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ArTIiCLE No. 9.

The Chauhans.
By R. R. HALDER, Rajputana Museum, Ajmer.

The Chauhans, like the Parmaras, Chaulukyas, Guhilas, etc.,
seem to have derived their family name from the name of their
primeval man viz., Chahamana. At the present day, they
claim their descent from the fire-fountain of Vasishtha on
Mount Abd, just as the Parmiras do, and so call themselves
Agnivamsi. Their old records, however, speak them to be
Suryavamsi, i.e., belonging to the_ solar race. The latter view
is supported by the following er‘S.IOP.S —

(1) The Prithvizﬁyf%ﬁ?hy@qgw says ‘that Chaha.

mans delte Lirom thef@?%yamam}ala (solar orb).1

(2) The Hi ?nmi;'cfniqhﬁk&vya of Neyachandrasiiri “Cot-
rob stht-whovestate meirtHy sdying that a celes;

tial ¥a&h named Chahamana came down from Szrya-
mandala, ahd having—-obt&imed ‘paramount power,
ruled er gﬁheg.lfiegi?; P L.

(8) The inscripbign ® presqraed in the Rajputana Museum,
Ajmer, also speaks-of--Clralafana as having born
in the solar family. -

1 WA TY T IR ST |
SEATRA Q@G EHT TguTgg@ataer I3 | [v]
fq garargadw dw9T Tl e g |
st geeRiEgTw: garwwrgas faf=may ) (1)
FLY FTIY FHATRST FRT WY wAgG @t |
vag AwitgAautataat 9 grearaEtata saf a3t 0 (48]
Canto I1.
2 qF: W @WtRE fawTa TICEs qRaTEe e | -
fawam Nfd oot FCT THT I9@CWH: || [24]
SAACHGEA SN TE] U JRIIAACEY: |
& Sifufagracatacatadt aurdy w4 ga« | [15]
YT FEEHRCHAIT: Q4 A FEHCATAAGG |
FITFANTEY FISH: JRTARSHTT § FISHA: | [19]

R - R Canto I.
3 ggfgarmigATwT T ayg eI E: |

wrgAHa: agTHSE et Frw@ar st ) [au]

&/



186 Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. [N.S., XXV,

The above three versions speak of the Chauhans as belong-
ing to the solar race. A somewhat different statement, however,
is made by Col. Tod, who at one place 1 connects them with the
fire-pit of Vagdishtha on Mount Abd, but at another place? says
that the gotracharya of the Chauhans is “Somvansa, Vacha
gotra” etc., i.e., they belong to the lunar race and are con-
nected with Vatsa Rishi. This latter version of Tod is sup-
ported by the following inscriptions :—

(@) The inscription® dated, Samvat 1224 (A.D. 1167),
of the time of Prithviraja II, speaks of him as
having born in the race of the descendants of the
moon. .

(b) The Bijolyan inscription,* dated 8. 1226 (A.D. 1170),
of the time of Someésvara represents Samanta,
an early Chauhana chief, to have been born in the
Vatsa gotra.

(¢) The inscription® dated S. 1319 (A.D. 1263) of the
time of Chachigadéva connects Chahaméana with
Vatsa Rishi.

(d) The Mount Abu inscription® of 8. 1377 (A.D. 1320)
says that the Chahamdana race was created by
the sage Vatsa. :

From the above, we conclude, whether the Chauhans belong
to the solar or lunar race, or have any connection with Vatsa
Rishi, they assuredly do not belong to the Agnikule or have
any connection with Vasishtha Rishi, as they declare them-
selves to be. They have, in all probability, derived this view
about themselves from the poem called Prithvirajarasa,” which
is a ““ later forgery.”

Now let us briefly describe the accounts of the rulers of
the main line of the Chauhan family, which began its rule
in Marwar. At first, Sakambhari (Sambhar in Marwar) was
their capital, then Ajmer and then Ranthambhor in the Jaipur

wifyanfygewgafautcamssies § |
WHRIANS 2T GAHATIRFTR LT |
afgEurfcfasia favmame s eema: |

1 Tod’s Rajasthan, Vol. I, p: 113.

2 Ibid., Vol. 11T, p. 1444.

3 The Chronicles of the Pathan kings of Delhi by Edward Thomas,
pp. 60-61.
. ¢ J.A.8.B., Vol. LV, pt. I, p. 41, verse 12,

5 Bp. Ind., Vol. IX, p. 71.

8 1bid., Vol. IX, p. 79.

