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P11esidential Address at tlte Twelfth Session of the 
All India ffindu Mahasabha, Held at Surat, 1929 

BY RAMAN .AND.1.\. CHATTERJEE 

IT is undoubtedly true that all ov('r tho 
world every man owes a duty to tho 
nation to which he belongs. But in 

addition to that duty, he has his duty to tho 
family he belongs to, and the religious commu­
nity or other section or class to which ho 
belongs. Even in countries which are inhabi­
ted almost entirely by people profe/ssing a 
single religion, it is found that those who 
belong to different sects of that religion, such 
as Roman Catholic, .Anglican, Baptist, etc., try 
to promote the welfare· of the particular sects 
to which they belong. This they do without 
neglecting their duties as citizens or as members 
of a household. That is to say, they belong 
to particular political pmtics, particular 
religious sects and particular families, and do 
their duties to all. Some may belong also 
to trade unions, loamed societies, chambers 
of commerce, etc., and do their duties as 
such. Nobody contends in those countries 
that there is any necessary antagonism between 
a man's duties to tho nation and .. his duties 
to smaller groups. E\'en the greatest of 
statesmen in those countries may belong to 
these smaller groups, and many have actually 
so belonged. Xo charge of cornmunalism in a 
bad sense is brou ll'ht against them. Similarly in 
India, tho char~o of communalism cannot 
justly be borught against Ananda l\Iohan Bose, 
President of tho Sadharnn Brahmo Samaj 
and also of the Indian :X ational Congress, 
against Lajpat Rai, President of tho Hindu 
:i\Inhasabha and also of the Indian National 
Congress, or against l\Iadan 1\Iohan l\Inlaviya, 
President of the Indian National Congress 
and also of the Hindu 1\Inhasabhn. \Vhat is 
true of them is true also of nutionalist Hirnlu 
Sabhaites of lesser note. They all try to 
change the Yarious Hindu bodies into 
compact bricks for the Indian national 
edifice, instead of allowing them to remain 
like loose dust or shapeless mud, not tit to 
build palaces with. 

Among the inhabitants of Indiu arc to 
be found men and women following some 
one or other of all the historic religions of 
tho world. Here we also ham political 

organizations open to persons of all religions 
or no religion, such as the Indian National 
Congress and the National Liberal Federation. 
As Hindus form the majority of the popula­
tion of India, they have, all along, as a 
matter of course, constituted the majority of 
the members of those political bodies, and 
have been their most active workers. Their 
politicalzeal is neither un-Hindu, nor unatural. 
For though during certain periods of their history 
Hindus may have been rather un-politically­
minded, it is in their sacred epic of the 
Mahabharata, Santi Parva, that one finds 
tho following verses :-

")Iajjet Trayi dandanitau hatayii.m, 
sarve dharmii.!_1 prakshayoyur-vivrdlli1al_1: 

Sarvo dliarmiishchashramanii.m hatah syul.1, 
ksha.tro t:rakte rajadharmo pmane. 

Sarve tyfu,>ii raiadlmrmesu drista, 
sarvaJ.1 diksha riiJaciimrme~n yuktal.1 : 

Sm•vii. vidya raiadharmcsn d10ktah. 
sarvc loka rajadhar1;1c pral,iftill_1." 

. •:,vhcn Politics bccon_ws lifeless. the t_rip\c \ccl;i 
sml,s. all the IJharmas (1 e .. the bases of el\'iJ17,at1on). 
(hmyqver) d~velopcd. l'Omplctelv decay. When 
trad1?onal State~E.t~cs arc ~q;_ru:ted fron"\, all the 
bases of the d1v1s1ons of mcl1ndual l!fe are 
shattered. 

. ')n l~oliticf! !1,l'O rralized all the forms of rennn­
~iat1011, _m politics arc united all the saemments, 
m polita:s are combined all kuowled!!C: in Politics 
m·e cc~tred all the \Vorlds".-K. 1'. ,Jayaswal's 
translation. 

It is to be understood that, in these verses 
from ~h_c Mahabharata, by politics is meant 
the ~ohti_cs o! a free people. Politics of n 
certnm Jund 1s also needed in order that a 
dependrnt p~~plo mny be free ; hut it is not 
of . the petit10nnry or theatrically minatory 
variety. 

But cnn the politics of a free people 
~loes not include all kinds of human activity, 
mner :md outward, though all such things 
arc i1~tirnately comwctcd, ·c1iroctly or in<lirect­
ly, with politics. ::\luch less does the politics 
of · dependent 1woph-s cum1n-ehen<l nil their 
activities, including- thl'ir eultun'. '.l'o oonserYe 
and promote all these, Slllll('thing- Ill aduitio, 
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to political organisations and activities arc 
needed. At this time of day, it would be rather 
superfluous to dwell on India's achievement in 
human history. Nevertheless, I shall here 
quote the opinions of two men : of Lord 
Curzon, who cannot be accused of sympathy 
,vith Indian aspirations, and of l\Ia..x l\Iuller, 
who studied ancient Indian literature sym­
pathetically. The former as Viceroy said in his 
address at the Delhi Durbar in 1901 :-

"Powerful Empires existed and flourished here, 
while Englishmen were still wandering painted in 
the woods. and while the British colonies were 
still a wilderness and a jungle. India has left a 
deeper mark upon the history, the philosophy, and 
reliirion of mankind, than any other terrestrial unit 
in the Univernc." 

The latter, in his hook on "What India 
has to teach us", says:-

"If I were asked under what sky the human 
mind has most fu]Jy developed some of its choicest 
i:rifts. has most deeply pondered on the irreatest 
problems of life, and has found solutions of some 
of them which will deserve the attention even of 
those who have ~tudiPd Plato and Kant. 
I shouJd point to Indm. If ~ were to ask m:vsclf 
from what literature we here m Europe, may draw 
the corrective which is most wanted in order to 
make our inner lifemore_pmfect. more.universal. in 
fact more fruly lmman.agam I should pomt to India." 

Later on I shall have something more to 
say of India's achievemei:it.. At this st.nge, I 
need only observe, that it 1s necessary that 
there sbouJd be a community whose special 
business it should be to conserve our heritage. 
J do not say that people of non-Indian faiths 
have not the right to this heritnge or that 
none of them have done anything to preserve 
it-for some of them have been pre-eminent 
workers in this field ; what I mean is that 
it is peculiarly our duty and our right to 
keep whatever of permanent value has come 
down from our past and to extend the bounds 
of Indian thought and culture. For, whatever 
friend or foe may say, we are not a decadent 
people. We mean t_o live, ':e will live, we 
can live, and we will yet give to the world 
what God intended that we shouJd. Men of 
non-Indian culture may care-and sineerely 
care-for Indian cuJture _as sof!lething 8?cillary ; 
but with us, our he1'.ta~e JS that m which 
our being is rooted, 1t JS the core of our 
collective and individual life. We may 
assimilate the best that is in non-Indian 
cultures and faiths, but the essence of our 
individual and collectfre personality must 
necessarily be Indian. Othe~s may think tl_iat 
we arc mistaken in holdrng_ th~t fndrnn 
culture and spirituality are not mfenor to any 

.. other that exists ; but -we stick to our opinion. 

In order that there may be a living conti­
nuity between India's past, present and future, 

~- and in order that India's past may bear 
fruit again for all men's rrood, in the soil 
of India's present and futii'rc, clrn 1\':ing sap 
fr?m all quarters, it is necessary that the 
Hindus should not die out. For, t.heir loyalty 
to India is naturally more comprehensive, 
deep and whole-hearted than that of any 
other community. And in sayin~ this 
do not in the least disparage Indrnns of 
non-Indian. faiths and their cults and cultures, 
which also have a value,or forget that cultures 
of non-Indian origin have in some measure 
enriched Indian culture. Nor do we suggest 
that by merely calling oneself a Hindu, one 
becomes in any respect more loyal to India 
than nn Indian who is not a Hindu. Loyalty 
to India implies devoted service to India in 
a comprehensive sense and living according 
to the ideals of Indian culture and spirituality. 

For the continued existence of the Hindu 
people, something more than the politics of 
a dependent people is required. It should be 
the duty of the Hindu :Mnhasabha and all other 
Hindu organizations and institutions_ to be 
this additional something. Man cannot ll\"~ by 
politics alone. Nor, therefore, can the H1_ntl11 
man. Far less can he live by politics, 1f it 
hecomcs lifeless. 

What is the life of politics i' A comm_on 
hatred of alien rule cnnnC1t be this hfe. 
Love of freedom in its widest sense, love of 
India and her heritage with "love far-brought 
from out the storied Past," and a 
loving, profound and burning _faith in 
something eternal which makes for r1ghte?l~S­
ness, justice and truth can ma~e. politics 
living. This faith we call rehgJ?n. The 
religions of the Hindu people may gl\'C theni 
this faith, if they are sincere believers. ~~en 
who have such faith are thereby fortified 
for all sh-enuous beneficent cndea,·ours for 
all sacrifices and sufferings, nnd are placed 
above fear and temptation. 

Just as internationalists of an extreme 
type forget in their condemnation of 
nationalism that nationalism may be of two 
kinds, so nationalists forget that devotion 
to the welfare of the religious community 
to which one belongs may not necessarily 
deserve the name of communalism in an 
opprobrious sense. Nationalism is bad when 
it means "J[y country, right or wrong," 
when it seeks to aggrandise one's own; 
country at the expense of other countries.• 
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Nationalism has come to have a sinister 
significance because in Europe it has been 
generally of the predatory sort. But Indian 
nationalism is not of that character. It only 
wants the restoration of the birthright of 
Indians in India ; it does not seek to depriro 
any foreign people of their righb; in their 
countries. Similarly, the Hindu )[alrnsabha 
does not seek to have for Hiudus any 
political, economic or civic rights or privileges 
to which they are not entitled by their · 
numbers, educational and other qualifications, 
character, ability, public spirit and tax-paying 
capacity. And, in particular, the Hindu 
l\Iahasabha does not want for Hindus any 
fixed share of anything which may indirectly 
leave an inequitable portion for ot!Jers. It 
stands for open and fair competition, for an open 
door for talent irrespective of considerations 
of race, creed, or complexion. It· is one of 
its objects "to promote good feelings between 
the Hindus and other communities in India 
and to act in a friendly way with them with 

12,800 rn the case of Non-)Iuhammadans 
and Rs. 6,400 in the case of Muhammadans. 
A non-Muhammadan in Bengal becomes an 
elector if be pays land revenue amounting to 
not less than Rs. 7,500 in the Burd·wan and 
Presidency Divisions and not less than Rs. 
5,000 in the Dacca, Rajshahi or Chitta,ron" 
Divisions, but a }[uhammadm1 becomes"' a~ 
elector everywhere in Bengal if he pnys land 
revenue nmounting only to not less than Rs. 
GOO. In Bihar and Orissa, a non-)Iuharumadan 
can become an elector if he pays land- reve­
nue amounting to not less than Rs. 1,200 ; 
but a l\Iuhammadan obtains the same rirrht 
I . " >y paymg not less than Rs. 7i50 as land 
revenue. Thus do political mid civic hmnan 
values differ in some provinces in the estima­
tion of Government according to the creed one 
professes, a Muhammadan being -ipso fncto held 
to be better qualified to exercise the ricrht of 
citizensship than n non-)luhammatlan."' The 
Hindu l\Iahasabha may rightly protest 
against such deliberate efforts to depress the 
Hindus. a view to evolve a united and self-governing 

Indian Nation." Its other objects are 
concerned mainly with the internal affairs 
of the Hindu community. The promotion 
of the political interests and rights of the 
entire Hindu community is mentioned last. 
.And it is added in a note that "the l\fohn­
sabha shall not side or identify itself or 
interfere with or oppose any political pnrty." 
This leaves the members of the )[ahasabha 
free in their individual capacity to join or 
not to join any political party. 

