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FOREWORD

The importance of mass media in the present day world in
solving many international problems can hardly be over-
emphasized. The successful working of the mass media in
the field of information and communication depends on the
fact whether or not its roots are entrenched in the respective
historical national genius of a country. Besides, the mass
media should also be suited to the conditions prevailing in
each country; it must be in agreement with the prevailing
value-system and culture of each society.

With the revolutionary changes in the communication tech-
nology, the world has shrunk. The information and communi-
cation media has hence came to influence greatly the situ-
ations prevailing in the world at large. The revolution in the
realm of information and communication has added to the
existing imbalance at the global level and has obstructed the
free flow of information. The information and communication
has now been recognized as an equivalent of power - the
advanced countries, especially the Western, media and the

US imperialism pose a threat to the value system and cul-
ture of the States of the Third World.

One of the fundamental objectives of the Non-aligned Move-
ment has been to strive for a new information and communi-
cation order at the international level. This demand has sprung
as a reaction to the distorted image of the Third World coun-
tries presented by the Western monopoly in the field of in-
formation and communication. The new emerging Third World
countries have not only started resenting the Western mo-
nopoly but have alternatively felt the need of pooling their
own resources in the field of information and communication,



on the other, in a bid to get out of the clutches of US
imperialism and its allies. This has. qualitatively changed the
demand of the Third World countries from New International
Information Order (NIIO) to New International Information and
Communication Order (NIICO).

The non-aligned movement has had the history of a long
struggle for a New International Information and Communica-
tion Order. This struggle has not been without its stresses
and strains. The redeeming features of this struggle, how-
ever, is that presently the non-aligned movement has concre-
tised its demand for NIICO and has been taking relevant
measures to achieve it, though slowly but firmly.

The present study by Dr. Govind Narain Srivastava, an emi-
nent journalist and a consistent fighter in the struggle for
NIICO, is an important contribution. It amply demonstrates the
consistency of the non-aligned movement both in its percep-
tion and action, in striving for NIICO. He has made the study
up-to-date by citing the documents of the IX NAM Summit
recently concluded at Belgrade.

I am sure the study would be highly appreciated by the
intellectuals both in academics and the media.
20 September 1989
SYED SIBTEY RAZI

Member Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)



PREFACE

The importance of the sphere of information in the struggle
for peace, against the arms race, for developing mutually ad-
vantageous cooperation and understanding among peoples is
growing with every year. The mass media are called upon to
play an important role in the solution of many international
problems and first of all in removing the danger of nuclear
war. The mass media should serve the aims of peace and
trust, but at the same time they can also spread the poison
of strife among countries and nations.

A successful international pattern of cooperation in the field
of information can evolve only if it is recognised that infor-
mation systems in each country should evolve according to
its respective national genius and suited to the ‘conditions
prevalent in each country within the framework of the value
systems and culture in each society. Also, such cooperation
has to be bas:d on the recognition of the freedom of the
media, the need for plurality of sources of information and
independence of judgement. At the same time it has to be
recognised that there ‘must be’ a balanced presentatiQn of de-
velopments which is best achieved if the collection, assess-
ment and dissemination of- information is based on thé prin-
ciple of mutual respect between societies in difterent stages
of development whether the information relates to tribal and
other societies in early stages of development or aﬂluen4t or
technologically advanced post-industrial societies. In essence,
what is required is an attitude of humility, sympathy and
understanding of the striving of all peoples to improve the
quality of their lives. The intemational community should more
than ever before, draw its lessons from these painful reali-
ties, overcome its apprehensions, its misgivings, and act in a



spirit of solidarity and fruitful cooperation. Qur partners should
take into consideration the fact that New International Infor-
mation and Communication Order (NIICO) holds out for the
developing world, a promise of a conceptual framework and
an action programme which would permit them to overcome
all apparent imbalances and traces of underdevelopment.

