


.<\RTIOLE No. 8. 

By L. BoonaNov. 

On the 23rd of Pisces A.H. 1304 (= 12th March, 1925)1 a 
la w introducing the metric system in Afghanistan was promul­
gated by the Afghan Governmen t. The first suggestion of the 
advisability of such a step happened to be made 2 early in 1923, 
and after the necessary preliminary elucida tions on the subject 
were obtained 3 by the Afghan authorities concerned, the new 
law was proclaimed without any further delay. 

The law in question was published in the form of a small 
quarto booklet of six pages in the series of Jaw-books (Niefim• 
niima) published by the Afghan Government since the beginning 
of the p resent reign a nd comprises, beside the article of the 
Jaw itself, a brief exordium on the importance of weights and 
mea.sures in the economical life of a p eople, -showing at the 
a.me t imo tbe difficulties enta iled by t ho great va riety of uni ts 

of weights and measures in use in the different parts of the 
oountrv . 

The system, as it is introduced by the above law, i . a t run • 
cated one, taking into account only 1 on gt h s, we i g ht s and 
coin s: no mention is made of the mea ure either of surfaces, 
liquids, solids or temperature, in spite of the latter being one 
of the e entials on which the metric system i based. An 
acl!ua.intance with the fundamental princi ples underlying the 
metric system is taken for granted and no explanation whatever 
is given with regard either to the deriva tion of the units or to 
their inner correlation which a re the factors forming the back­
bone and the spirit of the ystem. Why, in the ciroum taoc , 

1 Since t he beginning of the present reign tho official Afghan cnlondar 
hRS been a solar one, t he year beginning at the vernal equinox , t hat is to 
sav. on or about the 21st of March. The months of the year are the 
zodiacal months derived from t he corresponding igns of t he Zodiac : 
BamaL ("Aries" ) 30 days ; 'l.'hawr (" Tnu_rus " ) 3l d.; Jawza (" Ge~ni ") 
:i2d.· aratan ("Cancer" ) 31d.; Asad(" Lion") 3lcl.; Sunbula (" Virgo", 
lit .', an enr of corn") 31d.; Miiiin ("Libra") 3ld. , Aqrab (" corpio "J' 
29d . Qcnus (" Sagittarius" ) 30d.; Jady ("Capricorn") 29d . ; Dalv 
("Aquarius") 30d., and l;I iit ("Pisces" ) 30 days. That era is reokoned 
fro~ the Flight of the Prophet (A.D. 622, 16th July) like the luna r one 
used in Afghanistan nowadays only in connection with religious 
obli~tiooa. • 

2 By prof . . A. Foucher, Chief of the French Archaeological 
Mission to Afghanist an. 

3 From t he F rench Govomment thrnugh the medium of the mern. 
bors of the French Educational Mission to fgbnnistan. 
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preference was given to French measures instead of adopting 
any other European measures and weights or any of the weights 
and measures already in use in some parts of the country itself, 
-remains an open question. Furthermore, a ll the countries 
who have, up to the present day, adopted the metric system for 
dail y use have accepted th~ system as a whole, as a system, 
and have very becomingly preserved the La.tin particles deci- , 
centi-, milli-, for the fractionals and th e Greek particles deca-. 
hecto-, kilo-, et.c, for the multiples of the units. The case of 
Afghanistan, where the two classic languages are unknown and 
their very existence hardly suspected, is a unique one. A quite 
appropriate solution was found in substituting fo r the Latin 
parts of the words Persian fmctionals and for the Greek 
particles "Pasbtii words of the same meaning. 

The la w itself consists of four Sections (/aiffl) containing in 
all fifteen articles. The first three Sections deal with the names 
and values of the new measures, weights and coin respectively, 
whilst Section IV (art. 5-15) is devoted to the legal side pro ­
per of the question, i.e. to the manner in which the new unit.s 
a re gradually to be sub t ituted for the old ones actually in use. 

The old measure of length is the gaz 1 which is of thre 
kind : 

gaz-i shah (" the King's gaz ") 2 equal to I ,0666 m.8 wh ich 
is divided into 4 chiirak ("quarters") or 16 girih (li t . " joint" or 
"knot." _roug_hly taken to be equal to " t hree finger-breadth s ") 
each ginh bemg again divided in to 4 bar 4 ("part"); 

------------------------
1 Or ;~r• (lit., "cubi t") which is t he official (Arabic) name of that 

mes.sure. The "'.ot·d gaz altogether superseded by the Ara bic term ha 
beco~e obsolete m Pet'Si~, but is sti ll used colloquially in Afghani tan . 

- Useu by drape , ho n-merchants etc 
3 Tb ' · · . i <;9rrespondences f the Afghan measures and weights with the 

~rtl!r(~hva ~es a r~(uoted from ~i s ii b by A.H. Ar j man d , a manual 

130; A.: . (~~iG/271:.~}Y t he Afghan Ministry of Publ ic Instruction in 

J\lan~e.~
0
;~ !h? :ex\?f ~16 law _( In troduction, p. l) a nd the abov -quo ted 

h _r, t m~ 1c Y Ar J in an d (pp. :I , LU and olsewhero) h!lv · 
g_ot t O sp~lhng bar_. us nbove. \V o 11 as t o n 's English-Persian Di •· 
nonaryA, w en _spe,,l<mg abou~ U10 Persia.n measures of length gives how-
uv r, ( ppcndix p 438 · see I [> I · 11 · ' • 

21 ., , • · • "so . 11 o t t Higher Persian Gramm!lr, P· .,, w,10 probably me el \" J ' 
divisions of ti r Y repents • o last on) as one of the sub• 
inch," nod f~:t1°~ -;;" bahar, length_of one joint of the thumb, or about I¼ 
8 ellin baha . 18 

- .
2 bahar=: I !Tirah (!), or about 2¼ inches." Th 

• p\"O l• gst r with the 1n tercalaLion o[ nn unnecessary vo-wel between th 
•' u consonant points • ti I <l ' p · \\'Ord balir « art . ,. •0 1 0 inn p ronunciat ion of the rs,an 
11 in the mi~dl ' portion. In the colloquinl K iibuJi-Persian the sou~d 
pronunciation e o[ a. word has, however, a tendency to disappear. m 
vowel 8 th ' r oducmg a compensatory lengtheniug of the precedmg 

t • 0 _at t le word ba/ir in Kiibuli-Persinn would 8 0 u n d biir, though 
no neceasnrdy bemg sp lt · th h II' could howev b . e_ m nt way; tbe appearance of sue a spe mg 

