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THE MEDAP A+AS AS KNOWN FROM THE BHA++AHARACARITA 

By ASOKE CHATTERJEE 

The Bhattaharacarita,1 of which a manuscript No. G. 8165 has been 
preserved in the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, should be considered to be a 
wo:k of immense importance. The varied information contained in this 
uruque work is really valuable, and it may encourage some interested 
scholars to carry on further investigation on the lines suggested by it. 
~e source and accuracy of its information may be questioned, but consid
enng the thing as it is, it remains open to scholars to accept or reject it 
or to reshuffle it and put it in a proper way so that it may help them to 
develop or modify their own views. As none has revealed the new materials 
of this work or discussed their importance as yet, an attempt has been 
made in the following pages to put them before the scholarly world for 
proper estimation. · 

It is to be noted that this work claims to be a part of the Pii.tii.la-kb~ga. 
of the Padma-pural}.a. At the end of the last chapter it has the following 
colophons-

iti sripadma-pural}.e patala-kbai;1ge 
bhattaharacarite caturvidha-pur~rtha prasangato 
niriipal)e paficavii:µsati (ta) mo'dhyayaJ,i2 

Such readings as 'iti sri-padma-pural}.e patala-kbal}.ge bhattaharacarite 
etc.' are found to occur in many of its chapter-colophons! and now~ere_does 
it claim to be a part of any other work or say anythmg about its _u:de
penclent character. But how far its claim to be a p~rt of th~ Pat~la
khaw_la can be called legitimate, is a matter of serious_ cons1derat1on, 
because the printed editions of the Padma-pural}.as _do not mcorporate t~e 
Bhattabaracarita or a part thereof anywhere in their tex1:9. Moreover, Ill 

chapter _92 of ~he Naradiya-pura:r;ia, which gives a1_1 a1;1alys1s o! ~he Padma
pural}.~ mcl1;1ding an outline of the topics dealt with m the Patala-_!rna?~a, 
there 1s no mdication that the author of the said chapter of the Naradiya
puril.l').a saw or utilized the Bhattaharacarit.a. So, it seems that the :Shatta
~8:r?'cai:ita did not orjginally b~long to the Padma-purii.I.J.a and this po~s
~b1lity 1s supported by the comparatively late date of the Bhattaharacanta. 
itself. 

If by relying on the claim of the Bhattaharacarita, we take this work 
to be a genuine part of the Patala-kbanda: · then we are to assume that it 
was excluded from the text of the Pat~ia-khal}.<;la long before the period of 
composition of the Raid chapter of the Naracliya-pural}.a and also before the 
time when the oldest existing manuscripts of the Pii.tala-kbal}.<;la was copied. 
It is needless to say that this assumption would require to presume that 

1 Our analysis of this work is based on the said manuscript cf the Asiatic Society, 
Calcutta, for a description of which see H araprasad Shastri, Descriptive Catalogue of 
Sanskfit Manuscripts in the Government Collection under the ca re of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, Vol. 5, p. 212. (Hero the no.me hns been entered as BhaH,aharn. 
co.ritram.) 

• See BhnHaharacarit.a, fol. 206. 
a Published by the ~-an<liisro.ma Press, Venkat;esvara Press and Vangaviiai PreSI! 

and by Kedarnath Bhakt1vmodl;l , 
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the Bhattaharacarita is an old work coming from a time prior to that of the 
· rise of the present text of the Padma-puriil)a. 

That the Bhattaharacarita never belonged to the Pii.tii.la-kha1;t<;la is 
also indirectly proved by Gopalabhatta's Haribhaktivilasa which quotes a 
large number of verses from the Patala-khaJ).g.a of the Padma-puriiJ;ta but 
not a single line from the Bhattaharacarita. 

Though a spurious and coinparatively late work the Bhattaharacarita 
has very judiciously tried to take the shape of a PuraJ).a. W~ know that 
th? first topic to be dealt with in a PuraJ).a is creation (sarga).4 Likewise 
this wo~k also, after a few benedictory verses, goes on describing, although 
ve:Y. bnefly, the creations and gradual development of the world-from the 
ongm of Brahma to that of the Gandharvas and Kinnaras. Thus it leaves 
no stone unturned to prove its own self to be a genuine or at least a part 
ofit. 

Although the chief object of the writer of this work is to give a pen
picture of the Medapatas of Ajmir (Rajputana}, he was clever enough to 
mtroduce some stories from the Mahabharata in order to give this work 
the character of a part of a PuraJ).a. He was aware of the fact that none 
would pay attention to his work if it dealt only with the Medapatas in 
.whom the people at large were hardly interested. So, on fols. 124ff. he 
introduced a Mahabharata story, viz. that of Par~it and Janam.ejaya, 
which tells us that once Pariksit tied a dead snake round the neck of a sage 
and for this act he was curs~d by the son of the latter. In consequence 
of that curse, the king was killed by the formidable serpent Tak~aka. Being 
furious, Janamejaya, son of Parilc~it, made arrangements for the destruction 
of the whole race of the snakes by performing a sacrifice. The race of the 
snakes was going out of existence but at last it was saved by Astika. 

It is obvious that the famous story of the Mahabharata has got no 
bearing on the first half of the work which exclusively deals with the Meda
pat;as. The Mahabharata story has been very cleverly introduced with 
numerous references to the worship of Kr~JJ.a,5 although in other part, 
which also deals with the Medapatas, such references to Kr~J).a are hardly 
observable. 

The author while narrating the story of Par~it and Janamejaya, did 
not forget his chief object, viz. the delineation of the Medapatas, and 

4 Cf. Five-fold characteristics of a Purii.na. 
6 'Bha~t-nharocarita', fol. 124b: 'nvito vi~1_1unii. siik~i,t pradnk~il).yena cakrit_1i' 

fol. 124b: 'kuru-piil)<).u-nrpesiiniiJ:!1 vi~l).uriito'bhimnnyujnJ:,. '. 
fol. Ibid.: 'k~l).ll!Jl <-4-~tvfl prasanniitmii. bnbhuvn vidhivrttimiin' 
fol. 129b: 'so evn k:f\,l)o bhagaviin brnhmnnityii niranjnna(m)' 
fol. Ibid.: '~i:iiirthatn.tvav;tti sri ~:ga kila nirupyate '. 
fol. 130a: . '11:ovardhuIJl prabhu]:i ', 
fol. 130b: 'kr~i:ialmmnlnpa triik\'Rl:i svaynri1 brahmasamanvayaJ:,.' 
fol. 131b: 'avi(vi)dyiivaT[lcita]:i priit;ti ~r:iiinugrnhamantarii I . 

