
ization and subordination" or to "create 
an alternative space from which to 
function ... " (34}. The second chapter, 
" Inside and Outside the Whale", 
analyzes the ideological trajectory of the 
IE political novel of the 80's and 90's by 
offering different readings of two 
important writers, George Orwell and 
Salman Rushdie. 

The third chapter, "The Caste of the 
Indian English Novel" lays bare, as 
Makarand himself says, the "pseudo
sociology" of the IE novel. He also 
examines how and with what politico
cultural inputs the IE novel depicts 
caste. He also makes a caste-profile of 
the leading IE novelists and suggests 
that the IE novel, under various liberal 
influences, is de-brahmanising itself. 
The next chapter, "Anglo-Indian as 
Indo-Anglian: Ideology, Politics and 
Cross-Cultural Representation" is about 
"writing versus being written". Maka
rand's argument is that in the "fictional 
territory that is India, the lndo-Anglians 
have gradually edged out the Anglo
Indians-a proposition which is i~ 
keeping with the process of decolom
zation. This essay also addresses the 
issue of the authentic representation of 

BOOK REVIEW 

a culture. Is there a real India? It is more 
useful to highlight the unreal images of 
India in the IE novel, which, as Maka
rand tells us, exhibits the two syndr
omes, the NRI and the RNI (resident 
non-Indians). Thus, he critiques the 
textual politics of such writers as 
Rohinton Mistry, Firdaus Kanga, 
Upamanyu Chatterjee, Salman Rushdie, 
Anita Desai and Nayantara Sahgal. 

All in all, Makarand Paranjape's 
book, as I presume, is provocative 
enough to elicit sharp reactions from 
inside and outside the Academy. It 
really goes to his credit that he has 
produced a 'poetics' of the Indian 
EngHsh novel to fill in a long-standing 
critical gap. He has made a significant 
contribution to the project of construct
ing an alternative, indigenous Hterary 
theory. His book is even more subver
sively critical and radical in approach 
than Ganesh Devy's After Amnesia 
(1992}. What is even more surprising is 
the fact that while self-consciously 
writing a poetics of Indian English novel, 
Makarand seems to have prepared the 
first draft of the poetics of the Indian 
novel-quite unselfconsciously. Isn't 
Makarand in good company of 

A National Agenda For Education 

The book under review A National agenda 
for Education is published by The 
Mother's Institute of Research, Preet 
Vihar, Delhi, which is devoted to 
educational research. In response to the 
felt need for reforming and revolution
ising education in our country t~is 
institute had constituted a few working 
groups under the Chairmanshi~ of 
Kireet Joshi, compiler of this book. Kir_eet 
Joshi is an eminent educationist, havmg 
a very bright academic career and a :vast 
experience of varied nature, espectally 
in the field of education. At present he 
is Honorary president of the Dharru:n 
Hinduja International Centre ~f Indta 
Research. He is also Hony. Chatrman of 
the Value Education Centre, the Indian 
Council of Philosophical Research and 
of the Auroville Foundation. He is 

conversant with the current problems of 
education and the deficiencies of the 
present system of education because of 
his assignments in the Ministry of 
Education, Govt. of India, and U.G.C. 
and his close association with Sri 
Aurobindo International Institute for 

·Educational Research as its founder. 
Kireet Joshi deserves congratulations 

and accolades for doing a yeoman's job 
in bringing out this book, which can 
serve as a guide for those who are 
engaged or might be engaged in 
suggesting ways and means to improve 
the existing (not very satisfactory), 
conditions in our schools and colleges. 

This book contains selected papers 
prepared by the working groups 
referred to above. These papers air the 
national thinking on the necessary 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Premchand who has this to offer on the 
meaning of literature: 

Literature which does not stimulate 
our good taste, does not satisfy us 
morally and spiritually, does not pro
duce in us strength and activity, does 
not awaken our love of beauty- which 
does not produce in us genuine determ
ination and real strength to overcome 
difficulties-is useless for us today. It 
does not deserve to be called 
'literature'.(l3} 
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changes to be brought in the present 
system of education. The topics discus
sed in the book are: The National 
Agenda for Education; Comments on 
the National Agenda; Objectives of 
Education and Promotion of Excellence· 
Primary Education; School Education; 
Contents of Education for Character 
Development; Higher Education; 
Higher Education in Humanities and 
Social Sciences; and Teacher Education. 
The appendix dwells on Teaching of 
Sanskrit. It is a commendable exercise 
in highlighting the significant aspects of 
education which need immediate 
attention of the educationists and the 
government to make education more 
beneficial to the educands and thereby 
improve the tone of the Nation. 

