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FOREWORD.

In obedience to the wishes of the author of
this booklet I write this Foreword introducing
it to the public, though in my “opinion,
the closely reasoned arguments and’ the inevi=
table conclusions arrived at in the Booklet itself
fully justify the necessity and thé opportuneness
of the publication. These are days when the
wise maxim:—-

“A little learning is a dangerous thing,
. . - . bAl
Drink deep or taste not the Pierian spring

is conveniently forgotten and every one with
a smattering of knowledge cousiders himself to
be an authority on all subjects affecting the well-
being of the Hindu Society. But, in spite of the
degeneracy of this Kali age, the reverence and
esteem for the Scutis and Smritis are so in.
grained in the very blood and tissues of the
Hindus that they hesitate considerably before
agreeing to uanything which has not got the
sanction of the Srutis and Sraritis behind it.
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Knowing full well this deep-seated inherent
nature of the Hindus, the modern-day so-called
educated reformers who wish to introduce their
new-fanged hobbies try to twist and torture the
textsy to suit their own whims and fancies
and pose themselves as mere expounders of the
Sratis and Swmritis and not as reformers introdu-
cing unwanted and fanciful innovations. This
is nothing but the Devil quoting scripture to-
cuit his end. Post-puberty warriage, widow-
marriage, divorce, levelling of the castes, abolition
of untoucbkability, removal of the Sikha, wiping
off of the caste-mark, shaving of the face alone,.
in short, every pet hobby of these modern wise-
acres are proclaimed to have the authority of the
Srutis and Smritis so that the gullible folk might
foliow them implicitly. And strange to say
there are found people who follow these false
prophetsimplicitly merely becanse they find it
easy to Eollow their teachings instead of the hard
and fast rules of couduct prescribed in the Srutis.
and Smritis.  And as a sort of {balm to their
conscience they hug to their hearts the scrip-
ural texts as interpreted by these misleading

interpreters.  This evil is growing fast and is
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mow spreading even among the highest of the
Varnashramas viz, the Sannyasa asrama. There
has arisen now a cult among the Sannyasis them-
selves that advocates the abandonment of the
Darda and Kamandalu and the Kashaya—the
outward symbols of the Asrama, the growing
of the hairs on the head and the face, the non-
observance of even the Vyasa Puja and the Cha-
turmasya, the indiscrimiaate eating and mingling
in worldly affairs, ete., ete. And these are advo-
cated not as their own pet fancies or as desirable
reforms but as rules of conduct laid down in
the Srutis and Smritis themselves to be faithfully
followed. The conduct of the great personages
of the ;mst such as Sri Sankara, Sri Vidyaranya
and otlers are all criticised as unshastraic and
even their own Gurus are thrown overboard by
these deceivers. When such teachings begin to
cause confusion in the minds of the astikas as to
the right course of conduct to be followed, it is
time that real scholars of the type of the author
of this booklet give out the correct interpretations
of the Srutis and Smritis concerned and assert

without fear or favour the right conclusions as
regards the acharar of the sannyasis, so that at
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least the highest asrama with the loftiest ideals
may remain unsullied. The author is known te
me from his Brahmacharya days when he was
studying at Sringeri under His Holiness Sri
Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamigal than whom it
is impossible to find a greater, a more learned and.
a more intelligent scholar throughout the land.
Having imbibed the learning and culture under
such holy auspices, it is no matter for wonder that
the author has written this closely-reasoned
booklet rebutting seriatim the misleading argus

ments put forward by the sophists and asserting

in emphatic terms the correct conclusions as laid

down in the scriptures and as interpreted by a

succession of mighty intelluctual giants of our

ancient wisdom. A careful perusal of the booklet

will certainly convince every impartial reader of

the soundness of he conclusions and will also

give him much food for thought.

