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ON KHADDAR 

THE beginnings of conquest of any 
country are generally lost in obscurity 

but not so those of the economic conquest of 
Ind ia. Amongst the economic products for 

which India was famous in ancient times, the 

most notable was undoubtedly cloth. \ IVhen 

India lays claim to an ancient civilization, the 

claim is r~ally for the recognition of the · 

antiquity of her arts and crafts. If we re

member that modern industrial progres£ is 

after all only a century and half old.' we can 
imagi ne ho'v all ancient achievements from 
the wrought iron pill ar of Delhi to the muslins 

of Dacca were wholly the handiwork of Indian 

craftsmen and artists. It may be news to 

many in the 20th century to be told that 

cotton was not known to E~gl and prior to the 

year 1298 when too it was known only as an 

article used for making candle wicks . Even 

in the domain of wollen manufacture, it was 

r'' (~ 
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in the year 1331 that King Edward III 
brought seventy families of Walloons who 

were weavers and settled them in England 

under Royal protection. In 1641 a book was 

published by one Mr. Roberts, .named the 

"Treasure of traffic." It was the first publica

·tion which gave an account of the Man.chester 
cotton industry at the time. Very soon England 
had to take measures in order to conserve its 
own textile trade and prevent the ingress of 

Indian cotton goods and silks. In 1666, 

therefore, an Act was passed by Patliament 

:ordaining that all persons of whatever rank 

should be buried in wollens. The object of 

this was to increase the British woollen trade. 

1t was in 1660 that muslins were imported to 
England a·nd in 1700 the wearing of cotton 
goods was prohibited in that country. An 

Act of Parliament imposing a fine of £ 5 on 

the wearer and £ 20 on the vendor of cotton 

goods was passed in 1721 while in 1730 

another Act of Parliament was passed allowing 

the goods with linen warp and cotton weft to be 

printed only on paying an excise duty of 6d 

per square yard. 
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Let us see what the conditions were that led 

to the genesis of these drastic measures in 

Parliament. It will be remembered that the 

East India Company was formed in 1600 and 

that it set foot in India at (Masulipatam) in 

1612. It then went to Surat in 1613, to 
Madras in 1629 and Hugli in 1630. The 
factories that it established at these 

various places were not manufacturing centres 

·but were merely depots where they were 

gathering together all the cotton (Khaddar} 

goods of India and stocking them for export 

to England ; and there they were also stocking 

the spices, the knives and scissors and the 

broad cloth that they were importing into this 
country for purposes of trade. It is on 
recoJrd that by 1669 the merchants of the 

East India Company named Messrs. Sti·yen

sham Master, Richard Hatton and Henry 

Mohan, on the one part and the merchants of 

Masulipatam on the other, entered into 

contracts for the supply of Khaddar and these 

are to be found in Appendix V of the Kistna 

District Manual. They related to the supply 
of Kalamkaries, Sutheranjies, Paliampores, 
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Sasergantis, Diapars, Diamptis, Roomalls,_ 

Allejahs, Kalavapovvulu, Percollas, Lungis, 

Sellas and lj<lris. Fabulous profits were mad~ . 

by the merchants or the East India Company_ 

which aggregated sometimes to 600 per cent. 

over the Khadd~r cloth that was exported 

from India to England. Great was the 
sensation that prevailed in England that it 
should have been the misfortune of the people 
there to dress themselves in silks and cottons 

manufactureci in India. The woes oi the 

capitalists and merchants of England are thus 

graphically described by Macaulay. (We_ 

take some of these historical details from the 

Prize Essay on Hand Spinning and Hand 

·weaving by Varadachari and Puntambekar). 

"Those, it is said, were happy days
for the inhabitants both or our pasture 
lands and of our manufacturing towns 
when every gown, every waist coat, 
every bed was made of material which 
our own flocks had furnished to our 
own looms. Where were now the 
brave old hangings of Arras which had 
adorned the walls of the lordly mansions 
in the time of Elizabeth ? And was it 
Iiot a shame to see a gentleman whose 
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:ancestors had known nothing but stuffs 
made by English hands out of English 
tleece flaunting in the calico suit and a 
pair oi silk stockings from Morshida
·bad I" Clamours like this were also 
raised in an anonymous pamphlet 
called " The Naked Truth " published 
in 1696 which co::r:plained that tl'\e 
advantage of the Company lay in the'ir 
muslin and other fabrics. It spoke of the 
muslin, half in anger and .half in contempt. 
·"Fashion is truly termed a witch, the 
dearer and scarcer any commodity, 
·the more the mode ; 30 shillings a 
·yard for muslin and only the shadow 
of a commodity when procured" ? Only 
a few years before the appearance of 
·this pamphlet, Parliament had passed an 
Act making it obligatory that the dead 

·should be draped only in woollens "and 
·there were ·not sanguine clothiers wanting 
who hoped that the same obligation 
should be extended even to the living." 
It fell to the lot of Daniel Defoe to voke 
the wrath of local commerce :md he 
wrote in picturesque language that "the 

·general fancy of people runs upon East 
India goods to that degree that the chintz 
and painted calicoe5= which belore were 
·made use of for carpets, quilts, etc., and 
·to clothe children and ordinary people 
·became now the dresses of our ladies; 
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and much is the power of a mode as we 
saw our persons of quality dressed in 
Indian carpets which but a few years 
before their chamber-maids would hav'e 
thought too ordinary for them; the chintz 
was advanced from lying upon their 
floors to their backs, from the foot-cloth 
to the pettycoat : and even the queen · 
herself at this time was pleased to appear 
in China and Japan, I mean China silk 
and calico. 'Nor was this all, but it cr~!pt 
into our closets, bed-chambers, curtains, 
cushions, chairs and at last beds them
selves were nothing but calicoes or India 
stuffs ; and, in short, almost everythin'g 
that used to be made of wool or silk 
relating either to the dress of the women 
or the furniture of our houses was fur
nished by the India trade." 

Queen Mary was taunted that she should 
have set t\;Je fashion by wearing the Calicoes 

and printed cloths from India on her back 

and loins which had till then only been con

sidered fit to be spread on the floor. In 1688 · 

there was a great agitation in Y vrkshire, Wilt

shire, Norwich and Spitfi.eld counties amongst 

the woollen manufacturers against the inroads 

of Indian cotton fabrics. That was no wonder 
for by 1667, 160,000 lbs. of cotton fabrics· 
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were being imported into England. A Parlia

mentary statement was made in 1681 that 

three lakhs of pounds were being spent on the 

rugs, printed cloth, bed-sheets and door-cur

tains that were being ifl!ported from India. 

By that time the dividends on the shares of 
the East India Company rose so much so 
that a bonus equal to the share amount was. 
granted to the shareholders. This led to the 

decay of the woollen manufacturers and the 

craftsmen engaged in that art. Parliament 

was moved to pass measures prohibiting the 

import and the wearing of silk cloths from 

India and heavy countervailing duties were 

levied upon the imports from India which· 
ranged from 10 per cent. to 3,000 per cenl. 
Guzerat, the Coramandal Coast and Bengal 

were the three countries that were largely 

exporting these cotton goods. A piece of 

muslin 20 yards long one yard broad took 

10 to 60 days to weave. Each muslin was. 

costing 100 to 400 rupees and they received 

fanciful and poetic names such as Vayuvastra, 

Upravana, Shabna from their resemblance to
the web of a spider, Muslingraj, Aprawana 
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flowing water. A Hindu weaver was deport
ed by Nawab Aliwardikhan for having care

lessly allowed a muslin to be grazed by a 

cow under the hallucination that it was grass. 

Aurangazib himsel.f is said to have scolded 

his daughters for having come to the court 

almost naked whereupon they demonstrated 
that they had seven layers of muslins and 
soothed his anger. Testimony is borne to 

the excellence of these manufactures by cele
brated travellers like Tavernier and Bernier 

and trade was extensive for the Indian fabrics 

with Arabia, Persia, Egypt, Pegu, Malaka, 

Sumatra and the Mediterranean shores. It is 

hardly necessary lo recite the story of the 
Dacca muslins and how muslins to the extent 
of a crore of rupees were exported from Dacca 
of which more than a third were going lo 

England. 

It was at this critical stage that England 

made rapid strides of progress in the domain 

of industrial development. John Kay of Bury 

invented the fly-shuttle in 1753 and the 
Mechanical Carder was invented by Lewis 
Paul in 1733. A prize was offered in 1761 
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'by the Society of Arts for the best invention 

in spinning textile fibres by .machinery. It 

'was in 1764 that James Hargrieves invented 

the spinning Janny and in 1767. Arkwright in

vented his Roller Spinning Frame. The same 

Arkwright patented a comprehensive piece of 
machinery for the improvement in cotton 
manufacture in 1775. Om: year earlier, Schele 

·had dicovered Chlorine. In 1778 a muslin 

was woven in Great Britain and the next year 

Samuel Crompton gave his Spinning Mule to 

the world. The climax was reached in 1782 
when James Watt patented his Steam-Engine 

and in 1785 by the invention of the Power

Loom by Edmund Arkwright. The cotton 
trade in England became so far developed 
by 1791 that she imported American 

cotton to the extent of 1,89, 361 lbs. 

that year. In 1798 Jacquard made practical 

·the loom appliance now known as the 

Jacquard machine and organised manu

f<~cture was so far developed and the first 

evils of industrialism were so much in evi

dence by 1812 that the disturbances in Nottin
gham District were continued till five years 
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resulting in the transportation and hanging of 

numerous workmen. India's fate was sealed 

in 1814 when Horrocks applied the Power

Loom to cotton weaving and. from that day 

forward it is a story of new discoveries and in

ventions, new improvements and patents all. 

of which led to the destruction uf the Indian 
textile trade and manufacture. The course· 
of the stream was really reversed and a study 
of the development in England reveals the· 

rapid marches made by the beginning of Jute 

manufactures in Dundee in 1832, the introduc

tion of ramie first to the British manufactures 

in 1835, the patent taken out by John Mercer 

for the proce!<s known as mercerizing in 1850· 

and Samuel Culiff Lister's patent for his com
bing machin~::ry in 1851. The story of the 
later developments is as much of the destruc

tion of the cotton trade in India as of its 

development in England. 

While thus England was developing from· 

step to step,-indeed by rapid strides in the 

sphere of industrial organisation and textile 

manufacture- India which was 200 years ago 

largely a manufacturing country presents in. 
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its history. exactly a contrary course of events. 

Whatever reverses the Indian crafts might 

have suffered in the waves of conquest which 

commenced from the 11th century onward 

there was a great revival of the handicrafts

during the time of Akbar, when the muslins 

and satins were as much the object of 
admiration by travellers like Bernier and 
Tavernier as embroideries, streaked sill{s, 

tufts 0f gold turbans, silver and gold cloth, 

brocades, network of gold and carpets 

of silk and gold. Babu Satiscl1andra Das 

Gupta gives interesting details of the decay 

of the craft in Bengal in his Khadi Ma11ual. 

