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PREFACE 

For some years past I have been a keen student of Sikhism and 
other kindred religions and philosophies. About seven years bac;k 
I wrote do .vn my findings and views in the form of this book. A 
part of it wa5 included "in. my thesis {of ·the Ph.D. degree in the 
University of London and many topics dealt with in this book were 

. / . ,: . . 

the subject m1tter .of • .ibout e)ght lccH1£es \'7h\ch were delivered 
when I was in Eurot:>e. ·agd EAgland from 1~36 ·,to.-1938. I am present
ing to the public a1L..:tl1at · stuff under the· fi~le of "Philosophy 'of 
Sikhism". The reader ,~1 s~n·d.iscp~-er t~t ids just an introduction 
to this vast subject and-~it d.Q,d.£.:ri.q;t..-pt-"ctend to be an exhaustive 
account of the philosophy of this great and inspiring religion. How 
much it is philosophy and how much it is theology is difficult to say. 
Both of them deal with the same materials and the exposition of the 
meaning of a theological dogma passes easily into a philosophical 
interpretation, and as Dr. Thomas of Cambridge University, to whom 
I am also indebted for some valuable suggestions, says '"All Indian 
philosophy is at the same time theology and religion". · But what 

justifies the title of my work is the angle, the view point, from which 

I have approached Sikhism. 

In my treatment of the subject I have done my best to conceal 
the fact of my being a Sikh by birth, training and now a deep-rooted 
rational conviction. I fed that only such an impassionate criticism 
of people's beliefs can lead ro the advancement of knowledge and 
to the mental and spiritual uplift of the holders of those beliefs. 

But the prejudices and the inclinations of a writer are cleverer than 
his 'censor' and they enter into his writings so imperceptibly and 

unconsciously that it remains for die reader to judge how far the 
writer has succeeded in exercising a rational check on his biased 

opinions issuing forth from his deep-rooted sentiments. 

While expounding and explicating the problems in hand I have· 
in some places, indulged in comparisons between che concepts held 
by the Guru and those held by some Western thinkers. Sometimes 

the latter are quoted just to corroborate the idea under discussion. 
I realise that this was not very necessary and could be safely avoided. 

I have done so in the hope that such a comparison may render an 
Eastern concept more intelligible to the Western or a non-Sikh 
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reader. There will also be found a few terms which the reader will 
find either quite new or not used _in their traditional connotation. 
Wherever I have felt I have tried to explain the new term. I con
dude with the request to all the readers to send their suggestions 
and views even though they may be diametrically opposed to my own. 
They will ~ertainiy be welcomed and I am sure to benefit by them. 

Two great souls who were anxious to see. this book in the hands 
of the public arc no longer in our midst. I have honoured myself and 

the book by dedicating it to one of them. The other was for some 
time a Christian missionary in the Panjab and later on worked as a 
Reader in the University of London. He was Dr. T: Grahame Bailey, 

the famous scholar of Urdu, Panjabi and Hindi in that University. 
I have mentioned these names to pay my homage and express my 

gratitude to them. I am thankful to many more friends who at various 
stages helped me and guided me in this task. The name of S. Jiwan 
Singh, r-.fA., deserves a special mention here, for, but for his courage 
this book might not have seen the light of the day in these hard 
times of very high rates. I thank Prof. Pritam Singh ·who spared 
time to help me in reading the proofs of the book. 

Go11ernment College, 
Ludhiana, 

May 16, 1944. 

SHER SINGH, 
M.A., Ph.D., GYANI. 
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THE ABSTRACT. 

It is the first attempt at the philosophisation of the Sikh religion 
on Western lines. The material from which this philosophy is con
structed lay scattered in the Sikh scriptures written in Medieval 
Panjabi in the Gurmukhi script. The work containing about 85 
thousand words is divided into four main parts. 

The introductory part begins with a brief review of different 
literary movements dealing with Sikhism from the days of its origin 
in the 16th century down to our own time~. Then follows a chapter 
on the founders of Sikhism with a description of the environments 
in which they conceived their ideals and a discussion of some tra
ditions and biographical controversies. The third chapter of this 

part gives an account of the sources of the material for this work. 

The second part is devoted to a discussion of the sources of 
Sikhism. The alleged notion of Sikhism being a branch of Hinduism 
has been disputed. By means of comparison and on the basis of internal 

and external evidence an attempt has been made to show that Sikhism 

whilst presenting a new synthesis of ideas has as its back ground not 

Hinduism which, is a vague notion, but Vedantism, Saivism, 
Vaisnavism, Buddhism, Siddhisrn (the System of Gorakh), Islam, and 
perhaps Christianity and other systems of thought both of Indian 
and n01,-Indian origin. 

Then comes a critical survey of the philosophy of Sikhism both 
theoretical and practical. In part Ill after a careful analysis of 
the Granthic hymns the Guru's ideas have been systematised on 
the following subjects : God, His historical and attributive names 
and their implications; Cosmology; Man and his destiny. It has 
been shown that the distinctive contribution of the Guru towards 
the concept of God from th d · · ' · · · · · ld . . e mo ern cnt1c s pomt ot view 1s twofo : 
the soc1ahsed nature of G d d h · · f l d · o an t e aesthetic notion o t 1c e1ty 
These are new facts and have been overlooked by all writers. 

. In the_ field of practical ·philosophy there is again a striking 
departure tram the traditional three margas of India : Karma Bhakti 
and Gya H · · • ' 

n. ere It Is the Wismad marga of the Guru which is 

~pou
nd

ed in the four th part. It is communion with God not with 
• atu_re but through nature-by means of aesthetic intuition, This 
is qmte a new line of I. D'ff 

apptoac 1. 1 erent stages and steps of the 
marga have been briefly described in the last few pages, 
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PART I-INTRODUCTORY 
CHAPTER I 

A BRIEF REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Philosophy and Religion 

RELIGION is older than philosophy. It is the idealisation of the 
finer aspects of the life that human beings at a particular time 

aspire to live. '' Religion must exist and rise up in the soul of man 
prior to finding expression in his words and deeds, customs and 
institutions." 1 Soon after a religion is formulated the critical faculty 
begins to work and ' reason ' wants to know the ' how ' and ' why · 
of the ideals of religion. Sometimes the prophet and the philoso
pher combine in the same person and religion and philosophy become 
intermin~led. This is particularly the case in India, where " philoso
phy and religion more than in any other country go hand in 
hand." 3 The result of this intermixture is not always wholesome. 
Speculative philosophy sometimes spoils practical religion. On such 
occasions the two take somewhat different roads. One makes an 
appeal to the intellect and brain and the other enters into the 
regions of the heart and emotions. They may not exclude each 
other but the emphasis is shifted from theory to practice. The 
religion with the philosophising of which we are concerned here 
deals more with the way in which life is to be lived than with 
the understanding and finding the ultimate meaning of that life. 
It is based more on faith than on pure reason. But faith in order 
to be firm and lasting must have its roots in rational convic
tion The blind faith cannot work long. Sooner or later man 
mus~ rationalise his beliefs. The Adi Granth-the holy book of 
the Sikhs-itself teaches that a Sikh is not to believe the words 
of a teacher unless he himself is convinced of the truth con

tained in those words. 

The Guru's Initiative 

The spirit of critically understanding the doctrines of Sik~ism 
began in the very life of Nanak, the First Guru _of the Sikhs. 
The Guru who in his extensive travels argued with professors 

1. The Living God by Nu.tho.u Soderblom. 
2. E. R. E. 1 God' in, Hinduism, A. S, Gordon. 
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of all religions could not expect people to follow hi_m without 
conviction. The Guru Granth-also known as the Adi _Gra?th-

. · · l d ' Th Siddh Gast ' which 1s the contains a compos1t10n ent1t e e 
versified form of a long philosophical discussion, which the Guru 
had with the Yogis of his time. At Kartarpur, where he settled 
down in the later years of his life, every evening he held a 
congregation in which after devotional son~~ and prayers, he use~. 
to answer to the queries of his disciples. He ever conversed, 
writes M. A. Macauliffe. " on religious subjects and divine measures 
were sung in his presence." 1 

The practice continued in the days of the other Gurus. We 
shall see below how the last Guru started a regular movement 
of philosopher-theologians. Every one of the first five Gurus 
composed some hymns some of which are clearly the answers 
of critical investigations which were at times made by their 
followers. Genuine doubts of faithful devotees have always been 
welcomed even in more orthodox circles. 

Bhai Gurdas's Exposition of Sikhism 

The holy book was now sealed against any, fresh entry, except 
some hymns of the Ninth Guru, which were entered in the 

Granth by Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth Guru of the Sikhs. 
Henceforth there was placed before the public a definite book 
to rely upon. Its teachings bagan to be expounded and studied. 
The attempt to analyse the Sikh teachings on the basis of the 
Granth was made by Gurdas in the days of Guru Arjan. Bawa 
Budh Singh in his ' Hans Chog ' calls Gurdas, the St. Paul of 
the Sikhs. He died in 1629 A.D., that is fifteen years after he 
had finished the writing of the Granth as dictated by Arjan. 

Bhai Gurdas wrote Wars and Kabits, the former in Panjabi 
a~d the latter more or less in Hindi. Some of his verses are 
simply adapt~tions of some hymns of the Granth. "His work," 
as Mohan Smgh writes, " is deemed to hold the key to the Sikh 
spiritual treasury and to make the best and purest Rahat-Nama 
(the code of conduct)." 2 He has been considered to be "the 
gr~atest medieval Punjabi poet outside the H f N k,., 
His w k · di . ousc o ana . 
S"kh or ts ere ted with the " richness of Hindu, Muslim and 

1 cultural scholar h · " R" h l h 
- 5 Ip. 1g t Y e deserves all the praise 
1. 8. R., i, P. 181. 
2. H. P. L., P, 47. 
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showered on him, but this should not disuade us from saying 
that Bhai Gurdas's work is, in fact, an orthodox analysis of Sikh 
beliefs. It is written in the same spirit in which we find ortho
dox expounders of every religion proving the superiority of their 
own faith over every other. Such commentators describe the 
world before the advent of their religious founders as a place 
entirely overtaken by evil, falsehood, darkness, sin and irreligion.1 

As soon as the • enlightened one ' sheds his light the world . 
is turned into heaven, full of truth and virtue. The sin is 
washed away either by the birth of such· a prophet or by his 
suffering for the sake of mankind. Gurdas, virtuous as he became 
under the immediate and personal guidance of his spiritual master, 
projects his internal change to purity and holiness to the whole 
world outside, irrespective of time and space. On the whole 
his work is the best attempt at the orientation and glorification 
of the Sikh religion, at a time when the foundation of the religion 
was still going on and a genius like that of Guru Gobind Singh 
was yet to appear on the stage to give the religion a finishing 
touch. 

Guru Gobind Singh 

After the theological poet, Bhai Gurdas, we have to wait 
for fifty years till we find Gobind Singh, the boy Guru, in the 
company of learned scholars of Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic and 
a host of poets. In his Dasam Granth he shows a close knowledge 
of Hindu mythology and religion, and a comprehensive under
standing of all contemporary systems of thought. He was thus 
fully equipped for the exposition of the Adi Granth. 

Guru Gobind Singh is responsible for two great movements 
in the development of the Sikh religion: one was tl:ie practi~al 
institutionalisation of the Sikh view of life, and the other was 
to supply a theological and philosophical background to the ins
titutional side of the religion. Our present work is not directly 
concerned with his activities in the former sphere. To achieve 
the latter end he gave birth to two classes of people among 
the Sikhs. Theologians and expositors of the Adi Granth came 
to be known as the Gyanis. Scholars of Hindu Philosophy and 
comparative religion were called the Nirmalas, sometimes also 

l. See the I War of Bhai Gurdae, especially stanzas 20-27, 
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known as the Pandits, because of the high learning that they 
possessed. 

The Nirmalas 

Guru Gobind Singh sent five of hi~ Sikhs to Banaras (Benares) 
for the prosecution of classical learning from the aristocratic 
Pandits of that place. The Hindu Pandits would not allow any 
householder to be initiated into their learning. The Guru did not 
want that the old treasury of Indian wisdom and knowledge 
should remain inaccessible to anybody because of his birth or 
position in life. So he selected five disciples of his1 and asked 
them to go to Banaras and to observe all customs necessary for 
the studentship at the feet of the Brahman Scholars. They put 
on Hindu Sadhus' dress and took vows of remaining celibate. 
In due course they became perfect in the knowledge of the 
Vedas and the Shastras. On their return the Guru is said to 
have conferred on them the title of Nirmala2-without impurity. 
Even in character the Nirmalas " bear a far higher reputation 
than most of the other religious orders in the Punjab." 

3 

The sect "mostly turned out scholars of Sanskrit, who, like 
Sankaracharya, rooted themselves in Vedanta, but, unlike him 
flowered in Sikh Bhakti instead of Sanatan image worship and 
caste observance. Immerged in classical learning they could not 
produce anything-unadulterately Sikhism in thought. Ever since 
their rise, they have formed the Sikh literary aristocratic caste 
devoting themselves to the popularisation of Vedanta and the 
philosophisation of Sikhism. As official theologians and philoso
phers of the new creed, they wrote extensively with thought, 
not confining themselves to religion but annexing prosody, medicine 
etc." 4 

till i~ia?h~!~~hp,hi~~o li~~!ttbe 0
~ this sc~ool does not . begin 

' -' orn in the village Sekhaw m the 

1. The names of theses five Sikhs were R G 
Sin~h, Vir Singh and Sobho. Singh F~mb~lngh, KarRm Si!!

1
gh, o.0

nd
8
o. 

R. iii, p. 2188. · r iogrnphical clete.1 s see , , 

2. It is wronp; to say tbo.t the sect of N · 1 4th Guru, Ramdas. Cf.·• Light 0 /~~a 118 started with the birth of the 
tion of "Sn.tye.ro.th Pe.rkasli ,, of Sw rit~hn" p, 410-an English transla
Bhardvaj, Madras, 1982. e.mi ayanand by Dr, ChiranjiWa 

8. E.R. E. 
4. H. P. L., p. 60. 
6. Fdr short biographical noto see G s R .. 

' ' ·I 11, 
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district of Lahore, in the year 1732 AD. He was initiated into 
the classical learning by St. Man Singh1 who was a contemporary 
of Guru Gobind Singh (Vide, G. S. R. IV). He wrote the following 
books: Bhavarsmrit-1777 A.D., Moksh Panth-1778, Adhyatam 
Ramayan-1782, Prabodhchandra Natak-1792. The general trend 
of Gulab Singh in these books is Vedantic. 

Next comes Pandit Sadhu Singh,2 a disciple of Pandit Gulab 
Singh of Girwari in Hoshiarpur (G. S. R. I). Sadhu Singh was 
a great scholar and in his exposition he tried to come nearer 
Sikhism than his predecessor Guiab Singh of Sekhaw. He wrote 
many ·books two of which namely Gursikhia Prabhakar and Sri 
Mukhvak Sidhant Joti were published and distributed free of 
cost by the then Maharaja of Patiala, Narindra Singh by name.3 

These two books are very much praised by the classical 
scholars. The former is philosophical in its outlook and the latter 
is the interpretation of some sel~ct hymns of the Adi Granth, 
which, if rightly understood, says the author, will serve as a key 
m translating and interpreting all the hymns of the holy book.4 

1. For shol't biogrnphicnl note see G. S. R., iv, p. 2886. 
2. For !-!hort biogrnphicnl note sell G. 8. R., i, p. 647. 
3. Copies o[ these books nre rarely to he founrl in th11 Librarie!'I. Pro

bahly th1it explains the omission of the me1,tion of theso books in some 
of the best written hi~tories of Panjtthi htomturo. I con,rnltedthPm with 
courtSllY of my unclo Gyani H1t1·<lit Singh whoRe small bnt select library 
contains some very rn.re 1111tn11scripts on' Sikh Ve<lnntism '. 

4. Most of the Nirmnln \\Titers did rot like their hooks being sold in tho 
mnrket. 'rlioy genernlly quote the following hymn from the Grnnth 
which they sn.y forbids every bo<ly from sellng 1i book dealing witl1 the 
'sacred word '-Gnrbani: " ,voe betide the lifo of those who write 
the N1une to soil it." Surang lei War, Mahala Ip. 1244. 
Muny s1tints will not puulish their uooks even for free distribution, per
haps because they think that the book given free does not go to real 
Adhikaris-really deserving hnnds. Such manuscripts still exist and 
are dearly guarded by their owners. Only if 11. disciple happens to please 
his mnster, the owner of the book, gets access to it and is allowed to 
copy it out, on the condition, that he would not make it very common 
11.nd cheap. 
As for the free distribution of the publisheu books the procedure was 
once related to me by my uncle who had to observe it more than once: 
When the wa~dering scholar comes to know about the book, he goes 
to the so.int, the custodian of the stock, and makes him known of the 
purpose of his visit. The visitor will be asked to stay in the m~nastery 
for a day or two. His general behaviour is observed and 1f found 
upto the mark he is sent for by the incharge of the place wh~ then 
tests his knowledge and scholorship by asking him questions of ph1loso• 
phical nature. After having thus qualified himself both in practice 
nnd theory the visitor is considered to be n. deserving reader of the 
book. The chief saint then washes the visitor's feet feeds him, cleans 
an1l we.shes with his own hands the utensils used by his guest and 
then bowing down before him presents the book with great solemnity, 
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Pandit Tara Singh, the Gurbhai of (the disciple of the same 
teacher as) Pandit Sadhu Singh, was also patronised by Maharaja 
Narindra Singh of Patiala.1 He wrote many books most of which 
are mere commentaries. One of these books is of philosophical 
nature. It is entitled 'Gurmat Nirnai Sagar' and was published in 
1887 A.O. 

Mention may not be made of the two Mimansas of Avtar 
Singh Wahiria, for these books fundamentally differ from the 
basic teachings of Sikhism. The philosophical activities of the 
Nirmala School seem to have come to a close in the twentieth 
century. This appears to have been the effect of the modern 
revival of Sikhism under the influence of the British rule in the 
Panjab. 

This revival began in the form of a regular movement under 
the name of . Singh Sabha. It started in Amritsar in the year 
1872 AD. It was reorganised in Lahore in 1879. Ten years 
after it was renamed Khalsa Diwan, Lahore. Some years later 
on accoun~ of certai~ differences workers at Amritsar organised 
another Diwan which still exists and is known since then as Chief 
Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar. This organisation has done a great deal 
in educating the Sikh community on Western lines. The result 
has been a general awakening in all spheres and the Sikhs have 
become . very self-~onscious. Revival of the Panjabi language, 
reform~tion of their religious places and practices, and growth 
of national fee~ing by means of press and platf~rm are some of 
the recent achievements of the twentieth ce t All h . . n ury. t ese 
forces culmmated mto a rigorous puritanic agitation giving birth 
to the last Akali Movem t Th 1 en . e natura consequence of these 
modern upheavals was that the Nirmala literature h" h 
---·-·-------·-------- , w 1c on account 

1. Th~ credit of establishing thf' Nirmala Akh . ----. --_ - ·-. ----
N1rmnlas with 11. c1::ntri1l ho d . t· . ~la (oigan1s11.tion of the 

a rns 1t,ut1on havmg hr n h . 
places) also goes to Mabara· N . d . a c es at various 

• "" . JR. arm ra Stngh He ct· rl . 
r11Ja .1.advrnrlra Singh the • . · 10 m 1862. Maha-

' re1gnrng prince of Patial . t1 
cessor of Maharaja Narindr 8 . h T a, ti! ie fourth sue-

a mg • he late fath f 
(Maharaje. Bhupindra Singh d 

1938
) er O the present ruler 

th . ' . was generous e h t 
e expences m connection with th bl" . noug o meet all 

cyclopaedia of Sikh Literature p e ~n 1Cat1on of the G. S. R.-the En-
of Nabha had brought out the. trhev~one t~ this the Ml\lwindar Bahndur 
Bb . K o e1 two import t 

111 1ll1an Singh namely th G o.n works of the late 
km·. ' e urmat P7·abhakar and Gm·mat Sudha-
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of the classical training of the authors, always reclined on Brahmani
cal ideology became unpopular.1 

The Western Influence 

The Wes tern spirit was imbibed and a new kind of analysis 
of the Sikh doctrines began. The Singh Sabha movement spread 
and the Sikhs absolutely broke off from the Hindus. This sepa
ratist movement produced Gyani Dit Singh, a forceful writer 
and an impressive speaker. In the press he used his pen suc
cessfully in cleansing the Sikh practices and beliefs from the 
Hindu influence. On the platform he was a formidable adversary 
of Swami Dayanand, the founder of the Arya Samaj. To the 
same attitude of separation from the Hindus we owe books like 
· Ham Hindu Nahin' (We Are Not Hindus) by Kahan Singh, 
1907 ; and • Guru Sahib Ate Ved ' (The Guru and the Ved:is) 
by Jodh Singh, 1911. The other section which was nearly Hinduised 
did not accept this change of the popular front quietly. Some 
books just of the reverse nature of the above were already written. 

If the Sikhs were not Hindus, then the foremost need of 
the time was to prove positively what they were. For this pur
pose. S. Sadhu Singh and Dr. Charan Singh of Amritsar collabo
rated and the Khalsa Tract Society was formed. Bhai Vir Singh, 
the saint and poet-theologian of the Sikhs, has guided the destinies 
of the Society so successfully that it now boasts of many good 
historical and theological works. To the same spirit of crysta
lisation of the Sikh doctrines belong Bhai Kahan Singh's 'Gurmat 
Prabhakar ' 1899 and • Gurmat Sudhakar ' 1900. Sikhi Marag ' is 
another book of a similar nature. These books are more of the 
nature of indexes than a synthetic study of Sikh theology. They 
are very useful in their own way. Tl-fey give a Gurmukhi knowing 

re1der a collection of hymns under so many heads. Not very 

1. Some Western scholnrs acknowledge their indehtedneTsshto tfhc ~i\ruala 
l>anrlits for the exposition of Sikh doctrines to them. us or ins ance 
S,r J. Malcolm (1805 A. D.) Fpeaks of a Nirmnla saint at Cal_cu~ta, whf 
r-xplained to him some sacred hymns nnd tl1e ~oner11_l pTJ~ciples 0 

Sikhism One Nirmala sadhu nnmed Atma. Sini;:-h of Amritsar rnsbructt~ 
Th. Tr~1~r,p, ~he author_ of the Adi _Gr11nth. (18'?7J. ,'fh~ otleH.i ,:~it~~: 
tho Hmd111st1C tendencies oft.he NJrmelas ID h 1i9 O\\rl ~i~e.HiL'dui•m Ly 
(p cxvii1). In course of time they graclnnll\" n_ "f,8e hmv°ednnta ·Thry 
npnlying_their mind to the_S_hastros and e.~p_ecuidl Y .\1~ Hindu n~tions ''. 
are now m a state of trnm;1t1on and d1 epl~ trngr v. 1 . 

D · (]c;)26 ff>) thi> F-) mpn1l11r~ of the 
unng the days of tho Gurrlwnra casrs •. t th S'kht1 New a Lotter 

N1 rmalas '"'.ere very ~uch alienot~rl cl;t~hsnt th:y ~ay ~evive their old 
un_deratn.n_dmg p_re_v!'-1. s. and no "oli t •t the changed circumstances. 
pl11losoph1cal activ1t1es ma new form o aui 
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different from these but decidedly in a much better form was 

written' Gurmat Nirnai' by Professor Jodh Singh in 1932.
1 

' What the Khalsa Tract Society has done in Gurmukhi, the 

Sikh Tract Society is attempting to do in English. But so far 
except a few booklets of Professor Teja Singh and Mr. Caveeshar 
which are historical and interpretational in character, no solid 
literature has been produced by the Society. The Society was 
conceived through a missionary spirit and it is being run by the 
Sikh Graduates, who cherish the high ambition of conveying the 
Guru's message to the English speaking nations. At present they 
are content with small tracts distributed at some annual occasion. 

In 1914 came out two parts of ' History and Philosophy of 
the Sikh Religion ' by Khazan Singh. The first part is devoted 
to the history of the Sikh religion and the second part to its 
philosophy. The general tone of the writer is very much like 
that of the Nirmalas. It is perhaps the first book of its kind 
in English from the pen of an orthodox Sikh writer. Professor 
Teja Singh's Sikhism-Its ideals and institutions-1938, Sikh Studies 
by .Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar, are more welcome editions 
in the field. 

The Gyanis 

We had begun with Guru Gob ind Singh who, it was pointed 
out, had started this academic movement in two ways ; philoso
phical and theological. The above was a summary of the movement, 
although a little bit mixed up, yet leaning more on the philoso
phical side. There now remains a brief account of the theological 
activities of the Sikhs. This infact is the traditional exposition 

of the Sikh scriptures. As we know Guru Gobind Singh himself 
began it. Bhai Mani Singh (d. 1737) was the first man who 

re~eived this training from the Guru.2 He also became the chief 

pnest of the main temple of the Sikhs at Amritsar. He wrote 
a Janam Sakhi (life story) of Nanak. There are other Janam 

1. Bhai Vir Hingh in his introduction to this book sa;s ( .. '). 'J'h . 
fessor hns not used Gnrbuni sim I ns 1 p. XIII · . e pro-
ment~ and n_nsoninp; a superstructfir~ in cfh~m11?\ !o efrhe~t by his ardgu
stnnrhng. His book is not like 1 . ig 1 • o 1s own un er
nrranged the hymns dealing wit! r;era phi_los_oRh1cal works. He hns 
different heads 60 that tiie ide1 

1
1 t[hntGprmcip es of Sikhism under 

there may be a ~atural logical link b 0 n~n may hecome explicit and 
impression of one connected wh 1 ,,etween ddlcrent chapters giving tLe 

2 0 0 • 
. For further information about Bhai Man· s· h' 

v and G. S. R, 1 mg s life see S. R. vols, i, iv, 
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Sakhis too. The authorship of one is attributed to Bala, a disciple 
and constant companion of Nanak. Another is said to have been 
written by somebody in the days of the Sixth Guru.1 

All such biographies of Nanak are partly legendary and partly 
based on facts. Later Bhai Santokh Singh (b. 1788) wrote his 
great work in 1843 entitled Gurprat.ip Surya. Nanak Prakash 
is another important work of his. These deal with the lives of 
all the ten Gurus.2 The Sikhs had no epics and the big volumes 
of this Gurpratap Surya very successfully serve as the Maha
bharata and the Ramayana of the new community. In poetry, 
diction, imagination, and description of detail, this Suraj Parkash, 
as it is popularly known, sometimes even surpasses its Hindu 
predecessors. Panth Prakash of Ratan Singh and works of Gyani 
Gyan Singh complete the chain of the classical works on Sikh 
history. 

We have drifted away from the theological group. We were 
discussing the origin of the Sampardai Gyanis. This class we saw 
began with Mani Singh who was trained in the art of exposition o-: 
the Sikh scriptures by the last Guru himself. Manysuch Gyani.s 
are now met with among the Sikhs. They all trace the origin of 
their theological knowledge through Mani Singh to Guru Gobind 
Singh. They now form many groups and the chief headquarters 
of all of them are only two : one at Damdama-Guru Ki Kanshi3 

l. For detailed account of the chronology and authorship of these Junam 
Sakhis see Puratan Janum Sakhi (Introduction and foot note on page 
144) published by Bhai Vir Singh, Amritso.r, 1981. 

2. Very often in a Sikh temple the sacred mn'lic and congregational songs of 
the the morning o.re followed by the exposition of some sacred hymn. 
Generally the spare time in the afternoon or after the evening service is 
ueed for the reading of the religions history of the Sikhs. Tnis twofold 
exposition of Sikh religion and history, the former based first on the 
Adi Gm.nth and later ulso shured by the Dasam Granth, the latter con

sisting in reading aloud of J anam Sakhis form more or less a regular 
feature of Sikh service in the Gurdwaras and Dharmsnlne. The Janma 
Sakhis ever since ttie o.ppearo.nce of Santokh Sing h's works, seem to be 

• · g way to Nanak Prakash o.ndjGur Pro.tap Surya. The expositional g1v10 
work is in the hands of the So.mparda.i Gyanis. 

. the pince where Guru Gobind Singh taught Mani Singh. The 
8 This was G 

' . G ki Kanshi was Riso given to the pince by the great urn. 
title of nru . . 

d 
·t the centre ofclnssical learning JUSt as Kanslu-Benare..s~ 

He ma e 1 . 
was the seat of Hindu learmng. 
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in the Patiala State and the other at Amritsar.1 Some such 
Saint-Professors of Sikh theology continue moving from one 
place to another. In doing so they aim at rendering twofold 
service to the community. They give some insight into 
the Sikh principles to the general public and they also give 
opportunities at the very doors of such persons who want to 
specialise in the Sampardaik-traditional-knowledge, but cannot 
remain away from home for a long time.2 There are still some 
seholars3 who carry on this traclitional wandering university in 
spite of so many institutions running on Western lines. 

The literature produced by this theological school is by no 
means small.4 Generally they have written translations and com
mentaries on some important compos1t1ons of the Adi Granth. 
Raja Bikram Singh of Faridkot (1842-98) secured the services 

I. I ~llve. corn~ across thll gcneology of one group of these tra<litiohe.l 
Gyan1s which 1s es follows: (G. G. IC-XV):-

Sri Gurn Gobin,! Singhji Sahib 
I 

Bhai H_ez~ra Si<lghji 
(Pandit and Gynni) 

Bhtti Vi
1
r Singhji 

(Amritsar) 

Bhai Mani Singhji 
I 

Bhe.i Deewo.n Singhji 
I 

Bhe.i K11.ul Singhji 
I 

Bhai Jo.sea Singhji 
. I 

Bha1 Chanda Singhji 
I 

Bhai DnA Singhji 

-------(S-a-in_t_n_1r Vimkt) 

Bhai Am! r Singhji 

St. Bhai Falah Chanclji 

St, Bho.i SaJgat Singhji 
(Ko.ma.lia) 

( 

Bhn.i Bhag~van Singbji 

2. The.life ~nd activities of one snch tiaint 
iri_ter ID t;he form o[ a, book entitled I xrof~BBJ~1' are tecorded by the 
t 1e the b1ogrn.phy of St. Gye.ni 8 1 m8.rit 1wa.n' published )984 

3 . unc nr •ngh Bhindranwala, ' 
. I know of one Gyam Gurbnchn.n S" I 

swells te 150 students ing 1 whos!l wandering r • . g oup somet1mas 
4. If the Nirmo.la scholnrs infl 

tre.ditione.l Gyanis have uenced Malcolm n.nd Tru 
tho great work af M. :ot m~1r.h to do with tlrnpp, ~h_c school of the 
t.heir assistance l. o.cauhffe, who ha 111 sp1r1t and tone of 

• • 9 gratefully acknowledged 
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of some traditional Gyanis who wrote by collaboration a voluminous 
commentary of the Granth which was published in different parts, 
each as big as the original Granth in Gurmukhi. 

Works in Persian 

Without touching upon those literary activities I of the Sikhs 
which fall out of our present survey, let us now turn to books 
in Persian, the writers of which belong to all ages since the 
time of the Guru and to all communities-Muhammadans, Hindus 
and Sikhs. Such writers also include some grear Moghul kings 
whose memoirs make some passing remarks about the infant 
religion. But all these Persian works even including Dabistan
i-Mazahib by Muhsan Fani (1645), are of historical nature. The 
works of Bhai Nand Lal namely: Jot Bikas, Zindgi Nama, Tausif
o-Sana, Ganj Nama, Insha-i-Dastur, Aruz-ul-Alfaz, belong to a 
different category. The author was born at Ghazni-outside India 
in Afghanistan-in the year 1633 A.D. He was a scholar of Arabi~ 
and Persian. He felt interested in Sikhism from the pious lite 
of his wife who came from a Sikh family in Multan. His love 
for Guru Gobind Singh induced him to go to Anandpur wh€re 

he got Amrit (baptism) from the Guru. He became an ardent 
disciple and a sincere lover of the Guru. His charming and 
fascinating poetry in his Diwan and the Khatima excite a very 
passionate devotion to the person of the Tenth Guru. It 1s 
really interesting how sometimes some faithful Sikhs begin to 
feel a genuine ecstacy when they hear from the musicians his 

1. These nctivitieil ~can be grouped under two heads. In ono group we 
havo those books tho impetus for which cnmo from the study of geJJerel 
English liceratnre nnd the Sikh writer>', i~~pi~c of tho lnck of 11d
eqnnte encouragement, are zealously producmg hter1~t11r0 1_mder n !!rent 
national sentiment. Tnis includes poetry! drn~a, fiction, b1qn'11_ph_y nnd 
travels <'tc. n.nd also some b-.:-gks on special s91enc,es nnd trl'hnical_ snb
jocte. 'l'he cflorts and patronngo · <;>f the P\mJnb Govern1:1ent A'.lv1s~ry 
Board for books deserve a s1Joc1al ment10~ .. Tho ~11nJab Ulllvers1ty 
has n.lso decided to encourage tho enterpr1~mg writers by mcens of 
handsome cash prizes. The second type _of htcrnture pro<li~ce<!_by the 
Sikhs is historical in character. The first a~tempts of th1es ~md go 
as far bnck as the Gurus themse_lves, whose lives insplre<l thP_1r S1~~s 
to write their Jnnam Sn.kliis (Life sketches). ~II such books \h\PIO 
· I b innin tin ed with mythology. A bncf _nccount of t _ ese 
ID t_ Y:· t~~ical ,~orksg of the 17th and the 18th centuries h_ns beC'n given 
semi- is . in tho Sikh Religion and Adi Grnnth res-
by Mn.cauhff and Trumpp · t'fi Separate departments 
poctively. Mod~rn a_ttem1;>t5 are fa°:e0 b~ii ~P~~ed both in the l\halea 
for research~s lil Si~h s1stsikh National College, Lahore under the 
College Amritsar an .16 d historians The department ut Khalsa 
able guidanc~ of expderiensce G ndn. Singh Kewal bas alroady publish. 
College Amritsar un er • a 
ed 80rr{0 very original works, 
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Persian couplets like : " Both the worlds are ensnared into 
the lasso of the beautiful curls of my fairy-faced beloved. All 
paradises and heavens are not worth a single. lock of the Guru." 
The works of Goya-the nom de plume of Nand Lal-apart from 
the mystic love that they breathe and a philosophical colouring 
which he has given them, cannot be taken as an analysis of 
Sikhism. His Zindgi Nama and Tankhah Nama are mere Rabat 
Namas which should be classed with other similar works under 
the social code of the Sikhs. 

Under the Sikh Rule 

One might expect that just as Buddhism became a living 
force under Asoka in whose reign it spread far and wide, similarly 
Sikhism might have got a new impetus in the days of Sikh Super
macy and the rule of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (d. 1839). In the first 
place the Sikh rule never came to a stage when the Sikhs could 
free their minds from· political struggle and could thus attend calmly 
and peacefully to the propagation and crystalisation of their 
religious doc.trines and practices. The Sikh chiefs and especially 
Ranjit Singh continued to observe practices, which either in 
origin were Hindu but later were ' Sikhised ' or in origin were 
Sikh but in course of time became Hinduised. 

Hinduism as history has shown is so wonderfully tolerant 
that if a new faith becomes a little negligent, it atonce first 
~ecogni~es it as it~ ~wn, then adapts it and in the end devours 
It. It 1s due to this absorbant power '-to borrow a phrase from 
Dr. Betty Heima~n•s new book on Indian and Western Philoso
phy-that the_ faith of the native aborigines of India exists no 
more except 1~ so~e form within Hinduism and same is nearly 
true of Buddhism m India. Religions totally foreign in . . 
as I 1 z · · ongm 
f Hs _amd. . oroastnamsm, Christianity do not yet realise how much 

o m msm has crept into them 1 Th 
f S"kh" b · e process of hinduisation 

o i ism egan soon after the Tenth Guru E . 
S"kh b · • · ver smce the i s were usy m their struggle for • 
------. . ----~ence. Naturally they 
1. Mac~1col 1n his book (L. R. I.) points out how ::.-:--.--------= 

1';1<l 1an Islam and Indinn Christin.nit H Hinduism has influenced 
Sindh_ to show how Sindhi Muslims f~ilo, II' q~J°tes from Gnzetto of 
lrne m B~ngal? says W. CrookCl. EvCln i lU n practices. Same is 
b:\ pr~Tbedl m. some Muslim circles. si tw 1ays of J ahangir Sutti 
fi O 

• • e n<liR. We Served" s11.ys th a ter Lawrence in his 
n~ a ~mgle true Muhammadan in K11sh . at an Arab Muslim did not 

~a!hol1e\pre:eJent. Untouchabh1 Chr~~i~n Among Indian Christians 
to ea.t ;r ~~oke ;irh·~h sometimes Christian: ;;eh _no, t _received in a 

em, •g 1er castes refuso 
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became negligent of the doctrinal side of t,heir religion. Sir 
A. C. Lyall in his ' Asiatic Studies ' observes : " As the Sikhs 
rise in the political and the social world. they are less inclined 
to separate themselves from the general. body of Hindus." 1 

Ranjit rose in that hinduised Sikhism and~led his life accordingly. 
On his birth and death both Hindu and Sikh ceremonies were 
performed. Even the heartless ceremony of Sati, so strictly for
bidden by the Guru, was performed at his death. A pathetic 
description of the burning of his living queens has been given 
by a French eye-witness, John Martin Honigberger.2 Ranjit was 
a king and he tried to make the Sikh religion kingly. The 
supply of marble, precious stones, gold, large estates and costly 
canopies for the Sikh Gurdwaras were considered by him to be 
the means of serving Sikhism. 

A reaction came in the form of the Namdhari Movement. 
Baba Ram Singh, the leader of this new organisation-also known 
as the Kukas, laid great stress on simplicity, no pomp and show 
and no magnificent buildings for temples. The inner life of medi
tation and. singing of sacred songs were considered the best form 
of worship ; no lectures, no theological expositions and no philo
sophies. The background still remained half Hindu. Neither the 
essentially materialistic tone of Ranjit Singh, nor the deep religious 
consciousness of the Namdharis helped the Sikhs to visualise 
the true concepts of their religion. The former disappeared from 
the world stage a century ago and will neither be remembered 
as the Asoka nor as the Aurangzeb of Sikhism ; the spirit of 
the latter still continues and his followers have formed a new 
sect but on the side of theological or philosophical literature 
we have yet to see what the coming generations of the Namdharis 

will do for Sikhism. 3 

Wes tern Scholars 

Before I conclude this chapter it will be worthwhile to survey 
rapidly some of the books written by European scholars. Except 
a few books in French and German languages, all these ~oaks ~re 
written in English. The earliest mention_!!_£ the Sikhs 111 English 

--

1. A.;iiatic Studies by A. C. Lyall, 1899, µ.144. h h 1862 
2 Th. ·t five years in the East by John MMtin Honig erg er, · 
a: Fo;\:ore details see" Gnrdwara Reform Movement" by Professor Teja 

Singh, pp. 86-41, 



14 

literature has so far been traced to a letter written by the British 
Envoys from Delhi dated 10th of March 1716. They saw a pro
cession of 780 Sikh prisoners marching through the streets of 
Delhi with two thousand bleeding heads borne aloft on poles. 
"The Sikhs vied with one another for precedence in death." 
The reference concludes with the following remark :-" There 
are one hundred each day beheaded. It is not little remarkable 
with what patience they undergo their fate, and to the last it 
has not been found that one has apostatised from the new formed 
religion." 1 These were the days of the Moghul Emperor Farrukh 
Siyur ; eight years after the death of the last Guru. This re
ference is not of much importance for our present purpose. Nor 
are the travels of George Forster (1798) and Memoirs of George 
Thomas by William Franklin (1803), of any significance. A student 
of the philosophy of Sikhism may also skip, except for a few 
remarks here and there, other works dealing with the political 
history of the Sikhs. Earliest of these books is Sir John Malcolms 
' A Sketch of the Sikhs ' (1812), but for the best history of the Sikhs 
we have to wait till 1849 when the first edition of J. D. Cunn
ingham's work came out. 

On the religious side the first attempt to understand the Sikh 
doctrines was made by H._ H. Wilson whose article entitled " An 
Account of the Civil and Religious Institutions of the Sikhs " was 
published in 1848 in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
Vol. IX, Later he also included a mention of the Sikh religion 
in his book ' Sketch of the Religious Sects of the Hindus •. Dr. 
E. Trumpp does not attach much importance to these works. 
" The religious system of the Sikhs ", he writes, " has been 

treated already by different writers, but in such general terms 
that but little can be gathered from them. Even H H w·1 ' 
· h · " Sk . . 1 son, 
m 

1
~ etch of the Religious Sects 9f the Hiddus II has very 

cautiously handled this matter and contented h' If . h ff 
• 1mse wit o er-
mg a few short, though pertinent remarks about it. All these 
authors had not read the Granth themsel b . . 
f . ves ut received the m-ormat1on they gave from second h d . . . 
d f · 1 an ' It Is therefore partly e ect1ve, part y labouring under mistakes. 11 2 

The Adi Granth of Dr Ernest T 
· rumpp, from which this quota-

1. Early records of British India b J T W 
2. A. G., p. xcvii. Y · · hooler, London, 1878, 
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tion has been taken was brought out in 1877. This was, in fact, 
a partial translation of the Granth. Out of r total of 15575 stanzas 
Trumpp translated 5719, roughly one-third of the whole book. "I 
have spent," writes the author, seven years on the elaboration 
of this volume, the task proving infinitely more arduous than I 
had ever imagined." About this work of Dr. Trumpp some years 
later Mr. Macauliffe wrote : A portion of the Granth Sahib was 
translated some years since by a German missionary at the expense 
and under the auspicies of the India Office, but his work was 
highly inaccurate and unidiomatic, and further more gave mortal 
offence to the Sikhs by the odium theologicum introduced into 
it. Whenever he saw an opportunity of defaming the Gurus, the 
Sacred book, and the religion of the Sikhs, he eagerly availed 
himself of it." 1 

The next serious attempt was that of Mr. Macauliffe, just 
now quoted. This was his self-imposed task and he undertook it 
at a great personal sacrifice. The Oxford University Press pub
lished his voluminous work entitled " The Sikh Religion " in six 
volumes in 1909. About these two works Professor Max Muller, 
the great Sanskrit scholar later wrote in his Auld Lang Syne : "It is 
a pity that we possess so little information about the original 
Sikh reformers. Their sacred book the Granth Sahib exists, nay it 
has even been translated by the late Dr. Trumpp. But it turns out 
now that Dr. Trumpp was by no means a trustworthy transla
tor. The language of the Granth is generally called the old 
Panjabi ; and it was supposed that a scholar who knew modern 
Panjabi might easily learn to understand the language as it was 
four hundred years ago. But this is not the case. Mr. Macauliffe, 
who has spent many years among the Sikhs, and has with the 
help of their priests paid much attention to their Granth Sahib, 
has given us some most interesting and beautiful specimen of their 

poetry, which form part of their sacred book." 2 

These two authors, Dr. Trumpp and Mr. Macauliffe, have 
much influenced later European writers. Dorothy Field's " The 
Religion of the Sikhs " is based almost entirely on Macauliffe. 
In spite of some inaccuracies and shortcomings Trumpp t_oo ~as 
succeeded in attracting some followers. Publi<:__:>Peakers,_ university 

_______________ _____.!. _________________ _ 

I. S. R., i, p. vii. 
8. S. R., i, p. :x:v, 
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lecturers and writers of articles on Sikhism adopt one or the 
other as their favourite author. Barth, Carpenter, Bloomfield, 
Macnicol and Widgery may be cited as examples. 

None of these works satisfies the philosophic instinct of a 
critic. " Sikh philology ", writes Mr. M. Bloomfield in the • Studies 
of the History of Religions', "of the remoter future will grate
fully remember Mr. Macauliffe's work, but it will remember it 
as a great work of orientation rather than a critical analysis of 
Sikh teachings or an unprejudiced history of the development 
of the Sikh nation." 1 

With such a past the present work begins. 

1. Studies in the llistory n , . •. . . . 
1912; of L\eligions edited by D ·t--- -·-· d. n F~-'-"' 

. yon an u. , .w.oore1 



CHAPTER II 

FOUNDERS OF SIKHISM 

A-Chat9-cteristics of the Age of Nanak 

ENVIRONMENTS have got much to do in moulding man's outlook 
on life. They affect us both positively and negatively. Man 

is an agent and not a mere slave of events happening around 
him. He is not a passive being in the continuum of nature-an 
event among other events. He actively engages himself with the 
events of nature ; and thus on account of some inherent limitations, 
is either moulded by his surroundings or where he finds himself 
competent he moulds the very surroundings which try to moultlr 
him. So that if nature has equipped a man to an extraordinary 
extent, as for instance the prophets are believed to be, we find 
something like a revolution in the ideas and doings of such specially 
equipped men. However revolutionary they may be, their ideas 
and ideals, practices and activities can only be explained by 
reference to conditions under which they conceived those ideals 
and under which they tried to put them into practice. This 
naturally brings us to the study of the characteristics of the age 
in which the founders of Sikhism preached and practised· their 
beliefs. On this subject information is available both from the 
Gurus themselves and from their contemporaries, Sikhs and non
Sikhs. We shall now have some idea of the religious, political and 
social conditions of the time. 

Religious 

While describing the religious conditions of his time Nanak 
once addressing a disciple of his, Bhai Lalo by name, said : 0 Lalo, 
modesty and religion have disappeared and falsehood is reigning. 
The Muhammadan priest-Qazi, the Hindu priest-Brahmin, have 
both given up their duties and the devil is performing marriage 

monies Women of both the religions, Muhammadan and cere · . 
H

. d high and low, in great affliction and suffermg call upon 
1n u, d , h 
d O Nanak they sing the paean of murder an smear t em-

Go · h . f h · h the saffron of blood. Nanak sings t e praises o t e 
selves wit . . . 

• (G d) in the city of the dead and makes this utterance . 
Sahib 0 

17 



18 

He who created all, assigned to them their positions and Himself 
remains unpolluted and watches all this. That Master is true 
and He meets out true justice to all.1 

A modern Hindu scholar has given a vivid description of 

the general condition of the Hindus of those days. The follow
ing is from his book : " The condition of" the Hindus in the 
Punjab was, in fact, most deplorable. The popular religion about 
the time of Nanak's birth, was confined to peculiar forms 
of eating and drinking, peculiar ways of bathing and painting 
the forehead and other such mechanical observances. The wor
ship of idols whenever they were permitted to exist, pilgrimage 
to the Ganges and other sacred places, whenever they were 
allowed, the observance of certain ceremonies like the marital 
and funeral rites, the obedience to the mandates of Brahmins and 

lavishing charitable gifts on them, constituted almost the whole 
of Hinduism, as it was then current among the masses. The 
priest alone could study the scriptures and to them were accessi
ble the higher truths and consolation of Hindu philosophy. Even, 
they, however, had fallen to the dead level of Scribes and 

Pharisees. Some of them still had the scriptures by heart, but in 

their practical life they were just the opposite of what they 

were required to be by their scriptures. They were required to 
be good shepherds to their flocks, but the only function of shep
herd they performed was to fleece their flocks. As for adminis
tering to their spiritual needs : • The hungry sheep looked up 
and were not fed.' The springs of true religion had been choked 
up by weeds of unmeaning ceremonial, debasing superstitions, the 
selfishness of the priests and the indifference of the people. Form 

h~d su~planted the reality and the highly spiritual character of 

Hmdmsm had been buried under the ostentatious paraphernalia 
o_f sects. The centuries of invasion, foreign misrule and persecu

~10n_ had produced ~he greatest depression and the spiritual sub-
Ject1on and stagnation had aggravated tl1e demo 1· · · ra 1sat1on to an 
enormous degree. This was the condition in which G N k 
f d h H · d ,, 2 uru ana oun t e m us. 

Nanak says in Asa Di War 3 h h H 
t at t e indu mind has become 

1. Gk. G 1 ~- 723, Til11.Dg Mahal11 I: Jaisi main 
H.n gum we Lalo: ...... 2-3-6. - awai khasm ki bar;ii taisra 

2· Dr. G. C. N arang in T. 0. S., p. 6. 
3· G. G-, P, 470, Rag Asa. Mah l I · N'l b 

amal kia : XIII. a a · " 1 nstar le kapre pahre Turk Pathar;ii 
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so very slavish that in all ways of life it has yielded to the 
Muhammadan way of thinking. In fact, on account of forcible 
subjection hypocricy, weakness of mind, extreme humility leading 
to cringing servility had entered the Hindu character. 

On the other side the followers of Islam-the religion of the 
rulers of India at the time-had become extremely intolerant. 
The Guru in the Basant Rag says that even the shrines of God 
are taxed. Ala-ud-Din, a Muhammadan ruler in the fourteenth 
century once asked his Qazi about the Muhammadan Law pre
scribed by the Hindus. The Qazi replied, " Hindus are like the 
earth, if silver is demand('d from them, they ought with greatest 
humility offer gold. And if a Muhammadan desires to spit into a 
Hindu's mouth, the Hindu should open it wide for the purpose. 
God created Hindus to be the slaves o{ the Muhammadrns. 
The Prophet hath ordained that, if the Hindus do not accept 
Islam, they should be imprisoned, tortured and finally put to 
death '. At this the monarch smiled and said he had not been 
waiting for the interpretation of the sacred law. He had already 
issued an order that Hindus should only possess corn and. c::,arse 
clothes sufficient to last them f~r six months." 1 Conditions had 
not improved in the days of the Lodhis. The Granth itself con
tains passages describing in their own words the tortures to which 
Kabir and Namdev2 were subjected. Ibrahim Lodhi could not 
tolerate the free thinking of the innocent saints. 

Bhai Gurdas definitely says that Hindu temples were des
troyed and mosques constructed in their places.3 Brahmins and 
Mullas have both forgotten their holy books and they are fasci
nated by the devil.4 The people had become selfish, narrow
minded, proud and cynical.' The religion in both the cases con
sisted only in externality. The result was that religion no longer 

1. The oppression of the rulers of these days, their atroci~ics _and tor
tures have been described hy some Muhnmmacl!l-n lustormns and 
other contemporary writers of the age. See S. R. 1, XLI-L and Gyan 
Singh's To.warikh Khalsa. 

2, G. G., p. 1166, Rag Bhairon, N nm Dev : 
Sultan Puche sun be Nn.ma-28-1-10. 

3. W. G., 6-20-1 : 
Thakur duiire dhiihi ke tin thanri mo.sit nsiirii ...... 

4. W. G., 6-21-1: 
Ved Kateb bhnlai lie mobe liilach duni so.tone ...... 

6. W. G., 3-21-1: . . _ 
Khncli bo.kbili tako.bbari kincho tan lmren dhing 11tie , .. , .. 
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guided its bdievers ·to truth and righteousness. · Nanak after 
·having realised this state of the people's mind declared. " There 
is no Hindu and no Musalman." 

To explain in terms of psychology the mental condition of 
the dominated and the dominant communities of India of those 
days, we can say that each had become a prey to ·the animal 
instincts of self-abasement and self-assertion respectively. In the 
case of the one the long standing foreign yoke of terror and 
cruelty had reduced them to extreme servility and they had lost 
all sense of self-respect and of confidence in themselves and their 
gods. The other community thought too much of themselves, so 
much so that either the very right of existence was being denied 
to those who did not believe in their faith, or if they were allowed 
to exist they were simply considered as means to their selfish ends. 
What Kant in his ethics1 and Rousseau in his politics 2 would 
have considered most undesirable, was adopted by the dominant 
community as the orily meritorious act in the eyes of God. 
Humanity was being used ever as a means and never as an end. 
The pity was that people were allowing themselves to be used 
as such. In the French philosopher's sense they were denying to 
themselves the right of being men. As today, so then, a religion 
of revolution was needed, which " would not be of the · kind 
that just'ified things as they were, but rather of· the kind that 
put down the tyrant from his seat and raised up the humble 
and m:eek and· would really change civilisation and society • in the 
only · way they could be permanently changed-by changing the 
pictures in m:an's min'ds and by revolutionising their thoughts,an'd 
wills." 3 

Social 

The soc~al aspect of Indian life in the sixteenth centuty was 
no~ much satisfactory. The Brahmin quite submissive to his Muslim 
neighbour was tyrannical against his own SU:dra brother. Tulsidas, 
1. Cf. Kant: 

•· So act as to trent hume.nity,' \vhether in thine ' · 
of any other, in every case as an end w·th 1 own person or m that 
Kant's Theory of Ethics by T. K. Abbott, 1 a., never as means only," 

2, Cf. Rousseau : 

" To ren':nmce liberty is to renounce th l . . .. 
of hnma.n,tv. lll1U even its duties,, Th qus ltr of manhood, tbe'r1ghts 
by Rose M. Harrington. · 0 oo1al Contract, translated 

B. D,·, W. R. Me.thews, Dean. of. p l' . h' . 
27-12-86. au e, m · 1s · Christmas, Message on 
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a Hindu poet of medieval India in his Ram-Charit-Manas a book 
of which Dr. Farquhar writes that " it has probably influenced a far 
larger number of Hindus in these last three centuries than any 
other work", and that the Brahmin is the very root of the tree of 
piety, the destroyer of sin." " A Brahmin ", he says, " must" be 
honoured though devoid of every virtue and merit ; but a Sudra 
never, though distinguished for every virtue and learning." 1 The 
tyranny of the Brahmin did not so much express itself in the use of 
sword-although such a use of sword was not absolutely extinct 
in history2-as his Mulla brother did against the • infidels ', but the 
wise and the • non-violent ' brain of the high caste adopted the 
more dangerous weapon of social•exclusion, contempt and hatred 
so that the Chandal was treated as even • less than a dog '.3 

The condition of women was not much better than that of the 
unhappy Sudra. The very fact that God had created them as 
women deprived them of entering into heaven or attaining 
any salvation. They must be born as men to get release from 
the transmigration of .souls. The Muslims had imprisoned their 
women within the four walls of the house. Open air and other 
outside gifts of nature were either denied to them or only a 
closely guarded participation was allowed under a thick covering of 
Burqa. The birth of a daughter in a family was a sign of mis
fortune. The idea had led to infanticide. Satti-widow-cremation 
was practised. Muslims too in the days of Jahangir are said to 
be following (it must be in very rare cases) this vicious custom. 

Political 

The political administration under the Lodhis and some late~ 
· Moghuls was still worse. There were some · measures of benefit 
but they were just· the exception to prove the law of lawless
ness. Sayyid Muhammad Latif describes the political condition 

of the days of the later Moghuls when Sikhism got it~ final touch 
at the hands of Guru Gobind Singh, in the followmg words : 
" C ti'on degradation and treachery stalked openly through 

orrup , k' d · 
d C f · d disorder of every m · ran not over the Ian . on us10n an . . 

d b d h f the Empire The country was desolate , 
the length an rea t O • 

1. L. R, I., P· 67• Brnhmanical fanaticism is that which 
2. R. I., Footnote, p. lBt~: 1~a

1
~{~

1
y\na, VII ch. 74-76, where Ramo. cfuts 

inspired the narro. ive O · 1 surprises performing penances or• 
off the head of a Cudm whom io 
bidden to his caste. 

H. R. I.,p.119, ~ 
~~\\,F n;- ~ 111, .~ 
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and vice, cruelty, extravagance and profligacy overspread its surface. 
Strife became chronic and anarchy reared its head everywhere. 
The money which enabled the Moghul and his Omerahs to embellish 
their palaces, was wrung from helpless people in the interior of 
the country. The land was farmed out to contractors who exer
cised their arbitrary power to satisfy their cupidity, and these 
had in their turn to disgorge to the Imperial Treasury a portion 
of their plunder, if they could not bribe the officers who had 
access to the throne. Murders of the most horrible type, robberies 
of a most outrageous and shocking character, were the order of 
the day. Honour, justice and positio~ were bought and sold. 
The rulers of the land were itmk in voluptuousness and pollution 
of a most revolting description and immersed in an abyss of 
enfeebling debauchery." 1 

This as I have said was about the time of the Tenth Guru 
who to fight these conditions had to take up a sword. In the 
Granth we have hymns of Nanak which give an idea of the 
conditions of his own time. Speaking in . general he writes in 
one place, " The bad times are prevailing and men have faces 
like dogs who eat carrion. They bark in the form of uttering 
falsehood and have lost all consideration for virtue. Those whose 
lives are not honourable shall surely suffer a bad name after 
death." 2 

We could not find a condemnation in stronger words when 
he says: The kings have become man-eaters, their officials behave 
like dogs-they lick blood and eat flesh of people.3 In another 
place : The Kali-Yuga is like a large knife, the Rajas are the 

butchers, religion having made itself wings has flown away. There 

is (now) the darkest night of falsehood and it is impossible to 
see the moon of truth h · h . 

( w ere it as nsen.4 Searchin~ about the 
moon of truth) I became bewildered I d k . 

