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Much more interesting than anything I have to say about them
are the utterances which constitute the many examples used in this
study. Therefore, my greatest thanks are due my informants, who
let themselves be recorded in spite of their feeling rather uncom-
fortable about the ‘monstrosity’ in the middle of the room forever
listening to their lightest remarks.

They feared that t,hey were soundlng ridiculous, or at best, un-
bearably trivial: 4 :
2517 6-407 R' Zhfa.ve you got this"‘/l h!/2mdnstrésity

" Zwérking¥| - .
2518-19 6-407 E ‘yéah?/*it's wérking?/
2520 6-408 M ? you meéan®/*that thing has been listening
3411 this?/%com fision abdut?/*Elston’/
and 3K éystdne®/2and?/
2521 6-410 E 3*cértainly?/%finds it 3f4scinating'#
2522 6-412 M 2have ydu >pldyed¥/?any of that jink Zbacl?|

Very early in the proceedings they began asking:

248 1-296 M 2hdw many mdre *héurs?/?of that thing dd we
‘hdve'#

and
812 2-550 M 2dd you think you have e’néugh’||?néw?/

The answer was discouraging:

813 2-550 E 36h 2né'#1've gdt Jtwd 3réels hare?/ (reels
still unrecorded)



814 2-550 E *1 want a *whéle?/%16t of stt‘;ff‘# )
815 2-554 R *wéll?/*wé’'ve *been giviing 3ybu a %ot of
high gride miscelldneous ba’l6ney'#

The prospects became ominous:

816 2-555 E ®Fries did ’hfs with uh?/2what >w4s it?/
2fifty uh?/*hurs!/'of 'stdff'#

817 2-558 R 3f‘:.fzty hdurs of cbnver3sétion3“

818 2-560 E %fifty hburs of conver’s4tion'#

There was anxiety as to who might hear the recordings:
~ ~ 3
395 2-11 M 2 your *téacher gding to’/’listen to this >téo “

Reassurances were given:

397 2-13 E 2%there's nd réason why 24> nybddy should
listen t5 it'#

At another point, the children began acting up, and them:

3575 8-561 R 2j5 tnis ma’chine®/2re*cérding’/*thése

’déathless’/ 2re’mdrks’/

2y&s?/2%it cértain’ly *is?/%céming dver

just 3fine?/

3577 8-565 K 2yp5 *héars these things'#2anybddy that
wé ddn't *knéw?/

3576 8-563 |

3578 8-656 E 3n6'#3n6body's gding to héar them excéptz/
3579 8-567 k Zjust don't give your *4dddress'#

3580 8.567 K 2give a fike 2ndme?/

3581 8-567 K 2134 15 >John *Smith’/

3582 B8-568 E *nébody is gding to héar them excépt *mé'#

On another OCcasion;

861 3-23 K 201 wham are you gding to pldy this

re’cérding! #2your’sé1£/'1 2 hope'#

862 3-23 g to mi’s€lf'#21 transcribe *it/2and uh?/

863 3-23 K 244t 4 classroom of }stddents'#

864 3-25 3nél#‘,‘wh)‘f a clissroom of ’stddents'#>cdurse
ndt!



For obliging me to the extent of putting up with four hours of
‘that thing,’ in spite of these feelings of unease and apprehension,
and in spite of the fact that the recording constitutes a real invasion
of their privacy, I tender the informants my affectionate gratitude.

Chicago, Illinois
August, 1963
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INTRODUCTION

1. Need for the Study

Some of the handbooks on general linguistics and many grammars
of English distinguish two basic types of sentence.

Leonard Bloomfield asserts that probably all languages have fa-
vorite sentence-forms as against other forms, and that this is the
case in English. He calls the favorite sentence-forms in any language
full sentences, and those less favored, minor sentences.! Robert A.
Hall Jr., speaks of clauses rather than sentences and asserts that
a certain type of clause is, in English, statistically the most common
of all. This most common type he calls a major clause, and the oth-
ers are minor clauses.? Charles F. Hockett distinguishes between
the favorite sentence-type in English and minor types.?

Of the older grammarians, Otto Jespersen finds that in addition
to ‘the fully articulate sentences,’ there are others not fully articu-
late;* and George O. CQurme declares that a certain type is ‘normal’

for English, but that there are other types which are nevertheless
5

complete sentences.

Among the newer grammars, that of Archibald A. Hill speaks of
elementless sentences as against those which are composed of ele-
ments, stating that one of the types of the latter is ‘the favorite..
pattern, much more frequent in our structure than any other.’®
Harold Whitehall mentions an ‘overwhelmingly popular’ pattern, which
has almost banished ‘other sentence types' from educational recogni-
tion.”

Bloomfield's full sentences in English are of two kinds, one con-
sisting of an ‘actor-action phrase’ John ran away., Who ran away?
Did John run away? and the other consisting of a *command’': Come!
Be goodla Hall’'s major clause is ‘one of those whose structure is
noun or pronoun + verb.’ 9 Sentences which ‘center on a predicative

constitute’ are of Hockett's favorite sentence-type.!?

Jespersen’s ‘fully articulate sentences' are those which contain
‘a subject and a finite verb,'"! while Curme’s ‘normal’ sentence has
a subject and a predicate: Lead sinks.!?
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According to Hill, it is ‘the typical three-eleme?t setn;ez'm?, .u.c-h
the favorite subject-predicator-complement paﬁ‘;ern: Wth‘ 1: 111"1
more frequent in our structure than any other. . For Wh1.te all, e
‘the subject-predicate sentence, which is the subJect-predlca:: wn '
group accompanied by the declarative high-low t,:&ne-pause pattern,
is the one which is so ‘overwhelmingly popular.

It may be said that, in general, these scholars agree thatftllw.le
English full sentence, major clause, favorite sentence-type, ur—y
articulate sentence, normal sentence, frequent pattern, or ove .
whelmingly-popular sentence is distinguished frorrf other p;a..ttefndin
by having a subject and a predicate. Bloomfield d1ffer.s by including
the command, which does not have a subject, among his full'sen-
tences, and Hill differs by limiting the ‘much more frequent’ sen-
tences to those which also have a complement.

The term major sentence will be used in the present s-tudy for
the type which has a subject and a predicate. The term minor sen-
tence will cover the other types.

Not all handbooks and gyxl')ammars make a distinct.ion betwee;lboc)k
major and minor sentences. Among them one may cite the l.lal:h.
of H. A. Gleason, Jr.,!% which does not classify sentences in this
way. One of the older grammarians, Harold E. Palmer, fstates,, .
‘Grammatically a sentence must have a subject and a predicate.” In

; s minor sen-
this work, expressions regarded by other scholars as
tences are,

consequently, not accorded sentence sifatu‘s but are treat-
ed, very briefly, under ‘Parts of Speech’ as ‘Interjections and Exl-6
clamations,’ some of which are actually in rnajor-7sentence ,for;n.

Of the later grammarians, Charles C. Fries!” and W. Ne tson
Francis, '8 who adopts Fries' classification of sentences., do nc: .
group them into classes comparable to the major and minor categ
ries as understood here.

Although these scholars do not treat the minor sentem‘:e as a
Separate entity, the mere fact that so many others do set it up as
such an entity invites attention to it as an object of study. Furthe:r-
more, we are assured that the minor sentence is by no meanS_ um.m-
portant or insignificant, Curme is rather eloquent on the subject;

. the
because they are eéxpressive, he insists that such forms have
status of sentences:

. ; res-
In a normal sentence both subject and predicate are p

be
ent, but sometimes the one or the other orlb?the;na;};ssion
absent and yet the sentence may be a complete P
of thought. See a below.
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a. SENTENCES LACKING THE ONE OR THE OTHER

OR BOTH OF THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS. In accurate
thinking we often need a large vocabulary and intricate
grammatical form; but language also adapts itself readily
to the simpler needs of practical life, where action, tone,
and the situation are often more expressive than words
and grammatical form.... A single word in connection
with proper tone or the situation conveys our meaning and
thus constitutes a complete sentence: O! OQuch! XYes.
No. *‘Glass. Handle with care.’ Beautiful! Hurry! If
we call out ‘Fred!’ to indicate that he should come, we
pronounce in loud, prolonged tones Fred as a disyllable.
If we scold him we pronounce Fred as a monosyllable and

" raise the tone of the voice. Short, terse expression...
is... widely used. In all such cases the expression of
thought is perfect. The sentences, though brief, are
complete. In the setting in which they appear, in a word,
not a syllable is lacking.... Fuller expression would be
incomplete expression, for it would mar the thought,
take something vital away from it.!

Hall points out the frequency of occurrence of minor sentences and
their contribution to ‘clear understanding’:

Most ordinary conversation contains, in the give-and-
take of speech, a large proportion of minor clauses,
which is quite cogrect and as it should be for clear
understanding: Hello! Where're you going? — To
eat. — What for? It's not time yet. — How so? It’s
noon. — No k1dd1ng in that brief dialogue, “there is
a total of ei eight clauses, three major and five minor.

The minor sentence, then, must be worthy of scholarly attention.
Nevertheless, it has been treated very cursorily by the more recent
authorities who notice it at all, including those who have been men-
tioned here. Almost all their attention is devoted to the major sen-
tences; the minor sentences are classified into a small number of
categories, and, in each book, are disposed of in hardly more than
two pages. The older grammarians have given much fuller treatment
to the minor sentence. Jespersen refers?! to the places in his work
where the various types are described. Curme also discusses them
at various points. It is, however, the minor sentence as it occurs in
written, literary English that these scholars have studied. The re-
marks of Curme and Hall concerning the minor sentence, just quoted,
clearly refer to the minor sentence as it occurs in speech — speech
as it serves ‘the simpler needs of practical life,’ speech as it occurs
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in ‘ordinary conversation.” To be treated fully, therefore, the minor
sentence must be studied as it occurs in everyday talk.

The basis of such a study then must be a corpus consisting of
spontaneous conversation. The only extensive treatment of English
based on such a corpus is the work of Fries, but, as already stated,
he does not treat minor sentences separately. The information con-
cerning minor sentences per se that can be abstracted from his work
is comparatively little. He calls attention to ‘“response utternace
units”™ that differed completely from any sentence patterns found
among the “situation utterance units.”’ The bulk, but not all, of the
examples given are in minor sentence form.?> These response units
are mostly answers to questions. They are classified on the basis
of their grammatical components, and a correlation is found between
the types of answer and the kinds of question. The proportion of the
‘response utterance units® to the total number of utterance units is
not given in the mention of percentage of occurrence of the various
types of utterance unit.?3 Presumably, they are examined merely
with a view to using them as a basis for the classification of the ut-
terance units to which they are a response, and they are left out of.
the count. In addition to the minor sentences found among the ‘re-
Sponse utterance units,’ many examples of ‘greetings’ and 'calls’ and
some of the responses to these are also in minor sentence form,® as
are many, but by no means all, of the ‘signals of attention’ which are
noted.?” Thus one may glean a few indications concerning the forms
and functions of the minor sentence here and there, but the work does
not systematically treat this kind of sentence. Fries has shown us
that the study of the minor sentence as a separate formal entity is not
strictly necessary to an interesting and enlightening investigation of
the nature of conversation. Nevertheless, there is nothing in his
work to discourage us from studying the minor sentence as an object
of interest for its own sake.

The present work is based on a corpus of spontaneous conversa-
tion. It lays no claim to saying all that can be said about the minor
sentence, but is to be taken as an approach to the subject. The cor-
pus employed is a comparatively small one, and no attempt is made
to go outside it. The minor sentences in it are investigated as to
their frequency in proportion to that of the major sentences, their
form, and their relation to the rest of the discourse and the situation.

Other possible approaches will undoubtedly arise in the mind of the
reader.

A study such as this may very likely prove to have practical ap-
plications. One such that occurs to the writer is its possible use to
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the composition teacher, one of whose tasks is to keep students from
writing ‘incomplete,’ i. e. minor, sentences. This study also includes
a brief look at phonological phenomena which may account for other
departures from the conventions of writing which are common in stu-
dents’ papers. No attempt is made in the present work to make a
systematic application of the findings to these problems, but the pos-
sibility of such an application is pointed out from time to time.

The major sentences in the corpus have not been studied at all
except in connection with the segmentation of the corpus into sen-
tences. It is the writer’'s impression that study of such sentences
would not add very much that was new to the study of English gram-
mar, although there are a few colloquial patterns such as

2584 6-486 R 2what do you 2s4y?/% wé?/'ah'/2en3trist
dursélves?/%to the difficulties of the >réad'#

that deserve more attention than they have heretofore received.

Fuller study of how a major sentence pattern is finally achieved in
speech — the process is not always smoothly carried out — might
also be helpful to the composition teacher. For practical reasons
such a study has had to be ruled out of the scope of the present in-

vestigation.

2. Nature of the Corpus

The corpus is on tapes which run for about four hours. It con-
sists of informal conversation among members of the same family
speaking under circumstances and in a locale familiar to them. The
speakers are the writer (E), her father (R), her sister (M), her sis-
ter's husband (K), and the couple's two children, girls aged nine (L)
and thirteen (P). All speakers except the writer's father, who was
born in New York City, were born in Chicago or environs, and all,
including the father, grew up and have spent most of their lives in
the Chicago area. The writer's mother was born in Kansas but
grew up in northern Indiana, whence she moved to Chicago at the
time of her marriage, where she remained for the rest of her life.
The ancestry of all speakers is American for many generations, for
the most part ultimately stemming from England. The writer has a
German great-grandfather, who married an American, and the re-
mote background of her brother-in-law also includes German ele-

ments.
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All but the children are high-school graduates. The sister’s
husband has graduated from law school but did not attend college.
The father had two years of college. The writer was for many years
a legal secretary and has had some university training, The educa-
tional level of the speakers may, then, be said to be a little above
average. The speech may be said to represent the local standard.

The recordings were all made in the sister’s living room on the
occasion of several visits of the writer and her father to the sister
and her family, a custom of many years’ standing. The tape record-
er is the property of the sister's husband and was used with his per-
mission and with the full knowledge of all speakers. The microphone
remained stationary in the middle of the room and was not handed
around from person to person. The machine was not kept recording
at all times, and the speakers evinced only slight interest as to
whether it was recording at any given moment. Whenever they
Pleased speakers entered and left the room. The only instructions
to the speakers were to ‘start talking' and to ‘speak up, you’re not
getting on the tape.’ There were a few jokes about ‘I hope everyone
watches their grammar,' and ‘Don’t say “lay” instead of “lie,”’ but
the speakers seemed to have had no idea of the use to which the ma-
terial was going to be put, nor any notion of how to distort their
natural way of talking in order to appear more acceptable. In the
writer's opinion, no distortion occurred.