Murshidabad was described by H. J. S. 
Cotton as being as e.xtensive, populous 
and rich a city as the city of London ; 

only there were individuals in the first posses~

ing infinitely greater property than in the last 

city." In the words of the historian Murray, 

India's fabrics, the most beautiful that human 

art has anywhere produced were sought by the 

merchants at the expense oi the greatest toils 

and dangers. \Vhen the East India Company 

ohtained its charter from Queen Elizabeth· 
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on the 31st December 1600, it was to trade 

with the East-Indies, not to exchange as far as 

possible the manufactured goods of England 

for the products of India, (Report, Para 2) for 

England had few manufactures then. The 

English merchants who came to trade in India 

were not satisfied with the steps that they had 
taken in England through their Government to 
kill the Indian trade. They themselves began 
to oppress the Indian merchants, the moment 

they attained political power in this country, 

especially since the battle of Plassey. They 

freely intrigued in the internal politics of 

Indi:t befriending one party and not seldom 

causing the betrayal of the rulers by their own 

men. After Plassey the British traders began 
to exercise extreme cruelty in securing fabrics 
for their trade and when Mir Kasim protested, 

we are told, he was dethroned and the British 

traders assumed the role of rulers as the Suba

dar of Bengal in 1765. The oppression was 

so great that in 1842, one Mr. Francis Carnar.k 

Brown appearing as a witness before the select

committee produced an Indian Charka before 

it and explained how there was an oppressive 
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Moturfa tax which was levied on every Charka 

in every house and on every implement used ' 

by the artisans. The East India Company deli

berately entered into contracts with the Indian 

princes that they would give them a mono

poly of the fabrics produced within their domi
nions and when the artisans Ia iled to do so, they 
were subject to great persecution and harass
ment. A hundred years ago ~he port of Cal

cutta alonf used to export two crores worth of 

cotton goods which has been equated at the 

present value of 10 cr~res. All that has dis

appeared, and when people explain that the 

weavers of Dacca cut their own thumbs, it. 

must be remembered that if they were driven 
to that act of self-mutilation, the oppression 
must have been far greater than it' the 

Company itself cut their thumbs by force. 

Any one that reads the six volumes published 

by Mr. Martin and Dr. Hamilton in the 

beginning of the 19th century dealing with 

the survey of the condition .of the people 

and the industries of India would easily see 

the dismal ruin brought in by the East India 
Company by the deliberate destruction of trade 
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of this ancient and civilized land. The story is 

'told of how 700 families of weavers in the 

Districts round Jangalbari at once abandon

ed their country and their profession on. 

account of the oppression of the Company. 

The atrocities committed by the officials of 

the East India Company and the Indian rulers 
at the time, subjugated by them especially in 
the latter half of. the 18th century, are heart
rending and indescribable. The weavers were 

compelled to part with their goods at impos

sibly low prices to the Company's Gumastas 

who were empowered to collect them at the 

point of the bayonet. They were put in 

stocks and whipped for not executing 

contracts into which they had been forced to 
enter against their wishes and against all 

human commercial possibilities. The oppres

sion was particularly great in the South of 

India, in Bengal and in the dominions of the 

Nawab ol Surat. In fact, these were the best 

manufacturing areas of India. Indian 

merchants were prohibited from buying cloth 

from the weavers and they were required to 

·hold a license for the purpose. The wl 'Vers 
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who found that the craft was not paying and 
wanted to abandon it were prohibited from 

-doing so and were required to take passports if 

they wanted to leave their ancient abode. 

Heavy octroi duties were caused to be levied 

from place to place if the goods were in 
transit inland without being given to the East 
India Company. It was a common custom 
of the day that when the Governor was touring 
the Indian rulers sent out jirma11s that all 

cloth available should be given to the 

Governor and his Gumastas. At one time 

there was an atrocious proposal to divide the 

weavers between the English and the Dutch. 

This was turned down by the Court of 
Directors. There was the amplest evidence 
from the minutes left by Munro and other 
acministrators of the time that the weavers 

were treated as the slaves of the Company's 

Officers and that the tradt> was completely 

monopolised and brought under so that by 

1813 it almost perished and by 1829 India 

witnessed the sad spectacle of .70 lakhs worth 

of cloth being imported from England. We 
thus see that the graph of textile manulac-
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ture was rising in England by the inventions· 

and discoveries of the 18th century and by

the flow of the wealth of India into England in 

the 19th, the Indian craft of textile manufac

ture absolutely perished and when in 1851 

the first Indian cotton mill was projected by 

C. N. Daver, and was constructed by 1853, 
Lord Dalhousie discovered the supreme 
necessity of monopolising not merely textile 
trade but also cotton areas in India and took 

steps against the Nizam in 1853 to wrest the 

Berars from his possession. The story of this 

spoliation is to be found in books* dealing 

with the conquest of India. The wresting 

of Berars led only to the wrenching of Nagpur 

from the Bhonslas in 1854 immediately after 
the death of the ruling Bhansla by declaring 
the doctrine of escheat following the failure of 

right to adopt.· Anyone that travels by the 

Grand Trunk Express notices that from 

the commencement of the Nizam's territory 

about 15 miles from Bezwada right 

up to !tarsi the whole tableland of Deccan 

"' Thoughts on the Polley of the Crown In India-by· 
James Ludlow 1858. 
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is one vast stretch of cotton producing 

area and it was this area that was, 

through the machinations of Lord Dal

housie, seized irrespective of the equi

ties or moralities of such a procedure and 

absorbed into British Territory prior to the· 

rising of 18'57. 
The English administrator in India makes 

no secret of the destruction of this ancient 

craft in this country. Indeed in a recent lec

ture Qan. 1930) Sir Basil Blackett, India's 

FinancP. Minister, makes a frank admission of 

this fact when he says 

"The effect of the West on India and in 
particular the reaction upon India of the 
industrial revolution in Grea Brit'lin and· 
the consequent influx of machine made 
goods, while providing the masses of 
India with better articles at cheaper 
prices, had during the nineteenth century 
seriously impaired the village economy· 
of India, and had reduced the output and 
the value to India of many of the indi
genous manufactures, previously export
ed, for which India was famous, for ex
ample, her muslins. The Indian Govern
ment of the day was dominated by the 
ideas of the Manchester school and restric-

2 
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ted its intervention in economic !'pheres 
and its taxation to the minimum needful 
to maintain law and order. 

What is this influx of machine-made goods 

and what are these better articles at cheaper 

prices which are being dumped upon India ~ 

From morning to evening the modern English
educated young man and even the rur<~l 

population, notably young men and women 
use articles of foreign manufacture in a degree 

which it is hard to imagine. Euthymol 

·tooth paste, Japan bru!>hes, Vulcanite tongue

cleaners for morning ablutions, Kropp 

Razors, Strops and Pastes, or self-shaving 

apparatus of the Valet, Gillet or Jump Junior 

Brand with blades and machine sharpeners 
and concave mirrors, Cuticura or Vinolia 
Soaps, Rubber scrubbing gloves for a bath, 
Atkinson's vegetable Hair Oil, Hair brushes, 

Cosmetics, Himalayan Bouquet, Erasmic from 

London, Ascot Snow Face Cream, French 

Pompeia or Vinolia Cream from London, 

Erasmic old Lavender soap for toilet. Rolled 

gold pins, gold c·overed points for shirts, 

Derby ties and high Collars, Crevianette, 
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"Marine and Glasgow for dress, Forks and 

Knives, Tea-sets, Cruet stands, Marble trays, 

£avis Table Water Biscuits, Norwegian 

Sardines, Morton Herrings in Tomatto sauce, 

Lunch tongues sliced pine-apple, Cherries 

and Current Jelley, Desert Prunes, Australian 
butter,-all for breakfast and· lunch and 
dinner, then, Gandhi Lavender water (Wold's) 
-(Kareschatt-Germany) Heiko Scents of 64 
varieties, Swiss watches, Cherry wall{ing 

sticks, silk umbrellas, Cars of a hundred 

makes to go out in, overcoats, Dawson's Boots 

and Christy's hats, Tennis Bats and Hockey 

Sticl{S for evening sport, Deitz lamps, Gold 

medal cots, Mosquito curtains, Trunks, Port
manteaus, Brief Bags, Hold-ails for travel, 
Table fans, Butter machines, Orange juice 
~queezers, Swedish Optimus Stoves, Lux for 
cleaning silk, ironing machines, Jumpertly 

open knives, Rapid wove Court Note Pap~rs, 

Cooptu's Penholders, Zqual Book form Patent, 

Vertilok, folders, Top-matc~1 Envelopes, 

Manilla Cigars and Virginia Cigarettes,-these 

greet your eyes, captivate your imagination 
and deplete your purse. Besides you . have 
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Brasso metal Polish, Cobra and Blanco, Coffee,_ 

blazing Brussels Carpets, Czecho-siovakia'n 

Chairs, Carved tables and Electric Torch light!> 

and fans, Heaters, Teapots, Handlamps, paper 

clips, Pins, Taga and what not of furr.iture in 

the markets-but not a vis<> of cotton. When 

all the goods of England and America and the 
whole of Europe and Japan are available in 
every village market in India, is it not really 

comic-rather it is tragic that you cannot get 

cotton in the Indian Bazaars,-much less 

hand-spun yarn. 

It is to counteract this tremendous drain 

from India that Gandhi has made a beginning 

in de\•ising the resuscitation of handspun and 

handwoven cloth. The proposal was not 
taken seriously when it was loreshadowed al 

the Special Congress in Calcutta in Septemb~r 

1920, but at Nagpur in December of that year, 

it :was forced upon the Congress although other 

varieties of Swadeshi cloth including Mill

spun Hand-woven, Mill·spun Mill-\voven, 

mill woven with foreign yarn, were all 

included under the heading of Swadeshi. By 

a huge moral up-heaval the country has 
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now . been got to recognise that Khaddar 

means Hand-spun Hand-woven cloth, that 

it is the hall-mark of every patriot and that a 

Congressman dressed in other than Khaddar 

habiliments is a target of attack not only 

by his fellow-Congressmen but by politicians 
of other schools of thought who have 
l.earnt to look upon him as a betrayer of the 
·Congress cause. This development of public 

opinion has not indeed come in a day ; 

·slowly and steadily had the Congress atmos.

phere been permeated with this cult of 

khaddar and in the space of four years, i.e .. by 
the 1st of January 1925, we had made the 

wearing of khaddar compulsory, obligatory 
spinning a condition of membership to the 
.Congress executive and finally a quota of 
self-spun yarn, the one subscription for being 
or becoming a Congressman. It has been 

borne in upon the people that the Charka is 

the only alt"ernative to the sword, that sword of 

wrath and wreckage which the. Congress and 

the country have once for all abjured. The 

cult of khaddar has elevated manual labour 
·{)nee again to that dignity which has been 
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associated with it in the West and was, even in· 

the East from time immemorial. Labour in 

the West includes all sundry occupations 

from the pennya-liner's to that of the Parlia> 

mentary member. With us it is not so. We 

have taken it one step further. It means to

us a contribution of human effort which helps 
in the augmentation of food aud raiment unto
man. The import of cloth into India haS 
drained away India's food, India's wealth and 

India's self-respect. It has brought un

employment into India. The Congress ses

sion at Belgaum marked an era in the progress 

of the cult of khaddar. The men and women 

of India that were assembled at that Congress 

swore before God and man that they would 
malre the new franchise a success and e\•er 
since have come into existence a series of 

workers and institutions wedded to the cause· 

of khaddar. The simple philosophy of buying 

cotton for money, slivers for cotto-n, yarn for 

slivers, cloth for yarn and money for cloth, 

the yet simpler processes of growing the 

cctton in the backyard, spinning it in the 

parlour and weaving it in the frontage and 
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wearing it on the person,-these have been· 

brought home to every member of the Con

gress and thousands of sympathisers with the 

cause from outside. In the old constitution· 

of society the village people were not buying 

their cloth straightway from the markets in 

towns. When a marriage occurred, they 
simply exchanged the warps or pooled aU 
those available in the village and avoided the 

modern process of paying for things in money. 

