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. XXIII. 

ON THE DISSECTION OF THE PANGOLIN, 
' ' . ·. 

Srn, 

In a Ltttr:r to Grneral Carnac from 
4.<J!,.!!!_fl.urt, Esq. 

CO.?tll\IUXICATED BY TUE GENlEJt4L. 

J N compliance with your desire, . I most willingly 
do myself the hon~mr to present to you my obser

vations and reflections on the dissection of one of those 
animals, of which we have a print, with a very short-
account, in the .Ffrst Volume of the. Transactions oj
the Asiatic Suciety. The animal, from · which that 
likeness has been take1~,. ~11s s~,.ri.t,.by Mr•.Leslie, from
Chit.ra, to the .Pre~~nt~S~r f:f(i!tl~~- .It is dis
tinguish~ in th~~Tr.11)!.rac'rions by-a:narri~,..-.which I do 
not .at presentfr~member ;. ~.ut ~prphably il1e animal 
is of the same genus· with the Manis, as des·cribed in 
the former edition of the Encydoptedia Britannica, or, 
perh~ps, not different .fr.oip ~h~ .f angolin of BujJ-on. 

' . . . J. '.· . 
The representation of tnis,.a·nimal in the Memoirs 

of the Asiatic Society, makes it unnecessary for me to 
enter into any general desc1·iption .of its external figurn 
and appearance. There are on each foot five claws, of 
which .the outer and inner are small when compared 
with the other Hiree. _ There are no distinct toes; but 
each nail is moveable by a joint at its- root. This 
creature is extremely inoffensive: it has no teeth; and 
its feet are unable to grasp. He11ce it would appear 
tl1at Nature, having furnished. it with a coat of mail 
for its protection, has; ,vith some regard to justice, de
nied. it the powers of ecting with hostility against 
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its fellow-creatures. The nails are well adapte4 
for d1g~ing in _the _ground;. and the anima! -is ~o de~
ternus rn eludmg Its enem1~s, . b~ coO'c~ali,11g It~elf m 
holes and among rocks, that .it 1s extremely difficult 

. to procure one. · 

The upper jaw is covered with a _cross ca~tilaginous · 
ridge, which thou~h ~ppareutly no~ at all ~lilted to any 
purposes of ma~1cat100, may, by mcreasmg the sur
face of the palate, ex tend the sense of taste. The reso
pha crus admitted my fore-finger with ease. The tongu~ 
at the bottom of the mouth is _nearly about the size 
of the little finger, from whence it tapers .to a point. · 
The animal at pleasure protrudes this member a great 
way from "the mouth. The tongue arises from ·th·e 
ensiform cartilage, and the contiguous muscles of the 
belly, and passes ia form of a rotrnd distinct -muscle 

· from over the sto(!la~_h,_..througl) the thorax, i~medi
ately under tjie st~r;o.lim-y and~ }pterior to the wind
pipe-in th~_ throat..' · When dissected ·o.ut, the tongue 
could be easiJy elongated so as to reach more than the 
length of the animal, exclusive of its tail. There is 
a c~uster of salivary glands seated around the tongue, 
as it -enters the mouth, . These will necessarily be 
compressed by the action 1of the tonaue so as -occa
sionally to supply a plen.tiful flow or°th;ir secretion. 

• The stomach is cartila(J'inous and analogous to that 
of the gallinaceous tribe 

0

0 f birds. l t was filled with 
:mrnlL stones and gravel, which in this part.' of the 
country, are almost universally calcareous. - The in-
1~er surfa~e of the stomach was rough to the feel, and 
formed mto folds, the interstices of which were 
til_led with a froth~ secretion. The guts were filled 
w1th as~n?y pulp, m which, however, were interspersed _ 
it few d1strnct -small stones. · No· vestiges Qf Jlny ani
m~l or yegetable foo~ could be traeed in the who}~ 
przm<r t;JZfl. The g~ll-bladder was distended with a 
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iillj~, ·'tes.e.mbling in_ colour. an? cdns!st'en~~ _Ure ·ctre6i 
b. beer ··. I • ; , ' . • ,I.. '·· . , ,, .• l ~ - -· :- • ',l ,"19,, 

• · ·: J • • .,. • ~ • • r • 1 :, t , I J .. • · · t: •; () 
The s~bject was a female: its ' 1 dugs \Ver~ t~·i;/ 

seated .on the breast. . The uterus a'ntl orgn~ s·1~fj~e.!.1 

nerati'on were evidently those of a viviparo'us animal; .;. ' ' . . . . '·. :· . ' ~ ' ,. :· ''.,, .. \• \ . I,. ' OJ 

Forcibly ._ ·struck ,,:~th the phenomena ,~liich _t_#.~~· 
q~adruped exhibited, my 'imaginatio'n' !:it once ' over:.: 
!eaped the bound~rie~ by 'which : scie,uce· erideav~~~~ . 
to circumscrib~ thcf ' productions and tl1e ways 1. .0( 
Natlfre; an,il believing with Bujfon, 1q-,te_· ttJitt ··ce q_~~ 
peut ·et•re es't~ J! ·did.1 n'of hesitate to conjecture tb'a~ th'is 
a:ni1nal ··m·igl1t po~si~.b; derive 'its ' nb,uri's:h\herit frot!l_ 
minera'l'~ubstances. · -This idea '1 ~ccor'dirigly ha~lirded 
in ~n address ·to ~o101?~lffd. •' Ttte:~~~ ri'~';otiing~i~ ; 
~aturel \ to . that· gentle_man;,' ·could ~be ' t1Jl ;~at1s~e~ . '~.Y.'. 
idea~. thrown out ap:parently ~t random; and fie ·s6hti. 
called'dn -o:i.e to ex plain my opini-;>n~ i\nd itA1fObti'dnti1on: 

, ,1 0 . , .,., , ,I.ell . : 1:r , ,! r ,:n n !, .II . ·r · ·,:• 

.Though we have . perhli'ps'.' d6 ' dear ·;~·ea;iotv the 
,manner in , w_hich vegetable~ · extra:ct their n<;>Uri~h~ 
inen't 1from earth, yet the fact . heirig ' sp~ ''i't.' lliaf hot 
be unreas6nable to su:ppose that' some ariiiinil 1rii~y 
deiive nutrimen_t by· a pr-ocess somewhat sim~far; ·· It 
appears tc>' 1ne, that facts produced by SpaUanzani' di~ 
redly i~validate _the ex.perimel\ts, frotn ,vhicti· hi( li~s 
drawn the inftrrence, that' fowls swalloyt stones. merely 
froui stupidity; ~nd· that such suUstances 'are alto
gefher . ti nnec;essiiry to· those a'njfuals: . He reared 
fowls; ·,~-ith9ut P.'etmittin'g them ·ever 'tb swallo,v s~nd 
or • stodes; rbut he a1s:o es·tal>li'shed th·e fact, . that car
nivorous atlitnels ·niay:b~~bme frugivor•o'us ; and herbi7 
vorous animal~ may ·come .. to liv.e on·ilesh. A wodd~ 
pigeo0; he br~u·ght ' ·tb thrh·e · oh pu tri'd meat. · Th~ 
expe.tim~nt ·on:fo-wls, ·th'en, orily corro'b'qFa fo_s"tlte p~oof. 
fhat ·we ha:ve it in our P<>"'er by ~ahits' ·r~ alte~ tne,'n~-: 
tui•,al constitution ·of ao·imals. Agai1i the et:t1inent 'in.:. 
vestigator .of truth- found, that fowls diecl when fed 

.VoL. II. A a 
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9n-:-~to~, ~loo~; .,~\It ~ur,ely. t,~~~ f~ct .is. (i,.~_§9P~t, qfr 
proving that such substance~ are not agreeable:~9; \b~. 
original purposes of nature in the dig'estive process of 
t~.~se ~nl11;1als . .. \Vhen . ~ther. sub_stane~~ ~pl,\11 . ;QIJ.Ve 
lje,~n c:lete<;teq i11 the sto~ach . of ~bis aniP,1~\,., 1~y, iµ, .. ~ 
fere-9ce, fnim wha,t, I have ~~eri~ .. uws~ neces,l\ri~ _. f3:I\ to· the ground. Dut if, like other anim11ls with mus-
4;qlar apd cartjlagino:u~. stoipacqs~ t~i$. -~tngu)ar . qqa- · 
~ruped' cons~1.n~~ grain, it, m_us,t ~e s1,1,rp'r1si9g ,th~t, DQ, 

r~s.tige of su~h (oqd ·:,~as .fo1.1:,1q pr~s~m i~1.t.~1~ .wb:qle. 
•Jjajellt~ry c~n~l,: since in th~t . ~hi,nJy i~1'~~H~~ _.c;pJ:1n-( 
\i:-y~ t~e w.dq ~l\~µJijili as~ fl,'~e to:-f~~~ w1.thp_qi •~tr_qi;J9n_ 
lfiom. m~n . . 1 ~?li qlA 1t ~~ U}feF~~:frQm t:hE; ~truct~~~
~i(. ~be stqm~~h, Jl;lat .. ih\~ anim.QJ) .ive? <;>n M\ts1_<;>,;- op; 
w~e~~. ~ .ninw-!~ ·P.,fr•':'9~_r,~~ . a:;, , food, _(b~,ugh t- 9f <;Q1h 
~•Jt~i;a,l.1,le : S)Ztr ~rd-..so),d 1ty,., w1~h ~ .p~opprt•~ni\hll, ~m_a.U
e.~te,nt _of. .s~rif~c~. 1 t9, •P.~ .. a~,~~~\:qn. by, th~ .;~i~l~dPJP6. 
w.i,~ .. th.q ft~HoPi t1q{11tP~ .!i!O.lfl~Gl?,:1\ti~~ f~~d.i))M:l.l~~q),vec;\ 
a ,1;1,~ ; digesttrcJ uy ' ani,mtl,J~ PQ,SS~i;s.ipg PQ~ -~ I <;qrtil~gi~ 
nous, but a membranaceo'ils stomach; as for instance; 
'frog.in th~t of." SQa,ke~ - ' ·: ,· ,: ' 

