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FOREWORD. 

In these pages an attempt has been made to 

present to the general reader a rapid panoramic 

view of the procession of events in Asiatic count

ries on either side of India. The period covered 

may be roughly taken to be a hundred years, 

commencing from the disappearance of the 

spectre of Napoleon from the European stage 
and ending with the outbreak of the Great \Var. 

The chief interest of the narrative)ies in the 

amazing social and political upheaval which was 

witnessed all over the old continent during the 

opening decade of the present century. It is my 

intention to follow up this small volume with an
other devoted exclusively to the simultaneous 
awakening of India. 

RATTIGAN RoAD, 

DECEMBER 20, 1929. 
RUCHI RAM SAHNI. 
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AW AKEN ING OF A8IA. 
CHAPTER I. 

I 

The commencement of the present 
century witnessed an amazing political 

upheaval all over Asia. Without attempt
ing to trace to its sources the new strange 
ferment which expressed itself in nationalis
tic outbursts everywhere at this time, it 
will, perhaps, be safe to attiibute it mainly 
to a natural reaction against the aggres
sive European imperialism of the pre

vious twenty or thiJ:ty years. The reac
tion was as much intellectual and cultural 
as it was economic and political. In this 
connection, it need scarce1y be mention
ed that, as used in the discussion of socio
political questions, ''East" and ""\Vest" are 
notgeographical terms. They represent two 
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opposite types of culture, namely the Euro
pean and the non-European cultures. In 
this sense, the greater part of Africa of 
the nineteenth century may be said to 
belong to Asia as much as Arabia, for 
instance. Practically the whole of nor
thern Africa, comprising more than half 

of the dark continent, was peopled by 
tribes which professed the Muslim religion, 
owed real or nominal allegiance to Turkey 
and had Ai-ab blood in their veins. Broad
ly speaking, the colour line is a more pro
minent dividing line between the East and 
West than anything else. 

The cutting of the Suez Canal in 1869 
was, indirectly, a most important factor 
in the recent awakening in Asia. 'J.1he 
shorter route whetted the imperialistic 
appetites and ambitions of European nations 
and brought them into more intimate con
tact with the older peoples of the East. 
The backward and ill-organised races 
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soon came under the political or economic 
domination of the West. Had it not been 
for the mutual suspicions and jealousies 
of the European nations, the whole of 
Asia would long since have been divided 
among them. As it was, for half a century 

and more, formnlffi like the 'policy of the 
open door' and 'peaceful penetration' had 
been pressed into service in the Emo
peanisation of Asia. Then followed the 
era of the 'capitalutions'. To these was 
subsequently added a device which only 
thinly disguised the virtual partition of 

weak Asiatic kingdoms among powerful 

claimants. 'The spheres of influence', as the 
new political invention was called, were 
designed to accommodate the rival ambitions 
of nations which had acquired. actual or 
potential interests in the coveted territories. 

Early in the nineteenth century, Eng

land was by far the strongest European 
power in Asia. As we have already said 
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elsewhere, by the time Queen Victorin. 
became Empress of India (1877), the British 
Government had rounded off her Indian 
Empi.J:e very much to her present frontiers, 
except that the whole of Baluchistan was 
added between 1877 and 1880, while Upper 
Burmah was included at a still later date 
(1886}. In other parts of Asia, England 
had contented herself with securing control 
over a chain of strategic points such as Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Ceylon, the Persian 
Gulf, Aden and the Suez Canal. 

One result of the Opium War, which 

gave England a foothold in the Far East 
at Hong-Kong, was the openjng up of a 
number of Chinese ports to foreign trade. 
This was an event of great significance to 
the celestial empire, as the barriers which 
had so long shut off the weste1n influences 
from her shores were, for good or for evil, 
broken down for ever. In the following 
year, France acquired, by gentle pressure, 



an "un<lefinecl right of intervention on be

half of native Christians," which was sub
sequently expanded into a sort of "religions 
protectorate 
China" (1858). 

oYcr Catholic converts in 
Abont the same time, the 

mal-treatrnent of some French missionaries 

led to armed expediticns being sent against 

Anam, resulting eventually in the annexa

tion of Cochin China (1862) and part of 
Cambodia, followed by the establishment 
of a protectorate over Anam. Tho Chinese 
Government resented the encroachment 
on her suzerainty over these areas. Its 

troops made a show of force but were 

beaten, and, in 1885, bowing to the inevi

table, China formally recognised French 
sway over her lost territories. It was really 
the fear of France extending her influence 
further westwards into the. kingdom of 
the Theebaw (also a Rort of Chinese pro-
vince), which led Lord Dufferin to antici
pate England's rival by taking upper 
Bnrmah (l 88Gj. 
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Meanwhile Russia had not been idle. 

Besides occupying herself with colonising 
Siberia with convict settlements and 
political prisoners, she had taken the 
Chinese province of Amur, and, at the ex
treme south end of it, established the well 
known harbour of Vlaclivostock (1860). 

These adventures made Russia a 
Pacific power and brought her face to face 

with Japan. In 1876, Russia made Japan 
give up to her the northern half of Sukhalin. 
From this moment, Japan began to realise 
that her very existence as a Pacific power 
was threatened by the new comer and that, 
sooner or later, a seiious conflict with her 

was inevitable. In another ~art of Asia· 
also, Russia had been advancing steadily 
forward. By the year (1878), she bad annex
ed Caucasus, absorbed important slices 
of Turkey and some of the Khanates in 
semi-independent Turkistan, and was 
threateningly near the north-western 
frontiers of Afghanistan. 
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Such was the condition of Asia at the 
time the Berlin Congress came to be held, 
1878. As for Africa, with the exception of 
Algeria (which had been French since 1830), 
the Anglo-Dutch colonies in the south 
and the Portugese Settlement in the East, 

practically the whole continent was what 

western political philosophy heartlessly 
calls 'no man's land'. The weakness of 
the two old continents could not but invite 
aggression. Europe was seized with a 

ve1itable imperialistic fever without a 
parallel in the history of the world. The 
Asiatic nations were quite as conscious of 

their defenceless position as the white 
nations were of their superior organisation 
and material resources and equipment, 
which the recent advances in science and 
industry had placed at ,their command. 

In the words of an Engfo;h historian*, with 

*Ramsay Muir in The E:rpausion of Europe (1922), 

page 143. 
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the year 1878 opened a new era of "eager 

competition for the control of the still un
occupied regions of the world in which the 
concerns of remote lands suddenly became 
matters of supreme moment to the great 
European Powers, and the peace of the 

world was endangered by questions arising 

in China, Siam, in Morocco or Soudan or 
the islands of the Pacific". And he goes 
on to say that "the control of Europe over 
the non-European world in a single genera
tion was completed and confirmed''. An
other well-known writer* characterises the 

scramble in Asia and Africa in the follow
ing stinging words : 

"The conduct of the Most Christian Powers during 

the past few years has borne a striking resemblance 

to that of robber bands deRcending upon o.n unarmed 

and helplesR popnlo.tion of peo.flants. So for from rAspect-

*Sidney Low in hiR o.rticle on The Most Chrisitan 

Powers in The Fortnightl11 Review for March 1912 quoted 

by Lathrop Stoddard in 1he New World of IBlam, 1921, 
page 88. 



ing the rights of other nations, they have exhibited the 
most complete and cynical disregard for them. They 
have, in fact, asserted tbe claim of the strong to prey 
upon the weak, and the utter impotence of all ethical 
considerations in the face of armed force, with a crude 
nakedness which few Eastern military conquerors 
could well have surpassed'', 

As we know, in the Far East, Japan met 

the impending danger of foreign aggression 

by either bodily introducing western politi

cal institutions or adapting them to her own 
ancient culture and social needs. The 
rapidity and thoroughness with which she 
was able to overhaul her old administrative 
machinery and transform herself into a 
nation on the European pattern have justly 

excited the admiration of the world. At 

the other end of Asia, Turkey, under her 

shrewd Sultan-Caliph, Abdul Hamid, tried 
to fortify herself by an appeal to the Pan
Islamic sentiment of the F.aithful. The 

Muslim populations all over the world 
responded to the call with passionate 
enthusiasm, bordering, now and again. 
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even on religious frenzy, but in the event 
failed to stem the rising tide of western 
imperialism. How Japan succeeded while 
Turkey failed in their respective plans of 
self-protection makes a narrative of absorb
ing interest to an Asiatic. We can only 
give the broad outlines of it here. 

II 

And first about Japan. In 1853, Com
modore Perry with a squadron of warships 
paid a visit to the islands and under threat 
of bombardment, extorted a treaty allow
ing American whaling boats to use certain 
ports. The chief European Powers, of 
comse, claimed similar privileges and soon 

five Japanese ports were declared open 
to foreign trade. The European nations 
also obtained extra-territorial rights by 
which their subjects could be tried only by 
their own courts. In 1862, the murder 
of some British subjects led to a naval 
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demonstration in which British, French, 

Dutch and American warships participated. 

This and other similar incidents produced 
a deep impression upon the ruling classes 
in Japan and, after a short period of social 
turmoil and internal revolution, the little 
island-kingdom so completely transformed 

itself that, by 1868 it came to be regarded 
by European nations as a "Western 
Power". 

In 1895, war broke out between Japan 
and China in connection with a dispute 
over Korea. To the surprise of a11, the 
little Jap won a complete victory over her 
opponent. China was forced to recognise 
the independence of Korea, and to give 
up to Japan the island of Formosa and the 
peninsula of Liaotung including the famous 
harbour of Port Arthur (April 17, 189G}. 
Now, it did not suit the ·western nations 
to see a new naval Power emerge in the 
Pacific to contend with them the supremacy 



of the eastern seas. J apau was soou robbed 

of the full fruits of her victory. A week 

had hardly passed, when she received a 
collective demand from Russia, France and 
Germany objecting to her occupation 

of Liaotung. As she was not strong 

enough to oppose the demand by force 

of arms, she yielded. She did not 
forget the lesson, but bided her time to 

make good the loss. At the same time, 
Rhe redonblecl her onorgios to improvo her 
1Tl il il:,cu·y rcsuureus 11,11d urganisution t!U as 
to uo aulo to meet a .l!}urop1;:m11 Power both 
on land and sea. 

During the next three or four yen,n,, 

things moYe<l rapidly in China. Taking 

advantage of the weakness of that unhappy 
country, every European nation rushed 
to do tho best Hho could for her:-ielf at the 
expense of the now decrepit celestial em
pire. In November 1897, Germany seized 
Kiao-Chau which gave her a fine naval 
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base in the Pacific Ocean. Russia com
pensated herself by occupying Port Arthur, 
which, besides 
position, was 
(March 1898). 

being a strong strategic 
a warm water harbour 

England protested but even-

tually was content with establishing her
self at Wei-Hai-Wei. Not to be behind 
others, France took the harbour of Kwang
tschonan. 

Four of the greatest European sea
Pow0rR l11ul Lhna oLLaiuuLl 1111,v;L! l.1r1:-;e.s iu 

t.ho Paeiftc Oeecin. Ja.pa,n looked about 

for a friend and ally who could stand by 
her in case she was called upon to meet 

more than one Power in the field. Obvious
ly, she could not approach any of the three 
Powers which had sent her the joint-note 
and forcibly deprived her of Port Arthur_ 
She had not forgotten tlie loss or the 
humiliation inflicted on her in the very 
hour of her triumph. For many reasons, 
England was the best choice she could 
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make. She was the greatest naval Power 
in the world. She had vital interests at 
stake east of the Suez Canal. She looked 
upon both Russia and Germany with suspi
cion and distrust, while France was her 
traditional foe. More important still, Eng

land was at this time feeling her isolation 
as she had never done before. She had 
been anxiously casting about for a friend, 
but, so far her overtures had not met with 
much Euccess. 

In January 1902, an Anglo-Japanese 

Alliance was signed. It greatly raised 
the prestige of Japan. The rival European 
Powers smiled at it, but it suited the old· 
Island Empire of the west and the rising 
Island Empire of the east. By the treaty 
of peace, both tho signatories agreed to 
maintain the status qito in Eastern Asia. 
In the event of a war between Russia and 
Japan, England undertook to remain 
nentral, but promiimd to come to the 



15 

support of her ally in case she had to fight 

the combined forces of two European 
Powers. As we have said before, Japan had 
made up her mind to try conclusions with 
Russia, should the occasion arise. To that 
end, she was perfecting her military or
ganisation which she expected to be ready 

by the end of the following year. Besides 
giving her the necessary breathing time, 
the treaty secured her against being over
whelmed by a sudden combination of two 
or more naval Powers. On the part of Eng
land, it may be said that, sbe had not yet 

clone with the Boer War and the European 

situation was full of complications and 
ominous possibilities. Her most important 
possessions lay in the east and the assur
ance that she could count upon offoctive 

help from an ally in those regions was not 
to be slighted. 

The crisis was not long in coming. 
The story is well-known and need not be 
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given here. The dispute between Russia 
and Japan arose over the question of the 
independence of Korea ·ancl the evacuation 
of Manchuria. The victory of Japan over 
one of the Great Powers, was a surprise for 
every one, the more so, as it was decisive 
both on land and sea. The sacrificEs 
which Japan made cheerfully before her 
proud adversary was humbled to the dust 
form a glorious page in the military history 
of the world. The Russian army was 
defeated at Mukden in Manchuria ( March 
1905), while the Czar's great fleet which 

had taken months on its journey from 
the Baltic to the Pacific was destroyed · in a 
single action at Tsushima (May 1805). 