The l1istory of the l\Ialrnsabha shows that 
its political activities have been purely of a 
defensive character. It ]ms put in 11n 
appearance in the political arena only when 
in its opinion the political interests of the 
Hindus have been jeopardised. .And, so far 
as my knowledge goes, it !111s not been as 
active in certain political matters as it could 
justifinbly have been. Whether this has been 
duo to forbearance or some other causes, I 
do not know. I will give 1m example. 

'fhe qualification of electors for the 
Council of State, for example, arc not the 
~aDle for l\Iuhammadans and non-1\Iuhamma­
dans. A person can . become an elector for 
the Council of State if be was in the 
'previous year' assessed, in Bengal, on an 
income of not less than Rs. 12,000 in the 
caso of 11011-}Iubammatlans and Rs. 6,000 in 
the case of l\luhammadam; ; and in Bihm· and 
Orissa on an income of not less than Rs. 

Perhaps what has more than anything 
else made the Hindu )lnhasabha unpopular 
with the bulk of Indian )I ussalmans is it.;; 
effort "to presen-c and increase the numerical 
strength of the Hindus," which is one of its 
declared objects. Non-Hindu communities in 
India, like the )[uhammadan and the Chris­
tian, particularly the former, have inerensed 
vnstly nt tho expense of the Hindus and tlw 
aborigines ~f India. Tht'reforc, anything done 
to_ arrest tlus process cannot he looked upon 
with fa,·our by the followers of those non­
Indian faiths. Still more unpkasm1t must 
the reversal of tho process he to them. 
But I do · not sec ho,1· one can logi­
cnlly and justly object to the 1-Iinclus' doing 
what the others have been doinrr for 

t . " cen nnes-particularlv as the Hindus hare 
not gone in for the ~ccrssion to their ranks 
of "rice" Hindus, of non-Hindu women abduc­
ted or confiscntecl and obliged to be conver­
ted, of men tempted to come o,·er by the 
prospect of mmTiage, of persons induced to 
be converted by the prospect of economic 
advantage, and of persons forced to be con­
verted by terrorism of anr kind. Tho 
Hindu Mabasabha and Hindu missions 
connected with it, formally or informally, 
want re-co1wersiun and conYcrsion only by 
fair, open and legitimate mc1U1!-. 

Non-Hindus alIC'ge that Hinduism has 
never been a proselytizing faith, and thnt, 
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therefore, co1n-crsion to Hinduism is a new 
departure, and hence, an aggresivc move. 
Assumiag that Hinduism has never been a 
proselytizing religion, I do not sec what 
spiritual, moral, rational or legal objection 
there can be to Hindus adopting a new 
method to meet a new situation. Every 
individual and every group has an inherent 
right to take all legitimate steps for self­
preservation and maximum usefulness. "New 
occasions teach new duties", and unew times 
demand new measures". That a new situa­
tion has arisen is quite plain. In most 
prol"inccs of India the Hindus now form a 
smaller percentage of the population than 
they did fifty years ago, the percentage 
showing a decline at each successive census. 
This is true also of India as a whole. In 
1881 the Hindus were 7,432 per 10,000 of 
the population, but in 1!)21 they were only 
G,8-H per ten thousand of the population, 
according to the Census of India Report, 1021 
ml. I. In some provinces or parts of provinces: 
there has been an actual decline in the 
number of Hindus. For example, in the 
T;nitcd Pro,·inccs of Agra and Oudh during 
the decndc Hlll-:!l the Hindus have decreased 
hy '347 per 10,000 and · in the previous 
decade they decreased by 130 per ten 
thon,;and. These decreases arc not, of 
course, due mainly, hut arc so only 
partly, to conversion to non-Hindu 
religions. But whate,·cr the causc-s, the 
Hindus arc entitled to comb:.,,t them by all 
Jegitinrnte means. During the d~cade J !Hl­
:?l the Hindus have decreased m numbers 
in ". cf:t. Bengal by 5:? per thousand, in 
~-or/ Ii B('ngal by :32 per thousand, and in the 
whole prorince by 7 per thousnn_d. The 
main causr of thc~e dccrcnses_ m t(1csc 
arcJ:- i~ not convcrs1011 to non-Hrndu fmths. 
But whatcw'r. ti!~ causes and the extent of 
their rcspons1hil1ty for these decreases, the 
Hindu;: mu>"t try t~ . combat all of t)icm by 
, II foir and sc1ent1tic means. It JS to be 
,l O t} 0 

tcd that rn some o 1cr areas con 1·crswn 
.~/' a cause of co!l8idernble decrease. The 
I{cport from which I have quoted before 

.;;fates :- · · l t · t I · "!'he Punjab Snpcrmtem en est11na cs t 1at 
-jng 1hc Jast deeade Hiqduism has /riven 40.000 

dill ,·erts to )luhammadamsm and nrarly three 
rpnc>"', tiiat number to Christianity .... The losses 
11
1
J11,,•1-1wrc are mm·lt smaller, 1,ut m·erywherc a 

(' ,iL · ·-. · " p }99 · •icli· dmlll 1~ gomir on. . --· 
-:tc, · · I R t Cl . t· ·t · \.ccord1ng to tie same epor · ms mm y 

. t 
1 

-, oo 000 converts dming the decade 1911-
"t' · · £ d. :;1 in the ,rl10lc o In rn. 

Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, 
and if the Hindus become proselytizers 
like the followers of Semitic faiths, the 
latter ought to feel flattered. 

I have hitherto taken it for granted that 
Hindus had not until recently admitted 
non-Hindus into their ranks. This, how­
ever, is not a historical fact. 'l'hc Hindu 
methods of proselytism mny have 
been different from tho methods of non­
Hincln religions. B11t from time immemorial, 
Hinduization hris gone on continually. Accord­
ing to the definition of the Hindu 1'Iaha­
sabha, Buddhists nre also Hindus. Vincent 
Smith snys that both Buddhism and Jainism 
may be rcuardcd as offshoots of Hinduism. 
In the 01iinion of Prof. Rhys Davids, the 
Budclhn was the greatest and wisest and best 
of Hindu;;. Weber holds that Buddhism may 
be regarded a;; a reformed phase of Hindu 
religious and ethical activity. Kaw, it is well­
known that Buddhism was tho earliest and 
foremost of proselytizing religions both in 
nnd outside India. Tho Hindu Mahasabha 
considers Sikhbn1 also to be a form of Hindu­
ism, which originated some centuries ago. It 
also has initiated both Hindus and non-Hindus 
into its faith. I need not refer to the activi­
ties of the modern Brnhmo and Arya Samaj 
movements. 

Rut even if one confined one's attention to 
the Hindus proper, to those who nro .culled 
Rrahmanic Hindus in the Census Report, one 
would find that Hinduization has gone on 
from time immemorinl. I need not nnd have 
no time to go into details. But there is 
sanction for such conversions or initiations 
in the m1eient Hindu scriptures, afl well as 
in the later DcYala Smriti. It is not merely 
the Brahmans nnd the so-cnllcd other higher 
castes who are Hindus. Persons of all castes, 
however humble, who call themsch'cs Hindu, 
belong to that community. Taking these 
latter first, it is clear from their fcntnrcs, 
complexion, manners and customs, and in 
some cases, their languages, that they nro 
Hinduizcd autochthons or indigenes. But 
even if ,ve take, say, the , Brahmans of 
different provinces of India neither the man 
in the street looking at th~m nor the vot~rics 
of the science of anthropology would say 
that the Brahmans of Kashmir, Bihar, Bengal, 
Orissa, Andhradesha, Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Kcrala and Tamil l\'adu, were sprung from one 
and the same original stock descended from 
the same Arya Hishis. The eminent orthodox 
Brahman scholar Uahamahopadhyay Pandit 



Haraprasad 8astri has said of his people, the 
Bengalis, that they are mainly of non-Aryan 
stock, there being large admixtures of 
llfongoloid, Dravidian and other strains. 
ln some Brahman families of pure Brahman 

. stock, related to one another, whom I 
(mow, there arc very marked differences 
in the features, complexion, nasal index, hair, 
etc. All this shows that the vast Hindu 
community is a composite group, that many 
castes, including the "highest", arc also 
composite groups, and that this compositeness 
is due to Hincluization of various peoples 
through the ages. One may be permitted 
to hold that the Aryans are not the only 
members of the human race entitled to 
respect. Non-Aryan stocks also have produced 
numerous persons of superior calibre. ·· ·· 

'l'he evidence of history also testifies to 
the Hinduizalion of many Indian and non­
Indian tribes, etc. Innumerable Huns, Scy­
thians, Parthians and others who made inroads 
into India centuries ngo, were absorbed by the 
great Hindu community and were sometimes 
assi(Tnecl all but the highest place in the 
Hindu social organization. 

Coming clown to more recent times but 
to a period anterior to the inauguration of 
tho Slmddhi movement, one finds decisive 
proofs of Hinduization in tho Census Reports 
of v1U"ious provinces and years. I will make 
only a few brief extracts from onQ._ of them. 
It is stated in tho Census uf India Report, 
1911, Vol. i, p. 121 :-

"An ahorig'inal tribe in an cm·ironment where 
Hindu influences arc strong comes gradually and 
half-consciously to ado1Jt Hindus id~'lS mid 
Prejudices, to take pa1·t in Hindu festivals. ~o 
attend at Hindu temples and to pay a ccrtam 
amount of homarrc to Brahmm1s. Some tkimtded 
JncmbC'rs of tl1c 111-iestly c.'lSte, or . pqrhaps 
some Yaishna,·a Gosain in search of .a livelihood, 
becomes their spiritual 6ruidc : and as t1m9 goe'l on, 
the difference between them and their Hmdn 
ncighboms, iu respect of their sor·ial customs and 
outward religious observances, lieeomcs le,;s ancl 
lc,;s marked, until at last thC'~' arc rcganlccl h~, 
thcmsclvas and their neii.rhhonrs as rc1ntlar 
llincl11s. The change takes plm·n SLJ :<lowly an,l 
insidiously that no one is consc.:ions of it. There 
is no formal abandonment of one ritual for another. 
Sometimes it bap}lens that a trihe is tltns tliviclecl 
into . two section,:, the one Hincluizecl and the 
other still Animistie. In snch cases open J)roselyti­
zation often takes place amongst the unregenerate." 

Fm·ther information on this question of 
the Hincluizatiou of the non-Aryan or 
easteless tribes is to be found in Sir Alfred 
Lyall'::; Essay on ~lissionary and non­
Missionary Religions ; Risley's 'l.'ribes and 
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Castes of Bengal, Vol. i. page x._v ; Assam 
Census Report for 1891, Vol. 1, pages 83 
and 84 ; and Bengal Census Report for 1901, 
page 152. 