• n ar ness there is no 

1. H. P. S., p. 498. --------- --------

2. G. G., p. 1241, Sarnng ki Wnr Mah 1 I . 
K 1. J . ' e. a • 

a 1 101 kute muhi khaJ· ho- d-
B G G a mur ar, 14 

. . ·•. p. 12e7, W nr Male.r ki Mah I I .. 
R h. h a a · 

aJe 8 1r:i ir.uqacldam kutte ...... 
4, The translation of th. . 

~~~ Ft1adhoo\ is. 1~:~:~0 
(the a~;kc~::r·. f iterally trans luted it will 

G. G Ip \~6 ewt e 1n~uence of the for mg)1t hf the month) ; truth is 
·, • 

1 e.r MaJh Mahala I : Kur mA.er t e latter is not visible. 
me.vae ...... Salolia XVI. 
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way seen ! Being given to egotism in (my) heart I weep m 
pain.1 Nanak says in what manner shall salvation be affected? 2 

The Guru himself suffered a few days' imprisonment during 
the invasion of Babar. He himself had seen what a devastation 
had been caused by the First Moghul's attack. " They who wore 
beautiful tresses and partings of whose hair were dyed with 
vermillion, have their locks now shorn with scissors and dust 
is thrown upon their heads. They dwelt in their private chambers ; 
now they cannot find a seat in public.-Whcn Babar's rule was 
proclaimed no Pathan prince ate his food.-How shall Hindu 
women now bathe and apply frontal marks without their sacred 
squares? 3 

It is an interesting psychological study that when a man 
finds so much destruction in such a short time, so much un
expected anihiliation of life and property, so much suffering of 
mankind without any apparent fault of the sufferers, how pessi
mistic he becomes, how helpless he feels, how fatalistic he is 
inclined to be and how the philosophy of resignation finds a consc;
lation for him. ' Thy will be done ' sums up his attitude towards 
life. Thus the Guru casts a glance on the ruins of war and 

imagines : where arethose spo rts, those stables and those horses ? 

Where are those bugles and clarions ? Where are those who 
buckled on their swords and were mighty in battles? Where 
those scarlet uniforms, where those mirrors and fair faces? 
We see them no longer here. \.Vhere are those houses, man
sions and those palaces? Where those beautiful seraglios ? Where 
are those easy couches and those women sight of whom banished 

sleep? 4 

Who had done all this? The answer was: His Will; but 
the Guru, like a true hero, could not restrain his honest excite

ment. Just as a son would question his father about some inex-
1' ble conduct of his, the Guru puts questions to God. He 

p lC~ g realised the hollowness of the belief of ascribing every 
bavm 
--:;;ndering of the vers~ I _cum~ a~ross was : The peoplo having 
1. Anoth0t .nto egotism, are crying m pn1n m consequence (H.P. s., p. 46). 

fallen 1 

2. A G P· 2oz. · S R) A M I l I · ·• , 417, (tronsla~~on f~o~ ... , s~ 1 a 1a a : 
3. G. G., P . h'n p11,ttian ma!}gt pat sa!}dhur ...... 

Jin sir so i 

•!, Ibid, 
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good or bad act to God, at every stage of life, and thus denying 
any agency or moral responsibility to human beings; in the garb 
of the same old belief expresses quite a new idea, the implica
tion of which was quite opposed to the absolute deterministic 
philosophy of the age. If Bahar was simply a tool in the hands 
of some Supreme Will, then the Guru addresses that Supreme 
Being : 0 God ! Thou who art the Lord of us all, didst Thou 
not feel pain when there was so much slaughter and lamentation ? 
I will not mind if two equally strong forces face each other ; but 
when a ravening lion falls upon a herd, the Master should have some 
manliness.1 Who knows that given the means which Guru Gobind 
Singh had at his disposal with the work of ten generations which 
had prepared the ground for him, Nanak would have met 
the situation in the same way in which the former did in his 
own time afterwards. 

B-Some Biographical Controversies 

THE TEN GURUS 

The foundation of Sikhism began with Nanak and ended with 
the death of his ninth successor Gobind Singh, the tenth and 
the last Guru of the Sikhs. Below I give in the form of a table 
the names of all the Gurus, with places and years of their birth, 
guruship and death. These are based with one or two corrections 
on the Chief Khalsa Diwan Gurpurb chart for 1937. The years 
given in the chart-were according to Wikram Sammat which 
is regularly 57 years ahead of the Christian era. The Guruship 
in the end was conferred on the Granth and the whole -body 
of the baptised Sikhs, the significance of which is explained 
elsewhere. 

Name, place and year 
of birth. 

I-Nanak, Talwandi or 
Nankana Sahib, 
1469 A.D. 

II-Angad, Nange Di 
Saran 1504. 

III-Amar Das, Basar 
Ke, 1469. 

1. G. G., p. 360, Asa Mahala I : 

Guruship, Death, place 
place and year. and year. . 

Sultanpur? 1490 ? Kartarpur 1539 A.D. 

Kartarpur, 1539 ... Khadur, 1552. 

Khadur, 1552 Goindwal, 1574. 

Khurasan khasmana kia Hindustan draia ..... 8-6-38, 
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Name, place and year Gurus hip, 
of birth. place and year. 

IV-Ram Das, Lahore, 1534 Goindwal, 1574 .. . 
V-Arjan Dev, Goindwal, Goindwal, 1581 .. . 

1563. 
VI-Har Gobind, Wadali, Amritsar, 1606 

1595. 
VII-Har Rai, Kiratpur, Kiratpur, 1645 

1630. 
VIII-Har Krishn, Kiratpur, Kiratpur, 1661 

1656. 

Death, place 
and year. 

Goindwal, 1581. 
Lahore, 1606. 

Kiratpur, 1645. 

Kiratpur, 1661. 

Delhi, 1664. 

IX-Teg Bahadur, Amritsar Baba Bakala, 1664 Delhi, 1675. 
1622. 

X-Gobind Singh, Patna, Anandpur, 1675... Nander, 1707. 
1666. 

Granth, Amritsar, (com- Nander, 1707 
posed) 1604. 

Panth Khalsa, Anandpur, Nander, 1707 
1699. 

For ever. 

For ever. 

Thus all the Gurus, except Gobind Singh who was born in 
Bengal, were born in the Punjab. I am not concerned here with 
biographical details of the Gurus. A brief discussion of some of 
the controversies which directly or indirectly bear some theological 
or philosophical significance may not be very much out of place. 

Nanak's Birth and Education 

Nanak was born ' in the early morning of the third day of 
the light half of the month of Baisakh (April) in the year 
A. D. 1469 • at Talwandi, now known as Sri Nankana Sahib. 1 

At that time a village, now it forms an important Tahsil-the 
headquarters of a revenue officer-of the District of Sheikhupura 
in the Punjab-an important province in Northern India. The 
town as it now stands is about forty miles from Lahore to the 

north of Ravi. 
Being born in a Hindu family Nanak in the fifth year of 

. l"f was first sent to an elementary school run by a Pandit 
his i e 1 1 . village. He learnt from him as long as the atter cou d 
of _his his pupil. The boy discovered his teacher's helplessness 
satisfy f b. h f N k-----:------fh ~een some controversy about tho dnte o 1rt o 11.na . . e 
1 There baB t of the subject n.ppears to be of late Kn.ram Smgh 

• best t~e:txnThe work. is entitled 'Katik ki Waisakh ?' The author 
Hietori~ ·fa.vonr of Ba.1ea.kh. 
argues in 
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in giving him the real knowledge into the nature o~ things. 
Henceforward he became indifferent to his lessons. His father. 
Mehta Kalu, now sent him to a Muhammadan teacher. A manus
cript compilation in Persian mentions that Nanak's first teacher 
was a Muhammadan. The Siar-ul-Mutakhrin (i-110) states that 
Nanak was carefully educated by some Sayyid Hasan, a neighbour 
of his father's, who conceived a regard for him, and who was 
wealthy but childless. Nanak is further said, in the same book, 
to have studied the most approved writings of the Muhammadans. 
According to Malcolm (Sketch p. 14) Nanak is reported by Muham
madans, to have learnt all earthly sciences from Khizar-the 
Prophet Elias. The ordinary Muhammadan accounts also represent 
Nanak, when a child to have astonished his teacher by asking 
him the hidden import of the first letter of the alphabet, which 
is almost a straight stroke in Persian and Arabic and which is 
held even vulgarly to denote the unity of God.1 The reader 
will remember that the apocryphal gospels state how Christ, 
before he was twelve years old, perplexed his instructors and 
explained to them the mystical significance of the alphabetical 
characters. (Strauss, Life of Jesus, i-272). •~ There is reason to 
believe", continues Cunningham,2 " that in his youth he made himself 
familiar with the popular creeds both of the Muhammadans and 
Hindus and that he gained a general knowledge of the Kuran 
and the Brahmanical Shastras ". A close study of the hymns of 
Nanak which are handed down to us in the Granth convinces 
us that they are the utterances of a man who is well versed 
in the religious literature of his time. Such intimate knowledge 
as Guru Nanak shows in his writings could not have been acquired 
by a mere intercourse with people professing those religions. 

Nanak's education has been a great controversial point. There 
are two gro~ps of people who try to represent Nanak as un
educa~ed. ~mt we have the faithful disciples of his own, I mean 
the Sikh b10gr~phe_rs of the past, who contended that the Guru 
was sent to his village school but he did not read h" . 
them. They thought it below the spiritual dignity of tha?yt mghm 
to l d d . eir prop et 
__ e_a_rn to r~~--~r:i:__ write __ from ordinary men and like ordinary 
1. Thti firs~ letter of the Persiun Ai11-::ph;::a:-;L:e:t_-_-,;A-;-I-:--;.f---. _ __::_:_::_::_::~=-=:=.:: 

the soht_y of God became VPr 
O 1 1 . 1 -as a symbol of unity and 

th 11 Punjab (168fl-1753) used-iii~ Bi~~!;, tu\Iejh!l:h, a mystic poet of 
o_no of his kafis iR based on thiH ide1t ._ · s ica Ynes .. The burden of 
ton. (Ka.fl 45 of Bullesh1th published ·b '~hac\J°1~ly ~ltf and get salva-

ahore, 1930, edited by Dr. Mohan Sinih) 0 Diversity of the Panjab, 
2. A History of the Sikhs by J. Cnnningham . 89 f 

, p. , oot.nMA 
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men. 1 Some Hindu thinkers, especially the Arya Samajists, have 
taken advantage of such writings. They belong to the second group. 
fhey say that Nanak's condemnation of the Vedas and other 
Hindu Shastras was due to his ignorance, because as he was 
uneducated he could not have read them. 2 

In fact after the elementary education in his village schools 
Nanak took to p_rivate study, spent much time in meditation and 
in association with religious men. He wandered in the dense 
forests 3 around his home, and there doubtless met the religious 
teachers and reformers of his day, ascetics and wandering Faqirs 
of every kind. From them he must have learnt the subtleties 
associated with religious controversy. I distinguish between the 
acquirement of knowledge and the realisation of Truth. The 

former i.e., acquiantance of contemporary systems of thought, 
cannot be gained except from books and persons. The latter i.e., 
the Truth, is an illumination of the soul, an intuitive realis&tion, 

1. Professor Teja Singh of Amritsar wrote nn interesting article, later on 
also brondcast from Lnhore. i,ntitled ' \\'us Gnru Nanak Educa,ed ? ' 
It WU:, published inn PunjnLi Jonrnnl 'Likhari '. Vol. VII, :So. 1, 
Jnnunry 1937. · 

2. Such views were expressed fil':1t of all by Swami Dayanand Saraswati in 
the Sattynrth Parl.:ash-The Light of 'L'rnth. In reply Dit Hingh Gyani 
wrote n book c1Llled ' D,1.1nbh Nivar:111 '. 
Dr. Gokal Chand N amug expressed similar ideas in his' Transformation 
of Sikhism ', p. 9. 
Both internal and external evidences contrndict Dr. Trumpp's contention 
thnt "Nnuak had not received a rngnlnr school training and uttered 
therefore his thoughts in a loose WLlY ". 

These scholars of S,mskrit judge Nunuk's learning from his use cf 
Sanskrit words in his hymns. For instnnce Dnyannnd · says : Why 
did he clrnuge the constrnction of Sanskrit words. He nud hi~ followe1:s 
do not realise that Nanak was expressing his irleus not 111 Sanskrit 
but in Pu11jnbi, which wa;i ne,•er before used 1u1 n vehicle of snc~ subtle 
thinking, Iufnct he wns Panj11bising foreig_n wor,ls to enrich the 
vocabultlry of the vernacular of the people. The construction of Sans
krit words was carefully chnngf'd nuder the laws of the new verna
cular. Thi,i modified borrowing has been common in every language. 
Instead of blaming Nannk for misconstruing words of other languages. 
he shoulcl be credited for having created 11. new vocabulary of words 
and phrases, expressions and idioms suitable to the ne1lfls of the 
time and purpose. 

8. The forest universities of India are the traditional centres of scholo.stic 
Ion.ruing._ Even the 20th century with its nd~n.nced brick 11.nd mhorta~· 
univers1t1es have not yet been able to aboh!lh these out-d~or ome,, 
of classical learning aud scholarship. There st1_1d_ents are tr~med t? b_e 
really virtuous acting on the mn.xim of' s\mple 

1
hvmg_ and hig~ thtk· 

ing '. If dominant tone of' other worldliness of this ~orest e uc_a _ion 
were to be, not substituted, but tasteful;y seasoned '".''~h the t~amm_g 
of methods to grapple successfully with the hard renhties d of1 b~e, this 
ancient system of education at th~ hnnds of 1!nselbfisthl ~n tl \ 0ii[ee e;d 
saint professors. CI\D still lead In<lrn.ns to salvation ° I m 11

• • a 
the life hereaft"er. Nnnnk overcarne tliis element of 0th~r _worlf lme1i of the system nn<l deriving all other benefits of forest training, e sti 
remained a. man of the world, 
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or what the Guru called Nam. This truth the prophets do not 
learn from anybody. "Nanak probably gair:.ed from his own un
disturbed communings with nature, his own soul and with his 
Creator." 1 What Tagore says of Zarathustra is true of every 
Guru or Prophet. "The truth which filled his mind was not a 
thing which he borrowed from books or received from teachers: 
he did not come to it by following a prescribed path of tradition, 
but it came to him as an illumination of his entire life, almost 
like a communication of his universal self to his personal self." 2 

War of Ideas 

Thus equipped Nanak declared a war of ideas. He set out 
to awaken " a depressed, demoralised, superstitious and priest 
ridden race." He wanted to " recall both Muhammadans and 
Hindus to an exclusive attention to that sublimest of all principles 
which inculcates devotion to God and peace towards man. He 
had to combat the fur:ous bigotry of the one and the deeprooted 
superstition of the other : but he attempted to overcome all 
obstacles by forces of reason and humanity." 3 He began his 
missionary activities and 'went as far as Ceylon, Kashmir, Russia, 
Turkestan and Mecca." 4 

According to Cunningham Nanak adopted the role of a teacher 
after his world-wide travels.~ The long period of forty years 
preceding Nanak's settling down at Kartarpur is considered to 
have been spent by him, as, he says, was the case with' Plato 
and Bacon, Descartes and Alghazali ', in' mental struggle•. All 
other historians agree that he made many converts and disciples 
during his visits to various countries. His travels thus were not 
a search. for truth, on the contrary, they were for the spread 
of it. It was Nanak-the Guru, who travelled and not Nanak-
the student, Who installed him the Guru ? Wh h · . en was e in-
stalled as such is another controversial point All h' b' 

h . 1s 1ogra-
p ers say that at Sultanpur one day in the forest G d d 

h. h . . , o entruste 
to 1m t e task 0£ gu1dmg people to truth Th' b If ·11 · · 1. • 1s may e se -
1 ummation or en 1ghtenment. He was most b bl . . 

· h · 6 pro a y m his 
twenties at t at time, Dr. Trumpp complains about the lack 

1. Cf, Living Religions and Modern Thought b w·a 
2. R. 0. M., p. 78. Y I gery, P, 97. 

g_ Malcolm, Sketch of the Sikhs. 
4. E. R. E. (H. A. RosoJ. 

~: A History of the Sikhs, Uunriingham, p. 41. 
Cf. A.G., p. XI, CVIII • nud s R · 

3 ' • •) 1, p. 4: 
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of proof for this theological fact from the Granth itself. In the 
first place the Guru's hymns do not deal with anything but 
devotional and essentially spiritual. There are some indirect allusions 
to history and mythology. There is no reference to the biogra
phical events of the Gutus. Except Satta and Balwanda, Sundar 
and Bhatts we have none to refer to any Guru by name. All 
these take Nanak as a born Guru, just as all religious prophets 
were born prophets. Outside the Granth we have Bhai Gurdas, 
Guru Gobind Singh and other writers of the Guru's times who 
hold that it was_ God who installed Nanak as Guru. Nanak 
himself says that whatever God tells him he says to the world.1 

Nanak has been represented by some writers as a mere Hindu 
reformer.2 But the very fact that he visited countries outside 
India where Islam and Christianity besides Buddhism and other 
religions prevailed, showed that he jumped out of the fold of 
Hinduism (rather Brahmanism, else where I have discussed the 
distinction between the two). Surely he went to these places 
to preach his mission and to convert people to his own faith. 
And Hinduism has never been a missionary religion. The modern 
Shudhi movement is of recent growth. Muhammadans and Christians, 
who were all Malechhas in the eyes of the Brahmins, could 
not be 'raised up' to become Hindus. That is why conversion to 
Hinduism has never been officially recognised by the orthodox 
Brahmins. So a Hindu Nanak could not go out to preach his 
mission in the lands of Muslims where he had to eat their food 
and drink their water which practice is so strictly forbidden by 
the Shastras. He is said to have converted people from other 
religions to Sikhism. Mardana originally a Muhammadan became 
his faithful companion and disciple. Mr. Macauliffe writes : T}:ie 

1. Cf. G. G.: 
(a) Gauri ki War, Mahal!'- ~Y•.P.· 806: _._ 

Ehu akhkho.r tini akh1ii 31m Jago.t eabh upata ... , .. Sloka XII. 

(b) Ibid, p. 8081 Sloka XlV : . S'kh h H · K t -
Satiguru k1 bai;ai eati eati knr Jiii;auh Our 1 u , ari ar a ap 
muhun kaghiie ...... 

(c) Tilang Mahe.la I, p. 723 : . . . L I , o 8 5 
J u.isi mai awai kbasm ki biii;ai te.1srii kar1 g1an we II o • -- - • 

(d) Suhi Ma.hale IV, p. 735: . h·- 4 4-11 
J eha tun kariiih tehii ha.u kari ,\•11.k uin ...... - • 

(e) Ro.mko.li Mo.hula III1 p. 92_0b~~~ndi~ bani ...... XXlII. 
Bai;ai tii!! gu.whu Guru ken ar;irn!! 8 

• 

(t) Sarang Ma.hale. v_, P: 1_2~3.k: S th bacban nicha.liidhn ..... .4- 6, 
Char binasi kho.t1 bmas1 1 a( -

2· Cf. T. O. S. 
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Guru after his pleasant v1s1t to Shaikh Brahm and his district. 
where he made several converts, proceeded to a country called 
Bisiar-Bushahir.1 Again-The Guru then travelled through Sultan
pur-his old headquarter when he was a Government official
Vairowal and J alalabad, until he arrived at a place Kiri Pathandi 
in the Amritsar District. In Kiri Pathandi he made many Pathan 

converts.• 
The missionary spirit and the movement of conversion3 became 

stronger and organi£ed in the days of the other Gurus. After 
them, during the days of persecution and political struggle of 
the Sikhs, it declined and even disappeared. This corresponds 
to the gradual lapse of pure Sikhism into Hinduistic Sikhism, 
until there again grew the modern separatist movement. 

The Divinity of the Guru 

Was Nanak a divine being or a human being? The answer 
to this question has divided the Sikh theologians into three groups. 
There are those who believe that he was an incarnation of God. 
The Hindu mind has been classifying the Avataras according 
to the number of Kalas-qualities-that they possessed. Thus 
there have been twelve-Kala-Avataras and sixteen (the highest 
number of qualities) Kala-Avataras. Now the Nirrnala scholars 
who had mastered the Hindu concepts wanted to show that Nanak 
was in no way less than any of the Hindu Avataras.. Krishna 
ranks the highest among the Hindu incarnations of God, who 
is thus sixteen-Kala-perfect. Nirrnalas proved that in all the ten 
forms the Guru was also sixteen-Kala-perfect. This is one view. 
I need not go into the details of this discussion. 

Others more sceptical in thought and more'modern' and scienti

fic in spirit regard the _Guru as a man, who improved by his 
efforts, realised the highest spiritual truths, realised also how 
ignorance and darkness prevailed about those truths and therefore 
naturally he began to guide people to those truths and was 
accepted by his followers as Guru-the enlightene;. 

There is a third group of scholars who adopt the middle 
course. They hold that the Guru "'as b b .. a man ut was orn 
perfect. The purpose of l · l'f · · . . us 1 e was not his own perfection, 
which of course was mnate in him, but on the other hand he 
1. S.R.,i,p.93. ---------------- ------
2. Ibid, p. 108. 

B. For more instances of ' conversion , see· 
Tejo. Singh. ' Sikhism·' p. 87-96 by Prof. 
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took birth in order to make others perfect. The purpose of his 
life was thus to lead other human beings to the same level of 
perfection which he himself possessed and the capacity for which 
is inherent in every one of us. 

The Guru denies the incarnation theory and declares that 
God can never take birth. Guru Gobind Singh who in his auto
biography is more definite, seems to hold the third of the views 
expressed above. We have already referred to the belief how 
God entrusted Nanak with the work of Guruship. Nanak is 
reported by his biographers to have actually gone to the presence 
of God high in the heaven where God gave him the message 
of truth to be delivered to mankind in the world below. There 
in the august presence of God he is also said to have composed 
a hymn in praise of Him.1 

The immediate relationship of different religious prophets 
with God has been conceived in three different ways. The human 
tendency has been to put some halo of divinity around the founders· 

of their faiths. One is the Hindu way of looking at it. At 

times of need God or Bhagwan Visnu becomes incarnate in the 

form of man and thus God comes dO\vn on earth to save mankind. 

The next step was a modification in the form of Jesus. He was 

neither the Jewish prophet nor the Hindu Avatara. He was 

the Son of God. It was not possible to think of God· as taking 

birth, but He could create some one as His own, some one like 

Himself, His Son. In the case of Ivioscs God came down and 

visited him. " I am come down to deliver them " saith the 

Lord.2 Coming down was there but not taking a birth. Moses 

becomes the mouthpiece of God : I AM hath sent me unto 

you-Moses was to say to the people. Thus the Christian concept 

of sonship is different from the Jewish idea of prophethood. 

"And Io a voice from heaven, saying • This is my beloved Son, 

in w horn I am well pleased." 3 Although there are passages which 

1. G. G., p. 347: Sodn.r Rag Asa Mahala I. 
2- Exodus, 3-8. . 
S. Mathew: 3-17, Other passages nre: Mathe\f 26: 6H, 64 ; Jann l: l4, 18 ; 

3: 16; 1: 8, l4: 7, 10, 4: 9 i Also Mark 14: 61, Luke 1: 32. 
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indicate Christ's equality with God I and also his oneness with 
the father God 2 ; yet these expressions do not amount to saying 
that he was God or was so as man. They are rather expressions 
of mystic unity and equality ; as • And he that seeth me seeth 
Him that sent me ' 3 or • the son can do nothing himself but what 
he seeth the father do ' 4• The third stage comes when we have 
a protest as against the above two concepts. Muhammad rejected 
the idea of sonship : " How could He have a son when He has 
no consort" 5 but the religion could not start unless the founder 
was haloed with divinity. So the Arabian genius adopted the 
garb of a messenger. His God was very high. He could not 
come down nor could He have a son. A third alternative was 
adopted. Let the religious prophet himself go to God. So Muham
mad 'ascended ', and reached the Empyrean.6 The theory at 
Meraj was this third solution. Taoism in China denied all 
incarnations 7 but the prophet is reported to have gone to Heaven.8 

In India the Guru seems to have been the first bold thinker 
to deny the divine incarnation. We do not find him very 
ambitious to represent himself either the prophet, Avatara or 
the son of God. He, in fact, at many places in his hymns, says 
that all incarnations of God and all prophets are men like you 
and me. 

As in the case of Christ so in the case of the Guru th.ere 
are many hymns which express the unity and equality even the 
identity of the Guru with God ; but they are, as I have said, 
mystic expressions and not positive assertions made to put forward 
1. .John 6 : 17 : I 

But J osus answered them, My Fatlwr worketh hitherto and I worketh 
5: 23. 

That all men should honour the Son, even IIR tlrny honour the Father 
He th~t hononreth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath 
sent him. 

Also see-Ibid 10: 30, 38; 16: Hi; 
Philippians ~ : 6 ; 
1. Thessaloni~ns, a: 11 ; 
2, Thesso.lonians, 2 : 16. 

2. I and My F~ther are one-John 10: 30. 
And all m1no are th' d th· ' . 
-John 17: 10. me, an me are mme i and I am glorified in them 

B. John, 12-16. 
4. J oho, 6-19. 
6. Qnran, VII, 6-2-102. 
6. Quran-Cho.pter 63, An-Najm, 
7. S. B. E. Vol. XXXIX, p. 134. 
8. Ibid, pp. 813-314 
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a definite theory. But his followers like the followers of Buddha 
did not allow him to remain at the human level He was made 
divine. Like prophet Muhammad he too has been made to 
ascend to the True Heaven. Bhai Gurdas expresses the same 
idea in his first ,- war. This can be interpretted metaphorically 
but the accounts given in the Janam Sakhis are clear borrow
ings from the Muslim tradition. Mr. Macauliffe gives a more 
rational interpretation when he says that Nanak • was taken in 
a vision to God's presence.' 1 

Nanak was married, led a household life, founded a village, 
worked with his own hands in the fields and thus living the 
life of a true Raj-Yogi 2, died in his new colony in the year 
1539 A. D. He had two sons Sri Chand and Lakhmi Chand. 
The former became a recluse and renounced the world anc. 
founded the Udasi sect.3 The word Udasi means one who 1s 
detached from the world and leads a life of renunciation. The 
sacred book of this sect is the Guru Granth.' Udas-renunciation
as such was opposed to the principles of Nanak, so he did n::it 
consider Sri Chand a fit person to carry on the mission which 
he had founded. Moreover neither of his two sons came out 
successful in the tests which he desired his future successor to 
pass through. So he nominated Lahina whose spiritual efficiency 

1. W. G. : Bo.ha pnidha Sachchkhand nnunidh Nam ghnribi pai , .... 1--24-11 
S. R., i, p. 34. . 

2. Bhatte.s u:ie this title of Raj Yogi for the Guru in their Swayyas: G. G_, 
p. 1389: 
...... Gur Nl\nak Rnj jog jiu nuinio, 2-3-,1-6-6. 
Ibid p. 1S98: Raj jog takht dian Gttr Ramdas. 

3. As n rtisult of the Inst Gnrdwe.re. Reform Movement (1920-25) the Udasis 
suffered a material loss by losio1; big temples, the offerings of which 
went to their private pockets, which in some cases fed prostitutPs The 
Urlasis began to separate themselves from the Sikhs. Under this im
pulse -books like '_Gnr Udo.sin Mat D11:rppan '. were writte)l, The nnthor 
of this book Pandit Brahmanand deprives Sn Chnnd of berng the founder 
of the sect. He trnce.-i back the origin of the tiect to the Hindu my
thological beginning of tho world lsee p. 2 Gur Udasiu Mat Dnrpan, 
Pe.rt I, Sakhar, 1923). This Udasi gene?logy nc~1.1_rdinp: to him hegim; 
with God who created the foruous Hrndu tr1mty. Brahum-one of 
the trio-had four sons 811.nkadike. nnd Naradn otc. Th"Y were nil 
Udo.sis. At a remote step in this gen_eologi~al t1tble comes Guru Nanak 
who, he says, was the disciple of Sn~nt Ham. NaJ?Rk then t~ansferred 
his Udas to his son Sri Chand wh~ m tu~n gav_e 1t to Gurd1tta. The 
historical account of the sect begrns with Sri Chand. 
The statement of the author of this Do.rpan_that ~anak w_a.s a d

1
\sciple 

of Saint Rain led some scholars to contradict th1~ a.ssnt10~. G~tru 
Nanak ka Guru ko.un the."-Who was Gur~1 Nnnak s Gnru-1s the tiUe 
of a. book written by P.rofessor Genga Srngh, Taran Taran, 

4. G. S. R., p. 27, 
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was observed and tried by Nanak. On the throne of Guruship 
he was named Angad by which Nanak meant that he was a part 
of his own self. The list of the succeeding Gurus has already 
been given. The use of sword by the Sixth and the Tenth Guru 
has been considered by some as a departure from the spiritual 
path laid by Nanak,/and this is our next topic of discussion. 

Sword and Spirituality 

Both Guru Hargobind and Guru Gobind Singh used sword 
and adopted a military character. The former was a contempo
rary of the Moghul Emperor Jahangir1 and the lattu of his 

1. There is much misun1lcrstancling about tho relo.tion between Guru 
Hari::obind o.ncl tho Moghul Emperor Jahungir. It has been stated 
that the former was an cmployetl of the latter and tlrnt in that posi
tion he misappropriated somo money which Jeri to his imprisonment 
in Gwalior. Both these statements aro Lasod on Dabaslan-i-Jtfazahib 
nllll Captain Troyer'::1 translation of this hook. I tako them as two 
sonrcos Lccanse what th1J lat.ter appears to trnn::1lu.te is not found in 
t lw oi·iginul. Tho ilrst of these statements can bo truce cl to the 
orii,:i1111l Dabaslan bnt not Lhc sPconcl onr. Or. Narn.ng n.nd Sir Yacht 
Nath ::iarkar have basod their trnatment of H1trgcbincl on tho E□f!jlish 

· translation of Troyer and have not triBrl to verify it with tho orig111al. 
Tho translation of s.:>me sente11ce<1 is hopeles~ly wrong. \Vithont tu.king 
away from flhea and Troyer tho credit of their pioneer attempt 111111 
t.he historical value which tile trn.nslution has for English rt!adcrs, I 
~voultl like. to explain some of the J?listakes in translation resulting 
111 some misstatements about the life of Gurn Hargobind. 

J.-The Persian writer says that the Gnru was always with Jahnngir. 
(Seo p 288. I have consulted the original Persi,rn edition of Dabastan 
i-Mazahib edited by Nuzir Ashro.f under the superinternlence of W. 
B. Bayley, Calcutta, ~809). Literal_lv translntod it runs : He was alwn.ys 
not s1>parate from him. Now· this dou, not mean thut the Guru wo.s 
m the Empe_ror's service. Other _chronidcrs do state that Jnhangir 
nn~ Hari,oLmcl were for some time on good terms and o. friendly re
lation existed between them 

II.-N e_~t is the misus_e _ of tho soldiers' salaries. This is based on the 
1-ransla_tiou of tho or1gurn.l s~ntenco which rnns : Waza'-i-sipahian 
pcs,.hr,rift. Troyer t_rnnslates 1t. He 11pproprinted to himself the pay i'/" to the soldrnrs m advance. The translation is absolutely wrong 

10. correct. re_ndering will be : He adopted the appearance of 
:~.ldiYt It H18 1~torestmg to examine how Troyer was led to a wrong 
I,llls a 10Sn.l o, is confused between Waza' and Wajah. the latter 

me 11 ns a ary (A complete E )' J p · D' · 1 

N. Wollaston 1689. 1119) Thng 181- er~ian_ 1ct1onary by Arthur 
lt!:l root-is pesh[Jri(idn which r::a:sef~~r1Jo 1~ pne word in. Persian. 
past _tense-mazi-mullaq meaning , d t •1 ,_!) 11.1!,d peshgrift 1s ~he 
Arabic and English by Francis J j op oc 

1 
(A D1ct1onnrr, Persian 

is split into tw·o parts pesh and °-/tstln 862, p. 292). If the word 
'in auvance' and grift , took, 'ij'1 ie~ sepai:ately pesh can mean 
struction of the sentence will h n\ to b give this meaning the con
~e more appropriate aftEr sipahivo oB ts changed. 'l'hen a r!J, will 
1s no way out of it. an. u what about waza? There 

Then Troyer having translated th b 
~ural_ly led to take this fact as 

0
:: ova sentenc~ like that, was na

unpnsonment of Hargobind He th 0
/ the suffic;.ent reasons for the 

Vol. II). On account of the m'oneere J°re, goes on to translate (p. 274: 
mulot imposed upon Arjanmal (11.s Y · /be to the army and of the 

· sai cfore), sent Hargobind to the 
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grandson Aurangzeb.1 Guru Gobind acquired so much attachment 
with the sword that sometimes this love for the weapon enters 
into a reverence which on occasions is indistinguishable from 
worship. 

It is the importance and the utility of the thing which often 
leads the user to have respect for it. Gobind found the 
people of India of his days suffering from Adler's ' inferiority 
complex ' 2 and on the other hand he felt the absence of power 
and manliness in the Hindu mind which qualities were essential 
to protect both life and virtue. He played the role of Nietzsche 
without the undesirable egotistic tinge of the latter. Live cour
ageously, he preached, but not ' dangerously ' as the German 
producer of dictators said. Like him Gobind believed in a ' will 

1. Wo hn.ve alren.dy discusser! thfl genernl clHLracteristics of the nge of 
of Gurus. Hl•re is another which specially refers to the time 
of Gnrn Go bind Singh. Khnfi Kirn n, Muhammad Hnshim in his Indinn 
history in Persian laugunge llf1mtakhab-11l-Lubab (English tra.nslntion 
by Elliot and Do,vsou-History of Jn<li11, ns told by its own Historinns 
-Lonclon, 1877) writes, (p. 413): Aurangzob ordered tho (Sikh) temples 
to be pulled down (p. 426). A J?l"Oclnmation was issued requiring Hindus 
in ~enoral to shave off theu· be11rds. A great many of them thus 
had to submit to wlHLt they considered the disgrace of being shav11d -
and for a few dnys the bnrbers were very busy. 

2. Cf, Alfred Adler's P,-ascis und Theoi-ic de,- Individual. Psychologie, Ber::- . 
mnnn, Munich, 1920-English Translation by P11ul Radin, Individual Psy
chology, Kega.n Pnul, London, 192:!. 

--------------------------------------
Continued from p. 34 

fort of Gwaliar, where he remained imprisoned twelve years.' The 
original sentence runR : " Binabar talnb i baqiat i mutaliba i ki bar 
ain i }ar-ima bm· .,1,:ja.nmal muqarar farmudah buda11d Hargobind 
ra ba Gwaliar f1·istad wa duozdah sal dm·an makan mand.'' Its 
English tru.nslation will be : On I\Ccotmt of tbe demand for tho balance 
of the fine which (the king) Imel imposed upon Arjanmal, he sent 
Hl\rgobind to Gwalinr in which place he remained for twelove years_. 
So tho reason for the detention of Hargobind according Mol_1san Fum 
was the same which led to t,he death by torture of Guru ArJe.n. The 
l\drlitionnl reason given b:r Cunningham nod later historians about the 
npproprintion of t-he soldiers' salnry-is bnsecl first on a wrong t~ansl!],• 
tion of an earlier sentence and secondly on 'l'royer's trespnssmg m 
the translation by adding his own words II on account of money due 
to the army". · 
One more interesting blunder in Troyer's translation about Hargobih·n~; 
(Original p. 288) " Chun ba watanash lei nawahi i P1t11}ab ast ba~gas_ f. 
He translates (]). ~74), " ,vben the Guru returned Batneshl _winch is n 
district of the Punjab." Being interested in the pbilosop 11cal nsrict 
of Sikhism I expected to get something useful from _tho_ Dabasdtani"f hell 
wns written in the middle of the development of S1li::h1sm an w 11c 
expected will deal more with doctrines and less with history of t~e 1;1ew 
faith. Instead of consulting tho original I referre~ to the trans htion. 
When I read Batnesh being a district of_the PunJab I Wf!-S_mr:C ,Ft· 
plexed by my ignorance. I wanted to verify from the _origi~~he s~~~ 
led to tb.e discovery of these facts. The correct translation ° t 
tence given above is: When he returned to his home (ba-to,h~h q,n:
home, sh-his. sh is a pronoun attached _to ~he noun watan) w ic 18 m 
the Punjab (nawahi-skirts, area., also d1str1ct). 
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to war · a will to power ' but never a will to overpower '· 
· Blessed \s he,' says .Gobind, • in this world who cherishes, 

1 
w~: 

in his heai:t but at the same time does not forget God. 
was for this very reason that he introduced meat-eating among 
the Sikhs. There was no restriction before but Gobind encoura~ed 
it. But he insisted that the animal must be cut manly with 
one stroke and not lingeringly like a weaknerved man. He knew 

that, "Varying food have varying mental effects." 
2 

But what about the violence which the use of sword an.d 
meat-eating imply? Gandhi, the prophet of present day non
violent creed in India, on his own criterion of non-violence 
once called Gobind a • misguided patriot'. If Gandhi can kill 
a calf to release it from incurable pain, then I do not under
stand why the same principle cannot be applied to other 
spheres of our activities. Gobind's recourse to the sword 
was not the outcome of similar persuasions which Lord Krishna 
makes to Arjan to enter the battlefield. Gobind's predecessors 
had tried all possible means to eradicate evil but to no visible 

success. The evil was organised in the world and was spreading 
on the wings of sword. To face it virtue must be organised 
and must get the help of the same sword. The organisation 
of the Sikhs in the body of the Khalsa was the result. The 
Guru equipped them with sword which became for them " an 
emblem of power and self respect " for all times to come. In 
his letter to Aurangzeb, written in Persian, the Guru says," When 
affairs have gone beyond all means, it is virtuous to take a sword 
in hand. I have been forced to. come to arms and to enter 
a battlefield." 3 The purpose for which Gobind became 'violent' 
was no·n-violence. In the philosophy of the Guru the action of 
a man would ~e violent if after realising, that he cannot by 
so-c~lled non-_violent means face evil he choses either to submit 
passively ~o it or to tolerate it in any form. The sword of a 
reformer is a surgeon's knife If he can b b . . . · cure an a scess . y an 
mternal medicme so much the better Th · . · e next course will be 
to use an omtment for an external a 1. . .. 
h 

. . PP 1cat1on-. Faihng both 
t e kmfe is the only remedy. The G h d . . • 

urus a tned the expen-
1. 'DhMI jiu tih ko jag mttin mukh te Hui chit . . 

p. 16. main Judhdh bich111rai'-:E> G., 

2. Story-of Philflsophy, hy Will Durant p, 460 , N 
B. D. {l, p. 1asq-20-21. ' , ew York, 192'7, 
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inent of persuasions and counsel, of passively sacrificing the lives 
of their own, of those of their families and children and of their 
followers. The sword remained to be put to test. Soul is in
destructible and one life is only one phase of it. It is better 
to end an irremediable vicious life than to let it spread the 
infection of vice. The end will bring a new opportunity for 
improvement. We should reform ourselves by thought, word and 
deed and after that we should reform others by thought, word 
and deed. The use of sword is also a form of deed. It is the 
last alternative. Weak or strong, that is the defence of the Guru 
for the use of a sword. 

Now Guru Gobind Singh had a great task before him. He 
could not wreck the empire which he discovered was based on 
tyranny, injustice and intolerance, single-handed. He wanted an 
army. He could not expect many Muhammadans to join it, although 
those Muslims who realised the truth of his mission did join 
him.1 He thus mainly depended on the Hindus. Sikhs were not 
many in number. The Hindu mind which had lost its manly 
character in the Panjab, had become submissive and was largely 
dominated by the Satyik Brahmin with · Ahinsa Parma Dharma' 
his highest religion. The very sight of a sword terrified them. 
Something spectacular and miraculous was needed. He wanted 
to change the • pictures in men's minds ' and wanted to revo
lutionise their thoughts and wills. Just as the Brahmins had 
come to his father to save their faith by sacrificing his life, so 
it was now his turn to ask them and their followers to join 
his defensive army. The wise Brahmins wanted to put him off 
by saying that only if the goddess Durga could. be made visible, 
as she was made by Bhim or Arjun etc., the success of Guru's 
mission could be ensured. The Guru wanted to demonstrate 
practically the futility of all such beliefs, otherw.ise the masses 
will not follow him from conviction. The holiest Brahmins from 
Banares were sent for and the people of the whole district were 
asked to contribute towards the great burnt offerings for Durga. 
The Brahrnins continued for nine months to persuade Durga to 

I. d • h h they demanded. One appear. They were supp 1e wit w atever . 
d . h h" f B hmin disappeared with ay to the surpnse of all, t e c 1e ra 
h . fl" h b use they knew that the 1s assistants. They took to 1g t eca . 
goddess would not appear and the Guru might pumsh them, 

1. Of. S. R., v, p, 86-88. 



When the Guru came to know of the Brahmins' sudden dis
appearance he ordered that all the material collected f~r t~e 
Hawan-incensed smoke-should be thrown into the fire-pit. 
No sooner was it done than there rose a great flame. Men 
from far and near ran towards the place thinking that the Guru 
had caused Durga to appear. When they came, the Guru un
sheathed his sword and addressing the gathering said : " Here 
is the real goddess: she will perform all the deeds which the 
Brahmins attribute to Durga." He raised his sword and appealed 
to those present to test the efficacy of that symbol of (Shakti) 
power1 and to join his armies. 

This was to nullify the Brahminical superstition, to disillusion 
and purge the Hindu mind ; but something positive was needed 
which would really make them feel that they were changed and 
that they were no longer the old weak and meek people. For 
sometime, after the above Durga-scene, the Guru was busy 
thinking about something more constructive and spectacular. He 
thought of Amrit (baptism). The idea might have come to him 
from some external source or it was possibly the more dignified 
form of Pahul. There is no baptism in Islam. The Christian 
ceremony of baptism has got some thing in common with Amrit, 
but the rudiments of the ceremony were not entirely foreign to the 
Indian mind. The Hindus especially in the Southern India have 
got some baptismal element in their sacred-thread-ceremony. 
Anyhow Amrit became a ceremony of entering into the brother
hood of the Khalsa-the soldier-saints. The way2 in which it 
was prepared and administered contained such a new and in
vigorating element that it really revolutionised the whole outlook 
of the initiated. " Its result on the parish were little short of 
miraculous. By its power men who had hitherto been regarded 
~~- unclean and polluted from birth, were changed into exceptionally 

1. Dr; Trump~ and _somo writera of Hindu inclination infer from this that 
Guru ~obin<l Singh_ w_o.s a. !ollowar of Dnrgo.. (A. G., XC, XCVII). For 
a !leto.1le<l contra.d1ct1on of thie view see S. H.. V CJ Vll . G , 

44 4- d G . . . ' ' i. I ' • S., 
- p. - ' n.n ya.01 D1t Smgh's Dm·ga Parbodh in Gurmukhi. 

2. A full account of the ceremony is given in English by Malcolm, Sketch, 
p. 190 and 8. R., V, Ch. IX, 
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ne warriors.' Before the time of the Sikh Gurus no general 
could have dreamed of raising an army from such outcastes: 
and this metemorphosis was accomplished despite the hide bound 
prejudices and innate conservatism of- the Hindus.2 Thus Gobind 
turned his disciples into • heroes who could dare the lion in 
his own den and challenge the dreadful Aurangzeb in his own 
court.' 3 The lowest were equal with the highest : all became 
one, and the four races began to eat as one out of one vessel.4 

A few words about the nature of wars fought by the two 
warrior Gurus. Muhsan Fani, a contemporary of the Sixth Guru, 
says in his Dabistan that Hargobind did not use his sword in 
"anger ".5 Both the Gurus often declared that their sword shall 
always be used for defence 6 nor was it drawn against anybody 

out of revenge.7 The wars were not communal.8 Both. Hindus 
and Muhammadans enlisted themselves in the Guru's armies and 
fought for him.9 The Guru fought against oppressors of both 
the communities-Hindu and Muhammadan. 10 None of the two 
Gurus acquired an inch of land as a result of their conquests 
--------------------------- ----- ·-- --------· 

1. The Sikl,s 1111.ve not yet lost th,,ir traditi•rnal heroic character. 'fl,ns 
Sir Burnes in his Travels wi itcs, " The cool-less oud cour111:;e l•f ·.;he 
Sikhs surpass belief", p. 11U. 
'l'hey nre" the brnvest of Indi'lns " p. 1"20. Trnvels i11 Bakhara. by Sir 
Alexr. B!1rnes. Sir G. C rngh and Arthur Annes in lheir work ' The 
Sikhs and Sikh Wars' p. 42 writo: Never did 11. native army having 
so relacively slight advnntnge in numbrrs fight a battl., with the Bri
tish in which the issue was doubtful ns nt .Ferozeiahah; 1tnrl if the 
victory was decisive, opinions remain divill- d as to wlrnt the result 
might have been if the Sikh trol•ps had found commnnders with 
sufficiont cnpncity to p;ive tbeir qualities fnll op11orliihity." Agnin Sir 
J. H. Gordon in 'The Sikhs' 11. 3: None ha"l'e fon~ht more stoutly 
anrl st.ubbornly agninst us and more gallantly nnd loynll.r kr ns." 
" Wherever there has been hard fighting to Im done, ther~ t.hey 
have bee.n·found in the forefront, mnintnining their high rnp11tnt1ou _for 
steadfast fidelity, dogg-ed tenacity, clauntle1:1s courage-the undyrng 
heritage of tlrn Sikhs," 
Tln Great \Vo.r, the Gnrdawarn Rofcrm Movement and t!1e p~ese~t 
World War hnve more thnn justified the snc~es~ of Guru Gob_md ~mgh s 
Amrit. Baron Jean Pellenc, a. French ,tourist Ill 1~36 says m ~1s b?ok 
"L'Indcs' entroutfre": Honesty as well as conrnp;e 1s nmong lns (Sikh) 
me.uy virtues, p. 131-English trnnsle.tion, John Murray, London. 

2. R. 0 s., p. 23. 
3. T. 0 S., p. XXIII. 
4. Cunuingham's History of tho Sikhs, p. 71. 

6, Da.bista.n-i-Mazahib, p. 270. 
6. 8. R., iv, pages 108, 112, 116; v, p. 126. 
7. s. R., v. p. 165, 202. 
8. S. R., iv, p. 90. 
9- s. R., v, p. 17. 

lO. s. R., v, p. 29, 68, 124, 127, 180, 167. 
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and other military tactics. Hence it is wrong to give any political 
or communal colouring to the armament policy of the Gurus. 
The Tenth Guru definitely says that I fight out of eagerness 
for protecting virtue-" Dhann Yudh Ke Chai ".1 There was 
religion-not any particular organised religion but the religion
at the back of _ his wars; and "it must not be imagined", 
writes Dorothy Field, " that because he was a fine warrior he 
was less spiritual or less religious than his predecessors. He 
made the religious fervour the backbone of his warlike doctrines. 
He united practical skill with mystical meditation ; and the results 
speak for themselves." As a result of his military operations 
no mosque or temple was demolished and no forcible conversion 
was effected. The Muhammadan or Hindu victims of the battle
field were hurried or burnt according to their rites. His volunteers 
used to supply water to the wounded without any distinction 
of friends or foes.2 In fact what he believed in theory was not 
lost sight of even in war. In his writings we find : 

" The temple or the mosque are the same, the Hindu worship 

or the Musalman prayer are the same ; all men are the same ; 
it is through error they appear different. Deities, demons, Yakshas, 
heavenly singers, Musalmans and Hindus adopt the customary 
dress of their different countries. All men have the same eyes, 
the same ears, the same body, the same \build, a compound 
of earth, air, fire and water. Allah and Abhekh are the same, 
the Purans and the Quran are the same ; they are all alike . 
it is the one God who created all. The Hindu God and th~ 
Muhammadan God (Karta-Karim, Razaq-Rahim) are the same . 
let no man even by mistake suppose there is a difference." J • 

In the face of these teachings and practices facts d · · I • an prmc1p es 
I wonder. how some writers could say that the beauty of Sikhism 
of toleratmg and respecting all religions and th . h" 
I · h d e1r wors 1p was ost m t e ays of Guru Gobind Singh Th 
h b - . . . · e statement would ave een Just1f1ed if it were made b 

· a out some activities of Banda, that 1s after the demise of Guru G b' d. om. 

I. S. R., v, p. 301. 

2. The Story of a Sikh volunteer named K h . 
also mentioned by Mr. Mar.l\ulift S R an ya 18 very well known and is 

I . 'IV, p, 173 
3, D. G., Akal Ustat-Translation S R · 

• · ., v, p. 276, 
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C-All Gurus Treated as One Nanak: The Guru. 

Although Sikhism was started by Nanak, yet as it stands 
to-day, it was not founded by him alone. In the course of about 
two centuries the different aspects of this religion developed 
under the guidance of the ten Gurus whose mention has been 
made above.1 This change was simply on the practical side of 
the community. In theory whatever was conceived by Nanak 
continued to be held as a revealed truth. Dr. Trumpp is right 
when he says: "The doctrines once uttered by Baba Nanak 
were taken up by the following Sikh Gurus without any per
ceptible deviation; and after the volume of the Granth had been 

collected by Guru Arjan, they were never called into question, 
the Granth being held as an immediate divine revelation." 2 But 
if the concepts held by Nanak were to be treated as gospel 
truths, where lies the justification of his being succeeded by 
nine more Gurus ? The Sikh theologians seem to answer this 
question like this: 

Guru Nanak was born as a perfect human being. The ideal 
which he set before him could not, therefore, be his own per
fection. It was to make others perfect. He aimed at training 
people to find God from within. He wanted in other words, 
to teach his followers how to climb the steps in order to reach 
the height where he himself stood. He attached IlJOre importance 
to practice than theory. He wanted to give practical training 
to a nation which was content more with philosophising about 
life and its ultimate problems, than with the actual living of it. 
This practical training was a great factor in his mission. It_ is 
easier to attend a course of lectures in the institute of educat10n 
but it is quite a different thing to use those methods success
fully in one's actual career as a teacher. For that . purpose one 
has to go to a public school to have some practical training 

under the guidance of a supervisor. 

Now, if in secular sphere one individual requires one ~ear's 

f • l"f h lengthy the course will be training for one aspect o one s 1 e, ow 
· · · ct but in all aspects of 
1f the training was meant not m one aspe · r s in fact all what we life love truth, service, honesty, man mes • _________ _ 

' . . . b Professor 'reja Sin~h 0
1
~ this subject 

1. 'rhere is a very rnterestm~ boofkRYsponsibility in 81/dusm • 
and is entitled •• The Crowns o JJ 

2. A.G., p. XCVII, 



42 

mean by a holy and righteous life. Then again, the Sikhs believe 
that the Guru did not want to train a few individuals, but he had 
set before himself the task of making the whole • corrupt and 
demoralised ' nation exalted and righteous. How far the Guru 
succeeded in his task and how far he failed we must leave to the 
historian to judge. But this great ambition was made clear in 
some of the utterances of the Guru.1 To achieve this task Nanak 
did whatever he could in· one span of life. Human flesh is heir 
to so many deformities. Nanak left his body and transmitted his 
light to another person who became Nanak II, Angad by name. 
There is a classical illustration about the transmission of this light. 
from one Guru to another. It is by way of an answer to a query : 
Did not the fountain of light-God-lose a portion of it, when He 
gave some to Nanak ? The answer is an analogy from the lighting 
of candles. Just as we light one candle from another burning 
candle and in the process the burning candle without losing any 
light of its own, lights the other ; similarly this transmission of 
spiritual light went on in the case of the Gurus.2 Now when 
Nanak II was thus lighted by Nanak I, he was asked to carry 
on the training of the nation under his own supervision, not so 
much by precept as by his own example. He in his turn transmit
ted that light to a third Nanak with similar instructions. This 
continued for ten generations. 

When the Tenth Guru felt that the little nation had learnt t 
w~lk on its own legs and carry on the work independently h: 
shifted the whole responsibility to the Sikhs 1·n g 1 H II . . enera . e ca ed 
forth five representatives of the new nation wl d · 

. , 10se a option was 
tned at the altar of death and he gave them b t' A · 

. . ' ap Ism- mnt, the 
water of immortality. The baptised group wa d Kh I , s name a sa T 0 prove that the Khalsa were competent and 1·£· d . 

·d d 1 d h qua I Ie enough to gm e an ea t e nation as Nanak h d b d . . 
tions, the Tenth Guru h · 1£ 

1 
a e~n omg m ten genera-

1mse too { Amnt from th f' S'kh 
whom he himself had baptised Th f" e 1ve 1 s 

- h b . ese ive are kn p· t e eloved ones of the Lord Th G own as iaras-
. us uru Gob· d s· 

have set a very original exampl . h . 10 mgh seems to 
d e m t e h1sto f h . . evelopment of the world : the Lord b . . ry o t e rehg1ous 
l. _aptismg the followers and Cf. D. G., Bachitra Natak. 
2. This illustration from candl 

828 ;_ X Gt1r11: G. S., p. 28.es was also used by the Gurus: I Guru: G. P. 

r4~8~2.rdas also made use of the sarne 
illustration ; w. G., p. 437 ; 
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the followers baptising the Lord. This is the spiritual • socialism ' 
in the realm of religion. It also looks logical and consistent. If 
man can reach the highest perfection which he is supposed to do 
by many religions, then if at a time some men are considered to 
have •reached that stage, there ought to be apparently no difference 
between the perfect teacher and the perfect disciple. In as much 
as in the case of the teacher the perfection was innate and in the 
case of the latter it was acquired, the Guru must enjoy and continue 
to enjoy the due reverence. 

So when the Tenth Nanak left this world he diffused that 
light which he got from the original Nanak and through him from 
God, to the whole Khalsa whom he called his own self-Khalsa Mero 
Rup Hai Khas-Khalsa is myself in essence. Thus the Khalsa 
became the body of the Guru. What about the spirit? The spirit 
is the Guru's word-Gurbani. This Gurbani is preserved in the holy 
book which the Sikhs call the Guru Granth. If the nation acts 
on the spirit of the Gurbani, that is Gurbani lives in them, their 
life imbibes the true spirit of it, then it is Khalsa-the pure, the 
elect and therefore the Guru. The Khalsa or the Sangat-the 
community-away from the Guru's word is the same host of misguid
ed people, · who existed before the advent of the Guru. This 
entire process, the whole idea is summarised in the familiar phrase
Guru Granth Panth : That is, the Guru is the scripture permeating 
in the community. The community or the Panth has within it 
smaller units called Sangats. The Sangats and the Panth elect or 
select their five representatives from among themselves. These 
are called Five Piaras or the Five Beloved or Elect ones.

1 

The idea of Nanak being the same in the persons of all the 
Gurus, was also witnessed in the very days of the earlier Gurus 
by Muhsan Fani already quoted in this book. "They (the Sikhs) 
believed that when Nanak expired, his spirit became incarnate in 
the person of Angad-Angad at his death transmitted his soul into 
the body of Amar Das-and so on-in short they believe that with 
a mere change of name Nanak the First became Nanak the Second.

2 

· Again once the Sixth Guru wrote a letter to Fani about which he 
says : 3 The Guru Har Govind in a letter to the- author of this 

1 l b. t n'll bo taken up in a subsequent 
, A <letailerl discussion oft 10 su J0C . 'y 1 

volume : Social Philosophy of the Sikhs. 

2. Dabistan-ii, p. 268. 

8, Ibid, p, 281. 
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work gave himself the title of Nanak, which was his right distinc
tion. I saw him in the year 1033 of the Hijra (A. D. 1643) in 
Kiratpur ".1 

The belief is also confirmed from the Granth. Satta and 
Balwanda, the two musicians of the house of Nanak, composed a 
war in praise, of the earlier Gurus, in which they say, that not 
only the second Guru had the same light which the first Guru had, 
but also the mode of life and activities of Angad were the same. 
Further they say that Nanak simply changed bodies from one 
to the other.2 Another contemporary of the Guru, Bhai Gurdas 
in his writings emphasises the same point. He traces this trans
mission of light from God to the First Guru and from him 
to the Second and so on to the Sixth Guru in whose days 
he breathed his last.3 The reader may like to know the views 
held by the Gurus themselves on this point. Nanak's hymn has 
already been referred to in a note 'of this section. Guru Gobind 
Singh made the whole thing very explicit in his autobiography 
entitled "Bachitra Natak "-the wonderful drarna.4 In it he says : 

The holy Nanak was revered as Angad, 
Angad was recognised as Amar Das, 
And Amar Das became Ram Das. 

The pious saw this but not the fools, 
Who thought them all distinct ; 
But some rare person recognised that they were all one. 
When Ram Das was blended with God, 
He gave the Guruship to Arjan.5 

l. Tt/~i=~•idence _is of some_ interest for it shows that the Gm us in a 1) art i
ooe \~it\1vN:~:~he1 privllle corrrspondPllCP ronsirlerrd them~Ph'PR to he 
although they a;·e \\~r~~~e hbly l(t?'nth nit l1ynms :n e n~~iµmd to Nanak 
did t':i~ same. But the ~ik/G' 1 

er1n~. ~'.1'.1' 11 ~- 'flic H111du sage Vaynsn 
sume mdiviclual continuin . ~tis _e H Hd, all m. all, '.'s one and the 
One Guru promises to do ag ~er~e. samo. soul with different bodies. 
of hill. L:iter ou tl1e proruisrcl /m. act Ill some suhsr411ent incn.rnntion 
previous event when the promi·sect_ is clon

1
o a11CI rc•ff•nncri is m11d11 tc, the • " ,, as 1nn.c <.'. 

2. U. G., p. 967: Ra.mkn.li ki War: 

Gur Angad di dohi phiri sachu K ·t· . 
kar mal takht baitha saidali ...... a~1 

.ii bnnclh bnhali. Nanak kaia pa.It 
Joti samuni joti mn.hi ap ll"ai set· 'k• 

,., 1 mt 1cn ..... 4. 
3. W. G., p. 433-37. War-24-1-X St 

.,, - anzns, 
4. An English translation of sunie I t 

seen in S. R., v, p. 286- 806. 1~hee~it~as~ages_ of this com_position can be 
R o o95 e given is Vichiira Natak. f>, ,._, ..... , v, p, fl ' 
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Thus he continues to say that all the Gurus were one. The 
Western scholars also recognise this general belief of the Sikhs. 
Thus Joseph Davy Cunningham in his • History of 'the Sikhs• 
describes Guru Gobind Singh as" inheritor of the spirit of Nanak, 
transmitted to him as one lamp imparts its flame to another". 
Here the historian gives an interesting footnote to show that 
the idea was also held in some form or other by some poets 
in Europe. Surely the idea is in no way unique with the Sikhs. 
It was very common among the Buddhists. The theory of Bodhi
Sattvas is more or less the same. The Buddhist institution of 
Lamaship1 in Tibet is still based nearly on the same idea. Nanak 
in his far and wide travels must have come to know of the 
practice so common among the Buddhists. He is said to have 
gone to Tibet and must have met so many Buddhists residing 
in that country. No wonder he might have heard of the syst~m 
of Lamaship in Tibet. 

The idea of spiritual succession was quite common among 
the Sufi Muhammadans with one of whom Nanak's conver

sation is recorded in the Granth and the idea was not alien 
to the Hindu mind. The important element of the concept is 

not the spiritual succession but spiritual transmission. It is I 
think only a nobler and elevated form of the idea of transmig
ration of souls. Although it is not exactly that, yet it can be 
conceived as having originated from this metaphysical theory. 
Most explicitly it was held by the · later Buddhists from whom 
I think it came to the Sikhs. "The idea of reincarnation," 
writes L. A. Waddel, "which is fundamental element of belief 
in Buddhism, derived from its parent stock Brahminism, does 

not appear to have been definitely utilised for the regulation 

of the hierarchical succession in India." 2 

Guru Nanak's meetings and dialogues with the Yogis or 

Kanphatas are mentioned in the Granth and the Janam Sakhis. 

T · · 1 1·011 was very he idea of the Guru and the sp1ntua success 
common among these Yogis or the Siddhas. They had a ~owerfu~ 

. ll d h Ives the chelas sect m the days of Nanak and ca e t emse . . 
of Gorakh Nath." As the traditions agree in r~prese~ri~g him 

1 h immediate d1sc1ple of 
as the son of or more or ess t e___ __ ·---------

1. There appeared an interesting article on Lama 
Lahore, vol. Xlll, No.~, .Feb. 1937. 

2. E. U. E., VII, p. 786, 

of 'l'ibet in Phulwari of 
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Matayendranath, who belongs to the Nepalese . Buddhism _(an~ 
is even identified with the Bodhisattva Avolokitecvara), it 1s . 
probable that-they were connected originally with the religion 
of Cakyamuni." 1 It is interesting to note that whereas the word 
' Guru ' is common to both Siddhism-the religion of Gorakh 
Nath-and Sikhism-the religion of Nanak, the words used by 

them for their followers as Chela and Sikh respectively have 
the same meaning of a disciple. Anyhow the belief of this 
spiritual transmission got a new force and a new connotation in 
the system of the Sikh Gurus. lnspite of the fact that the 
idea can be traced back to Hinduism or Buddhism, Lamaism or 
Siddhism, the concept of the word ' Guru ' remains quite new 
as used in the Sikh scriptures. It is used in the sense of an 
Avatara or a Prophet or One specially sent by God to help mankind 
from darkness to light. 

I was concerned here on the one hand with the belief of unity 
in the plurality of the Gurus and on the other from the point of view 
of my use of the word ' Guru ' in this book. Although every Guru 
was responsible for a definite phase in the process of practical 
development of the Sikh religion, yet for the purpose of theoreti
cal philosophy all Gurus can be treated as one. To quote Dr. 
Trumpp once more, " We need therefore-not anxiously distin
guish between the words of Baba Nanak and those of the following 
Gurus 

2
• Therefore generally, unless otherwise made clear, the 

word ' the Guru ' in these pages has been used for the exponent 
of Sikh philosophy and the author of the Sikh religion. 

The belief of unity in the plurality of the Gurus served a use

ful purpose in the development of Sikhism. But for this belief, there 
w_ould _have been no Sikh nation as such. Already the signs of 
dissension were appearing in the very days of the Gurus them
selves. The Udasis, the Dhirmalias, the Ramraias and the Minas 
had formed branches from the main trunk d Id I 

an more wou rnve 
br~ken off. There may be some mystic truth in the belief of the 
spiritual transmission and the unity of the G b I 
· · l'k h · urus ut apparent y 
1t 1s 1 e t e Kmg of a great Empire who n d' Th K' · . ever 1es. e mg 1s 
the crown and· remams the same although th h 

, e persons c ange. 
1, E. R. E,, VII, p. 786, 
2. R. 0, I., p. 218. 
8, A., G,, p. XCII, 
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From the religious point of view, the faith is very much en
hanced and the internal development of the believer is more ensured 
on psychological grounds, if he feels that the person under whose 
guidance he is proceeding on the road of perfection is the same 
original one whom God Himself initiated. Moreover there is 
always some glamour about the past which.overcomes some of the 
apparent shortcomings of the present. Thus the disciple is always 
on sure grounds. But when· this person merges into the whole 
community, and the followers themselves in an organised form 
become the Guru, then quite a new situation arises. Moral res
ponsibility, social unity, and the progress ·of the whole become 
the objective ; and the self-confidence of members is increased 
extraordinarily. The disadvantages of the loss of a real personality 
which is always the source of reverence, awe and inspiration 
are considered to have been compensated by the substitution of the 
• Guru-Granth-Panth ' as the object of reverence equal to that 
of the Guru. 



CHAPTER III 

THE CHIEF SOURCES OF THE MATERIAL 

This work has been based on three books : 

A.-The chief basis of this work has been the Guru Granth. 

B.-The Dasam Granth. 

C.-The works of Bhai Gurdas. 

THE first named is the Bible of the Sikhs and is not easy to 
handle for philosophical analysis. Therefore the task of analys

ing the Sikh doctrines is by no means easy. The teaching of the 

Guru, both religious and moral, lies· so very scattered all over the 
Granth that a careful research has to be made before the views of 
the Guru can be brought under different philosophical heads. This 
analytic search will not yield a system unless the real link is dis
covered and the material is regularly synthesised. Such a synthesis 
is not mere piling up of different concepts. Sometimes there 
appears to be a contradiction in ideas and on such occasions the task 
of a critic becomes much more di#icult. Not only has he to re
study the context of the whole idea but also in the case of some pas
sages has he to fall back on the biographical references of the Guru, 
which are not available from the holy book itself and which deter
mine the tone, the purpose and the real index to the central idea 
contained in the passage. Besides, any attempt to comprehend the 
Sikh doctrines requires also some knowledge of the doctrines and 
practices of the systems and faiths existing in India ~and its ·sur
rounding countries at the time of Nanak and his successors. The 
difficulty of the language is by no means small. We have already 
noted in this connection Professor Max Muller's remark about Dr. 

Trumpp's work. Keeping these facts in view it will not be a 
matter of surprise if my present attempt results in just a bare 
outline of the philosophy of Sikhism. 

A.-The Guru Granth 

Authorsh~p.-It has sometimes been said that Guru Angad 
wrote th~ Adi Granth and Guru Arjan enlarged it.1 But the actual 
authorship belongs neither to the one nor to the other. The 

!. Cf. E. B., XX, p. 647. -------------------
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latter collected the hymns of the first four Gurus from some 
of their descendents and added to them his own which amount 
to more than one-third of the whole collection. The Guru 
dictated these hymns to Bhai Gurdas who acted as a scribe. 
' The followers of the principal Indian saints, Hindu and Muham
madan, since the days of J aidev, were invited by the Guru to 
attend and suggest suitable hymns for insertion in the sacred 
book. They repeated hymns of their respective sects ; and 
such as conformed to the spirit of :reform then in vogue, or 
were not wholly inconsistent with Guru's teaching, were adopted 
and incorporated in the Granth. According to the Hindu religion 
it was deemed a sin to listen to the teachings of Musalmans, 
to say nothing of that of Sudras. It was one of the Guru's 
objects to show to the world that there was no such superstition 
in the Sikh religion, and that every good man was worthy of 
honour and reverence. Four Bhagtas of Lahore-Kahna, Chhajju, 
Shah Hussain and Pilo-with a desire of being immortalised by 
getting their hymns entered in the Granth came to the Guru 
and requested him to find a place in the book for their com
positions. The Guru rejected them as they were opposed to the 
main teachings of Sikhism. Kahna's identity with God, Chhajju's 
condemnation of women, Shah Hussain's despair and Pilo's pessim
ism were not approved of by the Guru.1 

In all the following constitute the authorship of the Granth : 

I.-Six Sikh Gurus-the first five and the ninth.2 

IL-Sixteen Bhagats3 or saints in chronological order are : 
Jai Dev (Bengal), Nam Dev (Bombay), Trilochan (Bombay), 
Permanand (Bombay), Sadna (Sindh), Beni? Ramanand (U.P.), 

1. S11.mples which these Bl111.g11.ts offered were : 

(1) Kahna.-1 am He, I n.m He, w horn the V tidas and tho Puro.no.s sing. 
(2) Chhajju.-Look thou not on women-she will ta.ke thee and kill thee. 
(8) Shah Huss1Lin.-Be silent-tl1e world is not 11. place to speak a.bout. 
(4) Pilo.-'l'hoy who ha.ve died n.t their birth 1Lre superior to us. They 

do not thrm,t their feet into tho mire and are not befouled there
with ( World is the mire). 

2. One couplet is also a.ssignecl to the 'renth Guru. It is No. 64, p. 1428 of 
the G. G. It is difficult to agree with this view. In the 1Lbsence ~f a 
definite proof why tho couplet should not be assigned to the Nmth 
Guru in whose name it stands, seems to be beyond reason. 

8. Dr. Na.rang who perhaps bases his inference on 'l'rumpp givei; fourteen 11.s 
the numb~r of Bhagats. Both of then~ o!llit Mi:a.bai n?d ~u..rmanand. 
The former composed a hymn which 1s m Bluu Banno s e1.ht1on. The 
hymn of the latter is iu Rag Sarang. 
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Dhanna (Tank-Rajputana), Pipa (U.P.), Sain, (Rewa-U.P.), Kabir 
(Banaras), Rav Das (U.P.), Mirabai (Rajputana), Farid (West 
Punjab), Bhikhan (U.P.), Sur Das (Oudh). 

They represent nearly the four centuries of Indian thought from 
the middle of the twelfth to the middle of the sixteenth 
century AD. The Sikh Gurus who never came in contact with 
any of these saints, except of course Nanak and Farid, belong 
roughly to two centuries immediately following the above period. 
Thus the Granth is a good record of the religious thought of 
India from the twelfth to the seventeenth century A.D. 

III.-The third set of the authors of the Granth falling within 
the same period consists of Bhattas whose compositions in the 
Granth are panegyrics on the first five Gurus. Their names and 
numbers have been given differently by different writers. 1 But 
a close reading of their Swayyas give us the seventeen following 
names: Mathra, Jalap, Bal, Harbans, Talya, Salya, Jalya, Bhal, 
Kalb Sahar, Kal, Jal, Nal, Kirat, Das, Gayand, Sadrang, and 
Bhikha. 

IV.-Some scholars2 end the list of the authors of the Granth 
with the Bhattas as if there exists any edition of the holy book 
which does not contain Ram Kali Sadd of Sundar, hymns of 
Mardana and a long poem-War of Satta and Balwanda. 

The Guru Granth contains 3384 hymns which are ' consider
ably more than three times of the bulk of the Rigveda.' The 
total number of stanzas has been given by Pincott3 as 15,575 
out of which 6204 were written by the Fifth Guru, 2949 by the 
First, 2522 by the Third, 1730 by the Fourth, 196 by the Ninth, 
and 57 by the Second Guru. Of the remainder the highest 
number of stanzas is in the name of Kabir and the lowest in 
the name of Mardana.4 

The compilation work of the G~anth came to a successful 
end at Amritsar in the year 1604. ' At the conclusion of his 
task the Guru told his Sikhs that the Granth Sahib was the 
embodiment of the Gurus and should, therefore, be held in extreme 

1. Dr. Trumpn gives fi/t~en Bhe.tt11.e (A.G., p. CXX). Dr. No.rang simply re-
produces Trumpps list (T. 0. S., p. II). Dr, Mohan Singh gives only 
twelve, (H. P. L., p, 36). 

2. Cf .. A. G. and 1'. 0, S. 

3 J. R. A. S., Vol. XVIII, Co.lcutto., article by Fredric Plncott. 
4. Cf. Ba~a Budh Singb'e. calculations in Hans Chog, p. 93: . The Oro.nth 

contains 28444 ~loke.s 1f one ffloka was to consist of 16 letters, 
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reverence.• Thus we have before us a most authenticated book 
to rely upon. I reproduce here an interesting passage from 
Macauliffe's work concerning the authenticity of the Guru's 
teachings : "The Sikh religion differs as regards the authenticity 
of its dogmas from most other great theological systems. Many 
of the great teachers the world has known have not left a line 
of their own composition and we only know what they taught 
through tradition or secondhand information. If Pythogaras wrote 
any of his tenets, his writings have not descended to us. We 
know the teachings of Socrates (Sokrates) only through the writings 
of Plato and. Xenophen. Buddha (Budha) has left no written 
memorial of his teaching, Kungfu-tze, known to Europeans as 
Confuscius, left no documents in which he detailed the prin
ciples of his moral and social system. The Founder of Chris
tianity did not reduce his doctrines to writing and for them 
we are obliged to trust to the Gospels according to Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. The Arabian Prophet did not himself 
reduce to writing the chapters of the Quran. They were written 
or compiled by his adherents and followers. But the compositions 
of the Sikh Gurus are preserved and we know it first-hand what 

they taught." 

The Arrangements of the Contents 

Some scholars 1 seem to be very much upset by an extreme 
lack of order and classification in the collection of the hymns 
of the Adi Granth. To appreciate the arrangement of the con
tents of the Granth we have to bear in mind the chief contribution 
which the Sikh Gurus made towards the different paths of reali
sation of the ideal for the human being. In fact the Guru 
invented a somewhat new path of salvation. It is neither Karma 
Marga, nor strictly Gyan Marga, nor even the traditional Hindu 
Bhakti Marga. It is Nam Marga, which on the theoretical side 
may be called aesthetic idealism and on its practical side it lays 
emphasis on aesthetic communion and its result Wismad-wonder. 
Music, consequently, plays a great part in this system. It is the 
poetry and th£ music of the contents of the Granth revealing 
simple and direct truths which charm a reader of Gurbani. 
What Lange in his history said of Schiller's philosophical poems' 
m which the spirit takes its flight-in das Gedankenland der 

l, Ct. A., G. 
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Schonheit' and finds there not only aesthetic satisfaction, but 
also ethical har~ony and religious peace, is very appropriately 
applicable to the hymns of the Gurus. That is why there is a 
belief and many Sikhs act upon it, that only a sincere and con
centrated reading of Gurbani can bring peace to the soul. ' The 
future of religion and speculative metaphysics', writes Pringle 
Pattison in 'The Idea of God', 'lies a~cording to him (Lange) 
in this free poetic creation of a spiritual home, (Heimat der 
Geister) in which our highest ideals are realised '. The Guru 
created such a spiritual home for the Sikhs in the Granth. 

The Granth in its contents does not resemble the Vedas as 
some scholars think.1 The objective was not to lay down any 
clear-cut system of philosophy nor to place before us a definite set 
of rules for ritual practices or social observances. The Rig Veda will 
teach a woman : 'Take unto thyself eleventh husband by Niyoga " 2 

The Quran will teach a man : " Marry such women as seem good 
to you two and three and four." 3 But a seeker for guidance 
in such worldly affairs will be hopelessly disappointed from the 
contents of the Granth. Mental solace and spiritual peace was 
the end in view of the Guru while composing Granthic hymns. 
This he conceived to be most easily realisable through music. 
So music forms the basis of classification of the contents of the 
Granth. ' The hymns that are to be sung in a particular Rag 
were first placed together; and were then arranged under the 
following heads :-(1) Chaupadas-containing an average of four 
verses each; (2) Ashtpadis-containing an average of eight stanzas 
each; (3) Special long poems; (4) Chhants-consisting of six 
line verses; (5) Special short poems; (6) Wars (Vars)-consisting 

of two or more Sloks, and a Pauri or a concluding stanzas . 
(7) Poems of Bhagats in the same order. ' 

. ~here is absolutely no deviation from this clearly defined 
pnnc1ple. The hymns were furth 1 "f" d cl" 
Gh er c asst 1e accor mg to the 

ar or the musical clef i h • 1 · 
A d · . ' n w Ic 1 each hymn was to be sung. 

~cor '.ng . to the lndtan method of singing, the accent falls and 
v01ce nses and falls, in different "t" . 
in h. "h th pos1 ions, accordmg to the Ghar 

w IC e verses are to be sung ! · 

1. Cf, T. 0. S. ---------
2. Hig Ved1t quoted by Swami Dny N l X 
fl Q Ch a anc ' 46 . 85 • • . nran, apter 4-3, P. 80, ' · · 
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At the end of the Granth the Guru1 has given an index2 

of all Rags and Ragnis and their families. This classification is diff
erent from the generally accepted Hindu classification. The Guru 
began with Sri Rag because this Rag he says has got easy approach 
to the spiritual abode of peace. On account of this he has called 
it ' the foremost of all the Rags ' 3

• According to the index given 
by the Guru there are six main Rags which have thirty Ragnis 
(wives) and the sons of these are 18 and 10 and 20 i.e. 43. 
The total comes to 84. But the hymns uttered by the Guru 
fall only under thirty one of this total. So that the ' Adi Granth 
is arranged on a clearly t.raceable system, depending firstly on 
the tunes to which the poems were sung; secondly, on 
the nature or the metre of the poems themselves; thirdly, on 
their authorship; and fourthly, on the clef or key deemed appro
priate to them. It follows, as a corollary, that the position 
of the hymns have no reference to their antiquity or dogmatic 
importance; and also' that the Adi Granth is a single systematic 
collection, into which the later editions of the Ninth Guru, were 

, inserted in their appropriate places." 4 There arc ten main headings 
under which the hymns of the Granth can be divided : 

(1) Japu ji-a philosophical poem of deep meditation, 

pp. 1-7; 
(2) Musical hymns, pp. 8-1351; 
(3) Slok Sahskriti, pp. 1352-1359; 
( 4) Gatha, pp. 1359-1361 ; 

1. There has belln a great controversy about the authorship of Rag Mala. 
llfr. l\I11.c1rnlilfo thought that it was not composer! hy tho Guru. Hut 
now it lllls l,oen conclusively prover! that it was writtrn by the Fifth 
Guru and ;tppeuded by him. See G. G. K. Appendix, pp. 1851-1400. 

2. Dr. Naranrr seems to have misunderstood the source of his information. 
·' 'l'ho pr;sl'nt 11.rrangement, he writes, (T. 0. 8)" of Adi Granth is due 
to the v;enius of Bhai Mani Singh, the martyr. He rocast the whole 
book and arranged it 11.~ain so as to group together the works of each 
writot· composed in a particular Ra~. 11 In hi~ footD;ote the D:1'· ~ays 
that this fit.ct has been neglected by all English wr1t~rs ~m S1kh1~m. 
The fact is the otLor way round. Tho Dr. is wrong rn hie a_ssert1on 
and tho English writers are correct. Mani Singh thon~ht that it would 
bo better nnd more convenient to compile all the hymns of each Guru 
sopnrntely in one pince. Tho Gum h!'-d don~ it as ~lescri~ed above_ o_n 
the liusis of musical monsuroe. This wns m koep111,:; W!th the ap1r1t 
of the emphasis which Sikhism lnicl on the aestn_et1c ~1do of human 
nature. l\In.ni Singh carried out his_ wish hut the Sikhs m:9te11.d of ac
ceptin~ it, fined n.nd censurod tho mnovn.~or, who apo,!~giso,I n~d w~s 
pardoned. The original edition of the tune of the .I: iHh Gm u s~tll 
exists at K1irtarpur. Tho present arrai:igement of th~ Grant-h ~a)hes 
oxuctly with it. Thore 11.ppearerl o.n 11.rt1cle on these different ed1t1ons 
