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SOME MORE COINS OF THE MAHISHA DYNASTY. 

In the Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXII, pp. 24 ff. 
I published two copper coins (Pl. II, 3-4) of the Saka king 
Mana of the Mahisha dynasty. Recently Shri Khwaja 
Muharrunad Ahmad, Curator of the Hyderabad Museum, 
favoured me with the photographs of two other coins which 
also belong~ to that dynasty, as I shall attempt to show in 
this article. The coins are published here with the kind 
permission of Shri Ahmad. 

The first of these coins (Pl. II. a. 1) was found during 
the excavations at Kondapur in the Hyderabad State, where 
extensive remains of the Satavahana age have been discovered. 
The coin is of lead and roundish in shape, with a diameter 
of . 75 ". Its weight is 72. 5 grains. The obverse shows 
clearly an incuse made by the striking of the die. It has the 
figure of a lion with the tail upraised. The legend which is 
fragmentary runs round the edge at the top. The reverse is 
more worn out. It has the so-called Ujjain symbol imper
fectly preserved with a pellet in each orb. 

The existing legend reads ~a Mahasasa[sa]. The 
vertical of ?fa is split into two lines, as noticed occasionally 
in inscriptions of the Kusha~a age 1 ; ma consists of an open 
square above a circle ; ha has a short vertical on the left, 
but its right limb is still horizontal. These characters show 
that the coin is of about the second or third century A.D. 

The legend being fragmentary can be completed only 
conjecturally. There are very faint traces of an akshara 
like mti in the beginning. So the legend may have been 
Miitfa-Mahasasa sa-. It may have commenced with ranu1o 

1. Buhler, Indian Palceography (Eng. Tr.), p. 4 ~, 
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siri, but how it ended or what the aksharas following sa were, 
cannot be determined. This coin, like the two coins referred 
to above, appears to have been struck by the Saka king Mana, 
though its type is different from that of the latter coins. 1 

As I have shown elsewhere, 2 the elephant type coins of the 
Saka king Mana were imitated from Satavahana coins, current 
in the Deccan. These coins were of copper. The present· 
coin, which is of lead, is also imitated from earlier Satavahana 
coins of the lion type. See, for instance, the coins G. P. 2 and 
G. P. 3 in Pl. V of Rapson's Coins of the Andhras. These 
coins are round in shape and have the figure of a lion on the 
obverse and the Ujjain symbol on the reverse. The legend 
runs along the edge. Rapson attributed them to some king 
whose name ended in svami. 3 As he could read the akshara 
pu on G.P. 3, he conjecturally identified him with Vasi~thi
putra Sri-Putumavi. As I have already shown elsewhere,4 

svami on these and other coins was not the name of any king, 
but was a royal title, meaning rajan. Just as some Satava
hana coins have rarrnio or raryo (Sanskrit, rajna~) before the 
name of a king, others have samisa (Sanskrit, svaminab) 
meaning 'of the king.' A close examination of G.P. 2 and 
G. P. 3 shows that the latter was struck by Pu~umavi and the 
former by Yajiia Satakar:t:ti. Rapson could read only pu on 
G. P. 3, but the facsimile of the coin published by him shows 
more or less clearly the aksharas si [ri] Pu [(u] ma-. So there 
is no doubt that the coin was issued by Pu!umavi, the son of 
Gautamiputra Satakar1,1i. The other coin (G.P. 2) has the 
legend Samasa sara [Ya]-[samisa siri Ya-, with the vowels 
restored) and clearly belongs to Yajiia Satakar:t:ti. There is 
therefore no doubt that the lion-type coins were issued by the 
Satavahana kings Pu~umavi and Yajna Satakar:t:ti. Whether 

r. The name of the king appears here as Ma~a, not Mana as on 
the copper coins. 

2. Ind. Hist. Quart., Vol. XXII, p. 35· 
3· Rapson, Coins of Andhras, etc., p. 24. 
4· ].N.S.l., Vol. Ill, p. +4· 



the type was continued by the successors of these kings 
cannot be determined at present. According to Rapson these 
coins were found in the Andhra-desa. 1 

The coin No. I of Mana Mahisha resembles these coins 
~ith only this difference that the lion faces left, not right. 
It was, therefore, clearly imitated from the earlier Satavahana 

cams. 