If the warps in the various homes were not 

ready, marriages were stopped for the year 

and were celebrated only when the village 

warps could be got together. So it was with 

ghee. They knew the art of preserving ghee 
for months together and seldom did they go to· 
markets to buy the ghee adulterated with veget-

. able oils like vanaspathi ghee which the very 

Government cannot stop. This ancient 

practice m:\y not be capable of revival in all its 

pristine glory and each village may not be 

made sPif-sufficient in the matt~r of food and 

raiment but the two examples cited here are 

proofs of the principle of self-sufficiency that 

ruled village life in ancient times; let us re-
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member too how in olden times the bride was 

not qualified for marriage until she was 'ible 

to spin and weave,-a tradition that survives 

-till to-day in Assam (Praggyotishpura.) In seek

ing therefore to revive the cloth industry of 

II}dia, we are only trying to establish a proved 

principle and not hazarding an experiment. 
It is hardly necessary to speak of the amount 
of leisure that people have in villages which 

unfortunately they are beguiling in cards

play, vain gossip or pernicious gambling at 

home or in law courts. All this must be put 

an end to. Administrators like Sir M. 

Visweswarayya have been hard put to it to 

discover some collateral occupation for the 

agriculturists and the women, without bt>ing 
drawn away from the privacy as well as the 
sanctity of their homes. The genius of man 

has not been able to discover <~ny such occu

pation until the resourcefulness of G::~ndhi hit 

upon the restoration of thio;; harrY craft of 

Khaddar manufactur~. Hand-spinning is a 

simple process which requires no mort> capital 

than a quarter of a rupee worth of slivt>rs or 

·Cotton for the instruments are alre<~rly there 
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and on the lowest computation there must be 

in India about 50 million Charkas. Even 

the blind, the maimed, the disabled and the 

crippled can spin. It has been said that 

spinning is not a paying occupation. It is not. 

It has never been claimed to be such. At 
best it cannot fetch more than one anna eight 
pies a day but what is the average income of 

the Indian ? It is one anna nine pies per day 

and that including the mi!lions of the million

aire, the crores of the Koteswara and the lakhs 

of the Lakshadikari. They yield the average of 

one anna nine pies for these millions, and there 

must be millions of population indeed who are 

earning nothing. Is it wrong then for these 
millions who are earning nothing to be pro
vided with an occupation which yields them 
as much as the average income of a man in 

India without dislodging them (rom their homes 

and families? What India must take notice of 

is her immense man-power. It is the total 
out-put uf yarn produced, or capa.ble of being 

produced by the unnumbered numbers of her 

population that can make India hold her 

own against any other country, against all 
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machinery and against the onslaughts of the

new-fangled industrialism of the West. 

It is not cotton alone that was spun in olden 

days and provided an occupation to the people

of the villages. Gunny in Bengal was one 

other substance and the spinning and weaving 

of silk is equally well-known. Professor Ray 
points out that the hand-woven jute was a 
great subsidiary industry of Bengal and in-

1850-51, Gunny Bags and cloth exported 

from Calcutta were valued at Rs. 2,159,782. 

In Patna City in Bihar District alone there 

were 3,30,426 spinners and the average 

estimate of the thread spun by each spinner 

in a year was Rs. 7-2-8 and the total 
value in the District was Rs. 2,367,277. If 
out of this amount a half-to be more 
exact Rs. 1,286,272-was taken away for 

raw material there remained a profit of 

Rs. 1,081,005 for the spinners. Nor was 

there any distinction of caste, for in Behar the 

!lpinners are Hindus and the weavers are 

Mussalmans. They are the complements 

of each other in life. Imagine a village with a 
population of 4000 all told being self-contain-
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ed in regard to its clothing and if the average 

of each individual's requirements is 13: 

yards as has been estimated, the village would 

require in the year 54,000 yards of cloth 

costing roughly Rs. 27,000. If a third of this 

is equated to the price of c~tton which in 
any case is being grown in our country, there· 
is a balance of Rs. 18,000 representing the 
profits of trade, transport charges, spinning 
and weaving wages and so on, left in the 

village, and this by engaging the leisure hours. 

not of all the people in the village, but only 

200 spinners in that village. Would you call 

it a crime ? Would you call it bad economics 

or worse patriotism ? Imagine this village 
being .-icher every year by an addition of 
Rs. 27,000 and it is only when you are able 

to visualise such a condition that you can also 

picture to yourself the extent of ancient wealth 

for which this country was noted and the 

depths of modern poverty from which this 

country is now suffering. Food and raiment 

a~e the two essentials of life and whatever 

luxuries a country may possess that which 

cannot grow its own food and manufactm·e 
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its own raiment cannot lay title to civilization. 

The Empire Marketing Board in a pamphlet 

·that has recently been circulated advertising 

Bengal and Burma rice, has claimed for India 

that she possesses an ancient civilization and 

that the rice plant was known so early as 

349 B.C. But India's capacity for weaving 

her own rabrics has been shown to be even 
older than that and the instruments with which 

she has been ahle to achieve her magnifi~ent 

results are the simple Hand-Loom and the 

still simpler Charka of to-day. Only the Fly 

Shuttle which was invented about the year 

1733 in the West has been incorporated into 

·the Hand-Loom of India in the beginning ol 

-this century and has helped to double or even 
to treble the out-put of the unsophisticated 
loom. The tragedy of a country's incompe-

·tence to supply its own needs by way of 

clothing wao:; witnessed by India during the 

Great War when the prices of all fabrics rose 

prohibitively high so much so that stories of 

suicide for want ol clothing were to be heard 

now and again during those years of tribula

. tion. The Hand-loom industry is indeed an 
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anCient one in India and does not own its 

resuscitation to the Non-co-operation Move

ment as indeed Hand-Spinning do~s. When 

the fly-shuttle was introduced even earlier 

than the Anti-Partition agitation in Bengal 

in 1905 men like E. B. Havell estimated that 
there were 60 lakhs •>f we;,vers in this country 
and South India has the honour of possessing 
nearly a quarter of them. To estimate the 

number of Charkas in the country then even at 

500 lakh's would be no exaggeration. On the 

average a trained spinner is easily able to 

spih 300 yards of uniform yarn per hour with 

good twist and of counts between 10 and 15 

or even 10 and 20. Reckoning five hours as 
the period of such work a person is easily able 
to spin 1,680 yards a day which comes to 
about 4 lbs. per month or 48 lbs. per annum. 
A pound yields 4 square yards of cloth and 

48 lbs. would yield 192 square yards. If that 

is so the 5 million Charkas in the country 

should yield 96 crores of square yards of cloth 

or roughly 100 crores. We know that in 1906, 

the cloth that was imported into India was only 

107 crores of yards. In 1914 the year of the 
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commencement of the Great War it was 320 
crores of yards while in 1922 it fell to 167 

crores of yards of cloth. It is evident then 

-that by mobilising the charkas in the country, 

we can eliminate almost the whole of the 

imported doth from this woe-begone l:md and 

·the capital we require is easily managed. 
What we want is the will to spin,-the will 
to conquer. 

When we plead for the propagation of the 
Charka and Khaddar, intellectual people 

argue why they cannot use miii cloth. This 

kind of perverse argumentation is not new to 

·the country. A pure intellectualism support-

ed by a gospel ol pure individualism has 

made people absolutely logical and perverse 
instead of making them reasonable and 
practical. Likewise, people argue when you 
plead for the acceptance of the Sarda Bill and 

raising the marriage age to 14 why they can

not marry their girls earlier and if necessary 

perform widow marriage. That looks logical. 

It is a fine proposition,-fine only for the 

arguer to get over the present situation 

but by no means fine when he should 



ON KHADDAR 31 

be confronted with that future situation. 

Mill cloth is not ignored even under 

·strictest Congress resolutions. The various 

grades of swadeshi have been enumerated 

and if you ~onsider that there are poor 

people who cannot immediately afford to pur

chase Khaddar, or obtuse people who cannot 
follow its cult, there is no reason why they 
should not be permitted to wear mill cloth, 

.i.e., cloth woven on handlooms or Indian mills 

with yarn spun on Indian mills. Naturally such 

concession must be reserved for the really 

poor and genuine folks amongst us, not for 

those who would fain play the part of capital

ists and advocate the Western industrhlism for 

this country. But let this much be remem
bered, that in buying the mill cloth you enrich 
the 100 rich men of cities while in buying 

Khaddar you feed and sustain the widowed 

and the maimed and the helpless in towns 

and villages. Indeed, it must be owned that 

the use of machinery is not precll!ded from 

the programme of the Indian patriot. If that 

were so, Professor Ray, as he himself has 

said, should be belying himself because he 
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has been the founder of the BPngal Pharma

ceutical vVorks and the patron of several other 

machine industries, nor should Gandhi be 

driving in a Motor Car to-day. The lact is 

there is a clear border-line between industries 

which permit the aid of machinery and those 

which involve the play of arts and crafts, 
Artistic industries are the asset of any nation. 
A nation is «aid to be civilized which has its 
own arts and crafts with their distinctiveness 
and individuality and variatiCln of taste and 

temperament. Go to any part of the world ; 

it is the arts and crafts that invest that part 

with its own genius. To clear distances 

rapidly, you may use the Motor Car, to lift 

water from the canal and irrigate land, you 
may use the pump, to crush stones or polish 
turmeric you may use rollers and engines, to 

save mechanical labour, you may employ the 

steam Road Roller but when you weave 

carpets, when you manufacture cloth, when 

you print fabrics, when you do embroidery, 

you are in a different domain altogether which 

forbids the use of machinery. They constitute 

the craft life of the nation. It is for this that 
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we are pleading in India. Nor is it a practical 
proposition that we should be able to supply 

India with mill made cloth. The same cannot 
be said of Khaddar. A Charka to be put into 

operation requires a capital of 4 as. worth of 

slivers or cotton. A Hand-loom to be put 

into operation requires a capital of Rs. 3/
worth of yarn. As for the trained skill and 
expert knowledg~. they are there languishing, 
ready to be availed of, and having the 

power of being converted into a mine of gold. 

That even to-day, a third of the clothing of 

India is supplied by her own Hand-loom 

industry is admitted on all hands. Indeed it 

was Mr. E. B. Havell that contended in 1905 

that hand-loom industry any day could hold its 
own against the Mill industry in India as well 
as in England. Nor can such a statement be 
exaggerated because 150 years after the inven

tion of the Steam-Engine and Mechanical Aids 

to weaving, India cannot boast of more than 

344 mills all told and the capital sunk in 

them is 81 crores and in each of these may be 

estimated to range from 25 to 40 or even 80-
lakhs. On the average then India has less. 