Through the intervention of President 
Roosvelt, 
the two 
recovered 
peninsula 
evacuated 

peace was concluded between 
belligerents in August. Japan 
possession of the Liao-Tung 
with Port Arthur and Russia 
Manchuda . and recognised the 



17 

preponderating influence of Japan in Korea. 
The signal· defeat of a great European 

power lilrn Russia at the hands of a small 
eastern nation created a stir all over Asia. 
A short while before, the Boer struggle for 
independence against untold odds had, in 
the earlier stages at least, literally stag
gered humanity. The stubborn fight which 
a few thousands of peasants jealous of their 
freedom had put up day after day against 
a mighty empire, the thrilling incidents 
connected with the marvellous exploits and 
the hair-breadth escapes of De Wet, the 
pluck and skilled generalship of Cronji and 
the long seige of Ladysmith-who can for
get the extraordinary interest which they 
excited in India. And now, lo and behold ; 
the little Japs had by sheer dint of patriotic 
fervour, combined with unshakable deter
mination to make every saclifice that the 
occasion might demand of them, inflicted a 
crushing blow upon the Russian Collossus. 
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For once the spell of the west over the east 
was broken. 

The whole of Asia rejoiced to learn that 
the Jap had laid the Polar Bear low. As a 
mark of admiration for J ap the victor, Indian 
students in large numbers began to go to 
Japanese schools and universities mainly 
for the purpose of technical education. 
Jujutsu clubs were started in the university 
centres in India and in many private 
colleges the study of the Japanese language 
was taken up in earnest. Japanese influ
ence was felt in various other directions. 
Japan was not slow to take advantage of 
this change in Indian sentiment and feeling. 
Japanese articles of every cTay use now 
became more popular than they had ever 
been before. 

It should be added that the admiration 
for Japan was merely intellectual. There 
was no di~position on the part of any Asiatic 
nation to entrust the leadership of the 
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Asiatic hegemony to her. On the contrary, 
a genuine· fear ~xisted that Japan wou]cl 
probably exploit the other Asiatic countries 
quite as much as the European nations had 
been doing. This impression was confirmed 
by the treatment which China had received 

at the hands of Japan. Indeed, it might 
well be doubted if at the time of the J apa
nese victory over Russia and for many 
years thereafter, any European nation was 
more hated by the Chinese than the people 
of the Land of the Rising Sun. In India, 
the dominant feeling was one of fear mixed 
with a vague admiration for her power of 
organisation, her dogged persistence and 
her indust1ial and military advancement. 

The fear had its roots in. the idea that, 
flushed with her great victory, Japan might 
sometime cast longing looks on the fertile 
plains of India. For a similar reason, the 
renewal of the treaty of Alliance 
between Japan and Great Britain after 



the Russo-Japanese war, was received 
with no small suspicion in India. Apart 
from other considerations, it was regarded 
as a serious reflection alike on the 
loyalty and manliness of India. Indians 
believed that if they were trusted by 
England and if their martial races were 
trained and equipped as thoroughly as the 
Japanese soldiers were, they would acquit 
themselves on the field of battle with equal 
distinction in defence of their own country. 

In one way or another, the effects of 
the happenings in the Far East were felt 
all the world over. Europe began to revise 
its old political doctrines concerning the 
inherent inferiolity of oriental peoples, if 
only to fasten its hold all the more strongly 
upon them. On the other hand, in the 
East, a marked change was noticeable in 

the tone and temper of the people. For one 
thing, they became more self-assertive than 
they were ever known to be. Even the man 
in the street felt the stirrings of a new 
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conscious nationalism in his heart. All round 
there was a wonderful awakening which 
disturbed the old scale of national values 
and set up a new one. From this time we 
may also date the birth of a vague Pan
Asiatic feeling. People began to wonder 
how the white nations could hold in politi
cal and economic bondage the non-European 
races which were double their own numbers. 
And there were not wanting a few persons 
in every eastern land whose minds were 
filled with higher national ambitions than 
any that they had till then dared to cherish. 

III 
It is worthy of note that the repercussions 

of the Japanese victory were felt quite as 
much in Russia itself as in any purely Asia.
tic country. For her it was .•an eye-opener. 
Among the middle classes, it caused a deep 
searching of the heart. During the last 
stages of the war, when Russian forces 
began to meet with reverses in the field, 
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popular restlessness manifested itself in 
industrial strikes attended with excesses of 
various kinds. There were loud demands 
for a change in the system of Government 
which was responsible for so much disgrace 
and humiliation to the country. In Janu
ary 1905, a big procession proceeded to the 

Czar's pa.lace and presented a petition for a 
constitution. At various places, there were 
disturbances, strikes or murders. The Czar 
and his advisors softened before the stern 
logic of events. In August a pronouncement 
was issued granting a constitution. A de
liberative and legislative Assembly was 
promised without whose consent no new 
laws were to be passed. At th~ same time, 
the full rights of citizenship were to be con
ferred upon the people, comprising " the 
inviolability of the person, freedom of con
science, freedom of the press, the right of 
organising public meetings and founding 

associations." Both in Europe and Asia, 
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people were filled with astonishment at the 

wisdom and generosity of the Czar. 
In the spring of 1906 elections for the 

first Duma, or Russian Parliament, were 
held. The Duma met from May to July, but 
even the first day's sitting dashed all hopes 
of a liberal and progressive constitution to 
the ground. The majority of the members 

were Constitutional Democrats, the Labour 
Party coming next after them. The house 
pressed for a constitutional ministry, but 
the Government met the demand with eva
sion and prevarication. Both the dominant 
p11,rties then joined their forces. The in
evitable deadlocks between the Govern

ment and the Opposition followed. Mean
while, the notorious Stolypin, Chief of the 
Police, used his powers ruthlessly to put 
down the movement for political emancipa
pation. In 1911, he himself fell a victim 

to the popular wrath. I1i'°the midst of the 
murmurings and protests of the intelligentsia, 
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alternating with disturbances of the 
popular elements, the Duma was dissolved 
(1906). From that time to the com
mencement of the Great War, with 
brief intervals when a ray of hope 
was visible for the resuscitation of con
stitutional government, Russia remain
ed an absolute autocracy. The popular 
discontent was again driven underground. 
It was only prevented from coming 
to the surface by tracking out the politicals 
and putting them out of the way, or dis
tracting the public attention from the 
misgovernment of the country by attempts 
at changing the map of the world, specially 
in the Balkan regions, on the one hand, 
and Central Asia, on the other. During 
the Great War, Russia was the ally of 
England, but, as often happens in such 
circumstances, within three years the 
political pendulum swung right to the 
opposite side. The reverses of Russia again 
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brought the discontented elements to the 
front. In their desire to banish czardom 
from their country, they barbarously put 
the Czar and his family out of the way 
altogether. In the place of absolute des
potism they installed Bolshevism. The 
reaction from one extreme to the other was 
as sudden as it was complete. Bolshevism 
is an unhealthy growth but so was its 
parent, czardom. 

IV 
From Japan and Russia let us pass on 

to China. There as elsewhere in the east, 
the impact of European culture and civilis
ation, coming in the wake of the new imper
ialism, was producing far-reaching results, 
to which the foreign economic and 
political exploitation had made its own 
contribution. J n tho nineties, China was 
seriously perturbed about its future. The 
foreigners were intensely hated. There 
was a strong popular ferment at work. 
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but if there was any doubt as to the sinceri

ty or intensity of public feeling in the 

present case, it was soon removed by the 
rapidly falling figures of Indian revenue 
from the sale of the "black poison." In one 
year alone, the opium receipts showed a 
diminution to the tune of £361,800. The 
Chinese Government approached the Go

vernment oflndia, 1906, for a revision of the 
opium agreement. In this connection, it is 
significant of the high moral plane on which 
the Indian politician moves and works for 
the liberation of his own country that, led 
by G. K. Gokhale, the public here actually 
welcomed the loss which the Chinese 

awakening had caused to the Indian 
finances. 

Another reform over which the Chinese 
were at this time greatly excited was the 
old custom of 'deforming' the feet of women 
so that they might be considered stylish 
and fashionable. A little incident will 
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show the importance which the Chine·se 
administrators attached to the abolition of 
the foot-binding habit. Li Hung-Chung, 
the famous Chinese statesman, was once 
asked what he thought of it. He said, " If 
you unbind the women's feet, you will make 
them so strong, and the men so strong too, 
that they will overturn the dynasty." 
These words were prophetic. As we know, 
the Manchus were banished not long after 
the reform was carried out. 

We will mention one other reform 
which exercised the public mind in China 
a good deal at this time. Somehow or 
other, the Chinese were seized with the 
idea that their "pig-tails "-to use the for
eigner's contemptuous phrase-were a sign 
and badge of their national backwardness, 
if not also of their folly. Historically, the 
"pig-tail" had boon forced cm tho Chinese 

population by its Manchu conquerors as a 
"ba~ge of subjection," but it had since 
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gradually become "the most characteristic 
and most cherished feature of the national 
dress.* The "hair cutting" movement ra
pidly spread among the university students 
and, if the legend, which obtained a wide 
currency at the time, is to be believed, 
young men were to be seen running about 
in the streets of the bigger towns shouting 
for the barber. 

The forces to which we have been re
ferring could not but lead to a political up
heaval. It is not necessary for our present 
purposes to describe the various stages of 
the revolution which swept away the despo
tic sway of the Manchu dynasty. On 
January 5, 1912, China was proclaimed a 

* Similarly the l\Iughal emperors are !laid to have 

imposed the Kangri upon the Kashmiris. The Kangri 
is a small earthen vessel containing some burning 
charcoal which the Kashmiris carry in the left hand 
next to their body, in order to keep themselves warm 

in the winter season. 
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Republic with San-Yat-Sanasits provisional 
President. In an inspiring manifesto the 
new Republican Government explained "to 
the free peoples of the world," "the reasons 
justifying the revolution," and with exulta
tion mixed with a touch of pathos it 
added: 

"For the first time in history, an in
glorious bondage is transformed into inspir
ing freedom. The policy of the Manchus 
has been of unequivocal seclusion and 
unyielding tyranny. Beneath it we have 
bitter] v sufrered.'' 





CHAPTER II. 

The· Travail of Islam/' 

I. 

In the present and the two following 

chapters we propose to deal with the work

ing of western imperialism in the Muslim 

countries of Asia and Africa. It is a mov
ing story, albeit one of melancholy interest, 
and not to the followers of the Crescent 
alone. Budhism, Hinduism, Islam and Chris

tianity, these four great faiths share among 

themselves the spiritual allegiance of practi

cally the whole of mankind. India gave birth 

to two, but she drove out the younger one, 

which soon spread over Eastern Asia and is 

* The present writer had originally intended to 

devote a separate volume to the fascinating subject 

Which he has adopted as the sub-title of this chapter. 

Want of time alone has compelled him to abandon the 

idea. 
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to· day numerically the greatest world religion, 

The other two religions arose in Wes tern Asia, 

not far from each other. Here the older reli

gion, travelling westward, conquered Europe 

completely, 

The tragedy is that, Ohristian Europe, 

armed with the resources and appliances which 

the scientific discoveries of the nineteenth 

century have put at its command, has taken 
upon itself to dominate and exploit the rest of 
the older hemisphere. We may blink at the 
fact for a time, but it is becoming more and 

more evident that the greatest problem of the 

future will be the colour problem. Already, 

Asia-weak and distracted as it is-is chafing 

at the thought that one-third of the human race 

should hold the remaining two-thirds in econo
mic ancl political bondage, and, in every 
eastern country, people are dreaming of a 

"Pan-Asiatic League" or a "Federation of 

Asiatic Nations", For the moment these are 
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idle dreams, but they are, at least, an index to 

the deeper stirrings of the Spirit of Asia. 

II 

'l'his is merely au 'aside'. Returning to 

our story, let us begin with Persia. As we 

know, early in the nineteenth century, both 

France and England were courting the friend

ship of Persia. England so far succeeded in 

winning her good-will as to make an alliance 
with her, 1814. But a8 soon as the danger of 
Napoleon invading India was over, England 
withdrew from certain inconvenient stipula

tions in the treaty, fearing that her weak part

ner might lead her into serious complications 

with Russia. 

Meanwhile, Russia was steadily nibbling 
away one district after another from the west
ern and north-eastern possessions of Persia. 

Tho procmis was continued decade after decade, 
From 1839, the advance of Russia eastwards 

hecame even more determined than ever, so 
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much so that before long it came to be regard

ed as a menace to India. Some called it "Rus
sian peril", while others looked upon it as 
"Russian bogey", rai8ed in the wider interests 
of British imperialism. In our own opinion, it 

was both. The 'peril' was so remote that even 

laymen laughed at it. The cry was heard even 

when the British dominions did not extencl be

yond the Sutlej. Its constant re-iteration only 
helped to fill the minds of the common people 
in India with exaggerated notions of the mili
tary power of Russia. 

To make up for her losses in the north 

and north-east, Persia more than once came 

into conflict with her eastern neig.hbour. She· 
laid claim to the whole of Afgb.anistan on the 
ridiculonH plcn, o[ it~ hrtving been nt ono 
time part or t.lu: cmpiru ur l'\,ulir 8ho.h, "the 
Napoleon of Asia". l!__,rom 18a2 to 1857, Peraia. 

made three attempts to annex Herat. She 
even succeeded once in occupying and holding 
the town for a few months. England could 
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not allow the "key to India''* to remain in 

the hands o{ Persia. She exerted military 
pressure under Sir James Outram with such 
good effect that she not only forced Persia to 
abandon Herat, but also increased her own 

influence on the mainland on either side of 

the Persian Gui f and the Gulf of Oman. The 

province of Herat now became a semi-inde

pendent principality under the suzerainty of 
Persia, but in 1863 it was captured by Dost 
l\fohammad and absorbed into Afghanistan. 

