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NOTE. 

All the papers which appear m this book 

appeared in the columns of the 'Servant', the 
leading N. C. 0. organ of Calcutta. Many of these 
were written under interesting conditions and sub­
sequently printed in the 'Servant' when the author 
took ov'::!r its charge as Editor. Many more have 
appeared in the •Servant' from time to t,me. 

These papel's in their own way are a com­
pendium of Gandhism in theory and practice aml 
at the request of several patriotic friends who 
found m them more than a passing, merely ephe­
meral and journalistic interest, tli~ author has 
taken the liberty of publishing them in book-form. 

He can only hope the thoughts and problems 
herein raised would shed some light on the moral 
and spiritual war in which India is now engaged 
for the cause of a freedom which is as much 

political as socio-religious. He hopes the present 

performance will be a fittini;! sequel to iiis earlier 
book, 11The Ideal of Swaraj'" published in October 
1921, on the eve of his imprisonment. 

C11.lc.utta, \ 
the 8th Gandhi day, 'NRIPENDRA CHANDRA 

18th November l 822. f BANDYOPADHYA YA 
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The Philosophy of Oandhism 

Gandhism in essence and practice aims at 
effecting a political revolution only as a stepping­

stone to a widely comprehensive moral and social 
revolution. The political effort proceeds pari 

passa with the moral effort, is in fact an outflow of 
the ln.tter. Those who have been taunting thi!'I 
cult (which to-day is an All-India faith) with any 
alliance or affinity with a cmdc, lurid Bolshevism 
or tL mystical lapse into l\.fodicvalism, ntter opinions 
without any value. For the Russian paraUel will 
not hold good in India-Russia has stood so long 
for a semi-savage comprnmise between a mystic 
Asitwism, a wil<l 'rartaristn, and an unbridled, ma­
terialistic and imperialistic Chauvinism ; she has 
been a disproportionately developed child seeking to 
suppress her mystic reverie, her pathetic tenderness 
and simple joy-life under a crushing load of ill­
assorted Europeanism-and she has been a fright­
ful 'gnome' destroying the peace of the world 
balance and eating into her own vitals at the sa.me­
time; and at fa,st through long years of martyrdom. 



THE PHILOSOPHY OF G.A.NDHltHI 

and penance, through a long drawn-out tlloral and 
physical agony, her real self appears to be groping 
for expression ! The Catholic Medieva,lisrn again 

is not such a damaging parallel as it is commonly 

imagined-for it hat1 been IL great power for stable 

develbpment and it realised an ideal of dreamy cha­
rity and towering faith in the Heality ot the Spirit­

and the monastic discipline under its aegis. The 

universities of its foundation, the simplicity and 

unity 9f life fostered by it bas really l1een the up­

lifter of modern Europe from the quick-sands and 

mire of a brutish -animal life of lust, 1xu,sion and 

physica.l force. \Ve believe with UHLll y U~itt con­

sidered as a world-force, its significance is more 

potent (despite hideous ln.pses during acgenerate 
inquisition cla.y1o) as a constructive foe.tor than Pro­
testantism. 'rhe latter has led Europ~ to an unbrid­
led Satanism-subordinating poetry t.o prone, phi­
losopbyto S~ience, a1Hl spiritual ends to merely mate­

rial• clegenerations. rl'ruly interpreted, Emerson's 

dictum still bolds: ;-' Plato i8 Asia, A~ia. is J>la.to;' i.e. 

Asian mysticism and catholicity .gave birth to Plato 
a.nd the Greek culture ; and what is hest and most 
perma.nent in the subsoil of the Europo-Amcrica.n 
auperstructure is A1Jia.n in spirit--for is not Chria-

2 



THE PHILOSOPHY OF G.iNDRISlI 

-tianity itself Asian and is it not the curdling of 
the sweet milk of Christianity in the miasm11 of 

the European Scientific-IndustriR,list State that is 

responsible for ,her present growing relapse into 

.barbarism? 'Seen in this perspective, the 'Indian 

movement resolves itself into a resurgence of the 
daughter-states of Asia back to the Asian spirit 

~nu a calling -of all the ancient fold. The beauty 
,,f this Asin.u spirit is centred in the-real Japan-the 

order and symmetry in the real China.-the philo· 

sophy of its life has again surged up and.is welling 

forth in -India. This exp\aills the success of 

Vivekananda's appeal in the West; this is at the 

mot of J agadis Chandra's philosophico-scientific 

discovery, so much appreciated in the wonder-lands 

of iuodern sepamtistic science-this it is which 

11:1.s mrtde the name and charm of 1Habindr11 Nittll 
in the cultured centres of the \Vestern world.-

1.\nd in nami_ng these, the outlines of :1 renascent 

India arc shot forth ~s 011 an illuminating 'screen. 

Mahatm:1. Gundhi,'s achievement lies in the broad 
lines in which he. lrns · reconceived tl1ese'messnges 
ofithe spirit in ,Poett·y, Philosophy · and Science 

a.nd ho.s brought about a. moral and spiritual 
-efflorescence :throughout the lo.ad. 'rhus under-
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stood, Gandhism spells the mf.Lgic panace:.t that 
would heal the world miseries and is a positively 
entrancing Religion-It paves the way. · to large 
millions of men and women partakers of bis 
supreme realisation. _ This view at once places the 

lndi::rn movement in its true quality of a pioneer, 
fore-shadowing the big "\Vorld-H,evival that har.; 

comm:enced. After centuries of bloOll and iron, is 
11ot the world gasping for nectar and honey ?-a, 
nectar that fails not ever, a honey. more honiec1 
.j,ban manna. rl'he eternal calm and peace and 

balance that are the quest of the World come only 
out of a realisation that in the ways of sweet 

renunciation and absorbin,,. selfless giving, in the 
t, 

faith 'that looks through death' the creetl th1Lt 
resisteth not and returns gooc1 for evil, lies 
the balm to the anrruisbed heart of the world. 

t, • 

.Politics is only a subsidiary link m the 
cha.in-a very exterior and crude manifestation of 
its Reality has got to be grasped yet both by many 
within the fold and many •without. The 'law and 
order' which it seeks to supplant is only a make-shift 
and has lost its appeal for an enlarged hum!Ln cons­
cience; and Mahatma Gandhi symbolises to 
millions a prophet and a seer as original, as true to 

4 
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the cf.crual compass, as Buddha and Christ: h0 

i:e-iucarnates their spirit and fulfils whu.p even they 
left partially :iccomplished. In fact we make no 
scruple in saying that Mahatma tJ,,, i11dirid1,al 

·is much less to his believers than th~ P1·incipl1'­
f !if' ,1bidi1,.r.: Tm th 111• ·l'qflcct.~ mu/ sef'hs to r,•at;,~('~ 

:md that such a. fit vessel of the Divine ·worth 
.should inspire an emotional wave throughout India, 
an_d steel the hettrts of millions into faith and 
Rpiritual resistance to au effete social and political 
order is easy to understand. The Hour brings the 
Man and the Indians, masses as well as classes, 
believe that 'he is the man.' Such a movement led 
hy such a man can not be killed-Oh, tha,t our cliplo­
mat-burcaucrat could only rise to the orbit · of 
bis world and see him in all the shining transpa­
rency of the ideal l 

• Non-Resistance. 
Non-Resistance is not 'sexlessness'-non-co­

oper:ttors do not 'invoke the power of love to cover 
their 'fear of bloodshed, they do not confuse the 
·supreme virtue with dread of sacrifice.' It is the 
state of the sont at wnr :tnd its ultimate objects aro 
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the last defiance of, falsehood and wrong, ancl the-­
power to bear ali that can be inflicted by cvii 
agents. It speaks the truth, and it is just, gene­

rous, hospitable, temper~te, ·scornfnl of petty cal­
culations, and scornful of being scorned. It per­
sii:;ts ; it is of undaunted boldness and of a fortitude 

not to be wearied out. 

Non-violent non-co~operatiou 1s a challenge 
of taith against . the pown., and principtl­

l-iti,!.< of the world. lVfahatma · Gandhi says, 'a· non­
cu-operator has Lnrnt bis boats, the sole reliance is 

on God, the rock of the ages.' He has got no 

arms, no ammunitions, no weapons of offence or 
defence. When brute force calls out, 'Why slaves, 

'tis ~m· power to hang ye?' the non-v~olent non­

co-operator with his deep faith in God· and in 
humauit.y respectfully answerH 'Very likely; ancl 

'tis our power, then, to be hanged and scorn ye.' 

Nobody knows wheiher' Jnclia will' bo able to 

come out successful in this holy war, no one know~ 

whether she will gain her freedom in: this her 
non-violent fight. l\fr. Wilfrecl Wellock sa.ys, 
"\Vb.ether this new movement posse1-1ses sustaining 
p•wer, motive and vision sufficient to a~hiev:e tbcr 
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~nd desired, only time can sar. vVhat must be 
l)bvious to every dispassionate observer is tha.~. it is 
the expression of soIDething more than a passing 
impulse arn1 that whether it succeeds or fails in its 

immediate object India will never be the submi!!tfrrn 

India of pre-war days or the tool and victim of 

British financiers.' 

But we non-co-operators do not despair. It is 

not much that 'India will not be the, submissiTe 

India. of vrc-war days ' and that she. has now learns, 
to respect herself. She may not have much riches.­

her .economic power may be very we~k-but when, 

the curtain will st lJ1.st fall on the drama., may wei 

non-co-operators be able to say, with truth, 'Moiht:ir 

India, your sons did not partake in a, bloody war:­
they loved .YOll and huIDa.nity a.ncl ha.ve. lea.r.Q• to 
rather die than to live like beasts of prey ! It is: far 

better for n. people to be wiped,out than ,o Qlurd~r, 
loot, exploit, enslave helpless peoples in the name 

of civilisation. That is our creed-a. creed' with 
venerable and hoary sanctions behind-those of 
Buddha, of Christ, of Che.itanya of old-and the 
living illustrations furnished by the c1111scienticms 

object111·s in Europe and Americo. and· by, the lllliling 
sufferers of the India. of to-day. 



Swaraj. 
What is the Swara.j that India is striving a.Her 

to day ? Is it to be a copy of British Parliameuta­

rism-a replica of its party politics, sectional voting, 
secret and wal"_y wire-pnlling behind the scenes "? 
Do J'OU want a mere mechanical majority 1·ule with 
a semblance of merely constitutional procedure, 
kept on by subsidised press agitation, judicious dis­
tribution of patronage and honours, a balancing of 
conflicting pttrty interests in a, Coalition Cabinet? 
Do you want a Government with physical force as 
its only effective sanction ? Do you want to be 
party to a system that exploits man for killing his 
brother, unsexes woman for the lime-light and push­

ful activities, sweats labour in the interest of capital 
a.nd sucks the sustenance of 'backward' races by 
the industrial suction-pump ? Will you ha,ve majo­
rities .oppress and suppress minorities ? \Vill you 

have c!\refully simulated wa.ylil of secret trickery 
drive out of the field the open, straight methods of 

honesty ? Do you want a repetition of Lloyd Geor­
gian astuteness on the soil of India ? If so, you are 
not with us. You are a mere copyist, an unintelli­
gent imitator, divorced from the spirit and methods 
al. real Indian.ism. 



SwARAJ 

Our picture of Swarajist Indi:t is entirely 
. :liffercnt. And first, let us, with the faith that is 

· in us, attempt t.o say vrhat Sv;ar~jist lndi:t will not 

be. 

She will not be an imitation or a jumble, but 

she will be, through all growths a,nd changes, her 

self. She will not be a militarist-industrialist state; 

she will not be a. Bolshevist Communism, scattering 
time-honoured concepts of private ownership to the 
winds, and subjecting the moral and intellectual 
aristocracy to the tender mercies of a fury-seized 

Demos ; she will not evolve a Dictatorship of the 
; Proletttriat ; she will not develop an aggressive, 
. devouring, devasta.ting attitude towards less 'fa­
voured' races a.nd peoples; she will not grow slums 
in big· cities ; she will not prmient an aggt:essive 

type of womanhood, she will not he.ve to rear 
foundling-asylums and pauper houses. She will not 
sacrifice man to machine, the spiritual to the uti­

Jitarian ; she will not nurse religious bigotry ; she 
will not arrogate to herself a monopoly of wisdom 
.and virtue and go out of her way on 'civilising' 
missions. 

And finally she will no~ foster pruriency :.l.nd 
-·,;;ensationa.li11m in Literature and Ari; a hypocri-
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tical elegance in social maouen,, an inordinatt> 

worship of 1m1tcrial goods. She will 110\; unduly 

exalt the art of offence and defence into rL rnystery 
and a cult, making of the man :rn armed brute, a 

primitive barbarian. 

But she will rejuvenate, revitalise, reshape 
herself ~long the veins of her age-long Su.dlta'l1a. 

She will be a. messenger of peace and holiness to• 
Satan-ridaen stor1U-tosscd world ; 5he will he to the 
Nation1:1 a, Brahmi11, a realiser of onc-ness, of 
:::;upreme unity, of deep-toned catholicit,), of the 

~:icrifice that enlarges, the simplicity that freshens, 

the charity that bears and forbears. Crucified 

iuuong nations, .India will yet put 00 the Crown of 
'J'horns and shed forth a white gleam or a.nge l­

Rweetness in tho act. 

She might ,ve\l be the Mora.l Hci1,d of IL 

Burope-Asiatic ,Federation. She might well be 

the c~tre of a catholic, univeraa.l culture. Science 
a.nd religion, ideal ends and ,practic11l_ endeavour 
will kiss hands on her holy soil. 

Her Art will have the print of. Universa.l 
Beauty upon it; her painters will pierce through 
the shell to the essence, project all the fragrant 
heroisms, all the cl~wy chivalries of histor.Y, paint 

10 
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matter iu the hues of the spirit and give ~ startiug 
reality to visions and trances spiritual. Her poetry 
;i,ucl drama will be the vesture of the simpl~, pn1:,­

sion1, and delights, the tears and. sorrow,; of the 

common man and woman a.nd strike out notes of 

the true, the tender, the noble, the common, t\llU 
weave ol' them n. 1vonder-world. 

'.rhe doing of the \Vost wi II India link to the 
thinking of the Eaet-the centripetal and the 
centrifugal in social mechanics she will reconcile. 
Active resistance to evil will she tone clown to the 

mantram of Non-Resistance ; movemeni; eternal 

whirl, aimless, ceaseless activism will she trans­
figure into a movement true t'o a. 'high, 11.rduom, 
,~nd, will direct it, economise it. 

A manlier, grittier, alerter citizen-t:vpe; educa­
tional centres and quiet culture-asramae illustrii.­

ting new methods and employing new ide&ls of 
communal sacrifice :ind patriotic fervour; radia.nt 

c11.reers for our sweet, racfomt Womanbo~d; red 
brutal wa.r diverted to transforming 'moral aqu,i• 
v11,lents'-to the Polar expedition, the Himalay1tn 
a.scent, the circling of the sens by a.iri the eradi­
cation of 11he world-suffering-the reconquest by 

11. 
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the hoe n.nd the spade and the plough of wild 
spaces, making the desert blossom into the rose-­
all these and more will a Swaraji.st India evolve~ 

Victory to these new seekers of vitalising 

1ndi(l, ! Victory to the master-pilot, Mahatma 

Gandhi! 

Absolute and Qualified Swaraj. 
From day to day . will be intensified no-i.v the 

J.ifferences in outlook and ideal of the three pn.rties 

to the game of Indian Politics-the old Bureaucro.­

-cy, the party of compromise in the Congress, and 

the absolute Idealist of Swaraj. The differences 
are now not so patent, but they will emerge into 

view soon and lead our politics-who knows 
into what eddying currents'? For the present the 

Swaraj party is whole and undivided"' -but as soon 

as mote constructive organisations bid for fashio­
ning, whether as a result of truce or as subsidiary 

to a more ·vigorous life and death struggle for 

.Swaraj, the ideals and outlines of Swaraj will coroc 
to be discussed more and more in detail-and then 
i.t will be found tbe.t Swo.l'B.j in India may ha-.,e 

•This was written bcloro tho Go.yo. Oongreii~ of Deer. 1922. 

12 
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preciolis little to learn from Europea.n and Ameri-­
can brands of the Free State and have a connota-· 
tion all its own. 

Notions of a, Pltrliamentary Government for 
India. and of genuine Indian Swanij ma_y be as the 

poles asunder. 'l'he ideas of Swamj, both quantita­
tive and qualitative held by the Bureaucracy and those 
held by the qualified Swarajists as well as those 

that the Absolute Swaraj party entertain must 
perforce be widely different. 'l'he Bureaucracy sees 
the Indian problem through British parliamentary 
notions-the widened franchise, the setting up of 
rigidly defined parties along the lines of cleavage 
between different sections of the people, certain 

privilegeR of vote and ballot and referendum, 
certain power:=: of veto-all the tangled mass of 
written and unwritten p::i.rliamen-tary bws that 
}w,ve slowly broadened from precedent to precedent. 
It is natural for them to judge of India's fitness or 
unfitness, capacity or incapacity by British notions 
of pttrty organisation, prel!s org~rnisation, individual 
and mass efficiency for offensive and defensive pur­

poses. They are impelled by an unconsciorn= 
psychology to project an anglicisecl British India­
cumulatively Anglo-phile aml British-tinted through 

13 
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-progressive sta.ges-a.nd hitherto they have in their 

ignorance of the real India "flattered themselves 
into the belief that the Inaian masses arc a 

moribund, ~nert, apathetic . jelly-fish-like mass 

and that t.J.iey have to count only with a small 

percent~ge of pol_itical!y minded and highly .educated 

Indians. The MorJey~M~nto Reforms, and the M. ,C. 

Reforms were more or less conceived in the same 

spirit :i.nd though these new reforms make a pre­
tence of sLa.rting from altogr>.thcr rlifferent pl'cmises, 

they 'in reality, bow~ver unwillingly, t:ake. their 
colour and tone from the basic assumption that 

India is to be a vaster .England a.nd somehow by 

a culturnl :1nd politicn,l hash-up to couserve Anglo­

Indian rnterests. 'l'he idea of equal partnership, 
sharing of common rights and duties in :rn impar­
tial ,;quit,able spirit _

1 
is yet f~r off-though lip­

professic,11,; to the contrary are profuse. 'fhc vision 

of a· pr,osperous l□ din. dragged to the chariot-wheels 

of a White Empire ,~here the Whi~e will always be 

the prerlominating partner with n.n occasional shiny 

crumb thrown to the Black-that is at the 

bottom of all these new -H,eforrns. 'rlrns we have 

the uncanny spectacle of India, ,:i.n oritinalrne~ber 
-of the Le3,gue of Natiom;, treated most shabbi!y in 

14 
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-ithe country and the Dominions and Colonies-thus 
we see daily racial discrimination in the street, on 
the platform, in the law-court and in the jails. 'l'hus 

we see the midacity that hopes to ally with sweet 
words of Christian charity the smart of constitu-

tiona.l kicks and buffettings meted out to Indians 
in their c)Wll Janel. 

r:['h~ Durcaucracy will never be charitable or 

generou,, ot· intelligent enough to persuade Par­

liament L1 concede to India her right to Swaraj­

it would he ,L logical absurclit,y, a freak of mrn­

chance, a <)eni:,,l of mcial mcntalit_v if it were c"ver 

to do so. 

The Logic of the Absolute 
Swaraj Party. 

'rhc Absolute Swaraj party is the party that 

wants freedom hy unaided exertions of the Indian 

nation :ts IL whole. 'rhe logic of Swaraj politics 

lies in g,3tting out of the policy of IH?f/.lfing for free­
dom (!) and in swerving into the open high-ways 
of ad1ifvi11,q it h.'J provin.fJ muleniable fi-l11rss by giving 
tests of the capacity en masse to suffer arid die · for 
the ca.use-by demonstrating its perfect willingness 

1'5 
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and fitness for breaking up the B1ireaucratic system 

altogether by a policy of refusing to aid in any 
way whatsoever a. recalcitrant Government which 

folly autocratic at the top doles out· small unpro­

fHable mercies at the bottom. '.rhis pyramidal 

construction, this over-centralised system, wooden, 

inelastic, unimaginative, dehum3,nised--can dole 
out a kind of barren peace, a kind of semi-civilised 

justice, can throw in an opportunity here and an 

opening there for Indian enterprise a,nd initiative­

but humanity, spiritual and moral imagination, a 

righteous order it bas not in its power to evoke. 

Eor nevc~ can au alien people entet' broadly 

into the spirit of a subject nation-and its task iE 

rendered hopeless by the fact that the types of 

citizeus whom it comes to know n.ncl touclt hardly 
represent the Indian spirit. They a.l'c a. mushroom, 

hothouse growth, a lwrtis sic-r:us, a particular, 

privileged cln.ss-that is the resnlt and offspiring 

of the impact of a foreign culture and that has· not 

learnt to find the balance between the old and the 
the new. \Ve do not entertain any hopes, there­

fore, of ihe possibility of getting b!J ,:ow:e.,sinn any­
thing like 1rnl Swaraj-(the right and opportunity. 

lG 
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that is, to grow according to .our racial heritage 
a,nd bent in all spheres of life) l>!t co11cessio11. 

'l'he Party of qualified Swarnj mostly belong to 

the politically minded section which after participa­

ting in a. politics of mendicancy, either timid or 
aggressive-lrns come: into the fold of the Swaraj 
ideal under thi· Mre~~ of <.;0rtain political mistakes of 
G_o:vernment a.nd the spell and charm of a, Super­
man. 'J'he idertl of In<lian life which it is the goa.l of 

swamj politics· to unfold, hardly is sensed iu all its 

varied reality and beauty by this section. They 
are for playing at the game of politic~, more nr 
less European fashion-but the spirituo.lised poli­
tics-the politics req.ticed to an Indian foi-m and 
method, regulated by lndian standards of thoughi 
and sentiment and activity---they find it difficult to 
apprehend. Some have been dimly seeing after 

Il'!-any an experience that after all Ga.udhism is not 

a, mere political 'isui', but a creed, a cult, a religion, 

a methodology-but the gap between their precon­

ceived not:ons of ilife, individual and communal .'· , 
and the idea, visualised b_v Gandhism is so wide 
that only a very few of our Indian intellectuals 

h;i.ve as yet been able to bridge the wine chasm. 
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And so, a concession of political privilegcR and 
some share of participation in the Imperial con­
cc~rns, a better press law, n remodelled racial 
equality l::l.w, a moro real and effective control of 
the purse, ;,ome more industrial openings and 
milita1·y avenues-would satisfy them. But that, 

however far an improvement on existing condition 
is but a very short step to the realisation by India of 
her moral and spiritual freedom. Political freedem 
is nothing-a mere sh,1,m, a husky outer covering 

only-if it has not a moral and religions basis to 
stand upon, and for such a realisation India will 
have to get back to her real self, to repose there in 
tranced meditation, to rediscover the hidden con­
tinents of her thought and ideation, to bathe again 

in those springs of clear, sweet water-for long, 
long years! For material glory, rabid, rampant 
militarism, a blood-reel Industrialism hiding its 
deformity under a shov-i of cankerous luxury and 

Lase delight-is trnnsitory, unsatisfying. Europe 

1:erself has given us the proof again, if proof were 

1iceded-that without righteousness moral idealism, 

faith in the eternal verities anr1 direct simplicities, 
no people can long keep itself in dyna.mic progress. 
Jndia has come late into the vortex of the "\VorlcJ 
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ncoustruction movement and she will know how 
to profit by experiences of large massae in Russia.,. 
in Irela.nd, Poland, Turkey, Persia, Egypt.. She will 

know to keep hcr:compasses true in the welter of the 
world-storm. And t.he European conflagration a.ml 
her sitting at tho feet of a European nation so long 
in tutelage-will also ha.ve taught her somewhat. 
And the pith 0£ this teaching is t,his : every nation 
mnst slake its thirst for :i. bigger life in its own. 
springs of culture. In its work of construction it 
may take a brick here, a colour there, 'from other 
people and other cultures, to lay in its mosaic of 
nation-hood -but woe to the nation tha~ is a copyist, 

a mere hack, a mean imit11tion ! 'l1hese a.re the 
ca.rdinal points of the Absolute Swa.ra.jist's faith. 
And all these var.ring view-points and angles will 

silhouette themselves and Gon "·illing, make up a 
fuller vision of Indian Swaraj. 

The Absolute Swaraj Ideal 
DIFFICULTIES IN ITS APPREOIATION. 

'rho difficulties to the proper appraisoment of 
the absolute Swaraj ideal are indeed many. 

1. First the: pltilosophic dif!icllity:-the theory 
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of varied forms of repre!!entative Government and 
t,he limits of state action are a tangled · web of 
political philosophy which we do not propose. to 

:ieek to unravel here. B11t some of the .best minds 

of modern Europe and America-Mazzini and 
F,merson, and Tolstoi among the number-agree 
in thinking that the modern centralii;ecl Govern­

ment systems n.re full 0f pitfalls and represent a. 
state of imperfectly adjusted social development---:­
'rolstoi going so far as to ·openly preach in all 
seriousneliB the cult of moral governm~nt by Love-' 

without army, navy, police, state laws. The fasci­

n&tion of_ such a concept is indeed immense and 

even in recent years, just at the same time when 
the bloated indu1Strial states of Europe were seeking 
an opporttinity for coming to grips in morta.l com­

b&t, dreamers and thinkers have not been few 
,.,ho ha;ve seriously talked. of the possibility of 

huma.n societies ordering their lives into a. perfect 

be.la.need harmony by 91·01tp association, lilJ the moral 

and i1ddlecf11ul friction of ide~ haudcd i11to P.,1·cl11.~im 

yet 1111t ho$tile league ; Gabriel D' Annunzio in Italy, 

some of the leaders of Irish Sinn Fein, Mr. Bert­

rand Russel, Mr. H. G. \Velis of England-Maxim 
Gorki in Russia-to name a, few instance; that 
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occur to us at random-haye believed in the feasi­
bility of such communal moral Governn:i_ent. '.rhe 
idea is to go lJu.ck in spirit (that is how we compre­
hend it) to that Government by a cultured a.nd 

virtuous aristocracy (not one of birth, but of breed­
ing or both combined) which is as old_ as flato, 
and us new as Burke, Carlyle and Huskin...:._thi■ 
aristocracy of virtue fully rellecting the bes~ and 

1nost d)·narni<;: tendencies in the mass-consciousness. 
To India, where the responsibilities ~ncl pre­
rogative of kingship have been so limited by religi­

ous and llloral sa.fEgu:irds as to leave all possible 
initiative to village communities, trade· guilds, caste 

organisations and the like, the English Pn.rlio.rnl!n­
tary systein 1s an exotic ·and hardly makes 
the necessary appeal for acceptance. And in" 
fact this much vaunted Parliinnentary system is 
far from idea.I and even to-day shuts out many 
powerful interests and during and after the war 

has really turned into a sort of autocrac,· supported 
by a coalition caucus. 'rhe progressive thinker in 
politics has ceased to have faith in these old insti­
tutions however adapted and remodelled to meei 
new exigencies. '11he vote · and the balloi 
hardly serve the purpose: political wirepulling and 
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jobbery shut out the best men from the councils oi 
the Houses-already a double-housed repreeente;­
tion is being questioned and L11,bour is fast coming 
to its own. The Russian experiment is a sudden 
and swift blossoming of suppressed ideas as old as 
Toletoi and despite cavillers, seems to grow into 
strength and sanity under the direction of that man 
of iron, Lenin. '11ho moral basis there is not 
possibly yot Bo apparent and the clouds of class war 
will yet take time to disappear, yet tha.t the mass 
representation by the Soviets is much more real 
as representation none can gainsay. 