The second coin (Pl. II. a 2) sent by Shri Ahmad is also 
of lead. It was found at Maski, a village in the Lingsugur 
tiilukii of the Raichur District ofthe Hyderabad State, well
known as the place of one of the Minor Edicts of Asoka. 
This coin also is roundish in shape, but is much larger in 
size, having a diameter of I. os". Its weight is 210 

gr. It has on the obverse the figure of a horse facing 
right with the svastika and a tree in railing in the field 
at the top. On the reverse is seen within a rectangular 
enclosure of double lines, a hill of 10 arches with a pellet in 
each arch, surmounted by the crescent between two symbols 
like the Brahrni letter ga. There is a wavy line at the bottom 
and also at the top of the enclosure. This shows that the 
wavy line did not symbolise a river below the hill as was 
supposed by some scholars, but was meant for decoration. 

The legend is fragmentary. It seems to have commenced 
at m. The first few aksharas of it have been damaged along 
with the forepart of the horse. 2 There are faint traces of 
sara (siri with the vowels restored) in front of the horse's 
breast. Two more akshams which followed have also left 
faint traces, but they -are illegible. Then are seen lower 
portions of seven aksharas which I read as -yasasa Mahasa
[sa]. The last akshara sa which appears just above the tree 
in railing is very faint. The legend can thus be partially 
restored as siri --y~Lsasa Mahasasa. The name of the king 

r. Coins of the Andhras, etc., p. 24. 

2. The figure is of a horse and not of a lion. The animal appears 
tallle and his tail is hanging down. 
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ended in yasas,1 but its initial portion is unfortunately lost. 
That he belonged to the Mahisha dynasty founded by Mana is 
certain. 

Horse-type lead coins had been issued before Mana by 
Yajiia Satakarl).i. They had the figure of a horse with a wheel 
in front and a symbol resembling Brahmi yya in the field . 
above on the obverse and the Ujjain symbol on the reverse. 2 

The type was imitated by the kings of the Sebaka dynasty who, 
however, substituted a chaitya or a hill within a rectangular 
border in place of the Ujjain symbol on the reverse. 3 The 
present coin (Pl. II. a 2) does not exactly resemble any 
coin of the Satavahana or the Sebaka dynasty. It has no 
doubt the figure of a horse on the obverse, but it has besides, 
two more symbols, the svastika and a tree within railing. 
The reverse shows <1. hill within a rectangular double border 
as on the coins of the Sebakas, but the hill has not one, but 
ten arches, each with a pellet and is surmounted by a crescent 
and two other symbols. This reverse type shows affinity 
with the obverse of the lead coins ofVasishthiputra Vi!ivaya
kura md Mathariputra Sivalakura found at Kolhapur.4 

Like the latter the present coin has a hill of ten arches in 
four tiers, surmounted by a crescent, but unlike them it has 
no tree on the right or the left. 

I have shown elsewhere5 that Mana who struck these 
coins was a great Emperor with an extensive dominion; for 
he is one of the few rulers of the historic period, who finds 
mention in the Pura!fas. He is mentioned therein as of Saka 
extraction and of the Mahishya dynasty. 6 Like Satavahana 

r. The Purar:as mention a king named Nandiyasas, who flourished 
in an earlier age. Pargiter, Dynasties of the Kali Age, p. 49· 

2. Rapson, Coins of the Andhras, p. 38. 

3· ].N.S.I., Vol. VIII, pp. ro7 f. 
4· Rapson, Coins of the Andhras, pp. 5 f., Pl. II. 
5· Ind. Hist. Quart., Vol. XXII, pp. 35 f. 
6. I then called this dynasty Mahishya as that name occurs in a 

1\1S. of the Vayupura':i<L See Pargiter, Dynasties, etc., p. 51, n. 11. 
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and Sebak.a, who founded dynasties ruling over the Deccan, 
he also was the progenitor of a royal family which held sway 
over some part of the Deccan for a few generations. 