It only remains to 1·ecord that while all 

these changes wero taking place in the far off 

territories which were once Persian, England 

annexed the whole of Baluchistan including 
the extensive waste tracts bordering on the 

Indian Ocean from Karo.chi to the Bay of 
G,mttu.r giving a cor11-1tla11fl of moro thnn tl11·1.10 

liumlreu miles. Tho ncquisitiou of these 

"' The only gap in the ro.nge of mountains to the 

west of Afghanistan is near Herat. 
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vast regions by a great European Power had 

the effect of (1) finally shutting off Afghanis
tan from access to the Sea, (2) enveloping 
that country on the southern borders, and (3} 

making Persia a neighbour of India. We 

mention these facts here f.1.s they are likely to 

have far-reaching results in the future relations 

of England, Afghanistan and Persia, specially 

as both the latter countries are fast a wakening 
to new national aspirations which will before 
long claim imtisfaction. 

lll. 
We are now approaching the time when 

certain religious and cultural influences which 

had been at work in Pe!·sia began to 
produce their inevitable results. Among the 

new liberalising forces, the earliest, if not also 
the most powerful, was the Babi movement. 
Like the Brahma Samaj of India, it was a 

protest against the traditional forms and 

conventions of the current faith. Its direct 

appeal to the reason and conscience of man

kind antagonised the orthodox Muslims. 
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The founder and thousands of his followers 

were persecuted to death and, in less than 

half a century, Babism became the religion of 
the elite of Persia. 

Another and a totally different kind of 

force was the personality of a remarkable 

man, Sayyad Jamal-ud-Din, whom no less an 

authority than E. G. Browne* regards as one 
of the originators of the nationalist movements 

in Egypt, Turkey and Persia. Browne calls 
him "the protagonist of Pan-Islamism'', but 

he takes pains to explain that the purely 

doctrinal aspects of Islam had no attractions 

for him, and that above everything, he was a 

"politician'' loved by his "adlJlirers as a 

great patriot'' and dreaded by his "antagonists 

* See The Persian Revolution of 1906-190!} by 
E. G. Drowne, Professor of Persian at the University 
of Cambridge. 

We have seen some references which would 

show that Sayyad J amal-ud-Din was a Babi, but Browne 

is strongly opposed to this view. 
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as a dangerous agitator". For him Pan

Islamism had very much the same significan

ce as Pan-Germanism or Pan-Slavism. His 
great ambition was to bring about the "unity 
and freedom of Muslim peoples'' and towards 

this movement "none played so conspicuous 

a role as Sayyad Jamal-ud-Din.'' Quoting 

from his hiography in Mashahiru ' sh Sharq 

(Celebrities of the East), Browne gives a 

summary of his "political aspirations" in the 
following words :-

"The goal towards which all his actions 

were directed and the pivot on which all his 

hopes turned was the unanimity of Islam and 

the bringing together of all Muslims . iF1 all 

parts of the world into one Islamic Empire 

under the Supreme Caliph. In this endeavour 

he spent all his energies and for this end he 
abancloned all worldly ambitions, taking to 
himself no wife and adopting no profession". 
Browne describes him as "a man of enormous 

force of character, prodigious learning, untir-
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ing activity, dauntless courage, extraordinary 

eloquence, both in speech and writing, and 

an appearance equally striking and majestic". 
Politically, he was a constitutionalist and was 
consumed with a passion for popular govern

ment in Shia and Sunni countries alike. His 

preachings caused a ferment all over Pen!ia 

the intensity of which can well be imagined. 

People of all classes were attracted in shoals 

to his discourses and hung upon his words. 
During his last visit to Persia at the request 
of Shah Nasir-ud-Din (September 1881), he be

came so popula1· that the Shah began to fear 

him and had him deported under humiliating 
circumstances. 

IV 
A circumstance which made an important, 

though indirect, contribution to tho awakeuing 
of Persia may spt1cially be·· mentioned here. 
The fact that Persia lay on the direct land 

route to India led to a British Telegraph line 

being constructed through it in 18G4: followed, 
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six years later, by the Indo-European double 

line from London through Germany and 

Russia to Tabriz. These and other lines, 
which were laid in due course of time, broke 
down the barriers of isolation and brought 

Persia into an intimate contact with the out

side world. The influx of foreign influences 

was further quickened by the large economic 

concessions which Persia was soon persuaded 

to grant to European speculators and finan
ciers. Ch1istian missionalies followed. For
eign schools, colleges and hospitals sprang- up. 

The Shah and his nobles travelled abroad. 

Persian youths were attracted to European 

seatf, of learning and, on their return home, 

became centres of new thoughts ·and ideals. 

One breach after another was made in the old 
world culture and conservatism of Persia. 

*A History of Pei·sia by Lt.-Col. P. M. Sykes, 
Macmillian & Co., 1915, Vol II, page 476-80. 

**The Strangling of Persia by W. M. Shuster 

(T. Fisher Unwin, London) 1912, page 273. 
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In 1872: the Shah granted to Baron 

Julius de Reutei·, a naturalised British subject, 

''a gigantic monopoly through which were 
to be effected the construction of railways, 
the working of mines and the establishment 

of a national Bank. In return, the customs 
and all the resources of the Empire we1;,e to 

be pledged.'' As was to be expected, Russia 

was indignant at the 'mortgage' of Persia to 

England. Public opinion in Persia, for what
ever it was worth, was a]so against the mono
poly. The concei-1sion was eventually with

drawn, but, as a compensation, Baron Reuter 

was granted in 1889 the right to found n 

Bank and to issue bank-notes. Re was also 

given the concession to exploit "the mineral 

resources of Persia with the exception of pre
cious stones, gold and silver." ,vith a view 
to effectuate these privileg~s, the Imperial 
Bank of Persia soon came into existence as an 

auxiliary in the commercial and mineral ex

ploitation of the country which followed. The 



44 

extensive oil wells of Persia represent only 
one of the numerous enterprises resulting 

frorn Baron Reuter's second concession. 

The concession to Baron Reuter was only 

the forerunner of a host of monopolies of 
various kinds granted to foreigners. As W. M. 
Shuster writing in 1912 points out, for a 

whole generation, Persia was the victim of 

merciless foreign exploitation. "Her hands 
had been tied," he says, "by treaties and stipu

lations, by loan contracts, concessions and 
agreements, all signed by vicious and selfish 
rulers or ministers, that they might indulge 
in debauches abroad at the expense of their 

people and · their national safety." A little 

further on in the same book, he writes: "Start

ing with the famous tobacco monopoly of 1891, 

railroad grants, oil and mining concessions 

and loans have followed in quick succession. 
If Persia seeks to develop herself, some decree 
of a former Shah is produced to show why 

she cannot do so. Claims to unknown mill-
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ions are filed against her." There was a race 

between England and Russia as to which 

country was able to extort more valuable 

concessions and thus extend its economic and 
political influence quicker and more effectually 

in Persia. In this respect Russia certainly 

carried the palm. 

V 
One of the earliest and, doubtless, the 

most hated of the foreign monopolies was 
the grant to an Englishman of the right of 
"full control over the production, sale and ex

port of all tobacco" raised in Persia. In return 

for this privilege, the Shah was to receive an 

annual payment of £ 15,000 together with 

one-fourth of the actual profits of the concern. 

According to Shuster, the expected profits 

Were calculated to be about 77 per cent on 
the invested capital. The bargain was 
financially good for both partie;, but the Per

sians are inveterate smokers, and in addition 

to the increased cost of an article of common 
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use by both men and women, they were 

upset over the harassing restrictions which 

the monopoly was expected to impose upon 

their every day life by the servants and in
formers of the Tobacco Corporation. 

The people soon worked themselves up 

into a sort of religious frenzy. A purely 

eastern method of seeking relief of an econo

mic gdevance was adopted. The Asiatic 

sets much store by the mortification of the 

flesh. Whenever he finds himself in trouble, 
he instinctively seeks moral and spiritual 
strength to face the evil by imposing a self
denying ordinance upon himself. There is 

no better or more effective way of humiliat

ing an oriental ruler than that his subjects 

should voluntarily undergo i-ome s.uffering or 

privation. In the present case, under the 
leadership of n. priest, Haji Mirza Hasn.n of 
Shiraz, the people took a vow of self-abnega
tion. "Suddenly, with perfect accord, all the 

tobacco merchants have closed their shops. 
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all the galyans (water smoking pipes) have. 

been put aside, and no one smokes any lon

ger, either in the city or in the Shah's entour

age or even in the women's apartments"* 
Some riots attended with loss of life also took 
place. 'rhe placards of the Tobacco Corpora
tion were torn down and replaced by revolu

tionary proclamations. Eventually, the Shah 

withdrew the concession, December 28, 1891. 

The concessionnaires were compensated by 

cash payment of £ 500,000 which the Shah 
had to borrow from the Imperial Bank at G 

per cent. or an annual recurring expenditure 
of £ 3_0,000 on account of interest alone. The 

loan was obtained on the guarantee of the 

Customs of the Persian Gulf, and was repay

able within forty years. 

Worse still remains to be told. Shah Nasir
Ud-Din had squandered the revenues of Persia 

*Dr. Feuvrier iu the Loudon '1 imres, April l, 1881, 

quoted by Prof. E. G. Browne in his book The Persian 

Revolution ", page 52, 
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on his European trips, but so far there was 

no national debt. On May 1, 189G, he was 

shot dead by a disciple of Sayyad Jamal

ud-Din. It is believed that the motive for 
the assassination was not unconnected with 

the late Shah's policy of bartering away the 

natural wealth of the country to foreigners 

and the consequent political and economic 

subjection of Persia to European imperialism. 

As Prof. Browne points out, Jamal-ud-Din 

never spared any "l\Iuhammadan potentate 
who encourages or acquiesces in the exten
sion of western influence in his domains".* 

The new Shah, Muzaffar-ud-Din, had not 

been long- on the throne when he began to feel 

the need for foreign loans for his European 

travels. After one or two failures, he was 

able, in January 1!)00, to obtain a loan of 

* Extra.ct from nu article by Prof. Browne in the 
New Review for June 1896, written shortly after the 
aesassination of the Shah and quoted by him in his 
book The Persian Revolution of 1905-1909", page 97. 
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£ 2,400,000 from Russia at 5 per cent interest 

on the security of all his customs receipts with 
the exception of those for Fars and the Persian 
Gulf. The debt was made repayable within 
seventy-five years. It was also stipulated 

that part of the loan would be used for liquida

ting the smaller loan, at 6 per cent, which his 

predecessor had obtained from the Imperial 
Bank to settle up the claim of the British 

'l'obacco Corporation. Most of this money 
was wasted on trips to Europe. 

The huge Hussian loan was most unpopu
lar with the people. A.long with certain 

other measures, it gave rise to grave discontent 

culminating in riots. A couple of years later, 

1902, the Shah contracted another and a bigger 

loan from Russia: the larger portion of which 

he squandered on his European travels. l\lixed 
With protests against the ruinous and despotic 
tnethods of administration, voi~es demanding 
a constitution were now heard for the first time. 

It must be said to the credit of the ecclesiastical 
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elements in Persia that some of the most pro

minent among the Muslim clergy ioined in the 
demand, which became louder, and more insis
tent as time went on. The public meetings 
and demonstrations were duly punctuated with 
occasional popular disturbances in various 

parts of the country 

In the middle of the year 1906, about 

16,000 people of Teheran took refuge in 
the compound of the British Legation 
as a protest against the tyrannical rule of the 
Shah. In Persia the bast ( taking refuge in 

a sanctuary) is a time-honoured method of 

popular demonstration against royal wrongs. 

No Persian monarch may touch the people so 

long as they choose to remain · under the pi:o

tection of a sanctuary. The king feels humi
liated and, so far as may be possible, yields 
to the wishes of his subjects. In the present 
case, with the persuation of the British 

authoritieR, the Shah climbed down, and after 

some further trouble, including a second bast, 
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he granted a constitution. It is worthy of 

note that the clergy in Persia played an 

important part in securing the constitution 
from the Shah. l\fuzaffar-ud-Din was very 

ill at the time, and the Mullahs begged him 

not to fail in earning the merit of which he 

stood in special need at the threshold of his 

entry into the next world. 

By the constitution, the people obtained 
the right to elect a 111Iajlis, or National Parlia
ment, having a voice in the selection of the 
ministers and the framing of laws. The 

ministers were to be nominated by the Shah, 

but they were made responsible to the J}fajli,s. 

Further, without the assent of the Majlis, no 

tax could be imposed, no expenditure incurred 
and no foreign concession granted. 

The royal seal was put on the constitu
tion on December 30, 1906. -Two days later, 
January 1

1 
1907, it was taken to the House 

of Parliament through crowds which throng
ed all the approaches to it. Many among 



the spectators were so overcome with emotion 

that they "wept with joy as they exchanged 

embraces." Commemorative poems were 
recited, "the city was illuminated for two 

successive nights and gratitude reigned 

supreme." 
VII. 

A week later, the Shah passed away 

and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad 
Ali Mirza. From the very beginning, the 
new Shah looked upon the constitution with 

suspicion and dislike; it stood in the way of 

his exercising autocratic power. He openly 

slighted the deputies by issuing no invitations 

to them for his coronation. Worse still, the. 