As regards the re-conversion of Christians 
and :i\Iuhammaclans, the same Census Report 
from which I have already made an extract, 
says: 
.. "It appcqrs. that here and there small commu­

mtles of Chnstmn and l\lulmmmadan co11vcrts have 
clrif~ed back into Hindu\sm_. The Urap and \·arap 
Agr1s of the Thana d1stnct of Bombay arc saicl to 
have reverted to Hinduism from Christianity rather 
less than a century ago. The Kirpal Bhantlaris of 
the same district were forcibly converted to Chris­
tianity by the Portuguese, Lut were afterwards 
accepted back into Hinduism. Regarding the 3Iatia 
Kunbis and Sheikhadas of Baroda, the loml 
Superintendent writes that they bec-ame )Iuh.am­
madans about three centuries ago, but have 
gradually abandoned their :\Iuhammadan practices 
anq many of them were recently admitted into the 
Vawlmava sqcts. of _Ranmnand and 8wami Naraya11. 

Another md1cat10n of the awakening of Hinduism 
and the tendency of errant sects to return to tho 
maii). fold is . fom1d in the fact rc12ortcd L,y the 
fUUJab Supermtendent that certain Panchpiriyas 
m tlu?,t ~rovincc !~ave sub~titutcd a purely Hindu 
c9mb111at10n (Bhamm, Sl\'a, Parl>ati. Gunga and 
81tala) for the five :'.\Iuhammadan saints ordinarilv 
worshipped by this sect." Pp. 121-2. · 

It is added: 
"The Mun~as and Hos of Chqta.Nagpur rctnrn a 

larger pro1m_rhon of persons clamung- to be Hindus 
than they did ten years ago, .. ," P. 122. 

.. Hi~her~o I barn ~pokcn of the process of 
Hn~dmzntion ns_ earned on within tho boun­
dane~ ~f Indrn ns at present constituted. 
Bu~ Ill times P:tst this was a vaster procc:-:s 
wln?h w~nt on m parts of the earth outside 
Imha w~1ch were very much larger in area 
than India herself. For it must not be forrrotten 
that in ancient times the Hindus we;e not 
k11va-(11m1dukah 01· 'frogs in the well,' confined 
~o then· homeland, but were mnong the greakst, 
1f not the greatest, of seafaring nnd colonizing 
peoples, and that they deeply intlueuccd a 
much larg·er portion of the earth than e,·en the 
ancient Greeks, whose influence is ri.rhtlv 
considered to hn\'O been grout and \,:itle,

0 and 
wl~o among . the nncieut peoples, Europl'ans 
tlnnl'., exercised the greatest inlhwnce u1·er 
cons1dcrable sections of the then knom1 
world. This is not the time nnd the ocrnsiuu 
to compare the rcspectin1 11chicvcments uf 
the ancient Hindus and tlw ancient Ureeks. 
nut I may hero direct attention to n few points 
of difference. 

Though Greek influence exten<ll'd 
parts of Asia, though similarly 
influence renchod some parts uf 

tu .~umc 
Hindu 

Em\ipe' 



( (l ) 

and though the Greeks greatiy influenced a 
strip of North .Africa and the Hindus had 
penetrated to it and the island of :iUadagascar, 
speaking broadly Europe formed the main 
sphere of Greek influence and Asia that of 
Hindu influence. N"ow, Europe has an area 
of 3,750,000 square miles, .Asia of 17,000,000 
square miles. The ancient Hindus influenced 
not only a much larger area and population 
than the ancient Greeks, but Hindu iufluence 
was more profound and ranged over wider 
fields of intellectual, aesthetic and spiritual 
effort. Religion is the highest, the most pro­
found and the most dynamic factor in hunian 
ernlution. Neither the Greeks nor any other 
Western peoples were able to give mankind 
any new religion, though Neo-Platonism had 
something to do with Christianity ; whereas 
the Hindus have given to Asia Hinduism, 
.Jainism, and Buddhism-not to speak of 
their many comparatively modern ollshoots. 
The influence of no ancient or modern 
Europ?an peoples has rn(sed any savage people 
in tbell' homeland to heights of creatirn effort 
in literature, painting, sculpture, icono1rraphy 

. d d 0 I architectu~e: . music an ramatic art equal 
to their cmhzed teachers. But the touch of 
the ancient Hindu's "magic wand" of 
universal love and truth awakened into 
activity the la~ent genius of many an unci­
viliz~d people m . th?, south-eastern mainland 
and islands of A.s111. ·wherever India's ma"ic 
wuntl of universal love has touched a~iy 
foreign land," says R~bindranath Tagore 
"what a !11an·ellous

1 
display of art ha~ 

come to ~fe tl~ere . That country has 
become rad1~nt with the splendour of a new 
artistic creat1011. .And yet, _look at the people 
of exact!:;: the sam_e eth_mc stock living in 
neighbo1~rrng cou?tnes 1:h1_ch ""'.ere not visited 
by anr.1ent Irnlrnn n~1ss10naries. They are 
cannibals, utterly devmd of art. India lit up 
the dark hearts of such a sa~alfe race by the 
sublim? ~1essage of her r~!Jg10u of mercy, 
·cnnnciat1011 and love .. It 1s not that Indian 

~ itluence has resulted m certain changes in 
dress, speccl1 aud 1~rnnners in Cambodia and 
Borneo, Java and Sumatra ; the latent power 
of artistic creation among these peoples has 
been awakened . .And what a marvellous creation 
•t is ! There are mauy other islands around 
;he India-colonised Java and Bali. But why 
do we not find any Boro Budur, any Angkor 
Yat there ? It is because the rousing call 
f 'l'rntb did no~ reach these neighboring 

i:Iands. 'there . 1_s ~o glory in stimulating 
tiie i1nitatJVe spmt m men ; but there is no 

nobler work than that of libe1'ating the iate1it 
creative energy of others." 

And this work the ancient Hindus did iu n 
pre-eminent degree. 'l'ho result is that, 
though at present it is only in tho island of 
Bali that there still exists an archaic form 
of Hinduism and in Siam there is Buddhism, 
yet among the modern peoples of Java and 
other India-colonised islands and in the 
::\Ioslem countries of Further India, there 
are glorious remains of Indian art. The 
sculptures relate to scenes from the 
Ramayana, the Uahabharnta and the J ataka 
stories. The literature extant iu Java and 
Bali was born of Hindu influence and relates 
to the Sanskrit epics and Puranas. 'l'he 
dramatic performances and dances are of 
Hindu origin. 'l'he culture is still Hindu. 
'fhe names of many places and .persons are 
Indian. :Ur. K. T. Paul, the well-known 
Indian Christian, writes in his book on "Tho 
British Connection witb India," page 38 :-

"In this connection it is very interesting to not~ 
that a fellow-passenger of mine on this boat, 
a Javanese, who is, a VC!'Y good )Iohammeclan, 
bears the name of 8astrav1clagdha (learned in the 
Sastras) ! While the religion of practically the 
whole of his nation is Islamhhe teUs me that the 
literature studied is still narnayana and l\1aha­
~harata, and that a recent production of high merit 
1s on Agastya." 

In some parts of the Malay Archipelago 
l\Iussalrnan l\Iullahs are called pcmdita and 
!11 Moslem Annam thoy are called acliar,' that 
1s to sny, acharya. 
. The Javan~se and some other neighbouring 
islanders bel!eve that the stories of the 
Ramayana and the :Uahabharata had their 
scenes in their countries. I cannot dwell 
at length l1ere on the absorbing topic 
of Indian colonial culture and civilization in 
Further India and in the Indian .Archipelago. 
But a few more facts may be mentioned. 

"The first record we have of a king in Indo­
China bearing a Pallava name is from the fourth 
century of the Christian em when a Pallava 
Ilrahp1an by the name of K:itmdinya ca111e from the 
old)aunan, tl1e.na111e of.which was later changed 
lo Champa. 'Illl'.I l{aunclinya assumed tho snrn111110 
of V!1r~1an. whlel! was the official Pui!ava title, 
and 1t JS u:om . Ju!ll that the later Hindu-Chinese 
dulers 11)-, tlus . port10n of the penirsu11. traced thei1· 

esdcent. . A History of the Onent, by Stci,,.er Beyer 
an Bemtez, p. 109. " ' 

The sage Agnstya is believed traditionally 
to ½ave been tlie greatest coloniser of the 
I1~~111n Archipelago. The Empire of Sri­
V1Jayu or Sri-Vishaya in Sumatra becumo 
such a gr~at seat of learning that students 
from India went there to sit at the feet of 



a great Buddhist scholar and · preceptor 
of the name of Dharmapala. A recently 
discovered ancient manuscript in Nepal 
pictures and tells how Sri-jnana Dipankara, 
the greatest Indian teacher in 'l'ibet, who 
went there from East Bengal, \-isited 
Dharmapala in Sumatra _and_ be?m~IC h_is 
disciple. Numerous Sanskrit . 111scr~pt10ns m 
South Indian and Devanagari scnpts have 
been discovered in Inclo-China and the Indian 
Archipelago. . 

The cultural enterprise of the Hmdus 
in the Philippine Islands is not genen~lly 
known. Hence I mention here the following 
facts from ".A Cyclopedia of Education," 
edited by Paul Uonroe, Ph. D., Professor 
of the History of Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, Vol. iv, p. 
674 :- . . 1. f 

"The Filipinos wt;ire not ,~·holly 1lhterate ue ore 
the arrival of t)1~1r _Spamsh !=!Onquerors. The 
influence of the LIVlhzatlon of In1.ha had extended 
to ;\falaysia and mqtlilicd the cnl~nre of the 
primitive forest-dwcllmg. _and sca-~omg ~Ialays. 
Syllabi<: system,s. of wr1tm_g were m use m t_h_c 
Philipr.,mes. Clurmo (R~lacwn de fas Islas Fth­
p,uis. 160-1/ stat~~. 'So given arc these islanders to 
reading- and wntmg that there 1s hardly a man and 
much less a woman, that does not read and write 
in letters peculiar to the Island of )fanila.' "They 
write upon canes or the leaves of a palm. using 
for a 11en a point of iron.' These Ryllabaries 
passed g_uickly out of use among the peoples 
Uhrisliamzccl by the Spanish, and no actual 
examples have come down to ns, though the form 
of the syllaharics has been 11rescrvcd as used by 
J1i:=m,ya., Ta~alog-, 1>a1n11ango. Pang-i:a,-~ifian. al)d 
llokano. Siinilar syllal>jc __ forms of wntml;:" ar:c still 
e111ploycd l>y the uncrv1hzccl :\I mgyi}/l of :\lmdoro 
Island and the Tagbanwa of Palawan. · 

In A Ilistory of the nrient, mentioned 
before, a facsimile is given on page 123 . of 
one of the two old syllabic scripts of Indian 
origin still smTiving among the Filipinos .. It 
is to be noted that among the ancient 
Filipinos who came under Hindu influence 
women were not less but probably more 
gi,-en to reading than men ; which shows 
that Hindu infinence there did not make for 
the inferiority and subjpction of women. 

There are vnrious other kinds of cviile11cc 
of Hindu intlncncc in the Philippiiws. In 
recognition of this historical fact, tho facailo 
of tl1e new Legislative Building at Manila 
bears the figure of Mann, with tltreo other 
figures, symbolizing the debt of the Philippine 
people to India. A photographic reproduction 
of this facade is givt1 n on page 388 of 
"A llistory of the Orient.'' 