3. Transcription of the Corpus and

Citation of Examples

The material was transcribed from the tapes into notebooks and
then typed on cards, the number of cards being 3,600, In the citation
of examples here, the first number given is that of the card, the
second that of the tape, and the third, connected to the second by a
hyphen, is the number of revolutions from the beginning of the tape
t? the point at which the utterance cited begins. These numbers are
g'lven mostly for the convenience of the writer, but they would be in-
dispensable for anyone who wished to check the data, and will be of
Some use to the reader as a means of identification. The letter fol-
lowing the number designates the speaker. In the transcriptiona
Tow of x’S — xxxxxx — indicates material that is unintelligible.
Since the recordings were not made under laboratory conditions,
there is a great deal of background noise.
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The transcription of the examples is given here in conventional
spelling, but indications (which replace conventional punctuation) of
the stress, intonation, and juncture are also given, following the
Trager-Smith system.2®

Notes

1. Leonard Bloomfield, Language (New York: Henry Holt and
Company, 1933), pp. 171f.

2. Robert A. Hall, Jr., Linguistics and Your Language (Garden
City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1960), pp. l12f,

3. Charles F. Hockett, A Course in Modern Linguistics ( New
York: The Macmillan Co., 1958), pp. 200f.

4. Otto Jespersen, A Modern English Grammar on Historical
Principles (Copenhagen: Einar Munksgaard, 1959), VII, p. 53.

5. George O. Curme, Syntax (Boston: D. C. Heath and Com-
pany, 1931), p. 1.

6. Archibald A. Hill, Introduction to Linguistic Structures (New
York: Harcourt, Brace ard Company, 1958), p. 347.

7. Harold Whitehall, Structural Essentials of English (New York:
Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1951), p. 36.

8. Loc. cit.
9. Loc. cit.
10, Loc. cit.
11. Loc. cit.
12. Loc. cit.
13. Loc. cit.

14. Loc. cit,

15. H. A. Gleason, Jr., An Introduction to Descriptive Linguistics

(rev. ed.; New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1961).

16. Harold E. Palmer, A Grammar of Spoken English On a
Strictly Phonetic Basis (2d ed., rev. with the assistance of F. G.
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Blandford; Cambridge: W. Heffer and Sons Ltd., 1939), pp. 218 f.

17. Charles Carpenter Fries, The Structure of English (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1952).

18. W. Nelson Francis, The Structure of American English
(New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1958).

19. Loc. cit.

20. Loc. cit.

21l. Loc. cit.

22. Op. cit,, pp. 165ff.
23. Ibid., p. 51.

24. 1Ibid., p. 44.

25. Ibid., p. 49ff.

26. As described in George L. Trager and Henry Lee Smith,

Jr., An Qutline of English Structure (Norman, Oklahoma: Battenburg
Press, 1951).




I. SUPRASEGMENTAL PHENOMENA

It should not be a surprise that utterances transcribed from
living speech will not always look like the examples found in text-
books. In the first place, some textbooks note only the commonest
intonation patterns, and the less common may appear strange to
some readers. Inthe second place, speakers do not always follow
the ‘rules,’ particularly as to the placement of terminal junctures.
In the third place, in this study the transcriber has chosen to err on

the side of over-recording, in an attempt to avoid the risk of under-
Over-recording can do

recording where there are cases of doubt.
The

no harm, and under-recording might obscure significant data.
aim, of course, is to present rather than to withhold data.

1. Intonation

Among the intonatioh patterns that might appear strange to some
readers are those which do not follow the general rule that the strong-
est stress coincides with the highest pitch. Several patterns of this
type have been described by Hill or by Kenneth L. Pike. In the cor-
pus occur what seem to be one or two new patterns not mentioned by
either. Unusual intonation patterns are always interesting, and the
fresh examples afforded by the corpus of those already recognized,
as well as examples of what may turn out to be new patterns, should
be welcome. Since our notation is the same as Hill’s, and that of
Pike is quite different, in the discussion which follows, where a pat-
tern is described by both Hill and Pike, only Hill's treatment will be

referred to. Pike's treatment will be mentioned only in the case of

patterns not mentioned by Hill.
Highest pitch may occur on the weak-stressed syllable following

the primary stress. This pattern was noticed by James Sledd and is

reported by Hill,! Sledd’s example being
Zwéniderful' #

In the corpus, among many other instances, we have:
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781 2-466 M %the *hin’terlands'#
and

3505 8-452 E 2cél’lege &ntrance?/

Hill mentions a pre-middle pitch pattern, where the pattern is
‘that of a peak, with the highest point falling on the pre-middle,’ as
in

/*sdwt 3 dwnt+2rd S+miy? || /
Pre-middle pitch, Hill states, falls always on a secondary stress
which occurs before the primary.? Examples from the corpus are:
3417 8-339 R %it was e xictly like the big *Rélleiflex' ||

3470 8-395 R 2A 3Tile of Twd 2Cities'#
3520 8-475 M ?w& had a régular *printed bSok'#

Hill also mentions a falling pattern, where the highest pitch is
initial.? His examples is:

/ Yaym+2kdmin? II/
Examples from the corpus are:

945 3-76 L I wasn't giving thit to zyéuz“
824 2-579 M >he’s a gdod friend of 2Kén's?||
895 3-42 E *Y *flwiys gdt gdod repdrt cards'#
N ’ ’
901 3-47 R °I s&e here 2B2/%and 2C1#
There are other examples where the highest pitch is initial, but the

initial syllable has secondary stress.* Consequently, these could be
regarded as having the ‘peak’ intonation pattern, or the ‘falling’ pat-

tern, indi_fferently:
3415 8-338 R 3ciitest 1ittle thing you éver Zoaw! #
. 1
3582 8-568 E ’ngbddy is gding to héar them excépt *mé'#

Hill describes a pattern where ‘the highest pitch is not a peak
but, so to speak, a plateau which begins on a syllable with secondary
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stress which occurs before the primary, and extends through the
primary.'®> His example is:

/*hiyz+ *géwin+ tada+ *miwviyz!#/
In the corpus occur:

821 2-564 E %he 3bigged *télephdne cdnversitions'#
2168 6-28 R 21 *dén't ’think sd'#
2198 6-47 M %and he *hasn’'t ’céme'#
2324 6-144 R *hdw cduld that *bé'#
2319 6-140 M ’thére was sdmething *wréng?/
593 2-195 M %sémebody ddwn at *Griace's 36ffice?/
1921 5-224 R 2the métor dirn near jumped 6ut of the *c4r'#
244 1-286 R %but whére you just 160k at it dnce a *yéar?/
There are numerous occurrences of the highest pitch on a second-
ary followed by a drop to normal and recurrence of the highest pitch
on the primary. If at least a single-bar juncture were present at
some point between the two high pitches, there would be two intona-
tion contours, but nothing indicating such a juncture can be heard.
Examples are:
2596 6-502 E 2%it's *wérse %than an 34utomobile'#
3589 8-589 M 2of *péo’ple’s *spéech'#
2842 7-22 R %or was it ’thrée déllars ?and a *hilf'#
This pattern is noted in Pike,® where it is described as ‘one complex

rhythm unit with a syllable in double function between.” An example

given is:

a 'book of 'stories

3- %2- -3- 2-4//

This example was transcribed from Pike's own utterance of it on the
record made to accompany the book, in Trager-Smith notation, by
R. B. Lees in an unpublished paper as:

22y + bik + av + Jstériyzl#
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Lees, therefore, did not consider the rise in pitch on the secondary
as phonemic. Francis, in his phonemic transcription of the story
of Grip the Rat,” rather often marks a secondary stress occurring
earlier in the phrase than the primary stress with pitch /3/, which
may then recur on the primary. Unlike Lees, he must consider this
rise in pitch on the secondary phonemic. Particularly interesting
are a few occurrences in the corpus of pitch /4/ on the secondary,
while the following primary has only /3/:

683 2-340 R “cite fittle con’trdption'#

2662 7-43 K %they’ve gdt a ‘ciite 2a’p4rtment?/

There is another pattern with two high pitches without a single-
bar juncture between, the first high pitch being on the initial syllable,
which does not necessarily have even secondary stress, and the
second being on the primary.

2868 7-251 R 3they 2réally didn't >wént it?/

358 1-416 M X zthaught you were gding to make me
andther 3drink!'#

Both of Pike's examples of ‘falling slurred precontour’® have, after
a drop from an initial high pitch, a rise to the same high pitch on the
beginning point of the primary contour, the beginning point always
being the most strongly-stressed syllable in the contour:

I'm going to study my lesson...

2j -4~ 2-4 ...

This pattern is evidently the same as that of the last two examples
cited from the corpus.

There are instances where a weak-stressed syllable immediately
Preceding highest pitch on a primary also has highest pitch, e.g.:

2124 5-506 K 2nd’thing's *frée'#

2126 5-507 E 2nd3thing's frée?/

2807 7-188 R 2%there’'s a hin’dred *6%her things that can
gd wrong with a *stérage battery'#

Where highest pitch occurs on the primary, it may be that the
other rises in pitch in the phrase are not phonemic, but they have
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been recorded here, following the principle of over-recording, if
indeed it is over-recording, in cases of doubt.

2. Terminal Juncture

Some peculiarities in the location of terminal junctures are very

interesting.

2.1 Absence of terminal juncture where expected

Often there is a succession of primary stresses, each with high-
est pitch, with no indication of terminal juncture between, e.g.:

2815 7-194 K S3twélve ’fif’ty is *nérmal %for a 3chirged
Ipsttery#

2100 5-464 M %she’s being ‘mi4riried todiy in De’cdtur?/

Very likely there is more than one contour here, but the writer has
hesitated to mark single bars where there seems to be no audible
indication of them.

2.2 Hesitation breaks, probably non-phonemic

On the other hand, there are many hesitation breaks which are
probably not phonemic at all and should not be indicated. Neverthe-
less, the location of these breaks, although not important for the
purpose of this study, are interesting. They have been indicated as
the type of terminal they most resemble, usually single bar. A
problem arises as to whether the loudest stress in the material be-
tween these breaks, or between a true terminal juncture or a pause
and a break should be automatically marked as primary, even though,
in comparison with the material on the other side of the break, it is
not primary. In the interest of giving, rather than withholding, in-
formation, such syllables have been marked with the degree of stress
they actually seem to have in relation to the rest of the utterance,

e.g.:

600 2-204 R 2%that?/®Arrespdnsible binch of Jgdngsters
in the!/ *Krémlin'#

797 2-486 E %but?/%the i’déa 2was to kéep p2ople *in and?/
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The break often marks the end of a *false start’ of an utterance; the

speaker breaks off and begins anew. The loud stress on these frag-

ments has not been marked as primary when it is not very loud, and
particularly where it seemed, had the utterance continued, that a
primary would have followed, e.g.:

1417 4-143 M %well she *jist?/2I don’t know?/2if she &ver
*h4s péeled a tingerine'#

The first single bar in the above example marks the end of a ‘false
start,” and the second marks a probably non-phonemic hesitation.

2.3 Terminal junctures that do not coincide with the boundaries
of syntactic units

Terminal junctures do not invariably coincide with the boundaries

of the syntactic units of a sentence. Sometimes the speaker runs over

this boundary and puts his single bar, as the terminal in these cases
usually is, somewhere within the next syntactic unit, as in the ex-
ample on card 600, cited above, or as in the following example:

2194 6-46 R ’I *don’t 2mind the 3néise it?/2séunds Jg6od'#

At other times he may put his terminal within his first syntactic unit
and run the latter part of this unit together with the next, e.g.:

2115 5-483 M 3réalz/3g<51-geous and I began to think?/

There seems to be enough redundancy in the language to keep such a

‘misplacement’ of terminal juncture from preventing intelligibility.
The reader is referred to Hill?

: for an interesting discussion of such
Junctural phenomena.

Fur'ther examples of junctures which do not coincide with the
boundaries of syntactic units are given in I1,2,22,

Notes

1. Archibald A. Hill, Introduction to Linguistic Structures ( New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1958), pp. 110f,
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2. Ibid.
3. Ibid., p. 109.

4., Examples (b) and (j) on pp. 50f. of Trager and Smith, op.
cit., seem to be instances of this pattern.

5. Ibid., p. 110.

6. Kenneth L. Pike, The Intonation of American English (Ann
Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1946}, p. 37.

7. Op. cit., p. 159, lines 5, 14, 16, 38, e.g.
8. Op. cit., p. 68.

9. Op. cit.,, pp. 34If.



II. SEGMENTATION OF THE CORPUS
INTO FRAGMENTS AND SENTENCES

1. Identification and Classification of Sentences

The first task is to find criteria whereby the sentences in the
corpus may be identified and classified.

Linguistic scholars have been long at work in attempting to
formulate a definition of the sentence, but not one has achieved a
definition which satisfies everyone. The sentence rmay well be an
entity which is incapable of true definition. Just as such concepts
as 'point’ and ‘line’ are taken as undefined terms, the ‘primitives
of the system,’ in Euclidean geometry, it may in the future be agreed
that *sentence’ is one of the primitives of the system of linguistics.
However, among the definitions which have been offered, there is
much that will help in the identification of sentences in the present
corpus,.

A. Meillet’s definition is quite general:

Au point de vue linguistique, et abstraction faite de
toute considération de logique ou de psychologie, la phrase
peut &tre définie: un ensemble d'articulations liées entre
elles par des rapports grammaticaux et qui, ne dépendant

Brammaticalement d’aucun autre ensemble, se suffisent a
elles-mémes.!

Bloomfield’s definition is virtually the last part of Meillet's:

It is evident that the sentences in any utterance are
marked off by the mere fact that each sentence is an inde-
pem#ent linguistic form, not included by virtue of any gram-
matical construction in any larger linguistic form.

Bloomfield goes on to say that in most, or possibly all languages,
various taxemes also mark off the sentence, and that ‘in English, as
well as in many other languages, sentences are marked off by modula-
tion, the use of secondary phonemes,’ and that in English the second-
ary phonemes which mark the end of sentences are those of pitch.
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Bloomfield thus introduces phonological signals as significant in
determining the boundaries of sentences, in addition to the ‘mere
fact that each sentence is an independent linguistic form.' He also
mentions the converse of this: ‘two forms united by no other con-
struction' may be ‘united by the use of only one sentence-pitch.’
Thus, the ‘rapports grammaticaux’ mentioned by Meillet may, ac-
cording to Bloomfield, include phonological signals.

Many of the more recent definitions use only phonological cri-
teria to determine the limits of the sentence. Whitehall finds it
‘practical to define the spoken sentence’ as

a word-group, or more seldom a single word, the end of
of which is marked by a final tone-pause pattern.’

This tells us where a sentence ends. In addition, Francis tells us
where a sentence begins:

A sentence is as much of the uninterrupted utterance of a
single speaker as is included either between the beginning
of the utterance and the pause which ends a sentence-final
contour or between two such pauses.?

Hill’s definition mentions the constituent parts of the sentence:

A sentence... is a sequence of segmental material
occurring under a single pitch superfix. The superfix
may or may not contain more than one pitch morpheme,
but if there is more than one pitch morpheme, the pitch
morphemes must be linked. A sentence must also have
a stress superfix, which also may consist of several
stress morphemes. Obviously, also a sentence must
contain one or several segmental morphemes.”