One of the great documents of our times, the UNESCO
Declaration, starts with these words - Wars begin in the minds
of men. And it is there that the barricades of peace must be
set up. But in one of the cruel ironies of today, a resolute
struggle is being waged to do just the opposite - to pull down
the very bastions in the minds of men which can face the
onslaught of ideas towards war, conquest, hegemony and
exploitation by which the strong can prevail over the weak,
the rich over the poor, and the privileged over the dispos-
sessed. More appalling still is the determination to push the
world toward a global holocaust which could end our planet
Earth itself and its peace-loving people. Among the instru-
ments of this tragic process are the information and commu-
nication systems which, with ever-increasing technological in-
novations, invade the mind with relentless pressure to inform
selectively, to misinform cunningly, and to disinform mischie-
vously. The world witnesses- an impeded and unbalanced flow
of information which threatens culture, life-values and world-
views, which threaten societies themselves hoping to find a
place in the Sun.

The recent revolutionary changes in communication tech-
noliogies offer both challenges and opportunities to the non-
aligned countries. If they individually and collectively approach
the challenges offered by new technologies on the basis of
sound communication ‘policies within the framework of Non-
aligned Movement, the technologies will facilitate journey
toward the goal of a new world information order. If not, then
same new technologies may be a new threat and barrier to



the NAM objective of restructuring of economic and informa-
tion order. Also, there is a case for greater cooperation among
the non-aligned countries in the field of education, media and
cultural activities for more favourable mutual portrayal so that
the objective of better understanding, appreciation together with
greater mutual economic and political benefits could be
achieved in the interest of individual country’s prosperity and
the world peace.

It would be logical and appropriate to quote the celebrated
words of Mrs. Indira Gandhi as Chairperson of NAM and the
one who has remained an uncompromising champion of the
struggle for NIICO: "“If information is power, it is not merely
the power to impose, but also the power to resist. The non-
aligned should view communication in this sense. For us it
is a maior resource in enlarging our people's awareness and
in securing their participation in national and international
affairs. Even more, it is a potent instrument for world peace
and understanding. Let us use communication to open the
minds and hearts of people to the importance .of sharing and
cooperatively meeting the new challenges and opportunities
ahead of us.”

| express my sincere thanks to Dr. S.N. Talwar & Mrs.
Rekha Singh for their help.

NEW DELHI GOVIND NARAIN SRIVASTAVA
20 SEPTEMBER, 1989






Chapter |

INTRODUCTICN

News and views circulated through mass media have
significant bearing upon attitudes and actions relating to in-
ternational relations. With the revolution in communication tech-
nologies the world is shrinking into a global village, making
interdependence of nation-states imperative for the very sur-
vival of human race on this planet. Relentless battles for
minds are fought through mass media. Today, not only so-
phisticated technologies like satellites and computers are util-
ized to generate enormous news and information but subtle
techniques are put into operation to ‘colour’ such news and
information.

Information and communication obviously plays an essen-
tial role in shaping the life and fate of a nation today. The
Sean MacBride Report also known as “Many Voices, One
World" report refers to information as a “key-resource, on par
with energy or raw material.” Communication acts as a com-
plement to development and is concomitant with social
change. The widespread applicatioin of new technology is
indeed changing information into a resource, analogous to any
raw material. Access to information, control over informatiion,
the research and development capacity to stay in the infor-
mation technology are the most important factors in achiev-
ina the national target of economic growth. As economic com-
petition is intense among nations, the international rules of
controlling the flow of information are uniquely important.

It is closely observed that issues related to information flow
are not technical, rather they are political, social and more
economic in nature: Apart from this, the information flows cut
across the national border; it has the potential for exerting a



12

major inflences on the political, economic, social and cultural
direction of a country's overall development. There is also a
growing recognition that communication and information infras-
tuctures cater to particular needs. Also, the software, cultural
products to fuel them are essential elements to safequard the
cultural identity. This provides ample testimony to the new
awareness which has been generated among the nations, who
are deprived of the control of information.