From time to time, since the British 
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rulers introduced a regular system of 
education in this country, need for a 
change for the better had always been 
felt by the governments in power. 
History of Education in India is replete 
~ith varia~ reforms as suggested by 
different high power Education Com
missions before and after Independence. 
I need not go into the details. The latest 
is the New Policy of Education 1986, 
given to the country by the commission 
constituted by the then Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. After Independence, as 
we know, several systems and schemes 
were adopted, implemented and then 
discarded for the reasons best known to 
the authorities concerned. 

The conditions prevailing in the 
system of education are far from 
satisfactory, notwithstanding all the new 
and old reforms. The Mother's Institute 
of Research has done well in making a 
sincere and effective effort to highlight 
the crucial problems, the shortcomings, 
and flaws in the prevailing education 
system . An attempt has been made by 
writers to pinpoint various aspects of 
education which need educationists' 
deliberations for chalking out a special 
programme to improve and revolution
ise the existing system of education. 

The first paper in this publication is 
enti tled "A Na'tional Agenda for 
Education." In this paper the writer 
laments that our education system is 
suffering from longstanding negligence 
and maladies which require drastic 
steps to bring about radical and revol
utionary changes. National Agenda for 
ed ucation must be conceived and 
implemented to enable the youth to 
grow freely and boldly, imbibing in 
themselves the rich heritage of the past 
and cultivating the unfailing power of 
character and vision to build a bright 
future. It should aim at inculcating the 

lues enshrined in the Indian va 1 . . f 
C titution like secu ansm, uruty o 

ons t h "ch 
1 work culture, e c. w 1 are 

peop e, for peace and growth of the 
necessary 

nation. . b d outlines of 
This ch apter gives ~a der the ·head 

the proposed A:gend:~he ~genda", the 
" Basic Foundahon o d for the follow
a uthor stresses the nee 
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1. Character Development 

To meet the crisis of character in the 
country it is necessary to change the 
objectives, contents and methods of 
education. All aspects of child's 
person_ali ty-physical, intellectual, 
aesthetical, moral, and spiritual- need 
to be emphasised. 

2. Total Literacy, Universalisation of 
Elementan; Education 

As promised in the constitution, this 
aspect needs adoption of all effective 
methods to provide access to all child f . h ren 
or Pnii_'ary sc ooling. Progress should 

be ~orutored at block, district, state and 
natio~allevels maintaining proper data 
of Pnmary Education expend"t d . 1 ure, 
gen er-wtse enrolment, attendance 
rat:s, drop out rates, student-teacher 
raho, teaching aids, assessment f 
student's achievement, teacher's statuo 
etc. s, 

3. National System of Education 

~ational education must be developed 
m accordance with its own ob· ti 

d Jec ves 
an contents of education T h · eac ers 
parents and the students must h ' 1 ·ti ave edgr m_ate opportunity to shape the 
e u~ahonal policy with the help of 
d ed tcated educationists Th S h 1 · e tate 
s ou d, h~wever, give highest priorit 
to education and allocate re y . sources 
appropnate for this priority. 

4. Reforms of Curricula and 
Examination System 

Reforms of curricula and exam· . . mahan 
sthyst_em mu~t be mstituted in the light of 

e mnovahve experiments initiat db 
the g~eat nationlist leaders. We s~oul~ 
be gutded by the progressive ideas b . . d emg 
expenmente upon in different parts of 
the world un~er the inspiration of the 
goals to estab~1sh learning society, life
long ed uca han, learning to le 
I . d 1 arn, 
eammg to o, earning to pract· 

1 
. 

1 
1se, 

earnmg to care, earning to be d 
1 

. b , an earnmg to ecome. 

5. Sovereignty of the Child and 
the Youth 

It is central to learning that society and 
people should resist all activities which 
are likely to adversely affect the 

harmonious and integral value-oriented 
development of children and youths. 