7 See my article in J.B.B.R.A.S., Vol. III (New Series), p. 203.
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territory became their capitals; so that the Chauhans can dis-
tinctly be called after the names of these capitals, as the
Chauhans of Sambhar, Ajmer and Ranthambhor, though they
belonged to the same line.

A. Ture CHAUHANS OF SAMBHAR.

1. Chihamaiana. He was the originator of the Chauhan
family, and is said to have descen.ded from Saryamandala. He
was very powerful and possessed immense wealth. He became
the ruler of a very large part of the country. His younger
brother Dhanafijaya, who was very clever in the art of war,
was the Commander of his forces.? He died at Pushkar while
on pilgrimage.

9. Vasudéva. He was born in the family of Chahaman#.2
He was very brave, powerful, famous, extremely benevolent and
popular. A mythical story about him is related in Canto IV of
Prithvirajavijaya, regarding the foundation of the salt lake at
Sakambhari (Sambhar), which was so called after the goddess
Sakambhari (Parvati), whose shrine was there. The descendants
of Vasudéva ruled over the land presided over by the deity
Sakambhari and were thus called ¢ Sakambharisvara.’’ 3

3. Samantaraja. He was like a moon in the family of
Vasudéva.t He ruled at Ahichhatrapura® which is most likely
the place now called Nagaur in Jodhpur territory.

4. Jayardja. He was the son® of Samantaraja and
was very valiant. Also called Ajayaraja and Ajayapala. The
power of other kings dwindled before him.

1 wAte @ 99 TT gauT awafyeg afewdat a99-
FRTATETIN) yasT qyF §araface e | (€8]
. Prithvirajavijaya, Canto 11.
2 RETNRTITaagfisfaTfgErRTaT-
ATAEETHERT gusIfa ggyTaTeEY a1gea: | [=]]
Ibid., Canto II,
3 ¥d WAWTILYT FATYT AZATER |

AZWTER @H §9 FOHEHH || [4] :
Ibid., Canto IL.

4 ST wEAAEAYgIguata: |
g TRt | [o]
5 See note 4 on page 2.
6 guI SIS & Tor™ & srafaam |
% e fHal@w q@~ w1]9 ST | (5]
Prithvirgjavijaya, Canto V.

1bid., Canto V.
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5. Vigraharaja (I). He was the son?! of Jayaraja. His
fame spread far and wide.

6. Chandraraja (I). He was the son of Vigraharaja.?

7. Gopéndraraja. He was the younger brother of Chan-
draraja.?

8. Durlabharaja (I). Was the son of Chandraraja.* He
fought with the Gaudas.®?

9. Govindaraja (I). He was the son® of Durlabharaja (I).
Also called Giivaka. He attained superiority as a hero in the
court of Nagavaloka (Nagabhata II) of Kanauj.” Now Naga-
bhata II flourished between the periods Samvats 872 and 890
(A.D. 815 and 833).8 The date of Govindaraja, therefore,
would fall about this period, ¢.e., S. 872 (A.D. 815).

10. Chandraraja (II). He was the son of Govindaraja.®
Also called Sasinripa.

11. Govika. He wasthe son®of ChandrarajaIl and was
very famous. He was dexterous in the art of war and peace,
and brave and firm in battle. His sister, Kalavati, possessed
enchanting beauty ; so her hand was sought by twelve kings,
among whom she was married to the king of Kanauj (probably

1 xfq @A sfaayw gawsfaaa |

319 fagwTs € asusifaaasy ) [e]
Ibid., Canto V.

2 AAGFFOSISW IS IWE] |

9% grgewnTat gewmitag Ayt | [1y]
9 Ibid., Canto V.

8 AR NI AAZFST 41 TR0 |
iU faenaee [vatyd] i [te]

4 AT RIS TR BT |
fasiader wfwat efd Wrviiem wfa | [1=)

5 @fg: |reanfEdT 9 TFEmTEEs |
o< MsTETERRS arguat af | [30]

¢ SHTITAULAYT W FUITHA: |
gt ife=cree wiwTasmT ) (0]
7 Ind. Ant., Vol. 57, p. 184.
8 Ep. Ind., Vol. IX, p. 199, Prabhavakacharita, p- 177.
9 AFHAYFRTRAYATLTTY 9 |
et ag=gUsharmasiesTe=ar | (3]

" . Prithvirgjavijaya, Canto V.
10 TSRS A @A AY: |
Naggr@Is TR Eeaaw: | [va]

Ibid., Canto V.
Ibid., Canto V.
Ibid., Canto V.

Ibid., Canto V.