cf the Gm.nth in Phulwari, Vol. XIII, No. 2, 1987. 

8. G. G., Sri Rn.g Ki War, Mnhala 4, P. 82. 
4. Pincott. 
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(5) Funhe, pp. 1361-1363 ; 
(6) Chaubole, pp. 1363-1364 ; 
(7) Sloks of Kabir and Farid. 1364-1384; 
(8) Swayyas of the Gurus and the Bhattas, pp. 1384-1408 ; 
(9) Sloks of the Guru, pp. 1409-1428 ; 

(10) Rag Mala-the index ,of Sikh musical measures, to 
p. 1430. 

The Teachings of the Hymns of the Granth 

It has often been found that scholars of the West and also 
of India compare the Granth both in form and in content with 
Rig Veda. It is not improbable that there may be some resemblance 
between the two books. Teachings of both have been interpret
ted differently by different writers. But this apparent difference 
of interpretation is found regarding every holy book. It is true 
of the Bible, the Quran, the Rig Veda, the Gita and so also of 
the Granth. Just as we have got Pfeiderer, Pictet along with Roth 
and Daya Nand, Ram Mohan Roy, Bloomfield, Bergaigne, Sayana 
and Aurbindo Ghosh giving different interpretations to Vedic hymns ; 
similarly there are Vedantists who say that the Granth teaches 
Vedantism ; there are mystics who hold that it reveals an excel
lent exposition of Sufism ; people having inclinations towards 
Mimansic Karma-Kanda do not fail to get some hymns to support 
their view-point ; the Bhakti school finds the Bhakti dominating 
the whole volume ; but the truth is that we can neither affirm 
any of these views nor can we boldly deny them. This reminds 
me of an excellent example given by Bal Ganga Dhar Tilak about 
similar controversy regarding the teachings of Gita, with which I 
think the Granth resembles more than any other book. 

" Suppose ", says Tilak, " looking at a nice and sweet food 
preparation, one says that it is made of wheat and another one 
says it_ is made ~f Ghee and a third one says it' is made of sugur, 
according to his own taste · then whi"ch O f h ·11 • ne o t em w1 you 
call wrong ? Each one is correct in h" d I · I . 1s own way an u t1mate y 
the question what that food preparati"on 1· · 1 d . s, remains unso ve . 
Because as it is impossible to mix l 1 · · d b w 1eat, c anfie utter, and 
sugar to prepare from them various kinds f bl h . o eata es-t e parti-
cular eatable cannot be sufficiently defin d b · h Gh . e y saymg t at ee 
or wheat or sugar 1s the principle element in it." 1 What the 
1. Git a, Part I, P. 20. 
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Granth teaches is one consistent systematic whole combining and 
transcending all the three elements of the Karma, Bhakti and Gyan. 
The Guru's system is that of Nam. On acco~nt of their mental 
bias different writers interpret the hymns of the Granth differently. 

In India the standard of judging the unity of a particular book 

has been determined by a classical Mimansic verse which runs as 
follows: 

Upakramopasainharav abhyaso purvata phalam ; 

Arthavadopapatti ca lingam tatparyanirnaya. 

This implies seven steps : beginning, end, emphasis by ;epetition ot 
the problem to be established, newness of the subject matter, effect, 
the digressions made to illuminate and illustrate by comparison or 
contrast, the subject matter of the book, the natural logical in
ference from the previous stage. I need not enter int9 the appli
cation of these tests to the Granth, as it has already been dobe 
by the Nirmala scholars, especially by Pandit Sadhu Singh in his 
Sidhant Jyoti. 

The Guru in the concluding passage of the Granth entitled 
Mundavani has summarised the purpose of the Granthic hymns m 

the following words : 

In this vessel (the Granth, some also interpret it as the uni
verse) three things have been put : Truth, Harmony and Wisdom or 
Reason. These are seasoned with the ambrosial name of God, 
which is the ground of all. Whoever eateth and enjoyeth shall be 
saved. 

The Guru's idea was to present to the world a book which 
should serve as a text book of universal religion, and something 
which is essential and common- to the truly religious side of a 
faith. The social, practical, secular and ritual aspects of a religion 

are relative to time, place and other environments. These things 
change and should not, according to the Guru, form the subject
mati:er of a holy book, whose teachings are to guide men to 

. spiritual peace at all times and in all countries. Even Guru Gobind 
Singh who institutionalised the Sikh doctrines did not include these 
rules in his own Granth. For that aspect of Sikhism a student has 
to turn to Rabat Nam·as etc. The teachings of the Granth are 
primarily spiritual and secondarily philosophical. Peace of the soul 

is the constant aim before the Guru. 
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Revelation 
As we have seen above the Guru does not claim himself to be 

an incarnation of God-which theory he severely repudiates-but 
sometimes he does represent himself to be the mouthpiece of God. 
The knowledge contained in the hymns is described t~ be God 
given.1 There are two theories about this revelation of the holy 
books. One is that God becomes incarnate as an Avatara and 
whatever he says and does is divine. This is the Hindu view.2 The 
other is that when the religious life has grown stagnant and worship 
has become mechanical, when human hearts led captive by the 
desire of this world have forgotten the heavenly goal, through the 
elect souls (prophets etc.) the divine quickening comes and rrien are 
braced for the fulfilment of their divine vocation '. This is special 
revelation of God to specially selected men. it is true in the field 
of religion only. ' The mountain peak first catches the -light of 
the rising sun ; and so it is the prophet, standing high above the 
crowd of men, who receives the revealing light of God and then 
reflects to the many '. 3 

This kind of special revelation is also understood in two senses. 
One is that God communicates His teachings in His own words 
and those words are simply repeated by the prophet like a gramo
phone record. In this notion the prophet simply works as an in
strument. The other belief is that God communicates not the 
words but the content of the words-the knowledge. In both these 
views there is generally conveyed the thought of a communi
cation of truth to which man could not attain by his unaided 
powers. That is to say a knowledge is communicated by God to 
man which man otherwise could not have possessed. ' The 

history of the development of religion, a comparative study of 
scriptures and the modern application of psychology to religion has 
falsified such old notions.' There is another view about the re
velation which is more widely held by the mystics and poets. 
According to this view the mystic unity · of the individual self 
with the Universal Self, in other words the communion of man 
with God inspires_ certain __ in~i".'_~d_ua~s~ _ _who set forth their experi-

1. Soe Note 1 on p, 29 of t:1is book. 
2. Cf. Lord Krishn11.'s words in the Gita . Wh 

birth in the world. Uf, also Dl\yn.onntl' . enev~r Evil spreads I take 
pp. 222-224. • . 9 views Ill " Light of 1'ruth ", 

3. The Philosophy of Religion by Galloway, p, 686_ 
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ence in the holy books. Thus inspired they arrive. at the uni
versal truth. This is the · truth ' which is not reached through 
the analytical process of reasoning and does not depend for proof 
on some corroborations of outward facts or the prevalent faith 
and practice of the people-the truth which comes like an inspira
tion out of contact with its surroundings brings with it ai:i assur
ance that it has been sent from an inner source of divine wisdom, 
that the individual who has realised it is specially inspired and 
therefore has his responsibility as a direct medium of communi
cation of divine truth ? 1 

The revelation in actual words is believed by the Muhammadans 
in the form of a direct message from God to Prophet Muhammad.2 

The revelation of truth in general-the insight-is referred to by 
the Guru about himself. In this sense the Granth is a revealed 
book. 

The Granth-The Adi, The Guru 

Whenever I use the word the Granth in this work I mean the 
Adi Granth or the Guru Granth-the Bible of the Sikhs. It got its 
title the Guru from the compiler himself. I have already referred 
to this fact. 3 The title was confirmed and ceremonially conferred 
on the book by last Guru in 1708 A.D.4 

Apart from this do~matic belief it is called the Guru because 
it throws light on the path leading to the highest goal of spirituality. 
Its study serves as a guide. The Guru means one who throws light ; 
guides in darkness.5 When the Guru is living bodily he guides his 
disciples by his words. At that time the auditory organs receive the 
stimuli. Now the same words are contained in the book and the 
task of receiving the stimuli is shifted from hearing to sight-to 
visual organs of the reader 6 or to the same auditory organs if one 
happens to be a listener to what is being read by the Granthi or the 
Kirtania-the singer of hymns. 
----------------------------
1. R. 0. M., p. 79. 
2. Among the Muhammaclans too thero are people who believe in the 

revelR.tion of irleas. The Into Sir Say_yirl WRS one of thPm. On the 
other hand tho Ahm11rli1L sect goes so far as to say that Goel not only 
reveals worrls !Holy Quran, pp. LXX-LXXIJ : but Mr. 8h1Lms one of 
the Imams of London Mosque tolrl me lhat Mirza Ghuln~1 Ahmad of 
Q1Ldian got u rovela.tion in Englis_h, a. lnngungC? of winch he knew 
not 11, Ainglo worrl. Tho Imnm'R vu~w waR co!itirme,rl when I read 
' The Teachings of Islam ' 1896, Engheh transln.t1on 1929, p. 71. 

3. See p. 60 of this book. 

4. S. R., V, p. 244. 
5. G. G. K., pp. 471-473. 
6. G. N., p. 188. 
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The Guru says that just as a column supports the roof, similarly 
the Guru's word keeps the wayfarer firm on his path.1 Again 
he says the book containing the divine word is the residence of the 
divinity Himself.2 The idea underlying, I think, is the extreme 
faith and reverence which are so essential for spiritual progress 
and religious development. 

The Granth is also known as the Adi Granth. The title of Adi 
to it was given in order to distinguish it from a later Granth com
posed by the Tenth Guru. Adi means the first one. The full title 
of the book before - me is given as : Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahibji. 
Sri, Sahib and Ji are words used out of respect. 

B.-The Dasam Granth 

The full title of the book before me is : Sri Dasam Guru Granth 
Sahibji, published at Gurmat Press, Amritsar. I need not enter 
into a detailed description of the Dasam Grantl1, which I have 
not very much used for the philosophical exposition of the doctrines. 
of Sikhism. As for as speculative philosophy is concerned Guru 
Gobind Singh's views do not materially differ from the views of 
his predecessors contained in the Adi Granth. The idea of God 
which he conceived as a military leader is, of course, a new con
tribution to the Sikh attributes of God and this will be discus
sed in its proper place. There are conflicting remarks met with 
in English literature about the teachings of Guru Gobind .. Some 
hold he relapsed into Hinduism.' Quite opposite is the view that 
he absolutely separated the Sikhs from the Hindus.4 Again there 
are some who say that under the Tenth Guru the Sikhs became 
intolerant 5 and opposed to this view are men like Jacquement 
who found the Sikhs to be extremely tolerant, not at all fanatic, 
unsophisticated and simple with open honesty.6 

1. Jin mandar kau thiimai thamman, 

Tin Gnr ka sabd manih astluunman 3-15, Gnuri Sukhmani Mahala V, 
G. G., p. 282. ' 

2. G. G., p. 1225, Sarnng Maha1a V,: Pothi Prameshar ka tlian. 2-90-113. 
3. See A.G., Trumpp, p. LXXII ; Macnicol L R I 223 . ,, ll b. J t 

into Sikhism Hindu elemouts ". ' · · ·• p, , e roug 1 

4. It is imnossiblo to recobcilo the r,,Jigion which Goh· ls· t bl" h a 
'':ith the belief of Ilindus ", Malcolm's SkefchT 11l15c0 rnSi:;n _els a _is teh 
v f M 1·ff c · 1 F" , P• , Ifill ar are e iews o · aciu1 1 , unnmg inm, • 10ld etc. 

5. T. 0. S., p. xx. 

6. Letters from India ... , .. 1894. 
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In a part of the Dasam Granth the Guru attempted to give 
an account of Hindu mythology, a knowledge of which was so 
t!ssential to understand Sikhism which grew on the soil of India. 
The Adi Granth contains many allusions and references which 
before Guru Gobind Singh's work could only be learnt from 
Sanskrit books. Thus the last Guru brought the knowledge of 
the Hindu religion and mythology within easy reach of the Sikhs 
by writing in their own script and vernacular. A student of 

the Adi Granth has to know the nature of those beliefs which 
the Granth clearly rejects in its pages. The inclusion of such 
discussions in the Dasam Granth should not make u·s think that 
the author accepted and thus relapsed into Hinduism. The Christian 
missionary societies are translating the religious books of the 
world, but this does not mean that in doing so they fall from 
Christianity and lap~e into other faiths. It is purely an academic 
interest to have some comparative insight into the teachin_gs of 
other fai~hs. 

There is also some controversy about the authorship c,f the 
Dasam Granth. Some hold, (Mr. Macauliffe included), that it 
is a collection of the works of various poets of the court of 
the Tenth Guru and that only a small portion of it can be 
ascribed to Guru Gobind Singh. Others, including the Nirmalas, 
believe •that the whole of the book was written by the Gu"ru 
and his purpose in writing it was not to give us a rival sacred 
book but to throw side-lights on the Adi Granth. There is a 
third group, which is prepartd to aceept the Nirmala view that 
the Tenth Guru wrote the Dasam Granth but they say the Guru 
can never be the author of the long episode ~f ~akhian Chritra 

T . a Charitra They think it below the d1gmty of the Guru or iry · .. 
to deal with the wiles of women.1 But the e~1t1on that I h~ve 

lted begins this composition with Patshalu X i.e., as havmg 
consu . . . 2 been written by Guru Gobmd Smgh, the Tenth Kmg. A st~onger 
argument in favour of the Nirmala view is the internal ev1denc_e 
of style, idiom _and the general form of presentation. But this 
need not be the last word on the point. The matter needs a 
careful . research which is not within our scope of the work 

m hand. 

1. C/. H. P. L., P• 4o. t I I 
I I · If ·c1 thut in giving these accoun s 1ave 

2. The Tenth Gnr~1 ius umse sui ness to maint~in righteousness : 
no other motive except my eager _ 
Avur vashnn niihi knjh, dhn.rmyn<l<lh ke chao. 
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The contents of the Dasam Granth are divided into the 
following twelve parts: 

(1) Jap-meditation on the names of God, pp. I-II ; (2) Akal 
Ustat in praise of the Immortal, pp. II-39; (3) Bachitra Natak
wonderful drama, pp. 38-118; (4) War Sri Bhagauti ji ki-a 

, war poem, pp. 119-127; (5) Gyan Prabodh-giver of knowledge, 
pp. 127-154; (6) The Hindu Incarnations of God, pp. 155-708; 
(7) Hymns in Ramkali, pp. 709-712; (8) Hymns in Swayyas, 
pp. 712-716; (9) Hymns about the Sikhs, pp. 716-717 ; (10) 
Shastar Nam Mala, in praise of weapons, pp. 717-808; (11) 
Pakhian Charitra pp. 809-1359; (12) Zafar Nama, a letter of 
victory in Persian addressed to Aurangzeb and some stories, 
pp. 1359-1427. 

C.-W orks of Bhai Gurdas 
I 

Two works of Gurdas Bhalla have come down to us :-(1) 
Wars, (2) Kabits and Swayyas. The former is known and was 
described by Guru Arjan, the compiler of the Adi Granth, as 

a . key to the holy book. They say, the study of Gurdas's Wars 
is essential for following the true implications of the Granthic 

hymns.1 

1. A mention he.s already been made of Bhai Gurdas in Chapter I. For 
a detai_l_~d. information about his life and works see S. H., I, pp. LXIIl 
-V[, 111, 1v; H.P. L; Hans <.:hog by Be.we. Budh Singh; G. 8. R.: 
G. 8 _and_ commentH.ries of G.vnni Hazarn Singh, Amritsar 1u:,d GyAni, 
NH.rn1n 81111,;h 'ra_rn Tii~11n: _'l'he first two books 11re written in English 
au<l the rest are 1n PanJab1-Gurm11kfii. 



PART II-SOURCES OF SIKHISM 
CHAPTER IV 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 
" IN order to explain a particular philosophy we must first 

make a careful and comprehensive examination of its sources ".1 

We. cannot think of any movement which can be called abso
lutely original. The past becomes the present, which again 
imperceptibly passes into the future. There seems to be a · Berg
sonian' change which is more or less universal. The Guru says 
that all is cha/aiman-changing. But this change is not mechanical 
and deterministical except in the course of what we call nature. 
on the material level. As soon as the mind clement comes in, 
there enters into it a disturbing factor. The continuous flow of 
the mechanical nature is interrupted. There was no past, present 
or future for that flow. The mind appears, interferes and the 
concept of three tenses begins. Herc we. have got different 
schools of thought. One holds that mind too is a part of this 
deterministic flow of nature. Another group says : • no, mind is 
free and changes this flow·. There is a third group of thinkers 
who hold the middle course. The mind is a part of the flow 
but with potential initiativeness. It has the possibilities of creation 
-absolute originality, but the environments or the flow of nature 
limits those possibilities. 

What is true of mind in the course of nature, is also true 
of it in its own sphere. There is a historical mind whose flow 
like the flow of nature goes on. Movements of thought, of feeling, 
of willing-that is of philosophy, of religion and· art, and of 
sciences 2 belong to the historical mind. Prophets and geniuses 
appeax: in this flow, add new currents to it or modify it as far 

1. W. Wiuilelbnnd, Histo1·y of Philosophy, p. 16. 
2. l classify all the ·sciences on the basis of these three llspects. of cou

sci_ousness. All philosophies nnd scio!lces a.re nrnn's knon:mgs au~ 
domgs. Thus we mny have three _mum gronps of tl!e consc10ns_ acti
vities of mnn. While Jiving in this world man Lau to deal with s_o 
many things other than himself. He, in orde~ to_ suc«;:essfu\ly 1uam
pulute them, must understand the objects c~nst1tutmg Ins 1;nv1ronment: 
Cognition cume to his help but _the· ~otive was connt1ve. Mutte_1 
in a wide sense was the means of Ins existence. Tl!e attempt ~o und~1-
ste.nd its nature resulted in what we call Natural Sc1en~es. Anthmet1c, 
even rue.thewa.tics in general cun be brought un_der th\s group. The~e 
branches of knowledge me.y be known as Conat1ve Sciences. But this 
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as they can. Here. too we have the same three schools. There 
are some who think that these prophets too are the children 
of their age having been determined by their surroundings and 
other circumstances. Tl1ere are others, the orthodox people who 
hold that they are absolutely original. God sent them gifted with 

powers of thought, which none before them possessed. More 
scientific are the critics who regard these originals both new and 
not new. It is in the third sense that I take the Guru, in fact 
every prophet, to be original to a point. That is why in this 
section I am dealing with Sikhism in its comparative . light. It 
will not be welcome to orthodox people, especially in India <!nd 
more especially among the Sikhs. As Farnell writes :-In fact 
the workers in this field must expect to · arouse a measure of 
hostility in certain orthodox circles ; for however intellectuai and 
detached be their devotion to their task, it may easily modify 
the temperament and attitude of the average religious man, as 
their results penetrate the public mind. The mere process of 

--------------------
(Conti11ued from p. UJ) 

extArnal material which man knew through senses, ple:isec.l or c.lis
plens, d I.um. Ht~ wnntell to avoit..l disp!Ans111·e nnd prolong or pcrpl,
tutltll pleasure. 'l'he result was the ' fenling' sciences. 'l'his affective 
group can include ple:~sunt sounds-music, pluasllnt speech-poetry, plea
sant movements-dancmg. The oxpression of this feeling side culmi• 
nate<l mto ' tine art"'. These 1ue intimately connected with our or
ganic nature. But mnn is souwthing more than matter nnd life. He 
live,1 _in u community which dirPctet..l his thought towards pleasant 
behav1on~ and plea~unt lift•, '1'1,e consideration of these higher values 
resulted 1~, ethics an<l rel\g_ion. Then. we hrwe the pnrn ' kno_wing ' 
sc1encos. lhl' _purely cogmt1vo !-(ro11p 111cl11des 1,l11losophy, logic urn.I 
porlrnps u11alyt1cal psychology 11.nd LeHth11tics. 
N.EJ.-The abovn note was sent for opinion to P1·of. Cyril Burt 
Head of tho Depa1 tment of Psychology, University College. London'. 
ln reply (datrd 18th December H137J he wrote : · 

* .r, * .f: .;; .f: * * 
As I ~hink I !uentioned to yon at the time, what you said seemed to Le 
~er~t mterestmi!; and !H!ggl•stivo, un,l I think sufficiently satisfactorv 
tor I s purpose. ., 

!~g~i:i~n~q.
11

' T~/s0c1i;:1~•e nl} .s1ience~ 11ml ''philosophiPs are. ~ranches of 
the procesirns of conut" w 11c \ stf1u.hes _the _process of cogmt1on and also 

, ion imt o fcelmg •~ psychology. 
l mysolf should luivo Jlllt Ll · l'k 
'i.e., the normati vo sciences ittl~~ ti !l mor 11_ls um! 11th ics un<l economic!!, 
that you have placed hrre ti: ~or~e conu~ive gr~mp. I see, however, 
thongl!t 1:esthotics como nndor th ·f 

1
P?cticnl sc1encrs. I should have 

cog111t1v11 group. However 11 !l \e Tg _v;,rou_p rulher thun under the 
the pnrpoirn for wlJich they a due 1

, c ussificut1ons ure valid on_ly for 
to draw the lines in differ nare rnwn up. Hence every man 1s apt 
arrangement. For your 

0
:, t places and to make a slightly d~fler~nt 

Batisfactory. 11 purpose I have no doubt yours lEI qmte 

,(< 

* 
* .. :j: 
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comparing religions and the expos1t1on of the similarity found in 
the higher in respect of doctrine, ritual and legend may dim the 
enthusiasm of a one-eyed faith, that once clave passionately to 
the conviction that its religion was a new and unique revelation, 
-springing whole and uncontaminated from a divine source. That 
claim was long maintained for Christianity-but much study and 
research, fruitfully pursued by the last generation of scholars, 
have· invalidated that claim and it is no longer maintained by 
our more enlightened theologians. The indebtedness of c'.'arly and 
later Christianity to certain institutions, certain ritual, certain 
beliefs of Paganism, Hellenic, Anatolian, Egyptian, possibly Zar
thustrian has long been admitted." 1 

Every prophet borrows some thing from the existing beliefs 
of his time. But this borrowing is not always positive. Even 
the reaction or what may be called the rejection of certain beliefs 
is also borrowing, because the source stimulating th~ negative, 
attitude lies in those unacceptable beliefs already existing. 'Ne 
may take, for instance, any historical religion, the two aspects 
are always there. The very name of God-Allah was borrowed 
by the Prophet of Islam from the polytheistic names of the tribes 
of Arabia. Allah was the chief god of the tribes.2 The Prophet 
refined the concept and said that Allah was not the chief God 
but the sole God, no god beside Him: " La Ila Il Allah 1". On 
the negative side he found the tribes worshipping idols and a::
a reaction he rejected them absolutely. 

In Sikhism too, we should expect the positive an1 negative 
influence of various religions. On the positive side the borrowing 
should not mean a mere transplantation of a certain belief nor 
on the negative side the absolute rejection of some other doctrine. 
It may be that whatever is accepted, is accepted with modification; 
and whatever is rejected, is rejected with a certain reservation. 

At the same time I am convinced that the essential truth, or 
what we may call the universal truth or that which is-intrimi
cally true is the same in every advanced religion and the Guru, 
in fact every prophet, accepts this universal element of all faiths. 
Sometimes the same tendency leads the knowing mind to tolerate 
the same truth in a disguised and therefore different form.· This 

1. A. 0. G. 
2. 8. B. E., VI, p. XII, E. H. Palmer. 
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fact is very much marked in the teachings of the Guru. The 
Tenth Guru, as has already been quoted, declared this unity in 
the external diversity of all religions. But the pulse of the feeling 
of this unity or the universal truth always beats high or low 
in the history of mankind. The curve of the mind of a nation 
or society, of different peoples in different places, rises and falls 
like the curve of individual minds. There is neither an absolute 
forward progress nor an absolute backward regress. When the 

_curve of a people's mind falls there appears some lever in the 
form of a prophet. He sheds light, people realise their fall and 
rise. They do not constantly rise. The curve falls, not always 
due to the same reasons, nor always in the same sphere. A 
prophet comes not always in the religious field, but in the field 
where he is ne.eded most. Necessity, they say, is the mother of 
invention. Mental necessity rears up a giant-mind suited. to the 
occasion. Religious deterioration produces a prophet, political · de
generation gives birth to a general or an agitator, economic depres
sion presses forward a reconstruction of financial system at the 
hands of some Marx or Lenin and social dagradation creates a re
modeller of society. Thus the mental curve of mankind goes on. 
We have already seen the various shades of the fall of this curve 
at the time of the Guru in India. Now we have to see how and in 
what way the same fall determined its own rise through the help of 
the Gurus. 

The system of Nanak has been looked at through various colour
ed glasses. First ·we have the Hindu eye. What the colour of that 
eye is, nobody has so far succeeded in defining. " To many it 
seems to be a name without any content. Is it (Hinduism) a 
museum of beliefs, a medley of rites, or a mere map, a geographical 
expression? Its content, if it has any, has altered from age to age, 
from community to community. It meant one thing in· the Vedic 
period, another in the Brahmanical, and a third in the Buddhist. It 
seems one thing to the Saivite, another to the Vaisnavite, a third 
to the Sakta ". 

1 
Before- I agree or disagree with Dr. Trumpp, 

Mauric:_Bloo~fi~~-a~~~-~arang 2 that Sikhism is nothing but 

1. Tho Hindn View of Life, by Sir, Radhakrish 19 2 'I (S"kh. ) · nan, p. ~-. 1r _1 utrnH~s aN~~ase of Hinrlu religiot~s development. (T. 0. S., XVI, 
Peflrn.f>s Dr. N(aran ak)w~t\8 ihe fi{st Hmclu re~ormer of modern times.' 
mohim Roy. 'Sikh; for;:! p~rtco1ili~ana~ with Dayanand and Ram
far that he changes the t t· dus , p. 17. Dr. Narang goes so 
used according to PnnJ"ab~ons rt·uc ion of some words which the Guru 

1 syn ax and structure, as Stuti for Ustat, 
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Hinduism 1, I would like to discuss what the word Hinduism stands 
for. 

Neither the Encyclopredia Britannica, nor that of Religion and 
Ethics gives us a clear cut definition, in the light of which we may 
definitely say, whether · or not, Sikhism is ' universally I Hinduism 
or a branch of it. Thus W. Crooke writes in the latter. " No pro
blem is more difficult than that of framing a definition of Hindu
ism-many of the tests which have been proposed from time to 
time are obviously inadequate." Again to quote Macnicol, "The 
question, What is Hinduism, is one to which no one is likely ever 
to be able to give a simple or quite intelligible answer. It has 
no creed summing up authoritatively its tenets. It has no historical 
personality as its centre whose life dates its beginning that can be 
discerned. It may be described rather as an encyclopredia of religion. 
than as a religion, a vast conglomerate, comprehensive in the: 
widest sense, an amalgam of often contradictory beliefs and prac
tices, held together in one by certain powerful ideas and by · a 
system of social regulations." Sir, Alfred Lyall in his• Asiatic 
Studies', compares Hinduism at its' lower levels ', to a • troubled 
sea without shore or visible horizon, driven to and fro by the winds 
of boundless credulity and grotesque invention '. Govind Das in 
his ' Hinduism ' describes it as an ' anthropological process rather 
than a religion '. " Hinduism", to quote from another monumental 

work of Sir Radhakrishnan, " has come to mean a heterogenous 
mass of philosophies, religions, mythologies and magics." 3 

We are not concerned here with the history of the development 

1. Indian Philosophy, I, p. 02. 
2. Sometimes the inconsistencies in the writings of these onthors 11.re s\mpl~ 

a.musing. Thns Dr. Trumpp says th11t NRnn.k was n. thorough Hindu 
and also that ho ' reproved the teachings of the Brahmans ns well as 
the authority of the Ved11s and the Purn.nns. iA. G. CI, CVII1. 
Bloomfield: 'Sikhism is universally Hindu, p. 109; · Sikhism is a new 
religion, p. 176. 'Barth: He (Nanak] was a Hindu nt bottom, he re
jected the Vedas, the Castrns, the Puranas, as well as the Koran (R. I.)' 
Nnrung is more analyt.ic in his treatment but as far ns I have under
stood him he tries to bring Sikhism in line with somo other refo~
matory movements within Hinduism as for instance the Arsn SRmeJ. 
He emphasises those points in which the two systc·ms agree anrl neg
lects those on nccouct of which the former steps out of the fold of 
Hinduism and tho latter sticks to it. But even ns far BB t~e Dr. has 
gone tho inconsistencies are trncoable: They, are a~~nt H•~rln ~aste! 
Hindu mythology and Hindu rncarnat1ons. (See P· 12 , XIII , II , XI , 
6. XII). 

(Continued from p. 64) 
Stri for Istri etc., Swami Dayanand had made the same mi stako when 
in his Satyarat Prakash he wrote that Nanak ought to have used 
Nirbhai instead of Nirbhau. 



66 

of Hinduism, but a brief discussion to throw some light on the 
ancient background of Sikhism may not be out of place. If a care
ful analysis were to be made I would explain this medley of 

I 

thoughts in Hinduism by reference to its three sources. One is 
the pure Aryan cult. The other is the 'pre-Aryan form of crude 
Tantrism of the South, which influenced the Aryan mind when 
the Aryans travelled towards the southern and eastern parts of 
India, after crossing the land of five rivers of the Punjab and 
the Ghaggar-Suraswati valley. These two have been recognised 
by every scholar of Hindu philosophy. But the new excavations 
of the hurried cities of Mohan-jo-daroa and Harrapa give a clue 
to another. pre-Aryan civilisation which is sometimes called the 
'Indus civilisation'. It could not really be imagined that the 
Aryan invaders from the north-west side found the Panjab and 
the Indus valley empty of people and uninhabited by human 
beings. Nor can one believe the other alternative that the Aryans 
may have pushed the natives of this valley in toto to southward. 
Some mixtures of ideas did take place before the Aryans spread 
out to the eastern and southern parts of India. This Aryan 
expansion must have taken place long after their settlement in 
the Panjab and the Indus valley. Rig Veda is the product of 
this settled life of the Aryans. 

The new discoveries of recent years based on the latest exca
vations give some idea of the animal worship of those days. The 
Lord must then have been the Pasu-pati, the Lord of the cattle, 
who also became the Lord cif all beings. The mixture of these 
three strands in the early Indian Aryanism, out of which grew 
the later Hinduism with so many systems of thought, philosoph 

d I
. . y 

an re 1g1on, from which also in part, I. must say the main part 
as. fa_r . as the theoretical side of Sikhism is concerned, were derived 
pnnc1ples of Sikh religion and philosophy. To reach the stage 
of Sikhism one has to look b k t h" · . ac o a great 1stoncal process 
beginning ~ 1th pure Aryanism, Aryanism blending with the ideas 
of the ancient people of India and the res It f l · · . . u o t 1e1r mixture 
what we call Hmdmsm. Later Zoroastrianism I I d Ch · · · I · · cl , s am an nst1amty 
a so Jorn to pro uce the new born religion of the sixteenth 
century of India. With this ancestorshi'p I · 1· d 
b . . . am not me me to 

eheve that S1kh1sm is mere Hinduism W h I d 
how vague the term Hinduism is Ev~n the b aved a reda f~ ~~en 

f H" d · · e roa est e 1mt1on 
o m u1sm as a reli~ion cannot includ S"kh" . l e 1 ism as sue 1. To 
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say that every one is a Hindu who does not repudiate that desig
nation 1 gives us no positive content. By using a different conno
tation of the term Hindu (as we have not got a definite one) 
a Sikh may in one sense call himself a Hindu and in the other 
may 'repudiate that designation'. Thus Hinduism is such a wide 
term that sometimes it is even coextensive with the term Indian. 

As indicative of a system of beliefs Hinduism is a such hetero
genous intermixture that there will be no religion in the world 
whose essential teachings, some how or other, cannot be traced 
to Hindu scriptures.2 This does not mean that no religion is 
ori~inal or Islam and Christianity are also branches of Hinduism: 
Strangely enough this unlimited character of Hinduism has led 
,;;ome writers to believe that there was a time when Hinduism 
or as I once heard a Vedic missionary say, the Vedic religion, 
,vas the religion of the whole universe. Thus for instance S. 
Khazan Singh writes : There are many more analogies which clearly 
go to establish the fact that Hinduism in ancient times pervaded 
the whole earth.3 He supports his contention by a quotation.from 
Lieut. Colonel James Todd's Religions, Establishments, Festivals 
and Customs of Mewar, who, however, is more modest in his 
statement : ' That a system of Hinduism pervaded,' writes the Colonel, 
' the Babylonian, Assyrian empires, scripture furnishes abundant 
proofs.' I am not concerned with the truth or the falsity 
of the theory. In fact modern agricultural, architectural and 
linguistic and anthropological researches indicate that Africa and 
India including Western Asia were once one patch of land inhabited 
by people of common beliefs and customs. Thus the same writer 
Khazan Singh holds that Hinduism was the only religion in the 
ancient world. At some time Abraham revolted and a Semitic 
religion was formed. These two religions are the original source 
of all the modern religions of the world. " It is clear " goes on 
Khazan Singh, " that all the religions now existing in the world 
under different appellations, either Hindu or Muslim beliefs varie
gated only in their subordinate details. And the Sikhs and the 
Khalsa are also Hindus in that sense, although they form a com
promise between the two, differing in their rituals and ceremonials 
which mark them out as a distinct religion. In fact the Khalsa 

1. Cf. Essentials of Hinduism by Govind Das. 
2. Cf. Hinduism and Islam 1md Buddhism and Islam, by Abul Fnzn.1, 1009, 

1910, respectively. 
8. H,I',S, 
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represent rhe oldest religion of the world from which both the 
present Hindus and Muhammadans are descended. They represent 
the oldest religion in its most pure and perfect form, rejecting 
and discarding all later corruptions and adulterations." 1 The reader 
cannot expect anything more dogmatic. I have come across some 
orthodox Nirmalas too arguing about the antiquity and the purity of 
the Khalsa in a similar tone. The tables here are quite turned. 
History is reversed. This does not help us much. What this 
brings us to, is that in this far fetched and too broad a sense, 
not only Sikhism is Hinduism, but there is no religion left m 
the world wh,ich directly or indirectly has not grown out of 
Hinduism. 

I think the best way to understand Hinduism is not 
tQ take it as a religion, but as a culture, as a definite type 
of civilisation, which l~ke every other civilization of the olden 
days, was determined by its creed '.2 The idea of 'other 
worldliness ' has· played an important part in forming the 
outlook of people in this civilisation. It is a mould for society, 
irrespective of the religious faiths participating in it, and such 
it has developed through experiences both religious and social 
of a vast number of generations.3 When I say ' Sikhism is not 
Hinduism ' I mean by the latter the Brahmanical · faith. When 
I say ' Sikhism is Hinduism ' I mean by it the Hindu culture. 
I shall discuss the relation between Sikhism and Brahmanism a little 
later, but I was tempted to make this distinction between 
Hinduism as a religion which is Brahmanism and Hinduism as 
a historical process of Indian culture. What Sir Radhakrishnan 
has described in his ' Hindu View of Life ' seems to me to be 
the Brahmanical view of it. That is not a wrong use of the 
word Hindu but only another and a narrower use of it. The 
vital principle of this culture to quote from the same book is, 
'its insistence on the inward life of spirit'. And also, that the 
religious experience of a Hindu is Darsana-insight into the nature of 

Reality and Anubhava-the actual experience of that reality. ·Thus 
Hindu culture would bring under it all systems of thought, of 
Indian origin at least. It will not be too wrong to say that 

under this cultural interpretation of Hinduism can be brought 

1, H. P. S., p. 842, 
2, Of, Viscount Sa.mu al in' Philosophy ' J988. 

8, Ct. Two notes on ' Who is e. Hindu?' which ap eared in the Tribune, 
Lahore on Minch 81st, 1840 (\Dd ,April 4th, 1940, ~espectively, 
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the Indian Christians, Muslims and Parsis who share with the 
general Indian mind a common music, a common art, a common 
basis of literature and more or less a common outlook on lifc.1 

On the side of theoretical beliefs, I think the nearest approach 
to this view-point of interpreting Hinduism as a culture is that 
of Prof. Das Gupta in his · History of Indian Philosophy '.2 

Briefly stated it comes to: that a man's reality is his soul, which 
suffers in the form of endless cycle of births and deaths as a 
result of his actions-Karma. The purpose of man's life is the 
permanent release from this suffering of transmigration. This if 
analysed falls under three heads : Soul, Karma and Release. It 
may be said that the Charvakas form an exception to these 
beliefs. But they never occupied a popular place in the systems 
of Indian thought. They are, in fact, extreme materialists who 
represent a type of people who are found everywhere and at 
every time. They are sensualists believing in · eat, drink, and b,~ 
merry ' denying the existence of God and soul. Thus defined 
Hinduism becomes an anthropological movement embracing all 
peoples living in India. Sikhism is one phase of that movement. 

The attempt to interpret Sikhism as Hinduism, apart from its 
cultural implications, or more precisely to interpret Sikhism as 
Brahmanism, has been as history shows, repudiated by the Hindus 
themselves. For instance in the days of Guru Amar Das the 
Brahmans took a deputation to Emperor Akbar and represented to 
him their complaint in the following words : Guru Amar Das of 
Goindwal hath abandoned the religious and social customs of the 
Hindus and abolished the distinction of the four castes. There 
is now no twilight prayer, no gyatri, no offering of water to ances
tors, no pilgrimages, no obsequies, and no worship of idols or of the 
divine Salagram,-no one now acteth according to the Vedas or 
the Simritis-no gods or goddesses.3 Fani, so often quoted, 
did not fail to mark in the very days of the Gurus that Sikhism 
was developing as a separate religion. Thus he writes in the 
days of the Sixth Guru that the Sikhs • do not recite the Mantras 
of the Hindus, they do not venerate their temples, nor do they 
esteem their Avataras. The Sanskrit language, which according to 

1. Cf. Profossor Raeson in his 9umbri~g~ H;istory of India, 
Dr. Macnit:ol in L. R. !.-Indian Chnst1amty, 

2. Vol. I, p. 71, 74, 75, 
8. S, R., ll, p. 105. 

i, p. 55; nnd 
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the Hindus is the language of the gods is not held in such great esti
mation by the Sikhs.-Among them there is nothing of the religious 
rites of the Hindus ; they know of no check of eating or drinking. 
When Partab Mal, a wise Hindu, saw that his son wished to adopt 
the faith of the Musalmans he asked him : Why dost thou wish to 
become a Musalman ? If thou likest to eat everything, become a 
Guru of the Sikhs (perhaps he meant a Sikh of the Gurus) and what
ever thou desirest thou canst eat and drink '. 1 

III 

Now we come to the other side of the picture. If the Hindus 
have tried to prove Nanak and his system as Hindu, the Muslims 

have also attempted to bring him in their fold and to represent 
that his teachings were Islamic. I shall analyse 'the points of agree
ment and difference between the two systems under the head of 
' Islam as a source of Sikhism ' and here I simply want to point out 
that there is another coloured glass too which has been used to see 
Sikhism through. A S. Gorden describes it as a Hindu sect but 
having been inspired by Muhammadanism. 2 But this view has not 
been put forward so definitely and one-sidedly as it has been done by 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in his• Sat Bachan '.3 After placing Nanak 
above all the Hindu Rishis, prophets and gods, he goes on to say that 
the knowledge contained in the hymns of Nanak is so subtle and 
divine that it is impossible to find the like of it in the Vedas or the 
other books of the Hindus. Having done so he maintains that Guru 
Granth is an exposition and a commentary of the Holy Quran and 
that Nanak was really a Muhammadan. Further on he analyses the 
teachings of Nanak in the same one-sided spirit and then quotes 
from Hughes' Dictionary of Islam, to support his contention of 
Nanak being a Muslim.4 

IV 

There remains a third school of orthodox Sikhs and of sympa

thetic English scholars. The former hold that Sikhism was revealed 
by God and is absolutely new and that it rose in a complete detach
ment of any background whatsoever. Even Mr. Macauliffe writes : 
Now there is here presented a religion totally unaffected by Semitic 
1. The Dabistan, p. 269, 286. 
2. E. R. E. 

B. Sat Bachan by Ha.zra.t Ma.sih Ma.ud Ma.hd" M d M ·1 · R bb · 
Mirza Uhulo.m Ahmad Sahib Qadia.ni. Dece1mb!:i91i, urs1 -1• o. am 

4. Sat Bachan, p, 8, 6, 30, 124. 
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or Christian influences. Based on the concept of the unity of God, 
it rejected Hindu formularies and adopted an independent ethical 
system, ritual, and standards which were totally opposed to the theo
logical beliefs of Guru Nanak's age and country-it would be diffi
cult to point out to a religion of greater originality or to a more com-., 
prehensive ethical system.1 In a similar strain writes Miss Dorothy 
Field, ' A reading of the Granth strongly·.suggests that Sikhism should 
be regarded as a new and separate world religion '. In another 
passage she says : The religion is also one which should appeal to 
the occidental mind. It is essentially a practical religion. If Judged 
from the pragmatical standpoint in some quarters it would rank 
almost first in the world.2 

V 

I accept the view of the critical school with modification. Most 
of them hold that Sikhism is a mixture of Islam and Hinduism. 
Some of these say that the background of Sikhism is' plainly Hindu · 
and Islam was a directive element in some of its principles. 3 Others 
hold that it was a mixture of the higher elements of the two reli
gions.4 " This religion was a sort of compound of Muhammadanism 
and Hinduism, in which the leading doctrines of both were recon
ciled by a strange kind of combination".5 To me Sikhism presents 
a two-fold aspect : the ground and the superstructure of Sikhism 
are clearly discernable. The background of Sikhism is not Hindu 
alone but Aryan and Semetic both. At the same time from the very 
beginning it asserts itself as an independent religion, in which a new 
spirit breathes and on which the mighty personality of the Guru has 

left an indelible impress. 

This brings us to the originality of the Guru or the newness of 
Sikhism. If we analyse the philosophy and rclig!on of the Sikhs 
into bits and pieces then there is nothing what we can call original 
or new in it. But I do not think that in this sense anybody can 
assert absolute originality of any system, philosophy or religion of the 
world. This absolute newness is inconceiveable. As A. H. White
head says in his ' Adventures of Ideas', " Of course no novelty is 
wholly novel " ; it is what he calls the ' shift of emphasis ' which 
~--------- ----

1. S. Il., I, P. LIV. 
2. R. 0. S., P. 10. 
3. Cf. Theisrn in Medieval India, V. p. 455-95, T. G. S., Appendix II. 
4. Cunningham, Morier, ·wheeler and others. 
5. Early Records of British Indio, p. 180. 
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strikes new in various systems. What is new in Sikhism is not its bits 
and pieces of which it is made, but the form or the whole, in which 
those pieces are synthesised, never existed before the Guru in India 
or even in Asia. It is in this sense that Dorothy Field and Macauliffe 
speak of the originality of the system of the Guru. Therefore such 
statements should not be a matter of surprise for Bloomfield 1 or any 
other scholar. It is too wide to say. " that on the side of the 
doctrine or philosophy, Sikhism contains absolutely nothing new, 
nothing that is not to be found elsewhere, in some place, at 
sometime in India". 'Some place•. and 'some time', these words 
of Bloomfield are too general. These two phrases do not mean 
'at the same time and at the same place'. The • synthetic whole' 
of doctrine or philosophy, ·as Sikhism presents to the world, as 
far as my study goes, was never and c.o where present before 
the birth of this religion. Of course, the brick and mortar of 
the structure of Sikhism laid scattered everywhere. It is not 
the material that matters, but it is the mould or the pattern in 
which that material is shaped, which is of importance. It is in the 
architecture that we find the mind of the achitect revealed 
and not in the material stuff of the building. Never has the 
concept of Maya (in the sense of 'illusion' pure and simple) 2 

combined in itself both reality and the unreality of the world ; 
never before was the cosmos considered to be an evolutionary 
as well as a devolutionary process ; never before did the 
Karma become absolutely extinguishable by the grace of God ; 
never before the divinity of God and the humanity of man were 
conceived in every human being ; never before were hell and 
heaven-the sources of barbarian terror and attraction-abolished 
from the sphere of religion ; never before was the pessimism of 
India replaced by a high optimism in this world of misery and 
mirth ; and finally never before on the soil of India had such 
a complete metamorphosis, to use Dorothy Eiels's term, taken 
place, so that jackals were turned into lions and sparrows were 
emboldened to face the falcons. These are some of the features 
which require a systematic discussion in which we shall see that 
after all the old bottles were once emptied and refilled with new 
contents. We now turn to the main systems of thought to sec 
what did each contribute positively or negatively to the structure 
of this new faith and philosophy. 

-- ------- - -··-~----------------. 

1. Cf. An article on Sikhism in History of Religions, p. 169. 
2. For another interesting interpretutiou seo Indian and Western Philoso

phy by Dr. Betty Heimann, p. 68. 

.. 



CHAPTER V 

HINDUISM IN RELATION TO SIKHISM 

!.-Brahmanism 

A-VEDIC 

STRICTLY speaking Brahminism is the religion preached by 
the Brahmana part of the Vedas. There are three parts in 

each Veda : Mantras or the hymns known as Sanhita, the Brahmanas 
dealing with religious duties and teachings and the Upanisads 
being the philosophical portion of the Vedic literature. The definite 
form of the Hindu or the Brahminical faith begins with the 
Brahmanas. Of course on the philosophical side there is a gradual 
development from the hymns to the Upanisads. But the earlier 
age " is the age· of groping, where superstition and thought are 
yet in conflict ".1 The Darsanas come next and the critical schooi 
with commentaries on Sutras follows. 2 The concept of God varied 
from time to time and there is a regular development from poly
theism to henotheism (or kathenotheism as Professor Max Muller 
termed it), and then to monotheism and monism.3 Simple and 
primitive as the Vedic mind was, it was not given to much 
mtrospection and thinking. A V cdic seer was attracted by the 
objective beauty of nature. " The earliest seers of the Vedic 
hymns delighted in the sights ·of nature in their own simple and 
unconscious way. Being essentially of a poetic temperament, they 
saw things of nature with such intensity of feeling and force of 
imagination that things became suffused with souls-the moon,· 
the stars, the sea and the sky, the dawn and the nightfall were 
regarded as divine. This worship of nature as such is the earliest: 
form of Vedic religion." 4 After this we have what is known as 
anthropomorphism. Like the early Greeks the Vedic mind deified 
the mighty forces of nature. Man considers himself to be a weak 
and tiny creature as compared witµ his natural environment, 
which is rather permanent and much stronger than him. Such 
for example are: Heaven, earth, clouds, thunder, fire, air, water, 
mountains, forests and rivers etc. As a result we meet the 

1. I. P., I, p. 67. 
2. Cf. I. P., I, p. 66 Rllll I. P., p. 18, 24 
B. Cf. I. P., I, pp. 89-92, 92-99. 
4. lbid, p. 78, 
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following gods mentioned in the Vedic hymns: Varuna, Mitra, 
Maruts, Surya or Savitr, Visnu, Pusan, Usa, Avins, Adityas, Agni, 
Soma, Yama, Parjanya, Indra, Vrtra, Vata or Vayu, Rudra, Sindhu, 
Sarasvati, Vak, Sakti etc. 

Next is the stage when the mind felt confused with so many 
gods and a tendency appeared to identify one god with another 
or with all gods together. First we have henotheism, holding 
one or the other; not always the same god as supreme and the 
others subordinate to him. Varu-na, at last, succeeded in emerging 
through the host of gods. But sometimes his rank was challenged 
by Indra; at another time by Prajapati. Then we have also got 
the concept of Brahmn. 

The Guru seems to have taken the fruit of the whole process. 
He rejected both polytheism and henotheism and accepted mono
theism and monism. To me there seems to be a difference between 
the Vedic and the Guru's approach of the unity and the universality 
of reality. The Vedic Brahmn is more the outcome of- the 
animistic tendencies and that of the Gurus of its supreme unity. 
The process is reversed. The latter starts with one God and 
universalises Him, the former starts with ' many ' and occasionally 
gives the glimpses of' one'. It is more cosmic in character whereas 
the Guru is more theistic in spirit. Beginning from the Semitic 
unity of God he comes down to the cosmic reality of the all 
pervading Brahmn. 

In cosmology, De.ussen gives the following four theories of 
creation held by the Hindu thinkers. These of course belong 
to the Upanisad period. At the polytheistic level several gods 
were looked upon as the authors of the universe. The four 
the.ories are : (1) that matter exists from eternity independently 
of God, which. he fashions but does not create ; (2) that God 
ci;eates the universe out of nothing, although His creation, yet 
it remains independent. of God; (3) that God creates the universe 
by transforming Himself into it ; ( 4) that God alone is real and 
the.re is no creation at all. The Guru as we shall see rejects 
the. first two and combines the third and the fourth but modifies 
them in the synthesis. 

The Karma and rebirth are accepted by the Guru but they 
have undergone a change on account of his, what we maiy call, 
the religion of grace. The nature of release or Moksha Has also 
been conceived differently on account of the same grace element 
in his system, 
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As a religious system the following elements of Brahmanical 
faith have been rejected by the Guru : 

1. The authority of the Vedas was set aside by the Guru. 
He does not believe that the truth revealed in them is absolute 
or complete and by reading them one can realise perfection.1 

2. Yajna or Yagya, Havan and sacrifice were discarded. 
3. As a necessary corollary following from the above is the 

futility of recognising any priestly class.2 

4. The Ashrama Dharma theory of dividing man's life into 
four stages was rejected by the Guru and in its place a healthy 
psychological readjustment with man's environments within the 
household life was preached and emphasised by the Guru. 

5. The Varna distinction and division of human society had 
become mechanical and hereditary. It became a source of pride 
and contempt for members of the higher classes and of a feeling 
of inferiority and undesirable servility for members of the lower 
classes.3 

6. With the fall of the authority of ·the Vedas, Sanskrit 
lost its divine sanctity and prestige in the eyes of the Guru and 
his disciples. No language was sacred, he declared. God under-

1. (a)-G. G., p. 56 : Sri Rn.g Mahala I : 
Kete pandit jutki Beda. (Vedas) karhi bichar-8-5. 

(b)-p. 211, Ganri Mnhaln. V : 
Bed (Verln.s) Purn.n Smrti bhane-4-6-144. 

(c)-p. 216, Gn.uri Mn.ho.la V: 
Chatur Bed mnkh be.chni uchre.i agai mah\ ue. piiiai-3-6-164. 

(d)-p. 226, Gauri Mahaln I : 

Par PJJ.! pothi Smrti pn.tha, 
Bed Pnran parai sun the.t,1, 
Bin ras ro.te man bn.hu nata.-7-ll. 

(e)-p, 265, Gauri Sukhme.ni Me.hale. V : 
Bahn Sn.star balm Smrti pekhe sarab dhandol, 
Pujas niihi Ho.ri Hn.re Nanak nam amol.-Sloka Ill. 

(f)-p. 686, Dhano.sari Mahala V : 
Pare re sagal Bed nah chukai man bhed, ik khin na dhirhi mere gbar 

ke pancha-8. 
(g)-p. 748, Suhi M.<i.ho.la V : 

Bed Kn.tab Smrti sabh Sn.sat in Parian mukt na hoi-50. 
(h)-Also see S. R., i, p. 177; A.G., p. CXU. 

For detailed treatment of thA subject see Guru SahiL At_e Ved by 
Bhl\i Jodh Singh ; Hn.m Hindu Nabin by Bh. Kahn Singh and 
G. P., & G. S. by the same author. 

2. Cf. S. R., V, p. 168. 
B. G. G., p. 63, Sri Rag Mahala V : 

Warn a.warn na bhawni je kisai we.dii kare ......... 
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stands our feelings and intentions without their being clothed 
m words. 

The above six were the main columns of the Brahminical 
faith which were rejected by the Guru.1 

" The emphasis on 

1. On these points the following references selected from the holy books of 
the two religions will be of furtheL· interest : 
!.-(a} Teaching of Brnhmn by No, No-S. B. E. Upanisncls, p. 88; 

(b) Ditto ditto S. B. E. Vedanta Sm.ra, Vol. 34, 
p. LIV; Vol. 38, pp. 166-176; Vol. 48, pp. 616-618. 

\Ve have already seeu that the Guru rejected :::lhah Hussain's hymns on 
the ground of this idea of ' silence ' about God. The Guru says in Rng 
Asa that hill God is most manifest : 
Bed Kateb se.nsar habha hun biihrii, Nanak ka Patsah disni jahrii (G. G., 
p. 397, Asa Mahala V, 4-8-105). 
II.-A-The knowledge of Brahmn is increased by Brahmanical rites 

and Veda study. S. B. E. Vedanta Sutra, Vol. 48, p. 147; Laws 
of Mann, p. 204. 

B.-Brahmn is to be known only from scriptures, Vedanta Sutro., 
S. B. E. Vol. 48, pp, 887-347; Vol. 34, pp. 223-229. 

C.-Veda knowledge and Veda study procure union with Brahwn: 
Laws of Mann, p. 165; S. B. E. Vol. 44, p. 99. , 

D.-Union with Brnhmn is reacho1I by good conduct, by performing 
reli~ious rites and the like: S. B E. Vols. 2, 7, 8, 14, 15, 25 ; 
pp. 218, 183, 106, 2,19, 176, 25 respectively. 

III.-The Gnrn denies Bral11nnnical Karma Kanda nnd its formalism and 
preaches instead the love of God and the service of mankind : 

A.-(1) G. G., p. 62, Sri Rag Mnh11.la I : _ _ 
Audar khiili preru bm dhah dheri tan chhar ......... 15. 

(2) P. 139, Siok Mahala II , 
Bhai ke chari;i kar bhaw ke loii;i surt kare. War Majh, Sloka 
III. 

(3) P. 112, Majh Mahala III : 
Prem prit sad1~dhiaiu.i bhai bhai bhagti diqawai;iia-4-6-6. 

(4) P. 881, Rn.111kali :Mahala IV: 
Mere ik khin pran na ralrni bin pritam bin dekhe marhi 
meri maia-2-5. 

(5) P. 263, Gauri Bfl.Wall Akhari Ilfahaht V; 
l\fii-tak kahiai Nanaka je pr1t nahin Blwgwunt--1:iloka XVI. 

B.-Cl) G. q., p. 25,_ Sri Ra,:; Mahala I: 
W1ch duma sew kamiimi, tau dargah baisai;i jiiiai-4-33. 

(2) P: 1012, Mam Moho.la I: 
Bm sew1i kinai na po.iii dujai bhn.rm khiii-3-5th Ashtpadi. 

(3) P. 1244- Se.rang ki war Illahala I : . 
GX,.IXial khai kichcti Hathuh dci, Nanak Rah pochchane sci-

11. 
(,1) Sorvice should be volnnta.ry and there is 110 merit if it is 

performed under pressure : 

Bharlhdha chatti je bhare na gui;i na npkar, 
Seti I; lrn si swari11; i Nanak k nraj sar. 

War Snh1, Mahala II, VII Sloka, p. 787. 
Sati Gurn ki sowa safal hai jeko kiue chit Iai. 

X Sloka, Mahala III, War Bihagara, p. 662. 

(5) P. 6-17, War Sor1tth Malrnla III: 
Man tan agai rakh lmi ubhi Bew kare, XIV Sloka, 
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sacrifice," writes Sir Radhakrishnan, "the observance of caste and 
the asramas, the eternity of the Veda, all belong to the teaching 
of the Brahmans." Here it was a kind of negative reaction or 
a revolt against Brahmanical tradition preached by the Guru on 
the practical side of the religion. In the mechanical observances 
of the Brahmanical rites the Guru found no satisfaction for the 
craving of the spirit and no peace for the agitating mind. ' This 
mechanical spirit of tradition is essentially materialistic, it is 

• 

(Continued from p. 76) 

(6) P. 861, Go.ur Mahala IV: 
Jan Nanak tis ko cha.rn paklrnliai, JO Ha_rijnn nicl~ j ati 
sowko.n-•!. 

(7) Ibid. 
Nihkapt sewa kijai Hari kori, tiii:i, mere wan snrnb sukh 
paie-5. 

(8) P. 266, Gauri Snkhmani Mato.la V : 
Char pada1·ath jeko wnga1, Siidh j1L11ii ki sewa l:igai·. 3rd 
Ashtpadi. 

(9) P. 882, Re.g Ramkali, llalrnl:t V: Pnwhu charnatali npa~i 
iiwahu, aisi sew ko.m:iwahu-4-2. 

IV.-G. G., p. 467, Rng Asa, Slok1~ Mahala I : 
(a) Likh likh pari1L teta karia ...... ::>. See the whole Slokn. 
(b) PiLriii how'l.i ~11nhgiir tii omi :mdhn na m:iriai ...... Panri 12. 
(c) See also G. N. Chapter V. 

V.-A : G. G., p. 465, Asa: Mahala I : 
Wai na chele nachan Gur ... . Sloka 5. 
Tira th nawhi archa puja ai:;-arwas bah kar ...... Sloka 6 . 
Gal ruiilii tilk lihltai:i, ..... Sloka 14. 

B : G. G., p. 633 : Sorllth l\lalmla [ : 
Dnbirlha na pnro He.ri bin hor na pujo marni mas11r:i na jai ...... I. 

C : G, G., p. 381, Asa Mahala V : . 
R1tm nam jap hircle jiipa1 ruukh te sagl snnawa1 ...... 4-•13. 

D . G. G., p. 388, Asa Mahala V : 
Hari Hari 11.khkhar due ih walii ....................... . 
llari m:ila nr ar:itar clhiirni 

E: G. G., p. 747, Snhi Mah1~la V: . 
Kann cl harm pakhand JO clis1u ...... -50. 

F: G. G., pp. !l51-5'!, Slokll Mahala I : 
See tho whole Slokn. 11 & 12 : 
Ilincln !mi J!hn.r Hindn 11wai ...... •:""" ....... .. 
llanmnkh Hari mandar ki siir na JRr:tlll ........... . 

Vl.-God-Brnhmn created the cirntes: S. B. E. Laws of l'llaun, p. 326, ,11~; 
Laws of Manu revoalecl by God, I?· _B. E Vol. p. XV, l!J; Vo}, 38, 
p. 35. Sudran not qualified for cl1vrne knowledge, Vedanta Sutra, 
Vol. 3,1, p. XXXVII, 223-!J; Vol. 48, p. 337-347. 
Tho Guru condemned caste system 11.nd held tlrnt the knowlerlf;e 
wnRnot reserved for any caste or sect. '· \V:hoever loves Him 
finds Him ''. · Jin p1·em lcio lcinhi prabh Pat!], (Swayy1as-~Oth 
Guru). Romo schol1trs both European and I nrlta~, hold t:i.~t vi~dw 
that thu Guru condem~erl the caste in theorv_ but rl 1d not s~t I a:'1 o 
in practice V A Smith in his Oxford History. of Inclm defines 

· · · • · · · d' t nd marrmcre The Gurus cast.e m brms of restnct1on 1n 18 • a . " : I t ·1 I 
set asirle Loth these restricbions. Without gomg rnto le RI 

9 

give below some historical and scriptural references :-
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blindly pious but not spiritual, obsessed by phantoms of unreason 

(Concluded from p. 76) 

Historical : (a) Distinction of caste not observed in matrimonial 
relations. S. R., II, p. 182, V. p, 108, 

(b) Differences of social status and restrict,ions of r.11.st~ 
were ignored in the kitchen-service and other acti
vities of life. Kings :and beggars, Brahmins and 
Sudras had all to sit in the same row in the 
Guru's kitchen. See S. R., I, p. 62, II, p. 16, 83, 84, 
85, 97, Ill, p, 16, IV, 2'J0, V, p. 98, 101. 

Scriptural:-
I.-(a) G. G., p. 88, Sri Ro.g ki War Mahala I: 

Phakka,; jati phakkar niiu, 
Sabhna jia ik ka chhiiu 1-8. 

(b) G. G., p. 112, Majh Mahala Ill : 
Dehi jati na aggai jae, 
Jithai lekha mai:igiai, tiththe.i chhutte sachch kamae. 3-4-6. 

(c) G. G., p. 1809, Kan,;ii Mahala IV : 
J a.ti ne. jati dekh mati bharmo, 
Suk Janak pagi lag dhiawai go. 2nd Ashtpadi. 

(d) G. G., p. 62, Sri Rag Mahala I : 
Warnn awat·an na bhawni jo kise wadii kare.-1 Ashtpe.di. 

Ce) G. G., p. 498, Gujri Mahn.la V: 
Baran jati koii pnchhai niihi bachhah charn rowaro-JO. 

II.-G. P., Articles, 646-660. 
lll.-G. S., Kain. l, 68, 64, 81, 219. 

,, II, 126, 129, 180, 244, etc. 
Ontside the Sikh circle the following authorities support tha above 
contentions : Mohsan Fani, English transle.tion, p. 270, 286: Malcolm. 
p..46, also the foot-note ; Barth, p. 246. Whereas among the Hindug, 
even the most reformin~ mind liko that of Dayanand believed in the 
cH.ste distinctions : Light of Truth, p. 298, 300-305. 

VII.- .\ssiruilation with ~mhmn is obtained by going the path of the four 
Ashramas: S. B. E. Gita, p, 316, Vol. 14, p. 276. 
~he Guru ton.che_s tho.t n nnifor~ sfat':' of mind ' Ikrns ' should be cnl
t1vated and tho life should bu hvod m the house laughing playing 
eating, dressin~ and merrymaking but with an attitude of n~n-attach~ 
ment. 
1.-G. G., p. 414 : Asa ~fahala I : 

Kahii ChlH.h man rahuh ghare, 2-7 
11.-G. G., p. 422: Gujri ki War, Mahala V : 

(a) Nanak Sat Guru bhetiai puri howai jugt. 

~vi?,tt:helandia, panandia, khawandia wiche howai mnkht.-

(b) Uddam karedia. jio tun, kamawdiii sukh bhunch • 
Dhinaidia. tui:i Pabhu mil, Nanak utri chint-X~II Sloka, 

111.-G. G., p. 1297, Kan,;a Mahala IV: 

Char baran Char ashram hai, koi milai Guru Gur Nanak so ap tarai 
kul sagal toradho,-2-5-11. 

IV.-W. G, War I, XIX Stanza: 

Bhai gilani jagatwich char we.ran ashram ubae 
Kalijug andar bharm bhulae-19. 

V.-G. P., p. 394, Article No. 647. 
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that haunt feeble minds in the ghastly disguise of religion '.1 The 
Guru declared : the Karma and mechanical observances arc mere 
hypocrisies and they lead to death.2 He, therefore, said" Abide 
pure amid the impurities of the world ".3 

The controversy about the Hindu mythology and incarnations 
belongs more to the Vaisnava school of Hinduism and will be 
dealt with in that section. 

B.-THE GITA AND THE GRANTH 

If there is any book with which the Granth resembles in its 
implications, that one I think is the Gita. There has been some 
controversy about the origin of the teachings of the Gita, but 
as Macnicol points out, " it may not be the case, that the Gita 
' emanates from an un-Brahmanical source ' but it would seem to 
represent an attempt to bring together the doctrine of the identity 
of the individual and the Supreme soul with the popular theisn~ 
which in Visnu and his incarnation Krishna." This idea was 
borrowed from the Upanisadas, and this Advaitistic idea is very 
common both in the Gita and the Granth. 

The teachings of the Gita have been interpretted by differe~.t 
schools in three different ways. One believes in Advaitism (absorp
tion of the individual soul with God) with Gyan (knowledge) 
through Sannyas (renunciation); the other is Dvaitism (dualism, 
soul when becomes perfect does not merge into God but reaches 
His presence) with Gyan through Bhakti (mystic devotion) ; the 
third which has been more clearly expounded by late B. G. Tilak, 
is what is known as Energism-Karma Marga, is derived from 
the practical dilemma in which Arjuna was placed. This agrees 
with the first school except that the path in the case of the 
latter is renunciation and in the case of the former it is Karma 
(action). The Guru makes a new synthesis. He takes up Advaitism 
as philosophy with Gyan in practical life. The approach to it 
lies not exclusively in any of the three traditional paths but in 
aesthetic appreciation of the workings of God in every minute 
detail of our worldly life. 

There · are some other points of difference too. The religion 
of Bhagawad Gita has a handicap of which Sikhism seems to be 

L R. 0. M., p. 121. 
2. G. G, p. 747, Suhi Mnho.la V: . . . . _ . 

Knrma dhnrmn. pakhand jo disnh tm JO.ID Jngnt1 lu~u1-8-G0. 
8. G. G., p. 741, Suhi Mahala I: 

Anjan mahi niro.njan ruhiai jog jugt iw pniai ... ,,. , .. 1-8. 
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free. That is the corporeal personality of Krishna-God in flesh and 
bone. The Sarguna (saguna) concept of God-the attributive reality 
of Brahmn-in the Gita, in this respect is very much lowered. 
A Sikh is more or less safe from the logical difficulty which 
Arjuna had to face. There is a great gap between Arjuna and 
Lord Krishna. This gap is difficult to fill. Arjuna however much 
he may try can never expect to occupy the same high pulpit 
where Lord Krishna stood. Psychologically this supreme position 
is helpful in devotion, but harmful in the ultimate elation of 
spirit. This logical contradiction -in the Advaitism of the Gita 
is not always felt in that of the Granth. The Guru of a Sikh, 
though represented to be perfect from birth, is not so far removed 
from him as the Lord is from Arjuna. The personality of the 
Guru is a model which is meant to be realised and can be 
realised. And history testifies this fact. We have seen how the 
· five beloved ones ' baptised their own Lord, thus bringing to 
the same level the Guru and the Sikhs. 

Apart from the logical difficulty, this brings in a theological 
difference that the Gita accepts and the Granth rejects the Avatara 
theory of the incarnations of God. 

At the lower level the Krishna cult degenerates into idol
worship and the degrading Rasa-dancings and farsical performances 
which the Guru condemns in War Asa.1 Emphasis on the worship 
of idols and symbols for devotional purposes is met with in the 
Gita.2 Symbols have some sentimental value and are very useful 
in mental attachment to ideals. But in course of time the ideals 
disappear ,and an empty formalism remains. The Guru transferred 
the objective concentration of the devotee through manifest nature 

to pure form of God, to word contained in the Granth, and to 
the holy congregation. For individual guidance, intercourse with 
the developed minds, saints and Sikhs is mentioned, but it is 
doubtful how far a regard for a saint can in practical sense be 
distinguished from men-worship ; and the respect for the Granth 
from idol-worship. The attachment to the holy congregation was 
a better substitute but it requires a great patience and control. 
A sin~le personality has a greater force and magnetism, but it 
sometimes leads to unhealthy subjection and mental deterioration. 

J. G. G., p. 466, Siok Mahala I : 
Wain chele_ nachchan gnr .......... .. 
Gowan gop1a Jaw an kiinh ...... .,, .. . 6th Siok. 

2. Gita, pp. 690-696. 
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In all such difficulties the Guru preached Bibek (Vivek) discrimation 
or insight. 

There is one more difference· between the teachings of the Gita 
and the Granth. That is about the Mumokhsh-the person released. 
The Gita and the Vedanta goal of a Mukt-released-person is 
essentially individualistic. It is true that he achieves this goal 
through community but on its achievement he does not live for 
the community. Moreover when a man gets release by Gyan in 
his own life he continues to live because of the Prarabdh
commenced Karma. This of course dissuades him from committing 
suicide. But what if he dies by accident? The Guru says that 
all Karma is lost as soon as a Sikh reaches the stage of Jiwan 
Mukt. Afterwards he lives under the will of God, not aimlessly 
but to help others ( who are also his ownself in essence) to 
attain release. He swims across the worldly-Sansarik-ocean and 
also mr kes others swim. He lives to help others. He dies not 
when the already commenced Karma comes to an end, but when 
God wills him to die. The concept is more Semitic-Islamic and 
Christian. It seems to be the outcome of the helplessness of man to 
understand the ultimate problems of life. 

This difference is more visible in the very effort for the 
attainment of Mukti. The Hindu effort for Mukti is more egoistic. 
The Guru preaches it through Grace, combined with the humility 
of efforts. 

C.-SIX BRAHMANICAL SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY 

I 

The belief that the reading of the six Shastras and a mastery 
of the knowledge contained in them will bring salvation or will 
enable man to reach the ultimate ideal set before him has been 
repudiated by the Guru. Even on the side of knowledge he does 
not believe that the truth revealed in them is final. In Sukhmani 
the Guru writes: I have searched all the Shastras and the Smritis, 
but they do not worship God.1 Again in Rag Majh he says that 
a man may boast of the wisdom of the six Shastras, he may 
perform all rituals enjoined by them, but he will not get ariy 
comfort from these things.2 Bhai Gur Das too, who actually 
attended the Guru's sermons, writes3 m the same strain. In 

1. G. G., p. 265, Ga.uri Sukhmani Maha.la V. 
2. S. R., III, p, 118. 
3. W. G., War V, Stanza IX, War XVI, Stanza XX, War XXIII-Xl. 
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fundamentals of philosophy the system of the Guru does not entirely 
agree with any one of these schools. He believes in absolute monism 
but like Sankara does not regard the world as unreal (an illusion). 
The Guru accepts the relative reality of the world. In meta
physical details there is some resemblence between Guru's philosophy 
~nd that of the Sankhya and the Vedanta; but that is only, as 
I say, in lower details. The concept of God (Purusha) of the 
Sankhya is very different from the Guru's concept of Him. In 
the first place the Guru denies the Sankhya plurality of selves 
and their co-eternality with God. The God of the San_khya and 
of Daya Nand who follows the same philosophy ' is a great cosmic 
executive whose business is to preside over the inexorable process 
of transmigration and Karma.1 All the three main concepts of 
the Sankhya: Purusa (Purusha), Prakrti and Jiva are held in quite 
a different way by the Guru. In this respect the Guru's system 
is very much derived from the Vedanta. On these points the 
Guru does not owe any indebtedness to Nyaya and Vaisesika, 
on the contrary he is directly opposed to the atomistic pluralism 
of the latter and a suppressed atheism of the former. As we 
shall see the Guru repudiates the authority of the Vedas which2 

the Nyayikas held as one of the important form of Logical Proofs. 
The Mimansic ritualism was one of the great factors which led the 
Guru to revolt against the religious systems of his age .. He found 
the people of his days missing the wood for the trees. Means 
had become ends and ends were lost sight of. But how interesting 
is the psychology of practical religion and how indispensable is 
symbolism for an organised faith, that the same external formalism 
which the Guru had condemned in the case of others, entered 
into his own system as soon as an attempt to organise it was 
made by the last Guru. At this stage a modified Mimansa crept 
in. But this influence is not traceable in the hymns of the Granth. 
Their ideal is kept as lofty as it was conceived in the beginning. 

II 

Advaitism and Sikhism : The resemblcnce hctwecn the two 
systems is so great, that most of the Nirmala writers have been 
holding, at least on the theoretical side, the two systems to be 
absolutely identical. It is true that Sankara has influenced every 

------------
1. Dr. Griswold quoted in R. I. 

2. Cf. fodian and Western Philosoph,11, p. 8,l. 
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philosophy and religion in lndia1, but if closely exai:nined, -the 
Guru, inspite of subscribing to many views held by Sankara, 
differs from him on many important points. The concept of ultimate 
reality is almost the same in both the systems. Both Sankara 
and the Guru are monistic idealists. The soul, the world and the 
Brahmn are not conceived by Sankara as three distinct realities 
like the Saynkhya. According to him all the three are one; the 
Brahmn being the only single reality. The apparent multiplicity 
of both men and things is due to Maya and Avidya-illusion and 
ignorance. Just as through illusion a rope in a dark night is 
taken for a snake, similarly under the influence of Maya and 
Avidya, the ignorant soul considers himself to be separate trom 
God and regards the world as real. Thus release lies in the acquire
ment of knowledge-Gyan-which disillusions the soul and the 
identity of Jiva-soul, Jagat-world, and Brahmn-God is estab
lished. Brahmn associated with Maya is known as Ishwar (Isvara) 
and when associated with Avidya he is known as Jiva. This know
ledge is obtained by renouncing the world and adopting Sannyas and 
ascet1c1sm. This system of Sankara on the theoretical side is 
known as Advaitism and on the practical side it is known as 
Nivritti Marga-the path of renunciation. In this system action 
and knowledge are antognistic like darkness and light. With the 
advent of the one the other disappears. Therefore all desires 
(or impressions)-Vasana-are to be killed and all actions to be 
given up. The practical side of this system is also known as 
Sannyas Nishta or Gyan Nishta. 

There was no place for devotion in this system and to satisfy 
a layman's mind a worshipful Ishwar was conceived. He is the 
personal God of Sankara. Such a personal God, as George Thibaut 
puts it, is unreal. According to the Guru God is Purkha (Purusa)
person and Sat-real. The Guru does not regard the world as 
simply an illusion. It is not " unreal m Cankara's sense ". 
The Teacher's cry, " opines Carpenter, ' Rid thyself of duality · 
has no metaphysical significance. It is the summons to the exclu
sive worship of the ~nly True. God is the universal father, who 
abides in every heart and makes all partners in His infinite acti
vity." 3 This interpretation of J. E. Carpenter implies the recogni-

1. Cf. I. P., II, p. 668. 
2. S. B. E., Vol. 84, p. XXX. 
8. Theism in Medieval India, p. 486. 
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tion of duality of God and soul. For the Guru the reality of the 
world and the· soul is not an illusion but they are real only in a 
relative sense. Nothing is real in the sense in which God is real. 
On the practical side the Guru preached Pravritti but in an Nivrittic 
spirit-living in the world with a detached frame of mind. The com
mon formula of the Nirmala scholars more or less sums up the 
practical side of the Guru's system. Ride Gyan, Mukh Bhakti, 
Wartan Wair-ag: Enlightened mind with a devotional love .ex
pressing non-attachment in behaviour. The advaitism of the Guru 
never found lixpression in Vedantic phrases like : Ahn Brahmanasi. 
I am God or .T attvam Asi-That art Thou. To refer again to the 

episode of the Guru's rejecting of hymns of some Bhagtas at the 
time of the compilation of the Granth, this overconfident divi
nity of the finite self was the ground on which Kahna could not 
get his hymns approved by the Guru. The mere monistic character 
of the Guru's system should not lead us to say that Sikhism is 
nothing but Advaita Vedantism. 

2. VAISNAVISM 

!.-General 

Vaisnavism is the Bhakti cult of Hinduism. On account of 
devotional element in Sikhism it has often been regarded as an off

shoot of the Vaisnava faith. It will be worthwhile to have some 
comparative idea of the two faiths. Vaisnavism began about 
the fifth century before Christ. " It first appeared as a religious 
reform' writes1 Sir R. G. Bhandarkar ', 'like Buddhism and Jainism, 
but based on theistic principles. Its early name was Ekantika 
Dharma, or the religion of a single-minded love. In its background 

stood Bhagavad Gita a discourse professing to be preached by 

Vasudeva Krishna. It soon assumed a sectarian form and was 
called the Pancaratra or Bhagavata religion ". Later this faith 
mingled itself with the faiths of Narayana and Visnu. The latter 
was a Vedic god and never came into prominence till the regular 
formulation of Vaisnavism. The religion of the Abhiras or cow
herds crept into this faith after the beginning of the Christian 
era. Sankara's Advaitism and Gyan eclipsed this cult of love 
in ·the end of the 8th and the beginning of the 9th century. 
Ramanuja came to help the Indian mind when in the course of 

two centuries the system of Sankara had degraded into mere in-

1. Vaisnavism, Saivism ..... , .. etc., p. 100. 
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tellectualism. He revived the cult of Bhakti. He was followed 
by other Bhagtas, who broadly speaking belong to the same 
Bhakti Marga, but they differ from each other in their theoreti
cal beliefs. They were either dualists or non-dualists or some
thing midway between the two. Their names are : Nimbarka, 
Madhava, Ramananda, Kabir, Vallabha, Chaitanya, Namdeva, and 
Tukaram etc. Of these I shall deal with Kabir rather m 
detail under a seperate heading. Nimbarka and Vallabha preached 
the worship of Krishna and his mistress Radha. All these Bhagtas 
slightly differ in their metaphyical beliefs. For instance Ramanuja 
held qualified monism (Visist-Advaitism) according to which the 
individual self-Jiva-is conscious-chit, cosmos-Jagat-is uncon
scious-achit, and these two form the body of Ishwar-God ; 
Nimbarka established dual-non-dualism (Dvait-Advaitism) holding 
the three different from each other, yet the activity of the self and 
the cosmos is dependent on Ishwar. The subtle and the essential 
elements of the first two-Jiva and Jagat-are contained in the 
Ishwar; Madhava adopted a clear dualism of God and the self, 
for otherwise worship and Bhakti are impossible; and Vallabha 
came to be known as Sudh-Advaitist beleiving in purifie<l-non
dualism. According to him the individual self, cosmos and God 
are one only when the veil of Maya is removed and they come 
to their pure essence. The difference between this school and 
Sankara's system is that, according to this school the conscious 
ego-Jiva-and the Brahmn cannot be looked upon as one and 
the same in the sense in which it is done by Sankara but that 