snmsiira siigaram tartum na bhavecchaktimnn kac1t II 
fol. 134b: '~~a-kirtana kartiiro yatra SUT[lti mahii&lyfi]:i' , 
fol. 135a: 'kfii9a-kirtana-samyogn1T1 sa-rvadiipyevru:nik!)ayet 
fol. 136a: 'prajii]:i siisati bhupiile kfiii:indevena ral~~~te' _ , 
fol. 136b: 'sarve~iimapare~iiITI tu vi~t;tudharmii~h!v~~t 
fol. 156b: 'sapha!ii ,:i~l).uriitiikhyii srikpg1ena vmlI'Illll:a 
fol. 158b: 'Jmma kirttimahat-phnlam' _ , 
fol. 165b: 'nw,rna visvasar81)llSya !q',;I.lasya karul).Bk~al)~t , 
fol. 167a: 'tatha k,~I_lena kr.,I_lena svena svnsy_a pari~~ital_1h, 
fol. J 69n: • snrµpriipta k.f,;l)a _kfl~ul).ynJ:,. snhnsii Ji'intamscaya. 
fol. 171a: Vienuriito v•~l)ura to ., 
fol. 178b: 'kr~n11sy11 v1>ccmi,t k!'('l)a,,n.rµsrnrtJ . , 
fol. IOOb: 'kf'i~akirttnnn khedM-cnciira jn~nmeiay~J:,. _, 
fol. 191a: 'mahil)mati(ti)rp. nngarim kl"')l).Ukirttann lnlusn , etc. etc. 
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hence, after bringing the Mah~bha!ata story to . a close, he again gave 
us information about the Medapatas m fols. 19lff. till the end of the work. 

Thus we see that the author of the Bhattaharacarita has left no stone 
unturned to give his work the air of a genuine Purai;ia so that it might be 
accepted as a part of _the _P~tala khaJ?-<;la of the Pa:lma-pura:i;ia; yet the 
conclusion seems to be 1rres1st1ble that 1t does not at all form a part of the 
Padma-puraIJ.a, although it claims to be so. 

That this Bhattaharacarita is a work of immense importance can be 
little doubted. It bas two-fold importance. Primarily as we have stated 
above it throws a flood of light on the hitherto unknown or slightly 
knowi-:. Bhatas (also called Bhattas) and Medapatas, and secondarily it 
gives the contents of the Bhiimi-khaIJ.<;la of the Padma-pura:i;ia in its earlier 
form. As we have discussed the latter in our study of the Bhiimi-kha:Q.<;la 
of the Padma-purai;ia, we are concerned here chiefly with the Bhatas and 
the Medapatas. 

There are epigraphic and other references to prove that 'Medapata' 
is the name of modern l\l[ewar.6 Our manuscript contains two passages 
which seem to suggest the location of Meda pa ta. They are as follows: 

'asti bharate kha"Q.<;l.esmin pavitrah paramottama(h) I 
medapata iti khyato desarajah susobhanah II 
aneka-tirtha-nikaraih p~prathaih (i.e. pul?karadyaih 1)samanvitah 
citrakiita-trikiitadi-giribhih parirak1?itah II 
sarit-saro-nadakin).arp. kamapiirarp. ripanvayah(1) I 
khanoparaD?-avapi~h!r devakhii.taih suvistrtah II 
pul?karadyaih paV1trarp.sal;i sarvatati(1 to'ti or trati) manoharal;i 
grama(1 mo) yatra na samvaso gopagokulasundarah 11 7 

and 

'rajannaste trikiitadrirekalirp.gasya sevaya I 
girirajanyatarp. dhatta nijanandagw;i.odayaih II 
tatha ca p~kararp. yasmat natidiire pravarttata 
vii:;aye medapatakhye citrakiitadima:i;i.<;l.ite IJ B 

These clearly point out that Medapata was protected on all sides by the 
mountains Citrakiita and Trikiita; Pul?kara was not very far from there and 
that there were other sacred places near by. ~kara, as we all know, is 
the modern sacred place of the same name, situated in Ajmir. It is not 
very difficult to identify the Citrakiita mountain. It is certainly the modern 
Citorga<;lh i~ the Udayapur state of Rajputana.0 There are inscriptional 
records which connect the Citrakiita mountain with Medapata. The 
following lines may be quoted from the Citorga<;lh prasasti: . 

6 See Nundo La.I De, 'Geographical Dictionary of Ancient and Mediaeval India' 
second edition, 1927, p. 129. ' 

7 Bhat~haracarita, fol. 14a and b. 
8 Ibid., fol. 177b. 
• Cf. 'sobbil.ba.ndhya]:i sa. vindhya]:i suraguru * * 

noccakiitas-tri.kutah 
kai)ii~asciivi~ii.so ~imagiriramabiin v~anil.bba]:i sunil.bha]:i I 
m~":il.ka]:i pil.karupn]:i sa_kala-vasumat1-d~tta-netra-prasiide 
prasade dyotamiine rav1-ratha-turaga-prapta-visrfu:lti.kesmin II 

J.B.Br.R.A.S., Vol. XXII, 1908, p. 59. 
'yo dhatte k 'a'iraviiriirp nidhimupari parai rajahamsairagn.mya.- I 
staddiirga.ri, citrak11to jayati vusumati-ma,:i<_lana,;, bhuribhumih II 

Ep. Ind., Vol. II, p. 408. . . 
In these two inscriptions citra.kii~a has been identified with Citorgac;lb. 
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'astyadbhiital;J. ~tidharal;J. kila citrakiita-stenavani maghavatii pari
- piilyamanal;J. J 

BrI medapata-dhara:r;u-tarm;u-lalata patte sphutam mukutatiimupati-
kate yah. II 10 • . • 

Accor~g to kalidasa's Raghuvai:µsa, Trikiita is situated in the western 
countries of India.11 Sometimes it has been identified with Junnar in 
Kathi~wad.12 Moreover the distance from Citor to Pl.L\lkar may be about 
!5~ ~es.18 Thus we see that taking all the evidences into consideration 
it IS difficult to avoid the conclusion that Medapata of the manuscript is the 
present-day Mewar in Rajputana. 