.-:) n,ih~ ~t~rn~c~, rmrny rpin~rals. ari solqb),e~ ~ncl tJ~~ 
vw~t f\C,f iv.~. th_iqgs. whi~h \\;e caJ:1 s~allqw. C~lc~reot,Uf 
"1bs~~~5i ar~ readily act~d OJ?. Df. Pr~~tly .h" 
f~~ij,_.'' .l¼ay , n.~t phlogi~tic n1a,tter be th~ ,mQ~t·. e~
·,:·~n.t1al, .P1rt of . . ~he food. ~pd s-u,pport of bot,q v~gt;· 
' t.~b}f; ,•w: anim~t uo_die, ?" I co.nf,e~, th!\\ \?J!, 
f'rlFS({Y.: s r~9p~9g1, .<;~\JSC to propose tl)e . ques~~o,n, 
JP,,~l nes ~ l<? ,sHl?lmse that ~h~ ~tpn~1itiVi~ lP i_t m.e.'Y. 
~~ .t/1.J~'. ~•.t .JUi.\-P ,i;e~ms to. be the, basis, Qf •all anirp1l'1 
~~v~r- , 'rl\'1 gp9,nlr1Qf the, l;wqes m~st be -~~~eo.dff4 
w1tp a _cw~t~~~ ~µpply1 and in the human,, sp~c.i~ 
thcfe 1, . a P,Q-};~\ON~ d_i,:.charg:e of c~.l~al~QHS. nw.~t~r 
Jbrown 9~1

~ : Yi , i~\l4r ~idneys ~nd ..sali.-.;!\ry , glaQd~
tiay nqt _.tJ~~.fli\li~,r4,p'rq i_ll q 1,u;sti9n .d(fr,iv,e, pti,l

1
oiist9Q 

fr<?:U earth : . !:i~lt;,· firo~ mme.rql su.l~stl\OC~? AAd
1 

~1 
It JS not d,ep,v~ved Qt the p:ower qf drinking WA~~f, 
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,vba'ti• eise·is n:ecessary.itd · the· s~ti»isteri:cEf. •~f"his ~hr
poreabiiacliirie?. . ·, ··•· ·: •: · ... '. , :· · · ,, " ·. . 1 

f • i • . t 1 , 1 ., ,I # 

·.\ ' I' '- f • ' ' ' If ; • ' • ... • . • • 

Considering ·the Iscaly covering.oflthii knimti1; ,itc, 
may conceive that it may be ·at least riece$sat-y' / o~ 
its existedce, on • that -account, to imbibe a grel:!,t.er ... 
proportion of earth·than is necessary t~ '.()tber, animal~.
It uiay deserve consideratiori, ·that birds are cov~red . 
with feath~rs, which iri• their constitu_ent.principle~. ,P~ 
proa:ch ·to··the- ·na:tiire · 6r Horn ·a:nd ·lJ<1rte. Of thes~ 
anir~~~s _tl~e gallinac~ous trib~ swallow stones; .in~. 
the carnivorous ta.Ike ·in the feathers and bones of their 
prey ; tlie latter article is known to be soluble· in Hie 
mer:i:ibranaceous stomachs·; .ancl · h.ence 'is: a ~opi.~~iJ 
supply of the earthy pri_nciples.. In tr':lth, I d~ · ri_ot 
know that a.,ny thing is_ soluble in the stomach of dni
irlals, which ma," not Be thence absor})ed into tneir 
circulating system; and riothirig can be so absorbed 
without affecting the whole constitution~ · ,... . 

. ' . 
What I have here stated is all that I could advdiJce 

to the Colonel; but my opinion has been since not a., 
little confirmed, hy observing ._the report of eiq5eri
n1ents by M; Bruquatelli of Pa'iJiai on ,the a:uthoritJ 
of M. Crelt, by whicb we learn, tl_lat some l:iii:ds ,~ave' 
so great a dissolvent power in the gas,trfo juice, ·as to 
dissolve in th~ir" stomachs flints; rock.:~·rystaJ, ,cal-
careous stones, and shells. . · ' - . · 

. ' 

I be~t only farther tp observe; 'that. some things in 
Bujfon's description of the . Pangolin, . not· apparently 
quite ar,;plicable •to this a'nimal, might h~ve been ow
ing to his description being only from t~e view of a 
dr-ied. preparation, in . which the organs of generation 
would be obliterated, and the dugs shrivelled away so 
as to be imperceptible; else that elegant philosopher 
could, not hav~ asserted that, :' to!-'s les anima~.r qua~ 
"drupedes, qui sont cou'tJerts d ecadles, $.OJlt ,Qr;ipares.'' 

. .t\a i ' . 
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Excuse my prolixity, . whieh is only iµ- me, tbeJ ne
cessary attendant of my superficiaj: knowledge of 
things. In ingenuousness, however, I hope · ·that I 
~m not inferior to any man: and ·I ,ain proua:to ,sub:. 
scribe myself, · · ,. : : 

' . , 
Sir, · .,, ' . 

. ' ; t 

. Your most obed~ent and }.mmbl~!s~ :.i\i~!'l.t, 
I .1,l t !1 l' I 

ADAM ,BURT~ 

Gya, September . J.4, 17 89. I ~ I 

• • I I• 

.. 

j ~-

' ,· ) ,, 

. ' .. 

' !•, 
I ' ,,, . 
,, 
I•• I 

! ' 

\ , . 
'I 

r· 

.. ! ,.,, "" 

,· 



A Letter from Doctor Anderson to Sir William Jones. 

Dl:AR SIR, . 

THE male Lac insecl"having hitherto escaped the 
observation of naturalists, I send the enclosed descrip
tion, made, by Mr. William Roxburgh, surgeon on 
this establishment, and bota.nist to the . Honourable ·· 
Company, in hopes you will give it a place' in the 
publication of your Society, as Mr. Roxburgli's dis
covery will · bring Lac a genus into the class He
miptera of Linnams. 

I am, with esteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, . 

JAMES ANDERSON. 

Fort St. Georie, January, 2, 1790 . 

.. I 
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QN, 1'1IE LACSHA, OR LAC JNSEC1'~ 

B'Y MR, 'WJl.LIAM HOXBU _rt'o't-1. 

' : ., 

., 
, I ( 

SOME pieces of very fresh-looking lac adhering 
to small branches of mimosa cinerea,"iy'ere brought 

me from the mountains on the 20th ·of last month~ 
I kept them carefully, and to-day, the 4th o'f Decem• 

·her; fourteen days from the time they cattle from the 
hills, myriads of exceedingly minute animals wete ob .. 
setved treeping about, the lac and branches it adhered 
to, and tifore: still issuing' from small holes over toe 
su'rfacc of th·e 'ceUs: otll'er · small_ and perforate9 ex .. 
crescences'' were obser:ved with a glass amongst the 
perforatio'ns, from which ' ttie minute ins_ects issued, re• 
gularly two to each hole, and crowned ,vitb some yery 
fine white hairs. When the hairs were rubbed oft~ 
t\\'O whiW spots appeared. , The animals; ,vtien single, 
ran•·abotH pretty bris·kly; but in ge1teritl they were so 
numerous as to be · crowded over ·one another. The 
body is· qblo1'g; tapering most towards .the· tail, be'lo~ 
plain, above ~oQy~x; with a doublf;l, ·ot flat margin: ' la~ 
\erally on the b~c~ p~rt of the thorax Rre two srrinH tiil 
bercles, which m~y ~e the eyes: the . body ~ehin~ . the 
th·ora·t -ik 1crossed ~itlf t~\'elve ri'ngs; ' le~s- six; fe~}er_s 
( antenn~~ hll,lf the length .a,f th¢ b,od:f:, Jointed~ h_a'iryi 
ea-ch1 t3'.tlding ~n two ha.it:$' Br$· 1oqg•as the ·a'nt en'nte; -rutn·p, 
a whitt¥•point bett~ee~ t~o \~tii\in~~· hAirs, ,v_hich are as 
J-ot1g·1~~1 the body bf the anJm~l; · the ~~iith I• cou Id not. 
Me. Orf.openingthe cells;' ~h.<f s~b:s:t~h·~~ th_at-they·,v'~r~ . 
form~d of canr:iot be. better cl'es_crioed/ ~ith ~espect ·t~ 
,i ppeara:nce, than by · say,it1g it is.' like th,~ tta;nsparent 
amber th~t bead-s are m\1tle of: th~ 1~xt~t_1,al. co~eril)g 
of the cells may be · about - half a lltie thick, is ·te .i. 
tnarkall>ly, strong and able to resist i nju'ries; •·he:· p:~r
titions are much thinner; the cells are jn u"enPral 

A a4 · 0 ,,._ · 
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irregular squares, .pentagons, and hexagons, . about an 
eiohth 0f an in<:h in diameter, and ¼ deep; they have 
ni communication with each other: a11 these I opened 
during the time the animals were issuing, contained 
in one-half a small bag filled with a thick red jelly• 
like liquor, replete with what I take to oe eggs; these 
bags or utriculi, m.lhere to the bottom of the cells, and 
_hav_; each two necks, which pass through perforations 
i1tthe external coat of th(; cells, forming the fore-men
ti_~ned excrescences, and ending in some .very fine 
hairs. The otlwr half of the cells have a distinct 
o.p~ning. and contain a white sub8tauce, iike ~o·me 
few filaments -0.f co tton rolled together, and numbers 
,)f · tile insects themselves ready to make their exit. 
S,everal of -the ~ame insects I observed to have draw11 
11,p their legs, and to. lie fla~; they did n?t move ?n 
uf:jng touched, n_or._ d1~l they show -any signs of , hf«? 
w-i.th the grcn~cst 1rntat1on. · 

1
,- D_ecemln:'r 5. · \h~ sarn~ minute hexapedes continue 

~surn~ from their cells m numbers; they are · more 
~i.vGIY, of a deepened red colour, and fewer of the· mo
~onless ~ort. To-day I saw the mouth; it is a flat
t~~e_d pomt, about_ the middle of°the breast, which the 
l~UI~ .animal projects on being compressed. -

/ I ~ } : • , . _ I ' 

.: ·, l)ecemhe1• 6. The male insects I-have fotmd , to-dav. 
A, few of them ~re constantly running ~mong ,the t~
~ale~ most actl\"ely: as y~t they _are sc~rcEf ·H!or~, I 
1magme, than one to ,5000 females but twice their size. 
.'J'he head is obtuse; ey~_s black, ve;y large; a~teon~ cla.
v.~ted, feathe~ed, abour(wo-thirds the length oft he bqdyi 
below the middle an articulation, such as those in the 
,egs; colour between the eyes a beautiful shining green; 
. P.cc,k very shoq; body oval, brqwn ;- 811.>domep ,oblong, 
the length of body and head. le~ six• winas mem-
branaceous, four, longer than' th; body, fix~d to the 
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!risles of the =thorax, nar.row at their iasc,rtious., growing 
-~r,~ader ·ior ~w9-thirds of their. length, then ,r·ou~qed; 
tbe anterior pair is twice the size of the posterior; a 
strong fibre runs along ·their anterior margins; they 
lie flat, like the win~s of a common fly, when it walks 
·or rests; no hairs from the _fump; it springs n1ost 
actively to_ a considerable distance on being touched; 
niouth in .the under part of the head; maxillre trans
verse. To-day the female insects continue issuing i• 
great numbers, aod move about as on the 4th. 