the various souls are particles of God like sparks of fire ; that 
the cosmos, which is composed of illusion, is not unreal (Mithya) 
but illusion is a force which has separated itself from the Ishwar
God---,-at His own desire, that the conscious ego-Jiva-which has 
become dependent on illusion, cannot acquire knowledge, which 
is necessary for obtaining release, except by the divine pleasure ; 
and tlut, therefore, Bhakti-devotion-is necessary. This system 
has some close resemblence with that of the Guru. Nanak and 
Vallabha belong to· the same age and there is no wonder that two 
might have met and exchanged their ideas. 

The following are the chief characteristics_ of the Vaisnav:i 

faith:-

1. The Vedas form the ultimate basis and authority for the 

later Vaisnava scriptures. 
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2. With the inception of the Puranas the Hindu mythology 
began to play an important part in Vaisnavism. 

3. Worship of a grossly personal God was inculcated and 
the theory of Avataras came in. Vasudeva appears first, later 
he is identified with Narayana, later still with Visnu ; then 
Krishna and Gopala Krishna also mingle in the composite perso
nality of Vasudeva. The cult of Rama also began. The Puranas 
began to teach the mythological incarnations of Visnu.1 These 
incarnations are sometimes enumerated as six, ten or twenty in 
number, but the most important are Krishna and Rama. Guru 
Gobind Singh in his Dasam Granth gives a description of twenty 
four Avataras 2, which seems to be a mixture of Hindu and 

Budhistic mythology. 

4. Worship of idols symbolising the particular incarnation 

of God. 

5. Complicated ritual and formalism constitute the practical 
side of the Vaishnava faith. Ramanuja counts sixteen modes of 
worship to be practised by the devotees of Visnu :-

(1) Remembrance of him; (2) Utterance of his name and 
praises ; (3) Salutation ; ( 4) Resorting to his feet ; (5) Constant 
worship with devotion; (6) Surrender of the \}'hole soul to him; 
(7) Servitude ; (8) Sakhyam-companionship ; (9) Imprinting the 
marks of the couchshell and the discus and other weapons 
of Hari on the body ; (10) Making of a vertical mark on the 
forehead ; (11) Repeating the Mantras on the occasion ; (12) 
Drinking the water used in washing the feet of Hari (13) The 
eating of the offerings of cooked food made to him ; (14) Doing 
service to his devotees; (15) The observance of fast on the 11th 

of bright and dark halves of each lunar month ; (16) Laying 

Tulsi leaves on the idols of Hari.3 

6. These Vaisnava schools encourage the renunciation of the 
world and the adoption of a recluse's garb. 

1. Cf_. A moc!ern Hindu J?hilosopher's concept of Avataras: The redemp• 
t1ve !unction of God 1s a~ mceAPent activity, thongh it becomes om
ph11s1:-iP~ when the morn! 1s sharply disturbed. Gorl mn.11ifests Himself 
in str1km_g forms w~enever new a.ljustm1mts have to be sought about. 
The special revPlat10ns ~r~ cnl!Pd in H~ndu mythology avataras or des
cents of God. An Idealists View of Life, by S. Radhakrishnan, p. 837. 

2. Cf. 0. God, They wh? are known_ ns 24 Avataras, have not found a trace 
oft~ee. ~rahrna, Vishnu ~ncl Siva, what are these wretched beings I 
Gobmd Smgh's Gyan Prabodh. . 

B. Bhandarkar's Vaisnavism etc., pp. 41, 66. 
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On the side of Sikhism we have to see which of these sixteen 
modes were accepted or rejected by the Guru. There is no denying 
the fact that Vaisnavism in general and the Bhakti movement 
in part_icular ai:e very closely related with Sikhism. Out of the 
six main characteristics of the Vaisnava faith given above I have 
already dealt with No. I under the Brahmanical faith saying that 
the Guru rejected the authority of the Vedas. There is a little 
controversy about the second point. Some believe that the Guru 
accepts Hindu mythology and others say that he accepts it only 
m a tolerant spirit. Sometimes one is led to ascribe the continu
ance of Hindu mythology in the Sikh scriptures to, what Galloway 
calls ' a survival element ' in a religion. But mythology is a 
question of belief and not of ritual. At some places the Guru 
gives a rational interpretation to mythical ideas. For instance 
the theory of four Yugas or the great cycles of time has been 
interpreted by the Guru not as temporal divisions, but as definite 
characteristics of the mental life of the people, dividing them 
into four main types! In Japu ji, the well known myth of the Bull 
supporting the earth has been rejected and rationally interpreted m 
the terms of the Law of Nature.2 The Guru also made use of the 
mythical tales of different religions for purposes of illustration. He 

preached his own views in the terminology of the man whom he was 
addressing. Through the beliefs of his listeners he established his 
own truths. The attitude of the Guru was well described by 
Gobind Singh, the last Guru, when he said to Bahadur Shah, the 
Moghal Emperor, that he was well disposed to the faiths of all 
people and he instructed every one according to his belief.3 Yarna 
and Azrail, Narak and Dozakh are all mentioned. The mythical 
tales arc used to illustrate some moral or spiritual truths. · Pride 
leadeth to fall ' is best illustrated by the story of Harnakhash, 

Prahlad and Narsingh (man-lion) incarnation of God.4 Untouch

ables become superior by devotion to God is made impressive by 

some Krishna stories.5 Brahma, Visnu, and Siva and other gods 
are reduced to an ordinary human level and their number is 

--·------------·--------
1. Cf. Rag Gn.uri nnd Wnr Ase. in G. G. 
2. XV Stanza of Japuji. 
8. ~. R., V, p. 233. 
4. G. G., Bhairo !\Iahnla III, p. 1162-Story of Prahlad. 
6. G. 0., Suhi Mahala, IV, p. 733: 

Nich jali Hari jn.ptia uttam padvi piii, 

13-1-2. 

Pachho Bidar diisi sute Kielrna utria ghari jai. 4-1-8, 



described to be millions in the universe. None of them found 
the real truth. They were all in ignorance and darkness.• The 
Guru describes the Hindu trinity at gods as diseased persons 
who, he says, are weeping in agony.2 My interpretation that the 
Guru used the old mythology for the purpose of illustration is 
based on a Granthic hymn in which the Guru says that the 
Teachers express their ideas of universal truth in the folks' own 
beliefs.3 In short the Granthic allusions to Vaisnava mythology 
are not to be taken as a part of Guru's teachings, much less 
as an element of Sikh religion. 

Same is true of Vaisnava incarnations. The Guru instead of 
accepting these Avataras as God on earth used the same names 
for the High and Formless God. Muhammad did the same with 
the name of Allah. Thus the names Rama and Krishna in the 
Granth are the names of God, not of the persons who were the 
sons of Dasrath and Kushaliya and of Vasudeva and Deoki res
pectively. Whenever the Guru refers to them in the latter sense 
he considers them as ordinary mortal beings and takes away from 
them all the hallo of divinity. Guru Gobind in his Wonderful 
Drama says : God created millions of worms like Krishna and 
Rama and destroyed them. Many Muhammads were created but 
all died like ordinary men. Nanak in his Slokas says that "If 
Rama had been God he would not have lost his Queen Sita, and 
he would have healed himself his half-brother Lachhman instead 

1. I -~. rt., I. pp . .J0-41. 
II.-G. G., Gaufi l\falrnla III, p. 231: 

1. Brahma Vc,I parai wad wakhanai, 
Antar ta111as ap na pachhanai. 7-5. 

2. Asa Mahala, V, p. 401 : 

llrahmaclik ~ankaclik ~anak ~ananclan i;a11atan Sanat kumar tin kirn 
mahal dulabhawan. 
Agm agm uguclhi boclhi kimat prai na. pawau. 4-2-1:22. 

:;, H.ag Gujri Mahala I, p. 1!8~: 

Nabhi kam~) __ te Brnhnm u~1je Ved parhai mukh kanU1 saw:ir 
Titko agt na Jat lakhga awat Jiit rr..hai gnbiir. 4-2. - ' 

.J. Bhairo .l\fohal1t V, p. 1167 : 
l~ot_i Bisan kine avatar, ............. .. 
l-.ot1 Mn.ho ~h upai Ba.mac ...... . ... 8-2-5. 

5. , All su_ch Gods err, sec Prabhati l\Ialrnla I, p. llH3, (8-4). 
:l. G. (,., Bhairo Ashtpadi .l\fohala I, p. 1154: 

Roi:;-i Bru.hmit Bishn 8aruclrn rogi saga) :sansar11 • 0-1. 
3. Ci. G., Sorntl! ki war .l\fahab IV, p. 646 : -

Prnthai sitkhi Mahapurkh bolde sanjhi sa.n-al J'a.hane. XII Slok. 
Mahala III. - " 
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of calling Hanuman to do so." In Rag Bhairon Guru Arjan rejects 
the idea of God having been born as Krishna on Janam Ashtami 
day. 'It is nonsense to say that God was born on any day. 
God is not subject to birth and death. Do not be a brute of 
an infidel by saying that God takes birth and dies. May that 
tongue be burnt which says that God is subject to birth '.1 Review
ing the lives of Rama and other Avataras, Nanak in Ramkali Ki 
War, describes them as feeling miserable like ordinary men on 
account of the ups and downs of life.. Had they been God they 
would have never met that fate. 2 No importance is to be attached 
to Guru's using Hindu names for God, because he was equally 
openminded to use Muhammadan names for Him.3 

If there was anything to which the Guru was most intolerantly 
opposed that was the use of idols symbolising God. The Tenth 
Guru in his letter to Aurangzeb wrote that they {the Hindu 
Rajas) were idol-worshippers, whereas he (the Guru) was an idol
breaker.4 Fani, in the days of the Six.th Guru wrote that' Sikhs 
have neither idols nor temples for idols '.5 An idol cannot sub
stitute a conscious and responsive God.6 Then why to worship 

1. G. G., Bh1Liro M,1,hala. V, p. 1136 : 
Se.gli thiti pasi dari riikhi, 
Aste.m thiti Govind ja.nmlisi 
Bharmi bhule nn.r kart ka.chriiin, 
Janm me.ri:i te rn.he.t Nariiin-1-Rahiiu, 
Kn.ri pnujir khe.wa-nio chhor, 
Oh janm name.mi re alikat dhor--2. 
Sagi prndh doh loroai, 
So mukh jo.lo jit kahih Thakur ioni-3. 
Jnnrni Ill\m11.n1i ll9. iiwni no.jiii,' 
Nannk ka Pre.bhu rahio sn.rniii-4-1. 

2. G. G., Ramkali ki war, Siok Ma.ha.la. l, p. !>53-64 : 
Rowe.i H.nmit nikiila bhaiii, 
Sita. Lachhm11.n wichh:q gia. 14th Siok. 

3. Somo of tho Vnisuavn !:<Rints were much ~Jiposed to the use of fthe 
Mnha1111n11.unn nnmos of Gou. For instance N 11.me. refused , to say Kh"nd:i 
and consequently was snhjected to tortuns under the orders of the 
emperor. (G. G., Bhniro Nam Dev, pp. 1166-67). 

,!, D. G., Zafar Nn1u, Sri Mnkh Wak Patshahi X, p. 1393: 
Mn.ne.m Kushte.uami kohi:in but r,rnst, 
Kio but prast1md u man but sh1ke.rt (Verse 95). 

6. Dabistan-i-Mazahib, p. 246. 
6. G. 0., Bhairo Mahala V, p. 1161: 

Jo pathn.r ko kn.bte Dev 
•re.ki birthe. howa.i sev. 

Nij;~·th~~·b~i~·i·o~·kic·1~im de 
Phoko.t karm lllh fe.l hni sev-2 . 
..................................... -4-4-12. 
G. G., Suhi Mahe.le. V, p. 739 : 
Ghe.r mn.hi Thakur ua.dat· na ewn.i 
Gal mahi pahai;i lai lat kawai, 4-3-9, 
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it ? Why hang a stone round one's neck, for God is within us. 
Ignorant fool worships a stone. How can a stone help you to 
swim across this worldly ocean, when it itself is drowned! 

Inspite of all these teachings the Granth is taking the place 
of an idol among the illiterate Sikhs. The religion of the educated 
always differs from that of the uneducated. The latter needs 
something physical and objective which should be the subject of 
his emotional attachment. A Sikh finds a great artistic satisfaction 
in beautifully clothing the Granth, making a luxurious bed for 
it in a well decorated room, offering flowers to it and washing 
the floor of the room in which it is kept. But a faithful mind 
goes farther and expects that in doing so he is performing a 
deed which is inherently good and which will help him in attaining 
the salvation in the Vaisnava sense. The history of the idol is 
being repeated in the case of the Granth.2 The idol was an 
artistic symbol in the beginning and then came to be regarded 
'as full of the mystic essence of the deity, charged with his 
power and activity and binding to dwell among his people. Hence 
arose such practices as smearing the idol with blood, or placing 
food in its hands or mouth to maintain its divine life, of clothing 
it with beautiful robes, washing it or purifying it at intervals.3 

The Granth contains the word ot the Guru and its worship by 
the faithful Sikh should not have much of an unhealthy influence 
of an idol. He always expects some good counsel from the book. 
But, inspite of the rational teachings of the Guru, a layman's 
faith in Sikhism 1s centring round the Granth with so many 
superstitions about it. What Farnell speaks of Christianity is more 
or less true of every religion in the world. " The popular religion 
of Christendom, except within the shrinking borders of Puritan 
Protestantism, must to-clay be called idolatrous. In this phenomenon 

1. G. G., Bihagre ki War Mahn.Ia IV, p. 556: 
MRhala I: 
Hinclu mnle bhnle n.khnti jiinhi, 
Nam.cl kahia si piij kariinhi. 
An<lhe gunge Rndh andhiir, 
Piithn.r le piijah mugdh gawiir. 
Ohi .ia api <lube tum k11.hii tarar;ihiir? 

.... 

2. Rec1mtly (1935) the Sikhs in America enqnirecl from the main religions 
bocl,Y of the Sikhs-tho S. G. P. C.-whether the chairs could be used 
in the presence of the ~uru Gran th b:v tho members of the congregation. 
The S. G. P. C. executive favo11ren the use of the chairs with a due 
regard to the Holy Book. Thie led to a great discontentpient in the 
orthodox press. · 

3. A. 0, G., p, 35, 
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very obvious before our eyes, we may discern a proof that the 
popular mind is incapable of reaching or at least of abiding by 
the concept of an omnipresent infinite God ; and only from the 
concrete image which we must call fetishistic can we gather a 
convincing perception of the helpful nearness of the deity. 

The other element of Vaisnavism which reacted against the 
Guru's mind was the ritual side and the formalism of the cult 
of Visnu. The human mind faces many obstacles on account of 
its own inherent tendencies on its way to self-development. On 
the one hand it cannot grasp and have a continuous hold on 
abstract and universal truths. Some practical observances become 
necessary for the emotional satisfaction of a devotee. On the 
other hand the human mind is so weak and easy-going that very soon 
it begins to lose the sight of the inner elements of those observance~ 
and gets engaged, without being conscious of this fall, in the 
mechanical performances of his religious routine. People become 
hypocrites. It was this hypocrisy and mechanical and insincere 

worship of God to which Nanak and his followers strongly protested. 
This he found in all religions of his time and his attacks are 
directed against beleivers of every kind of formalism. " The 
religion", writes Barth, '' had become singularly formal and destitute 
of all elevation of sentiment." Plato went too far when he said 
thtit God is not to be cajoled by rites of atonement or by 
prayer or sacrifice. The Guru believed in prayer but he condemned 
the b~lief that God could be pleased by rites or mechanical 
worship. In the Granth we read that people consider God like 
a baby or a toy who could be pleased by frauds and deceits. 
By ascetic practices men can destroy their bodies but the ' snake ' 
inside remains unkilled.1 He instead preached a religion of the 
heart with special emphasis on love and service of mankind. 

The Vaisnavas are strict vegetarians but the Guru did not 
have any superstitions m matters of diet. Reverence for the cow 
was also disregarded.2 -

But however we may credit the Guru for revolting against 
the Vaisnava tradition, there is much of Vaisnavism which continues 
m Sikhism. The Nirmalas and the Namdharis are Vaisnavites in 

1. G. G,, Asa Mo.huln V, p. 881 : \Vnrmi mi'iri siip 1111 mnri niim na suni dora, 
4-8-42. 

2. 8. R., IV, p. 220. 
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many practices. Some of the essential elements of Sikh religion 
seem to have been borrowed from the traditional Vaisnavism. 
For instance out of sixteen modes of worship counted by Ramanuja 
fifty per cent. are emphasised in Sikhism. Rememberance of God, 
utterance of His name and praises, constant worship with devotion, 
surrender of the self to Him, companionship, eating of the offerings 
of cooked food made to Him as Karah Prasad, doing service to 
His devotees-Sewa, servitude and humility. Drinking the water 
used in washing the feet of the idol of Visnu was first substituted 
among the Sikhs by using the feet-water of the Guru lCharan
Pauhal) at the time of initiation ceremony,1 and was later made 
more dignified by the Tenth Guru in the form of Amrit (the 
double-edged sword-water); the salutation of Vaisnavas continued 
in the days of the earlier Gurus,2 but the Tenth Guru made it 
more manly by changing it into an utterance of greetings of 
victory (Fateh) without bending or falling at the feet. The Guru 
rejected Nos. 9, 10, 15 and 16 of the Vaisnava modes of worship. The 
concept of Visnu was raised from a mere god to the Supreme 
and Formless One. The Guru seems to have modified or retained 
those Vaisnava modes of worship which were associated with the 
mental make-up and character-building of the devotee and rejected 
those which were mere forms and ceremonies except some which 
later came in when the religion was organised.3 

IL-Kabir 

Before analysing Saivism and its influence on Sikhism, I would 
deal with Kabir, who was more or less a Vaisanvite and who 
is unmistakably associated by all writers with Nanak. Kabir has 
been described as the 'author of the whole reformatory move
ment goiag on in India during the middle ages '.4 He lived from 
1398 to 1443 A.D.5 There are different accounts of his birth 
and parentage. Some say that he was a Muhammadan, and others 

1. S'. R., I,. p. 47. 
--------

2. Pairir:i pai Gur-Sikh pair dhuaill ......... w. G. 6-20. 
8. Cf. Snkhmani Gauri Mahola V : Who is a Vn.isnainte? 2-9. G. G., 

p. 274. 

4. Trumpp, quoted by Ml\cnicol in L. R. I, p. 218 ; Cf. also Mohan Singh in 
H. P. L., p. 28. 

6. Theqe dit.~s ,have beE"111 taken from.s. R.1 V, p. 122·anrl footnote to .p, .140. 
R. Burn in E. ~- E, VII. p. 682. says that Kabir Jived from 1440 to 1618 
A. D. Acco,;<l_ing to E. ~- he li_ved in the lat.tar pa.rt of the .)6th century, 
Vol 19, P- .-3°. Dr. ¥oh1tt:1 Smgh has written a. book entitled 'Kabir 
an!l Bhakti Movement . His arguments seem to be very sound on these 
porn ts. 
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take him to be a Hindu. Some hold that he was a Brahmin and 
others have described him to be a low class weaver. We are 
not so much concerned with his biographical details as with his 
relation to Nanak. 

I have come across four different views about Kabir's relation 
to Nanak:--

(1) that Nanak was a disciple of Kabir; 
(2) that Kabir was a disciple of Nanak : 
(3) that although the two never met, yet Nanak was influ

enced by the teachings of Kabir: 
(4) that there was no direct or indirect contact between 

the two and that Nanak owes nothing to Kabir or his 
disciples. 

1. The advocates of the first view are :-
(a) A. S. Gorden, E. R. E., iv, p. 287: All that was best and 

most tolerant in his system (Ramananda's) was then taken 
up by Kabir in the Punjab in the sixteenth century- with 
him and with his great disciple Nanak originated the 
reforming movement of the Sikhs.1 

(b) J. N. Farquhar," Modem Religious Movements in India" 
p. 336. 'Nanak the founder of the Sikh sect, was a dis
ciple of the famous teacher Kabir ! ' In an earlier book 
Farquhar had taken a different view, and he doubted 
whether the two ever met. (Cf. An Outline of Religious 
Literature in India, 1920, p. 336). 

(c) F. E. Keay in his' Kabir and his Followers'. 

2. The second view-point is the belief of some orthodox Sikh 
writers like Nihal Singh Suri who makes not only Kabir but also 
Ravidas, Ramananda and Pipa all disciples of Nanak (Jiivan Wirtant 
Sri Kabir Ji, Lahore, 1917). 

3. As to the view that Nanak was influenced by Kabir's 
writings, we have writers like Trumpp, Barth, Otto Strauss. Cun
ningham too does not hold this view improbable. Thus Barth 
writes that during his travels Nanak • entered into relations with 
disciples of Kabir ' (R. I. p. 243). Otto Strauss in his article on 
Indian Religions says that ' Kabir is. interesting not only for his 
own sake, but also because of the influence he exerted on the 
founder of the Sikh religion, (The Religions of the World by 

l, Kabir never went to the Punjab. Sea E. B. 
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Professor Carl Clemen, translated by A. K. Dallas, 1930, p. 131). 
• Nanak takes the same religious view-point as Kabir• (p. 132). 

4. The fourth is the view of Macauliffe and Dorothy Field 
and has more recently been expounded by Mohan Singh in his 
· History of Panjabi Literature ' and · Kabir etc.,' (Lahore.) 

To examine these four views we can have three tests : chrono
logical, internal and external evidences and a critical and com
parative study of the teachings of the two masters. 

It has now been chronologically proved and conclusively estab
lished that Kabir and Nanak were never contemporaries. 1 The 
former predeceased the latter, and thus there cannot be any relation 
between the two in the form of a •Guru• and a • disciple•. None 

of them was the master or the disciple of the other. Neither 
of the two mentions the name of the other in his writings. Nanak 
mentions so many names of persons whom he met. If he had 
met Kabir, his name would have surely been there. Nanak's humility 
is proverbial and he would never have concealed his indebted
ness to the teachers of his age. Nor we have any evidence outside 
the religious scriptures of the two faiths. No historian of the 
age of Nanak and his successors makes any mention about the 
personal contact between Kabir and Nanak. There now remains 
the comparison of the ideas of the two reformers of Medieval 
India. 

As I have already said that Kabir was a Vaisnavite in faith 
and there was a general trend among the Medieval Vaisnavas 
against the Brahmanical tradition of the caste system. Both Kabir 
and Nanak shared it. The former felt it more strongly, because 
he being brought up as a Sudra, had experienced the tyranny 
of caste. Naturally we find strong protests in the writings of 
Kabir against the Brahmin superiority. 'Brahmin •. he says• may 
be the •guru• of the whole world but he has got nothing to do 
with the Bhagatas.2 Then again he says 'to the Brahmin,' • How 
are you a Brahmin and me a Sudra ? Is it milk that runs in the 
veins of your body Vfhereas it is blood in my case ? ".3 ' If you 
------

1. H.P. L. and Kabir by Mohnn Singh, Lahore. 
2. G. G., p. 1377, 287th Sloka : 

Knhir Bahme.n Gum hni jagnt ka, bhagtan ke. gnr nahi. 
B. G. G., Rag Gan~i, p. 324 : 

Jan tun Brahmin Brahmini jiiiii. 
'ran an hat kahe nahi aiii. · 
Tum ke.t Brahmin ham kat sud, 
Ham kat lohu tum knt dudh. 4-7. 
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are born·, continues Kabir rather vulgarily,' of a Brahmin woman, 
then why did you not choose a different path to come to the 
world·. Inspite of these academic protests Kabir did not succeed 
in doing away with caste. This may be due to the social dis
advantages in which he was placed. On the other hand Nanak 
being a high caste man did not give vent to any feelings of 
anger about caste, but he had thoroughly realised that it was 
unnecessary both in religion and society. He condemned caste 
in his writings and also tried to abolish it in practical life. He 
was married under caste rules because marriage in India, even 
upto the present day, is controlled not by the bridegroom or the 
bride, but by their parents. Parents of Nanak were Hindu and 
they married their son according to the Hindu custom. Other
wise he disregarded caste in all activities of his life. He ate freely 
in the houses of Sudras, untouchables and Muhammadans ~1d 
other non-Hindus ; and had no restrictions about social intercourse. 

The other point in which the two teachers resi;mble is their 
stern opposition to idolatory. They both protested against the 
worship of God in stones. The third point common between the 
two is their harsh attack on the formalism and the externality 

of the religious life of their age. They very destructively criti
cised the hypocricy of the priestly class of both Hindus and 

Muhammadans. 1 

These are the three points which are common in the teachings 
of Kabir and Nanak. But these were shared by Kabir's prede
cessors and other contemporaries also. If on the ground of these 
we hold that one was influenced by the other, we shall, I an/ 
afraid, be guilty of the fallacy of hasty generalisation. To avoid 
the charge of the fallacy of non-observation we have to sec so 
many other points in which the two teachers differ. In the first 
place, as I have already said, these three protests did not issue 
forth quite originally from the tongues of Kabir and Nanak. There 
was·' no caste in Buddhism which still prevailed in those days; 
and there was no caste in Islam which was to some extent 
aggressive in Medieval India. Moreover reformers like Gorakh, 

1. (i. G. 
(a) Nl\11ak: Gnl mnla til1tk lilntnnc;. Dni ,lho~i bastl\l" knpht!l!_ll!;, 

.. .. ............ . ...... War Asa, p, 470-71. 
Kabir: Gaj an.deb tai tai clhotinn, tihro piiian tagg ...... Ana, p, 475. 

(bJ Nanak: lllnarrlmana sifat shrin.t parh parh karhi wichiir "' ... War 
Asa. 

Kabir: Hinrln Tnrkahe.n te ae kin eh rah cha.I.ii ...... Ase., p. 7. 47 
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Ramananda and other Bhagatas had already started protesting 
against Brahmanical social divisions. Same is true about protests 
against idolatory and the formal aspect of religions. But the 
strength with which Kabir and specially Nanak formulated his 
attacks is not met with anywhere else. The germs of protest& 
were there in the atmosphere. Kabir magnified them and did 
whatever he could in his own limited locality. Nanak also took 
the hint, but his feelings were greatly intensified by his practical 
study of the problems in his extensive travels. He started a 
regular campaign and succeeded in building up a monotheistic 
system, free from all those elements which he thought were 
opposed to or unnecessary for religious development, and spiritual 
consciousness. 

Kabir on the other hand remained a modified Vaisnavite. His 
writings reveal his faith in the following main pillars of the Vaisnava 
School of Hinduism : 

1. Vedic authority : Although he did not believe that a lip 
reading of the Vedas could help a man to get release from 
suffering1 yet he did not question the absolute truth revealed in 
them2

• 

2. The Puranic mythology : If he did not accept it positively 
it was consciously tolerated by him. 

3. Rama as incarnation of God was worshipped by Kabir. 
"In one respect", writes Dr. Narang, "Nanak surpassed Kabir 
and every other reformer " who continued to pay homage to 
Rama and Krishna as divine beings, whereas Nanak "boldly 
questioned their divinity." 

4. As a true Vaisnavite Kabir remained a strict vegetarian.3 

' Kabir far from defying Brahmanical tradition as to the eating 
of meat, would not permit so much, as the plucking of a flower, 
whereas Nanak deemed all such scruples to be superstitions.
Kabir held the doctrine of Ahinsa or the non-destruction of life 
which extended even to that of flowers. The Sikh Gurus, 0 ~ 

the contrary, allowed and even encouraged, the use of animal 
--- ----------------------

1. G. G., p. 728, Rag Tilaug : 

Berl Kateb iftra. bhiii dil ka fikar na jai ...... 4-1. 
2. G. G., p. 13J!), Bil1Jiai; Parbhati : 

Berl kateL lea.ho rnat jhuthe, jlrntl:!11, .io na Lichare ...... 
S. c;. Cf .. Asa. Sri Kabir ji, 479 : 

Pati torai malni pati pati jio 
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flesh as food. 1 Nanak has exposed this Ahinsa superstition m 
Asa Ki War2 and Mal:u Ki War.3 

5. Kabir was not opposed to renunciation or Sannyas, but 
he also approved of the household life.4 

6. Vaisnava Bhakti degenerates into a mere repitition of a 
certain name, which the Guru condemned); whereas Kabir is not 
conscious of this defect.6 

7. Kab'ir docs not distinguish between the psychological notion 
of mind and the metaphysjcal idea of soul. For him ' mind ' under
goes the process of transmigration of souls. 7 For the Guru mind 
is gross in the sense that it is attached with the body and is the 
outcome of five elements: ·· Ih Man Panch Tat Te lan!na ". 

8. Like Buddha, Kabir regards the world and life a suffering;· 
the Guru makes it dependant on the attitude of man. A believer 
in God and in His Will cannot find himself miserable even . 
' in the most heart-breaking and hardest events of life. ' It is all 
pleasure, there is no pain my fri~nd '.8 

9. As a natural corollary from the above, Kabir welcomes 

1. ~- R., VI, p. 141.
1 

2. XVIII Sloka, p. 47:2. 
8. XXV Sloka, p. 1288. 
4. G. G., p. 1877, Siok Kabir: 

K1~hir jan grhn karhi ta rlharm lrnr, nnhi ta kar h:lirig, 249. 
5. G. G., Gnjri ~fahn.la III, p. 491 : 

lu.) Ram Ram ;;ahh ko k:thai, lrnhiai Il:t111 na hoi ......... 
(!,) Bihngre ki war :Mahala, I\", p. <trio: 

Ham Ram karta sn.hh jag phirai, 
Rn.m nn. piiiii jai ......... 8lok Mahn la lII-XVIIf. 

(c) Wacihans :Mahala III, p. 565: 
Mnkhhn Hari Hnri sabh ko karn.i, 
Wirl:ii hirdni wasiiirt. II Ashtpurli. 

(d) Snhi Mn.huh, IV, p. 732: 
Hnri Hari k1.rhai nit kapt knmrLwhni, hi1·<la sutlhilhn11. hoi ......... 4-4. 

(e) Mn.lar l\fahala, I, p. ]26fi : 
Bin jihwn jo japai hiiii. koi jai:i:ii kais!l. Niio. .J.-1-6. 

6. G. G .. p. 329, Gau~i Kubir: 
Kn.Jin Kabir nkhkhnr rlni hhnkh. 
Hoign khnsmtn. legn ·rakh. '1iJ. 

7. Ct. G., Gn.uri Kabir, p. 380 : 
Is man kan koi khojo hhiii, 
·ran chhnte man kaha samni :-

I~ -~~~ .. 1~~;~; ~;h;"i~~-~- 'iii~ii. 
i'~·~;~~ .. k-~~-~-iij;·~~--{.~ki'.;i~·kfii ......... 9-]-B(j, 

8. G. G., p. 1302, Kanra l\fahaln V : . 
Dnkh niihi s:ihh snkh hi hai re ekl\i eki neta1 ...... ... 2-9~22. 
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death.1 Like the popular Hindu belief, he takes death to be tht> 
commencement of a blissful life for a devotee. The Guru takes 
the world as an arena and life as a conscious struggle for victory 
over sin.2 Death is not to be afraid of. It is not the end of 
life. It is simply an event among other events. 

With these facts before us, I think, the probable theory will 
be, that both Kabir and Nanak took hints from the. general 
atmosphere of their age and developed independent systems of 
their own under the influence of their vastly different, inherited 
and environmental conditions. This can also serve the purpose 
of history. Why to involve anachronisms by making them personally 
connected and to unsuccessfully · and also unnecessarily reconcile 
the somewhat opposed but decidedly different teachings of the 
two in one system of ideology ! 

3. SAIVISM 

!.-General 

Sivapadasundaram defines Hinduism as a group of religions. 
"The most important members of this group", he says, are 
Saivisrn, Vaisnavisrn and Saktaism, whose authorities in addition 
to Vedas, are respectively the Siva Agamas, the Pancharatra and 
the Sakta Agmas." 3 

The functions of creation, sustainance and destruction were 
entrusted by the ancient Indians to three gods: Brahma, Visnu 
and Siva. In other words the three potential energies were 
deified under these three names. In the course of time there 
grew three religions in the name of the three gods. According 
to the Puranic mythology Brahma got the Vedas from God and 
laid the foundation of the Vedic religion which when formulated 
became Brahmanism; Visnu was associated with Vaisnavism and 
Siva and his wife Sakti with Saivism and Saktaism. 

The origin of these deities is anthropomorphic. Siva and 

1. G. G, p. W65, Siok Hirn.gt Kabir : 
Kabir jis m11.rne te jag dariii, mere man ,mand · 
.Marne hi te piiie purnn Parmana1;1d-22. · ' 

2. G. G I Sri Rag l\Iahnla V, p, 72 and 78: 
Hau Gaeai da pahlwanrii, 
Mai Gur mil uchch dumiilrli, 
.:!abh ho~ chhiajh ika!hthia, Da,yu baicha wekluti iip jio---1.7, 
WaL waJn f!f-~li bhe~11i1 Alai latl1the laido plieriii, 
.N1he.te par;iJ Juan ma11 Gur thilpl diti kai;id jio-JB. 

3. The Saivl\. School of Hinduism, p. 13. 
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Visnu arc the outcome of the affective side of man. Visnu like 
a father sustains our life and is responsible for our well being. 
He is, therefore, fatherly and kind. The finer side of our feelings 
finds satisfaction in a kind, tender, sympathetic sustainer god
Visnu. I regard Visnu as a type and not a particular god. This 
is the invention of the primitive mind but it is present wherever 
man realises his helplessness and wants to depend on some fatherly 
superhuman agency. But the world presents us roses accompanied. 
by thorns. Life is seasoned with difficulties, sufferings and failures. 
There must be some source of this rough side of nature. Thus 
God also came to be terrible. Such a God was first Rudra and 
then Siva. 1 This is another type of God who is also present wherever 
human beings have got some thing to pinch their minds. 

Now there are two motives in the worship of these gods. 
When in danger, a child either seeks the help of his father to 
protect him against that source of danger, or having personified 
that source tries to avoid that calamity by adopting some mea~s 
to please him. So the devotee either by prayers, offering flowers 
and any other form of tender worship requests the fatherly Visnu 
to help him against destruction, or tries to please the very source 
of destruction-Siva. Naturally a terrible god cannot be pleased 
by flowers or soft words. There must be something destructive 
in the \\\Orship of a destroyer. To avoid destruction of one the 
devotee must give an actual or symbolic destruction of another. 
Thus sacrifice comes in. Siva's consort Sakti becomes the recipient 
of still more ghastly sacrifices. Sacrifice of animals or men is 
needed to please her. Her worshippers are known Saktas. Some
times husband and wife-Siva and Sakti, also known as Parbati 
are worshipped together. 

Death seems to have attracted the earliest notice of man. 
Death instinct, as Dr. Freud says, is most primitive and most 
universal. The idea of super-ego, by perversion or otherwise, 
must have given birth to a death deity very early in the human 
history. Hence th~re is no wonder that in Sir Marshall's opinion 
Saivisrn is " the most ancient living faith in the world." According 
to the new calculation it is now at least five thousand years 
old. " Amon~ the many revelations ", writes Sir Marshall. " that 
Mohenjo-daro and Harappa have had in store for us, none perhaps 

1. R. W. Frnzur, E. R. E. 
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is more remarkable than this discovery that Saivism has a history 
going back to the Chalcolithic age or perhaps even further still." 1 

Dr. Pran Nath confirms by saying, "The cults of Siva and the 
mother-goddess had already been judged to be very old. It is 
interesting to find them current as far back as 3000 B.C.2 

11.-Gorakh Nath-Siddhism 

At a stage of religious development in India Saivism and 
Buddhism combined to form a new sect of the Jogis or the Yogis 
(In the Granth it is written as Jogi or Joga, the Panjabi form 
of the Sanskrit word Yogi or Yoga). It was more with this 
sect that Nanak was occupied during his travels than with any 
other. The greater part of the material of his philosophy is 
contained in his dialogues with the Siddhas or the Jogis. Besides 
many other hymns, there are two long philosophical poems in 
the -Granth which are said to contain the sum and substance 
of the Guru's talks with these ascetic saints. Names of Machhindra 
(Matsyendranath), Gorakh Nath and Charpat Nath occur in the 
hymns of Nanak. The reputation of Nanak caused no where 
so much jealousy as among the followers of the Jogi sect. There
fore this sect deserves a closer study to enable us to find some 
exchange of ideas between the faiths of Gorakh and Nanak. 

The Siddhas are also known as the Kanphata Jogis, but the 
Guru generally uses the word Siddha for them. A Siddha is 
he who by Y ogic discipline attains supernormal powers and other 
Siddhis-perfections.3 The Guru of this sect is generally accepted 
to be Gorakh Nath. G. A. Grierson writes: In Northern India 
he is represented as a contemporary of the reformer Kabir who 
flourished in the fifteenth century; while in the Western India, 
one Dharm Nath, who is said to have been his fellow disciple, 
appears to have introduced the Kanphata doctrines into Kachh 
at the end of the 14th century. All authorities agree in making 
Gorakh Nath one of the twelve (or according to some twenty 
two) .disciples of Matsyendranath, a disciple of Adinath, a Yogi 
saint, whom the Nepalese identify as none other than the Buddhist 
deity Arya Avalokitesvara." 4 All traditions state that disciple 

1 . .Mohuu.io-daro 1u1tl tho luclu,; Uivilisatiou, p. Vil. 
:2. The Scripl,; of the luclu:; Valluy, Suab, I'· :2,=i. 

3. Cf. I. P., II, pp. aliti-68; Thu Gorakli uath1:; iu E. R. E. awl Yoi;n as 
Religion and Philo,;ophy l.,y ::i, Das Gnr,tu, 

~- E. R, E, 
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Gorakh was greater than his master and that it was he who 
introduced the custom of splitting the ears of the disciples and 
founded the subsect of the Kanphatas. In Nepal Gorakh is said 
to have converted Mahayana Buddhism to Saivism. He is also 
reported to have been a disciple of Sankaracharya who it is 
said felt displeased with him and turned him out of the circle 
of his discipleship. 

Jogism of the days of Nanak seems to be a strange mixture 
of Saivism, Buddhism, Yogism of Patanjala and Vedantism. When 
Vaisnavism with its devotional element began to flourish, the 
Saivites, in order to cope with their rival sect also brought in 
the Bhakti element and the idols of Siva like those of Visnu 
began to be worshipped. Linga became a symbol of Siva and · all 
Saivas are Linga worshippers to-d'ay '. Very early Visnu and Siva 
were regarded to be equal or one and the same. The combinati~n 
resulted in a new concept of godhead : Hari-har--Preserver z.nd 
Destroyer-Visnu and Siva. This shows how ail kinds of ideas 
mixed up in Saiv1sm in general and in the system of Gorakh Nath 
in particular. J. N. Farquhar thinks that the Kanphata syste:n is 
derived from the Nathas some of whom are still Saktas. 1 

The theological tenets of Gorakh 's system as gathered from 
Hathayogapradipika, Gorakh Ki Goshti and Gorakh Bodh are that 
they believe in Siva as a Supreme God, that the world is sufferin.g, 
that emancipation from worldly existence is the goal and this is 
to be achieved in the form of union with Siva, the means for 
which is to practice Hathayoga. 

' According to the authority of the Gorakh 13o<lh the vital 
air resides in the circle of the naval-Nabhi-and is supported 
by the void-Surya-which is spread everywhere. In its turn the 
vital air vivifies the Manas which resides in the heart. The Manas 

is open to the influence of the moon-Chandra-which resides 
in the sky, the vital air to the influence of the Sun-Surya-and 
void to that of the time-Kala. There is further another element 
the word-Sabda-:--which resides in form-Rupa. Before coming 
into existence of heart, naval, form and sky, the Manas was con
tained in the void, the vital air was shapcless-Nirakara-, the word 
was informed, and the moon resided in the intermediate space 
between heaven and earth. The void is of four kinds : Sahja, 
Anubhava, Parana, and Atita-sunya and it is· to it that the vital spirit 

1. Ontliue of the R1:1ligioue Literaturu of India, p, H2. 
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-Parana-resorts, during sleep or death. There are five principles
Tattva-one of which seems to be Nirvana and ten Dvaras-or 
means of attaining perfection, which are not named ·. This is 
the mystic side of · Gorakha's Yoga. I have given it here, because 
in the Granth the whole terminology of the system is used and 
its practice has been repudiated. The Sabda idea is Saktic in 
origin, because Sakti herself is sound, the eternal word or Sabda. 
In the Vedic hymns we came acr9-5s a goddess of speech-Yak. 
Both the words occur in the Granth in the mystic sense 

The Saktic Yoga is also similar to Hatha Yoga but it is 
based more on the principle of sou!ld. There are many channels 
of this Sabda, the scientific basis of which is the air in our 
nerves or Naris. Three have been mentioned in the Granth: 
Ira, Pingla and Sukhmana. The last is the most important because 
it is connected with the spinal cord. Connected with these channels 
there are six great centres or circles-of occult force situated 
in the human trunk, the one above the other. Each of the circles 
is described as a lotus. Muladhara, the lowest and the most im
portant of all, contains Brahmn in the form of a Linga, and 
the Devi lies asleep, coiled three and half times round the Linga 
like a serpent. In this posture she is called Kundalni, the coiled 
one. By Sakta Yoga she may be waked and induced to ascend 
to the highest Chakra-circle, or centre. These cha.nnels and 
centres form the basis of all the miracle-working power which 
the initiate can achieve. 1 The terminology of this Yoga also occurs 
in the Granth but its practice and miracles achieved thereby arc 
condemned by the Guru.2 The practice of Yoga is more or less 
physical in nature and the Guru discarded it because it does not 
---- - -· -- - --- ------- ---

1. Ibid. 
"2. G.G.: 

(a) (fanri Maha.la V, p. 208: 
Jag jugt t'iUII aio Gnt· te ......... -6-11-132. 

(b) War A.::;11. :'lla.l111.l11. I, P.: ,~6f'.>_: . 
·· ............... Ud na .1al11 81d1lh 11a hoi-5. 

(c) Japn .ii: 
........... Hiddhi t,iJdhi awra sa<l-XXIX. 

(dl :-iuhi :ilalia.la I, p. 731 : 
,Jog· 11a khiDtha jog na dande ....... 1-1-8. 

(e) Ramkali Mahala I, p. 007: 
Singi snrti aniihadi wii.in.i, gh11.ti ghati joti tn1m,ri ......... 26-9. 

!() Ra.wkn.li M11.hala III, p. Bli9: 
,J ogi jugt gawai handha.i, pakl111nd jog 11a hoi-27-2. 

tp) Ra111kali Mahala I, t-iirlilh Gasht, pp. 91.38-D1fi. 
Darsan bhekh karo jo~inrh-a, llltmdra .iholi khi9tha ... , ... IX. 
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he.p a Yogi (Yagin) in giving up egoism and selfishness and it 
is not a process for building' up a moral character, so essential 
for a house-hold life. Moreover it is a very complicated and 
difficult method to be practised by evNybody. 1 

The other aspect of Y ogism which has been con<lemno?d in 
the Granth is the guise of a Yogi, his attachment to form and 
external appear-ance, and his becoming a beggar and not leading 
a worl<lly life. Generally these Yogis who give up their homes 
smear their bodies with ashes, put on a waist cloth, upper sheet, 
a necklace with a horn (Singi-nad) attached to it, a wallet (Jholi) 
a hollow gourd for alms and huge ear-rings. Nanak addressing 
the Yogis asked them to have some inner moral worth and some 
character clement corresponding to their hypocritical forms. 2 

lnspite of these differences there are some points which seem 
to -have come down from these Yogis to the faith of the Sik~s. 
Some of them are common because of the general characteristics 
of the age. These Yogis did not recognise caste, had no scruples 
about food and ate meat. Some of them led married lives :oo. 
Many of them in the Western India still open free kitchen to all 
twice a day. They also had the system of d(scipleship. In short 

most of the Sikh practices are found among the Yogis. I am 
inclined to say that the influence of Siddhism on Sikhism has 
been greatest of all the sects in India. The Granth sometimes 
speaks of the Guru in the terms of a Yogi : My True Guru, 

- - ----·-----·-----------
1. Pat,mjlii Yo;;I\, Sn.ivn Yogn, Sakt:i. Yoga :rnd Gornkh's 1111.th:i. Yogn can 

:di he trnr.ed to Up:i.ni'ln.rlic tPxts and thPHP diffor only in cll'tnil!'. 'l'ht>_y 
all involvr ,,scr.ticiRm. 

2. l1. G.: 
(a) Jnpnji: 

M11n1tn. Hantokh RR.ram pat jholi. rlhinn ki karhi hihhut. XXVl11. 
(11) Huhi Mahala I, p. 7BO: 

.Jogi how:i.i jogwiii, hhogi how:i.i khiii ......... -4-5-7. 
(c) Bilawal Mahala IX, p~ 831 : 

,Jog jag nihphal tih mano, jo Prnbh j:i.s hisrawni ........ 2-2. 
(d) D. G., Patshahi X, Ramkali, P. 710: 

Re man ih hidh jog kamao, 
Singi siich '1.kapt kRnililii clhiiin hibhnt chariio-1 ......... 3-2. 

(Continued from page 102) 
(Ii) Marn Mahala I, p. 1042: 

Nia\i karm bhniaggam bhiithi . 
Ueohak kumbhak parnk man hif1. 16-6-22. 

(i) W. G., I Wai· Stanzaa XXIX-XLIV: 

-----

1. Bah11. bole," Nathji ! Asan wekhe jogi wnst na kni; 
Gnr•sangat Bar;ii bina. cluji ot nahi h11.i l'iii," 4-42. 

2. Bajhuh sacbche Nam Ile, hor kriimat :i.s11.tl.Je nRhi." 2-43. 
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the Yogi, is free from all disease-' Rog Raht Mera Satguru Jogi '. 1 

Still the two systems remain distinct. For instance the starting 
point of a religion is the concept of God, which the Saivites 
and the Gorakhnathis or the Gorakhpanthis not only identify with 
a god Siva but they also idolise him in Linga : then they simply 
make Him the director of the universe and 11ot ' the all in all 
of· it, as is done by the Guru.2 Soul. Maya and Anava (some
thing like the Avidya of Vedants/ are co-eternal entities with Go<l. 
These are fundamental differences and make the two shoals entirely 
<lifforent. But on the practical side the influence of the Yogis 
cannot h~ denied and Sikhism owes to them the modifications 
which Nanak conceived from his close touch with the Siddhas 

of his time. 

1. G. G., p. 1141, Bhairo Mah:i.la, V, 4-7-20. 
~- Cf R. W. Frazer, E. U. E .. II, pp. 91-96. 
R. Cf. Thfl 8aiva School of Hinrlnism, p, 66. 



CHAPTER VI 
BUDDHISM AND JAINISM 

1.-Buddhism 

Bu<l<lhism is not one of the religions which commonly prevailed 
m India in the days of the Guru. Buddha is mentioned in the 
Granth in a few hymns and associated with the Siddhas, with 
whom, as \\'e saw in the last chapter, Nanak had personal contact. 
He visited many Buddhist temples and reached the very birth
place of Buddhism, where, at Gaya, under a holy tree, Buddha, is 
said to have received the 'enlightenment.' The teachings of Buddha, 
if they at all reached Nanak, reached him in a disguised form 
either through the Yogis or the general atmosphere which still 
breathed Buddhistic influences. Although Buddhism as a religion 
of the masses had disappeared, yet the soul of Gotama still haunted 
the land of his birth. "But while it was disappearing as a church ", 
writes Barth, "it did not take along with it the germs which 
it haLl for long had the opportunity of disseminating, and it left 
the very religions which succeeded in smothering it, more or 
less pervaded by its spirit." The revolt against Brahmanical tradi
tion started by Buddha, although lulled to sleep on its way, yet 
it reached Nanak which ·by the time of the Tenth Guru became 
intensified and culminated in the Khalsa. " No race in India", 
says Samual Johnson," has shown a braver and more independent 
spirit, in thought or in conduct, than the Sikhs 1 ". This freedom 
of speculation and protest against Brahmanical tradition ' points 
plainly to that element in the national character of which Kapila 
and Gotama were earlier exponents'. "The Hindu sects of the 
last six centuries," continues Johnson, "are marked by a demo
cratic spirit which may rightly be called the after-life of Buddhism 
in a people who had rejected its form and its name. Has this 
harvest sprung from the ashes of martyred church ? Is this the 
meaning of that prescience of a 'farther shore' beyond the ocean 
of death ? " But our question is as to what exactly Buddhism 
stood for and what exactly in Sikhism can be identified with or 
distinguished from this ancient faith. 

In the first place the follower of Buddha needs no God and 
m that sense Buddha's doctrine 1s absolutely atheistic and there-

--------- -------------
1. Orienf.al Religio11s, p. 719. 
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fore fundamentally different from the faith of the Guru. Con
sequently the nature of Nirvana or Release must be different 
in the two systems.1 It will be clear from Buddha's four noble 
truths as summarised by Barth: A-To exist is to suffer; B-Suffer
ing is caused by desire which increases by gratification ; C-lt 
is possible to get rid of this suffering by suppressing desire ; 
D-The way which leads to this suppression is the Buddhistic 
'good law•, the practice of a definite discipline. The end of 
this is · Nirvana-extinction. As we have seen under Kabir that 
the Guru does not take life to be a suffering, nor therefore the 
release its extinction. His teaching does not involve asceticism, 
nor a code of morality detached from its perfectly moral and 
divine source-God. 

So we see that the Buddhistic influence on Sikhism is of 
quite a different nature. From other Hindu systems Sikhism does 
not so much differ in theory as in practice, but in the case of 
Buddhism, the opposite is true. There is no borrowing in theory 
but the influence is visible in some practical aspects. Buddha tried 
to abolish caste and his idea of brotherhood becomes an important 
theme with Nanak. Purity of heart and sincerity in our dealings 
with mankind were the essence of religion for Nanak. These 
virtues with a complete disregard for forms and ri_tuals were first 
emphasised by Buddha. No sanctity of any particular language 
is the third common element in the teachings of the two pro
phets. Buddha preached in the spoken language of the people 
and was the first Indian prophet to become a missionary. In these 
respects Nanak very closely resembles Buddha. Fourthly, the organic 
character of the Sikh idea of Sangat is met with among the 
Buddhists in their Sanghas or congregations, entrance to which 
like that of the Khalsa, was by certain vows ; and those who 
went out of the brotherhood were to become renegades and 
apostates like the Patits among the Sikhs. 

But unlike Buddha, the Guru never established an order of 
mendicants, Bhiksus, monks and nuns. 'The disciples of Nanak', 
writes Trumpp, ' would have sunk into a state of dull apathy 
the world around them, or they would have led a contemplative 
life in monastries, as the Buddhists did, if Nanak cautioned by 
his many disputes and contentions with the Jogis, and convinced 
by the practical experience of the wickedness and hypocricy-

- 1. Trumpp makes the two identical. Cf. A. G., p. CVI. 



107 

of erratic Faqirs. had not enjoined to them, to remain in their 
secular occupation and not to leave the world.' The Guru seems 
to have learnt some good lessons from the history, practices and 
the fall of Buddhism. Later Buddhism gave to Bhakti move
ment the creed of idol worship and the theory of Avataras or 
incarnations. Both these facts by the time of the Guru had led 
to mental debasement and naturally he asked his disciples to make 
neither an idol of the Guru nor of God. The Guru was not 
to be taken as a God incarnate. The other two factors which 
have contributed to a healthy and rapid growth of Sikhism also 
seem to be the lessons learnt from the fall of Buddhism. ' Why 
has Buddhism ' says Johnson, ' lacked this vigour and stir of pro
gress ? Doubtless because, with all its reaction upon Hindu beliet 
and institutions, it remained within the old Hindu circle and 
made contemplation the chief end of man. 

The Guru definitely declared that the Khalsa could progr~ss 
only if it remained always distinguishable from the general 
mass of people by its behaviour and appearance. The words 
he used were : Niara-separate, Rahani-Rahat: behaviour and 
appearance. The last two centuries as lived by the Sikhs have 
simply confirmed the Guru's forethought. If there were periods 
of decline, they declined because of their relapse in the old folk 
and if their star has ever shone, it has been because their mental 
horizon became clear of external influences. A religion declines 
and ultimately disappears, not because of some superiority in the 
rival religions but there also apears some defect within the fold 
of the religion itself. Besides its Hindu covering Buddhism developed 
another cause of its decline and that was its institution Sangha. 
It became far more illiberal and formidble than the caste system 
of the Brahmanical faith. It became a narrow-minded priestly 

class of the Buddhists. Vaisnavism and Saivism under their new 
Bhakti garb uprooted the Sangha as well as the Brahman. The 
Guru abolished all distinctions of caste and preached that all 
honest work was s_acred. A shoemaker, a soldier and a philosopher 
were useful and respectable members of the society. But the 
time has yet to show whether the Khalsa does not become another 
Sangha, because as the time rolls on the shift of emphasis is becoming 
more and more on the external appearance of a Sikh than on 
his inner purity. Intolerance and a narrow outlook on life are 

the natural consequences. 
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IL-Jainism 

There are references co Jainas in some hymns of the Granth. 
Nanak in his missionary travels met some Jaina priests and argued 

against their method of living. There is nothing in common 
between the general philosophy of Jainism and that of Sikhism, 
although the two have been considered together by Alban G. 
Widgery I The concluding remark of the author is interesting 
and thoughtful : Sikhism may not unreasonably be regarded as 
providing what Jainism seriously lacks; but it might gain some
thing in depth on its subjective side and something of precision 
by association with the analysis found in Jainism.· 

In practical life Jaina asceticism and the doctrine of extreme 
Ahinsa were attacked by the Gurus. According to Jainism K;irma 
consists of atoms. These fill the soul as sand fills a bag and 
act on it like a weight. The soul by its nature ri_ses upwards 
to heaven, but Karmas, which are material, keep it downwards 
on earth. When these Karmas are finished, the soul on leaving 
the body will rise perpendicularly "to the top ot the universe. 

where liberated souls abide forever ".2 To attain this liberation 
the new Karma should be stopped from entering into the Jiva 
and already existing Karma must be extinguished. Thus the salvation 
is through acts or works, not through inaction or Sannyas of the 
Vedanta. 'Jainism' says Dr. E. J. Thomas," is the most extreme 
form of Kiryavada." 3 

With this concept of salvation and its attainment Jainism 
preaches a life of extreme asceticism. Combined with extreme 

Ahinsa the mode of living of the Jaina Sadhus becomes rather 
unclean. The Guru in War Majh and War Malar criticises this 

kind of life of the Jainas. The first of the ' Thirtythree Swayyas ' 

of the Tenth Guru also make an indirect reference to this practice 
of the Jainas. The hymn in War Majh runs thus: 

They ( the Jainas) pluck their hair, drink dirty water, beg 
and eat other's leavings, spread out the filth and smell it, do 
not use natural water, having smeared their heads with ashes 
they pluck their heads like sheep, they give up their ancestral 

1. Living Religions ancl Modern Thong-ht, Hl36. pp. f.17-107. 
2. Prnfes::;01· J oe;,;hi iu E R. E. Cf. also Epitome of Jainism L.v N ahar anrl 

Ghosh. 

3- The Life of Buddha, quoted in L. H. I. 



109 

occupations and their families weep with lamentations-day and 
night they are filthy, they are always in a mood of despair and 
never live a life of prosperity ; they walk in a single file, brush 
the ground before they lay their foot on it, all this they do to 
avoid killing life, but it is God who giveth and taketh life. 1 

Arguing with a Jaina priest Nanak once said that non-vio
lence is a relative concept. To save one we destroy another. 
Even Nature while providing sustainance to one becomes destructive 
or violent to others. He gave the example of rain in summer 
which is beneficial to some and <lestructive and harmful to others. 
Surely, in the light of Sir J. C. Bose's botanical researches, estab
lishing life in plants, it is difficult to be a consistent non-des
tructionist, except, of course, in cases uf those people who arc 
willing to resort to self-destruction. As a reaction to this mode 
of life of the Jainas, the Guru preached a healthy, cheerful and 
hopeful life with a desirable restraint on senses anJ animal passions, 
relying on God for help and success. So that the influence, of 
Jainism on Sikhism is not even to the extent to which it is traceable 
in the general trend of Hindu mind. The chief Jaina trait~ in 
the Hindu thought seem to be Ahinsa doctrine and the theory 
of Avataras, which can equally be assigned to the Buddhistic 
influences. None of the two ideas seem to have found a super
stitious allegiance from the Guru. The latt~r was rejected and 
the former was substituted by a moral love and sympathy for 
fellow beings. 

J. G. G., p. 14!). XXVl ~lok: \Var Malin, p. 128-1, XVI Pauri. 



CHAPTER VII 
RELIGIONS OF NON-INDIAN ORIGIN 

Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

I 

It has generally been held that Sikhism is a branch of Hinduism 
which came into being because of the Muslim influence on the 
religious mind of India. That is partly true. But my researches 

into Guru's teachings and their analysis have led me to say that 

Sikhism is the natural outcome of the contact of Indian mind 
with non-Indian mind containing Avestic, Judaic, Christian and 
Islamic currents of thought. Nanak, though born in India, travelled 
in the lands of the birth of these religions. He must have met 
the professors of these faiths and exchanged ideas with them. 
Persian and Arabic vocabulary in the Grant.h is not so insignificant 
that the reader may not notice it. Some hymns are composed 
exclusively in Persian. Besides some close resemblence between 
some of the Guru's ideas and the teachings of the prophets of 
the religions under discussion, the Granth contains references to 
this group of religions and their holy books. The Guru designates 
the Indian group of religions as Hindu and the Semitic group 
of religions as Turks. 1 He calls the holy books of the former 
by the name of Vedas, and of the latter by the name of Katebas. 
The word Kateb according to all traditional commentaries includes 
the four holy books of these four non-Indian religions. 2 Even 
to-day the Christian converts in some parts of the Panjab arc 
callcJ by the villagers Qiranis--'-from Quran. Sometimes Quran 
is specially mentioned in the Granth and is generally conjoined 
with the Katebas, just as the Puranas, the Shastras or the Smritis 
are conjoined with the Vedas. 

The idea of the Will of God-Hukm-and man's submission 
to it as found in Sikhism was not held by the Hindus as such. 
It is more Christian and Muslim in its nature. ' Thy Will be 
clone · is one of the basic teachings of the Granth. " Nothing 
happens without the will of God " says the Pahlavi text.3 'All 

----~ - ---~----- -- -- -----
1. Cf. II. P. S., Chapter XX, p. lH2. 
2. See Kateli in G. G. re and G. H. H. 
3. S. B. E., XXIV, p. 263. 
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happens under His Will·, is common in the Granth.1 This Will 
is ' irresistable ' and therefore it must be submitted to.2 This idea 
of submission preached by the Lord Christ became _the very name 
of the Religion of Muhammad-Islam. Just as this idea of sub
mission to God's will brought victory to Christ over the Cross, 
similarly the faith of Arjan and Teg Bahadur came out victorious 
over great tortures and frightful scenes of their deaths. Such 
a faith, says Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal, " can make a man calmly 
offer his prayers when bullets arc showering roun<l him ".3 This 

he calls 'refined fatalism '. Whatever 'ism' it may be, it has 
stood in good stead whenever it has been rationally acted upon. 

II 

The idea of the Holy Wars-Crusades-among the Christians, 
Muslims and the Sikhs seems to have come from Zoroaster. The 
Guru always fought in defence, but even as such, the idea was 
foreign to the Indian religious concept. Zoroaster, though Aryan 
in parentage, was non-Indian in breeding. 

Dr. Dhalla says that Zoroaster preached a religion of righteous
ness and pastrol simplicity.◄ Like him Nanak too did not complicate 
the, practical side of his religion. Work honestly, serve your fellow 
beings, and remember God form the threefold path of Nanak's 
teachings: 'Kirt Karo,'' Nam Japo' and' Wand Chhako' was the 
constant theme of Nanak to his listeners, as emphasised in all bio
graphis or Janam Sakhis of his. But unlike Zoroaster, Nanak did not 
divide his God into two parts : Aharmuzda and Aharman. Hence 
ethics of Zoroaster, as Dr. A. V. William Jackson calls it, is 
dualistic. But this dualism merges into monotheism as soon as 
God overcomes bad. This is the Christian idea of progress. Al
though it is not probable that Nanak might have ever had an 
access to Avesta and other Pahlavi texts, yet sometimes the ideas 
of the two books resemble so much that one is led to suppose 
that some of the verses of the Granth are simply translations 
of some Avestic lines. Nothing can be based on these accidental 
resemblances, because some of the hymns of the Granth have 
got similar resemblances with so many other religious books. This 
goes in favour of our general contention_ that Nana½ during his 

1. Hnkmai 11nrl.l\r snbh ko ......... II Stl\nz11.-Jap11ji 1 G. G., p. 1. 
::!. Bible-Dan, 4: 7, 36; Rom. 9: 19; Eph. 1 :6; Jas. 1: 18; 4:16. 
B. The Rcoonstructions of Reli14io11l'I Thought in lsl::tm, 1934. 
4. Zornstrinn Theology. 
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travels did meet the priests of so many religions and heard to 

their views.1 

III 

How interesting is the resemblance between the Jewish Mantra, 
Muslim Kalm:1 and the Sikh Mui Mantra : ' Thou art one, Thy 
name is one ·.2 The Jewish concept of God a5 Name in the Old 
Testament is so common in the Granth that one looks a counter
part of the other. Muhammadans have also got the idea of 
Isrn-i-A'zarn, the Great Name. The ultimate origin may be Jewish. 
The idea was not absolutely unknown to the Hindu scriptures. 
The remote ancient origin may be one, but the description of 
Jewish Name as found in the Old Testament and the Encyclopaedia 
of Religions and Ethics is very much the same as held by the Sikhs, 
especially the Nandharis and the Nirmalas. The secrecy of the 
Name and its being breathed by the 'holy lips· into 'holy ears·. 
' in a holy place · are characteristically similar in both the religions. 
The name is sometimes spoken as the 'distinguished or proper 

name', or more frequently the 'name pronounced·. It is also 
called' rememberance ·. 'mention', 'the name of four letters·, 'the 
great name', • the great and auspicious name ·. Here again the 
substitute names similar to Jewish names are found in the Granth: 

Nam-name, Sabad-name pronounced, Simrin-rememberance, 

Yad or Jap-mention or repetition etc. Accidentally the Sikh 
name of God is aho four-lettered. Here again we may say that 
these resemblances are accidental and can be psychologically 
explained, for human nature has got similar spiritual and mystic 
experiences and habits. 

IV 

The third member of non-Indian religions is Christianity. l 
am led to believe that Nanak met Christian missionaries, once 
when he went to Ceylon through Malabar and other Southern 
parts of India and again when he went to Arabia and Palestine. 
Missionaries of three Christians churches have been working in 
India. The earliest was the Syrian Chuq::h. A legend goes that 
Apostle Thomas came to India in 50 A. D. to Travancore and 
the South. But there is no doubt that the Syrian Church has 

I. l'rofosso1· 'l'rja Rin~h hns drawn tlrn anthor',i att11ntion to Mr. Uhatterji's 
hool, on G;~th:i, and Guru Gohiud Singh on ihis snhjPct of thP r11lation 
ht>twcen S1klrnim and ZoroaRtrinnism, 

2. A. E. Sufferin in E. R. E, 
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a regular history from the fourth century A.D. The ongm was 
perhaps the city of Edessa in Mesopotamia. This was followed by 

the Roman Catholic Church from Italy in the fourteenth century 
in two branches, one led by St. Francis Xavier and the other 
by Robert de Nobili. They also worked in the South, in Goa, 
Fishery Coast and Cape Camorin. St. Francis is said to have 
left India in 1552 A.D. Nobili preached in the disguise of a 
Brahmin. Nanak, who was so fond of meeting professors of 
different faiths would not have come from the South and the 
West without arguing a;1d discussing with these new invaders 
on Indian religions. The Protestant Church begun by the German 
priests in the early years of the 18th century was rather late. 
The Tenth Guru died in the South in 1708 AD. 

Some writers find in the teachings of the Guru some Christian 
influence. For instance J. W. Youngson writes: "Whether Nanak 
was acquainted with Christian Truths is a debated question, 1:-ut 
whether he was or not, we must allow that, being in some degree 
conversant with the Muhammadan faith, he may have kncwn 
something of the revelation of God in His Word, the True Teacher, 

God incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ." The Muhammadan channel 
for the flow of Christian influences to Nanak can also be traced 
through his intimate connection with some Sufis. • The leading 
elements of the system of Sufism', writes Farquhar,' come from 
two external sources. The first was Neoplatonism, which flowed 
into Islam through Greek Philosophy, Gnosticism, Christian 
teaching and Christian asceticism. The other source was Indian,, 
thought, but whether it reached the Sufis through Buddhism at a 
very early date, or through Vedantism later, is not yet clear.' 
A more recent observer, Baron Jean Pellenc, in his French book 
"L'lndes' Entrouvre " 1 says, "Of the two religions whose theories 
he (Nanak) assimilated, one was Sufism-the other doctrine which 
deeply influenced the founder of the Sikh religion was that of 
Christianity.2 Many passages in the Granth are strikingly akin 
to the Christian, New Testament; indeed it would not be too 
much to say that a good half of Nanak's work deals uniquely with 
the Gospel narrative from the birth of Christ to the Ascension ".3 

The latter is an extremely exaggerated statement and shows utter 

1. India through French Eyes, 1986. 
2, Ibid, p. 128. 
B, Ibid, p. 181, 
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ignorance of the author about the contents of the Granth. But 
the idea that there is some Christian influence is suggestive and 
is shared by many scholars. This influence was about the inception 
of Sikhism. Its culmination into the Khalsa has also been shown 
to have been 'suggested by Christian example'. Thus V. A. Smith 
says, " Guru Gobind Singh bound the Sikh fraternity together 
by instituting or adopting two sacraments, perhaps suggested by 
Christian example." Fatherhood of God, brotherhood of man, 
divine grace, righteousness and holiness, are some of the elements 
in Sikhism which suggest direct or indirect Christian influence. 
But there is no last word on the question. The teachings of 
Nanak cannot be analysed in such a way, that a particular ekment 
may be definitely assigned to a particular source. All our con
clusions are as yet probable. Christianity itself has been supposed 
to have been influenced by the teachings of Zoroaster, BudJha 
and others. 

V 

A.-Islam 
Just as Christianity and the system of Western education 

is playing an important part in the religious development of modern 
India, similarly Islam and Muslim culture exerted a considerable 
influence on Indian life and religion in the Middle Ages. There 
is no gainsaying the fact that Islam, if not so much as a faith, 
but at least as a State Religion played an important role in the 
development: of Sikhism. Leaving aside the political influences, 
I shall briefly consider the Muslim teachings and their positive 
or negative influence on the Guru. 

Like Buddhism and Siddhism, Islam influenced Sikhism more 

on the practical side than on the side of its theoretical teachings. 
For instance, there are two modes of worship of God in Islam: 
Individual and congregational. The Hindu worship was mostly 
individual. Besides the two individual prayers, a Sikh has also 
to join the congregation in the Gurdwara twice a day, at sunrise 
and sunset. The evening congregation may be held in the house, 
but the whole family must join it. The congregational element 
and the community feeling among the Sikhs is thus Muhammadan 
or more generally Semetic in origin. Then the way in which 
~he Granth is wrapped in clothes and when opened, but not read, 
is covered by a sheet of cloth was also the fashion for its sister 
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Quran. The more important resemblance between the two books 
is in the headlines of every compos1t1011 in the book. The Mui 
Mantra of the Granth and the Bismillah of the Quran, are both 
dedicated to One Merciful God and are placed in the beginning 
of every new chapter. They resemble both in content and form. 
None of the two contains a verb, the implication and the signi
ficance of which is that the nature of God transcends all concep
tions of time. Just as the Muhammadans believe that the Fatihah 
permeates the whole Quran, 1 similarly the Sikhs take the Mui 
Mantra to be the soul of the Granth, which is considered to be its 
detailed exposition. Both are regarded as the quintessence of their 
respective books. I have already pointed out that Muhammad's 
MiraJ and Nanak's flight to Sach Khand are the outcome of the same 
belief. 

On the theoretical side, although the Muslim concept of the 
unity of God strengthened Nanak's monotheistic belief and his 
concept of the solity of God, yet instead of replacing the Hindu 
immanental God by the transcendental God of the Muslims,2 he 
combined the two aspects in the same deity. One thing which 
is particularly Muslim or more correctly Semitic is the male charac
ter of God. The Guru never in serious thought represents God 

as female, as it is sometimes done in the Hindu books. The 
Guru's God is merciful, but not so much as to say ·• God forgives 
even if there is no repentance on the part of the sinner " 3

, 

The difficulty in the Guru's way was the law of Karma, yet 
God's mercy was there and the sinner must repent, do good and 
then expect grace from God. Sometimes in the Quran, but never 
in the Granth, God is described as avenging.• Similar ideas are 
met with in the Vedic hymns. God is mentioned to be Retri
butor 5 and Wrathful.6 The Guru says, "My Lord is kind and 

always kind ''.7 
The Hukm-philosophy. as has been pointed above, is, though 

1. Cf. Muhnmmad Ali's translation of Hol.r Quran, Lahore, 1984, p. 1. 
2. '· Surely your Lord is Allah who created the heavens anu the earth 

iu six days aucl then took His seat ou the Arsh," p. V, The Philosophy 
of Islam by Khn.in Khan, Madras, 1903. 

8. Quran, p. LIII. 
•.l. S. B. E, VI, p. 46. 
5. S. B. E, XXXXVI, p. XXVI. 
ti. Yajttr Veda, quoted by Swami Daya Nand, p. 197, XIX-9. 
7. G. G., Tilang ~ahala V, p. 724 : 

Mihnvan Sahib mera Mihr"t"t"iin Se.hib. Sahib mera Mihrw·an ........ .4-3. 
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Semetic in general, but it is characteristically prominent in th~ 
Muslim thought. The very word Hukm is Quranic. Again Quranic 
ideas like : All people are a single nation (2-213), and ' people 
are naught but a single nation (10-9) ' found expression in Guru's 
words like : All men are of the same caste and that we are all 
equal, no high and low, all brothers, no friends or foes. Just 
as in the mosque, the ideal of brotherhood is triumphant, ' the 
beggar, the sweeper, the prince worship side by side' 1, similarly 
in a Gurdwara all social superiority or inferiority is set at naught. 
A kin~ like Ranjit Singh and a Maharaja like Hira Singh deemed 
it a good luck to serve and fan the poorest members of the 
community in a Sangat-a religious congregation. The Muslim 
theory of creation by the mere will of God, is inferred from some 

hymns of the Granth.2 The Guru says in the Japu ji that by 
one Word God created the whole world. As we shall see, the 
Guru's idea of the Word has got a different metaphysical signi
ficance, yet the ordinary interpretation does not make any difference 
between the two. In the Quran we have the word Kun to create 

and Qum to recreate. God says ' Be ' and it is.3 Similarly Muham
madan ideas of after-death are also found in the Granth.4 But 
this should not amount to saying, that the Guru believed in all 
those Muslim ideas to which allusions are found in the Granth. 
We shall revert to these theories in the course of our discus
sions of theoretical problems. 

The ideas of the Guru reveal his contact with two types 
of Muslims : the orthodox and the Sufis. The hypocricy,~ intole-

- -------- --·-----
1. Indian Islam by Dr. Titus, p. 171. 

2. (a) G. G., Ramkali ki War Mahala lll, p. 9J8: 
Hukme hi sabh sajian ......... IV Siok 

(b 1 Hukmi how an iikiir ......... J apu ji II. 
(c) Kita pasao eko kawao ........ Japu ji-XVI. 

3. s. B. E , VI, p. 16. 
4. G. G., G-~uri ki War, p. 815, .Mahala V: 

(a) Azrail fresta til pire ghai;i1 ......... XXVII. 
(b) Also in War Asa, Siok XX, p, •173. 
(c) Ramkali ki \Var, p. 96::l; 

Nanak akhai re mana sur;iiai 1-iikh sahi, 

Lekha Rabh mangesia baiilia kacldh wahi, 
Tu.Iba pahsan akia baki jina rahi, 

Azrail fresta hosi ai taj ........ XIII Siok, 
&. 8. R., I, p. 38--11. 
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ranee and formalism of the former disgusted Nanak. His attacks 
against the Mulla I and the importance which he attaches to exter
nality are as severe as they are against the Brahmin. For a 
Muslim, the Allah and other Quranic names of God are the only 
legitimate ones. " Most excellent titles hath God, by these call 
upon Him and stand aloof from those who pervert His titles.2 

' All Muhammadans agree ', writes Edward Sell, 'that such names 
as the Living and the Wise and the Powerful can be applied 
to God, but they must be Tawqifi, i.e., authorised in some reve
lation, Quran or tradition, God can be called 'ash-Shafi '-the 
Healer, but He cannot be called the ' at-Tabib ' the physician, 
because that word is not applied to Him either in the Quran 
or by Muhammad.' This sanctity of language and special names 
was rejected by Nanak. According to him God has countless 
names.3 God can understand our ideas without their being clothed 
in words. The orthodox belief that Muhammad was the prophet 
or the only prophet or the last prophet of God, did not app~al 
to the Guru. He said, if there was one prophet then there were 
millions like him. Muhammad, he says was, subject to pleasure and 
pain like ordinary men. When a Qazi asked Nanak to have faith 
in one God and His one Rasul-prophet, he said: why to have 
faith in the latter who takes birth and dies, believe only in 
the One who is Omnipresent.4 The narrow-mindedness and the 

1. G. G.: 
(a} We.r l\Ie.jh Mahala I, p. 140: 

(i) J e rat lage kapre j1tma hoi plit, 
Jo rat piwahi miii:isn tin kio nirwal chit? 
Nanak niio Khnda-ika dil hachclrni mnkh lehu. 
A.wa1· diwaje duni ke Jhuthe a.ma.I karehn VI 

(ii) :.\lihr ma.si~ siclk wusalln hakk halal Kurai:i ......... VII. 
(h) War Asa, Mahala I: pp. ,165-66: 

1\lusalmana sift sriat IJ!L! par kn.rhi bichiir ......... VI Siok. 
(c} Marn l\Iahala V, pp. 1081-82: 

Allah 11,gm Khndai bande 
Chhod khial dnniii ke dhai:ide-1. 

············································· 
:Musiilma.i:i momdil howai, 
Ar:itar ki ma\ clil te dhowai ......... -19. 

············································· 
Ha.k Hukm sn.chu khudaiii, bujhi Nanak b11.ud khale.atre.. 15-3. 

2. f,.!uran, VII-169. 
R. ,Jap1t Ji-XIX. 
4. S. R., I, p. 102, 121, 123. 
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intolerance of this school led him to say the opposite: that all 
religions were true only if they were to be sincerely lived, and 
not hypocritically boasted of. Allah and Ram, mosque and temple 
did not differ in essence. So much so, that the Sixth Guru got 
a mosque constructed for Muslims. The First Guru did not object 
on principle to say prayers in a mosque, but he could not join 
the group as the leader was not sincere in his prayers. This 
school of Muslims did not influence Nanak very much positively. 
But on the other hand, but for the limited outlook of this school, 
we might have missed the universality and broadmindedness in 
the teachings of Nanak. 

B.-The Sufis 

More positive in content was the exchange of ideas which 
took place between the Gurus and the Muhammadan Sufis. They 
are the followers of the mystic and emotional side of the teachings 
of the great Prophet's religion. They practise inaction through 
ascet1c1sm. All knowledge except that of the One must disappear. 
At the final stage, this consciousness of the ' other one' merges 
into 'all and the same one' and this is their Fana or Absorption.1 

Nanak had personal relations with some well known Sufis, 
the verses of one of whom are recorded in the Granth. The 
prevailing Sufi sect of the Guru's days was the Chisti order. 
Seven Sufi orders are counted in the third century after the 
Prophet.2 In the tenth century A. D. Khwaja Abu Abdal Chisti 
founded the Chisti order, which two centuries later found its 
way to India. Khwaja Muin-ud-Din Chisti of Sistan came to 
Delhi in A. D. 1192 with the Army of Shihab-ud-Din Ghauri. 
Three years after, he went to Ajmer which became the first centre 
of the order in India. Nanak met Baba Farid II who was the 
13th spiritual successor of the First Sheikh Farid Shakarganj. This 
Shakarganj was the disciple of Khwaja Qutub-ud-Din of Delhi, 
who was initiated to Sufism by Khwaja Muin-ud-Din Chisti. 
Ultimately the order is linked with the second Caliph Hazrat 
Umar and thus with the Prophet. 

Advaitic Bhakti and Sufism have got close resemblance with 

1. Dr. Farqt~ha1: writes : Pa~ia _lies very near Hindu thong ht. It is not quite 
abs~rpt_1o_n m ~od, for 1t 1s accompanied by everlastin11: life in God ; 
_vet mcl1v1clua\1t,v passes ll.\Vay. Outline ............ , p. 831. Cf. Islamic 
Sufism, p. 147. 'Absolntism alone remn.ins '. 

2. Islamic Sufism h,v S, A. Shah, Chapter I. 
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each other. There is a fusion of the two in Sikhism. Just as 
there are stages in the spiritual uplift of a Sufi, similarly Nanak 
also speaks in his Japu ji of five steps in the spiritual progress 
of man. Singing of the praises of God, music and free kitchen 
are some of the common practices among the Sufis and the Sikhs. 
Respect for all religions and prophets and a general tolerance 
for the convictions of others, emphasis on inner worth instead 
of the external rituals are shared both by Nanak and the Sufi 
saints. But the two systems differ on some fundamental points. 
The Sufis are chiefly Faqirs. 'Faqr or poverty is indicated as 
the concomitant of Su±is' spiritual endeavour.1 The system of Nanak 
is that of the house-holders. The final stage of the Sufi, like 
the Vedadntist is renunciation. It is • complete in solitude far 
from the dwellings of man. The desert or jungle or away .in 