1 • er, e explamad by the frequent colloquia l use of the word , 
w le at the correct spelling _was little by litt le relegated to oblivio?. 
On the other hand, that confol!IO'!,. i O w r i t i O g of the words tial1r and b«r 
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gaz-i -mi'miir (" the gaz of tbe builder"), the use of which is 
implied by its very name, is .divided into 3 fut (English " foot") 
or 36 inch (English " inch") 1 and is a li t tle le in length 
(0,915 m.) than the preceding; 

gaz-i jarib (" the gaz for measuring land") ha no su bdivi­
sions, the latter being not needed as its use is restricted to the 
purpose expressed by its name. The gaz-i jarib is the shortest 
of the three measuring only 0,736 m. and is considered to be 
th e I e g a I g a z , that is to say the one recognized as such by 
the I slamic law. It is therefore also called gaz-i shar'i .2 

Certain ex pre ·sions, rather than actual measures, which 
con vey tu.i a pproxima te idea of length are still in use whenever 
no special prec ision is required. Such are: muy (" a hair­
breadth"); nakhun (" a nail-breadth " ); angU8ht (" a finger­
breadth " ) ; bili,$t, biilisht 8 or vajab (" a span"); dast (" a hand­
breadth ")4 ; gira' (' · a cubit"); gam (" a step " ) ; gulach (" a 
fathom "),-all of them derived either from the memb ers of t he 
human bodv or some peculiar potoition of t he same. 

Au Afghan road-me1ts ure is the km·f1.h equal to 4000 gaz-i 
jarib or 2769 gaz.i shah approximately, that is about 2944 

. metres, or nea rl y three kilometre · 
The uni t of the land-measures is the jarib a square each 

side of which i equal to 60 gaz-i jarib, thus represen ting a 
surface of 3600 square gaz-i jarib. Its subdivi ions are bisva of 
which a jarib conta ins t w e nt y , fur ther subdi vided in 20 bisvasa 
each. R oughl? spea king, one bisvasa is equal to 5 ,055 squa re 
metres ; one bisva to 101 square metres, and one jarib to 2022 
square metres or a bout half an Englis h acre. 

No mea.sures ~f ca paci ty or liquids exist in Afghani tan , 
every thing of t he kaud being measured by weight . 

The old weights a re : 
kharvar ("an as -load" ) equal to 559 kgs.,6 which is divided 

c,u1 bo t mcod us fo r back as t he Snsani nn per iod : t ho words bahr a nd bar 
orQ _pr tty often confused in wri t ing in P ah lnvi Mss. ; s for it Ba r t h o-
1 o m ac ' Znm sasanid isoh n R cht, Part I , p. 4 1, footnote I. 

As rogards the exac t, length of that m easure and its rela tion to the 
girili , ,v o I I n s t on (and, for t ha t sake, a lso P h i 11 o t t, I. e.) makes 
certainly a mistake, t he /icir being just t he ha lf in length of wha t he gives 
for his bahar. 

I T his gaz is merely t he English yard bor rowed from India. The 
E nglish yard , \ tn lcr the name ui.ir , is also _used fo1· men uring cloth 
(especially by the Afghan Cus toms when n1lSessmg du ty). 

2 Ot her va riants of the gaz of less curren t use are : gaz-i jillllh (" t he 
weaver's gaz " ) and ga.i-i khayy i.i! (" the tailor's gaz" ). 

s cf. Ind. " v i ta st i " . 
~ cf. t he Eoglish "hand " with reference to horses' height . 
5 In K abul. tp er cities and districts h ave under the same names 

other weight-values used only within their special area. The name m ust 
not be token too literally Tho word means "a donkey's load " (khanviir 
< khar-bar=bi.ir-, khar) 11.Ud was probably loosely used nt ite origin in that 
general s nae. Luter on, when i t beoruno a menaure of weigh t , it migh t 
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into 10 1nann or 80 ser, the latter containing 4 charak or 16 paw 
(whether English " pound ," or Indian " paw " meaning " a 
quarter," or a confusion of both n The latter is a little lighter 
than the English pound -avoirdupois (0 ,4368 kg.). The 7Jaw con­
tains 4 k1iurd (lit. " small , minute" ) or 24 mithqal , further sub­
divided into 24 nukhud (" pea") ench, the weight of the latter 
being equal to 0,19 grm.1 

More minute subdivisions of the nukhud, a-s used by gold­
smiths, jewellers and druggists, al'e: surkh 2 (of which the nu­
khud contains four) equal to 8 birinj (" rice-gn1.in "); one birinj 
contains 8 kunjid (" sosamum seed"); one kmijid is ultimately 
subdivided into 8 khashkhash (" poppy-seed"). 

A has been stated above with regard to lengths, some 
other mea ures of weigh t (or rather of capacity) are still in 
existence and in use along with the officially recognized meas­
ures and are free ly used in private transaction where no grent 
p recision is the object, for instance: musht (" a handful"); Zapp 
(" a double-handfu l, " i .e. as much as can be held between the 
two palms placed together at a certain angle); kasa (" a bowl­
ful"); diiman (' a skirtful " ), and so forth. 

The old monetary unit is rupiya-i kabuli (" the Kabuli 
rupee"), a opposed to the ludian rupee which is called r upiya-i 
kailadiir or vulgarly r. kaldiir (i.e. " tbe rupee with a head on 
it" -meaning the effigy). 