Decembe1· 7. The small red ii,se-cts still more nu
merous, and move about as lJefore: winged insects, 
sLiH very few, continue active. There have been 
fresh leaves and bits of the bra·nches of both mimosa 
-cinc1·ea and .corinda put into the \\·ide mouthed bottle 
with them: they walk over them indifferently, -without 
showing any preference, nor inclination to work nor 
copulate. I opened a cell whence i thought the winged 
.flies had tome,. and found several, eight or ten, more 
in it, str-t1ggling to shake off their incumbrances: they 
were in one of those utriculi mentioned on the 4th, 
which ends in two mouths, shut up with fine Mii·te 
hair:;, but one of them was open for the exit of the 
flies; the other would no doubt have opened in due 
time: this . utriculus I found now perfectly dry, and 
-divided into cells by exceeding thin partitions. I 
imagine, before .any of the flies made their escape, it 
might have contained about twenty. In these minute 
cells wJth the living flies, or whence they had maJe 
their escape, were small dry 9ark coloured compressed 
~rains, which may be the dried excrements of the 
tlies. 

Note by ,tl,e Pr~side11 t. 

THE Hindus have six names· for Lac; but they ge 
nerally call it Lacs/ta, from the multitude o(,$mail in
sects, who, as they _believe, discharge it from their 
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· stomachs, and at length destroy the tree on which they" 
form ·their colonies. A fine .Pipp1;1la 'ne~r Crishnanagat, 
is now ~lttJost wholly destroyed by them. 

' ' 

• I ... ,. 
' ! 

... 
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1'HE SEVENTa ··' 
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, , '\ ANNIV,ERSARY DISCOURS~ 

'i' I ' I ' 

D£iUVERE:P _25 FJ;BRl}~RY, 179Q, ,. 

' ' ' ' _:, . BY TliE P-RESIDEN'f. 