the heights of the great mountains, the devotees find peace to 
contemplate without any outside interruptions. Thuswise the best 
is attained.2 The Guru does not favour this kind of life. The 
method of realisation of the ideal according to Sufism involves 
ascet1c1sm. Farid says that in order to realise God, I shall reduce 
my body to such a state that no blood will be left in it.3 Then 
again he says that in order to reach God, I shall tear off my 
clothes and shall wander in coarse rugs.4 On both the occasions 
the Guru corrects him and says: the body cannot exist without 
blood and that if there is truthfulness and sincerity in the heart 
one can realise God in one's own family and house.5 Like Kabir, 
Farid too considers life a misery and the world nothing but an 
embodiment of pain.6 Naturally we find him saying that how 
nice it would have been if at the time of his birth his nurse 
could have cut his throat.' The Guru as before corrects him 
and says : Believe in God and his Grace, the world will be 
turned into a garden and life into a pleasure.8 

This concludes the present section. To some readers it may 
look too brief and to others a little too long. My purpose in 
this comparative survey of Sikhism was to show, that to say that 

1. Ibid, p. 2·12. 
2. Ibid, p 32. 
3. G. G., Siok LI, p. 1380. 
•l. 1 bid, CIII, p. 1383. 
6. Ibid, Sicks Nos. LII an1l CIV. 
6. Ibid, Siok LXXXl. 
7. Ibid, Siok LXXVI. 
8. Ibid, Sicks LXXXIII, p. 1382. 
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it (Sikhism) is the branch of this or that religion is to shut our 
eyes to the multifarious trends of thought originating from all 
these sources and contributing to the general atmosphere in which 
the founders of Sikhism flourished. Just as the mere presence 
of the ideas of transmigration of souls and the law of Karma 
should not make us think that Sikhism is nothing but Hinduism ; 
similarly its ' stern ' monotheistic character should not persuade 
some writers to say that Nanak was a Muhammadan. If the 
Vedas and the Katebas, the Gita and the Gatha are the ancestors 
of Guru Granth; Zoroaster, Buddha, Christ, Muhammad, Sankara 
and Gorakh are in one way or the other, predecessors and pre
cursors of Nanak. But this great genealogy and ancient inheri
tance should not make us believe that Nanak's ideas were all 
acquired by him. He did not start with a clean-slate-mind. Apart 
from the 'power of the unconscious' which the modern psycho
analyst has explored 1, all prophets I believe, though dogmatically, 
from the very beginning • are linked with some thing which is 
universal, eternal and also conscious-traditionally known as God. 
So was Nanak. 

1. Cf. Dr. E. Jones in How The Mind Wor,..s, Edited h,r ProfcH1llor Cyril 
Burt, p. 79. 



PART III-THEORETICAL PHILOSOPHY 
CHAPTER VIII 

GOD : PROOFS AND NAMES 

I 
A CCORDINQ to the orthodox interpretation, the first and the 

last visible mark written in the Guru Granth is figure I, the 
symbolic unity of God and this they say is diffused in the whole 
body of the book. According to them it was conceived by the 
Guru after his notion of the universe. " In the beginning there 
was one, in the end there will be one and midway between the 
two that one is diffused." 1 Whatever may be the orthodox view, 
we will not find a single passage in the Granth which is not 
about God or addressed to God. Deity is the direct or the indire,ct 
subject matter of every hymn in the Granth. Thus God being 
the basic principle of Sikhism and of course of every religion 
worth the name, the present section should begin with an analysis 
of this primary notion. Philosophy and religion have God as 
their object. 'But' Hegel is said to have drawn a distinction 
between the two, saying that, 'the philosophy of religion differs 
from other philosophical sciences in beginning with the idea of 
God instead of reaching it at the last ; in the one case it is the 
Terminus A Quo, in the other the Terminus Ab Quem '. 

PROOFS OF THE EXISTENCE OF GOD :-Every attempt 
in understanding the concept of . God begins with the proofs of 
His existence. The Guru seems never to have bothered himself 
about proving the existence of God. He was so much imbued 
with the divine love, that he could not even imagine that there 
could be any doubt about His ~xistence. He simply starts with 
God as existent and in fact the only being existent in the real 
sense. He takes Him as an object requiring no proof, some thing 
most visible, most outstanding. That which is such, needs no 

1. G.G. 
(a) Go.uri Bn.wnn Akhkhari Ma.ho.In V: 

Nn.nak eko rnw riha. dusar hoann hog. I Siok, p. 260. 
(b) Marn Maha.la V, p. 1001: 

Bho.nti Nanak jab khel ujha.rai, tab eka.i ekan ka.ra.. 4-4. 
(c) lbid : 

Tis bin duja a.war na koii 
Adi madhi ant hai soii, 2-9, 
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proof. .This has passed into a proverb: Partakh Nun Pm·man Ki? 
"Nanak's God''., he says "is most visible ".1 "To whichever 
side I turn my eyes I perceive Him." 2 For such an obvious 
thing, how could he think of any proof. But this visibility and 
perceptibility, we must admit, was a mystic notion for him. 
After all, God is not so obvious as the sun, although for a believer 
the very sun is the proof of God's existence. The sceptic wants 
God as real as the sun, real in the sense of visible, but the 
traditional controversialist says that just as the sun does not exist 
for an owl, similarly God being as real as the sun, is not known 
to owl-like people who are mentally blind, that is, whose mental 
vision is blocked by the web of ignorance. This illustration again 
brings us to mystic field and the Guru, in fact, does refer to 
the mystic eye and the mystic vision. " The eyes that see God 
are different " 3, they are not the physical eyes with which we 
see the sun. The Gita and the Upanisadas refer to the same 
mystic vision when we read that God is not to be apprehended 
by the senses, but by the mind. In modern times, the impor
tance of the traditional proofs has greatly diminished. These 
proofs do not produce a religious conviction in the mind of a 
sceptic. We cannot reach the idea of God from pure abstrac
tions, nor can His existence be established by arguments which 
have no reference to the world of experience. At the same time 
God is a reality, which can better be experienced than proved. 
The critic has to believe in the mystic. The difficulty in the 
way of an argument is, that the concrete reality of God which 
is aimed at contains more than it is to be found in the premises 
from which it is to be inferred. 

lnspite of the fact, that the existence of God is an assump
tion and a presupposition for the Guru and that he mainly relies 
on the inward belief, we can gather from the hymns of the Granth 
what can be described as the basis of that belief and therefore 
the proofs of the existence of God. The first proof for the Guru 

1. G. G,, Asn. Mnha.111. V, p. 397 : 
Bed Knteb 8119siir habhha hun biihra, 
Nu.ne.k_kn. Putsn.h dissai zahra. 4-3-105, 

2. G. G., Prabhati Mahala I, p. 1842: 
J e.h jah dekhii tahtah soi-8-8. 

B. G. G,, WadhanR Mahala V, p. 677: 
Nan:1k se akhriii!l hee.nn, Jinhi disando Mapiri, 

i, S, B, 'E,, VIII, p, 257, XV1 p, 22, 
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is the existence of our own spiritual self. Descartes's Cogito 
Ergo Sum merges into the Vedantic lore of Ahn (Aham) Brahmn 
Asmi. But from one end to the other it is the self which 
is the source of all philosophical conceptions, whether it be the 
dualism of Descartes or the absolutism of Hegel. This self (micro
cosm) when enlarged and magnified, freed from its limitations, 
became God for the Guru. There is no difference of kind, there 
is, of course, a difference of degree. By the way it is not Leibnizian 
central monad which was the outcome of a pluralistic concept 
of reality. So that for the Guru, our own self is the proof of 
the Self. We could know God by means other than our own 
self, if He were not our own self. We can know a table and 
prove it, because it is in its present form other than the subject 
which knows it. When the self has to know its own greater 
self, no other proof is required except the idea of its own self. 
The Guru says, if he were other than the self, we could estab
lish, prove and make others understand of His existence. 1 The 
self is the conscious activity, the idea and the will. The natural 
anthropomorphic tendency leads us from our own will to a Supreme 
Will. It is not the traditional ontological proof of the existence 
of God, but it can be taken as one form of it, because the 
argument has been conceived differently by different philosophers 
like Anselm, Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Kant and Hegel. The 
idea also borders on the historical proof of God according to 
which He in the very beginning infused in man the idea of a God 
above him. But the Guru's concept is a little different. Going 
back historically, God sent a spark-rather extended a part of-from 
His own self and made it appear like a man. The spark-that 

l. (a) G. N., pp. 14-17. 
(bJ G. G., p. 294, Gnuri Sukhmo.ni .\lo.ho.lo. V: 

Tis te bhinn nn.hi ko thn.o ...... , .. -2. 
Bed Purnn smrit mahi dekh, 

Susio.r sur no.khutrn. mahi ek, 
Bar;ii Prnbh ki sabh ko bolai,-3 . 
.. , .. , .................... , ................. . 
Taki gati mitj kuhina jni, 
Dusur hoi t:L sojhi piii. XXIII. 

(c) G. G., Bilawal Muhula III, p. 797: 
A~ul kio toli1i jai, 
Duju hoi to. sojhi po.i ? 
Tiste duja nahi koi 
Tisdi ~imat kikku hoi? ,J-2, 
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part-always thinks of and runs towards the source. Hence the 
consciousness of God. 

The Guru's argument from the self to the Self, although 
pantheistic in its tone, yet it does not make the self as such and 
God identical. The difference becomes· clearer when we find the 
Guru conceiving God as a creator of the universe. He is Karta
the Creator. As soon as he thinks of God as Real, he immediately 
makes Him the Creator.1 But the ultimate source of this cos
mological proof of the existence of God is again our own self. 
Just as we create in our own sphere at a smaller scale, similarly 
we conceive that this cosmos must be some body's creation. It 
cannot be the work of any man, but at the same time man thinks 
that the world must have been created by some body like man, 
a Big Man, a Super Man-God. Whenever we find the Guru 
reflecting upon the universe he always assigns its creation to a 
creator and he being conceived in our own image is always 
thought of having some plan or purpose in view. The teleo
logical argument could not have found a simpler expression than 
the case of a baby before our own eyes. The baby has no teeth 
to chew food and God sends milk to its mother's brea~t. As 
soon as the breast gets dry, the teeth come out and the child 
begins to eat food. Such facts as these suggested to the Guru 
the existence of a designer. The sun, the moon, the stars in 
the sky are the work of an artist creator.2 

More important than these arguments is perhaps the necessity 
of the existence of God in the system of the Guru, from 
the point of view of the practical realisation of God by a Sikh 
in his own life. The Guru represents Him as perfectly Blissful, 
without fear and enmity. He is the embodiment of all con
ceivable Virtue. Such a being became a necessary postulate for 
Kant. The communion with a moral God makes the devotee moral. 
A happy God will make his believer happy, a fearless one will 
make him fearless. A man becomes like the God whom he wor
ship.3 This forms the basis of Simrin (rememberance of God) in 

1. Ju.puji-M:ul Mantra.. 
2. G. G., Gauri Kabir, p. 329. 
3. G. G., Gauri Mahala I, p. 223: 

Sat Guru sewe so jogi hoi, 
Bhai rachi rahai au uir bhnn hoi, 
,Jaisii sewai tai~a hoi. !;!-7, 
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the Guru's system. This is what may be called the Moral argu
ment for the existence of God. In Him we find the most satisfac
tory solution for our moral problems. If I want to reside in the 
feet of God, I must be God-like. He is good, I must be good, 
He is true, I must be truthful. This is how the argument goes. 
Although we now think that the origin of moral consciousness 
is the conflict of our desires in frnman society, yet a mere humani
tarian ideal cannot be adhered to so faithfully and devoutly, unless 
it gets a religious sanction, the primary source of which must 
be the ethical deity. 

II 

Names of God 

I have divided the names of God occuring in the two Granths 
under two heads : Historical and Attributive. The Guru says 
that there is no teal name of God. All names that exist in 
different languages are derivative or functional (Kirtam). The 
real name of God is only the concept of expressing His all per
vasive reality and the concrete truth of His existence. This 
concept of Absolute Truth is expressed by the word 'Satnam •. 
It is not the letters or the sound symbols which have a meaning 
near God, but it is the mental content or the heart which is a 
means of communion with God. It was this truth which did not 
make the Guru prejudiced in favour of or against any name of 
God occuring in any language. Any name that he could recall 
was used by him. He brought one more change in the use of 
these names. In Hindu literature, there arc some names which 
originally stood for gods, goddesses and other Hindu Avataras. 
I have already mentioned this change brought by the Guru in 
the use of these names. He used them all for One Supreme Being. 
Once the Muslim Emperor Jahangir asked the Guru 'What is 
the essential difference between the Hindus who worship Ram, 

Narayan, Parbrahm and Parmeshar and the Musalmans who pray 
Allah, the bounteous Lord? 1• The Guru replied in Rumkali: 

As Madho, He is Lord and life of the world, 
The Destroyer of fears ; worship Him in thy heart. 
Whether known as Rikhikesh, Gopal, Gobind, 
Or Mukand, Thou alone, 0 God, art the kind Master. 
Thou art at once Pir, Prophet and Sheikh; 

l S. R, IV, p. 16. 
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Master of hearts, Thou dispensest Justice. 
Thou art holier than the Quran and other Muhammadan books. 
Whether as Narayan, Narhar, or the Compassionate, 
Thou pervadestevery heart and art the heart's support. 
As Wasdev, Thou dwellest in every place. 
Thy sport is not understood. 
Thou art the Bestower of kindness and mercy. 
Grant us devotion and worship of Thee, 0 Creator, 
Saith Nanak, when the Guru hath removed superstition, 
Allah and Parbrahm are the same.1 4-34-45. 

Such was the attitude of the Guru towards the sectarian names 
of God. The following is the list of these Historical names. I have 
divided them into three groups : Hindu, Muhammadan and New 
i.e., the names invented by the Guru. 

Hindu: Bhagwant, Bhagwan, Bishan or Vishnu, Bishambhar: 
Brahm, Chakardhar, Chakarpan, Damodkr, Girdhari, Gobind, Gopal, 
Gopinath, Govardhandhari, Gusain, Hari, Ishar, Kesav, Krishn, Kanh, 
Madho, Madsudan, Murari, Narayan, Parbrahm, Parmeshar, Pitam
bar, Prabh, Raghurai, Ram, Sarangdhar, Sawal, Siam, and Wasdev. 

Muhammadan: Allah, Ghani, Haq, Kabir, Karim, Khaliq, Khuda, 
Malik, Nir Sharik (La Sharik), Pak, Rabb, Rahim, Rahman ul 
Rahim, Raziq and Sahib.2 

New Names: There are four kinds of names which more or 
less strike to be new, in the Sikh scriptures. 

A.-First of all are the names which are associated with the 
friendliness of God. God has so far been a father, but very rarely 
a friend. The importance of the difference lies in bringing God 
nearer and making Him more easily approachable and accessible 

to man. Such names are : Mittar, Mit, Pritam, Piara, Sajjan and 
Yar. 

B.-The Guru combined the idea of immannce and transcend
ence of God in one concept. It is difficult to combine the two senses 
in one word, because the two exclude each other. I have come 
across a word in the Granth which rather gives a new concept 
of God: Tarowar or Ped meaning 'tree ·. God is Tree, not 
like a tree but His nature is to be understood after the structure of 
a tree. The concept is an attempt to reconcile the two ideas 

1. Bamkali Mahala V, G. G., pp. 826-97. 
2. For scriptural references see Appendix. 
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of transcendence and immanence. We shall refer to this concept 
again in another section, but surely the name of God-Tarowar 
is quite new. 

C.--The Tenth Guru introduced some martial names of God, 
associated with sword or other war implements. Such names 
symbolise power or Sakti. These names are Asiketu, Asipan 
Kharagketu, Mahankal and Sarabloh. 

D.-There are some names in the Sikh scriptures which 
express the non-sectarianism of God. In spite of the fact that 
nearly all religions emphasise the universal character of God, the 
followers of one religion some how or other begin to believe 
that until and unless, the other people embrace the religion they 
follow, there is no possibility of their attaining what may be 
called salvation. This ultimately comes down to a sectarian God. 
To avoid such pitfalls, the Guru used names which mean that 
God has no label of a particular religion. He, is therefore, religion
less : Adharm and Amazahb. 

The death blow to the sectarian concept of God comes when 
the Guru denies all names to Him. The superstition or the 
narrow-mindedness that certain names are the only names of God 
was removed by the Guru by saying that He is nameless : Anam. 

Wahiguru is a special name used by the Sikhs with some 
peculiar attachment. Just as Allah is for the Muhammadans, 
Ishwar or Ram for the Hindus and J ahweh for the Jews, similarly 
Wahiguru is taken to be for the Sikhs. With the birth of the 
Khalsa this name has become as sectarian as Allah or Ram. 
The Guru never meant this. As far as I have followed the 
Name-philosophy of the Guru, which I propose to discuss later, 
Wahiguru is not so much a name of God as the expression of 
the entire feeling of satisfaction which man gets from an aesthetic 
experience of nature and the world which is the wonderful 
workmanship of the Wonderful Lord. What I mean to say is 
that when an E.i1glish man enters into that mental state of aesthetic 
appreciation of God's workings, he will not say Wahiguru, but 
in that state of Wismad-of wonder and ecstacy, his lips will 
move as if automatically to say something like Wonderful Lord. 
That is, it was not the word Wahiguru which the Guru wanted 
his followers to utter, rather it was a suggestion to have that 
emotional satisfaction which a man feels in such an aesthetic-
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communion with God through His manifestation. Aesthetic had 
never before formed an integral part of a religion and the term 
Wahiguru is as new as the idea itself. 



CHAPTER IX 
ATTRIBUTIVE NAMES 

I 

MOST of the names used in ordinary language for God express His 
attributes. The historical names mentioned above are also 

of similar nature. In what follows we shall again have to deal 
with them in analysing the Guru's notion of the Deity. In the 
Japu ji the Guru says that the attributive names of God are 
countless. Ever since God created the world, millions of people 
have tried to describe His attributes, but he says, there is no 
end to them. If all the seven oceans were to be turned into 
ink and the vegetable kingdom could be mended into pens and 
the whole earth into paper, even then all the attributes of God 
would not be exhausted by writing. These are poetical expressions. 
The idea underlying is, that the very fact that man is man, goes 
against his entire comprehension of the Divine attributes. Man 
sees God through his owh nature and he cannot transcend his 
being to exhaust the knowledge of the Supreme Being.1 

The attributes of God given in the Sikh scriptures will help 
us in· understanding the Guru•~ concept of God. There are 
different w:iys of classifying the Divine attributes. There was an 
interesting controversy among the Muhammadan theologians about 
these attributes of God. The Being of God is the essence: Zat. 
The Becoming is the manifestation of the attributes-Sift. Imam 
Ghizali ignored Zat and believed in Sift. A separate school of 
Mutazilites led by Wasl-ibn-ul Ata ignored Sift and believed in 
Zat. As I have already said, the Guru holds that the pure 
Being or Zat is Anam or Nirgun: Nameless or Attributeless. But 
the same Being out of its own will Becomes. Man is a part 
of this Becoming, therefore his names about God are the names 
about the Becoming aspect of God. Muslim theologians divide 
these attributes µnder seven heads of Life, Knowledge, Power, 
Will, Hearing, Seeing, and Speech (Hayah, Ilm, Qudrat, Irada, 
Sama, Basar and Kalam). This scheme is more anthropomorphic. 
I have accepted with some modification the plan of classification 
given by some writers of the Philosophy of religion. It will 
be found that there is no hard and fast line between the various 

J. Cf. Sch hiller's foeu, on 'Human Krwwlccl~e' trnnsJ11,tecJ L,Y E, A. Bouring. 
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heads of classification. There will be attributes which can fall 
under more than one head ; and there will also be an overlapping 
in some cases. The classification is not very rigid, only a working 
plan has been adopted. Our purpose is to get a clear concept 
of God as revealed by the various attributes found in. the Sikh 
scriptures. The following may be treated as a table of contents 
of the treatment of the Sikh attributes of God : 

!.-Names indicating the Unity or the Plurality of God: 

One or Many. 
IL-Attributes of God determined by the nature of relation 

in which He stands to the world of human experience. Relational 

Attributes. 
(a) Creation ; 
(b) Having brought the world intb existence, does God 

remain outside it or in it, or both ways? 
(i) Transcendent, (ii) Immanent, (iii) or Both-Tran

scendent as well as Immanent. 
III.-Metaphysical attributes : 

A.-Names implying agnosticism; 
B.-Humanly known : (i) By Reason or by Intuition ; 

(ii) Existent ; 
(iii) Personal attributes : 

(a) Has He any Form? 
(b) Is He conscious? 
(c) Is His personality material ? 
(d) Temporal ? 
(e) Spacial ?-Omnipresence. 

(iv) Omnipotel}t: 
(v) Omniscient : 

IV.-Ethical. V.-Aesthetic. VI.-Political and Martial. 
II 

One or Many 
Two different theories have been proposed to explain the 

source of belief in God : (a) from Nature to God, (b) from 
ancestors to God. Writers of Indian philosophy trace the origin 
of belief in God in Nature worship. ' The moon and the stars, 
the sea and the sky, the dawn and the night-fall were regarded 
as divine. This worship of nature as such is the earliest form 
of Vedic religion '.1 The natural phenomena become gods and 
polytheism results. Supporters of the ancestor-worship theory and 

1. J. P. i, p. 78. 
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workers in the field of anthropology deny this. • Among modern 
scholars the view has been prevalent, that the striking objects 
and forces of nature furnished the earliest impulse towards the 
belief in gods and much labour has been expended on the endeavour 
to trace the higher personalities of the most advanced religions 
back to some elemental perception of sun, moon, dawn, and wind. 
Much of this labour had been wasted, and the assumption which 
dictated it is probably false. There is the equally primitive belief 
in the superhuman being of old time, the founder and teacher 
of the culture and rites of the tribe, who then departed to the 
skies and from whom might emerge the concept of a higher 
personal god of no direct association with nature or the elements.• 1 

This also must have led to polytheism. Different tribes had 
different powerful ancestors and they were deified. 

Whatever the origin, the earliest concept of God was poly
theistic. Just as one force of nature seems stronger than the 
other, the sun is more powerful than the moon or the star, or 
on the other side, one tribal head is stronger than the other, 
similarly the idea must have been transferred to the earlier gods. 
The stronger god was made to dominate the weaker ones. The 
result was the next stage in the theistic development, known as 
henothesim. From here man's mind was on a direct roa<l to 
monotheism. Only one god came to be recognised. At this stage 
the other gods were either tolerated as manifestations of the same 
god or their reality was absolutely denied. 

Both Aryan and Semitic mind passed through this process 
to reach the unity of God. In India it remained confused and 
less pronounced. It was due perhaps to the extremely tolerant 
spirit of the Hindus. In the West, the most ancient monotheis
tic tendency is visible at Tel-el-Amarna near Thebes in Egypt, 
in the worship of Aton-the only sun God. This was solar mono

theism established by Amenhotep IV or otherwise known as Ikhnato, 
who lived in the 13th century B. C. The most pronounced mono
theism was that of the Aryan prophet Zarathustra in Persia. 
The Chinese wo1·ship of Heaven-Tien is also monotheistic, but 
the true monotheism is that of the Jews in Jahweh. This was 
taken up by Christ and Muhammad. • Finally we may observe 
certain reforms,' in India, · Such as the Sikh religion '.2 Just as 
in the origin of the theistic concept, so also here at the end, 
-------------------· 
1, A, 0. G., p. 108. 
2, A, 0, G,, P• 91, 
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we have again divergence of views about the latest concept of 
God in religion. According to the Indian thinkers monism or 
Advaitism is the highest concept of God. The one Supreme Being 
of monotheism becomes the Absolute. Athropologists again differ. 
According to them magic an<l animism are the primitive forms 
of spiritualism. Magic is a belief in the materialistic forces and 

animism is a belief in the spiritual elements. Life is attributed 
to inanimate objects and natural phenomena. Dreams and death 
led to the belief in the separability of souls which could enter 
into all kinds of objects. Transmigration of souls may be traced 
back to this belief. In a refined and philosophical form the soul 
element was universalised and a single soul was thought to pervade 
every where. The mortality of all that is visible led to the im
~ortality of that which was invisible. There came to be one 
immortal soul and all that is visible being illusory. The same 
tendency can lead to pantheism, all differences bein~ only super
ficial. 

But, Polytheism, Henotheism, Monotheism, Monism and Panthe
ism, apart from being the choronological stages in the religious 
ideology of man, also represent the successive phases of the mental 

development of an individual as far as the development of his concept 
of God is concerned. Moreover men of different levels of in
telligence need different concepts of God. The Guru had to deal 
with all kinds of people having various kinds of beliefs. Thus 
we expect from the Granthic hymns references to all the con
cepts of the deity, except the polytheistic one. The problem of 
religion for the Guru was to realise the single reality under
lying the worldly phenomena. For this all of ~s are not equipped 
in the same way. The guidance of the Guru was considered to 
be necessary, because the disciple was to be guided according to 
his mental level. 

The family government is the immediate analogy for a child 
or a primitive man, to comprehend the system of the divine 
government. Father rs the head of all. Under his directions 
different members have to perform different duties. A child or 
an uneducated villager can easily understand that there are different 
gods for different natural functions, and that all of them work 
under one Supreme Being. This is the henotheistic concept of 
God met with in the Sikh Granth. Brahma, Visnu, and Siva, 
the t:hree potentialities of creation, growth, and decay are deified 
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and subordinated to one God.1 In some passages Indra is entrusted 
with rain. 2 Vedic god Rudra is also mentioned. This is the 
simplest concept of God. In the earliest phase of his develop
ment, the devotee cannot easily grasp the abstract idea of a 
universal all-pervasive reality. Hence the idea of some divine 

agencies. 
The next stage comes when the importance of these gods 

is nullified and they are reduced to a mere human level. No 
Jifference is made between ordinary creatures and these deities. 
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva are mortal beings. The disciple has 
reached a stage when he can transcend the idea of the family 
government, and can think of God as the only powerful being. 
The existence of these gods and deities is not yet denied but 
they are entirely mortalised and humanised.3 The next transition is 
to what may be called pure mo:1otheism, denying the existences of 
all gods, goddesses, and Avataras except One. He is the sole God, 
Ik, or Ek, or Ik Oan Kar. Om was the symbol of God in the Hindu 
scriptures. It is sometimes spelled as Oam (Aum)-the three 
letters standing'for Brahma, Visnu and Siva. The word also means 
Brahmn. The Guru · in order to express his ' stern ' 4 monotheism 

changed the constructions of the word. He prefixed the figure 
I and suffixed Kar to the same old word : Om. The latter means 
• only ' 5• Figure I 6 expresses the unity. Thus the idea of unity 
and solity is combined in the above expression. The Granth begins 
with this Ik Oan Kar-The only one God. 

1. G. G., p. 6, Jap11ji, St;rnz11. XXX; 'l'he Tenth G11rn in the chnupni-Kal pai 
Brahm1i ...... ; 

2. G. G., ,var M,Llar, µ. 128.), M,drnla III. 
3. The textual referonces havfl befn ~iven in Purt II under the Gnni's 

attitude towards Hindu mythology. 
4. E. B. 
6. G. G. K., p. 105. 

6. 'l'he unity of God expressed in the numerical figure anJ not in verbal 
iorm is nniqne with the Grnnth. This first and the primul number onEI 
reminds mu of the number theory of Psthugoreans. ' lt was not, how
ever, in lhe general relalions of constructions in sp11.ce only that tho 
Pythngo, eans foun(! numbers to he the determining principles ; the 
eame was found to be_ true :ilso in such phenomena of the c~rpo~eal 
world n~ they w~re chiefly engaged w1tb. 'rheir theoretical invest1g11.t10ns 
conctJr)1111g mus~c taught thew that l,nnnony was bnsecl upon sunpla 
uu1~ericnl relations of the length of strings (octave, third, fo~irth) i and 
their knowledge of ustronomv which was fur advanced, lee. them to 
the _view, thnt the harmony p1:~vailing in the motions in the he11.venly 
bodies h11.cl, h~e the harn~ony in mnsii:, its groun1 in an order, m 1tccord-
1L11ce w,th winch, the various spheres of the u111verse moved about n 
common centre at intervals fixed by numbers. Suggestions so vnr1ou~ as 
these mentioned, seerned 'to h,we united to evoke i_n a n~an hke 
Philolous the thought, that the permanent-Being which Ph1loeophy 
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The religious philosophy of God in Sikhism culminates in 
monotheism. But the mind which along with the mystic develop
ment has also been acquiring an insight into the nature of ultimate 
reality does not remain content with a transcendent God away 
from his own self. Faith passes into reflection, mystic emotion 
of love with ' the other' changes into speculative identification 
·of self with the Self, and of worshipper with the Worshipped. 
God and soul become one. The individuality merges into univer
sality. The result is the Absolute of Philosophy. It is not arrived 
at through intellectual argumentation ; it is rather the emotional 
state of mind grounded in reason, but by the feeling of unity 
in diversity and diversity in unity. Here comes the manyness 
of God in Sikhism. 

Same God is one and many. This ' many ' aspect of God 
is not the primitive polytheism. Whether God be the subject 
of many or the predicate of it, the copula and god must remain 
singular. The Primal Being when takes the form of Becoming, 
He in so doing, becomes many. But for the true eye even the 
many is one. When many, He is known as Anek. 1 He is One

Ek, becomes Many-Anek, and again becomes One-Phir Ek.2 

The idea is made clear by an illustration borrowed from 
mathematical numbers. Without attributes God is Nirgun-Quality
less. In that state He is not knowable. Let us take Him as 
zero (a point) in the Nirgun form. When the zero expands, it 

1. G. G., G,u1ri Sukhmani M1Ll11Lia V, p. 279, XII AshtpRdi: 
Bujhai dekhe.i kllrai bibek 
Apa hi Ek llpRhi Anek ........ G. 

2. D. G. jap, p. 3, 43rd. verse. ____ _:___:_:___:_ _ __: _____________________ , 
Continued from p. 133. 

was sr.eking was to be found in r.umbers. In contrast with the chnn!{
ing things of 1<xperience n1Rtheme.t1co.l conceptions possess ns regards 
their cont~nt the marks of validity not subject to time-they aro 
eternal, w1th_out beginninl!, imperishable m:changenble and even im
moveable (~•story of Phil. by Windleban~I p. 46). These qualities the 
Guru found m number one alone. He did not believA in numbers bnt in 
one . number. ~y doing so he seems to have avoided the pitfall of 
d!1ahsm to which tl~e Pythagorean theory of numbers fell, They 
discovered some. anuthes1s hetween limit, cl and unlimited, good and 
barl, _per!ect and 11nperfect They said that just ns there is nntithesis 
_bet\\ een ~dd numbers and even numbere, similarly there is antithesis 
m th~ umverse. Tiu,, Gnru thonght thnt this antithesis was to nse 
_Kanttan tebrm pl

1
1~nhoi:nenal, not noumenal and thPTeforo not i-eal. There 

1s no num H" w 11c 1s not F · f · 3 · t· S •t oue. our 1s one onrt1mes and 1s one-three 
trodes. t O di was1 all Of!e and nothing but one. Later 011 Aristotle rightly 

un ers 00 an,_ c0 !191 stently explained and removed this defect of 
Pythag-ore~ns m hi~ ¥ete.phJ•sic::1. He snid that the antithesis of ocld 
and even did not exist m number one Th h G 
Hfely put nui;ober one as the symbol ~f Go:{a t e uru seems to have 
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comes to be known, and becomes one. Now the same transcen
dent spirit, which was unknowable before it became one, pervades 
immanently in one and all subsequent figures. One becomes tens, 
then hundreds, thousands, millions, and so on. When the process 
regresses, that is the expanded one contracts-Qualityfol is on its 
way to becoming Qualityless-zeros go on dropping until we reach 
one and from there we reach the same unknowable qualityless zero.1 

This illustrates how God is millions and billions. He is many 
and also one.2 Define the one God as one, Nanak, and the one 
God as manifold.3 Thus the Guru tried to solve this problem 
of one and many and thus I think every idealist mystic school 
has tried to solve it. On temperamental differences many people 
consider themselves to be so real that they are unwilling te be 
swallowed up by such an absolutely one being ; and there are 

others too who find great satisfaction in such an enlargement of 
their self. Infact, " The pendulam of human thought swings con
tinually between the two extr~mes of Individualism (or Pluralism) 
leading to Atheism and Universalism ( or Absolutism) leading to 
Pantheism or Acosmism ".4 

1. G. G., R1unkn.li Mahnln I, Dakhi:ii Oankar, p. 930: 
0nm akhkhn.r suno bichiir, 
0nm akhkhn.r ti 1: l>hawn su. 
(0 is the best letter in t"he tlueo worlds). er After nil, WO ll.llcl all ou;- Rpecul11liou belong to the world of so 
cnllod 'spurious existence' ; 1Ln1I 11s to tho Onl', so tram1c_edcntally 
different from n.11 thllt we know-nono of our concepts are applicable to 
it. It is Nicht in contrast to Icht as Eckhart qunintly says. We ascend 
to it, ns the 'negntivl' thoolology' of the scholastic ~uysticism taught, by 
dropping one nfter anothe1· over,r determinate pred1cnte, so that ~ve end 
by saying with Proclus that the One or God is above substanct, life 1md 
intelligence and cnnnot 0\'en be cnlled One except figuratively ... ... ... 
in it all difference begins and ends." ,J. Ward, the Rea.Im of Ends, p. 36. 

2. G. G., Rag 8ul1i Mnllnla V, p. 736: 
Bajigar jaise biiji piii, 
Nanaha rup bhekh dikhlai. 
Sang utnrio thnmio piisara 
T11l1 eko eknnkarn-1. 

Rahns ghnta mn.h ! ek akas 
Ghat phulo !e Oh1 pragiis, 4-1. 

3. G. G, Gauri Bawnn Akhkhari, Mahala, V, p. 250. 
Niro.nkar iikar opi Nirgun S11.rg11n ek 
Eke.hi e1~ bakhnnno Nanak ek Anek. Siok JI or S. R, III, p. 169 a. 

4. Pringle Pattison quoted by J. Ward, The Realm o Ends p. 46, 



CHAPTER X 
RELATIONAL ATTRIBUTES 

A.-Creation 
I 

FIRST of all we have those names of God which express the 
part played by Him in the formation of the world. In the 

Mul Mantra, after expressing the unity and the reality of God, 
the Guru says that He is Karta-the Creator. The concept of 
God as creator is not so much pronounced in the Vedic poly:
theism. Various gods are made responsible for various functions. 
Brahma becomes the creator at a later stage, but he is not the 
supreme one. The Guru's God is creator in the same sense in 
which Jewish Jahweh and Muhammad's Allah are the creators 
of the universe. The concept of this creator God is associated 
with man-a moral and spiritual personality. Zoroaster's Ahurmuzda 
is also similarly conceiv(::d. The creative function in Greek and 
Indian mythologies is more naturalistic than theistic. In those 
passages of the Granth where the potential existence of Brahma, 
Vishnu and Siva is referred to, these deities have also been des
cribed as being the creation of Karta-the High God, not that 
these gods are in any sense partners of God in the work of 
creation. The other names of God as creator used by the Guru 
are: Kartar, Siranda, Usaranwala, Khaliq and Bharanhar. 

II 
The concept of a creator God leads us further to know whether 

the Guru thinks of God as a creator of the world in the same 
sense m which a carpenter is the creator of a table. The material 
cause of the table is independent of the carpenter. This led 
Aristotle to assume that God was the mover of the universe. 
He was all-cause, first and final, efficient and formal, but not 
material. In India too, we have the Sankhya system and other schools 
of similar thought, which hold that God is only an efficient cause. 
Purkh needs Prakriti-matter for the creation of the world. The 
Guru makes God the sole cause, the cause of causes. There is 
no fundamental cause outside Him, and hence He 1s named 
Karn-Karan. 

III 
This concept combined with God as creator come:; to some 
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thing like creation out of nothing. That is not the sense which 
the Guru seems to have in mind. Although the Hukm or the 
Will or the Word of God is mentioned in the Quranic or the 
Biblical sense, but the idea here is more monistic. He ' wills ' 
to be known and expands. The word of God as Karta is merely 
His Will like that of a creative genius. It is mere will and not 
an audible sound. Just as God is Nirgun-Qualityless, in His 
pure form, similarly the word is an unknowable will in that state. 
The Will •wills', and the world is formed, God becomes quality
ful. In the process the unknowable will has also become 
qualityful. It has become a word-an audible sound, Sabad. From 
this point of view God is named Hukmi 1-one from whom the 
Word issues forth. "He hath no form or colour, or outline; 
He becometh manifest by the true Word." 2 

IV 
Thus God is creator, the sole cause manifesting through Will 

and manifested as Word in a subtle form and as World in a 
gross form. But the divine Being has been given some other 
attributes with relation to the world. He is Mui, the root-"he 
ground of the whole universe. He is Tek, the support of the 
world. He is Asra and Adhar in the same sense. Thus God 
is made the Ratio Essendi of the world. If God ceases to be, 
the world automatically ceases to exist. Here too we are hovering 
round the same concept of the world being the manifestation 
of God. God is not the support or the ground of the world as 
the columns are for a roof or the legs are for the surface of 
a table. So that if the support is withdrawn, the thing supported 
will remain, although in a different form. Not so with God and 
the world. Let me take the help of a crude illustration. There 
are seen some toy-birds. If we press the body of the bird, a 
long tongue-like projection comes out of the mouth of the toy. 
Stop pressing the tongue will disappear in the mouth. It is like 
the protruding and withdrawing of the legs and head of a tortoise. 
God seems to be ground of the world in that sense. There is no 
external agency for the pressure, but God Himself is self-caused 
activity-volition. The inner urge sends forth the word and its 
withdraw! takes it back again. 

This is not the only sense in which God is mentioned to 

1. Hukm does not mean an order or com~and. ~n psychological tern~s it is 
the conative tendency of the consc10us-cl11t Brahmn. Huknu 1s the 
su1weme conscious agency itself, 

2. s. R., i, p. 380, 



138 

be the ground or the support of the world. He is also named 
Dharnidhar. Dhurandhar, Saringpani, and Basundhar. There is some 
sense of weight-lifting in these concepts. In the Hindu mythology a 
bull or tortoise was supposed to support the earth. The Guru in 
the Japu ji says that the bull is the Dharma-the Law. God holds 
the earth and other spheres in the form of or by means of the Laws. 
The laws are not separate from Him. He Himself is those laws. 
They are the different forms of His will. 

V 
Quite a new attribute is assigned to God, when the Guru 

speaks of Him as Tarowar or Ped-Tree. This is both a meta
physical and a mystic concept. The tree ia every morning fresh. 
It is new every time and therefore with its every day new blossoms 
and flowers attracts the lover of the beauty · of nature with a 
fresh vigour and fondness. ' A thing of beauty ', said Keats, ' is 
a joy for ever·! Like a tree, God is always fresh, beautiful and 
new. The psychological law of ' affection being blunted by re
petition' does not hold good, if the beloved is always ready to 
receive its lover every time with new and fresh appearance. This 
is the mystic sense of the concept of Tarowar. God as tree 
is Nit Nawan-always new, Nawtan-of fresh and youthful appear
ance and body. Perhaps in the same sense, the Egyptians talked 
of 'the youthful fresh god ' 1

• It is on account of this freshness 
that there is always Chao-fondness in the heart of a devotee : 
SAT SUHAN SADA MAN CHAO. 

There is an analogy of a tree in the Gita 2 which was 
borrowed from the Katha Upanishd, in order to explain the relation 
between God and the universe. The Guru's concept of God as 
Tree is quite different. It is of course a metaphor to express 
the ever newness and freshness of the world and so of God. 
God can be new if He is always growing. The changes in a 
tree are quite marked. Every morning and every season it is 
quite different. Does it mean that God or the world is an evolu
tionary process? No. Evolution is a determined sequence in the 
1. E. R E. 
2. ;, This is called tho eternal Asvatthn. troe with its roots high np ancl 

branches _downwardi,, the len.ves of which are the Vedas nncl he who 
knowR this. knows. the Vedas. I~~ brRnchoq spread high end low, its 
leaves or sen~e ob,1_ects n.re nonr1shed hv the gunas, its roots spread 
~lownwarJs he~ with knots_ of K'.lri_na, the human world. In this world 
its true netur~ is not _perceived, 1t_ 1s th.i heginning and it is the end and 
th~ n11.ture of its !rnhs1stence remains unknown • it, is only by cutting 
tlwi frrmlv rooted Asvattha tree with th_e strong axe of unattachment 
that on~

1
lrns to see_k that.state fro!11 v.h1ch when once achieved no one 

returns. Quoted rn Indian Idealism by Das Gupta, pn~e 56. 
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events of nature. That does not carry with it the idea of ever 
new. May it not be emergent evolution? A qualified yes. In 
fact, it is some thing like the universal change of Bergson. Dr. 
C. Lloyd Morgan illustrates the idea of Emergent Evolution by 
an example of carbon and sulphur. The two combine. The 
weight can be predicted. The sum of the weight of the com
ponents is the Resultant. But the new properties of the mixture 
are the constitutive emergents. A similar example was used by 
the Indian materialists-the Charvakis, to explain away the entity 
of the soul by an illustration of the mixture of lime and turmeric. 
This interpretation does not prove consistent with another attri
bute of God, according to which He is Changeless, Nihchal and 
Ikras. I combine the Guru's two concepts in this way: God as 
one unique and permanent reality remains the same. Its mani
festation grows like a tree, changes and is, therefore, new. This 
change, this newness and growth are for man and not for God. 
Change and new are possible in time. God is Akal-Timeless, 
and, therefore, ever the same. For human beings there is change, 
growth and freshness. The two aspects may be called the pheno
menal and the noumenal. This means the relativity of reality 
as far as the human concept is concerned. For us it 1s 
like a tree, emergent and therefore new. To make it more 
clear Mr. Morgan has used a diagram, in which are given' vast 
multitude of individual pyramids-atom pyramids near the base, 
molecules a little higher up, yet higher ' things ' (e.g., crystals) 
higher still plants (in which mind is not yet emergent), then 
animals (with consciousness) and near the top our human selves'. 
Divine activity is to be conceived as omnipresent and manifested 
in every one of the multitudinous entities within the pyramid. 
God, if any, is in all, without distinction of entities.1 

The start in this theory is with atoms, but late Sir E. Rutherford 
(Lord) and Niels Bohs have gone still lower to electrons and 
protons. However, down we may go, the divine activity in this 
kind of evolution will remain simply directive. The dualism of 
the efficient and the material is not consistent with the Guru's 
concept of God as derived from the idea of a tree. However, 
material in appearance, the ultimate source of the world is Mind
God. The modern physicists have also begun to say that • the 
stuff of the world is the mind stuff '.2 God as pure Being is 

1. Of. pp. 11-18 . 
2. The Nat.iwe of lhe Physical. World by Sir, A. Erhngton. 
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ever the same, and as Becoming is ever new. The idea is monisti
cally idealistic and pantheistic. 

Thou art the tree, Thy branch hath blossomed ; 
From being small Thou hast become great. 
God is in the beginning, the middle and the end, and none 

besides is seen. 
0 Bestower of comfort, Thou possessest no attributes and 

yet Thou possessest all. 
Thou dwellest at ease ; Thou art the Enjoyer, Thou art 

saturated with love. 
Thou knowest Thine own affairs ; it is Thou who re~em-

berest Thyself. 
Thou art God and again Thou art Thine own worshipper ; 
Thou art concealed 0, God, and again manifest. 
Thy slave Nanak ever singeth Thy praises, look on him with a 

little kindness. 
This is how God is all in all, worshipper and worshipped, and 
yet the worshipper prays and expects kindness from Him. To 
explain this apparent contradiction we have again to take recourse 
to the different levels of the mental developn~ent of the devotee. 
God is the same, but the concepts of a simple minded beginner, 
of a passionate devotee, and of a really enlightened philosopher 
for practical realisation are different. It is probably in this sense 
that we can explain the double currents of the Guru's thought in one 
and the same passage. We can also say that the Guru, and this 
perhaps is more correct, in such cases speaks from different points 
of view: God of philosophy-qualityless supreme reality, and 
God of religion or the qualityful manifestation of that reality. 
Or else, we may speak of the Granth in the same words, which 
Professor Das Gupta uses for the Gita, that it does not know 
that Pantheism, Deism, and Theism cannot be jumbled up into 
one as a consistent philosophic creed, and it does not attempt 
to answer any objections that may be made against a combination 
of such opposite views. The answer to all objections of apparently 
contradictory concepts of God is that in religious experience all 
differences merge in the melting whole of the superpersonality 
of God. It is not strict philosophy, but emotional idealism of 
religion. 

In the process 
creator God and 

process is that of 

of the world formation we started with a~ 
ended with God as creation. · But the next 
providing for the maintenance of the world. 
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From pantheistic we have again to come down to the theistic 
level-to a fatherly God. The world needs a Visnu. Just as a 
father is responsible for giving food to his children, similarly 
God-father-must give meat to a lion, grass to a cow, and bread 
to a man. He is, therefore, Gopal, Gobind, Pratpalgh, Pratpalak
Nourisher of the earth, sustainer of it, and one who brings it 

up just as a father does his son. 
A sustainer God will give us our daily provisions, will keep 

us living, but the Guru's God is also an Artist. Life is not mere 
existence and man is not content with bread and butter. He 
seeks pleasure in the form of his emotional satisfaction through 
art. Five elements are too gross to give birth to such a refined 
element in human nature as the love for art. It must be traced 
back to 'the original source of beauty '-God. He is an artist, 
a decorator and a beautifier-Swaranhar. Not chaos and disorder, 
but system, arrangement and orderliness are the characteristics 
of divine teleology. Thus God does not merely create, He also 
decorates. Does it mean that there is nothing ugly? And if 
there is ugliness, is it the work of something other than God ? 
The answer depends on the eye which sees. For a lover every 
work of the beloved is splendid, and for a destructive cnt1c 
there is no scope for appreciation. The diseased and the jaundiced 
eye cannot see the true reality. But in a monistic system, where
from should the disease and jaundice come ? That is the crux 
of monistic idealism. The Guru has no answer to give, except 
that it is the will of God. 

Man does not always live. lnspite of the nourishment which 
he receives from his kind Father, his body must come to an end. 
That is the will of the Artist God. The old must give place 
to the new. Therefore, God creates, sustains, and when thinks 
it necessary, he calls back. He is, therefore, Saddanhara-one 
who calls back. All this happens under His Dharma-Laws, and 
therefore ultimate responsibility of construction and destruction 
lies with Him. He is thus Destroyer and Un-doer-Dharanwala 
or Bharanhar and Haranhar. He erects this earthly temple of 
the world and our body and then Himself pulls it down.1 In 

1. G. G., p. 414, Asa Mahala I ; 
(a) Dhahi usare hukmi smawlli, 

Hukmai warto.i jo tis bhawa. 8-6. 
(b) P. 1034, Marn Mahala I ; 

Atalu adolu atolu Murare, 
Khin ma.hi dhahe pher usare. 16-2-14, 
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the flash of an eye He creates and destroys.1 In a moment He 
establisheth and disestablisheth ; and there is none but-Him.2 

The Quran says that God is living. He is Al-Hayy. Similarly 
the Bible, 'Hereby ye shall know, that the living God is among 
you '.3 

In a cosmic sense, the Guru speaks of Him as all filling world
soul. He is Jagjiwan-the life of the universe. When the Guru 
cast his eyes on many, he found that the bestower of life to all 
was God. He is Prandata-the giver of vital breath. He is the 
sole lord of it-Pranpati. 

Workings of God sometimes baffle man's intellect. On some 
occassions we fail to see the purpose in some of the events which 
Nature causes to happen. If there is teleology, there must be 
some purpose in every manifestation. Some people, on account 
of their failure to see such a purpose, become atheists, others 
submit to the will of God and ascribe every thing to His pleasure. 
It becomes His sport or Lila, just a play. Why does a child make 
a toy of clay and then unmakes it? His teleology in such an 
act is his pleasure. In moments of our helplessness we also imagine 
God to be playing magical tricks. He becomes a Juggler. ' There 
is only one highest Lord ever unchanging, whose substance is 
cognition, and who by means of Nescience, manifests himself in 
various ways, just as a thaumatrug appears in different shapes 
by means of magical power! 4 This is how the Vedanta Sutra 
teaches us, and further that ' the creation of this world is mere 
play to Him '.5 The Guru also expresses the same idea of God's 
play in his writings. ' The King, the Supreme God made the 
play of the world to behold it ', ' God began to play by making 
the four ages his chaupar board. He made men and lower 
animals His dice and began to throw them Himself. ' 6 Express
ions like these led Dr. Trumpp to say that, " No teleological 
principle whatever is assigned for the production and destruction 
of the created beings. The world is, therefore, infact nothing but 
a play or sport of the Absolute Being, which is expanding or 
contracting itself, as it pleases ".7 We cannot stress this point 

1. G. G., p. 284, Ganri Sukhmani Mahn.la V: 
Haran bharan jakii netar phor. 8-16. 

2. S. R., III, p h71. 
3. Joshua, 3-10, also Deni. 5-26 . 

. 4. S. B. E 34, p. 190. 
5. Ibid 857. 
6. S. R., i, p. 6, 7. 
7. A. G., P. C. 
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as the interpretation is not consistent with other attributes of 
God as defined by the Guru. Any how this feature of play 
in God's workings led the Guru to call Him a Player-a Bazigar, 
a fine sportsman. He is not jealous, nor He is selfish, does not 
stop giving us bread, even when He finds us behaving like atheists. 
We fall and He guides. That is His true sportsman-like spirit. 

So much about the attributes of God determined by the part 
that He plays in the formation of the world. To sum up : we 
began with God as creator, imagined after our own fashion, with 
the difference that we depend on the material which is outside 
us and God is the absolute cause of everything that He forms. 
It is a most common-place idea. The Guru shares this concept of 
God with the Avesta, the Bible and the Quran. The idea of 
God as ground or casuality was not overlooked by the Guru. 
This seems to have led him to a finer attribute of God as Tarowar
tree-ever growing and new. The idea could not be identified 
with evolution or emergent evolution. These being more mate
rialistic and mechanical at the base, whereas for the Guru even 
matter is mind and ultimately it is the same one great Mind
God. Having created the world He not only maintains it, but 
also makes it orderly and beautiful and whenever He pleases, 
He disestablishes a part or whole of it. He is life, source of 
life, and the lord of it. But inspite of our attempts of under
standing Him and His attributes, His workings baffle the human 
intellect at every step. They look like tricks of a juggler. He 
plays with the world and pleases Himself. But He is a true 
sportsman and, therefore, Bazigar. 

B.-Transcendent or Immanent ? 1 

Our next question now is, that having created the world, 
docs God remain out of it or in it. In other words, is He 
transcendent or immanent? The question has agitated all thinkers 
of every age. Our purpose is not to solve the problem (suppos
ing that it could ever be solved in some way) but to investigate 
how the Guru tackled this difficult question of the transcendence 
and the immanence of God. More definitely we are concerned 
with the attributive names of God used by the Guru expressing 
these two concepts. 

The cosmic-minded Hindu took God to be immanent. The 
most exalted Allah of the Muslim must remain very high, there
fore, transcendent. How can He be immanent in a vicious person 

1. I attach clict,ionary meani~g to_ tr~nscenrlent: out of, beyond, too high; 
and to immanent: pervasive, m, mherent. 
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and how can He remain transcendent of a holy and virtuous 
being ? Such problems as these led to a reconciliation of the 
two extremes. We naturally expect from a later thinker a com
bination of the two concepts. The Guru in his own way tried 
to bring this ,;.bout. God is immanent both for the theist and 
the pantheist. The theist's conception of immanence primarily 
means that, God creates the world by the utterance of His 
word and under His will He sustains it. Thus God's will cons
tantly pervades the working of the universe. As God, He 
remains outside the world and as Will, He is in it. This is 
how Islam and Christianity speak of the immanence of God. 
But in the Guru's system, we find the idea of immanence some
what in a pantheistic sense. As we have already seen, the same 
God when becomes qualityful, we call it the world. The idea 
is not entirely pantheistic. The qualityful world does not exhaust 
the qualityless God. A part of God remains outside and beyond. 
Just as all things are in space and space is in every thing, and yet 
space is more than the objects that occupy it ; similarly God 
transcends this objective world, the world of our senses and 
also pervades in it. The world is only a part of God. It does 
not exhaust the whole of God. 

Transcendent 

As transcendent, God is named Nirgun, qualityless, not affected 
by the appearance or disappearance of the world. He is Pratma, 
the soul beyond, the original soul. It is only in the transcendental 
sense that a devotee can worship and pray to God. If He were 
one, then whom to pray and why to pray? It is only in the 
transcendental sense that the Guru addresses God as Tun-Thou. Al
though all light is His light, yet He is Parmjot-the supreme light, 
the light beyond. 

Transcendence has also been expressed in the terms of special 
distance. He is High and Above. Thus God is Dur-very far. 
He is Aprangpar-farther and farther. The Chinese called Him: 
Tien-Heaven. The Guru also sometimes calls Him Akas-Heaven 
and also Baikunth Ke Wasi-Resident of Heaven. Parmaranth is 
another name having the same meaning. Like the Chinese Shang, 
He is Ucha Ucha-Highest than high. Such names were used 
by the Guru to express the superiority and loftiness of God, 
whereas the Chinese called Him, Heaven or Above, because they 
thought like the Jews that it was not lawful to use the real 
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name of God 'Shang Ti' lightly. Therefore, they named Him 
after His residence. Just as the word court stands for the 
Emperor, similarly tpe word Heaven stands for God. The supe
riority of God and His being above man is also expressed by 
names like: Malik or Sahib-Master or Lord, Jagannath-the Lord 
of the universe, Narpati-the Lord of man. Narahnarind, Jagdis 
and Tirbhawandhani fall under the same category. These names 
primarily have reference to the social order and the governmental 
systems, but at the same time they also express the loftiness of God. 

Further, God is transcendent in the form of the authority 
proceeding from the Will which is responsible for the world 
of actuality, but that Will cannot be argued about.1 A. N. 
Whithead in his 'Religion in the Making' puts a similar idea 
in a better way: There are various possibilities having an inherent 
quality of being actualised. This actualisation is limitation on 
possibilities and it is imposed by God. God does not come into 
the process. He does not even create it. He remains outside, 
but imposes limitation on possibility. This limitation is in no 
way rational. It cannot be reasoned out·. But Professor White
head's idea of transcendence is that of absolute transcende:ice. 

1. G. G., p. 1, Jn.puji: 
(a) Hukmi howan iikii.r, 

Huk.m n1i ka.hie. jiii. 

(b) P. 174, Gnuri Mn.jh Mnlrnle. lV: 
Choji 11H're Govindn Choji mcrn piiirin llari Prabh mcra Choji jio. 

ApP- jagnt upn.idn mere GJvinJ.a, Hari ap khele bu.Lu rangi jio. 

Hari antar I.Johar ap hni mere Govincl11 1 Hari ap rahia bharpuri jio. 
- 4--4-80-68. 

(c) P. 537, Rag Bih:igr:i Chhant l\lahala. IV : 
Apni miii:i iipi pasiiri iiphi dekhnn he.rn. 
Niinii rup <lhare bahu ra!}gi sabh te rah1 .ii.n-3-1-2. 

(d) P. 784, Rag Suhi Mahala V : 
Ghat Ghat wn.si snrb niwiisi, nere hi te nern-4-1-11. 

(e) P. 785, WM Suhi ki Sloka nal, Maha lll: 
Ape takht re.chaioo iikiis patiila, 
Hukme dharti siijian se.cbchi dharmsala-1. 

(f) P. 1146, Bhairo Me.he.la V : 
Sahhie iich jiikii de.rbiir, 
Se.de. B&.da take.u johe.r. 
Ucha te uchii jiikii than, 

Koti agha mithi Hari nam.-4-19-82. 
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it may be consistent in philosophy but this idea has not got 
much value in a religion of love and devotion. Religion also 
needs an immanent God. 

Immanent 
" We acknowledge God as above and beyond. But unless 

we also intuitively enjoy His activity within us, feeling that we 
are in a measure one with Him in substance, we can have no 
immediate knowledge of causality or of God as the source of 
our own existence and of emergent evolution ". 1 Metaphysical 
necessity like this, mystic rapture of the Sufi and the Vedantist, 
and close nearness and sometimes even the sameness of God 
and man in religion have led to the concept of the immanence 
of God. Immanental names of God found in the Sikh Granth 
may be divided into three groups. Firstly, expressing the all per
vasiveness of God ; secondly He being identified with the world 
of sense, this is in the pantheistic sense ; and thirdly God being 
the essence of every thing. 

In the first group we have God permeating every thing. As 
Coleridge said, 'In our life alone doeth Nature live'. God is thus 
the cosmic principle-Atma, light of all-Sarabjot, all pervading
Sarbatrramnang or Nam or Ram or Maula or Sarabatam, residing 
every where- -Sarabniwasi, nearer than near-Nere hi te Nera, 
enjoying the worldly phenomena-Bhogi. " The Supreme Being who 
created the vesture of the world to behold it, seeth, tasteth and 
knoweth every thing ; He is contained within and without the 
world ".2 

"We can distinguish in the Granth," wrote Trumpp," a grosser 
and a finer kind of pantheism." " The grosser pantheism identifies 
all things with the Absolute, the universe in its various forms 
being considered the expansion of it ; the finer pantheism on the 
other hand distinguishes between the Absolute and the finite 
beings and boi:ders frequently on theism." 3 J.E. Carpenter thinks 
that Guru Nanak's idea of God is pantheistic rather than theistic.4 

Macauliffe after discussing theism and pantheism of the Guru 
concludes by saying that: No religious teacher has succeeded 
m logically dissociating theism from pantheism. In some passages 
of the Guru's writings pantheism is distinctly implied, while in 

l Emergent Ei;olution, p. 301' 
2. Nanak, S. R., i, p. 7. 
S. A.G., P. C. 
4. Theism in Medieval India, 606-511. 
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other texts, matter is made distinct from the creator, but an emana
tion from Him. Although anthropomorphic theism is a religion, while 
pantheism is a philosophy, and anthropmorphic theism is generally 
held orthodox and pantheism heterodox, yet on account of the 
difficulty of describing the Omnipresent and Illimitable in suitable 
human language, both religion and philosophy are inextricably 
blended by sacred as well as profane writers ".1 

We have in the Holy Bible "Doth not the Lord fill heaven 
and earth", (Jeremiah) ; and "God in whom we live and move 
and have our being " (St. Paul). Pantheism is common in the 
religions and philosophies of the East and West. A. S. Gorden 
draws a distinction between the pantheism of the West and that 
of India in the following words: Western pantheism broadly 
speaking, has regarded God as immanent in Nature and the natu:al 
Universe. To the Indian Nature is immanent in God. European 
pantheism is hardly wronged if it be said to have its eye fjrst 
on the natural world, into which it introduces God. Indian pan
theism made God all in all and introduces nature only because 
the incessent demands of the practical every-day experience compel 
it to do so, and to endevour thus to reconcile theory with 
apparent fact; while at the same time it saves the unity and 
the absoluteness of the Divine by denying the natural universe 
any true existence or reality at all. There is one only not another. 
Hence Indian pantheism as far as its conception of the deity 
is concerned would be more strictly and correctly described as 
• pantheistic monism '.2 

This distinction does not strictly apply to the pantheism found 
in the system of the Guru. It does not deny the existence and 
reality of the natural universe. As it has already been pointed 
out, according to the Guru, the world is a part of God. God 
is the whole and, therefore, perfectly real. The world is a patt 
and hence partially real. God is in the world just as a whole 
is in any of its parts; and the world, this or any other, is in 
God just as any one of the parts of a whole is in that whole. 
To take our old mathematical illustration of the zero and figure 
one ; God is infinite, indefinite and unlimited zero-Nirgun. Zero 
or a point becomes one-Sargun, finite and limited. Its value is 

1. S. R., i, p, LXII. 
2. E.R.E. 
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fixed and it is definite. A point or a zero has got infinite 
possibilities. One of them is actualised in the form of figure one. 
Now the point is in number one, but this one does not exhaust 
the scope of the zero. One is in the zero, but only very partially. 

In this pantheistic mood the Guru gave to God names like 
Sargun-qualityful, Khalaq-the world, Ape Ap-every thing 
Himself, Sohang and Sarabmai etc., etc. 

The problem of good and evil remains a great stumbling block 
in the way of such a monistic notion of the deity. God is in every 
heart, yet people are good or bad. " In one person, Thou art 
haughty, in another humble ; in one person Thou art a Pundit 
and preacher and in another Thou art stupid, " 1 and yet in another 
hymn: We are impure; Thou O Creator art pure; we are without 
virtues; Thou bestowest them; we are fools; Thou art clever and wise.1 

Such seems to be the confusion about the immanence and transcen
dence of God. A. N. Whitehead avoids this difficulty of good and 
evil by making God only a side actor,3 just a functioner. It may 
be so in a religion not yet made, but not so in religions already 
made. The Guru says, the evil is due to our Haumai-the ego 
acting under limitations. Wherefrom this limitation and why ? 
To answer, let us ask another question. Why should figure one 
be so limited and fixed ? Why should it not have the infinite 
possibilties like the zero point ? Simply because by nature they 
are so. It is the nature of one to have a fixed value and it 
is the nature of the zero point to be infinite. The world is a 
part of and not the whole of God and cannot thus be perfect 
and good like Go.i Himself. The very fact ot partition brings 
in limitations. 

As an essence of things, God has been called Gauhar-essence, 
Tat-reality. This is the Thing-in-itself or the Noumenon of Kant 
or the Tat of Sankara. The sense is that, that which appears 
to our senses is not the real.4 The real is God which is inner 
reality of every object. 

1. S. R, iii, p. 161. 
2 Ibid 854. 
3. Religion in the ::\Inking, 
4. General references on the subject are G. G., pages : 607, 626, 636, 616, 688, 

728, 1178. 
(a) P. 507, Gujari Mahal V : 

Rajau mahi tun raja ke.hiah, bhumu.n mahi bhuma; 
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Both Transcendent and Immanent 

As I said in the beginning of this section, the attempt has 
also been made by the Guru to express God both as transcende.nt 
and immanent in the same idea and in the same passage. God is 
made to enjoy all the pleasures of the world. He is Bhogi like the 
Slavic God, Bog. ' God tastes an fnfinite joy in infinite ways,' 
said Browning. Thus God is not only Karta-creator, but He 
is also Bhugta-EnJoyer. This is possible for a pantheistically 
immanent God. 

" He Himself is the Relisher ; He Himself is the relish ; He 
Himself is the Enjoyer ; 

He Himself is the robe ; He Himself the couch and the spouse ; 

He Himself is the fisherman and the fish ; He Himself is the 
water and the net ; 

He Himself is the lead of the net ; He Himself is the bait within 
it; 

0 my friends, my Darling is in every way playful. 

He ever enjoyeth the virtuous wife ; see what a state is mhe ! 
(who not being virtuous, am divorced from God). 

(Continued from p. 148) 
Thakur ma.hi thakiirn.i teri, komun sir koma ....... .. 
Suran mahi sura tnl] knhiah, datnn sir data ; 
Grstn.n mnhi t111J bndo grhst•, jogan mahi jogi-3. 
Kartau mahi tnl] k1u·t,L kahiah, iichiiran 1nahi iichiiri, 
Sahnn mahi tulJ sachii !:'ahii, waparan mahi wiipiiri-4-8-1-8. 

(bJ P. 5J5, Dilvgrrndhari Mahala V: 
M.ai bahn bidhi pekhio duja nahi r; koii; 
Khancl dip sabh bhitar ravia pur rahio sabh loii -2-2-33. 
Ekai re Hrtri ekai jiia, 
Ekai re Gurmukhi jan-1-Ilahiiu. 
Kehe bhrnmt ham tum bhrnmo ue. bhiii, re.via re ravia sarab thai;i-
2-1-34. 

(c) P. 616, Soruth Mahala V: 
Sagal brmspat mn.hi baiSRIJtar saga! dudh mahi ghia, 
Uch nich mahi jot samai;ii ghati ghati l\le.dho jia.-2--1-29. 

(d) P. 683, Dhanasri M.nhala IX : 
Kahe re ban khojan jai, 
Siirb niwasi sada alopn, tohi SRIJg samai-1. 
Ptthp m1Ldhi jio basu ha.sat hai mukr miihi jn,ise chhai, 
•ra.ise hi Hari pare nirantar ghat hi khojhu bhiii.-2-1. 

(e) P. 1178, Rag Base.nt Mahala IV : 
Jio pa.sari suraj kiri;i joti, 
Tio ghati gha.ti ramaia oti poti.-4-1. 
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Nanak represententh, Thou art the lake and Thou art the swan; 

Thou art the lotus and the water lily, Thou art pleased on 
beholding them.1 

It was the metaphor of the lotus which satisfied the Guru 
in reconciling the transcendence and immanence of the same being. 
A lotus is in water and still'out of it. · He is within and without 
His creation '. But creation when it is one with God is neither 
whole of it nor absolutely identical with it. Same light pervading 
every where among the many, becomes different, when thus sepa
rately contained and is, therefore, distinguishable from the original 
light.2 Thus it is that God is named Alep or Nirlep-not affected 
and polluted by the world, remaining in it, but distinct from it. 
He is Niranian and Niralam-not contaminated by the worldliness 
of the world. The Granth says like the Vedanta Sutra that He 
is not touched by the evils of creation.' This traditional example 
of the lotus combines the two ideas in one concept. 

If as transcendent, God was spoken to be far and as immanent 
near, here we find the Guru saying: Ape Nerai Ape Dur-both 
near and far. We have oscillation of the two ideas in the same 
line and in the same passage : Nirgun ap Sargun bhi ohi-He 
is both qualityful and qualityless. Again : You have thousands 
of eyes and yet not one eye ; thousands of forms and of smelling 
yet none ; thousands of feet and yet not one foot ; thousands 
organs and yet not one organ of smell.4 He is both Bhogi and 
Abhogi, Bhugta and Abhugta-Enjoyer and non-Enjoyer. 

1. Nanak, S. R., i, 265. 
2. !\lajh Mnhala IV, G. G. 
3. S. B. E. Vol. 48, p. 429. 
4. Rag Dhanasari Mahala I, G. G. 



CHAPTER XI 

METAPHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES 

A-Is the Knowledge of God possible? 

MANY metaphysical attempts of understanding the ultimate 
reality of the universe and God result in agnosticism. The help

lessness of man is even visible in ultimately explaining the physical 
phenomena of the world of perception. People have begun to 
talk of ' The Mysticism of Science '. 1 

' The ultimate truths of 
science seem best expressed in the language of the mystic, the 
dreams of the philosopher, the imagery of the poet and the 
symbols of the mathematician, embracing a measureless eternity 
and an infinity too vast for the limitation of the words.' It is more 
true of the mysticism of the religious experience. In the Japu ji 
the Guru says, that words can give us names, praises, literacy 
and attributes. They are the means of expression in writing and 
speaking, but they cannot describe God. They do not and can
not apply to Him who is the source of all these.2 We have 
thus names in the Granth which not only express the indescrib
ability of the real nature of God, but also the indescribability 
of the mystic experience about Him. ' The Power which the 
universe manifests to us', says Spencer in his First Principles,3 
' is utterly inscrutable '. He seems to argue that what is known 
by science or can be known by it is not that Power, nor is 
this possible, he goes on to say, in the domain of religion. He 
very nearly comes to the Guru's concept of the Nirguf!- when 
he says that we should refrain from assigning any attributes what
ever.4 Hume in his Dialogues expressed a similar agnostic attitude 
about the knowability of God. Demea-one of the characters-sup
ports his view from all authorities that the infirmities of human under
standing cannot know the nature of God, which is ' altogether 
incomprehensible and unknown to us '. The incomprehensibility of 
God is repeatedly emphasized in the Bible.5 In the Vedic hymns 
God is described as 'unkown '.6 So much so that the famous 

I. Cf Hibbert Journal, January 1937, an Article by John A. Osoinach. 
2. XIX stanza. 

3. P. ~6. 
4. Ibid, p. 109. 
5. Job. 5:9; 9:10; 11:7; 26:14; etc. Ps. 86:6, 40:6 etc. Isa. 4:12. 

Eccl. 3: 11, 8: 17 etc. Mic. 4: 12. 
6. S. B. E., Vol. 32. 



Nasadiya hymn of the Rig Veda 1 dealing with the knowledge of 
ultimate reality ends by saying that • does even he not know·. 
Thus even the Creator is suspected to be ignorant in this matter. 
Manu in his laws says that God is undiscernable one.2 In a 
similar sense the Guru names God: Asujh-not intelligible, Nir
bujh-not cognisible, Gupt-most i1idden, Ghaib-ul-Ghaib-a Quranic 
expression-hidden among the hidden, Agadh, Agah, Aghu, Aghucha, 
Agam-unknowable, incomprehensible etc., Akah-unspeakable. 
But an absolutely unknowable God is of little use to man. It 
will not matter if such a God existed or not. Man is very an
thropomorphic in his apprehensions. He brings down the unknow
able Absolute to the level of the God of religion. 

B.-Not An Entire Comprehension of God, 

But A Partial Apprehension of Him. 

Reason and Intuition 

Having brought down the unknowable metaphysical Absolute 
to the level of the God of religion, He is described as humanly 
known. He still remains incomprehensible, but we may not wholly 
comprehend Him; we can at least partially apprehend Him. Thus 

theism reconciles agnosticism and gnosticism and takes a middle 
pos1t1on. But even this partial knowledge of God the Guru denies 
to man's intellect and logical reasoning. First of all he makes 
this knowledge dependent on the grace of God. • If you enable 
them to know, then all can know '.3 The Guru is found repeatedly 
prayini to God to bestow on him some knowledge of Himself. 
But when knowledge comes, it does not come through the senses 
or the intellect. The medium for it is intuition or insight. God 
is described as Anbhau Prakash-intuitively known. It is the heart 
which receives God and not the brain, which may of course suppres
sedly confirm its rival's experiences. Thus 'the heart' says Pascal, • has 
its reasons, which reason knows nothing '. Another contemporary 
French philosopher, Henry Bergson, more than any body else, is 
responsible fot minimising the instrumentality of reason and elevat
ing intuition in the domain of knowledge. According to him there 
are • two profoundly different ways of knowing a thing. The 

1. X 129. 
2. S. B. E. Vol. 26. 
8. (a) G_. G., P. 11, Asa Mahnla IV: 

J1sno tun ja,;iiiih soi je.n ja,;ie.i.-4-2. 
(b) P. 663, Wadhans Mahala V: 

Tun ji,;iiihi tan koi ja,;iai-3-8, 
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first implies that we move round the object ; the second that we 
enter into it.' 1 The Guru as we shall see, does not exclude reason, 
a conclusion which can easily be drawn from some hymns, but 
he lays great emphasis on insight or intuition. " Go to the en
lightened ones', says the Guru, and ask them, · How did you 
find the light (God or the Husband) ? ' • Believe in Him ', they 
will say, • and give up reasoning and cold argumentation '.2 The 
heart says Tennyson in • In Memorium ',3 stands up like a man 
in wrath against the freezing reason's colder part.' Thus there 
is a long standing controversy about intellect and intuition. Even 
philosophers sometimes take recousse to the latter. Thus White
head's insistence on •feeling' the organic reality, rather than bifur
cating it by intellect comes very near the intuitive source of 
our knowledge. The West which believed so much in critical 
intelligence is drifting towards some thing which is not exactly 
intellect or reason. Some call it feeling, others insight or intu'1tion. 
Even in the ethical field Mr. Kidd 4 treats reason as essentially 
divisive and disintegrative force which is profoundly individu
alistic. To get a vision of wholeness or perfection, says Tagore, 
we have to depend on inner faculty, which he calls our • luminous 
imagination.5 For a poet it is luminous imagination and for a 

saint intuition. • I am certain of nothing, says Keats, • but of 
the holiness of the heart's affections and the truth of imagination.' 

Strictly speaking intuition and imagination differ in as far as 
the former is the experience of inner oneness with reality, whereas 
the latter has got some element of • make believe ' in it. Both 
resemble because they go beyond empiricism and positivism, beyond 
observation of the senses and argumentation of the intellect. In 
apprehending God the sense organs and intellect are helpless. 
Knowledge about God is not Partakh-derived from senses-nor 
it is Parman-based on argument or analogy-but it Aprokh-non
sensuous immadiate knowledge. • This intuitive knowledge arises 
from an intimate fusion of mind with reality. It is knowledge 
by being and not by senses or by symbols. It is the awareness 
of the truth of things by identity. We become one with the 
truth and one with the object of knowledge. The object known 

1. Introduction to metaphysics. 
2. Shalrnd Haziire, Tilnng, G. G. 
3. CXXLV. 
4. Social Evolution. 
6. Religional Man, p. 16. 



154 

is seen not an object outside the self, but as a part of the self. 
What intuition reveals is not so much a doctrine as it is con
sciousness. It is a state of mind and not a definition of the 
object. Logic and language are a lower form, a diminution 
of this kind of knowledge. That is why the experience 'of reality 
gained by our intuition is Akah-unspeakable ; but it is, the Guru 
says, even more than Partakh-Zahara, more real than the sense 
knowledge. Again, that is why he says that such a knowledge 
of God is neither in the Vedas or other holy books, nor in the 
Shastras or other books of philosophy. 

But such ideas as these should not make us think that there 
is no place for reason in the system of the Guru. Like Mr. 
Kidd, the Guru does not say that • A rational religion is scientific 