Up to the reign of Amit• B abibulli.ih Khan two kind of the 
KabuJ i rupee were distinguished: rupiya-i kham ("raw rupee") 
[see 1)8 and rilpiya-i pukhta (" boiled " or " tempered" r .) 
[ ee 2] , 4 the value attribu ted to them slightly differing from 

have corresponded in the beginning to a weigh t -va lue of that kind. Now-
8'.aays, h_owever, a~tbough ~ifloring in value according to loca l conceptions 
(m P?rs1a a kharv_ar oontams 100 mann-i tabriz and is equal to 294,4 kgs., 
that 1s to say, a little more than a ha lf of the kharvar of K a bul) a kharvar 
cannot in a ny way bo considered as a lood to be tackled by n donkey who 
could hardly be exp• ted to carry even a quarter of a kharvur which is the 
a verage load of "camel. The name khan,ur bas, therefore, to be taken 
nowadays rather symbolically as expre sing "a grea t weight" n o t f o r 
fl ma u to lift. 

1 It is a very peculiar fact that the weights of the lower denomina­
t ions, viz. the mithqal and.the qiraf (more currently callt>d in Afghanistan 
and in Persia mskhud) are fixed quan tities and remain such throughout 
the Muhammadan world, whereas the higher units of w ight lrnve ~der 
one and the same name moot various values sttrihuted to them even m the 
different towns of t he ssme country. The mithqal might therefore_ he 
considered M,the real standard unit of weight in Muhammnclan countr1 , 

2 The seed of the A b r u s p r e c a to r i u s, n measure obviously 
borrowed from Indio.(" r a. t ti" ). 

3 The legend on the right side of the coin represented here rlll;IS: 
;arb-i daru•8•8al/ana (" coinag or the capital"). The reverse side 
(invisible on our photo) bears tbe name of t be ruler : Amir 'Abdttrra{•· 
man. 

• '!'he righ t aid o{ the ·oin on our photo repr son ts a mosque with 
it minwar surroun I d by On and bayonols (on right ond left} nnrl 
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each otber. That difference and the appeHation 'fcham were 
cancelled by the late Amlr J;Iabrbullah Khan, but the name 
pulchta remained in use for both kinds of rupee, and the official 
denomination of the Ka.bull rupee (in receipts and other officia l 
documents) is even in our days rupiya-i p1tkhta1i kaouli. 

As can be ··een from t be photographic reproduction given 
here, the " boiled " rupee is just an ordinary coin made in the 
way usual for all countries in the world, tha t is by means of 
special coining machinery, whereas the shapeless "raw" rupee 
is made by hand by pouring molten silver from a teapot-i,haped 
vessel into small hollows made of clay, the coin being stamped 
by band when still hot.1 The weight of a one-rupee piece is 
officially supposed to be equal to 2 mithqal. 

Owing to the scarcity of coin in the country, Persian coins 
(chiefl y " double krans "-d1t-hazari of the new coinage, see 
footnote) illicitly imported from Persia (which conn try prohibits 
the export of silver) a re largely used in Afghanistan at a "co u rs 
f or o e" with the value of one Kabuli rapee attributed to the 
Persian " double·kran " (a " double kran " is, in fact, worth I ! 
Kabuli rupees) . 

The half-rupae (nim-rupiya) [see a, 4a, 5]2 is labelled as 
such, but is colloquially called qiriin. The monetary unit in 
the city of Qandahar and its district is t he qiriin-i qandahiiri the 
value of which is 20% higher than that. of the Kabuli balf­
rupee".8 

by crossed swords and cannons (underneath}. The words yak rupiya 
appear at the bottom and the whole is enclosed in a (laurel- ?) wreath, 
The reverse side bears t he fughra "Amir ' Abdurr<JQ11li'in " with the title of 
that sovereign ~ •ya'u•l-milla wa-d-din inscribed in el1ulth characters under­
neath the same. T he word "Kabul" can be read a bove the iughra . 
The year 1314 (A.H. , lunar= 1896/ 1897) i marked at the very bottom and 
the whole is again enclosed in a wreath. 

l A similar distinction between the machine-mode and the hand­
made coins is observed in Persja, tho oins of the two kinds being called 
rospec ively "old" and "new": qiran .,; qadim and qiro11-i jadid. (or, in 
writing,- qi rii11-i jadi.du-, -;arb-i uljani : "kmus of the ne,v coi.nage of 
the realm"). 

2 The coin under No. 3 on our photo is a qiriin of the present reign. 
'£he right side represents the traditional mosque, but enolosed in a seven­
pointed star. The words nim-ri'ipiya can be read above the mosque and 
the whole is surrounded by .a wreath similar to the one on the rupee­
pieces. The reverse side is occul?ierl by th~ fu~hrif, of _the pr?se?t ru_!e• 
Amir Amiinull iih Khl!.n , on t he right of which 1s mscr1bed his title iUr 
Ghazi . The year is 1302 (A.H., solar, see footnote on p. I =A.D. 1921 /22). 

Coin No. 4 is a qiron of Amir • AbdurralJm n, and its righ t side, besides 
the mosque and the wreath as above, bears on top the word Kabul " and 
at the bottom nim-rupiya. The reverse side has the usual !ughra inscribed 
in a wreath as above, 11t without the title; the date 1313 (A.H., lunar= 
A.D. 1895/96) can be read above the fughrii at the p lace where the two 
ends of the wreath meet. 

The two coins No. 5 are "raw qiriin -ooins" of the reign of Amir 
'Abdurrohmlin Khi\n. 

s The "boiled" K abuli half-rupoos of the present reign [aee 3] conta in 
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A silver coin of the value of one-third of a rupee is the 
'abbiiBi 1(popularly also called tanga). 

The smal lest ilver coin (nowadays very rare) is the sanniir 
(see 6) 2 (abbr. from 1tad dinar) of the value of one-sixth of the 
rupee. 

Coins of i t higher denomination are of the value of 2½ 
rupee Kabn li3 (see 7]' and of fi rupees KabuJi [see 8)5• 

A rupee is divided into 60 paysa (commonly also called 
pul , both of these words, especially the former , being used in 
Afghanistan . for " money " in general). A paysa i · a ye llow­
coloured coin made of latten brass [see 9 and 10). In the reign 
of Amlr l;[abibullab the pay a was coined exactly of the size 
a nd thicknes of the "boiled" half-rupee. The paysa of the 
last few years i not thicker than the paper ou which these 
lines are being written. During the reign of Amir 'Abdurra~­
man and previou to it the one-paysa pieces were coined in red 
copper [ see ll]. 

