Office at London. Some fragments
are in the Vaidika Samshodbana Mandala al Pune, in
Benares Sanskrit College and in the Sarasvati Mahbal Library
at Tanjore. '

25. Ayurveda-Sudhanidhi. This work is mentioned in the List of
Sanskrit Manuscripts in Private Libraries of Southern India”
by Gustav Oppert, Vol. I, 4483 (Madras 1885).

Shrishailanatha states in his medical work ‘Prashnottara-mala’
that his grand father wrote a compendium on Ayurveda-Sudhanidhi
at the instance of [Sayanacharya. The versse runs thus—

THTHART IR oA —afed: |
WAHEI ey srgdegerie |1,
This verse is quoted by R. Narasimhachar in his article

‘Madhavacharya and his younger brothers’ published in Indian
Antiquary, Vol. XLV (1916), p. 22.
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Pronunciation

vAdhyaya Adhyaya
Akasha Akdsa
Alamkara Alamkara
Amaravati Amaravati
Amatya Amatya
Ambhrina Ambhna
Amsfla Amsa
Anushtubh Anustubh
Anuvaka Anuvika
Apa Apa
Apastamba Apastamba
Aranya Aranya
Aranyaka Aranyaka
Arsheya Arseya
Asana Asana
Ashraya Asraya
Ashtaka Astaka
Atharvana atharvana
Atman Atman
Ayurveda Ayurveda
Balaram Balarama
Baudhayana Baudhdyana
3haradvaja Bharadvaja

Bharata Bharata
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Bharati-tirtha
Bhashya
Bhaskara
Bhatta
Bhimadeva
Bhoganatha
Brahmana
Brihad-devata
Brihaspati
Brihat-Katha

Chalukya
Chandogya
Chandra
Chitra

Darshana
Desha
Devatadhyaya
Dharma-pitha
Dhatu-vritti
thany:aloka
Dikshita

Dvara-samudra

Gajasura

Ganga
Gaurinatha-Shataka
Gopanarya

[Hanuman

Harapala

Bhirati-tirtha
Bhasya
Bhaskara
Bhatta
Bhimadeva
Bhoganatha
Brahmana
Brhad-devata
Brhaspati
Brhat-Katha

Cilukya
Chandogya
Candra
Citra

Darsana

Desa
Devatadhyaya
Dharma-pitha
Dhatu-vrtti
Dhvanyidloka
Diksita

Dvara-samudra

Gajasura
Gariga
Gaurinatha-sataka

Gopanarya

Hanuman

Harapila



IHemakuta
Hemavati
Jaiminiya
Jyotisha
Kakatiya
Kala-jnana
Kalidasa
Kama

Kanda

Kanva
Kanyakumari
Kaveri
Kavi-Kula-Shekhara
Kirti
Kishkindha
Kosha
Krishna

Lakshmana
Lakshmidhara

Lochana

Madhava
Madhavacharya
Madhaviya

Madhura
Madhyandina
Maha-ganapati-stava
Maha-mandalcshwara
Maha-padma
Maha-pradhana

Pronunciation

Hemakita
Hemavati
Jaiminiya

Jyotisa

Kakatiya
Kala-j ana
Kalidasa
Kama

Kianda

Kanva
Kanyakumari
Kaver
Kavi-Kula-S ekhara
Kirti
Kiskindha
Kosa

Krsna (river)

Laksmana
Laksmidhara

Locana

Madhava
Madhavacarya
Madhaviya

Madhura
Madhyandina
Maha-ganapati-stava
Maha-mandalesvara
Maha-padma
Maha-pradhana
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Mabhavira-charita

Malaprabha

Malati-madhava

Maravarman
Mathura
Maya
Mayana
Medhatithi
Mimamsa
Moksha

Narayana
Nila

Niti
Nyaya-mala
Pampa
Pandya
Paninj
Parashara
Patanjala
Pathashala
Prakasha
Pratapa-rudra
Prayashchitta
Prithu
Prithvi
Prithvi-raja
Purana
Purushartha

Purva

Raja-chatu-puddhati

M3ahavira-carita
Malaprabha
Malati-madhava
Mairavarman
Mathura

Maya

Mayana
Medhatithi
Mimamsa
Moksa

Narayana
Nila
Niti

Nyaya-mala

Pampd
Pandya
Panini
Parasara
Patafijala
Pathasala
Prakasa
Pratapa-rudra
Prayascitta
Prthu
Prthvi
Prthvi-raja
Purédna
Purusartha

Pirva

Réja-catu-paddhati
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Ramadeva
Ramayana
Rameshwara
Ramollasa
Rashtra
Rigveda
Rishi
Rishyamuka

Sahaya
Sama-veda
Samavidhana
Sambhita
Sambhitopanished
Sangita-visharad
Sarasvati
Sarvanukramani
Sayana
Sayanacharya
Shadvimsha
Shaibya

Shaka
Shakatayana
Shakha
Shambhuvaraya
Shankara
Shankha
Shastra
Shatpatha
Shiksha

Shiva

Pronunciation

Ramadeva-
Ramayana
Ramesvara
Ramollasa
Rastra
Rgveda
Rsi

]i's yamtuka

Sahaya
S@ma-veda
Samavidhana
Sarnhita
Sarnhitopanisad
Sarngita-visdrada
Sarasvati
Sarvanukramani
Sayana
Sayanacarya
§advi1hs’a

S aibya

S aka

S @katiyana

S akha

S ambhuvaraya
S arikara

S arikha

Sastra

S atapatha

S iksa

Siva
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Shrikantha
Shrimati
Shringara-manjari
Shringara-prakasha
Shringeri
Shrivaishnava
Shukla
Simhasana
Smriti
Somanatha
Somayaji
Sthapanacharya
Subhadra
Subhasita
Sudhanidhi
Suhrit

Surya

Sutra

Svadha

Svami
Taittiriya
Tamraparni
Tandya
Tungabhadra

Udaharana-mala
Upaya
Upodghata

Uvala

Vagambhrini

56

S rikantha

S rimati

S mgdra-mafijari
S mgara-prakdsa
S mgeri

S rivaisnava
Sukla
Simhasana
Smrti
Somanatha
Somay3ji
Sthapanacarya
Subhadra
Subhasita
Sudhénidhi
Suhrt

Strya

Siitra

Svadha

Svami
Taittirlya
Tamrapami
Tandya
Tungabhadra

Udaharana-mala
Upaya
Upodghita
Uvala

Vagambhmi
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Vaiyasika
Vajapeyayaji
Vak
Vakyapadiya
Vamsha
Varaha
Varsha
Vasishtha
Vasumati
Vayu
Vedanta
Vedartha
Veda-vidya-sagara
Venisamhara
Vibhaga
Vidyaranya
Vidya-shankara
Vidya-tirtha
Vinipata
Vipash
Virashaiva
Virupaksha
Vishama-bana-lila
Vishvamitra
Vyaghra-puri
Vyakarana
Yadava
Yajna-tantra
Yana

Yaska

Y udhishthira

Pronunciation

Vaiyasika
Vajapeyayajl
Vak
Vakyapadiya
Vamsa
Varaha

Varsa
Vasistha
Vasumati
Vayu
Vedanta
Vedartha
Veda-vidya-sagara
Venisamhira
"ibhdaga
Vidyaranya
Vidya-sa kara
Vidya-tirtha
Vinipata
Vipas
Virasaiva
Virtpiksa
Visama-bana-lila
Visvamitra
Vyaghra-puri
Vyakarana
Yadava
Yajfa-tantra
Yana

Yaska

Y udhis thira
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