impossibility ' and that · the essential element in all religious beliefs' 
is the • ultra rational sanction'. Of course faith or Sardha is an 
essential element of a disciple's state of mind proceeding on the 
path of spiritul progress, but it should be grounded in rational 
discrimination-Bibek or right knowledge. The Guru prays for 

rational intelligence-Bibek Budhi. 1 
" 0 Master bestow on your 

servant the discriminating intelligence." It is with the help of 

reason, he says, that we can make ourselves worthy of His grace 
and mercy.2 He believes in a rational faith. The disciple who 
carries on an intelligent search for truth progresses and one who 
is merely dogmatic and who sticks unreasonably to his views 
perishes.3 A knowledge arrived at through intelligent search and 
rational conviction and realised practically by intuitive experience 
greatly benefits a devotee and such a knowledge is true-Sacha 
Bichar 4 and, therefore, eternal.5 The possessor of such a knowledge 

---------~------- ---- -
1. G. G., p. 640, Soratb Mahala V : 

Har pario suarni kai duarai, dijai budhi bibekn.-1-3. 
2. G. G ~P. 1244, Sarang ki War Mahala IV: 

(al Slok Mahala I : 
Sachchai sarmai bahre agai lahhi nn. rladi, 
Akal_ ec? n~ iikhiai_ akal ~awaiai badi j 
Akal1 t:iah1b e~wa~ akah piiiai man, 
Akah path ~a1 buJhiai o.kali kichai <liin, 
Nanak akha1 rahu ehu hori galan satiin,-XX. 

(b) P. 229, Gauri Mahala I : 
Andhe Akali biihre kiii tin sio kahiai? 

(cl P. ~85_, Su~hmani, Gauri Mahala V : 
tlnJIHu buJbo.n hr.r bibeki. -2-17. 

3. G. G., p. 1254, Mular Mahala I : 
Sew·\ blll'~J_ra~,n g)ll). g_awa Gur~ukhi giau bichiirii, 
KhoJl upJal bad1 bmsa1 hau 1.Jah bali Gur Kartiirii-'1-3. 

4. G. G., p. 934, Ramkali Mahala I: 
Oa!Jgkar D_akhai;ii: 
Thir Naram, th1r Guru, thir Sacha bichar-XXlV. 

6, Ibid. 
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is a real Pandit. A Pundit is not he who knows the Vedas and 
the Shastras by heart, but he in whose heart the ground of the 
knowlege of these books resides ; he who is one with the subtle 
reality of the gross universe.1 

Thus intellect and intuition are made use of in knowing God 
metaphysically and religiously. "There is no break ", writes Sir 
Radhakrishna~, " between intuition and intellect.2 In moving from 
intellect to intuition we are not moving in the direction of un
reason, but are getting into the deepest rationality of which human 
nature is capable. In it we think more profoundly, feel more 
deeply and see more truly. We see, feel and become in obedience 
to our whole nature, and not simply measure things by the frag
mentary standards of intellect. We think with a certain totality 
or wholeness. Both intellect and intuition belong to the self. 
While the former involves a specialised part, the latter employs 
the whole self. The two are synthesised in the self and .their 
activities are interdependent.'.' The antagonism between reason 
and intuition or insight has also been bridged by Bertrand Russell 
in one of his essays entitled 'Mysticism and Logic ·. He writes, 
that "intuition is what first leads to the beliefs which subsequent 
reason confirms or confutes. Reason is a harmonising, cont;olling 
force rather than a creative one. Even in the most purely logical 
realm, it is insight that first arrives at what is new." In the 
same essay he also says that " insight, untested and unsupported, 

· is an insufficient guarantee of truth ". Anbhau-intuition and Bibek 
Budhi-discriminating intelligence are the two instruments of know
ledge, recognised in the system of the Guru. The former guides 
and the latter assists. That is how the co-operation of the two 
is maintained. 

!,-God-Really Existing 

The first metaphysical attribute of God which is the outcome 
of the Guru's intuitive experience of reality is named by him 
Truly Existent, Sat. Sat, says Swami Dayanand, is from Asi__:_to 
bc.3 It is one who exists in all times, the past, the present, the 

1. G. G., p. 274, Gn.uri Maha.In V, , Snkhnrnni, 4-9 : 
So Pandit jo man parborlhni, 

Bed Pnrnn Smriti bnjhai mul, 

Sukham mahi janai asthul. 

2. An idealist's View of Life, p. 152. 
3. Light of Truth, p. 13. 
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future and is not limited by time. Satya in Sanskrit is from Sat-to 
exist. It is one who is the true embodiment of existence among 
all existences. The Guru uses both the attributes. God existing 
in time and beyond time is Sachu. He was Sachu in the beginning, 
He was Sachu before that beginning, He is Sachu, and He will 
be Sachu in future and beyond future. 1 So the first attribute 
used by the Guru is in the sense of Satya in Sanskrit. He is 
Sati. Some writers translate it as ' true ' and some make it an 
adjective of the next word Nam. Dr. Trumpp seems to have 
translated it correctly as • Really Existing.2 As compared with 
the world of sense God is truly existent. The Guru not only 
establishes the true existence of God, but also he implies that 
He is the only real Being. The idea of Sati is traced back to 
Zarathustra, whose inspiration for monotheism is said by Professor 
Moulton to have been derived from devotion to truth. • All truth was 
a unity '. he thought. Knowing that God exists, the Guru immediately 
calls him Nam-all pervasive. That is why Sati Nam is some
times taken as one attributive name. 

IL-God-Personal 

The vague all-pervasive idea of an existent being is not of 
much use for man's religious 'consciousness. God, if of any value 
in religion must be a personal God. · A religion without a personal 
God has not yet been found to be a living and enduring force. 
There is a very interesting parable of a Pundit and a princess 
in the works assigned to Guru Gobind Singh, bearing on the 
futility of worshipping a dead stone god and on the necessity 
of a living personal God. The Guru says that a worshipper becomes 
like the object of his worship.3 It is necessary for the develop
ment of human character that God should be as personal as man 
himself. The essence of personality lies in responsiveness to other 
persons. How can a lifeless and an impersonal God behave like 
a sympathetic father or mother. God· must take note of His 
devotees. He must be responsive to our appeals, supplications 
and prayers. Unless He minds us and we know that He does 
mind us, religious experience is nothing more than an illusion 
and a religious practice a little short of self-hypnotism and auto
suggestion. Therefore God is not only Sat but also Purkh. I 

1. G. G., Japn ji, p. 1. 

2. Cf. S. R., i, G. N. 
3. Cf. S. R., v, p. 177. 
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wonder how could Dr. Trumpp say that no personal God is taught 
m Sikhism. God is described as a Person in the very first line 
of the Gu~u Granth. The basic formula of the Sikh scriptures 
contains this attribute. He is Purkh, but not exactly like us. 
He is Sat Purkh. Our personality as it appears is Asat-not real. 
We are mortal beings, He is an Immortal Being-Akal Purkh. 

A.-The Form-Gross 

In the Granth, in his imagination, the Guru describes God 
having bodily features like us. This is a very common-place concept 
of God as a personal being. Unsophisticated and simple minds 
do require a God having a body like us. Devotees of this mental 
level cannot worship a personal God in the form of a conscious 
principle or a universal personality. God for them is a man with 
limbs and other bodily appearance. Personal God of the Bible 
originally was a God with limbs and organs.1 Indians thought in 
the same way. God with body, arms, (four arms) and legs is 
described in the Hindu scriptures. Ancient Egyptians thought 
of their deities having feelings and needs of men and having 
hunger and thirst like us. Their deity required food and drink 
to live on. These gods were also supposed to experience joy, 

pain, fear and to be liable to sickness, senile decay and death.3 

God of the Guru when imagined to be a Man is not so grossly 
physical. He does not eat, drink or die. The beauty of God 
has been described in the form of beautiful features. 3 • He is 
named Kamal Nain-of lotus like eyes; Sundar Kundal-of beautiful 
curls; Dant Risala-of beautiful teeth ; also ·of beautiful nose, of 
beautiful long hair etc. The worship of the feet of God is also 
mentioned in the Granth.4 These are emotional expressions in an 

1. E. H. E, W. T. Do,1ison. 

2. E. RE. 
3. (n) G. G., p. 67, \Xlnrllrnns lilalrnln l: 

Tere banke loir:i dant risii.la 

Sohr:io r ak jin lnnrn1~0 wnla. 
(b) P. 1266, Malnr :\lahaln. I: 

Ba.gs kii11ar hnlni 1,nii:i, 
Lamma. naln kale tere na.ii:,-4-4-9. 

4. Cf. An article entil led "Charan"-Feet of the Gum, by l\laster Iqbal Singh 
in Gnr Sewnk of Fehrnary · 17, 1937. published from Amritsar. 1.'his 
a.rticle· in~nired St. Bhni Rnndhir Singh to write 11. book 'Charan 
Kanwal Ki Mauj' Amritsor 1939. 'Gurmat Nam Abhias Kamai' of 
the same author is a. cle11.r exposition of the practical experience of Nam 
in life. 
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aesthetic mood. All character qualities in God are anthropomorphic 
and as Goethe said, • Man never knows how anthropomorphic 
he is," and "all personal theism", says Farnell, "is in a sense 
anthropomorphic-even in its highest and most transcendental 
effort, religion can never escape from anthropomorphism ".1 It 
begins with God like man and then God is conceived as an Ideal 
Personality above time and space and finally God is vitalised and 
made a universal spirit. • So God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God created He him '. Thus we have got in 
the Bible 2, and the same tendency of imagining God like man 
is visible in Guru Nanak when in Rag Wadhans 3 he describes 
his God as of pleasant gait and sweet tongue. Later God becomes 
Sat Purkh and Akal Purkh-a Person, Real and Immortal. Then 
He becomes Nam-an all pervading principle. 

Anthropomorphic concept of the personality of God also led 
the Guru to use metaphors of the professional life of people. 
Just as in Psalms we have the Lord as our Shepherd, similarly 
in the Granth we find Him addressed as Kirsan-a farmer or 
an agriculturist and as a good accountant like a shop-keeper
Bania. Where people used to live on sheep, they called God 
Shepherd and where they lived on cattle, they called Hirn Pasupati. 
Where men have been agriculturists and businessmen their Lord 
becomes a Kirsan or a Good Accountant. The same explanation 
can be given for the Guru's calling God Dhani-possessor of 
wealth, Bir-a hero, Mir - a chief, Shah-a king, and Shahanshah 
or Patshah-a king of kings. 

Anthropomorphic names of the person<?-lity of God do not 

end with professional metaphors. In the religious field, He is 
described as a Jogi and Banwari or Banwali-one whose rosary 
is the whole ve~etable kingdom or one who is the lord of the 
vegetable world. In the domain of learning He is Pandit. In the 
mystic field God also gets colours. He is named Lal and Gulal-red 
and deep red. It may be the extreme brightness on account. of 
which Moses fell in a swoon at the Mount Sinai or it may be 
the reflection of the soul which as the Sufis say is of red colour.4 

1. A. 0. G., p. 22. 
2. Genesis 1-27. 
B. G. G., p. 567 
4. Islamic Sufism, p. 218. 
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B.-The Form-Pure 

When we reach the higher stages in the development of the 
concept of God, although we have names expressing His form, 
yet it is not a physical form, but something like the form of 
Plato. His name then is Murat-a pure form, Rup or Nirmal 
Rup-a form devoid of physical manifestations. As such He is 
not to be conceived perishable like physical appearances. He is, 
therefore, Akal Murat-of timeless form. To express the same 
idea in a different way, in abstraction from manifestation and 
appearance He is named Arup-of no form, Nirankar-formless, 
Arang or Anil-colourless. 

So far we have been dealing with God as a person. We 
have seen that names implying all kinds of ideas about personality 
are found in the Granth. We have notions expressing physic.al 
form, pure form and also formlessness. Our misunderstanding about 
those names which express the man-like body of God will be 
removed, if we· ask the Guru, was God born like man? On this 
point he seems to be touched to the quick. He cannot tol~ate 
the idea of the birth of God and uses strong words against people 
who hold that God incarnates. He is Ajuni, one who never comes 
in the mother's womb. He is Nirbhar-who is free from the burden 
of birth and death. Inspite of all this. God is a person-Purkh. Another 
question arises : A person changes in mind and body, what about 
God ? The Guru says He is Achal or Nihchal-who does not change 
at all. Therefore He does not die. He is Abnashi-indestructible, 
Achut--imperishable, Anhat-ever same. Such is God in essence. 
But in manifestation and as manifested and also as forming the 
object of man's conception, it is always changing. From that 
point of view He is ever new-Nitnawan, ever of fresh body
Nawtan Sada. We have already discussed this under the concept 
of God as tree. The point is that these names apply to the 
Becoming aspect of God. He creates, recreates, evolves or emnates, 
in whatever way we may think of it, all this applies to appearance. 
We know the actual and not the potential. 

C.-God as Conscious 

Personality implies consciousness which we have already assumed 

in making God responsive to our appeals. No name expressing 
the conscious aspect of God's personality was given there. All 
the three activities of knowing, feeling, and willing are attributed 
to God. As may have been clear from the above that along with the 
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attributes of God as personal, there· also run side by side names 
which would appear quite opposed to the personal character of 
God. At a certain stage of religious development: God is made 
absolutely impersonal. Thus whilz God is described as Chit-conscious, 
He is also said to be unaffect.:d by pleasure and pain-Ragh Dokh 
Te Niara. He is beyond the three Gunas and is named Tir Gun
Atit. These two lines of thought of God being both personal 
and impersonal run parallel in the Granth. As knowing He is 
Janoi, one who knows, Gyan-knowledge, and Dana Bina-wise 
and intelligent. He also feels-Bhawratang and desires-Bl~awai. 
As creator He wills. When impersonal He is unaffected-Apoh, 
He is Akrai and Akarm-not willing or doing any thing. The 
Guru seems to distinguish between our consciousness and God's 
consc10usness. He feels and wills, not as we feel and will. There 
is no idea of want, deficiency and attainment in His feeling and 
willing. That is why He is named Sudh-Chit-pure consciousness. 

I 

D.-Personality in terms of Matter, Time and Space 

Personality, as man knows it from his own self, has reference 
to matter, time and space. We naturally expect some names used 
by the Guru expressing either the affirmation of these elements 
in God's personal existence or the denial of them when He is 
impersonalised and his reality is made supersensuous and super
human. We take them turn by turn. 

The commonest idea and simplest concept of matter, as the 
alleged father of Modern Philosophy Descartes is said to have 
first put forth is its being extended in space, and as such has 
form and weight. Thus the Guru names God Gaura-heavy, Atol
unweighable like an ocean and, therefore, He is also Sagar or Dariao
sea or river, Bharpur-there is no emptiness in Him or that He 
is filling all space. Matter that we perceive can be split up into 
pieces and can be pierced through ; but God is Abhang-unbreak
able, Achhed-unpierceable, Avagat-unchangeable. The need of 
exchange of goods in man's life led to the economic valuation 
of material goods. God is thus Amolak and Bekimat-priceless and 
invalueable. A gem is very precious for man and, therefore, God 
is Ratnagar-an ocean of gems. Such can be the notion of a 
devotee who is as yet a beginner and is in the first stages of 
religious development, but as soon as he begins to transcend that 
stage, he is told that God is invisible-Adrisht.1 At the material 

l, Cf.HolyBible: Ex.,83:20; Job 23:18; Joh.1:18,4:24,6:87etc, 
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level and as manifested in the world He was known as Sankh 
Chakar-of countless forms and features and was also Rup-with 
form ; but as impersonal He becomes Nirakar-formless, Tat Mayan
essence of form, Warna Chihna Bahra-without marks and features. 
• God hath no quoit or marks, no colour, no caste, no lineage. 
No form, no complexion, no outline, no costume, nor can m 
any way I describe Him'.' This becomes the highest concept of 
God. Here He becomes Saibhang-self-luminous, all pervading con
scious principle-Atamram. He is absolutely universalised. All 
distinctions of name, caste, sect and creed disappear. As Rama
krishna Parmhans said, • He who is called Krishna, is also called 
Siva and bears the name primitive Energy, Jesus, and Allah as 
well-the same Rama with a thousand names.2 

E.-Temporal 

As re~ards time the same two currents of thought are pres2nt 
m the Guru's use of names for God. When we have to affirm 
time to the existence of God we must say that He is very ancient. 
• The aacient who is difficult to be seen', says the Vedanta 
Sutra.' The Guru calls Him Pauratan-very ancient. The highest 
speculation comes next when the idea of time still remains, but 
he is made Eternal. This eternality means • infinite duration of 
time, endlessly extending back into the past and forward into 
the future ! When thinking of the past, the Guru calls God 
Adi-the beginning and Parmadi-the very beginning, still beyond 
He is without any bcginning-Anadi. Similarly He is the end 
of all-Ant and is even beyond that, without any end-Beant 
and Anant. With this idea of eternity is associated closely the 
idea of permanency and immutability of God. Nanak says in Sri 
Rag : The Merciful alone is permanent ; the whole world besides 
1s transitory. Call Him permanent on whose head no destiny is 

1. (cr) D. G., Jap-1 8tanz11. 

Chakra. chihn nr v1trr;i jn.ti ............ .. 
(b) G. G., Gnufi Sukhm.ini Mahnln. V : 

Rnp na rekh 1111. rnng kichh11, trl111 g11r:i tn Prt1Lh Lhinn-Slok XVI. 
(c) P. 883, Rrunknli l\fahn.lii V : 

B11.1·ni na siikan Jnisa tun !mi, 

Sache Alakh npiirii. 4-6. 

(d) P. Hl68-Slok Sahskrti MH.hnln V : 

Na Snnkhnm~ nn Cl1Rkr11Dg- nn gnd11. nn Siiim11Dg 11.swe. raJ rnpa!"lg 
r11hR!}t jH.111111\!"lf:{, 67. 

:!. Romain Ro\lan, P1·opheis of' N~w l11dia, p. 126. 
3. S. B. E., Vol. 118, p. 861. 
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recorded. The heaven and the earth shall pass away; He the 
one God alone is permanent. In the same sense He is Thir
who does not move or change, Avagat-eternal, always the same
Ekowes. He goes on for ever-Hames-ul-rawann. He is in the 
past, present and future-Samabiang. Next the idea begins to tran
scend time. So that first God becomes Chakardhar-one who 
holds the cycle of time in His own hands. But time is a finite 
concept of the finite mind of man. God who transcends all 
experiences of man also transcends time in every sense. He IS 
timeless-Akal. No time-idea can be applied to Him. He Is 
beyond Traikal-the three tenses. 

The creation of the world becomes a great stumbling block 
in the way of such a -concept of timelessness about God. The 
creation and destruction of the world must happen in time. Time 
as Bacon said is a motion which implies change and which 
further means the appearance and disappearance of worldly 
phenomena. The Hindu mythologists made the various dura
tions of time relative to different kinds of beings, men, gods, 
greater gods, and God. Man's one year is only one day and one 
night of the gods and three hundred and sixty of our years is 
one year of the gods. 12,000 years of the gods have been divided 
with different durations into four Yugas. This comes to about 
forty three millions of the years of men. This is one cycle of 
Yugas of the gods. Seventy one such cycles of Yugas of the 
gods make up one Manvantara. Fifteen such Manvantaras or 
about one thousand Yugas of the gods make one day of Brahmdeva 
and one thousand more such Yugas make one night of that of 
god. Thus our 34,320,000,000 years is one day of Brahma. This 
is one Kalpa. ' When this day of Brahmadeva or Kalpa starts, 
all the perceptible things in the universe begin to be created 
out of the imperceptible ; and when the night of the Brahmadeva 
starts, the same perceptible things again begin to be merged in 
the imperceptible.1 All this happens in the twinkling of an eye 
of God. The Guru calls it a Chhin or Khin. That is why its 
duration is like a dream. What we call the world, its existence 
or its duration symbolically expressed in the form of time units, 
however long they may look to us, are so negligible for God, 
that they are in no account of His. Thus by apparently denying 
the existence of time, the difficulty is supposed to have been 
overcome. 

l. Gita, Vol. 2, P· 264. 
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F.-Spatial 

The third element implied in our idea of personality is space. 
There are in the Sikh Scriptures what we may call the spatial 
attributes of God. No higher religion preaches the location of 
God in any place. The Bible says in St. John's Gospel, 'The hour 
cometh when ye shall neither at this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem 
worship the father-God is a spirit and they that worship Him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth ! Similarly the Quran calls Him La 
Makan-placeless as the Guru says Atham. He is Alok and Ades
does not belong to a country or a continent. When Nanak in Mecca 
was found asleep with his feet towards the Ka'aba, • An Arab 
priest kicked him and said, • Who is this sleeping infidel ? Why 
hast thou O sinner, turned thy feet towards God?' The Guru 
replied, 'Turn my feet, in a direction in which God is not '.1 The. 
Guru's remark went home to the Qazi and he realised that God 
was not bound to one place. We have seen that God has been 
addressed as Akas-heaven, but that is a metaphor to expr~ss 
His glory and loftiness. Where as names as Alok or Ades make 
God transcendant of all space, He is also described as filling, all 
space, residing in every place, immeasurably big, too much, beyond 
and beyond and without a limit. Such nam~s are Sarah Biapi, Sarah 
Niwasi, Besumar, Apar, Amit, Basiai, Bahuto Bahut and Aparapar. 

Closely associated with the idea of space is the attribute of 
Omnipresence of God. This has been expressed by saying that 
He is present in every place and at every time. Space-time 
is a unity in our experience. The two concepts may be abstracted 
from each other but they cannot be separated in actual life. 
He is not only Samabiang-present in all the three tenses, but 
He holds the entire cycle of time. In space He is Sarah Niwasi
every where. Both these ideas have been made use of in the 
Granthic hymns to preach ethical principles. It has been said 
that God is every-where and knows and sees every thing, there
fore there is no place for hiding from Him. He is Hadra
Hadur-very near, always present. A sinner while co~mitting 
a sin sees this side and that side to make sure that he is not 
being seen by any body; but O God ! how can he conceal him
self from you, who are every-where ?2 Thus it is how we begin 

1. S. R., I, p. 176. 
2. G. G, P. 166, Gauri, Cheti Mahala I : 

Hat patan hij ma.ndar bha.nnai kar chori ghnr awai, 
Agahu dekhai pichhu dekha.i tujh te kaha cbhapa.wa.i ?-3, 6-5-17. 
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with the physical notion of the personality of God, and then 
pass through His mental characteristics and finally reach God 
as pure sp1nt. It becomes so universalised that we begin to 
say that He is here and there, every-where and beyond every
where ; He is this and that, you and me, all in all He is alone. 
The attempt to make Him impersonal in religion results in the 
pantheism of philosophy. 

III.-God as Omnipotent 
The next two groups of names are those falling under the 

two important attributes of God : Omnipotence and Omniscience. 
The idea of power is one of essential characteristics of 
the God worshiped by man. It is found at every stage of 
religious development. Potentiality or power is one of the chief 
justifications of God's existence. He must have the power to 
do what His worshipper cannot do. But what does this all
powerfulness mean? The fact that God uses means and does 
not bring about the result by his mere word, seemed to J. S. Mill 
to prove he was not omnipotent, for he worked under limitation:-. 
In reply, one would say that limitations which are willed by 
God do not mean defects; and when, in presence of a universe 
of existences, what is possible for God becomes restricted to 
what is compossible, m the Leibnizian sense, this does not 
argue w~akness on his part.1 The Guru makes God powerful 
through His word or will. Hukmai Andm· Sabh Ko, Bahar 
Hukam Na Kai-thus says the Guru in Japu ji-All are under 
His will. none is exempt from it. Jo Tis Bhawai Soi Hai
whatever He wills happens. The high religious belief, more conso
nant with the majesty of the Omnipotent, is that the Ruler of 
the Universe works His will by a simple 'fiat': 'God said, let 

there be light: and there was light'. This was the view of the 

ancient Hellene and the ancient Israelite as it is of Islam and 
Christianity.2 The Guru makes this will work in the form of 
Dharm-Laws of Nature. Some of them are known to man and 
others are not yet known to him. What we call miracle has 
got the appearance of being contrary to law, but in £~ct it is 
contrary to laws known by man. Therefore such is God's power 
that He can cause lions, hawks, kestrels, and falcons to eat 
grass; and those who eat grass, He can make them eat meat; 
He can make hills appear in place of nvers and bottomless 

1. Galloway iu Philosophy of Religion. 2-.1\.. 0. G. 
2. S. P., I, p. 174. 
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oceans m place of sandy deserts ; a worm-like creature may 
become a sovereign under His will and an army may be reduced 
to ashes. It will be no wonder if He makes animals live with
out breath. 1 

It is on account of such superhuman powers that the attri
bute of greatness is applied to God by the Guru. He is so ~reat 
that we cannot even know His greatness. Every body calls Him 
great by inference or by imagination but, ' hath any one 
ever seen how great Thou art '.2 "Even though a bird fly, it 
cannot compete in endurance with the torrent and the wind 
which moves by God's will. How great shall I call God? To 
whom shall I go to enquire regarding Him? He is the greatest 
of the great and great is His world.' This power and greatness 
make Him the Lord of gods and goddesses, however great they 
may be. He is the Lord of Sur and Asur-good and evil gods 

supposed by different rcligic:1s. He is also Asur-Sanghar-who 
destroys evil gods. The names expressing omnipotence of · God 
are Sarab Saktiman-all powerful, Samrath-competent to do any
thing, He has Sabh Kichh IVas Kita every thing within His 
power. Sarangdhar and Saringpani also express His gret?tncs~. 
Most powerful are destroyed by Him, therefore He is Sabal
Malan and Balah-Chhalan. He is of incomprehensible power
Akalkala. The idea of strength in man is that he has got strong 
arms, therefore God is also said to have great power in arms
Bhujbal. The Hindus, perhaps under the same idea, imagined 
God with four arms and the Guru also uses that epithet of God· 
as Chatarbhuj. 

IV.-God H'S Omniscient 

No force or power can be effectively used_ unless we also 
know where to use it and why to use it? We must know before 
we act and action means the manifestation of power. So the 

use of power presupposes knowledge and omniscience is a necessary 
condition of omnipotence. Man knows all that happens in the 

1. G. G., p. 14-!, War Majh Ki, 8lok .Muhala I: 
Silrn ln1jll. charg11 kuhia ena klrnwale ghah, 
Ghah khiir;i ti1m mas khawale tihi chalne rah ........ XlV Siok. 

2. G. G., p. 8, Asa Mahala I: 
Snr;i W 119911. iikhai sabh koi, 
Kewag Wagga? ditha hoi. 4-2. 
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world of perception. His God should be able to know more than 
that. Even if God is to be a mere postulate for morality, · He 
must know not only our deeds and words-wh ch any percipient 
can know-but also our thoughts, all that goes in our minds, even 
without being clothed in unuttered words. This ethical necessity 
leads in every religion to an Omniscient God. He is • the power 
to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secret is hid'. 
• With Him are the keys of the unseen,' says the Quran, • None 
knows them save He: He knows what is in the land and in 
the sea; and there falls not a leaf save that • He knows it '. 1 

But He also knows because He is our God who grants our 
prayers,· who nourishes even those who cannot earn and work 
for bread. God must know every thing about His creation if 
He is to be its sustainer, if He is to be kind and fatherly. He 
is God who knows our necessities before we ask.' 

The process of omniscience begins with God as wiser than 
man, next He begins to know the hidden things and hidden thoughts 
and finally He becomes omniscient. He is knower-Dana, seer-Bina, 
and wise-Prabin. Then He is wisdom personified-Bodh. Omni
science comes in when God 1s to be Antaryami, knowing every 
thing innermost. ' He seeth, understandeth and knoweth every 
thing '. 2 'From whom canst thou hide thy evil deeds, since God 
ever present beholdeth thee '. 3 

In a monistic system there should be no difficulty in prov
ing the omniscience of God. As Descartes said, there is nothing 
in this world of which I am so sure as of my thinking self. I 
know my will most certainly. If every thing that is, is the mani
festation of God, if it is divine will in action, then God most 
certainly knows His will. For the Guru there is nothing outside 
the will of God. But this leads to determinism in ethics. The 
difficulty is paramount and we shall return to it later. 

1. The Koran by Palmer, p. 121. 
2. Pa.Ui likhi in G. G., under lettor P. 
3. S. R., III, p. 104, 



CHAPTER XII 
ETHICAL, AESTHETICAL AND POLITICAL ATTRIBUTES 

I 
Ethical Attributes of God 

" THE idea of a moral deity, the guardian of the moral order, 
is a human rather than cosmic conception, for divine ~orality 

1s a reflex of human ethic raised to its highest imaginable power ".1 

What we consider good and essential for the existence of human 
society is affirmed of God in an ideal form and those qualities 
of our moral character which we consider detrimental to our 
well-being are denied of Him. Then there are certain attributes 
of God of which He seems to be the sole possessor. The ethical 
names of God found in the Granth can be divided and sub
divided in the following way : 

!.-HUMAN ATTRIBUTES : 
(1) Affirmed of God-

A-Found in absolute perfection in God ; 
B-In general relation to man; 
C-In personal relation to man; 

(2) Denied of God, negatives names. 

II.-PURELY DIVINE 
I.--(1) A.-All qualities that man considers good are projected 

by him in his God in an absolute form. This may be so from 
the point of view of psychology, but religion teaches that these 
qualities proceed from God to man. He is absolutely Good. 
' There is none good but one, that is, God '.2 The little bit of 
goodness which we have comes from Him. He is, therefore, 
the origin, source, and the stock of Virtue. All qualities are found 
in Him in perfection. 

What about evil and pain? As in the Bible so in the Granth 
God is made responsible both for good and evil. It is particularly so 
in the teachings ,of the Old Testament. Christ too accepted the same 
Jewish idea and says-' Lead us not into temptation'. St. James 
came with some modification : Let no man say when he is tempted, 
he is tempted of God ', for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man'. In the case of the Guru although 

---·- ----··-------- ----
l. A. 0. G. 
2. St. Mathew-N. T., 17: 29. 
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God is the Lord of every thing, yet the idea of evil is present 
only at a stage when man is as yet in darkness. Many prayers 
are offered to God in the Granth to save His devotee from the 
pitfalls of sin, but as soon as man gets nearer the fountain of 
light, all idea of evil vanishes. In fact there is no idea of a 
suffering God in Sikhism. " The idea of a suffering God was 
alien to the highest Greek thought on the divine nature in all 
periods of Greek speculation, most alien to the later Stoics, who 
would not even include compassionateness among the divine attri
butes ; it was alien to the Judaic tradition and to Islam ; it was 
a stumbling block to many of the earlier Christian converts ". 1 

The view quoted here about the absence of the idea of a suffering 
God among the Jews may not be strictly correct, but certainly 
it was not so pronounced as among the later Christians. Accord
ing to some interpretations God among the Hindus too is said 
to have undergone a sacrifice in creating the world. This, according 
to them, is the origin of belief in the Yagya (Yajna) ceremony. 
In a system like Vedanta and Sikhism, where God is all in all, 
the idea of evil is simply illusory. It is relatively real for a 
man at lower levels of spiritual development. As soon as one 
begins to have divine knowledge, the evil is on its way to extinc-

tion. So that God is all good. 
He (God) is Dukhlath-in whom there is no pain and suffering. 

He is all bliss and pleasure-Sukh, He is the ocean, the mine, 
the treasure of perfect happiness and blissfulness-Sukh Sagar, 
Sagal Sukh Sagar, and Sukh Gaini. That is why He can bestow 
pleasures on men and as such He is Sukh Dai and Sukh Data. 
The stage of this blissfulness is Sahaj and, therefore, God is also 
named Sahaj. There is no up and down or increase or decrease 
in His good qualities, and, therefore, He is Puran and Sampuran 
-perfectly perfect. He is the ocean and mine of good qualities 
and the embodiment of virtue-Guntas, Gunigahir and Guninidhan 
With pleasure and blissfulness are associated the qualities of 
coolness and calmness and God is, therefore, Sita! and Sil want. 
He is cheerful and happy-Nihal, Parsann, Harakhwant, Rang 
Anand and Binodi. The sandal wood is a very common metaphor 
to express the coolness and sweet fragrance of a holy man and 
so of God too. He is hence named Chandan-Sandal. The 
necessary correlates of these qualities are attributes of sweetness, 
courtesy and humility in be-haviour and, therefore, God is Amrit, 

- -- ---

1. A. 0. G., P. 146. 
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Mithbolara and Nimribhut. We also saw that God is Truth
Sachu. The classical name to express the combination of the qualities 
of Truth, Consciousness and Happiness, especially in Vedanta 
literature is Satchitanand (Sacchidanand). The Guru uses the 
word in the same old · sense, but in Punjabi its construction is · 
Sachdanand. These qualitative names should not make us think 
that God is good, cheerful, happy and blissful like man. Ma·n's 
qualities imply limitation and are conceived as good because of 
their opposites. Not so with God. The Guru, therefore, calls 
Him Dukh-Sukh-Rahit or Atit, that is He is above such opposites 
because He is Bibeki. 

B.-The chief and perhaps the most primitive interest of man 
in God is to seek protection in distress, to appeal to helping 
God in his failures and to expect some favours from Him m 
the course of man's struggle for life. In distress and danger God 
is conceived to be a protector-Sahai. Says Nanak in Rag Gauri: · 

A., a herdsman guardeth and keepeth watch over his cattle, 

So God day and night cherisheth and guardeth man and 
keepeth him in happiness. 

0 Thou compassionate to the poor, I seek Thy protectioi1; 
look on me with favours. 

God is Gharib Niwaz·-nourisher of the poor, Din Dard
sympathiser of the lowly, Din Bandhap and Din Dayal-kind to 
the helpless, Anatha Nath-lord of the unprotected, Nithawiari 
Thaun-refuge of the refugcless etc. We expect Him to help 
us because He is kind and merciful-Dayal, Karim, Rahim, Mehar
ban, Karnamai, Rabb, Rakha, Dayyi, and Kirpanidh. He is con
sidered to have bestowed on us all favours and gifts of mind 
and body and is, therefore, named Jio-pind-data. On account of 
His charitable disposition and generosity, He is Dani, Data, Datar, 
Dihand. He gives all that we want : Sarah Thok ka Data, 
fulfils all our desires-Icha Purak, Man lchha Dan Karanang. 
We pray to Him when we are in pain, because He is 
Dukh Bhanjan-remover of pain. He has imposed on us certain 
duties, the chief of which is to develop to perfection all the 
moral qualities which we share with God. He is a good accountant 
and knows all that we intend and do. He will deal with us 
justly. As an accountant, He is Bania and as a dispensar of 
justice He is Adli and Pura Niain-perfectly just. 
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Ethical development becomes impossible unless God's justice 
also implies punishment. The idea of the Guru here differs both 
from the Hindus and the Muhammadans. The Hindu law of 
Karma is so strict that there is no scope for a forgiving God. 
Repentance has no meaning in the terms of this law. "God can
not forgive the criminal even when he repents ".1 Quite opposed 
to this is the Muslim belief that God forgives even without 
repentance. The Guru chose the midway position. He believes 
that a sincere repentance and prayer change the whole character 
of man. The accumulated effect of the evil deeds of the past 
is washed away. God is pleased and, therefore, forgives a sincere 
repentant devotee. God does not degrade man on account of 
his evil deeds. He does not humiliate as a heartless and revengefuJ 
man will do-' Khajjal Nahin Karda '. He is rather our Olah, in 
whom we can confide our secrets, can trust our honour and 
to whom we can tell all our weaknesses, because He is ' Paij 
Rakhanhar '-maintains the honour of His devotees. That is His 
Bird-self imposed task. On ·-account of these forgiving qualities 
He is named Bakhshind-forgiver. Thus from physical needs and 
primitive wants when man reaches a religion of ethics and morality 
God is made just, not revengefully just but forgiving. 

The generous, forgiving and helping nature of God has been 
expressed by different names. He is Nistaranhar or Taranhar
one who helps us in swimming across the ocean of this world, 
Pattit Pawan-one who makes the fallen or impure ones pure 
and holy. He guides the misled-Bhulian De Samjhai. He loves 
His people-Bhagt Watsal. 

C.-Anthropology traces the origin of the belief in the existence 
of God from man's personal or blood relations. The love of God 

has been expressed in the metaphors of these personal relations. 
The man who is emotionally alive cannot conceive God as in
different as the Epicureans thought Him to be. God interests 
Himself in the affairs of men like a grandfather or a father. The 
first name used by the Guru in what I call God in personal 
relation to man is Baba-the grandfather. The God of the primitive 
and savage people, says A. Lang, was also an all-father God.2 
He is Pita as father and Mata as mother. The Guru tried to 
express love which God bears towards man in all conceivable 

1. E. R. E. 
2. An IdeaUst View of Life, p. 888. 
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relations. The Freudians say that no attachment is greater than 
sex attachment. God as grandfather, father and mother may have 
love combined with respect and reverence and perhaps fear too, 
but from the Indian point of view the attachment of a wife to a 
husband is incomparable; therefore God is Husband and men 
are His wives. He is thus called Kant, Bhatar, Khasam, Dulah 
and Bharta-all meaning a husband. The idea of respect and 
reverence is still present because for an Indian wife the husband 
is an object of great respect. We next come to some relations 
which express man's equality i11 relationship with God. As such 
God is brother-Bharata, Bhai and friend-Mitar. 

This I take to be one of the chief contributions of the Guru 
in the concept of God. The Guru's idea of a friendly God may 
not be new. God was Mitra-friend in the Hindu literature. 1 

The Guru also calls Him Mitra, Sangi, Sathiara, Sajjan and 
Sakha. But the emphasis which the Guru lays on the idea of 
friendship with God and His friendliness towards man was never 
felt before. When he expounds the friendly relation between 
God and man he makes them so close and intimate that orie is 
absolutely in the bosom of the other. The Latin poet, Statius 
is said to have expressed his opinion that it was fear which first 
made gods in the world. That fear is absolutely removed when 
God is made the Yar or the Yarara of man. Yar is an intimate 
bosom friend and Yarara implies extreme love and equality. God 
cannot be in a nearer relation to man than as Yar or Yarara. 
He is Pri, Piara, Pritam and Pirgha-all conveying the sense of 
a beloved. "Tell the dear Friend-Yarara, the condition of ones 
away from Him. All means of luxury or sources of comfort 
are for them causes of torture and pain : soft blankets : i1 disease, 
mansions as dwelling with serpents, goblets : stakes of torture, 
cups: daggers and your indifference to us is like what animals 
suffer from butchers. Without that Yarara towns are furnaces ".2 

Can an impersonal God have such relations ? When the Guru 
becomes metaphysical-minded he divests God of all such attach
ments. "He hath no father, mother, or brother, no son or grand
son. He hath no friend, no enemy, no father, no mother ; 
He hath no worldly love, no house, no desire, no home; He 
hath no son, no friend, no enemy, no wife ".3 

-------------------~------- ----- ----

1. Light of Truth, p. 8. 
2. D. G., Tile.ng KR.fi, p. 711. 
3, S. R., V, p. 76. 
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(2) NEGATIVE NAMES: ATTRIBUTES DENIED OF Goo· 

God being above human experience is supposed to be free 
from those defects which the experience of a finite being involves. 
Although God is not different or separate· from man and the 
world, yet He in His pure form is not subject to the same 
limitations or what the modern moralists call the element of 
self-negation, which He in the process of worldly manifestation 
seems to have taken upon Himself. It is a paradoxical statement 
but that is how it. stands. The element of evil, pain or suffering 
which is present in the world and is so commonly experienced 
by man in his life is denied of God. From different points of 
view different attributive names were used by the Guru. The 
theory of three Gunas is well known in Hindu philosophy. 
Kapila made a special use of it in his Sankhya System. These 
Gunas are Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, in Punjabi known as_: Sato, 
Raja, and Tamo. Sattva 'is potential consciousness, causing 
pleasure', Rajas is 'the source of all activity and produces pain ·, 
and ' the third is Tamas, that which resists activity and produces 
+:he state of apathy or indifference '.1 The Guru denies all these 
Gunas in the real nature of God. He is Tirgunatit. The Arabic 
word - ' Tama ' means greed and the Guru says that God has not 
even a smallest particle of it-Till Na Tamai. We eat but God 
does not-Nirahari; we have faults but God is faultless-Be Aib; 
we are dependent but He is independent-Be Muhtaj, Ghani ; 
we fear but He is fearless-Nirbhau ; 2 we have enmity and God 
is without it-Nirwair; and similarly He is Nihsang-desireless 
or without Moh-attachment; Nihkantak-without pain ; Nirmal 
-without impurity; Be Parwah-without cares; Abhul-infallible; 
Adol-does not waver, and Achhal-cannot be deceived.3 

II.-PURELY DIVINE ATTRIBUTES 

As far as I have been able to understand there is no attribute 
or quality in God which according to the Guru cannot, in however 
a small degree, be found in man at the stage of his highest 
development. It is consistent with the Guru's general concept 
of reality. God and the individual soul stand to each other as 

1. I. P., II, p. 263. 

2. There is n very interestini; account of tho universal prevalence of fear 
in a hymn of the Fifth Guru in S. R., Ill, pp. 98-94. 

3. C~.°1i~Efrnsti-ian Idea-" All viewing Lorcl cannot !Ji, deceived " 
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fire and spark. There is a difference of degree and not of kind. 
Certainly there are some characteristics of divinity which though· 
shared by man are not found in God because of man. Thus 
for instance the fatherhood of God and the quality of mercifulness 
in Him would be inconceivable apart from man and the world. 
These are what the Guru calls the Kirtam names of God. The 
essential characteristics of Godhead are Truth, Light or holiness 
and purity. God is Pawitar, Ptmit, Pawan and Pak-holy and 
pure. He is Nihkewal-most certainly holy. Such names have 
also been used in the Granth for saints and spiritually alive 
people. This shows that God, saints, even ordinary men and the 
world are in the same line of purity, truth and holiness. God 
is at the highest end and perhaps stone is at the lowest. But the 
position of God is unique. He is Nirala-extraordinary. He. is 
all Truth-Sarbang Sacha and all Light-Parkash, Raghurai, Dev, 
and Guru or Sat Guru. As such He is the only one-Kewal. 

II 

Aesthetical Attributes 

If · aeHhetic idealism · was suggested as a name to be given 
to the system of thought of the Guru, I would like to consider 
it for acceptance. The way that the Guru suggests for com
munion with God is through aesthetic appreciation of His workings. 
Aesthetic attributes of divinity are very prominent in the Guru's 
idea of godhead. The presence of beauty in nature led the Guru 
to the concept of an Artist God. "Certainly", writes 1 E. F. 
Carritt, " those who reflect on the experience of beauty arc 
apt, like Wordsworth or Ruskin, to find an added joy in the 
thought that in the violet and the mountain sunrise, bird song 
and music of the spheres, what speaks to our heart and rouses 
there such feeling echoes, is it.self a heart, though not the heart 
of any fellow artist ". This is rather a new concept of God. 

• The attribute of beauty had not much value for the Jewish 
religious imagination and we are not sure what the Psalmist 
exactly meant when he exclaimed • Out of Zion hath God appeared 
in perfect beauty '. There is no prominence of the idea of beauty 
as a divine attribute in the Egyptian religion, except in the worship 
of the material divine sun; nor as far as I am aware in Moslemism, 
nor in Mesopotamian or Vedic polytheism. The association of 
the idrn of beauty with the religious sphere, encouraged by the 
----------~-------------------

1. 'l'hEI Theory of Beauiy, p. 294. 
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strong anthropomorphism of the Hellenes and by their unique 
artistic faculty and enthusiasm, was a distinctive feature of Greek 
philosophy, and especially the Platonic and Neo-platonic, reappearing 
at a later period in the religious theory of the Cambridge Plato
nists'.1 The aesthetic element in religion is not a foreign, a super
human or sub-human factor. The aesthetic and religious are insepar
ably combined in human nature. The origin of art, in fact, as 
the Italian artist A. Della Seta says, lies in religion. He goes 
so far to say that " Art will never arise and develop among men 
unless it has foundation in religion.3 

Inspite of the fusion of aesthetic and religious instincts in 
man aesthetics as a part of monotheistic religion had rarely appeared 
in the history of human thought. The emphasis and the stress 
which the Guru lays on the aesthetic side of our emotions does 
not exist in any othe~ theological system ; but never have such 
teachings of a religious prophet been so indifferently and super
ficially taken up by his followers as is done by the Sikhs. In 
part circumstances are also to be blamed which have made the 
Sikhs more soldierly. But the God of the Sikhs is not only martial; 
He is also a Being who gives complete aesthetic satisfaction. He 
is Beautiful : beautiful in form and appearance, beautiful in voice 
and sound, and beautiful in movement. He is beautiful in all 
respects. As beautiful in form, God is the source of all beauty 
manifested in the world. His beauty of voice gave poetry and music 
to a man. Schopenhauer said that ' Music is the archetypal 
rhythm of Nature and the Universe, which by means of this 
art breaks through into the world of secondary existence '.3 God's 
beauty of movement is the source of all rhythm and uniformity 
in the events and laws of nature. Rhythmical movement of our 
arms and legs in dancing are the expression of the same universal 
rhythm. In appearance the beauty of the features of God has 
already been described, but the beauty of His form on the whole 
is expressed by names like Sundar-beautiful, Manmohan or Mano
ramnang-one whose beauty allures the heart, Jagmohan-whose 
beauty allures the whole world, Nadnot-whose beauty pleases 
the eyes, Husnul Wajuh-of beautiful face or body, Rura and 
Sohna also mean the same thing. These attributes have got clear 

1. A. 0. G., p. 211. 
2. Religion & Art, p. 85. 

8. Quoted in ' A History of Aesthetics ' by B. :Sosanquet, p, 822. 



·11s 

·reference to physical beauty. Metaphorically He is the Lamp of 
Beauty-Husanul Charag. The beauty of His voice is expressed 
by describing Hirn as Git Gite-the song sung by whom is the 
best of all songs, Tan Tane-His music is the best of all musics, 
Nad Nade-His rhythmical sound is best of all such sounds. He 
is also the best of all the dancers of the world-Nirt Nirte-His 
dance and acting are super-fine. To such a God the Guru bows 
down every rnoment. 1 As such He is Choji, who does wonderful 
things and, therefore, Ascharj and Bidani-extraordinary and unique. 
When we meditate upon such a Being and His manifestation the 
emotional expression in words is like Wonderful Lord-W ahiguru. 
This aesthetic appreciation of God's workings has been described 
by the Guru in repeated Wahu. Wahu-Wonderful, Wonderful and 
Khub, Khub-Beautiful in many passages of the Granth especially 
in Gujri Ki War and Swayyas.2 

III 
Political Attributes 

What I call the political attributes are the names of God 
which are in one way or the other associated with our govern
mental systems. The basis of all these attributes is power, civil 
or military. The Guru uses both kinds of names for God. The 
origin of this idea seems to be semitic rather than Aryan. 
religions scarcely give any political attributes of the deity. 

1. D.G, Jap. 

-2. G G., pp. 511-15, Gujri ki \Var, Mahala lll: 

Aryan 
'The 

1.-(a) Nan11k Wahn \Vahn kartia Prahh paiii karmi prahati hoi. Siok 
XIV. 

(b) ·wuhu \Vahu kartie. 1rn.<la ana!!d howni meri mai. Siok XV. 
(cl \Viihn \Vuhu tisno akhini ji sabh mahi rnhia snmai. Siok XVI. 
ld) Wahn kartin me.n nirmal howai haumn.i wichhu jai. Siok XVII. 
(e) \Viihu wahu hirrlai nchra mukhhu bhi wahn wahn karen. ibid. 

Nn.nak wiihu wnhn J·o nrnni chiti karc tis jam kankar ner na iiwRi. 
Ibid. - . 

Cf) ·wahu Wiihn we parwahn hai Wahn wiihn kare so l1oi. Siok 
XVIII. 

II.-G. G., pp. 1-i0l-1408-SwnyyRs: 
(a) Sn.ti siichn sri niwns a<li purkhu 

Sada tuhi \Vahignrn, \Vn.higuru, W11.higurn WRhi jio. 1-G. 
(I) Sewek kai bhn.rpur jugn jugn \V:ahigu_ru Tera a~bh sadka, 

Nirankar PrRbh sadu. s1tlamnt.1 k11.l11 nn ank1u kon tu kaclka. 
1-11. 

(c) Gurmukhi sangati sahhni bichirhu Wiihu wiihu lia hadii tiimiisa. 
2-12. -
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Zarthustrian religion was wholly inspired according to its own 
credentials by Ahura Mazdah. but it had no concern at all with 
political life. Nor in the rich and varied religious literature of 
Vedic India, where so many aspects of the deities are so im
pressively presented, do we find any recognition of them as political 
powers, or as the source of wise state-council, or any figure 
corresponding to Zeus of the city or Athena of the council 
chamber. The religious imagination of India, profound, vague and 
metaphysical as it was, had no concern with social institutions '.1 

At the time when the Gurus wrote their hymns,· big monarchs 
ruled over great empires. Naturally the pomp and show of 
those monarchs inspired the Guru to elevate his God in similar 
terms. ' The magnificence of the earthly court was transferred 
to the celestial ; the unapproachable majesty of the king was 
translated into the ineffable majesty of God ; the hopeful belief of 
the people in the benevolence of the king as the shepherd of 
his people may have assisted the growth of the conviction that 
benevolence and compassionateness were essential traits of the 
King of Kings. 

The Guru named God Raja-a ruler ; Rajan Raja-ruler of 
rulers ; Shah, Sultan, Mian, Patshah-king : Shahan Shah-Emperor. 
The Guru saw before his eyes kinis defeating other kings and 
thus devouring their empires. This led the Guru to say that 
God was a True King-Sacha Patshah and His empire was ever
lasting-Nihchal Raj. ' My Lord is perfect, His throne is secure
God's palace is beautiful ; it is adorned with bright gems, rubies, 
pearls, diamonds ; it is surrounded by a golden fortress and is 
an abode of pleasure.2 His government is true-Sachi Sarkar: 

He is Lord of canopy-Chhatarpat ; He is of great splendour 
and glory-Partapi. He is a high sovereign of a very high court
At Ucha Taka Darbara. 

With Guru Gobind Singh the social i<lea of God was very 
much crystalised. God was the highest as well as the lowest 
member of society. He was king of kings-Rajan Raj and also 
poorest of the poor-Rankan Rank. Even before the Tenth Guru 
the socialised concept of God was present. Bhai Gurdas, th 
first theologian of the _ Sikhs, in the days of the Fifth Guru wrote 
that one Sikh was an individual, two make up a community and 

1. A. 0. G., p. 189. 
2. S. R., I, p. 262. 
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five constitute God. That is a very revolutionary idea and hai 
not yet been fully appreciated even by the Sikhs. The same idea 
culminated in the Kf1alsa. The community of the pure and the 
elect ones became the Guru and also God. But God will be 
realised when no discordant element will be left-Aki Rahe 'N.a Koi, 
the Truthful and the Pure will be Supreme-Raj Karega Khalsa. 
Thus from the aristocracy of kingship, God is brought down to 
the level of the poorest members of the society and in the 
end is identified with an organised community of the Khalsa
the elect and divine. 

The idea of a martial God comes along with the idea of a 
saviour God. If He is to be protector-Rakha, He must be brave 
and courageous-Bir and Dilawar, the best hero-Chhattrang 

Chhattri. As such there could be no body whom he could not 
defeat or destroy. Therefore He became all-conquering-Sarc.b 
Jitang and destroyer of enemies-Sattrang Pranasi. But the origin 
of a martial God in Sikhism is not so much in the concept of 
a saviour God. His Will is all-powerful and He does not require 
to fight with weapons against undesirable elements. The manial 

-attributes of God were, in fact, the outcome of Guru Gobind 
Singh's special need for military' and war. Such a God is a 
warrior's God and a hero's deity.1 When other means fail, God makes 
use of His power and the best symbol of power is the sword. 
Sword and other military weapons symbolise divine power in Guru 
Gobind Singh's writings. First of all God is represented as hading 
a sword in His hand or placing it on His banner. As such 
He is named: Asipan, Asidhuj, Asiketu, Kharagketu, Astarpane 
and Astarmane. Later on the sword becomes a deity and we 
have something like a cult of weapon-worship in Shastar Nam 
Mala.2 God becomes all-steel-Sarah Loh or sword-Bhagauti.' 
The sword is made the prime cause of the world and is made 
responsible for its creation and sustenance.• It has also been 
stated that in the process of creation the first thing was a double 

1. Cf. A.O. G., pp. 166-1£>9, 
2. D. G., p. 717. 
3, Pakhian Charitra, D. G., p. 809. 

4. D. G., p. 39, Bachitra Natak: 
Khag khnnd bihnndam~ khnl dal khnnd11ng ati rnt;i mandong .1Jarband11na, 

············ 
Jai jai jag karai:i srisht ubarat;i_ 
Mam prati piirai:i jai tegang 

············ ············ 
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edged sword.1 The underlying idea of all these names is Power. 
Creation is activity or the expression of the conative disposition 
of God and there is no activity which is not also the expres
sion of power. Some people expressed this power of God by 
making Him four-armed or many-armed and some made weapons 
the symbols of the martial potentiality of God.2 

Before concluding this section of the attributive names of 
God I would like to mention some names which either belong 
to the Vedic religion of nature-worship or to the mythology 
of the Hindu Puranas. The Guru used all such names for one 
Supreme God. To the former kind belong names like Indra, Rudra, 
Ravind, Bhan (moon) or Bhan Bhane (the moon of moons), 
Suraj (sun) or Suraj Suraje (The sun of suns) etc. To the 

. latter class belong the names like Bawan Rup, Brah, Gajpati, 
Narsingh, Kuram, Machh, Kachh, Chhatarbhuj, Kamlakant, Lakshmi
bar, Charcharan, Aspatipir, Chakardhar, and Chakarpane etc. 

Such are the multifarious attributes of God revealed in the 
Sikh scriptures. The human concept of God, as the history of 
the word GOD shows, is a regular process of development. The 
concept of God develops not only in the history of d.ces but 
also in the history of the same individual. Man's God differs with 
different mental levels of the same individual and with his 
different outlooks on life determined by different circumstances. 
This is to what the above discussion leads. The Guru's main 
attribute, which he calls the real attribute, is that which 
expresses ' the all pervasive changeless reality which is one'. 
That is Sat Nam. All other attributes, he says, are ' Kirtam ' 
functional and anthropomorphic.3 They are human concepts 
and, therefore, can never be final. They are from the world 
of appearances and are, therefore, phenomenal : Kirtam N_am 
Kathe 'Tere Jihba: Sat Nam' Tera Para Purbala. Man-made 
names of God are not illusory or false as some would seem 
to suppose. Man is . a part of God, though a limited and a 
finite one. The attributes of God conceived by man proceed 
from the original source-God, but they cannot be totally ex-

t. D G., p. 119, Wo.r 8ribhnganti Ji Ki, P1111ri: 
Kha!}da prithmf\i saj kn.i jin snbh snrn:iar npiiiii ; 
.......................... Kini terii ii!!t no. paia : 2, 

2. Cf. Sword as the Symbolic WP.apon of the Teutonic War God Zin Tyr 
among the S1Lxons, E. R. E.; also the Eg:nitio.n \Vorship of \Var• 
elements. 

8. G G. Ro.g :Miiru, p. 1081. 
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haustive like the logical character of a whole. No name can com
prehend the entire nature of God. 

The distinctive contribution of the Guru towards the concept 
f 

of God from the modern critic's point of view is two-fold: 

the socialisd nature of God and the aesthetic notion of the 
deity. God is Sat, Suhan-True and Beautiful. Both the ideas 
go together. As Professor A N. Whitehead says,1 ' Truth matters 
because of beauty·. But in the system of the Guru these two 
concepts do mot merely belong to the realm of 'appearance'. 
Although derived froni the experience of the Becoming, they are 
metaphysical concepts expressing the ultimate Reality. Being in 
its process of Becoming is on its way to Being. In the realm 
of Becoming we have less or more of truth and bea~1ty, but 
in Being all is perfectly perfect. That perfection will be mani
fested here in this world in the organisation of the ' elect souls·-
the Khalsa, in a harmonious unity. Social God or perhaps more 
correctly the socialised God is a poor name. At the farthe~t 
end it will be 'many' in 'one '-a single reality-Sat Nam. 

1. Adventures of Idea.•, p. 1:144 • 

• 



CHAPTER XIII 

COSMOLOGY 

W E learn b~th from the Granth and Bhai Gurdas that there 
was a time when this cosmos did not exist. Nanak says 

in Rag Maru: 

In the beginning there was indescribable darkness ; 
There was no earth or heaven, naught but God's unequalled 

being. 
There was not a day or night, or moon or sun ; God was 

alone in a meditative mood ; 
There were no sources of life, voices or wind or water ; 
Neither creation nor destruction, nor coming nor going . 
... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
There was no Brahma, Vishnu or Siva ; 
No one existed but the One God.1 

It is a long hymn and further in one of the lines, the Guru 
denies the existence of any kind of knowledge or meditation etc.2 

The whole idea characteristically resembles with the theory of 
the Nasadiya hymn of the Rig Veda,3 which according to Sir 
Radhakrishnan represents the idea of creation of the Vedic mind 
when it had reached the monotheistic level.' The state of pre
creation in Christianity and other western religions is also described 
in similar terms. " And the earth was without form and void 

1. Thus Sp,,ke NanaT, b_v :-;ir Jogendrn Singh. 

2. G. G., p. 1034, .llarn l\l,dinla ! : 
Arbad narbad dhu!)dii kara, 

Dhar,:i na gagna hukm aparn. 1. 

Karm clharm nnhi ?lfn_yn miikhi. 8. 

·················· •··••·•············ ······ 

--- ---------

• 

Na tadi Gyan clhinn kul opnti, nii ko gr,\1t gn,:iaida. 9 

Blian na l.Jhakti na Siv Sh kti. 12 . 

...... ........................... ·········· .. . 
Bed kateb nil Smrti Sasat, 

P11ili Pura,:i Udai n11hi iisat. 13. 

Nanak sachi mto bisn fdi lii~1u blwe gu,:i gilinda, 16-8-16. 
3. X-1:?9. 
1, I. f ., J, p. 100, 
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and darkness was upon the face of the deep ".1 "David asked 
of God, ' 0 Lord; where wert Thou before creation '. • I was 
a hidden treasure, I loved to be known and created the world 
to be known'. The Prophet was asked by one Abizarara, • where 
was God before cn!ation? • The answer was, • He was in a cloud, 
above which there was no air and below which there was no 
air '.2 Similar is the Chinese conception of the Great Tao, the 
state of Being before creation.3 

The idea of the world once being non-existent and then its 
having been created at a certain point of time is said to have 
some philosophical difficulties. • There is a contradiction', writes 
Galloway, • in the idea of a Deity quiescent for ages and then, 
late in time, suddenly stimulated to create a world. If the creation 
ot the world is a good, then God for ages must have been con
tent with a lesser, when it was in His power to produce a greater 
good. Or, if not content, then though he desired the greater 
good, his will must have been inadequate to its achievement. Neither 
view is consistent with the J)ivine Nature. In short, what co~
ceivable reason for creation coulc.I become operative at• a point 
in time which was not operative from the first? To the~e 
criticisms no satisfactory answer 1s possible.' He goes on further 

to explain the difficulty by saying that the problem has hem 

wrongly stated. • God is prior to the wbrld in a logical rather 
than iP. a temporal sense'. However faulty the idea may be, 
the Guru ddinitely says that for countless ages there was no 
creation and God was alone in an extreme form of meditation.• 
The Guru seems to think that the world and its creation and 
the idea of time may be of any importance for man and the 
finite being~. A few hours life- for a germ may Jook, if it has 
at all any sense of duration, longer than a hundred years life 
is for a man. For the latter the life of the former has no 
significance from the point of view of duration. Our notions are 
all relative. For God, this creation, this what we call countless 

ages ~£ ti~e·-~~~y. e~en_be _ less_ than _a_1:~~nklinJ_of_~~-_:~·-!o: __ 

1. (hrnesis-2, 
2. Islamic Sufism. fl, 12~-
:J. Cf. Philosophy. XU, No. 45. 

4_ G. G. p. 227, l\Juru Mahaln. I: 

Keto jn~ wni"t p;nharni, 

TRri liii !!.par apiira1, 

J)I 
· J ka-r Niralam baitha na tadi dhendh pasara he. 

lll!}f II - -
1. 16-17. 
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Him to be with world or without it does not make much difference. 
No idea of less or more, or good or bad is implied in His will 
to create or not to create. 

From the state of pre-creation we come to creation itself. 
The presence of animate and inanimate objlcts and their mutual 
differences have led to some different theories about the process 
of creation. To some matter and soul look so antagonistic that 
both of them cannot proceed from the same source. The Sankhya 
theory is as well known in India as Cartesian dualism is in the 
West. Purkha (Purusa) and Prakrti are both eternal and one 
is as ·helpless as the other to create the world of its own accord. 
God constructed the world out of material which already existed, 
working after the fashion of a human architect. Such theories 
make matter co-eternal with God. The Guru emphatically denies 
the existence of any such external element beside God. Nor does 
he favour the idea of creation out of nothing. He believes in 
the creation of the world by Divine Will-Hukam. When this 
Will began to work and how it 'Works, the Guru says, all this 
is known• to God. The time, day, date, month, season and year, 
when this world was made is not known to anybody. One who 
crea~d it only He knows. 1 ' There is, indeed, no way in which 
we can represent to ourselves the process by which the Supreme 
Will brings things into being. ' z The world appears under 
God's Supreme Will, but the nature of that Will cannot be 
described.3 

Inspite of the helplessness of man's understanding of the 
actual working of God's Will, there are hints here and there in the 
Sikh scriptures which give some idea what the Guru -thought of 
the process of construction and destruction of the cosmos. We 
have to understand the Guru's idea in relation to the various 
theories of the Hindu thinkers about the formation of the world. 
I reproduce here a passage from B. G. Tilak's Gita Rahasya which 

more or less summarises the chief Hindu views on the subject. 
' The Sankhyas say that as soon as Matter is united with Spirit, 
its minting starts; and just as in spring, trees get foliage and 
after that, leaves, flowers and fruits follow one after the other.4 

1. Jn. Karta Sristhi kau Siiji ape jai:ini soi-XXI Japuji. 
2. Galloway, Philosophy of Religion. 
3. Japuji. 
4. Mn. Bha. San, 231, 73 ; and :MA.nu 1 : 30, 
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so also. is the fundamental equable state of matter disrupted, and 
its constituents begin to spread out. On the other hand in the 
Veda-Samhita, the Upanisads, and the Smrti texts, the Para
brahman is looked upon as fundamental instead of matter, and 
diff~rent descriptions are found in those books about the creation 
of the cosmos from that Parabrahman (Highest Brahman), namely 
that: ' hiranyagarbah samavartagre bhutasya jatah patir eka asita ', 
i.e., 'the Golden egg first came into existence ',1 and from this 
Golden Egg, from Truth, the whole world was creai:ed ; 2 or first 
water was created 3 and from that water, the cosmos ; or that 
when in this water an egg had come into existence, the Brah
madeva was born out of it, and either from this Brahmadeva 
.or from the original egg, the entire world was later on created; 
or that the same Brahmadeva (male) was turned, as to half cf 

him, into a females or that Brahmadeva was a male before wat~r 
came into existence 6 or that from the Parabrahman only thr;Je . 
elements were created, namely, brilliance, water and the earth 
(food), and that later on, all things were created as a resu1~ of 
the intermixture of the three.7 Nevertheless, there is a c1¢ar 
conclusion in the Vedanta-Sutras,6 that the five primordial elements 
namely, Ether (akasa) etc., came into existence in their respective 
order from the fundamental Brahman in the shape of the Atman 9 

and there are clear references in the Upanisads to Prakrti, mahat, 
and other elements, e.g., see Katha (3.11), Maitrayani (6.10), Svetas

vatara (4.10; 6.16) etc. From tbis it can be seen that though 
according to Vedanta philosophy, Matter is not independent, yet 
after the stage when a transformation makes its appearance in the 
Pure Brahman in the shape of an illusory Prakrti, there is an agree
ment between that philosophy and the Sankhya philosophy I · 

The terminology of Sankhya and Vedanta cosmology occurs 
in the Granth and there are also references to other theories 
mentioned above.- No detail~d sc~eme has been put forward by 

1. Hig. 10-121-1, 

2. Hig. 10.72 ; 16.190. 

I
r 10 s·)-6 · 'J',Li. Ilrn.. l 1--3-7; Ai. U. 1-1-:?. 3. .\.10' - ;,J 

1 "' 

Al:~n-l-8-18; Chan. fl-Iq. 4
· 1 4 3. ;\lann. 1-32. 

5. Br. - - • 
6. Katha, 4-6. 
7. Chn.n. G-26. 
8. 2-3-3-15, 

9. 4-2 1. 
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the Guru, but we can make out a system from what he has 
said at· different places. First of all we have to find out to what 
particular theory he makes a_ clear reference. One of the probable 
views is that God uttered His word and the whole world with 
all that we see appeared all at once. A line in Japuji: Kita 
Pasau Eko Kawao is quoted to support this view. This IS a 

wrong interpretation. Pasau does not mean a sudden creation. 
Pasau is from Pasarna: to expand, to spread or to evolve. 1 

Kawaa means Word, but 1t does not mean an order for 
sudden appearance of the world. As I shall explain below, the 
Word is Will which is the cause of all the· manifestation what 
we call • worlq · or the cosmos. Moreover the view of sudden 
appearance of the world is in contradiction with the Guru's ideas 
expressed els~where. For instance Nanak, says in Bararnahan Rag 
Tukhari: The Formless One continueth His creation. Then in 
Rag Majh and Asa we find the Guru using the metaphor of a 
tree to illustrate the formtion of the world. To use a Western 
term it is something like the emergent evolution. It is neither 
emmnation, nor strictly evolution. As for the Indian name for the 
process the Guru calls it by the name of Udkarl2han. When 
the processs will revert, or when God's extended part will con
tract, then the whole world will turn back to its source and 
will merge into it. This process is known as Akarkhan.2 It is 
Sankhya theory in lower details but there is fundamental difference 
and important modification at the source. To distinguish between 
the Guru's scheme and that of the Vedanta and others, it would 
help us if the original theory of the Sankhya is outlined very 
briefly. The word Udkarkhan used by the Guru is infact the 

Sankhya idea in its origin and all other important terms of the 
same theory also occur in the Granth. 

The world evolves out of prakrti which works rather inde
pendently.3 • In the unmanifested condition, prakrti is but the 
union of opposites. When they are held together in a state of 
equilibrium there is no action.• The three gunes-sattva, rajas 
and tamas are inherent in prakrti. When the equilibrium of these 
gunas is disturbed the prakrti oegins to evolve under the influence 
of Purusa. ' Prakrti which contains within itself the possibilities 
of all things, develop into the apparatus of thought as well as 

1. Cf. G. G. K., P. 821. 
!l. Benati Chaupai, D. G. 
8. Cf. 1. P., II, pp. 266-277. 
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the object of thought.' Mahat or the Great, the cause of the 
whole universe is the first product of the evolution of Prakrti. 
It is the basis of the intelligence of the individual. While the 
term ' mahat ' brings out the cosmic aspect, buddhi, which is 
used as a synonym for it, refers to the psychological counterpart 
appertaining to each individual. Ahamkara (self-sense) or the 
principle of individuation, arises after buddhi. The three gunas 
can combine with infinite shades of difference and the result is 
the infinite varieties of objects or individuations. • The Gunas 
take three different courses of development from ahamkara accord
ing to which the latter is said to be sattvika, rajasa or tamasa. 
From ahamkara in its sattva aspect (Vaikarika) are derived the 
manas and the five organs of perception and the five of action, 
and from the same in its tamasa aspect (bhutadi) the five fine 
elements. The rajasa aspect ( taijasa) plays its part in both an.i 
is present in the results. From the tanmatras, or the five fine 
elements by a preponderance of tamasa, the five gross elements 
arise. In all these developments, though one of gunas may be 
predominant, the others are also present, perform their functions 
and help. indirectly the evolution of the products.' The five 
organs of perception are the five sense-organs of modern psychology. 
The five fine elements are the counterpart of the five senses. 
Thus there are twenty five elements in all. According to the Advaita 
Vedanta the only reality is Brahman and all else is an illusory 
manifestation. When Brahman becomes associated with Maya, 
it becomes Isvara i.e., the inferior form of Brahman. At this 
stage prakrtim, buddhi, ahamkara and five tanmatras are regarded 
as relatively fundamental elements. The remaining sixteen are 
merely vikaras-evolutcs and arc not looked upon of any funda
mental nature. 

I ffavc been able to gather from the hymns of the Guru, 
a process of creation which is as follows: The fundamental 
reality is God in its Aphur-transcrndcntal conscious state. The 
word Aphur needs a little explanation. It is not Sunya-nothing
ness ; it is that state of consciousness in which there is no knowing, 
feeling or willing, nothing what we call consciousness in the terms 
of present-day psychology. That is the only fundamental clement 
accorqing to the Guru-Aphur Brahman. Similar ideas were expres
sed by some of the German mystics who accidentally flourished 
~lmost at the same time whef! the Gurus w~r~ ~arrying on their 
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m1ss1on m India. For instance Jacob Bohme (1575-1624) held: 
" At the beginning of the first development God is will without 
object, eternal quietude and _rest, unqualified groundlessness without 
determinate volition," 1 From that Aphur state sometimes when
ever God pleases, He wills. This willing is the Hukam stage 
of God. It is God but not Aphur God. His willing is activity. 
As Lessing said : His thoughts are actualities.·. As so~m as willing 
appears, individuation results. This the Guru calls Haumai:..egoism 
or individuation. This becomes the cause of the whole material 
and mental world. Maya and A vidya and the three gunas are 
all included in the concept of Haumai. Matter or prakrti have 
no fundamental existence independent of God. The order of the 
Sankhya or the Vedanta is here reversed. Haumai or individu
ation does not succeed prakrti, but it precedes it. The priority 
of Haumai is logical and not temporal, because the contents of 
Haumai are all material and mental clements. The three gunas 
work in Haumai and cause all kinds of creation. This Haumai 
proceeding from the will of God may be called in Kant's termi
nology 'Intellective Intuition', Understood in this light the Guru's 
God is transcendent as Aphur and immanent as Saphur.2 Thus 
Saphur God is will or Hukam and is the source of whole creation. 
The Hukam takes the form of Law and order in the universe. 
There are laws more general or less general, the laws of science 
and the laws· of Nature all proceed from the Divine Word.3 Thus 
under these laws things appear or disappear and we call it construc
tion or destruction. It is all illusion in the sense that strictly 
speaking the ultimate reality remains one, and the same. 

B. G. Tilak in his Gita has given three tables of cosmological 
elements according to the three systems of Sankhya, Vedanta and 

Gita. To make clear Guru's concept of these elements I give 
below all the four tables side by side. 

1. lli.~fory of Modern Ptulosophy by, R. Fnlckenberg-, translated by A. C. 
Armstrollf!:, Londcn. 

2. Cf Profesiaor Jnmes \Vnrd':-l exposition of KanL's iden 'lntell<'ctive Intui
tion' reconciling the transc<'ll(lenee 11.nrl imm,.uencc of God in theism, 
in his book: The Beahn of Ends, P. 234, 

3. G. G., p. 224, Gnuri Sukhmani, Mahnli~ V : 

Nam ke dhare sagle jaDt 



SANKHYA 

I-Spirit (purusa) 
2-Mattcr (prakrti) 

3-Mahat or Buddhi 
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VEDANTA GITA 

!-Superior Hrah- 1-Paraprakrti 
man 2-Apraprakrti 

2. 3. 4, 5-9 eight 3-10, sub-divi-

SIKH or the GURU'S 

1-Aphur-Self 
2-Saphur-Self 

3-Haumai-Indi-
(Reason) 

4-Ahamkara (indi

viduation) 

clements as in- sions of apara viduation 

ferior Brahman pnkrti 4-Soul 

10-25, the sixteen 11-25 same as in the 5-Prakrti with fo 
5-9 Tanmatras (Five 

elements) 

IO-Mind 
11-15, Sense organs 
16-20, Organs of 

action-

21-25, gross ele

ments 

element are not 
fundamental 
because they 

are evolutes, 

Vedanta. evolutes:-
5-Tanmatras 

5-sense organs 
5-organs of 

. action 

5-gross 

elements· 

The above table shows the difference between the Guru's 
system of cosmology and other main systems of Indian thought. 
It is of course monistic idealism, but it is not thorough pantheism,1 
as some writers seem to suggest. The world is neither an illusion 
nor identical with God. It is the outcome of Haumai,• which 
the Guru says in its menifested form is contradictory to N!Jm. 3 

At the same time Haumai proceeeds from Hukam-the will of 
God. Hukam, as we have seen is the Saphur state of God and 
before that He was Aphur.4 In Haumai various combinations of 
the three gunas begin to form the world in infinite ways and con
struction and destruction go on, but the ultimate reality remains 
unaffected and God as such is transcendent and above all these 
changes. The forward process, as we have seen, has been called 
by the Guru Udkarkhan. When God wants to roll up His mani
festation; the order is reversed and it is named Akarkhan.5 The 
whole process is sometimes metaphorically compared to the spider 
and its spinning and rounding up the web. The metaphor is 
common among the Sikhs and the Vedantists. As Ramkrishna 
Parmhans said of his Mother Goddess : She is the parent of the 

1. C/. Trumpp, A G. 
2. G. G., Siddhgosht, pp. 988-946: 

llnumni Wich _jng upjui purkhn ............ LXVIII. 
3. G. G., Wndhn!!s Mnhaln III: p. Ci60: 

Hnnmni nnwni nnl wirodh hni ......... -4-9-12. 

4. G G., Siddhgosht : 
Huk0111.i awe.i hukme jiiwn hukme rnhni s11.mai. XXL 

A<li kan bismn<l bicliiir knthialo snnn Nim!}t11.r wiis !iii, XXIII, 
6. Cf. S. B. E., Vol. !JB, l'. 26, 48, 402, 
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world and the world carries her in· its heart. She is the spider, 
draws the thread out of herself and then winds it round herself. 
and the world is the web she has spun. The spider My 
Mother is at the same time the container and the contained. 
She is the shell but she is also the kernel. 1 Sometimes the metaphor 
of 'ocean and waves is used to illustrate the relation between 
God and universe and at other times that of snake and coils. 
