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eyes of those who 

wam Lo wage tne war, establishes that if he came out he 
would become the rallying centre of pacifism. No 
higher tribute could be paid to a Christ than the Cross. 
No higher tribute could be given to Gandhiji than that 
wars could not be safely waged without his being 
entombed. 

· From this point of view I have no doubt that this 
book will serve a useful purpose. 

K. M. MUJ'\SHI 
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Men and Women of the United Nations 
who have taken up the challenge of 
the dark forces of Evil and Tyranny. 
We are all in the fight against Fascism 

and dedicate our lives to the building 
and ensuring of a brave new world. 
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iNTRODUCTi6N 

~EVER in the history of Indian Nationalism has the 
00 Congress been so completely gagged and outlawed. 

The way in which its motives have been maligned 

and its intentions misrepresented is tragic. 

All that has been written and said against Congress 
Leaders is like the opening speech of the prosecution 
counsel. 

The tragedy becomes more poignant when even the 
semblance of a facility is denied to _the accused to defend 
their case or refute and deny the charges framed. 

As a student of Indian Politics I have taken upon 
myself to present " The Congress Case." Officially I hold 
no brief for the great patriotic organisation. Hence the 

book is an unprejudiced account of the last four critical 
years in Indian national life. It is unaffected by party 
politics and every aspect of the situation is weighed in 

the Historian 's balance and adjudged from the viewpoint 
which every freedom-loving individual has. 

I thank Miss Dhanwanti Chandra for spending so 
much . of her valuable time in reading the proofs of this 
book. Though she is as yet .an apprentice in the fascinat­
ing profession ,--of journalism, she has the enviable knack 
and gift of putting her finger on every mistake of grammar 

or misuse of an idiom. 



TO CHURCHILL 
You are a hero of the combatative hour. 

But you should not 1 )Ok at only one aspect of 
the situation; let not the ardour of your one• . . . 

pointed zeal exercise-a perilous spell 9n you. Even 
Nehru has paid you the glowing and-richly deser~ 
ved tribute : ,Ch1,rchiJl's lea~e~ship is brillia;nt 
in the sense thaf it has kept the. morale of the 
British people," but Imperialism runs .in your 
blood and that is why Nehru said that your, 
"leadership is a dead weight in the sense of the 
real psychqlogical leadership of the world.""" 

. . 
When the final verdict of History is passed, 

let it not be pr motmced that you acted as 
a Shylock of the British dependencies. 
Re~~1:nber the words of H . J. Laski that, "A 
nation can justly stand as trustee of anpther 
people when it can be shown that no vested 
interest of its own is safegaurded by that trus• 
tees hip." 

You preferred to jump across the Atlantic 
and made frie,nds with America which once 
revolted against your country; you shook hand$ 
with Stalin whose doctrines are incompatible 
with t_be system you -uphold, maintain and work 
for ; you promised help to China with whom 
you had no previous connection and whose 
name was not respectable enough to be men­
tioned in the London society ; but you do 
not show any broadmindedness in -dealing 
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TO CHURCHILL 

with India which never revolted and in the 
words of Gandhi that "nakjd faqir" whom yon 
unfortunately detest, ''had no desire to score 
off Britain, while .the latter was . ~~ffering from 
the fury of the' Nazi onslaught." ~ 

Indi~ was always prepared to c:ontribut~ fts . 
all for the eradication of the pestilen!Ge : 'of the 
gruesome' tyqmy

1 

of .tlie _Na~i5. arici' share ,the: 
joys, ~o"i-i-ows · arid trihulations of _the _Allied ' 
Nations but instead · of p.~r hearty co-operation 
yo~ _preferre·d her pas~ive · ,· acquiescehc~~ s_ulleti '._ 
submission and disgruntled co"'.operation in.stead , 

, T • 1 • • -

of' fnll-blocded comn,id,e_sh_ip . · . 
- . 

, · It wo_uld. have been better if · you. had 
appealed · to India's love-of freedom~ peace and · 
democracy than to her fear of the dreadful 
consequences of a Fascist victory. 'Inl:lia~s . de- . 
spite their good · wishes . for England . in 'her 
sacred and perilous ··fight against Fascism· wen( 
forced to say, thae it was but a..: slave own'~i:-'s-1 

. . ' 
argument. 

At a moment of dire pedl -you . o.ffered· i 
Union with France to its Government, perhaps·: 
the largest proposal of c~nstitµtion.al change! in 
English _ history. Dill ·you not :Pt ~~is~ ap.cl 
grant Independence 

I 

to Syria when it was a . 
bloody theatr_e of war·? . 

But towards India you remain the same 
diehard of diehards. • To-day your life's ambi- ' 
tion• as · expressed ,11by you long time ·ba.ck 
"sooner or later to crush Ga11dhi and Con:gress·· 
and all they stand for," :is outwordly being · 
realized. . 
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TO C:HUR,_CHILL 
- • .. I 

Your policy may be app~rently s11ccessful ; 
you may' hi~e the temporary elation: in stifling 
,the 'voice 'of I~d_ia and dec~ptive 'pride in . ~is-

' ' 
representing The .Congress Case but Gap.dhi 

, , I -· ,, • • ' ' 

. can well say : , . 

That which ,the w·orld miscalls a jail 
a private clo~~t. is t_o . me, 

Whilst , fl-- go_od cons~i~nce is_ my bail, ,. _ 
~- and i~noc~J1Ce my iliberty ; • 

Locks, bats~ ·auci . solitude ·together set, , 
I • ! . l · , ~ - • I . '' ' ' , . - - _ -

. . Make· ·me. no priso,?er,1 but an ijnchoret. 
' ) ., :. 

'i. 
:~ORD'ARTHUR CA;E>EL 

'..1 r . 

i',· · Written in Confinement. 
' i , I 

• ' :... j 

,. . ' 

:r ., 

'-L ' I 

.... i . 

· r · 

, I 
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TO ROOSEVELT 
Yours has been the prosperous oasis of 

liberty in the midst of a soul-killing desert of 
savage-like dictatorship. Your Four Freedoms 
inspired and renewed faith in us and fanned . 
the flames of liberty from the smouldering heap 
of despair and abject surrender to slavery. 
But your studious and uncanny silence about 
the restricted sc()pe of the Atlantic Charter as 
given by Churchill after bis visit to America, 
threw a wet blanket on our new born hopes. 

Your public pi:onouncements . about the 
inherent dignity of man to live the life of 
freedom, unmolested by force, ~nd undetereted 
by fear, are pathetica1ly inconsistent with your 
attitude of indifference towards India. She 
expected nothing from Churchill but 
she had pinned her faith in your great and 
glorious Arsenal of Democracy. To-day her 
hopes are shattered, her aspirations smothered 
and even her faith smashed at least for the . 
time being. 

You have heard the story of "rebellion" in 
India from interested propagandists. A grossly 
false picture that the Congress is a pro-Fascist 
organisation has been painted in your country. 
T Le August Resolution which was in substance 
a genuine offer of co-operation with the 
United Nations was .. interpreted by mischievous 
plubiscists as a stab in the back of the Allies. 
Believing in the sincerity of your professions, 
we believe that you have been a victim of 

propaganda. 
Remember the words of Goeth that, ''one 

man's word is no word, we should quietly hear 
both sides." 
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TO JINNAH 

Not long back India was proud of you and 
your talents. In your inspiring speeches she 
heard her sentimen~s expressed and in your 
ideals her aspirations fullfiled. Do you remember 
your Presidential Address at the Muslim League 
Session in 1916 ? Had Lenin, Lincoln and Sun­
yat-Sen been your audience, spontaneously 
~ould they have proclaimed : "Here is a great 
man with lofty ideals, and high hopes, backed by 
sincerity of purpose and determination to 
make sacrifices for their realization." Alas I 
to-day ev4 councils are abro~d and dragon's 
teeth are being sown. 

At a public meeting in the good old days 
you addressed Mohd Ali as Mr. and not as 
Moulana. The people resented the use of this 
prefix. But you st~od firm and with confidence 
asserted that religion should be completely 
divorced from politics. Such wa'S""yeiir sensitive 
I11ind, ----The Co1igress as a mark of appreciation 
for your services built the magnificent Jinnah 
Hall at Bombay. 

Look what propaganda Amery has b_een doing. 
He paints India as a land of warring creeds. He 
makes the wcrld believe that there would be an 
orgy of knife stabbing if British rule is withdrawn 
and that heads will be on pikes and ladies on 
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TO JINNAH 

tumbrils will be marched to the guillotine. Do 
you not realize and feel that this gloomy 
picture is only a piece of political strategy ? 
Because you do . not come to terms with the 
Congress, the two communities are damned and . 
condemned and are laid bare as snarling at 
_each other, ready to cut throats and thirstying · 
for blood. By continuing the deadlock and by 
abusing the Congress you strengthen ·the hands 
of Amery and furnish him with the basis an_d 
premises to build his case for not parting with 
power . 

. Read again the Resolution of the A. I. 
C. C. at Bo~bay . 

. "This Constitution, ·according to the Con­
gress view should be a Federal one with the 
largest measure of autonomy for the federating 
units and with the residuary powers vesting - in 
the units." Mark the words Units instead of 
Provinces ; the resolution did not rule , out the 
Pakistan States. 

I ' , 

In reply to Dr. Syed Abdul Latif, Nehru 
said: ' 

. ,, 

"Personally I must confess to. you that I 
am not enamoured of this as I think the modern 
tendency is against it and rightly so .....• Never­
theless we have ·agreed · to ··· this to meet the 
wishes of any of our friends who consider 
it important." : · · 

. In the light of the ab_ove, can you maintairt 

thaf your demand, so far as it is 1· ust · bas not 
' · 

been conceded ? Even in Russia where the 
minorities or Republics are · supposed . , to have 

X 



TO JINNAH 

been: given .:self-determination the :residuary 
powers are vested in . the . centre. But the. Con­
gress consistent with ,its policy and desire: to 
settle 'the communal tangle went so far as to 
delegate the residury powers to the different 
Units. · :For all practical purposes the Units 
com·prising the · Federation would have been 

Sovereign States . 

. · · As regards the interim arrangements Nehru 
said: 

"The only kind of Provisional Government 
would be a composite Government representing 
the. major parties in Itidia .- to their ·satisfaction, 

namely, th~ · Congress, :the M1islim League and 
important groups. Any person who is respon• 
sible, for making that .Government will have to 
satisfy these groups, otherwise he will have to 
face great . difficulties at a time when the 
gr~atest measure of agreement is _essential." 

Further Gandhiji in endorsing Azad's offer 
that powe·r may be handed over to the Muslim 
League said : 

"The Co?gress will have no objection to 
the British G·overnment transferring all the 
powers it to-day exerc.ises to the Muslim 
League on behalf of the whole of India; includ­

ing the so-called Indian India. And Congress· 

will not only not obstruct any Government that 
the Muslim League may form on behalf of the 
people, but ~ill even join th@ Government in 

running the machinery_ of the Free State." 
.. 
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TO JINNAff 

From the above statements, it is clear 

beyond any shadow of doubt that the Congress 
is prepared to accomodate you b the fullest 
extent. The Congress wants and stands for the 

freedom of India, it does not matter who runs 
the Free State. The Congress is not a party 

with sectarian ideas or sectional policies. It is 

a movement . for the liberation of India. 

And so fa~ as the uitimate determination 
of Indian Constitution is concerned you have 

yourself rightly said : 

" I will agree lo a proviso that the decision 
on the Pakistan issue be registered by a plebis., 
cite of the Indian Muslims at • the time of 
constitution making." 

In spite of this complete surrender on the 
part of the Congress your attitude is getting 
stiffer and more authoritarian. Perhaps in the 
chaos of communal tangle you see your leader­
ship assured and you fear that in an agreement 

with the Congress it will vanish and ·you will 
be thrown into the · oblivion by · the younger 

and dynamic leadership of the masses. 

In the good name of India, justice and 
morality rise above.the baser planks of egotism 

and unmask Amery by coming to terms with 
the Congress. India shall rank you as one 
of her great sons. 

xii 



1. , Into The Cauldron 
Th~ very Jacl ef a treaty with Russia would be the signal for 
a new war. Its end would be the end of Germany. 

HITLER'S ".MEIN KAMPF" 

1 'HE Russo-German Non-Aggression Pact was ratified by 

the Supreme Soviets on August 31, 1939. Hitler ordered 
his troops to march into Poland on September 1, 1939 and 
he also announced the return of the Danzig Free City to 

Germany. He neither presented any formal ultimatum, nor 
even intimidated the Poles with a customary warning ...... only 
the marching orders were given. Dramatically King George 

VI rushed to the Houses of Parliament to give audience to the 
Pri:mier. This unprecedented step was taken in order to ~aste 

no time. 
Mr. Chamberlain announced to Parliament which had · 

niet in a special session that an ultimatum had been despatched 
to Germ~ny to withdraw her forces from Polish territory, 

failing which the Anglo-Polish Pact would be ~iven effect to. 
France declared her intention to abide by her guarantees to 
Poland. The ultimatum fell on deaf ears. Another was sent 
on September 3, 1939. The German reply was ha1~ded over to 
Sir Neville Henderson, the British Ambassador in Berlin. It 

said among other !hings : "The German Government and the 

German people refuse to receive, accept, let alone fulfil the 
,demands in the nature of ultimatum made by the British 

,Government.'' 

. At 11-15 on Sunday morning September 3, 1939, Mr. 

Chamberlain l?roadcast to the nation: 
"THIS COUNTRY IS AT WAR WITH GERMANY." 
In his speech, full of, pathos, but vibrating with deter­

mination to crush Hitlerism, he said :-
" It is a sad day for all of us, but for none it is sadder 

than for l'Jle. Everything I have done, worked for, 



2 THE CONGRESS CASE 

hoped for and believed in during my public · life has 
crashed in n1ins. The only thing left to me is to devote 
what powers I have for victory. I cannot tell what 
part I may be allowed to play, but I trust I will live to 
see the day when Hitlerism is destroyed and a restored 
and liberated Europe has been re-established.'.' , 

Hitlerism will certainly be annihilated, but it is •a pity 
that Chamberlain only thought of a liberated Europ~ and 
forgot all about India, one-fifth of the world's population. 



2. Gandhi Blesses Britain 
The Viceroy or Governor-General was armed with all the powers 
qf a Hitler or a Mussolin,:. By a stroke of the pen he could 
scatter the constitution and decree any Law to be passed or 
martial law, which _was no Law al all. OJ all these he was 
the sole judge. Such a functionary was_ a di&talor and he had 

a very powerful army. 
. CHURG:tnLL 

(attacking the White Paper on Constitutional Rcformi for India 1934.J 

IM MEDIA TEL y after the announceme~t of Mr. Chambtrlain~ 
Lord Linlithgow declared India to be at war with Germany. 
It is noteworthy that South Africa took four days to 

declare war, while Canada took seven, and that Ireland 
decided to remain neutral. 

On 'September 1, 1939, the Government of India Act 
Amendment Bill was passed in a few minutes by the British 

Parliament. The new Section 126-A provides that on the 
declaration of war, the executive authority of the Federation 
(which for the time being means the Govcrnor-General-in­
Council) shall extend to the giving of directions to a province 
as to the manner in which the executive authority thereof is to 

be exercised, and so pn. The Viceroy, having been invested 
with such unlimited powers, promulgated _the Defence of India 

Ordinance and made and published rules thereunder. Since 
then he has issued many more ordinances. 

The Viceroy, after having effected India's entry into the 
war, invited Gandhi and Jinnah to have interviews with him 
in Simla. Gandhi, both by temperament and habit, is 
essentially a man of peace. His non-violence would never 
permit him t9 take advantage of his opponent's weakness or 

difficult position. In S9u~h Africa when his '' passive resis­

tance " movement was at i~s height, the Whites declared a 
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4 THE CONGRESS CASE 

strike. He not only refused to make common cause with the 
strikers, but actually suspended his offensive for the time 
being and Jee Genera1 Smuts deal with the strikers 

unemb~~Tasscd. When the strike was _settled, he resum~d 

his march. General Smuts had nothing but praise for. 
such a " counter-revolutionary " step. Gandhi when he was 

in jail in South Africa, made a pair of sandals for General 
Smuts. In this connection the Premier of South Africa has 

said: 
" I have worn these sandals for many a summer 

since then ; even though I may feel that I am not 
worthy to stand in the shoes of so great a man." 
This is one of · the numerous instances to show that 

Gandhi fights with love as hjs "sword." 
On September 5, 1939, Gandhi issued a statement and 

said that if there was to be any understanding it had to be 
between the Congress and the Government. 

· " Having, therefore, made my position vis-a-vis the 

Congress clear, I told His Excellency that my own 
sympathies were with England and Fi:ance from the 
purely humanitarian stand-point. I told him that I 
could not contempl_ate, without being stirred to the very 

depths, the destruction of London, which has hitherto 
been regarded as impregnable. And as I was· picturing 
before me the Houses of Parliament · and Westminster 
Abbey and their possible destruction, I broke down." 

Strange, indeed are the ways of Gandhi. ·u they look 
outlandish that is because the ethical values which guide him 
are regarded as irrelevant ·by most of us. To him everything 
must harmonize with the absolute truth, for us relative worldly 
advantages are ideals of a practical commonsense life. In 

the twinkling of an eye, he glided over t.he relations 
betwetn India and · England of the last 150 years. The 

1 tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh slipped into oblivion before the 
possible destruction of the British Parliament-a Parliament 
which passes acts that tighten more firmly of British hold on 
India. Gandhi, ungrudgingly ·and devoid of any mental 
reservations, blessed the Allies with' his sympathies. He 
gave his moral support to England. 



GANDHI BLESSES BRITAIN 5 

Jawaharlal Nehru had gone to China a_t the request of the 

Government of that country. The Con~_ess Working Com­
mittee summoned him back. From Rangoon on September 
8, 1939, he issued the following statement:-

. '' We ·have repeatedly said that we arc not out to 
bargain. We do not ·approach the problem with a 

view to taking advantage of Britain's difficulties. In 
a conflict between Democracy and Freedom, on the one 

aide, and Fascism and aggression on· -the other, our 
sympathies must be on the side of Democracy and we 

cannot tolerate with pleasure ideas of victory for 

Fascist and Imperialist aggressors. But mere repeti­

tion of phrase~ about democracy and freedom does not 

mean that the struggle is for Democracy ............ The -
real test as to whether this struggle is for Democracy 

ancl Fre.edom does not lie in loud enunciation of princi-
ples, but. in practice ............ If England· stands for 

self-determination, the proof of that should be India 

............ I should like India to play her fuli part and 

throw all her resources into the struggle for the new 

order." 

India's sympathies were definite and deep but her griev­

a12ccs persisted. The 1\1a11chesler Guardian on September 9, 

1939, so\lnded the warning, •" _Not only because of possible 

Congress objections but because of our own welfare India 

deserves now to be treated as a full equal." 

India in fact realised what a catastrophe would follow 

if the Fascists won, but did not know what an Allied victory 

would mean to her. 



3. ·aetween · Equals Only 
It is no longer possible for me_ tr, retain a,ry respect for that 

mockery of civilization which believes in ruling by force and 

har no faith in free~l,m at all. By the miserhi denial of all 

that is best in their civilization, by withholding true human 

relatiorzship from Indians, the English have ejfectivehi closed Jor 

us all paths of progress. 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE. 

' •, . . ' . ' 

THE declaration of war by Britain dragged India into the 

· war as she is tied firmly to the · chariot wheels of the 
British Cabinet. India had no status of her own. It was but 
natural that Nationalist India should be forced to ask as to 

what she was fighting for. 
The Congress Working Committee met at Wardha on 

September 14, 1939 to review the international situation and 
decide its policy towards the war. Consi.stent with ifs past 

policy it declared its strong condemnation of the ideology and 

practice of Fascism and Nazism, their glorification of war 

and violence and suppression of the human spirit. "It also 
reprimande9 the Axis Powers for repeatedly indulging in 
acts of aggression and for sweeping away well-e~tablished 
principles and recognized stand;uds of civilized behaviour. 
But as regards giving her su~pqrt the Committee said : · 

·" If co-opera!ion was desired in a worthy cause it 
must be co-operation between equals by mutual con­
sent ..... .. A free democratic India would gladly associate 
with other free nations for mutual defence against 
aggressior;i and for economic co-operation ....... The 
Congress Working Committee call upon the British 

Government to declare in unequivocal terms what their 
war aims are in regard to democracy ar:3d imperialism 
and the new order that is envisaged.•~ 

6 



BETWEEN -EQUALS ONLY 7 

The Working Committee also dt:clared that the Indian 
people had no qu.i.rrel with the Gentian or the Japanes~ 

people or any other . people as such but _tliey had a deep­
rooted quarrel with systems which denied fr~edom arid · were 

based on violence and aggression·. 
· On September 4, 1939, Chamberlain in a broadcast to the 

German people said : " We are not · fighting against the 

German people, but against the . tyrannous and foresworn 
regime, which betrayed their own people and the whole of 

Western civilization and all you and we hold dear." This 
has been quoted becaus·e such phrases by the Congress as" we 

have no quarrel with the German or Japanese p(?ople " have 

-been mischievously construed to show that the Congress has 
secret pro-Axis sympathies . 

, . Commenting on the lengthy resolution of the Congress 
\Vorking Committee, ,,ihich V:•as prepared by Jawaharlal, 
the foreign affairs expert of the Congress, Gandh1 said : 

'' I was sorry to . find myseif alone in thinking that 
whatever support was to be · given to the Britis.h should 

be given unconditionally ........... . But in stating the 

reason for its , conclusion, the Committee desired to 

show the greatest consideration for the English ......... ! 
hope that all the other political parties and a:u co­

mmunities will joi'n in the Committee's demand for a 

declaration of their policy from the British Government 
with such corresponding action as is possible amidst martial 
conditions.'' 

Ever since 1933, the Congress had always unequivocally 
declared its url°mitiga.ted detestation of Fascism. It was 

, .. . 

ever prepared to contribute its all for the eradication ~f 

Nazi tyran·ny from this torn · and tormented world. It 

had time and aga'in condemned J a:pa:nese, Italian, and 
German aggression and, as a matter of fact, accused Britain 

of pursuing the fatal policy of appe~~ing these blood-thirsty 
int'ernatiimar gangsters. Over a·nd above this, the Congress in 

eight provinces had ri:in the riiinistTies for eighteen months. 

With such a background of dce·p · i~-iti-Fascisrli .. ru:id &>~tress 



8 THE CONGRESS CASE 

ministries in eight Provinces and Gandhi giving his uncondi­

tional moral support, it was most unfriendly, not to mention 

unstatesmanlike, on the part of the Viceroy not to consult the 
people's representatives before declaring war. Even if he was 
in a dcspc..:ate hurry to pledge India to war immediatdy 

after the declaration by Chamberlain, he should, at least, 
have told his Congress Ministers that because of the un­
avoidable emergency, he could not summon them all. A few 

friendly words with Gandhi wo_uld have gone a long way in 

pacifying matters. · · 

The Viceroy perhaps did not consult the Congress be­

cause of the unnecessary and unfounded suspicion that the 

Government has always been harbouring about the real m­

tentions of the Congress. Did the . Government think that 
Congress hatred of British Imperialism would stand in thr: 
way of possible co-operation between them against a commqn 

enemy ? Or did the Government believe that co-operation, 

though given by the Congress, would be in name only ? Or 
did the Government regard the Congress as an organisation 

not powerful enough to be worthy of such consultation ? 

Whatever be the reason and the basis of ignoring Indian 

opinion, the Viceroy 'Yas ill-advised. He set · the snow ball 
of suspicion rolling, and it grew bigger and bigger· as the days 

passed by. 
The British Government lost a rare opportunity ·of t~king 

the Congress into its confidence. Nehru would have been 

the first to shake hands with the Viceroy and wage a common 
.war against the Axis Powers. Nehru's nationalism is very 

dc~p, but it is so l;>eautifully .woven with the threads of . inter­

nationalism that in the pattern thus · made you cannot tell 

which is which. He dreams of a world federation, · in which 

all nations as equal partners would create a new world order 

based on j
0

ustice, peace and toleration. Nehru is a prince by 

birth, but he has thrown away his aristocracy with as com­
plete an abnegation as the Buddha himself. He is essentially · 
a man of letters. His love for literature is · instinctive. · But 
the miserable face of starving India with hollow cheeks and · 

sunken eyes rn.ade him plunge into the whirlwind-of politics·. . . . 



4. Post Dated Cheques 

Never will I seek 11or receive 
Prfoate individual salvation, 

Never will ! e11ter into final peace alo11e 
Rut for ever and everywhere will I live a11d strive 

For the redemption of every creature t/irougltout the world. 

PLEDGE OF KUWAYAN-YIN 

N AT[ONALIST India had evei·y sympathy with Britain in 

her decision to crush the spirit of aggression of Germany 
and her satellites. The way the Hitlerite hordes plundered 

and ravished Poland evoked still greater hatred of Fascism. 

India, even from a selfish point of view, was more concerned 

to see the expunction of Hitlerism than other bigger powers, 

because militarily she was lame on both feet. 

On September 26, 1939, Gandhi had an interview with 

che Viceroy for three and a half hours. The occasion · for this 

interview was the Congress demand to know England's war 

and peace aims. 

On the following day, the Marquis of Zetland, in the 
House of Lords, said that though the re-assertion of the claims 
·of the Congress Leaders towards a fuller form of self­

go~ernment than at present possessed was natural, it was 
rather ill-timed. He further observed :-

" It would be a calamity if such men (ardent Indian 

nationalists) were withdrawn from the Government 

in the Provinces. They have shown that they are capable 

vf dealing with the problems which f~ce them in their 

country, and they have co-operated fo _an admirable . 

spirit with the Governors ,vith whom · thev have been 

-~ 
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associated. I have nothing but praise for the manner in 
which upto now they have co-operated in carrying 
through measures which have been associated with the 

outbreak of war." 
Though the ministries were. formed in 1937 with the 

avowed intention of wrecking the . constitution, a genuine 
desire on the part of Congress Ministers to serve the masses 

made their tenure a singular success. Power did not 
turn their head but like a fruit-laden tree made them 

humbler still. The Congress leader.; carry the benevolent 

lamp of service in their hands. The tender and. compass­

ionate wick of self-effacement is fed with the rich oil of 

utmost humility. 

Gandhi, commenting on the Secretary of State's speech, 

appealed with his characterisfic humility to the English states­

men to forget the old language of the Imperialists and qpen 
a new chapter for those who have been held under bondage. 

He further added : 

" I suggest that the Congress has done nothing strange 

nor less than honourable in asking for such a 

declaration. Only a free India's help is of value and 
the Congress has every right to know that it can go to 

the pt::ople and tell that at the end . of the war, 

India's status as ilD independent country is as much · 
assured as that of Great .Britain." 

Let the enemies of the Congress, who have accused this . 

great national organisation of 'demanding great upheavals in 

the Indian Constitution during the throes of war digest the 
above quoted word,s of Gandhi. The Congress . wanted a 

declaration that at the end of the war India shall frame her 
own constitution through a Constituent A!!sembly. No· one 

can deny that the dormant and indifferent masses cannot be. 

aroused unle&S they know that their blood will not be shed in 

vain. Have not the Allies been repeating to the subjugated 

people of Europe that this war is for their freedom, and they 

· hould do everything to co-operate with the Allies ? Thus, in 

an Allied victory, Europe under the terrible yoke of Hitler 
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. sees, her liberation and in a German victory her permanent 

enslavement. 

The British Government did nothing to dispel suspicions 
which . subjects · alway; harb~ur about · their masters. 

History shows that imperialist rulers h_old in bondage the 

awa_kened subjects less through force, but more through 

broken words and false pledges. Hopes are created among 

the slaves that in the immediate future their emancipation is 

not ·on,y assured but even guaranteed. The thirsty traveller 

. in the dreary desert trudges along wearily to quench his thirst, 

but the mirage ever recedes. With closed lips and a patient 

heart, many a decade has India waited, but this nerve-wreck­

ing "immediate future'' never becomes the "present now." 

Dominion Status was promised by Lord Irwin in 1929, but 

to the dismay and deep resentment of _all, even the very 

mention of this term, in the Preamble to the Gov<!rnment of 

India Act, 1935, was anathema to the ruling classes 
General Indian opinion is that England has not so far 

repaid in full the sacrifices made by Indians in the Allied 

cause during 1914-18. Gandhi was then a voluntary 

recruiting sergeant. He work~d hard though an invalid, so 

much so, that he almost sacrificed his life. At that t_ime, he 

never ~sked Britain her war aims or questioned her motives. 

He believed in the ultimate goodness of the British Empire and · 
worked ceaselessly to enlist recruits for a cause which he held 
dear.' But -professions proved to be different ~rom · practice. 
After the last War India saw the. Rowlatt Act, the tragedy of 
Jallianwala Bagh and repressive laws wholly inconsistent with 

Britain's promise of freedom for the Indian people. 
'; Reforms " gave only a faint shadow of power to India. The 

substance of power remained in British hands. The Govern­
ment" of India _Act 1935, could. also by no stretch of imagination 

be said to have conferred freedom on India. 

By 1939 spiritual India had in spite of everything forgotten 

the past. There was no ill-will against Britain; on the con­
lrary, lhere was every symp~thy. But, stich being the background 

of recent time~, can anyone blame India for asking Britaii1 Lu 
declare . her war aims in regard to India instead of beinµ 
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content with the mere word " democracy " as the aim of the 

Allies in taking up arms. 

Wa~ India to wait till the end or'this devastating war, in 

which she was asked to take part before she even knew what 
the war aims were? Must vast numbers of human beings 

suffer uuto death \yithout knowing definitely what they die for? 

India, feeling the weight of subjugation requested Britain to 
end this degrading and inhuman relation of subject and master 
and that too after the,, war. India is conscious that she has a 

spiritual message for a world immersed in stark materialism. 
The glamour of Western civilization is like the rosy cheeks of 
the consumptive patient immediatel)'. before his collapse. 