Ibid., Canto V.
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Bhoja I, S. 900-38), and the wealth received after defeating other
kings was given in her dowry.! ‘
12. Chandanardja., He was the son? of Govaka. He
was very popular and wealthy. He killed the Tomara King
Rudréna (probably Rudrapala of Delhi) in battle.? His wife
Rudrani also called Yogini and Atmaprabha set up on the
bank of Pushkar, one thousand lingas of Siva, which were, as it
were, one thousand lamps to remove the darkness of the place.*
18. Vakpatirdja (I). He was the son® of Chandanaraja.
Also called Vappayaraja Vatsaraja and Vapraraja. He won
188 victories‘ through his own prowess and built a very high
temple of Siva at Pushkar.® He was attacked by Tantrapala
(a neighbouring chief), who was forced to retreat.” He had
three sons, named Simharaja, Lakshmana and Vatsaraja, of
whom Simharaja succeeded his father; Lakshmana founded
the kingdom of Nadal, and Vatsaraja received a separate terri-
tory for himself.
14. Simhardja. He was the son® of Vakpatiraja I.
He was a very brave, charitable and illustrious ruler. He sub-
dued a Tomar leader allied with a certain king Lavana and
kept many prisoners in his prison.? He also defeated a
Muhammadan general named Hatim.® He built a beautiful
temple of Siva at Pushkar. He was subordinate to the Im-
perial Pratiharas (Devapala or Vijayapala) of Kanauj, and had
three sons named Vigraharaja, Diirlabharaja, and Govindaraja.'t
15. Vigraharaja (II). He was theson % of Simharaja and
was a very valiant ruler. He restored the fortune of his

1 Ibid., Canto V, verses 31-32.
2 ARAYRAGY T AR |
ST TfmiTgEEE SRy 0 (3]

3 Ep._ Ind., Vol. 11, p. 121, verse 14.
4 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto V, verse 37.

5 gaatmufacrsivg w9rg <7 gfHam |
fea™ sad@rargTUEw wwa: 1 [4o]

Ibid., Canto V.

o Ibid., Canto V.
8 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto V, verse 43.
7 Ep. Ind., Vol. II, p. 121, v. 16.

S WHEE wa: (93] Rafd - - -
fvuw(gawle svC x7 Wy g [8s]

Prithvirajavijaya, Canto V.
9 Ep. Ind., Vol. 11, p. 127, v. 19. ’ vy

10 Hammira Mahakavya, p. 14.
11 Jbid., Vol. 11, p. 118. Also Ind. Ant., Vol. 57, p. 184,
12 GefFuRTsiE Fracry @ty fiyw: |

FAET YRTATIiag xavag o (9]

Prithvi‘., Canto V.
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family and extended his sway as far as Narmada.! He attacked
the Chaulukya king Milaraja I (S 1017-52) of Gujarat and
forced him to retire to the fortress of Kantha (Kanth Kot)
in Cutch.2 He received the name khurarajo ghorandhakara,
i.e., producer of darkness by the dust of the heels of his horses.
He was kind even towards his enemies. He built a temple
of the goddess Asapuri at Bhrigukachchha (Broach).® His
inscription is dated S. 1030 (A.D. 973); consequently the date
of Chahamana, the 14th predecessor of him, would fall in the
last quarter of the 7th century A.D., taking an average of 20
years for each ruler. :

16. Durlabharaja (II). He was the younger brother® of
Vigraharafa II. The name of his minister was Madhava. He
was different from his namesake who harassed Mahendra, the
Chauhan ruler of Nadol.? He was called Du:langhyameru.

17. Govindaraja (II). He was the youngest brother® of
Vigraharaja II. Also called Gandu and Gangadeva. He suc-
ceeded Durlabharaja and his fame was sung by many a poet.
He is said to have defeated Sultan Mahmid.”

18. Vikpatirdja (II). He was the son and successor® of
Govindaraja II. Also called Vallabharaja. He was a great
warrior and killed the Guhila ruler Ambaprasada of Aghata
(Ahada, the old capital of Méwar).® He made his reign ex-

1 GAANTEAY FaGefaaar |
AW [WEF T FfnatataaEg | [4e)
2 Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. I, pt. L, p. 158.
8 FYTETWIGTIIAT IR § HTH 74 |
AT Fwgaa gt I [43]
4 A FTENTSTIHZ ST ATHATH: |
ATCtat gad Iw §xF wgATaaq | [48)
5 Ep. Ind., Vol. XI, p. 68.
o guify Wadtanfreds fagan |

g M= THILEGA I [44]
Ppithvi®., Canto V.

Ibid., Canto V.

Prithvi®., Canto V.

Prithvi®,, Canto V.

