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FOREWORD 

S 1nskrit litcratur<! is a'l en~hanting subject for both poets 
a 1d pbilosopaers. The Orieotal Research Institute, Mysore, 
has b<!eo nourishing and nurturing Sanskrit literature by 
preserving :rnd publishing rJCe Sanskrit manuscripts since the 
Jasl century. This lnstilute which has already published 186 
S:1:1skr1t works, now adds another fec1 ther with the publication 
of • NYAYA~ATAKAM' (A century of maxims) written by 
Riime~wara makhi. This book is based 011 a single 'paper 
manuscript preserved in the Institute. Vidwan H. V. Nararaja 
Rao, a Senior Research Assistant and a doyen in the field of 
Samkrit research, bas edited the manuscript o; Nyiiya§atakam 
and added to the richness ol Sansk1 it literature. He bas also 
given brief explanation of each Nyiiya in simple Sanskrit. 

The term Nyiiya is used in different connotations in Sanskrit 
literature, such as method, manner, anology, illustraiion, law, 
ju~tice, legal proceeding by logical argument, maxim or 
proverbic1I saying etc., Nyiiya is also a system of philosphy 
founded by the sage Gautama. V. S Apte mentions about 
thirteen different connotations for the term Nyiiya. He aim 
illustrates the term Nyaya io the sense of maxim or proverbial 
saying~ quoting about twenty six Nyiiyas popular in Sanskrit 
literature. In the view of Buehler, these maxims are the 
inferences from familiar utterances. Jo Sanskrit literature the 
Nyiiya compilations are only a few and most of them belong to 
a period from the second half of nineteenth centu,y upto the 
second half of twentieth century. La11kika-Nyiiya-samgraha by 
Raghuniithavarma is said to be the first available work or 
maxims. Rut, Laukika nyiiyii1ijali compiled by colonel Jacob is a 
pioneering work written in simple Sanskrit. Jacob has collected 
about fouf hundred and eighty four maxims in La11kika 
11yiiyiinja/i. The same book has boeo rendered in English and 
alpbabc:tic.:ally arrarnged by Jacob himsell during 1907-1911. 
Jacob has compiled this w"rk selecting the nyayas from epics, 
puriioas, philosophy, grammar and other branches of Sanskrit 
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literature. Mentin:i may be made of other works on maxims 
such as Taranatha's Vacaspatyam which contains one 
hundred and fifty one maxims. Satyavrata Riiniasrarni's 
monograph contains thirty six popular maxims, Chabbinath 
Mishra's Nyayokti-kosd is a compilation of maxims, published 
in l978 and it is based ou the Nyayas found in philosophical 
works. 

The .V}1ayasatakam (A Century of Maxims) is a metrical 
composition of hundred and one devotional verse!! addressed lo 

Lord Shiva, composed in anustup ctandas. The author has 
trod upon a new path using the popular Nyayas with poetical 
and devotional touch up. The second half of each verse (except 
the opi;:ning and conduding verse) is a famous nyiiya and totally 
there 1ue ninty nine nyayas in Nyayasatakam. It seem11 that 
the poet has included two nyayas in sloka No. 76 to make it one 
hundred. Most of the Nyayas referred to in Nyayalatakam 
display the fundamental concepts of Advaita Vedanta For 
instance, the author quotes the upanishadic statement 
'"Tattvamasi" in the verse : 

praptapriip!istvameviisi tattvamasyadi viikyataQ 1 

KaQtha -ciimikara-nyayiit aptoktiit paramesvara II 

The maxim KaQtha-Camikara-Nyaya of the above ven;e is 
greatly in vogue among the followers of -Vedanta. This simile 
of 'golden ornament in the neck' appears in advaita works such 
as AtmatattvaViveka and Vediinta-Paribbasha. A person 
unaware of the golden ornament on his neck is searching for the 
same elsewhere until some one points it out. Accordingly we 
are not aware of the fact until instructed by a competent 
teacher. 

Another noteworthy point in the book Nyayabtakum ia 
that some of these Nyiiyas although employed in the works of 
Alankaraaastra are illustrated in the background of Advaita 
philosophy, for instance, ksbira-nira nyaya, the simile of milk 
and water. Writers on Alaiihira employ this maxim t0 

i II ustra te the figure called • Sarilkara '. Alankiirasarvasva and 
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Kuvalayiinanda explain the figure 'samkara' as a combination 
of 1.wo figures by quoting the simile of milk and water. Accord­
i:igly the water mixed with milk cannot be separated. 
Riimdvaramakhi bas employed the same nyaya to illustrate the 
inseparable blend of Jivatma along with Brahma. 

The author of Nyayafatakam remains silent about his 
personal life, date etc., throughout the work. However, be 
mentions his name in the concluding verse of Nyiiyasatakam. 

· Riimdwara-makhiproktam gaurHiirpitam i~tadem I 

pathantu Nyaya-Satakam pao<;litah n::,.ayadarsinab 11 

The word • makbi' tagged to his name clearly denotes 
that he belonged to the family of traditional . brahmins 
accustomed to the performance of rituals and sacrifices. 
Ramdwe.ramakhi is a staunch devotee of Lord Shiva and. a 
follower'of Advaita pbilowphy. 

· Vidwan H- V. Nayaraja Rao richly deserves our congratula­
tion for his endeavour to unearth a rare work on nyiiyas 
(Maxims} The Vice-Chancellor of Mysore University Professor 
S. N. Hegde who is the source of inspiration for bringing. out 
the very, rare works of Sanskrit, richly deserves our deep 
gratitude. Thanks are due to the Registrar Prof. V. G Tai var, 
Deputy Registrar Dr. Chandrakumar and Finance Officer 
Sri Mahadevaswamy. I ackaowledge the sincere efforts of 
Mr. Siddegowda, Director, University Printing Press and other 
officials of the University for their helping band in the pursuit 
of academic activities of the Institute. 

Date: 28-7-1991! 

Dr. (Mrs.) DEV AKI 
Director 

OrienttJ/ Research /11stitute 

Mysore 
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