We will pre,sently show how the manuscript abounds in references to 
the worship of Siva. This proves that the inhabitants of Medapiita were 
generally the devoted worshippers of Siva. The inscriptional evidences 
also corroborate this. The object of the Citorgac;lh inscriptionl4 is to 
record the erection of a temple of God Siva at Citrakiita. The object of 
the Citorga<;lh inscription of the CauJukya Kumarapala15 also is to record a 
visit of the CauJukya king Kumarapala to Mount Citrakiita, the modern 
Citorga9,h, and some donations which on that occasion were made by the 
king in favour of a temple of the god Samiddhesvara (Siva) on the summit 

• of the mountain. Thus the conclusion is now almost irresistible that Meda
pata of the manuscript is Medapata of the inscriptions, there being no ,,., 
difference between the two. Thus Medapata ( lRqTc > 1'1'~ > "ifc:il~) 16 

of the manuscript is the present-day Mewar in Rajputana. 
At the very outset, the title of the work recorded in our manuscript 

appears confusing. Although its name is Bh3:_ttaharacarita, y~t, it does not 
deal with the Bhattaharas but with the Medapatas. The questions naturally 
arise, 'Why is this anomaly? Who are these Medapatas? Are they 
different from the Bhattaharas?' We shall have to take the help of the 

· manuscript itself to find the answers. It distinctly says tha~ the Bhatt~
haras are the Medapatas.17 So the author has done nothmg wrong m 
describing the Medapatas while the name of the manuscript is Bhattahara-
carita. . 

From the evidence furnished by the manuscript itself it ~ppears that 
the Bhattas or Bhatas (as has been mentioned in some places ~n the ma:1u
script) though included in the Medapata race, formed the higher sect~on 
of people.IS The reason for their superiority is not known; but one thing 

10 See• CitorgSQhprasnsti ', ed. by D. R. Bhandsrlmr, vs;. 21. 
J .B.Br.R.A.S., Vol. XXII, 1908, p. ol. 

u Cf Raghuvarrisa IV. 58-59-
·avakMarri kilodanvan rfunayabhyarthito dadau I 
aparanta mahipala vyajen~ raghave karam II 
mattevarada.notkirz;ia vyakta vikrama-lak~al).an I 
trikiitameva tatroccair jayastambham cakiira sa):i II 

12 N. L. De, 'Geographical pictionary', p. 205. 
13 Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. 21, p. 154. 
14 Ep Ind. Vol. II, P· 409. . J ifi 
16 Ibid., p . '422. In this inscription, the poet, after the be~edwt<?'?' verses, g or es 

the pious and famous family of Prince Guhila. In that farruly, Ansuµha , the lord of 
.\ 

Medapata, was born. - · kr f 
1e sannivesya si(s i)vira rr, pr_thu tatra tr~itiisaha!1abhupatica am 

citrakutagiripuska.JRsobharr, clra~tuma,ra nrpat1}:! kutukena II 
. . Ep. Ind., Vol. II, p. 423. 

17 'Bhattaharncnril.a ' , fol. 17b. · . 
'bhat t aharns te hh nHt>m i,dnput n pras1ddhata);l.' 

1s ibid ., 'modnpiitol,lurii bhntiil,1 ' , fol. 72b. 
'mcdnpat/4> ttnrii. etc ', fol. 192a. 
'mednpu(;otlnro bhutto', fol. 192, etc. etc, 
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has definitely been ~sserted. It is that the Bhatas were regarded as Brii.h
mai;.i.as. There are numerous references to prove their Brahmanhood.19 
But it has also been said in this work that there was prevalence of the 
Siidra caste also among them.20 Those who did not observe the social and 
religious customs prevailing among them 21 :Vere regarded as outcastes and 
Siidras, and it has been ordained that the Siidras could attain the respect
able position of Bhattas by serving the feet of the BrahmaI)as like servants, 
and that by means of service to the BrahmaI;J.as, they could become pure 
in heart. The following lines of the manuscript are quoted in support of 
our statement--

'dvijapada-sevavii.n laghvii.tmagu:r;iagauravah II 
siidro'pi bhattajii.tiyah kixp. punascet sa vii.<;lavii.m f 
dii.savat paricaryii.vii.n siidro bhavitumarhati II 
parivii.ra prayukto'pi dvijanmalqtasevayii. I 
vyavaharavisuddhii.tma siidrah saxp.bhavatisvatah II 
mukhyav:rttiriyaxp. khyii.to siidrii.matmavidaxp.taya I · 
paricaryaparadhinyaxp. dvijii.gra:i;ia~ niraxp.taram' II 22 

But the most interesting point to note is that the Medapatas (including 
the Bhatas) claim themselves to be Nii.gara Brii.hmaI;J.as. It has been 
specially mentioned that t~ey are ca]!.ed by the people as 'Nii.gara'.23 While 
going to give an explana:t1on of th~rr name 'Nii.gara', the manuscript says 
that those Bhattaharas (1.e. Medapatas) should be named Nii.garas as they 
were protected by the Nagas.24 In another place, the explanation of their 
name has been given in the following way, 'These, superior to Medapii.ta,s 
(i.e. Bhatas), were known as the Nii.garas as they were devoted to Siva'.25 
But how far their evidence of the racial affinity with the Nii.gara Brah.mai;.i.as 
would be tolerable is really not known. Only from a few references from 
one manuscript, it would be hardly justified to connect the Medapii.tas 
with the Nii.gara BrahmaI;J.as. D. R. Bhandarkar has tried to give the 
reason of the name Nagara and suggested that it may be derived from the 
place name 'Nagar or Nagarkot, the old name of Kangda, situated in the 

lt 'Bhattahara.carita. ', 
'medapii.tadvijiinvaya', fol. !Sa. 
'bhattanvayabhaviinetan m edapiitan dvijanmanal_l ', fol . 20a. 
'syiiddvijo bhat\;as';1jiiita l_l ', fo~. 52a. . . _, 
'medapata-kulotthita-bhat ~ nama dv1Jottruna , fol. 52a. 
'bhattiinii.m dvijariinii.m ', fol. 70b. 
'bhattii. brfilunanasattamiih ' , fol. 70b. 
'bhat~arii.khyiinii.rµ dvij9:':'ii.m ',_ fol. 71b: . , 
'medapiitottarii. bhatii.h dv1ian:11ano ~~u;ia}:t , fol. 72b. 
'caturvimsa.ti bhattiidi m edapata dv1iM11;1nl_l ', fol. 191b. 
'sr1 bhatamedapii.tii.nii.rp. br~_iinii.rp. .1:i:yii.maka}:t ', fol. 205b. 
'prayojanamidarp. te~ii.rp. bhattanarp. dviiaianmanii.m ', fol. 205b. 