What India requires or rather what she will 

p1·esently learn tn r(!(pti1'e for solidarity and progress 

is a state which would go back in spirit very much 
·to the palmy days o[ the Buddhist age. Chief 
among the desideratCL are decentra.liss.ti:on, the 
democratic principle woven into the very texture 
of the State in local association, and Govern­
ment by discussion among various organised 
_groups. There is to be a centra,l authority but 

one which will not interfere with ordinary local 
affairs at all. 'rhe Government of local patriotism 
in n.ll areas and a ual local autonomy welded into 
ihe vision of the Indian unity by centra.1 control of 
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-the a.gencies of intern:11 and external security, of 
foreign trade and diplcmatic relations of _interna.­
tiona.l culture, of the higher reaches of rese:1rcl1 
-this appenrs to give the basis of a real Swa.ra.j. 
The modern state has sought to mould larger and 
Ja.rger spheres of lifo into sameness of pattern­
.impoverishing thought, checking initiative, killing 
out the tender graces and amenities of life. The 
fact is India as yet noes not know her own soul but 
~ust beginning the effort to know and just as in 
modern Japan the real seeds of na.tiona.l resurgence 
were sown by the revival of the olcl Shinto belief 
a.nd practice in supersession of the Chinese superim­
_position-just as devotion to the Mikado as the 

.pivot and centre of .Japan ha.s but n.dded strength 
to the va.ried regional and communal life based on 
the reverential ancestor-worship cult, even so in 
India. the real unity is to be sought in a central 
l\fqru.l Personality reflecting the highest traits of 
India.n consciousness and chara.cter that would rally 
the scattered forces ::md diverse interests around 
Hself. It would be in spirit a harking-back to the 

old, perennial truths of thought a.nd conduct which 
have been conserved in the old records a.nd scrip­
tures o.nd revivecl by a host of saints a.ncl reformers,. 
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thinkers, and poets and artists-back to tho basic 
concept of the supremacy of the spiritual o~·er the 
material or rather the transfiguration of the 
material, the merely useful to the spiritual and 

oternaily right and true, the blossoming of the 

inward into the outward-;-thc radia.tion of the 
centre' to the periphcri-the belief in the moral 

• I • • 

order as a permanent reality which writes itself ou 
all History-the insistence on the sim !Jle charitieto 
aud · graceful pieties o( life both of the individual 

aucl the commn!1ity-the subordination of individ­
uality to broad social aims linked to a glowing 

faith in the spiritual autonomy of all sonls ((re~ 
in their o,·ir;h~ and Nscr11·r and free in their 1tlti111afr 

• I • • 

te11dm;:._,1 )-the belief in Dbarma, the :Rightcousnesi; 
that upbolrleth and sust.nineth as contrnsted with 
mere religiouB s~ stems·· and crcdal churchen---:t.h? 
perfect moral egnilihraf;ion of man an<l woman, as 
complementary sides to thehnman-divine triangle­

in fact the acceptance of the state as n, moral and 

social lever and not as a cramping hydrn.nlic press­

the circumBcribing of State activitic8 to the barest 
conceivable minimum--the task of the preservation 
of a real law and order ancl the conservation of the 
sociA.l fabric, leaving e-verything cl!ie to free choice 

24 



. 'l'HI~ AllSOLUTE SW.A.RAJ lDF.AL 

and selective associo.tion--these ar~ some of the 
basic truths inhering in I~dia.'s mind-.,oul_; when to 
this we add.the cr0wning vision of a cosmopclitan 

huma.nity -linked to the , stany; universe a.ud all 

creation and thus buttressed by a very wide and 
Jeep catholicity_ of temper and tradition and when 

we reflect that the history of lndie, as really under-
1;tood is a story of progressive cultural assimilation 
through changes ~f <lynasties ann vicissitudes of 
fortune even through years of so-_calletl political 
stagnation-we have every reason to hope that 
India once left free to set herself up will keep her 
torch bright and her ancient ~i-sion undimmed and_ 
contribute to the solutiou of 'many a world-t:...ngle 

in politics and sociology. 

As yet, however, such u.n ideal though visuali­
srrl by men like Swnmi Vivelmn::rn<la, Bhudev 

Mukherjee, Rnbinclra Nath, Arohind·a. ancl Jnga.dish 

Chandra in differ~nt phaEes and actively and inten­

sively realised to 1 a remarkabl_r iarge extent in 
political practice bv Mahatma Gandhi--has been 

J • 

but ~et); imperfectly grasped hy the educ_ated ciass,. 

- -so encrusted their mentality is by the cobwebs of 
alien culture. Iridin., however, specially Bengal 
and Bombay and Andhra hnn~ learnt to think ir; 
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those large proportions and • other provinces a.re 
Iollo"ing up. The Pan-Islamic sentiment active 
and virile has been responsible for a strong revival 
of the strong points of Indo-Islamic culture in the 
country and when the ludo-Aryan and Indo-Islamic · 
culture51 interpret and interpenetrate each other­
·the picture of a Swarajist India compn.cted of truth, 
beauty itncl strength will enrapture a.11 minds :.lnd 
the so-called philosophic and cultural olJstacle will 
be dissipated altogether. 

The Absolute Swaraj Ideal 
CUL'l'URAr., EcoNollnc AND AD~IINISTRA'l'IVE 

0:BSTACLES. 

The 'Cultnrists' are sometimes shy of & Revi­
·~alistic, Swarajist India. They forget that the 
culture of India is safe to conserve as well as to 
receive and that this culture is deeply imbedded in 
the mass-consciousness-and that there is no 
reason for fear that a Free India will hark back to 
an insular, parochial, contracted Indianism. The 
shams and fads, the cankerous stores of the alien 
impor~ation will go-as fast as ghosts before the 

rising sun-but the assimilations will remain, 
co louring ancl enlarging the currents of Indian 
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·thought and art. The basic concepts of Indian 
Society-the family, the marriage sa.nctitiee, the 
sacredness of private property, the moral idee.lism, 
the mystic fervour, the pragmatic spirit of enquir_v 
and endeavour will all remain, purged of age-long 
and accidental corruptions by the foreign impo.ct 
and critical spirit. India will know how to synthe­
·tise and construct-for her thinkers and doers of 
old and of now have the sense of lJ nity and 
Harmony a~ a, racial inheritance. Break t}:Je 
fetters of that Moha that has corroded our vital 
energy for a few decades-and India's lllOral and 
spiritual imagination will emerge into fuller 

radiance :i.s much as pragmatic ability will evolve 
sweeter and more humane methous in Industry, 
art a.nd practical Government. It is this magic 
illusion-this cultural atrophy-that kept Indi& Ofl 

to the ruts of mechanic slavery · anJ as soon as it is 

finally en.st off, the spotless, white image of ,L 

Puissant India will emerge and will light up a 
varied perspective of ever-widening coils of Pro-

. ,gress. In fact the Socialist, the Sy ndica.list, the 
,group associationist, tho religious-state idealist the 
philosophic anarchist have very little to offer Indi,t 

· in the way of novelty except by way of interesting 
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an~logy-the 'Dictatorship of the l'rnletariat' and 
other. cults of Sndm ascendancy seeking to place 
the machine,-man and ~he labouring-man co/ll'dice(11 

ab,mi the cutured and the moral forces-in Society 

-ate only a passing phaBe of world-evolutiou--the 

necessary, though terrible 11emrsi.• of a rabid, blood­

sucking, inhuman, inartistic mechanism 'in Social 
organisation. An11 India will know how to steer 
clear of these tor:::111.clo-phases of a decayed and 
dying Civilisution seeking to find back its lost 

ho.lance and equipoise of life anJ growth. 

'This naturally takes U6 on to the' l'C01l0111ic drtfi­
(11t1ty, 

1India has suffered the most in health. &nd 
wealth, physical and moral, from the incursion'of 
this F:('onomic lllcnace froril the West. A couutry 
of fine arts and graceful hao<lie:-n.fts -of home­
industries and sma 11 trade-guilds-thoroughly un­

ready for a hydra-headeJ monster of Iudustrialism 

of the colossal mill and factor_\' turned by steam 
and machinery, sh~ ha.s been a very great sufferer 

indeed l-Under the foreign iufluence, a.part from 

concerns solely Buropean, there have grown up 

large In<lian orgauisations also-where all the evils 
of vVestern lnclnstrialism are already making havoc. 
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And onr large capitalists are really growths of the 

.alien contact and they are naturally a,fraid f:hat a 

Free India might spell, min for them. As a mil.tter 

of fact, India has more to fear. from thi1- materialis­

tic money-grabbing spirit-from this economic 

exploitation tbat has bnen ~lowl_v, Ri.lentl.'" sapping her 

plP:sical ~Lnd moral strcugtb and which is responsible 
for all the miseries of the Indian colonial abroa<l, 

th11.n even from her political stutus · of iofotforitj. 
And the next battle of the Swaraji.st will h&v~ to be 

fought in the economic plane-fought relentlessly 

with method, precision, alert intelligence and broal\ 
htimanitr. Foreign capital and enterpris~ · a.ml 

science have _been lavishly ex.pended upon th~se big 
Inaustrial organisations and they h~ve suppliell 
field!!. of work to thousands and thousands of the 

istarving masses-they hnve trained, in spite of thelll­

gelv~s, many Indian ai;;pirants and may have given 

an impetus by example to the -nascent Indian. imi­

tative. '.rhe time for striking off the balance;sheet 

in this sphere of comparative profit and loss is 

not yet; but this would be a very perplexing que11-

tion in the near future and would require, much 

-careful handling an"d generou8 trea.tment. 
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Will Intlia, ever grow to be a militarist­
industrial State-a menace to world-pea.cc and a, 

,,rea.ter menace to her own steady evolution along 
t:, 

right line8 ? rl'he question is interesting but baffling 
and we may leave it here with the thought that 

:lot present I nclia has yot for long to evolve her 
tre.de a.nu industry on the big sen.le-as well as the 
sroa.11-a.nd until she passes through tho full cycle 
of her industrial experience, the controversy bet­
ween the centralised and decentrnlised school o[ 
Bconomic thonght had best be shelved. Dr. Ra.­

ilha.ka.mal Mookherjee in his 'Founda.tions of Indian 

Rconomics' bas reviewecl the topic at some length 
and with n. good deal of illustrative brilliance, but 
we have not hecn convincecl that he has got the 
right solution. The vision of the Irn1ian village 
home-influstry l'corga.nised on an American basis of 
electric power and an Indian bn.sis of n.rt, 
clelicacy arn1 moral Loauty, seems too remote 

~nd besides is a hybrid concept. Lenin bas been 
attempting the electrification of Russia-but the 
masses do not a,ppear to rcspon<l. Let us all hope 
India. will not have to paas through such an oi:cleal 
of economic suffering and mn.l&djustmcnt as has 
become chronic in the West. Some wn,y must be 
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found however, for the protection of ,v estern trade· 
interests in India-the most ideal way being a 
national project iu good time of buyiug up all these 
foreign concerns, and turning them over to Indian 
control and ownership-so far as we can see at 
present, the agricultural and forest and waterways 

development in India requires more immediate care 
I 

than rearing up gigantic Indian industries-for 
which the requisite capital, talent and spQcial 
knowleclge will yet take some time to concentrate. 

The administrative difficulty is more easily 
disposed of. Swaraj will have to introduce rigid 

economy in n.Jministration. The question of the 

over-staffed departments with fat-salaried European 

ancl Indian heads-of the over-paid few in lurid 
contrast to the nuder-paid many in the services, 
will have to be tackled. There must be a large 

<lccreaso in the percentage of Europeans in the 
higher services: these should be pensioned off and 

:t cheaper but equally efficient Indian agency_substi­
tµteJ. r:I.'he personal luxuries of the official must 
be cut down-in fact we may take a leaf out 

of Japan in this respect. rl'herc must be 
largo rcductious of the fat salaries and of many 

31 



THE PHILOSOPHY OP GANDHIS,r 

:reduplicated offices. Ma1.1y (lepa.rtment.s may b0 

run together-in fact district n.utonamy an<l 
organisation of district services inter-change­
able between different areas ~url the meeting of the . . ' . 

expenses by District rates might go a long \Ya_v 

tnwn.rds simplificat.ion. The. Police cxpcnsei,; ar,:\ 
bound to visibly lfocrcase--for the interrntl P<?licing 

may be left mostly to a Hort of National Militia. 

'rhe rnost difficult question would. be the 1\rmy an·d 
the Railways. An Indian-controlled army will 
need some little time to take shape-meanwhile t.he 
pay of army officers must he reduced to . Indian 

sta~clards and the foreign recruit s9dulously, 

p'ersistently and speedily replaced hy the Indian 
and the pay of the Indian private must be 
raised. 'l1he lndia.n army like the Indian Civil 
Service must be Indian in personnel, an.cl. ma.nned, 
office1·ed, and controlled hy the people .. 

Possibly it will be useful-nay imperative­

to hs.ve a sort of compulsory military training for 
11.ll men• between the ages of 18 and 3) ; district 

centres to orge.ni11e this in respective areas-only a. 
central Army College will have to be situa.ted in 
every Provincial centre and the entire thing joiue<l 
to itn all-India Institute for special expert training. 
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'l'he present shifty arrangements o( mili_ta,ry train­
ing must be superseded by a steady, speeily aml com­

plete Indianisation. 

'l'hc difficulties here also a.re immem,·,::-it will 

need almost Herculean effort to train the services 

'less pay an<i more honest and efficient work. It m:iy 

take ~ome time before the Europe:m he::ul:;, sped­
:1.lly the trained experts, can ::i.11 be dispensed with~ 
hut-the task must be proceeded with. In fact th:e 
best titlent of the Nation should be diverted to 

organising and creative and not merely adminis­
t.ratrve work, for which a. fair share of common 

-:iense, some educn.tion a.ncl honesty and l:'ritcticlt.l 

,:nergy alone are sufficient. 

These arc the avenues to ::i. practicn.l Sv.-araj, 
•· . 

which boldly faces the reality of the I nnian sit.mt-

tion, without surrendering an iota of the i1lcali:31u 
:tnd moralism of the Gandhi movement--which is 

,• ·. .. .. 

a re~ulated, graded movement liacl.· to the ~ld unity 

:a.nd simplicity and fur1ca1'1l to a. future of complex. 
iutr_o.~social organiBP.tion. 
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Problems of Swaraj 

RACL\L l.,:.,;rry 

'l'he question of the cemcnti 11g i:ir" ra('.i:d unity 

is a, <lifiicnli one. \Ve may le:we ,mt t.hc European 

element altogether outside pre~l·nt dii.,c1.1ssio11. B~t 
lnuia.n Christia.us and Buddhists, and the l'a.r:>i com­

munity have their specific cultures :tu<l at iii ties anil 
th...,ir miuority interests musi, ue c~trcfully Hhielded 

fro,u harm ::mJ if :di possible facilities .:.ire provided 

fot t,heir normal dc,..elopment focy will fall into line: 

with the mu.jority rc:Ldily. 'l'lll} ,lomieilcd gnro­

pea.u will either hu,vc b leave or mu.ke up his 

miud to be content an,1 st:iy on an<l J)l.'Ovided 

he provoo useful and continues to Rhow the ohl 
-E!Ill,<-•tprise, he will also be treated honnnmbly anil 

as a ce11,l .. sset o[ value to the Nation. 'l'ho big 
qn~:i:;t.ion o{ Hindu-l\Inssu.lm1111 unity 1111rnt be. 
l'ebulutely faced without cyasivc pa.tchlights. 'l'ho 

lodia11 Mussalmau's weakness in the past lu:-i been 

to iuok with one eye on Iudin and with the other 

on lsla.111ic centres abroad. 'l'he new cult •Jf Pan­
Islu.mism has its fascination to :1. consi<lorable 

sectivn of culi.ivate<l Mnsso.!m.rns; hut this mnRt be 

eubordinatc.;J to P.an-Inclianism. The Tncli~i11 ::.\lus1,a.l-
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nian will do well to take np mnch moM of t)w lliwln 
philo;,ophic ancl cthica,l and literary culture th,Lll 

he h,~,; hitherto do111! :tnd the Indian Hindu also will 

have ~,_) npl~n ,.;o:nc new windows in hi,; culture-­

mansion and t'.tkc in large Jra.nghl.s vf · Isla.111ic 
Lhcolog_v, philosophy nu<l practice. 'l'ho interrraJ 

problemH of: Turkey or Egypt. or Pcrsin, or Ara.bin 

mn.y linsc their iuter1}st for cv0ry cultivated lnJi.i,n; 

hut fol' 11, good rn;i.ny ,·c:u·s Indian problems shoulrl 

alone cngnge n.11 his pa,t.riot~c ~,::al and service. 

It will be goocl for the lnJian l\fossalmn.n to 

go t~ t.hos.:: p.1l'ts for the ::,tu<ly o.ncl reinter­

preto.tion ol' his Scripture~ an,1 Philoiiophy-but he 

will hrwe to giv,) np his drc:11113 if ttny such exist. 

of n, Pan-lelamic \Vorld~SL,li,c, for such belong t0 

an old, far-off a.gc. Geography and tmdc might have 
moro to do with politica,1 ren.djustmnnts in the· Now 
Erci, tlw.ll merely rdigious atli.uities. CuHurc-ct1nt.ros 

should iu future 111,Llrn ,Lmple provi:;ion foL· pa.L'ttllel 

Himln, Butl,lhist, Christian a,nd Jsh1mic studics bui; 

co11sist,~nLly clise,)tm1gc ilonomin:itional Universiti•J~, 

which IH:tke for r11ptu1.·,1 nnd de:.witge mther Limn 
for nnit.y. /-',11• t/,,,_1i1.1"''" ,if° /,11/,ia r,•.,f.~ o,t tfte c,dtu1 .. i.'. 

1•t31•i1)/'1Jt•it 11 111" all i:/1.ts-<,•s; ,in str,•.,.;in!/ /"1i 11f .< of i.l,?11lit 11 

tvltfr/i 1//"f' •ll""?/ rt,/,/ ,·lil'li1111.li1/f/ I,_,! //((flfr,,1 .,;l11~7;,., ji•Ji11(_,; 
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,,/ d:m_r;1:amnlf wliich. 1,01sf l,e few. More unrestriclci:' 
. mnfnal social intcr,~onrse nnd culturc-commnnio11 

as \\·ell as a. participa.tion in the country\; scrvicP. and 
in common national festivities are sure to ce1ncnt 
this unity till t-hc tw,) great races arc brothers fo1· 
:di time. 

Problems of Practical Swaraj 

ADM1 ~HSTJ, A'l'J 0~ 

The problem or Ad111inistratio11 under a H) stem 

o[ practical Swaraj prcsud~ cutn.i n wclhkfin:cc:. 
aspects. "\Ve deb.ii tli<'rn he:low :-

. (a} 'l'hc Govern!i;cnt must Lie tl,-,-1:,,/ ruli.~erl~ a.TJ1( 

( l_,) urnn dml ,;yoma11 wusL lrnv,\ cquitahlc parLicip'.'--

1 io11·; (e:• the Hiu,lll-:i.\Iui-::,durn11 unity must be 

couse:n·c·cl :incl cb,Jpc:ic,ll; (l1) the cductLtioual method 

:nHl m:1.cl1i1wry e,)mpldcly t>verl,anlccl Ly an cutirel.,· 
11c,,· c•utlool, an,] eil.ucation rnust, lJc 111adc ,Lvailabll' 
tc, nil cl:1s~(•R; (,;) ;,b.:: system of justice must be 

chc:qWll('cl :rnrl s/,r;1igh(e1Jctl; (f) lht\ revenues r_e­

:icl,iusted, certain r:~~-~~ :rncl -:.a~cfi ar,'. to be raised 

:-i no spent in the ,foitricts for local c:Jcvelopmcnt in 

.:,ducation, sanibtio!l. commnnicnt.io11s anc1 1oca1 
jnclusiry n11tl agt·iC'·1lr1>rc; (:,.:) tlw lancllaws :n·l~ !:n 
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be revised, the lnmlowniug ciassc::; mnst he 1wr­
:--maJcd tu surrender s011ll! uf thc,ir spe~i::i.l privileges 

for the mttional benefit arnl, auscntee l.tudlorJism 

mailc impossible; (h) :t consistent rural cle,elop­

mcut scheme tu he th reslted ont n.ud a considerable 
,tmount of local vower is to l:c Yosi;l)(l in Yillage 

bodies; (i) protedivc tariffs :uc lo lw \milt up; 

(j) organisations among grnup~ of workers i11 simihu: 
:md allied tmdes and m:1nufactures are t,,) he set np 
:ts ,,,t:il as (k) corn:iliatiou hmirns in each import,rnt 
industrin.1 cent.re to mciliatc I ,et ween L:tb0m· ,tml 

Cavital in grnye cases of ,liflieulty; 0) a well-pbn­

netl forest-conserv:ttion :-;t.;heme is iu IHi L:tkcn in 

h,tncl; (m) I.he avaihtble nrnn-po\\"er in higher 

Science-rcse:uch and mining rr:n.nufaclnrc is to be 
eouccntrated and utilised; (11.1 the :r::1ilways must 

be made state-concerns an,1 the e11tire Hailw:iy_ 
system is to he rcv;sed; (o) special culturc-ccutrcs 

must he opened for UlC growU1 of an .\.ll-Intli:1 

t:ultnre ::tncl parallel aml supplcmentn,ry \Vcstern 

culture; lp) the woman's education qucsti0n is to 

he thoroughly rcmappe1.l and vi·goronsly pnshctl by 
it Committen mainly o[ women experts; (q) the 

1ucstion of military arnl naval training is to be 
tn,kcn up earnest.Jy; (r) alJfl ln"tlY agencies for the 
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l"egnlation of . trade--inland rmd forcigu, are 
to he opened ; (s) effective means are to be devised 

for protecting the village agriculturist from the 
i-edulous clntches of tbc usurer on the one hand 

and the exploiter's middle-man on the other. In 
Bengal the question of (1) wat,erwaya and (2) of 
t.hc mnlnriHl pest as well as of (3) q.bsentee land­

lunfom1 and (4) the problem of rural reconstruction 

in general 011 the o~e lrnnd, ancl (5) the <]UC:\stion of 

caste anomalies, (G) of woman'~ status and cdnca-. . 
tion, (7) of cultural unification of Jiiudns and l\faho-

,u~dnm; appear 1-u be the most pressing problems. 

'l'hc reint-; of the t•dministration should l,c cn­

t.rw;tcd to men with special fit.ness in ew•ry sphere 
-tho Head of each Department being :i. man of 
ltigh moral and inldlectual calibre and left to mnke 

Iii:, ~clcetion of cnpnhlc higher subordinates who 

r, .iglit fit.ly int.erpreL a nt1 work uut his policr-aU 

nt;poLism i:-; to Lie ~tcrnly tliseourngcd--thc Caliinet. 

to be an e!Tective coalition of various shade" ,_,f talent 

:1~""'.d culture-a body of picked iiwn, tried men, who 

h;,.,·e already dcrnon:-;lratcu tlwir patriotic courage 

:,.nd fervour by Hacrifie1: itrnl who woulil cOJUL: up for 
11:1.Li(•11al worl, in thl.: :-piriL of a lllisFion.,l'y. The 
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emoluments of such Cabinet members need not 

oxcecd ten thousand ,L year; office establishments, 
a.re to be _pruned but the men kept on must ba pai~. 
handsome 1,a.laries averaging from fifty to two 

hundrcn. :i.nd fifty--thc highest officer in any depart­
ment not getting over five hundred rup~es. The 
F~uropean clement should be speedily pcnsionccl ,,II 

and no F.urnpean is to be: kL'pt on the permanent 
list, hut is to l,o employed on a limit.co term l>:1sis; 
t,he count r:, will nor. require Europeans :tH experts 
except for some litt.!c time iu the Army and Navy 
and iu Highm· Hcsearch and Intlustries. With local 

:rntonomy iu the Di8tricts the 11dministr:1:tivc.: pro-
1,lmn is bound to be much simplifieJ, care be:iug 

t., ken to 1rnYe the District Admir,istration Commit,. 
t.ceR fillfll ,,·ith the best mc11. 'l'ht: qucstiou of 
:Hlministrali,·0 economy :ind reorg,1.11ifiatiL1u m{ed to 
he ,1ttackcd in a practir.al eourng•:ons spirit, because 
present conrli~ions are tophcavy and thoroughly 
unsuited to prc~em needs. 

No amo1m1 of rctrnnch,nent in the old, mecha-
11icu'l fo:-hio11, for '.vhich provincb1 r,~tn:1H:h1wiut 
,:om!niUt:cs 1loing sp:Ltlc-work for the mneh-atln'r­
tisccl Inc:hc::apl· Curnrnittcc have bce11 formed, will 
sct·vc the- purpose. \Vhat is w.rntc,l ifl a root-aF 1-



•rim I'IIIL0SOJ'IlY uF G ANDHISM 

branch, drastic overhauling of the entire oyer­
g.row~. hloatec1 system, which caters so tcrnlerl_v 

and ceremoniously to the vamped-up needs cf ~be 
o~er-pn.icl civilian and is so uncharitable to _the 

needy, starved assistant, which is thoroughly un­

India.n, foisted from without, extraneous and exotic. 

We wa,nt a system, thoroughh Indian-Indian to 

t.he tips; cheap, efficient, nurtured in the springs of 

patriotism and social service. The glib talk of the 

'British character,' of the 'British efficienc:v ,' of :Lu 

administr:ition which is for India, must give way 
a.nd make room for a broader vision and a saner. 

more practical outlook. All that India wants is to 

be sa,·cd from the officious importunities of non­

Indian friendship; she will know pretty well 
how to set her house in order, when left f,•er to 

evolvt' i1er methods and ideas. 

Social Service 

Landlonlism, landlaws, village reconstruction, 

tho relJ11i/,lill:', repeopling, re-educating and re-bC;1l­

ing of village centres, social and economic regroup­

ing of village interests, the reclamation of waste 

and p:-ist,nrc land-these are some of the most 
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SOCIAL SERVICE 

.pressing pr0blems of the uear futuru. "Ba.ck tu 
the v-illagc '' is sure to Le one o[ the riuging, 
insistent cries of the Patriot-at lca:;t in Bcugal­

•for many ::t long year to come; n.nd the qncstiun of 

Bengal Ma.bria, choked waterways, undeveloped 
Ho:.u]s,_:evcn Uw questions of Bengal's women, of 

the caste and purda,h---:mll the urgent queslion uf 

Mass Educa.tio:i..1 are to 11:- intimately linked up with 
this villn.~0 n.evc!opmcnt problem. The tlispropor­
Lionatc ~xod11s to the town~ has got LL• 11,, l·i1,:..:kcd 

and n, flow ha.cl: :Lttcmpted; for this, young men 

and women ar0 neeJod. made o( gritty fibre and 

muscle, both of body a.nc1 mind. A truer rcY:Lluin;; 

l)f old economic arnl moral valncs in lifo nuly will 

,m:1blc citizens tn :LLtcmpt this task ,r.rnl malrn 
Jutlin.n life more S\Vcet, poet,ical n.tHI he.tlt.hy. 