In spite of the destructive march of Jluham­
madan conquest and propaganda, Hindu in-
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fluence is traceable in Arabian lands in Persia 
and in Afghanistan. The sand-burietl' cities and 
villages in Central Asian deserts are yieldinrr 
proofs of Hinduization in those ancient 
cm~tres ~f population, now depopulated. Tibet. 
Churn, Korea and Japan were greatly indebted 
to India for their religion, literature and 
arts. In Japan t\1ere arc still found paintings 
and sculptures_ with De\·anagari names upon 
them. In Churn and Tibet there are still 
numerous original Sanskrit and Pali mss. and 
Tibetan and Chinese translations of books 
in those languages. The work of lndianization 
was done so earnestly, lovingly and for such 
a long period there that the Poet Rabindranath 
Tagore has said : '"In China is found a race 
entirely different from the Hindus -in 
features, language and manners. But I felt 
such a deep sense of community with them 
as I ha\·e found impossible towards many 
people of India itself." "In my tranc>ls in 
,Ja1~an, whenever I marvellt'd at the deep 
patience, self-control, and ff'sthetic sense of 
the. people e,·~n iu their daily life, they have 
again and agam told me that the inspiration 
of these virtues came mostly from India 
through the medium of Buddhism. But that 
inspiration is to-day all but extinct at 
its source in India itself ... These lands 
(outside lnd!a) are places of pilgrimage to 
modern Indians, because the eternal tnw 
expression of India's character can he found 
in these lands only." 
, Recently we have nil read of tlw participa­

tion of Brahman priests at the coronation of 
the King of Cambodia, thou,,.h he is not a 
f!!ndu. Similarly in the inclepe~1dent Buddhist 
l\.mgdom of Siam, some "Brahmans arc in 
charge of tho ceremonies at the ti·ne of 
the coronation.; and tho chid of tlw Brahmans 
must go to Bcnares to ieteh water from the 
Cangesfor the abhisllcka-s11nna, the annointment­
bath of Hi~ Siamese 1Iajesty.'' The ~iamese 
lan~uage 1s not T nclian, hut the alphalwt is 
Inchan,_ as also the religion and culture. Thu 
dynastic name of the king, Hnma, his per,;onal 
name, Prajadhipnka, anti L thP 111111w,; of 111a11,· 
others, sncl1 a,; Balabhadrn, \"ajrayutlh,1, d,: .. 
are Tnclian. "The uanws of town,;. are remin­
sccnt of India ; Ayodhya, Lin-apuri, \agarn­
Svarga, Vishnn-loka, Sukhoda,·a \'rajapnri, 
etc." New word,; arc C'oi1wt! in· Siam fr11111 
~anskrit. 'l'ho Railway Traftic Supei·int('nd,,nt 
1s eallc·d Rnthacharana-Prat.Yaksha. .\ 11 Otiicl'r 
o_f tlw irrigation clepartme1"it hears tlw ottil'ial 
title Yari-~imadhynkshn, A<•ropl1111l°'s am 
called A kasha-yann. In fact, Hindus cuu 
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feel so much at home iu Siam with tlie 
Siamese, that, as Professor Suniti Kum~r 
Chatterjee writes, "even the humble BhoJ­
puriyas, Brahmans and others, who are found 
in their thousands in Siam serving as darwans 
or watchmen and bearers and sometimes 
working as petty merchants and dairy men, 
who are the typically intensely orthodox 
Hindus of northern lndin, told us thnt they felt 
themselves very happf (as far as their exile's 
life permitted them) in the laud where the 
King was a descendant of Sri Ramachandra­
ji, where the Ramayana was honoured and 
sung, and where the people were worshippers 
of Buddha Bhagwan, the ninth arntar of 
~amyan-ji.'' 

Indianization succeeded to such a great 
extent in many an Asiatic land, because 
India ·s spiritual and cultural ambassadors 
and workers there were not the sappers and 
miners, the scouts, the spies, or the 
agents, abettors and camp-followers of im­
perialist;; and exploiters. Love of humanity 
and of the truth impelled them to cross 
snow-capped mountains, the parched and 
and burning sands of deserts and the storm­
slfept wan's of the ocean. ]Iany lost their 
lives in the pursuit of their humane enter­
prisr. l:nlike . many. Enrope~n Christian 
nations, the ancient Hrndus neither enslaved 
ncir exterminated any races in foreign lands 
less ci \·ilizcd than themselves. Unlike the 
Jloslcm s\ rahs anti the Christian Spnniarcls, 
English, Americans, and others, the ancient 
Hindus we're nc1·er sla,e-eatchers and slave­
tradl'l'"- J .. nd here I must beg lenve to 
n•mind our n•ry orth_o~ox touch-me-notists, 
that whaten'I' the origm of the wicked and 
·iccurscd custom of untouchability may be 
jn Jndia itself, in the India~civilised Indian 
Archipelago and Further India, our modern 
Judinn tranller,; ha,~ not found m_1y trace of 
t.he natives ~here h~1:mg been ns~1gned the 
inferior social pos1twn of_ the Negroes in 
A.nicric•,1 and Sonth Africa or of the un­
touelialilr•s in some JH!1-t;; of fn_cl!a, Let us 
all l<•arn from our ancient colo111zrng ances­
tor:' tlH' lesson ~hat we bccom~ . strong, 
immortal and man.like not by desp1smg and 
dc•pressing the lowly hut by loving and respect­
ii;g them and upli_fting them to ?Ur _own 
le,,cI---nay, hy hl'lprng them to m;c lugher 
ei·cn than 01uscln•s. The true Brahman is 

1 r ,dw i,.: tlH• selfless helper and serrnnt of 
.i'11 not tlw self-righteous conceited person who 
')1dce,; his feet on the heads of others. 
1 I hope I have shown that the work of 

Hinduizing non-Hindus is not n new line 
of work, but that it has been the God-given 
duty of Indians in India and far-off lands 
from time immemorial. 

Like the work of conversion and re-con­
version, there are some other items in the 
programme of Hindu Sabhas and 1Iissions 
which have brought upon them the charge 
of eomnmnalism nnd made them unpopular 
with Christian and 1Ioslem propngantlists. 
One such item is the amelioration and 
improvement of the condition of the so-called 
low castes of the Hindu community and of 
the aborigines of India. It is from these 
classes that the Christians and )Ioslems have 
got the largest number of their converts. So, 
if the "lower" classes of the Hindus are 
raised in the social scale and their economic 
'condition is improved, and if the aborigines 
are similarly uplifted by the Hindus, there 
would not be as much scope for their· 
conversion to Christinnity and Islam as 
hitherto. But Hindus cannot leave the field 
entirely to non-Hindus. Let me say here 
once for nil that, as Hindus are responsible 
and thinking beings who always can and 
ought to judge and net for themselves as 
circumstances demand, they are entitled foi· 
their own preservation and welfare to tako 
whatever legitimate steps they think tit, even 
if in the scriptures, tradition or history of 
themselves or others there bo no proccclcnts 
for such steps. But this uplift work is not 
new to Hindus. It is, no doubt, onr shnme 
that there are still so many Hindus and so 
many indigcnes suffering from dire poverty, 
ignorance, superstition and social indignity. 
Without vain regret for the past, let us all 
gird up our loins and do our utmost for 
these sisters and brethren of ours, not in the 
spirit of condescending patrons and benefactors, 
but in that of devoted and selfless fraternal 
SCI'l'ice and in that of repayment of the debt 
we owe them For it is they who feed us, 
house us, clothe us, help us in locomotion, 
ancl, ns sw<•epcrs and scavengPr,;, ke(·p our 
houses, villages anti towns ch'an nllll sweet 
and healthy. 

I have said that the work of uplift of 
the lowly is not new to Hindus. Let me 
in this connection dwell a little on the 
spirit of Hindµism and Buddhism as rc1'ealed 
in their riew of the lower animal creation 
and of the lower grades of humanity. It 
is not for me to gloss over, defend or 
extenuate the cruelty of any Hindu to any 
living heing. That is indefensible. Whnt 
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I mean to show is that Hinduism and 
Buddhism at their highest do not despise 
or contemn even the lower animals, not to 
speak of the lower grades of human b~ings .. 

In Hindu mythology, the god Vishnu 1s 
said to have incarnated himself as a fish, as a 
tortoise and as a boar. In the Buddhist Jataka 
stories, the Buddha is narrated as having l!vcd 
in his previous births in tho form of Ya~10us 
kinds of lower animals. The belief in transmigra­
tion is common to Hinduism and Buddhism. 
In the Ramayana the greatest of cle,otees and 
heroes is Hanuman the monkey-god. Some 
other allies and co1;nsellors of Rama in his 
campaign against Ravana are spoken ?f as 
belonging to some species of lower ammals 
or other. But they are not ~eferrecl . ~o 
contemptuously, banteringlJ'." or m . :i spmt 
of patronizing condescens10n. 1:'heso. facts 
show that in the ancient Indian view of 
life as a whole there is no impassable gulf 
between men a~d the lower animals. :Men 
are· not thought to be infinitely and 
unapproachably superior to the lower animals, 
though, of course, in our scriptures it is 
spoken of as a rare boon and privilege to be 
born as man. 

Coming to persons of humble birth, either 
on the mother's side or on the side of both 
parents, we find in numerous cases that they 
were not treated as unworthy of social 
recognition. The mother of Satyakamn-,Jabaln, 
who attained the rank of a rishi, was a 
woman-sC'rvant and could not tell him the 
name of his father. The mother of V yasa 
was the daughter of a fisherman. S_ri 
Krishna, an a,·atar of Vishnu, was. 1_n 
infancy and childhood brought up as their 
own child by Nanda and Ynshocln who 
belonged to the cnste of cowherds. Guhnka, 
the Chandala chief, was admitted to the 
friendship of Ramachandra and was embr~ced 
by him. Ramachandra accepted the offcrmg_s 
of the forest votaress known as the Shabar1, 
who obviously belonged to some hunting 
tribe. There arc numerous such other examples 
in our uncient literature. Bnt these few 
would suffice to show that to judge of men 
by their worth, not by their birth, was not 
an unusual practice in ancient India. The 
approved attitude towards the lower animals 
and the lower orders of men wns summed 
up in the words,-" Atmarnt sarvabhuteshu 
ya pasyati sa panditah", "the wise man 
is he who sees others as one with himself." 

As for the uplift of the so-called depressed 
dasscs of the Hindus and of the aborigines, 

I have already stated that throughout the 
ages many aboriginal peoples ha,-e been 
absorbed and assimilated by the Hindu 
community. Gautama Buddha, who is adored 
as an aYatar of Vishnu, admitted many 
persons of both sexes who belonged to 
'low" castes into his orders of Bhikshus and 

Bhikslmnis. Sri Chaitanya and Xanak and 
several other religious teachers made no 
distinction of caste or creed in admitting 
persons into the ranks of disciples. 

Incredible as it may seem, even the 
efforts made by Hindus to get their .widows 
married are, for obvious reasons, disliked and 
opposed by some Mussalmans. Similarly, also 
for obvious reasons, the efforts to get abductors 
punished and abductedHindu women res­
cued and given a respectable position in Hindu 
society are resented and misrepresented in 
some Muhammadrm organs in Bengal. But 
the marriage of widows is sanctioned in the 
Sastras and widow-marriage has prc,ailed 
throughout the ages among some Hindu 
castes. Even if it were otherwise, we could 
not be precluded from introducing tbe 
practice. As for the protection of our 
women, I consider it the highest of our 
duties both to gi,e them protection at all 
hazards, including the sncrifice of life itself, 
ns well as to train them for self-defence. 
Tales of the heroic sncrifices made for 
safeguarding the honour of ,Yomcn are 
among the priceless treasun.•s of Hindu 
tradition and history, wltieh an• destint>d to 
inspire countless generations to liYe all!l die 
nobly. If I were asked which J would have, 
freedom from foreigm domination. or 
security of the honor, persons and Jivps of 
our women, won by chivalrous men and 
heroic women capable of sdf-defrnco ; I 
would say, both. But if I "·en) cnmpellcd to 
choose only one of the two, I would c-hoose 
the latter. The supposed alternati\·es placed 
before you may seem stranv:c to tlHJSC 
unacquainted with tho sfatte ~of affairs in 
some parts of tbc countn·. But it hns ,1ftc•n 
seemed to me ns if sonn· pnliticall~-­
rnind~d Indians were disposed to 111:!kL' 
a ch01c0 exactly the oppositP of tlrnt 1vl11ch 
I would make. 