7 Qaudavaho, Introduction, p. cxxxvii. If the Sultdn be Mahmiid
Ghazni, then the event probably took place in A.D. 1025 on the Sultan’s
way to Somanatha (Duff., p. 113)..

8 FWFTAICACAT GrgawaTaRaT |
afe: earea a9 y[fre ff]Rear | (=)

Ibid., Canto V.
o waETIgTEHIEIEYfE FRgwATTEaq |
FRERwE: gy faafawed: | [ye]
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‘tremely happy for the people. He was called gotrabhida (Indra)
bv his enemies; dakana (fire) by the women of his enemies;
myityw (death) by the warriors of his enemies ; rakshasé$vara
(lord of the demons) by the people of his enemy’s country;
prakﬂsh{ackét(i (noble-minded) by the politicians, sadagati (wind)
by those who sought protection with him and dhanada (Kubera)
by the needy.! His memory was long cherished by the people

after his death.
19. Viryarima. He was the son? of Vakpatiraja II.

Also called Vijayarafja. He was skilful in fighting, but was
accidently killed by the king Bhoja I, (S. 1076-99) of Avanti
Malwa).®

20. Chamundardja. He was the younger brother of
Viryarama. He is said to have ascended the throne according
to Hammire Mahakavye and the Bijolyan Inscription but
not according to Prithvirdjavijaya. He built a temple of Vishnu
at Narapura (Narwar), in memory of his brother Viryarama.*

21. Durlabharija (III). He succeeded Chamundaraja.®
He was also called Disala. He was styled Virasimisha, but was
unfortunately killed in the fighting with the Matangas (Muham-
madans).®* So, his younger brother Vigraharaja had to as-
-gume the rein of government.”

22. Vigraharaja (IIT). He was the younger brother of

fgammeiey 39 ﬁ;f“(w @y |
sarR faarefivegaas Ig=d | [$e]
Ibid., Canto V.
Ambaprasada was the successor of saktikumara, whose inscription

is dated S. 1034.
1 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto V, vv. 61-62,

2 FrITmgREE i e |
afg wegar vwr 9 e faanfaar | [$y]
3 WIRT §Y ATt guI fufag=T |
oY ANEH FY WSty i [€9]
¢ AW FGEUST wfoaw fafoma |
faaiieicgR wrw frmpatd qwmae: 1 (€5
5 WY TRV a: sfanfufi:
UG giaw qrgrw ypzat war 1 [$¢]
+ ATAFIFL gfgatcfeTgama |
wCTAsTATYY fafyar wife w0 [o0]

7 w9 fawusv eiiswgsmar |
WY 9§ W ifran: sfadhea: o o]

Ibid., Canto V

Ibid., Canto V.,

1bid., Canto V.

Ibid., Canto V.

Ibid., Canto V.
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Durlabharaja. Also called Visala. He gave to the Malava
king, Udayaditya (S. 1116-1143), a horse named Saranga, with
whose help the latter conquered the Gurjara king Karna (S.
1120-50).! His wife was Rajadevi.

23 - Prithviraja (I). He was the son 2 of Vigraharaja III.
At Pushkar, he killed seven hundred Chaulukyas, who came
there to rob the Brahmans.®? He built an alms-house on the
way to Somanatha. His wife’s name was Rasalladévi. His
inscription is dated S. 1162.

24. Ajayardja. He was the son* of Prithviraja I. Also
called Ajayadéva, Alhanadeva and Salhana. He was very
brave. He killed three kings, one of whom was named Yaso-
raja.® He conquered the country up to Ujjain, and subdued
the Malava king(?) Sulhana.® He was also very rich. He
filled the country with silver coins.” His queen Somalékha
(Saumalladévi) coined money every day.! He built many
reservoirs of water in. the temples of gods and completely
subdued the Muhammadans.® He founded the town of Ajaya-
meru (Ajmer), which was then superior to Lanka and
Dvarika.l® Having founded this town and seated his son

| gTEFTE g% 9 T2 @ WA |
g vae faairey: sl i [os)
oI qET ® qRT TG 7@ |
T a0 AwETA | [oF]
2 PRTSHAGHNA — —w — THA |
FRICAGETY e FATC weAfew] p (o]

3 Ppithvirajavijaya, Canto V, verse 81.
¢ FHRKHAITSHFIT FFLIHA |
FIETIlgN: Sew® S a7 | [=3]

o J.B.A.S.,'Vo.l_. LV, pt. I, p. 41, verse 15.
8 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto V, v. 85. Sulhana, according to the-
Bijolyan Ins. was the commander of the army, see n. 3, above.