Ministers refused to appear in the MaJlis to 
answer interpellations by the deputies. The 

deputies, on their part, had no intention to ex
tinguish thcmrnlves. An opportunity soon pre
sented itHclf when they could make their pre

sence felt. The Shah and his ad visors had 

arranged for a loan o{ £ 4-00,000 in equal 
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moieties from Russia and England. The 

Majlis refused to sanction the transactions. 
The decision was fully supported by the 
Mullahs who denounced the loan as "the final 

sale of Persia's independence." 

Such conflicts between the Majlis and the 

ruling classes became more and more frequeat 

and hitter. For months together many parts 

of the country were in a disturbed condition. 
On August 31, that is, the day the Anglo
Russian Convention was signed at St. Peters

burg, the Prime Minister with whose advice 
and assistance the two Russian loans of 1900 

and 1902 had been contracted, was assassinat

ed. A little Civil War, and an incursion by 

the Turkish troops and another by the 
Russians greatly added to the commotion. 
The discovery of a secret soci.ety, the Fidais, 
(the devoted)-one of whose members had shot 
the Primo Mini1-1ter dead-increased the alarm. 

The Shah vacillated between swearing fidelity 

to the constitution and contemptuously violat-
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ing it. The l,{ajlis created a large body of 

"National Volunteers", composed mostly of 
students and other youngmen. In December 
1907, the Shah made a serious but abortive 

attempt to destroy the Majlis with the help 

of a contingent of mercenary troops, the 

Cossack Brigade, which had been brought 

into existence several years before. From 

this time the relations between the Shah and 
the popular party, as represented by the 
Majlis, were very strained, iI!spite of attempts 

at reconciliation. The newspaper!! vehement

ly denounced the Shah and his reactionary 

Court. The popular orators were no less 

outspoken. The Shah and ·his advisors, on 

their part, determined to seize all power by 
an armed coup detat and once for all destroy 
the constitution. The people realising the 

danger demanded the deposition of the Shah. 

On June 3, 1908, the Shah took up his 

residence outside the capital and forthwith 

bO{rltn to "collect troops, arms and munitions". 
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He "seized the telegraph offices thereby 

cutting off communications between the 1lfajlis 
and the provinces, appointed well-known 
reactionaries to Government posts held by 

constitutionalists, made a number of prison
ers, declared martial law in the city, and 

placed the Russian Colonel Liakhoff in sup

reme command''. Some of the bigger towns 

sent contingents of volunteers to Tehcran for 
the support and defence of the Majlis. A 
regular battle went on between the constitu
tionalists and the Shah's troops round about 

the l.fajlis buildings, (June 23, 1908). The 

buildings were bombarded and badly damag

ed. Many constitutionalists were killed while 

others were arrested, put in chains and impri

soned. Some were strangled to death. 
For a time it appeared as if the constitu

tion was at an end. Riots l>roke out in several 
towns in Northern Persia against the high
handedness of the Shah. The nationalists 

were particularly powerful at Tabriz. They 
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drove out the royaHsts from the city and 

publicly proclaimed the deposition of Muham
mad Ali Shah. At the same time, they des
patched a force of 300 horsemen to the capital 

to support the Majlis and the constitution, if 
necessary. The Shah too sent a contingent of 

his Cossack brigade with some artillery under 

Russian officers to Tabriz to reduce the rebel
lious elements there to subjection. For months 
a state of seige lasted, the Royal troops 
having invested the city and established a 

complete blockade of it. Several other towns 

also kept up the unequal struggle. Their per

sistence was rewarded and, by and by, some of 

the Shah's commanders also began to join the 
nationalist cause. 

The year 1909 found the nationalists in very 
severe straits. In Tabriz many were ''dying 

from hunger or barely subsisting on grass''. 

But they did not lose heart. Towards the end 

of April, the Russian Government, with the con

sent of the British Foreign Office, intervened 
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by sending. troops to Tabriz and, somewhat 

later, also to Teheran in support of the Shah. 

In the conflicts which took place the nation
alist cause triumphed, though the odds were 

everywhere tremendously against them. On 

July 16, the Shah losing all hope of maintain

inR' his position took refuge in the Russian 

Legation outside of Teheran. The same even

ing, he was formally deposed and his minor 
son, Sultan Ahmad Shah, was proclaimed his 
successor. The ex-Shah left the Persian soil on 

_ October 1, a decent pension being sanctioned 

for him by the revived Majlis. After sometime 

he made an attempt to regain the throne but 

it proved abortive. The revolution came to 

an end and a conHtitutional Government was 

finally established in Persia, but the Majlis 
had yet to struggle tlirough years of financial 

difficultie~, confusion arid anarchy. 'l'hese 

Were partly a heritage from the previous 

:rulers and partly due to the "spheres of in

fluence " which had been forced upon a weak 

country by the Anglo-Russian Convention. 
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VIII 

We may fitly close this chapter with a 
brief account of the Anglo-Russian Conven
tion to which reference has just been made. 

In 1907, when the agreement was signed, 

Russia was in a chastened mood. She had been 

humbled, but not crippled, by the recent war 

with Japan. Within her own dominions, new 

democratic forces had been awakened and 
were claiming recognition. In Central Asia 
she had lately been extending her influence 

in Persia- North of Afghanistan she had 

swaJ]owed up one chiefship after another, 

so that at one point, near Gilgit, her bound
aries almost touched Kashmir. Her railway 

terminus at Kush was only about seventy 

miles from Herat. 'l'here were, doubtles'.l, 
not wanting those who said that Russia was 
bent upon the acquisition of a port on the 

Persian Gulf. They pointed to some legendary 

will of Peter the Great that, without an 

ice-free harbour, Russia could never become 
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a prosperous country. Anyway, without 

being Russo-phobists, it was not difficult to 

see that, during the first two or three years 
of the present century, Russia had secured 

a strangle-hold on Persia. By accommodat

ing the new feeble monarch, Muzzafar-ud-Din, 

with two huge loans, practically all the cus

toms, with the exception of those for the Per

sian Gulf, had been mortgaged to her. Her 
trade in those regions was in consequence 
thriving and extending. 

Another but, as yet, a distant danger to 

India was the German concession recently 

granted by Turkey for the construction of the 

Baghdad Railway. England was alarmed. 

Lord Curzon paid a visit to the Persian Gulf 
to study the question how best to counteract 
the increasing influence of_. rival European 
Powers in Persia. He was the first Indian 

v-iccroy to visit Persia and, doubtless, the 

best fitted by his previous studies and travels 

for his self-imposed task. Lord Curzon appoint-
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ed a Resident to watch the a:ff airs in Southern 

Persia and, at the same time, to extend British 
trade and influence in Seistan and Eastern 
Persia in general. He also pushed on the 
Baluchistan railway line from Quetta to 

Nushki, a distance of about seventy miles. This 

line skirts the southern boundary of Afghanis
tan, and thus covers the flank of that coun

try. Jt is o[ gl'Catcr importance politically 

than as a trade route to Seistan and Central 
Asia. 

The conditions were now favourable for 

arriving at an understanding with Russia. 

The rise of a new great naval Power in the 

East, and even more so the fear of serious 

complications in Europe, stimulated the desire 

on the part of England to avoid entlmglements 
in Asia as much as possible. It is true that, 
with the strengthening of tho north-west 
frontiers of India and the settlement of the 

Durand line, followed by the construction of 

military roads, the preparation of maps and 
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the acquisition of strategical positions along 

the borders from Chitral to Baluchistan, the 
direct menace to India had considerably 
diminished. Such at least was the view of 
the ascendant school of frontier policy. But 

it was feared that, instead of crossing Afghanis

tan, Russia might work her way southwards 

and invade India through Baluchistan. 

'l.'he nogoti11tions for an understanding be
tween England and Russia seem to have 
cornrnmiced soon after the defeat of Russia by 
Japan, but an agreement was not reached be

fore two years had passed. The Anglo-Rus

sian convention was signed at St. Petersburg 

on August 31, 1907. While recognising the 
integrity and independence of Persia, it defined 
the interests of the contracting parties in 
Persia, and to much smaller extent in Afgha
nistan and Tibet, though none of these coun
tries was consulted. South-Eastern Persia 
was declared to be within the sphere of in
fluence of England alone, while northern 
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Persia, containing the capital and most of the 

other populous towns, was similarly left to 
Russia to exploit as she pleased. A small 
central zone was neutralised so as to mini

mise, as much as posssible, the chances of 

friction and conflict between the two great 

Powers. 
As we know, Persia was at this time in 

the throes of a revolution. The news that 
her two powerful neighbours had already de
cided upon a virtual partition of their coun
try between themselves came as a great 

shock to the nationalists. They had reason to 

be grateful to England for sympathy and sup

port in winning the constitution from the 

late Shah, and against her, tMrefore, thefr 

disappointment was all the keener. They 
could not be expected to understand that the 
real significance of the Convention lay in the 
conditions which existed at this time in the 

Foreign Offices of Europe. Europe was torn 

by international rivalries, and it was a matter 
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of life and death to England, as also to other 

Great Powers,· to make as many friends as 

possible. Russia was the last ally whom 

British diplomacy succeeded in winning over 
to her side, before the cataclysm came and 

bathed Europe in blood, and with it some 

other parts of the world also. 

As regards Tibet, the Convention recognis

ed the permanent influence of China over the 

land of the Lamas, while in Afghanistan 

Great Britain disclaimed any intention to do 
more than exercise a general control over he1· 

foreign relations. Russia acknowledged this 

ex.ceptional position for England, provided 

both the Powers enjoyed equal facilities and 

Privileges for trade with the country. Great 

Britain further stipulated that this part of 
the agreement was to be enforced only after 
the Amir had been persuaded to· give his assent 
to the arrangement. As a matter of fact, not 
0 nly did Habibullah refuse to be a party to the 

Convention, he expressed his irritation over 
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Ruch an agreement having been arrived at 

without his knowledge and consent. So far 
as is known no heed was paid to his protests. 

It need hardly be added that the effect of 
the ConYention on the Muslim world was most 

unfortunate. In India, the Muslim public 

opinion expressed itself bitterly against it. The 

British J)l'CH!I, on the other h11nd, regarded it 

as a triumph of statesmam1hip, only regretting 

that Russia had received the lion's share in 
the division of the Persian E<poils. 



CHAPTER III. 

I 

Before us lie, side by side, tho map~ of tho 

Tul'kish Empirn as it oxi1:1t0tl l1t the bcO"inuiuo- of 
..., t:, . 

the 11i11eteenth cc11tu1·y and as it elllcrged from 
the Balkan Wars of 1912-13. What a change 

have these hundred odd years witnessed? 'l'he 

Great "\-Var which followed, and which was not 

unconnected with the readjustments of Turkish 

territories in the Balkan regions as well as in 

North Africa, shook the OttoIUan empire to its 

fo,mdations. It is not too much to say that, 

had it not been for the wonderful organising 

capacity, military skill and determination of 
l\Iustn.pha Kamal Pasha, not only would the 

'l'urks have been driven, bag and baggage, 

from Europe, they would have henceforth lived 

in Asia itself, as an independent people, on 

i-:nfferance. 
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The history of the Turkish Empire during 
the past hundred and twenty-five years is a re
cord of continuous disintegration, and if the 

process of dissolution has not been uniformly 

rapid throughout, it was only because of rival

ries amona- those who were casting· greedy eyes 
. t:, 

on the heritao-e of the "Sick man of Europe", 
t:, 

Historians sometimes divide this period 

into three stages. During the first stage, 
ending roughly with the year 1830, the 

nationalist aspirations of the heterogeneous 

subject races inhabiting the Balkan peninsula 

were fully awakened, Under the ftimulus 

probably of the doctrines of the French Revo

lution, the spirit of revolt was abroad. In 
1804, the Serbians rose against their Turkish 

rulers. In 1812, Rus!.ia helped herself with 
the whole of Be:,sarbia. Five years latet· Serbia 
been.me an autonomous state, though it was 

not till 1829 that it was able to establish its 

vii-tual independence under the nominal suzer

ainty of Russia. In 1809, the !onion islands 
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seceded from -Turkey and became a British 

protectorate. 

Some years later, Greece in the south and 

·wallachia and l\Ioldavia in the north were also 

seetb.ing with unrest. In all these provinces, 

the popular discontent was essentiallv national 
. ' 

though the 'l'urkish misrule was also largely 

responsible for it. Helped by the English, 

French and Russian squadrons, Greece declar
ed its independence in 1827, while 1.Holdavia 
and "\Vallachia came under the protection of 

Rus_sia. The two latter principalities subse

quently joined together to form the present 

kingdom of Roumania. On the African shore, 

France conquered and annexed the big Tur

kish province of Algeria, 1830. 
II 

The second stage, from 1880 to 1870, was 
"a period of revolutionary stagnation, of at

tempted administrative reform and of constant 
f 

,, 
intervention on the part o the Great Powt-n, · 
It will be out.side onr province even to refer to 



68 

the frequent political intrigues and nationalist 

outbursts of this time, but two events are of 
such outstanding importance :u1 to claim our 
attention. The first of them was the war in 

Crimea. The best and briefest characterisation 

of the war was given by ,John Bright when he 

wittily called it "a crime". It was a war of 

aggression inspired by lust for power. The 

blame for the war must by apportioned 
equally between Russia and England and on 
both it inflicted terrible losses and sufferings. 