On October 3, in the House of Commons, Attlee, then the 
Leader of the Opposition, said : 

" It is very vital in this struggle that we shouJd make 
clear by deeds, as well as words, that we are standing 
for democracy and liberty and not just for Imperial 
interests. We must not think that because there is a 
war on, the development of self-government in the 
colonial Empire should stop ...... I do not think that the 
Indian people have been handled tactfully in this 
matter. I think that the Congress Party which controls 
Government in a large majority of Indian Provinces, 
should have been brought into the closest consultation 
with the Government right from the start. Government 
should have shown more imagination and insight in 
dealing with these people. There is an im.mense fund 
of good-will among them." 

Sir Stafford Cripps, in whom India· had found her best 
spokesman and in w_hose pronouncements was an expression 
of her aspirations, issued a stern warning to the Allies : · " If 
we are fighting for democracy, freedom and a new w'orld order, 

our care for India must be as great as for Poland." 
It is a tragedy that tlie British Labour Leaders, when 

in Opposition, always talk humanely, but once in power, 
they act like all imperialists. Either their outcry against 
injustice in the colonies when leaders of the opposition is a 

meam to power, or the imperialist machinery is too 
strangulating to let their individual feelings be expressed, or again 

the larger Imperial interests of England are too fundamental 
to be swayed· by other people's riiihts, however jmit aad true. 



5. The Old Tune . 
There is no use for pronuncements that are ~ot fulfilled, tliere 
is no use for prrmuncements which take geological epochs to • 
fulfill. 

MONTAGU 
[In the House cf Commons]. 

EVER since Hitler plunged the wo.rld into a bloody carnage, 

the Viceroy has been busy having personal consultations 
with the leaders of all shades of Indian opinion and the re­

presentatives of the princely order. l1~ all, he has met 52 
leade~~ and·, as a friend of mine remarked, these 52· gentlemen 
we~e like the 52 piaying cards and the Viceroy himself acted 
as .thejoker, more powerful ·than all the others. No better 
simile can lay bai·e the smallness . of Indian leaders and 
bring home the omnipotence of the Viceroy. 

On Octobe~ I 7, 1939, Lord Linlithgow issued a long 

, statement. He beat the drum of democracy and h_is senti­
ments sounded the bugle of freedom, the inspired British 
Press played the orchestra of a new order and our Secretary 

of State as the bandmaster of Indian politics produced in 

full diapason the differences among the ''peoples" of India. 
A few destitute Indian bearers, who occasionally get · a paltry 

tip from their white masters, bowed in reyerance and clapped 
their hands in satisfaction. 

The Viceroy reminded us of the glorious and epoch~making 
pledge ·given in the Preamble to the Act of 1919 and the 
interpretation placed by Lord Irwin in 1929 that : "the 
natural issue of India's progress as there contemplated is the 
attainment of Dominion Status, and I am authorized now 
by His Majesty's Government to say that at the end of the 

war they will be very willing to enter into consultation with 
representatives of the several communities, parties and inte­
rests in India and with the Indian Princes, with a view to 

securing their aid and co-operation in the framing of such 
13 
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modi6cations in tlie Federal part of the Government of India as 
may ~eem desirable." As regards the association of Indian 
opinion with the actual conduct of the war, the Viceroy pro­
post;d the establishment of a Consultative Group; represen­
tative of all major political parties in British India and of 
the Indian Princes, over which the Governor-General himself 
would preside and which would be summoned at his · invita- · 

tion. 
On October 18, 1939, Gandhi in a statement regretted that: 
" the Viceregal declaration was profoundly disappoint­
ing. It would have been better if the British Government 
h_ad declined to make, any declaration whatsoever." 

The much-advertised war aims crumbled into dust at the 
first tc;mch of reality, the ideals which were bragged about 
from Allied quarters became only empty catch-words when 
their application was urged. I~ became !mown that the 

e~chanting slogans of ''a fight for freedom," and in defence of 
democracy, were merely meant to hypnotise the awakened 
coloured races. But intelligent India had learnt much. from 

the beguiling ways of her masters . . "Where are we in this 
world drama, and what is our future, if any, at all" was on 

every Indian's lips. 

Indi;i was surging with high hopes about her rightful 
place in the new world order which was to replace the pre­

sent decadent, de,caying and r~m11hackle world systf:m, The 
Viceroy's pronouncement made it abundantly clear that 
wishfal thin~ing on the part of $eJfish Indians had g~ve~· dse 
to these unrighteous aspirations. Dark and thick clouds of 
disappoint~ent a_nd fru~t.ration gathered • on the erstwhile 
sunny sky of . a hright and plt'as~nt future. There ech~d 
and re-echced thunders of .. resentment from nationalist 
quarters. 

The Viceregal statement was so vague that it did not 
even clarify the point that the ·Dominion Stat~a to be attained 

by India wa's Lo be of the same character as is enjoyed by the 
seJf-governing Dominions. The date of even such a plaything 
was some indefinite ~nd indeterminate future. The Central 

,Government was to re~in as irresponsible as ever during 
t1'e war. The Consultative Committee without any semblance 
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oi power, as suggested, would not have been_ repres~ntative 
enough to bring India into effective participation in the war. 

Attlee and Gre~nwood, the Labour Leaders, supported 
India's just demand that she should know that : "the downfall 
of dictatorship in Europe will herald the day · of tndia's 

freedom." 

The Congress Working . Committ~e considc;ed the declara­
tion of the Viceroy and passed the follo\ving resolution :-

"The Worki~~ Comm:ittee is of the opinion that . the · 
Viceroy's statement in answer to the Congress invi_­
tation for a declaration of British war aims, particu­

larly in their application to India, is wholly un-satis­
factory. The Viceregal statement is an un-equivocal 
reiteration of the old imperialist policy. The Com­
mittee regard the mention of the differences amongst 
the several parties as a screen to hide the true inten­
tions of G~eat Britain. What the Committee had 

. asked for was a declaration ·of war aims as a test of 

Britain's bona ft~es regarding India, irrespective of the 
attitude of opposing parties and groups ... In the circum-

. stances, it could not possibly give ~my support to Great 
Britain, for it would amount to an endorsement of the 
imperialist policy which the Congress has always sought 
to end. As a first step in this direction, the Committee 
call upon the Congress Ministries'. to tender their 
resignations." But all the same the Committee warned 
Congressmen against any hasty action. · -

Tl1e Working Committee had passed a very mild resolu­
tion. At its worst, it rebuked Britain that whatever a gentle- , 
man professes · and pretends, he must live up to. The 
resolution following the finest traditions of the Congress, 
gave another chance to Britain to repair the blunder . . . . . - . 

The British never realise that they too can do wrong and the 
India Office persis!s in the auto-suggestive belief that it can 
never be unjust. The Secretary of St,ate considers himself 
the tin god of _India's moving_ corpses. His role has always 
been destructive. He has never created or given any lead . 
To trample down India' s feelings has .been his only practical 
politics. -The Secretary of State,: whenever put in the incon-
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venient position of justifying the enslavement of India, washes 
his hands of this guilt with the muddy waters of differences 

,among the various communities in India. It may seem 
.· bitter to our rulers but their policy truly has been sweet 
woi:ds coupled with slow and ·steady but effec.tive denial . of 
freedom to India. 

To-day India's proud heritage can only be found as 
Milto~ sa,id ; " In copious legend or sweet l.yric · songs." 
We arc b"!lt the orphans of her slavery ; her penury is our 
culture. her misery our breeding and in her distress we had 
our training. 



6. ·pens Down 
" Dominion Status had already become part and parcel of the 

Go11ernmmt of [11dia." And when pray did this miracle take: 

place? "In 1919 at the signing of the Treaty of Versailles", 

11ouclirqfed Mr. Ben11, " When India became a separate entity 

and an original member of the League of Niztior:s." This is, 

<if COllrse, the most effective way <if befitting India's serious 

claim to Dominion Status. If Dominions Status . had becorne 

i11 1919 part and parcel of Indian Government, where was the 
necessity for tlu Viceroy to make a new pledge of Dominion 
Status i7l 1929 ? · 

S. IYENGER 

r·r HE Congress Ministries tendered their resignations as a 
protest against dragging India into the war without con­

sulting the a~tgnomous Provinces and for curtailing arbitra­

rily their powers and activities. Whatever little initiative the . 
Provincial Governments enjoyed vanished like a dream be-· 
fore the all powerful and naked reality of the Defence of 
India Ordinance. The high status of the Ministers was re­

duced to that of the members of the permanent Civil Service 

by the magic wand of Lord Linlithgow. 

On November l, 1939, the Viceroy extended 'invitations to 

Gandhi, Rajindra Prasad-the Congress President-and Jinnah . 

. The object of this joint consu.ltation was to find . a modus 

P 
aridi for the association of responsible political leaders with 

o er . . 
the Central Government of India. · A communique was issued 

making the bare announcement that at the request of His 

Excellency the three leaders attended a meeting at the 

Viceroy':i House and a discussion of a ,general character took 

place,. 
· . 17 
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On November 12, 1939, a debate on India in the House of 

Lords was initiated by Lord Snell. The Marquis of Zetland, 

Secretary of State for India, gave no l~ad to meet the just 
demand of India for a declaration of the war and peace aims 

of Britain vis-a-vis India. With .his usual 'self-complacency he 
reiterated :the time-worn and baseless allegations about the 

serious differences among Indians themselves. Perhaps from 

the British point of view these "differences" ,vere so · many 

magnetic mines in ,the great ocean of Indian politics and any 
attempt to ·navigate the ship of Dominion Status · ·was fraught 
with that danger. He told the House : 

" ·It is sometimes said still in India that we arc 

fighting to maintain Imperialism in that country. If by 

British Imperialism is meant domination and exploita­

tion of one people by another- people, I say that if it 

ever existed, it was abandoned by the Parliament when 
it accepted the Preamble to the Act of 1919." 

Such fictitious and romantic sentiments are very alluring 

and soothe the ears, but bring no assuagement to the doubts 

and fears that. India has to-day. And the tragedy becomes 

even more poignant when the credulous • world takes 

them at their face-value. Instead of getting anything, the 
Indians are impeached and damned before the bar of 

world opinion on the ground that it is our inveterate feuds 

that compel Britain, weary of do~ination, uot to end her hold 
on India. 

The Viceroy sent a letter to Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the 

Congress President, explaining a little further the ad hoc arrange­
. ment suggested by His Majesty's Government. Dr. Rajendra 

Prasad in his well-reasoned reply said :-

" At the outset, I would like to say that both Gandhiji 
and I missed at the interview any reference to the main 

a.nd,moral issue raised by the Congress about the clari­

fication of war aims, without which it was impossible · 
for the Congress to consider any subsidiary proposal 

............ It has p.ai1,r-d ifs to find the communal question 

being dragged in thi,; ~onnec~io11. J t has clouded the 
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main issue, It has been repeatedly said on behalf of 
the Congress that it is our earnest desire to settle all 
points of communal controversy by agreement and we 

propose. to continue our efforts to this end. But I 

woµld point out that this question does not _in any 

respect come in the way of the . declaration of Indian 
freedom as suggested above. Such a declaration applies 

to the whole of India and not to any particular 

community, and the Constituent Assembly which will 

frame Inc;lia's constitution, will be formed on the widest 

possible franchise· and by agreem_ent m regard to~ 

communal representation. We are all agreed that there 

must be full protection of minority rights and interests 

and this protection should be by agreement between 
the parties concerned. The British Government in 

taking and sharing the burden has, in our opinion, 

made a set_tlement of the question more difficult than it 

should have been. It should allay all real anxiety on 
the part of the British Government when the Congress 

declares that it contemplates no constitution which does 

not carry with it the protection of real minorities to 

their satisfaction." 

19 

Could there be words more emphatic and assurances more 
authori,tative for the protection of the interests of minorities? 
To safeguard the ri&hts of all minorities has been the moral 
and bounde~ duty of the Congre~s. But Zetland despite his 

much-bragged about chivalry finds no way to escort 

Indian aspirations _to their destined home. The road is 

straight and safe, but the will and motive are absent. 

The Congress Working Committee at its session at 

Allahabad on November '.l3, 1939, passed a resolution saying 

that:-
" Though a Sa·tyagrahi is ever ready for a non-violent 

fight, if it has to come. he never relaxes his effort for 
peace and _always worKs for its attainment. The Work­
ing Committe will, therefore, continue to explore the 
means of arriving at an hono'urable settlement, even 
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though the British Govermpent has banged the door in 

the face of the Congress." 

The Times of London, which is supposed· to be the 

accredited organ of the-British Government, on December 5, 
1939, admitted that the Congress itself.condemns Nazism and 
Mr. Gan~hi reflected the general Indian opinion when · he 
ix'.dicated that his own synipathies were, for humanitarian 
reasons, on the side of Britain and France. 

On Decemb_~r 18, the Viceroy opened the annual meeting 

of the Associated Chambers of Commerce and wit~ reference 
. to the burning question of the day viz., the demand of, the 

Congress, His Excellency said : " There are times when 
silence about constitutional developments is better than speech 
and in my judgement this is one of them." 

This silence reminds one of funeral solemnity and the 
few words that the Viceroy said were like the burial service 
uttered before the final confinement of the Congress demand 
for ~ar aims to the cemetry. 

Before we pass on to the ev~nts of 1940, Jet us put in a 
nutshell the declarations of British spokesmen defining their 

I 

war aims. 

(I) 011 Sep tern ber 20, in the House of Commons, 
Chamberlain said: " Britain's general purpose in this struggle 
is to redeem Europe from the perpetually recurring fear of 

German aggression and to enable the people; of Eul'Ope 
to preserve their liberties and independence." 

(2) On November . 7, Lord ·HaJifax in the House of 
Lords said: "We are determined, so far as it is humanly 
possible, to see to it that Europe shall not again be subjected 
to a repetition of this tragedy." 

(3) On November 12, King George VI said: " The 

larger purposes for which my peoples ar~ now fightin~, are to 

serve that Europe is redeemed, in the words of the Prime 
Ministt'.r, 'from perpetually recurring fear ofG · erman aggression 
and to enable peoples of Europe to preserv th · ' d d . . , e cu in epen ence 
and liberties and to (prevent the reso • t r. • -

. r, o 1orce mstead of 
pacific means for the settlement of inter t· t di 

na iona sputes;" 
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(4) On November 26, Mr. Chamberlain in his broad­

cast said : " Our war aim is to defeat the enemy-not 
merely the enemy's military forces, but also his aggressive and 

bullying mentality. Our peace aims• would be to establish 

a new Europe, no~ in the sense of redrawing the map accord­
ing to the ideas of victors, but a Europe with a new 

, spirit." 

From these au!horitative anuouncements it 1s absolutely 

clear that the cause for which Britain had taken up arms was 

the liberation of Europ
0

e from th~ Hitlerite yoke and the 

establishment of a better international system on the continent. 

Asia and Africa were not worthy to figure in the ~ar and peace 
aims of the Allies. Then why was the Congress pressing again 
and again for a declaration of Britain's war aims? Were not 
the pronouncements quoted above a convincing answer ? But 

the G~nd~ian philosophy rests on the fundamental belief that 

human natur!! is essentially good and that it is our duty to 

show our opponent by argument and reason that the way he 
i's pursuing is wrong. On November 3, Gandhi wrote m 

Harijan: 
"I bold the opi~ion strongly that whilst by their own 

action the British Government have made it im­
possible for the Congress to co-operate with the~ 
in the prosecution of the war, the Congress must not · 
embarrass them in its prosecution." Again on 

December 2, he made it clear that '' there can he no 
civil disobedience for the sake of embarrassing Great 
Britain." 

Arc not the ways of a saint opposite to those of our 

imperialist , rulers? Though crushed with servitude and 

battered with humiliations Gandhi, wh,o symbolises the Jiving 
faith of India bears no ill-will to · Britain. 
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7. · The Vital Diifference 
0, execrable son ! so to aspire 

Above his brethren, to himself assuming 

Authority usurp'd, from God not given. 

He gave us only over beast, ftsh, fowl, 

Dominion absolute ; but man over men 

He made 'not lord ; such title to himself 
· Reserving, human left from human free. 

MILTON 

DECLARATION that His Majesty's Government's objec­

tive for India has been made clear as full Dominion 

Status of the Statute of Westminster variety, an assurance 
that their concern was to reduce to the minimum the interval 

between the · existing state of things and Dominion Status, and 

a fervent appeal to " the leaders of the great · political parties 
of India " to help to terminate as early as possible the present 
deplqi;able state of things-these were the high lights of the 
political prc;mouncement made by the Viceroy speaking at a 

luncheon given in his honour ·at the Orient Club, ~om bay on 
January 10, 1940. 

Was there anything new in !i,UCb phrases of political 
jugglery? The term '' full Dominion Status " was the only 
innovation in the hackneyed, rusted and boring utterances of the 

Viceroy. How could.India believe in the sincerity of England 's . . .. 
promises when no date was fixed for the inaugaration of the 

Dominion Status? It may b'e one year after the war or it may 
be a hundred years after. Why the Viceroy should be cherishing 
almost <1,. religious reverence for securing the unanimous 
consent of the conflicting interests and parties in India only 

with regard to the introduction of the Dominion constitution 
passes understanding. When an undiluted autocracy was 

22 
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introduced in India under the Emergency Powers Ordinance 
only the other day, was any plebescite taken to secure the 
harmonious and united consent of the people? Was the 
Federal Scheme, on whose relative virtues the Viceroy is so 

eloquent, based on any such harmonious and full-fledged 

unanimity of Indian opinion when it was passed into an Act 
and brought into operation ? If the British Government can 

thrust a course of unbridled autocracy on India, can they 

not bless us with a I)ominion constitution based on universally 

accepted principles of national democracy and the rules laid 

down by the League of Nations in connection with the 

minority problem? The history of constitutional progress in 
almost all countries shows that such solid and rock-like unity 

of conflicting interests and parties can never precede in full 
the introduction of a national constitution but can only 
follow it. 

That Ga!).dbi should seek further clarification on certain 

points contained in the Viceroy's speech with a view to see 

if the political deadlock could be ended was the 

unanimous decision of the Working Committee which met at 
Wardha on January 21, 1940. No formal resolution _ was 
passed. Gandhi commenting in Harijan on January 22, 

said: 
" The latest pronouncement of Lord Linlithgow seems 

to contain the germs of a settlement honourable to 
both nations. I am not spoiling for a fight. I am 
trying to avoid it. I wholly endorse Bose's charge that 
I am eager to have a compromise with Britain if it can 

be had with honour. . I have not lost faith in 

Britain." 

Gandhi had an interview with the Viceroy to explore 
means of coming to a settlement, .but the talks ended in smoke. 

There was hope in the atmosphere, but soon it was dashed 

to the gro•nd and depressing gloom prevailed everywhere. 

The Viceroy, while emphasising the British Government's 
desire that India should attain Dominion Status at the ear-: . 

\iest possible moment, drew attention to the complexity and 

difficulty or certain issues. He .c:;h:~liired that the . Federal 
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Scheme was the swiftest stepping stone to Dominion Status 

and repeated his offer of an expansion of the Executive Coun 
cil. This was the fifth meeting since the war, 

· From Delhi on February 6, 1940, · Gandhi m a state­
ment said: 

"The vital difference between the Congress demand 

and the Viceroy's offer consists in the fact that 
the Viceroy's offer contemplates final determiriation of 
India's destiny by the British Government, whereas 
the Congress contemplates just the contrary. If Britain 
cannot recognize India's legitimate claims, what will 
it be but Britain's moral bankruptcy ?" But being an 
irrepressible optimist, he boldly said that the failure 

did not baffle him and he would use it as "a stepping 
stone to success." 

On February 11, 1940, in an exclusive interview to the 

Sunday Times, Lord Zetland said : "Long-range bombardment 

by leading personalities from platform and press is little likely 

to lead anywhere. What is wanted is escape from the tyranny 

of phrases and a descent from · i'dealism to realism, from the 

abstract to the concrete." 

Referring to Gandh/'s statement that if the British Gov­
ernment would leave the framing of the constitution to Indians 
themselves, the questions of defence, minorities, i::rinces and 
European interests would automatically be dissolved, Lord 
Zetland said that while he great~ admired Gandhi's optimism, 
he was unhappily quite unable to share it and felt that as 
Ion).{ as the ieaders of the Congress maintained their present 

attitude, the obstacles in the way of an honourable under­

standing would be greatly increased. 

Gandhi expressed his bitterness at Lord Zetland's pro­
nouncement in a statement issued from Wardha on February 

2, 1940 :- • 
"Lord Zetland's re~ent pronouncement, if reported 

correctly, sets at rest aU speculation regarding the Gov­
ernment's attitude toward!i the nationalist demand. 

I have been taught to believe that Dominion Status of 



THE VITAL ;DIFFERENCE 

, · · the-' Westminster: Statute variety is akin to indepetldenqe 
and includes the, right to. secede, , -T!ie,refore,. I. had _ 
thought :that •ithere would . .be,no .difficuhy about Britai1_1 
allowing •lndia ,to.determine her own ,status: ,,But J.:,c:>.rd· 

Zethmd· makes it · clear;, that Britain, · not I~dia; is 1 .to 

determine iL ·1n1 other words,£ the British 1hold ;on India : 

25 

: ·ttmst' re1nairt : .: I .fobmit th:at ,ids wrong to . dismiss _ the-.. -. 

· · -lndian 'daim,. [by: ,accusing ... the :·. nation~lists· of losing · .. 
1 • realities;fri idea:iism. 11 1-suggest ;that -.it ,is he .who -re- , 

·fuses ·to fa<'.e re·ali'ties and , -is · wandering in a · forest of , _ 

unrealities. I cannot accuse him of idealism ,;·- I ,assure 
him that Nationalist India is dreadfully in earnest. He 
has banged the door upon the nationalist position." 

Does a starving person who asks for food "lose reali­
ties in idealism " ? 

The ways oflmperialist rulers pass one's understanding. A 
just and natural demand is condemned as a tyranny of phrases. 
The Secretary of State regards himself as the Oracle of Delhi 

on Indian problems, and India Office claims to be the foun­
tain head of justice and morality. Such are the age-long 

traditions of this "benevolent," but always "misunderstood" 
institution. But it is high time for Britain to know that we 
are no fools to be deceived by pretentious slogans. The gall­
ing pain from which India suffers cannot be allayed by the 
sugar-coated pills of Imperialist promises. 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad's health was deteriorating on account 
of his chronic asthma and he wanted to be relieved of the 

burden of the Congress Presidentship. Abul Kalam Azad 
was requested by every nationalist of India to steer the wheel 

of India's destiny. Though he was reluctant at first, the love 
of his co-workers compelled him to stand for election. M. N. 
Roy had the audacity to oppose· him. Wherever and in 
whatever country he has worked, Roy has shown political 
inconsistencies, and contradictions. He polled 183 votes 
against 1854 polled by Azad. From thi, datewe find Roy the 
bitterest opponent of the Congress in India. Roy has 

hurled more :ind filthier mud on the Congress th an anyone 

else. 



26 .THE · CONGRESS CASE 

The Congress Working Committee ·met. at Patna ort, March 
1, 1940, a~d passed the following resolution :-

" . ....... ,!. .This preliminary step -(resignation of Congress 
ministries) must naturally be followed ·by · civil disobedience." 

Thui the 'quietus was·given to 1all rumours giving currency 
that the Congress High Command ,was .tl,.inking in terms · .of a 
compromise; That the .resolution •of the: ,Working , Com[\littee 

did not close the door to negotiations .was the . intcrpret-at{on 
put by Gandhi in his statement· issued· from , Calcutta· ~n 
March 2. He further added that.Lord Zetland was. responai­
ble for ·the deadlock. 



·a. · We, .· Hav_e ··No _Q'1-.,_rre•~. 
't i .f 

· My country claims me. all; claims every pas'sion, her. libn9 · '., 
henceforth .be all my thought; for :/1.dr my life, I'd willing 

resign, ar,d say w_ith trarµport that !he gain was mine. 
• • . • l 

.MAR'J;Y. ·:· 
• • ; I • i ,: . j . . l • 

] N great excitement and. with feelings running_ hi~h. the 
_Ramgarh Congress Session was held. The general desire 

~f the delegates was that there should be no lo~eti~g of the 
flag of Civil Dis?·~edience hoisted by the W~rking Committee 
at Patna. Nehru, ~ith_ his characteristic ~ti.t~poke~ess, said that 
the cup of anger was full to the: brim. ' ' ' 

, • , , , • I . , 

Gandhi, at the Subjects Committee Meeting, sajd : " Some 
of you have . cr~ticised me for my_ attempt to arrive at a , com­
promise with ,the British Government......... I shall go 
to the Viceroy fifty times if necessary......... I · shall even 
seek . . ?on . intervi~ . with hi~ ....... : .. ' 1 have ac~cpted the 

need for a fight,. ·but i shall exe;cise restraint." . 
. ' A~d what was . the fight as ~isualised by Gandhi ? . ' " 'Let 

me alone or follow my in~tructions ;; with folded hands 
appe'.al~ih'.~'t·.Mtllza~Mk~ ·~nd' he" furth& made 'it dear that 
he ~~iouid ri8t hav'e'1anybody'under •liim, who did not believe 
in the Charkha~fr Merely saying tllat a person believed in . . the 
Charklia ~as .4umbug. " Man maf · shout for! God~ ' only he 
will' ·;~~ch)~is 'ti~ I. who' ddts' {His ·work" '' was • the· warning 

given by Christ to hypocrites. The Civil Disobedien~ .campaiga 
was not to• be mere show and bluster but ~H4 . wor~ for the 
attteli~ration of India'.s ,unknown and unc;1r~ for II?-as~es.. I& 
iribdeni parlance, 1fight . ;ind struggle c~nnote . enmity and 
violence but the Mahatma fights .. w~th ,love .. ;,~ ~is · heart and 
f:h.~J.Y, ,on 4i~ ~ps .. 

1 
He pu~i~.~e~ 

1 
his · oppon~~t by inflicting 

p~~ ,,on h.i~ aw,~ b~r•-:.,,. .,_ .•. 

··. ,. • • ,, . 27.c", 



28 THE CONGRESS CASE 

Emphatically did Gandhi lay down: " We have no 
quarrel with the British people. We want to be their friends 
and retain their goodwill, not on the basis of their domination 
over us, but on the basis of a free and equal India." 

i 
The at a Resolutio i,,.of the Wox;kinu ,D,1rn1ttee · was 
, .,. ,... -i. ~~ ►!" , ... #'."' . "'•..f'i ~ - ,, ~r 

passtd' by ffi e &ngr~s~~t T he ·---a garb . Resolution ,\la~ not 
'd~d ·in anger or haste, but was the result of cafrn and 

detachtd deliberation. _The attitude taken up l,y .the Congress 

towards the present war did not mean sympathy-for -Germany. 

Its hatred of ·Fasci,;m hegan in I 93·3 · when Japan· unleashed 
her HduridJ1ori Manchuria and since then this execration has 

9,~7n ~~t~in9 st~o~ger and c?~dem~ation of . Fas~ist _i~eo~-9~ 
sever.er and severer. . . , . l 
- • 

0

Gandhi;s"fi~~t slogan' or'ihe Ci~il-rDisobedie;lC<; rii6{,ement, 
for

1

1,vh
0

ich· ~~-~pai-ati~ns we~? ~f~~t, •I was; ." · Puri_fy :y~u;r 'f1~~ri: 
• - :; , :, , · · . Jt • • • ' • • ' · , • 1 fJ ' • · , , . } ' I 

?-nd mind." He did not_ want jailgoers who had no ideal, . no 
,. • , , , 1 .J • -. ~,,: "1 ~ • •, • · • • • • ,r : i.; , , . . , · • • , · • . ' · . · . · 

spirit of sacrifice, no higher cause. in their hearts ·and ·no' 'faith 
I ' , : "1 \ , • •,• 1 , •• • • , ) , , 

in the _ weapon and the leader himself. He ;_vanted" true, 
hone'st~ ~rid "ielffes~ 'servants of India's freedo~. . . . . . 

'' The enelrile~ ofih~' t:ongress sta'tteci the: '1malicious J wh,s~ 
I • . , , . . 

pe~\ng ·campaign tliat · 'tlie · bongress · po'iicy · '··was .. meant io 
~ 1 > · •• 1. . . . . , r L • • 1 , ' • 1 • ·, ·, 1 • ; .•., • · , -, 1 J • 
Jiarr~ss , t~7 ~riti~h Government during ·die fierce · stru·ggfe 
goi~g ~n.' Th~'!.~~lahat,na 1s supb~serisitive , mirid":' ' is "hurt ,; ·i)y 
untruth wherever '. pi//p~tr~tecl."' . Iin~ediitely; -}'i;· ·came· ··ou't 

•• I • • I . . J. - , . . , : , . , .,. . r • , , , . , • J J 
1
,i . . I\ 

w1th .. a statement on May 5, 1940. · · · · " · ·' · 
•' • .• . . ' 11 -•.• ' . ·. ' . ,., , , . · 1 •• ••• • ' ·,, ; •, 1 : .,, .. ·1 1- .-: : ; , ' i i 

. '' .T-be C.Ongr~ss ~ --t:a~ed. ,1,10 em~1;1rr~ss,,:ne~~ ;,t~ 
·· · Britain. :,l; , hav~ c;lecJa:ced_. _~lr~~-dy -~,t_j 

1
~~a!t_:d~ · ;,; 

1 nothiQg ;(o ,. epib~~~s ,J;r~t ~ritai~,. 1,. S~t-.:'rill b~, ,·, 
embar~fi!Se~ if thf-':~: is ,~91:chy in India. l'pat the 

• , I.. / .t r, ,, • I . \ I l 

. Congre1.!J, ~~-_long, as ,_it ~~ pnde~_ my di_sc~fline,, _wi_l~ ~ _ 
.. no.t sup~rt .. " , ·; 

1 
.. · _ • ·: .. • • 

' ' - I ' • ' ' • · ~ l • ~ r ,, , / ! • . •' , ' . 1 I • , l 

' . ln the meantime fthe -- ferocious . Hitlerito hordes. ,. were 

;ttacking· countty after "country on : the: continent . . ,The.ghastly 
,war sit~a'tion was distressing· the nationilfat leadcrsias they did 
·not want Nazi domination: of Europe. - · ·.1 , :, . · , , ; , ; : , . • , , ; • . • .· 

, ,, I, i I , ' , • - f . • 

The Nazi force · was proving'' itselt' 1irresi~t'ible. ,:•Belgium 

had given up the fight ; the Low Countftes· · Had · bc~n · swept 

over and France, the home of the second biggest Empire, wa■ 
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falling; ·;; Italy sta bbed··.Fran~e in the ; back; it i, expedited 
its crash,1•· England stood ·alone; ·calm but .not · dismayed, ,and 

attetmined ·to chish ;this spii·it of aggression. 