Social SC'rvico in a wide sen:;e 111 ust i1e the 
,ibsorhing occupation of a.n increasing munber of 

. citi:i:cns, 111,111 aud woma.n, in the days to come. 

What vast opportunities for sucb selfless work lie 

3prca<l auo11t u~-wha.t misery, what, destituti0n, 

what ragge1lncss, what ignot·ance, wlrnt ,1irt and 

:lisease ! \Vork for enslaved woman, for exploited 

~a.bourer, for sweated agL"iculLurist, for the so-called 
... depresserl " ,.:;)u,s1,cs, for tho blind, tho deaf and the 
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c1nmb, for the leper, the luna.tic--for the helpless 
widov; with the grey a.utummi.l sadness slowly s'teal­

ing into her life-for ~nsanitary lm.~tces, ovt:r­

crowded nests of filth. moral and physical-for the 

unw11ry and superstitous pilgrim and the famine­
::ctriclrnn human brother and sister dying and rotting 

l ,y the way-siclc--work for the' training of our hill­

folk, simple, sweet, ioyom; pri10iLive types, interest­

ing relics of an ohi-world civilisation fast degenera­

ting into unsuccessful imitations-the· education of 
public: opinion i11 the rcvisualising of the past 

11:1tional glory :Ln.l in hcalt:1, social law a □ rl ecouo­

mical law on the platform and in the press and 

through llrn.le;;s obscure: wa,s of silent and subtle 

~nterfusiou-what a mass of work for the willing 
l 1cart, the eapable brain, the sinew,· hand, a,nd the: 
,,ggrcssivl: ,vill ! Vllrnt 11iight uot he clone yet­
rndecmiug penanc~ for 1nst neglect-by chart and 

, mtp, tl11' magic bntern and the cheap portable 

,·inema. ~ 

An<l for such work In,lia. would need wo1ucn 

llt1 m,~11 l,:-,· the thousancls-n. work for the idco.l 

t,~a.chcr. rdnrmcr, jounrnlist ! 

•.rl1<·11 tlw ,bvclop111cnt of tlw Indirtn forests 
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anc1 tl1e lmli:111 c11lliY:1tic,n--thc co11ccntrat.ion 
of her .::ngirnwriug n ncl constru~tiYe skill rn 

building up our internal trade--the well-disposed 

rotation of the crop, the well-drilled distribntion of 

agricnlt-nr:1 l pro1focc-· -the development, of our 

~plcndicl river-craft awl rivcriue tmdc-mny they 
not occupy the life-cnergim, of thousands npon 

1 housn nds ? 

\Vork t,here is, of magnitude and di111ensioni:' 

eolossal, for n.11 thnt nrc willing ;--t:hc ,\·ill to work 
is alsC1- thcr(: given the propor opportunity ~nd 

guidance tlu: rest will follow. 

And then T rn1ia requires ofor;r services of (,ther 

types -i.lw po\\·cr of handling intcrnn.!.iona.l· topics, 
ol' controlling and 8haping f,,1oig11 relationE, of 

organising arn1 controlling au ,·nicient mcrc:~nlile 

1narine, an erticknt. air-scrvicu, hosidL·~ the requi~ite 

militar I training b_, [I, I, ind of q un Ii lied conscription 
-the capaeit.y to org1rnise Jm1ian culturc·misRionE 

to foreign partf: an,l J•·t , .. .- !'"·'·"' to t:i kc 'i.1 p the vain­

able clcme11b-: in foreigp ~cit'llcc: and culture-the 

skill to regulate home po'.itic-~ :1 nd affairs wit.h 

encrg), decision, spuccl, to chccl- corruption in all 
places, high a1:<l low-the• pow(•r to make ltthour 
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more cJ'licient and skilled-tll(t 7,:,11·,1r io. slwl'l ,,,· ,.,.,,­

s,.fidatio,, of l,,n111• 1111d ,n,,:·al (lli,f ,·1tl111,-11I , .. ,1"'"·"'i""· 
uhroml-a ll this mu~t. Ii,, formed liy 11Hm of ;:;peci.d 

·aptit,udc arnl <la.ring, if India is to keep up her pl:te,... 

in the ,v orlcl's affairs and not sink an<L swim :tim­

lessly, blindly groping like man_v an other ln.ncl 
where also Freedom's star has just. hegun t.o shine'. 

The 6th Gandhi Day 

Hemcmucr :\--fahatmaji's pa rtiug mess:1gt~ : 

Khaddar-National Unity-Remov,1l of the curse of 

Unto11ch,1 bility. It is now six month::; since om· 

Cnpt,iin ifohatm~ G,tnc1hi acccptcc1 the pcnamu:~ 
of n. Eis years' i11car,~1~ration i11 expiation of our sins. 

'rhe voice tlrnt sournled the c;all of Lhe coming 1lnom 

is now hnshcil; the pent-bat. wrote in fire i,; silon...:c,1. 

'rlrn gi\~.tt .'/''!!; is nnv,, liYing his lieu of pra.ycr ttnd 

mec1itat.i0n in his ,,;0lif.:1n· cell ; cnrrcnts of outsick 

activit_v. fits of moorly depression, veerings ol' opi11inn 

touch him not. In pr:,yerfnl isol:ttion <loes tlw 

saintly anchorite keep his vigil-his Gr.il his only 
Polc-st:1.r, his consci0nce his only refuge, holy • 

Prf'11iil1fll,,. the cnlt of Universal love, the P.ree<l of 

_:non-Yinlcll(:c in ·' thought arnl wonl .111,l ,loed," his 



u11l_r we:ipons u[ offence :tntl dcfcnl'r. Jiis sword is 

1iw S\L")t·rl of tl1e spirit, bis ligbt.ning is of the soul'::, 

clf11l~l't1c,:. A"/,,,,1,fo,- in c,·ery huml! and hamlet is 

his parting gift to the Indian peopl!' he loYcs with 

--nl'h a :-cu per-al ,t111d:.1,nee of Love'. The llll'Ss,1gc of 

Trnlli. (,!'Unity-of Si1upli~ity. of courngl;cn1s organi­

;;:1 t ion for mora I ends is wllat he: left with us before 

a,:e..-q,ti11µ his Yit:ill'iou,; Hlll~·.,ring. 

HnYc \\'<::-e:1.ch ,me .lf ns, 111a11 aml womau,. 

irrcspcctiYc of cast~~. crc,~rl, community,-acceptccl 

his holy moss:1gc '? D1J we feel in our m_iucls u.. 

;;t irring, l1owm·,:,•r <lim :.1.n,1 faint, of his passion'? 

Here h\~for<' onr <'yes stan•l:-: n. new Christ crncifiecl 
licc:111se of onr wc:1.kncss ! Here is the Maitrcya 
Bnrldlrn who is reinc:i.rnated in this gencmt~on ni,1.d 

has ·tn l,en upon his conscc:·:,J,l',l i-honh1crs tbQ bnrdcn 

of th(' ,nwta·~. woe! Here is t.hc new. Srcc 

Chnit:rnyn roplaying hiH L,Jve's Drnrna ! Herc ~s the 

JlCW Apoi;;tfo nf ;t now HU!ll[~uis111, :l llOYCl unifying 

:,ccsimilatic111 '. Lc_t u~ then.mll~- in millions rouncl 

the banner o[ Swn.raj he bas unfurled ; let us take 

11p in religious zeal, the Zl'.'.1} 0f a crusader', the 

:neekncss nf a Vaishna.v:.., ~he long-sufi'ering cliarit_\· 
of a l\foslcm -\1is p'.l8i3ior..a.te er,r ror Kh:u1dar ! 



'Illl:.: Prr1u,s,wnY 1)1•' G,u.;vrn::;,1 

Let m; ohscn·e this lioJ_,. cltL)' in our >l:1Li,111al 
CaleucL1r in re\·,~rc1w.,~ ,111,l r1,w,:. Let 11s ,ve:tr 
Khn.dcfa,r i11 the sti:e,,t·. :111,l in our hom•!S, let us 

preac11. Khaddar, _ let us orgtrnifi•! Klrn,ldar, let us 

cover t.l1e whole eqnn~-ry with :L net-,sork ol: Klmcldar 

or6a.nisn.tions. :.\[r:n ar,: '.\-a.Hteu, money i-; wanted 
-bnt what is most \\'a ntcJ i:-i :1 Crns:11.h•r's holy zoal, 
passion1essncss, an,1 most oC :111, Love. 

The 7th Gandhi Day 

Yet 11,uothor month !-and the applD ,it lnJin.'s 

. •:iyo, th::i revered of millions, t;ho scltloss lover of the 

good o.m1 t.hc true u.nJ tbc hcn.ntifnl, the Len,d,~r of 

Resurgent Bha.rnta.varsh:.t, the new messenger of :1 

ue,\· J-:,angcl n[ ch:1rity, hope '.lnd hu11H1,11 brotht>.r­

hoou-the mn.n-goll, the ,rn.i11t of tho ~t.:1rved boJy 
a.uJ the hculthy-grown soul, the:1postlo of soul-force, 

the Martyr, the poet-patriot, the moral Evolution::ir_v 
,,ll in onc---Lhe r,tr-sighte<1 T'iAg:th-sight,ing Stn.te,:;­

m,~n --i1:; i;till immured within prison wtills ! He ii­
therc, our Gn!'.tr, ottr i\fahatrna, locke,111p 11.ty in 

,trn1 ifay out---with his he:1rt fix0d on the n.gonics of 

his eo-:-u~try, l1iR sonl fixc,1 in God, his e_,·,~,_ hen.ming 
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with effulgent, love, his forehead glistening witi~ the 

dews of divine swcn.t, ! H'1 is there, t.hinkiog our. 

wa,j'S and means of unwe:Lving the tangled wcb cif 

-a.lien bungling diplomacy which h:i.s the country 

fa.st in its toils. Non-contnct with a polluted wodd, 
non-contact wit,h the suUle wiles of :111 nnintelli­

gent, ca,ll0113 bureaucracy ensure to the i.--,i.im 

lo.rgnr contact with the divine forc,1s wunnng 
in a.ud arouuJ. him. The luinp shiuini.; rn 

his soul requireR not the extra.u,~ous a.i.l of 
a.rt.ificial light,. \Vh0,t won<ler tlll!U, if ·(m· 

affodecl hy harassment. or misreprcsenta.tion, the 

pas:•ionless yo~i keeps the Divine Fb1us! burning iu 

the dark, unvisited chambers of :-iolitude ,Lllll silence' 

Shine on, thou Fbme-Spiral of the DiYinc Efful-

. gencc-sbino ever : the world has n.:Cll for a. ldnb 

spell for snch :.tH thee! 

What N. C. O. Ha.s Achieved 
lt has moraliAccl politics and rn.is0.d it fr,:,;n n, 

leii:;ai·ed hobby into an all-abs;orhing .'-"adlw1111-i11 

fact l'urgeri it of almost all grossness, low 1:hic-:rn,~ry 
and cunning deceit and made of it, an i<lcalism. lt 
ha::; hrnughL on!;_ tho htont Hpirit of :-':l,c·.riiice in ;hL) 
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J ndian mind to beautiful forms and thrown out :1 

J,osl c,f political ascetics and 1rntt tyrs. It has 

n:inentetl raci:tl homogencit, :m<.1 absorbed the 

Hi•11Ju :md l\Jussn.lman and all other Communitie2 

i'n its catholic embrace a:; brothers for all tililc. H 

hns prnct-ically annalled the age-long isola.tion of 
our womr,11-folk and enlisted them b_,. hnndredfi 

in the cu.use. Tt has almost realiseu :t condition or 
total dryness throughout India by the unpara.llelled 

anti-liquor :igibttion. It bas set up large numbers 

or :irbilrntion-courts and conciliation committees 

throughout the conntry a.nd thus fostered soci:il 

c-co11orny arnl hrmnony. It has again set up a very 

strong ''Swarlcshi " in the matter of industries_;_. 

speciully strcsc:ing the possibility of the country 

_prorllicing its own wea.ring out-fit. It hn,s set afloat 

:i l'P:l 1 :rn<l persistent desire for a real, manly system 

of <:d uc:i tion :1 nr1 already achieved some of this 

,le-sire in prncticc. It has quickened the habit of 

H'lf-trns\ in ew:ry Rphcre of life :rnrl given tlw 

lJllic,tus for e,·cr to ''living for mere life," to ignoble· 

liYing, tlrn:-; fostering a sturdy· spirit of ~elf-respect 

:w10111,;st all classes. It has dGstroyed for ever the· 

prL';;figc of the: British occupation n.nd sh;;wn n1> the 

pliysieal fore,~ bsifl on which it really r.c:,t;;. n hR,f'-
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'lJt·ought all shades of thought practically to its foH 
by uow, so that at any moment India as a. whoJ,3-
may i1Chieve a practical, political Swa.raj. It h;:::; 

given India a leada at last-a. leader realising for 
-.a.II without exception India's Swadharma. 

Gandhism : the Khaddar Cult 

'l'he theory ,1,nd pm.dice of Gaudhism embrar:e 

the whole sphere of Indial'1 Nationalist effort to-dn.:,-. 

'.rhe pessimists say the Gandhi · programme fails to 

make headway. The Bureaucrat chuckles th~t the 

unbalanced, vision.try ' agitator' is safe within­
pl'ison-walls. Om brown bnreancra.ts of the Sast,r 

type go about the ' Dominions,' talking of lndi~'!l 

right to the bare rights of a barren citizeuship out: 
side ludia, and incidentally damning the m,1n 

Ganclbi by faiut praise. The man G:tndhi is a. 

s,tint, he is Christ-like, he sucks the leper's sores arHl 

ea.ts the poor man's food :1Ud tlresses in a strip d 
home-Rpnn loin-cloth ;-but-but his activities ttl·e 

·mischievous. He is•' a philosopher anarchist with 
itn impossible· icle,t of the proper method of Govern­

ment.'' i\rica.nwhile there are not wanting .signs d 
incipient revolt within the camp. Some OongreEt]-
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men go about demonstrating the futilit~· of ·1111xm~ 

up piety with politics, others sniff their noses about 
Khaddar as a half-way ,house to Swan~j. Some 
talk of a lull, others of a set-hack; one section out­

Gandhies · Gandhi himself in its professions of 
eternal faith in non-violence forgetting the other 

half of the creed called Non-co-operation ; yet 
anothtir ilins its faith in Non-c·o-opnl'cttiotr· tlivorced 

frum the implicatiom; and . oLligatiorn; uC non-vio­
leuce. Some t.herc n.re whu would ask of the 
Congress ·a withdraw;d, nnconditiunal an,l nn-· 

qualified, of the so-enllccl triple bo_, cott; otht~r;:; arl' 

for precipitating a policy uf r~~sponsiw co-opemtiou 
ancl take the uarne of the Lokman, a lo cover an 
~•,t-tempt at retreat. Some tLre for orgnuising a. sort 

· c,f 'Jli:dificu muss CiYil Disobedience;. otht:1·s are for 

Htn'~siug Civil Disobedience in its indiYidnal aspccL 
Tli•.'rc 111ay e,·en be a yet. inar!,iculate secti0n of 'im­

p:,ticnt realists, whu woulcl have <lisubeclience, civil 

or nneiYil--a chaos,. n pnrnlisis, a wild' '1'11.ndavu' 
<lancL~ t.hroughont th(~ count,r_, .. 

From ouc puiut of Yiew, these. cr ... 1s~-eurreuts 
of opinion ancl i-,lowh- fonuiu« thourrht afford 

• 1::1 .., 

increasing evidence o[ the country's iitness for im-

medi:ltc 8waraj ; for 110 they not tell evcrybodr 
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with a 'dispassionate open:-eyed mentality, : that•· the 

forces of thought, ·that wonder-working; transmut­
ing· alohem ~-, have ·at last been ·:let loose. over· Che 

:wide spaces-do· they not· prove that the desert·of 

barren a.rid ity has at last blossometHn.to the_ rose? 
But· even a rose-garden bas its weeds and "itr1 
meshes of thorns anrl ,prickles ; ·and. the garden'; can 

onl~• prosper . and laugh into be1iut.r and bloom 
•When a master-gardener is there, tO!Shear 11nd prune, 
to manure and water. A.nd certainly no intelligent 

· man ,would throw out the master-gardener, and :go 

t,c> quacks a11Ll nmut~nrs for the upkeep of his rose 

g-arden. 

4 Let us then follow tp.e prec_~pts, take up the 
recipes of the Master-Gardener of the rose-garden. 

Let us not iJ1·ate in the w:11s of shallow Europeu­
nism of the will of . the majority o~ th·e General 
will-phrases without moral and spiritual connota­

tion; let the morali~ed, sublim11rted will of I,n.dia 

find realisation for many a lo1;1g year in the per­

fectly balanced, the supremely pure, the unta.inted, 

the unallo~·ed 1uoral will ~f the Mahatma. 

·-'£he lul'\t will and te~tnment bequeathed to the 
Na.tion by the l\fahatma-lct that be our wora~ 
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-war-cry: Khaddar. Khaddar-thc emblem of 
purity in the home and the public street, the pledge 
of nnity, the economic redemption of sweated India. 
the sweet and sane protest against the mode1·n 
industrialist-militarist syetem, that horrid, stinking 
V&mpire sucking the life-blood of East and \VeAt, 
-stalking demon-like across the waste and· dreary 
spaces of man's earthly habitation. GandhismiG 

_ & very simple moral proposition: "Get thee hehin,l 
me, 811,tan." "Go back, oh ye sons and daughters -
of India on the old culture ; go back to the village : 

J;O back to the loom ; go hack to God and 'fruth." 

The Triple Boycott 
Much steam is being spouted in political cirdti~ 

for some time past on what has been called 'I he 
triple boycott!' The boycott of educational instit,n­
tions, the bo_ycott of British law-courts, the ,bpycoU 
of Councils have forrued the chief planks of the N. 

C. 0. programme. A section of opinion was growing 

in pa.rt of Maharashtra, possibly in parts of Ben~a.l 
in favour of the withdrawal of this three-cornerecl 
boycott. 'rho.t opinion, however, found little or 
:no rnsponse and bas almost been scotched by tod.&y. 
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The triple boycott and the triple demands go to­
i:c,ther ; they are links in the eame chain, ihe 
negative and the positive. electrodes of the same 
-0irouit. 

The Congress declared a boycott of GoTern­
menta.l Schools and Colleges~on the ground thst 
Bducation impo.rted there was nnsuited to the 
country's needs, that such education was unconnee-­
ted with the patriotic instincts, that it made of ita. 
11lumni 'imitation Europeans." '.rhe unreality, the 

exotic character, the dehumanising a.nd denationa­
lising aspects of this education "persist" and we 

fail to see why the country should be advised to go 
back on a. well-considered decision based on moral 
g-rounds which are absolutely unassailable. 

'l'rue, many of the stl'a.yed revellers have gone­
back to their prison-holes, where Humanity ie 
stamped and pressed into a uniform level of same­
ness, where God gives way to Mammon, where the 

intellect is immeshad within the narrowing cobwebs · 
of un-India.n and therefore partial notions of life 

and its problems and solutions. True, the Univer­
Hities have still a stinted and starved, parched, 
joyless existence-true the colleges a.re filled with. 
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poor souls ,vho drift a.bout. aimless a.nd idea.-lesa, 
k>w&rrls a. future of blank economic· uncertainty 
and moTal asphyxio.. True, ·the schoolmaster is 

yet a.broi:!.d with his birch which no longer ooro­
ina.nds obedience and with a purse not overstocked. 
T~ue, the very Gods in Olympus must be sho.king 
their si~es with laugh.ter to see men, 'dressed in' 

brief lit_tle authority' prodding and gesticulating a.t 
each other and setting the pace for the ma.nne1:s 
of the younger generation. 'l'rue, finances aro low, 
promises still lower, and credit is a vanishing quan­
iity. · But what of that ? The Sun rises and the 

Sun sets, the Hoogly flows on, the University 

pa.sees' are colossal and the berths are ·shrinkfng_:_ 

men may come and men may go, but the Educo-· 
:tiona.l Department with a big E and the· University 
with a. capital U go on for ever. Because the blind 
lead the blind,. should the Congress also follow- and. 
lead, both into the ditch ? 'rhe demand for lil­

withdr11W,a.l of the boycott of eda~aition is thus.a. 

a falae opportunist cry-:-it is an a.cknowledgeme:gt_ 
of.d~ea.t,. where the moral victory is on our sidG 
and the Qractical triumph also is beginning, for UM. 

Sd. mhch about education. Now for the lint~• 
• •:"lh f t· · h cotJr,,11: 1. ey arc unc 1omng: that is true enoug .· 

54 



•rnE TmPLE BoYcoTT 

Justice and a fail' share of it'is being administered 
there except. perhaps in the case of 'wilful' persous 
who deliberately place themselves beyond and out­

side the law-who refuse te plead, to examine, i:o 

aoS's-exa:mine, to engage couusel, to make st~te­

ments-any way to take part in the proceedi,ngs. 
But at what cost is this barren justice bei11g admi­
nis.t,er~d '? The ~viis ~f litigation with' all, its 

a.ttendaut canirnr~, the mannf~cturing uf eviden,ce: 
th;e fat fees payabi~ t~ Ja,wye~_s, the ~aws' delay, the 
tortuosity of procedure-these e~ist and wba,t 
sa11ity cn,n there be in a withdrawal of this pa.rt ~f 

, the boycott so long these ev1ls are not remedied 
and Justice is put ha.ck' on the old Indian pede~~al 

Qf Higher l\for~lity, a more evenly balanced an,d 
:-1.clj~1sted social sense? ' . 

Next conies the quest~on of the Counci_ls. 1.rhe 
Premier ,i,nd the Viceroy ~nd the Home member 
:a.re ver_y sore about the ·pos~ibilit,y of n?·n-co-~p~r~­

tQrs capturing. the CoqncHs a.nd. our n;iodeutc 
friends a.re a.ke1.1,dy appi;ehensive. · We wan.t t_o · 
~!l~µre them that we have no love of th!'\_Se glorified 

t'lebll>ting sop,~ties. \Ve w~rnt to disabu~~ .them of 

all fear.& a.nd a,~:rietie.s ~t once. Non-co-operation 
will ke~p clear of these decoy-dµcks a.nd hf!,Ting no 
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faith in geese-cackle will go on crying out the co.It 
oc Truth-will persist in the only honourable course 
open to it-which is a.beolute non-contact with any 
c~mncil or assembly which is pa.rt of a. system ha.Bed 
oa Physical force and economic oxploitation. 

And tmpposing 11. set of ardent patriots enter· 
t!te councils at the next election and make the 
position of the Bureaucracy rather unenvia.ble by 
s.n organised and effective opposition, we can have 
nothing to say about it. Our attitude is one of 

;;trict indifference and aloofness-for it is an atti­

tude of fixity in principles which for us have the 
highest moral sanction and the authority of oue 
Ca.ptain l\fo.hatma Gandhi. The Parnellite game­
of tactical obstruction, the other by-J?lay of getting· 
elected by tho country and then re{Qsing to go into 
the councils-these are imitations of European 
method and practice which we would not adopt. 

Our principle is to keep reliftiousl!t nlnot' from 

any of the functionings and activities domin!lted­
h.q the alien Government. Our goal is Swara.j, 
.,_!.,solute and entire-unlimited by any qualification 

or compromise. It is open to us to be in the 
Empire, when it is transformed into a, comity of 
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equal partners on a basis of reciprocal rights anct 
duties-or to steer clear out of it, if the Empire 
means our permanent subjection to the "good-will" 
of the British people. Why should the la.rgest 
partner in the Empire seek the pa.tronage of the 
smaller ·? Why should India be the Cinderella of· 
1:n Empire which she helped to save from dark and 

utter ruin by the blood of millions and the con-­
tributiou of an over-taxed peasantry'? 

Sir William Vincent may opine that the· 
greo.teat enemy of progress of India, is Mr. Gandhi­
Lord Ronaldshay · may go on in hie game of 
misrepresenting Gandhi and his movement-the· 
Viceroy may alternately cajole a.nd threa.ten-tht 
Premier may say one thing today and unsay it the 
next-our sheet-anchor holds: non-co-operation. 
dignified, unqualified, absolute, with a system m· 
which we flatly a.rid religiously disbelieve. 

The Council-goers 
Non-co-operation is dead! Long live the 

Councils ! Such is the cry of a section of Reformed 
Conncillors and Co-operating loyalists. Such is 
also the new crJ-may we say-the new croaking 
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of a certain section of qualified, ossified Nop-co­

operators ! 'ro these latter Non-co-operation was 

never a solemn truth ; it was a mere p_ose a.rnl 

gesture. 

O_ur contemporary of. Baghbaza.r h!l,B in i1.s 

pockets (so it appears) names of staunch co_uncil­

goers among staunch non-co-operators an.cl find'i 

men of such splendid political "in.''-'1ight if not 
".for" "-sight throughout Maharashtra, Bengal, 
Ma.dras, etc., etc. A Mr. Reddy-a Madras M. L. 

C., lus sung out at a public meeting orgii,nised b:· 
the Deccan. Sabha-sung the death-knell of Non­

co-opera.tion, sung the. pman ,of Council-operation l 

Possibly we shall have other shining lights blazing 
out ! One or two swallows do not make a summer; 
one or two grasshoppers under the fern may not 
dis.turb the reposeful fighters under the oak-t.ree­
~nd yet swan-songs are infectious in thts lotus-land 

~nd may require a counterblast. 

According ·to. certain . types· of orating politi­

cians, N. C. 0. has failed and the Rf;lforms have 

succeeded! N. C. 0. has failed, because perchanc• 
the schools and college& are full: because th.~ la.w­
~c;mrt; p1·ecincts again buzz and hum with sweated 
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clients: and sweating· mentors-N. C. 0. has failed 
because the Khilafat agitation has failed thanks to 
Kemalists and Indian united action-N. C. 0. ha.s 
failed because only the other, day Punjab sufferers of 
the Martial Law Regime . received compense.ti0n 

to.the tune of a quarter cr-0re or over; N. C., 0. 

has failed because the wizard of the British CoaU­

tion ·lias been- driven out of office, because, :.tmong 
other things, of his pitiful mis-handling of India ; 
N. C. 0. bas failed because its Leader still leads 
though his lips ave sea.led; N. C. 0. has failed 

I 
beoause pallid: politics buries its, face in the sands 
and is jeered and laughed at every.where; N. C. 0. 

has failed'·because the longing for Swaraj has pene­
"tra.ted cn0res of our silent suffedng masses; N. C. 
0. has foiled because even men with the thin lung1i 

a.nd thinner courage have been now,w11 er cover 
ofr "Non-co-operation big guns' and in the atmo11-

phere of new courage created in the ceuntry bt 1 ~ 

non-co-operators' suffering, haranguing loud, a.nd 
hectering, fist-shaking anrl red-eyeing the Simla 
Government and even' censuring "Whitehall ~ 

These criticisms from half-hearted politicians 
a.nd talking gra.mophonos are so vapid as hardly io 
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desene any comment. Yet there is a hidden 
danger lurking in such declarations-they _ may ' 

lure the unthinking, political greenhorns, educated, 
ha.If educated or mis-educated in the manufactories. 
of the Bureaucracy into false tracks! They deaerve 
merciless exposure and castigation-not intolerant 
rebuff certainly, but such reply as only suffering 
Patriot-fighters risking their all for the Mother can 
give in "en.Im of mind, all passion spent." 