The royal name Mahisha (or Mahishya) was probably 
derived from the country of Mahishaka or Mahisha
maJ!.<;lala where this family was ruling. In my previous 
article on the coins of this Sak.a King Mana, I followed 
Rapson1 in supposing that Mahishaka was the country 
round Mahishamati, modern Onkar Mandhata in the 
Nemad District of the Central Provinces. Since then 
the provenance of these coins has become known. As 
stated before, they were found in the excavations at Kondapur 
and Maski in the Hyderabad State. The country under the 
rule of the Mahisha dynasty seems therefore to have been the 
southern portion of the Hyderabad State. The references 
to the Mahishaka country occurring in the Pural).as and the 
Epics also suggest that it was situated in Southern Deccan. 
The V iiyupuriir:w. for instance mentions Mahishaka together 
with Maharashtra and Kalinga among the Janapadas of the 
South. 2 The RiimiiyaT).a couples it with Vidarbha and ~shi
ka, as a country of the south, to which Sugriva directed the 
monkeys to go in search of Sita. 3 The Mahabharata con
tains several references to the Mahishakas. The Bhishma
parvan mentions their country with Dravi<;la and Kerala 
among the countries of the south.'' The Karl).aparvan 
states that like the inhabitants of Kalinga and Kerala, the 

1. Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, p. 603. 

2. Vayupura~;~a, Adhyaya 45, v. 125-~ ~ <d~onq"''qlfM: 1 

•••• '1~1<1"'}1 ~ ~~ m: 11 

3· Ramayaf}a (Bombay ed.) Kishkindhaka~<;la, canto -41, v. xo

~ <¥41~'11f~"'ifil'ifq I . 
4· Mahiibharata, Bhishmaparvan, Jambiikhat:~-<;la (Bhandarkar 

Institute ed.) Chap. 10, vv. 56-57- ~ ~r <if~ ~I 
~: ~: SIT-OQT ~ 4'141f~'1: I ~ ~ ~ 'lq't>I~"'T II 
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people of Mahishaka were destitute of religion.1 The 
Anusasanaparvan also states that like the Dravi<;las and 
Kalingas the Mahishakas were originally Kshatriyas, but 
had been reduced to the status of a Vrishala for want of 
contact with the Brahmat::J.as. 2 In the Asvamedhikaparvan 
Arjuna is said to have fought with and defeated the fierce 
Mahishakas as he did the Dravic;las, Andhras and the in
habitants of Kollagiri. 3 These references clearly suggest 
that the Mahishaka country was situated in the south, and 
the find-spots of coins described in this article indicate that it 
was identical with the southern portion of the Hyderabad 
State. 

1. Kar~faparvan, Chap. 44, v. 43. -'fliU"fi<l'\ +!ifl$0"1ifll"tiifw&•ii'l 
~· ~ ~. ·;_.~ 
'fi(ii5iffl~l I 'flifl c0i¥ilrql(ifliif9 ~'IP~"'I l'l'l"l'io;J, II 

2. Anusasanikaparvan, ad. JJ, vv. 22-23- ~ ms;~ 
'jfw~l~"'l'4,~0'1(1: I if>~ 'llfl['lifilf<:tiffll: ~f"'llf"'l<:tll: II '1~ lffunrr 
.. IE'!011'11'1<:'!1i'ffi! II 

J. Asvamedhikaparvan, Chap. 83, vv. 10-12- cnrrfi< i:f9hl·€~ 
"()ilrlf~ I if<lT <tl)<;>ii5fil{4'l"' '!4'11iiflfM>Dfc:'1: II 
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PLATE I 

MAP OF HYDERABAD STATE SHOWING KONDAPUR - -
AND OTHER SATAVAHANA SITES 

--? t.Kondapur. 
2 • P a ti- s add a. 
3. Toul- kat ta. 
4.Trimal-giri 
5. Gajul- banda 
6.Pani-giri. 
7 .Nagar am. 
B. Vardhaman

koat. 
9. Singarall. 

10.Nagawaram. 
ll.Mahasanghi. 
2.Yellesh

waram. 
13. N ayallakond 

apalli. 
14 ,Karkonda. 
lS.Ashwar-pet. 
16.Lingsugur. 

eferences ~ 17.Maski. 
Places of Buddhist 18.Koppbal. 
interest. O 19 Pedda Bonkur 
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P LATE II 

Coins of the Mahisha Dynasty 

Oav. REv. 

a 1 

K ondapur Excavations 

Osv. REv. 

a 2 

Maski Excavations 
(Now preserved in Hyderabad Museum) 

Osv. REV. Oav. REV, 

b 

From tne Cabinet of Mr. Hurmuz Kaus, Hyderabad-Deccan. 
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