T. K. Balasubrahmanyam,
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®f the four Purusharthas, Dharma, Artha,
Kama and Moksba, it is well-known that Moksha,
liberation from the bondage of births and deaths,
is alone Nitya or eternal, and is therefore called
the Parama-Purushartha. According -to the
Sastras, such Moksha or liberation can be attained
only by one who, after accepting sanyasa
practises Sravana, Manana and Nididhyasana.
The author of Swarajva-Siddhi says giear gea:
IREIgIAITAT SRR i-e., the Sanyasiis the
chief Adhikari for Bramha-Vidya. Just as the
Government have laid down that in the High
Courts, the Legislative Assembly and Councils,
the Judge, the Barristers and the Presidents are
to be ina particular uniform dress and headwear,
s0 too the Sastras have laid down that the person
desirous of attaining Moksha should practise
Brahma-Vidya after accepting sanyasa which is
hence termed as the Moksha-Asrama in the
Smritis. Although many types of sanyasa are

heard of =, a5, &9, AWEH, gdaidEa and
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sraga, only the Paramahamsa type is being
observed in practice frcm the time of Sri
Sankaracharya onwards. It will be seen from
the contents of this book that the other types of
sanyasa are not permitted during Kaliyuga.

In these days, there are several people who,
after accepting sanyasa without practising Sra-
‘vana, Manana an(} Nididhyasana in the manner
laid down in the Sastras, boast that they have
{by themselves) attained the goal of Self-realisa-
tion, and give up the external symbols Danda,
kamandulu etc. and live a free life according to
their mental inclinations. They call themselves
Mukhya Paramahamsas, Avadhutas etc., althongh
they continue to keep worldly vyavahara. Not
only they lead such “Ves, but induce others to
do the same thing. Further they quote stray
passages from the Upanishads in support of
their conduct, and even go to the eutent of
saying that the genuine type of Paramahbamsa
Asrama with the Danda etc., practised as Vai-
dika Sishtachara in the country from the time
of Sri Sankaracharya is not correct. While in
the Avadhuta stage, books are being published
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and circulated.  People, not acquainted with the
Sastrag, are linble to be misled by such writingss
and might conclude that the Dandi Paramahamsa
Sanyasa, which was ndvoeated and observed by
Sri Sankaracharya and Sri Vidyaranya Swamis,
and which has come down as sampradaya since
their time, is not correct, and that the new type
without the Danda or the Avadhnta is the
correct type advocated by the Sastras. It is just
tc remove this veil of cloud now hanging over
the heads of the Dandi Paramahamsas that Sri
Sacchidaranda Tirtha Swamigal has written this
new book, Paramahamsya-Dharma-Mimaresa.
Tn this book, the author has interpreted
passcoes. contained in the Narada Parivraja-
kopxnishad and other Upanishads without con-
flicting one another, at the same time in accord-
ance with the Prachina Vaidikasampradaya in
vague in the country. His contention is that the
Danda ete., should be maintained by a Parama-
hamsa till he attains SMUGEASIT 7. e, Self-Re-
alisation in practice, and this has been supported
by many Sastraic proofs. He has also explained
till what time and how Sravana, Manana and
Nididhyusana are to be practised.
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The two types of Paramahamsas, Vidvat
and Vividisha recognised by the Sastras, have
been described elaborately in this book. At the
present day many types of sanyasis are to be
seen each foilowing a type of conduct peculiar
to himself so-much-so the average man is left in
doubt as to who the real Vaidika Sanyasi is
and who is not. This book ought surely to be
gone throngh by all such people who are not in
a position t0 distinguish the right type from
others,

o Ao~ -~ -

qeazEe SUHROT AERNEL el AgaRwE g
FAHAA

This sentence from Dharma Sindhu clearly
shows that in the Vividisha stage, the Danda is

essential.

The author of this book, Sri Sacchidananda
Tirtha Swamigal, bas lived in the Sringeri
Mutt for a long time, and has learnt Vedanta
at the feet of the present Jagadguru, His Holi-
ness Sri Sankaracharya. Hence the opinions
expressed and the interpretation of the Sastraic

texts contained herein will not in any way con-
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tradict with Sastraic principles and Sishtachara.

This will be evident to all those who go through
this book,

KRISENARAYAPURAM o ernteh
29th December 1935, sfrradiyeAra:
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