To say that to enter the councils is not giving 
up Non-co-operation is a. logical absurdity. The 
Non-co-operator is out to declare his thorough dis­
belief in the Reforms ; be is out to expose the 
Physical Force basis-the • mailed fist and the 
policeman's baton, and the sepoy's gun and the 
gunners' artillery-on which the Government of 
this country has so long really rested, he is out to 
shew up the hollowness, the absolute rottenness of 
these debating clubs miscalled_,Councils; he is out 
to declare that so long as_tiLll nsponsil,ility to the. 

Elfctorofl'c has,d 011 a really repre.~e11iatiu .franclii.~e {tll· 
/,oth -~e.-1;('s i.~ not mode the .~ine-rpw-non of tl,r. Uot•e1·11-

111mt ~i the count1·'!, so long as Councillors may only 
make and spout phra.ses and . be turned out neck 
and crop for their verbose po.ins, so long a.s the so-
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called Reserved and 'rritneferred Divisions of 
Government are not coalescecl and brought into a. 

Unitary Democratic Synthesis-so long a.s the 

Country's m."ora.l right to tax itself, · to defend 1tself 
·from internal broils and external aggressions by its 

own resources without any qualifying conditiom;. of 
,control, supervision or officering or imperial liability 
to build up its t,ra.de and industries,· to recover its 
health ttnd reconstruct its educational fabric accor­
ding to its own specific needs-is not recognised­
so lOJ(rj, in fad, us India does not bt1<·0111e tltf'_111i.,t.res.< •!f 

/ir,1• destinir,< 011 l11•r 1111,,1 · .~oil .w1 Ion!/ 11,il/ 1Vo11-,~,i.r1pera-

, tion 911 011. To enter the councils as they hav~ 
been constituted, under the conditions now existent 
with a depleted exchequer, with a. demoralised 
Governmental prestige, with ,tn Army Policy that 
is suicidal, a.nd an administrative machinery that is 

Tuinous-is positively immoral and sinful. To 

enter these councils /iir 1.·11-11p11N1ti11_,, is ·ridi,~11!1111.~: t(} 
enter them for 1/(lll-<'O·OJ)Cl'Clt.inv is :.lr r1:d111:tio acl ,1bs11rd-

1WI, a. fallacy and a bungle for which adequa.te con-
demnation is hard to find ; to enter them for !lte,•;· 

Pan1ellite fal.'f,ics would be lillWOdlilj ,,r l,11/i,1.11 patriot­

i~rn ond 111111•0/ise,l intelligence. \Ve n1ust never 
-forget that the Councils are a weapon wherewith 
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m the name of consulting Indian opinion, , the 
fo_reigne~ simply plays a brow-beating, white­
washing game, wherewith it saeks to justify at the 
bar of world-opinion its military occupation of , a 

country which was never militarily conquered. -ilt, 

is in -this spirit that the whole issue must be vie_~ed. 

Any other way ma_r _be the deft way of the trickster 

and m(l,nipulator, the merely clever, sweetly hypo..­
critical, exotic game: it may be good as battle-dore­
:.md shuttle-cock. \Ve mean ,to hit stmi!tht, to hif 

cft.011, to hit holdl;11 at the ~oal of our cherisl~ecl am­
bitions-the Freedom of India. 

And we warn those who may be of the opposite 
school-the exotic school of by-play and innuendo 

and verbal hit and counter~hit-1/wt t!te,'! will lw Joil­

"rl: for me1·e cleverness mn.y not be permitted to leac1 
the Nation to Moral Victory, singing lustily to the 
tunes yet-and yet again-and shoddy cleverncsi:: 

go to the wall. 

'fhe Congress SesRion is nettr: British Politic& 
are in a tangle: Khilafat cla11us are ass11red ; let •ns 

not heed the croakers but march on to 1'riumph 
and \'ictory, S'lnging lustily to the tnnes of '£rnth,. 
Sirnwrity and Cournge ! f,,,1, 11s 1'111.,. solid 1i,r · the 
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( ii1'flrihi 7n·n_q1'f1111m1· i·11 its rntfrety ; a111/ if thh'e i.< f,. 

I,~ (Tn_1/ clwu,ae, let 11s clwn_qr., f'or11:m·d and 11nt /J(1rl·-

1Nr.rd. F01·wurd lir.: sall'ati,/11,: l,arli,;·arrl ,11uv-;1J· 

_/ i ~t1tl1. 

Council-Breaking or Khaddar 

'l'he creed of Non-violent Non-co-operation 
preached by Mah11.tma , Gandhi was accepted by 
the country at Calcutta, re-affamcd and moulded 
into concrete shape at Nagpur anc1 doubly stiffened 
·1n it.~ mermi11:1 011d pm·z,orl at Ahmedn.bad. 

Even those who lrnve not accepted it a.s a 

cret:d have accepted it unhesitri.~1ngly as a working 
policy, swearing allegiance to the pri,uipli-., behind 
it;. l1Dd the im1,licatious inside it nnd the rxt,,ntio,1., 

bdore it. 

A section of Congressmen, lllOStly of certain 

fixed habitudes of mind and of certain definite 
el:J.nses are now clamouring for a ,·ha11.r11• <?f priw:iplr 

/IL gmise of 'a chancr~ of dir~ctioll of' actirit,,. 'I'll.is 
~ . 

. Hr.otimt is i11 lw]','le,<s 111i11m·it.11: the pro-councils men 
re8>1ise this ·anc1 are · out on a. whirlwind eal)lpaign 
with manifestos and hustings ortt.tors. 
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We ha.ve it on reliable authority that Mr. C. R 
· Das made a. long statement recently by wa.y of 
personal expl1rnation to his ~omrades in the Bengal 

Provincial Congress Executive, that. he lrnr:mguecl 

loud and long, that he was heckled and cross-exa­

mineil-a,nd that he left his hearers 11111·ow-iw.wl. 

This long inconsequential har:rngne the sole 
burden of which appea.rs to have been faith in the 
British connexion 1ind the wresting of Dominion 
statue for India by wrecking the Legislative machi­

nery of Government by going inside to obstruct in 

" m<~jo;·itr;-to ohstrnct all conceivable mca.snres in 
Earth and Heaven-measures palatable to angels 

as also to the non-angels-has been followed by a 

list of Mr. C. R. Dae's 'supporters.' 

'l'his ie well and good: men of every persuasion 
have their place in the Congress fold and everyborly 

is perfectly within his "!"r"l rights to preach hii, 

own ideas and eeek to convert big audiences to hi~ 
. or her reading or rendering of the faith. 

But ae issues are apt to· get confused in the 

heat e.nd .dust of party strife and as party cries 

often are the cloak in every clime and country for 
t.he ventilation of personal jealousies and rivalries, 
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we consider it high time to rt'r·r,11sid"'r the iruplic?,­
tions of O ,wd !ti.mi. 

And firstTy .-'l'he Gandhi movement is a. Svra­

ra.jya. movemeflt-::i. movement for the self-rea.liso.­

tioa anrl self-expression of India's soul by methods 

and :Lgcncies that are thoroughly Indian in tint and 

tone, i.e., by methods that are absolutely pure and 

straight and fea.rlcss, that eschew tortuosity or 

jugglery o[ any sort or kind and b_r agencies that 

funotion in the light of open day,by sunshine and 
starlight, that liatt! t0 burrow in ·secret anrl weave 

spellK behind the scenes either hy the formation of 

secret revolutionary societies or of clandestine 
elMtio·neering coteries. 

Sccondly:-This,Swara.jya struggle is a. struggle 
for' evoking Indian 1113:nhood and self-help to tho full 
-by a. programm-=l of n:i.tiona.l activities. While prori­

dinf/ ar,, rjf,•f'lfrr resistant to alien oppression or sup­

pression it will always keep the caUoj' social sr!rnir,·, 

the, ca.ll of the hungry and the sick and the poor in 

tile very fore-front-will ever try to realise an India 
that is agriculturally, economically, culturally, poli­

tica.lly self-sufficient. 

'l'hirdly :-rrhe question of Briiish connaxiun 
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and subserviency to the ·British Parliament, 1. e .• 
the British people functioning through their electecl 
representatives is an ,open- question," having very 

little interest this wo.y or that for those who a.re 

the torch-hearers of this Faith-struggle. The 
Gandbite· does not hug the British connexion­
neither does he abjnre it: his is a mind open to the 

four quarters of the Heavenly compass a.nd be will 
choose as his co-partners in the British Common­
wealth those he· might eventually ·be led to choose. 
It is for the British people to choose if . they need 
the alliance and comradeship of the Indian Nation. 

Fourthly :-There is no question of wresting any­

thing from any body or set of persons if the .Nation 
is '1nce solidly united, India shakes otI her undeser­
ved t,hr::i.ldo!n in a.n hour· without any outside 
interference or concession. Our aim is to streng­
then and sti:fon ourselves by constant prepa.redness 

for sufferiug a.nd sa.crifice in the cause of Truth 

which is the Truth as realised by India in the 
present through the longdra.wn vistas . of the glory­
crowned pa.st to a r:1diant future beckoning with 

hope. Wre.U,i? ~s iliSfJUised riolencr. 

Fifthly :-Negatively, the movemem it: a. 

movement awa!J from the contact of Evil, Unreality, 
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Untruth, sham, fraud, half-fraud. The British 

,Jccupation of.this country is a phenomenon be­
lon•ging to n.11 the last-mentioned categories ; and 

0nr refuge, our national safety lies in escaping from 

its thous11nd and one blandishments, from its 
tempting ma;,;es of sweet jugglery. Our national 

hononr demands a progra.mme of "hands off" 

from this heartless machine-grinding· by a system 
,Jf law, procedure, custom, etiquette, service, 

honours, title, education, communication that ha!": 

a.11 been foistec'! on us from without: and Alimlda.r, 

--'-the purest symbol arid emblem of a National· 
Unity, •!f rt .Vfltional Paci timwlcrl no paci/ie intm-_ 

ti,ms, 1,;ol'f1i11r; to J'i'll<:f' n11d luirm,in!J £n f/1,! l'Omi(IJ ,~f flu: 

Wn1·l,l'., .Yntions, applied to the solution of the 

economic povedy, the moral degradation, the 
de11dening exploitation of India, is f/,.e /a.,l mi,.w1_1~ 

left l,_'J .11ahatmr~ii on tit,, r•rr ,f !ti.< lonq f,-rm ,f 
1,0/u,1/.o l'.'J inr:n1°et'ratfo11. 

'rl1e British courts function not for us: they 

may bind us in fetter~ and push us jnto solitary 

prison-cells bu~ their moral authority we refuse to 
acknowledge. The British schools too function 
not for us: for they n.re·the mannfact,ories of a set 
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<Ji ideas, that reflect not the truth about lndia'e· 
present and past, that sing not of India's glorious 
future-they press, they harden, ther stifle. 
tiley narrow they do not fdu1:e : therefore we 
wash our hands clean of them. 

'rhe councils exist not for us: they are sham 
institutions, foisted from without, a curious 
jumble of tangled cross-purposes leading nowhere, 
a. set of blinds to cajole us into the acceptance of 

a. far-off place in the deliberations and functioning 

of the Civil Service Corpora.tion led by a few 
a.utocratic Home politicians at the top-they are 
places where place-hunters hunt for places for 

tlleir proteges, where title-hunters hunt for titles. 
where speechifiers gabble and squeak-they are 

;places, whel'e one set o( blinded men are led by 
·another set to sanction acts ihorougbly at variance 

with the dictates of that wider Harmony, that 

pacific goodwill that should be the key-stone of 
~ 

Judo-British relations: ,re ,.r,fiur to lwrr· 1111,1;tlti11.ff f,. 

,I" ,ritltthe111, 

t)bstr11ef.i1111 b!J " 111u_j11rit1/ i., 110! e'}1tiimle11f t,.­
~-1111-m-01,,.n,tim, : and the majority exists only 1n 
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~ertn,in un~xed imaginations, and obstruction ca!l 
::mly end in its logical corollary of responsive­
co-operation. 

Responsive co-operation is a ga.me that :s 
practised everyday by thousands of Indians even 

in Government employ, standing up against unjust 
3rders from superior whites or blackies ; it is a 
game tha.t is prolific in results upto the Ministen' 
~igh-sr,la.ried appo.Jintment: and therefore we refuse 
,tcml!J to be party to a game that seeks to paralyso:1 
Government to obstruct Government measures for­

ends, right a,nd wrong-withrJut cons.tructing any­

thing. 

'Ne want an end of the 'Reforms' of 1919; we 

want to bury the corpse of the moribund Dyarchy; 
we want a new type of Government according to 

Indian standards of ethics and right living. We 
,·.vant the .British to be our helpers for long decades 
:ts brothers and comrades if they choose, and if they 
<lo not, to clear out and leave the field open to 

uativcs of the soil. We want not any of these 

~entnry-old frauds to function to the 
-.·acial an,1 cultural misunderstanding 
Britishers and Indians. 

G9 

growing 
of both 
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The times are bright: a new dawn streaki;: 
the Eastern hori:r.on: other nations are resurging­
to a new life of free endeavour. Let us keep our 
courage and not Wl'rr1,der at discretion. The time 

ie not for surrender: the time is not for the adoptio~ 
of comparatively safe moderate, constitutional, 

council-obstructing Swaraj tactics: the time is for 
a stiffened, strengthened, extended, progressive 
method of Non-co-operation along non-violent,. 
pacific lines through l(haddar. 

Khaddar clothes a multitude of virtues; it can 
give occupations to thousands upon thousands: it 
is already making Lancashire feel jumpy and 
enrolling British workers on our side-it will help 
in making the working classes whom it will feed 
:lDrl clothe think thrice before taking up a career 
in the police or the Army: it will bring on a. mos~ 
charitable, pacific, dispassionate frame of mind 
throughout the land-it will if intrlli.'le11tl'.!, persi­

~·te11t(1/, imaginatively, daringly, honestly pushed, 
bring us much nearer to real Swaraj than any 
number of obstruction tactics repeated ad nau-

./ii'{( Ill. 

Our message therefore is: Khe.ddar-used 
Loth a.s a constructive and as a resistant pro-
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gramme-a.nd no council-entry for council-bre11k­
ing-11 hopeless mirage! 

The Projected Labour Party 
in the Congress. 

'fHE RBA.L INDIAN LilUUR IDEAL. 

The uews that certain . la.hour leaders are a~ 
last waking up to the urgent call for L~bour of 
all grades to combine under a Federated organi-
1111,tion :t.nd &ct under a Central Executive is wel­
oomo. We believe in Labour; we feel for Labour; 

nine-tenths of the Congres's agitation, and activity 

embrace labouring men and women, their rights 
I 

a.nd duties, their joys and woes, their privileges 
and disabilities. The field labourer and th~ 
factory-labourer have each their grievances ; o.nd 
the hn.ncl of a deftl_v organised exploitation m 

which both aliens and fellow-countrymen alike 

participa.te lies heavy on both. In the village from 

the sm11,ll fry of the landlords' kutchery to th~ big 
boss among the nsurer-mah11jm1, from the village 

keeper of order to the town harpy of the small 
lawyer's man-the poor peasant is ground in the 
mill of it.a incessant oppression. Bad roa<ls, ba.d 

71 



THE PHILOSOPH°i OF G A~DHISM 

sinitetion, filthy water, swampy habitation-a. dull, 
rnecha.nic:tl toil repeated from year's end to year's 
end. with hen,vy indebtedness to the Zemindar and 

maha.jan, who in some cases are one and.the same 
individual and with hardly any joy or pastime or 
any relief from the so-called courts of justice w!.tich 
a.re deba.rred by time honoured methods and 

procedure, by the inevitable ex.pense and delay 

from giving any appreciable relief to the man with­
out a. long purse-this is the lot of the field­

worker in Bengal. He has now, it i11 'true, 

a.cquired certain rights as against the Zemindar·s 

extravagant claims of old ; hut he can hardly 
enforce his rights. But still he has a home, fall)ily 

ties, humble fire-side Joys, some escapevalv_es for 
the puut-up suffering-not so, is the l?t of th~ mill­
hand i::.nd the factory-labourer. There the man is 
not man; he has ,been torn from his Earth and 

fixed up to a machine, to which he is unwilling 

and joyless slave. His is ·a life of constant worry~ 

nervous strain, accident, injury-and iueuU ; ho 
bas no home, no simple joys of the domestic hearth 
no simple tastes, he is in the mill in a drugged 
Rt.ate of lashed-up a.ctivity followed up hy iorpid 
laesitude and he comes out of it to find relief in 
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strong drink or unholy delight. His life lacks tone, 
colour, variet_v-it is' one p:1,tch-work of rimtine 

prosy, dirt and dinginess. And what is more, 

whereas the villager has a humanising, soci:tl 
environment and forms part of an old-world, hoary 
structure, the mill-hand anri. factor.,· labonrer is 
divorced from any sweetening influence and ekes 
out :t monotonous. drab existence relieve!). alas ! 
onl_v by artificial· killing pastime. Vital joys a.re 

not for him; not for him the song of the wood­
land bird, not for him the balmy bree:rns wafting 

the scent of llowers in rosy bloom, not for him the 
tender plays of social courtesy and refinement-he 

is like a bit of_ granite cut out from among the 

towering rocks :mil. hedged on to a. railway 
siding ! 

Thus it is th::i.t the nou-lndianisa.tion of Indi.i. 

proceeds apace! "The whidigig of time brings 
its own revenges" a,nd at last India seeks lndiani­

sation. India does not care a br,1ss farthing for 
Indio.nisation of sc1rvices, but she does c.ue a good 

shilling for India.nisa.tion of ~-eri,ict!, for recalling 
men and women to the pnrity, the sanity, the 
health, the bloom and the sweetness of service a.s 
it wo.s in pre-British days-days when for every 
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individual there was a legitimate place in a har­
moniously developed social system, where working 
was smooth, where ma.eter and servant were bound 
by indissoluble spiritual and social ties, when 
Labour was freshened by Leisure and machinery 
was not. 

If in this revitalising Indian spirit our Labour 
leaders can go to work, re-evolving the old 111antmm, 

of labour made sweet and chaste · and serious, of 
toil ma.de poetical, relieved of drudging sweat, 
freed from endless bargaining about hours and 
wages, emancipated from the capitalist's in­
urdinate money-greed, Providence will bless their 
work! 

Let us keep clear of European or Euro­
American methods of strikes and bla.tnant fights 
for merely less labour and more wages, let us no, 
Le swerveJ from our up-hill pa.th of National 
Heconstruction by the organised opposition of 
Capital-cum-Phy11ical Force Government; let Uii 

not place our Labourers, the back-bone of the 
Nation at the merey of the usurer and the social 
harpies inside the community ; let 11.• 1111! tench tliem 

i11dirtctly et·c11 ill co1:l:!l I.hr riches of' the ricli, white or 

/,lw:li-f,at let this projected federation of Labour 
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be as a sign ·post to all other world-workers ; le~­
this orgo.nisation herald a new policy of non­
retaliation and united action propelled by the forcea· 
of natural cohesion, stimulated by the_ supreme 

Energy (?f Love and Comradeship ! Then and 

then only will Indian Labour have justified itself 

~t the bar of World-Labour and given it a. lead 
towards peace and goodwill. 

We welcome this project and wish i~ the 

success it deserves. The question of how to bes~ 

utilise Labour in the struggle for Political Swaraj 

will proTide interesting material for di!:icussion. 

THE SONG. 

( Reprinted.from the Slwma'a). 

My song is not for you who lead, 
A life of wee.Ith-begotten sloth, 
Contented in your passing power, 
Who on the poor man's la.hour feed, 

And with an ever-growing greed 
Retard the pure and perfect growth 

Of Life's divine evolving seoo. 
Into its forrn of final flower. 
I sing for you O humble high 
Lone labourer among the fields, 
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Whose blood-drops mingle with the tears' 
Of stars that sorrow in the sky, 
Whose innermost immortal cry 

Chimes to the growth of Life and yields 

'rhe rna.ny-coloured fruits that lie 
In the still orchards of the years. 

H. CHATTOl'ADHYAYA. 

A STATEMENT ABOUT BRITISH lMPEHIALISM. 

Some of the basic Swaraj conceptions anent 
British Imperialism may, be stated as follows :-

(a.) The British Empire was created by the 
British adventurer and exploiter (whose daring 
and intelligence nobody can question) for selfish 
ends of persona.I and collective aggrandisement : 
India has never had any pa.rt in this creation and 

must morally wash her bands ufT the .~i,~/idness 

behind this advertised Empire ; 

(b J India has shed her blood and given of 
her money for the safety of this no-Indian Rm{lire 
when it was threatened with utter collapse-at a 
juncture when without snch generous help the 
British Empire might have another history to tell 
in 22. 
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(c) 'l'lte British E"inpire system has kept the 
i,Hlia,1.s o.s s,•1J~ in the socalled home-lands of the 
surplus overtlow of migriitory British8rs-elegantly 
called 'Dominions'-w/iich i11 11101·1, than one instance 

lmve ·lirr11 l,ui/1 "I' l,,11 InJfan brains and Indian 
la.hour,: 

(J) 'l'he British Empire has been sedulously 
keeping Indians labelled 1ictitirmsf;11 ,ts P•11rol r·iti;c11s 

of a Free Empire as mere hem,•rs ,if wuod and 

111·an•f'1's of' 11.·alrr for demi.des in their own land. 

(e) The British Empire system has 111emd Jor 

/11rlia t'lu· 11111,·al. dr·g radatiu11 awl. er·o11u111ic paupt1·i­

sutio11 rf 111illi1111s of' lurlia11 men anrl 1cn111e11 ancl pro­

mises to engulf an entire nation in dark ruin 
unlrs., tlw ·ideas /,c/iind f/1is J-:mpirc are radical~•! 

t:!iuuf1cd,. so as to makt:: of the Empire with superior 

rights and opportunities for the white partner and 
inferior ones for the non-white, ,, l'l!al 1·111111111J11u•eolth 

u•liere l11<lia1t and 11?-itislte,· can slwhr hnnd.~ in eq1.1al 

ii/al 11~ ot' 11,(l'ral _tellu11:s!ti11 aud 1•1·011,i111i1· lrotl,el'!wtJd. 
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'l'HE :NEW l'OLITICS AND 

THE INDIAN SA.MAJ. 

'r he . cross•currents of the Indian Swa.ra] 
politics present many side-rills a.nd central• eddies. 
On the one side they flow over to the pu~so.ting life 

-beats all the world 0ver and will make common 

ca.use before long with the Afric11n Movement a.nd 
'.he Pan-Islo.rnic resurgence; on the other side they 

l!nbble up even a.cross the barriers of race and 

interest-across the waters of the Atlantic and 
~ver snow-convered ridges of the Caucasus­
presently they will send their gurglings a.crosi;; 
the Indian ocean and the Pacific-but the most 
turbulent of their tempest-swells are on the bosom 
of foe Indian Sa.ma.j itsdf ! anJ yet few they are 
who perceive u.nd perceiving guess the meaning. 

The flood surgei;-the renai;cence of a living 

beckoni.ng ideal, of a grnwing, compelling synthesis 
wgrks ~nd moves under the white moon-light of 

~1ge-long prejudice and custom,-hoary with the 
frost of Tradition and Authority-the ghost.s of 
the past fly pell-mell under the exorciser's wand­
the effulgent sunlight of a Bro:tder Day spangles 
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the social horizon ;-and the miracle of the Ages 

is at last at our gates ! 'rhe conflict of Rea.son anil 
Emotion, the dualism of Science and Religion. 
the dividing lines of ·race :i,ml creed and caste and 

colour, the divergencies in the life a.nd la.bonr of 

the sexes, the strife between the Modern ar.d 

Ancient cults of Politics and Culture resolve them­
selves into .1 wonderful unity! The stress of 
common suffering a.nd common disabilities, the 

sfi11li11.ri itnd st,111lin!I of life in all its concepts and 
dir~ctions, · the re-opening of wounds long since 

supposed to have healed up, the wave of a new 

emotion:il revival, the sudden glimpsing of moons 
and stars in a sky hitherto black with ominous 
vaponr,-an opening out, as it were of a so-called 
sixth sense in the organs of Indian Nationa.lism­
a "Divine a.l"tiatus"-in brief-have brought 
India. all so suddfmly-into the whirls of a Titanic 

Maelstrom! 

'rhe sleeper a.wakes-the bells chime ,mt an 

entrancing, skipping melody-the bugles blow­

the bo.uuers wave. Back to your old self-Back 

to God and Dbarma.-Ba.ck to the village-Back to 

simplicity and charity-Ba.ck to the Mantram uf 

Unity-Back to the old Bra.hmacha.rya-Ba.ck to 
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the old sex-purity-Back to the forest hermitage 
-Back to the old valour and ancient Chivalry-Back 
to tho ancient culture-creed-assimilation-these 
are some of the rousing faith-scrolh; inscribed on 
the advancing ba.nners-while alongside are other 

.• 

banners flying with otller mottoes :-'Forward to 
the new dreams of an Asiatic Brother-hood'-1!,or~ 

wardjo a ne'?i cult of World-Fad.era.tion'-"For• 

ward to the synthesis of a ne\v \Vorld-cultnre'­

'Forward to the building of a new World-tongue'­
'Forward to the construction of a "\Vorld-Associa­
tion of Love and Moral cohesion'-'Forward and 

_ret l!-,orward ';-Meanwhile to the eye,; of the 

awakened sleeper stands out in all the entrenched 

pride of isolated supremacy-the menace of an 
armed a.lien adtainistration, resistiog every inch o{ 
ndvance made slowly though a11rely by an organ­
ised Iudi:w cult; ··Bed in tooth and claw'',-this 
aggressive s_Ymbol of Physical For:ce, this Jugger," 

naut car, relentless and soulless in its headlong 

orive, and :~cquired momentum-moves-crushing, 

crunching whatever it meets with resistance! But 
the sleeper-the victim tied t;J the chariot-wheels 

has suddenly developed into a super-man ; he 
breaks chord upon chord asunder-and the drawing 
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dt·ive o[ oltl fast changes irito a rousing tug-of-war ; 
the tug becomes a pull and a push-the chords 

snap and snap arid snap-till at last the whilom 
slave brings the tug to an issue-as yet not quite 

definite and certain, but bordering on a possibility 

of the ch.:i.riot coming to a deadstop-and eventually 
being hurleJ over in irreparable somersault! 

