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THE VATAKANIKA OF VARAHAMIHIRA*

MwM. DRr. P. V. KANE
National Professor of Sanskrit, Bombay

The following works of the famous astronomer and astrologer
Varahamihira are known to students of Sanskrit literature on astrology
and astronomy :

(1) Brhajjataka. Printed several times with Utpala’s commentary,

(2) Laghujataka. Edited by H. Jacobi. A Ms., with Utpala’s
commentary is in the Bhadkamkar collection of Mss. in the
Bombay University Library. _

(3) Brhatsamhita. (a) Text edited by H. Kern. (b) Text with the
exhaustive commentary of Utpala edited in two volumes by
Mm. Sudhakara Dvivedi.

(4) Samasasarmhita. No edition, but quotations therefrom occur
in Utpala’s commentaries, in Adbhutasagara of Ballalasena
(p. 14) etc. .

(5) Paficasiddhantika (A Karana summarizing the elements of
five astronomical works called Siddhantas). Edited by Thibayt
and Sudhakara Dvivedi.

(6) Yogayatra. (a) Published by Jagadish Lal in 1944 from
defective Ms. (b) Published in Indische Studien, X. 161-2123
XIV. 312-358, XV. 167-84, transliterated text of nine chapters
with German translation and notes by H. Kern. (c) Mss TS
the Bhau Daji collection with Utpala’s commentary .Iln
chapters in about 467 verses. - 16

(7) Brhad-yogayatra. Ms. in the Bhau Daji Collection ip
library of the Asiatic Society, Bombay, with the commentthe

of Utpala. 34 chapters in about 520 verses on yatra, ary

(8) Tikkazxika,asméll work on yatra, in 9 chapters, ip ab
100 verses. Edited by V. R. Pandit in the ""“rnalout
the Bombay University, XX. ii. (1951) 40-63, of

It will appear from the following discussion that Varahamip;

. . 1
wrote another work called Vatakanika on portents, prognosticatj -
dreams, $antis etc. King Ballalasena composed five works called 55 s,

8arq
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2 P. V. KANE

on Acara, Pratistha, Vrata, Dana and Adblzuta.' The last was printed
in 1905. The Adbhutsagara was commenced in Saka 1090 (1168 A.D.)
and was completed by his son Laksmanasena. The Danasagara has been
recently published in the Bib. Ind. scries in four parts by Dr. Bhabatosh
Bhattacharya, The other three are known from quotations alone.

The Adbhutasagara (on p. 570) cites the following verse of Varaha

from the Vatakanika stating that prognostications should not be derived
from birds when they are diseased, terrified etc.

FERHEE | TE—
ELARIIESERERENRR A R e e S
daraag=aRa’® |9 9 faaar agacwsg 0
Utpala on Brhatsamhita 85.25,
ERUATIRTHEAT: FRTTHigm: |
HITIARTT FA[ 7 AT [FAT: &, (|

says; I d— FFEAL...... 59 ||

On p. 5 the Adbhutasagara quotes a verse from Vatakanika without
adding the author’s name :

qZH TR T —
sefafEuaia: s §8ea: g sana: |
fafsmaieaw gl gead wafa
On the same page the 4dbhutasagara first sets out its own verse :
SFnwR At ggffafaaag
sfgaagiea=gsaT: saigarasn: |

Then it explains—SAISATIAGAGATICNAG Frawara | 77 @@ ‘4: Sk
fowater: smor: d@may gg (afr 4) aewforrat axew SEEes: 97 aRT

This verse fist quoted above from Vatakanika and another quoted
below establish that Vatakanika was a work of Varahamihira and that
on the same topic (what birds are not to be employed for Sakunas) we
have three almost identical verses from the three works of Varaha, viz.,

Brhatsammhita, Samasasamhita and Vatakanika. On Brhatsarmhita 45.5.
Utpala quotes the following verse from Samasasarhita ;

7: gzfafrmate: aq: g8ma: g sam@:
fafamaizsrady adiat geaq wafa 0

It would be noted that the verse from the Samasasamhita is the
same as that from the Vatakapika, except that the former employs
the word sarvah for the word prayah in the latter. It is therefore
clear that the Samasasaimhita is a different work from the Vatakanika
and the author of both is Varghamihira. -
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About 120 verses are cited in the Adbhutasagara from the
Vatakanika, most of which are aryas, about a dozen in Upajati or
Indravajra, a few in Vasantatilaka and a few in Anustubh. Another note-
worthy feature is that the Adbhutasagara in several places cites the same
verses as occurring in both Vatakanika and Brhatsamhita (vide pp. 368
where a verse in Malini metre is so quoted immediately followed by a
verse from Vatakanika alone, p. 716, where three verses in Upajati are
quoted from both works). The Samasasamhita is very rarely quoted
in the Adbhutasagara. Utpala on Brhatsaihita quotes about 125 verses
from Samasasamhita, but I have not been able to find any verse irom
Vatakanika quoted in Utpala’s commentary on Brhatsamhita. The
commentaries of Utpala on all other works of Varahamihira must be
carefully studied, for they might yield further information on
Vatakanika,
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