It is clear that in saying that the pitch morphemes must be linked,
Hill is saying that parts of a sentence must be phonologically linked.
He has isolated several patterns or devices of phonological linkage,
which are referred to, with examples from the corpus, inIL.2.1.
Hill also states, 'Phonological linking may be accompanied by other
devices, which are secondary.” The secondary devices are morpho-
logical, lexical and syntactic.®

Bloomfield states that the end of a sentence is marked by a sec-
ondary phoneme of pitch; Whitehall, that it is marked by a final tone-
pause pattern; Francis says that a pause ends a sentence-final con-
tour — in other words, a sentence ends with a characteristic contour
and is followed by a pause — and Hill declares that the material
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forming a sentence occurs under a single pitch superfix. These all
seem to be slightly different ways of saying the same thing, which is,
to put it in Trager-Smith terms, that a sentence ends with the end of
an intonation contour and a terminal juncture. There are utterances
in the corpus which do not end with a terminal juncture. These ut-
terances will be called fragments. Examples and further discussion
are given in I1.2.4 and IV.2.1. All other utterances are sentences.
The next task is to define the major sentence more narrowly.
We have already stated that this term will be used for the type which
has a subject and predicate. This rules out the subjectless command
and all other subjectless sentences, which will be included among the
minor sentences. In addition, we shall have to require that the major
sentence be free of any elements which would cause it to depend
grammatically on some other construction and not be sufficient unto
itself, to paraphrase Meillet, or be ‘included... in any larger lin-
guistic form,’ to quote Bloomfield. All other constructions, with the
exception of the fragments, will be counted as minor sentences.

2. Segmentation of the Corpus

The data consists of a stream of spoken discourse. The next
problem is to segment this stream into sentences and fragments.

We may most conveniently take as the basic unit the phonological
phrase, as defined by Hill,” ‘a unit bounded by terminal junctures.’
The data then, first of all, is segmented into phonological phrases,
with a number of fragments left over which end phonetically, rather

than phonemically, in that phonation ceases before a terminal pattern
has been achieved.

The problem is to determine when phonological phrases should
be counted as separate sentences and when they should be regarded
as linked together to form one sentence. It must also be determined
whether a phonological phrase in minor sentence form should be re-
garded as consituting a minor sentence or whether it should be re-
garded as part of an adjacent major sentence.

If only phonological criteria were used, the task would be quite
simple; all phonological phrases which were phonologically linked
would be taken together as one sentence. If they were not phonologi-
cally linked, they would be regarded as separate sentences. This
Procedure would no doubt yield interesting and useful results. On the
other hand, there are signals of linkage other than phonological. These
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also must be among Meillet's ‘rapports grammaticaux’; Bloomfield
certainly had them in mind as entering into the grammatical con-
structions by virtue of which a linguistic form may be included in a
larger linguistic form; and though for Hill the phonological indications
of linkage are primary, he by no means refuses to give value to the
secondary indications. Phonological and other indications of linkage
do no necessarily go hand in hand. Bloomfield calls attention to ‘a
construction known as parataxis, in which two forms united by no
other construction are united by the use of only one sentence-pitch.’®
There are numerous examples of parataxis in the corpus. Converse-
ly, there are many ‘articulations li€ées entre elles par des rapports
grammaticaux’ which are nevertheless phonologically disjoint because
one or more before the last one in a series ends with a sentence-final
terminal juncture.

As mentioned in the Introduction, one of the practical applications
of the present study could be to show the composition teacher some-
thing of his students’ speech habits — if the speech habits of the very
small and homogeneous group under investigation can be regarded as
representative of those of students in general. It seems this end will
be better served if the study shows how close people come to forming
major sentences in casual discourse. If only the phonological signals
of linkage were considered, it would appear that they are quite wide
of the mark, but this would be an unfair conclusion in view of the fact
that they do make use of secondary signals. Besides, it is only the
secondary signals that are used in writing, except for the few clues to
phonology which punctuation affords, and a student’s ability to use the
secondary signals in speech ought to facilitate his writing. We will
therefore give our speakers credit for their use of secondary signals
and count together as constituting one sentence those phonological
phrases which have secondary indications of linkage, even though the
phonological indications may be contrary.

2.1 Types of phonological linkage

Even though they are to be regarded as overridden by the second-
ary indications of linkage, it will be of interest to examine the types
of phonological linkage. They have been described by Hill,? and his
description will be briefly given here, with examples from the corpus.

The first type of linkage ‘can be called extension of contour by
addition of a monotone morpheme in which the monotone level is the
same as the level of the final pitch phoneme of the preceding mor-
pheme.’!® There are many examples of this type of linkage in the
corpus, e.g.:
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3522 8-479 M 26h'#!'T don’t think you 'wére!#

2755 7-141 K 2nét 3this trip'#ydu 'wén't'#

2757 7-142 M 2where do the *Grénstroms g&!#'if they don’t
gd to the ‘girbage dimp'#

1621 4-432 K 2the ’bénes can gd on thére!#'Héney and 'stdff'#

3479 8-405 K 2I *missed some impdrtant parts?/2ap’p4rently?/

2551 6-440 R ’there aren’t 4ny dead Assyrians in *Hélland?/
Z5re there?|

2590 6-497 R 2ydu've béen in *béd? *h4ven't you?/

3259 8-128 E ’it's fairly 26asy?/%{sn't it%/?to sing?/

3207 8-68 K 2t was *h4drd?¥%du ‘méan’ll

3416 B-338 K *that’s yéars a’gé’/*they ‘m4de thit?/*you
3méan?||

2619 6-535 K 2it’s a 3sh&ft'#"s all there 1s 'thére!ll

The second type of linkage described by Hill,!! is what he calls
linkage by complex contour, which ‘can be described by saying that
a pitch morpheme whose peak is /4/ is linked to a preceding mor-
Pheme whose peak is /3/.” This pattern is relatively rare in the cor-
Pus. A thorough search of about 1,000 cards turns up only the follow-
ing possible examples of it:

1942 5-246 K %the sime pligs you hid in the cir when you
3b6ught it?/?were in the cir whan you *séld it'#
568 2-168 E 2the ’b4re rig?/*jitterbug?/
2627 7.8 K %that *qudrt’/%ah?/4griduate I dse'#
2863 7-244 M 2the *hég?/?with *péanits!#
1415 4-143 E 2the art of *péeling?/?you can win 4p&eling
contests!'#

The third type of linkage is by far the most common in the corpus.
It is called minimal linkage by Hill, who says that it *occurs when the
final pitch phoneme of the preceding morpheme is identical with the
initial pitch phoneme of the following rnorpheme.'lz Examples are
abundant in the corpus, e.g.:

632 2-260 R 2and Y *héard it?/%on the *rddio'#
734 2-408 K 2%that was the 341ib3?/%they g4ve?/%for not
’)séeing each dther'# ,
2696 7-71 M ’mine aren't falling apart?ll? why should ¥ béther?/
2641 7-19 K *Hiarold *Ahbe %gdt a new Mégnavazllzhas 1t
gdt gérgeous >téne'#
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2790 7-168 R °I 2don't 2knéw?/2it mist have b&en six Wwéeks
ago'#

960 3-88 R %yés *he %is?/%he’s a Warm bldoded 24nimal'#

3385 8-306 R I said héw ’midch’/’twénty five 2déllars'#

In the examples on cards 2619, 2696, 2641, 2790, 960 and 3385,
the phonological signals of linkage are not accompanied by secondary
indications. Therefore, the two phonological phrases of which each
example consists are counted as two sentences. The fact that a
series of phonological phrases constituting more than one major
sentence may be phonologically linked might account for some of the
‘comma splices’ which are found in composition papers.

2.2 Phonological indications of separation occurring
with secondary indications of linkage

Conversely, secondary indications of linkage are not always ac-
companied by phonological indications. It may be interesting to ex-
amine some examples of utterances which, according to the secondary
indications of linkage, constitute single sentences but which are
nevertheless divided by a phonological indication of separation, that
is, a pitch and juncture pattern which normally terminates a sentence.
There is no point in describing all of these final pitch and juncture
patterns and giving examples of them. Let it suffice to take the one
that is the most conclusively and spectacularly final, the one where
the last pitch is /1/ and the terminal is /#/. The location of these
breaks will be of particular interest. A sampling of them will be
given, first where they occur between the syntactic units of sentences,
and then where they occur within such units.

2.21 Between syntactic units

The break on /'#/ may come between a main clause and a follow-
ing subordinate clause introduced by a relative pronoun, the subor-
dinate clause modifying the entire main clause:

3342 8-245 M 2Linda &ven a’gréed?/%that sha'd wilk as far
as the *Méthodist Chirch'#2which wduld make
it 6nly %6ne blédck straight ah&ad'/!and *6ne
bléck to the 1&ft'#

3561 8-533 M *wé’'ve jist abdut given Gip *hépe of?/2gétting
dny of ydu dp h2re?/%to 3sée us!'#2which mikes
us very un’hdppy!#
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It is remarkable that in the last examp'l*e the speaker is reading from
a letter, which had a comma after us, not a period.

The break on /'#/ may come between a main clause and a follow=
ing subordinate clause introduced by a relative pronoun, the subordi-
nate clause modifying a noun or noun phrase in the main one:

3520 8-475 M *wé had a ragular ‘printed bSok!#2that had all
the 3céurses!'#
629 2-255 R 215 a3p610g‘15tsz/2have dlmost withdut ex’céption?/
%ig®n6red the fact'# 2that he >did?/24dd?/%the
’phrise?/? un®léss?/?we are at’tdcked'#

The break on /'#/ may come between a main clause and a subor-
dinate clause beginning with a subordinating conjunction:

2447 7-278 E 2what would they *sméll like'#%if you *bdrned
them!#

2704 7-81 M %when théy cléan them it *hdrts'#2if they d6
it *right?/

2802 7-183 R ‘you’ve got a néw 3béittery'#3i£3/‘7‘your 3tréuble
was?/2ndthing but ’sdlphating'#

2137 6-3 R %I dén't *dSubt it'#%be?c4use uh?/ ’péople ifter
all%/?have gdt 3s6me brains'||

2158 6-19 R I gét it of course for séven’téen'#?beciuse
they were changing the ’médel'#

2690 7-65 M *well %du hive to 'w4it'#2untll they 2knéw
Wwhat?/2whéther they *néed it or ndt?ll

838A 3-6 E %I want the intonation patterns *téo'#?whéther
thére are ‘Wwdrds or 2nét'#

2114 5-482 M 21 thdught she'd pit a ’string ardund it'/
'inst&ad of just léaving it in a *béx'#%like
she did the 6ther one'#

31-1-34 R %that is whit we're gding to find 6ut'#*when

Khrishchev lets 3g6%/ 2with his ’récket'#

The break on /'#/ may come between a main clause and a subordi-
nate clause which is the object of a verb in the main clause:

217 1-245 R %I was ’ttally at a 216ss?l|2to i’mégine!#2where
they %picked 6ut that?/2hindred and thirty-&ight
dfigure'#

The break on /'#/ may come between a clause beginning with a
subordinating conjunction and the following main clause:
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3451 8-375 M 2if you're ldoking for the 3asiest!'#2that would
bé the *6asiest!'#

1098 3-212 E 2%f Kén'll listen to a *Mdzart ’symphony!#2we
have to listen to *Jiil Héuse *Réck!#

2039 5-346 R %as I s4y'#%f you're &duciting a >b4by?/%r a
3c4t?/*miaybe 3ll of this stdff would be ill
right'#

The break on /!#/ separates a concluding prepositional phrase
from the preceding sentence, of which it is semantically a part:

1663 5-4 L 2yéah'#°l carved?/?pért of it'#%y&ah?/?for
zM(Stherz”

1566 4-310 R 2and hé made us all tialk Sp4nish!#26ut of thése
uh?/3bboklets! /! for a 'while'#

1162 3-294 R 2and he won thét case!'#f6r the railrdad'#

3097 7-496 K 2you ‘*ilways 3mimic?/%in %rént of the *c4mera'#
3 6sh! #21ike a *méron'#

1935 5-239 K 2and my bill was thirty-two ddllars and a 3halfl#
2£dr a *tinelup'#

The break on /'#/ may separate a concluding participial phrase
from the preceding sentence, of which it is semantically a part:

1795 5-111 K %h& was a gréat poli’tician?/2in I11i*n6is?/
2telling Gs abdut the stdry of the 2s4lmon'#
2p5ing Up the “river'#’gée'#

3220 8-83 R Jth4t is?/%ydur Jldke wiater!#2%filtered through?/
Zabout fifty féet of ’s&nd'#

2583 6-486 R 2%it sdunded like a ’c4t'#stéaling 3f6od?/%dut of
a dcdn'#

2372 6-189 K 2I've been déwn in the *b&sement!#%cléaning my
3d4rk rdom oSut'#

2157 6-18 R ?when °I béught this 3Rémblerz"‘zthe price was
ninetéen fdrty-five'#%12id déwn in ydur 214p'#

The break on /'#/ may separate modificatory material — adjecti-
val, adverbial, and other types — from the preceding sentence, of
which it modifies a particular element:

291 1-340 E 2I want ’nitive spéakers of *English'#6nly'#
1430 4-152 R Jthéy’'re *written'#*véry 2simply'#
3413 8-336 R %the *R&lly makes a twd and a 2quarter!#squére'#
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The break on /'#/ separates from the preceding sentence materi-

al modificatory of it as a whole, which could be considered an adjunct
of the sentence:

1495 4-214 L 2T got ®scritched! #2right?hére! #
1623 4-435 K ’bénes'#! 1! s4id' #2ndt 2c4ulifldwer and staff#
2767 7-150 R 2they’ve gdt *fir ‘céats'#téo'#

The break on /'#/ often separates from a preceding sentence
what could be called a sentence adjunct to it, but the semantic con-
nection is closer than that of the adjuncts just above, since the ad-
Junct here consists of a sort of tag, a restatement of the last phrase
in the sentence, and actually repeats one of its elements; in other
words, it is in apposition to it:

196 1-208 R 26h!#sh2’d pay &ighty Zcénts!'#%ydur &ighty
cénts!#

475 2-84 M Zyou 356e2/232/3m4n or a3/*cdrporition that's
really dne ’m#n?/26wns the ’b&nk building'#
’the 61d 2b&nk building'#

2038 5-345 R ygan!'#2\t's?/2s0 Jtrivial'#?so ’childish'#

2165 6-25 M 3sgre!'#2that’s the?/’little dne'#2the >English
Snel#

The break on /'#/ sometimes separates from a preceding sen-

tence a marked infinitive phrase with a close semantic connection
with the sentence:

2666 7-46 M 3c6mmas are Gsed! #to ’sét off?/*paren?/?thétical?/
"'phréses‘# (Here again, the speaker is reading,
this time from printed material.)