In the end, the integrity of Turkey was recog

nised by the Gre~t Powers, which means that 

they took her under their own protection. At 

the same time, Turkey decln.red-ber intention 

to carry out certain reforms. The Christians 
and Muslims were placed on the same legal 
footing. Christians were to be admitted to all 
military and civil offices in the service of the 

State. The poll tax levied from them was to 

be abolished. rrhey were to enjoy equal 

rights with their Muslim fellow subjects for 
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representation in the Provincial Council. The 
" f ' . re onns ', however, proved to be no more 

than pious wishes. 

'l'he second event was the formation of a 

party of reform in the system of administra

tion. Midhet Pasha who had distinguished 

himself as governor of Baghdad and of 

Bulgaria was the brain of the new move

ment. ·with him were associated a num
ber of patriotic soldiers and politicians 
who were conviucP.d that the very life of 

'l'urkey was in danger unless the nationalist 

· aspirations of the vatious subject races were 

satisfied by timely changes in the constitution 

of the country. Unfortunately, nationalist 

risings in the out-lying provinces of the Empire 

combined with the vacillating policy of the 

new Sultan, Abdul Hnmirl, lP.d to a war wi1h 

Russia. l\iidhet Pasha incurred the displeasure 

of his autocratic master. He was imprisoned, 

and, inspite of the intervention of the British 

Government, secretly strangled to death in 
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1882. The Reform movement of l\Iidhet 

Pasha was the parent of the Committee of 

Union and Progress, popularly known as the 

Young Turks Party, which appeared on the 
scene in 1908, deposed Abdul Hamid and 

established constitutional Government in Tur

key. 

III. 

We now come to the third and the really 

important stage when! following the seiious 

nationalist eruptions in the Balkan peninsula 
and the horrible massacres of both Muslims 

and Christians, Russia declared war on Turkey 

on 24th Aplil 1877. ·with the details of the 

war we are not concerned here. It is enough 

to say that, inspite of the heroic defence of 

Osman Pasha at Plevna for several months, the 

Turks could not withstand Russian advance. 
On .January 20, 1878, Adrianople fell 

to the Russian arms. Encouraged by the 
Turkish reverses, there were risings in Crete, 

Epirus, Thessaly and Macedonia. On 2nd 
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February 1878, the Greek· Government an

nounced its decision to occupy provisionally 

with its army the Greek provinces of Tur

key", But the signing of an armistice a 
couple of days later, combined with the 
assurance given to the Greeks by the great 

Powers that their claims would be considered, 

put an end to their ambitious designs. 

The Treaty of San Stefano; March , 1879, 

was a terrible blow to Turkey. It created 
Bulgaria into a big· autonomous State whose 
boundaries extflnded as far south as the Aegean 
coast. Bosnia-Herzegovina also became auto

nomous, while Serbia and Montenegro were 

considerably enlarged at her expense, Both 

were to become independent States, as also 

the newly created principality of Roumania. 
Reformed administration was promised to the 
remaining Balkan provinces. Russia received 
back Bessarl>ia, besides the districts of Kars 
Batum and Ardahan. These arrangements, 

however, did not suit Austria, as the new 
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principality of Bulgaria blocked "the Haps

burg road to Salonica". At the same time, 

England could not brook the establishment 

of "a dominant Slave State in the Balkans", as, 

it wa.s bound to prove ''a mere Russian de
pendency''. Moreover, the dismemberment 
of European rrurkey at this time could only 

help the designs of Russia as against England. 
Lord Beaconsfield, therefore, proposed revi

sion of the treaty of San Stefano, but to this 

Russia wmi unwilling to assent. War between 
England and Russia seemed to be imminent. 
Indian troops were summoned to Malta and 

other war preparations were set on foot. See

ing that Great Britain was in earnest, the Czar 

gave way and the war was averted. 

The final settlement was made by the 

Great Powers at the Berlin Cong·rcss, June 

1878, under the presidency of Prince Bismarck. 
The Powers which were most interested, each 
in increasing its own influence, or preventing 
its rivals from doiug so, were Russia, Germany, 
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Austria and England. France was represent

ed, but she contented herself with the promise 

of being allowed to annex Tunis, which Italy 

was also coveting. Italy had only lately come 

to her own and was yet too weak to do more 
than merely cast longing looks on other 

people's possessions. Bismarck's diplomacy 

was directed towards the creation of small 

States in the Balkans, which should look to 

Austria-Germany for support, or at least not 
join hands with Russia. With this object in 
view, he succeeded in getting the Congress to 
consent to the formation of a small Bulgar 

State, separated from their Slave co-nationals 

of Russia by the new independent province of 

Roumania, and from Greece by the new pro
vince of Rmnelia under the Sultan. Serbia 

became an independent State, while Bosnia

Berzegovina were absorbed iu Austria. By 
enormously increasing the po,ver and influeuce 
of Asutria, Bismarck laid the foundations of 

a united and powerful Central European mili-
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tary State, which henceforth dominated the 

Balkans and, directly or indirectly, led to 

various combinations and alliances pre

cipitating the world catastrophe. Beaconsfield 

and Salisbury, who represented England at 

the Congress, exerted all their influence to

wards the continuance of Turkey as an inde

pendent European State. But for their exertions 

on her behalf-doubtless in England's own vital 

interests-Turkey would have disappeared 

from the map of Europe. As the result of a 

private arrangement with Turkey, England 

also took Cyprus occupying a strategical posi

tion in the eastern Mediterranean, under her · 

own protection. The worst to play her excel

lent cards was Russia. She lost most of the 

fruits of her victories in the field. Indeed, 

with the exception of Kars and Batum, which 

she obtained in Asia Minor in part payment of 

war indemnity, she secured no territorial ad-
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vantages from the struggle which had cost her 

so heavily in men and money.* 

IV 
Pan-Islamism: The reign of Abdul Hamid 

is a study in the art of administrative obstruc

tion. Both by education and surroundings, the 

new Sultan was extremely conservative, suspi

cious and timid. Some think that his conserva

tism was merely a pose assumed with the object 
of calling llpon the faithful to enlist beneath the 
banner of the C1·escent against the aggressive 

imperialism which now threatened the 'J'urkish 

Empire. If so, he kept up the pose to the end 

and made good use of it in his Pan-Islamic 

propaganda. In this connection, it is worthy 

of note that, the Hamidian Pan-IslamisDl was 

essentially different from that of Sayyad 

Jamal·ud-Din 01; tho Egyptian nationalists of 

this time. The dominant n~te in the former 

*An interesting feature of the Berlin Congress 

was that all the important decisions made there had been 

agreed upon secretly among the powers wost concerned 

before the Congress was held. 
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was an appeal to the deep seated religious 

!lentiment of Muslims all the world over to 

rally to the moral and material support of the 
Caliph and Constantinople. On the other 

hand, as has alreftdy been explained, the move

ment inaugurated by Jamal-ud-Din was at 

bottom nationalist and democratic in character 

so far as the constituent States were concerned, 

the Pan-Islamic setting serving merely as their 

common bond of political union in the central 
figure of the Caliph. 'l'o this end, Jamal-ud

Din endeavoured to soften down as much as 

possible the sharp lines of doctrinal antago

nism existing between the two great sections of 

Islam by bringing both the Sunni and Shia 
kingdoms within the nexus ofhis ambitious 

project. It is, of course, not to be understood 
that the two types of Pan-Islamism were 
always clearly differentiated in the minds of 
many leaders of Islam. The objective of both 

the movements was the political solidarity of 

Islam as a great power and not, primarily, the 
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advancement of the religi011 of the Prophet. 

Both were defensive rather than offensive 
or aggressive. 'l'his will account for the fact 

that, although ,Jamal-ud-Din was a deadly 

enemy of autocracy, the fear of the growing 

western imperialism drove him into the arms 

of the Sultan-Caliph whose rule he hated 

from the bottom of his heart. On his own 

part, Abdul Hamid was equally anxious to 

secure his powerful support and co-operation. 
No wonder that, as far back as the early 

eighties, when the Sulta,n was elaborating- his 

plans of extensive Pan-Islamic propaganda, 

he placed Jamal ud-Din at the head of his 

central organisation or bureau at Constanti

nople from which " there went forth swarms 

of picked emissaries bearing to the most dis
tant parts of Islam the Calipl}'s message of 
hope and impending deliverance from the 

menace of infidel rulers.•" 

* The New 1Vorld of blr, m by Lathrop Sto,ldiu·J 

(Chapman :i.nd Hall. London. H1~ 1 ). page 55. 
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How well this propaganda was organised 

and carried out may be seen from the fact 

that, during the eighteen eighties and nine

ties, the whole Islamic world was deeply 

stirred by a strong revival which expressed 

itself in various shapes and forms. In the 

heart of Africa, great missionary zeal was 

displayed and large negro populations were 

brought into the Islamic fold. At the same 

time, the l\Iahdi movement spread like wild fil'e 
in the upper basin of the Nile, and inflamed 
the militant fanaticism which led thousands of 

the dervishes to rush forward upon the British 

guns and bayonrts in the Sudan. Farther 

east, in Algeria and other par~s of northern 

Africa, the monastic order of the El Sennusi, 

although openly hostile both to the Mahdi 
and the Caliph, was moved to greater religions 
austerities and exhibition of fanaticism than 

was the case before. So profound is the 

influence exerted by the El Sennusi on his 

followers that, at th~ present time, the whole 
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of northern Africa may be said to be under 

bis "occult government'' with which the 

"various European colonial authorities" avoid 
conflict as much as po1,sible. It is said that 

Abdul Hamid's messengers visited all the 

Islamic lands in Asia and achieved a consider

able measure of success. In India their propa

ganda was probably facilitated by the Turko

phil attitude of the British Government. While 
speaking about this subject, we may also haz
ard the speculation that the sudden change 

which the great Muslim leader in India, Syed 

Ahmad Khan, exhibited about this time from 

a rationalist in religion and an ardent consti

tutionalist in politics to a communal Pan-Isla

mist may possibly have been influenced by 
the Pan-Islamic wave which was sweeping 
over Asia during the two closing decau.es of 
the last century. In the extreme cast of A;;ia 
also, :Muslim missionaries had been active, 

Like the "\VaLabis of Arabia, the Derivshes were 

Puritans aud had all the fanaticism of new convert::1. 
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though they had not met with much success 

there. But after the victory of Japan over 
Russia special attempts were made to win over 
the subjects of the Mikado to the I:-ilaruic faith. 

Says Stoddard whom we have already quot

ed.-"Efforts to get into touch with Japan 

were made, propogandist papers were founded, 

inissionaries were selected and the Sultan sent 

a. warship to Japan with a. Pan-Islamic delega
tion a.board.'' It need• hardly be added that 
Japan received Abdul Hamid's emi~sarics with 

"smiling courtesy'' without the slightest in

tention of listening to the enthusiastic plead

ings addressed to her. 

lt is said that the main o.bject Abdul 

H,1mid had in view in building the Hedjaz 

Rail way was the propagation of Pan-Islamic 
feeling and s<Jntimcnt the world over. There 
can be no doubt that the carrying out of the 

project raised the Sultan in the religious re

gard of the faithful and immensely increased 

his pre8tige as Caliph of TRlam. In 1900, a 



world wide appeal was issued for funds to con

struct a Railway line from Damascus to the 

holy cities of l\Iecca and Medina. By 1904, 

more than a crore of rupees was collected. 

Barring a compulsory ten per cent tax levied 

on the salaries of tllf\ civil and military offi

cials in the pay of the Turkish Empire, the 

whole amount represented voluntary contribu

tions which came from 1wery part of the earth. 
The contribution of Indian Mussalmans is 
said to have amounted to about a tenth of the 

total expenditure. In July 1908, when the 

Young 'l'urks revolution took place, the line 

had been completed upto Medina. 

V 
The Tu1·k-ish 11mpire under Abdul Hamid:

We must now go back to the time of the Berlin 
Congress and resume our stq.ry of the con
tinued disruption of the Turkish Empire. We 
have seen that with all his exertions, Beacons

field did not succeed in preventing large 

territorial losses to Turkey in Europe. One 
*The World of Islam by Lathrop Storidard, page 59. 



writer estimates that, as a consequence of the 

Ber-lin decisions, about fourth-fifths of the 
Turkish territory in the Balkan regions to
gether with a population of about eight million 

persons passed out of the Sultan's domination. 

Indirectly, two other facts of great moment 

may also be associated with the Berlin 

deliberations. The first is the clear emergence 

of the principle of nationality by the creation, 
on a racial basis, of several new autonomous 
or independent States in Eastern Europe. The 

second fact is the convergence of fresh vital 

interests of all the Great Powers within the 

limits of a narrow an~a. In these circumstances. 

frequent conflicts, actual or potential, becanie 

inevitable and quite naturally led to the group
ing and re-grouping of the Powers into hostile 
camps. In plain words, the seeds of the Great 
War of 1914 were sown in 1878. 