3 



34 ON KHADDAR 

than one mill to each. of the 350 Districts. 
The output of cloth in each such mill 

is roughly estimated at 4,800 lbs. equi

valent to about 15,000 yards a day; putting 

the average need per head of India at 

13Y2 to 15 yards of clothing, per annum, the 

day's supply is enough for 1,000 people, 
In a year, therelore, one mill can supply 
3,00,000 of people, i. e., 3 mills are 
necessary to clothe a million people and 

to clothe 350 million people we require 

5,100 mills. In effect, reckoning Indian India 

as a half of British India and therefore the 

total number of Districts in India to be 350, 
it comes to this : each District must have not 

less than 3 mills, i. e., one mill is necessary 
for two or three Talukas or Tahsils. How 
can two or three Tahsils find 25 to 40 or 

even 50 lakhs of rupees for a Spinning and 

weaving Mill ? Granted that the money can 

be found, it will take years to collect this 

and an order entered to-day for the plant is 

executed only 2% years hence and when the 

Plant arrives and is put up and is brought 

into working order, it will be another two 
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years -;o that even if you had the money it 

would take five years for you to see the mills 

at work. And then you will have to face the 

J'lroblem of Floating or working Capital, the 

problem of capturing markets and competi[Jg 

with well-established rivals of reputation and 

popularity. All this takes 10 years on the 
supposition that money is flowing evenly from 
-two or three Tahsils, an impossibility in itself, 

but by that time you discover that you are 

left behind in the race, that your Machinery 

is antiquated :md that your profits if ever yol1 

.:ome to the stage of reckoning any, have 

disappeared. In the meantime, Lancashire 

invents new facilities am~ new short cuts and 
contrivances so as to steal a march over every 
other country in the world and ;.over i~ 
and this poor little thing, a mill started in. 

a far off corner of India simply languishes. 

But even if you succeeded, you would be pay

ing to Birmingham for machinery what you 

wanted to avoid paying to Lanc<I.Shire for 

cloth. There is the other iactor still that when 

the capital has been found, the :machinery has 

been honestly sent and corre.:tly fitted up and 
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efficiently kept at work, then you have the 

fear. of strikE's which have reduced the working 

time of Bombay mills to half the year in 1928-

29. This is the fate of mills on the financial 

and mechanical planes but on the moral

plane, they involve labour divorced from crea

tive capacity, the disruption of families 
involving injury to morals, the detachment of 
wife from husband, the bringing up of children 

in creeches and the absence of that satisfaction 

in the labourer which the craftsman feels in 

owning the goods that he has manufactured 

and in endowing them by variations of colour 

and design, with that living beauty which 

abounds in all artistic crafts. 

What sustains and is sustained by the 
Hand-loom industry is the collateral crafts of , 
printing and dyeing by which alone you can 

su~serve the tastes and fashions of people 

which vary from caste to caste and from 

District to District. And in a country having 

a population of 35 crores and an area of 18 

lakhs of square miles, you can easily imagine 

what a real variety of taste and temperament, 

what variations of form and beauty, what 
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-glories of colour and design must have com~ 
into existente during the past 5000 years; 

'Indeed, it has been well said that the index of 
a country's civilisation is furnished by its arts 

and crafts and the craft of cloth-making has 

attained in the hands of the Indian weaver and 
printer a degree of skill and eminence and 
·beauty which is inconceivable to the Wester
·rier. · If only we are> able to conserve the 

wages of spinners and weaving involved in the 

cloth necessary for the whole country we can 

avoid a drain of 40 crores of rupees annually, 

for the cloth imported into India amounfs to 

Rs. 66 crores and the yarn to 6 crores. Out 

of the 72 crores a third represents cotton 
which we ourselves supply .nostly. Therefore, 

·the imports may be recl{oned strictly at 48 · 

crores. Out of this we shall not be far wrong 

in' reckoning 8 crores as trade profits and 

transport charges, leaving 40 crores as the 

net value of the imports. As against this we 

·export rice to other countries to. the extent of 

exactly 40 crores. The Empire Marketing 

"Board in the pamphlet already referred to has 
stated, while praising the quality of Bengal and 
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Burma rice, that India grows more rice than

itbe oeeds. This is incorrect because men 

like Sir Charles Elliot and Sir William Wilson 

Hunter have estimated that a filth of the popu, 

lation goes with one meal a day which means. 

that six crores of people have no second meal, 

Jmagine a town like Rajahmundry-Rajamah
endravaram-situated on the banks or the 
Godavary with the waters of the river witb 
their unnumbered gallons simply flowing to the 

ocean whilf~ the 68 thousand people of tile 

town have not a drop of wattr to drink. 

Why ? Because the Municipality has not 

brought water to the doors of the inhabitants; 

So·it is with the stream of rice that flows away. 

to foreign countries while the crores of people 
living on the banks are left to starve. Why ~
Because there is no Government that puts 

enough money into the hands of the people 

t!l buy the rice with. Of rice there is ple[Jty: 

in the country, of hungry men there ace. 

enough, yet there is no means of bringing the. 

starving stomachs the food that is next · d.oor 

to them but cannot be taken in because the[e 
is no money to purchase the food with. -If 
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only the 40 crores th<~t is being drained away 

by the cloth imported could be conserved by 

the support of the Hand-spun, Hand-woven 

cloth industry, then the Indian people would 

not be starving and rice would not be finding 

its way abroad. And too, out of Rs. 100· 
worth of mill cloth, Rs. 71 goes to the 
capitalist while Rs. 29 goes to labour. But 
out of Rs. 100 worth of Hand-spun, Hand

woven cloth Rs. 79 goes to the craftsmen while· 

R!;. 21 covers the remaining expenses. In a 

Rupee e>f Khaddar 3 as. 9 p. goes to spinning, 

4 as. 9 p. goes to weaving, 3 as. 9 p. goes to 

cotton, 2 as. for carding, Y3 a. for bleaching, 

1 anna for s<~lesmanship, 7,4 a. for transport. 
Thus the Hand-loom industry conserves the 
collateral industries of spinning, printing and 

dyeing and bleaching, and through them 

conserves the food of the country and puts it 
mto the mouths of craftsmen. These are sim

ple propositions in Indian economics. Indeed 

these constitute the new economicl'! of India of 

which the writers in the 'Nest are woefully 

ignorant. \Ve do not study them nor does. 
the Gove1·nment. 
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All crafts receive support only from a CO· 

operative organisation that finances them but 

it is singularly sad to note that for a million 

people and 3,30,000 weavers dependent on 

this Industry in Madras Presidency there should 

be only 63 co-operative societies exclusively 
for weavers while the credit societies of which 
more than 60 per cent. are weavers are only 
76 in number. The working capital covered 

by these societies is Rs. 1,32,632 yielding 

a divisible profit of Rs. 3,442 in the year 

1927-28. The Townshend Report on Co

operation has stated that steps so far taken 

to help the weavers' community are not 

adequate. 
Only recently the 1929 Provincial Co-opera

tive Conference assembled in· Madras exhort
ed co-operative central banks to afford special 

facilities to Khaddar societies and to weaving 

societies in particular and to primary rural 

credit societies in general, to help this Handi

craft. Public opinion is day by day consolidat

ing in fav.:mr of the patronage of cottage 

industries, people are fast realising in the 
East, and it is hoped, they in the \Vest are 
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:also alive to the fact, that machine industries 

have their own limitations and while power is 

quite good enough to cmsh stones, to lift 
weights and to abridge space and time it 

·cannot and ought not to encroach upon 

artistic crafts. Nor is production in mass and 
for export any longer the cry of the age. Eco
nomists have discovered that production for 
·export or more production to relieve un

employment is merely like the fox hunting its 

own tail. The industrial civilisation of the 

West is based upon the theory that the 

inventions of to-day must destroy the dis

·coveries of yesterday. Thus the battleship 

was sw'!llowed by the cruiser, the cruiser 
by the dreadnought and this by the 

-super dreadnought and all by the sub

marine, tl1e submarine by the torpedo. The 

gamut of destruction is complete. \Ve 

see the same nearer home in the motor-car 

models that change every year. It is said that 

proprietors of Singer's sewing maclrines were 

ont.:e t.:ollecting old parts and throwing them 

into the bed of a river in order to compel the 
,purchase of new parts. Indeed the civilisa-
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tion of the West is a civilisation of parts' 

rather than " wholes '', This had led to· 

the abandoning of land for forests and 

game, and the making of the country 

dependent upon other nations for food. 

England gets its rice from India, wheat from 
Russia, meat from Australia and New Zealand, 
Dairy products from Holland and Belgium and 
Denmark, and now its eggs from Lucknow. 

Let India not repeat this mistake when Eng

land is beginning to see her folly. Norway 

and Sweden are now producing enormous 

hand-spun, hand-woven cloth, and the writer 

saw a bale at Sabarrnati with Gandhi. It is 

exquisite in every way. It is our misfortune 
that we copy all that is rejected by Lonrlon 
(L. R.)-Universities and Education, mills and 
industry, gewgaws and kniclt-knacks and 

L. R. Teakwood. 

The next argument that we have to deal 

with in regard to the manufacture of Khaddar 

is the argument relating to cheapness. People 

complain that. Khaddar is not sufficiently

cheap and ~hat they would gladly buy it if that 
were not as dear as it is. It is really astonish-
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ing to see how simple these critics are. If 
Khaddar were as cheap as or cheaper than 

Lancashire cloth, would you require Gandhi,. 

the National Congress and a patriotic cult, to 

spend their time and talents in propagating 

the ctilt of Khaddar ? Water flows from a. 
highe1· level to a lower level and the purchase 
side of economics always Haws from the dearer 

to the cheapec Our whole complaint is that 

our goods are made so dear in England that 

they could not be purchased by the English 

people in the 18th and 19th centuries. Our 

whole grievance is that our goods have been 

made so dear in India that they have been 

made to disappear in the face of the competi
tion with those i rnpo1·ted from Lancashire. 
While that is the position, to say that you will 

weal' Kbadda1· provided it is cheap is to beg 

to q4estion. Indeed is it not evident to the 

meanest understanding that things become 

cheap only when they are produced on a large 

scale ? Have we not made Khad~ar appreci

ably and considerably cheaper during the past 

eight years ? \Vhen we started the manufac

tun~~ of Khaddat·, we were selling 25 counts 
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at Re. 1/3 per yard. To-day, we are able 

·to sell it at 11 as. per yard. The price 

has come down by more than 33 per cent. 

The more you use khaddar, the greater will 

be the fall in its price. That is a proposition 

which few will dare to controvert. You do 
not care to use the article yourself and you 
will not allow it to be used by others. It is 
-required to be manufactured by somebody 

at his own cost and at his own peril and you 

want to wait till the day comes when by some 

magical process the cloth becomes sufficiently 

cheap to tempt you to buy it. If it is cheap 

enough to tempt you where is your conscious 

effort ? Where is your sacrifice ? Where is your 
patriotism ? Really the argument of cheapness 
is not sincere for the very man that advances 
it is dressed in a turban that costs 10 to 

20 rupees, a coat made of Marino or Crevia

nette costing 20 to 25 rupees and which is 

charged Rs. 6 to 12 for tailoring, in a sill' shirt 

costing about 6 to 10 rupees with golcl studs 

and links costing a couple of Sovereigns. 