:Further small change coins are of the value of 5 paysa 
(commonly called yak- hahi-" one sbaJ1i "), of 10 paysa (du­
shiiJ~i )6 r ee 12], of t 5 paysa (si-shahi [see 13] and of of 20 pay n 

a great perceutago o( a lloy, whereas all the otheo Aighan s ilvor ooins nre 
mado o f pure. or nlmost pure silver. Th o il y i,n t hese ha lf-rupe s 
(which gives thorn a greenish-yellow colou ring) is so great that the monoy 
chsngers of tbe N.-\V. Frontier do not nccopt them nt all.-

I The name 'abbiiai os well ns those of its subdivis ions is bor rowed 
from Persia : the name of that coin is d erived from Shiih 'Abbiia tbc 
Grnat (1587-162 ) by whom it was introduced i11 Persia, wber it s till 
exists, though nowadays not as n coin, but as a mere nnme. That coin 
must have e ither remained in use in Afghanistan from the days of Sh iih 
'Abbila ot whose time Horot nod Qandohar wore Pe rs ian c ities, or else 
was imported later during the XVI II century, as in Pers ia itself it had 
entirely disappeared as far back 118 the beginning of the reign of Foti)-• Ali 

biih (1797-18:34). Anyl1ow the 'abbiiei in Afghanistan, as well as in 
Persia, contains four sh ii h i, n coin a lso introduced by hiih •Abbiis , 
And yet the PerSian staride.rcl unit. (qiriin ) con tains t we n t y s 11 ii hi, 
whereas its AJghori n.""'o,mke (lho bnlf- ru pee also called qiriin) numbers 
only s ix ahuhl, of wh~h_the ruJ)(!e corH nina twolve.- . . 

2 'l.'he uumo sonnur HI also borrowed from Pers ia, where at 1s now 
adoys a nickel coin ~f _!,h" ;1nlu of wo ll1u,hi.-

a Pen;inn 6vo·qt'"" piece11 nre also used ea equivalents of 2½ rupees 
Kabuli.-

• These 2½ rupeo-coins are struck _mo ,·c or less on the so.me patte~ . as 
the one-rupee piecos olread~ de~~•b~d . . '!'he legend du mm rupiya 
(meaaing "two and a-half rupees ) 1B vaaible above the a lr~dy men­
tioned Afghan coat-of-a.rlll!! (a m~aq\1e eoolo ed in a seven-poant.ecl st!"r) 
where the two ends o! the _encar hng ~vr nth meet. The reve:~ ,?1de 
bears the 4ughrii of A~'.r Amonullith Khan, wi th h is t i t l "~l-Ghan to 
its rjght, The tughra. 1s surmount11d by a small fi ve-poi n ted star. 

ndernenth the· tughrii one ,,can reacl t he year: 1209 (A. :a .. sola r, see 
footnote on p I =•A.D- 1020/- l;). N . 

5 Of tbe two five-rupee oms o. 8' ~he ficst one belongs tn t he re air, 
of Amir • Abdurrai)miln and the secqpd ts a coin of hi successor rn ir 

'.J:;ob\bulllih. - - f tl a P · - ) 
• ts Aleo cal1Pcl snrn1.ar1 ( rom , orsun.n &ann1.ir-'!ad dl,1ar. 
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(cha hiir iahi or yak tanga,1 popularly also called y a k ·abbasi ) 
[see 1 4]. 

The Afgha-n currency being s trictly monometaUic, the gold 
co ins (fila) of 40, 20 [see 151, 10 [ see 16] and 5 rupees -[see 17] 
value b ave n e ve r bad any circu lation as such , being chiefly u sed 
for dis tributio n to the people on ome fe. tive occasion by the 
rule rs or a s gifts _from the people to the rnler o n similar occa-
ions. Their value is in consequence alwa ys fiuctu a ting a little, 

but alway s a ve ra ging a premium of about 50 % abov e heir 
nominal valu e . 

There b ing no ba nk in 
ti:ea sury-notes ai:e i tt l':d a n 
silver a nd coppei: coins a bove 

AEg han.i t a o , no ba nk-notes or 
the cur renc is l imited to the 

described. That s tate of t biogs 

is vei:y try ing when la rger u m· are invol ved in ome transac­
t ion. The us u a.l m ethod of a oid.ing that d rawbac k i b hav­
ing r e urse t o some forei urr n .v (En~l i b go! I a nd t1·eas1u -
n tes , India n c u rren , n t s , ,~nd b like ) r t c-h qu on 
some bank in India. h am un I ing o. lc ulated in c rd nc 
w ith t h e ra t e o f ex ch an ge o f t h d a . . 

A timid at m p t at introduc ing s u b r o a ome kmd_ of 
c urrency -n ote into irculatioo w , howe er , ~ a.de ome tune 
ago . k ind of p romi ory not . was ts u ed_ b y t~e 
Trea ury o f Daru-l-Aman (the n ew capita l of fgh a m a o_ still 
under construc tion, som ten mil s o the ~u~i f K kbul ). 
T hese no tes wer to e rve for th p ay~ent O t ~ wor m en 
employed o o i ons tnte ion , b u t not being accep e f money 

1 Th • • I ·n fg b a n · tau (Tur k estat\ 
tanga 111 c 1rcuJatio n in N r t 10

' • b k luiruyi ( " tho B o kh · 
Q aLni;chu.n, l\dak.hs han) w h ich ;8 call ed tanga· • " · a t-a, 
tanga 1

•) 1 ,vorth 22 payaa. 
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in the bazar of Kabul (or anywhere else), these notes very soon 
died a quiet, natural death . 