481 2-91 M 256%|%the *14ndlord?/?f6rms?/?his dwn *bénk'#
%to gd into his *building'#

The break on /!#/ may separate a subject plus verb construction
from the object of the verb, this object not being a subordinate clause:

1435 4-158 R 2314 9h?/%nce 2y6u have?/?réally?/2under?stéod'#
’the ’détails?|| (etc.) (full sentence on p. 43)

The break on /'§/ may separate the subject and predicate of a
sentence:
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1852 5-157 R °2bit &ven this ’génius that was handling uh?/
’Kélvinator'#%céuldn’t ih?/2pill the auto’mébile
&nd df it Sut of the *réd'#

967 3-93 R 'and the réason he *kéeps >wéirm'#%is because
he his a layer of *blibber?/%all *$ver him?/

3045 7-411 K 2the gly to the 21&ft'#%1s his !f4ther'#

2.22 Within syntactic units

The break on /'#/ may occur between an article, a possessive
or demonstrative adjective and the following noun or remainder of
the noun phrase:

3447 8-372 M 2wall °f think this?/?pl4ce dut hére is a'#’nidt
house?/
360 1-419 K 2well I'm 2witching the!#4mateur hour!#

The break may occur between an adjective and the following noun:

3485 8-414 R %now in the *bdok3/%there's %6nly 26ne?/*fémale'#
2character'#

2481 6-349 R Z2there's a’néther?/?ndrth and Jséuth'#24lley'#

2495 6-369 R 2but 411 thése hduses?/%are 6n nérth and
Zsouthlifi‘?‘.stréetsli‘#

The break may occur between a preposition and the following
noun phrase:

3504 8-450 M 2did ‘wé hive to tike a liboratdry science for'#
2céllege éntrance'#

3178 8-46 K 2but ’I just cian't?/2sée'#2wélls and séptic tanks
that 2clése with!#f5rty thdusand *hémes they
expéct to build ddwn therel||

In spite of the phonological break in all these utterances, begin-
ning on p. 21, each of them is counted as one major sentence.

The fact that /'#/ can occur in so many places within a major
sentence may account for a large number of misplaced periods in
composition papers.

2.3 Further considerations in the counting
of major and minor sentences
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Two phonological phrases not forming a part of or composing a
major sentence will be regarded as one minor sentence if they are
phonologically linked, but as two minor sentences if they are not
phonologically linked. This arbitrary procedure is considered bet-
ter than having to argue in each case the question of whether two ad-
jacent minor sentences are linked in other ways.

A sequence of phonological phrases which are linked and form a
major sentence will nevertheless be regarded as a sequence of minor
sentences if the same speaker does not utter them all. This is an-
other arbitrary rule, but itis desirable to show when a major sentence

is the result of one person’s effort and when it is a joint composition,
as in the following examples:

1185 3-343 M %Sidney Harris siys péople that dén’t Zspéak?/
E *have néthing to ’s4y'#

However, in most cases where a sentence is finished by another
speaker, it is already a major sentence in the mouth of the first
speaker, and the second merely adds additional material, e.g.:

3526 8-480 E *w& want to the ’same ‘schéol'#
P %tw6 years ’liter!'#

Such a ‘tag’ by another speaker will be regarded as a separate minor

sentence, a procedure which is necessary because of cases like the
following:

3488 8-422 R ’that’s %3ll you &ver *sée of her'#
M 2in the ’mévie’/

where the tag is a question and not intended as a continuation of the
preceding sentence.

If a speaker is interrupted by another but continues his sentence
after the interruption, the two parts of the sentence, on either side
of the interruption, will be considered as separate, unless the speak-
er’s continuation of his utterance is not influenced by the interruption.

1498 4-218 M %we ire gding to gét a big 16ng *létter?/
2to’mSrrow!/'dr 2M6nday!/ de?scribing in
de*tgill/

P %réad them Z6ut' #' whit they 'dre'#
M 'whit we're sup3p65ed to d6%/%2and *nét d&'#
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Here the continuation of M's sentence is presumably the same as it
would have been had there been no interruption. The two utterances
of M are therefore counted as one major sentence.

1814 5-125 R *dd you tike 2b&ths?|
M ’néw!/'and 2thén'#
R Zin a 2tGb?||

In a tub could be interpreted as a part of the major sentence do you
take baths, but because of the intonation, both are obviously separate
questions, and M's utterance is not an interruption but the answer to
the first question. R's second utterance is almost certainly influ-
enced by M's answer to his first; it would very likely have been dif-
ferent had M's answer been different. Therefore, R's second utter-
ance is not counted as part of his first, a major sentence, but as a
separate minor sentence.

Very often the second speaker's utterance can hardly be consid-
ered an interruption. It is often a continuation of the utterance of the
first speaker, which it brings to completion as a major sentence.
The first speaker then either confirms or denies the continuation.

In such cases, the confirmation or denial, as well as the second
speaker’s continuation, is counted as a separate minor sentence,

e. g.:
1640 4-465 L ?I%/%had a whdle 3thing df/25f!/ uh!/
E ’whiskey'#2yéah'#
L Jyéah'# *whiskey?/
3380 8-301 R *né'#%it's%/%it's godt 2% tah!/
K 36h'#28h 3yéah'#3cirtain'4
R %a 3cdrtain’¥

The second and third utterances in each of these examples are each
counted as separate minor sentences.

Sometimes the second speaker’s utterance induces the first to
add more to his original sentence. Both these utterances, that of
the second speaker, and the continuation by the first speaker, if
they are not major sentences each by itself, are counted as separate
minor sentences, e.g.:

1614 4-424 K 2a small?/%6ne of thdse uh!/?céck!tail tibles
beside my ®chéir!/’to pit the!/'a *plite dn?/
2to put the >stdff dn'#
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R %a ?girbage hdlder'#
K 3yédah!/'for the *bdnes and things'#

3431 8-357 M 2what do }y8u think she should take!/'Betty'#
E ’what'#
M %in her sénior Jyéar'#

In these examples, both the utterance of the second speaker and the
second utterance of the first speaker are counted as separate minor
sentences.

There are a few sequences of two major sentences which, al-
though they are not connected by a conjunction, seem to be seman-
tically linked, and it is to be noted that they are also phonologically
linked. Such sequences have been counted as one major sentence,
e.g.:

1932 5-235 R ?they've czased to bt a con’véniencel!/lthty're

ald

ndisancel#

The same principle — that of semantic linkage — governs the
counting of major sentences connected by conjunctions. There are
a few monologues of some length in the corpus in which long strings
of major sentences which have no close grammatical or semantic
connection are connected by and, but, so, etc., e.g.:

1159 3-289 R *and thire was a’néther sich cise cdming
dp in the néxt Jwéek or twd'#

1160 3-291 R 2sd this giy turns aréund?l|®this offficial®/
2and hires??Uncle Harry to?/?represént the
*riilrdad# which he *did'#

1161 3-294 R Z%ang the cise came iip befdre the sime 3jl'ldgel#

1162 3-295 R 2and hd won 3th4t case!#6r the railrdad'#

1163 3-295 R 2354 the jiidge shys it ddesn’t maitter to 3y6u
zvbry miich Mister Béwman 3whése cdw is
gored?/ 3dées it'#

It seems grotesque to count all this material as one major sentence
simply because of the conjunctions, which perhaps function merely
as ‘don't interrupt’ signals. Consequently, the passage has been
counted as five major sentences, one per card, as shown. Itis con-
nected sequences like

1390 4-122 M 2wél11 1 *have to bé dn mYy *feet'#and my ’féet
hhve to be 2cémfortable!#
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1737 5-76 L 2the td8acher shys 2béyz'#%but thty're
*biwiyz'#

that are counted as one major sentence, in spite of the break on
/'#/ before the conjunction.

There is a problem in the treatment of tags like aren't they?
don't they? as in the following examples:

2762 7-145 M %théy gb to ’sléep?/3dén’t thay?/
2765 7-149 E 3they're smarter than *hémans'#24ren’t théy’/

and interpolations like the you know in the following example:

1129 3-245 E 2it'd be a 15t *chéaper®/?just to biy the
3récord!/'you *knéw?/%and pliy it'#

which are formally major sentences. They are quite numerous and
if included in the count of major sentences would greatly increase
their number. One of the important points to result from this study
is that major sentences considerably outnumber minor ones, even
in this type of discourse. It seems to the writer that this point is
more strongly made if the number of major sentences is not aug-
mented by these tags and interpolations, and therefore they have
been arbitrarily excluded from the count of major sentences; that
is, they are regarded as part of the major sentence with which they
occur and are not counted as separate sentences. Of course, they
are not included with the minor sentences, either.

There are some minor sentences that are followed by a subject-
predicate construction which is phonologically linked to the minor
sentence by extension of contour by addition of a monotone morpheme,

e.g.:

1100 3-215 R *Time'#'l 'think it was'#
192 1-204 M 3dsllar sixty->nine'#'you 's4id or sémething
like that'#
2392 6-209 M 3half /%1 2guéss?|
3379 8-301 K 2the 3béllows>/3ydu *méan?||

These could easily be interpreted as major sentences with a reversal
of the position of the object or complement, but Hill states, 'In a
superfix in which one of the morphemes is a monotone, the monotone
morpheme characterizes the dependent sentence.''® For this reason,
and because of the position of the elements, it is the writer's pleasure
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to consider the major sentence here as dependent on the minor one
and to count the whole construction as one minor sentence. This has
the advantage of not only characterizing the grammatical situation
more accurately, in the opinion of the writer, but it again enhances
the evidence in favor of the count of minor sentences in the corpus
and makes the preponderance of major sentences more spectacular.
Interjections such as Egl_l, my gosh, sure, yeah, etc., are very

frequent in the corpus. They often introduce an utterance and are
included in the same intonation pattern with it, e. g.:

3300 8-188 E 2well why do theéy hive to bé sd nirrow “minded'#
3301 8-188 M 2well the cdngre’gétion wduldn't kndw the
difference?/

Very often, introducing an utterance, they occur under a separate
intonation pattern, e. g

3302 8-188 E 3né'#’sémetime?/*whén ydu've gét a cSuple
of ?s6loists?/?MATrgedHARXXKHHRKXKKXK

795 2-482 E Jyéah!#?w&ll?/2in 3this 2uh?/’ci’ty in *Wylie's
story!|

790 2-478 E 2of 3céurse’/?well it would be?/*hideous'#

Still others are spoken as a response to another person’s utterance,
their function being that of attention or ‘message received’ signal,
e.g.:

753 2-432 E ’1 ?maan it was just little *blébs of staff?/
K *yéah'#

3437 8-365 K ‘whit was that méde of'#2didn’t *bdrn'#
R 3mica'#
K 2oh!'#

It seems to the writer that these interjections consitute a separate
class of minor sentence, in that they do not consist of morphemes that
have much lexical content, their grammatical functions is nil, or near-
ly so, and thus they add very little to the communication. Even their
function as attention signals is very slight, since the speakers can see
and are looking at each other. The considerable amount of breath
spent in their utterance would seem, however, to indicate that the

speakers attach some value to them; maybe they have a lubricating
or cushioning effect.
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On the other hand, there is a small number of interjections
which have a certain amount of content or which further the discourse

in some way. Some indicate an emotional attitude of the speaker,

e.g.:

3371 8-284 M %shé’s mére self-sufficient ardund *héme?/
’than *thése kids are'#
L 331l 2right?/

Speaker M then resumes. Speaker L is one of these kids.

3313 8-205 M %h 2déar'#%6u kndw I'm dn the ‘wigon D2ar?/

Speaker M is on a diet, which involves avoidance of alcohol. This
oh dear is her reaction to being offered a drink, as she feels her re-

sistance crumbling.

3355 8-264 M 2ySu knéw?/2where Mary &nded %ip?||?at the
po’lice station'#*which is *cléar’®/%acrdss
the 3r4ilroad 2tracks?/3thrée 2blécks?/
2straight a*héad'#

3356 8-275 R ’gdod grief'#

Other interjections are ansyers to questions, e.g.:

3135 8-16 M 2did you 2shév’el it?/
R 3sdrel#

In cases like the last four examples, where the interjection has some
communication value, and particularly where, as in 3371, 3356 and
3135, it is the only utterance of the speaker at that time, i.e., it is
not appended to more material from the same speaker, the interjec-
tion has been counted as a minor sentence. Where the interjection
simply functions as a colorless attention signal or as a sentence
starter, as in the other examples given, it has not been counted. To
count all interjections as minor sentences, though the writer wishes
to favor their count as far as possible, would, in her view, constitute

an unfair overloading of their number,
As stated in II.1, only subject-predicate sentences are counted
as major ones. Therefore, such subjectless sentences as

2886 7-265 M g5 and %tdrn that T 3 off!#
703 2-359 K 2%think 3573/
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even though the first type is the common ‘imperative,' usually ac-
corded status as a principal sentence type, and the lack of subject
in the second is due to ellipsis, are included in the count of minor
sentences. There are a few other subjectless sentences, also

counted as minor ones, which do not seem to be in either of these

two classes. Subjectless sentences are given fuller treatment in
1v.2.2.

2.4 Fragment defined and illustrated

As already mentioned, in addition to the major and minor sen-
tences in the corpus, there are utterances which are here called
fragments. A fragment is defined as an utterance which is broken
off abruptly. Features which distinguish a fragment from a minor
sentence are sudden cessation of phonation, often in the middle of
a word, and an incomplete intonation and stress pattern. Further,
the great majority of minor sentences consist of one or two sentence
components — a noun phrase, a prepositional phrase, etc. — and
the boundaries of an utterance consisting of a minor sentence will

be the boundaries of the sentence component of which it consists,
e.g.:

914A  3-59 K 2wdoden 2ddmbbells'#
190 1-204 M %in this quirter'#

A fragment, however, will very often be broken off in the middle of
such a component, e. g.:

1936A 5-242 R 3hé'll d3 it for abdut?
2970 7-340 R %well 3th4t is a%/
3461 8-385 M w2 just gdt a ’sméttering of it'#Zaldng with
a little 2Sh4kespé&are?||2and a little?/
735 2-410 R *wél1%/21 think they were ’drénk'#? chuse
tha3t's the?/

The break-off is often so abrupt that many fragments cannot properly
be said to end with a single-bar terminal, although they are so marked
in this paper.

The distinction between a minor sentence and a fragment is not
always clear. Where there is doubt, the utterance has been counted
with the minor sentences.

There is a slight problem as to what fragments should be counted.
When the utterance is abruptly broken off, as in the above ex-
amples, there is no problem; the utterance or the fragmentary part
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of it is counted as a fragment. But the question arises as to whether
to call a fragment every little hesitation that occurs in the delivery
of 2 major or minor sentence. If all these were counted, it would
make the number of fragments quite high and again, in the view of
the writer, unfairly overload the count of fragments.

Following are some of the situations in which fragments are
found in connection, mostly, with major sentences, with the writer's
decision as to whether the fragments in certain situations should be
counted or not.