He has an Uttareeyam of Salem Silk costing 
30 to 40 rupees and a Dhoti costing about 8 to 
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10 rupees. If we put the man to auction or 

even the mere habiliments though not the man, 

you can easily get a couple of hundreds for 

he has a gold wrist watch with a goldband 

not to speak of his diamond ear-rings and 

diamond finger rings. The argument of cheap
ness is an intellectual one. At best it can be 
conceived in the interests of those unfor
tunate men who are less well placed than we 
in life and for whose well being, we do not 

care two raps except when we viciously and 

perversely argue against Khaddar, nor is 

cheapness to be dismissed from our minds 

when we speak of Khaddar. Khaddar is 

really cheap in the long run. The initial 
investment may be somewhat expensive and 
may look even prohibitive but considering 
the durability of the cloth, the minimum 

requirements to which you will be soon habitu
ated, the Khaddar mentality that would 

ere long be developed in you and limit your 

wants and your fashions to the irreducible 

minimum of comfort and decen~y, there is 

little doubt that over an average of three years 
the investment in a family budget of Khaddar, 



46 ON KHADDAR 

would be considerably less than upon other 

kinds of cloth. Costly silks are dispensed 

with ; expensive flannels are oo longer 

required ; a simplicity of dress and demeanour 

is soon cultivated and much is saved in the 

quantity of cloth no less than in quality and 

only a couple of years' experience can con
vince the cynic and critic who is not willing 
to try the experiment but who is free with his 

arguments of a purely intellectual nature. On 
l 

·the point of cheapness, we might as well be 

permitted to ask one plain question. Yes, 

Khaddar is dear, Lancashire cloth is eheap and 

your position is that you must at once buy 

Lancashire cloth. So is salt. Our salt is made 

dear. Liverpool salt is dumped upon us. It 
is made temptingly white, pure and cheap. Are 

we not raising a hue and cry that this dumping 

of Cheshire salt must be summarily stopped ? 

Let that alone. We have all heard and 

been taught how salt is being imported 

into this country as keel ballast of the empty 

vessels that have to come to India in order to 

carry its vast exports which are not only vast 

in value but also in volume. Do our friends 
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'know that last year five crores rupees worth 

of whe<~l was imported into this country and 

Sir Basil Blackett ha9 in his last Budget 

speech pointed out that export of Indian rice 

was reciuced on account of competition with 

the output of rice from the Mediterannean 

Sea-Board ? It will not be long before the 
English farmers pressed under unemployment 
in their own c0untry will be forced to go ~ut 

·in quest of "fresh fields and pastures new'' to 

far off lands like Australia. We have all 

·heard ho\V Colonel Amery former Minister for 

Colonies has matured a scheme for the 

emigration of the English unemployed not 

indeed those belonging to the lower but those 

who belonged to the upper and the middle 
classes endowed with lunds and invested with 
prestige. Imagine thousands of these farmers 

going to the virgin soil of Australia and 

supplying their machine-made tools, engines 

and pumps to the art of agriculture and then 

imagine how much of paddy will be produced 

and how cheap it will be brought merely as 

keel ballast once again to this unfortunate 

country, would the ryots say that the 
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paddy and the wheat imported intu this 

couiJ.try are cheaper when brought from abroad 

than the grain produced here and therefore 

they should hereafter buy only foreign grain 

and abandon their ancient fields ? What 

would they then grow in these fields, Ganja, 

Opium, Jute or Tobacco ? The question of 
cheapness is reaiiy an unworthy issue to be 
raised in this connection as it is an unreal 
issue.* 

When we exalt the question of Khaddar on 

to the pedestal of a patriotic plank in 

the Congress platform and the platform of 

Swaraj, people will turn round and ask 

whether it is not the duty of the country to 

carry on an effective boycott of British cloth 
instead of making that boycott extensive and 
apply to foreign cloth and whether it will not 

be a sufficient retaliation against Britain to 

abandon the purchase of its goods (cloth) in 

favour of the cloth imported from other 

* This paper was written in 1930. It Is being 
published In 1931. And now as feared, a quantity of 
Japanese rico bas come to Bombay and upset the level 
of prices In India-as bas been complained against by 
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. 
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countries like Japan, Germany and America. 

Really that is the danger with which the 

conntry is confronted at the present moment. 

There is no doubt that the boycott of foreign 

cloth has had its own telling effect upon 

the production and trade of cloth in 

England.* 

Congress Committees and those inter
ested in the boycott of foreign cloth will read 

with interest the following remarks made by 

a British correspondent on the last day of the 

last year (1929), relating to the conditions of 

Lancashire cotton industries :-

" Traders will not be sorry to see the 
last of 1929, for it has been one of the 
most depressing periods on record. The 
trade stagnation has left in its trail bank
rupt firms, old-established concerns gone 
out of business and balance sheets which 
are anything but healthy. 

The spinning section remains in a. 
deplorable position. The production of 
American yarns is in excess of demand 
and prices are weak. Egyptian spinners 
are in hardly a better position. 

"' And upon the politics of India. 
4 
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From a financial point of view, the 
past year has been a period of anxiety. 
According to my records 123 cotton 
companies have gone into liquidation, 
but of this number 51 have been formal, 
for the purpo~e of reconstruction or 
amalgamation. The number included 
40 spinn~::rs, 38 manufacturers, 8 spinnerc: 
and manufacturers, 4 finishers and 33 
merchants and agents. There have been 
54 bankruptcies and deeds of arrange
ments and the unsf'curl"'d liabilities have 
totalled to £1,164,921 and the net assets 
£361,529. The bankruptdes, etc., com
prise 1 spinner, 9 manufacturers, 3 
finishers, 41 merchants. Receivers have 
been appointed in 34 rases consisting of 
10 ">pinners, 11 manufacturers, 4 spinners 
and manufacturers, 1 finisher and 8 
merchants. Ninety-eight companies have 
arranged mortg;Jgf's, debenturers and 
(:!'eneral charges, etc., amounting to 
£6,800,000. Forty-one cotton companies 
comprising of 39 spinners, one manufac
turer and 1 spinner and manufacturer have 
call!' on the shareholders of unpaid 
share-capital, the total amount being 
£1,492,707. During the year 187 cotton 
companies have been rt>gist!'recl with a 
nominal capital of £5,869.290, these 
firms consisting ol 13 spinners, 26 
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manufacturers, 3 spinners and manufac
turers, 18 finishers and 1_27 merchants.* 

Whi;e this is so this depression in 
' English trade is no consolation or com

fort to us because side by side with it 
we have the sto•y frr.m Japan and its 

.aggressive invasion of the Indian market 
hotl-i by its yarn and its cloth. In the 
beginning of this century the Japanese 
trade in fabric or yarn with India was 
practically negligible. In 1914, says a 
magazine, Japan exported 940 bales of 
yarn into India. These were valued at 
216,850 yens. Twelve years later, in 
1926, the amount of Japanese yarn 
imported into India increased to 216,850 
bt~les and their value to 28,086,000 yens 
(about 42 million rupees). The ratio of 
Japanese yarn to the total imported yarn 
of India was a little over 2 per cent. in 
1914-15, nearly 45 per cent. in 19~2-23, 
and 65 per cent. in 1925-26. 

Out of the total of 50 million lbs. weight 
of yarn consumed every year in India 
her mills are calculated to produce not 
more th~n half the quantity. The major 
portion of imported yarn of fndia comes 
from Japan and England. It is remark-

, * .All this is nothing compared to the catastrophe 
-created ln Lancashire and the rest of England by tlie 
Sathyograha movement of Hl:l0-31 in hulln. 
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able that, while the proportion of Japa
nese yarn. export to India increased' 
more than thirty-fold in twelve year!"' 
period, that of England decreased from 
87 per cent. in 1914-15, to 52 per cent. 
in 1922-23 and to only 31 per cent. 
in 1925-26. 

The large bulk of yarn imported into. 
India either from Lancashire or· Japan is 
ol counts between 30 and 60. 

The value of British cotton yarn im
ported into India in the commercial year 
ending 31st December, 1924, was esti
mated at four crores of rupees; while 
that .of British cotton piece-goods was 
nearly 54 crores of rupees. 

Japanese greys have now predominat
ed. Thev have oustt-d English makes 
and the ~ondition of the mills in Japan 
m"de it possible for the 1-!"ooris to stPariily 
l!ain eround. It is reporlt-d that about 
800/900 bales are being cleared eve1y 
month.'' 

Then 11gain the late~t report from Japan 

shows how that little country has invaded not 

only India but England herself. " Not only 

did Japan threaten Lancashire in her t>Xports 

of piece-goods, but she bids well to captur_e 
the Indian raw cotton market so that Lan-



ON KHADDAR 53' 

·c'a'shire might have to depend on Japan for· 

l~dian cotton" declared Mr. Barnard Ellinger, 

reading a paper prepared by himself and 

Mr. Hugh Ellinger, cotton spinners of Man-·, 

chester, on Japanese competition ln Cottou' 

Trade at the Royal Statistical Society, London . 

.. The paper pointed out how Japan is satis
·.fied with the world's demand for cheap bulk 
cotton by using a type of raw material which, 

although nOt so good as that used in Britain, , 

was sufficiently good to satisfy requirements. 

Japanese spinners also were very clever in 

mixing cotton. Each mill had its own mixing. 

which is kept a secret. Mr. Ellinger stressed 

the advantage Japan held in organisation, for. 

in the British industry it was only the 
fringe, the fmishing- sections and subsidiary 

·trade, that was organised whereas Japan had 

"organised the heart of the indus try, cotton 

buying, distributing and chief productive' 

sections. 

The paper concluded thus:-'' ij"o problem 

·confronting the British cotton industry was 

more urgent than that of solidi'fying small firms 

•into larger units while the rationalisation of 
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tr:ade mu~t include the distributing sectim\.~·-. 

Advocating the formation of a series of .:big' 

cbmbines interlocked by the fmancial com- • 

munity ·of interests, Mr. Ellinger recalled · tha't 

Lancashire still exported even now approxi- • 

mately half the cotton goods that wet-el 

exported from all the countries in the world 
and' exr•·essed the belief that if she had the I 
will and power so to organise as to meet the' 

requirements of the present century, · she

would regain her former prosperity. 

· Meanwhile T!te Momi~tg Post draws atten-!_ 

tion to the sale, in Lancashire cotton-spinning'• 

towns, of shirts manufactured in Ireland· 

from cloth imported from Japan which, it says; 
were sold at lower prices than locally made • 
garments. Cbeap Japanese vests are also sell-· 
ihg readily. The paper asks ifLancashire'.ist 

going to submit to the penetration of that. 

home market by cottons of the Orient and; 

opines there is probably little profit on· im

poded shirts which probably repre!'ent the 

dumping of the Japanese surplus. 

