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£. Western Bhojpuri is, in fact, the most western outpost
of the Eastern group of the Indo-Aryan Family of
languages, and possesses some of the features of its
cousins to its West,
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R. Bhojpuri has hardly any indigenous literature. A few
books have been printed in it., X X X Numerous

songs are current over the Bhojpuri area, and the
National _epic _of loric, which is also current in the
Magahi dialect is everywhere known.
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3. Barring the composition of a number of ballads and
songs, which are beautiful specimen of folk-literature
as any, and which still have a vigorous existence in the
country'side:. there has been no* conscious literary effort
in Bhojpuria. The oldest specimens in this speech
that we possess arc probably a few poems written by
the great religious reformer and mystic teacher of Nor-
thern India ( Kabir ) who flourished in the 15th
Century.
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g. The oldest specimens in this speech that we possess are
probably a few songs written by the great religious re-
former and mystic teacher of Northern India who flou-
rished in the 15th century. Kabir was an inhabitant of
the Bhojpuriya tract, but following the practice of the
Hindustani poets of the times, be generally used Braj-
Bhakha and occassionally Awadhi., His Braj-Bhakha, at
times, betrays an eastern—Bhojpuriya form here and
there. And when he employs his own Bhojpuriya
dialect, Braj-Bhakha and western forms show them-
selves.
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