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INTRODUCTION

I, the Chairman of the Estimates Committee, having been autho-
rised by the Committee, present this Sixty-Sixth Report of the Esti-
mates Committee on the action taken by Government on the recom-
mendations contained in the Fifth Report of the Estimates Com-
mittee (Fourth Lok Sabha) on the Ministry of Education—(i)
Indian Museum, Calcutta and (ii) Victoria Memorial Hall Museum,
Calcutta. .. .

The Fifth Report of the Estimates Committee was presented to
the Lok Sabha on the 5th July, 1967. Government furnished their
replies indicating the action taken on the recommendations contained
in the Report on the 21st December, 1967, 27th December, 1967 and
6th February, 1968. Further information was called for in respect
of six recommendations which was furnished by the Ministry on the
19th October, 1968.

The draft Report was adopted by the Committee on the 24th
December, 1968.

The Report has been divided into the following chapters: —
I. Report

IT. Recommendations that have been accepted by Government

III. Recommendations which the Committee do not desire to
pursue in view of the Government’s reply. )

An analysis of the action taken by Government on the recommen-
dations contained in the Fifth Report (Fourth Lok Sabha) of the
Estimates Committee is given in Appendix III. It would be obser-
ved therefrom that out of 38 recommendations made in the Report,
30 recommendations i.e. 79 per cent have been accepted by the Gov-
ernment and the Committee do not desire to pursue 8 recommenda-
tions i.e. 21 per cent in view of Government’s replies.

NEw DeLur; P. VENKATASUBBATAH,
l_?th January, 1969 Chairman,
18th Pausa, 1890 (Saka) Estimates Committee.

(vii) ™ v



CHAPTER 1
REPORT

The Estimates Committee are glad to observe that the recom-
mendations contained in their Fifth Report (Fourth Lok Sabha) on
the Ministry of Education— (i) Indian Museum, Calcutta and (ii)
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum Calcutta; have been replied to by
the Government in time and generally. to the Committee’s satis-
faction. .



CHAPTER 11

RECOMMENDATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY
GOVERNMENT

Recommendation (Serial No. 2) Para 9

(i) In view of the important role that the Indian Museum has
to play for promoting cultural and educational interests of its users,
the Committee feel that the Board of Trustees should have a larger
representation of educationists, historians, museologists and social
scientists. The Committee recommend that the Board should be
suitably reconstituted if necessary by amending the Indian Museum
Act.

(i) The Committee further suggest that the feasibility of ac-
cepting donations from the public for the purpose of enriching the
collections of the Museum may be explored. The responsibility also
lies on the non-official members of the Board to attract private mone-
tary and/or art donations froin philanthropists, art connoisseurs and
private donors.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

(i) Noted. The views of the Committee have been noted and
will be borne in mind when it is decided to amend the Indian
Museum Act.

(ii) The suggestion of the Committee has been noted.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December 19617.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 4) Para No. 11

The Committee feel that from the point of view of efficient ad-
ministration and also for the proper development of the Indian
Museum, all the departments, units and galleries should be under
the same administration. The Government also seem to have realis-
ed this when they decided to transfer Art, Archaeology and Anthro-
pology Galleries to the Museum but they retained the Geological,
Zoological and Botanical Galleries under the respective Surveys.
The Committee feel that this piece-meal integration and dual control
has hampered the proper development of the Indian Museum result-
tng in lack of coordination. The Committee would urge that early
steps be taken to remedy the situation.

2
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ReprLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. Government have already decided in principle that all
the departments, units and galleries should be under the same ad-
ministration and as a first step in this direction have decided to inte-
grate Archaeological and Anthropological Galleries. The integration
of the remaining galleries with the Museum will be effected gradual-
ly. ‘

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 5) Para No. 12

Committee do not feel satisfied with the explanation given
by the Ministry that the relevant staff could not be transferred as
they were doing other work also in addition to looking to the galler-
ies transferred. The Committee feel that the Government should
have transferred a portion of the staff when a big load of their
work was transferred to the Indian Museum. They also feel that
employment of a large number of staff on daily wage basis is more
expensive and not very conducive to the efficient working of the
Museum. In order to see that the Museum may initiate develop-
ment programmes on a planned basis the Committee suggest that
after thoroughly examining the staff requirements of the Museum,
Government should take immediate steps to meet the demands of the
Museum either by transferring some staff from the surveys or by
Tecruiting new staff.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

The recommendation has been noted and the Board of Trustees
have appointed a Sub-Committee to examine the staff requirements
of the Museum and to submit a report thereon to the Board. Govern-
ment is also taking steps to have the staff requirements of the
Museum assessed by Staff Inspection Unit of the Ministry of Finance.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI(5) dated the 27th
December 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 6) Para 13

The Committee attach great importance to the development of
the Anthropological Gallery ‘both on its ethnological and physical
sides. They are unhappy to observe that in the Anth'ropolégi(-al
Galleries. the ethnological exhibits predominate and thqt no e’féC-
tive steps have been taken by the Government for the transference
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of the original exhibits from the Anthropological Survey to the In-
dian Museum. The Committee think the Gallery as it is in the
Indian Museum has no justification of being called Anthropological.
The Committee are also unhappy that the Indian Museum does not
have any pre-historic human fossils even though it is oldest Museum
in the country. The Committee would urge that efforts should be
made to develop the physical anthropology unit in the Indian Mu-
seum and for that endeavour should also be made to acquire the
original fossils of pre-historic human beings and other relevant
objects or at least their replicas for display in the Indian Museum.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

“Noted. Steps have already been taken to set up a Gallery for
physical anthropology. The accomplishment of this work, however,
depend on the availability of funds.

[(Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No, 7) Para No. 14

(¢#) The Committee think that a Museum like the Indian Museum
cannot serve its purpose without an adequate number of properly
trained Guide Lecturers. The Committee suggest that the need of
the Indian Museum, so far as Guide Lecturers are concerned, may
be gone into by the Ministry of Education at an early date and, neces-
sary number of properly trained Guide Lecturers be provided.

(ii) As the Museum has to cater to all types of visitors with a
preponderence of semi-literate or illiterate visitors, the Committee
suggest that there should be a reorientation in the outlook of the Guide
Lecturers so that they could educate even the uninformed about the
richness of country’s hoary past as enshrined in the galleries of
the Museum. It should be the responsibility of the Guide Lecturers
to explain things to the uneducated in a language that can be under-
stood by ‘a layman. As for the literate or educated wvisitors, the
guidance should be on a higher plane so that they could react aes-
thetically and intelligently upon the subjects that they see.

REpLY oF GOVERNMENT
(i) The recommendation of the Committee hés been noted. This

question will also be considered by the Sub- Committee appointed by
the Board as well as by the S.I.U.



(ii) The method suggested is being followed in the Museum by
the Guide Lecturers, :

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 8) ‘Para No. 15

The Committee cannot over-emphasise the importance of proper
maintenance of the Museum building which is more than one hund-
red and fifty years old. The building should be adequately protect-
ed against leakage and dampness so that the costly materials housed
in the building are not affected. The Committee suggest that the
Central Public Works Department may carry out a technical survey
about the condition of the Museum building so that a phased pro-
gramme for repairs and renovation could be drawn up in the light of
the findings. The Committee hope that Government will ensure
that the essential and inescapable repairs works are not held up,
due to lack of funds, as this may lead to damage of the valuable
exhibits in the Museum.