Shall we transfer our allegiance from. 
England to Jaran ? Let it be remembered' no'w• 
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at least that it was through cloth that we lost, 

our kingdom. Lord BirkPnhead in his State". 

ment to the Commons in 1927 said : "We 

went to India in that commercial guise which 

has frequently in history been our earliest 

approach to future dominions." Shall we 

knowingly this time and deliberately allow 
Japan to make a similar approach to India in a 

commercial guise in order to establish a future 

dominion or act with the grim determination

to get rid of England's domination ? 

Great efforts are being made by the Indian 

princes and the people in order to make India 

self-contained and re'itore the self-respect of 

this ancient country. The Mysore Govern

ment h"" achieved through Khaddar in the 
year 1928 the task of finding a supplementary 
occupation for 1,000 families of agriculturists 

without losing in the attempt a rupee of the 

State Treasury. We make no apology for 

inviting the reader to peruse the whole of the 

scheme and its description as given by the 

Foreign Cloth B•>ycott Committee's Pamphlet 

No. 2. It is fortunate that Indian States have 
I 

become awakened to the importance of the· 
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problem. England knows that Lancashire is 

being hit hard from one side or another. What 

she is unable therefore to force on British 

India, she is fast contemplating to dump upon 

Inciian India. The Jamsaheb of Jamnagar while 

verbally decrying the report of having placed 

an order for£ 2 million worth of Lancashire 
cloth, admitted nevertheless that he promised 
support to Lancashire. Here is an interesting 
extract lrom an issue of January 1930 of Tlze 

Commerci'al (Published by the Jlfauc/zester , 

Guardia~t) containing an important article dis

cussing some aspects of the outlook for 

Lancashire trade with India. The author, 

Dr. L. F. Rushbrook Williams, who is Foreign 

Minister of Patiala State, and whose recent 
address to the members of the Manchester 

.Chamber of Commerce made a great irnpres

·sion on traders here, gives it as his opinion 

that iri British Inciia Lancashire goods not 

only have no preferential advantage over 

foreign goods, but owing to the existing poli

tical situation, are rather at a disadvantage. 

" When competition is keen," he say!", " and 
prices approach the same level. political 
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·sentiment may on critical occasions suffice to 

turn the scale against the United Kingdom." 

He is careful enough to point out, however, 

that what is commonly called India is politi

cally not one country but two countries, British 

India and the Indian States. The Indian 

States, with their population of 70,000,000 
people, embrace more than one-third of 
·the entire Indian sub-continent, and, in Dr. 

Rushbrook Williams' view, are likely to offer 

iljl the near future an increasingly valuable 

market for British goods. "Moreover," it is 

adde I, "'there is reason to believe that their1 
influence will be exerted along economic 

lines, as it has always been exerted along 
political lines, in a direction fostering and 

-strengthening the ties with Great Britain." 

" The present tariff system in India is 
such that the proceed; of the British 
Indian tariff which is imposed by a body 
upon which the Indian States are not 
rt>presented, and whicb is levied even on 
goods consumed in those • States-are 
credited, with certain small exceptions, to 
the British Indian Excht>quer, so that the 
Iudian States are iudirectly taxed for the 
protection of Brit1sh Indian industries. 
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It. is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Navanagar port of Bedi, which is one of 
the few possible points at which the 
Indian States could have access to the 
sea, should recently have enjoyed a con
siderable increase of trade. It remains 
to be seen whether goods entering India 
through Bedi will continue to be exempt, 
from the British Indian tariff and the 
position at present is an interesting one." 

In this great process of rehabilitation of 

Khaddar, every man, woman and child in 

India can rendet' adequate assistance. Yet, 

the very mill-owners have an opportunity of 

serving the country through Khaddar, and 

Gandhi ha<> prescribed the following six 

methods in which they can render that 
assistance : 

1. They can sell Khaddar through their 
agencies. 

2. They can lend their talents to the 

movement. 

3. They can by a Conference with the 

All-India Spinners' Association 

determine the varieties they should 
manufacture in terms of boycott. 
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. 4. They can cease to manufacture Khad

dar whether in that name or in any 

other. 

5. They can standardise their prices so 

as neither to suffer loss nor to 

increase their profits. 

6. They can render financial assistance 
to the movement.* 

. yes, the Khadi move1r ent is a patriotic 

!:fl;()1fement. Indeed it is a national movement 

and i,t is a Swaraj movement. Khadi easily 

bri'\),gs the movement into touch with every 

li~if!g soul in India. In speaking of the national 

movement we often exhort eve~y citizen to do 
his or. her duty by- th~ country. It may not 
be given to everyone of tl-tese to play some 

P.3:rt in Non-co-operation but where is the man, 

\yo man or child that is not clad and may not be 

c;lad in hQrne-spun fabrics ?They may be coarse 
to ,l.ook at but they are soft to the feel. They 

may ,excite the pity of the observer but they 

fill the wearer with joy and satisfaction. Ther 

. * Som~ of these have boen accepted by the mill-owners 
who bavo subscribed to the declaration form•tlatod by· 
thtl Congress during the greBI struggle of 1!130-:11. 
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are durable. They keep the body ·warm in 

winter and cool in summer. A. recent dis

covery by Dr. J. C. Bose has attributed to 

·them the additional power of mm1m1smg 

sound. They solve the problem of unemploy

ment in India. They raise the standard of self

respect in the country. They constitute the 
uniform of every soldier of the Non-violent 
Army of India in the warfare for the recovery 

of Swaraj. Nay, the constructive programme 

chiefly consisting of the manufacture and 

propagation of Khaddar has been well describ~ 

ed as the drill and discipline which this non-' 

·violent army has to undergo from day to day 

·in its preparation for civil disobedience. The' 

process of spinning is a process that engages: 
your mind, occupies your time, composes 
your thoughts and subdues your passions. Try 

it when you are in a bad temper. Have a· 

foretaste of it when you are perturbed in 

mind and you will find half an hou'r;s' 

spinning has softened your Tamsik f~elings 
and transformed you into a Satvik creature.· 

It is not given to everyone to be the commal}

·der of an army or be the builder o£ a tem~le: 
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, But even as a soldier that is truly patriotic 

-would .no more complain against the outpost 

w'here he is charged with the duties of being a 

sentinel than the humble devotee against the 

sort of tabernacle wherein he may have a 

chance to worship, even so the humble Khadi 
worker may not complain against the absence 
of lin;telight irradiating his sphere of work, for 
he is contributing to the nation's recovery of 

it-; self-sufficiency and self-respect and to the 

removal of starvation from the hungry 

stomachs that are helpless. India is truly at 

the parting of ways. She has to choose 

between the spinning wheel and the steering 

wheel, between Khadi and Kaki and to her 
to-day there is little doubt that her salvation 
rests in her adherence to the Charka and 

Khaddar. The last battle has revealed that if 

only people are serious about Khaddar, they 

need not lose a single life or shed a single 

drop of blood in emancipating their country, 

for an army of 70,000 men, women and 

children clad in Khaddar has won a notable 

victory for Sathya over asathya, for dharma 
over adharma, for ahimsa over himsa, for 
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unarmed India over mighty England with her 

puissant armies running into lakhs, finances 

running into crores, with her bombs, 

aeroplanes, cruisers, submarines and dread-
. noughts. 

First Edition, 2,000 Copies, Jnne 1931. · 

Printed by G. A. Natesan & Co., MadrM .. 
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ola .. ica within reach of the lay reader. They are pre
fixed ""ith abort •ketche• of the reapective authou . 
coupled with critical note• on the Play• concerned, 
.And they are told in ea1y and elegant F.nglieh whicb 
muat be particularly attractive to 1tudont• In onr · 
achoola and collegea. They pre!ent the original in a 
fre•h and vigorous atyle. 

OR:TAlLED CONTENTS 

VIBION OF \"ASAVADATTA 
AVIMARAK" 
BAKUNTALA 
MALAVIKAGNIMITBA 
VIKRAMORVASIYA 

OPINIONS: 

MRICCHAKATIKA 
MALA"fl·MADHAVA 
NAOANANDA 
RATNAV.>LI 
MUDRARAKSHABA. 

Th" Hiadu-" Eminently interesting collection." 
Th" leader-" The atyle and language of the book 

it good." 

Bomb•Y Chroaicle-" Give1 in a very p)ea~~ant and · 
readable way the substance of all that i1 beet in the 
dramatic literature of our India." 

Searchlight-" They have been written in an ea1y 
and ele~ant Engli1b," 

Ra. 2. To Sub1oribers of the" I.R," Re. 1-8. 

G. A. N.&TESAN & Co., PUBLISHEns, l'tUl>RAS. _ 



FAMOUS PARSEES 
Politicians, Philantl&ropiats, Oaptair&s of Industry. 

CONTENTS :-J. J eejeebhoy, Banaji, N aorouji Fer-
. doonji, Byramji, Jeejeebboy, Sir Din•haw Petit, S, S, 
Ben~alee, D•dabhai Naoroji. K. ft Cama, J. N. Tab; 
BirD. E. Wacha, Mehta, Sir M. M. Bbownaggree, 
Malabari and Sir J. J. Modi. With portrait~. 

OPINIONS 

Servant of India.-" The book is very useful and 
de1erve5 to be on the botllc-ebelveo of all libr<srie1." 

United India and lndlon States. "A careftll 1tndy of 
• the volume will be an inspir.Ltion to many." 

Cloth Bound. Price Ra. Three. 
To StLbscribers of" I11dir:J11 Review". Rs. 2-8. 

INDIAN CHRISTIANS 
Poets, Publicists, Reformers, Educationisls, 

Mi'li,qtcrs nf the Church in India. 

CONTENTS :-1{, M. R•merji, R11v., La! Behui Dey 
RamacbandrB, M. M. Do1tt .. , Rev. W. T. SatthiBna-' 
dban, Dr. Imad-ud-din, Nehemiah Goreh, K. C. 
Banerjea, ParJditiL R ••. uab;~.,i, H. .• j .. h Sir d .. ru .. m 
Singh. Dewan Baharlur L. D. Swamikanu Pillai, 
Nanyan v.,man 'l'llak, P•inci.,al Rurlra, and Sadhu 
Sundar Singh. Witk tkirtee11 illustrations. 

Price Rs. 3. To Sub~ of tho" I, R." R1. 2-8. 

EMINENT MUSSALMANS 
4 mong th" sketches in this v.~lurne 'Lre :-·9ir Syed 

Ahmed, Sir Salar .Tunot, Nawab Mohein-ul-mnlk, 
Badrudriin Tyabji, Rahimtulla Mulamed Sayani, 
Syed Mahmood, Syed Ami~ Ali, 1'he A~ta Khan, Sil' 
Muhammad 3hRfi, Si~ \li Im .. m. Syed .Haaa.n Imam, 
Hakim Ajmal Khan, Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola, ~ahib
zada Aft"b .1\hmad Khan, Syed Husain Bilgrami, 
Justice Shah Dio, -lir Mahomed fqbal, Sir Muham..nad 
Habibullah. Hir Abbas Ali Baig, Mahomed \li .Jinoab, 
Sir A.bdur Rahim, Mr. Hydari anrl the Ali Brother•. 

With Portraits of all. Price R1. Three. 
To Anh•.,rihers nf "Indian Review." Rs. 2-R. 

·G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUBLISHERS, UADRAS. 