The western developed countries hold the monopoly of
modern communication technology and international informa-
tion media. Development in modern times is regarded more
in economic term and the developing countries are plagued
by high rate of illiteracy, ignorance, low per capita income
and ever-increasing population growth. These factors become
stumbling blocks on the way to rapid social and economic
advancement. To these countries, investment in capital and
technology is boon. But the question raised here is where-
from they get the assistance for their investment? The an-
swer to a large extent lies in the manner of operation of
multinational corporations. As a result, most of the Third World
countries become mere appendage to a world-system whose
rationale has been laid down by the industrialised countries
and whose operations are also inevitably drawn in their fa-
vour. The third world suffers from the legacy of colonial domi-
nation and exploitation; the relation of the third world vis-a-
vis industrialised world can be historically characterised as re-
lationship between the centre and periphery. In short, today's
transnational power-structure acts internationally and operates
internally in each and every third world country. Besides, the
western industrialised countries have post-industrial society
communication system wherein the service sector eclipses ag-
riculture and manufacturing is regarded as a force of devel-
opment.

Within the complex framework of the transnational commu-
nication system, the news agencies of developed world pene-
trate deeply in the thrid world countries and come to play an
important role. The main agencies are: United Press Interna-
tional (UPI), Associated Press (AP), Reuters, and Agence
France Presse (AFP). They operate outside their countries
and exercise a deep influence on communication systems of
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the many countries where they operate. The western media,
like various news agencies has tremendous impact on third
world countries through audio-visual instruments and satellite
broadcasting. A few developed countries hold the entire string
of communication system. This paves way for the western
monopoly in the field of mass media in the entire world,
including the developing world.

The study of the mass media in the third-world countries
entails a lot of problems which do not have easy solutions.
Despite the size, population, termitory, the developing world
hardly gets any notice on the arena of world media. Another
important thing is that what is presented of the third-world is
a lopsided and distorted account. The values that foreign
media seeks to impose on developing countries often tend to
undermine people’s confidence. Even to exchange informa-
tion, the developing countries have to depend on western
media which transmits information with a slanting colour and
thereby rising the apprehension of the people in the Third-
World.

The people of developing countries are far less well off
than those of the developed ones since most of the deve-
loping countries are agrarian economies. They get less op-
portunity to enjoy or even afford the availability of mass media
facilities. Although the Third-World countries have sufficient
manpower and natural resources yet most of them are not
able to exploit these to their advantage by introducing new
technological know-hows. Under the impact of Industrial Revo-
lution the developed western countries have a treasure of raw
materials and also a readily available market to sell their
finished foods in third world countries which has remained
their colonies at one time or the other in the last few centu-
ries. This had brought a colossal loss to the developing
countries, especially the Afro-Asian and Latin American ones.
A similar dominant position of the West prevails in the field-
of communication, information and media field. The West
controls and runs the third world media as well.

All these facts made the third world countries understand
that the most objective way to overcome this legacy is to
establish their own means of exchange of news by building
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national news agencies and other media of information through
bilateral and multilateral systems for exchange of news among
themselves. Lastly, the determined efforts on the part of the
developing world have succeeded in changing the initial
western resistance to their demands and even to accept the
ligitimacy of these demands to some extent.

Thus the Third World countries have played an important
role in the evolution of ideas concerning the dependence of
the media, the imbalances in news flows and global commu-
nication pattern and the negative effects of this imbalance.

The main complaint of the developing world has been that
the vast majority of these countries have been reduced to a
state of passive receivers of information without having any
right to reciprocate. The problems arises due to the one-way
inforration-flow and the existence of both monopolistic or
oligarchistic trends in the field of international media. It has
been clearly voiced and complained that as the content of
information is largely produced by the developed countries, it
frequently spoils and distorts the image of the developing
countries. The fears of the Third World are generated by the
potentialities of the direct satellite broadcastings and this had
helped in raising the demand of a free, balanced flow of
information. The Third World countries have shown their
concern since the transmitted information both in content and
quality had tended to spoil their image.