REpPLY OF (GOVERNMENT

The recommendation of the Committee has been noted and the
Board of Trustees of the Museum has been asked to approach the
CP.W.D. for carrying out a technical survey about the condition
of the Museum building.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 9) Para No. 16°

The Committee realise the difficulties experienced by the Indian
Museum due to lack of adequate accommodation. The Committée
feel that some other suitable accommodation should have been re-
quisitioned by the Civil Defence Organisation. The Committee would
urge that the portion of the building occupied by the Civil Defence
Organisation should be released and handed over to the Museum
for its own use as early as-possible.

The Committee would also urge the vacation of the portions of
the building which are occupied by different surveys at an earl
date. Ewven this may not be adequate for proper arrangements an\g
display of the exhibits. So the Committee suggest that the Gow:

ernment may make a proper study of the question of accommoda-
tion for the Museum, '
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RepLy oF GOVERNMENT

Noted. The Board of Trustees has already taken up the matter
with the Government of West Bengal. The Board have also ap-
proached the Anthropological and Zoological Surveys of India to
vacate the space occupied by them in the main Museum building.
Efforts will be made at higher levels, if necessary; To get the space
vacated by the Civil Defence Organisation from Anthropological and
Zoologieal Surveys of India.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 10) Para No. 17

The Committee need hardly stress the desirability of conducting
stock-taking of the antiquities regularly so as to avoid loss or pil-
ferage of rare exhibits. They also feel that security arrangements
should be tightened to avoid thefts etc.

REpLY oF GOVERNMENT

The recommendation has been noted. Proper recording and
photographing of objects is in progress and steps are also. being taken
to tighten security arrangements.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI(5) dated the 2Tth
December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 11) Para No. 18

The Committee regret to note that no acquisition were made by
the Indian Museum during the year 1961-62. The Committee need
hardly emphasise that the acquisition of art objects is one of the
major functions of a Museum and unless this function is performed
properly and adequately, the development of the Museum is likely
to be retarded. The Committee hope that the Indian Museum will
pay due attention in this direction in future. The Committee also
suggest that the Indian Museum should strive to establish exchange
relations with other museums in the country as well aqs abroad.

REpPLY oF GOVERNMENT

The recommendation has been noted and efforts will be made to
allocate larger funds for acquisition of art objects within the avail-
able funds.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67 CAI(5) dated the 2Tth
December, 1967.7
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F'URTHER INFORMATION CALLED FOR BY THE COMMITTEE

Please indicate the allocation of funds for acquisition of art ob-
jects during 1967-68 and 1968-69.

[LSS O.M. No. 5|6(2) |EC.II|67 dated the 26th August, 1968.]

"REPLY OF (GOVERNMENT

BE. 1967-68 BE. 1967-68 BE. 1968-69

Purchage of art Rs. 10,000 Rs. 10,000 Rs. 60,000
objects

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-36|68-CAI (5) dated the 19th
October, 1968.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 13) Para No. 21

(1) The Committee are glad to note the steps taken by the Indian
Museum for the improvement of labelling and method of display.
The Committee need hardly stress that continuous efforts should ‘be
made to effect further improvements in this direction. In the mat-
ter of presentation, however, the Committee would like to suggest
the use of simple but effective media of display, and wuse of indigen-
ous and less costly materials.

(it) The Committee also suggest that the working of the Present-
ation Unit of the Indian Museum vis-a-vis its staff strength should
be gone into with a view to see whether the staff strength is ade-
quate to handle the work smoothly and efficiently.

"REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

(i & ii) The work of labelling and re-arrangement for improved
display is in progress. The requirements of the staff in the presen-
tation Unit of the Museum as also in the other Units of the Museum
will be considered by the Sub-Committee of the Board and by S.I.U.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24|67-CAI(5) dated the 27th
December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 14) Para No. 22

In view of the fact that the Indian Museum is the oldest Museum
in the country with an extensive collection of objects like bronzes,
manuscripts, coins, textiles, paintings, etc. which require preserva-
tion and chemical treatment, the Committee feel that the scheme of
setting up a full-fledged Chemical Section in the Musewm should
have 'been processed with a sense of urgency. The Committee note
that although the Chemical Unit has started functioning since May,
1966, it is still poorky equipped in regard to both equigments and
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staff. The Committee need hardly stress that the Conservation
-Laboratory of the Indian Museum should be fully equipped and fully
staffed as early as possible so that it can look after the varied and
enormous collections of the Museum as also of the Victoria Memo-
rial Hall Museum properly. The Committee also suggest that efforts

should be made to get aid from UNESCO or any other international
agency in this regard.

They further suggest that the Conservation Laboratory of the
Indian Museum should also render assistance to the other important
museums in Calcutta, e.g., Victoria Memorial Hall Museum, Asiatic
Society, Austosh Museum etc.

<
L

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

The recommendation has been noted and a scheme has been

drawn up on the basis of the report of Shri T. R. Gairola of the
National Museum, New Delhi. The Scheme is under consideration
of the Board at present.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24|67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December, 1967.]

FURTHER INFORMATION CALLED FOR BY THF. COMMITTEE

Please intimate the decision taken by the Board on the scheme

drawn up on the basis of the report of Shri-T. R. Gairola of the
National Museum, New Delhi. :

[LSS O.M. No. 5/6(2)|EC.II|67 dated the 26th August 1968.]

REPLY OoF GOVERNMENT

The Board of Trustees, Indian Museum, Calcutta at its meeting
held on the 4th January 1968 has passed the following resolution:—

“Resolved that the scheme be approved and forwarded to the
Ministry with the request for funds”. '

As it is not possible to enhance substantially the development ex-
penditure of the Government of India on Non-Plan schemes, the
above scheme has been included in this Ministry’s Fourth Five Year
Plan proposals which are at present under consideration of the Plan-

ning Commission. The amount being sought is Rs. 2 lakhs, during
the coming plan period.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-36|68-CAI (5) dated 19th Oc-
tober, 1968.]



| 9 g m— 5
Recommendation (Serial No. 15) Para No. 23

The Committee need hardly stress that “Every Museum must
develop an appropriate programme for education of the community
it serves”. They are glad to note the educational programme started
by the Indian Museum in this regard. They, however, feel that edu-
cational programmes should ‘be further intensified and strengthened.
The Committee think there is considerable scope for holding features,
exhibitions, symposia and seminars in collaboration with the univer-
sittes and museums in the eastern region.

ReEPLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. Efforts are being made to intensify and strengthen the
educational programmes started in the Museum.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24|67-CAI (5) dated the 27th
December, 1967]. ‘

Recommendation (Serial No. 16) Para No. 24

The Committee are glad to note that there is liaison with the
Calcutta University and with other educational institutions at
Calcutta in regard to the facilities for research and education in the
Indian Museum. They, however, feel that it would be desirable to
draw a coordinated programme for research in consultation with the
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum and the Asutosh Museum of the
Calcutta University. Efforts should continue to be made to establish

Tegular contacts with other universities situated in the Eastern
Zone.