II. Three Immediate Reforms 

1. Pre-School Education 

!he education of pre-school age children 
IS recommended to be essential to make 
the ~niversal elementary education 
p~sstble. The significance of early 
chi_ldhood in the later development of 
attitudes and personality, has come to 
be testified by modern psycho-physiol
ogy and close observation. Any formal 
learning is to be avoided. Children 
should be encouraged on lines of 
creative joy and healthy psychological 
development. The State must provide 
adequate funds to develop kindergar
tens, bulwarks, anganwaris, etc. on a 
large scale. 

2. Reducation of Load of Books 

Immediate steps are needed to remedy 
the load of curriculum and books on the 
tender minds of children 

3· Care and Education of the Girl Child: 
Care _and education of the girl child is 
of pr1mary importance to make every 
Woman in d t m our country well equippe o 
. ake her best contribution in the 

S
mtegral development of the nation. The 

tate go .d d vernment should provt e 
~ equate infrastructure facilities and 
mcentives t ' · 1 fr 0 ensure that all the gtr s 

om pre-school age to fourteen years 
aresentto h 1 d t d sc oo sand are not a allowe 0 

rap out. They should further be 
encouraged f f scho I" or higher levels o 
ed 

0 1~g, collegiate and university 
ucatron A . I pre · Wareness and socta 

P 
ssure must be applied to persuade 

a rents to s d h en t eir girls to school. 

III B · · astc Thrust of the Agenda 

Character De 
p · · velopment· Overarching rzncrple · 

The Writer h 
the atte / ave done well by directing 
educati n Ion of the educationists and 

on refo t aspect of e rmer~ to a very irnportan 

in g. 

develo ducatwn, i. e. character 
all proPr;:ent. It is aptly proposed that 

g rnmes of education should 
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vibrate with an inspiring force to 
provide value-orientation to skills, 
temperament and personality so as to 
s treng then courage and wisdom, 
harmon y and unity, honesty and 
sincerity, perspicacity and efficiency, 
responsibility and accountability. Great 
values emphasised in the Constitution 
of India-Rights and Duties - should 
form the basic ground, and curriculum 
should be so designed as to concretely 
rela te these values to the pursuit of 
humanistic sl:lJdies, science, technology, 
art and craft. 

Education for character development 
is relevant not only at school level, but 
is also equa lly significant at higher 
levels. 

IV. Reiteration of Objectives of 
Education 

The three p e rennial objectives of 
education are: 

(i) Education should aim at encourag
ing every individual to know himself/ 
herself and to relate with the world as 
effectively and as harmoniously as 
possible; 

(ii) Education should transmit the 
cumulative results of the valuable 
cultural heritage to the g rowing 
generations so as to enable them to carry 
it forward and build the paths of a 
greater future; and 

(iii) Education should encourage a 
judicial acceleration of human progress. 

Other objectives relevent to our times 
are suggested as under: . 

-Integral Development OJPersonalztt;: 
Total educa tion for the total 
human personality not only by the 
latest trends of holistic thought but 
also to unite science with 

humanism. 
-Environment Care: Improvement in 

the quality of life can be possible 
by emphasising harmony between 
human beings and Nature. 

-Science A11d Tecfmologt;: The present 
civilisation being science-based, it 
is imperative to p r omote the 
importance of scientific know-
ledge and technology. . 

-Science And Values : Ed uca tiOn 
should provide a special emphasis 
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on relation between science and 
values. 

-International Understanding And 
Peace: Education for international 
unders tan din g and peace has 
come to be acknowledged as a 
very important aim of UNESCO. 
As such education should provide 
for understanding and respect for 
all peoples, their cultures, 
civilisations, values and ways of 
life. Educa tion implies commit
ment to the idea and practice of the 
One Human Family. 

- Infuse in the children the spirit of 
nationalism and secularism 

Under items V, VI, Vll, Vlll, IX, X and 
XI, the writer has included the Role of 
(i) the Teacher, (ii) the Students, (iii) the 
Parents, (iv) the Educational Adminis
trator, (v) Art in Education (vi) Physical 
Education, and (vii) National Spirit of 
Discipline. 

All the above mentioned items need 
special emphasis because of their 
significant role in moulding the 
character and p ersonality of the 
educand . 

XII. Contents of Education 

To enhance "Quality Education" which 
promotes excellence amongst students, 
both individually and collectively, the 
writer suggests the following aspects of 
contents of education. 

