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INTRODUCTION

The two small works, wfxig & wiRwgfog, by
sNfagew, the worthy son of a worthy father
wla@ar=1g, as their names suggest, deal with the
doctrine of . The use of the word #fiss is vague
in common parlance. It means any type of uf®
irrespective of the fact whether it is of the purest
and the highest type or of the most vulgar and
the lowest type or of any intermediate typ:. And
the general public notion is seldom clear about
the fine distinction between the various types. The
name ¥#iEREg is significant. A &4, i.e., a swan is
traditonally, believed to be capable of separating
milk from water when they are placed before it
in a mixed state, This belief is finely recorded by
Fizg, in his  sfmAEas, in the words &&t R
ey araar as@d:. Mix milk and water, and
place them before a swan. It will sip away all the
milk leaving behind only water. The service of
this littl work entitled #%gqis of a similar nature.
It sets forth in the clearest possible terms the
nature of the purest and the highest type of #f3,
technically known as gf3wfs, as distinguished
from the various lower types of wRs. And the
wisgfta ably demonstrates that this highest type
of wfi is possible through God's Grace, techni-
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cally called @, s1gaz, or g%, through God's Grace
alone, and through no other means. In the author's
words it is AggEEEEAT WA

Now, this #fs, be it of the lowest type or
of the highest, requires &4, i. e. dualism. This is
just like fmmm, which requires three elements,
viz., ¥4 R, s, and @, the object known, the
knower, and the knowledge connecting the two.
In the case of #f% too the three elements, viz.,
W{g WA, W, and wWRE are absolutely
necessary. Without these three, viz., the deity, the
devotee, and the devotion connecting the two, no
wf is possible. We can conceive of no #f% without
these three absolutely necessary elements. Then
the question arises as to how we are to reconcile
this dualism with'the pure non~dualism of “haga=.
He has propounded both, namely, % and at the
same time ¥E@4, i e, the pure non-dualism in
equally unmistakable terms without subordinating
either to the other. The other ami¥s have no
difficulty whatsoever; for they lean either one way
or the other. As for instance, #l@#U=F in the
ultimate analysis rejects dualism altogether, and

together with it the doctrine of #fs. His final
doctrine 1s :

4 & a0g Tl oo @ @ a1 Faed A ey |
. ho . c .
q g A TEAUETRA, F4 gAqEAiaE FAfE 0
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On the other hand, *f@=mq completely
rejects non-dualism. He is out and out a dualist.
So in his doctrine #wiw has full scope. As for
siiframat=rd duality is as much real as non-duality.
So in his doctrine, too, the doors for 317 are ever
open. ®RMEAT too is in the ultimate analysis a
dualist; for, in his doctrine, the souls are not only
distinct from each other but also from God even
in the ultimate state of salvation. It is *Ram=m™
alone who has to face the greatest difficulty. He
fully accepts the Upanishadic dictum ¢ @37 @i

zzoa Wil uFERaifgedigd without the least reservation.
This no doubt is the Upanishadic description of

the precreation state of the Ultimate Reality. In
that state the Ultimate Reality or wz® was one
without a second. But the fact that @s#maa =g
€1 59139, 1. e, that wa” desired to be many and
did become many, opens the door for dualism and
for wfs. This is all right. But sfiagn=m is not satisfied
with the dualism of this postcreation state and the
non-dualism of the precreation state. In this creation
state too his ZEEA or pure non-dualism is there.
Such dicta as @f @f1% @ and qifieg have been
unreservedly accepted by him. 7 ¥ @t &1 aw
AE I Fq1 47T | eifRg WA, @ie Seragees: | How
are we to reconcile this creation state non-dualism
with the dualism without which uf& is impossible ?
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No doubt, logically this is an unsurmountable
difficulty. But sfamm=na has cut the Gordian knot
by rising above logic. And this act on his part is
not without an authority behind it. Under similar
circumstances the great %R has done the same
thing. Undauntedly he advances with his categorical
reply #ideg w=gaeam. Our ultimate authority is the
Revealed Word. simgn=m, following in the wake
of the @a#w, says: No doubt, the #it-passage, @
A AT o TEAaATEgdEd, plainly states that in
the beginning there was one & i e. 9 and
there was nothing else; but other passages of
that very yft, diswwaa g @i 3wk and&@ o
W..! § fGdgdead |\ @ § UITEME state equally
plainly that One became Many. Why and how
one cannot ask. For such conceptions as @3ugandaig
sfTdEia T, 9eg, and TN IR, FAATRGH, WA PR
are part and parcel of the human brain. And in
physical Nature too, does not protoplasm exhibit
similar characteristics ? The One Ultimate Reality
not only can, but does become many whenever
and wherever it so desires; and further it can and
does remain many as long as it likes. And the
beauty of all this is that this becoming many in
no way disturbs the pristine Oneness of the Ultimate
Reality. Even while manifesting newer and newer
forms, it does retain its pristine purity; and it can
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emerge in its full resplendence sapping as under
all the limitations whenever and wherever it wishes
to do so. Thus the One Ultimate Reality has
willed to become many and has become many.
In this way the doors for wi are ever open in
the system of *fgew=d in spite of his metaphysical
doctrine of IEEd or Pure Monism.

Now, the question to be considered next is
the gradation of these many forms. At the head
of this hierarchy stands the One Ultimate Reality.
It is All-Bliss, is All-Grace. Call it &= or TgFIITH.
And it is on this One Ulimate Reality that the
father Ma@wia and his son *Afazew have their
hearts set. They are satisfied with nothing short
of this. And it is this Highest Ultimate Reality
that they respectively invoke in their following

very famous stanzas:— \

auify g9 Ay SeeitifearnT@g |
seilageeefin: dsgmd serfaEg o
I L B (e P At R M EAEIEI e
Hegel wd awadyg @ AsEg age3q |
In the one, this Ultimate Reality is spoken
of as a repository of all fine arts, devotedly pursued
by thousands of true lovers of arts by means of
their fine artistic creations, and resting in peace in a
truly meek heart; and in the other, as one playing
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joyfully joyfully with its true devotees completely
untouched by any selfish consideration whatsoever.

God is the name we give to this Ultimate
Reality. That God must be all Good, all Kind, all
Powerful. His kindness must flow freely. If he
expects anything of a devotee either before or
after, He ceases to be selfless and therefore the
Highest. Even when He accepts anything from a
devotee, it is more to please the devotee and not
Himself. The true devotee too loves and serves
God for the sake of loving and serving. He expects
nothing in return either before or after. Such God and
such devotees are the very gems of the creation,
No purer conception of ¥ can we have other
than this. In his wRsga, “Nfaza separates this purest
type of Wi from the other dross, i.e., lower types;
and in the wirigfmg he ably demonstrates that
this highest type of =i is possible through the
freely flowing Grace of God and through such
Grace alone. This type of i is the highest and
the best because it is open to all, is the easiest,
the cheapest, and also perfectly free from any
selfish consideration whatsoever either on the part
of God or on that of the devotee.

Ellis Bridge
AHMEDABAD 6

Champaranya,
} N. K. Bambhania
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