'Leaders''' of' ''na i;on~lisi:' ~-\Iridia had · deep· sympathy 
with Eniiand irt her i:1cr-.' tl ' ':'nid pc1·ilous · task. ' They wanted 
to1 s·hare· her 'hurdeii a~d partake ·of her sufferings. But they 
,~l~o rt~lised i.i:hai' :·any : help ·fo be effective and: worthy of 

i H~ia'~·'gr~'at h ame ·could 'onl1/ h e 00 1 the basis of equality. 
·Moreover,'~ve~y'natioh1 has its oi.vn life t0 look after and India 
could not aff<i;d to fdtget her own: problems in the grim enchant. 

ment of the Western struggle. It was perhaps not even desir­

able, even if it had been possible. We cannot serve civilisation 

by forgetting our rights. We cannot help the Allies by agreeing 

to be a subject people. On the contrary, such a surrender 
would help the Fascists by furnishing both a justification 

and a motive and a n edge to their appetite. 

There was not only panic in India, but mean jubilation 

among certain people over Nazi victories. It was felt 

by them that Britain had not played the game by In_dia, 

therefore her deeds were being punished by Hitler. Political 

frustration was the harbinger of such a slavish and unmanly 

outlook. But Nehru, who always has his stetho~cope on the 
heart of India, immediately issued the warning: " If Hitler 

or any other Power attacks us, we, Indians, will fight to 
death............ . .. Panic would not be of any help; rather it 
would be a standing invitation to perils ....... . ... . . .. it would be 
to our pride and glory to guarantee safety to every Engliah 
child, woman and man in India during such perilous 
times." 

Gandhi defining his attitude towards Britain, whose 

prestige at that time had touched the nadir, wrote in Harija11 

on June 21, 1940 :- _ 
" I am of the opinion that we should wait till the heat 

of the battle in the heart of the Alljed countries subsides 

and the future in clearer than it is. We do not seek 
our independence out of Britain's \:uin. The present is 

no atmosphere for influencing the Britisher in the right 

direction through civil disobedience." 
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· Astonishing things were happening and we were living in 
a rapidly changing world. But one of the most astounding of 
these things was the continuance of the British Governmenf ~ 
attitude towards India The Himalayas might mov:e, J:,ut the 

immobility of India Office has become proverbial. Mer>i ,may 
come and men may go, but British pol~cy remaips . t,he . ~a~c., 

Perhaps it is this very static and unchanging . vie~ tha~ .~as 
brought so many difficulties and dangers to Englccln<!, Bµt 

was India with a spiritual heritage and }?eliev,i,ng ,ip 
truth as the summum, bonum of life to retaliate ? . No. 



9. Qandhi]i Absolved 

Submerged in darkness and untruth humanity _has yet to 
reach perfection. The outer crust of ugliness will be dissolued 
that day when truth's light will remove the dark forces now 

rampant. An earnest of that glorious future has been given by 
g~eat souls like Buddha, Jesus and others. Their messazes 

prove that there is hope for humanity yet. Let us with 
faith pray, from rmtru~h to truth, from darkness into 
light. 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE. 

AT Ramgarli the Congress had endorsed the Patn~ resolu-
tion of the Working Committee autho~ising the ·Mahatma 

to launch the Civil Disobedience movement. But with this, 
the Congress leaders had made it clear that in no circumstan­
ces would they choose to strike Britain in distress, for that 
would be against India's sense of chivalry. 

France lay crippled and Hitler had practically accomplish­
ed what Frederick and Bismarck had begun. He was the sole 
master of Europe. With Russia as Germany's friend and 
Japan openly heading towards the Axis camp, and America 
showing no signs of joining the Allies, England's position was 
precarious. , Her prestige was so _ low in Europe that when 

Soviet planes flew over Rumanian territory, growling for the 
restoration of Bessarabia and the Northern section of 
Bukovina, Rumania had to submit to these demands. 
Rumania had so completely lost all faith in Britain's capacity 
to fulfil her word and stand by 1?,er guarantees that on July 3, 
1940 she denounced the Anglo-French Guarantees of April I, 
1939. R~ssia was exploiting the situation fully and consolidat­
ing the old Czarist Empire. On June 17, she presented an 
ultimatum to the helpless _litt!~ countries, Es~onia, Latavia, and 

31 
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Lithuania, and they had to concede still greater facilities for 
the passage of Russian troops. 

On May 27, Sir Stafford Cripps had left for Moscow for 
exploratory talks with the Soviet Government, but Russia 

refused.1)9~tb:ia,;k .to re~~i~e -~i-~ ,. / f.hey . ~~i~~ i ~t~go£ic°.iliy -

that th~ ;~_eg<>.tiatiorfs could be cb~duct~d _th1·o~g_h th_c ~~_i tis_~ 
Ambassador in Moscow. Russia Ind her revenge as previously 
England· had declined ·to · honour Litvi1iov's credentials as 
Rus~ian Ambassador. England had no other alternative '. but 
to appoint Cripps ... s Ambassador. . Whei1 Russia :~ttacked 

Finland, .all the Brhish states~en including Ci'ip.ps h!].C:i .'. .con­
demned t.his aggres_sion · as tlm renaissan~e -.\ ·. of,.-.: Rus~ian 
Imperialism, but now that Cripps was woo!ng Russia,, his. first 
love letter was that the Soviet Govc1:n~ent did not believe 

' • ' I I 

Hitler and they went t~ F°inland to keep the Nazis at b_ay. 
Their m~in aim was to safeguard .their own country and they 
had no territorial ambitions. 

·coming to the East, we find Japan ·arrog'aritly ,vatning 
aO powers to take their ha~ds off the· Fai:' East; be~aus~ 
she was going to create a " new order l' ' ir1 · A.sh'l: 1 sucli" as 

Germany had established in Europe. This policy; in fact; ·was 
to be the installation of an Eastern Monroe 0octrine . . England· 
was then so helpless, though · by no means despodent / that · 
she signed an agreement with Japan' on- July 17; agreeing · to 
close the Burma Road for three months and ,not' senc!_ arms and 
ammunition to China. Chiang Kai-shek warned . Britain that · 
perhaps by closing the Burrria Road she hoped to -shorten the 
war in the Far East. " I am sure that ' she will ·'lengthen its ·· 

. duration and widen the scope of hostilities." Prophetic words, · · 
indeed! 

Commenting on the closing of the -life-line 'of China the. , 
Congress Prc5ident said : 

"Its gn·atest significance lies in tl-ie light it throws on··•· 
Briti :;h policy which claims to do one thin'~ :in· Europe 
and foilows an entirely different · co;_.rse i~ India · artci 

Chi11;1. It is support of a policy against which Gte-at 
Britain claims to be fighting for in Europe:" : ' ' ;, ' ' 

A II sorts of rumours \Vere current that Germany had· given . 

a free hand to Russia to march over Tibet, Afghanistan, 
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to India. . News also appeared ' in the Press that, 

Russia had ~obilized great forces on · the Afghan border. 
There was unprecedented and ?eartfelt · jubilation among the 
Communists "iii India that the glorious Red Army was coming 

to cc liberate" · India. 

As reg~rds ~he conditions m India there was unusual 

panic an_d nervousness. The graveyard ·peace in india was 

being marr~d by sporadic disturbances in the form of looting. 

People had lost all faith in the paper currency and consequent~ 

ly there ,was a rush to chaqge them into silver coins. In a 

few days' time rupe~ coins were scarce and their sca~city 

was. very disquieting. Government securities also fell. 

The. Congress Working Committee assembled . at Wardha 
on June 21, to rev-iew the situation created by the unexpected 
crash of the European countries. Tlie Working Committee mem­
bers as representatives of the l1~dia11 mas~es discusse~ at length 
the various problems arising from the menace of foreign 
aggression and threatening internal disorders. The Committee 
decided that Mahatma Gandhi should be free to pursue his 
great· ideal of non-violence and it. absolved him of the respon­
sibility·· of carrying out the programme and activities which the 

Congress -had to pursue under the conditions prevailing in 
India', in regard to aggression from witliout, and disorders 

from within. While the Working Committee held that the 
Congress must continue to adhere strictly to the principle of 
non-violence in India's struggle for independence, it could not 
ignore the ·imperfections and failings of the human element. 

Gandhi in a statement on June 29, said that he was both 

happy and unhappy over this decision. He was certain that 
good must come out of this separation. 

Gandhi interviewed the Viceroy at Simla on Juqe 29. 

The Working Committee met at New Delhi and delibe'rated 

for ov~r thirty h9tirs on. the proposals made by His Excellency 
to the Maliatm{l. The resolution passed on July 7, was the 
.briefest on the political situation. 

"The-iWorking CQmmittee are more than convinced 

. that-the ack'i1.o·wledgm°tnt by Great Britain of the compltte 

· .i.itdepl!fidencr: ot India i·s tire only solution of. . -the 
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problems facing both India and Britain, and, therefore 
are of the opinion tl_iat such an unequivoj:al deolara­
tion should be · immediately made and that, as an 
immediate step in giving effect _tp it, a Provision~! 
National Government should be constituted at , the 
centre, which should be such as to command t~e 
confidence .of all the elected elements in the I ciehtral 
Legislature and sec~r~ the closest co-ope~ation of thtt ' ,, 

re~ponsible Gm;ernments of the. Provinces . .- ........ : . T~e · 
Committee declare that if tr,ese measures are adopted' 
it will ei:,iable the Congress to throw its I fi.ill weight ' iii . 
the efforts for the effective organization of th~ . defen~e ., .. ' 

of the country." · 1 

'The Working Committee and the 
0

All-:Jndia I Cdngress 

Committee were to meet aga!n on July 25 and 27 at Pooria tb 

take stock of the situation. 
"I 

' Gandhi, commenting on the · Delhi resolution, said on .. . . 
July 8:- . • I 

"Up to now for one reason or another the Congress 
policy was ' no participation in the war, except for · the 
moral influence that the Con~ess can exercise, . unless . 
the vital • dema1id of the Congress was satisfied of 
Britain's own free wilL' Such was not the position of • 

all the members of the Working Committee. Hence, at 
critical moments, everv member had to· make up his or 
her mind independently of the rest. Rajaji was the . . 
framer of th-: resolution . He was as certain of his 
position as I was of mine. His persistency, and utter 

· humility brought him c_onverts. Sardar Patel was his 

greatest prize. He would not have thought of bringirig 

up his resolution if I ha-:l chosen to prevent . him. But 
I give my comrades the same credit for earnestness and 
self-confidence that I claim for myself. I had long 
known that we were drifting away from each other 
in our ·outlook upon political problems that face us." 

The country appreciated\ the Mahatma's magnanimity. 
The hi~tory of political and party controversies contains few 

instances in which a great leader threw all _ his . inffqcnce and 
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autµority at a critical .moment on the side of a m_ajority, 
which he believed all the time to be hopele~sly.in th1= wrong, 
~ -the Mahatma did in this case. Charity and tolerance like 
this is not exhibited ~y ordinary mortals qut i_s practised by 

prophets. · . . , 
Gandhi by adrµitting his defeat rose still fu~ther iu 

the indefinable estimation of the masses, }1:e . had show12 

himself a true democrat. not only in words but in deed as 

well 
The enemies of the Congress were hilarious that a rift had 

been created in the Congress by . the passing of the Delhi 
resolution. Sardar Patel, who detests indiscipline, set the~e 

critics at ease when he said on July 19, "Nobody should 
imagi~e th~t . there is any ~plit · in the Coi1gress Working 
Committee. or that the Committee is going to be· separated from · 
Gandhiji. Nothing c;an separate us." ' 

It may not be generally realized, but it is nevertheless 

wholly true th~t the Wardha and Delhi resolutions represen­
ted the logical · culmiilation of the Swarajist r~volt led by 
Deshabandhu Da:s, and Moti Lal Nehru. These two" leaders 

were as much wedded to non-violence in the limited sense · in 
which it is embodied in the · CoQgress creed as any ardent 
disciple of the Mahatma. But facing facts they consider·ed 

that in making n~m-violence its ~ole policy and prqgramme, 

the Congress under t~e l~adership of the Mahatma was 

losing its grip over the realities of India's actual situation. 
Nobody' . should presume that the question , .of non­

violence verSU! violence cropped up suddenly at Wardha. In 
September, I 938, Gandhi had raised the issue of non-violence. 
and he .w~nted Free India to eschew all violence and have no 
army_ to. defend the country against , aggression. The 

Congress should thus depend entirely upon non-:violence for the 
purpose of de,illing with internal disor~ers and external 

atta-~ks. ' Gandhi felt that he' had.· a message of non-violence 
to 'give to this war ·weary world arid! if he could not persuade 
his own ·countrymen to accept it, it would be difficult for him 
to preach it to . others. The Working· Committee felt itself 
unable to accept the position and explairied its ~ifficulties t0 
the - Mahatma. The issue, however, did not' assume · aay 
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serious proportions then, as the Munich · betrayal postponed -­
the war. Gandhi again raised it in September, 1939, when 
he went to see the Viceroy and wanted to be relieved of the ... 
responsibility. At Ranigarh Gandhi raised it for the third time, · 
but Azad actually "forced" . Gandhi not to precipitatei a · 
crisis and postpone the issue. At Wardha . Gandhi wanted 
the Committee to make up its mind once for all on such an 
important matter, as the international situation; had de- ­

teriorated. 

The India_n National Congress "is a political organization 
pledged to_ win the political independence of the country.' . h 
is not a body for organizing world peace. The Working ·co·m- · 

mittee members could not go as far as · the Mahatma wanted · 
• . I . · • 

them to go, and as the Congress President said, "We admit . 
that it is a weakness on our part; but it is a weakness · which · 

' ' 
we share with the entire humanity." 

For concisen!!SS, dignity and insight there is hardly ;i.ny 

resolution of the Congress on the War to compare with the . 
dec;is,io:i;i i:eached at Delhi. It was up to Britajn _ now to _ 
prove her bona ftdes. 

C. Rajagopalachariar, who framed the resolution, thus 
spoke on July JO: 

"It was a great decision that has been taken. It is 
for Britain to consider whether it is worth while to get 
a free India when she has seemingly lost France. 
We ask for a big price. The price will add to Britain's 
glory and not subtract from her prestige. Th'ose \-;,ho 
read the Congress resolution in anger will not see its 

essence. The spirit of friendship and voluntary alliance 

that is contained in it can -be seen only if a disinterea­
ted mind is brought to bear on it." 

The w_ar had lost its aggressive character. The defence 
of India was now an integral part of the <;lefence_ of Britain. 

This was' · the key to the understanding of the · re11olution of. 
the Working Committee. 

That the Congress was extremely aruc;ious, to play her full 
part iri the titanic struggle that was going on in Europe is clear, 
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from the resolution and the interpretations put by· its author 
Rajaji and his supporters. Frc.-cd from the political shackles 
that bound India she could in an incredibly short time rise 
to her full stature and put forth an · effort that will tilt the 

~~1~{1~e d!:fi~~ely ~ favoui. . of . d.~~oc~acy.- ?'~-~ df ~hfr£iio~ 
of &cedord tha. the Congr-ess:·~e'mariaed did• not mean with~ 
drawal froni the British plan or i:lefence·;· if"meant_. a free 
allia_n~e in ·. a foce atmosphere. Such1 a declaration would have 
r~sultcd• in,·-a · beuer-• tie1 than-the coerciiv~rpart.nctship imposed in 
spite . of. I:o,dia's1~pcat~·dem.apd1l° fon voluntary comradeship. 



11. Something to Fight f~r 
In this greal task of defending our· country we ' have our 

difficulties round every corner. The Imperialist Government, it. µ:., 
· apparent does ,rot realiz:,e the grave . urgen9 ofpti.rting with · . . 
power to the people. _ It continues to be myopic and covetous 
i11 its policies and big purposes continue to be governed by 
Little minds. 

B. P. L. BEDI. 

ON the eve of the A.I.C.C. meeting at Poona, Amery in 
the House of Commons on July 25, 1940, said with bare­

faced assurance that the situation in India was not serious 
and be had no statement to make . The Congress \}ad sacri­
ficed Gandhi to help Britain in its prosecution of the war. 
The country's representatives were meeting at Poona to con­

sider the Delhi resolution of the Working Committee, but the 
pontiff of the India Office had not even the elementary 
courtesy to say a word about it. Perhaps he wanted to fore­
warn over-zealous Indians that the British heart was as un­

responsive as ever and h~r ways fixed and immutable. To 
expect any kindly response from British bureaucracy is like 
striking one's head against a wall. In the dome of British 
Imperialism which many in their effeminate helplessness 
mistake for a benr.volent temple, one hears the stark echo of 
one's own appeals. 

But the Congress, unrr,iindful of this_ iniquitous British 
attitude, carries on its mission of world peace and wor~" fur 
the ideal of universal brotherhood by ~rging the freedom of 

India and other exploited nations so that all countries may 
join tbt: world federation and eternal peace may reign . 
upon this tormented world and man may ·lead his natural 
life of peace, love and goodwill to all, instead of war, hatred 
and exploitation. 

38 
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Nehru ' moved the • fol_lowing resolution , at , ,the Poona 
A.I.C.C. - meeting held ·• on July 27_, "The AJ.C.C .. has 
cqnai_dered the statement issued . by the Working' Committee 
from Ward ha_ on June :21; 1940, ,and ,confirms it ... : .... . . " 

'By adoptl~g this res.olution the C~ngress had nof ~li~bed 
down; only Gandhi elevate·d himself still further 'and · remained 
the beacon light for a world haunted by force and crippled 
byviol~nce. ! •., a ., · • · · ' , : , . . · _ .. 

Mighty 
1
Irid\'a wanted to .jump into . the arena to subdue 

a_nd ~::m~e ~~~ all put a . halt to · the periodical excur~ions ~f 
Germ~ny and he'r satellites i~to other countri~s. For this 
crusade she ' even sacrificed·· ·her revered le~de·r: · ih~ idol of 
inillio11s ancf the _i_deal of th~ id~alists, {vho had •~ut. ''the life­
giving red corpuscles into I~dia's thin .blood. He had r~pfaced 

despair ,vith hope, · dejection with faith and ever-re~urring 

humiliations ":ith the manly courage to re~ist them ~n~i 1s-i:.f'rer 
no longer. . , . · · 

There was no reference in the resolution to · the failures 
j ' • • 

of the B.ritish Gov~rnment to meet the . Indian demand for 
freedom~ nor any criticism of it. It was a plain matter of fact 
and practical pr~position·. It had to be ~o considering the 

. - 1: ' . 

knock out blows that the .Allied countries had received. In 
he~ h~ur of, trial, India _di~ not w_~nt to remind England of her 
failings, but, at the same time, _how cou_ld India, tired of 
British promises, go back even a bit on · any of the people's 

just demands? lndia ha4i hope,d that the dancing, star of 

"i'reedo~ wo~ld emerge out - of . E;ngl~nd's . ~ght for freedom 
against Fascism, but who knew that nothing but black clouds 
were t~ arise out of chaos ? · 

A Natio~~l ' Govern~ent · ~t the centre was a natural 
. ' 

corollary and the condition precedent to Ii::idia's full partici-
p;tion in the war·. There was no question of swapping horses 
in mids~ream'. I,f Churchill cquld , rep.la,ce Chamberlain 

a~idst. the ago.nie:s. of the ~var; surely ~epresentative Indians, 
commanding the confidence 'or the p·eople, . could easily · re­
place old civilians .and unrepresentativ~ Indians. The argu­
ment that th~re may be a constitutional diffi~ulty in recogniz-
in~ india's constitutional independence and the establishment 
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of.a ,Natii:>nal Government was effectively answered ·by Rajaji. 
''Difficulties relating to the constitution need not ·and sh'obld 
not stand in the .way of:the British Government accepli'rfg ·the 
Congress demand..!' He admited 'the British respi::·cF for 
their . Cons_titution, but "tµe constitution is like ~n apparel 
that can be changed and is not unchangeable _ as. _the skin 
; If. " 1tse . 

This is manifestly true. 
. . 

Wise men are not the .slaves of 

the constitution, and, paradoxical as it .may sound, of all the 
. JI . •' I • 

nations in the world the Bri~ish have the least reason _ to treat 
their Constitution _ as sacrosanct. With all their profess~ 
horror and detestation for revolution, there is no . nation_ in 
the world which more easily accepts a revolution~ry change 
.once it has become inevitable than the British. There is 
only one case on record in w~ich Britain, both immedia~ely 
and ultimately, failed to rise to the occasion. That was the 
case of the ·colonies, 'whith eventually bt:~ame the United 
States of America . . Even in the case of Ireland, the most 

conservative of British statesmen felt no hesitation in . accept­
ing the inevitable, the moment they were convinced that th~ 
only alternative was war. On the 'one · hand, she · cli~gs · a:s 
long and as passionately ·as she can to an institutio~ or system, 
not because of its intrinsic merits, but because i~ exists , a:nd 
serves her immediate purpose. On d1e other hand, she 
discards it without excessive and unavailing 'regret;· when s}:ie 
is convinced that it can no longer serve her purpose, that to 
cling to it any longer would _do 'far greater harm .than ·good_. 
And the best pa'i;-0£ the thing is that, once she has parted ~th 

the kernel of power she can no longer retain with · safety, she 

does not quarrel about . the -- husk but lets . things take their 
course. This is demonstrated by the complete fr~~dom with 

which De Valera has been able to tear t~ pieces one arti~le 
~fter another of the Anglo-Irish Treaty until Eire has become 

· a compl~tely Independent State. ·so much· s~, · that :when 
~rel and declared her neutrality in . this _war, . B~itaiQ did not 

even raise her little. finger. 
The Times oflnt/ia; an organ of Briti~h -vested interest11 

wrote :---
. 1•The 

I 

next tnove . rests with Whi teha:11 and the sct,ner · 
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it is taken the better, since British policy towards this 
country has invariably been dogged by the fatal handi­
cap of always being declared too late to b~ effective." 
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The Poona -re~olution contained not even an iota of 
threat. Consistent' with its dignity and high traditions, the 
A.LC_:C; did not fix ariy time · limit. But, as . Nehru had 
said in moving the resolution, every body had to fix . some 

I . . 

time limit in his own mind. · Maulana Azad _on July 31, 
warned ·.the sieepy British rulers t~at . "we cannot "}Vait inde­
finitely, nor can we sit idle. The Congress sh~uld itself 
shoulder responsibility if the Mahatma's leadership is not 
available in the ne~t struggle." 



13. Missing The Bus 

But I do fight, let me tell you fra11klJ•, as a subject of 

KiTlg George, that I fight for a place in his household and 

I will not be con9 nt with a place in his stables. 

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU 

(At the Imperial Conference 1923) 

THE Viceroy made a statement on August 8 in reply to the 

Poona resolution of the A.I.C.C. This statement later 
on came to be known as the ~ugust Offer and it has been the 

· pole star of British policy since then. His Excellency stated 
that His Majesty's Government had authorised him to invite 
a certain number of representative Indians to join the Execu­
th·e Council, and to establish a War Advisory Council, which 

would meet at regular intervals and which would contain 
representatives of the Indian States and other interests in the 
national life of India as a whole. Further, the Home Govern­
ment empowered him to give the assurance that they would 
most readily assent to the setting up after the conclusion of 
the War, with th.e least possible delay, of a body of-representa­
tives of the principal elements in India's national life in· order 
to devise the frame-work of the new constitution and they 
would lend every aid in their power to hasten decisions on all 
relevant matters to the utmost degree. He deplored the fact 
that the differences in lndi~ remained unbridged and said 
that the minorities would not be allowed to be coerced into 
submission He made it clear that there could be no 

transfer of the ultimate responsibility of the British Government 

for the p~ace and welfare of the country. In short, only th~ 
Executive Council was to be expanded. 

Dr. S. D. Kitchlew, the celebrated old Congressman of 
the Punjab whose- sacrifites for the poor millions of India 
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have reduced him to one of them, said on August 10 : 
" I have been very much amused to read the Viceroy's 

declaration. I am glad that British Imperialism has 
mad-: its position clear. The British Government h~ve 
ignored the Indian National Congress and placed· its 
reliance on reactiopary elements. The decl~ration is 
an open challenge to the spirit of true and genuine 
natio.nalism. Will the Congress take · it lying down ? 
That is the question." 
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The Viceregal declaration went little beyond the proposals 
,w.ade py him in October 1939. 

British statesmanship reaffirmed voluntarily its age-old 
bankruptcy by refusing to accept the . hand of comradeship 

exten,d,eC,. by th~ Con~·ess on behalf of the prostrate masses 
of India. It was not the time for hedging and haggling, but 
for bold statesmanship, for a swift and generous and not 
tardy and grudging· fulfilment of promises. India was not 
pulling her weight. Why not? She was dissatisfied, disappoint­
ed and even distrustful. In her supreme hour of trial and 

tribulation England needed at her back a unit~d and self­
respecting India, conscious of her free future. Were not her 

desires bound up with the maintenance of the world freedom 
for which England professed she was fighting ? 

Gandhi on August 131 criticising the declaration said :­

" The Viceregal pronouncement is deeply distressing. 
Jt widens the gulf between· India, as represented by the 
Congress and England. Thinking India outside the 
Congress ha~ not welcomed. the pronouncement. It 
does not dispel suspicion; neither does the pronounce­

ment take note of the smouldering discontent. My 

own fear is that democracy is being wrecked. Britain 
cannot claim to stand for justice, if she fails to be just 

to India. India's disease is too deep to yield to any 
make-believe or half-hearted measures." 

Having been so grossly insulted by haughty Britain, what 

was the alternative left for the Congress? Pandit Nehru 
said on August 12 : " The Congress must fight on. We 

cannot compro~ise with Imperialism. Communalists by 

putting forth conditions are hind~ring the struggle for indepen-
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dence and seem to prefer slavery to freedom if their conditions 

are not fulfilled.'' 

Did it not occur to the authors of the stateaient that in the 

name of "~rotecting" the rights of the minorities and "prevent­

ing" them from .being coerced by the majorJty they were actual­
ly imposing upon India the will of a minority? What was the 
Government they were going to set up at the centre <'xcept 

the Government of a minority buttressed by their 'own 

authority? The Viceroy's treatment of the Muslim League 
as synonymous with the Muslim community was a blatant and 
gross misrepresentation of facts as this claim had been denied 

by all the other Muslim organisations. 

Initiating the India debate in the House of Commons on 

August 14, the Secretary of State said:-

" The constitutional dea~lock in India is not so much 
between His Majesty's Government and a conse_ntient 

Indian opposition as between the main elements in 
India's own natjonal life. It can, therefore, . only. be 

resolved ,not by the relatively ~asy method of a bilateral 

agreement between His Majesty's Government ·. and 

representatives of, India, but by the much more difficult 

method · of a multilateral agreement in which His. 

Majesty's Government is only one of the parties." 
r 

He paid a glowing tribute to Congress lea~ers who, he 
said:-· 

'' Are men inspired by an ardent national patriotism. 
They have built a remarkable organisation, by far the most 

efficient political machine in India, of which they are justly 
proud. They have striven to make that organisation national 
and· all embracing." 

( :atcgorically rejecting the Congress demand for the 

cstalili~lmwnt of a National Government to mobilize ludia's 

va~a rnijurccs fr,r swift ,,nc-: effective war effort in_ India, he 

~a id :-- -

" If. h,,wevn, tlw Congress claim is that rncrn bers of 

the Viu:rny' s Council should be dependent on the 



MISSING · THE BUS 

support of the elected members of the Legislature, it is; 
in fact, a demand for changing the whole basis of the 
Indian Government in the middle of the war." 

In short, Amery once again missed the bus. 
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India w·as in extreme despair; the treatment she was 
recelving from the Briti~h bureaucracy was callous. In that 

mo6d . even a .' catastrophe, would not have frightened 

her. These reiterated phrases as to the " separate 

constituent facts of the complex national life of 
India " - and these restatements of the min'ority case, 

marked by a warm.th and determination in improvement 
even !)f the original, might have been alluring to some 
parties. But these were fatal _ pitfalls for · the whole nation 
and for every part of it. A great phrase used by 
Christ to assure His disciples of the spaciousness of heaven and 
the all-embracing grace of God was requisitioned by the 
Secre·tary of State to jus~ify Ulsterism. But India could not 

be finally desti~ed to such an u~fortunate status and she was 
deterµiined to overcome all these anti-national moves on 
the part of her rulers. 

The .Congress Working Committee met at Wardha on 

Augu~t 22, 1940 to review the situation in the light . of .the 

Viceregal pronouncement and the Secretary of State's 

speech. It passed the following resolution : 

I 

'"The proposals contained in the Viceroy's statement 

of August 8 and the Secretary of State's speecl:i in the 

House of Commons on August 14 are wholly opp'.lsed 

not only to the principle ,of democracy, . acclaimed by 

the British Government in their War Aims, but also 
opposed to the best interests of India, and, therefore, 
the Congress cannot be a party to accepting these 

proposals or advising the country to accept them. 

;;The Commi~tee are of the opinion that the rejection 

of this proposal unmistakably indicates that there is no 
willingness on the part of the British Government to 

part with any power, and the dem~wd for Constituent 
Assembly has been misrepresented as coercion. , The 

desi1 e of the Congress not to _emb!1rrass the British 
,. 
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Government at a time of peril for them h~s bten 
misunderstood and despised, They · are imposing 
on the Congress a struggle to vindicate its position 
and to act for the preservation of the liberties and the 
honour of the people. The Congress can have no 

thought but that of the supreme good of the dutnb 
and toiling millions of India and through them of 
the whole of submerged humanity." 

The Working Committee called the A.I.C.C. ~<:> mee_t 
on September 15, 19.40 at Bombay. The qommittee ~*ed 

the Salyagraha Committees that those who ~d ta~en th,e 
Satyagraha pledge should carry on the constructh:e .worJc ~,n.d 

other nation building activities of the Congres_s. 