RerLY OF GOVERNMENT

The recommendation has been noted for implementation as far as
practicable.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F.11-24|67-CAI (5), Dated the 27th
December, 1967]. =

Recommendation (Serial No. 17) Para No. 25

The Committee feel that the modelling Department of the Indian
Museum can go a long way in establishing better contacts between
the Indian Museum on the one hand and colleges and schools on the
other, as many educational institutions would like to have these casts
and moulds which have great educative value. Furthermore, this
Department can help in augmenting the revenues of the Indian
Museum by sale of plaster casts, wax-moulds, etc. The Committee
therefore suggest that the Ministry of Education may review the
needs for staff vis-a-vis the workload of the Department.
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REéLY or GOVERNMENT .

. The -recommendation has been noted: - fl"hex needs-for staff by the
-Modelling Department - will- also be considered by‘ the Sub-Com-
mittee of the Board appointed for the -purpose-and”the SIU. - -

[Miriistry of Education O.M, No. F.11-24/67-CAI(5), Dated the 27th
' December, 1967]. Lt stmesmsy et fovs
Recommendation (Seria] ‘No.18) Para No. 28 -

The Committee commend the steps taken'to publicise the activities
of the Bndian Museum through press releases, _radip broadcasts, docu-
‘mentaries, radio talks, etc.,‘ They also note that Indian Museum has
taken part in exhibitions of cultural interest in India ‘and abroad.
The Committee need hardly point out that it is mainly through the
publications like news-leiters. bulletins, monographs, biblicgraphies,
inexpensive prints, etc. that the Museum could be better known to
a large public not only within the country but also outside its limits,
The Committee would urge that a phased programme of bringing out
essential publications by ‘Indian  Museum as well as other - Central
Government Museums should be drawn up and strictly adhered-to.

In view of the extensive publications‘ and publicity’ activities
undertaken by the Museum, the Committee suggest that tl;é queéstion
of strengthening the Publicity Publication Unit in the Indian Museum
may be considered. The Committee also recommend that concerted
efforts should be made to promote the sales of the publications brought
out by the Indian Museum in India as well as. abroad. The Com-
mittee would also like to stress that the Publication Unit should, as
Jar as possible, be self-supporting and, if mecessary, special grants
should be made to make it purposeful. ‘

~ ReEpLY OF GOVERNMENT

 The views of the Committee have been noted. The work of bring-
Ng out publications by the Museum is continued on the basis of a
phased brogramme as approved by the Board. All possible efforts
are being made to promote sale of publications and its gradual
‘nerease. Efforts are also being made to allocate more funds for
P.Ubh,cation Programme within the available funds. )

[MITLISCT‘U Of Education OM NO. F11~24‘67-CAI(5), Dated thev 27th
December, 1967 o

Recommendatijon (Serial No. 20) Para No. 29

le?~Co7)zv7zittee feel that proper day to day record of the number
of wvisitors to ‘the Indian Museum should be kept by the Museum.
They also feel that there should be q uniform practice for admission

-
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of wisitors to all the Central Government Museums. In this connec-
iton the Committee note that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum
charges an admission fee of 25 paise for adults and 12 paise for child-
ren below the age of 7 years all working days -except Friday when
double fee is charged. The Committee suggest that the feasibility
of introducing a similar scale of admission in the Indian Museum and
"zll other musewms may be considered by Government.

The Committee also desire that a complaint or suggestion book
should ‘be kept ai the Museum 1where the wvisitors could - register
flieir views and impressions about the Museum.

RerLy oF GGOVERNMENT |

. .The recommendation of the Committee has been noted and will
0¢ considered in the case of museums functioning as autonomous
Godies in consultation with the variouis Boards and Trustees - or
Management concerned. BoLEe

[Ministry’ of Education O.M. No. F.11-24'67-CAI (5), Dated the 27th
~ December, 1967]. 4

Recommendation (Serial No. '21) Para No. 31

The Committee find that there is a wide gap between the budgetary
J?"OPOSGIS submitted by the Indian Musewm and the amounts sanc-
’?"“"ed by the Central Government during the last.so many years.
“?lthough the Comm’'ttee realise that the amounts have to be sanc-
tioned by the Central Government subject to the over-all financial
resources, they feel that every care should be taken by Government
0 see that the essential items of work are not held up due to paucity
f funds. The Committee would like to stress that the Sadian
Museum, apart from being the oldest, it the biggest multipurpose
Tiuseum in the country with vast and varied collection of materials.
"are manuscripts and records. The Committee feel that this Museum
-deserves to be properly developed so that it can take its rightful place
“s the National Museum for the Eastern Zone. In the opinion of the
Committee there should not be much disparities in financial aid from
the Central Government between this Museum and the Nat%onaz
Museum_at New Delhi. -

ReEpLY oF GOVERNMENT

i The recommendation has been noted. As regards the disparity
;I; the allocation of funds between this Museum and the National
“fuseum at New Delhi, attention is invited to Government’s reply
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to the recommendation of the Estimates Committee at Serial No. 4:
under the National Museum, New Delhi.

[Ministry of Education O.M, No. F. 11-24i67-CAI (5), Dated the 27in
December, 1967].

Recommendation (Serial No. 22) Para No. 32

The Committee realise that the question of providing funds in the-
Fourth Five Year Plan so far as the Indian Museum is concerned, has
to be considered in a wider perspective, i.e. provision of funds for the
development of other Museums and the over-all finances available.
However, the Committee are unhappy to note that adequate attein-

“tion has not been paid towards the development of those Museums in
the country which can claim the status of National Museums in their
respective regions. The Committee feel that for allocating funds to
the various Museums, there should be a system of priorities qnd
funds should be provided to those sections first which can be made
self-supporting and can augment the revenues of the Museums. In
the opinion of the Committee the Modelling, Photography and the
Publication Units could be suitably developed so that they could bring
in revenues by the sale of their products. Next in order of priority
comes the Chemical Unit which is so essential for conservation and
preservation of invaluable and rare objects.

The Committee suggest that the question of provision of funds for
the developmental works of the Museums should be gone into in all
its aspects by Government in consultation with the Planning Com-
mission and an order of priorities laid down for the development
programmes to be undertaken by the Museums in future.

RepLY OF GOVERNMENT

The views of the Committee have been noted. In this connection
attention is invited to Government’s reply to the recommendation of
the Estimates Committee at Serial No. 4 under National Museum.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11.24/67-CAI (5) dated the
27th December 1967].

FURTHER INFORMATION CALLED FOR BY THE ‘COMMITTEE

Please intimate the reactions of the Government to the recom-
mendations regarding examination of development works of the
Museums in all its aspects in consultation with the Planning Com-
mission and for laying down the order of priorities.

[L. S. O. M. No 5|6(2) |E. CII|67 dated the 26th August 1968].
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REPLY OF (OVERNMENT

For the development and reorganisation of the Central Museums
namely National Museum, National Gallery of Modern Art, Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library, Salar Jung Museum, Indian Museum
and Victoria Memorial Hall during the Fourth Five Year Plan start-
ing from 1969-70, a sum of Rs. 369.5 lakhs will be required as per de-
‘tailed schemes already sent to the Planning Commission. The schemes
for each Museum are arranged in the order of inter se priority indi-
cated against each scheme,

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-36/68-CAI(5) dated the
19th October, 1968.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 23) Para No. 33

The Committee are distressed to mote that during the last five
years, -the Indian Museum has not incurred any expenditure under
the heads Acquisition, Preservation, Publications and Research and
even the expenditure incurred on Presentation during 1965-66 has
-been rather insignificant. The Committee are particularly unhappy
‘that the bulk of the expenditure is being incurred on Administration.
The Committees cannot too strongly emphasise the need for the bal-
anced development of the Museum under different heads like Acquisi-
tion, Preservation, Presentation, etc.