€ c AN Ca- £ <
7 9 ZATHTYSI wUSH: vgggd |
N < N <
A7 GauRgEa a‘ﬁama{(aa: N [==]
- - . n <
8 grRarar f9argy s weae: |
gy @ d@v suga guEE | [¢0]

Ibid., Canto V.,

Ibid., Canto V.

. ] Ibid., Canto V.
» gPITTTYFUARIAII=EALT |

GRATSTATHATATAF ASTIZT | [123]
Ibid., Canto V.

10 vaSETEATE 918 99 GUE: |

@ ¥ yusvrdn agedd T @A [tRe]
Ibid., Canto V.
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(Arnoraja) on the throne, he went to Heaven. Henceforth
Ajmer became the capital.

B. Tae CHAUHANS OF AJMER.

95. Arnordja. He was son of Ajayaraja by his wife
Somalekha.! Also called Anaka, Anaka and Annalladéva. He
made Ajmer his capital. The first invasion of the Muhamma-
dans on Ajmer seems to have been made during his reign. He
completely vanquished the Muhammadans and killed a large
aumber of them.? Those Muhammadans who came to Ajmer
through the desert were extremely thirsty, and died after drink-
ing the blood of horses. The dead bodies of the Muhammadans
that were piled up on the road were burnt by the villagers for
fear of bad smell being spread up all around. In order to purify
the place, where the Muhammadans were killed, he constructed
a lake, which was filled up with the water of the river Indu
(Chandra.)® He also fought twice with the Solanki ruler Kuma-
rapila (S. 1199-1230) of Gujarat.* He built a temple of Varune
a in the name of his father Ajayaraja. He married the
princess Sudhava of Avichi (without waves i.e., Marwar) and with
Kaiichanadsvi, the daughter of the king Siddharaja Jayasimha
of Gujarat. He had three sons from Sudhava, two of whom
were named Jagadéva and Vigraharaja, and one son named
Somésvara from Kanchanadévi® His inscription is dated S.
1196.
26. Jagadéva. He was the son of Arndraja by his wife
Sudhava of Marwar. He rendered to his father the same
service as Bhrigunandana (i.e., Parasurama) had done to his
mother, and went out like a dipa (Indian lamp) leaving behind

Vanaling

1 A H SgaE SwifingN SThee |
< _. = o
Ibid., Canto V.

: FufeaEeFRE awigara: FCTEATE |
wrAR T T e e | (8]
Ibid,, Canto VI.
3 FafE AT 7’ st widfsgmfgmaag |
warCaR e e eyt wzrw 1 (3]
7 g A=ifrdtd=a sfeer)
wircaf@AfET g aar qzmw aagfc T (RR]

This lake is now called Anasagar and the river as the Bandi River,
Ibid., Canto VI
1 Ind. Ant., Vol. 56, pp. 10-11.
5 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto VI, vv. 20-34.
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a bad smell.!  For the reason of his being a parricide, it appears,
his name is omitted in Pyithvirajavijaye and in the Bijolyan
Inscription. 2

27. Vigraharaja (IV). He was the younger brother of
Jagadsva. Also called Visaladéva. He was a very powerful
monarch. He conquered the land between the Vindhya and
the Himalayas, and by repeatedly driving out the Muham-
madans, made Aryavarta once more the abode of the Aryas.3
He conquered Delhi, made it the residence of the Chauhans,
and extended his sway as far as Asika (Hansl) in the Punjah.*
He defeated Vastu Pala (?), destroyed Nadol and set fire to
Javalipura (Jalor in Marwar).® He was very learned and a
patren of learning. He composed the Sanskrit drama called
Harakeli Nataka and got this as well as the drama called Lalita
Vigraharaja Nataka, composed by his court-poet Somésvara, in-
Scribed on slabs, some of which are now preserved in the Raj-
putana Museum, Ajmer.- He built a Sanskrit College at Ajmer,
which is now called Adhai-din-ka-jhonpra and which was con-
verted into a mosque in S. 1256 (A.D. 1200) by Shihabu-d-din
Ghuri. He was also very charitable. He gave gold to the
Brahmans and weighed against precious metals ten times. At
the time of his death, he was pleased to learn the news of two
sons being born to his brother (Somésvara).® He was called
‘Kavibandhava’ (¢.e., friend of poets). With his death this
name?’ disappeared. His inscriptions are dated S.1210-1211
and 1220,

28. Aparagangéya. He was the son of Vigraharaja 1V,
Also called Amaraganggya, Gangapila, Gangadeva and Amara-
gangu. He seems to have died shortly after his father’s death.®

1 SUAGYAIGAGLA AT AW AwATIN |
sfaarg sreale ward fagd gi wgw=e swar o [2%]
Canto VII,

2 The same is the case with Udayasirmha I of Mewar, who being a
murderer of his father Kuinbha, is not-enlisted by the bards among the
rulers of Mewar.