MAHATMA GANDHI 
THE MAN & HIS MISSION 

A
N enlarged and up-to- date edition of hi• life· 

and teaching• with an account. ot his activitie• ·. 
iD ~outh .Africa and India, and his Great March in. 
connectic:,n with the "Sal~ Sat) agraha", his arrest and ' 
internment, famoua :Sapru-J ayakar .Negotiations. etc. 

W!TH APPRECIATIONS BY 
The Rt. Hon. Baetri, Tagore, Romain Rolland, 
Rev Bolmea. Sarojini Naidn, Mr. C. F. 
Andrews, Mr. B.S.L. Polak, Millie Graham 
Polak. Prof. Gilbert Murray, Biahov White
head, Mr. George Slocombe, Mr. Brailsford. 

OPINIONS 

·• .A thoroughly accurate, well-informed and sym
pathetic aketch by one of Mahatma Gandhi'a clonst 
peraonal friends,"-C. F. Andrews. 

"I like it immenoely ... -Rrchard B Gregg. 
•· A timely book ''-The Sunday T1mes. 
8th Edn. Price Re. l. To buba. of "LR," As. 12. 

Bind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule 
BY M. K. GANDHI. 

••) T ie certainly my ~ood fortune that thie booklet 
ie receiving wide attention. Jt is a book which . 

can be put into the hands of a child." vand1Ji. 
A Cheap, Popular Edition. Price Ae. 8. • 

To Subocribere of the " Indian Re>iew," All. 6 

Gandhi : An Indian Patriot in S. Africa 
BY THE REV. J. DOKE 

A cheap. popular edition. Bays Lord Ampthil in hi1 
Introduction:-" The aubject of the ek•tch, Ml'l. 

Gandhi, hae been <'!euounced even by responsible 
pereons, as an ordinary agitator; A perusal of these 
pages ought to dispel cny auch notion• from the mind 
of any man who has been misled into entertaining, 
them. An inspiring biography by a Christian divino., 

Ro. 1 To Ruba. of" I.R." Aa,l2. 

G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUBLISHERS, l'IIADRAS. 



INDIAN SCIENTISTS. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 

OF 
DR. MAHENDRALAL SIRCAR 
8 1 R J A G A D I S H C. B 0 S li! 
81R PH.AFULLa CHANDRA RAY 
D R. 8 I R C. V. R a M A N 
P lt 0 F. R A M A C H. A N D R A 
SRINlVAt!A RAMANU.TAN 

AN .ACCOUNT OF 'l'HEIR 
RESEARCHES, DlSCOVERIES & INVENTIONS· 
~\ B a oompaDlon volume to the hves of the many 
~ eminent Indians hitherto publiohed, this volume. 
contaiuicg tbo skotcho• uf dis tin guiehed Indian Sci en-· 
tiata will be apeci~<lly welcome. Modern Indian scien
tiau, brought up io the experamentlil methods of the 
West "are proving to the world that they could 
puraue science not only for itaelf but for 
its application to the benefit of mankind." The 
lives of Prof. Ramacbandra and Ramanujan 
ahow the hehchts to which •peculation in. 
the field of abstract science reached in India. 

Price Ra. Three. 
To Subs. of the "Indian Review." R•. 2·8. 

Sir J agadish Chunder Bose· 
HIS LIFE, DISCOVERIES AND WRITINGS 

THE matter of this volume baa been carefully select
ed and arranged under three beadings. Educa

tional, General, Science. The book is prefixed with 
an exhaustive account of his life and achievements •. 

Price R., Three. 

To Sub•cribera of the" Indian Review." Rs. 2-8 .. 

Dr. P. C. Ray 
HIS ESSAYd AND DL8C0Ud.SES 

Price R•. Three. 
To Sul:acriber• of the "Indian Review," R•. 2-8. 

G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUDLISIIEUS, li!.ADUAS •. 



The Life and Teachings of Buddha 
BY THE ANAGARIKA DHARMAi>ALA 

THI'l i• a clear anrl concise nccount of the life and 
l'e~<chiug• of Lord l:luddb.ll written by 1> well

known Buddhist authority and in a style eapecially 
intended for non-Buddhist.. 'J'he book: is bound to 
be widely read and appreciated. The ~<uthor cull• 
freely from the authentic life and sayings of the 
Buddha in Pali. Appendix: Buddha's Renunciation. 
(Extracts from ·• The Life of Buddha" by l:lodq!satva). 

Price A a. 12. To Sub1. of the "I. R." Aa. 10. 

Life and Teachings of Muhammad 
BY 

AHMED S S:AFI AND YAKUB HASAN 

IN this brief aketch an attempt is madc to present 
an outline of the chief incident• that marked the 

career of a great world-personality. The Teaching• of 
the Prophet will be particularly interesting. 

Price Aa. 12. To Subs. of the "I. R." As. 10. 

Temples, Churches and Mosques 
BY ~{R. YAKUB HAS I. N 

IN this remarkable voluroe Mr. Yakub Hasan has 
attempted to give a kaleidoocopio view of the 

world'• archit~>cture. Every style of Temple, Church, 
or Moaque architecture ia described at length to the 
accompaniment of no leas than SS illu!tratioo•. 

SWA RAJY A: A useful companion to the lay reader. 
NEW INDIA: A very remarkable production. 
TELEGRAPH: Highly iutereoting and richly in-

forming. 
Price Re. 1-8, To Rub•. nf" I. R." Re. 1-4. 

·G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUIILISHEHS, l\IADRAS 



Hindu Ethics 
PRINCIPLES OF IIINDU REUGIO-SitCI\L REGENERUIIN 

BY BADU OOVINDA DAS 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION 

BY f:IABU BHAGAVAN DAS 

AND A FOREWORD BY 

DR. GANGANAl'H JHA, M.A., D.LirT. 

Vice Chancellor, Allahflbad University. 
A companion volume to the author'• b.,ok on 

Hinduism. lt is critical ol current liiodu boliefs and 
lays down line• along which reform should proceed. 

The Mahrattrt : Undoubtedly well worth being read 
'by thinker. and 1ocial reformen. 

United India and Tndirtn Strztes : One oi ~he molt 
thought-provoking books on the subject. 

Price R1. Two. To ~ubs. of the " I R." Re. 1-B. 

BY THE SAME Al:THOR 

HINDUISM 
The hook: deals with the •ourceo of Hinduiom, it1 

fundamental teachinl{s, it• rites and cuotom~. and it 
will he found invaluable to atudenls of comparative 
religion, social reformer• and legislators. 450 pages. 

Cloth bound lh. 3. To Sub1. of" I.R." 2-8, 

Governance of India 
AS 11' IS A.ND AS IT JIA Y BE 

It io a hand-book: of progressive politics and a 1>ade
mecllm for active politiciano.-Cloth bound. 

Rs Three. To Bubo. of" I.R." Rs 2·8. 

·G. A. NATESA.J.~ & Co., PUBLISHERS, MAORAS. 



SPEECHES AND WRITINGS 
OF 

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA 
A COMPREHE!;SIV E COLLECTION 

WITH A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AND TEACHINGS 

!~:<HIS is an exhaustive and comprehensive collection 
'Ql of the work• of !:lwami Vivell:ananda. It con-
tain•, among othen, his eloquent character-•ketch of 
" My Master"; hi• celebrated lecture at the great 
Parliament of Religion• at Chicago; all the important 
and valuat.le •peeche•, addreaoes nod disooune• deli
vered in England, America and India on Gnaoa Yoga, 
Bhakti Yoga, Karma Yoga, Vedanta and Hindu· 
iam ; a choice collection of the contributions of the 
Swami to various papers and periodicals hitherto not 
available in book form; •orne of hia private letters to· 
friend•; and a aeleotion from his beautiful poems. 

7th Edition. With Two Portrait. and Appreciation• •. 
Price Rs. 3. To Subs. of the "I.R." R•. 2-8, 

THE MISSION OF OUR MASTER 
EBSA YS AND DISCOURBl•:B 

BY THE EASTERN AND WESTERN DISCIPLES 

OF RAMAKRISHNA-VIVEKANANDA 
PRINCIPAL CONTENTS: 

VIVEKANANDA<BRAHMANANDA 
ABHEDANANDA~SARADANANDA 
TRIG U.NAT ITA~ T U RYA NAND A 
BODHANANDA~KRIPANANDA 
VIRAJANANDA~SHARVANANDA 
N IVED ITA;DEVAMATA 
MISS WALDO~PARAMANANDA 

Price R•. 3 (Three). 
To Bubacriben of the "Indian Review." R•. 2-8. 

G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUBLISHERS, MADUAS. 



Sankara's Select Works 
With Sanskrit Text and Enolish Translation 

BY MR. S. VENKA.TARAMAN 
Contenta-Hymn to Hari: The Ten-Versed Elymn; 

Hymn to Dakshinamurthi; Direct Realization; The 
Century of Venes ; Knowledge of Self; Commentary 
on the Text; Definition of one'• own ulf. 

The Main object of this invaluable publication is to 
preunt in simpla English, aome of the worb of Sri· 
Sani:aracharyo. in which be tried to expound in a 
popular style, the philosophy of the non-dualiatic 
Vedanta of which be waa the well-known founder. 

Ra. 2. To Subs. of the •• I. R." Re. 1-8. 

Three Great Acharyas. 
SANKARA, RAMANUJA AND MAOHWA 

b.@ N attempt to bring under one cover critical 
~ sketches of the life and times of these great 
religion• laadera and an expoaitiou of their respective 
systems of thought o.nd pbiloaophy. 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE VOLUME: 

Pandit Tatvabushan, Dr. Krishnaswami A iyangar,. 
Prof. M. Rl<ngacharya, Mr. C. N. Krisbnaawaruy 
Aiyar, ProF. Rajagopalachari. and Prof. ~- Subba Rao. 

Frico Rs, 2. To Subs. of the "I.R." Re 1-8 

The Bhagavadgita 
wiTH THE TEXT IN DEVANAOARI 
AND AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

lh DR. ANNIE DEI::L\.NT 
~ORE than a lakh of Copies of this aacred Scrip
t§#- ture of the Hindu• h~v" alre .. dy been aold and 

now another ten thouaand copiea of tnia utonishingly 
cheap edi1ion are iasued for the benefit- of the public. 
The text of the alokas is printed in Devanagari. 

Price per copy, Annas Four. (foreign 6d.) 
Price of a aingle copy by V. P. P. is 7 (~even) As. 

Two copiea 12 Aa. Three copies Re. 1-1. 
four copies. Re. 1-6-0. 

------ ----------

G. A. NATESAN & Co., PullLISIIEns~ 1\IA~~A~. 



Religion and Philosophy 
The Heart of Hlndusthan. By Prof. S. Radhakriahnan, 

· Select euaya on the Heart of Hinduiam, Tbe Hindu 
Dharma, blum and Indian l'hought, Hindu Thought 
and Cbriatian Doctrine Buddhiam, and Indian Philoao
phy. (Alao with a aketch o( his Life and Works), 
Price Re. Ono To Subs. of "l.R." As 12. 

Prophet Muhammad. Life by Ahmed Shafi. His 
Teaching• by Moulana Yakub Haaan. Aa. 12. To 
tluba. of the '' J. R." A a. 10. 

