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ArTicLE No. 7.

Edited by M. HipayaT Hosain.

During my recent visit to the Khuda Bakhsh Public Library,

Bankipur, my attention was particularly drawn to the treatise
entitled :

r‘J'am & J&y (yed ‘.L-u” NS ls)fc.\.‘

The author?! is Burhén ad-Din Abw#’l Wafa’ Ibrahim bm
Muhammad bin Khalil ash-Shafi‘i al-Halabi. He is also called

qul ! ks, the grandson of Ibn al-‘AjamI, as his mother

belonged to the al-* Ajamx family of Halab. His forefathers
were inhabitants of Tripoli in Syria, but he himself was born on
the 12th Rajab a.m. 753 (a.p. 1352) at Jullim in Halab.
During his infancy, he lost his father and was brought up by
his mother who went with him to Damascus. Here our author:
learned some parts of the Holy Kur’an by heart. His mother
then brought him back to Halab where he was admitted to the
Orphanage School founded by Nasir ad-Din at- Tawashi. Here
he became a Hafiz (one who knows the Kur’an by heart) and
recited the entire text of the I{ur’an in a mosque during the
night prayers in the month of Ramadan. He went over td
Egypt, first in A.H. 782 (4.D. 1380) and then again in A.H.786
(a.p. 1384) for study. He distinguished himself in many
branches of knowledge but he outshone in Hadith (Traditions) ;
and his love for learning and specially for Hadith brought him
in touch with the eminent scholars of his time in different parts
of Arabia, where he had the proud privilege of sitting at the
feet of most of them. We have his own statement to the effect
that he was so fortunate as to have received instruction in
Hadith from no less than two hundred eminent professors of the
time, and to have studied Arabic poetry under about forty
scholars, and other branches of learning under thirty other
eminent men of letters.

Najm ad-Din ‘Umar bin Muhammad bin Fahd al-Makki, .
(d. a.H. 885, A.D. 1480) an illustrious pupil of the author, left a
work called al-Mu‘jam (a biographical dictionary of the tradi-

1 The following ‘works have been consulted for his Biography:—
(1) as-Sakhavi, ad-Daw’ al-Lami* fi A‘yan al-Karn at-Tasi¢.
(2) Brockelmann, Gesch. d. Arab. Litter, Vol. II, p. 67.
(3) Wiistenfeld, Gesch. d. Arab. No. 478, and
(4) Moulavi Muinuddin Nadvi, Cat. of the Arabic and Persian MSS.
n the Oriental Public Library, Bankipore, vol. XII, p. 65

Liln'a ) IIAS, Shimla

NN

I

00015830 {




364 Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. [N.S., XXIV,

tionists, under whom he (al-Malkki) received his education and
from whom he obtained certificates of competence) in which
he has recorded all information about the teachers from whom
our author received his education. We notice among his
teachers such noted scholars as al-Firazabadi, Ibn al-‘Iraki and
al-Bulkini. He made a pilgrimage in a.\. 813 (a.n. 1410),
visited Madina, the sacred city of the Prophet, and went over to
Jerusalem four times during his life.

When Tamarlane invaded Halab he retired and took shelter
in the fort with all his books. But he was soon among those
who were captured by that conqueror and was brought as a
captive to Damascus where he was set at liberty. Consequent-
ly he turned his footsteps towards his motherland, where he
was unable to find any trace of his relatives. After a very
brief stay at Halab, he retired to a remote village. When
Tamarlane removed his troops from Halab, he came back there
and was united with the members of his family. .The books,
which he had deposited in the fort for safe custody, were mostly
recovered. Our learned author is a profound scholar of Hadith,
and produced several valuable works, some of which were lost
during the invasion of Tamarlane. He died at Halab on
Monday, the 12th Shawwal a.H. 841. (a.p. 1438). Below is

given a list of his productions as far as I have been able to
ascertain :—

(1) el dame (ol g0 2 50 (2 Gl 0
. A commentary on the work of Muhammad bin Muhammad,
known as Fath ad-Din bin Sayyid an-Nas al-Undulusi, on the
life of the Prophet called Nir al-* Uyin fi Talkhis Siyar al- Amin
al-Mamin. For copies see Berlin Cat., No. 9579 ; Paris Cat.,
Nos. 1968/9; Cairo Cat., Vol. V, p. 172.  See also Haji Khalifa
Vol. 1V, p. 285.

(2) LAY g9y oo ELLD

Deals with the accounts of those Traditionists who have
made confusion in the narration of Hadith due to their old age.
For copies see Bankipur Cat., Vol. XII, p. 57; and Berlin Cat.,
No. 9947. See Haji Khalifa, Vol. I, p. 368.

(3) adodl slowd bl

) Contains biographical notices of those Traditionists who,
with the set purpose of deceiving others, have pretended to
relate Traditions from well-known and reliable authorities,
but have not given the names of the inferior scholars from
whom they had actually received those Traditions. For copies
see Bankipur Cat., Vol. XII, p. 55; Berlin Cat., No. 9946; and

Boilé.s Cat., Vol. II, No. 379." See also Haji Khalifa, Vol. II,
P- ;
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(4) f_A'M” ()5 e t_a.un

Is a commentary on al-Bakbhari’s work called Jami‘ as-
Sahih. See as-Sakhavi’s ad-Daw’ al-Lami‘, fol. 22b.

(5) bl A |

Gives the names of those people who made spurious Tradi-
tions. See ad-Daw’ al-Lami, fol. 22b.

(8) whyse) slane (3 uesll .

An abridgement of adh-Dhahabi’s well-known work called
Mizan al-I‘tidal. See 7bid., fol. 22b.

(T) Jsod! &I &ilyy (& A &l .

Deals with the narrators of the six canonical books of
Tradition. An autograph copy of this work is in the Rampur
State Library, India.

Besides the above he wrote commentaries on the Sunan by
Ibn Maja and also on the Sunan by Aba Da’'ud. His com-
mentary on Jami‘ ag-Sahih by Muslim was lost during the
invasion of Tamarlane. See as-Sakhavi, fol. 225,

The book now published with notes, survives as far as I
know, in a unique MS. It gives short biographical notices of
the Mu khadramin or those traditionists who, though they lived:
at the time of the Prophet, never met him or embraced Islam
after his death. The material for his work has been derived from
various sources, especially from Muslim (d. A.H. 261, A.D. 875),
Ibn Salah (d. A.H. 643, A.D. 1245), and the works of Ibn al-‘Iraki
(d. A.H. 806, A.D. 1404). The names are arranged alphabetical-
ly. From the colophon it appears that at first the book was
completed in a.H. 793, A.D. 1391, but that the author subse-
quently added further materials to it and completed it in its
present form in A.H. 818, A.p. 1415.

I am greatly indebted to my esteemed friend Maulavi

Muinuddin Nadvi, an eminent scholar, for material help given to
me in preparing the text.
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