© 8 Ind. Ant., Vol. 19, p- 216.

4 Ind. Ant., Vol. 19, p. 217. ~ Also Vol. 57, p. 11.

5 J.A.8.B., Vol. LV, pt. I, p. 42, V. 25.

8 W9 I gA 19T AMAAT 4IY |

s faaeTsta aaree faarfeme i [43)
E=Y . - .
7 D8 A 1A gHIRTRIHST: |
FfAITH T ywrawy w7 | [44]
Prithvirdjavijaya, Canto VIIL
s gAvQYCATEAT fay s <famear |

wafd <fadw@ v@tcsie gwgar | [4s]
Ibid , Canto VIIL
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29. Prithvibhata. He was the son of Jagadéva. Also
called Prithviraja (II) and Péthadadeva. He, too, seems to
have died soon after the death of his uncle Vigraharaja.! He is
said to have gained victory over the king of Sakarmbhari
(probably Aparagangeya). Since his death the Royal Dignity
left the line of Sudhava and wished to visit Somésvara. The
ministers, therefore, brought Somésvara along with his two sons 2
(Prithviraia and Hariraja) to the Sapadalaksha country (the
cofmtry ruled over by the Chauhans) and Karpiiradsvi (Someés-
vara’s wife) entered the city of Ajayameru (Ajmer) with her two
sons.® His inscriptions are dated 8. 1224, 1225, and 1226.

© 30. Someévara. He was the son of Arporaja by his wife

Kafichanadsvi of Gujarat. While an infant, his grandfather,
Siddharaja Jayasimha (S. 1150-99) of Gujarat, on hearing from
the astrologers that he would be an incarnation of Rama to per-
form certain duties, took him to his court,* and it was Kumara-
pala, the successor of Jayasimha, who brought up the child and
thus made his name kumarapala significant.® He was very
brave. Having snatched off the knife from the king of Konkan
(Mallikarjuna S, S. 1078 and 1082) while in the act of jump-
ing from one elephant to another, he cut off his head with
it.® He received the name Pratapalankesvara. He married
Karpiiradévi, daughter of the (Kalachuri) king of Tripuri
(Tevara near Jubbulpura).” He built as many palaces as his
brother Vigraharaja had destroyed hill-fortresses, and in the
midst of them built the big temple of Vaidyanatha. In that
temple, he set up an effigy of his father seated on horseback and
in the front of it set up his own image made of metal.8 He also
set up the images of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahésa at one place
in a temple. He built five temples at Ajmer and severa] others
at the village Ganganaka (modern Gangvana, 9 miles N.E. of
Ajmer). Where his father and brother had built only palaces,
he founded a town and named it after his father.? His wife
Karpiiradévi also founded a town.!? He gave the village of
Révana to Pardvanatha. Having placed his minor son Prithvi-
raja under the protection of Karpiradévi, he went to Heaven.1!
Inscriptions of his time are dated S. 1226, 1228, 1229, 1230, and
1234.

1 sarAgfhaaTd gl sasg: |

furdfcaesnfy sa@ sfuave: | [44] _
& Ibid., Canto VIII.

2 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto VIII, vv. 57-58.