Many major sentences are preceded by a fragment; the speaker
begins a construction, changes his mind, breaks it off, and begins
a new construction, which is generally carried to completion, e. g.:

2044 5-353 M 2wéll uh thdse’/*thése?/?’that mimeographed
Ishéet 5%/

2697 7-71 P 3whére's m¥y*/’are ydu réading my
2p&mphilet’/

1000 3-125 L 3Mém?2do ydu *knéw whiat a'#’Péggy didn't
kndw when a fish was a 3fish'#

2162 6-24 K zMé.rge3/zsaid she'd like to have 3g6tt:en a%
2whit's the little dne we saw to’dédy'#

3084 7-478 K Zhdw 3sméll you 1ok Pé&ggy compired to?/
*hd's a gréat big briiser'#

3253 8-120 K 2%it's 6n.the wiy to’/’when w2 tfirn &ast on
3séventy?/*we gd pist the rdad that gdes to
3this place'#

2960 7-331 R 3that’s¥?the 3célor in that's?/ 3éxcellent'#
3sn't it'#

336 1-392 E 2well I don’t 2think that?/*the f4ct is!|[*wére
thre?/?or *wéren't thére'#

The more lengthy of these 'false starts’ have been counted among
the fragments, but the shorter ones have seemed so insignificant
that they have not been counted, either as fragments or as minor
sentences. '

A speaker will often begin a sentence and then stop it abruptly
but, instead of starting a new construction, will repeat some of the
last of the utterance and then continue, e.g.:

296 1-343 E 3T ddn't want a récord of whit hé's 2léarned'/
2whit hé's léarned'||?as a sécond 3lé.nguag81“
2] want a récord of what 3wé’ve lédarned’/?as
a irst language'#
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These fragments have not been counted.

More often the speaker will utter an item of the same grammati-
cal function as the one preceding the break, doubtless intended to re-
place it as a correction, and then continue. Very often the word to
be replaced is not completely articulated, e.g.:

2371 6-189 K °I gdt an 2§1d%/3ca?/dlding *Kédak 4

3335 8-233 M %and her 3grandfather's been pick??taking
her 36ver thaerel#

1280 3-530 E ?sdme df thermn dén't aspirite initial 2sté?/
2vdiceless 2cénsonants?||

In other cases, the sentence continues a little beyond the word that
is later corrected before it is broken off, e. g-:

331 1-388 E zexcept 31 ddn't kndw of any Sca.nda.3hoov1a.ns

thhtz/3g1rlsz/2that were nimed *Erica?/2do lyou 2|
2108 5-474 M %we 3d3n’ t3/2d6 any?/?pit Anything 26n "em'#

In one case it is a lacuna that is filled in, e.g.:

1805 5-121 K %it'd make a %nice for ydur'/?thing for ydur
Sbathly

In many cases a phrase, or sometimes even a major sentence, in-
tervenes between the part of the sentence that is broken off and its
continuation, e.g.:

3600 8-599 K 2the féderal es’téte tix is thir¥/?well I
reécédlculited it 'beciuse thtre was some
mbre de’ddctions'# *twenty 2séven thdusand
3d611arsl#

1839 5-145 K *whit's kéeping Nash géz/zl call it *N4sh'#

2Américan Mbtors ¥6ing?/%is the JR&mbler'#

At times there is no correction, just an interpolation, after which
the first sentence is continued, e.g.:

3278 8-164 E 3Ring Z2L4rdner dnce wro®/?I 3think it was
Ring Lardner!||?wrbste?/?just a *wénderful
stdry abdut the dctogenarians in ‘Flérida'#

1603 4-401 R 356mebbdyl/zl ddn't kndw whd it *w&s%/2cdoked
ip the i*déa that 2th%/2it would bé& in 6ne thdusand
dyéars!#
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1291 4-6 K > huve linch with a *déctor??I don’t kndw
what kind of a déctor he 2{s'#2%at Hen’rici's'#

It would be a needless complication to count as a fragment and
a minor sentence or as two minor sentences the two parts of a major
sentence which is broken in one of the above ways. Consequently,
the two parts are counted as one major sentence, as if, in the last
example, e.g., the speaker had said:

31 have linch with a 3déctor?/2at Hen’rici’'s'#
The interpolation
2] don't kndw what Kind of a ddctor he %is'#

is counted as another major sentence. Where a sentence is broken
off and then resumed after a correction, there being no interpolation,
the utterance is counted as one major sentence, and the fragment is
not counted, as if on card 1280, e. g., the speaker had said:

Zcénsonantszll

Zs8me df them ddn't dspirite initial vdiceless
Many major sentences have a conjunction trailing after them
which concludes the utterance, e.g.:

2412 6-229 E ?and if I'd had the *Brilliant¥’gée¥?1 cbuld
have gdtten sdme >réal nice shéts and'/

3467 8-392 P averybddy hid to réad Tale of Twd 2Cities?||
la.ndl/

2691 7-65 E 2wéll if thdy're ’créoked?/?ydu kndw thdy
Znéed it?|| 2or¥

2553 6-440 M 2well are th¥y gding dn Assyrian bus?
3bésiness¥idr/

3425 8-349 M 2ydu can thke 2spéech?|| 2Zdrama and ’stdgecrift'#
201_2/

618 2-242 R Zhe ’sits 2déwn and Wh¥/
51 1-70 E *sdre?/?it isn't the sime as what thdy héar

frodm *ds3/2sd¥

The major sentences have been included in the count of major sen-
tences, but the conjunction has been counted as a fragment.



36 Spoken English: Minor and Fragmentary Sentences

Notes

~

1. A. Meillet, Introduction a 1'Etude Comparative des Langues
Indo-Européennes (Paris: Librairie Hachette, 1922), p. 355.

2. Loc. cit.

3. Loc. cit.

4. Op. cit., p. 372.
5. Op. cit., p. 336.
6. Ibid., p. 356.

7. Ibid., p. 256,

8. Loc. cit.

9. Op. cit., pp. 256ff.
10. Ibid., p. 257.
11. Ibid., p. 258.
12. Ibid.

13. Ibid., p. 355.



I11II. COUNT OF SENTENCES AND
TYPES OF SENTENCE IN THE CORPUS

A count of the sentences and fragments in the corpus shows that
there is a total of 4,245 sentences and fragments. Of these 1,258
have been counted as minor sentences and 157 as fragments. The
number of minor sentences and fragments, therefore, totaling 1,415,
constitutes exactly one-third of all the sentences in the corpus. If
a generalization may be made from this body of material, it can be
stated that while minor sentences constitute a significant proportion
of the sentences in informal conversation and no doubt play a very
important role in it, the major sentence is still the preponderant type,
outnumbering the minor sentence — and the fragment — two to one.

As stated on p. 18, subjectless sentences, that is, the impera-
tives, also those which hav? no subjects due to ellipsis, and a few
others to be discussed later, have been counted as minor sentences.
There are 328 subjectless sentences, 140 of them imperatives. If
these subjectless sentences were counted as major ones, the number
of major sentences would be 3,158, as against 1,087 minor sentences
and fragments. The major sentences then would constitute virtually
75 per cent of the total number of sentences in the corpus.

Of the minor sentences in the corpus, not excluding the subject-
less sentences, which constitute 27 per cent of the total number of
minor sentences, nearly half, or about 46 per cent, consist solely
of nouns or nominal phrases. The next largest category, after the
subjectless sentence, is the subordinate clause, a subject-predicate
construction beginning with a subordinating pronoun or conjunction.
These constitute about 10 per cent of the number of minor sentences.
Prepositional phrases account for about 6 per cent, phrases with ad-~
jective head for about 4 per cent, and phrases with adverb head for
about 3 per cent. The remaining 4 per cent consist of miscellaneous
iterns, such as utterances consisting of inlerrogatives, e. g.: Where?
M? Mn_ot? etc,, and exclamations, e.g., Sure! Well! Gosh!
when these are counted at all.




IV. CLASSIFICATION OF MINOR SENTENCES

The next matter of interest will be to classify the minor sentences
and, in so doing, to discover the various kinds of their raison d’étre,
that is, to find what advantage the minor sentence affords the speakers.
As we have seen, they are quite adept at forming major sentences.
Why do they use minor sentences at all? How are minor sentences
useful in this type of discourse?

Examining minor sentences in relation to the total discourse, one
finds that they fall into two broad groups. The sentences in the first
of these groups have a close connection with an adjacent — usually a
a preceding — major sentence; in fact, considered without the adja-
cent major sentence, they lose most of their significance. Such sen-
tences will be called dependent minor sentences. The sentences in
the second group have a looser connection with the adjacent major
sentences, in that they do not depend on them for their significance;
that is, they derive no more significance from the adjacent major
sentences than any sentence does from its context. These sentences
will be called independent minor sentences.

1. Dependent Minor Sentences

A little over half of the minor sentences are dependent, but if
the subjectless sentences were counted as major rather than as minor
sentences, the proportion of dependent minor sentences to the inde-
pendent ones — all but a very few of the subjectless sentences having
been classified as independent — would be nearly three to one.

Not all of these sentences are dependent upon an immediately
preceding major sentence. Some of them are immediately dependent
on an adjacent minor sentence which is, in turn, dependent on a major
one, e.g.:

2722 7-111 M %is she *héppy'#?she wdn’t even *spéak 2to
3méZ/
2723 7-111 K *whé'%#
P 3Béots'#
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M 3Béots'#
K *hah¥
2724 7-112 M 3Béots'#
2747 7-133 K %she dnly has 3dne girl'#Hén't Zshe?/
2748 7-134 P 2twé'#
M *twd'#
2749 7-134 R *tw6%/*twé'#twd Zpdir'#
2750 7-134 M 3twd *béysi|?and twd 3girls'#
2832 7-212 R *héw mbch does a battery 3c6st?/2Kén?/
2833 7-212 K 2thirty-five 2déllars?|
2834 7-213 R *%thir’ty->five ’déllars?/
3297 8-186 M %that's the wdrst ’part of it'#2trying to s&parite

the 3wérds'#
3298 8-187 P 2séparite whét wdrds'#
3299 8-188 M %the 3wérds to this thing'#

1.1 Class A

The minor sentences in this class could be expanded to major
ones simply by repeating material from the preceding sentence, 2
procedure which would not change their function in the discourse.
Under these circumstances, the fact that a sentence is in a minor
form would have two principal advantages. The first is simple
economy: the avoidance pf repetition of work that has already been
done. The second advantage is probably the most important: the
avoidance of the monotony that would.ensue from repetition. The
avoidance of monotony would have two results, the first simply es-
thetic, and the second the more practical one of helping the speaker
to hold his place in the conversational sun. The speakers here treat
each other courteously and do not often flagrantly break in on one
another, but cne may imagine that a person hearing again what had
just been uttered might not be able to overcome a temptation to in-
terrupt.

The minor sentences which could be expanded to major ones by
using material just uttered in a major sentence are called class A.
This is the largest class of dependent minor sentences, comprising
about 47 per cent of them.

In over half of the cases in class A, the material from the pre-
ceding major sentence could be repeated verbatim, e. g.: (both sen-
tences are given in the citations which follow)

3519 8-474 M zyou miist havez/zfor3g6ttenz/2'cause 1 knéw
they did'#
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E *may’bé?¥ (they did could be repeated after
the minor sentence)

710 2-366 R *wéll it was just *mirder'#

711 2-366 K 3cérelessness’/'thit's 411'# (it was could be
repeated at the beginning of the minor sen-
tence)

In the remaining cases the material from the preceding sentence
that could be repeated would have to be changed as to grammatical
form.

Sometimes there would have to be a change in the form of the
verb, e.g.:

953 3-83 L 2whit does he ’bréathe with'#

954 3-83 R *lings'# (breathe would have to be changed
to breathes to make he breathes with lungs)

A change in the form of the noun would be necessary here.

2747 7-133 K 2shé ®nly his 36ne girl'/?dén’t 2she?/
2748 7-134 P *twé'# (girl would have to be changed to
girls to make she has two girls

Often a change in pronoun would be necessary, e.g.:

2463 6-318 M 2ydu don't hive to gé dn Any side striets'#

2464 6-320 R *half a bléck on 2Gréce Street?/ (you would
have to be changed to I, to make I have to
go half a block on Grace Street) h

When the major sentence is a question and the minor one the
answer to it, a change in word order would often be required, e.g.:

499 2-102 M ‘3thdy've zgat it at 2411%/*the &ntrances of the
Scity ndw?||*what %is it'#

500 2-104 K ’spéed'#2radhr *timed'# (This could be pre-
ceded by it is, a reversal of is it in the pre-
ceding sentence)

In a very few cases a contraction would have to be changed to a
full form, e.g.:

563 2-160 K 3whd’s watching 2télevision'# Zanybddy?/
(this could be expanded to is anybody
watching television? using the full form is)
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In about twenty cases, more material in addition to that from
the preceding sentence would have to be supplied, a form of do or
be, or an article or a preposition, e. g.:

2911 7-286 E 2whére was >th4t tiken'#
2912 7-287 K *Hélen’s hduse'# (at would have to be supplied
to make that was taken at Helen's house)

1106 3-218 K *whs ’pldys it?/'Péggy'||?Présley?/’huh?/
(does would have to be supplied to make
does Presley play it?)

1287 4-4 M %hiaving andther fight abdut religion with
her *sister'#

1288 4-4 M %all they %t4lk abdut whan'/%they gdt
to'géther'# (is would have to be supplied
to make religT(;n is all they talk about)

In about twenty cases the minor sentence is negative, while
the preceding sentence is positive, or vice versa, which would
necessitate various changes, e.g.:

2413 6-230 R Wwéll’/2you *did gét some gdod dnes'#

2414 6-232 E 2w2ll néthing ydu could bléw *ip’/!like
the 6nes in *Egypt'# (several changes
would have to be made to give I didn't
get anything, etc.) B

In a very few cases lexical items in the major sentence pre-
ceding the minor one would have to be changed, e.g.:

1073 3-190 R %the ’mdnéxide will gét you?/*véry
2sdddenly'#

1074 3-191 R 2and the *didxide?/%a little %16nger'#
(will take could be inserted after dioxide,

but not will get or will get you)

Of course, in many cases more than one of these changes would
have to be made in the material from the preceding major sentence,

e.g.:

1962 5-269 M 2whit are you *sdying'#

1963 5-269 L >dég'# (I am saying ‘dog’ would require
change in word order,_fc—arm of verb, and
form of pronoun)
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The minor sentences in class A seem to have been uttered for
the following purposes:
With the intention of correcting an item in the preceding sen-

tence, e.g.:

1829 5-136 M >Chrysler is the stdck to biy'#

1830 5-136 K ’né'#2Américan *Métors' #

2486 6-362 R 2is *Kildire the néxt dne to ‘Kéeler?||
2487 6-363 E ’n&'#Tripp'#

1841 5-150 K ®maérged with 2P4ckard'#!didn’t thay?|
1842 5-150 M 2Hdd?/'sdon'#

Correction accounts for about 18 per cent of the minor sentences in
class A.