This is how the Indian political monment 

stands today :-but the Indian Samaj has even a 
better stor} to tell. For du we not find a new 
Samaj, ceH.1ented in higher ideals_ of charity and 

brotherhood, strong in temperance, sinewy and 

hard in character, capable, both of offence and 

defence, evolving a new race of women and 
fashjoning a moral ~omradeship between man 
and woman-do we not find such a samaj building 
before our e_,·es '? Are not'the prohibitions of inter­

communal social intercourse slackened remarkably 
and is not il new canon, a ~\"11h.1Ja Smriti,. unwritten 

· and unc(:idifiec1 yet, but all the more .effective 1,1,nd 

triumphant in its realisation and practice deveJop­

ing? Is net the impact of the political progress 

visible in mor0-di1·ections · than ona-in the inter­
comnuinal <linings; the inter-provincial doings 
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and thinkings, the religious and cultural unities·? 
We already see a new Indian Sama.j not only in 
the making-but almost made-enfolding a hetero­

geneity of castes and races in an unifying embrace, 

the Hindu·, the brother of the Mussalman, as much 

as of the Sikh or the Parsee or the Jain or the 

Buddhist or the Christian-ma.n and woman 

working comrade-like, brothers fLnd sisters in :i. 

pure and radiant home, ~hose centre is India.­

the radii spreading out to the world abroad­
labourer and mechanic and artisan carrying thei:: 
heads as high and taking as good a place in the 

social ranks as the htwyer, the professor, the 

politician, the scientific researcher-untonchability 
a. forgotten, cast-off fiend-and a broadbased, open­
handed Humanity emerging as the new Evangel 
-the entire Samaj re•s.1;nthetised and 1·e-[!1'rmped alon_:J 

the lines <!f e(jicienr:.'I, lw,iesl.'f and i,ulustry-and 01.,u 

,dl tlte w!tite-beaded tltre1.ul of a moral aristocracy 11/ 
-~elf less abne9atio1i and a ngelic-s1tjf erin[J-interlacin11 (IS 

,oell as 01:er-tvppin!f-this is the eventual reaction 

of the New Politics on the Indian Samaj of the 

near futurity. Such a social fabric self-ei:olv,d, 

-~elJ-acting, ~elf-propelling, will l,ulia pl'esent to tit 

u,·orld-Sm·iet:; as a con·ecter and lwala. '.rhe swing 
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of the social pendulum in the West will have to 
be corrected and regulated by the fresh impulse of 
India, before it gets back its own centre; 
and t!1e comui0.ed r'°snltant of such an impact 

' may 4e a new ~ociety, a new Humanity which 
we can not even rlistantly visualise today. 'rhs 

transitions f ram swing to swing, from angle to 

angle and curve to curve will not be ea.sy-but 
when they do at last round off into the pci;fect 
circle of a re-sha,ped humanism.,-then . will the 
world's great age begin a.new and" the morning 
stars sing together in glory". 

The New Politics and the 
Culture-Life. 

1.rhe Indian Political Movement has thrown 
into rather lurid relief the modern culture-life of 

Indi11 as an off-set to her enslaved politic11l exist­

ence. The so-called products of the 'modern' 

culture have mostly kept aloof from the fight for 

Swara.j-some of them thought it to be a sheer 
freak of lunacy in the earlier stages and many 
more have not sbown the moral calibre, the 
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imaginative daring, the emotional fervour necessary 

for a. votary of this cult of suffering and sacrifice 
-some have labelled it as a creed of negativism 
-some have seen in it a relapse to primitive 

barbarism or at least to drab-coloured medirn~alism 
-som·e have sought to decry it as mere Tolsto_ran 

Pacifidsm ; others have thought to give it the 
finishing stroke by classifying it as a variant of 

Philosophic Anarchism-and some have again 
gone the length of seeking in it a 'red Bolshevism 

masked· in the robes of peaceful agitation. There 

have been others again, of an altogether different 

culture-vision-who have seen in the movement 
&n entirely moral and mystical meaning-the 
glimpsing of a new Jerusalem, of a Naba Brinda­
bana--of the kingdom of God come upon earth­
the ,ision of Isaiah-of the wolf and the Jami., 

lying down together-the orientation of a Vedantic 

s~ml-fi·eedom in a free commune of equal souls­

and some perchan.:ie have been enthralled and 

enraptured too much to sense it at all-sa) ing, 
"Swaraj"-well-'--"1rar,ii i.~ ,'--1roraj, 

'l'he trade-unionist has at once pinned it down 
as a movement of labour-emancipation; the 
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::ott:ige-industry-faddist at once moulded it to his 
JWn peculiar economic vision ; the stA.rved and­
ill-fed peasants' friend has visualised it as a. foqd­

conserving and . cloth-cheapening panacea-the 
EOcial-reform worker has seen in it his life­
chance of setting the Augean stables of Indian 
society m order-the temperance-worker ha..s 
jumped at it as his opportunity for a total prohibi­
tion campaign-in fact, this Swaraj movement. 
has given its luring appeal in many lights and 
shades to varied sections of thinkers and workers·; 

and Jet the fact remains that it has been a mass• 
,1w1·r•111enl, led by a few pickeu men and women of 
tha Indian intellegentsia trnd nvl a ,:ult11rf!-11wre­

r11enl at all-in the sense in which we lfave come 10 

these days to speak of 'culture'. 

'rhe explanation of this is not far to seek. Our 
so-called modern culture is a hot-house growth-a. 

forced exotic-a nine <lays' wonder-a transplantation 
from London and Oxford and Cambridge and the 
inns of court and the Europen centres of industrial 

-1:,ra.ining-a tulip set on a tub for ros~s-a curious 
:nixing up of the waters of Lebanon and Lethe-a 
}Jaftling jumble of eastern morals and mysticism 
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with western polities and pragmatism-a, veritable 
witches' cauldron, more varied than the one in 
"Macbet,h" where tadpoles ancl cobras hiss and 
leap together for an unrealised, unattainable 

assimilation ! 'rhe result is writ large in the history 
of large sections of the middle and upper classes of 
modern India-in their ways of life, their moral 
and lhental outfit, their unconcealed cynicism, their 
callous Ma.mmoB-service, their delight in sllams 
and frauds. It is evident in the potlry-much of 
it mere sentimental drivel, more of it unashamed 
imitation, artificial and tinsel-in the sicltl!J sense 

of art as revealed in the dispositions of a modern 
Indian Home-in the battling elusive spiral length 
of the Indo-Japanese-Chinese-occidental-God­
knows-what water-colours ancl paint-daubs of the 
so-called Renascence schools of zwi11ti11.r.•-in much 
of the watery-diluted, or m11.niacal-frenziecl 
commodity that passes for riction-in the.fi1lse cod,·.~ 

of social etir1uf!tle observed towards women-in the­
glaringly small doles of mercy thrown out to every 
patriotic effort-in the begging deputations and 
assemblies so long nick-named Politir:s-the eternal 

malaria-parasite - and-cholera-bacilli-projecting 
touring cinema sbowslabelled .•ndal sr,rn:rr-the con-
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i;-regational, hatted and booted, well-groomed, eye­
closing and nose-sniffing exhibitions, denominated 
1·eli_qio11,< exnrise-in the spitting and stuttering of 
half-a-century old Emopean ideas on Politics, 
Economics, Eugenics, Literature, Art-misi:alleJ 

1'hi11king ! And this adventitious mockery of a 
culture-life, snug and cozy in its self-centred 
banalities, without a tear for the ragged and the 
orphaned-without a smile for the sick and depres­
sed-living its aircastle life in a concocted Palace 
of Art regaled with 'Dainty Devices' of all mis­
cellaneous sorts and conditions-wzj,!eling, sti/)" and 

cnlrl-ilelw1111111isetl, depo/an'.set! rmtl denationalised-

1,iill(/ to tlie ligltt of' India's Sattrn-sou.l, u11lieedi11,q to 

India'.~ Cl!]t!-lon,q strains o/ clwrit,11 a1td lori11,(J-l1i11d11e.~s, 

1u1ill11mul b!t l11di11's risio11 of TJ'01·ld-Buma11i.m1 

f?la,1sed in tlil' spirit's .•pedar.les ol a Di1,i11e-l-li.1.11w11• 

animal-01:qa11ic U11il,1j-this 1:ulture life has :rot to !f"· This 

life of mere experimental brilliance, of intellectual 

pyrotechnics, of moral atrophy or unmoral 
obsession with the sensational new-fangled, of 
religious vacuity or side-play or attitudinising­
this life of' 11t11l.:e-11ps' for fasci1wti11ff poses id' prcsent-

111!! the l,ei;i .1i1ce to the lVe.sfe1·11 appraiser­

this chanting to the satan-rho.psody of a survival-
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of-the-fittest world-philosophy with "the race to 
the swift and the battle to the strong" -this pan­
dering to the R~jas-developing- tendency and type 
in W01:ld-evolution in preference to the life· of 
steady vision, balanced. unit~·, sane equipoise­
the life 710·;• f'.rcellewe. of the Indian S,ul/111-'-true 

to the three notes of -8atyam, Simm and .il1wwlam­

oll tliis lias .ffol fu _r70, J,'01• s1•me timl' 11t h,:.,t we 11111st 

lwwe.rer unwillin.'i~'I, 7J11rt companv ·1dtl, tit,? ovcidr!lll­

for co-operation of cultures is secondary-the 
primary, the life-saving, the ambrosia.I co-operation 
is of the Life spiritual-the co-operation cf God­

faith ancl ·ancillary endeavour-the rest are as 

nothing but mere toys and bubbles ~ 

India. must go back to herself.-retire within 
her old essential soul, re-discover and re-interpret 
anew for her-self her own social and moral philo­

sophy, her political and economical sci once, her 

song-life, and her art-life, and more than anything 

else her Bruhm11-Sarlha11a,· her esotoric, peculiar 
modes of touching the robe's hem of the Divine 

Eternal infinite Reality-transcendent, yet im­
manent, whole and yet divided, Natural yet 
Supernatural! 'rhat will be the quest of the Indian 
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culture-life from now ; more and more an absorbing 
quest as the political Swaraj takes· on the "sky­
robes" of a real, moral and spiritual Swa.raj-for 
indeed the two facets ,n.r'e supplementary to th~ 
picture of a full-blooded Indiaq fruecl,)m '. For 
this will be indeed the re-conquest of the Vedanta 
and the Buddhist and the V11ishnava, cults-as 
much of higher Islam and the true Asiatic 
Christian teaching-the revisualising of Viveka­
nanda's message, of Daya.nanda's reconstruction­
the harnessing to tlie Ch11riot of :\.urobinda's 

S:ulhaoa, the coosnm:uatiou auJ fulfilment of Gn.n-:­
dhism. 

Th~ bearings of ~ moralised Indian 
Communism : the parting of the ways. 

'l'he logical development of the N. C. 0. move­
ment-if it is not permitted to be moulded into 
shape by the careful, artistic manipulation of the 

moral artificer arnl spiritual architect-M0;hn.tma. 

Gandhi-if for some reason or another he is kept 
away from the scene of his loving soul-engrossing , 

labours by an unimaginative, obstructive Bureau­
cracy-will be a sort of Communism. It is not 
inconceivable that the masses of India, lashed 
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gradually into uncontrolled excitement, may be 
up to deal heav_\' sledge-hammer strokes at every 
conceivable point-the tr~de and the traffic-the 
c~)lnmunications a.nd the policing of the country 
may be paralysed and anarchy and chaos may 
come in with all their attendant shifty uncertain. 
ties ! Woe to the country if such a thing happens, 
woe upon woe if the country loses at the most 
critical juncture of its shaping History the service 
and the Sadliana of that prince among men-more 

finely endowed with spiritual idealism and moral 
imagination than Lenin-more gifted with sweet 
and savin~ tactful, winning diplomacy and round­
ing-up tactics thau De Valera ! 

Even.supposing that such an eventuality may 
not happen-that l\falu1.t~aji will be permitted to 

come out and again publicly to lead the movement 
' ' 

and give it right shape-the conclusion still holds 
that a kind of Communism i. e., o/ t/w l,ulian ln'lllul . . 
finely tempered to the spiritual and moral soul of 
the Indian mass-consciousness will evolve. For 
the movement, from first to last, has been meant 

to overthrow this system of an a.lien officialdom 
utilisin{l the middle ancl aristocratic classes for 
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the purposes of <;mltural ancl economic exploitation. 
It has been throughout a movement o/ the poor­
/11,· the poor, h!J the poor i. e. by those initiated 

into the cult of poverty and suffering for the 
masses of India-and whatever 'reforms' we are 
able to get out of the Parliament and British 
People-this much is sure__:_the Indian adminis­
tration will sooner or later take on an altogether 
novel type-the middle-class intellectual, the ambi­
tious :iristrocrat, the capitalist-profiteer-the 
commercial and the intellectual midllle-mn,n-may 
for a time step into power-1,nt the ri,iure li1•s wit/1 

the natural nwral lcarll'rs <!/' t/11: pt'op/1•, the honest 

lovers, the pure-eyed comrades, the wary helper~ 

along the rugged paths of the masses of India­
grown vocal, articulate at la.st-and learning to 
band and league themselves together in labour 
and trade-unions and in big<'er federated orrrani-

b o 

sations for self-protection against the aggr&ndise-

ment and the bhmdishment of the RicB'.: herein 
lies the parting of the ways in the destiny of Indian 
Nationalism. 
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Multan and Telinipara. 

The News from Multan and Telinipara must 
make every patriot think. These · occasional 

ebullitions of misunderstanding need not depress 
us but they point a morn.I. The Hindn-Mussal­
man unity so es~ential to Indian evolution, · is yet 
a tender plant, which demancls to be watched and 
reared in all reverenue with religious care. A 
unity which is only mechanical-which does not 
touch the depths of thought and sentiment where 
man is no longer Hindu, Mussahnan, Jew, or 
Christian, but man, pure and simple, without 

accident or limiting attribute-a unity which may 
dissolve at the touch of exceptional circumstance, 

which may suffer peril by the passing gust of 
prejudice or passion-which may stand only so 
long as outside pressure acts on it-sttch a unity 

will not lead us to the goal. 

'l'his ~nity must be a spiritual unity, it must 

be organic, it must be inlt!rprelati,:e and i11tel'pe11el1'ct­

lice. ]\fore political exigency, municipal irnd civic 
opportunism can never be the fount and spring 
of this consummation-but this house of unity 
must open many windows of cultural sympathy 
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and moral apprehension-must throw out feelers· 

hi Literature and art imbued with a common ideal. 
'rhe old narrow fell!ls must be wiped clean off the 
slate and new promises of a halc,·on dawn with a 

new evangol must swim into onr ken. Aryanism 

and Semitism have all a common basis-the 

service of God, and the brotherhood of man and 

the fello\vship of races. Let us all strive for this 

larger light. 

The University of Calcutta 
A non=co=operator's review. 

It is with some hesitation that we open our 

mim1s with regard to University affairs. l\fany 
of 'us hav~ a lurking fondness for 'the old Alma 
Mater which, though it has well-nigh served its 
time and might safely change control, personnel, 

old habitndes and predilections and start clean and 

fresl: at m:rny angles and facets-is still the same 

foster-mother where we imbibed the nectareous 

poison of \Vestern 'culture'. "\Ve know culture 

represents one interesting, important, useful · side 
of the greater life which, after all makes a people 

93 



Tm~ PHILOSOPHY OF GA~DHIS:U 

into a group of 'effectives' or 'ineffe_ctives'. Culture 

is the rose-fringed lea( of a Nation's Book of Life 

composed of and cross-cemented with grim tragic 

leaves of century-old wrong and insult: culture is 

holy, culture is divine, culture soars and aspires, 
culture leavens and is as the yeast to the bread of 

work-a-day, drab-hned Reality. But Culture 1s 

not everything: it is not synonymous, it is not 
conterminous with life-it can not feed the 
hungry, clothe the ragged, solace and assuage the 

fever-fits, the .drill depression of the toiling millions 

inarticulate and unled ! When to this is added 

the fact that a certain, type of culture passes for 
the genuine brand here, that is only an amalgam, 

;1, mechanical mixture of lobsters and redherrings 
and that it swamps and absorbs iuto its devouring 

tentn.cles all local initiatiTe, sucks into its whirl­
pool all the smaller currents of indigenous 
thought and effort-when a certain organisation 

grows mammoth-like :ind becomes top-heavy, 
over-centralised and loses the sweetness ancl 

sanity incic1eut to a more natural approximation­

then the country has a right to cry a halt and 
demand scrutiny. 

We take no sides in the very edifying push-
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and-thrust game that is beiug played by the 
University Executive on the one ho.nd and the 
Education Ministry backen up by the 'popularly 
elected' Council on the other-our interests do not 
reach n.s far as the Secretariat account-files :-we 
have a shrewd suspicion that it is a game at cross­
pnrposes, unrelieved by much gallantry on either 
side. But the cry for the democratising of the 
University, the cry for retrenchment, the demand 
for secondary education being relieved of University 

control, the desire to see the University function 
only and solely as a centre of Indian Research in 

Literature, Science and Art-the demand in fact 
for greater freedom-nay local autonomy m 

~auca.tion of every Beugal district-these are 
cla.mant, insistent, reasonable. 

'.rhe days of Calcutta Executive shaping the 

destiny of mofussil eentres in any sphere of life 
are over : the days of the strong, Bisma.rckian type 
of Dictator are a.lso numbered : what is needed 
is decentralisatio11, the releasing of suppressed forces 
throughout th9 country, regional education free and 

untrammelled by old-world conventions and the 
domination of mere 'culturism'. 
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l11r/i,,11is111, pure and simple-to which vVestcrn 
Literature and Science ancl Art may be as 

secondai·y wheels as suppliers of stimulus and 
lubricators-education diffnsed by personal effort 
persdnal example, personal and collective initiative 

by autonomous teachers' guilds,-i:-11/tm·e-asrama.• 

breeding healthy, efficient, Indian types of man 
and woman-sown broadcast over the the land 
without executive control and the inspection bogey 
these are what is needed. vVe demand an education 
of the People, by the People, f0r the People : the 
Bureaucracy may stand aside altogether froin 

this effort of National Creation and Construc­
tion. 

The congress: A principle 
of recon~truction. 

'rhe Indian National Congi'ess poses as the 

rallying-grouncl of all varieties of Indian opinion 
today. For the last year and :-t half it organised 
itself into th·e status of a National Parliament for 

all Inuia. 
' . 

'foday the Congress leaders arc mos.tly shut 
up antl th8 Congress appears to Le losing its 
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prestige and power. Some of the leaders are 

making a bid for popularising it by declaring it 
open to all-co-operators, moderates-possibly 
also loyalists. The Congress creed, it is being 

said, is all-pervasive and all-embracing-it can 
swallow the camel and the ostrich all at once-the 

wolf and the lamb are equally ar, home here-the 

rankest revolutionary and the frankest loyalist can 
each find his nook in its . sweeping airinesses-the 

sweating Capitalist and the sweated labourer and 

the ·social Reformer, the ec momic faddist-the 
religious J ·0_11i and the practical _G ri!ti~the believer 

in Love as the universal political solvent as much 
n.s the helicvers in Force, open or veiled-are all 

invited to rn.ll_,· to the Congress ! 

Meanwhile some of the cardinal points in 
human miture and the IJ.atnre-ordained play and 

inter-pla.r of the forces of self-preservation and 

cbss-cohesion in ~uman society seem to be for­

got.ten or hrushed aside in this religious· craze for a 

united front and platform.:-

To us it is getting clearet" day by day that the 

C :ingress ambition to engulf all Indian organi­

sations of any shape or qua.lit.:, throughout the 
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ccuntry--is for many a long day-bound to remain 
11.n irUe dream. The only hope of such a realisation 
lies in the future, near or remote, when an 

effective organisation of Moral force ready to 

shoulder calls of physical suffering and sacrifice 

gets behind the Congress and acts as the final 
prop and buttress of the massy construction. 'fill 
then, those whose interests in life are bound up 

with the perpetuation of fornign rule and ex­

ploitation, those classes who have been created in 

India by the impact of the alien-the big capita­

list and mill-owner, the landowner, the professional 
cla.sses,-the large class of Government servants, 

civil and military, of the upper ranks-will lean 
,.wen more anxiously for support on the Bure­

aucracy. 

'l'he only hope of an effective Congress opinion 
prevailing lies in the villages and among the 

masses-and also in the big centres of capitalist 

enterprise where Indian Labour, crushecl and 

bleeding, is concentrated. And let the ":?oliticals" 

do what they will- spout phrases and scatter 

dust as much as they like-the real servants 
of the rnotherland must go on their recrniting 
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missions o.nd with their prnpaganda and service­

to the illiterate peasant, and the down-trodden 

factory labourer. 

'rhose \Vho believe in the magic of \Vestern 
Culture penetrating to the lowest strata of the 
mass-mincl of lnclia-those who believe in the 

capacity for constrnctive and risky patriotism of 

the merely \Vestern-educated cln.sses-those who 
still pin their faith upon rich lanclowners 11ml 
capitalists-will have a rude a.wakening ere long­
such people may combine for the preservation of 
their threatened interests and kiss hands with the 

masses for a time-they may have wary ttnd wire­

pulling politicians to keep up the game for their 
benefit for a while-/,1tt t!te .<1,lnatio11 of" flip ,·01mtr.,, 

,·an 011~1; ,·n,11e /l'llm t/1r lr11·.,,e ma.0 ,ws of" thr peopl,~ 

tlt,·11w•l1·es-led by men and women of absolute 
sacrifice who will live and do and dare and uie 

greatly-with no class or caucus or coterie interest 

to serve but with the emancipation of the common 

man ancl woman as their life-prii1ciple. 

For this we require--for this the Congress 

needs-the sacrificing services of thousands of 
workers who will live a life of simplicity among 
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the villagers, in even far-away nooks and corners­

in the huts of the lowly and the humble, and 
,n11·!1 m111J11!,f them £,1 I!,,, ,spirit of wise pussi1·it,1J as 1111wli 

,:f frai·,u>r.• as of tew:!tas-for it is this exclusive 

class-consciousness that saps the very basis of all 
useful endeavour and makes 'intellectuals' feel like 
aliens among their own people. llnmilil,'J, se(lless-

1u',<,<, /'OU?'a,r1e, dhl"ipliw-I111, irf,,11ti/it;atio11 <!f' t/11, 

.i'dothl'J·lanrl 1citlt the Dfrinr• 1l111tfu,1•-these are the 

only recipes by which a more effective Congres~ 

could organise and fnnction in this land. 

The Near Future and the 
Patriots' Duty. 

Is the N. C. 0. :\fovement pract.ically dead 'i 

'I'he first chapter has been closed by the mcar­
ceration for six long years of l\Iahatmaji on the 

18th March last. The countl'y has kept remarka­

bly cool since then and we are told it is an index 
• cf discipline. 

But pt·actically vet·y few workers have come 
out to sacrifice and suffer and help in fulfilling the 
Bardoli and Delhi programme. Disrip/iur ilw·,: 



1rHE NEAR FUTURE AND THE PATRIOT'S DUTY. 

i.~ i,t the co1wln;-blll 1/w. one thin!! 11redti1l Sf'ems to 

,,,. !wl~i11.'I: Co,1m.'/e, The attempt at Chittagong 
to rally the different political partie, under the 
Congress banner by throwing out the suggestion 

of a probable entry into the Reform Councils has 
failecl, as it deserved-but mischief to the cause 
has materialised as a result, and there is growing up 

· ,L definite party of advocates of the capture of the 

Councils and ancillary Bodies for obstructionist 
tactics-counterbalanced by a. party which 
adheres blindly to the Khaddar-cum-untouchabilit,y 
programme. r.1eanwhile unseen by human eyes 
and in direct opposition ·to the Congress creed of 
absolute n0n-violence, the nucleus of a physical 
force party may, who knows·?, somewhere be for­
ming-the party of impatience u.nd young impet­
uosity. 

Meanwhile Non-co-operntion as a politica.l 

method has lost much of its effective sting during 
these months-and no wonder-for the Congress 

scheme is avowedly not political today, bnt socio­
economic. For the attainment of quick and shiny 
result, this routine is certainly not the proper one 
-and political activity throughout the country 
languishes. 'rhe party of 'Responsive co-operation' 
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will try to gatller strength mostly in Bengal and 

Maharashtra and parts of Madras ;-and in the next 

Gaya Congress, this party will try to push its way 
to the front by the well-known tactical methods. 

For those who really and sincerely believe in the 
necessity of the British connection for many a 

decade this is possibly the only honest political 
programme for the near futme-and as the present · 

Congress is practically vowed to the demand for 
Dominion status within the Empire, the Congress 
may just have a chance of being run by tht-. 

responsive co-operation part~- for a brief spell after 

the Gaya fjession. Meanwhile, however, a steadi­

ly growing se9tion throughout the country have 

ceased to believe in the catch-phrases of Dominion 

status and British connexion and more and morli: 
they will 01'fta1tis,· and i:aplure the Co11yrcss 11•itl, 

al,.,o1ut,•. i11rlezx·11cle1wc a.- llic 011f.11 polilfrul ol:jer:ti,·e 

1,•orth 1i_qhti11y for. '11he callous irresponsi~eness of 

the Parliament and the Indian Bureaucracy will 
stitten this separatist mentality :-the vexed 

question of the status of Indian citizens in the 

Colonies and Dominions will make it daily worse ; 
the Akali incidents are stiffening, sending the hard 
irnn into the Punjab! 
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Cornplications 'at home' are daily grnwing 
more and more involved-the Bonar Law Cabinet 
promises to be a timid coalition-worse than 
Lloyd George's caucus-the Irish trouble grows 

intense-the unemr>loyment problem serious-the 
Turkish question an al.most unsettled Sphinx­

riddle in spite of Lausanne (whi::: h conference is 
sure to satisfy nobody), comes as a bolt from the blue 
dashing for ever the prospects of a non-aggressive 
pact among European powers and making 
possible a second devastating ]~uropean or 
Europa-Asiatic war in the near future,-the 

problem of satisfying legitimate "colouren" aspira­
tions grows acute in Egypt, Mesopotamia., Arabia, 

Africa-and the struggle between white and Indian 

citir.e.ns beyond India has entered a phase of 
unprecedented bitterness and acrimony-the 
British Exchequer is unstable-as also the Indian 
-the 'British' election results are most uncertain 

-and the combined result of all this ctm only be 

a surrender of very large powers to the Indian 
politicals by way of conciliation in the near future 

-but though this may bring Provincial autonomy 
-even a sort of qualified HomJ Rule to our doors 
and that shortly-that would not mean an end of 
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the struggle-rather the reverse-for the entire 
problem today in India is centred round the 
economic exploitation by the- foreigner who may 

unloose the political fetters only to tighten and 
stiff en the economic grip. And so the destruction 
of the methodology of nu-Indian industries-of the 

very spirit of Western Indmitrialism-ought to be 
our next move-and for this effective Labour 
organisation is the only requisite. 

'rhe question th_at is insistent to many minds 
to day is:-Is Mass Civil Disobedience feasible 
for India-in the near future ? Our answer after 

long and careful deliberation is an e111p/wt,ic No ...... 