I would now with vour permission ,-t.atP 
briefly only some of the mC'an,- h~· "h1ch 
some of the objects of the Hindu ~Llha:-nhlrn 
may be gained. The fir,;t ohjeet is 

"(a) 'l'o promote- ~realer uni,,n am\ 
solidarity nmong nll ,-ecfarns of th,• Hi111lu 
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community and to unite them more closely 
as parts of one organic whole". 

This would be possible if our social 
organization were such as would make every 
Hindu, ,rhatever his birth or lineage, proud 
of the Hindu name. At present, people of 
some castes are so treated and so looked down 
upon that it would not be strange for them 
to feel that their social position would be 
better if they went o_,·er to some non-Hindu -
community. Therefore, to promote greater 
union and solidarity among Hindus, our 
social system must be at least as democratic 
as tlie Islamic social organization. Each 
Hindu caste or sub-caste is, no doubt, a 
social democracy. But the Hind~ community 
as a whole must also become a soCJal democracy. 
I do not know whether that would mean the 
entire demolition of the caste system. But 
whatever the means to he adopted and what­
ever its effect on the present form of cnste 
union and solidarity cannot be obtnined 
without thorough social democratization. 
I should here also state my conviction that 
the recla:-:sification of Hindus on the 
\'arnashranm model is impracticable. Where 
arc the men who would possess in every 
generation the defailed knowledge of the 
character;; and works of all Hinrlus, wh"se 
impartiality would inspire confidence>, and 
whose authority woulrl he g-rneralh• if 
n"t 11nin!rsally, oheyed ? :\fanv "tiiink 
that Hinduism cannot c·xist without caste. 
T do n_o~ think ~o. _If. other cnsteless 
com nmn1t1e;; can re!1rnm d1stmct social unit.;;, 
the Hindu commumty rnn nlso do so. 

P.1ragTaph 4. of the 7• h Rrsolution passrd 
at th0 11th srsswn of the )fahasahha held 
at .Jubhulpore expresses the opinion that 
"e1·rry Hindu. to "'.lwtcYcr caste he mnv 
!J,el_c,ng-, _h~;; cqn_nl soc1~_I and political _rights_-" 
1 lus oprn10n, 1f con~1ste11tly and srncerrlv 
act('cl up to in our daily lives, ,roulcl resuit 
in the r~alization of the ideal we have in 
'l'il!W. 

lkmocruci0s lift up as well n8 pull 
dowu. Examples will he· found if we look 
amund. T ncerl not point to any pnrticular 
n,ligiou,.: community. Proper safcgunrcls, 
tlH.•rdorc, ;;hould be mlopted so that there 
may be levelling up hut not lrvrlling down. 

1'111° nest object of the Jfahasnhha is 
"(h) To promote good frpJing hetwrr,n the 

Hindus 11nd othrr communities in India and 
to ad in n frirndly wa~• with them with a 
,·iew to crnhe a unitrd and spJf-governing 
nation''. 

Pacts, ententes, compromises, etc., un­
doubtedly have some value. In times of 
distress, relief silould be administered 
in-espective of communal considerations. This 
the Hlndus clo. Non-Hindus have also 
generally the benefit of schools aud colleges 
founded and run by Hindus. But something 
deeper and more fundamental is necessary to 
gain the above object. 'fhere is bound to be 
harmony and agreement at the highest levels of 
thought, feeling and spiritual intution. There­
fore the different communities should know one 
another's cultures at their best. Then there 
can be mutual respect. In times past Hindu 
and Moslem cultures and spirituality came 
into friendly contact in some cases. As the 
poet Rabindranath Tagore says :-

"In the middle ages of India---a succession of 
saints were born-many of them Muslims by faith, 
-who bridged the gulf of religious discord by the 
truth of one-ness of spirit. They were not politi­
cians. they ne,·cr mistook a IJOlitical pact pron!}lted 
by expediency as a true bond of union. They 
reached that ultimate point where the union of all 
men is established on an eternal basis. In other 
words. they embraced that secret principle of India 
which lays down that they alone can realise the 
truth who see others as one with their own selves. 
In that age mnny warriors : fought and earned 
glory : their names were recorded in histories of 
India written on foreign models. But they arc 
forgotten to-clay. even as their triumphal monuments 
have crumbled into dust. But the deathless 
message of these saints if< still flowing like a Jjfc­
giving· stream through the heart of m(l{)ern India. 
If we can derive our soul's inspiration from this 
source. then only shall we snecced in inYigoraling 
our politics, eeonomics and action." 

I now pass on to the third object : 
"(c) To ameliorate and improve the condi­

tion of the so-called low castes of the Hindu 
community". 

Resolutinn 13 (on Acchutoddhar) of the 
10th session and Resolution 7 (on removal 
of untouchability) of the 11th session, if 
acted up to, would go a great way to im­
prove the social status of the so-called low 
castes. The opinion of the Hindu l\Iuha­
sabha that "every Hindu, to whatever caste 
he may belong, hns equal social and political 
rights," should be liternlly interpreted and 
strictly followed in practice. Another opinion 
should also always he borne in mind, namely, 
that "every Hindu, to whatever caste or class 
he may belong, is nearer to and deserves a 
better social and religious treatment at the 
hands of other Hindus as compared with all 
non-Hincluf.:." though it would uot, of course, 
he right to discriminate against non­
Hindus. 
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Our sisters and brethren, the so-called 
low-caste Hindus, are human beings just like 
ourselves. It would be wicked and shameful 
to treat them as if they were not. It is sui­
cidal to give them better social recognition 
when they arc converted _to s~me non-Hindu 
faith than when they remam Hmdus. . . 

Permanent and hereditary untouchab1hty 
is not only wicked and shameful, but it is 
also an absurdity. Those who heliove in 
unt ,uchability of this sort tacitly and indirectly 
give greater rights to v~rious lower animals, 
includincr p\ague-carrymg rats, than to 
human beings. 'l'hose who are holy and pure' 
ouo-ht to be able to raise and pmify those 
wli°o arC' not, by their company and ~ontac_t. 
The sun purifies e,ery impure tlung 1t 
shines upon ; its rays and 1tsel_f ar~ not 
made impure thereby. Can 1101so1116 fogs 
an<l mists obliterate the sun ? God !s the 
purifier of all. Nobody can make Hun or 
any symbol of His impure by his approach 
or touch. 

In order to improve the condition of 
the depressed classes, educational facilities, 
both general and vocational, should · be 
provided for them to an adequate extent. 
The Hindu irahasabha itself ought to take 
action in this direction, as well as get 
prrsrnrc to be brought to bear on the 
Go\·crnmcnt and local bodies for them to 
take such action. Social status cannot be 
impro\·ctl without economic imµrovcmcnt. 
The provision of land and the supply of raw 
materials for home industries are suggested 
us so'me of the means to be adopted in 
addition to vocational education. 

I have been obliged for tho sake of 
brevity to refer to some of our fellow 
connh'Ymem as the depressed classes. But 
the sooner the use of this expression is 
given up in the Census and other Government 
reports, and by us and these classes them­
selves, the better. When under the necessity 
of doing so, we occasionally refer to the 
example of Japan as an oriental country 
which is politically free, independent and 
iwo~ressive. But we should nt the same time 
always bear in min_cl_ that tho Japanese have 
abolished untouchab1hty, and their untouchables, 
the henin or eta, are no longer outcasts, but 
have in achrnl practice, the same social nncl 
political rights as ot!iers. '.fhe higher and 
privileged classes of S_amurai and o~hers ha_ve 
of their own accord given up their special 
privilrges ; so that there is at present no 
caste feeling in Japan, and no Japanese need 

suffer from tho inferiority complex. Every 
one there can walk erect and hold his head 
high. 

I have said that the sooner the expression 
"depressed classes" falls into disuse, the 
better. Another thing to be guarded against 
is the exaggeration of their number. It is 
generally thought and said by our critics that 
tl.iese people number six or more than six 
erorcs. Bnt it has been recently admitted 
officially that the number is somewhere near 
three crorcs. Possibly it is still less. I long 
for the day when we shall all be known only 
as Hindus, all in the enjoyment of equal 
social dignity. 

.Among our scriptures Sruti ranks highest. 
And in Smti the classical Upanishads occupy 
the highest place among our religio-philosophi­
cal works. I understand no sanction is to be 
found in these texts for untouchability. So 
those among us who want really to follow 
Sastrn, should nbitlo by the highest Sastra 
and give up in practice their belief in 
untouchability. 

There is one tendency among some of the 
so-called lower castes which T cannot but 
deprecate. Some of them say that unless the 
so-called higher casts gi\-c them certain faci­
lities or certain kinds of social recoguitiun, 
they would leave tho fold of Hinduism, and 
some actually carry out the threat. But 
I think the "lower" castes ought to be more 
self-reliant. "Tithout abusing 01· accu,-ing the 
"higher" castes, they shoultl simply assert 
thomsclYcs in a dignified manner. If they 
cannot get the services of the ordinary priests, 
barbers, etc., they should sny that they would 
render these sen-ices themseh-es, as some 
Hindu castes actually do. The lower classes 
form the majority of the Hindu community, 
Hinduism is not the monopoly of the "higher·• 
castes. Why should the majority banish 
thcmseh·cs ~ They axe the Hindu communi­
ty in a larger sense than the others. Simi­
larly, as God is nobody's monopoly, 1if in any 
pince those in charge of temples do not 
allow the "lower'' classes facilitirs for wor­
ship there, why should thev lea,~ Hinclui:;m :' 
They can claim to lun:c tempks of tlwir 
own, as some classes of Hindus han'. 

The next object of the Hindu )lahnsahha 
which T shall take up for consiclc-ration 
is-

"(c) To preserve and increase the nunwri­
cal strength of the Hindus.'' 

When I come to the consideration nf the 
last object of tho ~Iahnsabhn it will be seen 
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that this Association does not wish mere 
increase in numbers but also improvement 
in the quality of our people. In fact, unless 
we rise continually in the scale of humanity 
and keep pace with human progress, our 
numbers also cannot but diminish. 

I have shown before that Hindus have 
absolutely decreased in some regions, and in 
others they have not increased as much as 
some other communities, so that there has been 
a relatirn decrease among them there, so to 
sav. I have also shown that conversion to 
Christianity and Islam is one of the causes 
of our decrease. But it is not the only 
cause, nor is it in some regions the most 
important cause. For instance, it is stated in 
the U. P. Census Report for 1921, page 55, 
that "Hindus have decreased during the 
decade by 347 per 10,000 or just under 3. 5 
per cent". "Any causes other than the influen­
za epidemic for the decrease in this decade 
are, if they exist, completely obscured by 
the o,crwhelmjng natuTC of that calamity." 