With the intention of stating in a different way an item in the
preceding sentence. It may be a lexical item, usually, but not al-
ways, a noun, that is restated by another noun, a pronoun by a noun,
a relative conjunction restated by a subordinate clause, or an item
restated by an interrogative, e.g.:

1486 4-207 E 2she’s uh?/2allérgic to ’éverything'#2hrh?/

1487 4-207 M 3*héuse diust?/ (restates everything)

1182 3-341 R 2s4fest way is?/!'néver 'spéak'#

1183 3-342 E *néver siy ’nittin'# (restates never speak)

976 3-98 R 2and they hive i uh?/?bléod supplir‘" 2that is abodut

thrée or fdur >times?%as mich as they ’néed'#

K 26n?/

977 3-100 R 2a *hdge a’mébunt of &xtra *bléod'# (restates

a blood supply that is about three or four
times as much as they need)

636 2-266 M 2well *y6u %knéw why¢?/%they d6n't?/*méntion
it!#

637 2-267 R ®beciuse hd?/’ggged %the Japa’nése’/’into
at*tfcking us'# (restates why)

1518 4-243 R *well thit >hérse that you kéep in the basement?/
that would make >4nybddy allérgic'#

1520 4-243 M 2the %vhétz" (restates that horse)

1823 5-132 K 2they 52y it's a gdod in’véstment right now'#
Américan *Métors at séven and a half?|
(restates it)
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Nearly 50 per cent of the sentences in class A perform the function

of restatement. .
The remaining 35 per cent of the sentences 1n class A restate

something in the preceding sentence, but they give more information
about it, or add to it. Their function is one of supplementation, e.g.:

1435 4-158 R 2and dh?/*6nce %ydu hive?/2réally?/Xinder?stSod! #
2the Jdétailsz”zof the *sélar system'#2whenéver
anybddy %télls ydu?/%anything about the 2{nflu-
ence?/%of the 2plénets"‘"

2the ®mdon’s?/2gding dver Ulrdnus’/?or

1436

1435

57

3250
3251

3260
3261

4-159 M

4-159

1-76

8-116
8-117

8-129
8-129

R

K
R
R
K

2
2
2

sémething?||
the inflience of D&lla 2Stélla?/2ydu’ll jast?/
dlmost *bist laughing'# (the two minor

sentences, M's utterance and the influence
of Della Stella, restate and supplement the

i

nfluence of the planets)

3wé&11%/%but the thing of saw?||2was *dnder?/2a

4

r{ilrdad track!'#%céuple of *hébdes'# (the

minor sentence couple of hoboes supplements
under a railroad track)

2y&ah it's just twd miles from our *céttage'#

2

2

i Jhri’/?right at the &nd of forty-%five'#
3&verybddy likes a %picnic'#
but (Grdmpa'# (supplements everybody)

Many answers to questions beginning with who, what, when, etc.,
are included here, since the minor sentence restates the interroga-
tive and adds supplementary information to the major sentence, e.g.:

2075
2076

2832
2833

316
317

5-421
5-421

7-212
7-212

1-369
1-369

R %whéreabduts %is it'#20n *Démpster ydu siy?/
K %just @ast of the *high school'#

M héw muich does a battery cést?/2Kén?/
K 2thirty-five 2d&llars?|

M 2whére does shé Jlive! #

E

3

néar the ini?vérsity?|

Answers to simple questions also often fall in this category,
the function being purely one of supplementation, e.g.:

511 2-115 K 2d5 ydu réad Gasoline Alley in the 2cémics?||
512 2-115 R

2

s6metimes?/
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2634 7-13 K %but wén't Etz/lﬁhl/zdezgérPerhte"'/
2635 7-14 R %né'#%Gh 4h%/*ndt in thit time'#

1814 5-125 R 2db you take *b4ths?|
1815 5-125 M >néw!/'and thén'#

2390 6-205 K 'was it 2y6urs¥
2391 6-207 M ®mine and ®Rith's¥

The line between supplementation and restatement is not always
clear, so that some examples have been arbitrarily included in one
category or the other.

1.2 Class B

Of the minor sentences dependent on a preceding major one,
about 26 per cent are or contain a repetition of an item in the major
sentence. These minor sentences, like the ones in class A, could
be made major ones by repetition of more material from the pre-
ceding major sentence, but in that case the second utterance would
be, for the most part, merely a verbatim repetition of the first.

To repeat only part of the preceding material, and therefore to utter
a minor sentence, has the function of extracting part of the preceding
utterance from its surroundings and holding it up naked, so to speak,
for inspection. This is apparently the raison d'&tre of the class B
minor sentences.

The minor sentences in this class fall into two categories:

The minor sentence consists entirely of the repetition, or, if
there is other material in the minor sentence, this is separated
from the repetition by a terminal juncture, e.g.:

/
24 1-25 R *they're ‘ignorant’/%in English?/
25 1-25 E %in *English'#%yés?/?yés'#

Two-thirds of the sentences in class B are of this type.
The minor sentence has other material besides the repetition,
from which it is not separated by any kind of terminal juncture, e.g.:

1203 3-371 E Zhe 4réally géts the 3féel bfZ/be this just
3slightly sibstiandard 2English'#
1207 3-375 M 2hardly 3slightly?/2it’s *prétty's

The additional material, as in the above example, usually modifies
the item repeated from the major sentence. In a few cases the new
material is interrogative, e, g.:
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2802 7-183 R ’you’ve gdt a néw battery'#%f>/2your
tréuble whs’/Zndthing but ’sidlphiting'#
2803 7-185 K 'was whé&t¥/

3297 8-186 M Zthit’'s the wdrst 3part of itlg 2trying to
séparite the *wérdsl#
3298 8-187 P 2separate 3what wdrds'#

In a very few cases, the additional material is of such minor im-
portance as to be almost negligible — an article, an exclamation,
or a conjunction tying the repetition to material across the single

bar, e.g.:

2574 6-477 K *picic6lo’s*/?the *ndme df it]]|
2575 6-477 E 2a ’piccold'#

1628 4-440 E 2?ste that ‘tirkey's fall of 2bénes'#
1629 4-440 K 2and féet'#
1631 4-442 R 2%the *bill¥Zand the 3f&et!#

This class of minor sentence has several functions, as follows:

Where important material is added to the repetition, the repeti-
tion evidently has been made for the purpose of expressing this new
material, that is, the repetition is something on which to hang the
new material and give it.a context, e.g.:

2767 7-150 R zthey've got ‘far 3cciatsli!lll‘téol#
2769 7-152 E %y®ah thdse ’built-in fQr 2céats'#

1019 3-139 K 2what do the *gills d&'#3strdin the?/ *dxygen
23ut of the >witer¥

-

1021 3-141 R 2nét thd ¥h'/2A 2 30 sxygen'#

Where no new material, or no important new material, is added,
the repetitions have evidently been made, that is, the expressions
have been pulled out of the preceding sentence and held up for the

following purposes:
Simply to single out the expression and direct attention to it,

34 1-41 R *gée’/’there were a Zbdnch?/%of 2Sdnday”/
2qrivers?/?6ut’/tthis 24fte r¥/%néon?/
35 1-41 M Joh *wéll¥/?Stnday %drivers?|

In a couple of cases, the item is announced as the subject of further
discourse, e.g.:
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3469 8-392 E %I réad a Tale of Twd Cities by my?sélf'#
3470 8-395 R %A 3Tale of Twd “Cities'#’didn’t Sidney
Carton gt his héad chdpped 5ff very ndbly'#
709 2-364 R 2it's ’just like the Ti’t4nic'#?all 26ver
agiin'#
710 2-366 R 2ndw the Ti’tdnic?/*wéll it was just *mirder'#

There are about ten examples of singling an item out for contem-

plation or as the subject of further discourse.
For the purpose of affirming what the preceding speaker has

said, e.g.:

1013 3-135 R 'thty're cbld bléoded'#
1014 3-135 M 2cdld *bléoded'#

1957 5-267 L Jpérrol#
1958 5-268 E 3th4t's right'#3pérrol#

Some of these are answers to questions, e. g.:

3463 8-388 M 2you h2d Silas *M4rner?|| 2in ydur sécond
2yéar?|
3464 8-389 E *yéah?/®Silas 2M4rner'#
926 3-67 R *whiat in héaven's nime is géneral ?science'#
927 3-67 L 3science'#

2057 5-387 K %was my 3shrine pin dn that¥
2058 5-388 M ‘wias?/?y2ah'#2ndt néwl#

In a few cases the repetition is made by request:

568 2-168 E %well 3y6u weren't *hére for the?/’bire Zriig
4jitterbﬁgz/zMﬁrgez/

569 2-168 M *I've séen e’nugh¥?of 3th4t¥/

570 2-169 K %the *wh4t¥y

571 2-169 E the %bare rig ’jitter¥%jitterblg'#

About 26 per cent of the sentences in class B are for the purpose of

affirmation.
There are seven pronunciation corrections, which, of course,

are not exact repetitions, but they are repetitions of the same item

as uttered previously, e, Eg.:
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3147 8-24 K 2and I g6t a ’télephone cill from Mr.
INéwman?/%winted to ?sée ma?/

3148 8-25 M *Néhman'#
1732 5-73 L %héw do fldating biwiyz *hélp them!'#
1733 5-74 R Zbéyz'#

In about 20 per cent of the sentences in class B, the speaker
registers an emotional reaction to an item by repeating it with a

particular ‘tone of voice,’ among the most prominent components

of which is the intonation. Surprise is registered, e.g.:

256 1-304 E 31 2thtSught?‘/zyou Zséid"‘/zyou could 2d¢ it?/

2with six *inches®/%of ’tdpe'#
257 1-306 E ?six *inches?/

1050 3-163 R 2and if you 180k into your 26wn thrdat?||?you
can sée the drches whare nce ’ydu had
gills like that!#

1051 3-166 L 3gills?/

A few repetitions are made for emphasis, e.g.:

1134 3-249 M %you get *fiftden minutes of com?mércials?/
2and.five minutes of récords!#2Fifteen
minutes of com?mércials?/%and five minutes
of 2récords'#

There is an element of irony in some of the repetitions, e.g.:

3506A 8-454 E 2 téok *bétany?/>6niy'#
3507 8-454 M 26h%/%bdtany'#%théy don’t dven ‘h4ve bdtany'/
lin this 'Sutfit!'#
2111 5-480 M %she sdid you méan you want a fincy Zwrép"‘"
2112 5-480 M 2and I said ’yé&s'4
2113 5-480 M 2wéll?|| *fancy *wrap'#

In a few cases something like contempt and scorn is registered, e.g.:

2659 7-43 E 2whit do thdy dé'#2jast live in the 2dérmitdry?|
2660 7-43 M 2d6rmitdry?/?they’'re in an a’partment!'#

1203 3-371 E 2he *réally ®gets the *féel df2/2df this just
’slightly sdbstindard 2English!# (More
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conversation, plus reading from the author
in question, the English being spectacularly
substandard)

1221 3-403 M *just %slightly sibstandard'#

1.3 Class C

In this class are minor sentences or fragments which are
brought to completion as major sentences by material following ut-
tered by a second speaker, or by the same speaker after an inter-
ruption or interpolation under the circumstances described at the
beginning of the second paragraph of II.2.3. An example of the first
speaker’s completion of his own sentence is given at the bottom of
'p. 26. Examples of completion by a second speaker are:

3588 8-580 E ’né'#2it 3isn’'t abdut péople?||?it’'s absut dh?/
3589 8-580 M 2%pe’culi’4rities?/%of 3péopile's Jspéech'#
1745 5-80 L %in the back of the *b&ok it?/

1746 5-80 M %says 2bdwiyz!#

3388 8-315 R *y&ah?/2it winds ardund a uh?/

3389 8-315 M 3spindle!#

Only a very small proportion, about 5 per cent, of the minor
sentences and fragments which are dependent upon a major sentence
(here they constitute part of it) are in class C.

1.4 Class D

In this class, the minor sentence forms the last part of a major
sentence begun in the preceding utterance.

In 29 cases, where the previous utterance is not a major sen-
tence, the following minor sentence makes it so. Examples are
the final parts on cards 1640 and 3380 on p. 27 and of the last three
examples above,

More often the previous utterance is a major sentence, and the
following minor one fits right on to the end of it, extending it, e.g.,
card 3526 on p. 26. Sometimes the addition to the sentence is of-
fered provisionally, on rising intonation, e.g., card 3488 on p. 26.

However, in one or two cases, the addition makes of a preceding
major sentence a minor one, e.g.:

2153 6-15 K %I don't 2knéw of any?/2do ’ydu’/
R *né'#
2154 6-15 K 2unléss that *sm4112/2uh ’Rdmbler?/
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1.5 Class E

For about 6 per cent of the dependent minor sentences, those
in class E, the connection is with the following, rather than the
preceding, major sentence.

Twelve of the minor sentences in this class are nominal phrases
which are incorporated into the following major sentence by being
repeated therein, either verbatim or by reference by means of a

pronoun, €. g.:

1678 5-19 R 3Cc:‘)urage 2C6ve'#iwhere's Céurage 2C6vel#
1158 3-288 R !an dld 2céw worth abdut!/!a 2déllar and a
2h41£3/%he got a hiindred *déllars for it'#

Twenty are minor sentences or fragments evidently intended as
the beginnings of sentences. They are repeated and ultimately com-
pleted as major sentences after an interruption, e.g.:

427 2-42 E 2%when the *light flashes?||?than?/

428 2-42 R %thére's a Jbiftton on the!/%frént?/2miaybe
if you pish *that’/

429 2-43 E %when the ’light flishes?|| thén you're
re’cdrding' #

In ten cases the minor sehtence or fragment is not repeated verba-
tim at the beginning of the major sentence, as it was in the last ex-
ample, but is represented by a substitute such as a pronoun, e. g-:

1335 4-47 M 2wéll1%/?the 8nly thing *f kndow absut?/?thadt®/
%is that *Vésper Used to siy?/%and *Vésper
was a fanatic?/%a great?/

K XXXXXAXXXXXX

1336 4-49 M ’shé used to siy?/2that?/%or at léast she

said *xxxgxxx'#

In some of these latter cases there is no interruption; the speaker
simply repeats himself by giving a pronoun for part of the minor

sentence or fragment, as in the first example below, or a noun in-
stead of a pronoun which is in the minor sentence or fragment, as

in the second example:

273 1-320 R ’réading would b&?/2th4t would be?/?like
Zspéech"‘”
2325 6-144 M 2they wéreznzthe bblts were dpside *déwn on
the wréng?/%side*/%or *sémething?/
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The raison d’&tre of the minor sentence form of these last three
classes of dependent minor sentences is quite different from that of
the first two classes. The utterances in classes A and B were de-
liberately in minor sentence form; they were intended as minor sen-
tences by their speakers. In contrast, those in class C were in-
tended as the beginnings of major sentences, and they eventually do
arrive at this condition. Many of those in class D are for the pur-
pose of making those in class C major sentences or of adding to
sentences already in major form. The utterances in class E are
either for the purpose of introducing a major sentence, into which
they are later incorporated, or they were intended, like those of
class C, as the beginnings of major sentences. What happens to the
sentences and fragments in classes C and E, and the fact that those
in class D occur, is an indication that the impulse to form major
sentences must be quite strong, even in casual discourse like this.