, ' I 

Gen'tlemen, 

·,A LTH~VJGJJ ~ ear~ at this' moment considet~bly 
~ near~'r'' td ' the frontier of ~J,ina than' t~ "the far.: 
~~~st ·I_imi~ ·of thb· British :~orrifoi?~s in Bi11~Wtttii~::,~t 
the first ·step (that we should take' m the p1l1lbsbpli1cal 
j but~·ey,1 which :y proposefdr' your en'te'rtai i\men't' at the 
pres~nt meetitig, will carry us· to the utm,dst v~rge ~f 
tlie ;habitable. globe known to ·the best geographets ef 
Pl! ·Greet~ ·a~d-E;gypt·;:p·~y.oijH. the bou·ndary 6f ,_vbose 
knuwledge w~ shall dfs·cerd ·,frorri !lie heiglits ~f the 
porth'erri ~ountains an '_er? t:>~te··~,early equal iql~m.rface 
to· a sq'1ate 'of fifteeh degrees; 1an empir~, of'w.hich r 
do ·not 1ne ti' to assign the precise Irmits, ·bu't which we 
tnl y consider/ fot the purpo~e •of this d~ssMtatMn, d 
~ril~~aced

1
pn ·~wo si~es . by 1}zrtbtj/ and').(»fli4/ wh!le 

,be· o enn separates 'its other ·sttles· i froth '\tahbm' ilsza
fre''is"tes bf- re\idmport~n ct 'fo' ine'' ·l;fiiiliie ci\H'-sy fem 
bf £ ut ope: C;·At1ne_x-ed td :that J~mens'e' t ' ct1'Hf 1TaHd 'is 
Hi~' p. ni'n~dla hf"iJol-eiJ, ,Nn1cltti ··th 'al t, ti,s diVid~es 
fr~rti. N_ifi.111 df.1hJ!.'!?i, •~1

• c~rtfflr , tedt H_d J~P;~~~l 1sJ.~nd, 
lJeur~ngH_iW. )i:1\1? a~~ •.i~:' tt! ~ ;,1i~ ' iiavr,~1t~~-bt' ~s1taa
tion; but ~01 ~h 17_h~1i:r. tif ~~ve171~'t, :a p~e-efiH O~.tl~ 
artm'ng e~ste'rri kmgd6cns ab'afogous tb 'that -df L8ri£tn'n 
atncmg 1~h'~-·. nb.tions of 'tf1~ west/ S<> • rtlany dimatei ,t~ i~c~4ded;irl s_o pro'itfgfo~s an atea;. that ~hile the 
pnncipab emporium of Chtna ilies nearly u1Qder the 
f~OP;i~,- i~ •~etropolis enjoys the temperature of Sa-

.,: ' . 
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marl..·and: such too is the diversity of soil in its fifteeR 
provinces, that, while some of them are exquisitely 
fertile, richly cultivated,, and ex~re"mely populous, 
others are barren and rocky, dry and unfruitful, with 
plains as "'iid or mountains.as· rugged as any in Scythia, 
and those either wholly deserted, or peopled by savage 

· hordes, who, if. they be not stilJ independent, have 
been very lately s_ub~!,l~·-9 by the perfidy, rather tha_n 
the valour, of a monarch, who has perpetuated his 
own breach of faith in · a Chinese poem, of wfJich I 
have seen a translation. , 1 , 

. The word China, concerning which l sha11 offer 
so~e 'A~w re!Darks, is Wf:11 known to the people whom 
we -~n· ih~ ·cltinese.; but .they neve~ ap,ply it (I speak 
of the le~rned amopg thein) to themselves .or to their 
country~ . Th_emselyes, accorpin2 , t9 F~ther Visdelau, 
they desq~~e as tl}e p~ople of. Han, ,or qf"some other 
il,lustrious family, by the memory of whose actions 
th~y .flatter their national pride; and their c~>untry 
tb~y c;al_l Clmm-cue, or the qentral ~ingdom, rep~esent
ing it in ~heir symbolical chara~ters by a ·par~llel.ogram 
exactly b1ssected. At other times they distinguish it 
by the words Tien~hia, or What is unae,·. Heaven; 
me'aning all that is 'O,aluable on earth. . Since they 
never naqie themsc~ve~ with. moderation> they woulq 
have no right to _complain, if they kne,v that Euro
pean 'authors have ever.spoken of them in the extreme~ 
of applaqse or of censure. By some _they have beeQ 
extolled as t~e ol~est and the wjsest, as the most learneq 
and m-0st ing~nious of nations; whilst others have 
d~rided th~i~ pretensjqri'~ to antiquity, . conaemned theit 
go!ernme.n,t as ~bominab,e, and arraigne4 their manners 
as mhm~an, without ~llowing them an element.of s<;i
er;ice, or a sing!~ art for which they have i1.o,t been in.
debted to some more ancient and more civilized, race of' 
men. The truth perhaps lies, where we usually find it 
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b'etween l he extremes;· liti r it ·is· 110t my desigrt to·,ae--
. cuse or to defend ·the Chinese, to depress or ·tot,aggra·n
di·ze them•: :1 shall ·confine niy'selfi to the discu'ssi-on:of 
a: •question connected with my former ~isco:u·r?~, . and 
fard ess' ea:sy:1to be solved than any hitherto: sta:rted: 
" ~Whence ·t:"al'll'e' ' the singular people, who ', }o~t bad 
'·' governetl1 Chin'tl; 1 before they 'were ·donq ue-red ·, fiy ,the 
" 1 Tartars?'' ,On1this problem {the-soflition' rot .u·hiclt 
ha:s•· no coircern, i•ndeed, with our ·political or:· com
nicrcial interests, l:mt a very material connection, if I 
m'i'~t~ke· 11:ot, .with interests of a bi'ghcr · nat? r~t fo1.h•' 
oprn1ons have been advanced, and all rather _per~m~-

. torily asse rted tha1n suppo'rte4 by argument ·an~"e'v1-
d·en~e. • By .bJ•few writers· it . Has been orgtfd, 't'.lia t" the 
OIU-Rei e are· ·an original race, who ·have ,d\\•elt for 
a:~es, if not •' 'from· eternity, :in · tl'le·r land · whi-c-~ iney 

. no,~·poss~ss, !oy others, iirid· chiefly by:the'·mi~si'bna
., ri'cs; · "it is insis.ted·· that. they spran g from the sanie ~tock 

,vit h' . ho .He/J'rew8 a.nd 1·.Arabs; : a . thi rd ass-er.t,oti 'is 
tli&t• 1l.>f 4 tli~' !!Arahs

1 
th"emse'l~e~ lind of lvf. , 'Pauro,' . 

wl1o ,11old ·•~t· i_~du·bitable; ··tha:t · they· w·ere · orighia11ly 
'Fa.rfa1·'$• descending in wild 1 'clans from . th~ .s·teeps' 
of. .iJmaus;• and a fourth, at least :as dorrm'atically 
p1·onounfa:d1·;¥as• _ariy· ~f the preceding, . ·iJ' tf.i_at -' o'f 
the B,ralmians, ·who decide, ,vithotit•· allO\,· init -any ap
peM·fro rfo t,beir ·dedsion, that toe· Chinas (,f~'tl ia :they 
ar.e, n'a'nied• in·Sanscr.it) were Hinda-s-of1th'e''.(i)_shat1:[y(f., 
or' miHt~ryi' class;1 ··wbo, abandoning'the·~prfvii~ges1 o.f 

· their11 trih•e, i i;arn'bled in ·ditforent :·bo1Hes ·t0•• the ',h orth·-· 
eas 'ofi Benigal~· nnd, :forgettina by de~r.ees·t i h'e · he·~ 
ah~· eUgion• I.of . 'their a.ncestors~·e~ial>Ush1:!d sepahit!" 
prihci pa lfties-; which.were a ftei-watds•u'tri-i telili~ the-plai-i1 · 
snd vall1eys:·w'hich:ate ·now possessed It rlithn·,.- I'f ti.HY: 
"one of tbe,.thr(l'e , tast·opinioi1s • be,Just,!'tlieffi i•~rtff th~iii 
lllust necessarily be relitiquish'ed:~ ·b'utl 6.f those . thtee~1 

the first cannot possit;>ly be sustained, be~ause it re,sts 
011-.no ,finricr,suppbrt tlia-o · ,a: :fot )'.lif b ·r:errtirrk~ whether 
t11ae or false, . t~at:Sem in ehintse ,means life \lJ'ld pt q.:. 
C1~ffliw11r; and·beca.uae ll tea-plh nt is not more different 
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from· ,a. pJlml tl:Jaa a. €hinese 1frol!1 an A-rab:, fr.bey ar~ 
men; i.ndeed, as tqetteal and, the, paJ~ ;are vege~ahlesJ, 
but, ,human sagacity: <:ould1not, ,I ib.elieve, discbver' any; 
o.ther· tr.ace ,of. :resemblance between ·them. !• One ofit\be, 
-'r4bs, indeed,{an, 1.account1 of'. lw,hose ·~oy~ge• to.•l11diii 
and Gh,i,fi,a 1bas b.een translated ,by . .R:enaudot) •tho.u~ht 
the Chiries.e ,n,a.t handsomer• (according· to) his ,idea ,,of 
beauty) ,tbannthe• Hin4u.r; but, event mote 'like·, his_\olvtr 
cQuqtrymen·, iri fea!iures; ·habil_imen,ts, Qarriage,,. mtith 
J)ers, .,and;.eeremomes1t and this ma:y be .tn.ue, , ~•tho.ut. 
proving, an ,actu'a.l . \resemblance· be~ween 1thJ) .iCMnt«tt . 
and,A~4h~ exeept in dress and·bomplekion~',l'Fherne,'f,b 
opinion, isr mere connected ·with ·that of the Bra/l1!!4ff.a· 
tbanJ.M. iJaJ1,w., lipre'bably, ~-imagined.; "for, thou~b11ho 
tells •Uij e~,pr-essly tb~t>,by;Seythians-, he meant tpe /rurki 
or,-,'.far.ta.n~,~y.ett. the IDra:gon on- the standard;, afia s,o[Q.e: 
olb,etr p~ouliarities, "fooin ,;ihich .b.e. iwoultljnfer a: lea,n 
a.ffin,ity:b.~;tweep the oldr1i'aNa~s,an:d,the.CMne.~e,,1belbn'g-: 
ed-ipd1ub1ta.bly;•tot·hose Scythzanswboare~n'own1~dhmye 
~e.en~C,ot~;; a:0cl1 t~e Got~~·~ad manifestly .a common· 
lmee..g~;·w:1tb 1the ,:Jlmdus,- it h1s·own ,ar~ument . •in •ct•lie 
pr,efa.ce•ml his, Bese4rches .on the ,Similarity ofi ,Al1.tfi~ 
guq.ge :b.e, -~s -alh men ' ag~_ee that it ia; r irr',efr-~a:ble.· 
That tlii«:: Glimt;s we-re, ~n:e1.en tly Qf: a 'I0irtaria-n ,st.(i).ek, 
is a p_roposition . \,\thich , I cannot, otherw-ise·,tlisprove· 
for •the present, 'thain, by insisting on the tatal di'ssbuia,. 
!.erity of tbe two; Jl~es in_ .ma!1ners ~d a.Pts; panticufaoly1 
10 th.e fin,e -~rts.of magma,t10n, wlnch-tbb)T,a~l.ili"if1 'bJ 
their ow-n ·account,. 'Ilever cultivated,, .. but; if•wetsbom 
strong~ gr.ouods , for believing that tJie, 6:r..st Chi11,.eao. 
w.er«:) aetually,of an •/: dian ·race, it u1iill'i<i>Uow, {h~t !l\!11• 
Pau,w andrtb 't ,Azab.a: .fllie mistaken. 1I,t is :to' ·theidis,, 

-~~io~ _.of .this. n,ew, and, . . in my, opinion, .~errintere3b . 
,~g po.Lot, that ·I . shall 'oonfine th.e re~aiinder of ~1• 
d•~ourse, _ ·· .. , ·:,,.,,. • 4 ,.r ,, 

. • . • ' ' 't J ' I I ' ' ' ·' , ' • ~ 
Io the Sansorit lmtitutes. of civil and· relioi0:us , du~ 

ties, 1•e.¥ealed, .a.s the. Hindu., belie:v.e,. by,klien~;the son 
of B:rahmq,, w,e ~•nd, the follo,lliog .curious ,pas.sage·~ 
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•! Many ·:fa,m_ili~!J ·10~ the n:ii-litary, 1class ba,viJ;lgi. gra .. · 
-~ <!Q~lly ~b,.1Jdqned: Ahe e>r,(iil;lanc.es ,of the,,fti .. da, a-lid• 
" the c;qcppa~y Qf ftrrz/im(ln$., lived in, B.4Stat,e· of degra .. , 
" d~tion ;1 ~s the 1P,~ople ,of Pundra,ca ~nd ,Odtt~; tbose; 
'f ·of D,;(l'()i.1ia .~pp . Camhoja, the X(l'()ana&: a~cl,,$a;ca.r;, 
'-~ -~he- f>~rqda,s, a,11(;1 · J>qh/{l'()af, the ()hiha,s, , and••some: 