The legend on the note represented here is as follows :-
In t he four corners of the note is written the same word 

" one" in four languages : yaw (Pash tu) , yak (Persian) , ek 
(Hindustiini) and bir ('l' urkish). The upper middle-part of the 
frame bears the arms of the Afghan Government (inscribed in a 
seven-poin ted star a · mosque, with a minaret and a flag on each 
side and the mihriib and mimbar visible in the middle above 
two crossed swords). The inscription in la rge thulth ch~racters 
runs: Shahr-i Diiru-l-Amiin (" The City of Diiru-1-Amiin ") on 
both ides of which is written in small nasta'liq characters: 
mudir- i mu~iisaba-i sliahr-i Diiru-l-Amiin (" The Director of 
Accountancy of the City of D.A."). Facing these words, on 
each side of the frame the date .of issue 1301 (A.H. , solar, see 
footnote on p. 1 =A D. 1922/23) is in cribed . The number 
8005 of the note is repeated twice in its upper corners. The 
last line i occupied by the statement that "this note will be 
accepted by the Treasury of the Ci ty of Diiru-1-Amiin for the 
value mentioned thereon." 

The note is ornamented by a design representing carpenter's, 
mason 's and builder's t<.>ols, all in lt line at the bottom of the 
note. 

In the middle of the inferior part of the frame the words 
yak rupiya-i kabuli (" one Kabuli rupee") are inscribed in fine 
nasta'liq characters. The colour of the note is pink on a white 
surface and the other side of the note is blank. 

* 
* * 

' 1 The new measures as they a.re defined by the law in que 
tion are : 

Me a s ur es f L ngth (Section I , Art. l). 

The unit of length is the mitar (English " metre") called 
also , on the same page, a few lines further matar (French 
" metre"). 

The measures derived from it ar~ explained literally aa 
follows: 
•· one-tenth of a rnitar " 
" one-hundredt h" of a rnitar 
" one-thousandth" of a mitar 
" laamatri 
'' salmatri 
' ' zarmatr-i 
•' laazarc,matri 

= " one tenth pa.rt of the m." 
" one hundred th of them. " 

= " one thousandth of the m." 
= 10 mitar 

100 mitar 
= 1000 m'it.ar 
= 10000 mit(,r 
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Weigh ts (Sect. II, Art. 2). 

The unit of weight is the girii.m (French "gramme"). Its 
fra-etionals are: "One-tenth of a giram" equals " one tenth 
part of a giriim" etc., etc., etc. Its multiples are: 
"lasgirama IO gfriim 
"salgiriima = 100 giriim 
"zarg-iriima = 1000 giram 
'' laszaragirama = 10000 giriim 

Co i n s (Sect . III, Art. 3). 

The monetary- unit, although not specially defined in the 
text of the law seems to be the silver afghani. 

That part of the law runs : 
"The weights and the values ; f the new coins, in which 

the prices of commodities are to be calculated and transactions 
are to be effected, are a.s follows: 

(l ) Gold Goins . 

ame. 
(a) one amiini 
(b) half amani 

Weight. 
6 'giriim 
3 giram, 

(2) Silver Coins . 

Name. Weight. 
(a) one afghar(i lasgirama 
(b ) half a.f gliiini 5 giram 
(c) 20-ptili 2 giriim 

(3) Copper Goi1 . 

Value. 
20 afghani 
IO a/ghifoi 

Value. 
100 pul . 

50 pul. 
20 vul. 

Name. Weiaht. Value. 
ta) 2-pi,li 2 (Jirii.m 2 pul. 
(b) 5-7Jii1i 3 giriim 5 ?Jill . 
(c) 10-pilli 6 giram 10 pul. 

Art. 4 of the law gives a comparative table of the values of 
the old and the new currency, namely: 

11 rupees Kabu_li=lO atyhiini. 
1 rupee Knbuh =91 pul. 

one Kabuli qirifo=45 , 
one 'abbiisi =30 
si-slliihi =22 " 
sanniiri 
yak-shiihi 
du-paysa 

• • =15 ,, 
= 7 
= 3 " 
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The names afghiini , given· to t he s ilver' uni t, a nd amiini 
designating t be gold coin of the realm , a re adaptati ons on 
the pa ttern of the F rench ' ' franc" a nd " lou is d ' or " o r 
" napoleon," t he form er deri ved from the na me of t he coun t ry, 
the la t ter-from tho na me of its r ule r. The vu.lue o n p a r 
of t he a/ghani , is exactly the same as t hat of the gold franc , 
and yet, t here is a strange discrepa ncy in weight bet ween 
t he two : the F rench , il ver coin weighs only 5 gram mes, whereas 
the weight of t,be a/ghani, as seen a bove , is exactly dou ble 
of this But that, of course, is a question of h igher financ e a nd 
exchange with which the p resent brief sketch is not mean t to 
d~a \. It might be merely men t ioned here tha t t he see°:' ing 
d iscrepancy i obviously due t o t he fact t ha t F rance 1s a. 
country with a gold . t.andard , whe rnas t he s t anda rd of t he 
Afghan currency i sil ver.• 

Ar t. 4 of the law concludes by a n explana tion to the effect 
that t he value of th a bove comparat ive table from th qiran 
down wa rds hold <rood only in ca es where the value of a s in g I e 
old coin has to b~ red uced into the new fractiooals . Whereve r 
la rger oms a.re concerned t hey a.re to be converted into the 
new currency by means of mu lt iply ing the figure of ru pee 
by 10 a nd div iding t he resul t by 11. a.ad t he balance f 
fractiona l_s bas t be dealt with in accordanc wit h the ta b le, 
th us reducing t he neces ary euor to ½-a p il l which is a n a l ­
together negligible quantity. • a ma t ter of fact , in the whole 
de cending calti, from t he qiriin clown wa rds, an error amoun ting 
to ½-a pill ha.cl to be coDsciously admitted as there i no coin of 
such a denomination . Beginning with the K a buli rupee, we 
may notice t hat it va lue is marked in the t a ble a tha t of 
91 pul, though .in reali ty it a~ounts to 90 , (900) ... . only, and 
the value of theqiriin would 111 conseq uence be 45 (450) • .. . o r 
t~e~eabouts, and not 45 p~l on ly, shown 

1

by be t a ble, 
gwing a loss of about ½-a ~ul. That lo is again repeated in 
the ca.s of the 15-paysa com one mor for the 5-pay -•a co in 
and fina ll v in the couo tervalu of th 2-p ay.s:a coin . 