-Wlzat everyone needs to know: Every
one needs to know the mystery 
and excellence of the human body 
and how to harmonise demands of 
rationality, morality and aesthetic 
refinement. One also needs to 
learn to practice power of 
concentration and noble science 
and art of living. To be a good 
student or a teacher one needs to 
learn how to grow into higher and 
deeper reaches of psychic and 
spiritual being. 

-Vocational Education: Vocational 
education is considered an essen
tial part of character development. 
It develops personality through 
the acquisition of skills. Vocational 
education needs to be redesigned 
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to make it possible for every 
student to have at least two years' 
training sui table to a chosen 
vocation prior to any terminal 
point. It is also suggested that these 
courses should be developed right 
up to the p ost-graduate and 
research levels. 

-Holistic Vision: Study of subjects in 
isolation should be discouraged. A 
holistic view of knowledge has to 
be kept in view in formulating 
curricula and syllabi. 

-Need to Update and Prune Curricula: 
On account of explosion of 
knowledge and information it is 
essential to update the con tents of 
various subjects of study. Out
dated contents need pruning. It 
should be done through a national 
body of eminent experts in d if
ferent subjects. 

-Value Education: It is suggested that 
while framing curricula valu e 
education should receive utmost 
importance. A National Academy 
for Value Education need to be set 
up to concentrate on research, 
training and publishing teaching
learning material on subjects 
relating to value education. 

-Indian Culture: It is rightly recom
mended that national education 
should be able to project a true and 
inspiring account and message of 
Indian culture. It is to be given top 
priority to safeguard our children 
from blindly imitating foreign 
culture. But it requires adopting a 
rational attitude. We may reject 
alien influences with d iscretion. 
We have to assimilate, with right 
discrimination all that is good and 
beneficial for ourselves and the 
world. 

-Need to make Studies interesting and 
understandable: It is regretted that 
the books and learning material 
prescribed for studies are uninte
resting and beyond comprehen
sion of even the teachers. The 
entire system of textbook produc
tion needs a serious thinking. 
Capable and experienced experts 
should be engaged to meet this 
problem. Books should be simple, 



interesting, writ ten in easily 
comprehensible language, and 
with the local background. 

- Linguistic Competence: The writer 
points out that with our present 
language policy, our cultural 
identity cannot be retained. There
fore our curricula have to be so 
designed that our students should 
be able to appreciate original' 
resources of our culture by study
ing ancient languages like Sanskrit 
and Tamil, and medieval langu
ages like Persian and Arabic. 
This would mean stirring hornet's 
nest. I feel, the wise, old Three 
Language Formula is the best. 

Xlll Methods of Education 

- Need for Innovative Methods: I 
personally do not agree with the 
writer that methodology of educ
ation has not received much atten
tion since long. I as a teacher of 
methodology for a long period, 
know that many methods have 
been initiated by foreign educators 
and philosophers and also by some 
national leaders and scholars. But 
for unknown reasons even the 
best-tried methods like the Basic 
System of Education which were 
introduced with a great fanfare 
were discarded after some time. 
Now let the educationists sit again 
and suggest some new method
ologies. 

-Child-Centred Education: The 
education methods should be 
suited to the child's age, interests, 
and environmen t. They should 
allow the maximum involvement 
of the child and use T.V. and 
Audio-Visual Aids. 

Following elements are recommen~
ed for the innovative and dynanuc 
methods of education: . 
) Child's total involvement m the a 1 . process of eammg. 

Child should be treated with 
b) 

5 
rnpathy and understandin~. 

Y t emphasis should be latd 
c) A ~earning to leam, learning by 

on ea nd learning by doing, a 
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d) Self-study project work, group 
discussions, community work, 
library-oriented education, 
activities of adventure, manual 
labour, e tc. should be 
emphasised. 

-Need for New Learning Material: 
New Learning Material, appropri
ate to these dynamic methods of 
education will have to be 
prepared. 

XIV Counselling Services 

Our students need to be provided 
mature and wise counsel to help them 
in respect of their studies, development 
of their faculties, availability of opport
unities and various choices open to them 
for suitable vocations, professions and 
careers and information regarding 
possible placement. Parents also need 
guidance in meeting the problems of 
their children connected with freedom, 
discipline, adolescence, etc. Schools may 
employ qualified counsellors. Experts 
in various fields and employ.ment 
exchange officers may be invited to 
address and interact with the s tudents 
and teachers. 