We can only go on burrowing and delivering side­
attacks now at this point and now at that-but a 

frontal attack of the type involved in Mass Civil 
Disobedience involving super-human sacrifice 

and suffering on the part of millions-is, 

for many a da~· unthinkable ; though Civil 
Disobedience by large numbers of trained ,,,,,[~11io11s-

111i11cled men and women may always be possible.­
But that also is a side-attack and not a frontal one. 
Such a frontal attack may be possible to delivet· 
only when world-complications involve Great 
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Britain in a new embarrassing situation-then will 

be India's opport.unity of winning her freedom by 
organised non-co-operation I'll 1110.~se. 

Physical force methods can not succeed m 

India for reasons which :1re almost self-evident. 

'rhe whole problem really resolves itself into getting 

the Army and Police on our side and when and. if 

that materialises, we can be free without a 
blow! 

The over-pa1npcred a,nd over-centralised 

sytem known as the British Empire is already 
dissolving. The independence of India and this 
dissolution of the Empire can only be parallel. 

How then are we of the Congress to help m 
this work of dissolution ? 

(a) By preaching the iJeal of Indian inde­
pendence all over 1 he country, regardless of 
consequence ; 

(b) By seeking to unify all sections and 

races under a com1J1on idea, a common dress 

(Khaddar), a common soci~l work (through edu­
cation and prc_ipaganda) ; 

(c) By organising the Indian peasants in the 
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village and the Indian labourers in the factories, 
mills and railwuys. 

(d) By keeping up a continued agitation for 
effective resistance to official tyranny and European 
oppression wherever it turns up. 

(e) By converting to our faith our country­

men m the defensive organisatiou of Govern­

ment. 

(f) By propaganda in countries abroad ; an 
\ 

organised-effective propaganda which can ensure 
moral and even financial support when necessary. 

(g) and lastly h.'I .rnc!.i11!J to l.·ee;• 11111/fpr.~ .m1111•tli 

helll'1'P•1 d~fi'rrent 7,ofili,·11! parties l,,'.I tolt!N111ce (•.wt sweet 

rerrsou ,t!,lr·11ess. 

For this we rnr1nire a lm·.fft' lwr(!f of' 111r1t a11rl 

womc1, i:mrNl to rll'nth in t!tr se1·ricc o/ flu· 1lfvt/wrland ; 

the immediate programme for all sincere, selfless 

patriots will be the enrolling and training through 

work) of such a body district by district. · 

Many of our men will succumb to the tempta­

tions of an easy life. 8orne will be bought over 
-we may expect a moderate camp in our miclst 
very soon-our motto should be to give all such 
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credit for what they have done and suffered and 
to leave them in peace-going resolutely on our 
mission, undaunted, undamped, heart within anc:. 
God overhead ! 

Political parties in New India. 

A survey of the different parties springing up 
in the arena of our political iife within very recent 
times would not prove without interest. We may 
roughly classify them and indicate their general 
bearings. 

'rhe first and broadest divisions would be along 
the lines of natural cleavage as regards (a) ideals, 
lb) methods and (c) machinery. 

As for (a) we have (1) those who want 
absolute freedom for India, stripped of any outside 
interference or entanglement of any degree or 

quality ; (2) those who aspire to a place for India 
.si·/fdete,·mi11cd 1w t/011/1/, l,ut i11 a c11111ity 01· .Asiatic 

nalio118 ; (3) those whose i<leal aspiration sees an 

India self-governing do doubt, yet not divorced 
from the co-partnership and comradeship of the 

British Commonwealth ; (,1) those who aspire to 
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/Jriti.~lt Empire "-~ it stw,,/s toda,'/ with guarantees 
for the equ!table treatment of Indian nationals 

throughout the British Dominions and Colonies ; 
(5) those who would be satisfied with a provision 
guaranteeing substantial and effective autonomy 
to the provinces and mtich larger control of central 

affairs including the army and foreign policies t J 

Indians ; (G) those who desire possiuly for guar­

antee;; that the so-called nation-1,uildin!I fillbjects 

transferred ostensibl'J to Indian control and initia­

tive may be rmll.'J transferred a11d protected from 
any i:.1terference from the other half of Govern­
ment; (7) and lastly, those who sit on the fence, 

waiting to join that party which might ere long 

have the dispensing of the loaves and fishes of 
office in the hollow of its hands. 

As for (b) methods :-

We have (i) those who believe that absolute 
non-resistance and uon-violence-Sat_11ay1·alta­

in the face of the most tyrannous repression is th'3 
only method of action for India; (ii) those who 
believe in 1•pspm1sil'e 111111-1·io!e11c1' i. e. the inevitability 
of a qualified measure of violence being taken llLJ 
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however unwilling!:, as a last measure of national 

self-defence in exti:emity; 

(iii) those who believe in ,·espo11.~ire cu•opi'l'a­

ti,,11 i. e. co-operating wii;h the foreign or the 

foreign-Indian Bureaucracy wherever possible in 

the councils and auxiliary bodies and resisting and 

non-co-operating whenever necessary--thus creat­

ing a c1 111stit11tio11al deadlo,·I, m the agencies of 

Governmental Legislature; 

(iv) those who believe in a 'rapid but bloody' 
Revolution by open violence. 

As for ( c) machinery ; 

(i). there is flu:- r·on.r1re.,; ct.~ at 711·eH11l r·1111stit11lecl 

whose creed and machinery opens tlie doors 
equally to all parties of patriots and which IE 

seeking to e□ gnlf and swallow and absorb all 

shades of Indian opinion in its wide bosom­

hitherto without much app,trent success ; 

(ii) 'l'he Congress as it 11,iyM he 111011ldrd in the Jll'{l/' 

/11tnr1· by the clash anJ conflict of diff ernnt · political 

bodies, all pledged however, to the cause of India·s 

freedom along the lines of rapid evolution ; 
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(iii) An organisation which though not 
R.cknowledging the suzerain authority of Congress 
might strive as a para.Ile\ body to rouse all shaclec; 
of Indian workers-the vast volume of l111li11,i 

[.,abonr-to se?f'-reliunl and, if llf!~e.~.rnr.11, a.'l!I 1·e.~sfr,,, 

,,,,o,w,mc ru:ti1:it,11-a federntecl all-Inclia Labour 

Congress, that is,-working parnllel with th':3 
Congress but not by the same methocls and not 

exactly for the identical ideals-

(iv) A physical force organisation which 

while obeying the Congress so far as socio-economi~ 
activity is concerned, may work as an effectiva 

resistant army of self-pro~ection in times an,1 
cases of extreme national peril;-

(v) A Foreign Propaganda organisation 
~xtending its operations to all countries in the 
world, defeating interested British prnpaganda 
wherever it exists, enlisting support, moral arnl 

financial-if ne')essary, even military for the Indian 

cause;-

(vi) An extensive public education propag­
anda carried° on throughout India, which would 
defeat Government anti-Congress propaganda !trnl 
solidly enlist the active sympathy and support of 
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the masses and classes for our cause by town and 
village vrnrk and lectures-as also by the printing 
and distribution of leaflets explaining political, 
social and economic questions in easy, clear langu­
age;-

(vii) A persistent, intelligently sedulous, 
organisation for effective work among all the 
servants, i::ivil and military, of the foreign Exploiter 

and Burea.ucra.t-for bringing them quickly under 
the Congress fold;-

'.rhis involves large funds, a. big volunteer 

organisation, a large body of leading sacrificers all 
over India ; a much more tremendous effort 

throughout the country than has hitherto been 
attempted. 

For names and labels we have (1) the absolute 
Swarajists rn.iscalled the insane extremists, the 

extreme non-co-operators br evilly-disposed per­

sons and b0dies, these again include (a) believers 
in an 1111.,polled, Sallvic India living its life of 

spiritual :ind moral purity without the taint of 

modern Industrialist-militarism :-,-an India. 
setting the pace for a World-evolution along the 
lines of moml Government by intelligent discussion 
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and negotiation-stripped of the nightcnaire horrors 
of standing . armies ancl navies as much as of 
colossal machinery-driven mills ancl factories­

possibly relapsing even into a distrust of the 
}\Iachine in 1•1:r1·.1; walk of activity, including loco­

lll')tion ;-(b) believers in an India which would 

reconcile and re-marry the basic points of the 

cultures and civilisat.i011s of gast n.nd West n.nd 
evolve an efficient India, · self-acting, self-reliant, 

living its life full n.nd entire in all the planes of 

activity material anrl spiritual-wedding machinery 

and its connected utilities to the moral beauty and 

spiritual progress of the M,w in society-believing 

in the N11;jas-l(l'e- -t!tr ti fc 11/ SakLi, ,~·11el'_ffisi11p­

though snbsidary to the life of Prema and Ahimsa, of 

Loving. Of these (a) po~sibly cm braces the extreme 
followers of Gandhii;;m-a strong, : bi1t ·absolutely 
honest miilority wedded to •.rrnth anc1 I.Jove and (b) 
includes a strong majority of western-educn,ten. per­

sons. Both la) and (b) of (]) are absolute non-co­

operators. 

(2) Thero are also absolute non-co-operators­
a large borly but.~ possibly yet in the process of 
forming-including all Pan-Indians and Pa.n-
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Islamiets-(3) the party whose spokesman in a 
certain qualified sense would be Mr. Ma.la.vya.: 
1 e.nd 2 :1,ud 3 are all Congressmen and embrace 
millions upon millions; of Indians of all sects &nd 
persuasiom1. 

(4) ffom,. R11fe;£ea,<111es led by Mrs. Besant:­
a smalrhody. 

(5) Prn!/rNsfres led by Mr. Sastri ; possibly 
a.lso a. small body. These include the so-called 
democr1.1,ts led by Dr. Gour-

(6) :t,;' ational Liberals-a still smaller body. 

(7) Independents(?)-whose independence hi­

therto ha.::. materialised only in wordy fight. 

Of these (4), (5), (6) and (7) are almost 

moribund except in council debates a.nd the 
reporting columns of a certain section of the 
Press. 

'~he British people will have to deal with 1 

and 2 a.nd 3, all of whom are bound to keep to­
gether till real, effective Swarajya is achieved. 

'!'heir apparent discords are only the varying 

notes of the Swaraj gamut-to be resolved ere long 
into a. compelling chorus and symphony. 
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The Congress Khilafat 
Session At Oaya 

Thoughts and hints. 
It is barely twelve weeks hence tha·t th0 

Congress and Khilafot would hulcl their annual 
:;ession at Gaya. Floods and misery at our, doors, 

the oscillating uncertainties of the Khilafat_ si.tua­
tion in the :N'eai· East, the agonised martyrdoill of 

thousauds of our Akali comrades in the Punjab, 
continued labour unrest; the.by~·pla_r of Government 

certifications, resolutions and communiques set ove:,r 
against the intellectual rapier-thrusts of the so-calleLl 
Democrats and Indcpendants and Liberals fighting 
the time-worn fight of r~sty constitutionalisrn, par­

rying hard autocratic blows_ with :.mpra-thin, spectral 
weapons, sad fratricidal episodes like those at 
Telinipara and Multan, tragic stories of the ghai.tl;' 
doom meted out to heroic comrades in duress, the 

gloom of the dull, slow, weary days that appear t,J 
pass and repass over the aureoled heads of captains 

in the non-violent fight-all, all in respective 

measure have contributed to react so1Uewhat 
unfavourably on the political atmosphere. 

It is refreshing in the midst of the · prevailing 
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Jistlessuess to come across rays of light, cheering 
and brightening the prospect for the wayfarer. 
'l'he news is that the Central Khilafat Committee 

at·e inviting representatives from all Islamic 

-,;tates to attend the-All-India Khilafat Conference 

that sits alongside of the All-India Congress, 
in Gayn.. This is bound to pave the way for a 

much greater rapprochement and understanding 

betweeq the le!:ulers of Semitism and the leaders 
of Acyanism ; this would be. a clc:.u- demonstrn­
tion of the unity of Islam and of Asia. 

It would be very desirable if representatives 

froma,11 oppressed Nationalities qould be _asked to 
attend the Congress also. 'rhat would be ,L splendid 

means of focussing the Indian demarnls on the 
attention of the civilised world. · We press thi.s 
suggestion on the organisers of the Congress. 

India is an original wember of the League of 
Nations; she has just been admitted into the 

charmed circle of the eight leadiug Industrial woria 

states; she is represented by the Government of 

India n,nd their prize-boys like :;\fr. Sastri as an 

equal padner in the Comity of Nations known as 
the British Empire; she is expected to play a 
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leading part in the coming Empire Exhibition m 
London; presently she will be expected to rally to 
a war-call as in '14-well, if she is all this and 
more, India. ought to make headway in the Com­
monweeJth of the ·world-Federation of which we 
hear such glib talk from day to day. India ought 
to press her claims to autonomy at the Tribunal of 

the League of Nations. 

If the League of Nations can guarantee the 

freedom of the straits to all nations under proper 

safeguards, the same League ought to guarantee 
Indian autonomy also as much as the protection 
of Christian and Jewish minorities in far-off Syria, 

Palestine, and Tnrkey and the steady evolution 
along peaceful, non-aggressive lines of Islamic 

Civilisation and State-craft. 

This is one aspect of the question. Let the 
country take note of its opportunities. Simla and 
,vhitehall are hopelessly divided as regards the 
fundamental principles of governance in India ; 

conservative opinion in Great Britain is labouring 
mole-hills into mountains and is busy manufactur­
ing seeds of incipient rebellion in a garden full of 
the promise of hope and fraternal goodwill between 
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Indian and Britisher ; the J oiut Parliamentary 

Committee and the Secretary of State's Council 
merely help to muddle imperial and, Inda-British 
affairs; the present advisers to His Majesty on 
Indian affairs in the British Cabinet are like unto 

the hlind leading the blind. 

'rhe country's courage and ;;aga_city arnl 

organising capacity have been accentuated a. 
hundred-fold since 1U20 ; the Nation stands today 
a, united, unifying, organised, organising Body led 

by hard-headed intellectuals and stimulated by lion­

J1earted poet patriots, cluistened by the soft, sweet 

Cordelia-voices, the tender, K1twla-white delicacy 

of our Sitas and Savitris-tugged by thousands of 
doughty youth, ardent fighters and zealots. 

'J.'he Congress-Khilafat session of December 

Hl22 at Gaya Oll!Jlit to 111/lke liisloi·.1/ ; it oug!tt to 
.~tifi'en the _Vational cJ1dc11l'o111· /011:m·cl.~ cady Freer/om ; 

it 1111:Jlit lo con.~olitlate race-lwmu:1eniet.1J; il C11t9ht lo 

enlist Lalmnr-smtated, f',cploiled Lalmur-on its ·rolls; 

it ,mg/it lo .'li1:e lhe 1inal ']1liet us to the dead corpse of 

D.11rm:lt.1;, mother of prolific evils, breeder of dis­

trust ancl discontent throughout the vast continent, 
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fomenter of departmental extravagance and' 
administrative brutality. 

The country calls for. the necessary lead. We 
prophesy the lead will come, the Leader who will 

focus and concentrate in his ideals arid Sadhana 
hright reflections caught from the rays of that soul 
of the world-our Generalissimo in this moral war 
-Mahatma Gandhi. 

The "Black and White" 
Question. 

Of late there has been some play of words arid; 
by-play of elusive sentiment over the greater social 
approximation of the :[ndian and European­
otherwise styled the Black and ·white! The ques­
tion is of enduring interest and may well repay 
thought. 

And to start with, let us cleai· onr mind . of 

cant. The Dictionary of social Etiquette know& 

not of the white, or black, the brown or yellow: it 
knows only of the human species and of the two 

.sexes. It knows of age, of talent, of education, of 
status, of privilege and of immemorial 'sanctions~ 
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-it steers clear of all party cries or political tickets. 

'l'he question between Indian and Buropean in 
India . is thus one of relation between human 
brothers and sisters, between different groups of 

leisured culture, or busy commerce, or active social 

service-between coteries of tpe society lady and 

the fashionable woman clad in lustrous silk and 

trimmed lace and enjoying cinemas and parties and 

joy-rides,-and between groups of homely women 
in homespuns, shy of the street brawl and the 

motor-ride-types of sweet, coy, retiring femininty 

which ought to be' a grace and an adornment to­

any nation. The question is between gentlemen 

and gentlemen, and gentlewomen and gentle­

women, of whatever colour or caste or creed or 
persuasion-the question is not between gentleme·n­

aud blackguards, between culture and snobbery, 
between the wealthy capitalist and the pauperised 

labourer. 

If we can c,nce rise to this level, to th.is sweet 

atmosphere of social relationship, freed from cant 
and prudery ttnd ·hypocrisy, we can profitably dis­

cuss the cha,nces of a nearer_ social approximation 
of the two races in the near future. Now what 
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exactly are the barriers to a ~ree social intercourse 
between the Indian lady and the Memsahib? 
\Vhat a.re the conditions that constitute a menace to 
the mi.ring socially of the Indian gentleman-the 

Bengali Babu and the European Sahib '? 

Comparative lack of the 1neans of comfort 
lack <;>f ' displayable' cash may be a reason-but it 
can never be a permanent barrier as between 'gentle­
men.' Gentility never allied itself to me.re wealth. 
The gentleman 'to the manner born ' will make 
a cosy corner for himself in any parlour or dra-w­
ing room, or Baitak-khana. The lady, who is 

lady-like, and not a mere walking para.de of the 
milliners' and the jewellers' advel'tised goods-will 

know to impress herself any where. And there 
are thousands of this true type in both communi­
ties in lndia. Lack of language-incapacity to 
express oneself in the other's tongue-may be a 

good contributory factor-but to this the average 
European must in all fairness plead more guilty 
iha.n the· average Bengalee. Inexperience of each 
others' ·social habits may make matters a 'bit wrong 
now and then-but that is a hurdle easily scaled. 

The reasons lie far deeper. The first-and it 
may be pa.inful to recount it afresh and we do not 
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want to cause anybod_y pain__.:.i& the old, deep routed 
-conviction in the average white man's mind, 
however unconscious, that he belongs to a superior 
race with a superior civilisation-because he has been 

for some decades, the politically dominating factor. 

The second is-the comparatively freer, easier and 

more comfortable life he lives down here-in a 
quarter protected almos_t effectively from non­

European neighbourliness. '.rl1e thii;d is--the feo.r 

that amiability, an attitude of social " undress " 

witll regard to the Indian comrade may make the 

latter inconveniently ' jumpy.' The fourth is the 

-conservatism and exclusiveness of the ordinary 
Memsu.hib-who in her own ways is as wary and 

suspicious of social iunovations and artificially 
bolstered friendsliips as the ordinary Indiarr la.dy, 

Adel to this, the memories of cruel insult and 
humiliation to which th~ bully European has 

subjected the patient and cultured Indian for years 
-in the street, in the tram-car, on the railways­

and the resulting hauteur and dogged unfriendli­

ness of many of our new 'bloods ' in Bengal-and 
add yet again, the feeling of hopelessness, helpless­
ness, generated by years of stand-offish surliness 
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on one side, cringing slavishness on the other-and 
you get at the result now achieved. A growing 
estrangement, a terribly mistrustful intransigience 
on the part of the cultivated, self-respecting Indian 
youth-and a feeling of'.partly 'amused.' and 

partly ' mystified ' surprise on the part of the old 

Sahib and a feeling of antagonism, of a rising choler 

in the part of the ne\\'. Sahib-these are the 
complex by-prqducts of this social laboratory. 

The Black and White Club-where black 

gentlemen. and ladies aping. Sahibs and Memsa­

hibs in dress and manners used whilom to meet 

w~ites of both sexes-has produced more evil than 
good. the occasional meetings of the Rotary 
Club where black politicians and intellectuals 
l~arangue patronising white friends simply serve 
to prolong the crazed, blindfolding effort. 'l'he pro­

posed visits to· students' ~esses will only increase 

the students' suspicion. The suggestedspectacular 
enjoyments as onlookers in Indian festivities may 

make newspaper copy but will hardly se:i;ve any 
other purpose .. The purdah parties have become an 

unmixed nuisance-parties and purdah are irreconci­
lable propositions. What is needed is an immediate 
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chtinge of heart in both the communities-more so 

in the ludo-European-an immediate organised 
effort to learn the "native's" tongue with care and 
reve.renc~, so as to ta,ste at first-hand of the delecta­

ble fruits of black culture anc1 intellect,-an im­
mecliate opening. of all Eu~opean clubs• to any 

Indian gentlell)an and lady who may choose to be 
n mem her, subject to certain reservations from 
which the question of dress should be excluaed­
and last though not least, an attempt on the part of 
the European :Memsahib to throw off her insular 
1·eserve and throw in her lot with real, genuine 
types of Indian ladyhood. 

'l'he British Mission of .help is arriving soon. 
May we expect this evangelical body to impress the 
urgency of 11 larger humane toleration in the social' 
relations of Indians and ludo-Europeans·? 

One thing is clear: till Indians become masters 
in their own house, till' we attain Swarajya, all 

efforts will only be tentative-merely preparatory. 
Still preparation is good-against the brighter clay 
of inevitable equality that is coming-and it behoves 
those who are Indians by adoption to be Indians b.,· 
approximation-no longer to play the exasperating 
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role of stranger·m:i.ster but the soothing and soften­
ing role of domiciled Indo-Enropeans, friendly 
co-operators with those who are of the soil and 
gradually coming to feel India as their own country. 

The European Defence Association. 

Th~ general Secretary of the European Defence 
Association has issued a manifesto. He sets forth 
the revised programme and policy of the Associa­
tion and calls for members. 

Among the avowed objects of the Association 
which is E1trnpcar, and for Eurnpean Defenc1! are/:-

(1) The maintenance of British rights in India 
by all constitutional means ; (2) The protection of 
European minorities throughout Indi~ from aggres­
sion-be it racial or otherwise; (3) The more 
practical recognition of kinship with the Anglo­
Indian and Domiciled Community and the ji,sterin.'I 
of It relations/tip of COl'(liality and co-operation u:it!i 

tlio.~e Indians wlw arr, ,vol'ltiuy co11sll'uctii:el,I/ Jell' t}:,, 

f/O<Jd of India. 

In this connex.ion 'British rights' are defined 
as "rights enjoyed" by the great family of the 
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British Empire-"rights framed in accordance with 
the ideals of citizenship which are held by the· 
Anglo-Saxon race. 

Then follows a rather lengthy list of certain 

"attitudes" of the Association towards some of the 
big questions of the daJ·-of which the following 
may be of interest to our readers: -"the mainten­
ance of the British garrison at a. strength sufficient 
to guarantee India from internal and external 

·aggression": also the support and stimulation of 

Government in dealing firmly with individual and 
collective forces threatening the social and econo­

mic life of the community : also the encouragement 
of education in Indian affairs at Home through the 

efforts of individual members by means of dissemi-
1rn.tion of articles from the l'1!sp111t.,i.bl~ Indian Press 
also the orderly development of the Reform 
Scheme, each step forward being taken as the 
success of the previous steps i11 demonstrated. 

This is a very excellent "feeler" thrown out to 
ot,r 'progressives,' 'moderates.' 'responsive co-ope­

rators' and all kinds of co-operators and loyalists, 
open or dieguiset~ ; we hope they may swallow the 
ho.it eo.s)·. 

125 



'l'HE PHILOSO.PHY OF GA~DIIIS:\[ 

We compliment the Ji':uropean Defence Asso­

ciation on its defensive tactics. Every community 
specially a minority community has the moral 

right to conserve and safeguard its interest, so long 
as it do rn~t encroach on the rights o[ other 

communities. vVe quite realise the moral insecu­
rity of the l~uropean alien's position in India. 

The definition of British rights makes . us 
pause ; are these rights synchronous ~nd homo­
geneous with the rights of all other communities 
in Inq.ia,-do.they run on parallel lines w.ith purely 

Indian rights or have they a tangential proclivity­

H, Hy-off gmdient and rather luring curve tow!!-:rds 
the preservation of "superior" "w~ite" rights in 
;1 "white';, Empire'? Have the.rights, the Christian 
sancti.on of ·"so much right-so much duty"-;-or 
a.re they based on the domination of a first-class, 
fully-equipped Navy and Air Force'! 

'rhese· are questions which the Buropeo.n As­

sociation should do well as a Christian . body of 
intelligent, responsible opinion to-ponder over. 

'rhen as. regards the fixi·ug up of Indians '·who 
are working constructively for the good of Indi1~" 

who is to set foe standard of constrnctive work 
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:mJ by what rule and compass·? Is speechifying 
:Lad hectoring in the Councils also 'constructive 
work''! Is clrnrka-cum-kha.ddar-cum-untouchability 

work not 'constructive'"? Is 'tlooc1 relief' constructive·? 

_Is suffering anc1 volnnta,ry penance .for higher 

saner, and rnaulier patriotism n,ot 'constructive' "? 

:M:r. Bonar Law pleads for co-operation: Lord 

U,eading pleads for co-operntion: The Body styling 
itself the European Defence Association is willing 

to co-opemte with Indians· of a certain type aud 
mentality. These are good signs, provided the 

·,·ea! slty/' shakes hands with the real slulf there 

is so much that is mere tinsel and artificial ·glamour 

stalking about ! 

'l1he Dritish garrison 1s to be maintained at 

'sufficient stl'8ngth' i.e. with adeq ue.te 'striking f_orc~i' 
-~ufficient 'to make an impression.' If the Buro­

pea.ns or for the matter of that, Britishers in 

Iudia ret1nire the protection of British units <lown 

here, they a.re quite ,velcome to tb.e luxury, but 

they must find the money and pay for expenses. 
'l1be Indian 'rreasury is tottering to a fall and could 
not conceivably keep up the old costly luxury of a 

British garrison. 
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If any individuals or collective bodies seek to 
threaten the social and economic life of the com­
munity, the Defence Association would not only 
support but ;;fimnlate Government in dealing with 

them. The object is extremely laudable and de­
mands the co-operation of all parties interested in 

the preservation of communal health ; our only 
suspicion is that there is more in this tall talk than 
appears on the surface and the word 'stimulation' 
sets us on a track of conjectures and guesses which 
we need not unravel just at present. "\V1ll there 
be an enlarged Civil Guard movement to help the 
military to keep down popular expressions of re­

sentment of Bureaucratic actions '? If so, the Indian 
community will know to take caution betimes and 
such European 'stimulation' meant for 'strangling' 
opinion ,.,ill only poison and irritate the Body 
politic. 

There is talk of enlightening 'Home' opm1on 
about Indian affairs through the nspon.,iblr. Indian 
Press ma:r we ask the Secretary of the Defence 
Association what in the confidential dictionary of 
bis Association may be the connotation of the 
word 'responsible.' 
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'l'lv:i-uia.gniloquent ilhrase 'the, orderly develop-­
rnent of the Reform Scheme et~.' leaves us colcl. 
'rhe 'Reform Scheme is in itseif such a disorderly 

ilocui:rient, full of so many blundet·s and bluffs su 

1n~ny absurdities and pitfalls tha,t any orderly 

evolution out of such a pit of Disorder is to any 

lover oflnclia inconc,3iv,ible. \Ve wish the Defen_ce 
Associu,'tion ; and its Indian help.n·s and advisers 

(of wb1ch there may be just ,t fc,v) joy of this con­
stitution df 19 HJ anrl of its orcfot-; and of i~s pro­
gressiv'e character! 