Rajaji exposed the utter absurdity of A_mery's pretended 

sympathy for the minorities when he said what later came 

to be known as a "Sporting Offer" :-

"In answer to Amery's difficulty as to the minorities, 
I may make a sporting offer that if His Majesty's 

Government will agree to · a _Provisional National 

Government being formed at once, I undertake to 
persuade my colleagues in the Congress to agree to the 

Muslim League being invited to nominate the Prim~ 
Minister and to let him form a National Go.vernll).ent 
as he would consider best. If there is sincerity in the 
difficulty felt by His Majesty's Government, it should 
be ~et by what I offer." 

Strangely enough the British Government took no notice of 
Rajaji's "Sporting Offer" and it kept sile;11t. The offer was 
obviously undemocratic as it gave power tq t4~ M11~liJP. L?,gue 
which is wedded to the two-nation theory . It woul~ h_~ve l;leen 
a tragedy in Indian national •iife if the Congress had permitted 
the establishment of an ultra-communal body like the Muslim 
League in the saddle of the central executive authority in 
India. But this " Sporting (?ffer " exposed the pretence 
of the Government that it wanted to part with power, but 

that differences among Indians themselves were re~ponsible for 
the deadlock. 

Further, there was a lot uf talk of the British Government , 



MISSING THE BUS 47 

not wanting coercion in India. Who wants coercion of any 
group ? Who suggests it? Certainly not the Congress. The 

Congress h~s never hankered after power for itself. It was easy 

enough for Congressmen to get soft jobs at the centre and in 
the provinces. Evidently the high priests of British Imperialism . 
judge the Congress by their own standards and are surprised 
that Congressmen refuse jobs. The Con~ess asked for power 
to be transferred to the Indian people. _ But how could Britain 

transfer power and at the same time give up its special privi­

leges? Therein lies the whole trouble. 
During the past year India had put up with much and in' 

spite of provocation restrained itself. But this new British 
approach was an insult' added to the longstanding and ever-in­
creasing injury to Indian nationalism. The Congress could not 
tolerate it, unless it was to forget its objective, its tradition, 
its pledges, its past• history and finally commit suicide. 
It was easy enough for the fighters for Indian freedom' 
to escape from the political tangle into prison. But consistent 
with their sincerest desire not to embarrass Britain in distress 

' they did nt>t declare · civil disobedience. But the continued 
attempt to emphasise and increase differences and the latest 

attitude shown by the British Government ot1 funda­
menta! issues had become sickening. The primary problem 
before the country was one of freedom. Commun_al and other 
questions were of secondary importance. The vast ·changes 
that were sweeping over the world would also wipe· off the 
communal problem. A_nd Nehru said, "l am always pre­
pared to bow down to my brethren but not to do so before 

outsiders." 
On August 29, the Azad-Linlithgow correspondence was 

releal1ed. Tlie Viceroy had said : " I trust Congress will 
help." But Azad replied: "There is no meeting ground." 
He further· said, "Apart from other fundamental questions, 
there is not even any suggestion for a National Government. 
In the circumstances I am unable to find any scope for further 

discussion." 



14. Protest-Without Malice 
Each petty hand 
Can steer a ship becalm' d ; but he that will 

Govern and carry her to her ends must know 

His tides, his current ; how to shift his sails ; 

What she will bear in foul ; what in fair weather ; 

What her springs are. her leaks and how to stop them : 

The forces and the nature of all winds; 
Gusts, storms and tempests ; when her keel ploughs hell, 

And decks ki1ocks heaven, then to manage her 

Becomes the name and office of a Pilot, , 
BEN JONSON " Cataline ... 

r-r HE All- Cndia Congress Committee met at Bombay on 

September 15, 1940. Gandhi, reviewing the situation and 
chalking out the future programme of the Congress said : 

" I may tell you that I am not anxious to go to jail. Of 
course,· it is open to the Government to lock me up any 
time they like. I w~sh to make it clear that we do'· not 
wish ill to Britain. We do not want her to be defeated. 
A Satyagrahi does not believe in taking 'advantage of 
the weakness of his opponent. Whatever we have to 
achieve we will achieve through our own strength, and 

that is why we have said that we do not want to 
embarrass Britain. The .Congress claims for itself the 
freedom to protect civil liberty in this country. We 
must have the right to state freely what we feel about 
the war. How can the Government claim that India i,s 
with.the · British Government so fa,r as the war is con­
cerned? They have committed the greatest blunqer 
by declaring that India is with them without even 
consulting the autonomous provinces. When they did 
this, we realis~d the hollowness of so-called provin-
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cial autonomy. That . is why the Congress . ministries 
rcsigned ......... If I have to face any aggressor, I will 

<;:ourt death as . ~ true Satyagrahi · wi~p. a .s.i;nile on my 

face ....... , .. There ,is enough room · for compromise in 
this· resolutio.n , .. and I shall . go to . the Viceroy with 

. the resolutiop an,d ask him if the. pr,esent, situation is .not 

such .as . will . lead to the extinction . :Of the Congress. 
There.is no, question of mass civil d .isobedience.. I am 

still thinki~g of . something but · I have . not yet seen 

the light." 

The following resolution was passed : 

" The All-India Congress Committee cannot submit to 

~ policy which is a denial of India's natural right to 
freedom which suppresses the free expression of public 

opinion, and which would lead to the degradation of 

her people and their continued enslavement. By follow­
ing this policy the .British Government have created 
an intolerable situation and are imposing upon the 

Congress-a struggle for -the ·preservati@n of their honour 
and the ,elementary rights ........ tCongressmen cannot 
withhold their admiration, for .the . btavery and en­
durance .shown by the British . nation in the hour 
of danger and peril. They can have . no ill will against 
them and the spirit of Saiyagraha ·forbids the Congress 
from doing anything with a view to embarrass them; 
But the self-imposed restraint cannot be taken to the 
extent of self-extinction ...... . .. the Committee reque~ts 

Mahatma Gandhi to guide the country." 

4~1. 

London was being heavily pounded and its ancient 
buildings pulverised by Goering's proud and ruthless Air 

Force, and Gandhi said : 

" The .dreaded has happened ; the imaginary has become 
real. My sympathy is deeper to-day; but it has changed in 

form. There is no inconsistency. If there is any inconsis­

tenc;y it is due -to the ever-changi.J1g and, in this partictilar 

instance, changed circup)st<!,nces. I was unprepared for the 

recen~ 1declarations and I claim ,:hat it is the genuineness of my 

sympathy which has made me,siQgle·out the, fact which·Britain 
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can easily recognise and yield without any difficulty in · her 
orosecution of war." 

Britain was not only being savagely bombed but "there 

was also the threat of ' invasion. Gandhi in I sl!ch perilcms 

circumstances did not press or even whisper about 'independence 

for Tndia; he only wanted the elementary right of 
freedom of speech to be recognised. · :And ' the ·sanctio,f 'be­
hind the enforcement of this entreaty as we sh'aH see later,, 

was only a symbolic individual Satyagraha and 'that 'too in 
a most restricted · and innocuous form. It was hatred :of 

Fascism and love for England coupled with sympathy for the 
Allied cause which compelled Gandhi to take sue~ an actiorL . 

On September 27, 1940, tht: Ma~atma intervie.wed .. Lord 

Linlithgow. T_he Gandhi-Viceroy corre~pon,c;I gqce- was n:l~ascd 

on September 30. ., 

The Viceroy refused point blank to agr~e to the Congress 
. • I ' ' t 

demand for freedom of speech. .. 
Gandhi emphasising his opposition to ,Fascism saic;I : 

" I made it plain in the course ofi , QUr talk that 

the Congress is as much opposed to victory of 
Nazism as any Britisher can be." : 1, . 

Gandhi's faith in <i;reat Britafo is unshakeable. . " Even 
ifLondori fali's and ·Grcat ·Brit'ain falls , it: will not': mean that 

Great Britairi has beeii defeated" was liis' 'tribute - to British, 
· . .! ' - "p ' _: _, tenacity: · 

On the eve oi· the sl~uggle , Gandhi ~xplaining his attitude 
towards Britain s,iid . ~n Oct<;ber 13 : · 

" Let us tell the British where they are · in . the 
wrong, but do not Jet ·us wish them ariy harm. · We 

may demand · a mental and heart change in their · 
outlook , but we may not pray for · theit dowrifalL 
The defeat of the British would connote the victory 

of the Nazis which again we do not arid inust 'not 
desire ." 

Thr .Nc,o Statesman and · Nation / L~ndo·n,· · ~vrote· . on 

O ctober J.i: •·On the da y that Gandhi'co1ild ·· broa·cicast ·ove? 
thr. et hc>r his s:itisfact ion that his' people ~•er~ frt~e; we. s'houid · 
acqitire· a ·n'ew · personality iri .the eyes · of Europe · and ?of 
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America. · Even M . . Molotov wou1d stammer to 'accuse us of 
. imperialist amµitions . We cannot lead : a . war of liberation 

in Europe, if a rebel India .hang;; about oµr head .'•' . 

: r - . Time arid again Gandhi ha~ made it ·clear that he was n<it 

going'. to hit Britain' ,below the belt whatever h er· failings and 

provol'.ations and however pungent and biting the criticism of 

· thr. t..cftists in India .'· That: is why he was not to r.ourt 
arrest as it \\' OU}d embarrass Britain a~d he wanted to keep 
thl: movement pun". and umkfilrd . H r f11rthrT laid down that 
the· Co_ngr~ss· had no desire to surrnun<l ammunition 'factories 

~r barracks and· prevent people ' frorn doing \Vhat they Ekt!d. 
On October 17, 1940, . individual · Satyagraha com1nenced . 

and Vinobha Bhave, who \ vas ·'the first nominee, add1:essed a 
meeting 'in th~-:vi.Hage of . Pahaur. Gandhi had discussed 
with Vinobha various plans so as 'to eliminate ·even the least 
possibility of friction, the idea being to sublimate the move- · 
inent into a moral protest and thus maintain its purity 
and grandeur:. Vinobha's speeches, · far from being · political 

or containing anythin~ to arouse the masses against Britain, 
wei-'e an essay Oil non:vi'olence 'and the constnlctive programme. 
Vinobha', in fact, · wing7d his listeners into the high empyrean 

cifsublime ethics. His successor,_ Pandit Nehru, was expected 
to strike more dulcet, mote popular, more niundane notes to 
a much larger and more sympathetic world. 

On October 24, (}andhi decided to_ close down Harijan 

as the Editor received a notice from the District Magistrate 
of Poona that all news relating to Vinobha 's speeches , be first 

-, submitted to the-Press . 1Advise1·, ' Delhi. . 
Pandit Nehru ·was arrested on October 31, and sentenced 

to fou,- years' 'imprisonment; · ·Nehru, the bit\ere~t opponent 
of fascism, ,~as . ' to 'g:et . -the 'iongesi: sentence. . Pid this 
rmp;isonment riot mean: that India's co-operation in the war 
was not sought • ~s a friend, but demanded as a serf? Willing 

India was beirig converted into a resentful _stranger. Was 

not England playing the democrat at home and the dictator 

abroad:' 
The Viceroy in · his. ·speech to · the Central Legislative 

Assembly ou''Novernber ·20_ said : " The proposals in question 

would place real power and real responsibility in Indian 
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hands." The proposals did not pace real power in Indian 
hands, but even if they did, what was · forgotten was that 
what India wants is not merely that power and 
responsibility should be placed in any Indian hands 
but that they should be placed in the hands of India 

herself. She did not want the substitution of a brown for a 
white bureaucracy, but clamoured for a National Self.:. 
Government. No Indian objects to the,... survival of Britain 
and her national liberty. But we desire life for India also, 
and, therefore, liperty. There is between the maintenance of 
British power in India and Indian liberty a contradic,tion, which 
ought to be removed and replaced by a better relationship. 

Amery was being criticised for not mentioning · India 
in any of his speeches. On December 12, 1940, he made an 
"India First" speech. He emphasised at length the unity 
of India, but if we analyse the speech it comes more to 
"India nowhere in the pfoture" than '' India first." Mr. 
M. L. Chowla wrote in the Tribune, " what is the t1se of his 
pontirically , declaring that 'India .. First' should be the 
slogan of all Indians, when he offers encouragement to the 
theocratists by assuring them that nothing would be done 
without their count? He is responsible for the growth of the 

mediaeval mentality of the Muslim League." Amery :exagge-. 

rated the role of England in _the drama of Indian Natio~alism, 
We remembered the words of.the Ner.p Testament when, ,Amery 
said "India First," "The first -shall be the. last · a.nd the 
last first." 

Addressing the annual ,,meeting of the- Associated: ; ,Gh13m­
bers of Commerce. on December. 16, the Viceroy .• declared that 
he adhered to his statement of August 8,-, ;Which . '.' embodied 
a genuine, a sincere and a most generous offer." 

The Viceroy in his speech made a strange remark that 
" at no stage have any constructive proposals capable of 
realisation in the conditions of t_he modern world been put 

forw~~d." Was not the Poona Offer a constructive proposal? 
Both India and the modern world a're intensely nationalistic 
and the Poona resolution wanted a Provisional National 
Government. It did not ask for a Congress Government, but 
for a Government enjoying the confidence of all elected 
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elements in the Central Legislature. 
The Viceroy had stated that the " objective of the 

Government remains to lead India to the proclaimed goal 

of Dominion Status." This is neither a novel sentiment, nor 
a new prom_ise. In, fact, it has been the declared policy of 

. the·-British · Government: As far back as· 1921, on the iii­
auguration-of the Ce~tral Legislature, His M3:jesty the King 
saia : 

" For years, if may be . fot generations, patriotic and 

loyal Indians have dr~amt of Swaraj for their mother­

land: Yo1:1 have the beginnings of Swaraj within my . . 
Empire, ~d the widest scope and ample .opportunity 
which my other Domi~io~s enjoy! ' 

Even a man like Churchil~ in 1920 opined : 
•• We owe India a deep debt and we look forward con­

fidently to-the days when the Indian Government and 
people would have assumed fully and completely their 

· E>ominion ~Status." 

In 1928;, · Ramsay MacDoniild; · ·the· then· Prime -Minister 
-publicly said:·: ' · · '' 

"Wi-thin a ·pe-riod of ·.months tmher-than· years . there 

will be a new Dominion added to the Comrnbnwealth 
of our Nations:, a ,Dominion ·of another ,,:,ace; a•Dominion 
that• would I find · .self-respect as an equal within this 
0ommonwealth.?' 

' 

And·what -progtess-has- :Ittdla-·made ?0 'With:. what: g!'eat 
magnanimity lb-ave these promises be-en ftilfilled·? 

Docsifreedom ttieari·'nc:, mote· than· a•·nurage ?. Is- 'freedom 

only another word for anarchy or chicaricfry· ·or the:- iriterest 
of those who are· p<'n\l'trful· by violence or· duiriing rather than 

reason or merit'? 
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. _ -. . . ~ .. -· : 

15~ 'An,ery'-: Own Te~·ti'l11!)11Y 
: . . . . . . . . . . ~. . ~ . . . 

it is p~ep~sterous t~ think th~t •. the j;zd£~n proleta,iat, · ~d, 

the vast mass, the almo.st.irmumerable peoples of l~1(iia. would be 
• • - -1 . . . .. • : . • . • ,• . . •· • . • . 

likely to live i11 peace, happi11ess and. decency under the same 
. policy . a11d 'ihe • sami far~ ef . cdv~r~me~t ' ~s 't!1e British, 

, , • ,1•· I : ,. ·. 1! , .1 , 

Canadian or Australian democracies. It is preposterous not 
· :beckuse natives . of India ~re inherently i~ic~pable' if lilorking 

mad em democratic i11stitutio11s, . but iiecaule' 1a_r tl1e politic~/, 

social, religious ~nd racial co;1ditio;i; · of tli~ country i;1 wfzich 
. . I . • • . I . ' I, 

tlze,y live. · · · · · · ' ' · " · 
·· ... ; .. ' · . . ·., ·CHURCl'flTuL: 

.·. , 1 _ •• • . , , !J,uJy1 9; -l!:131 ,. 

THE political deadlock in India contim1ed, ,,. The British 
. Governmenth,ad sai~ tJl<;ir last :worc:l in..t'1<;:-A:ugt1st Offer. 

Instead of trying to show courage and imaginatio)l . in ; Indian 

matters, the Government .persi&ted . in : ,their ruinous .. policy 
of''donothing .. '! 1 ,1:•1 ·, .( ! ~· • 1, , , 

Though Gandhi . had started . hi:S ·. Civi1 . . Disobedience 
campaig~, he had. given it .the most restricted character .. ' · The 

list of the Satyagrahis was religiously scrutinized and ' sifted to 
eliminate coar~er stuff. . Care was taken tQ permit only those 
who had ground themselves into. dust in ~he ,mUlatone of. Indian 
freedom. ~h_c Satyagrahis h~<;\ .t9 send a ,writt~~ . ~u;>tice . to the 
Oistric~ M;!.gistrate that . th~Y .. ~ntcncted delivering a speech, 

. ' . .. , _ 1 ___ , • . •·' .• , • / • .. • 

The name of the pla_?e and ~i~e wer~
1 
~lso .. speci~ecL . !n . rn<?at 

cases they were clapped i~_to prison before · they had opened 
their mouth. There was to be no Satyagraha on Sundays . and 
it was suspended during Christmas. In the Cantonments even 

the Satyagraha Committees were abolished . When S. Sampuran 
Singh was arrested at Lahore, the students held demonstra­
tions.• Gandhi immediately rebuked them : 

" They have done a great disservice to the national 

cause. This is no movement to overawe or deliberately to 
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embarrass the Governm'ent whatever. may be said to the 
contrary. · .Jt is a movei:neni to express the stern deter­
mination· of the ; ·Congress ·to pay · the · highest price · · 
required in the shape of self~sactifice and suffering for . 

vindicating nation·a1 honour." ·, -'. . 

The ~~~~me~t, if it' can be called
1 

a ~o~ement at ;il, ~as 
just on· the issJ~ o'f freedo~ . of speech. Gandhi \~an.ted 

. I 1 , I , · ·• ·: 1 , • 1 , , , • • 

liberty, 'provided it . was no_t · inconsi,st~nt with non~violenq: , 
, ' - . , · , I , l ,· , , , • t • ~ • ( ; · • , 

In ·short, ·he wanted libertY, and n_ot .licence. Wha.t he desired 
• I i •• • • , • 1 ; r • • · · 

was that man 's mind should not · be chained and · that' man 
should be at iibe:t\ ~? ~~p~~ss l~~s .. ·~•iew;._ Irf · ~xplaj~i~ the . 

choice that th b world's civilization had· before lt, Rooseveit 
had discoursed' th~t it was 0·1~e b~t;~cen religion · and godless- , 

ncss, . tl_1,c i~~a, :~•f j~st1ce. _again:s~-[?re~, _m?~~I dec~ncy ', agai·~sl 
the firmg squad, c~m,rag~ to speak. ~ut, to act, 11ersus the false 

lulla~y _of ~rpias~me~t. Was :1ot Gari~/1i p~tting/ ui~ . P,~acti~e 
what the. President ofµ.S.A . _h,ad _~o_unselled as the ideal for . 

. k' d '.> ... . . • 
man 1n . . , , . . ; . . . . . . 

When the Congress ministries were in power, Gandhi had 

categorically declared . that 'libe_r~y in the Congres~ provi~ces 

shou]d not be inisus~d as licence and _'not eve~ a ·~embl~nce of 
violenc·e or a shadow of s~bvei·sive activities wmi'ld be t~le~at­
ed. Gandhi would° . not ~hink ' or' inclulging in an~ a;ts of 
sabotage ~i1d~r tlie cover_ of fre~dom ofsp.eech . ·wl;i~h .. he had 

asked fo,:. Kncri.ving all this~ the ~ritish , Q'o~crn~c~t cl.id not 
accede to. the moral ri_ght oi· ire~_do·m,-~f' .'5pc~~h . . We· arc not 

un~~v~i\: · that i~' the las\ ,y,ar_ _even_ a1;1thors )i~e Lowes Oickenson 

wer~ put ~~ ~h~ ~1,ack l~s!, ~rid m.~~ l!ke . B~r~rf1:1d Russell were 
pr~~c~uted. ·The Sermon on the Mount woul~ ha~e discouraged 

recruiting and a Parliam.ex;itary Under S_ecretary .of State then 
a~n~unced that ,, if ~~e~ for .' such a purpose . that d~c~ment 
w~uld be. iiabl~ to .. . seizure,,,. His~ory bears testim~ny to 

th~ futility c/thi_s.po~i~Y·, . ',. · ~·;- , · 

. A pious . Engli~h~l'!~n . warn~d.J1is coµntrymen that. " if the. 

British Governmt;n~ took up the task _of repr:~ssion, in India; 
they would,: do thems.e,lves. a d,isser,vice befor-e · .the public 
opinion of the w,orld as great as losing an iI,D.por~ant ; .battle." 

But no body listened. , ~ --- , :• , •~-- •- ,-.~ .i ... - -. . . 
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Amery is an artist -in ·blaming others ,for the wrongs • ·done 
by himself or his -Government. . Speaking:on January 23, 19:H, 
he reiterated his meaningless dictum ,.that the solution Jay in 
the hands of.Indians. themselves. • 

Amery's political philosophy of Indian life is ,. based on 
differences among the Indians. But who is resp,o.nsible for the 
differences in India ? Who introduced separate electorates ? 
The system of separate electorates was opp,osed to .the, teaching 

of history, it perpetyated class divisions and stereotyped the 

existing relations. Hindus ·and Muslims, who happily lived 
together for centuries, are now made to gaze fiercely across 

• the table at each other. Catholics and Protestant.s used to · 

fly at each other's throats, but do they now ? To-day, Ji~nah . 
is persona grata with the authorities. Will the Government 
follow the remedy that he suggested for the commu~~l ma!iid.Y · 
some years ago when Lord Birkenhead refer~ed to the _ 
communal trouble in India ? Jinnah suggested to him that 
Britain should do in the case of India what it had done in 

the case of Canada, where the differe~ces between the English 

and the French were on a much b~gger scale than - thQsc 
existing between the communities of India. Lord Durham, 

• . • I _ 

who arrived in Canada as the Governor-General, . realized .the 
racial cleavages and a!! soon as self-govern:ncnt was introduced 
the icy· differences of race, religion and language melted 

before the sun of common freedom and common- patriotism. 
The same miracle can .happen in India. _ 

There will always be dissenters in every country. Ir India 
has to produce c1. dissent-proof constitution, the establishment 
of self-government in this country will have to be postponed 
to tire Greek Cal ends. · 

The Secretary of State had said that Britain had inherited 

from the past the responsibility for the peace and welfare of 
India. But how have the British ~gent~ discharged their _ 
responsibility ? The wide spread illiteracy in India and 
chronic poverty of.the ma'Sses throw a lurid - light :on their 
administration of this country; In the 19th ,century -people · · 

bragged about their domination aod felt little -shame, but 
does not ·Britain still rejoice in the same language in these 

days c,f freedom and equality? 



AMERY'S OWN TESTIMONY 57 

Amery 's speech did not make any fresh approach; on the 

contrary, it was bound to lead to serious misgivings. A. G. 

Gardiner thus anatomized Amery :-

" He is a d1chard who may not sec farther than his 

nose. The story of Ireland, the story of Egypt and the 

story of South Africa are lost upon him." 

One . does not expect anything constructive from 
Amery,_ but why was the Labour Party as reticent as a pigeon 

before a cat ? While in the Opposition it prates and chatters 
of what miracles it will accomplish for India, but when it is 
in power, it fiddle$ while India is on fire. 

The Civil Disobedience campaign was going on smoothly. 
Each arre;t of a Satyagrahi was like a ripple on the mighty 
ocean of India's political peace. There was no attempt, direct 

or indirect, to interfere with the Government's ~ar effort. At 
the backgro4nd was the deep anti-Fascist stand of the 

Congress. Ad mitt ing this anti-fascist stand of the Congress, 
Amery on February 24, said : 

" If this campaign strikes a jarring note it does 
not affect the universal detestation in which all 
shade~ of Indian opinion including even the Congress 
hold Nazi and Fascist dictatorship. The_geoeral 
desire of all India is to see the victory of our 



16. Excuses & Arguments 
Necessity is the plea for every infringement of human 

freedom. ft is the argument of tyrants, it is the creed of slaves. 
WILLIAM PITT 

THERE is something comic and something tragic about the 
functioning of the Government of India, for nothing 

seems to shake it out of its age-long complacency, neither 
logic nor reason, neither peril nor disaster. The paralysis in 
British leadership in no way befitted the fast changing world. 

A feeling of futility was being deliberately inspired in India. 
Amery was looking at " India First " with the · two eyes of 

the Indian Civil Seryice and British Imperialism. Perhaps 
this noisy slogan was like that of a hen cackling but laying no 

eggs . . • 
Even a moderate leader like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru had 

lost all faith in the British Government's intentions. On. 
March 14, in the utmost perplexity, he cried : 

" I maintain and maintain very seriously that there 

has never been a Government of India m01·e isolated 
from public opinion and from the main cuncnt of 
thought in the country · than the present Government 
of India." · 

Neither the sphinx-like silence of Churchill nor the 

evasive loquacity of Amer.y discouraged Sapru. The August 
proposals to Amery still appeared to be like the law of the 
Medes and Persians, eternal and unchangeable. How- long 

was Amery_ to jog along with the August proposals which had 

already become as lifeless as dead mutton ? 
Amery in a speech in the House of Commons on April 22, 

said : " The difficulty lies not so much in the devolution of 
authority as in making .sure that there is an authority in India, 

which can take over and will not break down oi; break up in the 
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process." He repeated that the only solution of the Indian 

problem depended on Indians themselves. Thus, iu these 

words, the "middle movement" of the Bombay Proposals of 

the Non-Parties Conferencr. was buried by Amery. His speech 

had served as a damper to whatever hopes of a resolution of 
the pulitical deadlock in India the Bombay Conference had · 

aroused in certain quarters. Amery's speeches always leave 

behind a sense of depression, irritation and frustration. It 
was bound to engender a spirit of helplessness in the minds 

of those who were working strenuously to bring about a better 
understanding between Britain and India. Amery had done 

greater h a rm than any other British statesman to imperil .. 
prospects o: a settlement. He neglected and betrayed a great 

opportunity for rallying all the Liberals. Perhaps, Amery was 

not aware that his stereotyped schoolboy arguments' and 

hackneyed ohjecrions had ceased even to amuse and provide 

mirth to the public and the press by their boring repetition. 
It was high time that he altered his arguments a bit, if only 

to avoid insipidity and insipiencc. His words were cold and 

could 11ot revive faith . 

The S.O S. signall~d by the Leaders' Confere~e at 

Bombay had gone unheeded. It was a call to save l11dia, 

and to transmute India's moral revolt into active support by 

giving something which India could value and fight for. 
An incongruous situation prevails in India. Amery will 

do nothing unless Jinnah agrees and Jinnah will not agree to 
anything except to Pakistan, to which nobody wiH submit. 

Supposing they all comport with Jinnah and he is not horrified 

at the ghosts he has raised, he will present a scheme of 

partition to Amery. But Amery is opposed to partition and 

will not give his assent. So, how to begin and where to end 
is the quandary of unfortunate India. Above all, Amery 

does not let you know what exactly his position is arid what 

hi s views are. There were complaints that Amery never 

made public his views against Pakistan and he side-tracked 

the issue by making his " India First " speech. This of 

course, could only mean one India and not two Indias, 

though Amery did not say so m . so many words-as, 
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indeed, he should have done. The slogan, however, transmitted 

a thrill of horror among some politicians who had been 

encouraging the perilous sentiments of the two-nation theory. 

Curiously enough, Amery in his subsequent speeches stifled 
this slogan and stressed consideration of the view point of 

90 millions of Muslims. 

A, regards unanimity in India as a · prerequisite of the 

grant of self-government, let Amery rememb'.!r that the French 
and the English in Canada and the Dutch and the British in 

South Africa were nm , ;isked to compose their differences first 

before power, was hamkd over to them. 

And may we remind Amery of what the British Govern­

ment did whdt in the Khilafat days the Hindus and Muslims 

were united like drops in the ocean. This friendship resulted 
in the ghastly scenes of Jallianwala Bagh. Again, what did they 
do when all the Hindu and Muslim members at the Second 

Round Table Conference submitted the Joint Memorandum? 

What W.'ls the response when the Congress, the League and 

all the elected members time and again rejected Budgets in 

the past? 

Th£ position in a nutshell is that whatever offer ha5 been 
made, it is subject to conditions which are incapable of 

fulfilment and as Sir N. N. Sircar put it : '' It is no good 

offering a million pounds conditional on being supplied with 
a box of hot ice ." 

From a perusal of Amery's utterances, one concludes that 
he is more interested in counter~acting the influence of the 

Congress than in bringing about a settlement with it. And 

\Vha~ is his achievement during his tenure of office? He has 
alienated the Congress, angered the Muslim League and 

infuriated the Liberals. He is in the stra1;ge position of 

Casabianca standing alone on the burning deck of 

Imperialism. 



-17. By Indians for England 
-~--------------------

India is a11 autocracy without an autocrat. 
the disadua11tages of absolute monarclry with 

and irresponsibility of democratic officialdom. 

Its rule combines 
the impersonality 

H. G. WELLS 

PRACTICALLY a year had passed since the announce­
ment of the August Offer, but nothing had been done to 

give effect to it. On August 8, l 940, the Viceroy had said 
that they did not feel that they could, any longer, because 

· of these differences, postpone the expansion of the Viceroy's 

Council. O_n August l l, 1940, Am_ery had given the assurance : 

"Lord Linlitl!gow would, of course, go ahead, pre­
pared to work with those who would work witl;i him and 

with each other." Was the Viceroy's Council not expanded 

because Jinnah had not agreed and unless he moved down 

from the apex of his egoism and self-conceit other political 

parties did not matter? It was a triumph of the coercing, 

cajoling and bamboozling policy of the reactionary Muslim 

League. 
The Liberal Leaders sounded a grave warning to the 

Secretary of State that if any deleterious effect was produced 

by his statements, he must bear the entire responsibility. 