Similarly, it is stated in the Bengal Cen­
sus Report for 1921, page 157-

"Mnh.amma<lans have inrrcascd in number faster 
than Hi!1dus. •1:he change has not liccn produced by 
eonvers10n, for mstances of convers10n are few and 
far between, nor mainly by the greater fecundity 
shown by .Muhammadans. Though it is true that. 
in Eastern Bengal especially. the natural growth 
among- )fuhammadans has been greater than that 
among- IIindns in the Romeloeality. 1hcincreasco[thc 
majority of )lnhammadans over Hindus has been 
rluc in 11w main to the accident that )luhamma­
dans are numerically superior in the healthier and 
more progressive' parts of the Province while 
Hindus have a majority in the parts which have 
,uffered the severest disabilities of the last 50 
.\rears.'' 

Thus in Bengal, though Hindus have 
Just to some extent by conversion to non­
Hindu faiths, the main decrease is due to the 
fact that most of them Jive in West and 
Central Bengal, which are malaria-stricken, 
unhealthy and less fertile than some other 
parts of Bengal. 

Before considerinl!" other meuns of pre­
serving and inercusing the number of Hindus, 
Jet me dwell for a moment on the method 
of conversion and rccom·ersion. J have 
already shown that Hindus have an indefea­
sible right to_ Hinduize ot_hcrs. T~e field 
of work of tins ~e?cription !tes parti~ularly 
among the abor1gmes who are described _as 
Animists, among those )Ioslems and Chm­
tiuns who or whose ancestors were conver­
ted from Hinduism, and among ~he "b~rder­
line" sects. Hindus have a specrnl chum to 

Hinduize Animists, because it is very diffi­
cult to distinguish Animists from certain 
classes of Hindus. Many are entered in the 
Census Schedules a,; .Animists who arc really 
Hindus. The capricious way in which this 
is often done is exemplified in the Bombay 
Census Report for 1921, page u3, where it 
is said : "Jn 1911 Mr. Gait, the Census 
Commissioner, when visiting this presidency 
on tour, converted 70,000 Bhils in Reva 
Kantha from Hindus to Animists by a stroke 
of the pen". 

It is not generally known that there are 
'in India many sects who are on the boundary 
line between Hindus and 11Iuhammadans, 
whom it is difficult to clnss definitely either 
as Hindus or )Iuhammaclans. 

"There are many so-called Hindus whose religion 
has a strong )luhammadan llavmu·. Notable amongst 
these arc the followers of the st.range Panch1iiriya 
cult,---1'hroughout India many Hindus make pil­
grimages to )fuhammadan · shrines, such as that of 
Sakhi Sarwar in the Paniab. A friend of mine 
tells of a Mullah most of whose clients were Sikhs. 
On the other hand, many descendants of persons 
"converted to Islam arc far from being. genuine 
i\Iuhammadans, though they have been classed as 
such at the census. Of these the i\Ialkanas of the 
country round Agra furnish a striking instance. 
'These'. says l\Ir. Blunt, 'are converted Hindus--•They 
arc reluctant to describe themselves as l\Iussabmani-l 
and generally give their original caste namc, .. .'rheit· 
names are Hindu ; they most.l:v worship in Hindu 
temples : they use the salutation Ram, Ham; they 
mtermarry among themselves only .. Of late some of 
them have drfinitcly abjured lHlam. In Gujrat 
there arc several similar comnmnitics-snelt as 
the )fatia Kunbis, who call in Brahmans for their 
chief ceremonies, but arc followers of tlie Pirana 
s.1int Imam Shah and his successors, and bm-y 
their dead as do the Muhammadans, the Sheikhadas 
who at their weddings employ both a Hindu and 
a nlulmmmadan piiest, and the )lomnas who 
12ractise circumcision, bury their dead and read the 
Gujrati Koran, but in other [respects follow Hindu 
custom and ceremonial. These and similar co.m­
munities lean more strongly to the one religion 
or the other according to their environment." 
Co11s11s of India, l!Jll, vol. I, PP, 117-8. 

The Hindus have a right to thoroughly 
Hindujzc these border-line sects. 

In the Census Report of India for 1911 
Vol. i, page 121, it was stated :-

"Forcible conversions are of eow-sc a thing of 
th~ past, but none the less there is a steady cb;ain 
gomg on.. Though th~re 1s at the present time 
no orgamzed proselytism by the olullahs, here 
and there individuals are constantly attorning to 
Muhammadanism some few from real conviction, 
but more for material reasons, such as the desire 
lo escape _from an impossi~le position when out­
rasted or, m the case of widows, the allurement 
of an ofl'er fof marriage. Whenever there is a 
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love affair• hct\,•ecn a Hindu and a )Iuhammadan, 
it can only culminate in an open union if the 
Hindu goes o\·er to Islam. while the discovery oE 
a sec1·et liaison often lrns the same sertnel. In 
Apprmdix JI to the Bong-al Census Repo1-t for 
1901 J gave a large number of actual cases of 
conversian with the re,isons assignccl for each" 

The workers of the Hindu Uahasnbha 
should study all these ancl other cases, as far as 
practicable, and adopt preventive methods 
for the future. 

\Vhenever men and women are Hinduizecl, 
arrangements should be made for their 
instruction in the highest · doctrines and 
and ideals which tho proselytizing agency 
has to offer. \Vhencver necessary arrange­
ments should be made for the general and 
vocational education of the converted persons. 

In rc(J'ions where, as in the U. P., the 
Hindus h~vc decreased owing to cpid,fo1ics, 
earnest attention should be ginm to the 
adoption of pre,·cntive measures and the 
provision of medical treatment, both on an 
adequate scale. Preventive measures and 
medical treatment arc, however, not crnry­
thing. The power of resistance to disease 
should be increased by tho adequate nourish-
ment of tho people. This presupposes 
economic imprornment-a Yer.r important 
problem, which I can only just mention here. 

In some regions Hindus decrease or do not 
multiply in sufficient numbers, because these 
arc unhealthy, malaria-ridden, and not su~­
ciently fertile, as, o. g., \Vest Rengal~ lnsan_1-
tation nnd diseases haYe to be fought Ill 

all such regions, tho land has to be made 
more productive by irrigation and o~her 
means, ancl industries have to be revived 
or introduced. I cannot here enter into tho 
details of this very important problem. But 
I would only say that those who want to 
prcrnnt the decadence of the Hindu com­
munity in Bengal must not forget the 
unhealthy and unproductive condition of 
West Bengal. 

The consideration of the problem of tho 
presernttinn and inorPaso of the number nf 
Hindus k•ads nw to discuss briefly tho 
causes of tl1e dl•cay of nations and peoples. 
Pirst of all, we must ail hear in mind that, 
though cac-h incli,·idual hu mau being is 
bound t,> die sooner or latter no people 
or nation is bm11/ll to die. S~ientists have 
spoken of tho "diseases of nations." Before 
I refer to their nature ancl :remedies, let me 
say that, as in the diseases of iudiv iduals, 
so in those of peoples, hope is an important 
foctor in the curatiYe process. Like 

individuals, both small groups and big 
groups of men may die out. How they may 
die out unless buoyed up by hope, has been 
shown by F. 0. Brien in his work entitled 
"White Shadows in the South Seas," published 
by the Century Co., ~- Y., mm, in which he 
writes:-

'·A hnndr9d years . ago, there were 160,000 
)farquesans m these 1s!ancls. To-day their tot·11 
numbct· docs not 0xcccd 2,100." ' 

According to him this decrease is clue 
to the detrimental effects of "Christianization" 
on these people. Formerly they had their 
dancing, tattooing, religious rites and other 
so-called superstitions, which gave them a 
zest in life and thus had a vitalizing influence 
on them. But now they arc "nothin CT but 
joyless machines" and "are tired of life." 
because they harn been compelled by the 
whito Christians to adopt alion customs ancl 
thus dl'pri,·ed of their old spiritual life. 
'l'his author also says that to-day "all 
Polynesians from Hawaii to Tahiti are· dyin« 
because of the suppression of the phry 
instinct that had its expression in most of 
their occupations." They are dying because 
they arc "unguarded by hope or desire tu 
li\'c, willing to meet death half way, the 
grave a haven.'" 

I am not, of course, for the continuance 
of any immoral or degrading custom 
or snper;;tition. But we should all Sl'e 
that neither Hindus as a whole nor 
any section of them lose hopL' and joy 
anil zest in life on account of now 
conditions imposed on them from outside, 
or on account of now circumstances. If any 
Hindu caste or Hindus in any area are 
decreasing, it should be i1n-estigatetl whetlwr 
owing to any _cause their play instinct has 
~een ~u~>P_ressetl, collectfre enjoyment uf 
life d1m1111shc<l and hope decreased. Tho 
stoppage of festivals and processions is, no 
doubt, an infringement of relio-ions :ind 
cine rights. Bu( it also mnon;ts to tlw 
th•printtion of one of the dtnl needs pf 
life. Thcrl'forc, such eneroachnH•nt-. 011 011r 

rights should be rc;;istcd. 
\Vhen rdormers waut to rdorm any 

custom on grounds of murnlit:r, cl1•cenc:,·, 
or refinement, sornethi1w 11uobj1•ction11blo 
hut enlivening ought t 17 be substituted. 
!'ho obscenities and nllgarilil',.; i11d11lg-ecl 
m by some people during the• lluli 
lul\"e been substituted by refurnwrs in 
many places by refined nnd i111Hll'l'llt 1m1,-ie 
and other similar recrl'ations in thP form 
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of pavitra lzoli. The Ram Lila and some 
other processions are entirely unobjectionable 
on moral grounds. But Government and the 
Moslems have combined in many places to 
bring about their cessation on excuses which 
"\\"ill not bear examination. This is a grie,ous 
mJury. \Ve must have a remedy. 

However, we cannot be made despondent. 
All Indian religions arc religions of hope. 
There is no eternal hell in them. E,·en 
Buddhism, which has been wrnngly called a 
pessimistic faith, holds out hope to its 
votaries in an unparalleled manner. "In 
order to bring salvation to all humanity, 
the )lahayana taught that every man could 
aim at being born as a Bodhisattva; 
and any ordinary man, even a Pariyah, 
could attain salrntion by the practice of 
virtue and by devotion to Buddha." Our 
history also is full of hope. Every time 
that we have fallen, we have risen again. 
.Again and again has India produced great 
men in all spheres of life. It continues to 
do so. Italy has had rebirth after fourteen 
centuries of bondage. India's servitude has 
never been of such long duration. 

The Hindu )fahasabha sh~uld give hope 
to the lowest of the low m the Hindu 
community, taking off the incubus of social 
indignities and disabilities from their backs. 
Hope deferred makcth the heart sick. It will 
not, therr>fore, do to tell them that their lot 
may improve at their nPxt hirth. .Just ns we 
politically-minded Indians want full political 
freedom during our own life time, so do they 
want social freedom nnd respectability durino­
theirs. If they lose hope as Hindus, they 
will either go oYer to falam or Christianity 
or die out. 

regard 
their 
life, 
and 

In Hinduizing the aborigines, 
should be had to the conservation of 
play-instinct 8:nd their joy. and zest in 
while reformmg clrgrad111g customs 
amusements, if any, 

f slrnll now cl well briefly on the subject 
of the diseases of nations. 1t will he easy for 
you a11cl me to judg-P_ how for we 111·" s11U-.ir­
i11g- from tlH''HJ rlrF:<'llS<'S nnd wh11t tho 
remedies arc. J should say ut thr.1 outset t11 11t 
f am not using the wur<l nutiu11 hem i II n 
1wJitical sense', hut in the sense uf a largr 
body of men : for the Hindus do not form a 
nation by themselrns. 