2. Independent Minor Sentences and Fragments

The minor sentences and fragments which have no connection
with or dependence upon a major sentence are of the following types.

2.1 Sentences abandoned before completion

Sentences which are simply abandoned by the speaker before
conclusion are all counted as fragments and have already been de-
scribed under II.2.4, beginning on p. 32. As stated in III, on p. 37,
157 utterances have been counted as fragments. This is 11 per cent
of the total number of minor sentences and fragments. To recapit-
ulate what was said in II.2.4, and to give further examples, there
are three main classes of fragments:

Those which are a false start, after which the speaker begins

a new sentence, e.g.:

336 1-392 E ?well T don’t think that?/*he *f4ct is!||’wére
there?/%or *wéren't thére'#

697 2-353 E 36ur 2gréat civil de’fénse which uh?/%our
*6nly 2defénse is to gét dut of Chi’c4go'#
2as fast 2as we Jcan'#

Those which result when a sentence is broken off and never re-

sumed. The speaker is either interrupted or merely quits, e.g.:
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44 1-54 M 3they %can’t put into a!/
53 1-71 E *wéll?/%don't }yéu’/?gét a kind of a?/
204 1-220 R 2well *héw 2will it 3béther you if thay?/2if
ydu just fill 26ut?/

Those which result when the speaker has uttered a major sen-
tence and then utters a conjunction or a subordinator, e.g.:

717 2-373 R 2and %*6ne of thése didn't have any bi’néculars'#
24nd dh?/
117 1-135 M *shé’ll néver hdar abdut it?||2or?/>4nything'#
Ibut!/
993 3-118 E *né%/*I can play it at 2sch6ol¥/2dr Gh?/
3318 8-215 M “tdke that Uh*/2Gérman in ydur third Jyear'#
Zinstéad of?/
2420 6-237 K %but ’I'm gdonna witch!#%if it's réal *c61d?/
Zthe ’shidtter spted gdes wiy déwn'#'becduse
ah!/

Fragments which are not ultimately brought to completion as
major sentences constitute 28 per cent of the independent minor
sentences and fragments.

2.2 Subjectless sentences

As already mentioned, there is in the corpus a considerable
number of sentences which have a verb focus but nothing that can be
analyzed as the subject of the verb. These constitute 43 per cent of
the independent minor sentences.

2.21 Imperative sentences

A little over a third of these sentences function as commands,

imperatives, or requests, e.g.:

1368 4-87 R 2don’t tdlk to dny of the higher-Zips'#
1802 5-118 M ’*piit them *b4ck'#
1701 5-36 L 2w4it a minute'#

2.22 Elliptical sentences

Nearly half of the subjectless sentences are in this form because
a process of ellipsis of the first one or two weak or tertiary-stressed
syllables has evidently taken away the subject, as well as, in many
cases, other material.
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It may be of interest to examine all the sentences which seem
to have undergone ellipsis of this kind in order to discover what the
grammatical elements are which may be thus removed. Following
is a list of such elements, with examples. The item believed to
have been ‘lost’ due to ellipsis is indicated in parentheses following
the example.

An article, definite or indefinite:

3265 8-134 R 2témperatire’s thirty-2f6ur'# (the)
1730 5-70 K 22°14rm goes 6if'# (the) _—
2017 5-313 K 2féllow I *knéw?/2came 2bick’/ (a)

1997 5-293 M 3n6?/21t's %dp thére?/’shért 6ne'# (the)

In the entire corpus there are only 28 instances of the omission of
an article.

A possessive adjective:
456 2-67 K 2house is !painted 3t60% (their)

This is the only instance of the omission of a possessive adjective.

A conjunctiomn:

3023 7-391 K ’y6u %gdys go *déwnhill with a?/%with a
?s1éd %or to’bbggan?/?for *Géd's sikes
miss that *bénch'# (if)

943 3-79 L 2far as ’f kndw hé's a 2mammal?| (as)

1075 3-193 K 2want to dd it *quick’/2stirt with a c3ld
*éngine'# (if you)

These are the only cases in which there seems to have been omission
of a conjunction.

A preposition:

238 1-275 M 2c6urse the stdff that *hé ddes?/%is réally
}cémplicated'# (of)
2424 6-241 K *well?/%there's 3s?mething in thére?/%that
théy Jsdy yodu?/?gdtta *witch?/?or your
*shitter 2spéed will be d4lmost *stSpped!#
*réal cdld waather'# (in)
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There are three more instances of the omission of the of in of course.
These and the examples above are the only instances of the omission
of a preposition.

A verb or verbal auxiliary:

1883 5-181 M you gdt a re’tdiner fée?| (have)

1652 4-475 R you a Zbunny “ (are)

1111 3-223 K 231l your 3hémewdrk déne Bitch?/ (1s)
2046 5-356 R Zshé that zbigz/z *601’/ (is)

533 2-129 K péople living in them " (were)

989 3-115 L you gdnna play it while wa're 2hére?|| (are)
2713 7-100 M 2inybddy want to biy a ’ticket to the Shrine

c1rcusZ" (does)
2339 6-159 P 2shé gd to “béd’/%al’réa‘dy*/ (did)

There are only ten of these. All of them are questions with rising
intonation. The only main verb omitted is a present tense form of
be, specifically is and are. There are only four unequivocal in-
stances of the omission of a main verb.

There, alone or with a form of E, sometimes with an article:

2759 7-145 R 26ught to be a 15t of *déer ardund there'#
(there)

2423 6-241 R %shéuldn’t ’bé any 6i1%/ (there)

1024 3-145 K %no éxygen “thére'# (there is)

1088 3-203 K 2t60 many ’péople in dne 2:6om!# (there

were)

1779 5-103 R zmore'Pflsh'# (there are)

2845 7-225 K 2né?’big 2difference'# (there is a)

2358 6-178 K ’twd df ‘em broken down’stdirs'# (there are)

920 3-63 E any cém’mants’/ (are there)

The subject of the sentence:

82 1-100 M 2cduldn’t kéep him a’réund any mére'# (they)

382 1-464 R %can't keep the twd 2lines?/2of thdéught
Zséparate'# (1)

422 2-38 K 2s3y you ‘dre gb1ng 6ff the wagon?/ (you)

690 2-347 K 2depénds on whare the *b&mb landSZ/ZI
sup?pése?|| (it)
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1317 4-26 R >climbed %ip?/%6n a hill?/’3ll dréssed in
white 2nightgdwns?/ (they)
1512 4-236 L Zhive to gét rid of 4ll our stiffed ’4nimals'#

(we)

There are 83 instances of the omission of the subject alone from

the sentence.

The subject and an auxiliary verb:

1113 3-224 K 2shdw grampa your %péintings?|| (did you)

1287 4-4 M %having andther fight abdut religion with
her *sister'# (she is)

1304 4-16 K Zgdt a féw more Zip thére'# (they have)

1333 4-45 K ’been in déep fréeze for an *héur?/ (it has)

1509 4-235 L 2gét to gét rid of 24ll our stiffed Z¢’mir—na_1;r“
(we have)

1577 4-335 K “want some 2hélp¥| (do you)

1020 3-139 K *strdin the?/?3xygen dut of the *water?/
(d_o they)

2725 7-113 M %so dis?gdsted with her?/ (I was)

2059 5-388 K ?be bick by Sinday?/%or Siturday’/ (will it)

478 2-89 K ’squéezed for *rént'# (they were being_)—

There are 101 sentences from which the subject and all or part of
the verb are missing.

That the omission of weak-stressed syllables from the begin-
ning of an utterance is a process which actually operates in the lang-
uage seems clear enough from the above examples and particularly
so in view of the fact that there are instances where the speaker
supplies the missing material in a further utterance, usually phono-
logically dependent on the first, e.g.:

1973 5-265 K 2gé&t some money 2b4ck’/*t60%/?we 2shéuld?/
1841 5-150 K ®mérged with P4ckard'#'didn't 2thay?/

A response by another speaker sometimes clearly indicates his un-
derstanding that unuttered material was intended and of what it is,
e.g.:

1885 5-182 M 2t&11 him?||
1886 5-182 K ?I *t6ld him?/%yé&ah'#
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As stated before, all the sentences which have no subjects are
counted as minor sentences. Most of them are independent minor
sentences, but a few do have a dependence on a nearby major sen-
tence. Some of them are in class A of dependent minor sentences,

e.g.:

946 3-76 R Xs the ¢lephant a zmc‘imma.lz”
L 3yéah'y
947 3-79 R 21boks mbdre like a *hbése cart?
381 1-463 R 3welll 3will'#'but I 2can’'t'#
382 1-464 R Zcin't kdep the twd Zlines?/?of thdught 2séparate'#

In all of these cases subjects could be supplied from the preceding
sentence. Several subjectless sentences are in class B, e.g.:

691 2-347 K ’miy*be dur 2céttage?/*bily wasn't tdo *bad?/
2if wd can gt 3&ut?/?gdt 36ut in time?||
692 2-349 E 2g&t 36ut thére¥y&ah'#

250 1-299 M %th¥n you?/?tirn it 36ver'#
251 1-301 E 2%tdirn it *63ver?/

Here the material repeated from the preceding sentence is a verb
phrase. Further examples are cards 2803 and 3298, quoted on p.
45. Several subjectless sentences are in class D, where the pre-
ceding class C sentence has stopped after the subject and the class
D sentence supplies the predicate, e.g., card 1746, quoted on p- 48,
and the following, which adds another verb to a predicate already
present in the class C sentence:

618 2-242 R %he 3sits 2d6wn and “h%/
619 2-243 K Zplays gblf'#

There are three or four independent subjectless sentences be-
ginning with why or why not which are probably elliptical, i.e., c¢a-
pable of expansion with a subject, and an auxiliary verb, in most
cases, e.g.:

146 1-175 M 2why hlve a ’scéne abdut it'#
1393 4-125 L *why war thdse at 511§
140 1-161 E *why ndt mike a *déal with her'#
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Should we would make a major sentence of the first example, and
do you do you of the second. However, the speaker of the third would be
more likely to say why don't you, rather than why do you not, so

expansion of this example would involve further changes.

2.23 The problem of distinguishing between
imperative sentences and those which
have undergone ellipsis of the subject

A point of considerable interest to the writer is that, with the
exception of the above sentences beginning with why, a sentence
which has no subject and whose verb is in the simple form, with the
possible exception also of those which have rising intonation, e. g.:
cards 1113, 1577, 1020, 2059, 1885, on p. 54, and 251, on p. 55,
are indistinguishable in form from the favorite type of imperative
sentence, e. g., the examples given in IV.2.21 on p. 51 and the fol-
lowing:

398 2-14 M 2Kén?/2ddn’t tell any 3stéries?/

This raises the question as to whether, in conversational English,
at least, the imperative sentence should be regarded as a separate
form class.

That many of the non-imperative sentences are elliptical does
not offer much help. Because of the presence in the corpus of such
sentences as:

3236 8-97 M %you ’pick iip ydur? *}jink hre'#will you
pléase?||
1654 4-482 L *2verybddy 3cdme and *sit *d6éwn?/

which certainly have an imperative function, all of the subjectless
sentences which have such a function may be said to be elliptical.

2.24 A third class of subjectless sentence

Of even more interest, however, is the presence in the corpus
of a considerable number of subjectless sentences, with simple-form
verbs, which have no imperative function whatever and which cannot,
so it seems to this writer, be safely called elliptical. At least they
are not elliptical in the sense that there is an unequivocal choice of
material with which they could be expanded so as to become major
sentences; further, in most cases, any material which might so ex-
pand them is much more lengthy than one or two weak-stressed syl-
lables, as in all the examples of ellipsis given above.
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Following are the most striking examples of these subjectless,
simple-verb, non-imperative, non-elliptical sentences. Here the
contexts, because most of them are quite long, are given in paren-
theses without the suprasegmental indications.

1711

493

537

529

589

688

780

781

2915

2373

2223

5-56

2-99

2-131

2-125

2-192

2-346

2-466

2-466

7-290

6-190

6-68

(L — reading from a schoolbook — *Would you
like to spend a summer with the Pruitts?' What?
With the fish, with fishing nets all cluttered all
over the beach? No.)
E 2%gét your fdod at the *sipermairket!#%ndt dut
of the *séa?/
(K Could have used Community National Bank,
or Northwest National Bank, Suburban North
National Bank, something.)
K 2%kéep the wérd Des *Pl4ines dut of it?/
(M We used to go in all of them. K People
living in them? M No, not people living in
them. E Where? M Empty houses. E Where?)
M 36h! %tike the ’crystal 5ff3/3the chandé’liers’||
*and stdff?/
(R We didn't peek in the windows, we went right
into the house.)
M 2walk *in'
(R What do you want another Rambler for? K Not
another one.)
K %s&ll the *61d dne'#
(R Well, what'll we do if we have a war
M 2jGmp in the *like?/
(E Where are they going to go?)
K Zjust get a’widy from the big ’city?/
(M The hinterlands.)
M %pitch a *tént'#
K 2scire little *children!#!M4rgaret'# (Comment
on a picture of M, in which she looks a fright.)
(K I got an old folding Kodak my father had. I've
been down in the basement, cleaning my dark-
room out.)
K %get ’rid of that darn thing'#?put it ’right 2n
Stop'#
(K Oh, yeah, you can get a lot of work done if
you want to pay for it, sure.)
Zpit dur *pier in¥/

?)
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From the presence of these sentences in the corpus, it seems
to this writer, that in spoken English, at any rate, there is not a
formal class of sentences that can be labeled ‘imperative’ (or ‘com-
mand’ or ‘request,’ as some grammars have it). There is a for-
mal class of sentence, the one under discussion here, which has no
subject and whose verb is in the simple form. It simply mentions
an action, without specifying the doer of the action or saying any-
thing about the action’s tense or aspect. The hearer of the sentence
receives information, not from the form of the sentence, but from
its context or its lexical content as to whether he or anyone is to
perform the action mentioned.

In the examples just given, it seems clear that the speaker does
not intend the action mentioned to be performed at all. The follow-
ing examples are descriptions of procedures, which somebody may
perform, but certainly not the hearers:

2469 6-326 R 2Crawford to zGréceZ" th—ilf‘#aquéirter of a
*bl6ck?/2west 6n Griace tdrn 161t/ 2%into an
24lley?|| 2for a quarter of?/2df a 2bléck?/%thén
tirn right?/%into a’néther alley?/%and dh?/
2sée if ydu can find dur gar'dge'#

In the foregoing example the speaker is describing the route he will
take to drive home. When the hearers visit him, they park their
car in front in the street. If they found our garage, they would not
be able to get their car in it.