"o,ther n~tions. ~' A full comment on h•~ te.x.t would 
l)er~ be sup~~Qo,1,1_s; but, $hice the testimon)t Qf the 
Irzdiq,n ~uthor, woo, ~hough certainly not a dj,vine,per-· 
sonage, w~ as <;ertaioly a very anci~nt l!!iWJijf,· mo.ral-• . 
ist, • and histQriaQ, is, direct and positive, dis\nter.e&ted! 
~nc\. unsuspep~ecJ, · it ~v,ould, I t}Jink~ de:cide -the•qu~s-· 
tion before. u,s, if W~:c<;mld be sure that th~ \\}Or.,dp.e/maa. 
s1goiQed "-· <;.kj,,~se, as all th.~ Rari.di.t8; w:horo. IJ1~--v~se,-, 
parately consult~d, ~sert with Qne .. voice. , 'fh,e.y, assure 
1'1e, . that Ghiimi,.1 pf Me.nu settied in a,:fi)l~ c()pntr:y; 
t.o the: ·north-,ea.st of' Gaitr,-1\nd to th~. eas.t. tQf..-C.~marup: 
ao,d lv.epal; that they have lo~g b~en, and, it\illt alie, 
f~med a~ iqgeniQus ~Jtificers; and that the~ h~d,M>eof• 
~Ives seen vld "(J/1inese j,qqls, whicti bgre. a · -~~.nifest 
r~l~tion \o the pr;imitive.r.eljgiqn, of ,lndia:b~fQre tiJ"~ 
~4q•'.v,~pp~~ran~e i1;1,it. ~ well ... int'or,med-Pa11dit&bowed 
m~ a • Sanscr.it -book in Cashm(r~a,i. letters,_. M'ti:ucb;, •hQ 
~i~ w;,is r~re.al~d. by Si'O.a hims~lf,., and entit!ed _$4&-;:. 
t,sa.ngama: he rea_d to ,me a _whple chapter of;il< ,~Jilltbe 
hetHod9x opinion~ o( the Chinas, .wno1 we,1ie,d,h1i~d; 
,~y& t,he ~utb9r, in.to .near two hundyed, 9h1ns~ t· L tb~n 
l.~rd before b.im a map of 4,sio.; and, ,wh~nJl ,pojot~d 
to, C.aslim.ir, his, own coUI\try; . Q~ iq,st~~tly. pl,~ecbh.is. 
finger Qh th«} n9rth-we11~ern provinceq _Qfdi=.h,i#Pi ~tie.re. 
the. C.f1in<Zf.,, ~e -s~i.~, . tirsti .e~tablisbe,d; tl)~n.i~~~e~j' but 
h<t ~ddt,d,_ -tbq,t Ma.h.achin"1 which1,w;~ al$o,,.cn~nt,onedi 

. in . hi$ oook, e'ttei:ide$1 , to th~ ,ea$t~i;n; ~n.~i~~Qµt,her-n 
oc~aQ~. I b~l~e:ve, neyert\lelE:ss,, ,thait-tlt ,(if,.~11e1.e .. etn ... 
pire, as we now cal\ it, waa not for,i;necl ~en.\'tla~hu-,v-s 'of 
Afnuf, were ,collect<:d; and for tWt .. Q~lief; sp ;te~ugnaat 
to the gener~l opinton, I a.m bQuncl1to1qfter my re~Qns;. 
If th,~ outline of history and chroµQlpgy•Jq1: ,tbe::last 
tWQ ~,bo~~aucj. years. be _cor~ectly tqu;e~, ,aQd:wQ~must 
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be .hardy _sceptics to :d•o'ubt it) t~~~'p?etns: .<>f -~all{u? 
were· composed before the• begmm~g _,pf our er~. •Now_ 
jt is clear, •from i'n:te'l'"'nal and exte·rna'l' evidimc&,. 't:qat. 
the Ramayaw al1rl Mai,a_Mw~·at were oonsideraolyo~'de( 
tha:n t~e :pt-odlicti~·rls ~f1tha,t poet; a~d 'i_tJp·pe~rs ~(~~-
1he style-·and n'letre or the Dherma1Sa:~tra;-revealed by, 
.Menu, that it \ni'fi reduc·Eid' to 1writing long· pefore the 
uge of Vatmic or ,f/1}asa, the· _sec~n_d of whom: ria ~ e~· 
it with ap>p1a·use.· 'We" shall not, t?erefor:e,. be thought 
extravagant if we•pla1ce the comp1}et of tb<>.se laws:oe:.· 
tween· a: ·thousand an:cf , fiftee1\ hundte'tl•~yea:rs lUe'fore
Ch-rist:,-•lespeciaHy •as Buddha, whose age1j !pf~ity ~eU· 
ascertr81iaeC!I·, 'ii no· · mentioned in ·them;: ~but, . iq •the: 
twelfth centur'.y1 befo;e, ou·r e'ra, ·the Chine.;e e111pire
~a(s•ta't l~aat' in i-fs' cradle; This fact it i~ .necei;-sary'-fo: 
pr·ove3'; '•~ tr& m)' first wi!ness , i:S· ·coefuaiu's hirrlseiif. :. I: 
ttfoW ·tp "tha' -ke~:fi 1s8't-1re I' shaJl;expes~ .Ui>7s'elf J1y1'ei.a.1 

1it1g t-hdt' phil'osot5her~:after · th¢, 'oitter ~a'rcas'rrl; of iVk 
Paattt· ,aiglii,nst him! and agai'nst the 'trans1ators' of l1i:s 
tni.lr~,f-a:te'CI,; out valua_bte works·; yet I quote witlio~f 
~cru})ltr:t_he ~ook •f.nntled Lun l':u, of which •I p'<:lssessi 
the ' trrlig1nal' with ' ii: 1_verbal translation; arld",v,bicb•.;·J:· 
kno,w t~.., be· ~uffide~tly flu·thentiic for my prMeht'j:mr
po·se; l'n_ t,l\e ~·econdlpart of it 0011,-fu-tsu decla'res, ,rh~t 
"I\.l•th'o'1h'e) l'ike orner men, cou Id relak , as nierc lcssob's: 
"of.•moraH-ty, l'be··histories ; of the first 

1
and · secohd1 i,h-i_; 

"pc•ri-al JiJoEises, yef, for iva11t of 'evidence, •he·- rouJdi 
,., give n~ aertafo account 6f them.'" Now, if t~ . 'f11zi- · 
11ese thems~lves: ,d:o not even pretend•that' a:ny1bistc:rl 
ri-ca·I monument e:x,isterl in the age of Con,j'udus; ·:pi l
ccding 1the is~e of t!teir third dynasty;• 1abotit eleven 
hundted ye-a1sr before the Cl,1,istian epoch, ,w1e' tha:y 
jusJly ceh -}~d~ that ,the _reign of 'J/uvam• was' .in d:ie 
j,~fa't1'e~ ~f;t~e1;r .e~1re, ~hich hatd~y gr~,./ t~ m_ut1:1~·!tY 
nll-s<1n1e age81tF~et· tihat' prrncC'; and tt ha~ Been nssert~t;I 
by very -learr~ed -'Ettnipcans, that. e-vew·of the thiM 
dynasty, -Which 1'~ 1·hos the fame of ha·viricr raised;- . do 
unauspected h_l:e111b,r:ial · cari now he prod·~c-1i:J .. · It was 
aot till ·· the· e~hHi bentury before ·the birth of otir 
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5aviout, that a small kingdom was erected in t~e pro.;. ' 
'\'ioce of ~hen-si, the capital of .which stood nearly: 
in the t!tirtyjiftli · degree of northern latitude, and · 
about five degrees to the w_est of Si-gan; both the· 
country and its metropolis were called Chin; and the· 
dominio_n o_f its princes_ was ~radually extended to the: 
cast and west. A king .of Chin, who makes a figure 
in the Sllaltnama!t arnong the allies of Afrasiyab, was, 
I presume, a sovereign of the country just men.;. 
tioned: and tue river of Chin, which the poet fre~ : 
quently names as the limit of his eastern geogra
phy, seems to have been the Yellow River,, which the 
Chinese introduce at the begint?ing of their fabulo~s' . 
annals. I_ should ·be tempted to expatiate on so c~n
ous a subJeCt, but the present occasion allows nothmg 
superfluous, and permits me only to add, that Man• · 
guklwn died in the rniddle ·or the thirteenth century, 
before the city of Chin, which was afterwai-d1 ta·keri 
by Kubliti, and that t_he poets of Iran perpetually 
allude to tho •districts around it which they cel~brate, 
wi"th Cliegil and Klwten, for a number of musk-ani
mals roving ot'l their hills. The territory .of C!tin, so 
cal!ed by the old Hindus, by the Persians, and by the 
C!unese (while the Greeks and A1·abs were obliged by 
their defective articulation to miscall it Sin) gave its 
nar~ie to a race of emperors, whose tyranny ma?e· 
t~eir .-memory so unpopular, that the moder,n mhab1t
ants :of Cltina hold the word .in abhorrence, and speak_ 
of themselves- as tbe people of. a milder and· more vir-· 
tuo~s dynasty; but it is highly probable that th~ ,rh?le, 
nation descended from the Chinas of Menze, and, mix
ing wit,h the Tartars ( by whom the plain.s of_ Hon~rt 
and the more southern provinces were thmly mhab1t
ed) formed. by degrees the race of men -~ho!D: 
we now see rn possession of the noblest ·empire m 
~1.aia. · 



372 .THE SJ:;VEN? l:J :t>ISCO{!RSE: 

prpc.eed to e-xaw.in~ the la~g'1aS.~ !\ml l~.tt~rs1 ~~li~~l). 
and. pµi}o$ophy of th~ pres~nt (:lmzese, and . ~.u\:>Jo1_n 
s.ome remarks on their ,an<;t~Qt; mont1i:n~nt1?,· on theJr 
~ciences, and on their arts, both ljber~l an.d· JT1echs,pi
q1.I; bL.Jt their spoken {cmgf!age 1~ot having be~n pre
~erved in the usual symb.ols of articulate sounds, must 
bF1ve heen for many ages in a continual flux; .their letters, 
ifwe may so calL t.h~m> are ~erely th~ symbols o_f i?eas; 
t_heir popular relzgion ,ms unporte~ fro!Il India m FiO 
~e comparatively modern; and their philosophy seems 
y~t in so rude a state as ~ardly to deserv.e the appe_l
)A,tion; they have no ~11czent monuments, from which 

· tpeir origin can be traced eve~ by plausilil_e c_onjectu_re_; 
their sciences are wholly exotic; and their meclwmcal 
ar(f; have nothing in t!iem . characteristic of 8: p~rticu,
J~r family; not~ing ,vhich any set of men, in a coun
try so highly fa_youred by n~tnre, mi~bt not have dis
~overed and 1mproveq. They have inqe«;d both . 
Ilcltionahnusic ~nd national poetry, und botµ -of them· 
b~autif41ly pathetic; bJ1t of painting, scnlpture, or ar
chiJec.ture, as art~ of i1_naginati~n, they seem (lik.e other 
4,s.zattcs) to hav~ n_o idea. Instead, th~refore, of en.-
11:1-rging separately on each · of thqse be~ds, · I shall 
briefly inquir~1 • how for the litcxa_tQre · and re.ligio1Ji. 
pq1ct1ces (Jf (./zpza confirm or oppose. tl!e propositior, 
which I have advanced.• 

The ~eclared and fix~d opirtio_n oO,f. De Guignes, o.n 
the su_bJect before us, is nearlv connected with that of 
t4e Brctltmans; he maintain; that the Chinese were 
~migrants from Egypt: and the Egjjptians, or E.thio
pians (for they were cl 'arly the same pE:ople) ha.cl, indu.
bitably ~ common or~gin witb the old natives of India. 
as the, affinity of theii; h,.ogua.ges and of their institu: 
ti_on~, ~oth reJ igious and politi~a~, fully evinc.e.; but. 
that Cluna was peopled a few ce.ntu~1es·uefore our era. by 
a colony from the banks of the Ji.lite, tho' ne;itber Pe1·
sia11s nor Arabs, ({artars nor lliJ((/us, ever heard of such 
an emigratio1i, is .a paradox, wl'1ich tlie liar~ authorhy 
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even df so iearhe_d tt1qiari cann~t suppo~t'; and si~c~ i~a"7 
!on ·grounded oh facts can albne o'l~~ide such a que'sti'on, 
'We have a: ·right to'dbna'nd,cleare'revidence and stro1~ger 
argi1mertts than · any that he -has yet adduced. ':fhe 
hiero~lyp!1ics of Egypt b'ear, id~eed, a stro~g ~~s~m
blance to the mftl'Jolouical sculptures and pamtrngs oi 
India, b.tit secrh whotty disstmHur to the ·~ymbolical 