Amery's speeches in Parliament had provoked in India a de­
pressing chorus of disapproval tinged with bitterness. And 

Jinnah's intemperate and vitrolic language was driving even 
the Liberal Leaders back to their armchairs. 

Gandhi on May 4, in his letter to Sapru, wrote : 

" My impression is that Jinnah does not want a 
settlement until he has so consolidated the League 

position that he can dictate his terms to all the 

parties concerned including the rulers." 
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Nationalist India was despairing of the policy of · 

masterly inactivity and something was needed to catch 
p·ublic imagination. At last on July 21, I 941, the Viceroy 
announced the expansion of his Council. Five new members 

were added. To see in it any sign of a concession to the 

Indian democratic demand would be asking for disillusion­

ment. It did not satisfy Indian opinion, nor could it 

serve the Government's purpose. This expansion even dict ,, 
not meet with the wishes of the Non-Parties Conference held at 

Bombay. Real powei· rests with the people, and an executive 

which is not responsible to the legislature cannot be called 
a People's Government. The New Statesmall and .Aation 

wrote, "An Indian majority on the Governor,Ge_neral's 
Council without Congress representatives is simply irrelevant." 

Gandhi on July 22, expressed his feelings, '' that the 
announcement does not aflcct the stand taken by the Congress 

nor does it meet the Congress demand." 
Mr. M. L. Chawla, commenting on £his expansion, wrote 

in the Tribune ; 

"They arc in their own way distinguished men, but 

with the single exception of Aney not one of them 
can claim any following in the Central Legislature. 

The main political par~ies in the country do not own 

them, nor have they blessed them." 

The expansion was a mockery, with no real meaning. 

What did this ~xpansion come to? Now there were six 

Indians in place of three. In the departments which were 
under Indians before, instead of one man working three would 

work. Amery said about them that they were a great team of 

ability not rivalled anywhere in India or elsewhere. The 

portfolios held by tl1e Englishni.en had not been split and 

transferred to Indians. Civil Defence and Information were 

new ones. The unofficial majority in the expanded Council 

was illusive, utterly ineffective and wholly unrepresentative. 

That the Council had been I ndianised to a great extent 

meant nothing. One does not talk of the Anglicisation of 

the British Armv or the Bricish Government. One talks about 

the nationalisation of the country's Government or army. 

- One talks of power being transferred. 
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On August I, in the House of Commons, Amery 
categorically said that the transfer of power and authority was 
not feasible ; there was grea.t danger threatening India from 
internal strife. The Secretary . of State said nothing that he 

had not said before. There was one departure. The 

impression that one gathered from his earlier speeches was 
that an agreement between the Congress and the Muslim 
League would heal the communal ulcer and power would, 
according to British professions, be then transferred to 
Indian hands. Later, the Princes also came in. They were 
also to be satisfied. The most obvious of these obstacles was 
the Princely Order, that hinterl:md of feudalism on the Indian 
scene. But Amery had not contented himself with construc­
ting this high hurdle in the way of India's constitutional 
progress. He now said that " the main elements in India's 
national life include not only political organisations or great 
religions and cultural co~munities, but they also include 
geographical anj administrative elements, provinces of British 
India, more especially those which have not thrown away the 

responsibilities of self-government, and the Indian States." 
The non-Congress Provinces had thus been made into a 

separate entity to determine the futur~ or India. Nothing 
could be more dangerous or pregnant with mischief than this 

newfangled conception of democracy. It was a direct assault 
on India's unity. It amounted to a perilous encouragement of 
centrifugal tendencies in the c~untry. Moreover, it is tne 
height of injustice and absurdity, first, Lo cre<1tc c,,nditions, 
in which a responsible Government of tee British pattern 

cannot work and then to flaunt the existence of those 

conditions as the sole ground for not establishing that form 

of Government. It is exactly the procedure which has raised 
. . 

suspicion in so many minds in India regarding the bona fides 
of British statesmanship in its handling of the Indian problem. 

Further Amery in his speech made the startling declara­
tion : "There is no India, as there is a Belgium or a Holland, 

for instance, and in many respects India is much more like 
Europe than .it is like an individual country." Thus, he made 

his slogan, "India First," meaningless and patted the sepata­
tionists on the back. Had not Amery said in the clearest 
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and most unambiguous language that he could command that in 
spite of the diverse elements of which she was composed India 
had always maintained her unity and solidarity. He is 
an unimaginative imperialist diehard, and the less he speaks 

the better for India. 

A sense of vexation had seized the people throughout 
India once again. There was not so much despair or 

disappointment as indifference. Despair can only follow 

hope ; the Indian people had ceased to hope months ago. 
y . 

Now even the ~urative shadow of hope that flickered 

from the burning candle of faith vanished like smoke into the 
thin air of helplessness. 



-----"""""'-........ -----------·-----------~-------_.,-....... _ ... 
~8. England & America Ltd. · 

Democracy to-day has its clzance and demoiracy 11zay forfeit it. 
The Atlantic Charter has been promised to all countries subjected 
by Hitler. The Atlantic Charter must be equally promised to all 
countries subjected by England or we shall nm into another and 
greater world catastrophe. 

PEARL S. BUCK 

THE world had been clamouring · for an authentic declara-

tion of the war aims of the Allies. So far nothing concrete 

had been offici~lly said. At last on August 15, 1941, after the 

historic meeting between Churchill and Roosevelt somewhere 
in the Atlantic the Eight-Point Declaration addressed to all the 
peoples of the world was announced with great pride and 

elation. It was considered to be the talisman of groaning 

humanity. In it the people read the long awaited end of the 
sad era of exploitation and it was to serve as the basis of a 

people's glorious charter wherein right shall replace might 
and despotism will be a relic of the hoary past. It was 
mutually agreed by Churchill and Roosevelt that neither of 

their countries was out for territorial aggrandizement and both 
would respect the rights of all peoples to choose their own 
form of Government and to do what they could to give equal 

access to trade and raw materials to all States, great and 
small, victor and vanquished. , 

How many took this boastfully trumpeted but hollow 
declaration seriously? The European countries saw their 
liberty and salvation in the Atlantic Charter but the subject 
peoples of Asia and Africa read iQ it the gloomy per­

petuation of their political status. The Fourteen Points 

of President Wilson resulted in the acquisition of territories 

under the altered names of mandates. Was this Charter to be 

65 
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as ill-conceived and ill-fated? All over the world was the 

whispering campaign, " What about India ? What about the 
other countries which were victims of aggression before 1939 ? 
Why do not Britain and the U.S.A. start extending the Four 

Fr~edoms-freedom of speech and expression, freedom of 
e~_ery: person to worship his God in his own way, 

0

frced.QU1 

from want, and freedom from terror in India straightway ? " 

Churchill had so far .~aintained a studious and mysterious 
silence about India. On September 9, 1941, he dilated at length 
on the scope of the Atlantic Charter. Acc~rding to him . it 
did not qu :1lify 1he various statements made from time to 
time about the development of constitutional Government in 
India. The British Prime Minister said : 

" We have pledged by the declaration of August, 1940, 
to help India to obtain free and equal partnership in 
the British Commonwealth with _ourselves, subject of 
course to 1he fulfilment of the obligations arising from 
our long connection with India and our responsibilities 
to its many creeds, races and interests." 

, Roosevelt's speech of March 15, 1941, in which he . was 
prepared to recognise the inherent right of every nation to . 
its own ~ationhood, had encouraged hope among subject 

peoples, but Churchill insolently dashed all such longings t_o 
the ground. 

Churchill is very clear in his attitude towards India., 
Nearly a decade ago he had said :- · · 

" The British nat~on has no intention whatsoever of 
relinquishing control of Indian life and progress. We 
have no intrntion of casting away that most truly 
bright and precious jewel on the crown of the King, 
which more than all our dominions and dependencies 
constitute the glory and strength of the British Empire ..... 

...... England apart from her Empire in India ceases 
for -ever to exist as a great power." 

India has been called the brightest jewel in the Imperial 

Crown. 1 Yet her illiterate masses detect no blinding glitter in 

their • lives. And the political leaders in India, men who seek 

a guarantee of economic progress for a population whqse 

cause they champion, the jewel of the Imperial Crown will 
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re~ain a tawdry thing qntil India has been guarant~ed 
_' 'fndependence. But still people, overwhelmed wi'th desp~'ir 
· ind dejection, expect something friendly from this dieha;d 

No. 1 of the Briti,h Empire. 
Atllee, the · Deputy Prime Minister, while presenting 

the Charter Lo the House of Commons, with ·the ·rollowi'ng 
words sprinkled water on the dying plants of Indian aspira­

tions, in the absence of Churchill in America: 

" The declaration will be equally applicable to all ·races, 

including Asiatics and Africans." 
This interpretation was natural and logical, but Churchill 

by distorting facts and violating the solemn promises 'made, 
. rturned ,this charter of human • liberty into a ·" symbol · -of 

· hypocrisy" as the .News Chro11icle of London, •j:mt it: Was -it 

· :not just a ·spectacular piece of propaganda and clever' Imperial 

-rMrtdowdressirtg? How CQuld Churchill exclude India wh'en 
•it• was agreed in the Charter " they respect the , right of ,b.ll 

·-peoples to choose · the form uf Government under which they 

will live ? " Even Roosevelt at the Press Conference he held 

·Jon board the Pc11tomac made it public "Not a single 

section of a single continent went ·undiscussed at ··the 

· C~nferertce•at sea." Even Mr. Cordell :Hull admitted that 
the statement of basic ideas of policies were universal irt their 

. app1ication. . 

Attlee's interpretation of the Charter, was late; arbitrarlJy 

vetoed by Churchill in the House of Commons. A,~.tlee was 
· the Acting Prime Minister in Churchill's ·absence. 'Who wa1 

.,to initiat~ __ the Government policies? Could two mem:bers 
: of the Cabinet speak with two differ_en~ voices? These were 'the 
· ·constitution~! questions raised. Attlee was constitutionally, 

· i;n~rally ~nd politically bound to quit the Cabinet ' ~ut 

· the.British Labour Party when in office dances rapturous!y to 
' ' , · · r , 

the transporting tune of the Imperial Orchestra. 

Thus the Labour Party quietly submitted to one 1of the 

, .gros~est pieces of r~buffs sustained by it in modern times. 

No1hing . better or i:nore liberal could -be expected from 

, Churchil who is an avowed imperialist. Bµt _wh_y. . w~s 

Roosevelt quiet ? Nobody sh?ut~ mor_c;: loudly . ~l?<_;mt' : ~e 
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dignity of man and the inherent rights of every nation: One 
cannot help recalling, " Put not thy faith in Premiers and 
Presidents." 

Even a loyalist like the late Sir Sikander Hyat 'Khan in 
· his statement of Oct. I , 1941, asserted :-

cc It is unfortunate that the Prime Minister, when he 
did decide to break his silence about India, should have 
thought fit to do so with a statement which has 
created a feeling of despondency and dismay through­

out the length and breadth of the country." · 

The second Inter-Allied Conference met on September 24, 
194 I , and this bogus and well-dressed charter was ostentati­
ously placed before it for confirmation. Anthony Eden, the 
British Foreign Secretary, presided. India was not represented; 

it was never even mentioned by Eden in his opening speech. 
· It is customary to announce India along with the Dominions, 
but this time it was deliberately not referred to. Amery was 
present in his personal capacity. 

Maisky and others were fully cognizant of the non­
applicability of the ,Charter to India. In agreeing to declare 
the Atlantic Charter as constituting the war aims .of the Allies 
did not Russia traduce her ideals of universal brotherhood? 
India had expressed her sympathy with the Soviet Union but 

the Russian representative never bothered to ques!ion the 
interpretation put by Churchill. 

In India, the Charter had been condemned by everybody 
except Jinnah. Gandhi, when asked to express his _opinion 
succinctly said that his silence was more eloquent.' Dr. 

Rajindra Prasad, the Ac~ing President of the Indian National 
Congress, in a statement to the . Press maintained that " the 

, Congress policy and programme stand vindicated on the 
irrefutable testimony of no less a person than the Prime 

. Minister of.England." 

The question berore every Indian was : " Could we, while 
helping other nations in attaining their liberty, be oblivious 
of our duty in enabling our own country to achieve freedom?" 
India and China were, no doubt deliberately omitted from 

this declaration1 the former as a sop to the :ruling classes in 
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. England and its allied interests elsewhere and the -latter : as'' a 
. sop to the ruling classes in Japan. ·· ·· 

Aiiiery had the hardihood to· say that the ·August Declara­

tion wa~ loftier in its ideals and aspir~tions than the Atlantic 
Charter. Why d~es not . Amery promis·e . to us the · smaller 
instead of the bigger ? The Atlantic Ch~rt~~ is !n · its 
essentials unconditional and unequivocal, ~vhereas the Augu.st 
Statement is fettered by two c0nditions, which both individual­
ly and collectively reduce it to a nullity. We are not expected 
to frame our constitution freely and unreservedly as " all 
peoples " :1ccording to Article Three of the · Atlantic Charter, 
are to choose the form of Government under which they will 
live, but subject to certain " obligatiom ' ' and " responsi­
bilities." Considering the real intentions of our rulers many 
are forced to say that the war is an Imperialist war for the 

defence of this straggling ramshackle system of domination, 

finance, trade ~nd tradition-the British Empire. And when­

ever the British spokesmrn talk of freedom they only mean 
the liberation of the countries overrun by the Nazis. The 
curious aspect of the Athmtic Tragedy is that the Charter 

applies to Belgium. Holl::i.nd, France and even Germany and 
Italy. Why should India be black-balled ? She is one of the 
Allies and is shedding her blood in an endless stream. Is 

there no means of arraigning Churchill and those for whom 
he speaks before the bar of world opinion ? 

Sir Francis Younghubsband on October 15 wrote in the 

London Times :-

" We have blundered badly in India. While we have 
expressed our intention to free every other country, 

we have made special reservations about liberating 

India." 

British behaviour in India should make even an Imperial 

angel weep, for it is the one large black spot on Britain's ca~e 
and her cause against the Nazis. It is most unfortunate 

when humanity was undergoing the agonising travail of 

rebirth, that the soul of India should have been suppressed 

and that sh~ was prevepted by incorrigible Imperialists from 
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: ma}tiQg , . her befitting , contribution in conformity with•,Jier 
cherished ideals and self-respect in this world:, crisis. • India 
is for~unate i,n having the privil~ge of serving unqer the 

• • r i , . •. ~ 1 ·, r • , , • • , , + , • - • , • _ ~ • 

. . . I~~-1~fs~p_ of G~ndhi, whos:e eyes, pi<:rcing t.hr~~~h, ~,hi~~i:ng 

·r s,\~~~s ~!}? den~e da~~ness, .~~e as ever ·-st(!a~fa~tly . -~xe
1
d 1 ~n 

,eter_nal verides: ,The Congress, Caravan to acp.ie:ve i,n~epen­
dence mc;,ves on and on, while many 9thers have straggled and 

''.c~~~hed: . . . . _' .': 



19. ''Get Out Mr. Amery." 1 

It is not the angle of vision that needs changing. it is the 

· eye, purified from pride, that can see clearly and the heart, 
purged from arrogance, that can heat with healthy strokes. 

ANNIE BESANT. 

JAPAN'S attitude towards the democracies was getting stiffer . 
· and more -authoritarian. Japanese nationals in the ' 

Allied -countries were leaving' post haste for their own country; 
Britain and America had stopped the shipment of oil to Japan . . 
The Japanese Ambassador at Washington was still conducting 
negotiations with the U.S.A., when Japanese bombers grace­
lessly contravening all laws of international morality attacked 
the 'American fleet at Pearl· Harbour on December 7, · 1941. 
The damage which America suffered there was incalculable. 

Thus on December 8, the Nazis of the East were at war with , 
America and Britain. So far India had been immune from 

any danger of being attacked, but now she was being threaten­
ed by these " beasts from the abyss." 

The symbolic Satyagrah'a campaign continued' to be purely 

,, individual" and symbolic. Gandhi had taken every precau­
tion · to avoid any clash with the authorities or to -

embarrass them in any way. Slogans were shouted instead 

of long speeches. For the first time Congressmen had ' 
forgotteh to remind their listeners of their poverty, 
or their political status. Gandhi had made it abun-· · 
dandy clear that nothing big or immediate should be ' 

expected as a · result of the Individual Satyagraha. The 
fight w'as not for the independence of India. " England's 
ow.a freedom ·was in jeopardy, how could England · 
confer it on India ?" was the argument used by- the 
Mahatma; The movement was only a moral protest against, 

n 
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the dictatorial way in which India had been dragged into the 

war. The autonomous provinces were not consulted or even 
informed. It was never intended that war work should be 
tampered with, no sabotage was ever planned, no secret 

plots con trived. 

The Government had realized by now the unbeliev­
able innocence of the movement. The peace of India 
had not been disturbed. Then, why was the government 
keeping these harmless 'gentlemen behind prison bars ? The 
British , Government had incurred the criticism of freedom­
loving peoples by arresting the born enemies of Fascism. Over 
and above, the Japanese war lords were brandishing their 
blood stained swords and their jumping into the arena seemed . 
but a matter of days. With the war drawing nearer _to. 
India, it was imperative that the true leaders of the masses • 

should no longer be incarcerated in their cells. On Decem- . · 
her 5, Nehru . and Azad were released. Asaf Ali and 
Rajagopalachariar had been set free a few days earlier. 

The Viceroy addressing on December 15, 1941, the 

Chambers of Commerce at Calcutta repeated his pet August 
Declaration. " It was as valid to-day as it was made," he 
said and urged the people to for~et domestic differences. The · 
Viceroy seemed to t;ike the same pride in his August Offer as 
the filther takes in his child. 

It was a matter of profound regret that on the eve of the 
meeting of the Congress Working Committee when it was 
open for the Viceroy to influence its decision by a generous 
. . . 

ge,sture, His Excellency should have had nothing more to 
offer to the country than the discredited August Offer. " It 
is not the fault of His ,Majesty's Government that matters 

have not further advanced. "They have done everything in 
their power," he had said at the last Chambers ' meeting in 

1940 and no.w he said, '' We have left nothing undone.'; Is 

this not to proclaim the utter lack of political resourcefulne~~ 
011 the part of British statesmanship ? 

Amery speaking in London on December 16, 1941, 

delivered another serµion to India. "Have moral unity, 

Indians," he said. Explaining . the ethical conception of 
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freedom, he said : 'f It is a thing which is not conferred as a 
kind of titular distinctioii, . but is acquired by . moral unity 
which sustains it within and by the power to defend it against 
dangers from without." Thus, he applied a coating of moral 
cosmetic on the face or British Imperialism as easily 
as a woman covers up her wrinkles with her powder puff. It 
would be better if Amery kept quiet. His speech only 
adds to the existing confµsion. The kinds of unity that 
he wants from India have never been demanded of any 
domjnion. 

Nehru, replying to the latest sermon of Amery, said: 

'·~\Get out, Mr . . Amery.'~ With Amery in the Cabinet, there 
could , be no compromise between Britain and India . 

. , :, .~he• qongress -Working Committee met at Bardoli and 

pa!ised a res~\ution on December 30, 1941. The Committee 
µo~ .only . reliev:ed Gandhi .of his respomibility, but in a 
way declared its readiness to co-operate in the war effort if 
certain conditions were satisfied. It is true that the resolution 
~efining the Congress atfitude towards war did not 
specifi~ally make . mention of the Poona Offer, but no body 
can deny that the spirit of the Poona Offer pulsated in every 
~~rd. Gandhi made it clear that the opening of the door 
now lay with the Government. " Bardoli has made a 
generous gesture. Will Delhi and London reciprocate ? " 

was on· the tongue of every nationalist. 

The Working Committee had wisely declined to state 

~he terms on which the door could be opened. Having been 

affronted often enough, the Committee would not court any 

further insult by making any offer. 

:• Explainiµg the significance of the Bardoli Resdlution• -

iO. R. ·sajd on January 4, 1942 :-

>' · ," . If the British Go~~rmnent would en trust to us the 

' ·., respq,psibillt.Y of the defence of our country, and concede 

;~ .: t!) u~ the neces~~ry powers we should not shirk the 
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responsibility and we must organise defence. This i11 
the gist of the Bardoli Resolution." 

G. B. Pant the ex-Premier ofU. P., on December 31, 

1941 said:-

" We want to make a befitting contribution in ,this 
' world crisis .......... Amery has been repeating 
.· mischievous inaccuracies. Nevertheless, India -has ·' · 

no quarrel with the British people. She wishes· ~•: 
them w ~ll and she has heartfelt sympathies wit'h the · · '' ) 
victims of aggression." 

The All-India Congress Committee met at ,Wardha ,on 
January 15, 1942 Gandhi once again showed (his rbroad., 
mindedness and utter humility by asking t_he members to 
.iccept the resolution, which was responsible for the relinquish­
ment of his leadership. Gandhi has a flexibility, wliich 4a. 
moments of crisis has saved the country from many a :blunder~ 
i-Ie is often adamant, but he knows how to yield· gra~efully 
when the influx of people's thoughts leaves ·liim ·no ·choice 
even though he is convinced that they are palpably in -~ 
wrong. Yet the democratic spirit in him leaves •him no''other 
alternative. Azad maintained that the relationship 'betwcien 
Gandhi and the Working Com~ittee members was unique. · 

· " There is nothing except death that can ·part mr-and 

the same is the relationship for that matter between 

Gandhi and the national life of this country." 

The All-India Congress Committe.e ratified the .:P.~rq9y 
Resolution. 

The Congress once again sacrificed .the adored .and ttusteil 
captain of India's destiny. His exit has never meant that he has 

·· been dethroned from the hearts of Indians, nor does iit -mean 

that a rival,.!-1as stepped into his shoes. His p'lace hi Indian 
politics is permanent and his position as the torch bearer of 
a new era of peace, goodwill and love is unique. Re stands, 

as he must stand, high above all changing tumults and 

terrors that destroy mankind to-day an~ 'hdlds ·aloft like a 
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wonderful beacon of hope and salvation his beautiful gospel 
for thr. redemption of mankind. He is a prophet and his 

- propheti:c ,_word will be a• • ~ure foundation of a new world"' 
that has t6 Be evolved out of the present ruin and tragedy. 

·-The Congress, which he has created may not rise to · t'fie' 

mourit~hi peaks where he hal,itually dwells in spirit, but it 

is inconceivable that he can ever cease to be the light that 
gui:des our path towards the cherished goal of freedom. 



20. Cripps For India 
Indifferent and unarmed l11dia may become another Malaya, 

lost by stupidity. Armed and free, she may unite like China, , - ' 
and become unconquerable. . Upon our decision rests hers-and · 
upon that may rest the Balance of Destiny. 

LONDON " PEOPLE." 
(March 8, 1942) 

SINGAPORE fell on February 15, 1942. Amid the blazing 
fires at the great naval base there disappeared in smoke 

the once impressive legend of the impregnability of this 
fortification. 

The war was approaching the gates of India. The news 

about the evacuation of Rangoon came on March 7. The 
Burma Road had been the life line of China. With the 
evacuation of Ran goon, the artery of China's struggling - body 
with an anguished soul in it was cut, The Japanese descent 

on the Far East was sudden and swift. What was to be the 
fate of India? Was the tragedy of Malayan States 
to be repeated in India? Japan's position was becoming 
formidable if not invincible. Better ways and more effective 

means had to be found to resist Japan. India was t)le only 
base left from where to operate against Japan. India 
suddenly came into the limelight of world events. There was 
an upsurge of publir. opinion that something must be done 

to conciliate India and secure her hearty and voluntary co-, 
operation instead of the pre~rnt passive and disinterested 

acquiescence. From pubs to Parliament it was gossipped that 

there was a weak link in the Allied strong chain. 

For the first time India was prominent in the war debate 
in the House of Commons. The burden of the discussion was 
that without a National Government India's resources could 
not be fully tapped. The Government's policy was severely 

censured and a change of outlook urged. Sir Percy Harris 
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. (Liberal) said: "We succeeded in Ireland, but too late. Do 
not let it be said that.we succeeded in India too late. We 
solved the problem in Canada by the discovery of Lord 
Durham. .Why should we not find another Lord Durham an~ 
send him to India with full powers to try with goodwill to 
solve the urgent and vital problem of India." 

So far as reprehension of the Government is concerned, 
no Indian nationalist could have improved upon this criticism. 
R. P. Stokes said : "There is something which has moved the 

. ' 
whole of China and Russia, but which is lacking in India." 

Is not this exactly what responsible leaders of the people and 
responsible organs of public opinion in India had been 

saying ? It is the fashion in some quarters to describe these 

men and these newspapers as defeatists and in some . cases as 
fifth columnists. Who will have the impudence to accuse 
men like Hore Belisha and Lord Samuel, who spoke 

in the same strain, of being defeatists and fifth 
columnists ? If they spoke as they did, it is because they 
took the same realistic view of India's position in relation to 

war that Nationalist Indian leaders and newspapers have 

always done. 
Sir Stafford Cripps, who replied to the debate in the 

· Commons, found himself in a position of great difficulty 
because he could only speak on behalf of the Government and 
the Government had not yet made up its mind. 

On March 12, 1942, Churchill announced that Cripps 
was flying to India to seek the assent of the people to t~e War 
Cabinet's proposals. Churchill had thus sprung .a surprise, 
for what was expected was a declaration of policy and not 
this news of Cripps's visit to India. Cripps's tenure of ambassa­
dorship at Moscow had been historic. Since his arrival, the 

Russian Press had dropped its hostility towards Britain. 

Political obscrvors saw that Russia was slowly moving 

towards the Allied Camp .. And finally came the fateful day 

of June 22. As a mark of gratitude, Churchill gave Cripps a 
place in the War Cabinet. He was also made Leader of 

the House o( Commons and Churchill was free from the 
duties of the House of Commons except on supreme 

occasions. 
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, ,, ) As we look back we find that the amnesty to Congressmtii) 

n'ntler detention \Vas granted on the eve of Japan's declaration 

:of war. The G0wrnment know ing the irreconcilahle anti" 
.'.Japanese views of the Congress lead ers wanted to make full 
ase of these sentiments to arouse the masses and wake them 

from their slumber of indifference . And n•:iw that the Japanese 
Had entered "The Gate of Asia," the danger to I~dia was 

nearer and clearer. The opinion in England was growing evet')' 

clay in intensity that the Cabinet should rise to the occas~on 
'at this supreme hour in. India's destiny and shake the· Sl,lpin~ 
'!less of Indian's millions. The British Government was, thqs 

,by tlie very force of circumstances compelled to take_ a ~tep 
.forward. The step was certainly in the right direction, . b.~,t 
# was too reactionary to de~erve the consent of even a s~TTiJF 
party in India. · , • , il 

Cripps had been a great friend of India. So deep _wer_e 

his sympathies with the a5pirations of the Congress tbat 

during his first visit to India he might have even been wat,che~ 

,and shadowed by the Police. But towards the end of his ·stay 

·in India this time, even his own bona jides wcr.e doubted. _H_i,s 
parling :;pcech at Karachi was nothing else but a ma~s .,?f 

·d'i11tortcd fnr,to and a jumble of licll, Such circumlocution 
H~s blackened Cripps's .fair face for all times, so far ~s 

·India is concerned. He was but following the proverbial 

tradition of the labour leaders like MacDonald, Attlee ai;ip 

Wedgewood Benn. 
. Yusuf Mehr Ally says in introduction to The Mystry of 

Sir Stafford Cripps. 

"If the Secretary of State for India or some other 

distinguished British politician had come to India and , 

had played the Imperialist game, that would have :.; 

caused little surprise. For the Indian people have1..>l 

· l_earnt by travail and bitter experience to expect nothing , : 

' . • 

1 

from them. But Cripps was different. He was . a ·•. 

· personal friend of several of the principal leaders of .·, 

the Indian National Congress, especially of Nehru •. :-:! 

During an earlier visit he was accorded a reception 

' that was given to no British politician. since the days ·of,;, 

Lord Ripon.'~ - s;-·_p 



21. Rejected By Al I 
I am against all this surrender · to Gandhi. I am against 

these conversations a11d agreements between Lord Irwin and 

Mr. Gandhi. Ga11dhi stands for the expulsion of the Bri;tish 

from India, for the permanent exclusion of British trade fro~ 

India. Gandhi stands for the substitution of Bra~min domina­

tion for British rule in India. You will never be able lo come 

to terms with Gandhi. 

CHURCHILL. 
· (March 12, 1931 ) 

AS we have seen the British War ·Cabinet had decided_ ,~o 
send Cripps with " a just and final solution " of the 

Indian probJen{, Churchill, making the declaration, appealed 
to all that 11othing should be said about the mission wqi~h 

might mar its prospects, and nothing was even whispe;ed 
agains~ it. India's eagerness to arrive at an honourable com­

promise was . in striking contrast to Britain's step-motherly 
pretensions. The conditions in India were most favourable 

and even auspicious for the eagerly awaited success of Cripps 
when he arrived on March 23 at New Delhi. Cripps stayed 
at the Viceroy's House for two days where he met all the 
Governors and the members of the Viceroy's Executive 
Council. The terms of the Draft Declaration were made 
known to them. Ati:er that he moved to No. 3, Queen 
Victoria Road Here he met .the leaders of the different 
political parties. Cripps appraised these leaders of the 

terms of the Declaration which consisted .of the .following 

cla1,1_ses :-

," His Majesty's Government, h1wing considered the 

anxieties expressed in this country and in India as to the 

fulfilment of the promises made in. regard to the future 
of India, have decided to lay down in .precise and 
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clear terms the steps which they propose shall be taken 
for the earliest possible realization of self-government 

in India. The object is the creation of a new Indian 

Union which shall constitute a Dominion, associated 
with the United Kingdom and the other Dominions by 
a common allegiance to the Crown, but equal to them 

in every respect, in no way subordinate in any aspect of 
its domestic or external affairs. 

His Majesty's Govarnment, therefore, make the follow­
ing declaration :-

(a) Immediately upon the cessation of hostilities, steps 
shall be taken to set up in India, in manner descrih­

ed hereafter, an elected body charged with the task 

of frami~g a new Constitution for India. 

· (b) Provision shall be made, -as set out below, for 
participation of the Indian States in the constitution• 
making body. 