Home· thirty yea!'s ago nr. Daniel (,. 
Brinton, an American professor of the 
University of Pennsylvania, said that when 
1 nation, as a unit, is chronically incapable 

of directing its acfrvities toward self­
preservation, it should be held to be suffering 
from a national disease. He added : 

''I could give you instances from history, • where, 
for instance, a di-solute priesthood, where an aristo­
crac;v which had become degenerate, where a 
particular form of government which had become 
untrustworthy, led to the destrucfion of that nation: 
and yet the majority of that nation may have been 
perfectly healthy in their feelings, and they might 
have survived had it not been that this particular 
social element wa.-; thoroughly antl utterly 
diseased." 

He clussified the main causes of national 
diseases under four headings. The first of 
these is imperfect nutrition ; the second is 
poisons : the third ic;; mental shock : and the 
fourth is sexual subversion. 

"Some physicians say that all diseases whatso­
ever in the hu1n:1n body bc:.:in with insnfficient or 
misdirected nutrition of one of the organs of the 
body. If this is the case for the physician, you 
sec at once how eminently important it is that the 
nation should be sustained by proper food, in 
sufficient t1uantities and properly prepared; other­
wise it Jays the foundation for those mental 
diseases which soon tell, with destru~tive results, 
upon the body politic." 

··rt is undoubtedly tmc that !Wery nation must 
have, throughout all of the nation, enough to eat, 
of ~'Ood quality and properly prepared, or that 
nation will degenerate . , . 

''The actual effect of limited food for a long time 
has been carefully studied by physicians from th0 
point of view of national economy. ,vc can se~ 
and clistindly JJoint out the resnlts of a proloni.ccl 
absence of food on many nations. We know that' 
it hrin~;i ahout de~cncration of tissue. infE'riority 
of stature, weakening of the body, and in all other 
respects makin~ them physieally and mentally in­
capable of aitlmg the great work of the progress 
of civilization. Nothing, therefore, can be more 
<lrcadfnl than the prospect of national starvation, 
even in the limited sense of tho word." 

This is not the place to enumerate all 
the evil results of our national starvation. 
I shall mention onlv two. India's death-rate 
is for higher than that of any other civilized 
nation and our average length of life-21~ 
years-is half or less than half of that of 
other civilized nations. How can people who 
live for 2:J years on an 1n•erage compete ,vith 
peoplu who livo for /iO i' We huvP, therefore, 
to inerense our foou. fntpply 1111u. our nLility 
to buy fo()(], and also to n1ak1~ the country 
morri healthy. I would appeal to all our 
Maharajas-pnrticularly those who have large 
irrigation works and much uncultivated but 
cnlturable land, such ns the i'llaharjns of 
Gwalior, Bikaner, &c.-an<l our landholders 
to settle larger and larger numbers of peasants 
and farmers on their lands. A people which 
loses touch with the land is doomed. In 
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Bengal tho number of actual Hindu cultirntors 
of tho soil has been steadily diminishing. 

Our industrialists should see that factory 
labourers get a living wage and are taught 
to make a proper use of their income. On 
our part we should use all kinds of Swadeshi 
goods, so that more and more of our men 
may find employment and food. The senti­
ment should be inslilled and widely acted up 
to that no honest avocation is mean. It is 
a bad sign that Hindus arc rarely found to 
work at some trades and crafts. Among other 
occupations our young men should take 
largely to tho seafaring life, acquiring . all 
knowledge about ships snd sailing, in foro11p1 
countries if necessary. Thus should we regam 
our ancient place in maritims enterprise. 

Poisons are the second cause of national 
diseases. .Amon()' these poisons are mentioned 
alcohol, some n~cotics and stimulants (includ­
ing tobacco) and the gei·ms of some diseases. 

"Alcohol brings with it the elements of n;itio.nal 
degeneration and decay." "There arc vast d1stn9ts 
of the earth's surface which arc so permeated with 
the malarial poison that no race can be there and 
1·each a hin-h degree of physical and mental 1mwer. 
Men fo,e there-they live everywhere; but they 
are not in a condition ever to assist much m the 
great work of progress; and wherever malaria is 
constantly and persistently prevalent, you need Il\Jt 
expect that that nation will ever count for much m 
the history of mankind·" 

Historians ascribe the fall of ancient 
Greece and Rome in great part to malaria. 
But the poison has been combated there_ and 
clsowheri;i in•tho world ; and so can it he 
in India. Only we arc never to furget a~1d 
gh·o rest to this our great enemy_. . 'to mal_anal 
poison I would add tho syph1htic poison, 
originally imported into India by Europeans. 

Tho third national disease is of tho nature 
of the peculiar physical effect which medical 
men call "shock", . . 

"Sometimes, in pC'rforming a surgical 011erati9n, 
tho surgeon knows perfectly well that th_P._ operation 
will be successful under ordinary cond1t1ons ; and 
Yet he is .aware that certain, meq.tal temperaments 
have 1:ece1ved what we call smg1cal shock Ly the 
~perahqn, which imperils, if it ~loes not de~t,roy, 
hfe which, otherwise, under ord,pary concl1tions, 
would be saved. There is somethmir of the same 
kincl in the history of nation~. 'l.'hey .. too, arc 
subject to have that mf'nt;il f'hcwk whwh f'Prms 
to overualu11ce thrnn. 'J'h0y do not IIT!Y longrr h.n:o 
eontrol ov0r their far11lti0f'. They y10lcl to cl0sp:ur 
and in eonseqnPnce foil" , . 

Jlevastnting cpidf'micR Jikf' T!lugn_e, J)oli_t1-
cnl subjection 11nd cmasculahon, 111knonty 
complex produced by political hypnotism, 
etc., may produce this kind of national 
disease. Bnt I hope we haw sufficient self­
Possession nnd sh'ength of mind to shake it off. 

About sexual subversion the American 
professor says : 

"Every nation, if it is to be _prosperous, if it is 
not going to retrograde and degenerate, must 
increase in numbers ; and it must increase not 
through immigration only hut also through natural 
reproduction ; ... therefore, fertility. reproduction,:" 
m the long run must be looked after m 
in every nation it it is not going to fall into 
decay. A nation is sure to become diseased when 
for any reason religious or secular there is a large 
abstention from marriage." "Mr. Galton has w1itten 
a work on this subject of the 'Influence of Celibacy 
and Spinsterhood on the Fate of Nations.' He has 
}Jointed out that the celibacy which has been 
enjoined by Christianity-the celibacy of tho 
priesthood and the convcntual life-has resulted 
distinctly in national decay." 

We have all recently read in the papers 
what special honours, rewards and exemptions 
l'IIussolini is giving in Italy to parents of 
many children. But that is by the 
way. Applying to India the views of the 
.American professor and of Galton, I must 
say that the large number of idle 
so-called sad/111s in India is an evil. 
Those who find it necessarv to remain 
cclcbnto for rendering some -real religious 
or other sc1Tice to the nation may rightly 
remain unmarried. But those aforesaid celebatcs 
are a curse. India docs not yet suffer from 
any large number of women remaining un­
married. But the child-widows in India are 
really spinsters. Their lifelong real celibacy 
is productive of many evils, one of which 
is thnt many possible wi,·es and mothers do 
not become such. 

'I'he e,·iJ custom of ·bride-price' prevents 
many persons in parts of the country from 
marrying at nil and oth0rs from marrying 
while they arc young. This leads to dedino 
in tho population of some eastes and to 
other evils. Similarly, the custom of 'bride­
groom-price' is a great evil. When our 
young men realize how mean, ungentlemanly 
and dishonourable it is to demand money for 
marrying a girl and when they want to be 
true lovers and real gentlemen, then this 
disgraceful system will disappear. 

The inh·oduction of intcr-subcnste and 
inter-caste man-inges will widen the field of 
choice of brides and bridegrooms. This will 
be one remedy for "enforced., celibacy, late 
m11rri11g0s 1111u murringcs of el,lerl_y hritll'­
,:rrooms with hrideR vr1-y mnd1 yo1111~~Pr th:m 
thrn~srlYes, nll of which go a·gninst due 
conbnunucu 1111d propngntion of :spcciL•:-; 

My last observation on the suhjert l 1f the 
diseases of nations is that, speaking hroadb-, 
we as a people do not suffer from sc'xtrnl 
1JC'l'Yl1rsion or exhaustion. (;n•nt ~tre:-s is 
Inicl in our highe!-t scriphires on contincner 
and sexual purity, and, though the 11umb!·r 
of those among us who do not lna<l 1nu·c 
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lives is not miscroscopic, yet as a people we 
arc not worso in this respect than nny 
other. · · 

The amelioration of the condition of 
Hindu women is another object of the Hindu 
Mahasabha. Hindu idealism relating to 
woman is unsurpassed in the world. But 
many of our ,customs fall so short of this 
idealism ns to make us ashamed. In order 
that our women many be what according 
to our ideal they o:ught to be, there should 
be physical culture (including the arts of 
self-defence), moral training and heart culture, 
intellectual culture and training in domestic 
science for all our girls and young women. 
In order that there may be ample time for 
the education of girls, child marriage and 
premature motherhood should be put a stop 
to. I an1 glad that _the 7th session of the 
Hindu llfahasabha under the presidentship 
of Pandit Uadan l\Iohan Ualaviya "enjoined 
upon all Hindus not to marry their girls 
before the age of sixteen", which leaves it 
optional to keep them unmarried a few years 
longer, if _necessary. Child-marriage and 
premature motherhood is injurious not only 
to the girls but also to their progeny .and 
decreases the _fecUI1di.ty of the mothers. 

The custom of the purdah, wherever it 
exists, should be abolished. I need not 
describe its evils. As regards the condition 
of our widows, a great improvement will take 
place in their condition, if we gfre eftect to 
Resolution 12 of the 10th session in right 
earnest. Clause (c) of that resolution requires 
that "every legitimate measure be adopted t~ 
save them fr, m falling into the bands of 
people of other religions or leading a wron(J" 
course of Iile." My interpretation of thi~ 
clause is that it allows childless child-widows 
to marry. I have the highest veneration for 
the ideal of true widowhood. I know that 
tl1e custom of_ lif~Ion~ widowhood is partly an 
01-1tcome of this high ideal. But child-widows 
arc not reully widows, for they have not 
truly known the men with whom the cere­
mony of man-iagc was gone hrough. There­
fore, personally, I would not tonly allow the 
marriage of child-widows but would promote 
such marriages. Motherhood is not less 
sacred thap. · maidenhood and wido,vhood. 
Hindu social reforn;1 would have been much 
facilit.ated if it· had bee:n remembered that, 

Vayojflti vicharotra Saivodvahe na villva{e. 
asapiodam bhartrihinam udvahet Sambhusiisanat," 

11

'.l'hcre is no discrimination of age and 
caste or race in the Saiva marria"'C. As 
enjoined by Siva, one should marry a ~vomnn 
who has no husband and who is not sapiuda, 
that is, who is not within the prohibited 
degrees of mnniage." 'fhis sloka makes 
widow-marriage, inter-caste and inter-racial 
mru-r~age and post-puberty marriage valid. 

For widows who cannot or should not 
mru.-ry, such education should be provided as 
would open useful careers to them. 

As has been shown first in modern times 
by Ram Uohun Roy and then by others, our 
ancient laws of inheritance for women wero 
juster than those stereotyped by the British 
Government and Courts. 'l'hese laws should be 
made perfectly just and generous to our women. 

With their physical, moral and intellectual 
handicaps removed, Hindu women will obtain 
their right.c; as human beings and directly 
and indirectly help in promoting the cause of 
India and of the world. 