Thus~ t he loss th rough ut, t he ta ble a mou nt s to a bout 
2 Pill, wh ich i not compensated by the 0 ,1 pul in exec 
adopted by the table for the_ value of ue. r upee K a buli . bou ld 
we, therefore when reduomg ~o me la rge . um into the ne w 
currency calcul at e that r_eductiou ou the ba •e of tl10 value 
of ome of the smaller oms, .t he error and the loss might be 
considerable, hence t he oec~-sity of ~a.lculating such larger surus 
on t he base of 11 rupees fo r 10 a/ghani and having recourse t o 
the fractional values of the table on ly for the indiv i ible b a la nc 
of the calculation . 

We can see from t11e _above, t hat t he reform, beside it 
? t her advantages, has cert~ml! att ained the purpose of simp lify . 
tng the currency a nd reducmg be n umber of the •oins expre ~ing 
the same. Instead of fi,. e opper coins of the olcl currency, 
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we have now to dea l with t b r e e coins only , viz. 2 -piil , 5-piil, 
a nd 10-piil coins [see 18, 19, 20). 

All the th ree coins represen t ed on our photo a re s truck on 
the same p attern : t he figure expressing the value of t he coin 
is surro unded by a thin circle partly enclosed in a wrea th , 
u d the word pul is inscribed in the upp er pa.rt of tbe coin. 
The reverse side of a ll the t hree coins alike bea rs t he !ughrii 
of the present ruler enclosed in a circle toget her with his ti t le 
" al-Ghazi " and t he elate 1304 (A.H. olar , see footnote on 
p. 419=A .D . 1925-26) again partly enc losed in a wrea th exactly 
s imila r to the one seen on the obverse side. The word 
".'jl. /ghanistiin" occupies the uppei·most part on this side of the 
COin. 

The number of silver coins is r ed uced in the new system of 
currency to thr ee, [see 21 22, 23] as against fo u r (or even 
se v e n if we take into consJderatioo the " raw " coins a nd the 
di ffere nt ly shap ed coins of p revious reigns) of the old currency. 

What has been said here with r eaard to the new copper­
coins applie to the silver coins in s; fa r as their uniformity 
· concerned : they all have a mosque in a- ,,,reath on their 
obverse ide with t he year of the reign in which they were 
struck (7th, 8th, or 9t h , 11 it may be) inscribed underneath . 
T he reverse side be rs the usual tughra with the t it ) of th e king 
to its right, with the ·ola r Muha mmadan date below the ame 
and the ,, a)ue of the coin inscril ed at it. topmo t pn.r . 

* 
* * 

'7Ct. I V of t he law comprising rt. 5-1:5 deals wi~h the 
legal side proper of the reform viz. t he r g ulat10ns regardmg it, 
gradual in t roduction and the 'conditions ullder which the ub­
stitution of the new wei...,hts measures and coin for the 
old one i · to be completed~ ' 

_or~rn at Olliccs aro xpected to intL"Od uce bhe new 
_vstem ms1de of thl' 0 Ul : dul'ing the . nr 13 5 (ending 

on far h 21 t. 1927 ) th entri in their Jedg r ar to bear 
a_ fa r as po s ib l e a mention of the new va.lue a long 
w1th be _old on ; during 1306 (ending on M:arch 20th, 1928) 
th mention of the new values becomes obligatory, whereas 
during th year 1307 ( nding on Ma rch 21st, 1929) the old 
measur~ are no m re officially recognized an~ only tolerated 
along with the new va lues in Governm nt ledger , whene er the 
official in charge of the accountancv department. may feel the 
need of th ir pr ervation throughou"t the year. Henceforward 
however. all the a0<...;untancy of the Government Office i tc{ 
he drawn up in the new term onl:v (art. 5). 
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" The new weights 1 _and metres will be manufac~ured 
" by the Government and distribu ted to all parts of Afghamstan 
" (art. 6). · 

" The distribution of the new weights 1 and metros to the 
"population will be· done by the mu!1icipali t!es _wherever such 
" exist. In o_ther locali t ies they will be distributed by t_he 
" prefects of police or by the local di.trict officers or sub -~1stnct 
" officers, wherever the functions of the prefect of pohce a re 
" discharged by them (art . 7). 

"An equitable price,2 the same f?r all parts ?f the realm, 
" for the new weights and metres will b~ es tabli shed by t he 
" Minister of Finance. Persons unable to disburse the full value 
" of t he same in cash will be allowed to pay by instalment 
"within a perio~ of six months (ar t . 8). 

" Old weigh ts in iron , cast-iron and brass, and old measures in 
" iron will be accepted from the popu/ation at the a bove mentioned 
"centres of distribution for the value of the metal contained 
" therein on t he purchase of the new weights and measures 
" (art. 9). 

"Permits for manufacturing t he new weights and measures 
"according to the pre cribed models will be granted by the 
" Governmoot in the provinces to private persons on application . 
" These weights and measures will have, however, to be stamped 
"at the office of the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor of the 
" provin ce before being permitted to be used (art . 10). 

"Until the, nece ary numbers of sets of the new weiahts 
' omi be provided for all villacres the populat ion of t he s: me 
" will be allowed to continue u ing

1

t beir old weights after having 
' ' had them compa red with the new models (a.rt. 11) . 

"Pri vate _persons in citie who will manufacture and u e 
"their own weights will be liable to prosecut ion according 
" t o the terms of art. 14 (art. 12). 

"Weights and measures withou t the afore a.id official mark 
·• w~I be considered as null and void in the seats of Governors, 
" Lieutenant-Governors and Commissioners of Divisions . T he 
" Municipal Officers and the prefect of polic will preven t 
"any t ransactions being ca.tried on in such centre by means of 
' ' weight<! and measures devoid of the official mark. P ersons 

l L it. "stones": t he p revailing custom in Afghanistan of using 
ordinary cob ble-stones fo r weighing purposes (especially when weighing 
bulky commodities like wood, coal, grain, potatoes, etc.) bas resulted 
in the ha.bi t of applying the word " stone" as a generic name for any kind 
of weights, whether they be actually r~w-stones or real weigh ts cast in 
metal. Cf. the English " atone" equalling 14 pounds, the origin of whlch 
might be due t.o ei.mila r reasons. 