•o Ibid., 's11dro'pi bhattajii.tiya}) ', fo!- 1~3b. . _ . 
• ime syur-bhatanamiina l;l s~1dra a l!' mahii.dh1ya]:i. ', fol. 7 lb. 
'siidrii.niim sevinii.rp. bhaH aie kule , fol. 71a. 
'siidrasya· vai;iija}) silpagw:uno bhattasarp.sthitau ', fol. 124a. 

Z1 Ibid., 'VedaviihyMcii.niiciiri ', fol. 100a. 
u Ibid., fol. 103. The v erses h ave b een q,uo~d :i,s they are found in the manuscript 

No_ correction has b een made. The word d v iia h ere most proba bly refers to th~ 
Brahman as. 

u 'Bhattaharacarita ', ' vadi~yn~ti ja niil_l snm ynk niigariiniti nirnitah • t I 17 
'nii.gu.riLni t i ta.sm iittu vndonti k a.v nyas~tuniin ', fo l. 17a. · · ' 

0 
· a

4 

H Ibid. , ' syur bhntaharnnii.rnano nii.gnrii n iignra k~aniit' fol 17b 
'niigendraga i;ia ra k ,;;ato niigar ii man vate ', foi. 39a . · · 
'bhntii. niigarakiiryyei;ie. nii.ga n iig1tra k ~t;1iit ', fol. I 92b. 

u Ibid ., 'medapiitottarii ~t e niigara,µ(niigarii.} harasa ,µsray ii.t', fol. 192a. 
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Swalakh hills in the Punjab'.26 Thus we see that the.explanation of the 
name Nagara differs. Not only this, but none of the available inscriptions 
also which throw light on the Medapatas even hints at the point that they 
were regarded at least to some extent as Nagara BrahmaJ}.as. It is a settled 
fact that the Nagara Brahma.l).as belonged to Vaijvapa gotra27 but through
out the manuscript not even a single reference to this gotra is found. The 
name of the tutelary deity of the Nagaras is the Linga called Hatakesvara. 28 
But no such reference to Hatakesvara Siva is found in the manuscript. 
Moreover the surnames29 of the Nagara Brahma1;1as, which are the most 
important signs to recognize them, have not been given in the manuscript. 
Thus taking all these points into consideration, it seems difficult to avoid 
the_ conclusion that no great weight should be given on the Medapii.ta,s' 
clarm to be the Nagara Brahma1;1as as found in the manuscript. 

From a scrutinizing analysis of the manuscript much can be said about 
the religious inclinations of the Medapatas. They were, as we have noticed 
earlier, staunch supporters of Saivism. Quite a good number of times 
Siva has been described as the Lord of the Medapatas.so They are said to 
have been prospering under the protection of Siva.31 He was a constant 
well-doer of them.32 They offered Him w;orship with flowers and sandal
pastes.33 It has also been held that Lord Siva or Ekalinga was worshipped 
even by the ancestors of the Medapatas and the Bhatas.34 

But however strong the supporters of Saivism the Medapatas may be, 
it will be a height of folly if we presume that they were satisfied with this 
particular sectarian motive of them. The manuscript abounds in refer
ences to the worship of Katyayani, Ambika, Vindhyavasini, Annapiir1;1a, 

. 28 D.R. Bhandarkar, 'The Niigar Briihma~s and the BengaliKayasthas',Ind. Ant., 
Vol. LXI, 1932, p. 46. 

27 See J.A .S.B., 1909, p. 167, also M. L. Mathur, 'Origin of the Guhilots: were they 
Niigar Briihrnm;ias? ', I.H.Q., Vol. XXVI, 1950, p. 265. 

28 Ind. Ant., Vol. LXI, 1932, p. 45. 
29 'datta-guptau nanda-gho~au §arrna-dasau ca varrna ca I 

niiga-datta strata-bhiitau mitra-devau bhavastatha' II 
See D. R. Bhandarkar, 'Foreign Elements in the Hindu Population', Ind. Ant., 

Vol. XL, 1911, p. 32. . . _ _ . 
30 'Bhatj;aharacarita', 'etat sarvajagat prasasti sivasya km01t ~radh,to I 

danurya]:i sva nisargata]:i sa bhagavii.n deviidideva prabhu II fcl. 26. 
' ekalinga sivii.daina]:i ', fol. 26a. _ , 
' pii;iiikapiii;iinii prokta)1l dharmo'yarp. bhava.tii m~t~]:i _, f~l. 41b. 
' jayati sribhn~harayukatritriitri(1) saka.Iamedapa.j;anam , fol. lb . 
' bhatiidi meda.piika(t,a) saiva):J. ', fol. l 24a. 

81 Ibid., 'srimantal) sivasannidhau ',.fol. 22a. 
32 l birl., 'bha(;ii.niil'fl. medapiitanarµ vise~ena hite.rµkara):J. I 

~;~ ~~~iih~~-t~ -~~~-t~~ih ~;~~h -a~~~~ .\ridh~;~~~~; i, ·fo1. 65n 
38 Ibid .,'·: ... : devasya bhaira;asya m:ahiitmanah 

puJaya candanail_i pu~pail_i' II fol. 49. 
34 I bid., ' ekalingn girijniitam sarvadii tirtha nayakam I , 

bhaWi.narµ medapatiinum piirvajaih parisevitam' II fol. i 97a. . . ·t 
I I h • : · · f th rship of Ekalmga nnd 1 n one p ace t E>re 1s menflon of the procedures o e ':"0 . • 

hag a lso been stat.ed that once Pulo.stya and K a§ya.pa worshipped Ekahnga. 
Cf. ' atra piirvaI!1 lq-tii yiit.rii kasyapena pulRstina I 

pnulast.ena vi§e~ei:ia sii.mriijyabhurasiddh1>ye II 
sarpsmaretrovamcviiyamckalinga samarcanrun' II fol. IOOb. . . h d 

Thora o.ro innumernblo re ferences which will show thoir conncctwn wit an 
religioua inclinat ions t-0 the devoted Liitga-worshippers. It is, we hope, not necessary 
to pi le them up by m eans of quotations more and more. 
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Mahesvari35 etc. which seem to point to the element of Sakti as connected 
with Siva. Thus, although the Saiva element predominates, the Sakti was 
nevertheless not so insignificant. It was the custom among them to worship 
the goldeq image of Uma mahesvari, the omnipotent and omniscient female 
entity of Siva.so The image of Katyayani with her four arms carrying the 
bow and arrows, the sword, the scimitar, and the thunder-bolt respectively, 
was verv much respected by themS7 and they regarded Her as the Saviour of 
the Bha\a race and they used to worship her always.88 It has been said that 
one, coming to Bhattaharapura-the city of the Bhattaharas, should first pay 
his respect to Katyayani-the mother of the earth. 89 She would often appear 
before a devoted disciple and would grant him boon.40 The Vindhya
vi.isini aspect of that primeval Sakti was worshipped for good fortune, 
happiness, prosperity and welfare of the Medapi.it,as. She could remove 
the distress and misfortune of many people.41 Much happiness or welfare 
was due to Her.42 She has been regarded as the 'kalyal).a-koti janani',48 
i.e. the mother of crores of auspicious deeds. 