Llle and Teachings of Buddho. By the Ana~~:arika 
Dharmapala A a. 1~. To l:luba. of "l.R." Aa.lO, 

Chaitanya to Vlvekananda. Lives of the S&inta of 
Bengal. Ro. 1-8. To Suba. of the "I.R." He. 1-4. 

Ramanand to Ram Tlrath.-Recounta the livea and 
Teachin~• of Hamanand, Kabir, Nanak:, Mira bai, 

·Guru Govind, etc Re. 1-8. To l::luba. of ·• l,R." Re. 1· 4 
Hindu Ethics. By Babu Govinda Daa. Revised by 

Dr. G, Jha. Ra. 2. To Suba, of "I,R." Ro, t-8. 
Hlndulsm,-A Handbook of Hindu Relil!'ion. By Babu 

-Govinda Das. Ra. 3. To Sub~. of" I.R." Ra. 2-8. 

Leaders of the Brahmo Sami-Recounta the livea nnd 
teachiugs of Raja Rum Mohun l:{oy, and other 
BrRhmo leadera. He. 1-8. To Subs. of "I.R." Re. 1-4. 

Sri Krishna's \les3age~ and Revelations-By Baba. 
Bharati. As. II. To Subs. of the "l.R." As. 6. 

Light on Life -Six Spiritual Discourae• by Baba 
Bbarati. Re. One. To Suba. of the •·r.R." A a. 12. 

The Mission of Our 'da•ter, Essays and Discourses -By 
the Eastern a:Jd Weatern Disciples of Ramak:rishna
Vivekananda. Ra. 3, To Subs. of the "1. R." R1, 2·8. 

Three Great Acharyas-Sankara, Ramanuja. and 
Ma.dhwa. Rs. Two. To :lulla. of the •· I.R." Re. 1-8. 

Sri Sankaracharya 's Sel~ct Works.-The text iil 
Devanagari and English Tranalation By S. Venkata 
ra.manan, B.A. Rs. 2. I o ~ubs. of: " [. R." Re. 1-8. 

A~pects of the Vedanta. By varioua writera, New 
Edition Re, 1. To l:lub•, of the •· I.R. "A• 12. 

Essentials of Hinduism-A aympo•ium of leading 
Hindua. A 1. 12. l'o Subs. of tbe "I.R." As. 10. 

Valshnavlte Reformers of India. By T. Rajagopo.la 
Chariur, M.A., B,L. Re. 1. To Subs. of •he •'J.R." Aa. 12, 

G. A. NATESA!'l & CO., PUBLISIIERS, l\IADRAS. 



RENDERED IN1'0 EASY PROSE 

ON THE MODEL Ol.l' LAMB'S TALES 

BY KAl\IALA SATTH[ANADHAN, III.A. 

&i A KUNTALA is Kalid,.•a'a mater-piece, thou~~:h h" 
~ is also the author of two other well-known play1, 
Vikromorva•iyam and Malavicagnimitram, In ren· 
daring the play into a pro•e narrative, Mrs. Sattbia
naohan baa b,,roe in mind two great pieces of Engliah 
Literature, namely, Charles Lamb's •· Tale• from 
Bbako•P""'"·" and Bir A. 'l'. Quillor-Coucb's "His
toriclll Tales from BbRkospeare" for her model• For, 
a mere epitome of tho •tory, without the beauty of 
the simile• and metaphor. for which Kalidasa io 
famous, will mako tho •tory unattractive. The 
authorPII has thron~~:hout maintained the spirit of 
the original whioh evoke<:! the appreciation of Goethe, 
the German poet. Innumerable translations of this 
drama have nppeared till now, and thi• new venion of 
a great clauic i• published with a view to acquaint the 
lay reader, with the beautie• of Kalidasa, the Indian 
Shnk:eopeare. Thi• can be rPad with profit by •tudenta 
and othen who cannot study the Sanskrit original. 

Pri<e Aanae Six ael, 

Shakespeare's Tragedies 
BEINU STUDIES OF 

KING LEAR, MACB!!:TH, HAMLET & OTHELLO 
BY REV, DR. WILLIAM MILLER, c.I.E. 

Late Principal, ltladra3 Chri,qfian College, 
Dr. Miller doe• not appear aa an annot•1tor or oritic. 

He fixes hie •tudent'• attention e•peciAIIy on the 
ethical aide of Shake•peare'• teaching. According to 
him, the playa of Shake1peare, whether de11ignedly or 
not, are not calculated merely to amu,.e. They have 
each "an inner meaning" a ·'central idea," which 
doe• the atudent good to aearcb out and a11imilate. 

Price Re. 1-8. To Bubo. "I.R." Re. 1-4. 

G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUBLISHERS, MADRAS. 



EMINENT ORIENTALISTS 
INDIAN, ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERM~N AND AMERICAN 
Tbio is a new and interesting publication of equal 

intereot to the acbolar and the layman._ It io a record 
of the achievements of many European and Indian 

·savant.. By their zeal for learning and sympathetic 
under-tanding of ancient literature they have laid 
bare the treaoureo of ancient cultures and opened the 
door to a new world of thought deeper and oubtler 
than any known to Europe. 

Among the Urlentallsts Studied are: Sir William Jones, 
Sir Charles Wilkin•. Colebrooke, Horace Wilson, 
George 1'onrnour, Ferf(uuon, Rajendralal Mitra, 
Telang, Bhau Daji and Indraji, Dr. Buhler, Monier 
Williams, MRx Muller, Sir John Fleet, ll:dwin Arnold, 
Nivedita, Griffith, Whitney, Vincent Smith, Bal 
Gangadbar Tilak, Anundoram Barooab, Bbandarkar, 
Macdonnei, A. B. Keith, Paul Deu111en and Sylvain 
Levi 

Among the Contributors to the volume are: Prof. P. 
Seohadri, Prof. RadbBkrisbnan, Dr, ~. Kriebnaswsmi 
Iyengar, Prof. P. P. S. Saatri, Mr. Shumbu Chunder 
Dey, Prof. Suryanarayana, Mr. Vaaant N aik, Mr. 
K. S. Ramaswami Sastri, Prof. M. S. Ramaswami 
Iyengar, Prof. Bury" Kumar Bbuyan. Prof. Srinivasa
chari, and Mr. D. W. Wickramaratchi. 

SELECT PRICSS OPlNIONS 
The Modern Review :-In this littlo vo!urr.e we have 

been preoented with criticRl •ketcbe• of the Jives Bnd 
. acbievementa of a number of diotinguiahed scholar• 
who have done muoh to reousoitate India's lost 
hi1tory, and interpret her ancient culture. 

The Times of India:-The bio~trapbieo go right down, 
to the preoent day and give a good deal of informa
tion which i1 not ea1ily available. 

The Leader :-Interesting and stimulating. 
Swara)ya ;-A true and faithful1tudy of Indian Culture. 

Price Rs. Z (Two), To Bub•. of the" I. R." Re. 1-8. 

Books are given at concession rates only to subscribers 
of The Indian Re.,iew. Any one who wishes to buy books 
at concession rates must remit Rs.Five (IS!sh. Foreign) 
one year'tt lJubscription to the Review, in aduance. 

G. A. NATESAN & Co., PUBLISHERS, MADRAS. 



Industry, Agriculture & Economics 
Industrial India. By Glyn Barlow. Re. 1. To Sub•. 

·of the "I, R." AI. 12. 
ladlftn lodustriel end Economical Problemo. By 

Prof. V. G. Kale. R1 . R. To Bubo. of" I. R." Re. 1-8. 
Essays on Indian Ecaaomio:.. By the late M:ahadev 

Govind Ranade. Ra. 2. To Subs. of "I. R." Re. 1.8. 
The Swadesbi Movement. .A oymposium by Repre· 

sentative Indi,.ns and Anglo-Indians. Re. 1-4. To Sub1. 
of the "I. H." Re. 1. 

The Improvement of Indian Agriculture Hy Oath· 
layne Singh. Re 1. To Bubo. of "I. R." A1. 12. 

1 ift Irrigation. By Mr. A. Chatterton. Rs. 2. To 
Bubo. of tho "I. R." Re. 1-8. 

Axricultur•l laduotries in Indio. By S. R. Sayani. 
Re 1, To Subs. of tho " I. R." Ao. 12. 

General 
The Round Table Conference. Speeches at the 

Round Table Conference by the Premier, the Prince• 
·and the People of IndiR. Price Rs. 2. To Subscriber• 
of Indian Review, Re. 1-8. 

Tales from Sen1krit Dramalioll. (Ten famou1 
Drama• rendered into easy En~:IisL Prooe) On the lines 
of Lamb's Tale1. Rs. 2 To Subo. of"[.R" Re 1·8. 

Sakunlala. By Mr.. K. Satbianathan. Render"d into 
eaoy prose for uoe io Sollools and Colleges. -\1. 6 net. 

M"IDbu and its Folk. By Mr. 'f. K. Gopala 
Panikker. n -\. With special ohapten on" Land 
sy1tem of Malahar" by Dr. V. K .. Tohn, Bar-ilt-law and 
"The Mopl,.hs" by Mr. Hamiel ali, Bar-at-law-. Ra. 2. 
To Subs. of the" [.R." Re. 1 8. 

Shokeopeare's Tregedi•s. By Dr. Miller. Being 
the critical •tndy of Kin~t Lear. Macbeth, Othello, and 
Hamlet Re 1-8 'l'o Subs, of the" J.R." Re.1-4. 

Mi!S Mayo'• Motloer India. A Rejoinder, By K. 
Natarajan. With an introduction by Mr. G. A. 
Nate•an. 5th Edn. A•. 12. To 8ub1. of ''I.R." As. 10. 

Visvabharati. By Dr. Tagore and C 'F . .Andrew•, 
·with 6 portrait• A1. 8 To Bub•- of ·• I.R." A1. 6. 

Delhi, The Capital of India. 54 illu1trations Rs. 2, 
lndi~n ~ales of Fun. Folly aad Folk-lou. .A 

col!e!"hon m one volume of eight book-lets. New 
Ed1hon. Re, 1-4. To 8ub1. of" I.R." Re.l. 

•G. A. NATEBAN & Co., PunLisrums, 1\lADRAB. 



:D:FY<O>U VVANT 

TO BE IN TOUCH WITH INDIA 

her political, eocial and industrial activities; her · 
hiatory, tradition and literature; her religion and 

philo•ophy, her hopea and aopirationo for the future ;: 

and the men and women who labour for the attain
ment of her ideal , 

YOU MUST SUBSCRIBE TO 

THE INDIAN REVIEW 
THE BEST, THE CHEAPEST AND THE 

MOST UP-TO-DATE MONTHLY Ma(}AZINE 

EDITED BY MR. G. A. NATESAN. 

The lndia.n Review is an All· India Monthly Maga

zine devot ed to the diocuoeion of all topics of general 

intereat with special re ference to India. It caters to · 

the taste of all claues. "' * * Please note that a large 
and variod collection of book• on Indian Political, 
Industrial. Agricultural, Social and Religiouo Litera
ture, Biographies, anrl the Speeches and Writings of' 
Eminent Indians and Friend• of India are ofiered at 
apecial concession rateo to Subs. of the Indian R eview .. 
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