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FOREWORD

Sinskrit literature is an enchanting subject for both poets
and philosophers. The Oricatal Research Institute, Mysore
has been nourishing aad ourturing Sanskrit literature by
preserving and publishing rare Sanskrit manuscripts since the
last century. This lnstitute which has already published 186
Sanskrit works, now adds another feather with the publication
of *NYAYASATAKAM ' (A century of maxims) written by
Ramedwara makhi. This book is based on a single "paper
manuscript preserved in the Institutc. Vidwan H. V. Nararaja
Rao, a Senior Research Assistant and a doyen in the field of
Sanskrit research, has edited the manuscript o: Nyaya$atakam
and added to the richness ol Sanskuit literature. He has also
given brief explanation of each Nyaya in simple Sanskrit.

The term Nyaya is used in different connotations in Sanskrit
literature, such as method, manner, anology, illustrarion, law,
justice, legal proceeding by logical argument, maxim or
proverbial saying etc., Nyaya is also a system of philosphy
founded by the sage Gautama. V.S Aple mentions about
thirteen different connotations for the term Nyaya. He also
illustrates the term Nydya io the sense of maxim or proverbial
sayings quoting about twenty six Nyayas popular in Sanskrit
litecrature. In the view of Buehler, these maxims are the
inferences from familiar utterances. In Sanskrit literature the
Nyaya compilations are only a few and most of them belong to
a period from the second half of nineteenth century upto the
second half of twenticth century. Laukika-Nydya-samgraha by
Raghunidthavarma is said to be thc first available work of
maxims. But, Laukika nydyajali compiled by colonel Jacob is a
pioneering work written in simple Sanskrit. Jacob has collected
about fouf hundred and eighty four maxims in Laukika
nydyarjali. The same book has been rendered in English and
alphabetically arrarnged by Jacob himselt during 1907-1911.
Jacob has compiled this work selecting the nydyas from epics,
puranas, philosophy, grammar and other branches of Sanskrit
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literature. Mentina may be made of other works on maxims
such as Taranatha’s Vicaspatyam which contains one
hundred and fifty one maxims. Satyavrata Ramasrami's
monograph contains thirty six popular maxims, Chabbinath
Mishra’s Nyayokti-ko$a is a compilation of maxims, published
in 1978 and it is based on the Nydyas found in philosophical
works.

The Vydyasatakam (A Century of Maxims) is a metrical
composition of hundred and one devotiona! verses addressed (o
Lord Shiva, composed in anustup chandas. The author has
trod upon a new path using the popular Nyayas with poetical
and devotional touch up. The second half of each verse (except
the opening and concluding verse) is a famous nyaya and totally
there are ninty nine nyayas in Nyaya$atakam. It seems that
the poet has included two nyayas in §loka No. 76 to make it one
hundred. Most of the Nyayas referred to in Nyayadatakam
display the fundamental concepts of Advaita Vedinta For
instance, the author quotes the wupanishadic statement
‘“Tattvamasi’’ in the verse :

praptaprap'istvamevasi tattvamasyadi vakyatah !
Kagtha-camikara-nyayat aptoktat parame§vara Il

The maxim Kaptha-Camikara-Nyaya of the above verse is
greatly in voguc among the followers of wvedapta. This simile
of ‘golden ornament in the neck’ appears in advaita works such
as AtmatattvaViveka and Vedinta-Paribhashd. A person
unaware of the golden ornament on his neck is searching for the
same elsewhere until some one points it out. Accordingly we
are not aware of the fact until iastructed by a competent
teacher. ‘

Another noteworthy point in the book Nyaya$atakaimn is
that some of these Nyayas although employed in the works of
Aladkiradastra are illustrated in the background of Advaita
philosophy, for instance, kshira~nira nyaya, the simile of milk
and water.  Writers on Alan¥ara employ this maxim to
iliustrate the figure called ¢ Sarhkara ’. Alankarasarvasva and
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Kuvalayananda explain the figure ‘samkara’as a combination
of two ligures by quoting the simile of milk and water. Accord-
ingly the water mixed with milk cannot be separated.
Rameévaramakhi has employed the same nyiya to illustrate the
inseparable blend of Jivatma along with Brahma.

The author of Nyayadatakam remains silent about hlis
personal life, date etc., throughout the work. However, he
mentions his name in the concluding verse of Nyayasatakam.

"Ramedwara—makhiproktiam gauris¢arpitam istadam |
pathantu Nyaya-Satakam papditih nyayadaréinah n

The word ¢ makhi’® tagged to his name clearly denotes
that he belonged to the family of traditiopal . brahmins
accustomed to the performance of rituals and sacrifices.
Rameéwaramakhi is a staunch devotee of Lord Shiva and a
tollower of Advaita philosophy. o

" Vidwan H. V. Nayaraja Rao richly deserves our congratula-
tion for his endeavour to unearth a rare work om nyayas
(Maxims). The Vice-Chanceilor of Mysore University Professor
S. N. Hegde who is the source of inspiration for bringing. out
the very rare works of Sanskrit, richly deserves our deep
gratitude. Thanks are due to the Registrar Prof. V. G. Talvar,
Deputy Registrar Dr. Chandrakumar and Finance Officer
Sri Mahadevaswamy. 1 acknowledge the sincere efforts of
Mr. Siddegowda, Director, ‘University Printing Press and other
officials of the University for their helping hand in the pursuit
of academic activities of the Institute.

Dr. (Mrs.) DEVAKI
) Director
Date : 28-7-1998 Oriental Research Institute
Mysore |
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