REeprLY oFr GOVERNMENT

.The recommendation of the Committee has been noted and efforts
will be made to allocate larger funds to the Indian Museum for ac-
quisition, preservation, publication and research.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI(5) daied the
27th December, 1967].

Recommendation (Serial No. 24) (vi) Para No. 38 (vi)

The Committee attach importance to the preservation of valugble
manuscripts which are kept in Asiatic Society. Arrangements should
therefore ‘be made to utilise the services of the UNESCO Unit, Cql-
cutta, for micro-filming and preservation of the documents that are in,
the custody of the Society. The conservation work of the Society also
Tequires closer attention, and arrangements may be made in consulta-
tHon with the Indian Museum, Calcutta end the Asiatic Society for
Tenavating such of the manuscripts as stand in need of restoration.
There should be close collaboration between the Indian Musénm, Cal-
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cutta and the Asiatic Society on the technical, professional and acade-
mic level. The Committee hope that the Asiatic Society on its part
will take energetic steps to prepare a comprehensive catalogue of all
the manuscripts and-other articles which it has in its possession.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. The Agencies mentioned will be requested to render such
assistance as is feasible.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI (3) dated 23.1.1968]

Recommendation (Serial No. 25) Para No. 42 -

The Committee noted that the Preamble to the Victoria Memo-
_rial Act, 1903 (as amended by Act 58 of 1960) makes no mention
about the objectives of the Museum. The general public associates.
the Museum with the name of Queen Victoria whose memory it
perpetuates but it has no vivid idea about the collections or the
functions of the Museum. The Committee hope that an early op-
portunity would be taken -to define its basic objectives by a Gov-
ernment Resolution so that the Museum may be developed as '«
Modern Historical-Museum - of the country. The Committee also
suggest that the .activities of the Museum should be widely publi-
cised. ; :

RerLy OF GOVERNMENT
Government have noted the recommendation of the Committee.

[Ministry of Educition O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI(5) dated /i
21st December, 1967].

Recommendation (Serial No. 26) Para No. 43

The Committee regret that even after 19 years of independence
the Vietoria Memorial Hall Museum is still continuing to present
only one side of the shield, namely. the British side an@ almlg,st ‘n'o-
thing substantial has been done to exhibit the other side i.e. tne
Indian side. In cultural, religious, political, journalistic and liter-
ary fields, eminent- Indians have played a significant role from the
days of the East India Company. The Committee feel that - th.e
Gquernment should immediately take steps to. make the Vict'm'@
Memorial Hall Museum a well-balanced institution containing €7~
hibits relating to modern Indian history. In this connection. the
Committee also.-suggest ‘that.the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum
should endeavour to callect the - manuscripts dnd other exhibits
connected with. the politieal and  cultuial renaigsance ~movement
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with particular reference to the regions in the Eastern Zone. The
Agrarian movement against the Indigo planters of Bengal and
Bihar, which might be called a turning point in the political move-
ment in India, should have received some attention.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT -

 Government have noted the recommendation. Manuscripts and
other exhibits connected with the cultural renaissance. and - the
freedom movement etc. will be added as available.

- [Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI(5) dated tie
21st December, 1967]. : -

Recommendation (Serial No. 28) Para No. 45

The Committee are unhappy to note that the Victoria Memo-
rial Hall which is expected to be developed as a Museum of Modern
History has not during the recent years acquired any exhibit of his-
torical value so as to give the collections a diversity and richness
that the Museum deserves. They also feel that the amount placed
at the disposal of the Museum for the acquisition of exhibits is
rather meagre. The Committee hope that Government would see
to it that the development of the Museum is not retarded either due
to lack of funds or initiative and eagerness to enrich the collections

in different directions namely, historical, social, political and cul-
tural.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. A ‘National Leaders’ gallery has recently been set up in
the Museum and portraits of important leaders of the country who
have taken part in the awakening of India in the 19th century and
its struggle for political emancipation have been and are being dis-
played there. There is no lack of eagerness or initiative to enrich
the collections of the Museum within the available resources. Per-
sonalia of the great leaders of this country having historical impor-
tance are difficult to acquire and the question of funds alone is not
involved. Action is however being taken to explore the possibili-
ties for acquiring documents relating to the struggle for indepen-
dence on permanent loan to Victoria Memorial Hall,

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI(5) dated the
91st December, 1967].

L ‘Recommendation (Serial No. 29) Para No. 46
‘.,,,qjhg Committee regret to note that mo criterig have been';la'i;l
down.in regard. to the selection of portraits of National leaders. far

-
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display in the Gallery of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. The
Committee are also distressed that the Central Government has not
deemed it necessary to give any directives to the authorities of the
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum in regard to the selection of por-
tariats of India’s nmational leaders. The Committee would suggest
that Government may immediately constitute a Selection Committee
consisting of eminent historians, public men (including Members of
Parliament), representatives of the Central and State Governments,
with a view to draw up a list of national leaders whose portraits
could find a place in the Gallery of the Victoria Memorial Hall
Museum. The Selection Committee may. also select the artists who
should execute the work.

-

i REPLY OF GOVERNMENT )

Government accept the recommendation and will suggest to the
Board of Trustees of the Hall to set up a Selection Committee for
the purpose. It may, however, be stated that portraits of natio'nal
leaders who have contributed to the social and political emancipa-
tion of India are being taken up one after another and are being
painted by the most eminent portrait painters available. These
portraits are being displayed in the Victoria Memorial Hall after
taking into consideration the limited space available for their display.

[Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI (5), dated the 21st
Deceinber, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 30) Para No. 47

The Committee cannot over-emphasise the necessity of p'repa-nng
standardised Stock Register so that stock taking cou?d. be ghoze
methodically to awvoid possible pilferage or loss of emhzbtts.. 1 ig
would urge that adequate assistance be provided to the Museun
this regard. .-

RepLY OF GOVERNMENT

Government have noted the recommendation.

[Ministry of Education. O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI (5), dated the 21st
December, 1967.] ~

Recommendation (Serial No. 31) Para No. 48

(i) The Committee desive that immediate steps should be,:taokzz
to effect improvements in the method of display in the Vi ¢/
Memorial Hall Museum and for this purpose the Governmen
Museum may seek the advice of some of the eminent muse iy
in the country. The Committee also feel that old labels om
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erxhibits should ‘be replaced by printed labels containing additional
information as early as possible.

‘REPLY OF GOVERNMENT
(i) Government have noted the recommendation.

[Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI (5), dated the 21st
.December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 32) Para No. 49

While the Committee ‘Tealise that for day-to-day conservation
work there is a need for having a small conservation cell in the Vic-
toria Memorial Hall Museum, they feel that for major conservation
works, the Museum should utilise the facilities available at the
Indian Museum, Calcutta. In fact, the Conservation Department of
‘the Indian Museum should be able to render expert advice to the
conservation staff of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum and also
train them in conservation techniques.

The Committee are unhappy to learn that valuable manuscripts
of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum are fading due to lack of
croper conservation. The Committee would urge that immediate
steps should ‘be taken to renovate such manuscripts so that they may
not be permanently lost to the Museum. The Committee would
like to stress that though photostat copies are necessary, these cannot
be expected to substitute to originals and as such, efforts should
continue to be made for conservation of the original manuscripts.