The Medapatas were conversant with many Vratas.44 It has been 
said that as Siva is the sole creator of the Bhata race, He should be 
worshipped by the people with the observance of the Sivaratri vrata. He 
should be given a special worship on each Sunday at noon when the 
sun shines very brightly.46 :J;)hUl).~etrapati should be worshipped in 
paficami. In the month of Magha and Caitra also He should be wor
shipped. 46 In autumn one should adhere to Bhava.47 In the Caturthi 
of the month of Agrahi.iyal}.a, the Mahi.ipuji.i of Ki.ityi.iyani and Siva (vara
desituh) should be celebrated. Especially at the time of moon-rise this 
yr~ta from its st.art to finish_should be_ o~served by the Medapi.itas, engaged 
m Japa and homa. A detailed descnpt10n of the Nagapaficami Vrata as 
observed by the Bhatas is given. It has been remarked, 'Those who are 
great in the Bhattahara clan, should observe naga-paficami as this was 
their family-rite. In Naga-paficami, men and women should worship the 
Nagas in a manner of great celebration. Images of Sefjla and other nine 

85 'BhaHaharacarita ', 
•te~iimiidhiiradatri syii.t devi kii.tyii.yani sadii.', fol. 60b. 
'ii.rii.dhal').iyii. sat-at-arp. visvasya sthitihetave' I 
kii.tyii.yal').i vise~e,:ia. pii.rii.yal').a parii.yal').ail:,.' II fol. 72b. 
'kiityii.yani bhagavati tadii.nugrabadayini' I fol. 16b. 
ambikiipiijanaIJ'l capi samyak snpi samiitrikal:i I fol. 44b. 
dhuIJ'ldhiniiIJ'l jil.iipitas-cai~arp. saki;inI vindhyaviisinr, fol. 54a. 
annapiin;iii vidhyaviisa devi kiityii.yan~s-tatha! fol. Illb. 
ta.ta.sea jagadiinandakiiri,:,i (niIµ) vi (v1) svamataram I 
annapiin;iii'1) pariinandadiiyinim ...•... _II fol. 108b. 
annapiin;ia. samii.yii.t piijada.iva.ta s~Y:I!•a , fol. 116b. 

38 Ibid., 'umii. miihesvari murtti svar,:iajii par,pnJya.te', fol. 118b. 
81 Ibid ., 'yaf,riist.e sakaliirt.hasii.dhanavidhau kii.tyii.yan'i devata I 

biiI).llJ1'l khru;lgamasilri tathii. ca. kuJisa~ ~as~a is~t~bhiJ:i_ ~amiit II fol. Sa. 
. <;1.1:iul').<;l.hi k ~etrapatisca kiirm~a d_ha ra. k~t-:ya_yan1 ti~thati , fol. 22a. 

38 Ibid ., 'kiityiiyani bhagava ti na!Tlda.Ja_ v1dhyavas1m I 
. bhat,a.va IJ'lsa p a ritrii.tri sa rvada rva samarcya te_ II fol. 92b. 

39 Ibid ., 'srimadbhattaharas thii.ne prathamarr, v1svama taram I 
4 

• ,½ii.t.yiiyani1,1..bhagava tim n asn:(k.rt;v)opa.?arpat,i If fol. 108a. 
0 Ibid., 1h samstuva tiim priidur-ba bbuva Jagad1sva ri I 

kii.tyiiyani ga ne·sasca varadiinii.ya sat varam' II fol. 94b-95a 
41 Ibid., 'aneka.janasa ntiipanilsini vindhya vii.s ini' I fol. 106b. · 
42 Ibid., 'bibhra. . i bhata m ed 9.p iita sukhad_ii. sa vindhyasamvii.sini • fol Sa 

4 3 
'_liuhho v iiyu bhngavati devi sri vmdhyavii.sini', fol. 69b. ' . . 

See lbw ., fol. lb. 
: ~ Ibi_d., :---- v r!'t a 111 ~ ednpfrt,otto.rnbhat,ii. }_i •! _fol. 123b. 
46 

lb~., , bhi~rk!'s-curka --:1.u-s<'~-U mt.ym:'?"a so. puJyate •, fol. 73b. 
4 1 

Ib~d .,, t~tha ea1t re ca m aghe ca s1HppuJyetadbadeva sah' fol 74 Ibid., v1se~el').o. sarnt kriIEJ bha va.p ii.rii.yaI).otsava J:i •, fol. 7-ia '. · a. 
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N-agas should be built; and sandal-paste, incense, :flowers and others should 
be offered (to them). Life should be infused into those great lords of 
the Nagas . . . In the great festival of the worship of Naga by the 
merchants, craftsmen and twice-born, the Brahma}J.as should be fed and 
handsome charity should be made (to them).. . In paficam.i the Bhattas 
should churn cow's milk and give those as offerings and later on should take 
themselves those things.48 

Sometimes they offered worship to two great gods, viz. Kuvera and 
Visvakarman, also. It has been said that they should worship these two 
gods considerjng them to be their family-deities.49 Having built a golden 
image of Kuvera and having the same consecrated by the Brahma}Jas, the 
merchants, who formed a section of the Medapat,a people, should worship 
that image in company with the whole of their family, by offering much 
wealth to the deity.50 Visvakarman also should be worshipped with sandal
paste, fragrant incense and similar other things.51 The worshippers must 
be pure in heart while offering worship to Visvakarman. Naivedya, fruits 
and betel leaves should be given to the god.52 These two gods in return 
bestow favour on their worshippers and grant them much wealth.GS 

From a close study of the manuscript much can be said regarding the 
profession and social customs of the Medapatas. 