8 Ibid., Canto VIII, v. 59.

4 Ibid., Canto VI, vv. 34-35. i .

5 Ibid., Canto VII, v. 11. 6 Ibid., Canto VII, 15.

7 Ibid., Canto VII, v. 16. 8 Ibid., Canto VIII, vv. 66-67.
9 Ibid., Canto VIII, v. 63. 10 Ib 34.

11 Ibid., Canto VIII, vv. 72-73.

OWTE OF Apy N
\\\%\\-‘/— —_ AQ‘\’M&\

$/'/ Acc. No,éowd, 3

N e 1/
A
S TN

i I ot ' i e




196 Journal of the Asialic Society of Bengal. [N.S., XXV,

3l. Prithviraja (III). He was the son of Somésvara,
As .a,]read.y spoken, he was a minor when his father died. So,
during his minority, his mother Karparadévi managed the
affm}'s of the state with the help of the minister Kadambavasa.!
During her regency, perfect happiness reigned in the country.
When Prithviraja grew up, he attained all the qualifications
beﬁtting a prince. He became dexterous in archery and the
use of sword and gained several victories. He received a great
help in the person of Bhuvanaikamalla,? the brother of his
mother’s father, and in the minister Kadambavasa. With
their help he did many things for the welfare of the people.?
He laid siege to Gudapura, which was taken possession of by
Nagarjuna, son of his uncle Vigraharaja IV, and put him
to flight.* He then brought Nagarjuna’s mother to Ajmer
a]ong with other warriors in chains, and placed the heads
of his enemies on the battlements of the fort of Ajmer.5 He
dgfeated in S. 1239 (A.D. 1182) the Chandeéla king Paramardi-
déva of Jejakabhukti (Mahoba).8 He determined to destroy the
Muhammadans, when the latter took possession of Nadval
(Nadol in Marwar).” On hearing that he resolved to destroy
the Muhammadans, the mléchchha king Gori (Muhammad Ghuri)
sent a messenger to his court.® He then fought a battle
against Muhammad Ghuri at Tarain 1191 A.D. and utterly
defeated him. Shihabu-d din Ghuri badly wounded returned to
Ghazni but next year, he retured to India with a large force
and encountered Prithvirdja near Thanésar. Prithviraja was
captured in the battle that ensued, and put to death shortly
afterwards in 1192 A.D.° Ghuri then went to Ajmer, took
posgession of it and, on the promise of a punctual payment of
a tribute, delivered over the country to Govindaraja, son of
Prithviraja.® Hijs inscriptions are dated S. 1236, 1239, 1244,
and 1245,

32. Hariraja. He was the brother of Prithviraja (III).
Also called Hémraj and Hirdj. On hearing that Gdvindaraja
had accepted to pay a tribute to the Sultan, he expelled his
nephew from Ajmer and forced him to take shelter at Ran-
thambhor, where the latter founded a separate kingdom for
himself.)* There too, he aftacked Govindarija, who soon
received help from Qutubu-d-din Ibak, who marched in person
towards Ranthambhor, Hariraja, therefore, was obliged to
retreat to Ajmer. But, not long afterwards he was attacked

1 Ibid., Canto IX, v. 38. i

2 Ibid., Canto 1X, v. 68. 3 Ibid., Canto IX, v. 89.

4 Ibid., Canto X, vv. 7, 8, and 32.

5 Ibid., Canto, X, vv. 36 and 38.

6 Ep. Ind., Vol. V., Kielhorn’s Northern List, No. 176,

7 Prithvirajavijaya, Canto X, v. 50. 8 Ibid., Canto X, vv, 40-42.
9 Brigg's Ferishta, Vol. 1, pp. 172-77, 10 Ibid., pp. 177-78.

N Ep. Ind., Vol. XIX, p. 47 n. 1.
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by Qutubu-d-din and a battle was fought in 1194 A.D., in
which he sustained defeat, after which he sacrificed himself
in the flames of a pyre! Qutubu-d-din then appointed a
Muhammadan Governor of Ajmer, which henceforth came under
the direct rule of the Muhammadans and ceased to Le the capital
of the Chauhans. Harirdja’s wife was Pratapadevi and his
inscription is dated S. 1251.

C. THE CHAUHANS OF RANTHANBHOR.

33. Govindaraja. As has been said above, Govindaraja
being driven out of Ajmer by his uncle Hariraja, established
a kingdom at Ranthambhor and thus became the founder
of the Chauhans of Ranthambhor. Since his time Ranthambhor
became the capital of the Chauhans.

34. Bialhanadéva. He succeeded Govindardja and was
a tributary to the Sultan Shamsu-d-din Altmash (A. D. 1210-
35). He had two sons named Pralhidadéva and Vagbhata.?

35. Pralhadadéva. He was the elder son of Balhanadeva.
He was a just king and ruled mildly. He was placed on
the throne during his father’s lifetime and his younger brother
Vagbhata was appointed to the post of prime minister. He
died of wounds caused by a lion in a hunting expedition. 3

36. Viranarayana. He was the son of Pralhadadéva.
He was haughty and imperious. He fought a battle with the
Sultan Jalalu-d-din of Delhi A.D. 1290-95), in which neither
party obtained the advantage. Jalalu-d-din, however, received
the presence of Viranirayana to Delhi through a stratagem,
where after a few days he was poisoned and killed.# Conse-
quently, Ranthambhor fell into the hands of Jalalu-d-din.