RepLY OoF (GOVERNMENT

Government generally accept the recommendations of the Com-
mittee and will bear it in mind while considering the'question of
strengthening the Chemical Laboratory at the Indian Museum, Cal-
cutta, as a Zonal Laboratory for the North East Region. The Vic-
toria Memorial Hall has documents that have faded or are fading.
For the convenience of scholars and for preservation of the text for
posterity all the documents of this Museum have been microfilmed
and photostat copies have been prepared. Ultra-violet readers are
kept in the Museum with the assistance of which the faded docu-
ments can be read. To stop further fading and deterioration of the
.documents, proposals to replace the existing glass panes of the doors
in the Document Gallery by ultra-violet proof glass are under con-
sideration.

[ Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F. 12-8/671-CAI (5), dated the 21st
"~ December, 1867.] _
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- Recommendation (Sérial No. 33) Para No. 50,

The Committee commend the educational programmes under-
taken by the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. They hope that these
programmes will be further intensified and strengthened.

RerPLY OF GOVERNMENT

"~ Government are glad to note the appreciation remarks made by

the Committee about the education programmes undertaken by

the Museum. Steps would be taken to further intensify and streng-

then these programmes.

[Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI (5), dated the 21st
December, 1967.] : ) . . i .

Recommendation (Serial No. 34) Para No. 51

The Committee feel that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum
“with its varied collections relating to the British period of Indian
history is capable of being and should be developed for purposes of
Tesearch in modern Indian history. The .Committee suggest that a
comprehensive programme for research may be drawn up in con-
junction with the University of Calcutta and other Universities. In
order to provide facilities for research, the Victoria Memorial Hall
Museum Library should ‘be enlarged so ds to include comprehensive
collections on modern Indian history. The Museum should have a
qualified Librarian to cater to the needs of the research scholars.
More reading space should be provided for the research scholars
visiting the Museum for purposes of study. '

-

. The Committee note that the Victoria Memorial Hall M?ls_fif‘m
has not organised any exhibition since 1957. Even the exhibition
that was held in that year was one sided in as wmuch as only the
British side of the 1857 uprising wds shown. The Committee suggest
that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum should be helped to acquire
and exhibit some pictures, books, documents etc. showing the "I"d";";
side of the 1857 rising. The Committee would further urgé ;h'att tfa
Government should provide adequate facilities o th? .1cv o !d
Memorial Hall Museum for organising exhibitions on modern m?
contemporary history at regular intervals. ‘

‘ N  RepLy OF GOVERNMENT

. Government have noted the recommendation of the C‘?mmltt?c'
The following steps have already been "f;aken_"__by' the Victoria Mer?é'
rial Hall Museum in this behalf:— = o -

., (a) In order to establish contact with the Universities Of. C?I:;‘Ha
snd Jadavpur, the heads of the departments.of Hl.Sw:rY:m R yese

T3 L
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Universities were invited to deliver lectures at the Victoria Mem»-
rial Hall on topics connected with historical documents in this
mitseum.’ The second and the fourth lectures in the series oflec-
tures held in the V.M. Hall in the summer of 1367 were delivered
respectively by Prof. N. K. Sinha of Calcutta University and Prof.
P. C. Gupta of Jadavpur University. They have been requested to
mention to intending research workers the resources in this museum
and to suggest that they work on materials available in the Victoria
Memorial Hall. Steps have been taken to appoint a Research Fellow
for training under the Curator who is a specialist in the British
period of Indian History. Steps are being taken to provide neces-
sary funds for the purchase of Library Books and equipment and

also for additional staff for strengthenmg the activities of the Lﬁ:-
rary. . :

Photographic reproduction of paintings of the Rani of Jhansi and
Babu Kunwar Singh of Bihar, two heroes of the Rising of 1857, have
beén acquired and.exhibited. A photostat copy of a letter written
by the Rani of Jhansi to the Peshwa for aid has been obtained from
the original in the Naﬁonal Archives and exhibited.

Government will consider giving add1t1ona1 grants to the Victoria

Memorial Hall authorities for organising special exhibitions in the
Museum.

[Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F12-8/67-CAI(5) dated the 21st
December, 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 35) Para No. 52

The Committee are unhappy to note that the Victoria Memorial
Hall Museum has not brought out any publications for many years.
The Committee cannot over-emphaszse the importance of bringing
out an illustrated guide book and a catalogue for the use of the
visitors as well as research scholars. The Committee hope that Gou-

ernment would see. to it that these publications are brought out
without delay.

The Committee cannot appreciate the argument of the Victoria
Memorial Hall Museum authorities that they could not publish the
picture post cards for want of funds; rather the Committee feel that
these picture post cards could have ‘brought in some additional reve-
nues. The Committee suggest that Victoria Memorial Hall Museum

should bring out multi-coloured picture post cards which have great
attraction for the tourists.
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RepPLY oF GOVERNMENT

Noted. The Museum has recently brought out an - illustrated
Guide Book and is taking steps to bring out picture post cards, pam-
phlets and other publications. , . .

[Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F12-8/67-CAI(5) dated the 21st
December, 1967.] . ‘ i

Recommendation (Serial No. 36) Para No. 53

The Committee note with regret that during these five years, the
number of visitors has remained more or less stationary in spite of
large expansion of education and increase in number of literate
people. The Committee can come to only one conclusion that the
authorities have not made any serious effort to attract visitors and
to popularise the Museum.

The Committee suggest that concerted drive should be made to
publicise the activities and importance of the Victoria Memorial Hall
Museum so as to attract more visitors to this important historical
Museum. The Comumittee also suggest that a complaint or sug-
gestion took should be kept at the Museum where the visitors could
register their views and impressions about the Museum. The Com-
snittee feel that special lectures and symposia by eminen_tlpe?'sons
organised in the Museum may be utilised for popularising  the
Musewm and attracting more visitors.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. The activities and importance of the ViCtoria_Me.momal
are being publicized in newspapers. A folder giving a br}ef .1dea.1 of
the contents of the Memorial has been printed for free dls‘mbut.mn'
The illustrated guide book published recently by the Museum brmgs
out the value and importance of the exhibits in the Musetunh.il.is
heightens the interest of the public, special lectures based o S¥1°>" -
in this Museum were organised and will be held at re.g‘.11 ar 11;1 IZais.'
A complaint and suggestion book has been kept for visitors to reg
ter their views and suggestions about the Museum.

[Ministry of Education, O.M. No. F12-8/67-CAI(5) dated the 21st
December, 1967.]



CHAPTER III f

RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH THE COMMITTEE DO NOT
DESIRE TO PURSUE IN VIEW OF GOVERNMENTS
REPLY

Recommendation (Serial No. 1) Para No. 8

The Committee note that the Indian Museum Act, 1910 (as
amended by Act 45 of 1960) make no mention about the objectives
of the Museum. The Committee hope that an early opportunity
would be taken to define the basic objectives of the Indian Musewmn
by a Government Resolution so that the Museum could be develop-
ed on proper lines. The Committee also feel that it is time that the
Indian Museum is given the “formal status” of a National Museum
and all consequential steps taken in this direction.

RePLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. The Indian Museum, Calcutta, already, in effect, enjoys
the status of a National Museum for the Eastern region of the
country and is already being developed as such.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-36/67-CAI (5), dated 2Tth
December, 1967.]

FURTHER INFORMATION CALLED FOR BY THE COMMITTEE

Please state if any steps have been taken to give .the “formai
status” of a National Museum to the Indian Museum, Calcutta.