As we have aln•ady seen, Tunis was pro

mised to France as her share of the Turkish 

spoils distributed at Berlin. Early in April 



83 

1881, the stage ,v-as set to give an appearanpe 

of plausibility to the occupation of the outlying 
Turkish provinces. The French Government 
sent an expedition against certain tribes living 

on the frontier of Algeria. The Bey of 

Tunis was assured that there was no intention 

of annexing his territory, but that "for purely 

strategic principles,'' the occupation of a limited 

portion of the province, viz., the valley of the 
Madjider, was "absolutely necessary." The Bey 

protested. On May l 2, the French Consul 

and General Breard entered the palace and 

demanded signature to a treaty making Tunis 

a French protectorate. The Bey declined to 

look at the document, whereupon the French 

Consul is reported to have read it aloud and 

then forced the Bey to put his signature to it. 
England was compensated .. by the "tem

porary occupation" of Egypt. There was a 
nationalist upheavel in Egypt. France and 

En~land joined hands in demanding interna

tional financial control over the country. 
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Khedive Ismail who was in sympathy with the 

national aspirations of the people was deposed 
at the suggestion of England and France, June 
1879), and, in his place, his son Tewfiq was put 

on the throne. The new Khedive was so sub

servient to the foreign influences that the 

nationalists rebelled against him under the 

leadership of Arabi Pasha. On September 9, 

1881, Arabi appeared before the Khedive's 
palace accompanied by a large force, and 
demanded a constitutional government to be 
formed for Egypt. The nationalists also want

ed to reorganise the army on more modern 

lines and with increased troops. France and 

England, the two Powers whic.h. possessed the 

largest interests in the land of the Pharaohs, 

were alarmed at this sudden outbul'st of 
nationalist feelings. 'l hey presented a joint 
note to the Khedive followed by a. naval 
demonstration off Alexandria. 'rhis only 

served to irritate tho nationalists. Ou June 

11, riot~ broke out in Alexanclria and fifty 
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Europeans were killed by the mobs. England 

invited France to co-operate but without success. 
Nor could the Sultan of Turkey be moved to 

send an army. England then decided to act 

alone. An expedition was sent to Egypt. On July 

11, Alexandria was bombarded and the forts 

destroyed. An army under Sir Garnet Wolseley 

landed and defeated Arabi at Tel-el-Kebir 

(September 13), and Eg-ypt became to all intents 
and purposes a British province under the 
suzerainty of Turkey. The nationalist awaken

ing in Egypt was suppressed, it was not killed. 

It is only fair to add that, there were not want

ing a few Englishmen who condemned Glad

stone for his unwarranted action in Egypt. In
deed, one of his own cabinet members, the vener

able John Bright, left the ministry, because 
the forcible occupation of Egypt involved, M 

he 01entioned in the course of a speech in the 
Bouse of Commons, "a manifest violation both 

of international law and of moral law.'' 
In the same year, Turkey ceded to Greece, 
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as the result of diplomatic pressure from Eng

land, the Province ofThessnJy and part of Epirus. 
Three ycan; later, September 1885, by a coup 

d'etat Bulgaria and Humelia re-uniteu iuto 0110 

province with the a1:11:1cnt of the Powers. Th'3 

Sultan bowed before the inevitable and accepted 

the accomplished fact, only stipulating that the 

fiction of his suzerainty be kept up by his 

appointing the ruler of Bulgaria as the 
ll-overnor of' Rumelia also. It was now the turn 
of the big Island oE Crete to rise in rebellion 

against Turkey, 189G. Crete had made several 

attempts before to shake off the Turkish yoke. 

In the present case also she met with no better 

success. Greece, sympathisiug with tqe aspira

tions of ht:r co-nationals in Crete declared war 

against Turkey, which responded by overrun
ing 'l'hcssaly and occupying it. It was only 
through the intervention of the Powers that 
Thessaly was returned to Greece and the re

bellion in Crete subsided, 1897. 

Meanwhile troubles arose in Macedonia, 
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Ever since the San Stefano plan of Big Bulgaria 

was revh-ed at Berlin, the Macedonians had 

not known even a few years of unbroken peace 
anrl tranquillity. Desi<lci, other and smaller com
munities inhabiting tho Province, the Bulgars, 

th_e Serbs, and the Greeks, each in turn, con

tended for its own political supremacy. Under 

the weak overlordship of Turkey, it was not an 

easy task to reconcile the rival ambitions of 
half a dozen races. Conflicts were frequent, 
some being probably also promoted by · the 
neighbouring more powerful States which were 

interested in the continuance of disorder and 

misgovernment. Abdul Hamid, it is said, 

himself sought to keep up the nationalist con

flicts with a view to maintain his own author

ity over the mutually quarrelling elements. 
In 1895, n, Macedonian Committee was form

ed with the slogan "JHaccdonia for the Mace

donians" as its motto. Such a programme 

was bound to favour the Bulgars who were 

the predominant party in Macedonia, and the 



union of the Province with Bulgaria would 

then be a question of time. 
In the winter of 1902-03, the situation be

came critical. The Sultn.n appointed Hilmi 
Pasha "a man universally esteemed and the 

favourite of the ambassadors" as Inspector

General of Macedonia. Hilmi tried to pacify the 

disgrunted races by introducing reforms in 

the administration of the province, but, at 

every step, he was opposed by Abdul Hamid. 
Russia and Austria intervened to enforce re

forms in the province, but i;mch adminh,trative 

and judicial chnnges as were introduced were 

made iueffectunl by the obstructive policy of 

the Sultan himself. At least some of the Euro

pean Powers were ah10 Hot over-anxious that 
Turkey should set her house in order. Before 
long-, Macedonia became n veritable "pnnde
n1onium.'' Everywhere there were "murders, 
thefts, attacks upon villages by men of a hostile 

race; sometime upun no i;retext whatever, ex

cept, if by Greeks, that the villages were 
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Bulgarian or vice versa; at other times, on the 

pretext that the villagers had given aid to rival 
bands.''* 

Such was the state of thing8 in 1908. In 
the words of Sir Valentine Chirol, there was 

"universal discontent" in which the army also 

shared. At this critical moment when the 

combined intervention of the European Powers 

seemed probable, a well organised party of 

constitutional reform, which had been form
ing for some years, appeared on the scene. 

VI. 

'l'his party was no other than the famous 

Young '1.1urks Party, or, to call it by its original 

name, the "Committee of Union and Progress.'' 

A8 was to be expected, a number of patriotic 
Turks who had been watching the course of 
events in the Turkish Empire, bad beco111e dis
gusted with the 'tyrannical rule of Abdul Hamid. 

They had seen nationalist uprisings in one 
*Sir Edwin Pearse's Life of Abdul Hamid, pp. 27!:I-SO 

(quoted in the 7'urks in Europe by \Y. E. D. Allen, 
page 198). 
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subject province after another ending in their 

separation, as a rule, with the support of the 

Powers. The powerful agitation started by 

Gladstone, both in the Parliament and outside 
over the "Bulgarian Horrors'' and followed, 

some years later, by the Armenian massacres, 

had alienated the sympathies of such of the 

British statesmen as had till then stood by Tur

key. All attempts at administrative reform were 
neutralised by the indecision, if not the tortu
ous diplomacy, of Abdul Hamid. Northern 

Africa had almost completely passed out of 

the hands of the Sultan. In the Balkans, be

fore their very eyes, new independent pro

vinces had been carved out of the once 

glorious Ottoman Empire. Macedonia pro

mised to become, and did soon become, the 
bone of contention for the rival ambitions of 
Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece, and it was feared 

that the day was not far distant when the 

Great Powers would divide the Turkish Empire 

among themselves. 
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As early as 1891, a few Turkish exiles met 

at Geneva and formed a "Committee of Union 

and Progress,'' with the avowed object of 
modernising the political institutions of the 
Empire. The reformers, as they delighted to be 

called, pledged themselves to establish con

stitutional government throughout Turkey 

with perfect equitlity before the law for all 

subject races. The formula of one of them, 

Ahmad Riza, who has been called the "brain" 
of the movement, was-'Oh non-l\Iuslim Otto

mans, Oh Muslim Ottomans'. In other words, 

they wanted to fuse Turks, Arabs, Armenians, 

Bulgarians, Greeks and Serbians all into one 

nation, the Ottoman nation. Riza is reported 

to have explained the position of his party in 

the following words:-

""\Ve shall, as statesmen, place the Qnr:m 
and the Bible on equal· footing. But in our 

reconstitution of the Ottoman Empire, adminis

trative conformity must be absolute. Auto

nomy is treason; it means separation. Our 
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Ohfr•H/i-U r111mJ"f~rin~i:t llHW~ lJU UttOTililTii~F:fl 
citizen~. Wo 111lull no lon~e1• bB eonquororA 
and slaves, but a new nation of free men."* 

Originally, the Committee corn,isted of 
Muslims, but before long a few Christians and 

Jews were also admitted to it, if only to ins

pire confidence in the non-Muslim races. It 

included several members of the Royal family, 

some of them being exiles from Turkey. By and 

by, many of the principal members of the party 
were other than Turks. In the beginning tho 
Young Turks were said to have possessed "a 

decided leaning towards a certain form of 

Anglomania." England "the home of liberty, 

of Parliaments, of popular Government,'' such 

were tho catchwords of which the n~w party 

f-eemed to be enamoured. Dr. Rohrbach whom 
we ha.ve jm,t quoted writes:-** 

* The Tnrks in E1t1·opc by W. E. D. Allen (John 
Murray 1911) page 200. 

** Tm·key and the Eastern Question by Macdonald, 
page 45 quoted in The Turks in Europe by W. E. D. 
Allen, page 200. 
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"'l.'ho Vou11g 'l'urks, libernls of every shade, 
believed that Germany had been a !ltau11ch 

supporter of Abdul Hamid's tyrannical Govern

ment and that German influence consti

tituted a danger for the era of liberalism." 

For a number of years, the C.U.P. contented 

itself with spreading its propaganda silently 

from Geneva, Paris and other centres in 
Europe. SmalJ committees were organised in 

some of the Balkan countries as also in Anatolia. 

With a view to carry out a military coup d'etat, 

the Young Turks put themselves into com

munication with selected officers in the 'furkish 

army whom they succPedcd in winning over to 

their own side. Ahmad Riza started a propagan

dist organ of the party at Paris, wbencn it was 
smuggled into "every garrisoq of the Empire". 
In about fifteen years, 1906, the C.U.P. feltit
self strong enough to form a Central Committee 

Paul Rohrbach in his book Ge1'T11a111,'s Isolation, 
page 50, quoted in '1m·ke11, the Great Po1~·ers and the 
Baghdad Ruilway' by E. l\f. Earle (iUacmillau and Sons, 
New Yorlr, 19:23), paae 218. 
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at Salonica, which was at that time the 

Headquarters of the Turkish nrmy in Europe. 

In the summer of 1908, certain events forced 

the Young Turks to come out into the open 

and face the situation as best they could. A 

speech of the Italian Premier, Signore Fattoni, 

favouring provincial autonomy in l\facedonia 

and the meeting of King- Edward the Seventh 

and the Russian Emperor at Reval, led them 

to the conclmion that the European Powerlcl 
were again contemplating intervention in the 

affairs of Turkey. On July 23, Enver Bey 

proclaimed a revolution on behalf of the 

Committee of TJnion and Progress at Salonica. 

At the same time, two army COlJ>S under their 

own officers prepared to march on the capital 

in support of the Committee's demand. 

Finding that the new forces were too strong 
for him, the Sultan yielded. l\lidhet Pasha's 

constitution which had been suppressed in 

1876, was revived. The censorship of the 

Press came to an end. The sp~' i:;ystem was 



95 

abolished. As if overnight, without bloodshed 

and without any one striking a single blow, 

Turkey was transformed from an age-long 

autocracy into a constitutional monarchy. 

'!'here was great rejoicing all over Turkey 

and, indeed, in all Islamic countries. l\Iuslims, 

Christians. Jews-all fraternised with each 

other rejoicing in that strange thing, called 

freedom. ""Muslims joined in a memorial 

service for the victims of Armenian massacres.'' 
"A Turk was imprisoned for insulting a 

Christian." "A new chapter seemed to have 

opened in the history of Turkey. Ulemas 

publically embraced Christian prief\ts. 

Delegates besought American missionaries 

to ex.plain to the people how "liberty worked in 

republican lands". In a fit of ecstacy, cried 

out Enver Bev "Henceforth we arc all 
brothers. Ther~ are no lo~1ger Greeks, Jews, 

l\Ioslems; under the blue sky we are ail equal..· 

\Ve glory in the name of being Ottomans" .. 

Preparations began in earnest for holdrng 
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a General Election of the new Chamber of 

Deputies. The c<mstitution provided for 280 

members to be chosen on a basis of a uniform 
franchise of all male cifriens in the Turkish 

Empire. No distinction was made regarding 

the creed or nationality for the voters. 

On December 10, the first Turkish Parlia-

. ment met. In opening it in person, the Sultan 

made a speech in which he promised to stand 

by the constitution and to protect the sacred 
rights of his people regardless of race or creed. 

All seemed to go well for a time. 

But only for a time. In fact, both at 

home and abroad thick clouds had already 

begun to gather. As we have explained 

earlier in this chaptei·, Amtria-Hungary had 

little reason to welcome a constitutional party 
strong enough to restot·e ot·der in the 
"Macedonian cockpit". Towards the end of 
Aeptember or early in October, 1908, Prince 

Ferdinand of Bulgaria and Emperor Francis 

Joseph met at Buda- Peth. · It was an ominous 
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Jneeting. On October 5, Bulgaria declared 
herself co~upletely independent of Turkey. 
'rwo days later Austria formally proclaimed 
the annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina which 

she had till then merely '·occupied" under the 

Berlin Covenant of 1878. Similar emotions 

Were soon roused in Serbia. Not to be behind 

others, Crete proclaimed herself a province of 

Greece. Russia too became uneasy and 

demanded "compensation". Meanwhile Abdul 
H,uuid had not been idle. He was at his old 
game of intrigue, this time against those who 

had robbed him of his power and prestige. For 

the achievement of his purpose, he fonud 

ready instruments in the thousands of spies 

and other hangers on, whom the Committee 
had, perhaps, a little too hastily dismissed. 
The policy of fusing the various subject races 
into a single Ottoman uatioii was foredoomed 

to failure. It ran counter to the nationalist 
aspiration which had now been fully awakened 

and could not be suppressed. 
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8uch were the forces arrayed against 

the Young 'l'urks at the very commencement 

of their coming into power. Tu all pro
bability, if they had had breathing time, they 

would have set their house in order. But the 

much needed respite was denied to them. On 

April 27th, HJ09, they took the bold step 

of removing Sultan Abdul Hamid from the 

throne. In the second session of the Turkish 
Parliament, the "Shadow of God" listened to 
the fatwa of the Shcikh-ul-Islam that he hn.d 
by his acts forfeited his title to rule over the 

Faithful. His younger brother, a mere puppet 

in the hands of the Young 'rurkish leaders, 

was proclaimed Sultan-Caliph, but Niazi BP.y, 
Enver Bey and their companions were 
the real power behind the throne. 