It seems that the majority of them were skilled labourers in the art of 
construction of houses. That they were conversant with that science is 
proved by numerous references in the manuscript itself54 and it is quite 
reasonable to hold that they earned their livelihood by means of that. From 
some other passages, it is evident that some among them had to protect 
the earth, and it is highly probable that they were enrolled in the local 

48 ' Bha.~\;aharacarita ', 
'srimadbha~a haravarpse ye bhaviip.ti (bhavanti) ma:r:ii'>il;tal.i I 
te~rp tu jfiii.tidharmatvii.t so(rp) sevyii. nii.gapafioami II 
striyas-oii.pi pumii.rpsas-oa samupii.siyureva tii.n f 
nii.gii.i:µstu nii.gapafioamyii.rp mahotsava vidhii.natal}. II 
te~ii.rp tu pratimii. k.iiryyii. navase~ii.di bhoginii.m I 
candanais-oiipi dhupaisoa puspai * * nivedanail}. II 
lqta pra:r:ii(a) pra.i~hii.nii-rp ni'Lgendrii.J?.ii,rp manasvini'Lm I 

va:r:iik sa(si) lpi dvijii.tinii.rµ nii.gapiijii. mahotsave I 
brii.hmaI_li'Ln bhojayeyuste dadhyusoii.pi sudaki,(~i) :I_J.a II 

paiicamyi1rp. bha~~a jii.tiyairg?re(nal ~ya na(ca) ;manthanam I 
vidheya111 nii.ganaivedyamas1tavyarp. mrantaram II fol_- 73. , 

' 8 Ibid., 'tasmii.debhirime (mau) sevyau matva sa.rp.(sva) kulada,vatam (te) , foI. ll9a. 
'piijayeyuratiprityii. svatmanakuladaivatam ', fol. 99b .. 

60 Ibid., 'sauv!lrr:,.a.111 pratim~1+1 lqtv~ pr~ti~hii.pya d~jatmabhil}. I 
l.q-tva tiimarasam d1vya1+1 sobh1tai:µ vasubhil}. ••• II 
.•• -dhunadam dhanasampadail}. I 

. , V~T).ijal). p(ijayeyul}. sma (sva) pariviirasamanvital}.' II fol. 99b. 
61 Ibid ., visvakarmii.T).a.J+l .•• piijayeyul}. .•. J 

•• , samyak pui:;paprakaravastubhil}.11 
candaniiguru' etc. fol. 99b. 

52 Ibi~., :n':i':'.edyail}._ph~latiimbiilasat phalai!J ', fol. 99b. . 
63 Ibid., ,d~~ar~rµ _PUrI_J.asampadiii:µ', fol. 99b. , 11 

puJay,tva labheyusma nikhilii api sampadal}. , fol. l00a. 

NB H h . . - - ('sa bhaved bhiigy&· . .- ere t ere 1s only reference to the worship of Naraye.I_la h • t 
nidhimi'Ln nii.rii.yaI_J.a-parii.yal).a}:l' , fol. 100a). The reason of its occurrence ere 18 no 
known. 

64 Ibid., 'vii.BTU (st,u) vivi (there is an additional vi) ji'lii.namete~ii.m nirmitarµ 
viavakarmo.i:ia I 

i1diRteno. girH:icna svii.minii. hitakii.myayii. II 
mahesena mahanviiya VSI_J.ijii.m ea (i) lpini1mapi ', fol. 99a. 
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troo s or in the pioneer force as home-guards.55 I~ is also noteworthy 
thatpsome of them tried their best to be conversant with the art of trade56 
a.nd navigation. . 

There were some kuladharma of the Bhatas which had to be observed 
by them. They whole-heartedly followed the ~ast:as _and acaras stated by 
the latter. They did not even think of changmg their Dharma and would 
not mix with the people of other religions. They were satisfied _wi~h their 
own wives· so no question of adultery arose. They had to avoid idleness 
in times of wo'rk. They had to worship their preceptors, celebrate the five 
yajiias including the Devayajiia, respect the feet of their parents and per
form their ii,hnika with flowers and blades of Kusa (darbha).57 Much stress 
has been ]aid on 'atithi-satkarah '. If a near and dear one of ordinary 
status arrive (priye samanyabhave'pi samprapte nijadhamani ', see fol. 40a), 
he should be treated like a respectable guest. The host should closely 
embrace him, make him seated and himself wash his feet. He should 
place on the head the water touched by the greatest of the Dvijas with his 
feet.58 He should decorate his guest with the sandal-paste, fried rice, and 
with similar other things. He should even rub the feet of his guest.59 In 
short, he should look after the guest's snana, paridhana and bhojana. 60 H 
a. Medapata arrives, all those things mentioned above should be observed by 
the Bhatas, for, this is their compulsory custom.61 

There was a system among them that they took money from the bride
groom by giving ?-way their ~aughter ~ marriage.62 But to give away a 
daughter to a foreigner belongmg to a different clan presumably for earning 
money thereby was forbidden.6S 

A det~iled . description of. the ma~iage ceremony of the Medapatas 
has been given m the manuscript. An mteresting feature of it is that the 
people who will follow the bridegroom when the latter starts for the bride's 
place should consist of men only and no lady should be allowed to take 
part in this procession. 64 It expressly says 'The procession with no female 
member is an act productive of auspiciousness'.65 The ceremonies which 

66 'Bhatta.haracarita ' 
· 'viistu vijnrui'ino vapi sthitiralcyi. vidhayinaJ:i ', fol. 70a. 

u IbU., 'te~a-qi va:Q.ija:rµ silpina.mapi ', fol. 12b. 
:bha~?yul:i santati yavat vat;1.ijasilpinas-tatha', fol. 72b. 
vai:uJe bhatta,sarµyukte medapatii punastvami 

'silpino'pi ca te bhatt,a medapiit,a gw;iiinvita', fol. !Ob. 
'bhatte~u medapiite~u ... vanijaJ:,. ... ailpinosciipi ', fol. 73a. 
'var;iijaJ:i sarµbhavi,;iyanti medapiitiibhatiidayaJ:i ', fol. 97a. 
'va:r;i.ijaJ:i silpinascapi nirmitiiste kapardinii', fol. 99a. 
'bha(;iidimedapiitesu vanigbhih silpibhistathii ', fol. I00a. 
'uktaJ:i svadharnio.bhattaniim

0

vat;1.ijiirµ silpina sutai) ', fol. I00a. 
:b_!iatadi medapiitaste brahma.n sa(i)lpiva:r;i.ik?ha~a.J:i ', fol. 105a. 
sudrasya vai:i.ija}:l silpagu:Q.ino bhatta sazµsthitau , fol. 124a. 

