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THE VA TA KA~UKA OF VARAHAMIHIRA * 

MM, DR. P. V. KANE 
National Professor of Sanskrit, Bombay 

The following works of the famous astronomer and astrologer 
Varahamihira are known to students of Sanskrit literature on astrology 
and astronomy : 

(1) Brhajjlltaka. Printed several times with Utpala's commentary. 
(2) Laghujlifaka. Edited by H . Jacobi. A Ms. with Utpala's 

commentary is in th() Bhadkamkar collection of Mss. in the 
Bombay University Library. 

(3) Brhatsamhitll. (a) Text edited by H. Kern. {b) Text with the 
exhaustive commentary of Utpala edited in two volumes by 
Mm. Sudhakara Dvivedi. 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Samlisasamhitil. No edition, but quotations therefrom occur 
in Utpala's commentaries, in Adbhutasiigara of Balla1asena 
(p. 14) etc. 

Pancasiddhantikli (A Karar;za summarizing the elements of 
five astronomical works called Siddhantas). Edited by Thibaut 
and Sudhakara Dvivedi. 

Yogayatrli. (a) Published by Jagadish Lal in 1944 from 
defective Ms. (b) Published in Indische Studien, X. 161-2!
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XIV 312-358, XV. 167-84, transliterated text of nine cha t ' 
· . Pers 

with German translation and notes by H. Kern. (cj Ms . 
.. 11 . . h s. in 

the Bha~ DaJ1 co ect1on wit Utpala's commentary. 
16 chapters m about 467 verses. 

Brhad-yogaylltrli. Ms. in the Bhau Daji Collection • 
. . S . B in the library of the As1at1c oc1ety, om bay, with the comm 
h . entary 

of Utpala. 34 c apters m about 520 verses on ylitra. 

Tikkanika, a small work on ylltrli, in 9 chapters ,·
0 

b 
· . . ' a out 

100 verses. E<ilted by V. R. Pandit in the Journ 
1 

the Bombay University, XX. ii. (1951) 40-63. a of 

It will appear from the following discussion that Varaham·h· 
· k 'k I ua wrote another work called Vata ar;zz ii on portents, prognosticat· 

. -1 ions dreams sllntis etc. K10g Balla asena composed five works called S"' ' 
• ~gara 

*Paper submitted to the 21st Se&Sion of the All-India Oiiental C f 
on eren S1inagar, 1961. ce, 
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on Aclirli, Prati!ifhli, Vrata, Dana and Adbhuta., The last was printed 
in 1905. The Adbhutsagara was commenced in Saka 1090 (1168 A.D .) 
and was completed by his son Lak$macyasena. The Dlinasllgara has been 
recently published in the Bib. Ind. series in four parts by Dr. Bhabatosh 
Bhattacharya. The other three are known from quotations alone, 

The Adbhutasagara (on p. 570) cites the following verse of Varaha 
from the Vatakal}ika stating that prognostications should not be derived 
from birds when they are diseased, terrified etc. 

q?;'-fif~t cm~:-
iPi,JilU<Tll'{cl'mcl'it'ff, uct~~f.ta.'forr =q- 1 

!it'htFwf~ftaT~ ~~ .=r . R~ ~~~ II 
Utpala on Brhatsamhita 85.25, 

a~~rt1~<:13f~dl: <6ci~lffl4ifiifarlr: I 

ani:mr-=aftaT ifflT ii mw: ~: ma:. 11 
says : ~ ~- ~mu ...... ~ 11 

On p. 5 the Adbhutasligara quotes a verse from Vatakatzikll without 
adding the author's name : 

c!e<iifurcfil~-

J;f~fcl'f<tq<i1~: SIT.:f: ~ijqa: ~ a~rcl': I 

feyfcmTJ-ff~~lcl') .:f~'i'I~ ~m;) <T'=i@ II 

On the same page the .4dbhutasagara first sets out its own verse : 

i~~<6TR iRllffi .:fc{l:fr@~ef~'l_ I 

am.mcfr~~ij~: q.:fl.:fc!T'<i<fiT: II 

Then it explains-'gla1S~Tr.:ro.J~lTTl_~~3 aRrJ<Wcl' I ~<:I ~ '11: Slfi@• 

fcttp:ifu: ~= ~eyqa-:' ~Ji (~ ~) cra~i cm~ ~:~: ~~ ~fu 1 

This verse fiist quoted above from Vatakal')lkli and another quoted 
below establish that Vatakal')ika was a work of Varahamihira and that 
on the same topic (what birds are not to be employed for sakunas) we 
have three almost identical verses from the three works of Varaha, viz., 
Brhatsamhita, Samasasamhita and Vatakar:iika. On Brhatsamhita 45.5. 
Utpala quotes the following verse from Samasasamhitli: 

~: Sl'lifcl'fcr1<1fa: ijt ~a_l'1cl': ~ '3Nl<f: I 

fey@1Tcl.,f~Rn <!~'ITT: ~~u ~mr n 
It would be noted that the verse from the Samasasamhitll is the 

same as that from the Vatakal')ika, except that the former employs 
the word sarvaf:t for the word priiya!J in the latter. It is therefore 
clear that the Samasasa,nhltll is a different work from the Vafaka'f}ikll 
and the author of both is Varahamihira. 
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Abo·ut 120 verses are cited in the Adbhutasllgara from the 
Vataka1)ikl1, most of which are lirylls, about a dozen in Upajllti or 
Indravajrll, a few in Vasantatilakll and a few in Anu~tubh. Another note
worthy feature is that the Adbhutasllgara in several places cites the same 
verses as occurring in both Va(aka1Jikli and Btlzatsainhitli (vide pp. 368 
where a verse in Malini metre is so quoted immediately followed by a 
verse from Vafaka{iikli alone, p. 716, where three verses in Upajatl are 
quoted from both works). The Samasasainhitll is very rarely quoted 
in the Adbhutasligara. Utpala on Brhatsa,nhlti1 quotes about 125 verses 
from Samasas_a,nhitli, but I have not been able to find any verse rrom 
Va(akal)ikli quoted in Utpala'& commentary on Brhatsainhitll. The 
commentaries of Utpala on all other works of Varahamihira must be 
carefully studied, for they might yield further information on 
Vataka1Jika. 
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