CHAPTER IV. 

I. 

The Young Turks in Power. As we have 

seen in the preceding chapter, on their acces

sion to power, the leaders of the new constitu

tional party found themselves beset with diffi

culties on all sides. The position was, we 
think, correctly stated by a recent writer who 
said that "without troubling themselves about 
Turkey's chance of regeneration," the Euro

pean Powers were occupied with their own 

conflicting interests, "all trying to derive some 

profit from 'rurkey in case she should become 

prosperous and powerful, and at the same time, 

doing their best to prevent her from reviving 

in order ti') be able to domineer O\'Cl' her aiHl 

exhaust her the more ea.sily.'' * It is even be

lieved th::i.t the abortive counter-revolution of 

13th April 1909, was instigated by soille of 

the European Powers "which anxious at seeing 

*The Turks and Europe by Galston Gallnrrl. PP· 16-li. 
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Turkey attempt to gain a new life, tried to 

raise internal difficulties by working up the 
fanaticism of the hadjas, most of whom 
were paid and lodged in seminaries and so 

were interestP.d in maintaining Abdul Hamid's 

autocratic Government."* The same writer 

thinks that " these manreuvres may even have 

been the original cause of the reactionary 

movement.'' 

II. 

It is worthy of note that, owing to the 

rapidly growing influence of Germany in 

Turkey, the rrurkophil proclivities of England 

had of late years received a serious set-back. 

German interest in the Near East was rather 

slow in awakening. In 1872, the eminent 
Railway Engineer, Wilhelm Von Pressel, was 
commissioned by the Sultan to prepare plans 
for rail way construction across his dominions 

* The Tu,·ks and Europe by Galston Galla.rd 

(Thomas Murray and Co., London, 1921) page 16, 
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in Europe_ and .Asia. He not only built the 

trans-Balkans lines, but was the first to foresee 

" the poi::sibility of establishing a great system 

of Ottoman railways from the border of Austria

Hungary to the shores of the Persian Gulf ", * 
to the immense economic and political ad

vantage of the empire. 

The rich mineral resources of Annatolia. 

were also well-known by this time. But some

how or other even these alluring opportunities 

and prnspccts of exploitation failed to attract 

Germany, so that in the 1870's, we find 

Bismarck exclaiming- with an air of supreme 

self-satisfaction, "I never take the trouble even 

to open the mail-bag- from Constantinople." 

III. 
In a few years, however, all this was 

changed. 'l'he erstwhile Gei;man attirndc of i 11 -

difterence was turned into one of deep concern 

*1urkey, the Great Powers and the Baghdad Railll'oy 
by E. M. Earle (Macroi!liaD and Co., New York, 1D~3) 

page 18, 



in the affairs of Turkey. It came about this 

way. After the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78, 
the Sultan secured the services of the well
known military expert, General Von der Goltz, 
together with a staff of other officers, for the 

training and reorganisation of his land forces 

on the Prussian model. He also picked out 

large number of Turkish youths and sent them, 

year after year, to the military colleges in 

Germany for training as officers of his own 
army. The military reputation of Germnny 

at thh; time stood very high. In 1866, she 

had inflicted a crushing defeat within six 

weeks on Austria. :\fore brilliant still was her 

humiliation of France only five y_!;lars later. 

Possibly the fact that Gladstone had come into 
power in 1880, had also something to do with 
Abdul Hamid's preference for Germany over 
England. 'l'he Liberal statesman's immense 

pamphleteering campaign in connection with 

the "Bulgarian Horrors" was too fresh to have 

been forgotten. Anyway, the Turkish office~ 
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trained in Germany were filled with admira

tion for every thing German. Meanwhile, Von 

der Goltz in his reports was drawing attention, 

and economic advantages of developi11g the 

Turkish Empi1·e and specially of connecting 

the distant provinces in Asia with the capital. 

Abdul Hamid himself enthusiastically looked 

forward to the dream of the Engineer Wilhelm 

Von Pressel being realised. He had given 

concessions to various European companies to 
build short Railway lines in different parts of 

Asia Minor. Amo11g others, in 1888, the 

Deutsche Bank obtained the right to lay down 

a short line along the Asiatic shore of t.he sea 

of i\formora. Sometime later this line was 

extended to Angora and, iu the course of time, 

it developed into the ominous Berlin-Baghdad 

project. 
On November 1st, 1889; that is, the year 

preceding the fall of Bismarck, the Kaiser paid 

a ce1-&monial visit to the ~ultan. 'rhese Royal 
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visits were repeated. The relations of thet wo 

sovereigns now became more and more in

timate and, on one occasion, in 1898, in a 
speech at Damascus, the Kaiser rather ostenta

tiously declared himself as the friend and 
protector of Mohammadans all the world over. 

A little earlier he had shown his practical sym

pathy with Abdul Hamid by observing a dis

creet silence over the " Armenian massacres " 

which drew upon the Sultan the united wrath 
of all the other Christian nntions of Europe. 
'rhe pan-German pride, itself a growth of the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century, was fed 

almost to surfeit by the rapid expansion of 

German trade, investments and political pres

tige in the Near East. 

IV. 

Townrds the close of 1899,* the Sultan 
granted the Deutsche Bank the important con-

*The final Royal decree sanctioning the a.ward of the 

conceeeioD was not issued till :March 18, 1902. 



105 

cession for extending the Anatolian Railway 

from Konia to Baghdad and thence to the 

Persian Gulf. France accepted a share in the 

enterprise, but England w,ts involved at the time 

in the Boer War and had to decline a similar 

offer of participation in the scheme. Prob

ably there were also other and more power

ful reasons for England's seeming indifference 

towards the scheme. The relations of the 

British Foreign Office with Germany were 

none too cordial, and England was, in conse

quence, reluctant to go shares with a rival in 

an enterprise ,vhich she might, in her own 

vital interests, be called upon to oppose and 

even to destroy. 

Whether the Bng-hdad scheme was co11-

ceived from the very bcgi1111i11g as an c;;sential 

part of the German tceltpo/it,jc, it is difficult to 

say. But it is certain that, before long, the 

political or rather imperial aim:; of the B. 13. B. 

(Berlin-Byzantium-Baghdad) progrn!r!me, as 

German publicists now loved to call it, began 
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to overshadow the purely commercial or 

financial aspects of it. Indeed, some politicians 
even compared it to Disraeli's clever deal in 
the Suez Canal shares more than thirty years 

earlier. Within a few years, Germany was as 

much interested in the Near East as England 

or Russia. If the latter country did not offer 

any effective opposition to the project, it was 

only because she had more pres~ing work on 
her hands in the Far East. However, both 
England and Russia did as much as they could 

diplomatically to block the progress of the 

scheme. For one thing, in signing the Anglo

Russian Convention of 1907, England barred 

the road to the Persian Gulf effectually 

against Germany aud Russia nlike. 
v. 

Such was the state of thi11g-i:l when th~ revo
lution of 1908 put the Young Tut·ks in power. 

Abdul Hamid's policy did not quite fit in with 

the liberal programme of the new Turkish 

regzrne. Besides, as we have already seen, 
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the Young Turks had not held the reins of 

government for three months, when Austria
Hungary absorbed Bosnia-Herzegovina and, 
with her support, Bulgaria broke off even the 
slender connection which had till then bound 

her to Turkey. It was also known that Ita~y, 

another ally of Germany, was intriguing to 

seize the African province of Tripoly. In the 

first Turkish Parliament held in the autumn of 

1908, prominent members of the Young Turks 
party, including Djavid Bey, subsequently 

Finance Member, condemned the Baghdad 

Railway concession and had it not been a 

question of honour with them to continue the 

obligation of the previous Government, they 

would have repudiated the scheme altogether. 
More positive evidences of the anti· Gorman 
and pro-British inclinations .of the Young 

Turks were not wanting. 

" h1 .!.809, tho Ottoman navy wus placed under the 

virtual command of a British admiral, and British officers 

continued to exercise comprehensive powers of adruinis-
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tration over the Turkish ships and yards almost to the 
declaration of war in 1914. In 1909 also. Sir Ernest Cassel 
accepted an invitation to estabfo1h the National Bank of 
Turkey for the purpose of promoting more generous in
vestrnent of British capital in the Ottoman Empire. 
During the same year, Sir William Willcocks was ap
pointed Consulting Engineer to the :IIinister of Public 
Works, and his plans for the irrigation of Mesopotamia 
were put into immediate operation. Sir Richard Craw
ford, a British financier, wa::1 appointod advisor to the 
Minister of Finance ; a British Barrister was made 
Inspector-General of t.he Ministry of .Justice ; o. member 
of the Briti,;h Consular Service becam£- Inspect.or General 
of the Home Office."* Similar concessions were Bhown 
to France which was now an ally of Englo.nd. 

In 1910, both England and France were oftered 

further opportunities for completely weaning 

the Young Turks from any semblance of 

German partiality which mig·ht still linget· in 

them. In the summer of that year, Djavid 

Pasha, as Finance l\Iinister, visited both Paris 

*1'1t1•l,e11, the Great Powers and the Boylulacl Railwau 
by E. M. Earle. (Macmilliau and Co., New York 19'.!3) 

pages 220-221. It is a µleasure to u~ or say that no writer 
we have consulted on this subject bas stated the p1·0s and 
cons of the Baghdad scheme so fairly as the auLhor of 
this book has done, 
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and England to negotiate for a loan of 

£1(!,000,000. The Foreign Offices in both 

countries actually opposed the transaction, 

and in doing so drove the Turkish 

Jcade1·s into the arms of Germany. The 

Turks were willing to accommodate Eng land 

so far as her interests in Mesopo

tamia were concerned, by international-

ising the Baghdad· Basra section of the 
railway on certain conditions agreeable to the 
rival parties. Other compromises were 

also suggested. The Turks wanted to raise 

their custom duties by 4 per rent but it soon 

became apparent that "certain European 

Powers would block the proposal for any in

crease in Turkish taxes, unless they were grant
ed important compensations of a political aud 
economic character and unlelils it could deter
minP, in large measure, the purposes for which 

the additional revenues would be expended."* 

*Tw·key, the G1·eat Powe1·s and the Baghdad Rail
way by E, M. Earle, page 226. 



110 

The Turks were incensed. 'l'hey were 

loud in their denunciation of the Entente 

Powers. They were not prepared, they 

said, to submit to foreign tutelage in their 

economic programmes and policies. '' We 

tried," wrnte Djavid Bey " to better our re

lations with the English. They talked to ns of 

th_e Baghdad Rail way ! We tried to intro

duce financial and economic refo1·ms in Tur
key ; we found before us the Baghdad Rail
way! Every time an occasion arose, the 

French stirred up the Baghdad Rail way ques

tion. Even the Rus~ians, notwithstanding the 

Potsdam agreement, constantly wa.ved in their 

hands the Baghdad weapon."~ On the other 

* Quoted by E. M. Earle in Turkey, the Gl'eat 
Puwei·s and the B".<1hdacl Ra.ilwnu page 2:rn. (The 
Potsdom agreement, N ovembor l !llO, recognised (1) 'l'he 
undisputed Ru:isiau sphere of influence under the Anglo
Russian Convention. (2) The German interest in the 
Baghdad Railway. (3) Russia's right to obtain a conce
i;sion to build a short line in N orthem Persia to be 
linked with the Baghdad Railway, Germany being fne 
to build this section in case Ru:isia failed. (4) The 
policy of the economic open door to be observed by both 
nations. 
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hand, the Germans adopted a studiously con

ciliatory attitude. They even expressed their 
willingness to forego the rig-ht to construct 
the Baghdad-Basra section of the line " in

cluding the concessions for post and terminal 
facilities at Basra." Be:;t of all, the results 

achieved with the Anatolian and portions of 

the Baghdad Railway all'eady constructed by 

the Germans seemed to justify the Turkish lea
ders' hopes of sustained economic improvement 
of the country when the whole system was 

completed. 

VI 

In the midst of these plans for the cco11°· 

mic and political development of the 
Empire, the Young 'l'urkR were sudden

ly overtaken by cn.lamitieR abroad follow· 

eel by even greater ctilamities at home. 

Their one need was a Jong enough respite tn 

set their house in order by carrying out the 

necessary economic and constitutional reforms 



and thus stopping the processes of disinteg

rati0n that had been going for more than a 

century. Moreover, the geog1·aphical position 
of Turkey and the trnining of many of the 

Turkish leaders in the academic and military 

institutions of Europe admirably fitted them to 

SP.rve as the true intermediaries between 
the East and the West. ·what a long vista of 

opportunities for an abiding reconciliation be

tween Asia and Europe was opened out here ! 
But in politics there is no room for after-the
event speculations and reflections. The stern 

fact is that there was no respite for the Young 

Turks. Europe was more interested in 

the collapse of the " sick man " and the di vi

sion of his patrimony than in his focovery and 
resuscitation. 