There are ~ good deal of references to thi~ respect, wh~ch a~e quite unnecessary, 
for those contam t-he same ideas and expressions as contamed m the verses quoted 
.above. 

67 See, e.g. ibid., fols. 39a-40b. !! Ifn:l., : d~ijariijapiidastha.niit a po ~u~dJ:m~ mvesa~et ', fol. 40a. 
lb~ .• pada sa,µva.haniidibhi(J:i) c1hnam siidhayet , fol. 40a. 

eo Ibid., 'sniiniidi paridhiiniidi kalp~ye t • • • I . _ 

81 
• , b'?oianiidi prakalpiidi bhoJaye(!) sauhr<:_ltl:i(da) saha' II fol. 40a. 

lbw., purvavat paricetavyarµ medapate samagate I 
a• . , e~a iivasyako dharmo bhntta,nii~ jiiati~T[lbhavai)' II fol. 40b. 

- Ibid., anya(nye)ca kanyiivarayol_1 kar1~yant1 h1 vikrayarn • fol 56b 
. ~hitva vittat'fl ko.ny,,yiil_1 pradi(dii)syanti varasya t;,_ • fol 56b :! Iln_d., ;nupar?rp_ kanynkodviihnrp paroj iitipravrttibhi~1 ', fol. 32b. · · 

,.. Ibif!,., varayatra ... kevala'Tl ptrrn.~iis-tatra samakii.ryah suhrttam -h, 
6 Ibid., 'purandhrivarjita yiitrn kalyar;iaprasavashali', fol: 41 b." a. • fol. 4 lb. 
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have been dealt with at length are almost like those of the present day. 66 

A major difference is that it lays down a special 'vidhi' that after the · 
'nandimukha' ceremony, the newly-married couple should come near the 
'mal)<;iapavedi' which is befitted .with the images of 'navagraha' and wor
ship yaradesvara (Parvati and Siva), Brahma and other deities and the 
Brahmal)as, and the ii.caryas, with excellent ornaments and with scents, 
nuts all:d betel lea"."es, etc.67 Another characteristic point i~ that it ~as 
b~en said th~t the time of the feeding of the assembled gues~s m connection 
wi~h a mamage cere~ony is mid-day.68 It is really very difficult to ascer
tam w~y ~uch a particular time has been fixed for that purpose. 

It 18 mteresting to note that kaulinya gm:ia was known to the ~~aytas 
as some of them were regarded as 'kulina'.69 That ther~ were divisions 
of Go~ra a~d Pravara among the Bhattas and l\fodapatas is proved by the 
followwg lines of the manuscript. 

sri bhattamedapatanii.rµ caturviipsati got~ii.ip ! 
~otre~u pratigotrasthaJ;i" pravarii. vyaktito hi te II fol. 202a. 
, syurbh_ata medapii.tanaip caturviipsati gotrinam ', fol. 203a. 
caturvuµsati bhattadi medapatadvijan s3~ah ', fol. 191b. 

It thro_ws a flood of light on the 24 main gotras70 ( cf. 'Caturasiti-~otrebhyas 
caturvup.sati gotr~ii.m,, fol. 34a), the number of which at one per10d e?Cceeds 
at Iea:st 2,300.71 Among the twenty-four gotras which have been specifica~y 
mentwned by the writer the following 18 are well known to all and require 
no further introduction.' TheE<e are as follows: (1) .Atre.ya, (2) Par~ara, 
(3) Katyii.yana, (4) Garga, (5) Sii.Q<;lilya, (6) Kausika, (7) Vatsa, (8~ Vatsya, 
(9) Bharadviija, (10) Gii.rgya, (11) Gautama, (12) Kii.syapa, (13) Ma:Q.<;lavya, 
(14) Kaui:i<;linya, (15) Atri, (16) Ga.lava, (17) Bhii.rgava, (18) Upamanyu. 
The following six names appear to be wrong. They are according !0 the 
text (1) Kusaka, (2) l\fohila, (3) Vir.il)uvardhana, (4) Maunasa, (_5) Radha~ 
and (6) Candrii.treya. But as the manuscript is full of gross ~stakes, :we 
should do justice if we take for these the following six respectively which -
are mentioned in the book named' Principles of Pravara and Gotra '-72 They 
are (1) Kusika,78 (2) Mudgala,74 (3) Vi!;!i:iuvrddhi,75 or Vi~i;iu~ddha,76 

(4) Mautsya,77 (5) Rii.dhavi.78 It is a pity that an authontative woyk 
like 'Principles of Pravara and Gotra' does not contain the last gotra, viz. 

66 As ~n instance, we may mention the kindling of a sacred fire, before which the 
ceremony is to be performed 

67 • Bha~~haraca.rita •, · 
1 ~to ~!-1<:lapa vede(di) ~u navagrah~amarca ka}:I, 

gitav_iiditra nirgho.5a lqt~ mangalavistara}:111 
ya!hagrhoktavidhina piiJayed. varadesvaram I 
!ala.ma _v~la'llkarai}.l piigatii.tnbulagandhabhi.1:i II 
bralunadikan briihmaniiscamaciiryyam ... 'I fol. 44b. 

68 Jb~d., :mudhy~Jme bhojayed.viprii.n' fol. ~7a .. 
69 Ibid., m edapa\,ottarabhutiih brahrnai;iyav1dh1vedhasa}:I I 

_sampradayanusarina kulini sthitayo 'bhavat' II fol. 34b. 
10 See Ibid., folij. 34a-37b . d G tra' 

th Ulnbe · - 'P . • 1 of Pravara an o 
71 For e n. r of gotras see p. Chentsalrao, rmc1p 8 •\ d .. n) the index of 

(Government Oriental Lihrary Series, No. 25, Mysore, 1900, 2nd e ,tio ' 
gotrar'3i . ~ 

72 See f.n. 14. 
73 See 'Principles of Pravura and Gotra', pp. 86, 89, 139, 170. 
74 Ji,id. , pp. 63, 8 1, 166, 108. 
1a Ibid . , p. 68. 
76 Ibid., pp. 61, 63, 166. 
11 Ibid.' p. 165. 
1a Ibid., p. 139. 
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Candratreya. It can be safely concluded t~at t_here was a gotra of t~s 
name as we know that the Candelas of historic fame belonged to this 
Can<hatreya Gotra. 79 · · 

. SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTERS OF THE BHAITAHARA.CARITA 

The first chapter mainly deals with high glorifications of Siva by His 
devoted attendant Nandi after giving information about the contents of the 
Bhiimi-khai;c;la of the Padma-purai:ia. 