These are Vedantist analogies to express the illusoriness of the 
m·anifestation and the reality of the Brahman.2 

It is true that the Guru believes in one ultimate reality but 
he does not hold like the Vedantist that the world is an illusion. 
God is the sole cause of the world and there is no duality.3 

No fundamentality is assigned to any other being except God. 
The Guru does not deny the diversity in the world. God is life 
of the universe and as such happens to be the string for the 
beads. There is diversity but underlying this manifested difference 
there is permanent unity. ' My True Lord ·, says the Guru in 
Rag Mam ' 'has made such an interesting world, in which every 

thing is different from the other-He created light and darkness 
and still there is one element in all, and that. is He Himself '.4 

Light in the apparent reality is life and darkness is matter. They 

1. P.ropltefs of New India by Romain Rollnn, P._147. 
2. Cf S. B. E., Vol. 48, pp 618-621. 
3. (aj G1lllri Sukhmnni, :\lnhnlR V, G. G., p. 276: 

Kurr:i Karnr:i PrRhh rk lrni <lii,mr niihi koi. XI. 
(b) G. G., p. l.387, A,m Molrnln, V : 

Ape pe1I bistl1:iri siikh 
JRt kat pe?,h1111 ekai ohi. 4-17-GS. . 

(c) Ibid, G11jri ki War, M11h11l11, III: p. 609: P1111ri : 
Apr:ifi iip npiiiou tadhu hor 1111. kui, 

Jio tis bhiiw11. tiwai ka.re tis bin nwnr na koi. 1. 

(d) Ibid, p. 786: RRg Snhi, l\lahalo, V : 
Bajigar jnise biiji piii 

Niinii riip bhekh dikhliii, 
Siigg ntiir thRmio. piisiira 
Tab eko eka!:!kii1ii. l; · 4-1. 

(e) Ibid, p. '.!77, Nat MahalR, IV: 

lh parpn!}chn ki'l. Prabh Suiimi, S:ihhn jag jiwRn ju,rne, 
Jio Salalai SRlal uthai bo.hu lahri mili salnlai salal snmene. 2. 4-6. 

4. G. G, p. 105&, Mtrn MRhRla, III: · 
Merai Pra:bh Sachni ik khel rachiiin; 
Koi DI\ kishi jeha upiiiii ; 

Ape faraq kar,1 wc,khiwigsai sablii ras del,i miil.a lie, 1. 16-4-18. 
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are not two distinct things, as Whitehead insists, they are two 
interwoven thread::; in the pattern of active process which is the 
universe, threads <lis.tinguishable by common sense and scientific 
thought are, nevertheless not separable in fact. 'The doctrine ', 
he says, 'that I am maintaining is that neither physical nature 
nor life can be understood unless we fuse them together as essential 
factors in the composition of ' really real ' things whose inter
connections and individual characters constitute the universe.1 

Before passing on to the next topic, something must be said 
about the Guru's concept of Maya. The Guru arrives at this 
idea through experience. He saw every thing changing, old yield

ing place to relatively new. In the realm of thoueht and things 
phenomena come and go. ' Seeming ' is essentially of ' passing 
nature ': 

In the first place, man issueth from his dwelling in the womb; 
He afterwards attacl~eth himself to his children, wife anc. 

family. 
Thy dishes of many sorts and thy varied dresses, 
0 wretched man, shall assuredly pass away. 
What place is that which shall ever be permanent ? 

Even the realm of Indra must assuredly perish; 

Even the realm of Brahman remaineth not permanent ;
And even the realm of Siva shall dissolve. 
The three gunas, mountains, trees, the earth, the sky, the 

stars, the sun, the moon, wind, fire, water, the laws, 
alternations of day and night, religions and their books, 
rituals and other observances, races, castes, beasts, birds, 
all visible creation and all forms of existence shall pass 

away.2 

Every thing changes and the only thing that does not change 

1. For more script
0
ur

0
at references about cosmology an1l other topics discus

sed nhove set. . . : 
(a) P. 67, Sri Rag Mn.hula III : 10-6-28 ; 

(b) P. 223, Gauri, Mnlll\ln. I : 9-5 ; 
(c) P. 276, Ga.uri Sukhmani, :\:111.lrnla V; 10th Ashtpncli, 11-8 Stnnzl\s. 

( d) P. sm, Asa Mn.h ala 1 : 4-7. 
(e) P. 464, Asn. l\Iahnla I, War, III and IV, Slokns i 
1{) P. 929-30, Ramknli, Mahaln I, Dakl11;1.i Qa!!gkar. 

(g) P. 840, Ramkali I Siddh gosht: XX-XXIV Stnn:zas i 

(h) P. 1004, Morn Mahala, V: 4-1-17. 

2. G. G Hng Gauti, 8. R., P. 161. 



190 

IS God m His Aphur state. As such the reality of the world 
IS relative. This manifestation as such changes and is transitory. 
This is Maya. The essence of it is the divine element which is 
permanently real. Maya does not mean that,the war-Id is an illusion. 
The Vedantists compared the world to the· horns of a hare. 1 

The hare seems to have horns but infact he has not got any. 
Same is the case with the world. The Guru holds that the world 
is necessary for us. He did not go into the metaphysical details 
of the idea. His belief was that of a practical religious thinker. 
We are not to leave the world because it is false and illusory. 
There are, he says in the Mundawani, three elements in it: Truth, 
Harmony and Reason. These are also characteristics of right 
knowledge which can only be gained from the world ;ind in the 
world. The world is not false in the sense that it does not 
exist. It is false in comparison with the really Real otherwise 
the gross world is in the subtle Nam. The gross aspect of 
reality goes on changing while the essential or the subtle remains 
the same. The gross ic; Maya and the subtle is Nam. The Guru 
compares the world to an arena where we have to combat our 
sources of bondage.2 All this is possible if we consider ourselves 
to be dealing with the stern realities of life. A sportsman spirit 
is preached, which is possible only if the game has got a touch of 
reality. We cannot play with illusions and false shadows. The 
Guru did not give up the old Vedantist word Maya. He used 
it very often but in a modified sense. It is change. All that 
changes, appears and disappears is Maya and therefore Asat, and all 
that underlies this change is real and therefore Sat, which is all 
pervasive: Nam. He is God, He is the sole cause of all that 
appears.3 He is ' one ' and ' many'. He himself caused Good and 
Evil.4 But all that appears, all difference of one and many, all 

I. _S. TI. F,, Vol. 48, P. 133, 4flH, iiOB. 
2. ~,or more referonces from Gurbai;ii, sec G. G. : 

(a) World 11.s manifestation of Goel is rP.al: II Siok of War As11. Mahala 
I, P. 463; 

(b) P. 580, Warll111.ns, Mahala: 
(c) Sachn tern piisiirii, P. 747, Hag Snhi, M1thaln V, 4-1-47 j 
(d) Ifakme dharti sujiun sachchi dha.rm siilii: P. 785, Wl\r Suhi Sloka 
(e) Hari ma!:lcl11.r eh jagat !mi ......... , P. 1345, Pru.hhati, Mahala lll. 
((J Ehn wis sa!:}sar tum dekhde elrn Hari ka n,,, hq.i Hnri rnp nadri aiii. 

P. 922, Anand XXVI. 
3. G. G., Bawnn Akhkhnri, 1 Slokn. 
4. lbid, II a.nrl VIII, Slokas. 
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distinction of good and evil is Maya and is only at the stage 
when we do not enter into the underlying reality which is one 
absolute whole. The way to enter it, as we shall discuss later, 
lies in Wismad : aesthetic feeling. 

The great stumbling block in the above metaphysics of the 
Guru- is the fact of God's transition from Aphur state to Saphur 

state, from unconscious state to conscious state when Will or 
Hukam appears and the formation of the universe results. A 
similar concept but in quite a different universe of discourse 
is used by Whitehead; the all-pervasive unity in the· world 
he calls • unconscious mind ' mind not conscious like our own. 
But the question remains, how and why such a mind comes to 

have what Whitehead calls • feeling ' and the Guru conscious
ness or volition-Hukam. The Guru has no answer except that 

God knows His own ways and His ways are not our ways. It 

is God's plcasure-Kbel, a feeling of sport. No body can say 
the how and why of it. lnfact all our knowledge does r~ach a 
point when we have to admit the limitations of our understanding 
and we can never overcome the fact that man is a creature 
and not a creator of the universe. The Guru at that poi11t says: 
Karte Ki Mit Kia Jane Kia :-How can the created know th~ 

limits of the Creator? 

.. 



CHAPTER XIV 

I 

Man 

MAN is _the central figu_re in_ the whole universe .. No religion 
or philosophy can exist without man nor can either be said 

to be complete without giving an explanation of the nature and 
purpose of man's life. The birth and death of a man according 
to the Guru happen, like every thing else, under the will of 

God. He sends us and we take birth, He calls us back and we 
die. He does not believe in particular gods or angels incharge 
of the departments of birth and death. All happens under the 
law of God's will: Hukami Howan Ji. The individual takes birth 
under His Hukam. That Hukam works according to some laws. 
The law for the birth of man. the Guru says, is the law of 
Karma.1 We put on the garb of this body according to our ac~ions 
of the past life. The law works both progressively and regres

sively. In its progressive direction the final stage is man.2 Man 
is so to say the last emanation, the last step of the staircase 
of creation. If he continues to progress, to rise, he enters into 
the Sachkhand-the realm of Truth ; a/nd if he falls, he again 
enters into the cycle of births and deaths.3 Although it is expressly 
stated that man's life is the most favourable opportunity for getting 
release from this cycle, yet ,-:he masculine appearance is not 
an indispensable condition for release. The old thought was that to 
get release every Jiva must be born as- a man. It was believed that 

women bffore being entitled to salvation must first by good actions 
secure an opportunity of a nrnle birth. The Guru makes no such 
distinctions of sex for spiritual emancipation. He docs not rigidly 
believe that man is the only eligible candidate for salvation. He 
believes in the singleness of mind as a necessary condition for 
release. If that can be secured, say under the influence of the 
society of the saints and the holy people, then even animals can 
get salvation.4 But that does not deny the superiority of human 

1. Karmi nwui lrnpra-Jitpnji. 
2. Kui jauam bhall kit patari~1i...... G:wri, Mahala V, P. 176. , 
3. G G .. P. 2073, Marn 8alhe :Mal,nla V: Lakh Chaurasi jun sahiii, Mn.nukh 

kau Pra.uh di W11di11i, I,; pnnri te ju nnr cl1ukai so ai jai dnkh pn.i!}dii-~ 
-16-1-5 

4. S. R., IV, pp. 187-188, a horae nncl a snake got Mukti, 
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' birth which is the best opportunity for the attainment of per
fection or release and human birth is so often praised by the 
Guru. 

As we saw in the cosmological table,. the single element under 
individuation takes two forms : spirit and matter. Spirit remains 
divine and holy in character and, therefore, nearer to its source : 
God. The matter under the influence of three gunas becomes 
gross. The union of the two is man. The soul in man is Jivatma, 
which is the light of God. The Guru says in Anand: 

0 body of mine God infused light into thee and then thou 
comest into the world ; 

When God put light into thee thou comest into the world, 
God is the mother, God is the father, wh~ having created. man, 
showed him the world. 

To him who understandeth by the Guru's favour, this world 
is a show or appeareth to be a show. 

Saith Nanak, when He who formed thy body out of · the 
elements of nature, put light into it, then comest thou into the 

world.1 

Thus there are two main constituents of the human being. 
One is soul and the other is body. The two are ~me in essence, 
but one is subtle and the other is gross. The gross is made 
of Rakt and Bund. The Saivas and the Vedanti'sts also explain 
the bodily constitution in the same way. One comes from the 
female and the other Bund-semen from the male. The two together 
develop into the material clothing for the soul. It is maintained by 
food-Ann-and therefore, it is Annmaikosh. Muscles, bones and nerves 
grow from semen and skin, flesh and hair etc., come from the Rakt. 
This building is supported by breath which is another constituent of 
our body and this is Pranmaikosh. Then there is a mental layer 
which is also physical, born of five gross elements, but whose 
existence is possible only because of the soul's contact with the 
body: 'Ih man panch tat te janma '. This is Manomaikosh. 
The other layers of Gyan and Anand are more subtle. The Gyan 
belongs to Reason and Anand to Soul, which lives inside all 
these layers. ' The body is a mixture of wind, water, earth and 
fire, within it is the changeful play of the intellect. The body 

1. s. R., IJ, p. 127: 
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hath nine gates and a tenth door-the body is gross-earth, the 
breath, the wind speaketh in it. 1 

The essential and more important constituent of our being 
is the soul element. We should always think of that and not 
be lost in the visible. The soul is the support and the essence 
of life. It is life itself. It is inherently active. 2 The soul is also 

· described as a resident in the colony of the body.3 The body 
is .a temple of Go~ and it must not be harmed. It is, therefore, 
pure. 'It should be kept pure by thought, word and deed. Similar 
thought of the purity of the body is present in other religions 
too. • The influence of the idea of purity on the moral religious 
consciousness has been great. Its potency reaches its maximum 
under the belief to which St. Paul gives expression, namely that 
the human body is the temple of the holy spirit and that, there
fore, any foul thought or word or act is sacrilege against the 
sanctuary. And this thought is not exclusively Christian, for 
Epictetus expre_sses it in the dictum: Thou hearest God about 
with thee- within thy-self; and thou dost not realise that thou 

1. I. S. R, II, p. 291. 

2. G. G, p. 309, Gau~i ki War, M:diala IV : 
(a) P.Luri: lh sa.rir sa.bha dharma hai. jis andari Sachche ki Wichi joti. 

Sloka. XVI. 
(b) P. 921, Ramkali Mahala Hf, Anand : 

E ! sarira meria Hari tum maid joti rakl,i tn tn jug malli aiii-Slokas, 
XXXIU · XXXV. 

3. G. G,: 
(a) P. 180, Ge.u~i Gua.reri, Mahala V : 

Man Me.ndar tan saji bari 
Ishi madhe bastu a.par 

Ishi bhitar snniat Sahu ........... 4-16-85. 
(b) P. 1031, Marn ~lahala I : 

.J 11,gat upai khel rachaia, 
Pi1.wi:ioi pai:ii agni jio piiia, 

Debi nagri nau darwajn., so daswa ~npt rahata he. 4. 17-6. 
(c) P. lOF-8, Maru Mahe.le. III : 

Kiiiii He.ri Mn.nda.r He.ri iip s11.wn.re. 16-2-16. 
(d) P. 1032, Marn Me.he.In. I, Dakhai:ii, 

Kaia ne.ge.ru no.gar gar ande.ri, 
Sa,}ha Wasii pur gagnandari, 

As thir than sada nirmail, apo ap upaitla. 1. 16-1-11'. 
(e) P. 1038, Maru Ma.halo. I: 

PaJJCh ta.tu mili ih tan kie. 
Ate.m Ram pe.e sukh thie. ............ 25-1-18. 
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art outraging him with thy impure thoughts and unclean deeds 1 

The superiority of the human body is also shown by saying tha~ 
even gods pray for it.2 Naturally any idea of ruining this body by 
ascetic exercises or penances was oppcised by the Guru. Neces
saries of life must be attended to.3 We must work to maintain 
the body. But the necessity of maintaining the body should not 
make us bodily-minded. We should not be led to worship it 
and b~ engrossed in sensual pleasu-res making ' eat, drink, and 
be merry ' our motto. The body is only a means. To indulge 
in it will be irrationality and animality.4 Man is above animals, 
all species are subordinate to him and serve him.' Therefore our 
attitude to this body should be that we have to keep it alive 
and healthy. It is our guest /and we must give it six pounds 
of food every day, otherwise it is breakable and must one day_ 
break and take its leave.6 

The body at its farther end becomes mind, which is an evolute 
and, therefore, phenomenal. In essence, the mind too is spiritual 
or divine: Man Tun Jot Sarup Hain. In other words mind at 
its farther end also merges into soul. The region of soul is entirely 
non-material.7 The soul is a necessary aspect of our being. As 
Fichte says, ' If matter alone existed, it would be just the same 
as if nothing at all existed•. Infact in the light of the Guru's 
monistic system body, mind and soul all lie in the same line with 
no unbridgeable gap between them.8 B_y way of an illustration 
let us take a long piece of paper so coloured that one end of 
it is pitch black and· the other snow white. From black to white 
there is a gradual and imperceptible decrease of darkness. The 
blackness goes bn uniformly decreasing as we go from the black 
end to the white end. In the middle we have got somewhat 

J. A. 0. G. 
2. Is dehi kan simrnhi elev, G. G., p. 1160. 
3. Cf G. G, P. 665, Sornili Knbir; p. 694, D·hann~ari Dhnnnn. 
4, Gnnri Sukhmani, p. 267, 6-IV Ashthodi : Kartnt pnsn ki manus jnti -. 
5. G. G., p. SH, Asn Mahnln. V: 

Aw11.r joni teri panih1iri 
Is dharti mahi teri sjkrliiri. 4 ........ 12. 

6. G. G., p. 684, Wndhb!}S Mallllln. III: 
Diu sn.rir jajri hai isno jaru pahuchai iie ..... , .. • 4-4. 

7. Cf. Mirzn. Ghulnm Ahmn.d's new interpretntion of the iden of soul in Islam. 
The Teachings of Islam (English Trn.nsln.tion), P. A. • 

s. Cf. Life After Den.th-Maran Ton Pichhon-1934 by the present writer, 
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grey. Now there is no one point where we can say that blackne5S 
begins or ends. One merges into the other so imperceptibly that 
the whole looks . to be a unity. A unity in which diversity is 
undeniable and a diversity in which unity is most obvious.1 Same 
may be said of soul, mind and body. The extreme light is soul 
and the extreme black is body and the grey margin is the mind. 
The blackness is the composite influence of the three gunas
Maya-which is God's own making. The blackness does not mean 
the negation of whiteness. just as zero temperature does not mea~ 
the absence of heat. The fact is that our thermometer cannot 
measure in positive terms any heat below the zero degree of 
temperature. Same is true of darkness and light. Our experiences 
are relative to our ~apacities and the means that we use. What 
we call matter is not the total exclusion of spirit. It is the 
comparative lack of manifestation of the soul-element. The 
stone, plant, animal and roan are in the same line with some 
difference of degree, but none of kind.2 This is how the Guru's 
monism stands making man a distinguishable bur not separable 

part of the whole universe. 

2.-The Individual Soul 

In the light of the above discussion there should not be any 
difficulty in arriving at the -conclusion that God and the soul 
of the individual are in essence the same. Individual souls as 
such are not identical with God. There are verses in the Granth 
which can be interpretted and the interpretatio~ ~s not wrong, 
that God is in the individual soul and the individual soul is 
in God. That God and His devotee are one and there is nothmg 

intervening between the two: Brahman Mahi Jan, Jan Mahi 
Parbrahman,3 Atam Mahi Ram, Ram Mahi Atam,4 Har, Harjan 
Dui Ek Hai.5 In the Jap, the Tenth Guru says that Atam, Sara
batam, and Parroatam all mean the same thing, yet the difference 
is recognised. The simile of ocean and waves is generally used 

1. Cf. Somo Psychologicul Experimente: C. S. Myer's Experimental ]>~;~ho-
logy, Chapter Vll of Vol. I and Collins and Drevn's book Chnptor I. 

2. G. G., p. I 83, Gauri Mahala V : • 
(a) Dulu.bh deh poi Waduhagi. ......... 4_ 42_ 111. 

(b) ~- 1063, Mam Mahal1t III: 16-G-2o_16 _ 7_ 21. 
8. Gaur1 Snkhmani, 3-XVIII, p. 287_ · 
4. G. G., p. 1641, Bhairo Ashtp1tdi Mahula I: 
6. D.G. 
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by the Guru to indicate th~ relation between God and the in
dividual souls. According to hin--. souls do not stand to God as 
a 'manufactured article' stands' to the craftsman who has fashion
ed it', rather it implies an indentity which, as Clement C. J. Webb 
says, is found between ' the river and the spring from which it 
flows '. 1 Like 'the kingdom of God is within you' the_Guru says 
that God is not away, it is thyself: So Prabh Dur Nahin 
Prabh Tun Hain.2 The two are the same like the sun and the 
ray,' like the fire and the spark and like the heap of dust and 
its particles. 

As from one fire millions of sparks arise ; t~ough rising sepa
rately, they unite again in the fire ; 

As from one heap of dust several particles of dust fill the 

air and on filling it again blend with the dust ; 

As in one stream millions of waves are produced, the waves 
being made of water all become water; 

So from God's form non-sentient and·sentient things are ma,i
fested and springing from Him, shall all be united in Him again.4 , 

All this means the ess::!ntial similarity of the two, but it does 
not mean the identity of God and the individual. Although the 
waves and the ocean both consist of water, yet there is a great 
difference between the two. 'I am one wave of thee. who art 
an endless sea. Thou art as distinct from me as heaven is from 
earth '.5 

But wherefrom does this difference come? It is through egoism 
which is subjectively known as Avidya-ignorance and objectively con
sidered it is called Maya. Haumai is the essence of the individual 
self. The Guru distinguishes between what W. James calls the 
material self, the social self and the. spiritual self, the I, Me, 

and Mine. The individual self Haumai is the common · ground 
of· all the three. As A. H. B. Allen points out,6 that all ~elves, 
inner or outer, conscious or unconscious have an active central 
factor or 'Self'. Under the influence of this inner ego, the Haumai, 

1. God and Personality, p. 156. 
2. G. G, p. BM, Asa Mahnla I. 
3. Surnj Kirnnmile jnl ka jnl lnrn Rnm. G. G., p. 846, Bilnwnl l\fnlrnln V. 

4. S. R., V, p. 276. 
5. S. R., V, p. 104, Diwnn Goyn. 
6. Self in Psychology. P· 271. 
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the self is agent and is responsible for its actions. All birth and 
death, giving and taking, earning and spending, becoming true or 
false, meditating good or evil, enjoying pleasure or pain, becoming 
dirty or clean, caste and race, ignorance or wisdom and bondage 
or release constitute self caused by Haumai.1 All individual souls 
get differentiated under the influence of the infinite shading of 
the three gunas, thus causing infinite varieties of Haumai leading 
to the performance of various karmas whose impressions or effects 
are carried by the Jivas by means of their subtle bodies. This 
makes possible the continuity of the individual self in the series of 
births and deaths. 

Man in relation to the universe may be regarded as a universe 
on a small scale. The universe has bee~ named by the Guru 
Brahmand and the man as Pind. •Just as the body of man 
is made of five gross elements-ether qr sky i.e., space, air, fire, 
water and earth, similarly the universe is also composed of these 
elements. The divine element or the soul is the essence of both 
of them. To illustrate this resemblance, the Guru uses the simile 
of the sea and a sea-drop. Just as the sea is represented in the 
drop and the drop is the sea on a smaller scale, similar is the 
resemblance between man and universe 2 Sagar Mahi Bund, Bund 
Mahi Sagar; J_o Brahmande Soi Pinde. Brahmand and Pind have 
all things in common. Whatever is there in the universe can 
be found in man. So · that both in material and spiritual elements 
man can be taken as a universe in a small degree. The idea 
may be favourably compared with the Western idea of Microcosom 
and Macrocosom of the days of the Renaissance. Man's nature was 

looked upon as the quintessence of the cosmological powers. Man 

knows the all in so far as he is the all. This- was the per
vading principle of Eckhart's mysticism in Germany. As body, 
man belongs to the material world ; indeed he unites within himself, 
the essence of all material things in the finest and most compact 
iorm. Just on this account he is competent to understand the 
corporeal world. As intellectual being, however, he is of ' sidereal ' 
origin and is, therefore, able to know the intellectual world in 
all its forms. Finally as a divine 'spark', as' spiraculum vitoe ', 
as a partial manifestation of the highest principle in life, - he is 

1. G. G. War Asa Mahala I. VII Sloka. 
2. G. G., p. 754, Suhi Mahala III : 

Kaia agdar sabhu kichh wasai khagd magdal p:itiil:i, 
Kaia agdar Jagjiwan data wasai sabhna kare pratpala. 2. 8-2. 
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also able to become conscious of divine nature whose image he 
is '.1 Often in the Granth we come across instruction that• under
stand yourself and you will understand the universe and God·. 
This is known as the Apa Kho jana : the search of the self. The 
idea is more mystical than metaphysical and is common in all 
types of mysticism. A Persian mystic poet, the author of Gulshari
i-Raz says: If you cleave the heart of a drop of water, 

There will issue from it a hundred pure oceans. 

3.-Death and After 

Life after death has been, in the history of the world, a 
source of great courage and forbearance in people's suffering for 
their religion and country. He-that-endureth-to-tbe-end
shall-be-saved, was carved by some prisoner in 1553 A.D. on 
a wall of the Crypt in the Tower of London. Another inscription 
stands in the name of T. Fane 1554 and reads: Be-,-Feithful-
unto-the-deth-And-i-will-give-the-A-Crown - of - life. 
These lines meant much more to those who wrote them than 
they do to us now. It is difficult to imagine what the condition 
of society would have been if the belief in God and life after 
death had been absent from the ideology of man. The religion, 
philosophy and history of Sikhism like the history of Christianity 
is very much influenced by this belief. 

'Whoever believes in a God•, said Rothe. ' must also believe 
in the continuance of man after death. Without that there would 
not be a world that could be thought of as realising God's pur
pose·. In Kant's system of philosophy, God and Immortality 
were necessary postulates for morality. To this Galloway says 
that we should not go so far as to say that immortality is a 
postulate without which morality becomes unmeaning. But it is 
a supposition which gives greater consistency and deeper signi
ficance to the facts of moral and religious experience. That ideal 
and upward striving element, which is interwoven with the texture 
of man's moral and spiritual life, is far more intelligible if.the 
final destiny of the soul is not in this world but beyond•. For 
him .the idea of -future life has three values. In the first place, 
the idea helps to harmonise man's ethical experience. The ideal is 
perfect Good which is transcendent and which cannot be realised in 
this mundane world. We must continue to live beyond this world 
to attain this perfection. Secondly the conception of personal 

1. History of Philosophy by Windlehand, p. 376. 
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immortality enables us to form an adequate notion of the goal 
of social progress. Thirdly, the idea of immortality gives us 
the only assurance which is i;at"isfying, that spiritual values will be 
conserved. The Guru does not argue about immortality on such 
grounds as these. Just as he believes in God with implicit faith, 
so does he believe that death is not d1e end of man. Ethical 
and social progress are facts of this world and belong to this world' 
All these values continue after death not in a world beyond this, 
but in this very world in the form of reincarnation. He does 
not believe that the ideal of perfection or the perfect good is 
not attainable as long as we are in the mundane world. This 
world is the arena and the battlefield containing all possibilities 
of perfection. Not that this world is a preparatory place for 
another world where the perfect good is to be achieved. Per
fection is the idea of man and must be realised in the environments 
which stimulate it. If in one span of life an individual does not 
reach that stage . which should enable· him to reach his sour'ce 
he gets another opportunity, failing again another, then another 
in the form of different births. There is no going beyond this 
world until and unless a man loses all worldliness and becomes 
God-like. 

The Guru believes in what is known as • transmigration of 
soul '-Awa Gawan, the cycle of birth and death. The doctrine 
is not exclusively Indian. • The _tenacity with which the Greek 
philosopher Pythagoras held this doctrine is well known. Well 
known, too, is the success with which he and his followers for 
\ ~ong dtimk _e dim parted. their views to the Dorian aristocracy on 
t IS. an m red subject, sucl1 as, for instance, the non-destruction 
of IIfe. As in Republic Plato himself believed in it and in Phaedo 
represents Socrates to have been satisfied with this doctrine. 

English poets like Wordsworth and Browning feel interested in 
a belief similar to this. The great Muslim poet Maulana Rumi 
the author of the famous Mathnawi ~ays in the same book : ' 

Low in the earth 
I lived in realms of ore and stone• 

' 
And then I smiled in many tinted flowers . 
Then roving with the wild and wand • 'h ermg ours 
O'er earth and air oceans' zone, ' 

In a new birth, I dived and flew 
' 
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And crept and ran 
And all the secret of my essence drew 
Within a form that brought them all to view 

And lo a man! 
In another passage the same poet expresses a similar idea of 

the progress of man's soul starting from the inorganic world, passing 
through organic and animal, reaching the human level. • And he 
will be again changed from his present soul '.1 

Both the passages referred to in the above characteristically 
resemble a Granthic hymn in which the Guru traces the ascent 
of the soul from lower forms of life to the final culmination in 
man which is the best opportunity to get release from this bondage 
of births and deaths.2 In this hymn the Guru says, how the 
individual soul had to pass through so many forms of life to . -
reach the stage of man. It passed through all species of mineral, 
vegetable and animal existences. Worm, moth, elephant, fish, deer, 
bird, serpent, horse, ox, rocks, mountains, vegetables etc., are all 
counted. • Thou didst wander through the eighty four lakhs of 
existences-and after a long period this human body hath been 

formed for thee '. 

Although the above scheme of evolution of the soul of man 

has not been scientifically discussed by the Guru, yet there seems 
to be a little psychogenetic approach to the idea. There is some 
implicit reference to the psychical inheritance of character from 
one species to another. For instance he says that man has got five 
chief temptations appealing to five organs of sense or action viz., 
visual and auditory, of taste and smell and sexual. These are 
animal passions and sensual life of man consists in their indul
gence. Among the animals there are certain species which are 
markedly given to one or the other of these five impulses. For 
instance the elephant has been described as extremely sexual and 

on account of this weakness he is entraped by man and comes 
to Jose his freedom. A deer is enchanted by a particular melodious 

1. Islamic Sufrin. , 
2. G. G., p. 176, Rag Gauri Gnareri Mahala V ,: 

(a) Mil Jagdis milar:i ki lmria 

Chiragkal ih deh sugjuria. 
(b) P. 11, Asa Mahala V : 

Bhni prapat Mn.nukh dchuria 
Gobi!Jcl milnr:i ki ih teri bo.riii, 2-4. 
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sound and is thus ensnared by the hunters. A moth loses its 
life because of the irresistible attraction which the brightness of 
the flame of a candle or a lamp has for it. Similarly fish through 
its pass10n for taste and the Bhanwar-the flower smelling insect, 
on account of its passion for smell lose their lives. Man has 
got all these impulses and passions because he has in the course 
of his upward ascent passed through all these species. The soul 

· has got a s"ubtle body (may it be in the form of the Jninutest 
cells or the embrionic particles), which becomes the means of 
carrying these mental traits from one form of life to another. 
There is no continuity of consciousness from one birth to another ; 
but general impressions or the net result of one's whole life's 

activities are transferred from one existence to another. 

According to the Guru the future life is of two kinds: trans
migr:ation of soul or going into the prese1ke _of God, som1::times, 
spoken of as merging into the Absolute Being. The basis of our 
individual existence is Haumai-sense of personal ego. As long as 
actions are performed with the idea of • I-ness ' or • Myness ' • Main 
or Haun ' the individuation remains. If the actions are dedicated 
to God, the sense of the selfish ego is lost, the individuation 
ceases to be and transmigration comes to an end. Till then the 
cycle of births and deaths goes on. The Guru_ does not believe 
in ·Heaven or Hell-as places of bliss or 'torture, where people 
go after their deaths to reap the fruits of their actions. When
ever the Guru speaks of transmigration, he never makes any 
mention of heaven or hell. The names of Narak and Surag occur 
either as allusions to others' beliefs or when ,=he ~uru addresses 
people of other faiths believing in heaven or hell. No writer 
has so far realised this distinction of the Guru's teachings. Some
times he uses these words metaphorically to express the good 
or bad conditions of 'life in this world. For instance, he says, 
wherever there is a company of holy men and righteous people 
there is Baikunth or heaven, Dharmraj1 or Jamdut-the angels of 

1. G. G.: 
(a) P. 14'1, Suhi, Mahala V : 

Baikunili nagar jahan sant wa.aii 
Pre.uh charai;i k,imal rid malii uiwa.;a. ·1-21-27. 

(b) P. 749, Suhi Mahala V : 
T,iha baikun\J! jah kirtan torn tu!} ape 1rnrdl1a laihi. 4-8-66. 

(c) P. 890, Ramkali Mahala V : 
'J'ah baikunth. ,jah n:i,m qcharhi. '1-14-25. 
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death, are either spoken of as destructive forces of nature or 
they have been used where beliefs of others are expounded. Accord
ing to the old belief, two angels Chit and Gupt were always 
with man recording his actions both known and unknown. The 
Guru says the actions-conscious or unconscious are Chit and 
Gupt.1 Every thought, word or deed, known or unknown leaves 
behind an impress which cling/ to the subtle body and becomes 
responsible for dragging the soul from one birth to another. 

"The words man spzaketh shall be taken into account; the 
food (honestly and dishonestly earned) he eateth shall be taken 
into account, all rpovements hearing, seeing-all that we do or 
think are taken into account ".2 No angel of- death comes t6 
take the soul. The law of nature works. As soon as the harmon, 
of the gross elements is broken, the equillibrium is lost and the 
gross body stops working. The souls of true devotees go direct 
to God and of others take up other existences. Although the 

_ Guru may have borrowed the theory ot transmigration of souls 
from the Hindus, yet there are differences_ in details. For instance 
the future life as describeo in the Gita or the Vedanta can be 
divided into four forms : 

(1) Union with the Brahman-Moksha; (2) Sun-heaven for the 
Gyani, preceding No. 1 ; (3) Moon-heaven for the ignorant with 
a record of good deeds ; ( 4) Hell for the ignorant with a record 
of bad deeds. 3 

' According to common Hindu notions every action 
carries with itself its fruit or reward. If one under the influence 
of the quality of goodness, has done here meritorious acts, he 
is after his death admitted into heaven or paradise, where he 
is allowed to enjoy the fruits of his works till they are exhausted ; 
then he is turned back again into a womb and born on earth 
in a high caste and in a pious family, to commence anew the 

old course, which may end, according to his actions, to his advantage 

or disadvantage. If he has acted under the quality of passion, 
he is reborn after his death in the house of worldly-minded 
men. But if he has acted under the quality of darkness, and 
heaped up demerits, he is variously punished by Yama and then 
born in the body of some animal or even thrown into hell ; 

when his punishment there is over, he is then born in some 
---- ----- ---

1. G. G,, p. 388, Bila.wnl, Mahal1c1. V: Chit Gupt ka.rmalii j1Ln 8-10-2. 
2. Sri Rag, Mahala I. 
3. Gita, pp. 405-412. 
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vile animal body and has to go through various transmigrations, 
till he be born again in a low human womb.1 This general belief 
of the Hindus has also been attributed to the Guru by Dr. Trumpp, 
without supporting his contention by the Guru's words .. He quotes 
some verses in foot-notes but they are all from the Vaisnava Bhagats 
and not from the Sikh Gurus. The Guru does not believe in 
heaven or hell. They are, as I '1ve said, the conditions of life 
in this world. • Where sacred hymns are being sung, there we 
have heaven 'T ahan Baikunth Jahan Kirtan Tera: 2 ? The house 
of a saint is a paradise : Baikunth Nagar Jahan Sant Wasa. 
Where Nam is, there is paradise : Tahin Baikunth Jakin Nam 
Uchrahi. A vicious man burns in his passions and thus lives in 
the hot pit of fire or hell. 

Infact, the Hindu belief m heaven or hell is not consistent 
with a belief in transmigration of soul. First they believe in 
Moksh-release. In the other case of good or bad actions man 
has to come back from heaven or hell to the world below to 
begin again the. cycle of birth and death. If the Jiva has enjoyed 
the fruits of his good or bad actions in heaven or hell, then 
what factor remains which determines man's rebirth? If the reply 
is that the Jiva begins the cycle as it began for the first time, 
then how are we to explain the inequality of opportunities in 
this life? How to account for the diversity in mental and 
material inheritance of different men ? There is no satisfactory 
answer. The Guru seems to have avoided the inconsistency by 
rejecting the theory of heaven and hell. 

The next important difference is about the time which the ' 
Jiva takes in reaching its abode after the actual time and date 
of death. Once a Pandit read the Garur Purana in the presence 
of the Sixth Guru and some of his Sikhs. According to it the 
soul reaches its abode in the next world a year after the dis
solution of the body. A Sikh called Sur.dar said, • By the Guru's 
favour I can traverse that road in twelve hours•. Bhai Lala 
said, • I can do it in three hours.' Bhai Nihala 5aid, • What 
need have we to go there at all? ' The Brahman then said to 
the Guru, · Listen to what thy Sikhs are saying·. The Guru 
then cleared the position by saying that they were the ideas 
according to the Brahman's books. Sikhs have no such pitfalls. 

1. A. G., p. CIV. 
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This idea of the interval between death and the next birth is 
also described in the Gita by Tilak.1 • The man who has 
acquired knowledge-and he must have acquired this knowledge 
at least · at the moment of death-goes and reaches the 
sphere of the Brahman, after his body has fallen and has 
been burnt in fire, through that fire, passing through the flames, 
daylight, the bright half of the month and six months of the 
Uttarayana; and as he attains release there, he does not take 
birth again and come back to this mortal world ; but that man 
who has been a mere orthodox performer of ritual and has not 
acquired knowledge, reaches the sphere of the moon, through 
the smoke of the same fire, and through night, and the dark haif 
of the month, and the six months of the Daksinayana ; and when 
he has enjoyed the reward of all the meritorious actions, which 
he has performed. he again returns to this world.2 

The Guru finds in all activities of nature a certain system 
which he calls Sut-harmony or orderliness. According to · him 
the universe is governed by law-Dharma. There is a law tor the 
transmigration of soul also. How it works he does not explain, 
nor I can think man can explain it, unless he actually dies, expe~

iences the whole process and comes back to us with aU the 
memories of various stages which he passed through. I may use 
a crude and perhaps a very imperfect illustration. Let us suppose 
the universe of life like a big board of 84,00,000 holes or sockets 
every one being different from the other in form and size so 
that only one nail or a pebble suits or comes into a particular 
hole. By some mechanism, say· the inherent active principle, the 
board moves and so do the nails or pebbles. No nail can go 
into a wrong hole. Same is the case with souls.3 Every one 
finds its appropriate place in the board of existences. If some 
conscious purpose is working in the world and the Jivas are not 
lifeless pebbles or nails, then the finding of suitable existences 
in 'the multitude of 84 lacs of species should not be a greater 
obstacle in the theory which in the West is known as metem
psychosis or reincarnation than the • utter gulf ' of the • trans

figuration' theory, which it causes between the life of this world 
and the next.4 

1. Vol. II, p 72. 
2. Ibid, p. 10:3. 
3. Cf. J. M. E. :Mc'raggarts' annlol,!Y of hats and heads and s11bst1mces having 

Chemical afl1nities in 'Some Dogmas of Religion '-1930. 
4. Cf. Realm, of End.~, by J. Ward, p. ,106. 
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A still greater difficulty comes when the Guru makes an 
evil man descend lower than the human level. By evil deeds 
man can also take birth in the lower species. The difficulty 
generally conceived in such an idea is the developmwt of the human 
personality which cannot be placed into a lower organism. The 
Guru seems to think that when a Jiva descends to lower forms 
of life, it does so because by his actions he has washed off all 
traits of higher personality and by the time he dies some single 
animal passion overtakes him so much that his mind becomes 
simplified to an animal level. The law of nature provides oppor
tunities and environments according to the needs and demands 
of a certain individual soul. Naturally-I mean by the law of 
nature, why not to call. it the law of Self-adjustment, the best 
suitable life will be made available for that individual. The expla
nation of transmigration of soul in Indian thought is more meta
physical than scientific or psychological. The essence of all that 
exists lies in the three gunas. The infinite combinations produce 
infinite species. The jiva gets birth in different species under 
the influence of these gunas. If in his life a man develops the 
darker element, then at his death under the influence of this 
dark guna, his soul will be dragged by the clinging guna to a 
level of life where there is the domination of that guna. In the 
terms of modern biology we may perhaps think of the embryo
the whole man in Leibnizian monad-which may be conceived 
as the possible· means of transmigration. Discussing the Hindu 
idea of transmigration we shc,uld never forget that it never sep~rates 
the body from the soul until and unless the final release is achieved 
by the individual. The body that clings to the soul, although 
not so gross as our perceptible body, yet it remains an organism 

which contains all the essentials of developing into a physical 
being provided the necessary environment is procured. It has got 
all the counterparts of the gross body and carries the net result 
of our life's experiences in a potential form. Other possible expla
nations have been discussed by Professor Ward. As for instance 
the finer organism suggestted by W. Cyples or the ' inner body ' 
of Bonnet and younger Fichte, or again the invisible body of 
Theile developed by the soul as its development required. "It 
has been assumed, that disembodied souls do infact steer their 
own way back to a suitable rebirth. An atom liberated from its 
molecular bonds is described as manifesting an unwonted activity, 
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technically known as • the nascent state ' ; but still it does not 
recombine indifferently with the first free atom that it encounters, 
but only with one with which it has an affinity". All these theories 
are conjectures, and conjectures they will remain as long as we are 
unable to do experiments with death and the survival element there
after. Till then faith rather than reason w1ll remain dominant in 
every theory about future life and the mechanism in which it is 
made possible. 

The origin of a belief in future life lies in our conception 
of the ideal of pufection which man has placed before him. 
Those who fail to reach this ideal must be supposed to get an
other opportunity for their personal development. This develop
ment requires both the continuity of environment arid some personal 
continuity in the form of some kind of memory. Some made 
it possible midway between earth and heaven-the Hades life or 
the Alam-i-Barzakh or I'raf of the Muslims, others thought it 
more tangible just in this very world, which could not become 
operative without being reborn. The idea of punishment and 
reward was conceived in the form of unfavourable or favourable 
opportunities which the next life would provide by a regress or 
progress in the descending or ascending scale of animal kingdom. 
This is how the Guru thought of the transmigration of soul. No 
heaven or hell, no good or bad angels to lead the departed souls 
to garden of luxury or to the pit of torture. 

But transmigration is the worst alternative and the Guru asks 
his disciples to escape from it. Even the best next life is a 
bondage. Th•~ cycle · of birth and death is a snare for the soul and 
keeps it separate from the original source-God. Separation is 
suffering and the union with the parent is the eternal bliss. The 
Guru is fond of using the metaphor of husband and wife to ex
press the love between the souls of men and God, the great husband. 

Just as a true wife in separation from her husband suffers and 
pines to ~leep in the same bed with her beloved, similarly the 
soul away from God pines to have union with Him. The Haumai 
stands in its way and the release · from it lies in Nam. To become 
God-like is the ideal of man, so that after l~aving the body the 
soul may go direct to the presence of God and be one with Him. 
This is the supreme state and to achieve it one must dedicate all 



208 

act1v1t1es to God and remove the idea of self-sense, or ego.1 This 
supreme state is the same Aphur state of God. It is supreme 
or pure consciousness but without knowing, feeling or willing 
No rejoicing-~or mourning, no feeling of hopes or desires, no perso
nality or sense of individuality, no sermons or singing of hymns. 
It is supremely meditative state. We enter it when we realise 
what we are.2 This supreme state is the aim of man. It is neither 
heaven nor paradise. It is the total dissolution of the .individual 

existence by re-absorption of the soul in the fountain of light. 
It is not 'annihilation ' or nothingness as Trumpp seems to think. 
It is pure universal existence-Satya, a life in God and with God. 

The ideal is Abhedata non-duality-merging of the individual 
into the universal. It is merging of the drop into the ocean. 
Every thing returns to its ongm. ' He created men and to Him 
they· return '.3 This returning according to all mystics whether 
Eastern or Western is absorption in the Absolute. Theoretically 
the Sikhs would admit this absolute absorption but_ in practice 
it is expressed in more humble way. When a man dies and his 
body is cremated, a prayer is offered to God-O God, as willed 

1. G. G.: 
(a) P. 175, Mahala V, Gau~i Guarnri : 

Kin bidh1 ku:ml hot mere bhiii i' 

Kis pa~ai Hari liam Sahiii P 1. 

····••.•·· 
Ek kutial mokau Satiguru batiiiii 
Hari jo kichh karn SU H,u·i ki1L ulingtn uhoia 
Jan N auak hattlllui lllat· s11rniiiii. 4. 

In hidh kasal hot mere bhiii 

In paiai Hari Raw Sahai. 
(1,) P. :201, Gau~i Ma·liala V : 

Hin kartuti mukti na paiai 
Mukti padarath nam dluiiia.i. l 4-107. 
What salvation or mukti is the ideal of a Sikh? 

(c) P. 534, Devgandhari Mahala V : 
Amrit pri bachan tuhiire .......... .. 
Rajna chahar;i mukti na chahau, muhi prit churun kamlare. 

2-3-2() 
(d) P. H.176, Mnru Mahala V: 

Kai baikumh nahi lawai !age 
Mukti brLpri bhi gyani tia,:\'e 
Eka!}kar ~:illtgu1· te peiai hau bah bali Gur clarsaidii. 15-2-7, 

2. S. H., I. 
3. Quran. p. 622. 
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by Thee, such and such person, Thy humble servant is leaving 
this world and this elemental body, grant a place to his soul 
in Thy Holy feet and peace to his survivers." That is how the 
God of religion and philosophy conflict in Sikhism. In the same 
spirit the release or Mukti is denied as a lower ideal. Love of 
God and to be near His beautiful person and feet are made the 
highest aspirarions of man. • My Sikhs desire not heaven', said 
Guru Ram Das to Tappa, • heaven, they deem not fit reward 
for their merits. · They never en~age in worship which is merely 
intended for the admiration of the public. Their minds arc absorbed 
in God's love. That is their heaven and salvation.1 

The following is an interesting explanation of the Guru's 
concept of Mukti as given in the Panjabi glossary of the Guru 

Granth.2 It begins with a comparative account of release and 
ends with the Sikh idea of it: The writers of Shastras consider 
this body as a source of suffering and an escape from it is named 
Mukti. There is a little difference in their view points. (1) the 
Mukti for the Mimansa is getting into heaven or Surag ; (2), (3) for 

the Nayya and the Vaisesika it is a release from the causes of suffer

ing counted by them; ( 4) according to the Sankhya it is the de

tachment of Purkh from Prakrti ; (5) for the Yoga it is the 
freedom from the perceptible by means of Samadhi ; (6) for the 
Vedanta it is the union with Brahman by means of knowledge ; 
(7) for the Charvakas death is the end of all; (8) in Buddhism 
it is Nirvana which is annihilation; (9) Jainas' release is going 
to the sphere where Jinas live; (10) for the Jews, the Christians 
and the Muslims heaven is the ultimate abode for souls; the mystics 
both Muslim and Christian come nearer the Vaisnava and the 
Vedanta concept of Mukti. Such Muktis, the writer continues, 
are ignored and rejected by the Sikhs. Thus it is that the Guru 

says that the enlightened persons gives up even Mukti. What 
does he aim at: I do not w·ant kingdom, I do not want Mukti, 
I want the love of the feet,, 0 God. " The lover ", says Pringle 
Pattison, " has nb eyes but for his mistress, no thoughts but of 

.! her; the deeper and purer his passion, the more is this the case. 
So it· is with the love of God. The joys of heaven for the 
genuinely religious man (it must in justice be said) are not con-

• 1. S. R., II, p. 261. 
2. G, Cl-. K., p. 1182. 
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ceived as extraneous rewards conferred on iiim for his faithful
ness to the divine cause during life-in such supreme consciousness 
the distinction between subject and object disappears, that the 
two are actually fused or commingled and in particular the religious 
goal of the finite spirit is in such an experience to yield its 
individual being and be merged in the divine essence." 1 

· Once 
this state of love is perpetuated it docs not even break after 
death. This is Mukti. 

The Guru says, he, who is continuously with God, is released. 
The Guru's idea is made more clear by another example. Just 
as a child who is with his _mother in a fair and when he gets 
s~parated does not enjoy the interesting plays, games and sights 
going on in the fair, similarly the man who is away from God 
does not find peace and comfort in this beautiful world. As 
soon as the child meets his mother, he becomes happy and begins 
to take pleasure in the events of the fair. The man who is 
thus one 'Yith God lives m the world, enjoys it and finds comfort 
in it. Such a person is Jiwan Mukt-released in life, when death 
comes, his soul goes direct to the presence of God al)d becomes 

one with Him. 
Man's concept of release differs according to his concept of 

God. At different levels of religious or mental development he 
requires a correspondingly different God with his correspondingly 
different concepts of release. The culmination of all ideas in 
the Guru's system is in absolutism. It is so:netimes object~d 
that such a view has not got much religious value. The eternity 
of the personal element in man-the soul-in the form of reabsorp
tion in the Absolute 'neither -completes nor fulfills the personal 
life•. The Guru offers continuity of the phenomenal personality 
in the form of transmigration. The personality in its purer form 
without, of course, of any sense of finite individuality, continues 
in the form of the Absolute. It is not void or nothingness but 
a pure, harmonious and a single state of blissfulness. Metaphori
cally it is described as an ideal colony or divine kingdom 2 where 

I. Idea of Immortality. 
2. G.G.: 

(a) P. 480, Asa. Malmin V: 
Panch mn.niir, pnnch rusiie ......... .. 

:.i°b0l~i;al n~g-;i-Nn.nnk .. cl·~~- 8~-i'."'"' 
(b) Cf. Similar idea. of Ramdas in Rng Gauti 

P. 345: Bego.mpura snhnr ko niio. 8-2.' 
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there is no rise or fall of pleasure and no disturbing factor. 
It is one uninterrupted state of joy-Anand. It may b~ argued, 
how does it · encourage an individual as an individual• to work 
for an impersonal ideal. 

A close analogy for- one's attachment to an impersonal ideal, 
I have fauna, in the death of the Unknown S::ildier who died 
in the Great War and was later hurried in the Westminster 
Abbey. Why should an individual soldier die for the British 
Empire? No individual purpose is served. But still every one 
of us feels that the welfare of the Empire is my welfare, and 
long life and the prosperity of the nation is the continuation 
of my life and prosperity. The part played by one individual 
merges into the net result of the whole nation. One or two 
generations, in some cases more, may remember their martyr 
ancestor, but the individuality as such has been absorbed in, what 
we may call, the Absolute of the Empire. In the realm of religion 
where individuality is regarded as set back ancl perfection lies 
in transcending the narrow limits of selfishly personal, the senti
ment for absorption in the Absolute becomes as strong and noble 
as any other source of hope held by a religion. The personality 
here is enlarged, man becomes Man and self becomes Self. The 
bom1daries of the limited self and individual consciousness are so 
extended that the whole world visible or invisible, this particular 
of ours or any other, all become a part arid parcel of Self. With 
feelings as these, the metaphysical non-duality_becomes a religious 
force exciting emotions of universal love and unselfish outlook 
on life, facing all the events of the world in an optimistic spirit · 
as a result of the disappearance of the discordant between the 
self and the Self. That is how, as J. E. Carpenter says, the 
Teacher's. cry ' Rid thyself of duality' does not remain a metaphysi

cal theory but it becomes the summons to the exclusive worship 
of the Only True, 'Who makes all partners in His infinite 

activity '. 



PART IV.-PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY 
CHAPTER XV 

THE TRADITIONAL PATHS OF REALISATION 

AND 

THE GURU'S ATTITUDE TOW ARDS THEM 

I 

A DIVER in the ocean of the Granth for shells of philoso
phy and metaphysics though does not come up to the surface 

with an empty carrier, yet the Guru does not fill the gourd of 
a begger for speculative theories like Kapila or Kant. A purely 
intellectual investigator barren of feeling and sentiment feels foreign 
in the Guru's land. We do not get a regular and rigid system 
of cosmology and its before and after. He who creates the world 
should know all about this, says the Guru in Japu ji. And infact, 
a religion meddl[ng in cosmology and passing judgments about 
it is exceeding its limits and is making, what Farenell calls, 
' usurpation '. ' Progress in religion consists partly in a recognition 
of its true sphe-re and a wise self-restraint, and a religion is 
dangerous and in danger when it defies or challenges the rightful 
claims of the intellect. On the ,other hand, it is part of the 
function and it is in power of religion to give us a scale of 
values, which the discursive intellect is wholly powerless to give '. 
The Guru's immediate concern was the achievement of 'gladness' 
of the heart, which as Tagore says, is the one criterion of Truth, 
and the ' true foundation of all religions'. The religion of the 
Granth is a cult of aesthetic feeling, a religion of beauty, poetry 
and music, aesthetically merging into the wonderful workings of 
the Wonderful Lord. Not that Beauty or Truth are personified 
as objects of worship in the Granth. They are values i~ relation 
to and have the character of being values because of the highest 
value-the object of religion. " The value of beauty, goodness 
and truth are the creations of man and the object of religion 
is still higher in the scale than man an·d his works ". 1 The Granth 
teaches that all values proceed from the supreme Source. Develop

ing from the lower to the higher is getting nearer to the source. 
This development is made possible through experience, not the intel
lectual analysis or mere rational understanding of that experience, 

1- Beauty and other Forms of Value, by Alexunder, p. 299. 
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but it is by means of actually living in the experience : not knowing 
about the experience, but actually having it. "It is like beauty 
which must be seen and felt from .within ".1 The religion of which 
beauty forms an integral part is more a matter of experience. 
The truths of such a religion are felt and not intellectually grasped. 
The Guru devised some means and modes which be thought will 
lead his followers to that region of ' feeling'. The importance 
of this faith, therefore, lies in its practical aspect. As Carpenter 
says, 'the work of Nanak and his successors was the most definite 
in its practical results', and as Bloomfield had already said, ' the 
revolutionary factor of Sikhism 1_s contained in its institutions-it 
was a new religion and offered shelter to many·. Our task now, 
therefore, lies in discussing the practical side of Sikhism. 

The distinction between the theoretical and practical aspects 
of a system is very old in India. One is Sidhanta---:-philosophy 
and the other is Marga-the method of living that philosophy. 
'Whatever religious doctrine is taken, it naturally falls into t.wo 
divisions: one is the philosophical aspect of it, and the other 
the actual mode of life pre.scribed by it. In the first place the 

meaning of Release (Moksha) is usually explained in a scientific 
and logical way after explaining what conclusions must be drawn 
as to the nature of the Paramesvara after a proper consideration 
of the material body (pinda) in its relation to the cosmos 
(Brahmanda) ; in the other part there is an explanation of how 
a man has to lead his life in this world, so that such mode 
of life should become a means for obtaining that Release '.2 

II 
There are three such modes of life enumerated by the Hindus. 

They are known as Karma Marga, Bhakti Marga and Gyan Marga. 
What I maintain is that the mode suggested by the Guru, although 
cortaining elements of all the three margas, yet it is not identical 
with any of them. The sysnthesis gives us a new Marga which 
in the light of the terms used in the Granth, should be called 
Wismad Marga on the practical side and Nama Marga on the 
theoretical side._ It is a distinction in names, otherwise they arc the 
two aspects of the same process. I shall discuss the5e four margas 
one by one and point out where the fourth differs from the other 
three. 

1, Sir Frnncis Younghusbnnd in' The Gleam'. 
2. Gita. 
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The·· essentials of the three paths named above are not peculiar 
to the Hindu mind. They are present every where in every religion. 
Their origin does not lie in the geographical boundaries of India, 
but in the nature of the human mind in general. Man's first 
consciousness is his awareness of the material world around him 
and at this stage even his self-consciousness is the conscious-,,., 
ness of his material self. The medium of contact between him 
and the world is his activity-conation. For a primitive man life 
means a physical action in the world outside. His God was also 
a physical being, a· person who ' acted ' like him. To please him 
some action must be performeµ. This became the worship of 
God through actions : Karma Marga. This we ·may call the. 
co-native aspect of God's worship. It has got an interesting historical 
development, the idea of action-worship passing through many 
phases. 

On the same line of argument we may say that next is the 
affective worship of God. Man developed his idea of God and 
He was now not merely a God \v.ho could only know our actions, 
but also He came to be a God who possessed feelings and also 
was cognizant of men's feelings. Worship through actions only 
is confined to the physical-minded. Go_d is a refined being and 
wants refined feelings. He can be best realised by means of 
emotional attachment. We must love him, feel for him and ,must 
have tender heart to reach him. This became the feeling worship 
of God-the Bhakti, the religion of love and grace. But tempera
ments differ. Mind is not merely affective and conative. The 
third aspect of our mental act is cognitive. The knowing side 
of our mental life appeals to the intellect. God must be intel
lectually grasped. He must be realised through knowledge. An 
intellectual being considers himself higher than an emotional or 
a physical-minded person. The third goddess of mind-intellect 
and rational insight-got her own followers and worship through 
knowledge-the Gyan Marga, came in. 

Although I hold that these are man's natural tendencies and 
are more or less found in every religion, yet nowhere outside 
India were they so distinctly classified and formulated into separate. 
and independent means of realisation of the religious ideal. We 
have also to keep in mind that the three paths are not al:,solutely 

exclusive of each other. Just as in the same conscious process 
we have all the three aspects of cognition, affection and conation, 
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but ·at the same time one of the three dominates the other two, 
so that on account of that dominance we call a particular mental 
process cognitive, affective or conative; similarly none of these 
Margas excludes the other two. It is impossible to think like 
that. All the three arc present in every approach of the ideal 
and yet one out of the three dominates and determines the whole 
outlook of the devotee. With these preliminary remarks let us 
i::akc them one by one. 

The path of action has had two directions in India, one the 
expression of our conative tendency and the ocher the repression of 
it. One was to do some thing to please God and the other was to 
avoid doing any thing whatsoever. The expressive tendency of 
conation has had three steps: sacrifice, rituals, and dcsireless actions. 
Whether religion begins with ancestor worship or the worship 
of nature personified, the pleasure or displeasure of the deity must 
be conceived like our own. Material offerings should be nr1de. 
Meals, clothes and other necessaries of life must be supplied to 
gods. The deity will be pleased more if something we hold dear 
or precious is offered to him. This in course of time culminated 
in human sacrifice.· The other impulse to this was the revengeful 

or the retributive character of the deity. To save one life another 

should be offered, say a small or a big animal ; to save many lives 
some dear and precious life should be offered, some human being 
or a great person. At this stage any body could perform sacrifice 
in any way he pleased. Soon form and artificiality came in. 
Liturgy was developed and a priestly class formed. In India it 
was the religion of the Y ajur Veda which became a • mechanical 
sacredotalism. A crowd of priests conducts a vast and compli-

. cated system of external ceremonies to which symbolical signi
ficance is attached and to the smallest minutes of which the 
greatest weight is given '.1 According to the V ~die religion there-· 
fore the Karma or action meant sacrificial ri'tual and Jaimini in 
his Purva Mimansa says that this sacrificial ritual was the principal 
and the ancient religion.2 

This action-philosophy became· more formal in the Mimansa 
according to which Rele~se could orily be obtained by some actions, 
even though one may perform them ignorantly and insincerely. 
At this stage the actions are divided into various groups. We 

1. I. P. 
2. Gita. 
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have Kratvartha actions performed for the sake of the deity, 
Purusartha actions performed · for our own benefit ; we have 
Smarta actions prescribed by the Smrtis, such as various occu
pational and professional deeds for the four Varnas and Pauranika 
actions as fasting, pilgrimages etc. Then all these actions are 
subdivided into Nitya actions to be performed daily, as bathing, 

offering prayers at twilight etc., and Namittika to be performed 
occasionally to avoid the influence of stars for good luck, to 
get a son, to bring rain, to remove epidemics. One incurs sin 
if the daily actions are not done. Then there are some actions 
which are prohibited known as Nisiddha opposite of Kamya, such 
as drinking or gambling etc. This is the second stage of worship 
through actions. Infact, these are not strictly chronological stages 
in the same process of development, but they are the different forms 
or ways of looking at the same thing. Then we have the philoso
phical concept of act10n. When as a protest to sacrifice, inaction 
and ascetcism came in, a reconciliation was attempted. One was 
to be taken in the world-Pravrtti and the other was to renounce 
it-Nivrtti. The reconciliation came to be called both Pravrtti
Nivrtti or Niskama action-action performed without any expecta
tion for fruit. Recently B. G. Tilak has been the chief exponent 
of it in interpreting the text of the Gita in this light. It is· 
only a matter of interpretation, otherwise the Gita does not 
absolutely deny the Vedic view of sacrifice and the Mimansic 
idea of other two forms of actions mentioned above.1 Any how 
the idea of • desireless action ' was very much emphasised in the 
Gita, although the idea itself is as old as the Upanisads. ' True 
inaction is action without any hope of reward. Naiskarmya, 

or abstention from action is not the true law of morality, but 
niskama, disinterestedness.' 2 

Reaction to this ' action' marga expressed itself in the 'inaction' 
of the Yogis. Ascetici~m was the natural result of the repressive 
attitude towards the conative aspect of human nature. Action 
is bondage and desire is sin. Willing ensnares man in matter. 
Withdrawls of organs of sense and action leads to the higher 
regions inside. There is ocean of energy in us. If we act and 

will that energy is expended. If restraint is exercised on the 
mind and a complete inactive state is reached, brilliant and extra-

!. Cf'. History of Indian PMlosophy, by S. Dae Gupta, Vol. II, pp. 479-488. 
2. 1. P., I, p. ies. 
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ordinary results are experienced by the Y ogin within his owri 
self. 'The reality of the self is to be found not by means of 
an objective use of the mind, but by a suppression of its activities 
and penetration beneath the mental strata with which our ordinary 
life and activity conceal our divine nature '. Yogism varies from 
a · rational control of body and mind to ascetic purification of 
the two and further to a complete cessation of our physical and 
mental activities. 

Next comes the path of the heart. In India reaction to 
formalism on the one hand resulted in the tender-hearted ethics 
of Buddhism and Jainism and on the other in the religion of love 
in the Gita. All the§e currents terminated into Vaisnava Bhakti. 
Before this, life had become, in Sir Radhakrisnan's words, a' series 
of observances. The mind of man moved within the iron circle 
of prescribed formulas and duties. The- atmosphere was choked 
with ceremonialism. One could not wake up or rise from bis 
bed, bathe or shave, wash his face or eat a mouthful, without 
muttering some formula or observing some rite '.1 Thus from the 
conative we pass to the affective ; Karma gives place to Bhakti. 

Bhakti also replaced pure intellectualism of Sankara. Whenever 

people speak of Bhakti they think of this Post-Sankara movement 
led by Ramanuja. Infact, the spirit of Bhakti was present from 
the very beginning. ' The origin of Bhakti marga is hidden in 
the mists of long ago '. The vague feeling of loving devotion 
is present even i_n the Vedic hymns, but the word Bhakti actually 
occurs for the first time in Svetasvatara Upanisad. Later under 
the influence of the Bhagavad Gita it became more formu
lated and the Bhagavat Purana made it still more popular, Monistic 
Bhakti was apparently self-contradictory and this led Ramanuja 
to adopt dualism, which for him made the concept of Bhakti 
more consistent. Lord and the devotee are never one and it is 
only because that they are two, that loving devotion of the indi
vidual for the Lord becomes conceivable. The extreme expression 
of devotion amounting to madness is found in another Bhakti 
sect of South India known as Dravida Saints, or Alvars. Their 
origin dates back to the seventh century. Hooper writes in his 
• Hymns of the Alvars' that according to them the very madness 
is the pride of a Bhakta. This is confirmed by Govinda Charya 
in his 'Divine Wisdom of the Dravida Saints'. This is also a 

1. I. l'. 
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Stage recognised by the Sufi saints in the Islamic mysticism. Even 
among the Sikhs, Namdharis sometimes become Mastana-mad, 
and a definite group of such devotees is found among them, but 
Sikhism as a religion does not approve of it. A Majzub Sufi, 
a mad Dravida Saint and a Mastana Namdhari are hardly of any 
good to the world .. Sikhism emphasises on Bibek-a rational dis
crimination, in all walks of life and in all phases of mental and 
moral activity. 

Besides these Dravida Saints and Ramanuja, the South has 
been quite fertile in giving birth to Bhagats. B. G. Tilak mentions 
in very reverential terms the names of Jnanoba or Jnannesvara 
and more especially Tukaram (1608-1649l and Namdev etc. In 
the East we had Chaitanya, in the North Ramananda, Kabir and 
Tulsidas. It was a very strong and an all India movement in 
the Medieval times and_ as Sir George Grierson says, ' It was 
the greatest religious revolution that India has ever seen-greater 
even than that of Buddhism, for its effects have persisted to the 
present day'. This was Vaisnava Bhakti, but the Saivites too 
imbibed the spirit, otherwise this· new movement of love and 
devotion would have uprooted Saivism. To provide this kind of 
worship within Saivism; the Saiva Sidhanta was formulated in the 
13th century. Of course this formulation of cult must have come 
much later, because three centuries before, we find the echoes 
of this spirit in the songs of a Tamil poet named Manikka Vachakar. 
'No cult in the world' writes Dr. L. D. Barnett, in reference 
to this Bhakti of Siva, ' has produced a richeia devotional lite
rature or one more instinct with brilliance of imagination, fervour 
of feeling and grace of expression '. 

This realisation of God through emotional attachment, the 
affective side of our worship of the deity, presupposes the Lord, 
God, or an incarnation of Him as absolutely perfect being. Com
pared with Him the existence of the devotee is absolutely insigni
ficant. There is ' a sense of utter humiliation ', God is pleased 
when His worshipper becomes extremely ·meek and humble. Love 
of God further stimulates service and sacrifice in the mind of 
the loving· devotee. Love, service, sacrifice are all based on faith 

' 
which is the starting point of this mode of worship. ' The forms 
which Bhakti takes are contemplation of God's power, wisdom 
and goodness, constant rememberance of Him with a devout heart, 
conversing about His qualities with other persons, singing His 
praises wlth fellow men and doing all acts as His service '.1 

1 I. P. 
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When we come to the realisation of God through knowledge 
we enter into the metaphysical realm. Although present from 
the beginning, the idea was consistently and regularly systematised 
by Sankara. ' He who knows me worships me ' forms the essence 
of the Gyan Marga suggested by the Gita. In the Upanisads 
we have 'By knowing God final emancipation is .obtai~ed, by 
meditating upon Him the blissful state in the Brahman-world 
is reached '.1 According to the Vedanta Sutra the essential nature 
of God is knowledge. 2 Sankara's insistence on knowledge is based 
on his metaphysics : I-the multiplicity of the various objects 
in the world, such as ' I', 'you' or all other things which are 
visible to the eye, is not a true multiplicity, but that there is 
in all of them a single, pure and eternal highest self (Parabrahma~) 
and various human organs experience a multiplicity as a result 
of the illusion (Maya) of that Parbrahman ; 2-the self (Atma-.1) 
of a man is also fundamentally of the same nature as the Para
brahman ; 3-and that it is not possible for any one to obtain 
release except by the complete realisation-J nana or Gyan : know
ledge of the Atman and the Parabrahman. The cause of. the 
illusion of the world is our individuality or Avidya-ignorance, 

lack of knowledge. It is what Oeussen calls • the innate obscu
ration of our knowledge ' the twist of the mind which makes it 
impossible for it to see things except through the texture of 
space-time-cause.3 Our knowledge of these things is apara-Vidya 
or lower knowledge. It is not pure illusion which is only about 
the Pratbhasika or illusory existence. It is empirical knowledge 
about the Vyavaharika-the world of senses. The real knowledge 
is para-Vidya-knowledge of ultimate reality-the paramarthika. 
We have to start with the lower knowledge and reach the higher 
wisdom. To reach this wisdom one will have to detach oneself 

from the world. The life of a householder will have to be dis
continued by degrees. As the Gyani ultimately attains perfect 
knowledge, he gives up worldly life and adopts Sannyas (asceticism) 

because action and knowledge are opposed to each other. One · 
cannot have knowledge as long as one · is leading a worldly life 
and one cannot lead a worldly life as soon as one comes to 
have knowledge. This was the path of renunciation-Nivrtti Marga 

or path of knowledge-Gyan Marga expounded by Sankara, the 

founder of Advaitism. 

1. S. B. E. 2. S. B. E. 8. I. P. 
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III 
With this brief review of the three traditional paths of the 

realisation of God in India I now pass on to the path suggested 
by the Guru, but before coming to a detailed discussion of it 
I would like to offer the views of the Guru about the three 
paths reviewed above. That will also indirectly throw some light 
on the marga of the Guru. 

The Guru is not prejudiced against any of these three paths. 
His own Nam Marga has got elements of all these three. Some
times we come across hymns which praise Karma or Bhakti or 
Gyan. But, as every system has got some points of weakness 
and if the spirit of the particular mode of realisation is lost 
sight of, it degenerates into a mere show and hypocricy. The 
system also becomes defective if it is stretched to an uncom
promising extreme. Thus Walter E. Clark writes,1 ' In its search 
for absolute truth by way of religion and philosophy, India has 
tended to go to two extremes.-On the one hand there is-extreme 
intellectualism-on the other hand there is an intense emotionalism. 
At this stage the system stands to be condemned. So the Guru 

denounced these modes of worship, rather these paths of realisation, 
either in their degenerate condition or on account of some inherent 
difficulties in the systems themselves. For instance he does not 
believe in the Vedic or Mimansic interpretation of the Karma 
Marga. A man may offer sacrifices, but that does cleanse his 
mind. It does P.ot build the character of man which the Guru 
thinks favourable for the path of realisation. A king can per
form a huge Yajna or Yagya ceremony by paying thousands of 
rupees and can still remain vicious in character, Then a man 
can go through all daily and occasional forms of Karma pres

cribed by the Mimansas and yet may remain a cheat and deceitful. 
This the Guru said was sheer hypocrisy. The idea behind all 
these karma was connected with certain magical force-apurva-of 
the actions performed which in course of time was capable of 
producing the desired result.2 The Guru denied this magical force 
of the karma. ' Karm ·and Dharm are hypocrisies and they lead 
to vice '.3 Similarly he condemns the old customs of Hawan, 
sacrifice and pilgrimage etc. 4 

1. Indiitn Couception of ImmortaliL,v. 
2. Cf. A Jlisfory of Indian Philosophy by S. Das Gupta, 1, p. 405. 
3. G. G., p. 747, Suhi :Mahula V, 1-3-50. 
,J. G. G.: 

(ci) P. 214, Rag Gauri Mahala V : 
Hom jag Tirath kie bichi l11wm11.i badhe bikar. 4.-1-158. 

(h) Hom jag jnp tap aabhi aanjaw ta~e tirnth nnhi paili, 4-1-14. 
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The Guru has got a fundamental objection to the Karma marga. 
No action can be performed without the idea of Haumai. If 
actions were to be taken the supreme end, the result will be some 
egoism, some sense of pride of having successfully performed those 
actions. The sense of individuality and the feeling ot universality 
are incompatible. This does not mean that he preaches the aban
donment of all actions. He aims at a change of attitude. All 
actions were to be dedicated to God and to be performed depend
ing on His grace. The modern interpretation of the Gita view 
of karma-desireless action-was taught by the Guru. No desire 
for the fruit of one's deeds is to be entertained, even the devotion 
of God was to be free of any desire.1 But this dedication of 
the karma to God was not all in all of the path suggested by 
the Guru. This is his explanation of the attitude of a- Sikh which 
he has to bear towards the activities of life. This brings confidence 
in man and removes the chances of disappointment, and depression 
at the time of failure. 

The repressive attitude of the Yogi towards our conative 
aspect of life was severely criticised by the Guru. On the one 
hand it was extremely difficult and was thus meant for the few. 
A religious path is to be universal and most practical which can 
be performed by a follower of every mental level and in every 
walk of life. Besides this inherent difficulty of inhibitionism the 
Guru also points out to the hypocrisy vihich it may lead to. The 
Yogi kills the· body by ascetic exercises and yet the devil within