system of the Cln'n'ese which mi,rht easily have been 

' ::i d .h invetiterl ( as they ass~rt) by' an indivi~ual, an m.1g· t 
very, naturally h'ave been ~ootrived by the first Clwzas, 
or outcast Hindus ,,·ho either 'hever , knew, or had ' . . . . 
forgotten, the alphabetical characters of the1.~ wiser 
~ncestors. As , to the table and bust of Isis, they, 
seem:to be given up as modern forgeries; but, if they 
we1·e indisputably genuine, they would be nothrng to . 
the purpose; for the lette·rs on the bust appear to have 
been designed as alphabetical; and the fabricator of 
them (if they really were fabricated in Europe) was un.
commonly happy, since two or three of them are ex
actly the same with those on a · metal pillar yet stand
inif fri the north of India. In Egypt, if we can rely on 
the tcstim'ony .of the Greeks, who studied no language 
but- ~heir -own, , there -were two ·sets of alphabetical 
characte1·s; the one popular, like· the various· letters 
used ·in 'our Indian provinces; and the other sater
~otal,_ like the Deod1tagm·i, especially that form of .. 
1r,vh1ch we se'e in the Veda; besides which they ha.d 
hvo 'sorts of sacred sculptu1·e; · the one simple, like. 
the ·figures of Buddha· and the three Ramas; and the 
other allegorical, like . the imaoes of Ganesa ot Di
vine Wisdom, arid lsani, or Nature, with al1 ti1eir em
blemati_cal ~ccompaniments; but their real character of 
th~ ~lime~e appears wholly distinct from any Egyptia1t 
wriung, either mysterious or popular: and, as to the 
fancy ?f M. de Guig12es, that the complicated sym'bols 

. ofCluna were at first no more than P!tenician mono
. grams, let u~ hope that he has abandoned so' wild a 
conceit, ·which he started protml>lv with no other' view 
than to displny his ingenuity and ·1carnincr . 

. B b 2 ° 
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. We. have .oc~lar , proo( .,tp:it. the ,(ew_ '. radic:al _chartLc .. 
ters of .the Chinese ,wer~ 9r_1gmally (hke ;our astrgno
inicar and cbymical .s~pibol~) th~ picl'ure~ OJ::' ~>U_Uines . 
of visible . .Jbjects, or fi~u~ative. signs for simple _id_eas,, 
iyhich 'they have m_1.;1lt_1pli~d by the most rngemous 
combinations and the ,hvehest m~_ta,phors; but, as the 
~ystem is peculiar, J .~~li_eve, to t~em~elves and the 
]apa,zese, it would _ b~ idly ostentatious to e_nl3:rge on_ 
it at present; and, for _the reasons ,al_read,X -~~t1mo.~~d, 
it neither corroborates nor weakens -~h_e opm1on wluch 
I ·endeavour to. ·s1:1pport. The samC? m~y as truJy b.e, 
~aid _of their_ spo~'-".n I langua_ge; fo_r,•: independen~ly of 
ils constant tluctuau~~ durmg a series of ages, 1t ha$ 
_the-pccu·1~·arity of _excluding fo_ur ~r. five _sounds whid1 
other nations articulate, and .1s clipped into monosyl-
lables,' .even when the ideas ~xpressed by them, and. 
the · written symbq_ls for th·o~e ideas, are -very· com:- ' 
plex·. This has_ arisen, I suppos~, fr,QJ'A- the singular 
liahi~s of . the people; for, . though their common 
tongu,e be so musically accented as to form a kind of re
dtative, yet it wants those grammatical accents, with
·out which all human tongues would appear l~onosyl.; 
labic. Thus Amita, with an acc~nt o_n the firi5t -~yllable,. I 

means, in· the Sanscrit language, immeasurab.le-; and . 
the na~ives of Bengal p~·onounce it Oinito; butdvhen 
the rel!gion of. _Buddha, the son of Maya, was carried , 
hence into Cluna, the people qf that counti:y~ u_nable 
tb prono·unce the name of their new God, called -him . 
Foe, the son of Mo-ye, aod divided his epithet 4wita 
jnto three sy~lables O-mi-to, annexing to them certain. 
ideas of t_he_ir own, and expressing them in writing 
by three d1strnct symbttls. We may judge from this 
instance, ~,hether a comparison of their spoken tongue. 
with the drnl~ts of other nations can lead to any cer
tain conclus1on as tE> their origin; yet .the instance 
which I hav~ given, supplies me with an argument 
from nna_logy, which I ·pr,oduce as conjectural only, but 
which appears· more and more _plau:;ible tbe oftener I 
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consider it. The Buddha of the 'Hin'dus is' unqtjestio'n,/ 
~bly the Foe of China; but the great p1:ogcnito1• - ~~ 
tqe Chinese is also named by them Fo-ln_, \~here tire: 
second monosyllablc ·signifies, it, seems. a vic~zm. ~ow 
~he ancestor of that military tribe, . w~t>m the Hmdus 
call the Cltcmdravan'sa, or Children oj the Moo?i, was, 
aCfor~ing tq th!eir Pieranas or legends, Buddha, _or the, 
~eniµs of the planet !rf ercury, from whom, m ,the 
fiftlt degree, descended a prince named Druhya, wp?rrr 
bis father ratyati sent in exile to the east of Hin
dustan! ,yith this imprecation, '' May thy proge~y be 
'' ignorant Qf the ·veda." The· name of the ban!shed· 
prince ~oul~ 'not be pronouqced by the modern Chmest;; ' 
and, tho~gh I dare not conjecture that the last syUa-_ 
ble of it has beei:r changed into Yao, I may. nevcrthe_- . 
less ~bserve that fa~ was t't;ie ·jij~(t in d~sce_nt -fr~_Ill. 
Fo-lu; · or at least the fifth· mortal rn. the first 1mpenal 
dynasty; that_ all Chin~se history before him is c~nsi~ · 
dered by the Clti11ese themselves as poetical or fab~lous; 
that his father ':l"i-co~ like the Indian 'king Yayatz, was 
the first prince who m(lrried sever'al women; and that 
Fo-hi, the head o( t~eir race, appeared, say the C/zi-
11.;ese, i'n a province · of the ,yest, arid hel_d his court in· 

· the 'territory' or' : Clzin, . ,v)1_ere U,1e ro~vers, ~e~tioneq '. 
by the Ind~an legislatdr,_ are suppo_s.Jd' ~Q ~ave settled. · 
Another circumstance m the parall,el rs very ~emark- · 
able:-~ According to.:F~ther De ·Pre1]Jare, in his tract 
on Clitnes'e Mythology, the mother · of Fo-h_i was. the · 
Daughter of Heaven, surnam_ed Flower-loving; and · 
as the nymph was walkin11 alone on the bank of a river 
wit~ a similar name, she

0 
fouiid herself on a sudd~n. 

enc1r~led ·by a rainbow, soon after which she became 
pregnant, and at the end of twelve years was delivered 
of a son radiant as herself. who amoncr ether titles, 
h d h S 

, I ) ,O 

a . t nt ?f ui, or Stars -of the Year; · Now, i 1'l the 
~y~ho_l<:>gical systeni of the Hindus, (he ·nymph Rohini,. 
who presides over. the fourth lunar ·mansion, was the 
favourite _m_(stress of 8_(,)rJJll, or the '. Moon, , ,among 

·B b s 
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'Y!?.<?~;e· :~u~~rou.f .~pithets we ~119 <:;.umudan(!,y,oca, ,o~ 
J?cfl~~ht.~ng zn' a~ ~pecies of wat.e_fj{~,a;er that b}Q&S!;)JT!l? . 
Q.,t .P~gp~;- and th~i,i; o,ff,spring was B11-.ddlzq,_, rcf;_ent of~ 
p,J~r;i~~' ~n.d ~ailed _also, frQm, the n,hnes of Jll? pare~t.!i . 

. .f.?.f!ll(Ul(C!)a, <;>r· Stl;1,l,'fJJY,l(,. It is ,t.~He tp~~ the learn~d m1s
~ionary explain~ the \YOrd Sui by Jtl}Ji.ter; but U(l e_xact. 
resemblance between. 't,wo such ·fot,les coii,ld not ha~e, 
l;>een expected; anq it is sufficient .for my. purpose, 
that they seein· 'to bave a family li~cpess_. The Go,<j. 
1Jut/dha, say the fn//rans, married Ila, whose father was · 
pr~served in a .miraculous ark from a universal .de.,, 
lpg~~-. J:'low, al~h-oµ,gh l cannot insi!;;t with confidence. 
that tho 1·ain4<Jw .. fo the Chinese .fable alludes to the. 
irf qf!Zic narrati~e ,:qr ·.the floo9, no~ ~uild any sQ}iq 
&~gutn~nt_ on the .fl .ivi9E personage !fm-'tJa, of. who~~ 
<r~~i;ac_t.<rr, · ;m,d . ,~v~.n .~f w hos£; s~x, tbe histo~1ans of. 
<;/~zrzp sp~ak .v.~,ry

11 
c;Jpubtfully, · l 1pay neverthelq~ 

~~S\.HA you, ~t¢r, J µ,ll ,inquiry, a..t_1d oonsideration, that. 
the, .94ine:Ye, ti~e .tJt~ IJindu,s, believe· tnis earth to ha,ve 
~.ecn wholly c~v_ert;~ with water, which, in works, of 
undisputed authenti;city, they dGscd~e asflowi11g obu_n
d_an,tly, then suksiding, an.d s.cparating the higherfi·om, 
tl,.c lower age ojj 11f~nlind; that \bq· di'Qisipn of time,. 
fr.on~ whicb th~!r p.o~tj~al history ,t.)~gin~1 just pr?ceded 
tqe )a,ppearance o( F9,_hi on the ~ou.ntains of C!zm; but. 
tbal ~µ,e _great inunqr:rtjon in th.e reig~1. ·of Yao wu.s either 
c.onfined _ to the . .19,\\'lands of lij~ , kingdom, if the 
w,h.c:>le account o.f, it ~e n.ot a fable, or, if it cootai11 ~ny 
a_llusipn t.o the ~oo~ o_f Noah, bas been ignorantly mis
placed by tbe .Cllint:se annalists; . 

The iinpQrtatio ~fa ne~ rel,igiou into C/1ina i~ the 
~\'St c~nt4ry of. <;>,ui; era, must lead us. to suppose that 
t~e ·former system,, whateve'r it was, had been found 
jnade.qu~t. to th~ purpose ofrestra:ini.ng the great body . 
of th_e pegp\~, fr~[ll i\hQ~e offences against conscience and 
virtue,. '"'!hicq lp~ chii! power. coul<:l. notreach; and it ia • 
hardly possible that, withou_t sud~ restrictions, any go
vernment could long have subsisted with felicity; for no 
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government can long subsis't n·ithout equal Ji:isti-ce, and 
justice cannot be administered without the ."sanctions 
·of religion • . Ofth

0

e religious opitiions entertained by 
Confucius and his followers, we may glean a general no
tion from the fracrments of their works translated by ,. 
Couplet. They p~ofesscd a firm belief in the Suprem~ .. 
God, and g~vc a demo~strati'on of his·oeing and _of his,. 
pravidence from the exquisite beauty and perfection of 
the celestial bodies, and the wonderful ()rder of nature. 