[LSS O.M. No. 5/6(2)/E.C.II/67, dated the 26th August 1968.]
RePLY OF GOVERNMENT

The formal status of the Indian Museum is already enshrined in
the Constitution. It is included in List I of the Seventh Schedule
in terms of which it has been declared an institution of national Im-
portance. In keeping with this, the Indian Museum is being deve-
doped as a ‘national’ Museum. Because of this position it has not
been considered necessary to take any further steps in this behalf.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-36/68-CAI (5), dated the 19tk
October, 1968.] '

21



Recommendation (Serial No. 3) Para No. 10,

Having realised that the Comimittee set up by the Board of Trus-
tees especially the Committee of Management and Finance Commit-
tee have very important functions to perform, the Estimates Com-
mittée ‘suggest that the constitution of theseé two Commiitfees should
be maore. bhrodd-based so ‘ds t6-include représentatives from the 7ve-
maining Departments of the Museum in the Committee of Manage-
ment and the Director of the Museum in the Finance Committee.

. RepLY oF GOVERNMENT
Noted. -

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F, 11-24/67-CAI (5), dated: the -2Tch
. December 1967]. : " e LR

FURTHER INFORMATION CALLED FOR BY THE COMMITTEE

Please state the specific action taken in the direction of making
*he constitution of Committee of (i) Management and (ii) Finance
more broad-based.

[LSS O.M. No. 5/6(2) /E.CII/67, dated the 26th August 1968.]

"ReEpLY OF GOVERNMENT

The Committee of Management of Indian Museum Calcutt.a al-
ready has representative of all the departments functioning In the
Museum as indicated below and therefore the question of further

broad-basing it as suggested by the Estimates Committee does not
arise:—

1. The Director, Indian Museum—Representing’ Art, Archaeo-
logy and Anthropology Galleries.

2. The Director General, Geological Survey of India-=Re-
presenting Geological Galleries.

3. The Director, Botanical Survey of India—Representing
Industrial section Galleries.

4. The Director, Zoological Survey of India—Representing
Zoological Galleries, ' ;

As regards the question of broad-basing to Finance Committee so
as to include the Director of the Museum in this Committee, the
nosition is that the Director is permanent invitee to attend the meet-
-:Tngs of the Finance Committee. In view of this position the Bo‘ard of
Trustees of the Indian Museum who have constituted the Finance
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Committee do not consider it nécessary to appoint the Dlrector as
a-member of this Committee. .. = - .

'[Mzmstfy ‘of Education O.M. No, F 11 36/68 CAI (5) dated the 19th
ot October 1968] o

Recommendation (Serial No. 12) Para No. 19

’ The Committee are distressed to note that as many as 10 of the
rave and invaluable manuscripts in the Indian Museum have’ been
badly damaged and are beyond recovery due to lack of proper con-
servation. The Committee suggest that a proper enquiry should
be.made to fix: the responsibility for this damage and loss. The Com-
mittee also note that 44 manuscripts need urgent attention for con-
servation in addition to 41 manuscripts which have also been com-
serped. They feel that Govt. have failed to make necessary provi-
sion for the preservation of rare and valuable manuscripts. They
need hardly stress that immediate attention should be paid for pro-
per conservation of all these manuscripts so that they are not lost
10 posterm; for ever.

The Committee suggest that arrangements may be made to obtain

from indigenous sources useful preservatwn materml like cellulose
acetate foil tissue paper, etc.

_ ‘They also suggest that Government may provide adequate facili-
ties to the Indian Museum for microfilming of rare manuscripts.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

. The recommendation has been noted. The correct position is that
the manuscript collection lying with the Archaeological Survey for
2 long time was transferred to the Indian Museum in Septembei:
1965. 10 of these. which had been acquired by the Archaeological
Survey in 1924, were found to be in a badly damaged condition.
These manuscripts are presently under lamination in the Nationai

Archives of India and under treatment in the Presentation Unit of
the Museum.

‘A scheme has been’ drawn up on the report of Shri T. R. Gairola.
Assistant Director, National Museum, for developing the Conserva-
tion Labnratory of the Indian Museum The scheme is currently
\mder conslderatlon of the Board,

[Mmmtqy of Educatwn O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5), dated the 27th
December, 1967.]
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Recommendation (Serial No. 19) Para No. 29

The Committee recommend that adequate facilities should be
developed in the Library of the Indian Museum to meet growing
needs of students and research workers. They feel that the Library
should be properly staffed and should be in the charge of a trained
Librarian.

The Committee also suggest that a phased programme for the
development of the Library may be drawn up and implemented.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

. The recommendation has been noted. Its implementation will
depend on availability of more funds.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-24/67-CAI (5), dated tne 2Tth
December 1967.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 24) Para No. 38.

The Committee are unhappy that a society like the Asiatic,
Society, which has been a pioneer institution in the field of scienti-
fic and humanistic studies in this country for more than a century
and half and has fostered the first museum in India has not received
sufficient and legitimate encouragement from Government.

In view of the fact, that the Seciety is running at a deficit and
~ has no sources of income other than the income from the rent that
it receives, the Committee felt that the Government should render
adequate financial assistance to it by way of maintenanme grant.
The very fact that the Society has been compelled to let out a por-
tion of its building on rent goes to show that it stands in dire need
of financial assistance. The Ministry of Education which has theq
primary responsibility for fostering the growth of the museum and
of learned societies in this country should take more active interest
in fostering the activities of the Society.

ReEpPLY OF GOVERNMENT

It will not be correct to say that the Government of India has
not given sufficient encouragement to the Asiatic Society. The
Ministry has taken a very active interest in helping the Society for
carrying on their activities. The Society has been given grants-in-
aid from the Government of India since Independence (i.e., 1946-47)
totalling Rs. 16,77,650/-. A chart is attached giving the break-up of
the grants given. (Appendix I). The Government of India was giv-
ing Rs. 20,000/- as maintenance grant to the Society every year untfy
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1964-65. The Government of India also gave Rs. 11,00,000|- for
the construction of the building of the Asiatic Society. The last
instalment of this grant was given in 1964-65. By giving a sub-
stantial amount for the construction of their building, the Gov-
ernment of India enabled the Society to earn a considerable amount
(Rs. 1,20,402/-) from letting out the building and the rent which they
were receiving was far more than the maintenance grant which they
were getting from the Government of India. In reality the position
is that instead of stopping the maintenance grant to the Society, the
Government of India has increased the annual income of the Soceity
by giving them a parmanent source of income. Due to paucity of
funds it is not possible for Government to give any firm commitment.
However, individual cases will be judged on merits.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI (3), dated the 23rd
January, 1968.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 24) Para No. 38 (ii)

The Committee regret to learn that the Union Government have
withdrawn its representative on the Council of the Society to save
Rs. 6,000/- per annum to be spent for sending an official from Delhi.
The Committee feel that the Government could have nominated as
their representutive some Central Government Officer posted at
Calcutta or even some eminent non-official of Calcutta. The Com-

mittee would like to stress that Government should take more active
interest in this matter.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. In view of the fact that Central Government had given
‘the Society substantial grant it was hoped that the Society would
be able to manage its affairs without Central representation on the
Council. When the decision of withdrawal of representation was

communicated to the Society, the Society did not object to the with-
drawal. R & <