2 The p rice charged by th ~ ~overnment Workshop (" M ashink.hu­
na ") of K iibul for a full set (1n iro_u) of the new weigh ts is 320 rupeea 
Kabuli , that is t o say, roughly epeakin~ about l50 rupees Indian. 
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" using such weights an d measures will be Jiabl to prosecu t ion 
"under t h e .penal la w (art. 13) . 

" Should any d eviation fro m the p rescribed models be 
" discovered in weigh ts and measures bearing t he official mark 
" or in t he weights and measures ma uufactured in vill ages on 
" t he pattern of the p rescri bed models, the persons using such 
" weigh ts and measures will be lia ble t o a correctional p unish­
" ment under t he yenal laws (a rt. 14) . 

" T he new weights and metres will be gradually introduced 
" during t he period beginning 1305 to end 1307. From the 
" beginning of 1308 (March 22nd , 1929 ) the old weight-a a nd 
"measures will be a bolished altogether. Per ons who will 
" carry on transactions by mean of the old weights and 
" measures after t.hat date will be liable to correctional p un ish­
" ment (art. 15). 

"The present regu lations constit u te a part of the laws 
" of t he realm , and we hereby order the articles of the same to 
" be for thwith p u t in to force. [L . S. Amil· .Am!i.nullah Khan 
"al-Ghazt]." 

* 
* • 

A few days after the promulgat ion of the I\J,w in question, 
mor exactly on the 29th day of Pisces (=18th Mar h, 1925), 
at 2 p .m., represent atives from the var ious Government Offices, 
merchants, artisans and agricu lturist were assembled in the 
Conservatory Hall (Gulkhana) of the Palace, where they were 
add ressed by t he King on the subject of the new measures. 
Having pointed ou t in his speech the drawbacks connected with 
t he old weights and measures and the _old curr~ncy and the 
advantages offered by the new decimal umts, the King explained 
to the assembly the correla t ions between the new standard 
units and t heir m ultiples and frac t ionals and the manner of 
conv rting the old valueR into the new decimal weights and 
mensures . 

When speaking about the new currency the lling pointed 
o~t tLa.t t~ere are th re units (vafiicl) in it : th:e oopp~r:_nn.it­
pul, the silver-unit- a/gltani and the gold-UD1t--aman,, and 
that no other determinative words should be add d to the e 
names: one must not call the new copper-coin piil-i naw (" new 
P?,i "): no: ~he il ~er-coin rilpiya-i afglw1,Y _ ~or the gold-ooin 
~ilii-yi aman, , b1;1t simply pill, afgha1ii, amam. . 

That warnmg, however, did not altogether dt pel the 
natural tendency of th popult1,tion to apply a two-worded 
name _to_the_ coins, especially to the silve: one on the analogy of 
the rup,,ya-i kiihuli and rilpiya-i kallada1·. The fact that the 

1 "A.man-, Afuhi:m" o. 50 dated aoth of Pisces 1304 (=17th i'liarch 
1925). • 
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old copper unit was form erly indiscriminately called either 
paysa (Indian word for " money ") or pul (Persian word meaning 
"money") resulted in a natural desire among,~t the population to 
distinguish omehow the new coin from tho old one by applying 
to the former the qualifi cntive naw (" new") . As regard 
the word /ila (lit. , "gold", "golden coin ") being added to 
the word amcini, the reason for it might lie in the gold coins of 
Bokhara of the name which 11,re freely circulated in Northern 
A fghu.nistnn. 

* 
* * 

.few words remain to be said concerning the material 
facts connected with the int roduction of the new weights 
and measu res a nd coinage and its immediate re.·ults on the 
economical life of the country. 

A revaluation of the currency aud similar operations a re 
not a new thing for Afghanistan . H. W. Be 11 e w, who visited 
the country during t he reign of Dost-Mu~ammad, mentions four 
in tances I within the space of six months when the Governor of 
Qanda har , n.rd ii r Gh uliim Haidar Kh an, the then heir-appa rent, 
withdrew from circula tio n· twice a ll t he copper coin of the 
city (end of July 1857 a nd January 26th, 1858) , once a ll the 
sil ver coin .(Nov mber 20th 1857) and once both the copper 
and the ilver coin (Decemb~r 31st 1857), after ha ving declared 
each ti me t he coin " deprecia ted t~ one half its previo11s value". 
In t h~ fi_rst of_ t (iese cases the copper coin called in a nd bought 
at barf 1tA on g10a] value by the ardiir' Treasury " was re­
stamped, _m,i,d n/ter a few days, aga-in issned at the 1tSual value 
of the coin . In the a es of t he il ver coin there does not 
seem to have been any reHtamping, a Be 11 e w merely state 
that "after a few days detention the coin was again circulated at 
its original val1ie". Which of these two cour es wa adopted on 
the two other oc<'asions,-i not mentioned . 

uch operation might have been, and proba bly were, 
going on thr~ughout t he count,ry a nd throughout the la.s t 
century. Their object, however, was wholly one- ided and djd 
not go beyond a spora.cli · increase of t he fund R of the Treasury 
of a city. ., 

The pr ent, reform widely differs in many wn,ys from 
the above del oribed acts of the local ru lers which were alway 
perform d a d ho c a nrl without any further effect . Still the 
advantages of the refo rm for the Afghan Treasury oannot be, 
a nd cer tainly were not, wholly ignored , if we only judge by the 
rapidity with which the idea of the reform wa adopted by the 
Govern ment . The p rofi t of the Treasury on this occa.sion 

l B. W. Bellew. J ournal ofe. Political Mis,iion to Afgha nis ta n in 1867, 
T,ondoo, I (12, p p . 283-<l, 332, 372 e.nd :i !l. 
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could not have been so high as to their percentage, but certainly 
were quite appreciable in their amount. . 

The weight of a one-rupee piece, as seen above, is equal to 
2 mithqal, i .e. 9,1 grammes. Now, the a/gliani weighs 10 
grammes_. Thus, on the face of it, no material profit could have 
been derived from recoining eleven old coins into ten new ones. 
The percentage of the a lloy in the old coin is, however, exceed ­
ingly small , especially in the older " raw " ru.pees, whereas 
i~ ~he fl,f~hani tho a lloy, though probably not exceeding the 
lit~'.llt considered_ as legal, is an unknown quantity 1 and is cer­
tamly comparatively high. That difference in standard, minute 
as it may be for a _single coin, might be very considerable 
whenever the whole currency of the realm is concerned. 