:, 'We urge nothing .1gtiinst the 'Association itself. 

"'Wu welcom:i healthy signs of activity in all com­

munities ; wa wdcome tllem st;ll more in these 
da,--s of the ne;1r atlvent of Sw,i.rnj, for our ideal of 

Swa.mj rejects none, accepts and :issiruilates every 
,r,ice and community domiciled in India. vVe shall 
be looking forwa~·d with interest to the future acti­
vities of the Ddfence A~sociation and we slrnll hopB 

for greater tolet11tion, less aggressiveness, and more 

of the hmnane, Christitm spirit' and of the spirit 

thiiit constmcts and builas in synipn.thy ancl · love 

and fbrbearnnce and refu;ies to merely cavil, criti-. 
-cise :tncl destroy ! 
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The British Mission of Help. 

The British Mis~ion of Help have arrived and 
received a formal welcome in Bombay~ The 
missioners have been sent out from 'home' with 
prayers, admonitions and blessings. They are out 
on a mission of !telp. They will evidently be 
distributed over the areas most requiring their 
services-the tea-districts and the mill-areas. 

Englishmen, political and non-political, are 
slaves to an inveterate habit e.g. of speaking of 

India as a 'trust.' It is a large moral claim to 
make and we can only trust under God that they 
ma_v be worthy of that 'trust.' 

'lv e know from interior knowledge that the 
""'tea-cum-jute-walla' Christians very much need the 
saving gospel to be broµght to their doors earl_,·: 
tlrny often live in tract,s far away from the ameni­
ties and restraining influences of civilisation, most 

of them come out young and single, the_v find 
vice cheap and it is not surprising. s0me of them 
succumb to the temptations of an unchristian life. 
We hope the mission of help met.'/ 1·e-1:liristi,mise 
t hNr! .•I rrq;rd 1·e1:elle1's. 

'l'hen there are members of the ruling classes,. 
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who b_v the unconscious force of tradition and ac­
quired ha.bit grnduall_v lose their early freshnees 
aud elasticity of temper ar::.d out\o,)k and grow into 
a. frigid, rigid, n:1rrow intolera.nce. 'rlrny grow 
hyper-sensitive antl a trifle 'oriental' and 'dictator­

ial.' 'l'hen they strike against 'uncanny' types of 

the New anrl the N eo-Indians and heat and smoke 
are the result. The missioners might infuse a larger 
spirit of tolerance and humility and Christian 
service, i'nto these sections. 

'rhen there are the pooi· neglected Anglo­
Indian and Indian Christians-drivelling, grovel­

ling, drifting-homeless, occupation-less, shifty 

livers. 'rhey hn.ve t~ keep up a false deception of 
a high standard of living and dressing-without ade­
qnate training or opportunit)·. They have hardly 
anv Christian teaching worth the name. Here the 
mission of help have a splendid opportunity before 
them. 

But the most useful thing they could strive to 
do would be to study and approach in a spirit of 
sympathetic reverence various religious s~cts and 
creeds in India-the Hindus, Vaishna.va.s and 

Saivas, Saktas antl Souras, Lingayets and Ga.na.­
pat_vas, the Moslems, Shia and Shunni, Shnfi and 
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..Abmedyia, the Buddhists of the North and the Eagt, 
the. J ainas a;ncl the Pa.rsis-'-to seek a basis of that 
-fundamental accord which lias at the bottom of all 
religious seeking and to realise afresh Christ's 
beautiful saying: "In my Father's House are many 
mansions;" "To dwell together in good will and 
amity, to live ftnd let live, believe in and live by 

Charity which beareth all things, endmeth all 

things"-this is the key-stone of Christian thought 
and endeavour. ,v e invite the Missioners to reread' 

the .beautiful ser,;non of that illustrious Bengali­

the late Keshab Chandra :Sen-which has not lost 
any of its olrl force after the lapse of a quarter 

century-on <lthe Asiatic Christ." If India is t::> 
realise Christ. sh.e must do it Indian fashion: the 

true Hindu Indian rejects not Christ: to hi!Il Christ 
is as dear as Buddha and Chaito.nya; Kavir and· 

N anaka. It is in this spirit we bid the Missioners 
welcome. 'rhe future relation of India and England 

appears dai:k 1,1,nd storn1y: .may these servants of God 
and Christ cootr1l~u~e_ their. offering to the altaL· of 

racial good-will 111nd may clouds-thickening and 

growing-of mutual distrust and suspicion vanish, 

leaving a bright sun-streaked sky ! Peace and 
brotherhood -of races! Unity of culture: fusion of 
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ideals-the . cln,ims of social service· towering 1above· 
mere political cries-let that be the work before the 

Mission of Help-! 

Sir Hal'Court Butler at Lucknow._ 

Sir Harcourt Butler- has all along been a lover 

of India apcording to his light and the lililit11,tion . - . 
of offic~:. he is a scholarly man and shone out far 
better at the helm of Education thau he has since 

done as head of a Prnvincial Administration. His 
address to the recipients of degr~es as Chancellor 

of the new Lucknow University is pleasant reading. 

It is able, scholarly, singularly free from pedantry 

and affectation.' 'l'he ch~rlll of outspoken sincerity' 
the elegance of cultured refinement, the refreshing 
breath of the 'humanities' are there: but the learned 
Governor-Chancellor crunnut get out' of bi's skin, 

and in speaking of the English language and its 
future in Indi'a, · in discharging his· 'duty and pri­

vilege' as Chaucellor "to offer the students ,tdvice,·• 
he plainly overshoots his mark. Nay more, he 

speaks fallacious jargon in the. dulcet: tones of a 
high bred, high-paced·, British imperialist. -This-
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British Imperial polemical attitude vitiates his 
entire outlook and makes him indulge in rhetorical 

balderdash. \Ve proceed to expose some of this 
old-world fustian and point out some of its inherent 

fallacit's. 

And the first academic fallacy is i~ the 'quasi­
axiomatic' theory that India's eternal destiny is to 
be " a constituent part of the British Empire''-to 
which as a tug hangs the corollary tha:t "English 
has now become a classical llnguage of Indiii." a □ 1l 
that India must continue to "adopt English fot· its 
principal language of aaministrntion ·and public 

intercourse:" Alsu that it is not too much to hope 
that India's i11diridualit.71 ,viii maintain its rit,;/if.'J · 

notwithstanding the advances of the ·English 
language-to the great advantage of India and of 
human civilisation as a whole. 

Self-respeqting, awakened India refuses to be 

a tug by the side of the British Liner for ever. 
India's iindividuality will know other ways of con­

servation and progress than that reflected culture 

whicl;i comes of an alien language and culture 

dominating her essential self. Indian civic life may 
presently steer, clear of a foreign tongue · as the-
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medium of public intercourse and administrative 
machinery. India will not ,m:lu:w. the English 

·tongue as a tongue, as a vehicle of a new order of 

il1eas1 ,1s a medium of commercial intercourse-but 

she will relegate English to a secondary, subsidiary 

place in a_ny scheme of Education. 'l111e days of 
culturnl conquest are gone, never to return. 

Sir Harcourt Butler poses as an academic 
admirer of· 'progress'-the key-note to which lies in 
the belief of the younger generation that it has 

superseded the order by virtue of superior wisdot? 

and excellence. He makes a large admission: The 

,noalw,,.in!/ oi India ha.; ,·ume. He makes ,1 larger 

blunder wheu he waxes pessimistic over ''forces that 
you can never discover nor , di met" ! Well, if that 
is his idea of thlprevision and capacit_y for direc­
tion bred in the product of his Universities which 
"are the power-house of Freedom," the sooner 

such power-houses are demolished, the better for 

all parties. He speaks of a "movement which 

seeks to discredit progress on vVestern lines, to 

<leery vVestern civilisation-a. movement which is 

clearly and inevitably heading for ·1·eacli11u." He 

wo;tns, expostulates a.ncl harangues: " Tit~ /i·et!dom 
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11·/a"clt .711111 clieris!t is a westei·n prodw('' .An!i he winds. 
up with the following ,lot'lrinaire dor:tori11,r1: 'Stick to 

1·r·alil1j, .illtcays. cumwct n·ords wit/, tltin_qs. Keep 
the issues clear. , Hern.1'TJ1be1· that it is not realz11 po.~-­

sihle fi,r the ~·ame thin.11 to !,,, awl nol lo lie' Very 

prec10us advice, remiuisc.ent of the Rton H:ead­
l\1aster ! 

vVe take the learned Dqctor-Satrap_ at his 
woi;d. We advise him and men· of his . persuasion 
and "privilege" to. stid, to 1'.calit_11,, to f,eep t /u: 1ss11rs 

clear, alwa,,;s to cmmect words 1cith tliin!J-'• . 

And if our friendly advice is followed and if 
really 'rlmcydides' definition of lli.~f(II•.,; "-' Philo.~,,- -
z,I,:; tear:lii11't1 I,.'! e.rample.~ still holds water, the 
learned Lucknow· Doctor may yet wake up to the 
revelation and realisation that the mivement which-·. 
holds·all India under its spell today,,is· notia movA­
mE'nt of reaction at all, but, a movement that acfa 

and rract.~, 'l,!J cmnpm·i,win, by analysis, by synthesis: 

It is a movement that moves quick and: buoyant to 

the march of ideaS/that are aj;_ much Ariyan as they 
are Semitic, as much Rastern, as W,estarn:-for it:-is, 

a. movement of free impulse. towards · a largeb 
richer, manlier, wider, fuller, life~o.- movement . 
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pointe·d out by the never-failing compass of T·1uth. 

It is not·a reversion: it is not a retrogression, it is 
not even a secessiori,~it is an assimilation' and a 
progression, a cumulative· synthesis·; and · if 
pcrcharice the sea-men of the uncharted ·seas of 

this new Exploration take· their soundings ever· 

and anon by the plumb-line of India's own 'r1uasi­

o.,·iomaiic notions of philosophy, •of. moral concep­
ion, of social organisation ·-,-they may not be 

lectured into an aba.ndonnient and a; surrender by 
the analysis-groping, amateurish, rule-of-thumb sea­

men of another cli1~c a~d other seas. 

'rhe Gandhites ar_e quite cJear in their minds: 

they a,re singularly :1ble to stic~ to reality, to con­

nect words with things. It is only Ghe Reformists 

and Dyarchis~s ..vbo i1,re heading blindly fo1· anar­

ch.v b_r their loss uf hold. on realitie9:-the realities. 
of the natioqal demand, of the grudging sham 

concessions,, of the bloated estimates and depleted 
revenuep~of G3 c,rores for a '. -1 6us 11n-lndia n 

army-of 6J thousands a year for L . .inl-rate stump­

orntor politicians-of lttrge promises · and smooth 

or ~ough excuses a.nd brow-beatings ! 

Physician heal .. th) self ! Doctor, swallow th) 
own .physic! 
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Freedom-the longing for Freedom is God-
. implanted, nature-given: it need not be produced, 
. manufactured,,: quoted and advertised. There is a 

bye-product type of Auglo-phile Freedom_ which we . 

all know fur what it is worth: that is the \Vaste­

product of the Universities down here which have 
produced for the Indian m11,rket over a space of six 
decades. These Universities are powt:lr-houses for 
the Bureaucracy, no doubt, but veritable dead-letter 
offices for the befogged native of the soil ! 

/Jrili,li iclms ,y· Ji·eedvm might· ·have made the 

older ossified generation what they are today-a 

mass of blinded drift-wood material; /mt the.'/ 11.0 

l011!/er ri.~e allll ,·all. 'l'he new 'call is from ac1·oss 
the chasms of India's beckoning Past-it is a call 
out of the submerged deeps of the Indian con~ci­
ousness-continent-it is a call that vibrates to the 

melodies and rhythms of the spidt-soul of Inu-a 

call resonant with eutrnnciug echoes and vibrant 
to a wild, weird, music of the soul, the 

mind, the senses. The cail is from Divinity's 

own chambers-given out in tones that bring 
hack the old world chivalries and martyrdoms, 
the scriptural divinations of . a Urll'f/i and a 
.llaitr1'.'Ji, the moral purity of a Sita and Savitri, 
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the self-immolation ofa Dadhichi, the romantic 
story of Padmini.and Ahalyabai ! 

The academician of the \Vestern shores and 
the Doctor of Lucknow will yet have to take many 
.a lesson at reality-hunting befor~ he can convin­

cingly perornte to charmed Inclian alumni. 

The Failure of Lord Reading. 

Bankruptcy stares the British statesman m 
the face evaL·ywhere. Mr. Lloyd George has failed; 

Mr. Montagn has failed ; the Indian Viceroy on 

whoLll the Georgi,tn government fastened such 

expectations has failed. }lfoch water has flowed 
down both the Ganges anJ the ·rhames since the 
Lawyer-Vicero_v took office ; man_v promises have 
since been mad:! to the ear and broken to the heart; 
man v tlatteri ng u actions laid to the agonised soul 

of India have turned out hot blisters ; parleys and 

ala.rums and e:{cursions-have continued to no pur- · 

pose ; discussion and argument, conciliation and 
soft speech have succeeded to wholesale proclama­
tions and arrests irnd imprisonments; the insults 
hurled at the intelligence of august councillors has 
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found withering echoes and sensati~nal repetitions 
in the bodily insults inflicted on suffering patriots ; 
commissions have sat and reported and agreed' and 
differed, the imprimatur of Simla and Delhi has 
been effaced by the blind soothsayers of White­
hall ; the Indian Secretary and Foreign Secretary 
have quarrelled and fumbled to India's eternal joy; 

the Foreign Secretary and Colonial Secretary have 

been at loggerheads to India's infinite a.urnsement: 
the Coalition has driven -ouL a proru.inent member 
and kept in office a subordinate who has been the 

real culprit; the Montagu spirit has hovered over 

the devoted heacl of Lloyd George ~.nd exorcised 

the Georgian ghost out of offir.e; the Indian Viceroy, 
wedged between the welter uf parties at 'home,' 
the I. C. S. revolt here, the false blandishments of 
the timid co-opeL'ator, the fierce invective of the 
aggressive Non-co-operator, the luring siren-song 

the progressive Liberals, and the hectoring drum­

blast of thefiery Khilafatist-pressed between the. 
clamour .of commercial interests and the piteous wail 

of Lancashire. ,cott0nwallai.-wrung 1:/y the Arru.r 
headquarters and the Dominion imperialists-the, 
poor, drifting Viceroy has been Jrifting, drifting­
driftiug-,''Jrift.'.' is the word-drift aimless, j.:>yless. 
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helpless, hopeless, that has been Lord Reading's 
lot ever since his assumption of . the Satrapy. 
And tod3:y with perfect chaos in politics and party­
groups at 'home' and diehard, insular, conserva­

tives yelling and vociferating for a pull-up, rein-up 
policy in India, the grey-headed law-inured, 

diplo1uat-statesm:1n at the helm of Indian affairs, 
finds himself in a most perplexing situation ! 

We have nothing against LOL"d Reading the 

man. His life-record is in itself an inspiring story; 

fr.Jill the Cfl,bin-bo" to. the Lord Chief JusticP. and 
from that to the Y',iceroy is a regular romautic 
progress-:-quite "American," very much stiff and 
stubborn, quite a poetico-financial adventure. 

Indi,1-a section of India-expected· ·a lot from 
such a wary, sky-scraping pilgrim ; the Georgian 
Gabinet sent him down here almost as a last 
resource-hoping to pit diplomatic finesse against 
moral finesse! Readiqg versus Gandhi ~ \Vhat 

a beautiful tug-of-war! 

The Viceroy was to come and see and conquer. 
He caroe-'saw' India's moral Leader-'saw' him 
-for six daJs:__cajoled and connived-hectored and 
threatened-lectured in and lecture<l out-hurled 
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{:OUnter-propaganda - sought a loyalist-rall"­

brought the Jolly PL'ince out-mo.de him speak 
fine and away from the issue-came out to Cal­

cutta to pacify Bengal-received a memorable 
, Deputation of ''Centre politicians" or no politicians­
··'beld out the diplomats' olive branch-was refused­

followed up by wholesale repression-gave ca1'ft' 

l,lonclie to Provincial Satrapies-pnt almost every· 
body that was anybody in confinement-and patted 
and petted the lo:·alists-manufactured commission 

after commission-repealed the dead thunders of 
the obsolete unflashing Rowlatt Act--"queer­
repealed" the Press Act-p1aced the Criminial 
Procedure under review-promised Racial Equality 

in Law's Equity and was foiled-half promised 
fiscal autonomy and came to grief-truckled to the 
Assembly over the Badget curtailments and tricked 
it over the Prince's Protdction Bill-sent out the 

ticketed, testimonial-ridden, sedulously advertised, 

schoolmaster-imperialist, Mr. Srinivas to the Domi­
nions as advocate-lulled the Constitutionalists, 
soothed the fury to which even they were l11shed 
by the Georgian whip-kept the peace in rebellio•.1& 

Malabar, committing unintelligent malapropism in 
politics, kept on restoring devastated, conrt-marti-
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alien Malabar-kept on sniping at the Frontier 
Raiders and kept out the B,ed Bolshevi-well why 
prolong the long-drawn-out tale'? 

\Vary Pilgrim of the uncharted wastes of the 

India.n Misery-Desert, whither wendest thou '?-to 
the abysma.l deep . .:; of Disaster, of Rec Jil, of Dis­
trust, of DespaiL' ·? Thou couldst not have chosen a 
better, worthier road. 'l\1.ke heed betimes, wary 
politician, lest thy over-wariness, thy hooking and 
netting tactics, thy feebleness lead thee to thy fall­

and the sunderi1\g of ~entury-old ties! 

Lest We Forget: 

SwARA-TIST lnBLA~D A~D SwARAJIST bmIA. 

The latest a:ivices to hand supply us with a 

gruesome pictu1·0 of Irish Swaraj under the British 

heel ! r.rhe so-called Irish Free State has clapped 

into prison over five thousand souls and the most 

interesting case is that of an ex-uustice under the 

Dail wb0 because of the obtuse perverseness of his 
judicio.1 decrees against· the Irish Executive found 

himself snddenlv in prison and had to be let out 
because he force<l the hands of the Free State by 
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threats of a hunger s.trike. A deba.te-011 the shame­
lessness of these mathods and do the · urgency, for 
the sake of the reputation of the Fre3 State/ for 
establisli.ing regular courts of law to _.try political 
offenders moved by the ex-minister Duffy was 

recent)}' lost by a large majority of votes._,! Ov_cr 
. . 

a,6ainst this picture of fe.llow·connt,rym.en. impaling 

each other and shooting each other down, over 
against this picture of a lnrid Swaraj el'fol't of 
violence, stands the stor_\· oi Indian efforts at Swa· 
raj. marked by bloodlessness, and pn.ssivit,y of !luffer­
ing, by non-retaliation, non-v.iolcnce, non-resistance 

non-contact with the arrnyed forces of Evil ! But 
the rncord of the Bureaucra~. is the same in both 
countries: unimaginative forcing down of me:1snrcs 
in the interests of so~cal\ed "la,w and order," star-
chamber trials, lett,·,is rle r:w:hcl, carte blanc he 'to tha 
.Police and .Magistracy ! ._, 

The Swaraj Government in Bengal has gloa~­
ed in repressive· methods, ;though here, .,the spirit 

of non-retaliation has been kept in , the face of 
tremendous odds! By a.heroic .use of the .Criminal 
Amendment Act and Sections 14-!, 107, 108, 109, 
110 and in certain instances sections. 124:A and 
153A, this Governwent professing to bestow ;a 
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largi3 :ueasure of cJnct·ete freedom to the countrv 

,~asily sncceeden in taking away from useful public 
life no less than twelve thousand of the gritty, 

intensely ptttriotic among Bengal's sons whose only 

fault has been that they have love:I their native 

land not "wisely" but too well ! 

Wisdom in this conntl'_\' belongs only to the 
astl'i".!h t_,.-pe. He onl_v is deemed wise who 
·1fter a life of easy anl goo:l.~•-goo::l_v snbserviencv 
to the powers that be, the social an-i the political 
:rnd the domestic gois, white an.l brown and black, 

can pass into seedy nothingnes. Of such stuff 

have man~· of our lip-ieep loyalists bean compoun­

by a Providence of sal'Clonic humour and these ara 

the great pillars of the novel In:1ian Swaraj, which 

is a swaraj where the Ct·iminal Procedure Code is 
the reigning sovereign! And ~,et, when hundrntls 

of our patriot-heroes are rotting in the British jails 

and being subjected to the jailor's rod and the 

jail warder's baton and eating Jral'f and o'Ial fit for 

beasts (we speak with certain knowledge) the 

tourist-trains are full, the holidav-makers take 

holida~•, the motorists have their joy-rides,· meu 

and women move ont dressed in F.nglish hats ancl 

honnets ! ,voe for a people fallen so low! 
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But lest we jo1·.qet-let us again remind our 
readers that the movement led by Mahatma Gandbi 
is a movement by the people ancl for the people~ 

that the masses are solidly with us, large nurn bers of 
heroic youth are with us undaunted and high-paced, 

and last though not least, hundreds of our sisters 

have joined the fray ! 

Smyrna and.the European 

Repercussion. 

'rhe fall of Smyrna opens a new phase of 
Europo-Asiatic politics. The much-maligned Turk 
is coming to his own, thanks to Kemal Pa!:ha ancl 
• 
his supporters in Asia Minor and beyond; the 
Franco-British relations appear to be getting very 
strained; German militarism might swoop at tbis 
opportunity of opening a fresh campaign and Soviet 

B.ussia may join hands. The future plight of Con­
st~ntinople, that apple of European di1,cord-and 

the problem of t.he control of the Straits, is a ques­
tion the solution of which presents vexed problems 
of 'nationality', 'spheres of influence' ancl of 'econo­
mic exploitation' of the East: this is the real bone 
of contention and if by any irony of fate, the 
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'turbaned •rurk' manages to create an imbroglio in· 

tbe Constantinople situation, then, woe for Europe1,1,n 
diplomacy in the near future! '.l!he jubilant accla­
mati~n of Kemalist victories in the French Press 

followed b_Y Allied testimonials to the galla.ntry and 

good behaviour of victorious Kemalists in Smyrna 
furnishes one side of the picture ;-the other side is 
presented by hurried consultations in the British 
Admiralty coupled with rather 'loud' advertisement 
of uni(\· of policy o~ the part of GreaL Brita.in, 
France n.nd Italy regarding the Near East question. 

When .with acute clifferences between England 

and, France regarding German repa,rations, and 

differences of outlook regarding Turkish Nationalist 

aspiration in the Turk's original homeland-to 
which 1J111y be added the possible defection of the 
"Little Entente" and a cool walk-over b,· them to 

the victorious party-the outlook in Europe is one 

of unrelieved pessimism. The_ four years' t,oil and 

trouble, the currents and cross-currents and under­

currents, the triumphs and lapse of Allied manouv­

ring since the Armistice may all come to airy nothing 

and we may have a volcano-outburst any day. Pro­
Hellenism and Pro-Zionism are going to give very 
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nncertain returns and a new o~ientation of policy 
colourer!. by a clamant \1ociferous Pl'O-lslamism 
may soon come into being. For round Constan­
tinople hangs the whole balance of power of E11rope 

and Asia-and the Straits are the key to the domi­
na.tion, political and economic, .· by the West, of 
Egy.pt, and Mespot and Arabia, the whole of 
'rurkestan and the unsettled areas thereabouts­
and once this balance is shaken, there may be 
another race for the homelands of Islamic and 
brown Aryanism-a race which while giving the 

't:<11tp cf,, :11·m·,,' to the dying West may plunge the 

whole of Asia into blazing turmoil! "\Ve belong to the 
l)lessed tribe of metaphysical lotusland anil. are 
fain to watch the Joings of that "Aristophanes of 

Heaven" as Heine calls Him, untouched, unstirreil., 

unskimwed. Glory to the rosedreams of Lotus­

land. ! 

Mudania. 

Recent cables show that l\fodania has nut 
effected anything else but a very temporary armi­
stice. '.rhe conditional permission to Angora to 
gradually establish civil control over Eastern 'l1hmce, 
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the renewed emphasis on the sanctity of the 'neutral 
zone·, the massing of French battalions alongside 

of British forces, all this does not seem to lead any 

nearer to a solution of the tangle. Meanwhile the 

Hussian Soviet threatens · Angora \Vith retaliatory 

measmes in case the question of the Dardenelles is 

settled by Angora without Rnssia's pai-ticipathn. 

· 'l'hc Italians are going one better: they take advant­

age of the Greek debacle to scrap certain chrnses m 

the Sevres 'l'reaty and quietly refuse to fulfil certain 
obligations with regard to the Dodecanes (a group 

of 12 islands). There is consternation at Athens 
over the advico sent out by Greek Venizelos re 

urgency of evacuating East Thrace. 'J~he poor 

Greeks are in a bad wa~• deserted b_,· their old 
helpers, left lloundering in an abyss of despair, to 
cover up their discomfiture with what face they 
ll11L_\·. 

'l'hc proposed representative Conference (at 

Smyrmt or elsewhere), the venue of which is not 

yet fixed, holds many startling surprises, for which 

we advise our readers to wait. Till th.en everything 
is uncertain: what bas been achieved up till now is 

the pushing back of a prospect of war. 
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· India's part in these international transactions 
is not inconsiderable. 'l'he President of the General 

Khilafat Committee has 1tlready threatened the 
Premier with- a ltUrnt, an exodus of a million 
Mussalmans of India, to Turkey, in case Angora's 
demands are not satisfied to the fu11. We can well 
realise that this is not an empty vaunt. 

'£he Near East Muddle has already produced a 
t13nsion in 'Home politics'. A certain section of 

pubic men and and journalists are try1ng to make 
poor Mr. Lloyd George a scape-goat for the folli1::s 

of the Coalition Cabinet and even clamouring for 
'his resignation. Some go to the length of pro-

phesying a December Electiun. There have been !'O 

many of these forecasts in these clays that we are 
inclined to take these for what they are worth. ] n 

any case, the Empire is shaking in its very founda­

tions, and the day England is inveigled into another 
war over the Dardenclles and the control of the 

keys of the Eastern strongbox,that da_v will see the 

effete and ov:ergrown British Imperialism reel. Till 

then, Lloyd George or no Lloyd George, the shop­

keeping lwuia Junkers and Jingoes of the isolated 
iHland in Europe (a queer amalgam of mixed meuta-
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lity and a queer lot of tricksy, slippery statesmen 
bluffing today and huckstering the day after) will go 
on making a mess of things, ~t. home as well as 
abroad. The fall of Lloyd George and Georgian 

tactics will be synchronous with the resurgence of 

a new world, made really safe for Democracy. 

Till then we wait, and watch, and work. 

Mudania-Again. 