If the Society requests the Government for nominating one or

two Central representatives on its Council, the Government shall
surely consider the matter: S

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI (3), dated the 23rd
January. 1968.] ’

Recommendation (Serial No. 24) Para No. 38(iii)

. The Committee do not find any justification for giving a build-
ing qrant of Rs. 11 lakhs to the Society if the Government have not
2982 (Aii) LS—3
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appreciated the utility of this body and its proper functioning. . The
Committee think that the Government before making that building

grant, should have ensured the proper functioning of the Society
and of proper utilisation of its collections.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

It is a fact that the Asiatic Society, Calcutta has done pioneering
work and is unique. For this reason the Society’s request for a
building grant after having been very carefully scrutinized was
met to the extent of Rs. 11 lakhs. Government felt that as a result
of this grant and the subsequent rental income which would fall the
Society would be able to become completely viable.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI (3), dated the 23rd
© January, 1968.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 24) Para No. 38(iv)

The Committee further feel that it is mot quite proper for the
Government to ask a learned Society like the Asiatic Society to main-
tain itself or to allow its valuable and rare collections to go waste
and deteriorate. The Committee would like to impress that the
collections in the Society are the precious property of the nation and
the Government should have taken active interest in the maintenance
and proper utilisation of the collected materials.

RePLY OF GOVERNMENT

The fact that Government gave as much as Rs. 16,77,650/-to
this Society itself proves that the Government was concerned with
the safety and well being of the collections belonging to Society. The
Society has sent a scheme with regard to the preservation of books
.and manuscripts. This is under examination though due to paucity

of funds it may not be possible for Government to meet the costs
involved.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI(3) dated the 23rd
January, 1968.] '
COMMENTS OF THE <COMMITTEE
The Committee desire that the Government should try to giwve
every possible assistance to the Asiatic Society to implement its
scheme with regard to the preservation of books and manuscripts.

Kecommendation (Serial No. 24) Para No. 38(V)

The Committee are unhappy about the low pay scales of the staff
and recommend that the Government should look into the matter
and will help the Asiatic Society to take effectiwe steps to improve
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the pay-scul.eé and service conditions of all categories of staff emp-
loyed therein. \

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

The Society is a registered body with its own Council. No pro-
posal regarding pay scales, etc., has been received from the Society.
It is nevertheless felt that it would not be desirable for Government
to interferc in the manner in which the Society manages its affairs

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI (3), dated the 23rd
January, 1968.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 24) Para No. 38(vii)

The Committee are not happy about the present organisational
and administrative set up of the Society and would suggest that an
early review may be made in this direction. They would also urge
that in view of its importance as a learned Society, the Government
should have a more direct and active role to play in its organisation
and administration. :

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

The recommendations of the Committee are largely for the
Society itself to implement. Regarding Government’s role in the

organisation and administration of the Society, attention is drawn
to the reply given under 38 (ii).

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 32-5/67-CAI (3) dated the 23rd
January, 1968]

Recommendation (Serial No. 27) Para No. 44

The Committee regret that even after 19 years of independence no
steps have been taken to re-organise the Board of Trustees, which,
as at present constituted, is not likely to inspire much confidence
and give a lead in the all-round development of the Museum. The
Committee hope that immediate steps will be taken to Teorganise the
Board of T7‘us?ee S0 as to make it a suitable organ for running a
learnec? body'm which the representatives of Museum Association
O'f India, Indian Museum, Calcutta, the Ashutosh Museum of Cal-
cutta University, the Central gnd the State Government interested

ie. h 7 .
ééit?{ : ‘;Easbtem “one) may be included. If necessary, the rele-
d ¢t may be suitably amended to meet this purpose

REpLY oF GOVERNMENT

. '{;heA'I»I'UStZeS are appoin'ted In accordance with the Constitution
of the Act and any change in this regard will require amendment to
the Acl of Parliament. endm
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It is not a fact that the Trustees of the Victoria Memorial Hall
have not changed during the last 19 years. The Trustees are ap-
pointed in their personal capacity, persons who have some standing
and can look after Government property to the best of their ability.
When available Government nominate an expert but the Board of
Trustees are always free to appoint Committees comprising of ex-
perts and art connoisseurs to advise on mechanical matters.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI (5), dated the 21st
December, 19617.]

Recommendation (Serial No. 31) Para No. 48

- (ii) The Committee would suggest that Government may
explore the feasibility of keeping in the Victoria Memorial Hall
“Museum or any other suitable place the status of the British and
other foreign dignitaries which have been removed from public
places all over the country.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

The Government of India have, in pursuance of a policy decision
announced by the late Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru ip
Parliament on the 13th May, 1957 (Appendix II), to the effect that
the Statues removed/to be removed from various places will be kept
in historical museums addressed all the State Governments request-
ing them to find some open space, preferably around the museums
in their respective States for keeping these Statues. The matter has
again been reconsidered by the Government of India in the light of
above recommendation of the Estimates Committee. It has been
decided by the Government of India that in view of inadequate
space it is not feasible to keep any more Statues of the British and
other foreign dignitaries in the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum,
Calcutta. It is for the State Governments, who have already been
addressed in the matter, to put these Statues removed or to be re-
moved from within their area in a historic museum or at any other
place in the State.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 12-5/67-CAI (S), dated the 17th
- June, 1968.]

' Recommendation (Serial No. 37) Para No. 54

The Committee are unhappy to note that the expenditure_being
incurred by the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum on acquisition and
preservation of art objects, purchase of books and equipment etc. is
negligible as compared to the expenditure being incurred on staff.
They are all the more unhappy to note that nothing has ‘been pTo-
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vided for research work.and more. amount is spent for the mainte--
nance of the garden than the Museum proper.. The. Committee feel:
that expenditure on the maintenance of the garden should not be a
charge on the Museum but it should be met out of a separate grant
to be given to the Museum for the purpose. It should, however, be
ensured that the garden is not neglected and is properly maintained.
The Committee would like the Ministry of Education to go carefully
into the budget of the Museum so as to ensure that the amount are
spent properly and in keeping with the needs of the Museum before
sanctioning the grants. ) )

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT

Noted. Steps have been taken to expand the Museum with the
object of maintaining the continuity of history and to project it into
the 20th Century. Accordingly portraits of national leaders have
been prepared and other exhibits have been acquired. It may be
pointed out that some of these exhibits have been received as free
gifts from time to time without incurring any expenditure on the
acquisition of those objects. '

The garden expenditure is met out of the funds of the Trustees.
It may be pointed out that the Govt. of India, Ministry of Educa-
tion sanctions only a maintenance grant which covers the expendi-
ture on the establishment including dearness allowance to the-'staff
ar?d a small portion of grant for the development schemes of the
Victoria Memorial Hall, Steps are taken to ensure that the grants
from the Central Government are properly spent for the purpose
for which these are sanctioned. These grants are being sanctioned

after keeping in view the needs and capacity of the Victoria Memo-
rial Hall. : : “

Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI (5) dated the 21st
December, 1967.] "

Recommendatiox_a (Serial No. 38) Para No. 55

whiq;};zewi(;":::::; dm‘e constrained to note that a large amount,
or for the adornme o Hie purchase of objects of interest or art

’ "t or completion of the Victoria Memorial Hall
Museum, ha:s been allowed tq accumulate in the Endowment Fund
now held with the State Banl of India, London. They are unhappy
that no steps have been taken by the Government to }l;/ave t;z‘e fu;zd:s-
transferred to India for being spent for the development of the
Museum. The Committee would stress the need for thi early trans-
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fer of the funds from London so that they could be utilised for the
betterment of the Museum.