(c) His Majesty's Government undertake to accept and 
implement forthwith the Constitution so framed 

subject only to 

(i) The right of any province of British India that is not 
prepared to accepl the new Coustitution to retain 

its present constitutional position, provision 
being made for its subsequent accession if 'it so 

decides. 

With such non-~cccding provinces, should they so 

desire, His Majesty's Government will be prepared to 

agree upon a new Constitution, giving them the same 

full status as the Indian U~ion, and arrived at by a 

procedure analagous to that here laid down. ' ,, 

(ii) The signing of a Treaty which shall be negotiated . r • 

between His Majesty's Government and the con­
stitution-making body. This Treaty will cover 

all necessary matters arising out of the complete 

transfer of responsibility from British to Indian 

hands ; it will make provision, in accordance with 
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-iiie undertakings given by His 1\fajesty's Governr 
ment, · for the protection of racial and religious 
minorities •; but will -not impose any restricti_on on 
the power of the Indian . Union to . decide in the 
future its relationship Lo the other Member . States 
of.the British . Co_mmomyealth. Whether or not 
an Indian State ekcts to adhere to the Constitu­
tion, it will ?~ rn:cessary Lo negotiatc a revisio~ of 
its Treaty arrangeinems, so far as this may be 
required in the ·ne~v situation. 

The copstitption-~aking body shall be composed as 

follows, unless the leaders of !nd_ian opinion in th~ 

principal co~muniti,es agree upon some other . form 
before the end of hostilities : 

_Immediately upon the result ~cing ~nown of the pro­

~incial elections which will be necessary at the end of 
hostilities~ the-entire_ membership of the Lower Houses 

ofthe 'Provincial Legislatures shall, as a single electoral · 
college, proceed to the election of the constitution­

Jllaking body by the system of proportional representa-
. · ~ion. '.This new body shall be in number about one- · 

, tenth of the number 0f the ckcLOral college. 

Indian States shall be invitcd tu appoint rcprescnta-
, tives in the same proportion to their total population as . 

in the case of the rcp1·cscnL,Hivcs of British India as a 

whole, and with the ~ame powers as the British Indian· 

members. 

(e) During the critical period which now faces India and 
u·ntil the new Constitution can l>c framc.;d .His 
Majesty's Government must inevitably bear the 

responsibility for and retain control aud _direction of 

the defence of India as .part yf their world war effort, 

but'the task of organizing to _ .the full the military, 
al and material resources of _ India must be the _ mor . . . .. 

responsibility of the Government of India with the 

co-operation of the peoples of India. His Majesty's 

desl·re and invite the · immediate and qoverm:µent 
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effective participation of the leaders of .the pdncipal 
sections ~f the Indian people in the counsels of their 
country, ofthe Commonwealth and of .the United 
Nations. Thus they will be enabled to . ·.give ;their 
active and constructive help in · the disch.at::ge. ,of a 

task which is vital and essential for the -future .freedom 
of India.'; 

.The preamble to the Draft Declaration to all intents 

and purposes set at rest the controversy about the ultimate 
object of the British policy in India, · The Constitution• 
making body was even given the right to secede and ·Cripps at 

a Press Conference described the Constitutional Assembly 
"a sovereign body." Thfa part of the Declaration wijs not 
only substantial, but even alluring. But all this referred to 
cc an u~certain future," What ~bout the real .present? Japan's 
unexpected successes in Malaya, Burma and Dutch East 
Indies were alarming; the duty of statesmanship was to 
dispel alarm and to organise effective and full resistance 
immediately. For that immediate changes · in the 
Governmental structure were necessary. But the bureaucr·acy 

had complete control and initiative of defei:ice. The 
interests and the feelings of the masses never entered or even 
touched its wooden heart. The problem which faced I Iridia 

was not so much about the sovereignity of the constitution­
making body, as the effective defence of the country against 
the Fascist hordes of the Far East. The "Prince of Wales" 
and the " Repulse " had been sunk and the greater part, of 
the British Navy was engaged in the impressive battle ·of ,the 

Atlantic. 'Jlhe American Fleet at Pearl Harbour ;lay sli,attered, 
thus, the Indian seas had littl~ potential resistance. Th,e India~ 

leaders, knowing the conditions of the land, understan9-ing the 
psychology of the masses and enjoying their confidence, wanted 

to mobilize the dormant national, material, and spiritual 

resources of the country. With the treacherous glOQmy .Fascist 

shadow drawing nearer and nearer India, the present loomed 

large .in the discussions that proceeded. 

l'he C.:ripps proposals were undoubtedly a serious attempt 

to solve the Indian problem. The phrase '' immediately 
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after the cessation of hostilities " was very refreshing when 
compared with phrases like " the natural isme," "the ultimate 
goal," and" the earliest practicable momen_t." _ _ 

At its Faizpur Session in 1937, the Congress had demanded 
that the In_dian constitution should be framed by a Constituent 
Assembly elected on the basis of adult suffrage. In the proposals 
now offered the idea had been accepted, but the b~sis was to be 
the provincial electorate under the ~ct of 1935. · There was 
not much adverse criticism of the curtailment of the franchise, 
but India was not prepared to accept the proposal that the 
nominees of the rulers in place of the elected representatives 
of the subjects of the Indian States should fram:e the future 
~onstitution. The States' population is 25<>/4 o·f India and 
~hus there would be a corresponding solid' blrick in_ the 
constitution-making body. The States' subjects had not been· 
~i'Veri any repr~sentatfon at the two Round Table Conferences, 

and now they_ refused to accept this undemocratic proposalJ 
wlHch would-perpetuate the one-man' autocratic rule in Statts-. 
The States were given the choice to send their representa­
tives or not; as they - wished. Could Cripps' call himself a 
Socialist when' he wanted the nominees and not the representa­

tives of the States to be the authors of the Constitution ? 
The provinces were given the option· to secede from the 

Indian Union As early as _1933 Sir Samuel Hoare had given 
an assurance to Sir Prabhashankar Pattani, when the former 
.was qµ_estioned by the Joint Parliamentary Committee, that 

" The Provinces will not be asked whether they are comi.1g in 
or not. rhe Provinces will have to come into the Federation 
under the Constitution Act." But now to placate the propa- · 
gandists of separatism, Cripps offered this concession. The 
British hacJ been proud of the achievement of "unity-", 
' . 
but- n~w they were undoing what ' 1 took " them 200 years 
to accomplish. 

The. national demand of India was and has been to make 
the country one and independent. To miss the import of this 

truth is to turn into the short-c~ts of ha·tr-truths. This 
il'l~conc~ived scheme open~d up the ugly possibility of di_s­

appearance of India altogether. I'ndia wa.s to disintegrate in .. 

to three different union~-Hindustan, Pakistan 'and Princestdn, 
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.That at the time of the in.troduction of · the Federal ' .Con­
s.titut1~n in Ca~ada and Australia~ the right bf secession , 

was conceded to the units ~bnstituting the· federation has no 
~alidity i~ the ~ase of India.' i'ndia to-day-· is an· undivided 
counfry. Canada and Australia, on ti1e other hand, · consistedi 

o't's~vcral independent units. The object of fedei'ation was 
t~ brin~ th !m ng~ther. The constitutions of Australia · and· 

Cariada sowed the seeds of integration and not disintegration ; 
the exact opposite of this \\' aS envisaged in the . Draft 

Declaration in the case of India. Sec·ondly, the right of 

seces.sion 'wh~re it is conceded is . pro~ided by the constitution 
a~d ·not imposed by the third pa~ty. The matter ought not to 
h~~e 'been prejudged ,;ut left entirely to . the ·constituent 

As.sembly. 

. Was · India to tolerate a Stat~ within a State? The un~ty of 

India has been an article of faith with progressive Indian 

opinion. No outsider was . to be allowed to inject the can­
cerous poison of partition in the _virile and growing body poli­

tic of India. The anxiety to make a conce~sion to a hollow, 

illogical and unreasonable _agitation carried on . by .a few 
disappointed separationists in this country betrays a sad 

failure of British st~tesmanship. 

Did not Cripps, in effect; say to India : bondage or vivisec. 
tiop.? And this vivisection would have led to th·~ Bal~~nisation 

o, India and the setting up of hundreds of Ulsters in this country 
of common culture and proud heritage which . has · welded 

the different communities into one nation. A drop of ocean 
· torn from the majesty of the sea feels helpless and evaporates 

'into nothing. But it is these tiny drops that lose their indi­
_viduality and form the mighty"sea. Each one of the numerotis 
leaves of a tree is different in shape and size, b~t cdmbined 
t~gether they constitute the beauty and grandeur of the tree. 

Pluck a 1~~-f an~ it is at the mercy of even the softest breeze, 

. : . The Congress had demanded the formation of a · N~­
_t,onal Government at Poona. This was to . ~ommand the 
confidence of all elected elements in the Central Legislature . 

The Government's offer m reply . was the Declaration·, of 
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August 8; As stated earlier, the Viceroy's Executive Council 

bad already been expanded and it was proclaimed that the 
"participation of the leaders of the principal sections of the 
IJ?dian people in ~he councils of their country" had already been 

secured though no political part'~:' had blessed the nomina• 
tion of these members. Two Indians had already sat in 
the War Cabinet and the Pacific War Council tables, so 
t_he "~ffective participation of the leaders in the councils 

of the United Nations" had already been secured. So, in 

the interi_m arrangement something more and substantial was 

expected but paragraph (e) as admitted by Cripps iu the 
House of Commons on April 28, 1942, was in "vague and 
general terms." Its negative part, that defence was to remain 
.as the s1_>ecial responsibility of the Government, was · stated in 
the clear_est. terms. Rightly it was assumed in nationalist quar­
ters that what was being offered was a national government 

minu~ ,defence, . 11~d not _the good~for-nothing expansion of the 
Executive Council. 

The danger to l11-dia was real and imminent, but not being 
associ.ated with the Government of the country, the people 

either did not realise the danger or were indifferent to it. The 

leaders wanted to turn the British Government's war ~gainst 
Japan into a real peoples' war for the defence of their . mother­
land. But realizing this attitude of indifference which swayed 
the public mind, the Congress insisted on defence being tran­
s_ferred to an Indian representative. There was a great deal 
of controversy and haggling over the functions of the Defence 

Member and of the Commander-in-Chief. The Congress was 
prepared to accept certain unavoidable limitations on the nor­

mal powers of the Defence Minister. 

"We have no desire. to upset in the xniddle of the war 
the . present military organization or arrangements. 
We accept · also that the higher strategy of the war should 
be controlled by the War Cabinet in London, whicli will 
have an Indian Member. The immediate object before \IS 

is to make the Defence of India more effective, to streng-

then it, to broad-base it on the popular will, and to reduce 

all red_ tape delay and inefficiency from it. There is no 
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question of our interfering· with the technical and opera­
tional sides. o ·ne thing, of course, is of paramount impor­
tance to us-India's safety and defence.'' · 

In these words, Maulana Azad made the position of the 
Congress clear in his letter of April IO to Cripps. In other 
words, the actual conduct of military operations was left to 
the Commander-in-Chief and the Congress wanted that politi­
cal control should be delegated to t}:le Indian Defence Member. 
The British Expeditionary Force in Fran~e functioned under 
General Gamelin, but this did not require the cessation of Britain's 
political control over the Army. General MacArthur has been 
the Supreme Commander of the 'Forces of the United Nations 
in Australia but the political control over the Australian army 
still rightly vests in the Australian . Government. American 
forces are stationed in all Allied countries, but' political control 
is still exercised over them by their Home Government. Why 
could not such a practical and necessary division be made in 

India? 

Instead of transferring · the defence portfolio' to· an Indian, 

Cripps with his staff of liberalism churned out of 

the proposals and counter proposals, the solution that Army 
canteens, stationery and· non-technical schools, be 
transferred. How an astute realist like· Cripps could 
offer these wholly unimportant and trivial functions 

passes understanding. Nehru resented this attitude of 
Cripps and had nothing else but sarcasm for him in reply. 
Mr. Rammanohar Lohia thus · describes the Defence 
Minister in his book My;tery of Sir Stalford Cripps. 

·" All told, the Indian Defence M'ember would
1 

have 

had several faces, a merry spinister, a jolly hotelier, 
a diplomat commercial traveller, a stationer washing, his 

hands in invisible soap, a harrassed accountant and 
above all a demon of destruction without the power 
to heal." . . 

There was much weary haggling . over the Defence 

Portfolio, but the drama of Cripps's tragedy came to an 

end when the Indian actors asked as to what powers 
the National Government should have. Though the 
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humber of the Executive. Councillors had been raised from 
6 to 11, the majority thus given to the Indians did not 
connote a real transference of power. For firstly, the 
three important portfolios of • Finance, Home and 
Communications had remained the monoply of Europeans. 
The ' new offices were created by splitting the -portfolios 
already held by Indians, though two new ones were also 
added. The ,Commander-in-Chief was exclusively in charge 
of Defence. Secondly, the Viceroy has got such overriding 
powers that for all practical purposes, the governance -of this 

continent is a one-man show. Under the shelter of the words 
''safety, tranquility or interests of British India," it_ is no 

secret that the Viceroy has been using his powers of veto 
even in ordinary matters. When he is on tour, he can 
exercise the entire functions of the council. -It 
is la~d down : " At any meeting of the council, the 
Governor-Ge[!eral or othe1-person presiding and one mem­
ber of the council ( other than the Commander-in-Chief) 
may exercise all the functions of the Governor-General in 
Council. Thus, a quorum of one is fixed for the Council, 

which is supposed to be in "charge" of the administration 

of such a big country India. The terms of clause .. (e) 
were very vague and that perhaps was done to let Cripps ,have 
a full and free hand in • the negotiations. At the 

Press Conference of March 29 and in his earlier interviews 

with Congress leaders, he made it clear, in B'l many 

words that the British Government had no mental reservations, 

With the sentiments that "the intention of the Government, as 

far as possible, subject to the reservation of defence" is 
to put power in the hands of Indian leaders, Cripps 

enthused . Congressmen. He left no doubts in the leaders' 
anxious minds that the Executive Council would ·be 

elevated to the status of a Cabinet. He even suggested that 

if the new arrangements were mutually agreed upon, the 

existing councillors would have to resign. Though defence was 
reserved, yet the prolonged nature of the negotiations over 

defence at least confirmed the illusion that all powers minus 

d~fe,;i~~ ,were tp _be p.ele~ated to the. Cabinet members. 
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Maulana Azad, in his letter dated April 11, to Cripps, 
wrote: "You told me that there would be a National 
Government, which would function as a Cabinet, and that 
the position of the Viceroy would be analogus to that of the 
King in England vis-a-vis his Cabinet.'' This statement 
remains uncontradicted. Pandit Nehru at a Press Confer­
ence on April 12, said : "17rom the first, the impression which 

Cripps had given was that the new Government would be a 

National Government. Si.r Stafford had himself often used 
the words National Cabinet." 

But when on April 9, Maulaua Azad and Pt. Nehru went to 
see Cripps, to their utter dismay and deep disappointment, the. 
rosy picture of the earlier talks was unceremoniously blackeqed 
out. Cripps suddenly confounded them by talking ''Viceroy's 
Executive Council" instead of a ''National Cabinet." When he 
was asked about the conventions he proposed, he replied 
coldly : '' I am totally unable_ to &&y anything on the subject 
because it is completely within the discretion of the Viceroy_. , 
Go to him later on and discuss the matter with .,him. I 
cannot interfere or indicate what should be done." This was 

his terse and curt advice. The Congress only. aspired f.or 
.an assurance that the advice of the Cabinet would not be 
brushed aside. The Congress leaders never suggested any . 
topsyturvincss in the present constitution. The word in the 
present Act is that the Viceroy " may " dissent and_ , not 
"must." So where was the insurmountable hitch in giving 
an assurance? Ultimately the supreme power for the gover­
nance of India rests with Parliament. What the Congress 
asked for was a gentleman's agreement as it · had demanded, 

consistent with its dignity and pre~tige, when the provincial 
offices were accepted. Did a Governor even once a~t 
contrary to the advice of his ministers ? Cong~essmen are no 
lunatics who will run amuck when the spectre of power is 

placed in their_ ,l;iands. They will not beat right and left the 
bureaucracy with this Rod of Power ; only Gandhi will be ' 
able to support his infirm . body with it to serve the cause of 

democracy more effectively. 
Amery later on made it clear once for all that a National 

Government at no stage was contemplated. Further, even if 
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all t,he parties agreed and asked for a National Government, 

such a Government could function within the ambit of the 

present framework of the Constitution.. What was offered, he 
said, was. complete Indianization of the Council. The 

Commander-in-Chief would be the only official member. The 

powers of the Viceroy, the Secretary of State and · the British 
Parliament were to remain fully intact till the new constitution 
was framed. Knowing all these absolutist views of the con­

troller of India's destiny, why did Cripps talk in terms of 

" National Cabinet " and " put power in the hands of the 

Indian leaders " and the " Viceroy acting as the King does 

in England " ? And what led to the complete uolte face of 
Cripps on or about April 8? Were • strings pulled by the 

Viceroy and was Cripps chastised by Amery for transgressing 
the four corners of his instructions ? Why has not Cripps so 

far issued a rejoinder to the public statements of the Congress 

President and .Pt. Nehru that he did offer a National Govern­
ment in words as clear and bright as the stars in the sky? Why 

has not the official version of the press conference of March 29 
when Cripps answered questions about the interim arrange­
µients been supplied ? Unless the talks that took place 

between Cripps and Amery and the Vicroy are disclosed, 
students of Indian politics can only wonder and conjecture. 

A paper like Statesman of Calcutta on April 11, while 
Cripps was in India, wrote :-

" So long as the India Office and the Government · 'of 

India draft the proposals, no emissary can succeed, and 

no effective effort will be made to cope with the hourly 

increasing danger to this country ......... a clean sweep 

of personalities is needed ......... Sir Stafford Cripps 
has been made a dupe, but the scheme will ~verreach 
itself." 

Even Prof. Coupland says in The Cripps Mission : " The 

decisive factor, as has been seen, was the clash between the 

Congress and the . British views as to the character of the 

proposed National Government." 
Whatever may be ,he causes and whosoever scuttled the 

paper boat of Cripps proposals, it was wrong ~tj :say --;as 
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Cripps did in Parliament: "The change which occurred took 

place on the intervention of Mr. Gandhi. The Congress 
Working Committee had passed a resolution accepting . the 
proposals. Mr. Gandhi intervened and subsequently the 

resolution was reversed." Gandhi in Harijan on June 28~ 
1942 contradicted this false allegation. "The deliberations 
of the Working Committee at New Delhi were· carried on 
without any interference or guidance on my part." Azad 
laid bare this charge of 9ripps when at the Press Conference 
on April 11, he said : " Mahatma Gandhi made it perfectly 
clear to the Working Com!!1ittce that they were free to come 

to any decision on the merits of the proposals." Pt . Nehru 
and C.R. have denied this charge as well. 

Further, was it right on the part of Cripps_ to say that a 
National Government could 1~ot be formecl because the 

irresponsible and all-powerful majority government would 

ignore the interests of the minorities and crush their rights and 

that it would be irremovable ? It would be irremovable in 

the sense that Churchill's Government is because it is an all­

party and truly national government. By saying these words, 
the socialist became a tory and when he was talking 

in terms of Hindus and Muslims it was perhaps the effect of 
communal poison which he too had been administered. 

Cripps may be likened to a merchant who brought ·an 
imitation diamond and asked our country-men to accept it 
as Koh-i-Noor on trust that the merchant was a · good and 
genuine friend of India. 

When all is said and done, why should the blame of non­

acceptance of the proposals be hung around the Congress neck? 

Did any pqJitical party accept it or even say a few good words 

about it ? It was rejected by one and all, though for different 

reasons of their own. If by refusing the pseudo-national 

government'; the Congress was responsible for the breakdown of 

the bogus and farcical negotiations, it has done another 
great service to the country. The masses have not been 
betrayed and the country's honour upheld and its own prestige 

maintained. 
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He cannot 'scape their censures, who delight 
To _misapply whatever he shall write. 

MASSINGER-EMPEROR OF THE EAST. 

'J'HE war theatre was drawing nearer and nearer to the 
borders of India. The defeat of the British forces in Burma 

and their subsequent evacuation was the sounding of the 
danger signal to India's safety. During the prolonged nego­
tiations with Cripps, the defence of India was most prominent 
in the Congress Leaders' minds. The Congress wanted to 

organise the defence on the popular will and broad-base it on 

the confidence-and patriotism of the masses. But as we have 

seen, for this great task the Indian leaders were offered jobs 
similar to those of permanent Under-Secretaries of State. Every 

Congress lcilder had one passion surging in his heart-to arouse 

the masses to resist the J apancse. Japanese propagandists had 
spread stories of Japan's invincibility and racial discrimination 
against Indian evacuee'> from Burma. The political 
repercussions of that propaganda could, at that critical time, 
only be checked by a National Government possessed of real 
power. It would by idle to pretend that some unthinking 

persons did not fall a prey to interested Japanese propaganda. 

Gandhi instinctively has his hand on the pulse of the 
nation and he immediately warned his countrymen against this 
suicidal way of thinking. He asked them to remove any 
illusions that a foreign army could be an army of liberation. 

News that Subhas Bose bad joined the Axis Powers was 
confirmed. Gandhi, as observed earlier, was responsible for 

the exit of Bose from the Congress High Command. He knew 

too well the working of Bose's mind. With the fall of Burma, 

speculation was rile in all quarters that Japanese army under 

91 
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Bose's command was going to invade and " liberate " India. 

In an article in Harijan on June 21, 1942, Gandhi dispelled 
all cf~ubts about his secret approval of Bose's methods : 

"I have no desire whatsoever to_ woo any power to 

help lnqia in_ her endeavour to free herself from the _ 

foreign yoke. I have no desire to exchange the British 
for any other rule. Better the enemy I know than the 
one I do not. I have never attached the slightest im­
portance or weight to the friendly professions of the 
Axis Powers. If they come in India, they will come 

not as deliverers but as sharers in the spoil. There can, 
therefore, be no question of my approval of Subhas 
Babu's policy ...... he is misguided and his way can 
never lead to India's deliverance." 
Time and again he laid it down in the most emphatic 

terms that there was to be no pact_ with Japan. 
" I want to resist with all my might the charge of in­

viting Japan to. India. I want India to oppose Japan to 

a man." 
In his letter "To Every Japanese," he broadcast the stern 

warning that : 
"India needs no aid from foreign powers. You have 

br:en gravely misinformed, as I know you arc, that we, 
have chosen this particular moment to embarrass the _ 
Allies when your attack against India is imminent. . If 
we wanted to turn Britain's diffi~ulty into our op'por-­

tunity, we should have done it as soon as the war broke 

out nearly three yi~ars ago." 
The.: unkindest cut that our rulers have delivered is the 

charge levelled against Gandhi that he has pro-Axis leanings. 
In Nari.fan on June 7, 194-2, ·he wrote : 
'' Pandit Nehru told me yesterday that he heard 

people in Lahore and Delhi saying that I have turned pro­
Japanese. I could only laugh at the suggestion, ior, if I 

am sincere in my passion for freedom, I could not consci­
ously or unconsciously take a step which will involve India 
in the position of merely changing masters." 

Rightly did Gandhi say that " I am more interested than 

the British in keeping the Japar.ese out, for Britain's defeat 
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in Indian waters may mean only the loss oflndia, but if Japan 
wins,' India loses everything." In the face of such open and 
· public declarations, how can Britain accuse Gandhi of 
harbou·ring pro-J apariese sympathies ? 

There is another malicious but equally unfounded item 
in the charge-sheet that Gandhi was convinced that the BritiEh 

" defeat was certain and inevitable. He showed his faith in 

Britain's traditional and bulldog tenacity when he wrote m 
Harijan on February 22, 1942 :-

,, The recent reverses ought not to create panic in the 

land. In all the wars that Britain has fought or in 
which she has been engaged, there have been reverses 

· · some of which may be considered disastrous. But the 

Ilritish have a knack of surviving them and turning 
them into stepping-stones to success. Hence, the 
saying peculiar to them that they blunder through to 
success." 

The-1'ecent British victories justify the depth of Gandhi's 
confidence h'l Britain as a fighting nation. Such encouraging 
and heartening sentiments are not expressed by a " fifth 

columnist." They are the very negation of defeatism. Again 

on June 7, 19{2, he wrote : "Britain has nothing to lose by 
waiting. And with America as her ally she has inexhaustible 

resources and scientific skill. This advantage is not available 
to th_e Axis Powers." 

Though Gan<ll;i i withdrew his moral support after the . •·· 
," ill-fated Cripps proposals," he never desired Britain's 
humilialion or wished her d e feat. As early as September, 

1939, he had told his countrymen that " strange as it may 

appear, my sympathies are wholly witn the Allies. Willy 
nilly, this war is resolving itself in~o one between such 

democracy as the West has evolved and totalitarianism as it is 
_ typified in Herr ·Hitler." And finally the following admission 

should have been sufficient to shut the mouths of interested 
propagandists, who spared no effort to malign and disparage 
Gandhi. " l-farijan i:; not an anti-British paper. It is pro­

British from head to foot. It wishes well to the British people. 

It tells them in the friendliest manner where in its opinion 
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they err. " -Harijan,July 13, 1942. Gandhi has been and will 

ever remain the truest friend of Britain, whatever may be the 

provocati()n or reaction of the latter. Gandhi's trust in the 
goodness of human nature is unbounded and remains unaflect-

ed by any number of betrayal!I; this trust border~ oi1 blind 
faith. 

And last but not the least here is a passage from 
Gandhi's speech at the A.I.C.C. meeting on August 8, 1942, 

at Bo~bay: 

"Neve1 believe-alt I have never believed-that the 
British are going to fail. I don't consider them to be 

a nation of cowards. I know that before they accept 
defeat, every soul in England will be sacrificed ...... we 
must remove hatred for the British from our hearts. 

At least in my heart, there is no such hatred. As a 
matter of fact, I am a greater friend now of the 

British than I ever was. My friendship demands 
that I must make them aware of their mistakes." 

Earlier in July 19,12. Gandhi had said. " I have never 

even in the most unguarded moment expressed the 

opinion thatjapan and Germany would win the war." 

All the members of the Congress Working Committee m 

their speeches and statements expressed their irreconcilable 

antipathy towards Fascism. If the Britishers turn the search­

light inward they will find that the Congress unequivocally 
condemned every act of aggression wherever committed, even 
at the time when British foreign policy was doing its best to 
appease these blood-stained greedy hounds. If the Nine­
Power Treaty had been invoked against Japan when 
Manchuria was going to be swallowed, the peace of Asia 
would not have been .disturbed. If export of oil had been 

stopped to Italy, events would have taken a different course 

in Africa and in the Mediterranean. Above all it was 

the height of short-sightedness to close the Burma Road. 
It was an ignoble step and a sad betrayal to the brave 

Chinese. Had not · Amery himself in the days of 
" " 'd l · . appeasement s;i1 t 1at 1f they condemn Japanese aggression 
m Manchuria, with what face could Britain hold India and 
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Egypt in bondage ? The Munich Pact is the biggest political 

scandal and a passive acquiescence if not a direct alignment 

with the Fascist monsters. Docs it lie in the mouth of such 

" enemies " of Fascism to accuse the Congress leaders of pro-

Axis leanings ? The former till the outbreak of war had been 
"appeasing" the dictators ; the latter had all along been kicking 

lhem and exposing the devilish intentions of these robbers of 
other people's liberty. 

Below are given extracts from the speeches of 

of various members of the Working Committee which 
show the intensity of their detestation of Fascism and genuine 

sympathy with the democracies. After the fall · of Singapore, 
the ddencr: of India had almost become an obsession with 

them. The passionate call to their countrymen was to resist 

the invader and not to surrender. The Government having 

rejected the Congre~s hand of friendship, the only method of 

resistance left open was " stubborn non-violent non-co-opera­

tion with your whole soul." The speeches Nehru had been 

delivering those days might well have been delivered by any 

member of the British Government. Even the National War 

Front used quotations from his speeches in their posters. 
A Government with any sense of foresight and statesmanship 

would have taken full advantage of Nehru's enthusiasm for 

the cause of the Allies. May we remind them that Nehru's 

abhorencc of Fascism is so great that in 1936 when he was 

in Italy on his way back to India, he refused to sec 

Mussolini in spite of his pressing invitation. 

FIGHT THE FASCISTS 
M. K. GANDHI 

"I do not subscribe to the 
doctrine of Asia for the Asia­

tics, if it is meant as an anti­

European combination," said 

Gandhiji. "How can we have 

Asia for the Asiatics unless we 

are content to let. Asia remain 

a frog in the well? But Asia 

cannot afford to remain a frog 

in the well. It has a message 

for the whole world, if it will 

only live up to it." 

Harijan: . Dec. 24, 1938. 

ABUL KALA M AZAD 

Only a slavish mind could 
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imagine that Japan would 
give us freedom. If any Indian 

says that we should welcome 
the Japanese then all that I 
can say is that his mentality 
is slave's mentality which can , 

think only in terms of change . 
of masters and never in terms 
of his own freedom. Our 

differences with Britain ~ould 

not drive us to welcoming the 

Japanese or any other aggres­

sor.-(From the speech at the 
A. I. C. C. meeting, Allah­

abad), April 29, 1942. 

Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
Indians in the last century 

have well learnt the way of 

The Congress had made 
clear its sympathies with the 
democracies and its opposition 

t.o the aggressor countries, 
Japan ,no less than Ger~any. 

_April 7, 194:2. 

We parted company with 

Bose many years · ago. We 

have drifted further apart and 
to-day we are very apart. It 

is not good enough for me not 

to realize that the way' he has 
chosen is utterly wrong, a way 

which I not only can't accept 
but must oppose if it takes 

shape. Because ahy force that 
may come from 'outside, it 

really comes as ·a dummy force 

Imperialist Powers whether under Japanese control. 