'l'he Great .Mudania Conference has after all 

ended. All the European powers were eagerly 

following the proceedings of the Conference with 
feelings. The Cabinet ministers lost their sleep of 
nights; one single ca.ble from General Harrington 
necessitated an emergency meeting even at dead of 
night, for European nationalities have now realised 
that Kemal would not brook any of olcl-time-in­
justice and bluff. While the other European nations 

were n.ll exhausted bot.h in men and money and are 

now only trying to recoup their strength, Kemal 

has been able to gather around him a large battalion 
which could cope with the biggest principalities of 

Europe in righting the wrong; the much dreaded 
/Jvh,ltir. have allied with him a,nd at·~ always pre-
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pared to help him in the war against these Imperia­

listic nations. 

But alas ! has the danger lessened in any way'? 

ls the fear of a severe struggle over? Reuter is 
flooding the papers with messages of "l'he Mudania 
Agreement,' how lswet Pasha signed the conven­

tion, how Harrington shook hands with the 'l'urkish 
representative and so forth, but the Greek delegt1te 
has refused to sign without direction frow Athens. 
At the query of lsuiet as to 'whether . the powers 

would see the agreement carried 011 if the Greeks 

were unable to sign', General Harrington replied 

that it was understood that the powers had agreed 

to this at Paris.' But what would a Paris or London 

or Berlin· agreement do if t,he power concerned is 
unbending? It has been proved more than once 

bow the European nations are ready to, respect the 

provisions of a treaty when self-interest ii, at stake. 

So the crisis is not over. Both the parties may 

be only taking time to prepare for a severe struggle. 
Our Hare Street contemporary seems to be jubilant 
over the expected breakup of the Russo-'rurkish 

.agreement. But "in a despatch from the Berlin 
.correspondent of the '.rimes, published in mail week, 
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it was stated tha.t Kernal Pasha, in a telegram 
addressed by him to the Soviet Government of 
Hassin, informed the Bolshevists tlw,t he considered 
himself bound b_r the agreement between Moscow 
and Angora of l\Iarch 6, l U21. rl'his agreement, it 

was added, contained the illlportant provision that, 

iu any negotiations carried on b.1· Kernal with the 
allied powers, Moscow should take part." 

'l'iwe only will show how far the Russo-Turkish 
breach is real. · Kem al Paslrn is a friend of the 
Bolshevics. It is an open secret how the Imperia­
listic nations o[ Europe an1l America were trying 

to break this friendship. 'l'bere are agencies paid 

to spread lies about Bolshevic failures. \Ve have 
to take thew with a grn,in of salt. 

Let there be no premature jubibtion. 

l\Iustafa Kemal who comm, nut only as the 
Saviour of Islam, but as the blessed instruwent of 

the Genius of History whose pleusurn it h11s ·been 

to be just writing n new page for the sun-burnt 

Africa and Yellow-Brown Asir., may yet be trusted 
to keep the game well in hand. 
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Mr. Lloyd George. 
J3'or want of a. better occupation, the British 

Premier is now busy upon a book of memoirs. In 

these days of the free press in a mud-bespattering 

Democracy, the Chiefs of Government are not 
immune from hard and nasty knocks and side-hits. 

Home of the hits to which :Mr. Llo_,·d George has 

of late been subjected have told, to ·wit, those cm 
the distribution of honours. 

The N orthcliffe Press has been as a tbom in 
the side of the Premier and the French and Kema­
list Press has often hit hard at him. From one 
point of view lVIr. Lloyd George is one of the most 

unlucky of mortals-all his well-c1rilled astuteness 
and India-rubber elasticity have not saved him 
from suspicion, distrust, calamity. 

'l'he Empire and Imperialism of which the 

Premier is the high-priest, is a rlissolving phase of 
world-construction: it has been reared on the shift­
ing sands of opportunity and circumstance-it had 

never an_v high idealism or enduring principle 
behind it-and this vamped-up system is fast dis­
solving under the stress of a newer, higher, i<leo­
logy. 
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The centre of gra~ity of European politics is 

shifting: the world-war gave it the first push-the 
•rre11ty of Versailles and the ''l'roaty of Sevres with 

auxiliary settlements huLTieil the process-the 

defection of Russia and the victorious emergence 
into power of Islamic states in different parts of 
the world produced greater col.llplications-the 

questions of German reparation and inter-allied in­

(lebtedness continue to hasten this tlissolution by an 
ever-widening series of discussions which, leading 

nowhere, have intensified mutual distrust and 
stiffened acute 'nation:11' ditl'erences. The new 

menace of a resurgent Asia, of a, struggling Africa, 

of a puissant and wealthy America able to dictate 

to Burope brings ever new eddies into this World­

Maelstrom. 

gurnpe-Continental Europe-is crumbling­
Austria starving, Hassin. famished, Germany inexo­

rable even in advernity, France hectoring, It11ly 

sulking, Greece smashed, the buffer states of 
.Poland and the Little Entente living a spectral life 
of diluted thinness-England playing a. hide-snd­
seek game of rank opportunism, straining at every­
thing and gaining ever so little-the Age presents 
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the spectacle of an Industrial Civilisation in its last 
throes. 'l'he international credits of the European 
1rntrkets reared on certain economic fictions and 
buttressed on certain political opportunitie3 have 
all been shaken by the world-war; the _German 

wark and the Austrian krone and the Hussian 
rouble represent hardly any values-and added 
to this economic ruin is the incipient loss of 

power and prestig.: in the heretofore exploited 
rngions of the Near East and the :Far East. 

'rhe onl_v power that still stands on its legs in 

a certain measure is England-because ,of her 

comparative isolation from cont.inental Europe and 
of her far-flung Empi1·e. But the isolation no 

longer exists-the ruin of Continental Eurnpe, the 
loss of credit, the fall in exchange there, are bound 
to have for-reaching effects in England too; n.nd 

the Empire idea ii; today undergoing a V!I.St trans­

figuration-the British 'mandate' and 'prntectorate' 

are beginning to lose fascination-Egypt wants free­
dom from her shackles, Mespot shakes herself up­

Afghanistan is an independent power already-­
and the demand for Indian independence has been 
sounded in no uncertain voice by Mahatma Gandhi 
.and his vast array of followers throughout. India 

156 



till today the Swaraj crv brings throbs into the 
heart-be:its of every Indian. 

Mr. L!o)·d George is finding his imperial res­
ponsi bi Ii ties rather thankless business. His old 

friends n,re fast deserting him-he has thrown the 

mask of Liberalism aside and is engaged at the 

gamo of ot·gauising the 'Die-hards' and 'Unionists' 

iuto a partv which he will know how to lead into 
power at the right moment. 

Meanwhile, the rest of Europe has begun in 

right earnest to look askance at the Premier a,ud 
his shifting policy-a.nd.·as for the Islamic world, 

there is vet·y serious distrust of the whole foreign 
policy of the Cabinet dominated by the Premier­

and ai'3 for India eveu moderate i.e. loyalist opinion 
has veered, round against the gallant s1111!1 Ji·oid with 
which Mr. Lloyd George gave away the entire 
Swaraj show under the Reforms ouly the other 
,ia.y. Poor Mr. George ! 

Every wizard has bis day. 
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Mr. Lloyd George Again. 

Poor lVIr. George! The tempest is gathering 

round his devoted head. His Nc111' East polic_\· 

with its bunglings and half-defeats is costing him · 

a good. deal. He made his first blunder in the 

fighting pro-Greek and anti-Turkish speech he 
made in Parliament some time ago ; he followed up 

this blunder by his now notoriously blatant m11ni­

festo-the call to arms to the Dominions across the 

seas; he made his third blunder when he Rought 

to explain this secund maladroitness a.way. He 

will, we prophesy, make a fourth in his Manchester 

speech of to-day. 

'l'he greatest blunderer and the aptest bungler 
of the age is Mr. Lloyd George; his pose is a blun­
der; his bluff is a blunder; his recantations are a 

blunder-the whole stock-in-tmde of his wizardry 

is a bungle-and yet in the eyes of a large section 
he is the wonder-worker, the man who is inrlispen­
sable, the Sn.viour of the Empire, the protector of 

small nations. 'l'he reasons for such a judgment 

a.re not far to seek. Mr. George has all the brilliance 
and astute slipperiness, all the non'}halance and 
sa11:1 froid of a middle-age corsair: he knows how 
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to bold his cards and how to show the trump and 
just at the right moment; he is a wonderful coiner 
of phrases that hit and tell ; he knows how to cover 

defeat by a specious phrase, a delicate by-play of 

words; he will uot simply be fooled into foolhardi­
ness except on rare occttsions when a singular irony 
of fate leads him on a false scent. And what is 

more, Mr. George is a man of impulse, however 
much he may appear to the outsider to be a bar­
gainer; be throws himself into the current of affairn 
and swims along and across. He is not a heavy­

weighted champion and does not sink under the 
pressure of extrn seriousness or solidity. He is an 

eerie, weird genius with a talent at improvisation 
and impromptu-which carries him over the shoals. 

He is the Ariel of modern capitalist-cum-middlc­

class-talent Administration; he spins tbe fine cob­
webs of a.lert diplomacy shot with deceit, humbug, 

white falsehood and "th
9
e eye for the ma.in chance" 

-"the casb-nexus"-and never himself gets en­

tangled in the web. That is bis distinction. '£hat 

is his claim to the role of the Dictator be has been 

playing for these long six years. 

But Ariel of Blf-land is finding that the sea-
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tossed island is getting too hot for hirn at last. 
'rhere are the Calibans-there are the Sycoraxes of 
rank, stinking Imperialsm and they begin to rake 

11p trouble. The Labour-Caliban is really using 
his language rather "c11ssedly", the Liberal Sycorax 

grows quernlous. 'l'hc: Miranda of the Coalition 
refuses to be further lulled by Ariel's charming 

symphony. 'rhere is a Ferdimtnd-there may be 
quite a number of that ilk-to court her n()w-and 
Prospero, the old Prospero may bury his wand and 

cast away his spells-the Prospero of Party Govern­
ment, which has had its day and is fast getting out 
of date. 

Lloyd George may have a fall-and if he falls, 

the entire, corrupt, honours-selling, procrastinating, 
lrnngling Party Government of the Coalition bra.nil 
may also find a speedy end .. 

Exit Lloyd •oeorge. 

The curtain has been rung clown at last. Mr. 
Lloyd George has resigned and the Coalition 
Government fallen to pieces. 

'rbe Dictator and autocrat who reduced the 
House of Commons all these long years to a mere 
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nonentity-the man who elevated mere 'cleverness' 

into a creed and divorced British politics from its 
old moorings of justice, honesty, and above all, 
character-the man who began as an ultra-Radical" 

and ended as a.n ultra-Opportunist-is fallen. No 
amount of phrase-coining and honours-bribing has 

served any longer to keep him in power. The 
Coalition was an alliance of all manner of principles 
and no principles-:-an unholy combine of Intellect­
Capital and finance-Capital-of Labour and Press­
man,-of Manufacturer and Shipper,-of blue-blood­

ed aristocracy and thin blooded upstartiahness ; it 

was a. veritable witches' cauldron where unsavoury 
samples were brewed in the vats of rank opportu­

nism and blo.tant deceit. 

Result: bankruptcy-Result : paralysis. Result: 
asphixia. Result: dissolving ruin. 

Mr. Lloyd George has gone into liquidation 
and with him the whole policy or no-policy for 

which he and his Ministry stood. 

The break-up of the Coalition Ministry and 
the disappearance of Mr. Lloyd George opens up 

so many new possibilities. Cltaracle1· ma,11 11010 /w1·,: 

a cltunce a_qainst cl,·L·anesf ; principle against mere 
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expediency ; hoqesty agai_nst deceit ; a sane Empire­
ide/3- aga\nst an insa~~. , pver-grown, bloa.t~d, red 
imperiali~lll; tough John-bullishness against soft 
'ta~poalishness'; bluff and cant ag.~inst pra,ctical 

COllllllOn sense. 

We are gallant enough not to gloat over a 
fallen adversary; man wars not with the dea.d­
evan. with the politically dead. We would not 
croak over Lloyd George's inevitable falj. ·we 
prophesied it. long ago. Yet the interests of Truth 
a.re far more urgent than any canon of mere 
chivalry and we would not bA truthful if we did not 
express our honest conviction that ¥r. Lloyd 

George has uot been a clean adversary. He has 
put sc.-called " Imperial and British " interests 
above the claims of fair-play and just dealing anrl 
his means and methods of party manipulatior:i, his 
elastic pronouncements 11.nd counterpronounce­
me~ts, his " playing to the gallery," his abuse of 
his manifest powers of elocution, his use of the 

personal equation, his •• all things to all men'' 
tactics-have done the greatest disservice to the 

British Power and Prestige and thus to the Empire 

so long held and knit together by l'ower and 
Prestige. 
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He has not got·the Ka.iser'hiui.~ed- -he has· not 
made the Germans 'pa)"~he has not' redeemed his 
pledges to Ireland, Egypt, Mespot and· India-'-he 
has not yet extirpated the :Russian 'Reds'-he · has 

not been of use to his Hellenic friunds-he has not 

kept faith with unemployed L,tbonr at 'home'-his 

administration has· miserably failed-and why'? 

because he never 'meant' o.n_vthing he 'promised'~ 

because he mo.de use of diploma.tic language to stave 
oll the imminent crisis aud took up every specious 

' ,. 

cry to soothe popular clamour. He has failed to 

give peace to England, Ireland, Europe and the Ne::,.r 
East: he bas bungled about the Indian question 
and over the Mussalman problem; he has not been 

ll.ble to keep the world-peace ·by his glue-coating of 

philos,=>phic maxims and juggling economics. He 
pt'omised the British electorate a 1ii,, 111,,i/iu. between 
Extreme Socialism anJ Bxtl'eme Capit,tlism : he 

has misernbly misadventured. He promised to give 

Home Rule to India : he pn.tted, petted, tt·icked, 

fnssed, went the whole gamut of wire-pulling ancl 

procrastinn.ting, of bluffing and cozening, of declara­
tion and retraction-and• he leaves a. simmering , 
broiling. casi:;igatell, infuriated India. He bo.s for 
evP-r destrnred the chances of the Britisher on 
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Indian soil. In Egypt, his policy of declaring the 
Protectorate off, and declaring Martial Law on,. 
fast leads to inevitable disaster. Ireland he bar:; 
embroiled in a chaos and confusion, a blood-welter 
and a civil war by a policy which no remedies can 
ever soothe into loyal co-partnership on Ireland's 
part with Britain. The Mussalman world he has 
sought to divide and rule and has been instrumental 
in uni/~ing iu spite of l1imsell: A resurgent Arab .. 
nation refuses to be cajoled or coerced into danger­
ous co-opera.tion : a revived, puissant Turkey shakes 
off its strangulation and gives the call to the world's 

Moslems to rally under one banner. 

In Europe, he has spent millions in opening 
and re-shuttling 'spheres' of influence-he spent 
millions in Russia, starved, blockaded the Bolshe­
viks, fitted out a.nti-Red expeditions-all to no· 
purpose : he had to come back discomfited, he had 
to shake hands with these very bloody Reds at 

Genoa and elsewhere. He has tried to pit German 
cleverness against French greed and Italian expedi­

ency; he has tried to bolster up a mis-arranged, 
misled Greek conflict against the Nationalist Turk's 

legitimate aspirations ; he has tried hard to deceive­
America into European and extra-European en-
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-i:aoglemeots; he has tried to cajole J apao into 
unsavoury promises of immoral assistance-all to 

no purpose or rather to contrary purpose. 

British Prestige was never so high as during 

the first two years of the Georgian administration­

-from '16 to '18; it never fell so inetrievably low 

as between ·rn and '22. 

\Vorld forces, t,he moral order have been too 

powerful for poor Mr. George. He has been the 

woi-thiest exponent of an Imperialistic, shop-keeping 

prudery lined with meretricious cunning and l!lellli­

transparent ugliness; Providence gave him allies 

fit for the pilotage of his God-appointed mission viz., 

the speedy dismemberment of the British Empire. 

'l'his purpose accomplished, far-seeing Destiny lays 

him low. Verily has this Emissary of Fate ridden 
the EmpirGJ to a fall ! 

The Conservatives mn.y or may not come into 
effective, prolonged power; the Liberals mn.y find 

the old recipes of Liberalism rather obsolete now­

:1-days; Labour may be a House divided against 

itself for the present. l\:Ir. Bonar Law may or may 
not form an efficient Ministry-one thing is certain: 
!lw /Jr.:tish cha,rm'frl' will have lo re11.w:l'l itself in the 
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interests of the reputation of Great Britain and: 
that early-or there will he no chance for the 
isolated islandera to influence .world-politics . 

. Exit: Lloyd George and cl~verness. Enter: 

Gandhi and Character. 

The See-saw of 'Home' Politics. 
\Ve are informed by l:c1tte1· that different. 

parties at ' home' are busy electioneering already. 

Several parties appear in prominence:-'£he Conser­
vatives led by Mr. Bonar Law, the Independent 

Liberals under Mr. Asquith, the 'die-hards' under 

l\fr. Chamberlain, Labour under accredited bosses, 
and. the Lloyd George party which is pledged to 

no definite policy or programme yet, but sails, 
colours flying and trumpets blowing, to the no­

man's land of will o'-the-wisp and the mirage! 

Meanwhile Lloyd George plays political 

mountebank to perfection. '.l,'he Leeds speech is 

..simply aµiazing-so beautifully brazen it is ! He 

sings his. praises-he ,l'(;l~ts. placidly 011 his laurels­

be :labels and ,tickets his glorious performances e.g. 
the. s_ecuring of a charter of liberty for millions by 
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the rrren.ty of Versailles(·?), the establishment of 
the League 6f Nations, of 'the Peace Paet, better 
conditions for Lo.hour, the consolidation of Irish 
Peace, grant of greater liberty to India(!) obtafning 
uf the freedom of the Straits etc. etc. ! 

He hurls his thunder at a certain West End 
Club and speaks witheringly of 'Belgro.via' ! He 
threatens the Electorate that if the 'Die-hards' carr_,. 
out their programme, they would simply provoke 
Bolshevik forces. He pm.ts of his 'democratic and 

prngressive' sympathies. He vaunts that he bad 

established the British currency and recaptured for 

Great Britain the money-market of the ·world. He 
talks of Nation before Party-and his friends manu­
facture for him brass bands, cheering huzzas, street 
and wayside crowds ! 

He is clever enough not to,present anJ definite, 
cut-and-dried programme: he who saw the war 

through must be trusted to see the Peace through 
also-that is his i;pecious argument. He does not 

attack or decry any part_r-~all his venom is directed 
against the split at ·carlton Club which cost him so 
dear! Slo\v, sil~nt forces have been, however. long 
at wdi-k to nncformine LloJd G'eorge's dictatorship. 
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:His Weis!?- compatriots have thrown him :overboard 
and supported the Carlton Club resolution----:even 
ex-Liberals like Mr. McKenna are going over to the 
Conservatives-Lord Derby puts in a plea for 
Conservative reunion, a. plea echoed by two ex.­

members of the late Government and powerful 
business interests are rallying to l\'Ir. Bonar Law's 

·support. 

'I'he ex-Premier has larger party funds: his 

platform, personality and unbeaten tenacity as well 
as political sagacity are wonderful assets-but he 

lacks in able lieutenants and cannot put forward a 
supply of suitable candidates. 'I'hen there is the 

menace of Labour, increased tenfold by the financi:1,l 

uncertainty, the acute distrees brought on by un­
employment and repeated <;:ollisions batween Labour 

and Capital, the crasl:l stupidity of handling of 
Indian, Egyptian, Irish and Moslem problems_:_ 

and heartened up by the growing power and prestige 

of Workers in Russia, Italy, Greece, Germany, 

America. 

The Chamberlainites and the Asquithians seem 
'to have a meagre chance of polling. Labour owing 
to inherent structural defects may not succeed_ 
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1.'he real tussle will be so far as we can visualise the 
tangled puzzle, between honest Conserv;tives with 
a _policy of Governmental Economy, reduced taxa­

tion, greater Labour employment and greater "firm­

ness" in dealing with "foreign" affairs through a 
policy of approximation with France and Italy, and 
a. policy of intelligent give-and-ta.ke with 'l'urkey, 
Germany and Russia-and a coterie of clever 
opportunists and progress-cum-elem ocracy-faddists 
bossed by tlrnt prince among political mountebanks 

and adventurers-Mr. Lloyd George. 

"\Ve belie'{e the Conservatives will win and 

have a Ministry-narrow, insular, unprogressive, 

but tolera.bly honest. Honesty may yet be the 

best policy-even in British Politics! 

Home problems. 

In the tussle and tangle of party-conilict and the 

blinding smoke of party-cry fires, we may lose sight 

altogether of British problems, which never were so­
hopelessly complicated as they are today. Whatever 

party comes into power, the legacy of past sins of. 
omission and corumission will remain, old commit-
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ments wil, be difficult to shoulder off, new angles 
of -vision difficult to project. 

Peel, Winterton (if he remains in office), 
Curzon & Co., may find the Indian Knot too much 
of the Gordian type to untie-unless by drastic 
aurgery, this way or that; and 'we ma.y be sure 
that between the clamour of unemployed and 

starved Labour at Home the halting and feeble 
policy of the Ind_ian Reformerl or Deformed 
Government, the false cries raised by interested 

aliens, official and non-official, the false lead given 
by "Moderate Liberals" and "Independents" and 

the jog-trot of ,in-l111l111111s in India-and lastly the 

lwperiitlistic greed, the rice-and-wheat consuming 
the oil-and-cotton and coal-exploiting mania-and 
the appalling poverty and ignorance and squalid 
misery of the Indian masses-this new Government 
will drift as hopelessly and helplessly as any of its pre­

decessors. 'rbe result will be increasing dissociation 

.and disintegration in India. The "Rgyptian anrl 
Arabian problem with the key of the Suez in qnes­
iion, Mespot with its oil and opening 'to the Persian 

Gulf, 'furke_r with Constantinople and the Darden­
elles-the key to the Bast, Irehtnd wi_th its aggres­

sive anti-British fnry,'--will be tough problems anrl 
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will continue to resist amateurish rule-of-thumb 
treatment. 

The :Franco-German question is· a troublous 
thcirn by England's side and presents a hopeless 

issue: no amount of tack and turn, ahead and astern 

full stop and half can competently extri_cate 

England from this maze of coutradictoL"_r issues and 

settlements. 

'l'urkey, Russia, Germany-the new combi­
nation: Britain, France, Italy the crippled Entente­

bnffer-states remaking the map of Europe i)ll a 
plan of convenient huckstering and crnss purposes 
since '18 now gm.dually breaking down-lost credit, 

moral enfeeblement, famine anc1 unemplo_vment­
the rise of new Asiatic Nation-states-the new 
consciousness of Power that has been coming over 
World-Labour-all these project a new march and 
a new clash of races and cultures. 

'l'hen thore is the question of the British 
Empire and old- ·world Irnperial:sm fast crumbling 

down: the days of a rnbid Industrial Imperialism 

exploiting weaker people, and races, of the Em­
pires' trade necessarily following the Flag are 

·sh"nr1· " new idea of a common,rnalth of van1 1 0 . ,. 
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Nations knit by common interest and mutual 
service is being insistentl.v voiced forth. Will 
British Statesmanship rise to the orbit of this 
saving Idea, as old as Burke? Very soon England 
must make up her differences with India over the 

treatment of Indian citizens in the Dominions: the 
Dominions are practically independent: India yet is 
not free of old shackles-England will have to 
choose early between au England-cum-Dominion 
partnership and an England-cum-India alliance 
and on her ability to choose well lies the future 
chan.ce of her self-preservation in the coming race. 

How will England employ her unemployed 
and where"? The fetish of white superiority is 
vanished: the chance of slave-driving anywhere is 
no more. Henceforth British coolie and Indian or 

· Egyptian or Arabian Labourer must work on in­
creasingly assimilated n.nd approximated wages: the 

shibboleth of higher pay for men with a higher 

Rtandard of living will have perforce to go. 'l'his 

means a simpler, harder life for the average 
Britisher--will he rise equal to the occasion and 
make the best of his limited opportunity'? 

Reply to such questions lies on the knees of 
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the Gods-no Lloyd George, no Bonar Law, no 
Curzon, no Asquith ca.a solve them. It is just 
along these tracks of the future that intelligent 
prevision will like to forecast and study and examirn~ 

Bt·itish 'home' problems and their cha.nces of 

solution. 

Gandhi or Lloyd George? 

Lloyd George, the Dictator of the Empire and 
Gandhi the convict! '\Vh,it an arresting, blasphem­
ous, scandalising pa.rallel ! Mr. George is orating 

and perorating at Manchester; Mahatm:i Gandhi 
is communing with God and his conscience at 
Yerravada jail! One man bluffs and blusters, switches 

back and lumps forward, massacres human reputa­

tions by the score and bullies millions into massacre 
and cajoles thousands out of it-makes and unmakes 
paper treaties, makes and unmakes alliances, creates 

and miscreates situations- today hugs the Greek, 
tomorrow throws himself on the neck of the Turk 

-dallies with the Ued Bolshevi and flirts with the 
lurid Hun-plays fiddler, junker, and buffoon under 
the shadow of one revolving moon-prates of non­

party patriotism, talks big of humanity's interast-

173 



THE PHILOSOPHY OF GA~DHISM 

gives a malice-thrust to this opponent and kills that 
hungler with pitying kindness-t!tis i.~ Uo_1;d Geoi:qe. 

Another man in another clime, small, dwarfish in 
stature, with no physical advantages, with hardly 
any claims to oration 01· ,peroration-totally in-
nocent of the game of parry-and-thrust-humble 

in mien, modei.t in demeanour, and withal strong 
and puissant like the ~~ock-Eagle, sweet and sane 
and serious like an old ·hermit of old, gives unto an 
enslaved, blinded people the call of strength, of 
hope, of prestige, of self-realisation-atmanu/,lmt-i ! 

• And lo! the miracle !- A sleeping Nation wakes, 

revives, throws up hands and feet-and begins to 
march-to the freshening, heartening bugle of a. 
faith sweetened by Love and fortified by Hope. It 
sel3ks to scale the heights, t0 soar the dizzy skies­
it dares, it aspires~ it suffers--it sings-it writes­
it achieves-because it has l,elif'l:er/. Yea, because 

it has believed-believed in a gospel, an F,vangel, a. 

Hew Religion, a new sociu-politics, a new Morality 

and a new Economics, an altogether novel philo­
Hophy of life;. believed not in · mere abstract princi­
ples but bel_ieved in a Personality realising actively 

and in the broad light of open day all these swec·t, 
:,,wing principles of collective heing ! 'l'be Nation 
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has drunk deep of this E lixir-this smijicani-s1ulfta, 

this life-conserving and life-giving ambrosia! 

And the Nation today is in mourning-mourn­

ing because the Helm, the Guide, the Prop has 
been ta.ken a.way. Lloyd George and his satellites 

have taken Mahatma Gandhi into prison. But 

who is the Jaile1· and who the Jailee! Let Posterity 

,mswer; whose lead does a blood-stained, diplo­
macy-hunted, lie-perverted World want?-George's 
or Gandhi's? vVho is to win•?-The muscular, fire­
vomiting, fire-eating lip-Christian or the thin, 
sweet, soul-Christian'? ·what is it to be-Gentle 

Peace or Violent War? Humanity awaits the answer. 
•r11e answer will out-God alone knows how or 
where or when ! 
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