The 9th resolution passed at the seventh 
session of the liahasabha points out all that 
is necessary for the protection and improve­
ment of the condition of cows· and their 
cah'es. Every effort should be rnado to give 
effect to this resolution. 

In conclusion, I shall consider objects (cl) 
imd (h) together, namely, 

. "To .Protect nncl promote Hindu interests aml 
~.lmdu rights whenever and wher01V01· ni:,ccssary "nnd 
genemlly to take stc11s for promoting tl1n roh(:,,>ious 

p1oral, educational, social, ccgnomic and political 
mtercsts and rights of the entire community." 

In relation to the fulfilment of these 
objects, it should never be forgotten 
that the welfare of all classes and com­
munities is interdependent and that Hindu 
welfare cannot be secured by sacrificing the 
welfare of other communities. Other com­
munitws should also understand that they 
cannot do good to themselves by disregarding 
f,l" injuring the interests of the Hindus. 
'.therefore, there should be peace and good 
will and unity between all communities. 'l'ho 
deliberations and conclusions of the Unity 
Conference point the way to such friendly 
feelings. The settlement made at that con. 
ference should be honestly and elll'Jlestly 
worked by _all parties. 

as ~ulluka ,BJ:iatta says in bis commentary on 
l\Ianu Samhita, ''Sruti dvividba V aidiki 
fantriki cha," "Sruti is of two kinds, Vedic 
and Tantric," and the following verse of the 
]!alianirrnna Tantra, quoted by Ram Mohan 
Hoy, hnd also been remembered : 

The enc~oachments on Hindu rights are 
ma,ny. I will not dwell on tllem in detail. 
But as tlle Hindus along with some others 
have been deprived of the rigbt and dL1ty of 
defending the country, I will refer to it in 
particular. With the expansion of the British 
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Empire and iho gradual evolution of Brtiish 
imperialistic policy in India, roornitmcnt for 
the sepoy army has gradually receded 
from province after province in British 
India with tho growth of political self­
consciousness there, and sepoys are now 
for the most part :i;ecruitcd from some Indian 
States, from transfrontior .:Moslem territory 
and from Nep_al. 'fhe result is that the 
descendants of those who at one time fought 
valiantly against or for the British arc 
prnctionlly declared unfit for self-defence, British 
India is thoroughly emasculated, und, as 
Hindus outnumber other communitic!:', they 
nre the greatest sufferers. Proportionately 
there arc more Uoslems than Hindus in 
-the Army. The division of the people· into 
martial and unwarlike is unscientific, un­
historical and based on falsehood. No such 
classification exists in any other civilised 
country. There should be rooruitment 
from all provinces and religious communities, 
as for as practicable. As an aid to the 
realization of tliis ideal, there should be 
gymnnsia and sporting clubs all over tho 
country. Both our girls aud boys should be 
taught the arts of armed and unarmed, indivi­
dual and collectiYe self-defence. They should be 
placed above the fear o.f getting wounded and of 
bleeding. The Hindu l\Iahasabha should give the 
greatest possible attention to this matter. I 
lay stress on this , subject not for any 
aggressive purpose, but in order that we 
may get rid of the softness c11used by over­
civilization and may be able to acquire the 
strength, courngo and secure p6sition which 
alone entitle and enable men to preach and 
practise aldmsa and maitri which constitute 
India's message to the world.' 

I have already far exceeded my limits. 
So with regard to our political interests and 
rights I shall say only this in brief that, as 
in the past, so at present and in the future, 
the Hindus will not shrink from facing all 
dangers and making all the sacrifices ne~e~s­
ary for winning freedom for all co1~1m1111d1es. 
In order to obtain the co-oporat10n of the 
other communities, tho Hindu community 
will honourably stand by, as it Jias hitherto 
stood by, tho Hindu-Moslem agreements 
arrived at as recorded in the N ebrn Commit­
tee's reports, provided there is no going 
back from those agreements on the part of 
others. But if there be such going back, 
and if the J\Iussalmans persist in opposing 
tho Nehru Report as passed by the All Parties 
Convention at Calcutta, the Hindus on their 
part will be fully justified in going back to 
their original national, logical and just position 
that there is to be no reservation of seats for 

any community anywhere and that the elector­
ates for all logislnttircs are to be everywhere 
joint and mixed. 

There can be no greater confession of 
want of confidence in the capacity of tho 
l\Ioslem community than for any of them to 
demand reservation of a proportionate num­
ber of seats even where they are in a major­
ity. Such a demand practically means that 
in their opinion there must be perpetual 
]Ioslem Raj in tho Moslem majority provinces. 
On the other hand, our great departed leader, 
Lala Lajpat Rai, who was also a great 
national leader, has declared it "as a 
fact that the bulk of the Hindus do 
not want a Hindu Raj. What the lattor aro 
striving after is a National Government 
founded on justice 'to all communities, all 
classes ,and all interests." "In my judgment," 
he said, "the cry of a Hindu Raj or a )Iuslim 
Raj is .purely mischievous and ought to be 
discouraged." 

I 1·espectfully request all .to always boar 
fo mind some facts relating to the origin 
and continuance of political power. Tho 
British people, nay the entire white people 
inhabiting the British Empire, are a minority; 
whereas the Indian people, even the Hindu 
community by itself, form tho majority. Yet 
the British people arc masters of the siluation. 
'l'hey did not become masters by virtue of 
any pact or compromise. 'When tho :i\Iosloms 
became masters of India, that was not by tho 
force of any ngreement. Power is gained 
or lost, whothor there be or bo not any 
verbal or written guarantees, pacts, and things 
of that description -though they hnvo their value. 

Peoples' fates ' am coterminei: hv their 
,possession or lack of character, strcng~;., 
ability, intellectual calibre, eftioioncy, tirm 
resolve and sacrifice for tho cause of the whole 
people. Let not Hindus, therefore, be under 
any delusion that their mere numerical 
strength will be a safeguard against loss of 
rights_ and power in tlw future, any more 
than 1t has been in the past. Let not )los­
Jems, too, be under any delusion that reser­
vation of seats for them, both whore they 
are in tho minority and in the majority, will 
securo for them a perpetual lease of powers 
and rights any more tlian the possession of 
supreme political power in the past in India 
and elsewhere has prevented their dowufall. 
The present generation of n~ither Hindus nor 
l\Ioslerns have the right or the power to make 
any artificial, unjust and illogical agr<'emoots 
binding on their descendants. Still less 
cnu the present or 11ny othrr g-eueratinn 
make such agreement binding on the 
Power that rules the destinies of nation,;, 
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In addition to communal strifes, conflicts moans tho introduction of useful . machanical arls, 

b t I am ready to c~prcss my assqut and_ ulso my 
e ween labour and capital and between gratitude; but with respect to Sc1cncc, Literature or 

cultivators and landholders have begun to Heligion, I do _not_ lackn<"!wlcdge that we arc 11laced 
loom large on the horizon. It is necessary in undm· any obligation. For by a refcri;mce to history 
the hi1rhest interests of the Hindu comnlunity it may be proved that the World was mclebtcd to i;mr 

~ ancestors for the first dawn of knowledge, winch 
mid of all other communities tliat the points spran~ up in the East, and thanks to the Goddess 
at issue between the parties should be of Wisdom, we have still a philosophical and 
settled by mutual consultation and agreement. copious language of our own which d1stin~uisl_1cs 
N ti · t II us from other nations who mnnot express scientific - ay, iese points should not anse a a · or abstract ideas without bormiving the language 
There arc Hindus among labourers and of foreigners." 
peasants and their leaders, and among 'l'his was no unhistorical vain .boast. The 
capitalists and land-holders. I appeal to Rev. Dr. ,J. 'f. Sunderland writes in "India 
them nil not to take to the warpath in in Bondage : Her Right to Freedom" :­
occidental fashion, not nt least till the fullest "India contributed enormously to the advanqe­
trial has been given to methods of arbitration ment of civilization by giving to the world its 
and conciliation. immensely important decimal system,: or so-callecl 

Arabic notation, which is the foundation of moclern 
. In all climes and ages givers have been mathematics and much modern science. 

richer than receivers. The teacher, the man "India early created the beginuif!gs of nearly 
who has to impart spiritual, moral or all of the sciences, some of winch she carr1ecl 
· t 11 t l t th t b · forward to remarkable degrees of developm~nt, 
m e ec ua ru , mus e superior in his thus leading the . ,yorld. To-day, notwit_hst~ndmg 
possessions to the man who acquires know- her. subject conchhon, she possesses smentists of 
ledge for himself alone. Hence for India to emmence," 
be rich in the possession• of inward treasure, 'l'he world is indebted to India . of the 
her sons and daughters must be in a posi- past for many priceless treasures. l\[y hope 
tion to give. They must not be mere and aspiration is thnt India of the not 
learner,'> and borrowers. In the ancient world distant future, too, may again he such a 
they were rich in the possession of im- benefactor. Sir Oliver Lodge has said that 
material treasure, because they were givers. man's ethical condition lags behind his 
Let_ them_ again preparn themselves to take•up scientific and mechanical achievement. Hence 
their ancient role. A few have already in there is no moral restraint sufficient to make 
modern times become world teachers. This wars and murderous economic competition 
is the ,vay to promote our religious moral impossible. .Will not •India be able to teach 
and intellectual interests. ' the world a better way ? Will not her 

But in order to give, one must also message of Ahimsa and 1lfaitri triumph 
receive. He alone can give who has life. in politics, economics and industry ? 
Life connotes adaptation to environment, Discussjng in The Intcrnah'o11al Rci:icw 
assimilation of that which is good and of l1Iissio11s the subject of what Christianity 
climi:;-i..cion of that which is effete or injurious. can appropriate and assimilate from Hinduism, 

Let India's children, therefore, fearlessly the Rev. 1\Ir. Polly, Vice-Principal of Bishop's 
face all climes, races and cultures, Let them College in Calcutta, mentioned the Hindu 
go forth, as their ancestors did in doctrine of the immanence of the Supreme 
days of yore, to all corners of the Being and the practice of contemplation or 
outer and inner world, to give and meditation. 
take. The strong can digest and assimilate I do not say all these things to boast 
all that is good and reject all that is bad. and feed our vanity. R-0thcr should we be 
Let us not be afraid of world forces and the ashamed that we are so unworthy of our 
world current. The Hindu who in modern lineage. I mention all these things only to 
times worked earliest and hardest to break revive confidence in our latent capacity. Let us 
through India's prison-house of physical and meditate and achieve self-realization, nncl then 
intellectual isolation, Rnm l\Iohun Roy, had go forth to play our part in tho world in the 
no such fear. Firmly grounded in 'Hindu firm faith that the Paramatman immanent in 
faith and culture, he assimilated what the universe and trnnscending the universe 
was good in other faiths and cultures, will not fail to give us Siddhi according to 
too. He had faith in tbe unmeasured capacity our Sadhana, though it may not be according 
of his people for continuous improvement. to our desire or expectation. For, 
In the course of a controversy with a "Karmanyevadhikaraste run phalesu kada-
European Christian, be wrote :- t 

''If J1y the 'Ray of Intelligence' for whic-h the chana,', "It is for us to work, but no to 
Christian i::ays we are indebted to the English, be demand its fruit." 

PnrNTlill AND PunLISHED DY SAJ.A1'I KANTA DAS, .AT TUE PR.ABASI P1rnss 

91, UPPER Cmcuun Ro.w,[CaLCUTTA. 
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