The second chap~r also deals with the glorifications of Ekalinga by 
Vasuki and Narada. Siva granted boon to Vasuki as He was pleased by 
his austere penance. 

The third chapter contains some information about the Medapata 
tribe and it is also concerned with their Smrti rites to some extent. The 
Medapatas' connection with the influence ~f Siva has repeatedly been 
mentioned. 

In the very beginning of the fourth chapter the sage Saunaka asks 
Siita to tell him all about the gotras, and Siita replies accordingly. The 
names of twenty-four gotras of the Bhatas and the Medapatas have been 
given. It has also been observed that attention to these glorifications of 
gotras makes one get ~he benefit of the result obtained by bath in the 
Ganges or such o!her pious acts. The 'Kaulinya GUI)a' is ascribed to the 
Medapatas. Vedadhyayana, Sadacara and other such qualifications make 
one highly elevated. 

The fifth chapter goes on describing the detailed celebrations of the 
marriage ceremony of_the Medapatas. . 

The name of the snrth chapter is Sadharai;a kuladharmaniriipa1;1a. This 
chapter is mainly concerned with the genealogical list of the different gotras. 
The eighth chapter is concerned with Rudra mahatmya and confirms the 
connection of the Medapatas with the blessing of Siva. . 

The ninth chapter deals with many important things. It ascr~bes an 
. elevated place to the goddess Vindhyavasini who exists in DhUJ;1c;lhikf;letra. 
Some place has been given to the goddess Katyaya¢. The names and 
c~remonial functions of some festivals and Vratas (i.e. Nagapaficami, 
S~varii.tri, etc.) to be observed by the Bhatas and Medapatas have been 
given. 

The tenth chapter primarily deals with the characteristics of the highest 
family, i.e. sref:lthakulalakf:laI)a. 

The eleventh chapter lays down thirteen sa1p.skaras . of the Hin~us 
a;11d remarks that one who does not perform in accordance with the prescrip
tions of Sastras becomes a vratya, i.e. outcaste. 

The subject-matter of the twelfth chapter will be understood from the 
col<;>phon which is as follows: 'iti sri padmapuriiQ.e patala-khaJ).c_le bhattahara
c~ntre siidra-vaJ,1ik silpa niriipar:ie dvarlaso'dhyiiyah', i.e. in connection 
with the determination of the craftsmanship of merchants and sudras, here 
ends the twelfth chapter of the Bhattaharacarita belonging to the' patiila
khaJJ.<;ia of the Padma-purai;ia •. 

;g cf. 'jayatyiihliidaynn v isva,Tl visvesvarasirodhrtah f 
candriirteyannrenclrii r;u1rp VltlllSncandra ;.,;0jfvn!Ah' /I 

, _ Sem rn !_'lu tes_ o f P n rnruurdideva ', E p. Ind., Vol. IV, p . 15 7. 
Ca ndmtroy nl'!olrndv, . Juhulnputrn<lvi. ll'la nornthasyn pndiirdlmm. • 

• _ Ep. I nd:, V ? l. IV, p . JOO. 
Candrut reyngotrndv 1. Som ad evnputrapam M"lhuk d k • 

Ep. Ind., IV, p. 162, etc. e tc. . . a naya pa rune lllll. 
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"· The thirte~nth chapter eulogizes Ekalinga by mentioning that even ~..,_ 
Kasyapa worshipped Ekalinga. Even the ancestors of the Bhatas and the 
Medapatas were devoted worshippers of Ekalinga. 

The fourteenth chapter is more or less a mahatmya of Bhatta pura, the 
abo~e of the ..l\fedapatas who were always protected by Siva. These glori
fications have been spoken of even by Brahma, Vi~IJ.U and Mahesvara. 

The fifteenth chapter gives a list of the most sacred places and refers 
to_a ~ood ~llll:ber of dei~ies (i.e. Vi~IJ.u, Brahma, Surya, Gal).esa, DhUIJ.c;lipati, 
Katyayaru, Vmdhyavii.smi besides (Siva) to be respected by the Medapatas. 
We come to know from this chapter that the Medapatas were conversant 
with Vratas. · 
. · In the sixteenth chapter the story of the five piiIJ.<;iavas has been intro
duced all on a sudden and the names of Rama, RavaIJ.a and Devakinanda.na. 
have frequently been mentioned. 
. The subject-matter of the seventeenth chapter may be broadly divided 
mto two parts. The first part deals with the glor~cation ?fDevakinandana, 
and the second part, to some extent with the duties of kings. 

The detailed description of the' duties of the kings is contained in the 
eighteenth chapter also where for the first time influence of yoga (i.e. kum-
bhaka; recaka, f. 152a) can be traced. · 

The nineteenth chapter contains the well-known story of the serpent
sacrifice of Janamejaya on account of his wrath created by the death of 
his father Par~it caused by Taksaka. This story includes the narrative of 
the test of power between Taksaka and Dha.nvantari, the healer. 

The twentieth chapter cont.ams the latter part of the story. It narrates 
how Par~it faced his end ca.used by Ta~aka who himself had entered a 
fruit which was presented to the king. 

The story of the battle of supremacy between Ta~aka and Dhan
vantari has twice been repeated in the twenty-first chapter which brings 
this Mahabharata story to an apparent end. . . . . 

The twenty-second chapter mainly deals with the 1~entification. of 
Medapatas, i.e. the city of the Medapata. The names of 1t? surrounding 
hills have been mentioned. But the so-called main theme, 1.e. the Maha
bharata story, has not been forgotten. Its colophon is as follows: iti Sri 
padma-purru;i.e patala-khaIJ.<;ie mat:rvakyarµ nama dvavixp.so'?hyayab '. 

The twenty-third chapter primarily deals with the revival of nagakula 
by .Astika. A grand glorification of .Astika. has also been made. 

In the twenty-fourth chapter, Silta being as~ed by_ the sage Saunaka 
narrated at length the details about Jii.ati and Jat1, particularly gotras and 
pravaras. 

The twenty-fifth chapter, i.e. the last chapter, also contains a list of the 
gotras which have been already stated elsewhere. Its information is 
centred round the twenty-four gotras-their identification with modern 
gotras and their implications. The last colophon may be quoted here 
'iti sri padma pural).e patala-khaIJ.c;le bhattaharaca · uru-
~arthe prasarilgatanirupaIJ.e paficavirµsatitamo' · \{f.~ _c!Jf AD VJ1, 
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