XV Problems of Drug Addiction 
and AIDS 

The menace of the use of drugs among 
teenagers and youth needs a strong 
handling. Even the scourge of AIDS is 
spreading in the country.lt is therefore, 
necessary to adopt effective measures to 
create awareness among the students 
about the misery caused by them. 

XVI Examination System 

-Change in the present system of 
examination is strongly recom
mended, as it is regarded mindless 
memorisation. Some even suggest 
that examination system as such 
should be abolished because of 
its many shortcomings. But exper
ience has shown that examinations 
or tests cannot be done away with. 
They are very necessary because 
they serve many purposes .. What 
is needed is the change m the 

nature of tests, frequency of tests, 
purpose of tests and development 
of proper attitudes regarding tests 
among students and teachers. 
Tests should be for guidance of 
teachers and students. 

-Right Use ofTests: Main uses of tests 
are listed as (a) s timulation; (b) 
providing opportunities to the 
students to think clearly and to 
formulate ideas adequately; (c) 
achieving precision, exactness and 
mastery of details; (d) arriving at 
a global view of the subjects or 
works in question; (d) self
evaluation; and (f) gaining self 
confidence. 

If tests are woven into the 
learning process, the nature and 
frequency of the tests will depend 
upon the above-mentioned 
purposes. 

Continuous evaluation is 
recommended to make the tests 
more useful and to reduce the 
burden of examinations. 

-Tests for Character Development: If 
tests are necessary to evaluate 
academic progress and ability, 
these are equally essential to 
evaluate students in respect of 
essential qualities of character such 
as truthfulness, sincerity, cheerful
ness, benevolence, right judge
ment, courage, self-sacrifice, self
confidence, obedience, gratitude, 
respect, responsibility, cooper
ation, harmony, etc. In respect of 
physical education activities, 
along with physical fitness, 
children can be assessed in the 
development of valuable qualities 
of team spirit, sportsmanship and 
discipline. 

-Tests and Teachers: Of course 
teachers have to play a major rol~ 
in conducting these tests with a 
gre~t sense of . responsibility to 
achieve the des1red aims of these tests. 

-Entrance Tests: Recently introduced 
Entrance Tests for different 
courses are regarded as a neces
sary evil. They cause a huge 
financial burden on the parents 
and harassment to students practising· 
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because of their rapid succession 
within a short time and at different 
places (of the examining bodies). 
These have become necessary 
because the major examinations 
have come under disrepute and 
also because of unequal s tandard 
of tests and evaluation. 

-National Testing service: To meet 
these difficulties and to maintain 
a uniform standard, tests by the 
"National Testing Service" have 
been suggested for admission and 
placement in employment. These 
should be open to all who want to 
take the tests irrespective of 
whether they have a particular 
degree or not. 

XVII. Higher Education and Research 

Higher Education and Research have 
been considered as important as Prim
ary and Secondary educa tion. It is 
emphasised that higher education has a 
decisive place of its own. Without hig~1er 
education and that too, of a very high 

I 

quality we shall suffer from unem-
ployed graduates, incompetent te~chers 
and second or third rate professiOnals. 
To expand the frontiers of knowl_edg_e 
research can be nourished in our msti
tutions of higher education. As me~in
gful h igher education is very expensive, 
government should make adequate 
provision for the same. Private sector 
should be encouraged to promote an~ 
cater to higher education. However, It 
should not be allowed to be commerc
ialised by the private bodies. Re_far~s 
suggested for system of educatiOn m 
genera l are also meant for Higher 
Education. 

The 2nd Chapter "On National 
Agenda For Education" contains the 
highlights of the very significant items 
for consideration of the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development to br~g 
about the necessary improvements m 
the present system of education. Here 
again the message of the Agenda, to 
place the child and the youth at the 
centre stage, is stressed. Quoting 
the ins tructive parable of Gu_rudev 
Rabindranath Tagore of suffocating the 
parrot to death under the weight of 
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learning material in an attempt to train 
it, it is emphasised that the child has to 
be aided but not to be stuffed; given the 
atmosphere of fresh air but not 
imprisoned. The Agenda r ightly 
emphasises the goal of universalisation 
of elementary education and the 
importance of the girl child. 