the snake-remains stinging and venomous.2 The self control means 
the mental control and not the repression of our physical activities. 
Just as ·on the positive side of actions, the Guru differs funda
mentally on the point that Karma marga attitude promotes individu
ality, so here on the negative side, he has got a basic difference 
with the Yogis. The asc~ticism of the Yogi starts with the assump
tion that body is impure. To purify it we must subject it to 

penances of fasting, of exposing it to snow in winter, to fire 
in summer etc. The Guru s1\ys that purity and impurity are all 
relative terni•s. There is no impurity in the body from his point 
of view. The impurity of mind and body is not intrinsic but 
accidental. The two are pure if they are used with a sincere 
heart in the service of man and God. Away from Hirn in the 

1. Kubu phal ki ichhn naliiu buchhai, Gauri Sukhmnni, G. G. 

2. Wnrmi m~ri sap na miiii, G. G., p. 1347, Prabhati, Mahn.lo, V. 
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delusion of selfishness both become impure. There is nothing 
wrong with our organs of sense and actions, so that they need 

I 
purification by ascetic exercises. It is their use which matters. 
Body and other accessories given to the soul by God are means 
to be used to help it, therefore they are pure. One is not to 
stop one's activities and shut. up one's sense organs to realise 
God and to get peace. 'The experience of Peace' writes Whitiz
head,1 is largely beyond the control of purpose. It comes as a 
gift. The deliberate aim at Peace very easily passes into its 
bastard substitute, Anaesthesia. In other words, in the place of 
a quality of'. life and motion', there is substituted their destruction. 
Thus Peace is the removal of inhibition and not its introduction'. 
So that the Guru says that as long as we are to live in this 
world, we should hear, talk and do something,2 there 1s no 
retiring into the forest and no cessation of activity. To give up 
eating and drinking is simply deceiving one's ownself and the 
public. As long as body is there, it has to be fed and for this 
purpose one must work honestly. Fasting does not bring God 
to man. Nanak once addressed two of his Sikhs Malo and Bhago 
on the subject of penances thus: To burn in fire, to abide 
long in water, to fast, to endure heat and cold, to hold up 
one's arm permanently, to do penance with body reversed, to 
stand for a long time on one leg, to live on forest tubers 
and roots, to abide on the margins of rivers, to wander over 
the world as a pilgrim, to fast at full moon-a_ll such pen
ances are works of darkness.3 The Guru prescribed the follow
ing Jog for the Sikhs : 0 man ! practice Jog in this way : 
Make truth thy horn, sincerity thy necklace, and apply meditation 

as ashes to thy body. Make restraint of thy heart thy lyre and 

the support of the Name thine alms. 4 
· 

The path suggested by the Guru is often called nothing but 
Bhakti Marga, and it is true to a pain~ but with some reser

vations. There are many points common between the two. First of 
all, the background of what I call the Wismad marga is the 
emotional attachment of the devotee with the Lord. The basis 

1. Adveutures of Ideas. 

2. Cf Rag Gauud, p. 872. 

a. S. R., I, p. 13G, 
,1. Ibid, V, Cf. aim .Jupuji, XXVIII. 
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m both the margas is ' feeling ·. Most of the steps suggested by 
the Guru nrc the same as we find in the cult of Bhakti. Still 
the Guru made a desirable and a distinct improvement upon the 
old system. Without repeating what I said by way of contrast 
between Sikhism and Vaisnavism i.n an earlier section, I may men
tion that the Guru did not approve of the. dualism of many 
Bhagtas, their belief in incarnations-avatars-and their idol-wor
ship. 

Besides this the stress of Bhakti is mainly on the emotions 
and the exercise of reason is either discouraged or temporarily 
suspended. The consequences of stress on emotions in detach
ment from reason is not wholesome for the general development 
of the human personality. The body 'is suddenly deprived of its 
guiding ~tar' and it wanders ' into the jungle of passions'. ' Head
long, unguided Bhakti makes for horrible degeneracy.' Remembe
rance of God so essential in Bhakti in its degenerate form falls 
to a mere mechanical repetition of a certain formulae or n~mes 
which the GQru condemned. He tried to combine rational dis
crimination-Bibek Budhi-with feeling-Bhao. With a strange 
combination of the two he tried to approach the universal reality 

through aesthetic feeling for the beauty of nature in form, move

ment and sound. Bhakti had another undesirable influence on 
the general Hindu mind. The tender-heartedness of the Vaisnava 
devotee had passed to extreme vegetarianism. Meekness and pity 
drove away courage and mainliness from the character of a 
Vaisnavite. The sword had become a symbol of evil. The Guru 
on the contrary made the sword a symbol of self-respect and 
changed his follo*rs into soldier-priests. 

As for the Gyan Marga, like Y ogism it is not meant for all. 
Only an exceptionally intellectual person can follow Sankfra's 
footsteps. On the other side when it falls, in degenerates into 

mere intellectualism and false pretentions of knowledge without 
moulding in any way the practical life of men. Quite in a different 
sense the knowledge gathered from the Vedas, Shastras and Smrtis 
is considered to be the real knowledge. Sankara's Gyan gives. 
way to bookish learning and later to mere lip-reading. Thus the 

mere reading of these books came to be considered as a means 
of Release. The Guru does not attach importance to such know

ledge. True knowledge, he says, is in. the realisation of God 
within us and this is not found from books however revealed 
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or sacred they may be. Neither a mere reading of them nor a 
profound scholarship about them will help a man. Such scholarship 
and reading is futile and empty .1 The realisation of the Real 
is not an intellectual understanding of the universe ; but it is 
an experience, a living experience of unity of the one within, witJ-1 
the one without. It includes the whole self. The whole of 
our self is neither involved in cognition nor in a mere intel
lectual process of knowledge. The ' feeling ' the modern psycho
logy teaches us affects our whole system. Intellect, infact, as 
Whitehead says, bifurcates the unity, which results in Maya and, 
therefore, ignorance and not true knowledge. 

The condemnation of Sankara's Gyan has been made· by the 
Guru from another undesirable result which he observed in life. 
It tends to l?retensions and hypocrisy about ·knowledge. To such 
pre~enders the Guru has given the name of Chunch Gyani.2 In 
another book of this writer there is given a story of such Chunch 
Gyanis-false pretenders of knowledge, which is often at the 

tongue of the tradi_tional expositors of the Granth. 3 "These Chunch 
Gyanis, in theory, are nothing but the Brahman, identifying them
selves with the whole universe, recognising no difference or 
divetsity any where in any form of existence ; but in practiG.e 
they prove to be most selfish people, great cheats and infact 

the personification of hypocrisy. 
Apart from these defects, the Guru differed from Sankara's 

Gyan Marga as it ultimately led to Sannyas-the renunciation 
of all actions and the household life. The Guru, as has so many 
times been pointed out, insisted on worldly life and discouraged 
asceticism and renunciation. All Gurus led m1rried lives and 
upto the time of their death they worked for their living. When 

the would be Second Guru visited Nanak for the first time, he. 
found him in his old age working in the fields and cutting grass for 
his cattle.4 When an ascetic Jogi, Bhangarnath by name, asked 
Nanak as to why had he mixed acid with milk, 'that is, why 
he a holy man led a family life-The Guru replied-thou hast 
become an anchoret after abandoning thy family life and yet 
thou goest to beg to the houses of family men •.s In the Granth 

1. G. G War Asa, p. 467 469, Slokas IX and XIII. 
2. Ja~ kana mukh chu!}ch gyan, G. G., p. 832, Bilawal Mahala III 
3. Pp. 54-55, Amrit Jiwan. · 
4. S. R., II, P. 2. 
5. 8. R., I, p. 157 ; Siddhgosht, p. 988. 



whenever the Guru spoke about the re11u11ciation of the worldly 
life he hecame unusually strong in his condemnations. 1 

The philosophical ba,;is of renunciation and asceticism was 
that co act or to tksire was tu relat~ one's self with the material 

workl which was a bondage. H,.:nce life came to be a suffering 
and world an evil. Escape from this world anl its attachments 
meant peace and release. The Guru said that the life and tht: 
world were not bad in themselves. We are sent here to play 
the game in a sportsman spirit. When Farid complained of universal 
suffering in the world, the Guru said that the whole earth was a 
garden, of course with thorns. Those who have got the right 
attitude they enjoy it and are not affected by its thorny side. 
At another place he says that life is charming and the body 
that God hath given is beautiful, only those who affectively 
appreciate the workings of God enjoy it.~ So it is the attitude 
of our mind which makes the world a place of misery. The 
world, the Guru says in the concluding hymns of the Granth, 
is an extension of God and in this universe He has placed three 
things, Truth, Harmony and Right Knowledge. All the three are 
grounded in the Divine Being. Those with whom God is please~, 
they participate and enjoy all these gifts of the Lord. ' 

Thus the Guru preferred a household married life to the 

life of a recluse and a Yogi. Women must not become nuns. 
They must marry and without a husband the life of a woman 
is accursed.3 Just as Z:1.rathu~tra is said to have pronounced that 
' the man who has a wif~ is far above him who lies in conti
nence ', similarly the Guru praised the life of a householder. 
He earns and bestows on others, whereas a recluse depends 
on others and becomes a burden to society.4 In Rag Maru the 
Guru says, instead of renouncing the world, we should renounce 
worldliness, instead of begging for alms and food, we should beg 
'love' from the Lord.5 In Ramkali Ki War we read that Sannyasis 
and Abhiagats are not those who leave their houses and live 

I. G. G., p. 414. W78 i .S. _H., I. p. 102, HnH: III. p. JfJl. 

2. G. G·., p. 966, l\fa.hnl:1 Y. in rPpl~- to 1''nrirl. 

3. 8. R, IV, P· 176. 

4. Isbhekhe 'l'hawhn ~irhu Lh11l11 jithh11 1.:.o wnr:"'ai, ,vailhn.1111 ki wnr I_V, 
p. 587, G. G. 

6. l\[agnn magan nikn Hni ,ins Ourll' nrni:tna 
G. G. 

l\lllrtt l\lRh11ln. V, p. 1()8, 
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un ocher:)' charity, the recluse is he who retires in the regions of 
soul and enjoys all blessings in his houst:'. A hymn of Guru Gobind 
Singh contains his viev.1s as to what a real Sannyas should be: 1 

0 man practice asceticism in this way: 
Consider thy house altogether as the forest, and remain an 

anchorite at heart. 
Make continence thy matteJ hair, union with Goel thy 

ablutions. thy daily religious <luti<?s the ~rowth of thy 
nails; 

Divirie knowledge tby spiritual guide, admonish thy heart 
and apply God's name as ashes to thy body. 

Eat little, sleep little, have love, mercy and forbearance. 
Ever practise mildness and patience and thou shalt be freed 

from the three ' qualities '. 
Attach not to thy heart lust, wrath and covetousness and 

obstinacy and worldly love. 
Thus shalt thou behold the Real Soul of this world and 

obtain the Supreme Being. 
Such was the attitude of the Guru towards the three traditional 

paths in India. His own marga as I have said before contains 
elements of all the three and so tar all the writers have been 
confusing the Guru's marga with one of these three Hindu margas. 
Such a confusion was natural. The Guru laid emphasis on our 
aesthetic faculty. He tried to approac'.1 the Unity in nature 
through our aesthetic nature, which is not a faculty indepen
dent of the rest of our nature. An aesthetic experience can easily 
be mistaken for any of the three aspects of our mental life. 
E. F. Carritt writes 'The experienc~ of beauty is an activit)' 
and hence in its own way good and pleasant; it has, therefore, 
been confused with morality and with pleasure. Its activity is 
contemplation of p,ission; and hence it has been identified with 
knowledge and feeling simply. It contemplates passion by means 
of expressing it in sensible form and has, therefore, been mistaken 
for imitation of natural objects '.2 

IV.-(Haumai)-The Disease. 
We have discussed above the three margas and the Guru's 

criticism of them. When we come to his own path we have 
first to enquire about the nature of the disease for which the 

1. D G., Bamkali. 
2. The Tl1<'rr11 nf Ben11fy, p. 2!16. 
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remedy is to be sought. We have already seen that the creation 
of the world was due to Haumai and in the theoretical part we 
discussed its metaphysical significance. This Haumai is the cause 
of our personal individuality, what Professor J. Macmurray calls 
the • egocentricity of man '.1 This egocentricity or individu~lity 
is Haumai. We have seen that the Guru believes in one conscious 
principle pervading everywhere. Under the influence of Haumai 
that • one ' appears •many·. So that what we call indi~idual self 
is infact a temporary p1rtition caused by Haumai. ' The isolation 
of selves is caused by our individualism '.2 Part has been sepa
rated from the whole. Separation is painful. The part wants to 
be one with the whole. There is p~ace even in life if the part 
•feels· that it is one with its larger self of which it is a part. 
This • feeling ' cannot come as long as one is under the influence, 
of Haumai-the partitioning element. The struggle between the 
two, the part and the partitioning element is the human life. The 
Nam in us yearns to be one with the Nam outside us. The 
Haumai stands in the way. 

When the Guru found a couplet of Kabir saying that the door 
leading to release is extremely narrow, narrower than the one-tenth 
of a musterd seed, how can I-such a fat being-pass through 
it ? The Guru composed a couplet in answer. Yes, the path 
is narrow, but the fatness is only caused by Haumai. As soon 
as it is removed, the soul is ever free and can go everywhere 
without any resistence. 3 Similarly when the Siddhas asked Nanak, 
how can this perturbed and wandering mind get peace ? The 
Guru replied ; give up sectarianism and formalism, keep always 
in tune with the universal self by passing beyond your individual 
self-Haumai.4 Tne scorching flame of Haumai can be·cooled down 

by removing inwardly the distinction of ' many ' and by merging 
into them as your own single self.5 In the ethical field the Haumai 
becomes pride----the irrational assertion of the individ_ual ego. Such 
a pride leads to fall. The Guru counts the classical beings of 
Hindu mythology and ar,ques by their example that pride does 
not let us have the real peace. Learning, power and kingdoms 

1. Cf. H•:a.son ,C, E11to io11, p. Ii. 
2. Ihirl, µ. 229. 
3. Gujri ke war, G. G, p. 509, l V Sloku, 

4. G. G, p 939: Siud.h~osht (j--10, 

[J. I hid, 41-•ln, 
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did nor bring peace to B;-ahman, Balraja, Harichand, Harnakash, 
Rawan, Jarasandh, Duryodhan, Janmeja and Kans.1 So he advises 
the saints to give up pride, which is another form of Haumai, 
and which is so subtle, that the very consciousness of having 
got rid of it implies it.3 This Haumai is thus the cause of suffer
ing in our worldly life, and is responsible for our moral or immoral 
conduct and destroys the mystic ecstacy, which the Guru preaches 
to be achieved through our emotional and aesthetic attachment 
with the manifestations of the Wonderful Lord. " Be they artist" 
or lovers of art, mystics or mathematicians, those who achieve 
ecstacy are those who have freed themselves from the arrogance 
of humanity ".3 This 'arrogance of humanity' is a veil between 
the particular and the universal, between the part and the whole. 
As R. W. Emerson said: For by being assimilated to the 
original soul, by whom and after whom all things subsist, the 
soul of man does then easily flow into all things and all things 
flow into it: they mix; and he is present and sympathetic with 
their structure and law. 4 Thus H.rnmai is disease, an obstacle, 

a partitioning element. 

And, yet inspite of all the Jenunciations of Haumai, the Guru 
says, the way out of it lies within it. It is a serious disease, but 
it is a disease which carries a cure with itself. Haumai Dirngh 
Rog Hai; Daru Bhi Is Mahin. 5 Birth, death; profit and loss, 

truth and falsehood, all that we mean by the world is in Haumai; 
but if the angle of vision is changed, the many become one and 
the partition disappears. The Gur.u calls it the wall-pal-erected 
by our false vision. As soon as the right attitude is adopted, 
the sight is restored. When such an attitude becomes permanent 

the individual self feels a part of the universal self and this 
results in undisturbed peace. He transcends the personal and gets 

Peace, which as Whitehead rightly says, is the harmony of the 
soul's activities with ideal aims that lie beyond any personal 
satisfaction.6 The outlook of the individual 1s widened. This 
is got neither by logical ar~uing nor by abstraction. It is 
-·--------------------
1. Gauri Mahala r, G G .. p. 224-85, 12-B. 

G. G., p. 219, R1ti; Ganri, Mtthrd11 4-:!-1. 

fl A l't by Cliv('. Bell, p. 70. 
4. EmP.1·s011's Worlcs, II, r. 94. 
ii. G G, "\Vnr Asa. 
6, ai 1frenlnres of lrie(I.~, p. !-i71. 
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a.n expencncc and every body's personal expeneoce. Such , 
universalisation of the outlook or technically known as absorp
tion, does not mean the cessation of personal life. ~The 

individual uses the words • I ' and ' you ' as before, but he feels 
immanent in •he' and 'you', 'this' and' that·. 'Let him, writes 

the Guru, address the other as • you ' and let him be addressed 
by the other as • you ' in practical life ; but this differentiation 
should not enter into his inner feelings. 1 

There is a very subtle distinction between the Guru's concept 
of Haumai and that of the Vedantists. The Guru wanted to 
combine theism and pantheism. Although an Advaitist he would 
not say • I am God ' nor • I am all that is·. He would not say 

with the modern Vcdantist Vivekanand, · Without my will the 
sun and moon could not move ' or · At my will the universe 
goes like a machine.' Krishnamurti, the pre~ent hea<l of ,he 
theosophical school, is another exponent of Egoistic Energism. It 
is Indian Netizchism and is the outcome of the present political 
and moral condition of India. Sir Mohammad Iqbal in his As1·ar-i
Klrndi harps on the same tune although with a difforcut meta
physics. ' With the strength of your self-assertion overcome the 

whole world', writes the Muhammadan disciple of Nietzsche in 

his recent book the Kalam-i-Jabril. Dr. Nicholson summarises 
Iqbal's views on Khudi in the following words: He sees that 
Hindu intellectualism and Islamic pantheism have destroyed the 
capacity for action. This capacity for action depends ultimately 
on the conviction that Khudi is real and not merely an illusion 
of the mind'. 

There are two angles from which this Khudi or Haumai
individuality--is look~d upon. Iqbal makes every· I·,' you' anJ 
' he ' real, Vivekanand says, no • you ' and • he ' but all • I '. 

The Guru says, no ' you ' and ' I' but all • He '. ' He ' is the 
goal and' you' and ' [' are stages. They ar~ not illusions. For the 

Guru the world is real, but only to a point and in that world 
•you' and •I' a~~ real to the same point. There is no negation 
of action or energism, rather there is emphasis on the practical 

side of life. But this reality of the world and individuals is relative 
and phenomenal. It is ultimate and one in essence, but not as 

in appearance and manifestation. That essence which is one and 
ultimate and also personal in a broad sense is Nam. To reach 

J. G-. G., p. 412, .-\s11 J1fulial1t 1 -4, 8-~. 
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it we must transcend the _difference based on Hamnai and en- -
couraged by intellect or Buddhi. 

Gurmat and Durmat: In the Western thought two sources 
of knowledge-intellect and intuition-are sharply defined. Bene
detto Croce, the famous Italian thinker, begins his 'Theory of 
Aesthetics' by saying that• Knowledge has two forms: it is either 
intuitive knowledge or logical knowledge ; knowledge obtained 
through the imagination or knowledge obtained through the intel
lect. 1 The controversy between the Cartesians of the 18th and the 
Romanticists of t~e 19th century was also based on the same 
distinction. In our own century the dispute between the two 
still continues in one form or the other. The Guru was aware 
of the difference between the tw,o approaches to Reality and we 
have already discussed it in the theoretical section. Intellect and 
intuition, for the Guru, are not two faculties poles asunder. The 
Guru's words for the two are derived from the same source. 
In both cases it is Mati; in one form it is Dur and in the other 
it is Gur. One is perverted Reason-Durmati and the other is 

perfected Reason-Gurmati. In other words both are the two sides 
of Haumai, one is directed towards the phenomenal and the other 
towards the nou-menal. Durmati has got more than one meaning. 
It is also used to express our vicious nature, the immoral self. 
Buddhi and Anbhav are the other two terms used in the same. 

sense, as intellect and intuition. The Guru does not discard Buddhi. 
He insists on their co-operation, otherwise the progress is impossible. 
Wt! cannot proceed an inch in space, cannot conceive a single 
moment of time and cannot comprehend a single particle of matter 

without the help of the intellect. But space, tim~ and matter 
do not exhaust the self of, and the pzrsonal in, man. There is 
always a yearning for beyond the three entities. That which is 
the creature of these cannot tresspass their limits. The intuition 
comes 111. The intuition crowns the intellect with its final success 
but only on the spade work done by the latter. Intellect must 
give a start to intuition. The latter cannot become final without 
the former and the former cannot get a start without the latter. 
This is possible only when they art'. in agreement, when they 

are in a line. The intel.!ect under Asudh-impure-Haumai gets 
perverted. Then it is on a wrong track. The two do not meet. 

· Progress is withheld. This is the influence of Durmati or Manmati. 

It was this kind of reason--a dia!t.'ctic illusion--which K,rnt intC'ndcd 

l. P. 1. 
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to Jestroy 'to make room for faith·. When intellect reaches 
the region of faith it becomes purified and is named Bibek Buddhi. 
Ir can then discriminate between right and wrong path and can 
thus co-operatt' with Anbhav. In this co-operation the personality 
is on the right tr:1ck and is under the influence of Gurmati. · 

With nec~ssary practice, the intt>llect can be diverted to the 
right channel. 'The intellect ' says the Guru in Japuji, ' if spoiled 
and made dirty by perwrtion and darkn~s or evil can be washed 
and illuminated by Nam." Thus when the intellect is purified, 
when it becomes free from the narrow egocentricity and pheno
menality, it becomes an aid in the realisation of the Ideal. It 
is not only an aid, it is an indispensable start. There is no 
step forward without Bibek BudJhi-- the true reason, the l'nligh
tened intelligence. Without this man is blind. This is the instru

ment of religiousness in ma1i. Animals do not have any religion 
because they are not capabL._, uf attaining this rationality--the 
Bibek Buddhi. It is the essence. of personality. It is basis of 
all branches of knowledge, scientific or intuitive. " Science grows 

out of our rationality in relation to material things. Art grows 
out of our relation to living beings. Religion grows out of our 

relation to persons.' Rationality is the core of relationship. With
out this rationality, says Nanak in Rag Gauri,2 men grope in the 

dark and behave like the blind. They reverse the whole order. 
They understand just the opposite of everything, bad as good, 
ignorant as expert, asleep as awake, dead as living, separation as 
union, loss as profit and so on. As soon as the Gurmati begins to 
work, the individual becomes universal. The source of this Bibck 
is God because He Himself is Bibeki-one having Bibek, rather 
He Himself is Bibek. The Bibek in man is to be made free 
so that the finite may be linked with the Infinite. In their daily 

prayer the Sikhs repeat this desire for this link every morning 

and evening Man Niwan, Matt Uchchi, Matt Ka Rakha Wahigurn: 
Intellect subordinated to enlightened reason which in its turn is 
under the protection of the Wonderful Lord. 

1. Uea.~on and Rmofio11, p. UJG. 
2. G, G., p. 229. 



CHAPTER XVI 
NAM MARGA 

I 

PRAISE of Nam-We may now turn to a rather detailed 
account of Nam marga. Nam has been very much praised 

m the Granth. It is the cure of all suffering. The Guru has 
used all kinds of metaphors and illustrations to express the supreme 
pleasure which Nam gives. The first two Ashtpadis of Sukhmani 
are wholly devoted to the wonderful achievements of Nam. 1 It 

l. G. G. 
(a) P. 72, Sri H,ig liffl.h11ln V: 

Su,:i gnlla Gm· pnh aiii, 
.Nam dun isnan ilirraiii, 
Sa.hh mnkt hoa saisarrii, Nannie ;;11ehi h,•ri char jio II-21-2-:!9. 

(/J) P. 236, Ga.uri Mahala V : 
(}ur sewn. te name l.i~ii 

Tie kan milia jis m;1Rraki IJhiig:'i ... 

Akhand kirtin tin bhojn.n chura 
Kahu NaDRk jis Se.tig111· p111·a· H-9 

(c) P. 239, Ga.nri Mahn.la V : 
Bin Sim.ran je.ise sarparjiiri 
'l'io jiwah sakat nam hisari-1. 8-7. 

(d) P. 240. Gn.nri Mah11l:i V : 

~iii mere Gobind apnn nam d11J111 
Nnm binn. <lhri~ dhri~ R.snr.hu 1. 8-1(). 

(£') P. 296, Sukhmani : 

Ih phnl 11~ jan kai mukh l1hn11,. 

Gur Xnnak nn.m bnchnn mani ~1111r. fi-XX1V. 
(/'J P. 88:a!, Asa, ~fahnl11. V: 

Amrit nam tnmnrn 'Phakr,r rih11 mrdiarnH j,rnhipio, 

Dl1nn110 :iO kalij11l,!; Brtdh Han~ kirlau g11.ini N,u111k 1111111 iLdhar hio. 
4-8-47. 

(g) P. 48 l. R,Lg Gu.iri Mahala I : 
'Pera nn.m kn.ri chnnr;iathi11 i" 1111m u1•fl1t hoi ....... . 
Puja kichni nnmdhiiiini bin n:w·ai pujna hoi. ,1-1. 

h) P. 946, Sirldhgosht, LXV III: 
Name no.mi rn.hai bairegi Ri1chu rnkhia urdhnro

1 

Nanak bin nawai jog kade nn how11i dPkl,'1,11 1-·1,J · I - I (i...,_ 
~tJ )It IHI-~. ll 

(i) P. ll88, Bl111iro l\lahaln V : 
.Nunak ,Ins ihn kiii HchRrn 

Din H11ri nam mithia Rnbhi rhhnr. 4. 
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· is the main topic of the Granth. It has been called ambrosia. 
A sweetest possible thing is less sweet than Nam. ' If there 
is Nam I live, if not I die.' In Rag Bhairon the Guru repeats 
Jive times the word 'beautiful' to qualify Nam. ' Beautiful, beauti
ful, beautiful, beautiful, beautiful is Thy Nam.1 Without it a man 
lives the life of snake, a crow, a filthy worm, a dog, a pig, a 
donkey etc.2 These are metaphors. Lives of these animals are 
associated with some specific vices. Nam stands to life just as 
life stands to body. A body is dead without life and a life is 
dead without Nam. All activities of man without Nam are worth
less and cause bondage and suffering.3 An animal is much better 
than a man without Nam.4 'Were a mansion of pearls erected 
and inlaid with gems for me; perfumed with musk, saffron, frag
rant aloes, and sandal to confer delight ; may not these things 
O God. make me forget Nam'. The Guru goes on counting 
all luxuries, but he places Nam over every conceivable pleasure 
of the world.5 He does not denounce the pleasures of the wor\d, 
but without that link of the finite soul with its parent Infinite 
God they seem to be empty and do not give the deeper satis
faction. Nam supplies the real content and the underlying pathos 

of every pleasure is removed and the enjoyment is shared by the 
whole self. This Nam. he says, is not a philosophy nor a know
ledge to be gained from books. It does not come from without, 
rather it goes out from within. · I have searched all the Shastras 
and the Vedas. but Nam is nowhere to be found.6 The mistake 
that Nanak discovered was that people took God eitht!r · without · 

man-outside in nature including man. in the form of humanity 
etc.. or He was considered · within ' man in the literal stlnsc. 
Nanak taught that when ' within' of man comes into aff"'ctiv~ 
relation with ' without· of man. then Nam is made manifest and 
the feeling of unity leads to the realisation of God in Pind and 

Brahmnnd--in man and universe. 

II 

Nam not Repetition of some names or f ormulas.-When 

1. G. G, 11- !HIS. 
I?. G. G., p. j39, Gau~i hl11.hal11. V, 8-7. 
a. !hid, p. ,JO, 8-11, 
4. R11g Gnjri l\Jnllllla J, 4-1, (}. t}. 1 p. •189. 
5. G. G., S1·i Hag. 
6. G. G., S11kkmani, 11· 24Ci, 
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we actually analyse the teachings of tbe Guru to find out an 
answer to the question as to the definition of Nam or a clear 
and direct exposition of it, there is not much response to the 
query. So far writers on Sikhism have been interpreting Nam 
in the sense of repetition of God's name. Trumpp says that the 
• muttering of the name of God came to be a universal medicine ' 
and • a very easy way of salvation'. A later writer Mr. Macauliffe 
does not in any way differ from this traditional interpretation. 
'In connection with this we may say', he writes, 'that the re
petitition of God's name is one of the principle forms of Sikh 
worship. 1 Miss Field, Farnell, Carpenter, Narang and Macnicol 
and all others including the. Sikh writers have followed the view 
adopted by these two writers. Khazan Singh too justifies the 
mere repetition of the name of God on more philosophical grounds.2 

'The Guru inculcates upon us', writes K. Singh, 'that the repe
tition of the Lord's name supplies us with a delicious and inexh1us
tible store of nectar which gives eternal peace of mind, enjoyment 

and happiness. 3 

If this is the interpretation of Nam, then surely it is magical 
m its nature and origin. This, infact, was the old Hindu concept 
of the repetition of certain Mantras. The general Indian belief 

in such a magical name is derived from the peculiar Indian logical 
theory " that objects can be comprehended by means of the name, 
the logical-magical aspect-based on the presupposition that Nomen 
Est Omen, that is to say, words are Satya, Reality and Aksara, 
constant inviolable entities; for India's magical posi':ivism assumes 
that an object's name is the key to its very essence." ◄ The 
Mantras thus came to have an occult force which ceases to operate 
if the order or the sequence of letters and words of the Mantra 

is disturbed or even if it is translated into some other language.5 

This magical force of the names was more hopefully and faithfully 

attributed to the names of God. The essentials of the belief 
are present in all great religions of the world. A passage from 
Farnell's Attributes of God explains this belief more clearly : 
More obvious and more familiar to us is the use of the Divine 
Name as a chief vehicle for the manifestation of the divine power; 

1. S. R., II, p. 9. 
2. l:I'.. P. S., pp. 416-422. 
S. 1 bid, p. 642. 
4. Indian&; Western Philosophy by Dr. Bett.y Heimann. p. 86. 
5. Cf. Hindu Ideals by Annie Bosaut. 
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and the Name is conceived to attach so closely to the divine 
personality that like Word it lends itself to personification as 
the agent .of the divinity. The occult power of the divine name 
is more illustrated from older and more recent Indi~n religio.us 
literatures: the name Amitabha, sovereign of a Buddhist paradise, 
was so sacred, according to later Buddhistic literature, that• the 
most evil, by merely uttering the name of Amitabha perhaps but 
in blasphemy, are reborn in paradise'. In the services of the 
Sikh religion, composed by the Guru Nanak, there are many texts 
proclaiming mystic potency of the name of God : by the mere 
hearing of the name men attain complete enlightenment, power over 
death and immunity from sorrow and sin : it is the name that 
energises the power of the unchangeable Lord in the soul of the 
hearer. As regards our own sacred books we are so familiar with 

the passages in the Old and the New testament where the divine 
name is invested with a mystic potency, a half personal automatic 
power, which can even emanate from God into others, that the 
ordinary reader does not realise how strange and alien all this 
is to modern logic and thought. Its origin is suggested by our 
prevalent popular phrase ' a name to conjure with '. Here again 
we have an example ot old world magic bequeathing a leading 

and pregnant thought to higher theistic religions.1 

This long qu.otation gives us the universality of the idea of 
name as associated with ancient magic. The same interpretation 
has been imposid upon Nanak's path of realisation. I differ from 
this traditional view. When I disagree I do not deny the existence 
of passages in the Granth which lend themselves very easily to 
this innterpretation of Nam in the magical sense. What I maintain 
is that there are as many or even more passages which woulJ 
contradict such an interpretation. In the light of such passages 

we have to find a way out which would consistently bring in 
line the two apparently contradictory currents of thought. This 
would naturally result in doing away with the magical origin of 
the Nam marga litid down in the Adi Granth. Whenever name 
is used in the magical sense it always means a mere repetition 
of some word or formula without any reference to the mental 
concentratian or the development of the personality of man. By 

mentioning the name of Allah, says the Quran, we are protected· 

I. Pp. 237 ·· 288. 
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from the · Devil.1 The Guru never reconciled himself to sue h a 
lip-repetition of certain names or formulas. · But when ye take 
rosaries in your hands and sit down counting your beads, ye 

never think of God, but allow your minds to wander thinking 
of worldly objects. Your rosaries are, therefore, only for show, 
and your counting your beads is only hypocrisy '.2 • The hypo
crites who stop their noses under pretence of meditation and 
count their beads are very impure '. 3 In Rag GuJari the Guru 
says: Every body says · God, God', but hy saying God we cannot 
reach God.4 Again in War Bihagra--thc Guru repeats a similar 
idea-the whole,, world goes along muttering the name of God, 
but not thus God is .realised. In Rag Malar, Nanak says that 
no body knows Nam. It is not muttering by tongue as people 
take it. It is a communion of the heart. 5 We do not require 
words or bookish terminology for Nam. Every thing can be des
cribed in words except Nam.6 In Japuii the Guru says that all 
activities of man in relation to man and the world are made 
possible through verbal symbols but Nam is not comprehensible 

by means of letters.7 Presence or absence of bookish learning 

does not help or hinder a man in following this· path of Nam.~ 

It is not mere reflection or meditation. It means the moulding 
of whole personality. It affects all activities of our life. 'Nam 
is our whole character, Nam is our whole but pure worldly life.9 

The man whose heart is thoroughly illuminated is said to con
tain God". 

Ill 

Nam not definable but imperfectly described.--Although the Guru 
- ------- ----- - ---------

1. H.B. E. Vol. Vf. p. 162. 
2. Nanak, H. R, I, p. 51. 
8. Bobinrl Singh, S. H., V, p. J59. 
4. G G., p 491, Gu,i11ri ~lnh1da III: 

Ram Ram ~a.bh _ko kahni kahi11.n R11111 nn hoi. •1-4-6. 
Also: Har1 Han knrhi nit kapt knm1rn·hi hirt!R snrlclh na hoi, Suhi 
Matialn, IV, p;••62 

6. G. G, p.1265, J\fnlar Mahnln I : 
(a) Bin jihwa jo japni hiai 

Koi j:11:111.i k1liBii niiu : •t-·1--li. 
(b) P. 1264, Mahala IV : 

Nam nidhan wasia ghati ont1ni rnRnii Hnri , 11 ,,.-· 
fi. G. G .. P: 261, Bo.wan Akhkhari. Siok!\ LIX: g !1 ,.,a1. 4-7. 

Dnstmau akhkhar hai jetn 
Nnnak Parhrnhm nir lepn, 64. 

7. IP Stanza. 
8. G. G .. p. 197, Ga!1ri l\Iu.hal11. V: ,Jo p1·ani Govi J rlh' . 

parmgat paw1u. ,i-9l~IGo. · nc inw111, Pareii 11.nparili 
fl. Ibid, p. 1146, Nii~n hamnrni sHgal :ickir. N 1 _ . 

Bham l\fahala v. · · 11111 inmariu nirmnl biohar. 
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says that Nam is not definablt?, yet he gives descriptions of the 
mental states in Nam. It is true of all ultimate values. G. E. Moore 
in his Principia Ethics holds the same attitude towards ·good·. 
"If I am asked", writes Moore, .. what is good'? my answer 
is that good is good and that is the end of the matter. Or ii 
I am asked ' How is good to be defined ? ' my answer is that 
it cannot be defined, and that is all I have to say about it ". 
It is more or less true of all feelings. The nature of a feeling
state cannot be adequately defined though its expression can be 
described. This brings us to another set of data dealing with 
what' the Guru calls Wismad---the wonder-element .in our com
munion with God and His workings: Nam. "There are two 
ways", writes Lloyd Morgan, "in which we are acquainted with 
psychophysical events. In one way we arc acquainted with their 
physical nature, ;in the other way with their psychical nature. 
The latter w.1y M. Bergson sp?aks of as intuition ; Mr. Alexan~.er 
as enjoyment". It is this enjoyment-clement in Wismad:on which 
the Guru lays a great emphasis. The man who gets into Wismad 
experiences indescribable inten~ity Sund-enjoyment. 1 Just as there 
are intellectual and philosophical arguments for the existence of 
God, there is also an ap.:,roach to the concept of God throu~h the 
aesthetic feeling of wonder-for indescribable beauty and power. 

God Himself is described to be ever in Wismad. His is the infinite 
Wismad, the content and the intensity of which He alone knows.2 

' In some of his moods and emotional experiences in his moral 
aspirations and abnegations, equally also in his aesthetic reactions 

to dance, music, song and the beauty of the natural world, 
at times in his outbursts of battleage and vindictiveness, man 
has felt himself in communion with a life and a power other 
and stronger than himself which possesses him, ' ecstasizes ' or 
carries him out of himself, exalting him or subduing him and 

which he cannot but personify as superhuman and divine.' At 

1. G. G .. p. 285 : 

(a) Bismn.n bisnm bhnohismii<l, 
,lin bhujhi,'i tie iiiii su,1,l. 3-XVl. 

(f,) Nnunidhi nmrit Prabh ka nn11 
IJehi nrnhi i::ik1t bisriim 
Sun s:i.mndhi 1tnhnt t11.h nad 
Knhu nit iai nchraj bismiid 1-XX[II. 

2. I bid; p. 291, 
Biam11.n bis,tm rnhe bismad 
:Nnnnk 11p11i gnti j1tnhn iip. 6-XXL 
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such occasions one forgets one's self.I A v1s10n or a 'feel' of 
the universal takes out the egocentricity out of the individual. 
The experience is not hallucinatory. There is a definite percep
tion' of concrete· reality through organs of sense : seen with eyes 
and· heard with ears. But the data supplied by the senses do not 
become a material for the intellect to be divided, subtracted and 
abstracted into differentiations. The phenomenal Buddhi remains 
on the surface. It is lost in the colour, smell or the petals of a rose. 
The inner organ-the Anubhav-call it intuition, feeling or insight, 
enters into the very nature of the thing and feels quite at home 
because there is no difference, there is no estrangement. The 
whole, the experience, the experiencer and the experienced, is one 
linked unity. It is aesthetical insight leading man through appear
ance to reality, through world to God. People denying the existence 
of God do not and cannot deny the existence of this transcen
dental aesthetic exp~rience and some Power which is the source 
of such an experience. Thus, for instance, Professor Julian Huxley 
the zoologist, once wrote,' under ' What I Believe', "I do not 
believe in God-there are certain experiences which transcend 
ordinary experience, make the individual feel enlarged and have 
a quality of absoluteness and perfection which is absent in the 
human affairs of every day-Wonder and joy are a right relation 
towards nature, whether we feel them in relation to a hypothetical 
Power behind nature, or to the stars and sea and living creatures 
directly". This feeling of wonder and joy is Wis mad and it is 
indescribable.' In such a state the Guru says the distinction between 

1. f¾. c+. 

.) 

((/) P. 836. Bilawal Ma.ha la I\": 
Hau :ikal hibl hhRi Gnr rpkJ1P. ha11 lot pot hui 
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(~'',V-~ Chrn111c/,... London, .J1111(' '2:!
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Nnnnk Onrte ai,i !'a,1:t 

(ti) P . .'.io135: M1~-~{{°i[nltala. v·=-·: H-27. 
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the qualities and the bearer of those qualities, God and His attri. 
butes is lost. Then God is Wismad, the world is Wismad and 
the self is Wismad and thus all the three merge into the state 
of Wismad.1 The Guru's aesthetic is theistic. The ,vorld is garden, 
he says, and the source of beauty in it is God. He is the very 
soul, the spirit, the breath of May flowers and Spring-beauty.2 

God is not only beautiful, He also enjoys the beauty of the 
world of which He Himself is the source. Similarly the world 
deriving beauty from God is not only • a thing of beauty ' it 
also gets for ever the joy from that beauty. In other words 
the world too is Wismad and Wismadi both. In Rag Asa the 
Guru says ; the rhythm of sound in music-nad, in poetry-ved, 
the beauty of form in creatures and their species, their appear
ances and colours, wild animals, wind, water, fire, earth, sources 
of production, human pleasure, union and separation, hunger 
and repletion, God's praises and eulogies, desert and road and 
infact every thing that is, is in Wismad. They are not only a 
source of wonder to man, but they themselves are in wonder. 3 

Chirping of birds in the morning,4 the twinkling of stars at night, 

1. G. G, p. ~99 'L'hiti G,tll~i ?lfolrnla \' : 

Eko ok bu.khaniai bi1fa jat;1:ii swiiJ 
Gu1_1 GoLiud nn ja1.1ini N a1111k sabli hi,;1111ul. Xl. 

Cf'. the Sufi lll·Jnism of ,nt-, sift nnJ 'fHj11lli: l,;i.uuie ::;uii-111, L•· H. 
:!. Lt. G., p 1117, B,is11.nt Malrnlu III. 
3. U. G., pp. ,lo!l-64, Wnr Asa :\Iahala l : 

\Vi,m1111J 11:"id misllltld \iedn, 

\V1s111ad jia. \\"is111ad lihec, 

\Vismnd rnp wi,rn1111l r;1ng-, 
\\'isulllrl 11ugc pl1irahi jaut. 
\Viema<l p11ur.1 wi:uuail 1,u1_1i 
\Vismad ng-11i khi;d1d1i wiJiir.11 
Wi:1111:.ul dhnrti wismad khn1_1i. 

Wi,rn11ul tia11jo~ wism:ul wijoi.;, 

\Vis1mHI bhuJ.:.h wisnrnd bhog-. 
W11rn1ad :;ift wismad ,:mlahi, 
Wi:!11111.cl ujliu~ wismad rnhi. 
Wismlld ~ep1.i wismii.1I cliir, 

\Visuuul <lokhe.i lwjre. lrnjur. 

Wekh ,,idai:i uhia wit1111R.rl, 

Nanak bujhni:i purai bhag. 1. Sloke. III; 
.Note-Wisma.<l and hiR11111d 1uo enc nn•I tho sn11;c worrl, w a11d h lwi11~ 

iuter changeablo in PR.nje.bi. 
4- _G. G .. p. 319, Ganri ki war Mahala V : 

Chiri c_huhki pahu phuti wugi;i ha.hut trung, 
Achra,1 rup snntun rnchc Nn1J11k munhi tRD!!· 8lok1t VI. 
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the sweet night/ the bright lamps of sun and moon in the sky , 
and the wonderful creation of God on earth, the peacocks in the 
rainy season,2 sweet and attractive thick shadows in summer3 all 
bear a message of Wismad to a ' seeing' eye. This Wismad does 
not so much depend upon the objects. The things of the world 
in themselves do not have the remarkable difference of degrees 
of stimulating the Wismadic state. Much depends upon the re
ceptive spirit, ' the life of the spirit' as Santayana calls it, 'the 
life that responds to nature's charms, to her colour. her cadences, 
her music-it is gazing, it is listening-is sensitivity that asks not 
why nor whither, that simply enjoys '. For such a spirit any 
thing is sufficient to arouse his Wismadic nature. 'He who has 
seen the sea and the blue heaven, and the moon and the stars, 
who has clomb a mountain, who has heard a bird in the woods, 
who has spoken and been spoken to, who has seen a rock or 
a shoe of his own child, who has known a mother-he will bow 
to knee and thank his God and call it God. 4 Whenever an in
dividual thinks and perceives not entirely scientifically and intel
lectually, but religiously and. aesthetically, a little bit of anything 

in the world, he feels the wonderfulness of the wonderful Lord 

and involuntarily exclaims something like Wahiguru. So that the 
eve of a \Vismadi gets Wismad from any and every object.5 

For him, the Guru says, the whole world becomes pure, good 
and beautiful. "True and false, real and unreal, good a1;d bad, 
have no place in the aesthetic world", says Bosonquet.6 Tagore 
relates the story of a Chinese friend of his, who, he says ' while 
travelling with me in the streets of Peking ~uddenly exclaimed 
with a vehement enthusiasm ': ·Look.here is a uonkey ! ' Surely 

1. l;. G. J•. l:J!J, Asa J\11d1ala V: 

Uliiuui miuari(l c:li111uka1_1 1:iro 

-la~hi sant j,urn mere Hn111 pdire. J. 
~- U. G, p. 5f>7, ,vadhan~ 1\IahalR I: 

1lori n11_1 jlrnr;i 1:iia blrnine S:iwan aiii. 1-3. 
8. G G, p. 1174, B.isant l\11;!111.'it III: 

tJiihuu i.;hu1.1i phuli liatll'iii, 

Gurnrnkhi big,rni sahn,j sub!tai. :l. 

J. Life by Hutchison Stel"li1111 

5. G. G., p. 801, Bilawal Mahn la: 
Jin chakhia tis i'iiii i::arl 
,Jio gi:i!}ga lllan mo.hi biemud . 
...\.nar;irl rup sah1:i nadri aia, 
.Tan Nanak Hn ri Gur;i II khi snmaia. 6-]. 
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it was an utterly ordinary donkey, like . an indisputable truism 
needing no special introduction from him. I was amused but it 
made me think. This animal is generally classified as having certain 
qualities that are not recommendable and then hurriedly dismissed. 
It was obscured to me by an envelopment of commonplace associ
ations ; I was lazily certain that I knew it and, therefore. I hardly 
saw it. But my friend, who possessed the artist mind of China, 
did not treat it with a cheap knowledge but could se'ek it afresh 
and recognise it as real. When I say real, I mean that it did 
not remain at the outskirt of his consciousness tied to a narrow 
definition, but it easily blended in his imagination, produced a 
vision, a special harmony of lines, colours and life and movement, 

1 became intimately his own ! 1 

IV 

'N..am the experience of the Aesthete and not of the Artist.-While 
interpreting Nam as the experience of reality by the aesthetic 
intuition of man uniting him with the Power behind all such 
experiences, a subtle distinction should be made between the 2x

perience o_f a . layman and that of an artist. Wismad marga while 
not excluding the artist is essentially the path of a layman. A 

_ perfect Wismadi is not necessarily a great artist. We may call 
him an aesthetic mystic but he is not an artist. An artist divides 
the world into beautiful and ugly. For a Wismadi there is no 
such inherent distinction. An artist knows how and why a thing 
is beautiful whereas a Wismadi simply knows that it is beautiful.. 
He does not even know that he knows that it is beautiful. For 
a Wismadi as Professor L. S. Stebbing once said, • the aesthetic 
experience is a completely satisfying experience'. In such an ex
perience, she said, no questions arise. We question when we 
are not completely satisfied. The artist sees things through a 
medium and with an urge to production. The attitude of the 
artist leads to division and that of the aesthete (Wismadi) to 
unification. The aesthetic religion, if it may be so called, unifies 
the individual with the universal, whereas the faith of an artist, 
on account of the medium through which he sees Nature, selects 
and rejects the data supplied to him by her. The universe for 
the artist as Vernon Blake calls it is ' a reservoir from which 
the artist may draw his material'. The function of such an 

l, Rel-i,qion of .Man, V· 186; 
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aesthetic religion on the practical side is to develop the 'Appre
ciative Personality ' as Blake puts it. It · is by means of sensitive 
personality that 'the beauty, the unity and the reality in appearance 
are felt.' 

In short Nam is the sympathetic and aesthetic communion of 
man with man and environments. Love and aesthetic appreciation 
form its basis. In reflection it is what Santayana calls the con
templation or ultimate apprehension of essence. It leads to verbal 
expression like Wahiguru-Wonderful Lord or some other similar 
expression or name of God who is the source and basis of all. 
objects of communication. Such an attitude is to be made permanent. 
This is what is called the continuous remembrance or repetition 
of the name of God. This is in reflection or meditation. In action 
it takes the form of service-performance of actions in life dedi
cating them to God and escaping from the passionate attachment 
with the phenomenal world. In the East the religion or the religious 
path has mainly been a matter of reflection and in the West 
a matter of action. The Guru began his work when the East 

and West had a little blended with each other in the field of 
religion. That explains the Guru's insistence on both aspects of 

our religious life. His motto was threefold: Nam as explained 
above and action · taking two forms of Kirt-individual honest 
work for life and Sewa-Wand Chhakna-to· share that'earning 
with fellow beings i.e .. action individual and social, for one's own
self and for others. These are the three aspects of what I have 
called the Nam or the Wismad marag of the Guru. 

V 

Liv: The . Continuous Feeling of Unity.-On the mental side 
the pe~petuat,on . of the feeling of unity of -the individual with 
the umversal, this communion of the inner with th . f 
the t · 11 d e mner o 

. ou er is ca e by the Guru as Liv-unbreakable feelin of 
umty. When a man reaches this goal he d . g . 
activities like a Sannyasi by reno . h oes not give up his 

uncmg t e world • Th' . 1 symptom',, says the Gur f . , . · 1s 1s t 1e 
u, o a man s unio . h G 

and night he works in tt· . n Wit od, that day 
is name. Without th' L' I . 

remains miserable 1 This m • Is 1v t 1e life 
. Isery comes from th 'd . 

1 G G 9 e 1 ea of takmg 
· • _ ·• _P . l~, ~amkali ~lahala III, Anand: 

Sach1 hva1 bm deb nimani, 

Meh nimar;ii livai bajbu kia kare vecharia. 
VI. 
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the phenomenal world as final. An eye lost in the phenomenal 
does not and cannot see any thing but Discord in the world 
and Tragedy in life. The environments and material obstacles 
restrict the fulfilment of our desires. This leads to failure which 
resulted in the feeling of disappointment and misery. The cause 
lies in the selfishness of our desires. The selfishness is due to 
the break of unity. When unity is realised the desires remain, 
but their selfishness is lost and, therefore, pain and misery do not 
result as a consequence of failure. 1 Tragic and discordant are 
brought in line with the peaceful and a l_iarmony of harmonies 
results. By means of this Liv we live in this world and -also 
remain unaffected by it. · As a lotus while growing in the mud, 
turns its petals towards the sun, so should man while engaged 
in worldly affairs turn his thoughts to God.2 The boy flies a 
kite in the air, is busy in talking with his companions, but 
his mind is with the kite and the thread ; the village girl has 
on her head a vessel full of water, walks along to her house chatting 
with her companions but her mind is in the vessel to keep it 
in balance ; the cow goes out to graze and leaves her young one 

behind in the shed, eating and enjoying outside she docs not 
forget her calf. These are metaphors used by the Guru to illustrate 
Liv. One should be busy in the world without forgetting God. 
World and God to be experienced together. 

This is what the Guru called the Raj Jog (Yoga or Y og). 
A Raj Yogi is a Panch-Plato's philosopher-king. He is also known 
as Gurmukh-with his mind towards God, Brahman Gyani
one who realised God, Gyani-one who has knowledge, a 
philosopher. Such a man does not fear anybody nor does 
he frighten anybody.3 The Panch 1s the ideal man of the 

1. Ibid: 

Liv chhu~ki loggi trisna m:ii:i amar vnrtiii:i 

········· 
Kahai .Nannk Gur prasiicli jinn !iv l:igi tini vicht> main piiiii. XXIX. 

2. S. R .. II, p. 84. 

B. G. G., p. 1425, Sloka Mahala IX : 

Bhai kiihii ko det nnhi nahi bhai miiniit an, 

Kahn Nanak sun re mana Gyani tnhi bnkhiin. XVI. 

Cf. S. B. E., Gita, p. 286. 
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duru, His qualities have been described by Nanak in his 
Japuji. He 1s a saint in religion, a true statesman in politi
cal assemblies. All his actions are guided by Bibek Buddhi 
in contemplation. H.! is Jiwan Mukt-enjoying perfect release 
while living in the W.Jrld.1 He attains perfection in virtue and 
h_appiness. Although the limitation of body and the world are 
there, yet they do not restrict his perfection which is more of 
the soul than of the body. Perfection does not come after death. 
It is attained while the Panch is alive. He overcomes the idea 
of H:1um1i and· faels one with the universal in nature. He dies 
~li_ve-Mar Jiwe Maria, 'drops the separate existence ·. 2

· 
---------·--·-··--------

1. G. G. 
(a) P. 220, Gauri Mn.bala IX: 

Sorg nue.k amrit bikh e sabh tio kanchan ar pnisa, 
Ustat ni!!dirt. e s11.m jiikai lobh moh phnn taisn, 2. 

Nanak mukt tahi tum mannn ih hidb k'l jo priin_i. 3-7. 
(b) P. 275, ~ukhmani, 

Prabh ki iigia iitam hitawai, 
Jiwan mukt sou kal1awai. 

Tnisa harkh taisa us sog, 
Sada anan<l tah nahi biog. 7. IX. 

(c) Ibid; kl!,i kot tat ke bate. 
Saclii niharhi eko netre, 

Nanak Oi Pre.mesar ke piare. 8-X. 
(d) P. 449, Asa_ Mahala. IV: 

Ji wan mukt s.:> iikhini, 
Mo.r jiwi Mario.. 2. 4-1-8. 

(e) P. 632, Sorarh l\laho.la IX: 
Jo ne.r dukh mabi dukb nahi mana.i, 
8nkh sanehu ar bhai ne.hi jiikid kanchan mati mnnai. I. 

. Nanak !in bhaio.Gobi!!d sio jio piini sn.ng pii!!i, 8-11. 
( f) P. 1299, Kan~ii Mahala V: 

Bisar gai sabh tiiti prii1 
· Je.b te sarlh sangat mohi pai, Rahiiu. 
Nii ko bairi na.hi begiina sagal sang ham ko baniai. J. 
Jo Prabh kino so bho.l miinio eh sumu~i sa<lhu te pni. 2. 
Sabh me.hi rawi rahia Prabh ekai pekh pekh Nanak bigsiii. 8-8. 

(g) P. 1426, Sloka Mahala. IX : 
Ustat nigclia niihi jihi kagchan Joh samiiin, 
Ke.bu Nanak sun re mana mnkti tahi tai jan. 14. 

(h) P 1426, Ibid, 
Jih priini haumai taji K:ar.ta Re.m pe.chban 
Ke.hu Nanak we.hu mukt nar ih man sachi man. 11. 

2. Cf. The Realm of Essence by Santayana., p. 61. 
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At this stage not only does the Jiwan Mukt feel one with 
God but the whole world appears to him to be enjoying the same 
unity. The noise produced by a Persian wheel is the remembrance 
of God. 1 In such a vision the Tenth Guru went on writing' Thou 
art '-Tuhin, Tuhin, Tuhin-and the First Guru went on saying 
Thine, Thine, Tera, Tera--:losing all sense of' me· or 'mine'. The 
whole world appears as repeating God's name. Ikhnaton in Egypt 
spoke of this world-wide remembrance of God and Bible and the 
Quran also have similar expressions.~ But all such ideas are the 
projections of one.ls own attainments. They are the expressions 
of the inner unity of man with God. Tl11s union in the case 
of the Guru like that of the Vedantist does not turn into ' I ', 
but as I have already said, it changes into 'Thou•. The former 
being still egoistic. ' As far as may be, remain servant and claim 
not to be Master '. ' Hence my daar friend,-even if thou art 
united with Him, utter not word which doeth not experss thy 

subjection to Him. This feeling of humility is not dualistic. It 
is doing away with the most subtle egotism which is involved 
in Egoistic Idealism. There is no difference in the content of 

t the Vedantist and this concept of unity. This is an humble way 

of saying the same thing. The V edantist brings the whole 

within ' me ' and the Guru takes out the ' me ' and drowns it in 

the 'whole': This union has 'its significance not in the realm 
of to have, but in that of to be. To gain truth is to admit its 
separateness, but to be true is to become one with Truth '.3 In 
this union the self transcends the limits of our material, social 

and mental egos. When these are overcome, our innerself is filled 
with joy, which indicates that through such freedom we come 
into touch with reality that is an end in itself and, therefore, is 
bliss. The Guru finds himself helpless in expressing in words 

this blissfulness of unity and this joy of u'nion.4 It is like 

a dumbman's experience of a delicious dish. This metaphor is 

common with all the mystics and it means that feelings cannot 
be adequately expressed in speech. 

I. G. G., p. l<i.19, 81olrn Maha.la III : 
Hnrhat bhi tnn tun karhi bolhi bhali bai:ii. LXIII. 

2. S. B. E., Vol. VI, p. 255. Vol. IX, p. 47. 

8. S. R., V., p. 103. 

4. G. G., p. 498, Gujri Mahala V: 
Milbo ki mahirn11. barni no. sakan Nannk paro pnrila. 2-14-=-18, 
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When thus the whole mental outlook is changed and thz basic 
feeling of unity is restored, man becomes free from doubt, illusion: 
and ignorance. The egg of superstition bursts and the mind gets 
illuminated, the fetters are cut off the feet and the captive jumps 
off the walls of ,imprisonment caused by Hauma-i. External per
formances and formalities. of religion and the actions considered 
good or bad all encourage the sense of selfhood and cause bondage.1 

When man reaches this stage of Jiwan Mukti, his will is so 
moulded that it becomes impossible for him to think of anything 
evil. He comes to acquire what Kant called Good Will. 'A 
good will is good,' he says, 'not because of what it performs 
or accomplishes, not by its aptness for the attainment of some 
proposed end, but simply in virtue of its volition, that is it is 
good in itself-' The source of this permanent good will, lies 
according to the Guru, in one's constant communion with God.2 

This stage where distinction of good and evil disappears has 
been explained in the following way. Actions or Karma are not 
good or bad in themselves. That is no action has moral value. 
By action the change of environment or physical surroundings• 
1s meant. As soon as the Jiwa associates himself with the Karma 

1. G. G., p. 551, Slokfl. Mahala III: 
Karm dharm sabh bandhna pap pnnn sanbandh, 
Mamta moh subandhna putra kaln.tra sudho.ndh, 
Jah dekho. tah jewari mayii kn snnbandh, 
Nannk sacbe n'lm bin wartar:i wartai ar;idh. VII. 

2. G. G. 
(a) P. 882, Ramknli Mahe.le. V: 

Bh:irm chuknvhu g-urmukhi liv lavhu, atamu chiuhu bhiii. 

Nikt kar j,Ti:ihu sada Prabh hiijnr kis sio lrnrhn bnriii. 3-4-2. 
(b) P. 1140, Bhairon M11.hala V : 

Nikt bujhai so bura kio karai, 
Bikh sanchai nit darta phirai. 

Hai nik~e aru bhedana piiia 
Bin Satigur sabh mohi main. J. 
Nerai nerai sabhu ko kahai 
Gurmukhi bhedu wirla ko !11.hai. 1. 

(c) P. 1141, Ibid : 
Tau kariai je howai bahari, 
Tau kario.i je wisra.i nar Hari, 
To.u ko.riri je duja bbae, 
Kia ka.riai jar;i rahiii samae. 1. 

4-8-16. 

4-5-18. 
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or as soon as the mind attaches itself to actions some ethical 
consideration comes in. Mind is capable of good and evil but 
the soul is not. When the soul becomes dominant then the sensual 
attachment of the mind with the world is lost. The soul remains 
unaffected and the mind is always in tune with the soul. Thus 
the agent performing all actions remains in constant touch with 
the Divine within and without. The individual will and the divine 
will are attuned. The good will becomes natural and automatic 
in the being of man. This automatic character of the human 
will at this stage has been described by the Guru in Rag Bhairo. 
He uses the world Achint-which means 'without deliberation ', 
without effort or exertion. We need ii.at enter into the psychologi
cal processes of this automatism of will which is now an experi
mentally proved fact. All activities of life-work, worship and 
wonder-Kam, Nam and Wismad, are performed without any mental 
conflicts. The Guru counts in this Shabad in the Rag Bhairo 1 

all doings of man on the physical, mental and spiritual plains. 
This Achint stage is beyond psychical analysis. It corresponds 
with the Aphur state of God. The Achint-man feels one ~:ith 
the Achint-God. The man becomes a resident of Begam Pura

Sinless or Fearless Colony, Abchal Nagari-Everlasting City-the 

Kir:.gdom of God. 

VI 

The Method of Realisation :-We have seen that in our ordinary 
behaviour Nam is an attitude of mind towards life and the world. 

Subjectively it is a supreme state of pleasure felt in aesthetic 
appreciation of the workings of God, at times expressing itself 
m terms like Wonderful Lord-Wahiguru. Its three aspects express 

G. G, p. I 158, Ilhn.irn.n l\Iahnln V: 

Satignm mo kan kino dann, 

Amal re.tan Hnri di110 niium, 
Sahaj binod choj nnanta. 

Nannk ko.u Pro.bh milio o.chintii. 1. 
Kahn N,lllllk kiruti Hari sachi 
B,diur bahur tis snngi mnuu raclii, R,ll,nn. l. 
Achint ham:ir11.i bhojau bhan 

Achi~t hamarai liehai nan. 

········· 
·•······· ········· 

Ch int n.chi!}tn. sngali gn.i . 
PrnLh Nuno.k Nnnn.k Nanak roa1. 8-3-6. 

······ .. 
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themselves roughly in thought, word and deed : mner feeling, 
verbal expression and_ physical action. There is realisation in heart 
-Ride Gyan, there is expression of love in words-Mukh Bhakti, an 
attitude of detachmerit in behaviour-Wartan Wairag. These are 
the three ways in which the mystic unity is felt and expressed both 
verbally and actively. It is a perpetual state of. mind which should 
never break. It is to enter into the subconscious mind, other
wise a break will appear in dreams. So that the man· the content 
of whose dreams is also the love for Unity ·is very much praised 
in the Granth. ' May the shoes of such a person be made of 
my skin.1 How difficult it is to reach such a stage the modern 
psycho-analyst will tell. It is the change of the whole personality, 
including the conscious, the subconscious and the unconscious mind. 

It is not easy as Dr. Trumpp supposed it to be.2 If it were 
a mere repetition of a formula or a name it will surely be the 
easiest way of realisation. ' They are discarded as false hypocrites 
who mutter what they do not actually feel.' 3 

Thus Nam is tlfe actual realisation through a gradual deve
lopment of our mental and spiritual . life. There are some steps 
involved in this development. It is practical achievement and 
requires the guidance of an expert. Like modern hypnotim it begins 
with a suggestion. But unlike hypnotism it is not carried on in 
an abnormal state of mind. Nam is the normal working of a 
normal mind. The expert, the leader of the Five Piaras, gives 
suggestion under normal conditions at the time of Amrit ceremony. 
He is asked to have implicit faith in One, Truly existent, Personal 
and Merciful God, who is manifested in the Khalsa which is 
always Victorious-on its forward Progress. Separation from God 
is suffering and union with Him is salvation or peace. As Dr. 
Lang-the Archbishop of Canterbury said: 4 The eye is not satis

fied with seeing, nor the ear with hearing. There are deep, iner
adicable needs of human nature which nothing material can supply. 
The old truth abides-the human spirit is restless until it finds 
its rest in God ! This union with the source of peace does not 
entirely depend on the efforts of man. He must have faith in 

1. Kabi1, G G., p. 1367, LXIII. 
2. .A. G., p. CVI. 
3. Farid. . 

• 4. Christ M f Hl38 • Recall tc. Religion, mas · essage o · 
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the Grace of God and must not lose Hope.1 At the same time 
man must exert and should not give up efforts.2 Unless man 
helps himself God will not help him. Like an agriculturist and 
a business man a searcher for peace must search honestly and 
work sincerely.3 This search for God and working sincerely for 

1. G. G. 
(a) P. 172, Gauri Purbi i\lnbnln IV: 

Koi karai upiiw u.nek bu.hutere, bin kirpn nnm nn pawai. 4-12 
(b) P. 177. Gauri Guareri Mahnla V : 

Jis jo.n hoe npi kirpnl 
Nanak Sat Guru sndu. deial. 4-5-7,!. 

(c) P. 251, Gauri Bawnn Ahkhnri, Mnhnla V : 

2. G.G. 

Anik bhekh nr gyan dhiau man hn~hi mili:i.u on koi, 
Knhu Nanak kirpa hhai bhagt Gyani soi. 6. 

(a) P. 99, Majh Mahala V : 
Uddam karat man nirmal hoa, 
Ho.ri mo.rag chalat bhram sagln khoiii. 2. 

(b) P. 201, Gauri Mahula V: 
Uddam karat sital man bhae 
Marag chalat sagal dukh gae. t. 4-110. 

(c) P. 306. Gauri ki war,Mahala IV: 
Gur Satigur ka jo Sikh akhae, su bhnlke urh Hari nam dhiawai. 
Uddam kare bhalke parbhiiti, Isnnn kare Amritsar na,vai. 

XI. 
(d) P. 881, Asa Mahala V: 

Uddam kn.rat howai man nirrnal niichai iip niware, 
Panch jana le wasgniit riikhni man mahi ekan kn.re. 1. 4-4-48. 

(e) P. 399, Asa Mahala V : 
Uddam kiii kariiiii aranbh rnchaia. 4-13-115. 

( f) P. 406, Asa Mahala V: 
Uddam karnn kariiwnh Thakur pekhnt su.dhu sangi, 4-4-139. 

(g) P. 456, Asa Mnhala V: 
Ud<lam karhu wadbhagi ho simrhu Hari Hnri riii. 4 · 8-G. 

(h) P. 622, Gnj::li ki war Mahala V : 
Utldam kare clia jia tu!} kamn.wdia snkh bhunch 

Dhiai clia tun Pro.bh mil Nann.k ntri chint. XVII. 
(i) P. 815, Bilawn.l Mahala V: 

Uddam karat iinn.d bhaiii simrat sukhsiir. 
Jo.pi jnpi nnm Gobi!}cl Im puran bich ar. 4-29-59. 

(j) P. 1218, Sarag Mahula V : 

Aio SuDlm parun kuu biii;ii. 

Uddam Sakti siai;iah tumri dehta DILIU wukhai;i. 2-56-70. 

(k) p, 1222, Sarng Mahala. V : 
Uddam karan darsan pekhun buu karmi prapnt hoi. 2-74-97. 

8. s. R., I. pp. 21- 23. 
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peace means remembering God while enjoying His blessings in the 
world, loving Him just as a baby loves his milk, as a woman 
loves her consort and a fish loves water. The metaphors used 
by the Guru express instinctive attachment of the two loving 
objects. 1 The devotee has to culivate such an intense love that 
it becomes what Shand or McDougall call the Master Sentiment 
in one's personality. 

As the devoteee is a humble servant of God, naturally he 
must pray to Him for his success. No love or worship of God 
is to be carried on except in a humble spirit. The worshipper 
has always to pray for God's grace,2 not to expect anything as 

1. G. G., p. 638, Bilnwal M,d111li1 V : 

Pralil, tL1jh binn. nahi hor, 
::\[ani J rit chanrl clrn.kor. 
Jio min ji\l siu lietu, 
Ali kamal bhinn na bhctu, 
Jio chakwi snrnj as, 
Nanak cl,nran pias. 6 • 
.fio tnra.n bhara t pran 
Jio Jobhiai dhan rln.n 
Jio dudl1 jalah sa!!jog 
Jio mal11t khudhia.rath ·bhog. 
Jio ma~ putah het 
Harl simra Nanak net. 7. 

10-2. 
2. G. G. 

(a) P. 53, ffri Rag Mn.hR.la I: 
Dpi knr jo~ khari tnkni sachn kahai arclasi. 2. 8-2. 

{b) P. 64. Tliid: 
Sa.chi <largah baisai bhn.gti sachi 1utlnsi. 7. 8-8. 

{c) P. 266, Gau~i Bawan·Akh khn.ri Maha.lo. V . 
D-1!:)dn.nti ba!! dn.n nnik bar !'larn.b kn.la s,imro.th, 
Dola~ te rakh hu Prn.bhu Nuna.k do kari hath. XIX. 

(d) P. 256, Ibid: 
Binan Sunhn tnm Parbrahm din da:val Gopal 
Su1h sanpni bahu bhog ms Nanak sa<lh ra.wi(J. XXIX. 

(e) P. 260, Ibid: 
Saran paro ki rakh daynla, 48. 

( I) P. 208, Gauri Sukhrnani Mahala V: 
Tu Thakur tum pahi arclasi 
Jio ping sabh teri rasi. 8. IV. 

(g) P. 383, Asa Mahala V: 
Tudh agai ardaai hamiiri jio pim! snbh tera. 4-10-40. 

(h) P. 727, Snhi Mahala V: . 
Dui kar jor1 karau arcliis1, 
Tndh bhn.wai taD nnhi rasi. 
Kar kirpii npni hhn.~ti lai 
Jan Nnnak Prn.bh sadn dhiai. 4-2. 

(i) P. 1858, Sloka Snh~Iuiti l\fo)1ala y: _ . 
He pran nath Gob1ncl,,h kr1ptt m~han Jogclguro ! 
He sa!)SO.r tap harnah karm;iii mo.1 sabh dukh baro ! 

1
••······ 50. 
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a necessary fruit of his labours. The prayer to the Almighty domi
nates the Sikh view of life. A Sikh does not do anything without 
first offering an Ardas-a prayer to God requesting Him to be 
with him at every step. God .always saves His devotees. It is 
in His very nature to protect His worshippers. This function of 
God is known as Bird 1 in the Granth. God protects and, therefore, 
one· is never to lose hope and confidence in Him. 

To be able to do all this one has to go to the Holy Association-:
Satsang and there hear the- Guru's word sung by the musicians. 
That brings him in contact with the community Guru of which 
he himself begins to feel a part. The Guru was the first Indian 
thinker who laid great stress on the value of community or Sangat 
as a means of religious advancement. ' Man as an individual, 
Comte truly said, exists only in · the exaggerated abstractions cf 
modern metaphysics•. Being born in a social group man's advane;c
ment lies in society or Sangat. The Sangat is based on the idea 
of freedom and equality. King and beggar a.re alike in Sangat. 
This encourages among the members of the Sangat a true religious 
spirit-the spirit of, as Professor J. Macmurray calls, ' mutuality•, 
so essential for religion. This mutuality originating from freedom 
and equality is rooted in the love of God which is kindleci: by 
hearing the Kirtan-sacred music-going on in the congregation. 

There are scores of hymns in the . Granth which lay great 
stress on Satsang and Kirtan. The Guru says when a man is 
disappointed with all religious practices, philosophies and other 
intellectual searches he can find comfort and peace only by listen
ing to sacred ·songs-Ki.rtan. This sacred music is simple but full 
of emotional sincerity. It speaks of ' an intense yearning of the 
heart for the divine which is in Man and not in the t~mple, or 

1. G. G. 
(a) P. 3:32, Asa Mnlrn.lii V : 

B 1ntlhan kat i his are augnn apna bird srnlia1·ia, 

Hoe kirpal mat pit niiii l.rnru.k jio prntpiit·itt, l. 4-6. 

(b) l'. •149, Asa :Mahala IV: 
Bhagati w11chhl Hu.ri bird hn.i Hnri l:ij rukhiiia. 4°-l-8. 
(c) p. 514, Biliag-~a Mahala V: 
Jo san•i:ii awai tis k11.n~h lawai ihu bird surmi_sanda. 4-1--1. 

(d) P. 618, Sora~h Mahala V: 
Ifama~·i gA,::iat ua ga,::ii~ kiii 1tp,::iii bird pachhii,::ii. 

Ap,::ie das ki api paij ro:khi N1tnak !:>ad knrbar;i. 2-16-,H. 
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scripture, in images and symbols'. By means of such an association 
one becomes emotionally alive. Love for men around him, the 
real man in them, is roused and he begins to ~ing the praises of 
the Lord. This is the first fruit of his contact with the Sangat
the community Guru. Side by side listening also goes on. He 
sings and listens, and listens and sings. Lesson and practice go 
hand in hand. Next the life begins to be moulded in the light 
of what he sings and listens to. This is the third step in realisa
tion. Gawiai Sunia Man -Rakhia Bhao. Having sung and listened 
live upto it with a heart full of love and emotional sincerity. 
Gradually the mental outlook will change. 

Five stages of development are mentioned. These are the five 
steps in the evolution of the individual's inner consciousness. First 
is the material environment of man. A true insight into the sur
roundings gives him a scientific outlook. He finds that the universe 
is -a system. Nothing happens haphazard in the world. All events 
are governed by laws. This is the lowest region of mind which 
the Guru calls the sphere of Law-Dharm Khand. In this region 
man looks upon things as created by God, under whose laws the 
world goes on. Nights, seasons, lunar days, week-days, wind, water, 
fire, nether regions, earth and other spheres are kept in their 
places by law ; vegetable and animal kingdoms of countless species 
with different natures and habits all obey the faws of nature. Here 
the ethical distinction of good and bad is maintained and the 
elect ones are honoured and accepted by the true judgment of 
the True God in His True court. This is the sphere of common
, place perception. The data are supplied by the senses and the 
whole is conceived as a great system working under the law and 

order of Nature. The next two regions are the spheres of imagi
nation. One, that is the second in the series, is the region of 
reflective imagination, the c.,ther that is the third region, is that 
of creative imagination. Perception does not give us all that we 
know. To have knowledge we must bring in imagination. On 
the pure imaginative level what is perceived by the senses 
is extended in its vastness. The universe gets multiplied. The 
vision of the individual transcends the world he lives in. He 
now sees not wind, water and fire but winds, waters and fires. 
Not one world but many worlds. The individual realises the in
comprehen;ibility of the workings of God and concludes by 'saying : 
Nanak there is no end of them. After all attempts at knowledge 
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one is forced to say with Bu Ali Sina (Avicenna) La Alam: 
I don't know. This leads to humility and astonishment-Wismad 
and the individual at every step is impress~d by the wonderful 
workings of the wonderful Lord. In this realm of knowledge, 
divine light becomes resplendent and man begins to take pleasure 
in Nature and his heart constantly gives out expressions of Wahi
guru. 

This realisation of the helplessness of man's comprehension 
of the Absolute in the realm of knowledge does not cause worry. 
On the other hand the individual feels that in incomprehensibility 
lies the beauty and the Godhead of God. The defeat of the 
intellect makes us emotionally alive and we enter a region of 
happiness-Sarm Khand, the attribute of which is beauty. It follows 
the second stage i.e., Gyan Khand. In the realm of beauty as 
Plato said in Symposium, · at last the vision is revealed to him 
of a single science which is. the science of beauty everywhere'. 
This is the region of Creative Imagination. The real happiness is not 
passive but creative. Along with his own limited creativity man sees 
the unlimited and infinite creativeness of God. Here God :js not 
looked upon as creator of the world of perception but cf the 
world of imagination too. Possibility and actuality, imaginations 
and creation are all one and the same for God. God here in 
this sphere is conceived among other things as an artist. He 
creates the Beautiful. All that is fine in form and idea is 
fashioned in this realm. ' There things are fashioned in an in
comparable manner. What is done there cannot be described. 
Whoever endeavoureth to describe it shall afterwards repent. 
There are fashioned knowledge and wisdom, intellect and under
standing ; there too is fashioned the skill of gods and sopernacural 
powers in which some people believe'. 

From the world of science and art, of perception and imagi
nation-both creative and reflective, we enter the world of real 
religion. The fourth and the fifth stages in the development of 

r mental outlook have respectively the divine grace and the 
ou d' inity itself as their objects. Beauty cannot be a source 
true lV h . ·11 . Th f' 
f h 

• unless we know t at 1t w1 exist. e very irst 
0 appmesS, f h b 'f 1 · h ff' 

d
. . f r appreciation o t e eat1 u 1s t at we a um 

con 1t10n o ou h h' d . . 
· • Th happiness of t e t 1r reg10n must remam pure 
its existence. e . . . 

cl d The thing of beauty must hve for ever If 1t 
an unadulterate . . . . 
· b of 1· oy. The very idea that the thmg will 
1s to e ever a source 
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cease to be, takes away the happiness in some elements. So that 
we have to enter another ·region where divine mercy prevails. 
It is the region of kindness. It is the realm of grace. But our 
perception of beauty is not · to remain in the perceptible world. 
That is the world of. science. It changes. A time will come 
when it will be no more. Happiness is not something which can 
come to an end. So in order to perceive the real beauty we 
have to begin with the world of science, pass through the-world 
of the artist and_ the creative imagination has to lead us to the 
creative will of God. The attribute of the realm of grace is force '
Will or Hukam. World is governed by law and law is born out 
of grace or mercy. This metcy is the divine force, the will. That 
is wherefrom the world began and . that is where we.11ow reach. 
When man identifies himself with the will of God then all is 
good, all is beautiful and, therefore, everywhere happiness prevails: 
• Here things of beauty do not die. Here saints live and rejoice'. 
It is the result of the awakening of the religious intuition whit•h 
is the sole characteristic of the soul. It is beyond five senses, it is 
beyond mind and it is beyond the • frontiers of the mind.' As 
soon as the spiritual intuition begins to work we enter the next 
and the last realm of the True God Himself. Below this we had 
the realm of the good and the· Beautiful. Now comes the realm 
of the Truth. Not the Truth which as Professor Whitehead says 
is the quality of the Appearance. Tlus Truth is the metaphysical 
Reality with capital R, which is • just by itself '. 1 This is Sachch 
Khand. 

All these five stages are possible in man's life. When the 
individual has passed all the four and reaches the. fifth, it does 
not mean, that he has now nothing to do with the other four. 
These five stages do not exclude each other. There is a graded 
series of all the five. Th~ lower contributing to the higher and 
the higher participating -in the lower. In this series the highest 
is the fifth realm-the Sachch Khand. Same life, in the same 
environm~nts but with an outlook completely changed. Truth, 

· beauty and goodness all contribute to happiness. Man does not 
run away from the worldly _life. The worlds of science and art 
exist and he enjoys them in this world of religion by identifying 
himself with the will of God. That is why the Guru again mentions 
all continents, worlds and universes in this last region of the 

I. The Realm of Truth by Santa,vuna, 
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~oul. But the difference now lies in the way in which they are 
now perceived and conceived., The last stanza of the Japu Ji 
which follows the description of these five stages tells us meta-= 
phorically how such an ·ai:titude of mind-the tuning of man's 
will ,~ith the divine will, is obtained : 

Make continuance thY furnace, resignation thy goldsmith, under~ 
standing thine anvil, divine knowledge thine tools, the fear of 
God thy bellows, hard life thy fire, divine love thy crucible, and 
melt God's name therein,· in such a true Mint the Word shall 
be coined. This is i:he practice of those upon whom God looketh 

with an eye of favour, Nanak, the Kind One by a glance maketh 
them happy--Then the concluding line--

Those who practise Nam like this overcome all discord and 
disharmony. Their faces reflect glory and so many others are 
liberated by them in their cornpany.-Nanak. 
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