REPLY OF GOVERNMENT
Noted. The legal implications are under examination.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 12-8/67-CAI(5) dated the 2lst
- December, 1967.]

FURTHER INFORMATION CALLED FOR BY THE COMMITTEE

Please intimate the final action taken in the direction of early
transfer of the funds from Lomdon.

[.LSS O.M. No. 5/6(2)/E.CI1/67, dated the 26th August, 1968.]
REPLY OF (GOVERNMENT

The Solicitor to the Central Government at Calcutta was re-
quested to give his views as to whether the corpus of the Fund or
even the accumulated income can under the laws governing Trusts
in England be transferred to India. His view is that the Trustees
of the Victoria Memorial Hall have no power to transfer the Funds
to India without order of Court. After consulting the Solicitor to
the Central Government the members of the Executive Committee
of the Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, resolved in February 1968
that the Governor of West Bengal be first appointed the Trustee
of Curzon Fund. For this purpose action has been taken to file
a petition before the Calcutta High Court. The question of loca-
tion of the Fund could then be decided by the Governor as the sole
Trustee of the Fund.

[Ministry of Education O.M. No. F. 11-36/67-CAI (5) dated the 19th
October, 1968.] .

New DELHI; P. VENKATASUBBAIAH,
8th January, 1969 , Chairq_nan,

————— e~

18th Pausa, 1890 (Saka) Estimates Committee.



APPENDIX I
(vide reply to recommendation No. 24 in Chapter III)

Statement Showing the Grant-in-Aid paid to the Asiatic Society, Calcutta for the various objects since 1946-47 upto 1966-67

Towards Towards Towards Towards Towards Towards Towards

Year cataloguing  mainte- preser- building survey of  publica- purchase Total
etc. of nance vation of  construc- manuscripts tion of micro-
Arabic & manuscripts  tion libraries films unit
persian & books in Nepal
manuscripts
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. “Rs.
1946-47 ' 5,000 20,000 .. .. .. - .. 25,000
1947-48 . 5,000 20,000 o .. . o ' . 25,000
1948-49 ; 5,0C0 20,000 1 .. .. .. .. 25,000
1949-50 : 5,000 18,000 7,300 .. .. 10,000 A% 40,300
1950-51 ; 5,000 10,000 7,000 .. s 10,000 .. 32,000
1951-52 5,000 10,000 ° .. .. . 10,000 .. 25,000
1952-53 : 5,000 20,000 o o 15 10,000 - 35,000

I953-54 : 5,000 ,20,000 5 - r o 5 s 25,000

1€
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Rs. Rs. - Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
1954-55 5,000 . 20,000 25,000
1955-56 35,000 \ 20,c00 12,000 37,000
1956-57 <,000 20,000 25,000
1957-58 5,000 20,000 25,000
1958-59 3,000 20,000 25,000
1959-60 5,000 40,000 5,00,000 5,45,G00
1060-61 5,000 40,000 5,000 4,00,000 4,50,000
1661-62 3,500 20,000 6,250 49,750
20,000

1962-63 2,500 20,000 22,500
1963-64 \ 40,000 2,00,000 2,40,000
1964-65 f
———'I_-O?AL 81,000 4,19,100 19,3C0 11,00,000 12,000 40,000 6,250 16,77,650

[43



APPENDIX II
[Vzde reply to recommendaticn No. 31(ii) in Chapter IIL]

EXTRACT FROM PRIME MINISTER’'S STATEMENT MADE IN PARLIAMENT
oN THE 13tH MAy 1957.

“There are various kinds of statues; some may be considered his-
torical, some may be considered artistic and some may be considered,
well, rather offensive in themselves, and of various types. Our
general attitude has been, first of all, to remove such as might be
considered offensive, and that too gradually without making too
much fuss and without doing anything to raise illwill between coun-
tries. We have removed some of those statues and we propose

tuo continue doing that. There are those which have been histori-
" cally significant without causing offence, we shall also remove them
and put them in historic museums. There are those that are not
important - historically. or artistically. I do not know what we
will do with.them. If somebody else wants them, we will make a
present of them. In particular, regarding such statues .as may be
considered in a sense offensive to our national sentiment we have
- taken them up and we do propose to take them up but, We wish to do
.all this in a manner so as not to create mternatmnal 111W111 and raise
up all question which are dead and gone.”

* * * * %

“I may mention to this House that these are not all statues.
There are numerous paintings, some of high artistic value. Some
time we have exchanged them for valuable articles of .Indian Art.
So, we proceed in this way to benefit ourselves, as far as possible.”

33



APPENDIX III

Analysis of the action taken by Gouwernment on the recoemmendations

contained in the 5th Report of the Estimates Committee

(Fourth Lok Sabha)
1. Total Number of recommendations

2. Recommendations that have been acbepted by
Government (Vide recommendations No. 2, 4. §, 6, 7>
8’ 9, Io) II’ 13’ 14" IS! 16, 17’ 18’ 20’ 21’ 22’ 231 25’
26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 35, 36)
Number

Percentage to total

3. Recommendations which the Committee do not
desire to pursue in view of Government’s reply
(vide recommendation Nos. 1, 3, 12, 19, 24, 27; 37
and 38)

Number
Percentage to total

34
GMGIPND—LSI—2982 (aii) LS—3-2-19609.

38

30
79%

219%,
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Sl Name of Agent Agency SL Name of Agent Agency
No. : No. No. ) No.
DELHI—cond. 30. People’s Publ%shhing
ouse, Rani Jhansi
21. SatNarain& Sons, 3141 Road, New Delhi 76
Mohd. Ali Bazar, Mori
Gate, Delhi. . : 3 31. The Un%"%?,f’qk en-
22. AunaRam& Sons, Ka- i 3 o
shmere Gate, Delhi-6 9 #:;kept’gul:jah" Gan)., §3
23. J. M. Jaina & Brothers,
Mori Gate, Delhi. . 12 32. Hind Book }?ou;)e;lf.\iz’
24. Thech;unlg:wnAg‘cln- Junpath, New . .
cy,23/90, Connaught
: 33. Bookwell, 4, Sant Naran-
Place, New Delhi . 15 kari Colony, Kings- . .
25. TheEnglish Book Store, way Camp, Delhi-g: 96
Z:-ii-" NConnaught
cus, New Delhi. 20 MANIPUR
26. LabkAShmcl:iB:JOk Sﬁ)re,a ’
unicip arket, Shri N. Chaoba Singh,
Janpath, New Dethi 23 3 hé‘e:{, P’,‘,”{""ﬁi’?}f;
27. Bahree Brothers, 188 A'nngx $ m
: Iai]g:iitrni M,arket: bk 1 '
Delhi-6. . 3 27
28. Jayana Book Depot,
‘Chapparwals Kuan, AGENTS IN FOREIGN
Karol Bagh, New COUNTRIES
Delhi, . . . 66
blish-
39. Ozxford Book & Statio- 3 T'l:;ei:cresgﬁ:m: -
nery Company, Scin- The High Commis-
dn:l ghl;l%\lue, x(Exon- sion of India, Indllll
ace, New House Aldwych,
Delhi-t .o 68 LONDON, W.C.-2

33792 ']\10’ &1
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