The Agenda also proposed setting up 
of a National Commission for Education 
which could act as People's Commission 
and which could create and sustain a 
national system of education instead of 
a variety of State Systems of Education. 

The 3rd chapter dilates on 
"Objectives of Education and Promotion 
of Excellence". The w riter avers that 
pursuit of excellence depends upon 
three factors, namely (i) Cultivation of 
will among all to work within their own 
limitations and to surpass them: (ii) 
Progressive understanding of the 
principles underlying the process of self
exceeding; and (iii) Clearer perception 
of and commitment to the higher goals 
of individual and collective welfare. It 
is, indeed, a happy sign that we have 
awakened after a long slumber of 
indifference and educationists are being 
invited to provide the inputs of thoughts 
and guidelines in order to bring about 
much needed changes in the system of 
education. 

It is stated that Jaques De lor's Report 
(1996) submitted to UNESCO for the 
XXI Century "Learning, The Treasure 
Within", gives a refined analysis of 
learning to be. The report alludes to 
"Four Pillars of Education" namely, 
learning to know; learning to do; learn
ing to live together; and learning to be. 
These pillars elucidate a broad and en
compassing view oflearning that would 
go beyond any instrumental view of 
education; it emphasises "the develop
ment of the complete person", in short, 
learning to be. These pillars, if under
stood properly and implemented 
boldly, can promote excellence at all 
levels of education. 'To be' is to be excel
lent and perfect. Learning to learn 
requires power of concentration. It also 
implies learning to do, i.e. learning by 
practising. 'Learning to know' means 
acquiring knowledge or awareness of 
facts and their inter-relationship. It is 

connected with learning to venture. 
'Learning to live together' enables one 
to discover the spirit of mutuality and 
solidarity, i.e. team spirit. 'Leaming to 
do' aims at learning to produce and 
create through the development of skills 
and technology. 

In chapters 4-9 the author has given 
in detail what is to be stressed in respect 
of the objectives and problems and what 
is essential to be done in case of Primary 
Education,School Education,Education 
for Character Development, Higher 
Education, Higher Education in 
Humanities and Science, and Teacher 
Education. This is in a way reiteration 
of wha t is given in chapter 1. The 
recommendations made in this chapter 
call for special attention and deliber
ations by the National Commission, if 
appointed, to recast the plan of 
education to suit the present conditions. 

With regard to the contents of the 
chapter on "Education for Character 
Development" I may point out that the 
recommendations made are quite 
noteworthy and worth implementation. 
The writer has taken pains to draw the 
syllabus for different school and college 
classes to inculcate moral virtues among 
the educand and to make education 
value-oriented. 

I do not, however, agree with the 
writer recommending in these courses 
for s tudy the extracts from the holy 
scriptures of different religions. These 
sacred texts contain heterogeneous 
elements with conflicting ideologies. It 
is better and wiser to avoid controver
sies. Moreover some of them allude to 
superstitious causes of certain facts and 
phenomena in contradiction with what 
the students learn in science classes. In 
this era of scientific development we 
need to create in them scientific temper. 
Today in schools we explain to the 
students the phenomena by referring to 
the facts which are interlinked as cause 
and effect. For example, the creation of 
this world, with four kingdoms, namely 
inanimate, vegetable, animal, and 
human. These have come into existence 
as a result of the evolutionary process 
brought about by the fundamental laws 
of Nature. Our very existence depends 
upon them. So we have to develop 
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healthy relations with them by cultiv
ating the virtues of inter-relationship 
gratitude, service and respect for the 
righ ts of all these. 

We have also to remind ourselves of 
the duty laid down by our Constitution 
under Part IV A that every citizen of 
India has to develop Scientific Temper, 
Humanism and the Spirit of Enquiry so 
as to help in building a Socialist, 
Democratic and Secular Society. 

The feeling of unity is attempted by 
saying that all religions teach the same 
ethics and that God is one, but with 
different names. But it is disappointing 
to note that all exercises, common 
prayers, Sarv Dharm Sammellans, etc. 
have miserably failed to foster inter
religious harmony to bring National 
Integration. So Secularism is the only 
solution of the problems of national 
integration as well as to check com
munal conflicts. Secularism does not 
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mean lack of religious attitude. It is 
defined as equal respect for all faiths and 
cultivation of religious tolerance and 
harmony. 