37. Vagbhata. He was the younger brother of Pralhada-
déva. Also called Vahada. Being touched to the quick by
some harsh words of his nephew Viranarayana, he went
to Malwa. After gaining possession of Ranthambhar, Jalalu-d-
din sent a message to the Milwa king that Vagbhata should
be put to death. The king of Malwa lent a willing ear to this
proposal, but Vagbhata soon discovered the plot. He then
murdered the king of Malwi and possessing himself of the
throne, gathered an army, and marched towards Ranthambhar.
The Muhammadan garrison was made to vacate the fort and
he became master of Ranthambhor. He then stationed large
forces at different parts of the country along the frontier and
thus kept off the enemies. He died after a happy reign of

twelve years® He was twice attacked by Ulugh Khan
(brother of ¢<Alan-d-din).%

1 Elliot: History of India, Vol. II, pp. 225-26. )

2 Ind. Ant., Vol, VIII, p. 62. 3 Ibid., p. 62.

4 Ibid., p. 63. 5 Ibid., p. 63-64,
8 Ep. Ind., Vol. XIX, p. 47.
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38. Jaitrasithha was the son of Vagbhata. He defeated
in a battle Jayasitoha III of Malwa and also a ruler of Amber.
He handed down the government to his son Hammira and went
away as a religious recluse. He had two other sons named
Surattrana and Virama, who were great warriors.! He died in
S. 1339 (A.D. 1283).

39. Hammira. He was the son of Jaitrasithha, as already
spoken. He was the last Chauhan king of Ranthambhor, and
was endowed with all the qualities of a ruler. He carried
a series of successful expeditions against Gadhamandala,
Ujjain, Chitrakata (Chitor), Abd, Vardhanapura (Badnor), ete.,
and defeated Arjunavarma II, and Bhojaraja II of Malwa.?
He was first attacked by Ulugh Khan, younger brother of
’Alav’ddin in vain, and then by ’Alau’ddin (A.D. 1296-1315)
himself, who after treacherously winning over to his side
Hammira’s officers named Ratipala, Ranamalla and others,
succeeded in reducing Hammira to a miserable plight. Ham-
mira, however gave battle with his few remaining followers and
fell in it pierced with shafts. With his own hand he severed his
head from his body.? Thus the rule of the Chauhans at Ran-
thambhor came to an end with Hammira’s death in A.D. 1301.
His inscription is dated S. 1345.

After the fall of Ranthambhor, it is said, the descendants
of Hammira migrated towards Gujarat, as may also be concluded
from the discovery of an inscription, dated Samvat 1525 (A.D.
1469). of the time of the Chauhan king Jayasimhadéva in Guja-
rat. It mentions the names of twelve predecessors of Jayasimha-
déva, commencing with Ramad@va, who, therefore, appears to
be a near relative of Hammira. Ramadéva established his
capital at Champaner, which remained so till the time of Jaya-
simha, in whose reign it was conquered by the Sultan Mahmad-
Begdha of Gujarat. Jayasimha was defeated and put to death
shortly afterwards on his refusal to embrace Islam. His grand-
sons, Prithviraja and Dungarfi, however, went away and found-
ed the houses of Chotd Udayapur and Baria (Bombay) respec-
tively. The Chauhans of these places seem to be thus connected
with the celebrated Prithviraja of Ajmer and the house of
Sambhar.*

Thus we see that the Chauhans were a mighty race of
rulers who had established their rule in Marwar before the im-
perial Pratihdras of Kanauj. They, at first, seem to have been
independent rulers but later on, had to accept subordination to

1 Ind. Ant., Vol. VIII, p. 64.

2 Ibid., p. 64 and Ep. Ind., XIX, pp. 47-48.

8 Ind. Ant., Vol. VIII, pp. 65-73.

4 Ind. Ant., Vol. VI, pp. 1-4.

5 The Chauhans appear to have established their power in Marwar
about.the time when the fule of the Chavdas in Marwar was on the wane
n "'llP’f"‘%l"' quarter of the 8th century A.D. (See dnte, Vol. LVII, p. 182.)
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the Pratiharas, when the latter became the paramount sovereign
in Northern India. After the decay of the Imperial Prati-
haras, however, these Chauhans of Sambhar became the sove-
reign rulers in India. Prithviraja IIT of Ajmer, belonging
to - the  main line of Sambhar was the last Hindu emperor
of India. Even after the death of Prithviraja, this line of the
Chauhans continued to rule with sufficient power up to a com-
paratively later period, while their contemporary rulers, wiz.,
the Solankis of Gujarat, the Parmaras of Malwa, etc., dwindled
into insignificance. From the main line of Sambhar, however,
other branches of the Chauhéns, such as the Chauhans of Nadol,
Sirohi, Bundi, etc., sprang up, which will be dealt with later on.
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