'rhe first blow was struck by Italy. It 
is true, that soon after the Revolution, Austria

Hungary had grabbed two adjoining provinces 

and Bulgaria had proclaimed her complete 

independence. But in both cases the overlord
fihip of Turkey harl for long yearA been a mere 
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fiction. Every body knew it and the change 

made no great difference in the prestige of the 
new regime. The union of Crete with Greece 
was doubtless a more serious affair, but here 

again, the population of Crete was overwhelm

ingly Greek. The Cretans had made several 

unsuccessful attempts before throwing off 

the Turkish yoke. The separation of Crete 

from the Turkish empire .was only a corollary 
to the independence of Greece more than 
eighty years earlier. The affront to Turkey 

consisted more in the manner in which Crete 

cut herself off from the Empire than in the 

thing itself. 

With Tripoly, on the other hand, the case 

was quite different. The Province was direct
ly governed by Turkey. The population was 
mainly Muslim and there WRS no evidence of 
nationalist or separatist tendencies on the part 
of the people themselves. [taly had no valid 

(Trievance whatsoever against Turkey. Indeed, 
I:> 

even when, towards the end of 1910., some 
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rumours were heard of Italy's intentions to 

seize Tripoly, they were at once emphatically 
repudiated in the Italian Chamber by the 
Foreign Minister himself. Speaking on 

December 2, 1910, he said, "\Ve desire the 

integrity of the Ottoman Empire and we wish 

Tripoly always to remain Turkish''.* Without 

any thing happening in the interval "to disturb 

the relations between the two countries", on 
Sept~mber 2r,, 1911, athe Italian Government 
sprang a mine on the Porte by declaring its 

intention to occupy Tripoly'". An ultimatum 

was sent demanding the right to make Tripoly 

an Italian Province "under the suzerainty of 

the Sultan''. A time limit of only forty-eight 

hours was fixed for a reply. The indignation 

of the Turks may easily be imagined. But 
passion is a poor substitute for power to re
sist. By October 5, most of the coast towns 

in Tripoly were in the hands of the Italians. If 

* '1'11rlce11, the G•·eat Powers and the Baghdad Ruil
way, by E. M. Earle, page 226. 
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there ever was a war waged without provoca

tion, the Trlpolian war was one". Sir Valen
tine Chirol calls it ''a case of purn aggression". 
But inspite of the fact that the odds were 
heavily against them, the Turks fought gallant

ly and, after a bitter war lasting for more 

than a year, only gave in, because serious 

troubles arose nearer home and claimed their 

immediate attention. 

It:ily chose her own time for the attack. 
She sent a force of fifty thousand soldiers fully 

equipped to seize the province. The Turkish 

garrison had, unfortunately, been reduced con

siderably some time before the invasion. The 

Turkish navy which, in pre-Hamidian days, 

was reckoned as "the third most powerful in 

Europe"* had bP.en completely neglected by 
the Sultan, who remembering the fate of his 
prodecessor, "feared that hu, guns might be 
trained on his palace". Ko wonder the Tur

kish fleet, such as it was, was soon driven 

* lbzd, page 359. 
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into the Dardanelles, leaving the undisputed 

command of the sea to the enemy. Nor was 

it easier for the Turks to transport men and 

munitions of war by land to Tripoly. Strange 

as it may seem, " the British Government 

proclaimed the neutrality of Egypt, though it 

was still tributary to the Porte, and forbade 

the passage of Turkish troops into Tripoly."* 

In these circumstances, the Turks could 
only organise and train the Moorish tribes 
living in the hinterland. But so well did the 

Tripolians acquit themselves-.thanks to their 

natural allies, the heat, the sands and the wa

terless and trackless terrain through which the. 

invaders had to advance-that in ;heer despera

tion and hoping to compel the enemy to come 
to terms, the Italian navy seized some Turkish 
Islands in the Mediterranean. Still the Turks 

held on till the middle of October, when re

volts in the Balkans at last left them no alter

native but to sign a Peace Treaty with Italy. 

* Ibid, page 356. 
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Here reference may also be made to the loss 

of another outlying province of Turkey in 
Northern Africa. In the Franco-British 

agreement, France withdrew her opposition 

to the Bdtish occupation of Egypt and in 

return obtained England's consent to free

dom of action in :Morocco. From this moment 

the fate of this province as a Turkish posses
sion was practically sealed. In 1911, serious 
complications arose in which a mock exhibi

tion of sword-play was given by Ge1·many, 

France and England. A European war seem

ed to be imminent. Eventually Germany 

climbed down and, early in 1912, l\Iorocco be

came a French protectorate. With the loss of 

Tripoly and niorocco the once extensive Tur

kish dominions were completely blotted out 
from the map of Africa. 

VII 

Early in 1912, Albania which still re· 

mained Turkish, raised the standard of revolt. 

'I'he immediate cause was probably an ill-timed 
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order enforcing conscription on the l\Iuslim and 

Christian population alike. For the same rea
son, the congelies of people comprehensively 
known as the Macedonians-"a perfect ethno

graphic ~useum"-also became restive. Partly 

out of sympathy with their Christian co-nation

als in the afflicted province, but mainly with 

the object of seizing and dividing Macedonia 

among themselves, Bulgaria, Serbia, Monte
negro and Greece formed an anti-Turkish 
alliance. After protracted negotiations and 

entering into secret compacts among- them

selves, but without settling the division of the 

spoils, on August 26, 1912, the covenant oi. 

the " Balkan League '' was 8igrn~d. The welF 

kno,vn Greek statesman, Venezelos, was the 
moving spirit of the League. 

'fhe lVlontcmegl'ins opened the hostilities 

on October 8 by advancing into Albania, 

who had meanwhile won a splendid 

victory over the Turks and become an autono

mous State. Soon the Bulgars aleo rnoved 



119 

forward i"? great force towards Constantinople. 

Almost simultaneously the Serbs from the 

north and the Greeks from the south invaded 
l\fa.cedonia. 'l'he beligerent Balkan States 

had the moral, and possibly also the material 

support of the European Powers at their back, 

with the exception of Germany and her ally 

Austria-Hungary, which still stood by Turkey. 
Despite the overwhelming forces thus arrav

ed against them, the Turks themselves and 
some of their friends were not without hopes 
of beating the intmders back to their home-

lands. It was believed that, as in 1897, their 

training under German military experts would 

pull them out of the new struggle with added 

prestige. As it was, the Balkan Wars disclosed 

and even "advertised" the essential weakness 
of their position in Eurnpo, if not also of their 
recent policy of indiscriminate conscription. 

"'\Vithout a strong enough navy, they found 

it impossible to transport sufficient reinforce

ments from Anatolia to three or four separate 
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J fronts where fighting was going on simultane

ously. Besides, the recently conscripted 

Christian elements in the army proved to be 
a source of serious weakness in the fighting 

lines; their sympathies were with the enemies 

of those under whose banner they were fight
ing. The commissariat arrangements were 
also · very defective. But inspite of these 

shortcomings, the Turks gave a good account 
of themselves and some of the bloodiest bat
tles ever fought in the Balkans were those 

in which the Bulgar advance towards Con

stantinople was contested. 

It soon proved to be an unequal struggle. 

By the end of November, Constantinqple with 

the narrow strip of land forming the Gallipoli 

peninsula, was all that was once "Turkey 
in Europe". Three other isolated towns were 
in TUt·kish "possession", but they were closely 
besieged, and however stout the resistance, 

they were sure to fall to the enemy. Of these 

the most important was Adrianople. On March 
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28, 1913, it surrendered to the Bulgars with 

17,000 men. Janina had capitulated to the 
Greeks three weeks earlier, while Skutari could 

hold out only till the 21st April when it suc

cumbed to the l\fontenegrins. 

The fate of Turkey. was now sealed once 

for all. Her defeats caused immense enthusi

asm in England, and even the premier, l\Ir. 

Asquith, bluntly declared that "the victors 

are not to be robbed of the fruits which cost 

them so dear'". 'l hat was not the language 

that British and other European statesmen 

had used sixteen years earlier, when, provoked 

bv Greece, the Turks overran 'Thessaly but 

were soon forced by the Great Powers to fore

go the results of their victories in the field. 

In the final settlement, thanks maiuly to the 

daring and determination of Enver, Adria.

nople was restored to the Turks along with a 

~lice of Thrace. In area, European Turkey 

was now barely one-sixth of its former self, 

while its population was a trifle less than one-
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third of what it was before the first Balkan 

"\Var. 

With the victors too it was anything but 

smooth sailing. Dazzled with the enormous 
spoils, they did not quite know how to divide 

them. They forgot their old '·nationalist prin

ciples", and soon the old comrades-in-arms 

were at the throats of each other, overwhelm

ing the peninsula in what one writer justly 

calls "general devih y." As we have seen, 

Bulgaria had borne the brunt of the battles 
against the Turks. She demanded part of 

Macedonia, both as the price of her great 
sacrifices and as the protector of her co

nationals. But the earth-hunger of Serbia 

and Greece had also been kee1~ly excited. 

These Christian nations now sought the help of 

the Turks against Christian Bulgaria. It was 
thus that Turkey was able to wrest Adria
nople from Bulgaria. At the same time Rouma
nia fell upon Bulgaria from behind and forced 

her to give up a part of Dobruja to her 

northern neighbour. The Treaty of Bucha rest, 
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August 20, 1913, finally put an end to the 

fratricidal Second Balkan War. The two Balkan 

\Vars cost about 35,000 lives. But even worse 
that these great losses was the perpetuation 
of deep hatreds which made for not peace but 

the reverse of it. 

VIII 
With the exact manner in which the 

boundaries of the enlarged Balkan States were 
now dl'awn, we are not concerned. But it is 
pertinent to our purpose to refer to two facts 
which stand out in bold relief. The first is 

that the new administratiYe ~tructures were 

erected upon foundations which were far from 

stable. The Bulgarian national ambitions were 

baulked just as they were coming to fruition. 

This made the biggest partner in the Balkan 
coalition very sore at heart and filled her with an 
ill-suppressed feeling of hatred and revenge. 

As a matter of fact, a movement was set on 

foot for a union of Turkey with Dulg-aria 

against Greece and Serbia, but the Great 
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Powers discountenanced it and it collapsed. 

On the other hand, Serbia and Greece had 

got more than their share. When their real 
or imaginary interests clashed, the Balkan 
races hated each other even more than they 

hated the Turks. Again, in the lump, the ter

ritorial divisions accentuated the coflicting 

interests of the Entente and the Central 

Powers. If it is true, as we have observed 

elsewhere, that the seeds of the Great War 
were sown in 1878, one may say with equal 
justice that the Balkan Wars did everything 

that was possible for the seeds to sprout at an 

early date. 

'fhe second fact is equally significant and 

obvious. At no time before was the Islamic 

world so convulsed as in 1911-13. "A flood 

of mingled despair and rage swept over the 
1\luslim world from end to c11tl" .* 

*The Kew World of Islam by Lathrop Stoddard, page 

67. 
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It looked as if a twentieth century revival 

of the Crusades had taken place. It was so 
understood in all Europe. The various mem

bers of the Balkan League certainly made 

no secret of it that they had banded themsel· 

ves together for a life and death struggle be

tween the Cross and the Crescent. Even great 

statesmen who control the destinies of world 

empires talked about the Balkan War not in 
terms of politics and diplomacy but of theolo
gy. When on Novembe1· 9, 1912, the Greeks 

captured Salonica, which had been a Turkish 

city for well nigh five conturies,* the whole of 

Christiandom rejoiced over the event l\Ir. 

Asquith, the British Prime l\Iinister, speaking at 

a Guildhall meeting, referred to Salonica as the 

"gate through which Christianity had spread to 
Europe", and he expressed his pleasure that 
it was once more "in the.hands of a Christian 

Power''. The utterances of otiler equally 

eminent statesmen like Lloyd George, Winston 

*The Turka took it in 1430. 
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Churchill and Masterman were al:rn pitched 

in the same denominational key. 1'he effect 

of these speeches, as of those made a short 

while before at the time of the Tripolean war 
on the Muslims in India may well be imagin

ed. 
A most serious situation was only saved 

by the tact and sympathy of Lord Hardinge, 

assisted by several of his provincial sartaps. The 
Yiceroy paid a subscription to the funds of the 

Red Crescent Society* which had been opened 
at this time and at least four governors of 
provinces did the same. Lady Hardinge 

opened a similar list for Indian ladies. As was 

to be expected, a wonderful change came over 

the l\Iuslim sentiment towards non-Muslims. 

In the words of Lathrop Stoddard-, whom we 

*Dr. Ansari organised and headed a. well-equipped 

Medical Mission to tho Ilalkam1. '.rhe mission paid all 

its own expenses and its services were highly appreciated 

by the Turks. A fuller account of the mission and its 

work will be found in an other book by the author, 
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have already quoted more than once, the_ in

tensity of this 11change in the Muslim sentiment 

can be gauged by the numerous appeals made 

by the Indian Muhammadans at this time to 

Hindus". And the same writer goes on to quote, 
a~ a sample, one appeal entitled "The l\Ies

sage of the East". .:Spirit of the East'', read 

the message, "arise and repel the swelling 

flood of western aggression! Children of Hindu

stan, aid us with your wisdom, culture and 

wealth; lend us your power, the birth-right 
and heritage of the Hindu! Let the spirit powers 
hidden in the Himalayan mountain peaks arise! 

Let prayers to the god of battle float upward! 

Prayers that right may triumph over might; 

and call to your myriad gods to annihilate the 

armies of the foe".* 
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