A secular institution is required to be 
committed to humanistic ethics and 
humanistic religion. I know some 
secular institutions where moral 
education consists in developing among 
students feelings of gratitude, respect, 
affection and serviceableness to parents, 
brothers and sis ters, community, 
country, mankind, the innocent animals 
and birds, flora and fauna and natural 
objects ofbeauty in the world. Songs and 
prayers in these schools aim at the 
cultivation of sweetness and under
standing in all relationships. These are 
free from any theology whatsoever. 
Hence these can be adopted by the 
followers of all faiths. The prayer is to 
evoke and strengthen our better self. The 
prayer songs are dedicated to refining 

our relations with all the four Kingdoms. 
I conclude that Value Education for 

Secular Society should consist of cultiv
ating in children Scientific Temper and 
humanistic values, both at person-to
person level and at ins titutional level. 

Appendix emphasises the need of 
encouraging the teaching of Sanskrit as 
recommended by the National Level 
Committee. I feel that we should not 
recommend the inclusion of Sanskrit in 
the Curriculum as a compulsory subject. 
But we can make an effort to 
recommend it as a useful language for 
the study of our rich heritage. 

AMARNATH 
Former Principal, 

Dev Samaj College of Education For 
Women, 

Ferozepur City. 

The Cartesian Mind: Reflections on Language 
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DESCARTES' NEW MIND 
Genuine inquiries seem to have dis
appeared from the academic philos
ophical scene. The space is almost 
occupied by dogmatic preaching under 
the thick cloud of obscurantism . A 
genuine attem?t a~ a ~ruitful, tho~gh 
controversial, mqUiry 1s as refreshing 
as a good shower after a prolonged 
drought. The Cartesian Mind: Reflections 
n Language and Music by Prof. 
~·rmalangshu Mukherj ee is an 1 

}oration first and reflection later. In 
exp 1 fr h . 
h . ense it is an extreme y re es mg t ISs I 

no raph. Moreover, any thorough 
~0 

irg into the nature and function of 
mqu Y is intrinsica lly a s elf
Iangua~e The Indian thinkers of the 
expl~ration~ had rightly realised the 
classical er f language study. 
importance 

0 
h studY of language 

Consequently, t e ._,;ficance in the 
a test sic,•..... . 

assumed the gre dition. We fmd 
11 ctual tra . h . cient inte e . the vieW m 1s 

an · pressmg . "In the 
Bhartrhan ex Vakyapadrya. 

• • 
world this [grammar] is the first rung of 
the ladder towards moksa: 

Yathiirthnjiitayah sarvah sabdakrtini
bandhaniih I 
Ta thaivn loke vidyiinam esa vidyii 
pariiyanam/1 

151 Il l I 
Or, 

It (grammar) is the straight Royal 
Road for those desirous of (reach
ing) the goal: 

Idamiidyam padasthiin am siddhi
sopanaparvanam/ 
Jyam sa moksamananamjihma riija
paddhatih// 

161111 I 

It is quite true that the discussion on lan
guage in the West has taken a self-ex
plora tory tum only after Chomsky. Ear
lier though grammar used to be an es
senHal component of academic learning 
in the Greeko-Roman tradition, it was 
greatly motivated by the pedagogic in-

pp. 129 + vii, Price: Rs. 200 

terest - how to teach the silver tongue 
(the lCU:guage of the colonisers) to the 
barba:tans (the colonised). In this re
gard, tf one finds the study of language 
as a means to explore the self (atrnan == 
at + vana, literally meaning that which 
moves, or grows and which is not an 
enti~ imprisoned in a body but an ever
growmg enterprise), then it is a welcome 
exercise even if the inspiration comes 
from th~ West in the form of Chomsky. 

Commg back to The Cartesian Mind 
the book is divided into four chapters: 
mostly for the sake of convenience. 
Otherwise it is quite apparent that there 
is a continuous attempt to reach towards 
the concluding remarks, which are at the 
very beginning stated: "Various things 
mentioned above, seem to fall in plac~ 
at once. The computational system, 
under further abstraction, extends to 
? ther d~m~ins of discrete infinity, The 
~erfection of this (general) computa-
tional system leads to its 'biological 
isolation' and, hence, to the Cartesian 

Magnum opus, 
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