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PREFACE

I have immense pleasure in introducing to the lovers of
literature this rare and unique work Kavyamyrtam by Sriva-
tsalaiichana Bhattacarya who lived in the later half of the 16th
century. Though this work docs not propound any new theory
in the realm of literary criticism endeavours appear to have been
made therein to enliven the theory of Mahimabhatta which had
already fallen into oblivion. An unsuccessful attempt is also
made to refute Mammata’s arguments advanced for re-establi-
shing Dhwani after encountering the onslaughts of Mahimabhatta
on Anandavardhana’s Dhvani theory. The merits and the
other special features of the work have been elaborately brought
out by the Editor himself.

This Research Institute was originally established at
Tirupati in 1940 under the authority of the Tirupati-Tirumala
Devasthanams, Tirupati. A little over 60 works in Sanskrit,
Telugu and Tamil have been published upto 1956 under different
series of the Institute. They include mainly publications of
rare and valuable manuscripts selected from those preserved in
Sri Venkateswara Oriental Institute, though some others are the
results of the independent research conducted under Triennjal
pProgrammes by members of the Research Section of the Institute,

Sri Venkateswara University was established at Tirupati
in September, 1954 and the Institute with all its manuscripts
and stafl was transferred to the University on 1-11-1956 ¢q
achieve better results in research and teaching when post-gra-
duate courses in Telugu and Sanskrit were 1o be instituted by

S.V. University.

The S.V. University authorities contemplated reorganisa-
tion of the Institute, but due to the paucity of funds, statusquo
was maintained until June, 1959. S.V. University Oiicvid
Journal Vol. I of 1958 was issued during that period and many
works were made ready for publication. But those work on
Which was started before 1956 and completed after that date

were given away to the T.T. Devasthanams for publication,
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Others either remained unpublished or handed over to the editor
or author with permission for publishing them out of his
own funds,

In July 199, the Principal, S.V. University College was
made the ex-officio Director of the Institute and the Research
Section of the Institute ceased to exist as some of its members
were selected to serve on the language departments of S.V.U.
College and the remaining retired soon. It is only in July, 1968
the present Director took independent charge of the Institute.
During the interim period of nine years from 1959 to 1968 no
publications were brought out and only 6 more volumes ending
with Vol. VII of 1964 of the Journal were issued.

Within the short period of 3 years from 1968 to 1971 the
S.V.U.O. Journal is brought uptodate. Vols. VIII to XII of
1969 are released from the Press and Vol. XIJI is awaiting
release soon. Meanwhile S.V.U.O.R. Institute was reorganised
from 1-1-1970 and book publication work also has been taken
up promptly. Thanks to the dynamic personality of Dr. D. Jaga-
natha Reddy our beloved Vice-Chancellor who rejuvenated all
types of activities of the Institute. The immediate result is the
publication of the Kavyamrtam a Sanskrit work as number one
in the S.V.U. Oriental Series. We are confident that other
publications also follow soon.

TIRUPATI, J. CHENNA REDDY,
5th May, 1971. } GENERAL EDITOR



INTRODUCTION

A broad analysis of Sanskrit Aloftkirasastra shows that
there are two distinct divisions - the original and the encyclo-
paedjc. Writers like Bharata, Dandi, Bhamaha, Vamana and
Anandavardhana belonging to the early centuries represent
the first while the authors like Vidyanatha and Vidyadhara
represent the second division. The originals are those
that tried to establish definite theories regarding the
soul of poetry. The encyclopaedias simply codify the
various aspects of rhetoric cxpounded by the great thinkers.
But scholars such as Mammata and Visvanatha who occupy a
Prominant place in the galaxy of rhetoricians stand in between.
Mammata is a catch-word in rhetoric. The popularity of his
Kavyaprakasa is revelacd by the numerous commentaries it
commanded. But this is also one of the works thut was criticized
by Jagannatha panpdita whose genius and originality brought him
to the first catagory of writers. But a close examination reveals
that his arguments rcgarding Rasa based on the Upanishadic
line raso vai sal rasam hy evayam labdhvanandi bhavati had
their roots in the theory of Srivatsa only.

Srivatsalanchana Bhattdcdrya is the author of the present
work Kavyamyera — a treatisc on rhétoric.  Besides this, he wrote
(1) Sarabodhiri. a commentary on Mammata's Kavyaprakasa,
(2) Kavyapariksz, a work on poetics and (3) Rimodayanitaka
a play.! The Sarabodhini and thc Ramodayandtaka are not yet
published. The Kavyapariksd was edited by Dr. P, L, Vaidya
and published by the Mithila Institute of Post-Graduate Studies
and Research in Sanskrit Learning, Darbhanga.