1910 5-209 K 2it's gét a2%/2%it’s nét *néw?/%they had it in
the madel 3T2/258t your 3thréttle’/2and?/
take your féot dff the?/?pédal?| 2and?/%gs
with®6ut inyz/zpréssure on your 360t to?/
%to ride these >tirnpikes'#

1975 5-271 R *tdne?/?métor'#?sliggish and *réugh?/?nine
seventy %five!#

In this last example the speaker is reading from an automobile re-
pair bill, describing work which has already been done. The pro-
priety of calling these sentences 'imperative’ seems very dubious.
All these observations are prompted by the fact that the writer
had at first intended to class imperative sentences, since they are
so generally accepted as being ‘complete,’ as major sentences, but
because of the border-line cases like the last three just cited,
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found it difficult to draw the line between imperative and non-im-
perative sentences when they are thus formally indistinguishable.
A propos of the suggestion that the subjectless sentence, or
verbal phrase, merely mentions an action, and that this action is
not alwziys to be performed by the hearer, it should be noted that
the corpus also has nominal and adjectival phrases which request

action, or abstention from action:

1330 4-42 R Z2jist a !drép or twd Kén'#

1686 5-23 R %just a *sécond'#

3116 7-525 K °’lights'# (after showing slides in a darkened
room)

3012 7-381 E “né *fighting pléase’|

1124 3-232 E %16uder'#

and, of course, not all nominal or adjectival phrases have an im-
perative function. Thus, there would seem to be some parallelism
between verbal and other phrases in this respect.}

2.3 Other types of independent minor sentence

The remaining 29 per cent of the independent minor sentences

are uttered in a variety of sijuations and for a variety of purposes.
The commands or requests consisting of nominal or adjectival
phrases have just been noticed above. Another nominal phrase
functions as an offer:

3328 8-223 K ?mére ’péanuts?/

Seven minor sentences are uttered as the speaker reads them
from written matter, e.g.:

453 2-63 M *Téxacd'#’Cities 3Sérvice'# (from a
balloon)

3257 8-126 R *fabulous stéry of Pdrt Charllétte'# (from
a brochure)

A very few minor sentences are constructions which are ac-
cepted literary patterns, e.g.:

2651 7-27 R *6h*/’for *simmer again'#
261 1-312 E 2the larger the *cérpus?/?the *bétter'#
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There are about forty utterances consisting solely of exclama-
tions generally consisting of items which occur only in this use
(e.g., gosh), or of terms of address, e.g.:

1540 4-267 L 2D&ddy?/

3187 8-51 P 3Linda?||

2953 7-322 P “Md&ther?/

2148 6-11 K 3né%/°né'#

2866 7-249 M *my Jgésh'#!you 'pig#
908 3-52 E %h %you ’bad 2girl'#
2597 6-502 E 26h!#%6h*/?my *gésh?/

There are six uses of the expression thanks as the head of the

construction or by itself.
Four minor sentences consist of constructions beginning with

how about or what about:

1327 4-30 K 2hdw abdut your 3chicken livers!'#

1833 5-139 M 2y&ah but what about Chrysler’s blaying
Ameérican *Métors?/

1757 5-90 E 3yéah?/2and héw abdut Mister BO W1 3EY/
2whd invénted this ’knife'#

915 3-58 E 2hdw abdut thdse *Inflian clibs'#

A considerable number of minor sentences are uttered as slides
are shown on a screen. The operator announces the subject of the
picture usually with a noun or nominal phrase, e.g.:

3078 7-467 K *hi&mblrgers'#25ut in the *y&rd that day!|

3026 7-395 K 3this 6ne?/%Karen’'s *wédding'#

3079 7-469 K *mérshmaillows'#

3057 7-245 K %the girls’ yard'#ri’ver in the *b4ckgrdund'#

The viewers reply with adjectives or adjective phrases, e.g.:

2971 7-340 R 316vely'#

2908 7-283 R %véry ’nice!#

2954 7-324 E %v&ry Jnice'#

2932 7-302 E 2véry 3géod!# R *véry gdod'#
3109 7-516 R *véry 2gSod!'#

There are a few exclamatory minor sentences beginning with

what or how, e.g.:
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1819 5-129 M 2héw relvélting'#
3272 8-157 R 2gée?/*whit a *hérrid 16oking?/?binch of'#
2dctoge’ndrians inl/d xxxxxsxxxgxxxxxxxx'#

A few questions consist of an interrogative, e.g.:

1613 4-423 L 2whit?|
853 3-18 L ’né'#*why'#

About thirty minor sentences are adjacent to major ones uttered
by the same speaker and seem to be some sort of comment on it,
but they are not dependent upon the major sentence in any of the

ways described, e.g.:

3313 8-205 M >6h 2déar'#’ydu kndw I'm on the *wégon
Dear?/%néw *I'm 36£f2/%311 my réso’li-
tions!#

1545 4-279 R ’mich %géod may it d5 her?/*saven 24ngels'#
!with séven ’chirches!#

In the study of ellipsis above, only sentences were mentioned
where a minor item could be supplied which would not change the
construction, or there plus a form of be, or the subject, oF the sub-
ject and part of the verb phrase. There are also in the corpus 4'5
minor sentences which could be expanded to major sentences, with-
out in any way changing their function in the discourse, if they were
supplied with both a subject and a complete verb. In every case the
verb need be no more than a form of be, and the subject could be t?l

For instance, 23 of these minor sentences would b€ major

pronoun. P
ones if the speaker had troubled to begin them with it's oF it’'s 2,

e.g.:
2301 6-129 M %right ip *hére?/%at the *cérner'#

464 2-74 K ’pérfect'#

3325 8-221 M %ndt téo ’14te®/

Preposed those are, that's (E._) , ﬁthﬂ, etc., would make major
sentences of the remaining 22.

The rest of the independent minor sentences, about 20, stand
alone by themselves. They are not elliptical in the sens¢ that the
hearer can readily supply for himself one or two syllables of gram-
matical material, as in all the cases of minor sentences regarded
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above as elliptical. Most of these are noun phrases. A topic is
offered for consideration, without comment, e. g.:

321 1-374 E %well?*/?because *first you have to be a
Ca’néddian?/?see?/*quéta and stiff'# (The
last phonological phrase here constitutes
the minor sentence which is the example.)

350 1-410 M 33ll *thése >Swédes’/%in Alsice-Lor’rdine?/
(This follows a sentence which declares that
the Scandinavians really got around.)

75 1-91 E *wéll'#311 2H&ming?wiy stéries?’/ (This
follows a sentence which declares that a par-
ticular Hemingway story ended rather incon-
clusively.)

1323 4-34 M %a hindred ’yéars agd'# (This follows a
description by the senior speaker of some-
thing his father had witnessed in his youth.)

Note

1. These remarks concerning subjectless sentences have al-
ready been presented, in a more condensed form, in the writer's
*The Classification of Imperative Sentences in English,’ Studies in

Linguistics, 17 (1963), p. 23.



V. CONCLUSION

How valid any conclusions may be as to the language practices
of all the speakers of the English language, if such conclusions are
based only on a comparatively small corpus of material taken from
a very small, homogeneous group, may well be questioned. Even
how representative these speakers are of any of the larger social
groups to which they belong can only be guessed at. However, the
totality of the speakers of a language is made up of just such small
groups, and only a study of all of them can inform us of the habits
of the speakers as a whole. A study of only one group, then, is at
least a part of the beginning.

We have seen that for the present group of speakers,
sentence is, indeed, the favorite type, but that the minor sente
does have the importance ascribed to it by Curme and Hall. How-
ever, popular notions that casual discourse consists almost entirely
of minor sentences and fragments are disproved, as far as the casu-
al discourse of this group of speakers is concerned. Hall's imagi-
nary conversation, where the minor sentence outnumbers the major
one in a proportion of five to three, seems to be far from repre-
senting the actual proportion of minor sentences in everyday speech.

The question has been raised as to whether degree of education
would affect the frequency of one's use of minor sentences in casual
discourse. Judging by the functions of the minor sentences 23 re-
vealed in the present study, the writer is of the opinion that it would
not, but only an investigation of the habits in this respect of groups
of speakers, each group of a different level of education, could re-
liably answer this question.

How truly useful to the composition teacher the presen
gation may be is open to doubt on two counts. One would thi
more reliable results for this purpose could be obtained from 2 group
of students who are actually taking composition courses °% from a
group of persons of the same age level and degree of education, if,
.indeed education is a factor influencing the use of the minor sentence
in speech. The contributions of the two children in the present
group does not constitute very much of the corpus and has n
studied separately. The other consideration is that convers

the major
nce

t investi-
nk that

ot been
ation is



64 Spoken English: Minor and Fragmentary Sentences

a dialogue, an interplay between at least two speakers, while the

composition is a monologue. Since nearly half of the minor sentences

are dependent on major ones and many of the latter are uttered by

another speaker, one might expect that a monologue would contain

fewer minor sentences. Fortunately, there are several monologues

in the corpus consisting of narratives by a single speaker with only a

few interruptions from the listeners. Examination of these mono-

logues does indeed reveal very few minor sentences in them. One of
the monologues, by M, begins at 8-233. It consists of 23 major sen-
There

tences, most of them very long, and only three minor ones.
are also two fragments of the false-start type, where the item is im-
mediately corrected and the sentence is then carried to conclusion.
One of these has been cited, card 3335, on p. 34. At the beginning
of this monologue there are several interruptions from another
speaker, who is disputing the facts. One of the minor sentences is
in response to this second speaker. Otherwise there are no utter-
ances from other speakers, not even of the attention-signal type,
except for the good grief on card 3356 on p. 31. which comes at a
climactic moment in the narrative and is really more than an atten-
tion signal.

In another monologue by the same speaker, beginning at 5-462,
there are twelve major sentences, many of them very long, one
false-start fragment, and three minor sentences, two of which are
subjectless sentences due to ellipsis, and one a comment on a pre-
ceding sentence. This last is on card 2113, cited on p. 47,

A monologue by R, beginning at 4-374, contains nine major sen-
tences of great length. There is no minor sentence, unless a short
passage of unintelligible material contains one. There is only one
utterance from another speaker during this discourse, this utterance
being a minor sentence of class D. The original speaker repeats
this utterance, which is the conclusion he had intended to give to one
of his own clauses, and continues.

In another monologue by the same speaker, beginning at 4-70,
there are 13 major sentences and two minor ones, both subjectless

sentences due to ellipsis. During this recitation there are no utter-

ances from any other speaker.
A narrative by K, beginning at 4-58, contains nine major sen-
tences and two minor sentences, of which one is subjectless due to

A monologue by R, beginning at 3-274, contains eleven
card 1158 on

The

ellipsis.
major seniences,
p. 49. There are no utterances from other speakers here.
series of sentences beginning on card 1159, cited on p. 28, is from

this monologue.

and one minor sentence of class E,
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If the spoken language habits of composition students are any-
thing like those revealed by the present corpus, it would seem that,
since major sentences constitute such a large proportion of their
patterns, they are well prepared by their speaking habits to form
such sentences in writing, particularly because the major sentence
almost crowds out the minor one in monologue. The problem, then,
would be one of relegating the minor sentence to the very limited
use which is permitted in formal writing.

Of further use to the composition teacher would be a continuation
of the study begun here of the frequency and kinds of non-coincidence
of primary and secondary indications of linkage between phonological
phrases. Habits in this sphere would affect the student's segmenta-
tion of his own written continuum into sentences. Another study of
great interest, also useful to the composition teacher, which is
hardly hinted at here, would be a study of the well-formedness, from
the literary standpoint, of the major sentences in a corpus such as
this one. Some, probably a relatively small proportion of the major
sentences uttered here would not be acceptable constructions in

formal writing, e. g.:

3531 8-485 M 2but *wd 2gbt this?/*befdre we ever 3gtarted
our fréshman *yéar'#'this book we made Up
our minds abdut our 'cburses’#

Incidentally, this is a beautiful example of extension of contour by a
monotone pitch morpheme, as described on p. 19. Description of
the colloquial major-sentence patterns mentioned on p- 5 would also
be useful.

To sum up briefly the actual results of the prese
shows that the major sentences are major in two respects: the fre-
quency of their occurrence, and the dependence of half the minor
sentences on them. The major sentence can be said to be the back-
bone of spoken, as well as written, discourse in English. The e€x-
amples given on p. 34f. of major sentences which are achieved in spite
of being interrupted by other major sentences show a great urge on
the part of speakers to form such sentences in spite of obstacles.

The minor sentences have all the importance in spoken commu=

nication which Curme and Hall ascribe to them. By being in minor
es, which

nt study, it

form, the sentences in class A of dependent minor sentenc
already uttered,

and the lack of
The sentences

could be made major sentences by repeating material
spare t.he hearer the ennui of hearing such repetition,
repetition makes the new idea stand out more clearly.
in class B consist of repetition of material from the preceding



66 Spoken English: Minor and Fragmentary Sentences

Repetition of more material from this sentence would make

sentence.
This major sentence would

the class B sentence a major sentence.
then simply be a verbatim repetition of the preceding sentence and
the whole function of the class B sentence, which is to highlight by
repetition only a small part of the preceding sentence, would be lost.
The sentences in classes C and D combine to form major sentences,
and some of those in class D are intended as the continuation of a

Some sentences in class E announce what the topic

major sentence.
The minor sentence

of the following major sentence is going to be.
on card 1678, quoted on p. 49, for instance, could be expanded to a

major sentence by putting it in the form, ‘Now I am going to talk
about Courage Cove,’ which would scarcely be an improvement over
its present form. It is true that some of the sentences in class E
owe their existence to confusion of some type, as in the case of the
one on card 427, where there is an interruption, and on card 1335,
where the speaker got into too many intricacies, as well as suffering
an interruption. Both of these sentences are also quoted on p. 49,

The greatest proportion of the independent minor sentences are
the subjectless ones. Of these, the ‘commands’ are regarded as full
sentences by Bloomfield and are perfectly acceptable in any kind of
discourse. ‘Commands’ may also be uttered in major sentence form,
as is the one on card 3236, cited on p. 56, and it seems there must
be a certain advantage in having a variety of ways in which to tell
people to do things. It has to be admitted that there is nothing much
to say in favor of the sentence which is subjectless because of the el-
lipsis of initial weak-stressed syllables. The amount of breath saved
is negligible, but it seems to contribute a comfortable air of infor-
mality. Minor sentences of other types also serve as indicators of
— or perhaps responses to — the degree of formality of the occasion:
‘Thanks,’ instead of ‘I thank you,' ‘More peanuts?’ instead of ‘Will
you have more peanuts?’ and so forth. The advantage of replies like
‘yes’ and ‘no’ instead of full repetitions of the statements affirmed
or negated hardly needs mentioning, and, of course, there is hardly
any other way to call a person than by uttering a minor sentence con-
sisting of his name or appellation.

Apart from any practical applications one might see for it, it is
hoped that this study has some value simply in showing the relative
frequency of major and minor sentences and in what it has brought
out concerning the various forms and functions of the minor sentence

in living speech.
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