During the period mentioned · in the law (art. 5), i . . up to 
March 21st, 1929, the old coin ought to be absorbed gradually 
by the Treasury, that is to say al l the old coin flowing in there 
in its normal cour e wili be duly recoined and thrown into 
circula tion un~er it new shape. At the same time the popula­
tion is supposed to hand over of their own accord all the 
old coin t the Tr(l_a ury, where it will be exchanged for the 
new currency. Taking into consideration tha t the conditions 
of the exchange a re thoroughly fair and laid down in the body 
of the law itself (eleven rupiya-i lciibuli for ten a/(17,ii,ni) and 
that there i very little use for ilver (escept as coin) 'tn 
Muhammadan countries 2 we have ground to pr~sume that all 
the old coin will duly find its way to the Treasury in ordei; 
to be restamped. 

All the above hold good with regard to ~he coppe_r coin a 
well , with the exception of the 15-paysa pieces wh10h w re 
declared wor thless 8 from the very first day aft~r ~he publication 
of the new l~w. It i not quite clear what fate ts ill store for the 
one-paysa piece~ made of Jatten bra.ss, though on the face of i t 
~bey o?ght to be exchanged in the g~neral ~anner. ~till it 
1s possible that they may remain in 01rculat1on as a k10d of 
additional coiu. · 

The profit which the fghan Government might expect to 
derive ~om the propagation of tbe new weights among the 
populat10n a re not inconsiderabl . One has only to take into 

1 Ko mention of the standard of the metal used for the new coin 
is m!1d~ anywhe~ in the new Jaw. . 

- 'Ihe Islam10 law does not encourage the use of mlver spoons, di.shes, 
etc. 

s The amount of false 16.paysa coins in circulati_on ~ea at a. certs.in 
moment far greater than the real coin of that denoDll~a.ti_on a.nd the false 
coins were accepted by the population without any obl?Ot10~ o,ving to the 
scarcity of the real coin ..,f that value. The f~e coms_ di~er from the 
real ones only as regards their t hickness : the talso com 1s very thin 
tb!3 re~ ooe has normal proportions (see No. 13, where the first of the tw~ 
00111s ,s a false one and the second a good one). 
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consideration the fact mentioned above regarding raw stones 
being used throughout the country as weights and the very 
elevated price of the new metal weights, to.$ee t hat the clause 
about the old weights " in iron, cast-iron and brass " being 
accepted in part payment at the purchase of the new weights is 
but an euphemism. 

The immediate results of the introduction of the new cur­
rency were twofold. In the first instance the reform resulted 
in the depreciation of the K'abuli rupee on the foreign miirket 
(that is to say in Peshawar which i the only place where the 
Kabuli rupee is quoted) : immediately after the new law was 
published the rate of the exchange for the Kabuli rupee drop­
ped by 10% thus lowering the a/ghiini on the market to the 
position formerly occupied by the Kabuli rupee. On the other 
hand the prices of the ordinary commodities of life in Afghanis­
tan itself gradually went up, and ,there is every reason to 
presume that at the expiration of the period stipulated by the 
new law the prices for the ·e commoditie:, will be calculated in 
afghiini instead of so ma ny Kabuli rupees, which will mean a 
general rise in prices of 10%.1 

* 
* * 

To sum. up,-after the reform will have been completed the 
Fituation which will present itself will be as follows:-

For coine . . decimal. 
,, measures of length ,, 
, measures of surface .. old Afghan . 
., measures of capacity nil. 
,, measures of liquids nil. 
,. me~s'ures of temperature . . nil. 
,, weights . . decimal. 

ti OD, <::~~y ~:~: ~)%~~~f f:ji ~~i~r:ciJ~::r!;~n~O~::f ;~:~ 
introd?ced ~y th_V-la,~~ like the metre; ·all the ,xeigbts and all 
the coms, will h.e. e ~-o be1 accepted by-the po:ti.1:1¥ition and have 
come to stay as theu- old equivalents will be_w1thdrawn from 
circulation by the G~yer.:ament\ still certain of the old measures, 
especially those· _which •?O. ~_ot -require material symbols to 
express them, will sn r'Ave. 1 -~~ name& shiihi, sannar and 
'abbiisi will most probably. s~i◊k. to the new coins to denote 
combinations analogous to fh'li§e 'formerly expressed by them. 
It is hardly probable that the old lcuruh, neither abolished nor 
even mentioned by the new law, should cede its place as road-

1 An almost illllJlediate favourable result of the iotroductioo of the 
metric system in Afghanistan w~s,_ ho~ctver. its recent premature (~ince 
April, 1928) and unexpected admismon mto the Universal Postnl Uruon. 
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measure to the new and unwonted zarmatri. We must not for ­
get as well that the surface or land-measure (jarib) , along with 
its fract ionals, is based also on the old gaz, which certainly will 
survive at least in connection with the jarib. The English yard 
(var) wilt certainly continue to co-exist with the mitar in the 
customs, whenever cloth, etc., of British origin , with lengths 
calculated in yarns, is imported. The builders, carpenters, 
joiners, etc., will not so easily part with the j ut and the inch to 
which they are accustomed. In short , we shall meet with a 
peculiar sta te of symbiosis in the domain of measures. 

A similar (as far as currency is concerned) reform in Persia 
due to the efforts of N ii\liru-d-Din Shah, by whom in 1877 the 
coinage was concentrated a t the Government M:int in Tehran 
under a fixed form obligatory for the whole country, had a most 
salutary effect on its economical life . . 

The reform in Afghanistan with which we are concerned 
represents, however, a step towards the simplification not only 
of the currency, but of the measures a nd weights as well, at 
]east in so far as it mean~ a unificat ion of the same throughout 
the realm, and has consequently more far-reaching effects. We 
may therefore consider that, with a ll its limita t ions, the int ro­
duction of the metric system in Afghanistan marks an epoch in 
the hl tory of the count ry and brings it one step nearer modern 
civilized life. 

September, 1928. 
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