From the colophons of his compositions we understand
that Siivatsalanchana’s father was Mahanmhopadhyaya Visnu-
dharacarya, himself an eminent scholar in all the branches of
Icarmng like Nyaya. Mimamsia, Grammar and Phllosnphv
Srivatsa did not sm.ll\ of his pruceptor or any other rclcvar-]t.

—_—

1. 1Introduction of KPa p. 10.
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It is also noticed

details of his life in his works so far traced. 0 n
from his books that he is an ardent devotee of Lord Srl Rama.

aside the dates given by
at the conclusion based
is clearly seen on

Dr. P.L. Vaidya after setting
Dr. P.V. Kanc¢' and Dr. De?, arrives
on the date of Candidasa, whose influence
Srivatsa, that Srivatsa might have flourished between A.D. 1323
and 1380. Srivatsa’s definition of Karya-‘kavyamasvadajivaruh
padasamdarbha ucyate’ is exactly identical with that of Candi-
ddsa who says asvidajivatub padusamdarbhal kavyam. As the
Kavyamrtam of Srivatsa was not available to l)r.'deya. he
could not examine some more statements that throw further light
on the problem of datec of Srivatsa.

Srivatsa is mentioned by Kamalakarabbhatta (1612) and
Jagannatha Pandita (aA.p. 1620-1660).

In the citations given in the Kavyanir am there are two Verses
(nos. 168 and 228) - one in praisc of the king of Gauda, and the
other in praise of king Mukunda. Most probably these two
kings referred to may be one and the same, as understood from
an account given in the History of Orissa. “Mukunda Deva
ascended the throne in $aka 1481 (a.p. 1558-59) ard ruled over
the country for about cight years. The whole period of his reign
was spent in continual waifare and this last Hindu King o! Orxs.sa
died on the battle ficld in Saka. 1490 (a.p. 1568). Aninscrip-.
tion in Tclugu on a pillar at Draksarama gives ample evidence
to prove that he was 1he overiord of Gauda country. Jtstates
that “the king while ruling from his 1hrone.at Kutaka (Cuttuck)
having conquered the Gaud i country giving promisc ol favour 1o
the Gauda king and having performed the pearl Tula purusd and
other donations at the ganga remitted the duties on (he marriages
in the 27th sthala attached to Rajamahendravaram™ (History of
Orissa by R.D. Banerji, M.a., pp. 342 743).

From this account we understand that the Goudcndra
spoken of in verse No. 168 is no other than Mukunda referred to
1. Later than A.». 1400. Introduction to KPa. p. (0.
2. Cannot be carlier than [4th century,  ibid.
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in verse No. 228. I this were to be correct we conclude that
Srivatsa must have been a contemporary to Mukunda and must
have survived him even afier A.D. 1568

The present work, according to the author, is intended to
be a criticism on the Kavyaprakasa of Mammta. The proce-
dure he udopted in the beginning is to explain the Kavyaprakisa
first and later to advance the criticism against the statement so
explained. But he does not seem to have strictly adhered to
this method throughout. This shows that S.ivatsa has criticized
the views of Mammata only at a few important places asin the
case of a definition ol a kavya. He also followed Mammata in
the maximum portion of the text. He took the Karikas of
Mammata only as the basis. Also, the examples cited are not
d.fferent from those of Mammata in most of the places.

The whole Kavyamyia is divided into scven chapters. The
first deals with the criticism of Mammata’s definition of kavya.
In this chapter he also shows his leanings towards Mahimabhatta.
The nature of sabda and artha is dealt with in the second chapter,
The third cxposes Dhvani with its varieties and Rasa. He
accepts only four sentiments, i.c. Sragara. Vira. Hiisya and
Adbhuta as important.  He does not like the hairspliting
division of Avivaksitavacya, a division of Dhvani given by the
ancients, as it is faulty and serves no purpose. The fourth
chapter is devoted to Gunibhuravyangya. In dealing with the
Dosas in the fifth chapter, he accepts all the Dusas enumerated
by the ancients concerning sabda and ariha. The sixth is
devoted for Gusas. Jere also he sails with the ancients and
differs from Mammata at certain places. Finally the seventh
chapter is completely meant for the sabda and aritha Alankaras.
Here he gives in foto sixty nine arthilaskiras.

A few features of the work

() Srivatsa criticizes the delinition of kavya given by
Mammata and upholds the definition of Bhoja.