European or Asiatic. When Fighting will be done by the 

the time comes WC shall attain armed forces. We will have to 

liberty without the help of take up guerilla warfare. 
Tojo. Tojo's recent broadcast 
from Tokio that the Japanese April 12, 1942. 

will not attack India is ridi- · I reaffirm my opposition to 
culous. His sympathies for Fascism and Nazism and hold 

our freedom are not wanted. that there is no question of 

June 24, 1942, 

Jawaharlal Nehru 

India aligning herself with 
Jap,an or any other -Axis power, 

even if she was in a position 
I consider it my duty to to do so. I have express­

oppose any foreign invasion of ed myself fairly strongly 

India. The Japanese asser- against the Axis Powers. As 

tiun that they ,were coming to a matter of fact _Mahatma 

India to set us free was absurd Gandhi has also expressed 

and wholly false. That was himself strongly against 
clear from Japan's misdeeds in Fascism and Nazim. 

China and Korea. June 17, 1942. 
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We &o not want to be slaves India can have no tr11sl in 
of Japari 9r · Germany: ·We Japanese r ·declarations. · Look 
would fight against any nation · at her '.empire building acts 'in 
which wants . to enslave us. -Manch:uria, China and : else-

The German and Japan:ese where. : 
radios· announce daily , that August 2, 1942. 
they · are .fighting ·to liberate 

. I • 

nations arid also want' to give 

indep~ntlence to IndHi. I do 
inot beffeve in . it. We :should 

Dr. Pattabhi Seetaharamya 
Do nor · think of ;salvation 

from above •or abroad. The 
Kiingdom of Heaven is ,;within 
:you; · and it is fon:you to find nev~·r . · be misled ,_: by_' i th~se 

·annouric~m.'ei:its: : -W~-~~~; rt i:dy 1it or bury it. 

tci defend·our country. If we Cl : 
.J:uly, 1, 1942. 

Asaf Ali 
If the Axis Powers win this 

War, India would become a 

are organised we would not 

be afraid of Japan or Germany 
but would fight them to the 

· worse slave, 
last drop of our _blood for the 

and 

Italy 
Japan, 
would honour and prestige of our . Germany and 

prove a great menace to the country. 
June 30, 1942. world. 

July 3, 1942. 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Acharya Kirplani 

We can't believe you (Japan) I repudiate the suggestion 
when you are not granting that the Congress is lending 

freedom to the countries under support to the enemy by 
launching a mass movement. 

Satyamurti 
Japan 1s 

July 26, 1942. 

the immediate 

your control; we do not want 
any help from you, but in case 

· you attack India we shall resist 

you and will not allow you 

any footing. enemy of India and Japan 

August I, 1942. should be fought and defeated 

Sardar Patel 
immediately. 

March 23, 1942. 
The sympathies of all Indian 

. h B. G. Kher 
leaders are wit Britain and 

India would never submit to 
the Japanese. The only writ 
that will run through India 
will be of the Indian nation. 

France in the present War as 

they believe Nazism would 
lead to the extinction of the 
world. 

Nov. 13, 1939. April 6, 1942. 
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Mira Ben . 
It is ,shameful and ignomi­

nious to think that the Japanese 
would do good to us, No out­
sid~ power can give us Swaraj. 

May 27, 1942. 

G. B. fan.t 
We want to rid the world of 

Nazism . and Fascism. We 

want to. :organise the <fefence 
of our ,country on a nation<!,l 

basis whose very safety is in 
grave danger to-day. This can 

be possible only when India is 
free to shape her policies and 
to devise, initiate, and enforce 
effective · measures towards 
this end. 

Mr. Amery has been repeat­
ing ad nouseaum,mischievous in­
accuracies. Nevertheless, India 
has no qµarrel witq. t~e ~ritish 
people. She wishes them well 
and ha~ h~a~tfe\t sympi;ithies 
with the victims ()__f aggression. 

Dec. 31, 1941. 



23. The Mirage of Power 

another ytar 
the, bells toll and the priests bless 

• repeating old performances 

another year 

and christ is still in his grave 
disturbing the old lie 

KRISHAN · SHUNGLOO : the night is heavv 

AT the outbreak of War, the strength of the Viceroy's 
Executive Council was seven; with three Indian members. 

In the July, 1941, expansion five ''new" portfolios were created 

and Indians were placed in charge of them. In the new expan-. 
sion, which the Viceroy announced, the Indian majority was 
further increased to 11. Ramaswamy Mudaliar and the Jam 
Sahib were to represent India in the War Cabinet. It would 
be asking for disillusion to think that the present change if 

anything, was in the neighbourhood of a National Government. 
It is not even fully Indianised or non-official Execut~ve Council. 

In ordinary circumstances, the control of the Secretary of 

State over the Executive Council which is invisible to the 
outsider, is effective and supreme. It cannot be less real or 
persistant in these days when a man like Amery is the presiding 
deity at the ' India Office. ·The fact that it is microscopic to the 
naked eye or imperceptible to the average man cannot make it 
the less objectionable. The true dictator of India is now 

Amery, the one man in the British Empire who is most dis­
trusted by politicians of every school of thought. While the 

afilicted mind of the world is churning through the sufferings 
and tortures, the basis of a new human order, men like Amer 
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stick tenanciously to their antiquated ideas. Such men of the 
ruling class cost Britain the finest of her American "posses­
sion," prolonged the Anglo-Egyptian dispute, protracted the 
Irish trouble, until they found that the only alternative was 

war, for which for one reason or. anothei_: - ~h~)_'. '."'.'::e_ -~ot 

prep; r~~-
1 

"', ., _ f, t: ~ ··-~ . , 

~ here is· no pretence· that the n;~ Council · cciuld in-~' any 
sense be a sovereign body. Political power· rests --where it has 
always rested. The new Council can .no 'more 1'-c::hange the 

political situation than the fi~st expansion ~f ·tht 9ld 'council, 

for the simple and obvious reason that it is not a National 
Government reflecting the will of a political maj~rity. It- is 

claimed for the changes that hav'c been madt? 'that· they repre­
sent the implemention of the Cr:pps Proposals· for an . interim 
GoverIJ,m~nt. The, Cripps Prpposal~ w~e rejected by all 
parties. The creation or rather. the bifurcation of the Defence 
Portfolio under . the ·charge of' an · Indian Member, · means • · nb 
real change in the position,: .· The personnel of the Coun~il 

may be individually e~cdlent,' they .may have! high · s01,mding 
portfolios, but these are. irrelevant things in a fi_nal analysis of 

the means :necessary to secure the wholehearted co-operation of 

the Indian people in the war effort. Such ' co-operation 'ca'n 
only be secured by the establishment of a Government :that 
reflects the will of the . nation and has as the acc'redite-d repre­
sentatives of the Indian people, the sub.stance of political" power. 
The three import~nq:>ortfolios, War, Finance and Home remain 
in official British hand~ . . Tqe Df fi;nce Minister -wilt ,only ,be.a 
kind of liaison officer betwqen the .Commander-i_n-Chief and• 
the Civil Department~. He wj ll not be able to raise ·a . millitia, 

or arm the people generally t:1nle~s · th~ Commander-in-Chief 
decides to do so. _ All th_e cri,ticism that applied t~ the ,first 
expansion of the Council applies, therefore, mutatis mutandi.r 
to the new council. How could it enthwie . the people,. who 
de,nand complete Indiani~ation, complete non-offic~lisation, a 
tr.uly, representativt dovernment, in place pf one, of_ the 
Viceroy's nominees ? In short, it was only a con~inuation of 
the declaration of Ammst 8, · · · · · · · 

9 ,I 
. . ' 

' J · • 
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In so far as the Congress .has demanded the withdrawal of 
British Power in the sense of its replacement by an Indian 

' National Government, its demand is both just and expedient. 

It is just because India's right to political independence is in 
itse_lf inalimable. it is indeed inherent in the very struggle 

of_the De_mocr9cies for freedom. It is expedient because unless 

In_dians a,e in actual enjoyment of freedom they cannot bring 
the reguisite enthusiasm to bear on th~ir war effort An Indian 
Natio'nal G;vernme~t alone can l;ri"lg about India's active and 
whole-hearted participation. 

ML. CHOWLA. 

Tl-IE political situation in India after the break-down of the 
. Cripps Proposals was rapidly deteriorating. The food 

situation in the country was grave. Prices of all com­
modities had reached the point which nobody could even 
dream of. The British Government did not concede 
the demand for a National Government, nor did the Govern­
ment of India itself take any serious steps to control the food 
situation or prices. Thus, frustration which had becom_; a part 
~f Indian life was intensified. Nationalist opinion in India 
was convinced during the Cripps negotiations that the British 

x:uli~g class was not willing to part with power. 

Looking beyond the frontiers of India we find that the 

Allied Fronts in all theatres of War were beginning to show 

signs of weakness. The Nazi forces in Russia seemed irresisti­

ble. Sebastapol had fallen, pressure on Rostov was 

increasing and the Fascist hordes incensed by the " glory " 

of their victories were marching with supreme confidence 

towards 'Stalingrad. Moscow in despair shouted for the 
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opening of the second front to relieve the pressure of the Nazi 

onslaught on the gallant Russian soldiers. 
The Japanese after devouring the Malayan States had 

resume:l their offensive in China. The Burma Road was 
no lono-er ~vailable to the Allies to send supplies. to China. 
The e;onomic situation was precarious and Chunking in 

utmost helplessness pathetically cried for more and sub­

stantial material help. 
Tobruk had surrendered and Rommel was virtually the 

master of the Desr:rt. His forces crossed the Egyptian frontier 

and continued the victorious march. The gravity of the 
situation may be realized from the fact that the Germans at 

one stage were only 90 miles from Alexandria. The British 
·people were indignant with the Government's direction of war 

in Lyb:a and Sir Wardlaw Milne on July l, 1942, tabled a 

censure motion against Churchill's Government. He said : "The 
motion is not an attack upon the officers in the field but a de­

finite attack upon the central direction here in London. The 

cause of our failure lies here rather than in Libya."The motion 

was defeated by 475 against 25, but it was only a personal 

triumph for Churchill. Yet, a voice of protest against the 

Government's policy had been raised and registered. 
Wardha was also preturbed at these Allied setbacks arid the 

fast deteriorating political and economic s·ituation in ' India. 
Wardha, therefore, proclaimed that a National Government 
should forthwith be formed to handle effectively the political, 
economic and military situation. This demand was sum­
marised in the slogan addressed to Britain : " Quit India." 

The slogan meant no more than this, but it was interpreted 

by the bureaucracy to mean the phy~~cal withdrawal of every 

Britisher from the soil of India. Nehru in an interview on 
June 17, 19-1-2 elucidated as to what this demand meant by 

stating that it was never intended that Englishmen 1s individuals 
should pack up ~nd go. It meant the transfer of political 
power completely to India. Further, Nehru gave an effective 

amwer to those who would withhold pow..:r from India on the 
pretext that a Free India might not remain in alliance with the 
democratic powers, 
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" The position now is," he said, " that we cannot wipe 
out the events of the past two or three years. The question of 
India remaining neutral hardly arises. India's armies are in 

· so many frontiers and . I do not see how a Free India can 
remain neutral. Nationalist India or the Congress has not 

been neutral in its attitude towards the War. It has its 
sympathies with a certain cause and with certain countries." 

Gandhi on June 19, 1942, explained the implications of 
this demand in these words : 

"I am convinced that the Independence of India which 
the withdrawal of British Power involves, would ensure 

. China freedom and put the Allied cause on an unassail­

able basis ..•... The step that I have conceived, immedi­
atly frees India to offer her best help to· the Allied 
cause and more especially to China which 1s in 
immediate danger." 

It was thoµght by some people that Gandhi being a 
believer in non-violence wanted to prevent India from be­
coming a theatre of war in case Japan invaded India There­

fore, he would demand the withdrawal of British troops from 

this country. But Gandhi is a wide-awake realist and faces 
facts. In answer to a correspondent on June 21, he said, 
"But I would recognise their own military necessity. They 
may need to remain in India for preventing Japanese occu­
pation. That prevention is common cause between them and 
us. It may be necessary for the sake of China also . . There­

fore, I would tolerate their presence in India, not in any sense 

as rulers but as allies of Free India." 
Again on July 5, he wrote in the Harijan : 

" It has been pointed out that not to consent to the 

Allied troops remaining in India during the period of 

the War is to hand over India and China to Japan, and 

to ensure the defeat 9f the Allied Powers. This could 

never have been contemplated by me. The only 

answer, therefore, to give was. to suffer the presence of 
the troops but under circumstances the reverse of the 
existing. They will remain under permission of Free 

India and not in the role of masters but ot friends." 
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That Gandhi's appeal to the British to withdraw from 
India meant nothing more than a demand for the grant to 
India of political independence, both as a matter of ·right 

and as the only way in which the man-power and material · 
resources could be employed to_ their fullest possible extent to 

resist Japanese aggression and to contribute to the Allied 

struggle against the Axis Power., is clear from the explana;.. 

tions of the meaning of "Withdra,v:tl" ·given by Nehru 
and from Gandhi's own . writings. There \Vas no room for 

doubt left that the appeal did not connote the immediate 
withdrawal of the British from India in the sense of their leav­

ing this country to rely on its own ill-developed strength to 
combat foreign · aggression. The following quotation · from 

Harijan fully bears out this interpretation. " When India finds 
herself in possession of complete fre~doai," said the Mahatma, 
" her sullenness and discontent will be changed as if by 
magic and heartv co-operation with the Allies." And is this 
not exactly what the Indian Nationalists and freedom loving 

people all the world over had been saying ? 
The demand of the Congress was being grossly 

misrepresented by interested propagandists abroad. This 

is clear from the following. Amery was asked on July t, 
in the House of Commons by Stephen Davies whether 
''with a view to rendering unnecessary the retention in India 'of 
British and American troops now there he will make immediate 
approaches to the leaders of the Indian National'Congress 
in order to establish a National G~vernment in India so that 

the people shall be inspired to organise the defence of · their 

own country." Amery said, "No. The forces in India are , 

indispensable for the safety of India and for victoDy of the 

Allied cause and will be retained until victory is achieved." 

Stephen who tried to speak for Indian Nationalists was buil_ding 

his case on a wrong hypothesis as the Congress, as observed 

earlier, had never demanded the withdrawal of the British 

troops from India. There was no occasion for the question ; 

and none, therefore, for the answer. Amery · should :have 
said that the question did not arise because the Congress had 

never demanded the withdrawal of Britisli troopS,.1 · : l 
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. C6ngress leaders had· made . their position clear but the 
British Government did -~othing to conciliate Indian opiriibn; 

The' C~ngress Working Committee met · at Wardha on 
'July ·l5 1

1942 ;and ·passed a resohi'tion demanding political 
· lndepehdc:nce" for India. · · The resolution also -empowered 

-- Mahatma:Gartdhi fo ,take ·such steps as he 'deemed necessary, 
: in'cludiii~ 'the '• -launching' ·of a mass Civil Disobedience Movc­
L i:rient to press !that dem'and. 

This resoluti~n fo its s~bstance' was corifh'.med by the 
A:'r. c_:·c. on"August 8 at Bombay: . 

'· · ·1n the early hou~s of Augus
0

t '9, all the members of ·.the 
- 1 • • . .•. . • • , ., 

. Workin,g Committee were arrested and· the Government 
• J ) ' ' ( •• J ! ~ . . . j • • • , • ' /' ' 

roun_ded ·up Congressmen all over India . · 
- 1, • • : ' •• 1 . 1 , , I t . } . _ . _ 

· The r~solution consisted of two main parts : 
(a). The National demand. 

0

(b) The sirt~tion behi~d it i.e., the thr.eat to launch a 
i I • ' . ' f J . ' ' .' • ' ' ' • 

, . mass Civil Disobedience Campaign. 
t . J • . I • • • • 

So· far as the . demand . ·of the Congress on behalf of 
.. India Sor its . ,~c;:edom is concerned, there was no.thinq- new or 

r :nov~l.. ~vep si{!ce,, t,he Congress carQc into active politics of the 

country, the independence of India has heen the first -article 
. of. its creed. ccMoreover, . the British Government in the 
" pi;eamble to the 1919 , Act . had definitely stated that the 
.. ~ltimate, .. goal of British Policy in Indi,1 was "progressive 
. realization of self-governing institutions m India.' In 
pecepber · 1919, His Majestr,_spoke of the Act of 1919 in the 

R~yal Proclamation as pointing the way to " full responsible 
· Government qereafter," and " the right of her (India'~) pc;ople 

.to direct , l;ier ~tfairs and safeguard her interests". His Majesty's 

. i~~t;ument of Instructions to the Governor-General in . para II 
; I ' , , ' , • . ~ • • 

issued in J.y.larch 1919, stated, ''For above <\ll things it is Our 
will ~~cl pleasure that ·the plans laid by Our Parliament for the 
, progressive ieil isation of responsibl~ Government in British 
,Iri.d~a 'as_ an integral part of Our ~mpire may come to fruition 

• to the ~rid that British India max attain its due place among 
·• 1 - • 1 •· ' ' t ' I . , · 

' Our ._boininions." . In 1929 Lord Irwin anthoritatively announc-

. '~d' that India shall have · the status of a seJf~governing 
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J~o~inion. : ,The; Priipe +'-1ini~te~'.t on ,ibep,~,~fpf,~~s .¥,ajcsty's 

Gov:emment;9P Janµ,qry l~i,. ~931 ~a~d.- d , :, ·~: ,· .1 I ' ' · -~ r1,i ,: ' , .. , ... , I 

'·' The view of His 1;1aje~~y's Gov/!_rnme11,t is th~t.,.r:eponsi-
• • ' I ! : l l I} i: ! , ' ' ) 'I ( . # I . ' I J . '-~ • • I . . ,, . ; . . . . • ,I l l 

, bP.}W .. fo[: . µt_e Goverp.~«rnt ?f ~nq~a_. ~~ouJ,~ _ b~ '.p_l~<;efl .,~1w_n 

1 l,,_!!gisla\µr,es, Qentraland ProvinciaL.y.:iFp s4ch: ,P1:.ff'{~si9n~i1 ;as 
. IDfl-Y.: ,J;,e; ~e~r ss~ry to . guar,an,~e~ d~ing ;:+ P.~!H4 ·pf,trnq~jt,ipn 
_ t.~~ J9_bs,e,nranc!! .of ,se~~ai~ obl~~.,tiRns_, and J o, i !.'lee~ pthf1r• ~P.e,cit3-l 
circumstances, and also with such g,1,1a.;:~qt!!~~.,l f1S 3 .~e c;req~Ji:;Crd 

_ ?Y ~ ~l~°.~,i,~ir~f. :~o, P~?tect. ~1~7~g>lit~~al _ ~fg~~s., r'.l : " :., l 

· ''In such statutory sa~~?.~~r.<½ ~s fllfY _b,e 1m~de ;f~~ .f~~t-

~~g ~~e n~e_d~; o~ _t11e_ trai1,si,~~?.~al pe~~°.d,
1
_it f ,ifl, b,\ aJrimay 

c~ndern or His M<LJcsty 's Government to see_ tliat the several 
·poWel's , a~b so'' frame~ a~~d I ~ie;bsed as' ri.~~ 1

to:~rej1J.a t~~ 'the 
_ .{ ·: · . . ;· 'J l · .. ,.·yt · , .:_; ' f ' r ' l : !·,rJLJ' .. Y L . 

advance of India through the new constitution to Jull responsi-
bili!J J or her oww 'Gouernmerit : ' · .. ·': '·: ;,,,, ,'}_ !,),,!tr !. ,'..'. .' ·,- ,1 1

· 

,, His Majesty's Governm~nt,: wlii1st iri~k..iilg tb.is_··:•declara­

. ti~n, . isi aware that' some of t~e ·conditi_~ns ~hich1 
Are '~•ssential 

to the working of s'ud1 a constitution ·a~ is · tontexrlplated, have 

\ not ,.been settled, but it believes that as the I result ·of, the work 

,done here,:they have been brought to ·a point whfoh iertcoufages 

· the hope :that further negotiations, after this · declaradort/ ,.Will 
be:successful." , · ., ,, ·' . _. , -. .. --,, .. 

Para XVI of ·His Majesty's Instrument of .. Instruc­

tions in March :1937, to the Governor-Genera{ ,' (which 

is the intrument now · in . force) enjoins :: ...... " And ~ 'finally 

it is · Our will and pleasure that Our , · Governor­
General . should so exercise the trust : rJposed I in'., him: th'at 

, 'th~ parttimhip be tu:eetz lndi~ and the United ·Ki~gdo;J I within 
Our' Empire mav '. be furthered, to . the ~na . that 'India 'may. atia~n 
its due place among · Oi1r Dominions." (Itals dufs) · The" Cripps 

Propo~.ils admitted the right of India I to :frame it~' ! I 'o¼n 

' : Constitution through . a Constituent Assembly after' t-h~ I 'War 
. I 

and further 9ripps· in a Press interview . gave the _kssur~'nce 
. that t,he Constitution-making body will be ' 'a sover~ign . b~dy. 

According to him India could even sec~d~ fr~:n · the British 
E:mpire. So the ' Congress demand . for the Indep~'ii:deri'c~ i . , , . . . . . or 

. India ·was not ' only just but ·consistent with 'tiie" Briii~h 
. Government's own declarations. 1 

. • 
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' _'
1
;~ 'f,r~~}~~pt.~,rn :~s:~~~e .thi~ ,,s~~c~ss. , (~f } ~<;. ~~I.i_ed:: 

cau~e) . by ,throwJng ~11 her great resources 1_n .tJ}e ., 
'' ' I , ·· !,id j(• . ._ • ' • .. . ' ' ' '. ,.. .. . .: .) Ji .... · 

struggle for freedom ' and against the aggression of I 

_,, ·· 1;t t • 7\,~ ) . , .--( ! · r -·,·1 ·, , : . / l. · · ·, , , · . . . ·, ' ! ' L .. 

Naz1~m, . Fa~cism . and Imperialism. Tpis wil! ! not .. 
Ot! : : ;-rr!:J J" ;• ~ J q . : ' . : . . i '! · · . . , ) '. . - t. . . . 

o~,,~, ,~ff~c\ ~at~ri,a;lly the Jorrur,-~s of th~ War, but . \fill ' 
b~~p~ a~! s1tpj~ct -~nd opP:ressed_ humanity . on $e :

1
si~t; ­

of ,\~e, "(.f i;ii,~1? ll'i~~~OJ:>:s a~d give thes,e nations,, ·tlw. m~~~l , 
a~p ,,,spirh~~l) ~~1 er!\?\P , of ,. t~e worl~ . . , India. ip ,, 
bondage will continue to be the , syn,ibol _of_, ~,r~ti.~q·Jl 
Imperialism and the taint of that Imperialism will 
afTh'~t 'the fortun~s' '8f 'all the ' nations: .... only the 

1

glovPo'r 
fret!<lorii'noiicdti ·release . th~t en~rgy and ~nthusiasm

1 
I 

of millions of people ~liich . 'will . i'mmediat~ly: f~i~s:f~rrrl ' 
·l·tbe,na:tfur¢ ·6f.t'he,wa1.'.;,,_r; /': , I ' · 111 c;: (, 

• , • I / ~- I f ' ,; ~ ; 1 ~ J : :• ' ' ! ! 

Ever since the beginning of the War, . Congress .. Leaders 
had -~ plfat~dl/ ~ieri1r:sa'yirig ,·tliat' ',:Ixidia \ v~s ' pr~parj d .to 
co-operate ·Witn: the· ~ilid fo era'.dicai'e ahcl ci:ush

1
' Fa~d~rii' -~~d 

oontrib'nt~ its jali'mt: th~ :ie~6n~frudion ·:'M t~e J ~~';1d '. o~:, ;he 
basis';:or!#er~a'.ileb·~r" p_Jac/ · · · '1'ii~ r · W6~kiri{ '·:_c~~m.~t1

t7!~'s 
. . I l } . . ' ' ·, ; : ' ! ! ! . ( ' . ' j ' • T ~ 

resolution said : · · 
1:: r. im ,11JI ,:;1 1 ·,, • .. · .. ·, ·,., , : : :, ., ·, ! ·)!' I ' 

cc Th(! :fr e;edow.:of t India . ~s . t,hus necessary, I ,not ol)ly " : ', ,! 

in })~e i~~er~.st, ofl_?,d~~ ~rt .. lllso ~or t,he ..5a,fet?' J ?f,f.h~, 
w_orid _and for the ~nding . of ~~7!1sm,. . F.c~SC;ISIP,-, , , 

Mil~t~r!'iril : Jit _ofh~1i. J~~·~~ I~{ )~-~f~i~P~:~ l~,i rd I: )l~e:. 
aggt~1si6rf oto'ne' nation over another." , , . .. . . : " . 

tflf ,: ·:·-. r: 7i; ,~ ·~rj ·; ·; ; ~ . ,, 1 1_1· ·: ·:1· , 1,:,, "1l 1: P . . J , . 

"ffr,~ C~o-~~~-ss ~Hd, n9t ,Jook ;at. the (reed,Qtnuof lndia.J from 
an isolationalist point of view but from· J he ,.l~ger :iw.orJd 
issues_. ~atio~_alist leader~ al~o. r_e.<;lliz,e~, , t~~t tp~,. q~s~f1, 1for 
fre~d'ortt aiii6ii 'g' thb' ·~~ssJs,

1

. b~~;i'~,~~ it h1

ad ~~t 'been'.J satisfied, 
: b ·,,..fli! ~r.r. 1! n 

was maki_~g the~ indiff<?rent to ~ri~_ai,n's_ fµt't.7~1 
i.?. Jh~1Y'{,ar, 

with which !rtrdi~~s fotii're w~s' foe¼:l:ric~bly aliied. !tis for th.is 
reason; that1 tl'iey declared th~t .. th~ friedo~ , ~ .. fn<lia' ~a~ t·he 

. . . . . ,, ·1 '\ ' .. ,- '' "•~·.> 

only ni'eatill' >;tb ,••change -sullenness into hearty ~o-op~ration 
with the ' Allies4cb-dperatioi1 which . was :. indi~pensah1r ··•·10 
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Britain and n,e~es~ary for India • . ; 1'hat . is 1 ;why,, 1 th~ reso)µtion 

observed: 

" The Coi:igress is anxious t~ avoid tqe ~xpei;i~~<:e_s . of 

Maliy~, Si~gapore arid Burr'na _anp desir~_s -~~ . ~f ia j p , 
resistance to any aggression on or invasion of India by . . . , , ·,, ,t , .. .. ' " 
the J apau~se or any foreign power. The Congress , 

' j I ( . • ! • 1-- 1 • r , r ~, 

would change the present . ill-will against . Britai~ into 
goodwill and make India a willing partn~~ ·i~{ a -: joi~t 
enterprise securing -freedom for the . 

1

riation:s arid ' ; 
peoples of-the world an'd in the trials 'ahd . tribulations 
which acc~mpany it, and this is only _· p·ossiole

1'if ' i:~cii~ . 
. . , ( • ' • ,1, i -., " I . • · 

feels 'the glow of freedom. . . . ·, : , _ ,°., .. 

'' It is the earnest desire of .the Cpngre~s to e:p.able . 
India to resist aggression effe~tivdy with the p~opJ~'s . 
united will and strength behind it." ! . : , ·'. , . ;, 

On this question Nehru speaking on, July: 26, · 19,t,2--, iltft 
no room for doubt : 

, , . , I , ' 1 ' '• ' ) l : £· 1 :1· • • ' 

' ' While we desire Indepe~dence" he said,, 1 (~~hat ,l;>y : .. , l 
. : , ~tself is not: the chief issue at p~esl!nt . . Th~ r~~l ;is_su~_· .is i . , 

: how to ,meet the . p;~~erv., sit1:1atio~,. h?~: to: rrn~L. -:, ,, I 

:aggression on India and how to ·help China and Russia · · 
. . : , , , . · ; . · . ·'-1 ' I .' . • • ". • .. , 

and the common cause of the Allies." 
: : , ; · : . :1. : 1:1 :: .: · 

The Congress President in the course of his I 00 minute 
peroration at the A. I. C. C. meeting at· Boinbay said '.: 1

r J ' 

' . . • ' i . 

" What this resoludon ·says -is this. Let . us· ~ot . 
depend upon promises. Let ti~ -ha~e 

1

a d~clai-ation : ~f -
• . 1 • j • • ;_ , _.., • . 1,. ' : .! ' . : 

Indian· Independence forthw!th and we ?n. o~~i- P,<1:rt ,. 
shall immediately entr:r into a . treaty of alliance with 

the United Nations for the sol~ purpose 'of fighti~g . a~d' _ 
· -winning-this war." · · .-,, . •-.• ,, . 1r, : 

. , . ' , · . . , ,: ' :'1 ·1 · - • 

-In a reply to the News Chronicle of Lon:don, : Gandhi .wi~~d·· :· 
I I . • • • , ,) • , . , 

on August a :• ' · · · , ·-..r!,' , . 
·er We here feel that Britain cannot b,e extricate~ . fr()Ill , 

_ its ~~itical position ~nless Iqpia~s,,hearty «;o-opC;):'atiQ~ is 

-secured. That co-operation .~s impossible without the 

people r~alfzing. th~t they are independ~nt, to~day/' • 
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. :· This part -of the resolution.is beyond reproach because 
evel'y country· has a right to . be · .free and secondly that right is· 
inherenUn.the very struggle of the Allies. Moreover Congress 
leaders had given the assurance that a Free India will throw 

her body ._ a,nd spul into the struggle of the Democracies to fight 
Fascism. · · ·The Government should have concentrated on this ·1,r . • . . 

main r parf of the resolution and show~d their constructive 
t • ,.i r, .,. . .. _ . 

statesmanship by conciliating Indian opinion. If the right 

of India ~o be free is admitted the operative part of the reso­
lution, i.e., the • threat of · Civil Disobedie~ce becomes 

meani'ngless and unnecessary. But it was most unfortunate that 
the G~verriinent ignored the j~st demand of the Congress and 
construe·a the threat of Civil Disobedience as the determination 

· 1·· . . . ' ' 

on the part of the Congress to create chaos and anarchy in 
India ' thro·~-gh sabotage and violence. Further, the Congress 
during . the· tra:nsition stage 0f the transference of power from 
British ·to · in<:li~n hands did not visualise ~ political vacuum 

but st~ted, 6n the ~o~trary, that immediately on the British 
decla~ati~n ttl · p~tt ,vith 'power a ' composite National Govern-

ment representing all the major parties will start function­

ing. And this National Government would have had only 
one object· in-viewj ' i.e., to mobilize all the dormant, spiritual, 
economic and material resources of India to win this War. 