in the \vbole fabric of the ·visible world. From this. 
belief, they deduced a syst~m of ethics, whid! the phi
losopher sums up in a fetv words at the close of the 
Lun-gu: cc He," says Cotif ucius, " who will be fully_ 
" persuaded that the Lord of Heaven governs the 
"unive·rse, who shall i11 all thincrs chuse .moderation, 
"who-shall perfectly know· his o,~n species, arid so act 
"among the~ that his life and manners · may con
" form W his knowledge of God and man, may be 
"truly said to discharge a:11 the tlutie·s of a sage~ and _ 
"to beJa'r exalted above · the commo'n herd of the 
"human race.'' But such a rcliuion and such mora
lity could never have been ge1ier;I; and_ we tind th~t 
the people of China had an ancient syste1n of ceremo- . 
ni~s and' superstitions,\❖ hich the government and !be 
ph1losophers appear to have encouraged, and wtncb 
has ~n apparent affinity with some parts of the oldest_ 
ludzan worship. They' believed in the agency of genii, 
or tutelary_ spirits, presiding over the stars and the 
cloud_s, over lakes and rivers, mountains, valleys, and 
woods, over certain regions and towns·, over all the ele-· 
ments ( of which, like the Hindus, they reckoned fi-ce) 
and . particularly over fire, the moi;t bdllia~t of them. 
To those deities they oftercd victims on l11gh places: 
and_ tli.e follon•ing passage fr~m t·he Slti-cin, or Book <if 
Odes.; 1S very m·uch in the style · of the Brahmans:~ 
"Even they, who perfotiil a: ·sacrifice with a due reve
:: r~n~e, ·~a'!lnot pe•tfe-dly assure thems~lves that the di~ 

vine s'p1rrtst ·accept t11efr' dblatiotis; . and far . ,ess c.an 
0 they woo adore the· Gotls:W'ith languor nY1'.:lo~citancy, 

. B ~ 1 . 
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,~ dearly perceive ·tp~ir s~~re~ _i\~~p~~s; •~ ',I'ht:r.~. _are ii:n: 
perfect traces indeed, but they ,are traces of an a~mty. 
b_etween the religion of Men~, and '!hat_ of tpe Chrn(Js, 
whom he names ~nwng ~be apostates froµ1,1t • . -l_vl. Le, 
Gen tit observed, be says, a ~trongr ese~n~lance ~~twe,en 

' the. funeral rit~s of the Clwuse and the Sraddhf! of \he 
Hindus..· and M. Bailly, after a learned inv.estigation,. 
concludes: that'.,, E\•en the puerile an~ ~bsurd stories: 

· " 'of the Chiiies~. fabulists, cqntain a remnant ,pf an-· 
cient JndiJ;,; hist'9ry, '_with' a faint sketc_h . of the ~rs~ 
"IJindu ages;" As the !3-µd~llas~ i~1

1
QeA9,1 .'.''e~e . 

Hmdus, 'it may paturally be 11nagmed tr~t th~y cai:.
ried into China·m~ny ceremoni~s practis~d ~n t_~eir owq. 
•co,mtry; but t~e ./3udd1ws positively.forbade the _im-· 
molation of _c~ut:e; yet we know that. various ani_mals; 
even' buil~ an_d rhen, _were a_nc!ently-sacrifi_c~~ by t~e

1 Chinese; besides, winch, we discover manx singular
rn~r~s cjf J el~tipn· l.i'~ t,v~en t~e.r,n and th~ ,ol4 Jli~zef.us z. 
q.s in tlie rem~rka:ble period ofjo~r ':undred ~nd thfrt~
·two tn.ousattd, and the cycle o_t sz.i·ty years; in tho 
predilection for the mystical number nine.: in ·many 
sJ?1ilar fast~ .a~~. great _festiv~ls, especially at· t~e so.I,. . 
stices and eqUJ9oxes; m th_e JUst-mcnt1one9 oli&~quic_s 
consisting of nee and fn11ts offered to the .manes of 
tbeir' ance1~fotf; :!li the <,head of dying childl~ss, lest : 
s'uch offerjn_g,s _~h?ul~ Le iptermitted; and perhaps~ in . 
tb_ei: cm_nm~n.ab~?rrence _ of red _oujects, w,l,tich ·the . 
hidians earned so tar, that Menu lmnself where be al
low:; a iJral(,l{cn to ' trade, if he oannot o'the; "'. i.se s'u P'!' 
port life,_ ab's9~p,tely forb!~~ '' his trafficking in' ariy·sqrt 
"o_f red cloU:is, . ~·b_etjier _li~ep or woollen,. pr made 
,, of woven ,bark. /It AU the c1.rcumstances, ,whicb bqve 
been °mentfo.ned 'urider the two heads· of Literatyrc·and 
R~ligfrm,'. ~e'r~ 'c~lfectivel~ -~o prqve (as rar ,as such~ 
ci~e_et10~ i~d m1ts . proof) ~h~t .(~~ _Ghi11e~e. ~n4 ..(:[in(ius ; . 
w~re ongi. ~Uy t~e •. ~apie peop{f;; put bav1qg bc~n s~
parated ne.~r four th~.l,lsan_~ ,years, , h_a y

1
e~1 ~~itai_µe~ . few 

s!_ro~g' f~atu.i:e~ ~f ~h,e1,r .anc1~9~ con.~!lf)g4.1~1.~Yd }sp~cj
a~l,Y as.t_he Hinq~s./ 1a.~e preser_v~c1 tb~1r ol_dhi~gu~ge and 

. .. . . . ~ ' 
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f~tua1, while the f:hinesc very soon !ost both_; and tl,1e 
Hindus have constantly intermarried · among them
selves, while the Chir.ese,' by a mixture of Tartar,ia1j 
olood from the time of their first establishment, . have 
~t length formed a race distinct in appearance both 
from iizdians anci Tartars. ' 

A similar diyersity. has arisen, I bel\eve, fro~ simi
lar causes, between the people of Chwa and Japan; 
on the-second of ·wl1ich nations we have now, or soon 
~11all Have, as correct and as ample instruction_ as can 
possibly be obtained without a perfect acquamt~nce 
~Vith the Chinese characters, Kd!mpfer has taken from 
I\f. Tit.t;ingh the honour of beina the first; ~nd he 
from K,r:mpfer, that df being the inly European. who, 
~y a long residence in Japan, and a familiar mter
course with the principal 11atives of it, has been able 
to collt:ct authentic materials for the natural and civil 
history .of a country secluded (as the Romans used to 
s·ay of 01.•:r own island) j1·o·m tl1c 1'est of the world. The 
works of those illustrious travellers ,viii confirm and 
embellish each other; and when , M. Titsinglz shall 
liave acquired a k~owledge of Chinese; to which a 
part of his leisure in Java will be devoted, his pre
cious collection of books in that language, on the 
laws . and revolutions, the natural productions, the 
a~ts, manufactures; and sciences of Japan, will be in 
_hts hands an inexhaustible mine of new and important 
information. Botb he and his predecessor assert with 
confidence, and, I doubt riot, with truth, that the 

. Japanese would resent, as an insult on their dignity, 
the bare suggestion of their descent from the Chinese, 
whom they_ surpass in several of the mechanical arts, 
and, what 1s of greater. consequence, in military spirit; 
but they do not, I understand, mean to deny that 
they are a branch of the same ancient stem with the 
people of China; and, were that fact e\·er so warmly 
c?_ntested by them, ·it might be proved by an invioci-. . '' 
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ble argument, if the pre~eding part ·of this discours~; 
011 the ori• rio of the Clirncse, he,,, thought to con tam 
just_ rcaso~ing. In the first p1ace, it seems incoh- '. 
ceivable that the Japanese, who _never appear to have 
been conquerors or conc:iuered_, should h_ave ad_opt_ed 
the whole -system o_f C(ane_se li_teratu~·e with al} its Jn
eonveniences and rntncac1es, if an 1Q11uemonal con
nexion had uot subsisted between the tw(? nations, or, 
in other words, if the blood and ingenious race who 
peopled Japan i~ the middle of th~ thirteenth cen .. 
wry before _ Chr~st, ond,. abou_t six hundred years 
afterwards established their monarchy, had not car
ried with them the letters and learning which they 
and the Chinese had posfessed in common; but my 
principal argume~t is,. that the Hinda or }!,gyptian 
idolatry has prevailed m Japan from the earliest ages; 
and ·among the idols worshipped,. according to 
KtCmpfer, in that country before· the irinovations of 
Sac!Ja or Buddha, whom the Japanese also called .dmi
da, we find many of those which we 5ee every day 
in the ' temples of B _engal; particularly the goddes1 
'toitlz many arms, representing the powers of nature; in 
Egypt named Isis, and here Isani or Isi; whose image, 
as it is exhibited by the German traveller, all the 
B1·1Jhm~ns to w~om I showed it, immediately recog
nized with a mixture of pleasure ond enthusiasm. -
It -is very true that the Chinese difrcr widely from 
the natives of Japan in their vernacular dialects, in 
·external manners, and perhaps in the strencrth of their 
mental faculties; but as wide a difference is observa
ble among all tb~/.>nations of the Gotltic family; and' 
we migh~ account even for a greater dissimilarity, by 
considermg the· number of ages during which the se
veral swarms have been scpara_ted from the great In
dian hive, -to which they primarily belonged. T _he 
modern Japanese gave Ktempfer the idea of polisbed 
Tarta1·s; and it is reasonable to believe, that the peo
ple _of Japan, who were _originally Hindus of tb.e mar-
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tial class, and advanced farther ea-stward than the Clti-
11as, have, like them, inscrn,ibly changed their fea
tures and ·characters hy intermarriages ·with various 
Tartm·ian triucs, whom they found loosely scattered 
over their isles or who afterwards fixed their abode in 

J . 

them. 

Having now show~, in five discourses, that t?e 
Arabs and Tartars were originallv distinct races, while 
the Hindus, Chinese, and Japm/ese proceeded from 
another ancient stem, and that all the three stems may 
be traced to b·an, as to a common centre, from which 
it is highly probable that they diverged·in various direc
tion's about four thousand years aao, I may seem to 
have accomplished my design of in~esticrating the ori
gin of the 4siatic nations; ~but the que~tions ·which I 

• undertook to discass, are not yet ripe for a strict analy
tical argument; and it will first ue necessary to exa