(2) He differs from Mammata in the treatment of the verses
bhadraimanc® (6) and bhrama dhirmika® (8) stating that (he
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secc_ynd meaning can safely be taken as agnumina instead of
vyanjana.

(3) He accepts only four Rasas namely, é,rﬁgﬁ"a- Vira,
Hasya and Adbhuta as against the eight enumerated by the
ancients on the ground that the other sentiments like Santa,
Vira, Raudra and Bhayanaka do not give any pleasure. He also
does not accept Danavira. But in his Sarabodhini he seems to
have accepted Karuna and others.!

, (4) He does not accept all the twelve varieties of Artha~
saktyudbhava-dhvani given by Mammata and reduces Kaviprau-
dhokti-siddha and Kavinibaddhapraudhokti-siddha into one group.

(5) Hec does not give importance to Dosas like cyuia-
samskril in a kavya, as they are common both for kavya and
akavya. He dispenses with the faults like virodha, gramya and
neyartha.

Srivatsa does not g.ve any definition of a Kavya in his
Kavyamrtam but seems to have defined it as kavyamasvadajivaih
padasamdarbha ucyate in his Kavyapariks@, which is exactly
identical with the definition a@svadajivatul padasamdarbhal,
kavyam of Candidasa.

In this connection it may not be out of place to saya few
words about a similar work called Kavyaprakasa-khandana by
Siddha Candra Gani, a Jain writer. In the introduction of this’
text the editor has established that Siddha Candra was born
either in A.D 1587 or 1588 and lived for at least 77 years though
the exact year of his death is not yet fixed. Siddha Candra is a
Mahamahopadhyaya and an eminent scholar in many a branch
of learning, He enjoyed the patronage of the Mogul emperors
like Akbar and Jahangir, and a contemporary of Jagannatha
Pandita and wrote about 19 works.

If the above account were to be correct, it is clearly noted
that Siddha Chandra Gani is a junior to Srivatsa'anichana, the
author of the present work, as Srivatsalaiichiana was referred
to by Jagannatha Pandita in his Rasagangadhara.

1. KP-Jhalkikar e¢d. p. 112,




At this stage it is interesting to note that the text Kavya -
prakgsa-khandana closely resembles kavyamrta of Srivatsalai-
chana jn almost all respects. Specially the verse pararacitakavya-
kantaka® in the beginning of the text occurs in both the texts.
Both the texts begin in the same manner tatra anuviadapurvakam
kﬁvyaprakaéakhafg(ianam arabhyare. Both the texts do not give
a definition ol a kavya (for more information I refer my readers
to the paras noted in the foot note'). Though the Kavya-
Prakisa-khandana gives information more elaborately how strange
it is to have two different manuscripts of a work of the same
nature with identical passages repeated verbatim in the name of
different authors belonging 1o different ‘isms> and different ages !!!

Manuscripts’ information

(a) A paper manuscript of this work in Devanagari bearing
No. 6839 is available with our Institute Library. This is a
transcript of the manuscript borrowed from the Bharatiya Itihasa
Samsodhana Mandali, Poona.

(b) Manuscript of the Bharatiya Itihasa Samsodhana
Mandali, Poona. (&)

Material Paper

No. of folios 30

Sizc 27 X. 12 cms
No. o T 11947

Script Devanagari.

(c) One more manuscript is available with the Trivandrum
Library.

[ have gone through the above two manuscripts and also
got some of the rcadings verificd from the Manuscript of the
Trivandrum Library. Even then, 1 am sorry to inform that
some of the verses cited as examples could not be properly
understood for eflecting corrections without rewriting them, and
on a few occasions the prose passages also are ambiguous and
cannot be corrected.

RN e e, 3 CKPK B 10, para 3 KN BT e

KPk. p. 21, para 3, etc.
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I take this opportunity to offer my thanks to my authc
ties who encouraged me to edit and publish this rare manuscrpl
My thanks are also due to the authorities of the Bharatiy;
Itihasa Samsodhana Mandali, Poona who graciously lent thei,
manuscript for collating and the Curator of the Trivandripna
Library who allowed us to go through their Manuscript. Finaly
I also thank the Director of our Institute Prof J. Cheypa
Reddy, M.A., Ph.D., who took keen interest in hastening upt..
publication and my friend Sri N.C.V. Narasinhacharya, I
of the Department of Sahitya, S.V. O. College, Tirupati fon“
alround help. I thank my collegues also for their co-operatic.”

i
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daughter of Sukra. This may not be correct.
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