Chamberia:in'~ direction of war was unsatisfactory though 
he was doing his best. The public wanted a more dynamic 
leadership and Churchill was asked to take the reins in his 
hands. It was a step in the right direction. Chamberlain 

gracefully;. :resigned. . Did he ever say that his critics were 

fifth-co,umnists and were trying to impede and sabotage 

England's: :war effort? In India bureaucracy had the com­

pletest '·control ·. civer · -India and the leaders realized that for 

the effective prosecution of the war-, a National Government 

was indispensable. · England's gain would have been im­

mediate·. 

Now we come to the operative part of the Resolution for 

it is be~ause of · this part th;it the Congress has been severely 

critised and outlawed. If the Congress had chalked out a 
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plan with •the object ultimately · tb hinder the · ·~ar ; effort 
whether through ' .sabotage or violence .or ·;through' · anyJother ' 
means, the Congress must .be condemned. · · But ·ic'an1 :that be ; : 
said oJCbngress policy? ·· r: : 1. 1 · . _, ! , .. :, [ 

1 . . ' • • • I ' , ~ , I . i ' . ' . ' . r ' I ' . ' ·, ' ( 

Corigress Leaders since the be~1rinihg . (}_f 
1
thf:., War nad ~ ~ 

· • · • ,, · .. • . • I . .. , , . I , 
laid do,vn that under no circumstances was the Congress 

i?;Oing tb embarrass Great Britain. The -~vorkirig . Cc,M~~H~e __ i~iJr;. 
its 'resolution stated : 

• . I j .. 
· "Ev~r since the outbre~k of the World War · the . ·con:-. 

' , lJ 

gress has studiously pursued a policy of non-
. ' . I , T ! .' ' I ' t • ' . " ••• JJ f ! 

embarrassment. Even at ,the _risk o_f ~~~i~g j ~~) ·irl , 
Satyagraha ineffective, it deliberately gavc'it a· syµibolic 

• · ·1 . . J . ... , : ! , c:: : ~. ) , . 

character in the hope that this policy of non-
.. ' : ·:, r .. , n n 

embarrassment carried to its logical extreme . WR,u,lg,}?e, ; )i :1 ! 

duly appreciated and that real . power. : woµld I b.c;: ... , , 
, , . ·. , J i i ,,. , fl l , iJ .. 

transfered to popular represen~at;i_v~s so a~ to -~~,qle, f}w,:;; :ff 
nation to make · its fullest _cont'.i_b~~i?n fP~_~rd~ ,,tht ,,. cl 
realization · of -human freedom .. . t~ro),lghout , tqe, WRrld ., . 1• 

• • • • • • • • ' J. ~ • ' I ' ~l .J 

which is in danger of bci_ng crushed. The_se. ~,op~s 1:i,aye, ,,rr 

however, been dashed to pieces ... '. .. I ; ; / : [· f 1::·. . ; •ri 

!' The Committee is. anxious· -not to; embarrass ,·in , arty '; 1rr , 

way the defence of China and Russia .whose freedom· ·.is· ,. ,:; , 

. precious and. ~ust be , preserved or to jeopar~ise. t~6i 
defonsive capacity of the United Nations.' '.: · , . :(,' ; .:, 

Dr. Rajend'ra Prasad explaining ,the cresolution · .main.- ; 
tained that: . ' ,1., _: 

" The demand for Brltish withdrawal is 'not . a'ctua~ed 

·Qy a desire to embarrass Britain or the Allies · '·biif 'the1 Ir,: i I 
,motiye behind it is to enable India to •l:lefend·herself. l'. 11~l 

an~ help the Allies in . winning :the.•war ·by :,bringing··; J'."l] c, 
India's whole-l1earted support to the Allied -cause.'' : ,,·: , :,d; 
All the other l.eaders publicly stated that . the :Gdngresa . 

had no intention secret or overt to embarrass the Briti'sh , · 
Government. 

. . ' • _., \ / . 

. It must be remembered that the passi~g- of the resolution 

did not mean the launching ,of , the ma~s . un raig1'. , 
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For in all the struggles launched by · him, Gandhi had never 
taken any: hasty action or precipitated the. crisis. Even after 
making the ·,,declaration that the struggle was going · to be 
st~rted,:he- kept on negotiating with thc .Government·and only 
when he , ·was despaired of the ,negotiations and con,vinced 
that ino honourable compromise was possible, did he take 
the, extreme · step. , This time . also he wanted to negotiate 
with ·the · Government as 1s clear from the · interview of 
August <6, 19421: 

I " I hiive definitely co~templated 'an interval between 
· the 'p~ssing of th~ Congress resolution and the starting 
l of the str'{1ggle. l -do not -·know . that ~vhat . l . con tern­
' plate doing according to my wont can in any· way be 
L" 'describca· as'' in -'the nature · '?f n~gotiation. But a 
-'let:ter will ·certainly go to the · Viceroy; not as an 

ultimatum but as an earnest pleading for avoiding 
-, , _co_nfltct. If there is a favourable response then my 

, j , - , Jeiter can be the basis for negotiation." 

.1 ' fo his letter dated August 14, 1942, that is, after his 

.:arvest and after the " disturbances " had begun, Gandh_i 
- wrote to ' the Viceroy: 

'' The Government of India ,vere wrong in precipitating 
I L ' · · the crisis. The Government resolution justifying this 
·:· ' ·step' i~ full of distortions and misrepresentations. That 

you lia've the approval of your Indian ' colleagues ' 

I ,, 
· 11 ' · ;cari have ; no significa~ce except this that in India .you 

can always command such 'services. That co-operation 

is an additional justificaticih for the' demand of with-

11 ·l;drawal irrespective of what people and parties may 

say. 

"'Ilhe Government of India should -have waited at.least 
: , 1 · , till the time I inaugurated mass action. I havepublicly 

stated that I fully contemplated _ sending you a letter · 

'(: before taking concrete action. It was to be an appeal 

to you for. an impartial examination of the Congress 
· -, , ca.se." , A~ 'you know, the Congress has readily filled 

in , eve11y omission that has been discovered in the 

conception . of its ·demand, So co~ld I have dealt with 
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every difficulty . if · you had given me the opportunity. l 

The precipitate action of the Government •leads one to 
think that they were afraid that the extreme caution 
and gradualness with which the Congress was moving 
towards direct action might make world opinion veer 
round to the Congress, as it had already begun doing,:! 
and expose the hollowness of the grounds for the : 
Government's rejection of the Uongres3 demand. They ·, 
should surely have waited for an authentic report 1of : 
my speeches on FridaY'and on Saturday nigh~ after the 
passing of the resolution by the All-Indif1 Coµgress 
Committee. You would have found in them _that . I 
would not hastily begin action. You should have taken 
advantage of the interval foreshadowed in th~m, and 
explored every possibility of satisfying the Cqngress 

demand." 

From the above two extracts it is obvious that : Gandhi 

would have explored all avenues to arrive ·at an hoi:I~ilrable 
settlement. One thing in Gandhi's political and private life 
is certain and has got to be taken for granted that he believ.es 
in no secrecy and whatever he says he mearis . . He -would 
definitely have sent a letter to Lord Linlithgow a_nd ·tried to 
persuade him and convince him about the real intentions of 

the Congress. Perhaps the Government thought that 4nder 
the shelter of negotiations, the Congress. wanted tim1;: to 
consolidate its position, strengthen the organisation and · issue 
instructions all over India as to how · the struggl!;! was to be 
conducted. I( that was i.he Government's point of view, all 
what I can say is that they thoroughly misund_erstood .their 

best and sincerest friend in India. 

Further, when the War broke out, Gandhi was the first 
to give his unconditional m0ral support to Britain. The 

extremist section had then been clamouring . for a mass 
struggle but eonsistent with his whole-hearted sympathy 

for Britain, Gandhi did not take any steps -and when he did 

decide to raise the voice of protest, the individual Satyagraha 

was launched in a symbolic and restricted form only. ·· It is my 

firm conviction that Gandhi would have · kept Of!. . . delaying 
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the extreme action and if he had taken it, it would 
have been in a most innocusous form. The question of 
indulging in violence and . co.mmi t ting shameful acts of 
sabotage would never have arisen. The Working Committee's 

resolution, had said : 

"Should, however, this appeal fail, the Congress cannot 
· view without the gravest apprehension the continu- . 
· ation of the state of affairs involving a progressive 

deterioration in the situation and the weakening of 
India's ,vill and power to resist aggression. The Cong­

ress will then be reluctantly compelled to utilise all the 
non-violent strength it might have gathered since 1920 

when it adopted non-violence as part of its policy for 
the vindication of the political lights and liberty." 

Gandhi at the A. I. C. C. meeting at Bombay emphasised 

at length that non-violence must be . practised in thought, word 

and deed: 

"There are people who may say that I say one thing 

to-day and another thing to-morrow. But I must tell 

you that there is no .change in me. I stick to the 
principle of non-violence as I did before. If you are 

tired of it then you need not come with me. It is not 

necessary or incumbent upon you to pass this resolution. 
Be non-violent in action, if not in thought, this is the 
least I expect from you .................. The coming in or 

Japan will mean the end _,pf China and perhaps of 
Russia too. In these matters Nehru is . my Guru. I 
do not want to be the instrument of Russia's defeat 
nor of China's . . If that happens I would hate myself 

...... give up the attitude of mind which welcomes 

Japan ...... If there is the slightest communal taint in 

.your mind, keep off the struggle. I want ·you to adopt 

non-violence as a matter of policy. With me it is a creed 

but so far as you are concerned I want you to accept 

• it as · a , policy. As disciplined . soldiers you must 

.accept it in toto and stick to it when you join in the 

·struggle'. " · • 
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All the Congress leaders at the A. I. C. C. meeting 

emphasised the non-violent aspect of the movement. 

Congress leaders were, however, arrested before any 

negotiations could be conducted or any action taken. Thus, 
it is patent that the Congress never started anY. movement 
or struggle. Many ugly things no doubt happened in the 
disturbances that followed. Acts of violence were committed. 
But the only accusation that qm be based on these distur­
bances against the Congr~ss is that the Cori'gress should have 

known that its "struggle" could not remain non-violent. 
The accu;ation that the Congress itself contemplated a 
violent struggle cannot, however, be based on the disturbances. 
The resolution of the Working Committee, the speeches at 
the A. I. C. C. meeting ruled out violence altogether. How 
were the people therefore to assume_that violence was desired? 
The only answer to this question is, that it was never desired. 
But even that question does not arise, because the Congress 

never started any movement. 

As for the former accusation that the Congress ,c;hould 
have known that if it started a struggle, · it could not ·remain 

non-violent, the same thing was said before the Mahatma 

started his individual Satyagraha Movement. It is the 

consciousness of the necessity not to embarrass Britain and of 

the fact that sporadic acts of violence m::i.y be committed in 
a non-violent struggle that made Gandhi circumsribe severely 
the limits of action contemplated under his individual Satyagraha 
Movement. My convi,;tion is that he would have done the 

same in the second struggle. Again, there is a world of differ­

ence between a "movement" and "disturbances." Disturbances 

are chaotic, and local conditions play a large part in them. 

The Fifth Column might have been active in the " distur­

bances." Again, the participants in the disturbances might also 
have been ac~uated by motives of vandalism. The story of these 

disturbances is yet to be written. Until · it is written, the 
historian can do no more than condemn them and rightly so, 

but the attempt to locate their origin must reJI1ain futile. 

Particularly in view of the public professions of non-violence 

of the Congress leaders, a very strong case would have to be 
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constructed to pin the responsibility for violence on thtl 
Congress. 

The Government on their part have, however, stated that 
" ... .. . It was from August 11, that · the situation began· to 
deteriorate rapidly: From then onwards, apart from the har­

tals, protest meetings and similar demonstrations that were to 
be expecte?, concerted ou_t~reaks of mob violence, arson, 
murder and sabotage took place." 

Th_is was a serious charge and further that, " Indian 

National Congress under the leadership of. Mr. Ga:ndhi" 
was ;esponsible for it. ·. There' ~ as-a universal demand for an 

• J . ' 

independent inquiry tq . find out whether these ugly acts 
of violence wer_c a .part of pre-concerted plan or the result 
of mob excitement and resentment at the arrest of Congress 
leaden;. But . the Government persistl!ntly ignored this just 
demand of the pub_lic. The worst part of the Govern­
ment's policy a:s st~ted by Sir T ej Bahadur Sapru was 
"collective fines are being realized from Hindus, I do n,it 
know on ,vhat principle. Talking to an English friend the 
other day I _asked: 'If you distrust Hindus s0 much that 
you cannot discriminate between wreckers and friends, 
why not hand over all political powers to Mr. Jinnah." 

Gandhi in _ his letter of August 14 to the Viceroy wrote : 
"The Congress 'was making every effort to identify 

India with the Alljed· cause ...••• The Congress movement 
was· intended _ to ev~ke in the people the measure · ~f 

sacrifice sufficient to compel-attention. It was intended 

to demonstrate what measure of popular support it had. 

Was it wise at this time of the day to seek to suppress 
a popular movement and to suppress Congress al­
together ?,, 

As observed earlier Gandhi had emphatically laid down 

that non-violence was the basis of the struggle. His soul 
was in anguish when he was a helpless spectator to mob 
violence and ruthless repression on the part of the Government. 

On September 23, 1942 he wrote in the course of a letter to 

the Viceroy : 

"In spite of all that has been said to the contrary, 
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l ,claim · that ·the Congress policy still remains 1 un­

equivocally non-violent." 

1 Further correspondence · was going , on between the 

Mahatama arid the Viceroy,' . The Viceroy accused Gandhi for 
the disturbances and this , ,was what · Gandhi wrote on 

February 7, 1943 : 

"You say that there is evidence that 1-J· leave niy ' 
• I ' • ' • ' 

friends out for the moment:_'expected the policy 'to ' ' . , , 

le~d to violence/ th i t I_ ·w~s ' ·, prepared to condone it ' 
• • • ' ' · i ' , • 

and 'that 'the violence that ensued formed part of a · 
concerted plan conceived Jong before the a~est' · of ·: 
Congress leaders.' I h.ave seen no evidence in ·support 

of such a serious charge. Yoti admit that part of the ' 
evidence has yet to be published. The speec_h of t~e 

Home Member, of which you h~ve favoured me with a 
copy, may be taken as . the op.ening speech of the 
prosecution counsel and nothing more. It contains · 

unsupported imputations against Congr~~~men. Of, 
course he has described the violent outburst in graphic, 

• • ' I '1. 

language. But he has not said why it ,took place when 

it did. You have condemned men and women, befor~ ­

trying them and hearing their defence. Surely, there 
I 

is nothing wrong in my askin~ you to show me the 
evidence on which you hold them guilty. What . you 
say in your letter carries no conviction. Proof should 

correspond to the ~,moos o( B~itis·h jurisprudence ... ,. .. 
You say that the time is not yet ripe to publish the 
charges against the Congress. Hav'e you ever thought 

of the possibility of their beirig 'found baseless wh~n 
they are put before an impartial tribunal?, Or, th~t some 

of the condemned persons might have died in the mea·n­

while, or that some of the ·evidence that the living can 
_produce might become unavailable?" '· 

While the Government depl~red the sad happenings 
which were disgracing th~ fair name of the country, 

they withheld the condemnation o'r violence by Gandhi 

as stated in his letter of 23rd Sept. On the one hand they 



THEY KNOW l'fOT WHAT......... 117 

held Gandhi responsible for the disturbances and on the other 
. \ l . . . . 

ha.rid they · did not publish his letter in· which he had out-
spokcrily disassociated himself from these uprisings and cate-

' gorically denounced them. · · . 

It was only in F~bruary that ~he India~ public learnt of 

. ~hi~ specific disapproval by the Mahatma. But the Govern­

. ment did not give it any publicity abroad. Mr. Sorenson 

raised,_ the voice of protest and surprised the House of Commons 

. th~t the opinion expressed in the letter of 23rd September was 

. n9t made available to the people in England and America . 

. Mr. Sorenson when interviewed said : 

: · "Until I asked my question in the Commons and 

· even' now, it has not been made quite clear by the 
Government that Mr. Gandhi had condemned acts of 

violence. I think it quite unfair of the Government of 

India and of the British Government not to have made 
• I this ·quite clear.,, 

Ainery in the House of Commons said : 

" ......... while refrrring to the reported deplorable 
destructions that had taken place, Mr. Gandhi claimed . / . 
th_at r_esponsibility for it rests with the Government and 

not with the Congress Party, and did not categorically 

condemn acts of violence." 

While Lord Liulithgow had said in his lettet of January 

25, 1943 : · · 

"I am very &lad to read your unequivocal condemnation 

of violence and I am well ~ware of the importance which you 
have given to that article of your creed in the past." · 

The leaders resented this act of the Government of India . 

i~ not making it known to the public that the Mahatma had 

condemned the acts of violence. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru at a 
I 

press conference . said : 

"Had that letter been published at that time, the public 

would have realized that the Mahatma's loyalty to the 

doctrine of non-violence was as strong as before and it 

would have strengthened the .hands of men like 
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Mr. ·Rajagopalachari in telling the public that thc;>se 
who were creating the disturbances were doing an 
injustice to the Mahatma's whole life." 
In a public statement C R; said that when he s·aw 

the Viceroy in November, 1942, the Viceroy was completely 
reticent about the letter of 23rd September, and deplored the 
absence of any condemnation of violence from Gandhi. 

C. R. confidently proclaimed that, "if he had told me some­
thing about the letter, many innocent people could have been 
saved from much suffering." C. R. further stated that when 
he saw Gandhi during his fast "he shared my grief that his 
letters· to the Viceroy and the Government of India on the 
subject had not been published at once and were suppressed 

for such a long time." 
Further, men like Mr. Phillips, and the Metropolitan 

of India were refused permission to interview Gandhi . If 

the permission had been granted the Mahatma would have app -

raised them also of his strong and unequivocal condemnation 

of violence. These men on their part would have warned the 

participants in the disturbances that they were torturing the 
soul of Gandhi b y indulging in acts of sabotage and violence. 

If the Gover·nment were determined not to solve the political 
deadlock and to conciliate Indian opinion, was it not their 
duty to let the public know that the bloody path of violence 
which they were treading had never been concei;ed nor 

sanctioned but was being condemned by their leader? 
So far as the ::-esolutiQn of. the political deadlock 

is· concerned the Governme'nt continued its policy of 

negation. Public men in England and America pressed 

the Government to take the .. initiative and open a new 
chapter in Inda-British relations. In India the leaders were 

giving stern warnings to the Government about the fast 
deterioration, _ in the economic situation and that political 
frustration was on the border of despair. But the Government 

did nothing to satisfy Indian opinion. 

On February 10, 1943, India was stunned to learn that 

the Mahatma had decided to undertake a fast of 21 days. The 
Government of India realeased the correspondence that had 
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been going on since August 14, 1942 between the Mahatma 
and Lord Linlithgow. 

The Mahatma in one df his letters wrote·: 

"I wanted to fast, and should still want to if nothing 
comes out of our correspondence, and I have to be a 
helpless victim to what is going Oll'· in the country, 

including the privations of the millions owing to the 
univer~al scarcity stalking the land." He told the 

Viceroy : "De;pite your description of it ( the fast) as 'a 

form of political blackmail,' it is on my part meant to 

be an appeal to the Highest Tribunal for justice which 
I have failed to secure from you. If I do not survive 
the ordeal, I shall go to the Judgement Seat with the 
fullest faith in my iunoccnce. Posterity will judge 
between you as representative of an all-powerful 

Government and me as a humble man who has tried to 
serve his country and humanity through it." Gandhi 
resented · the propaganda carried on against him and 

the Congress. 

"I seem to be the Jons et origo of all the evil imputed 

to the Congress ........ .I find that all the statements made 

about me in Government quarters in this connection 

contain palpable departures from truth." 

Lord Linlithgow was certainly distre~sed by this decision 

of the Mahatma to fast and wrote to him : 

" ...... If I have failed to understand your object, you 

must not hesitate to let-me know without delay in what 

respect I have done so, and tell me what positive sugges­

tion you wish to put to me. You know me well enough 

after these many years to bel_ieve that I shall be only 

too concerned to read with the same clo,e attention as 

ever any message which I ·receive from you, to give it 

the fullest weight, and to approach it with the deepest 

anxiety to understand your feeling and your motives." 

To this .Mahatma Gandhi immediately replied : " .. .. . . 

.. . ( l) lf you want me to act singly, convince me that I 

was wrong and I will make amends. (2) If you want 
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me to make any proposal on behalf of the Congress, 
you should put me among the Congress Working Com­
mittee members. I do plead with you to make up your 
mind to end the impasse." 
But the Viceroy refused to agree to these requests and 

wanted a confession ft"om Gandhi for the guilt in the past and 
an undertaking for the future : 

"If therefore you are anxious to inform me that you 

repudiate or dissoci~te yourself from the resolution of 

August 9 and the policy which that r.!solution represents, 
and if you can give me appropriate assurances as regards 
the future, I shall, I need not say, be very ready to 
consider the matter further." Mahatma Gandhi again 
pleaded that it was ''fo_r the Government to justify their 
action by solid. evidence, not by mere ipse dixit." As the 
Government would not yield, he wrote to the Viceroy : 

"If then I cannot get soothing balm for my pain, I 
must resort to the law prescribed for Satyagralzis, 

. namely, a fast according to . capacity ......... Usually, 

during my fasts, I take water wi_th the addition ,of salts, 
but nowadays my system refuse~ water. This time, 

therefore, I propose to add juices of citrus fruit to make 
water drinkable. For, my wish is n~t to fast ·· unto 

death, but to survive the ·ordeal, if God so wills.'; 

There was a universal demand that Gandhi should be 
unconditionally released and that his life must be saved. It 
was asserted from all quarters that the death of the Mahatma 
would create an unbridgeable gulf between Britain and India. 
But the Government refused to meet the earnst appeals of 

leaders and to listen to the pathetic cries of anguish and 

indignation of the masses. 

Nobody expected that Gandhi would survive the prolonged 

ordeal. But his own taps;•a of a lifetime backed by the 

p~ssionate prayers of every man and woman in Inclia made 
him stand this self-inflicted penance and torture of the human 

flesh. At one stage the Doctors lost all hope but God unto 

W~~m every devotee has to surrender his body as the prere­
qwsite of that boundless faith which sustai~s life, came 'to his 
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rescue. India was more happy with the fact of Gandhi having 
survived than she , ~ould ·' be if Swaraj was attained. 
Gandhis are born after two or three thousand ,years and the 
political independence of India can be· had ·at any time if the 
people not ~nly .. will but purge themselves of their selfish 

interests. 
The Maker saved Gandhi's life for He knew that the 

great work which He had entrusted to Gandhi had not been ' 

completed. Gandhi's survival was· nothing ·short of a miracle 
and yet another proof of his prophethood. 



Gandhi againf F as•cism ., 
: : . . . . , JAG PARVESH CHANDER .. : =·,:, . . , 

R~cently the Government, of India brought ,out • a blu~ 
b9olc which . ~ought to fasten responsibility_ for t~e 'Augus~ 
disturbances ·oh' the Congress and ·at the · same time tried to 
represenf Gandhiji and the Congress leaders as pro-Axis and 
pro-Japanese. In this book Mr, ,Jag Parvesh has sought to 
disprove these allegations. The Tribune. A. C. Bhat~a. 

This is a useful volume for . refe_rence purp9ses specially 
when aspects of Mr. Gandhi's- policy are disputed. · 

Sunday. Standard 

Jag Parvesh _has-Jendered .a distinct service by presenting 
the public with relevant_ extracts from Gandhiji's writinHs 
that will dispel at once any lingering suspicion about the 
pro-Fascist sympathies of the Congress. Even Mr. A,nery 
stands convicted out of his own mouth. Sunday Times 

The patient labour and love of service involved in the 
bringing out of the edition do credit to Mr. Jag Parvesh. 

The book which is an answer to the propagandist 
pamphlet of the irresponsible Indian Government, ought to 
have warm welcome at the hands of all Indian Nationalists. 

Indian Express 
This is a valuable collection of Gandhiji's writings and 

sayings which make it clear that Gandhiji is not a fifth­
columnist in the war against Fascism. The Hindu 

A thorough perusal of this book will completely disprove 
the charges made by the Government against Gandhiji and 
the Congress of their pro-Axis leaning. The editor has taken 
great pains. The Industry 

To those who doubt Gandhiji's hatred for Fascism, this 
book will serve as an eye-opener. Malah~r Herald 
. I( writings can prove a man, here he is, to question his 

sincerity would be to question sincerity itself. The Aryan Path 
The lie that Gandhiji is p:r:o-Fascist is nailed to the 

-~ounter and let us hope it would not be resusciated by 
interested parties. Federated India 

We congratulate Mr. Chandra on his timely publication 
The Times of Assa~ 

Altogether, it is a useful and an opportune publication. 
_ Hindustan Review 

h What _greater error of statesmanship could there be than 
t at the ~faunchest anti-Fascists are still not free to lead th 
whole might of the Indian people against Fascism. e 

The Social Welfare 
up i;· .. -JS rh~of eloquent of the consistent position taken 

Stat Y an 1 and the Congress against the Totalitarian 
es. Th I d" R · e n 1an ev1ew 
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THE GOOD LIFE 
M. K. GANDHI 

Edited by JAG PARVESH CHANDER 

What is'the secret of Gandhiji's inexhaustible store of 
energy ? What sustains him through an ordeal of 21 days' 
fast in• his 74th year ? His tremendous and unique will­
power excites envy even among his bitterest enemies. His 
control over all his senses is a phenomenon in the modern 
age. All this 'may be a riddle to those who are ignorant of 
his :way of living. But being the benefactor No. 1 of the 
world, h_e keeps nothing hidden and not only shares his experi­
ments with the people but implores the suffering humanity to 
benefit from them. On the Himalayas, pure white snow falls, 
the plains are covered with dust and dirt. Gandhi's persona­
lity is as great as the Himalayas, the snow white thoughts 
~:mly enter his mind. When he puts these sublime thoughts 
into sentences, they are like the streamlets which make the 
Ganges. The Ganges is worshipped by millions; Gandhi's 
writipgs have inspired the world. , 

· · Gandhi· led ~ life of self-indulgence in the early part of 
his life. · But suddenly the truth glimmered through the dark 
and I chaotic surroundings of dissipation !that his was but 
the death dance of an ignorant and self-conceited moth. 
What he mistook for light was mere brightness. By 
leading a life of self-indulgence he was like fo caterpillar 
taking the thread from its own mouth and building its 
cocoon, ultimately to be caught in and suffocated by the 
same coc;oon. 

He took a vow of Brahmacharya. His conception of 
Brahmacharya is not narrow. Mere physical abstinence is not 
enough ; complete control over all the senses and ·.-. · J?astery 
over the thoughts is a condition prec<;dent for the a_ttamment 
of this glorious ideal. T1"" reach this peak of purity ~e had 
to develop an unbending will-power. And how he cultivated 
it forms an important part of this book. All of ~s know and 
real"ze th ·ty and benefits of self-restramt but on the 

1 e necess1 • · f: II I h" b k 
slippery desires of the flesh the spmt • a s, n t IS 00 

Gandhi discusses all the a·spects of cehbacy and shows the 
way to· do it. 

It is the ·d~ty of every father to present this l book to his 
growing children, to ensure their physical and moral goodness 
on the alluring and thorny path of life. 
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The Unseen' -Power 
M. K. GANDHI 

Editt:d By JAG PARVESH CHANDER 

Jag Parvesh Chander's patient_ labour and research have 
produced something of great value to every bo.ok-love~ a!1d to 
ev~ry Indian. Freda Bed1-The Tribune 

It contains tons of wisdom, propounded in the inimitable 
Gandhian style. _:_Civil & Military Gazettee 

Every word of i~ deserves to be - read, re-read ai:id 
pondered over, for they i;how us the way to truth and to 
freedom from worries and troubles. -The Searchlight 

Contemporary thought is the ri_cher and fuller for this 
book. _;_ Young Ceylon 

I 

It contains Gandhiji's ideas about God, about Prayer and 
about Idol-worship. -Industry 

Gives the pith of Mr. Gandhi's ideas about God, religion 
and prayer. -Illustrated Weekly 

The book will serve a useful purpose. -Sunday Times 

Is a great book by a great man and is full value for the 
price. -Sunday Standard 

Jag Parvesh Chander deserves the heartiest congratula­
tions of all those who are interested in religion. 

-Times of Assam 
There are scores of enlightening passages in the book. 

-Rangoon Daily Naws 
There is hardly any man in this world whcfis more 

known and is still more misunderstood than Gandhiji. But 
what has hiterto appeared as irreconcilable seems plain and 
natural if one reads this book, -Karachi Daily 

·· It will be read with d~ep interest bv all who are more 
attracted by Gandhiji's spirituality than by his politics. 

-Ceylon Obse~or 
T_he entire work is characterised bf a moral arid spiritual 

elevation. -Indian Express 

.f 
0

:~e at11;osphere of the book is saturated with fragrance 
o ivme F~1th. -Hindu Outlook 

h 
Th~ perusal ~f. this book should bring about a- great 

c ange m ones relig10us and moral attitude. 
-Calcutta Rniew 

~~1(1ttdefc!j[jl~ur thanks for this fine collection. 

1 ,\ ,\~~ ~·;_ --- ---- --- . 4.,.YOJ' °' -Calcutta Municipal Gazette 
• ~-, r I r, · ' •<? ·°'{24 
1 .::.~ r Acc. No6 •. ,.'-!)7 , cP \' · c.,, . );j 



COMING! COMING!! 

BY 

J.AWABARLAL NEHRU 

Edited by D. C. 

TLe Commtinal ProLlem 
BY 

JAWABARLAL NEHRU 

Edited by D. C. 

For a very loag time we have been requested 
to translate our various publications into Hindi. 
To meet the wishes of our readers and booksellers, 
Hindi editions of the following three Books will 

_ be published in the first week of February 1944. 

-
r. The Congress Case. 
2. The Good Life. 
8. The Unseen Power. 
Book Your Orders Now. 
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