llline with scrupulous attention _all the detached or 
insulated races of men, who either inha.bit the bOl'ders 
of India, Arabia, Tartary, Persia, and China, or are 
interspersed in the mountainous.and uncultivated parts 
of those extensive regions. To this examination I 
shall, at our next annual meetinlT allot an entire dis-e• . . 
course; and if, after all o\Jr enquiries, no more than 
three primitive races can be found, it will be ,a subse
quent consideration ·whether those three stocks bad one 
common root; and, if they had, by what means that 
root was preserved-amid the violent -shocks which our 
whole globe appears evidt:ntly to have sustained. 
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tifIE TRANSiATION OF AN INSCRIPTiON 
IN THE MAGA LANGUAGE, 

· Engraved on a Silver Plate, fouitd i1i. a Cave 
· near Islamabad. 

COMMt1N·tcA'i'ED BY JOHN SHORE, ESQ. 

0. N. the 14th of Magha 90.1,, Chandi Lah Raja•, 
by· the advice of Bo'lcangari Rauli, w~o was the 

director of his studies and devotions, and m confor
mity to the se.11~iments of twenty-eight other ·R_a~lis, 
formed the design of establishing a place of reltg1ous 
worshi~; for which purpose a cave was dug, and · 
paved with bricks, three cubits in depth, and three-- . 
cubits also in diameter; in which were deposited one 
hundred an.d twenty brazen images, of small dimen
sions, denominated 'i'ahmudas; also, twenty brazen 
im'ageslat~er than the former, denominated Languda; 
there was likewise a large image of stone, called La~gu-· 
dagari, with a vessel of brass, in which were deposited 
!wo <;>.f the bon<:s of 'i''lzacur. On ·a silver plate ":ere 

· mscnb~d the Hauca, or the mandates of the Deity: 
with that also . styled Taumal,, ·chucksowna Taltma, t_o 
t~~ study of which twenty-eight Rauljs devote their · 
t11;11e and attention; who, having celebrated the pre
sent work of devotion with festivals and rejoicings,_ 
erected over the cave a place of religious worship for 
the Magas, in honour of the d~ity. 

God sent into the world Buddlta A'lJatar to instruct 
and direct the steps of angels and of men; of whose 
·birth and origin the following is a relation: - ,vhen 
Buddlta Avatar; descended from the region of souls, in 

* Perhaps So.ndilgah. 
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the month of Magh, and entered the bo~y of-M~luz
niaya, the wife ,<?f ~~otah Dannah, Ra;a of ,Cailas, 
her womb shclde'qly as!5urr1ed the •~ppear'ance of clear 
transparent crystat, iri ~hich Budd~a. appear~d, beau
tiful as a flower kneeling and reclmmg .on his hands. 
After t~n mon(lis and· ten days of her pregnancy bad 
·elapsed, Jviaham~ya · scil)~ited permissi?n fro~n ~er 
)rnsband the Raia, to v1s1t her fa .ther: m· conformity 
to whici1 the· ·roads ·,vere directed to be repaired and 
made clear for her journey, fru,it-trees_ were planted, 
water-vessels placed on the road-side, and great illu* 
n_1inations prepared for the occasion.- Maha'maya then 
commenced her journey, and arrived at a ga_rden ad
joining to the road, where i_ricl_ination :ted h·er to walk , 
an•d crather flowers. At this tune, being suddenly at
tuck;d with the pains of child-birth; she laid hold on· 
the trees for• snppo_rt, which declined their · bbugns at 
-the instant, for the t)urpose of concealirlg her per.son, · 
while , she was delivered_ of the child, ·at which junc
ture B-rahma himsdf attencJed with a goldert vessel "in 
his · hand, on which he laid the chi I'd, nnd delivered 
it to Indra, by whom it was committed to the charge_· 
of a female attendant; upon which the child, aright.;.·· 
ing from her nrms, walked seven paces; whcnce•it was 
taken up-by Mahnmaya and carried to her house, and, 
on- the ensuing morrrirlg-, neWS' wete circulated· of a 
child being born in the Raja's fa,uily. At this time ' 
'l'apaswi Muni, who, residing in the' ,Mods, , devoted · 
his t,ime to the worship of the deity, learned by inspi
ra,t~on that Buddha was come to lite rn th¢ Raja's· pa- · 
lace: he flew through the air to the Roja' s residence, 
where, siuing on throne, he said, "I have repaired 
" bitber for the purpose of, visiting tl-te child." Bu4-
dha ,~·as acGordingly brought into hi~ presence. The 
Mum observed two feet fixed on his head. and· divin
ing something both of good and bad irhport, begiln · 
t? weep ~nd ~augh alternat~ly. The_ -Raja then ques
tioned bun with regard to his present impulse, to whom 
he answered, " I must not reside in the same place 



"with Bi,tJdha wJ1en he shall _ arrive ai the rank .of 
" .4.vatar; this is the cause of my present affliction; 
'' but I am even . now affected with gladness by his 
" presence, as I am · 1?ereby ~bsolved from all my 
" tra.nso-res$ions. '' The Muni then departed ; and, 
·after fi~ days had elapsed, he assembled four Pandits 
for the purpo~e of. c&lculating the destiny of the child;
three of whom divined; that, as he had marks on his 
hands ·resembli.ng a wheel, he would at length become 
a Raja .Chacrm1crti: another divined, that he would 
arrh·e at the dignity of Avatar. 

The boy was· now named Sacya, and had attained 
the age of sixteen years; at whicb period it happened 
that the Raja Chuhidan had a daughter named '!7asu.
tara, whom he bad engaged not to give in marriage 
to any one, till such time as a suitor should be found 
who could brace a certain bow in his . possession, 
which hithf;rto many Rajas had attempted to accom
plish without effect. Sac:y~ now succeeded in the 
a.tlempt, ithd accordingly obtained the Baja's <laugh• 
t~r in. marriage, with whom he repaired to _his own.. , 
place of reside.nee. 

· One day, ~~ ~ert;;iin, mysteries.w_ere revealed to him, 
he formed the design of relinquishing his dominion; 
nt which time a son was born in his house, whose. 
name .was Raghu. Sacya then left his "palace with 
only one ~ttendant and a horse, and, having crossed 
the river Ganga~ arrived at Balucali, where, having 
qirected his . servant to leave him and carry away his 
hor~e, he laid aside his armour. 

•\\'hen the world was created, there appeared five 
'flowers, which Brahma deposit~d i~ a place of safety;:, 
thr~e of them were afterwµrds delivered •to the three 
'J' hc.curs, and one w~s prese:nted to Sac:ya, : who.: 
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discovere·d that it contained some pieces ofweanng- . 
apparel, : i~ which ?e clothed bi~1self, and· adopted. 
the ma-nners and life of a mendttant. A traveller, 
one day passed by him -with eight ~undles _of gras~ 
on his shoulders· a:n<l addre~scd him, saying, "A 
"loiig period of °iime has _elapsed since I have _seen : 
'' the r·hacur; but now smce I have the happ1nesi: 
" to meet him, I beg to present him an offering, con~. 
" sisting of these btmdles of grass." · Sacya ~ccord- 1 

i.ngly accepted of the grass, and reposed on 1t. At 
that time there su~denly appeared , a golden temple, · 
containincr a chair of wrought gold; and the height .of 
the temple was thirty cubits, upon which Brahma 
aliahted and held a canopy over the head of Sacya: , 
at.the same time Indra descended, with a large fan in 
his hand, and Naga, · the Rajri, of -serpents, with shoes· 
in his hand, together with the four tutelar deities of · 
the four corners of the universe; who··all attended to 
do him service and reverence. · At this time likewise: 
the chief of Asurs with his forces arrived, ridin1, on' 
an elephant, to give battle to Sacya; upon which' . 
Jfra/1ma, Indra, and the other deities deserted' him' 

· and vanished. Sacya, observing ·that he was left 
alone, invoked the assistance of the earth; who at.; 

. . ' tending at his summons, brnught an inifnd'afiorr over 
all the ground, whereby the Asur and hh,'forces were 
vanquished, and compelled to retire. 

. ' • , .. 

At thi~ time five holy scdptilres descended from 
above, and Sacya was dignified .with the title ·of Buth
dl1a Avatar. · The ,,cri pt ares confer powers of know
Jedg~ and retrosp ction, the ability of accomplishing 
the !mpulses of the heart, and of carrying into eff«;:ft 
the ""?rds ~f the mouth. Sacya resided here, without 
brca~mg QIS fa~t, twenty-one days, and then returned . 
to bis . own country, where he presides over Rqja.f, 
go1ernmg them with care and equity. · · 
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Whoever reads thl3 Carie, his body, apparel, an_d the 

place of his devotions must be purified; he ··shall be 
· thereby delivered from the evil machinatioQ,5 · of de
mons and of his enemies; and the ways of redemp
tion shall be open to him. Buddlza Avatm·, instructed 
a certain Rauli, by name Anguli J11 ala, in the writings 
of the Carie, -saying, " whoever shall read and study 
thell], his ·.soul shall not undergo a transmigration:" 
.and the ·scriptures were thence called Anguli 1'1aliz. 

• Thete'\vere likewise five o·ther books of the Carie, de
nominated Vitchanam, which if any one peruse, he 
shall _the~efore be ~xempted from poverty and the 
machinat1ons of his enemies• he shall also be exalted to 
dignity and honours, and the length of his days shall 
be protracted, The study of the Carie heals afflictions 
aoo ~ains ef the b_ody; and whoever shall have fait_h 
therern, Heaven and bliss shall be the rsward of his 
piety. . · 
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