This is how the call for a “New International Information
Order’, much distinct from the old order thas comeforth. The
developing countries rightly feel that such a new order is
absolutely necessary as communication and information are
essential factors in their national development. They rightly
opine that the establishment of the new system should be
founded on the principles of equality of rights and the right
of self-determination of these countries. Thus, transformation
of communication is conceptually related to and a close ally
of the New International Economic Order.

The demand for a free information and communication order
can be traced to the period of national liberation movement
in India. The leaders fighting for political independence in India
were conscious and concerned about the information imbal-
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ance and cultural domination even before the Third World
countries actually broke the shackles of foreign rule. This view
can be proved by what Gandhiji had stated in 1921:

I do not want my house to be walled in on all
sides and my windows to be stuffed. | want the
cultures of all lands to be blown about my house
as freely as possible but | refuse to be blown off
my feet by any.

It was in the same vein that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of India, and one of the architects of the
Non-Aligned Movement, in his message to the Asian Journal-
ists Conference in 1951 held at Tokyo had expressed the
hope that one day in the future we may be reading Asian
news as reported by Asian journalists who would have far
better understanding of Asian problems and Asian aspirations.

In this background, the non-aligned nations have inevitably
urged for the creation of a new international information and
communication order (NIICO). It is inevitable because all the
nonaligned and developing countries considered themselves
to be the part of same colonial heritage. They cherish to
establish an information and communication order which aims
at a universal, equitable, free, fair and balanced flow of in-
formation, keeping an eye on the changing social and eco-
nomic conditions of the present-day world. The objective in
minds of the developing world is the promotion of world
peace, understanding, combating racialism, apartheid and
colonialism in its entirety. In this context, Mustapha Masmoudi
aptly emphasized the importance of setting up of a new inter-
national information order.

Even the briefest history oi NIICO cannot afford to ignore
the name of Mustapha Masmoudi, a Tunisian intellectual who
belonged to the school of thinkers that belonged to the Fran-
cophone countries. Among them were the pioneer, Leopold
Cedar Senghor, statesman and President of Senegal, who
originated the concept of Negntude and Frantz Fanon, an
Algerian, who wrote the seminal book, “The Wretched of the
Earth.” This school of thought analysed decolonisation, as-
sessed the damage done to the cultures of colonies by the
erstwhile imperialistic rulers and devised ways and means for
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the restoration of cultural identities of the former colonies.

It is rightly believed that as in the case of other sectors
of ‘international life, the world is divided; one finds some media
giants and countless media dwarfs in the field of communi-
cation and information. As a result, the entire spectrum of
international information sources and communication system
is controlled and run by a few developed and industrialized
countries mostly from the West.

The third world dependency on the developed west is
rooted in the era of colonialism and imperialism. These erst-
while colonies acquired either nominal or somewhat complete
communication systems and were joined with their respective
metropolis mother-countries in order to facilitate the ruling of
the peripheries by the Centre. Not-withstanding the post-1945
decolonisation, the neo-colonial tendencies ‘still continue. Hence
the control of the developed West is the logical corollary to
the structural weaknesses of the third world viz., the under-
developed, and the dependent communication systems.

The non-aligned countreis, keeping all the above facts in
mind raised their voice for independence. In order to have
the free flow of information, they felt that there was an ur-
gent need to undo the colonial heritage and to decolonise
the old information order. Thus, the Declaration at Algiers
Summit (1973) rightly stated that there is “the need to reaf-
firm national, cultural identity and to eliminate harmful conse-
quences of the colonial era as well as to preserve their cul-
tures and national traditions”. In the subsequent non-aligned
summits viz. Colombo Summit (1976), the Havana Summit
(1979), New Delhi (1983) and Harare (1986), the same spirit
of a freer information world has been echoed by the repre-
sentatives of the third world countries. Apart from this, the
Tunis Symposium (1976), also highlighted the fact of making
the developing world more free from the domination of the
developed world.

In addition to the efforts made by the non-aligned coun-
tries in this regard, the Declaration at the 20th UNESCO
General Conference (1978) and 33rd U.N. General Assembly
Conference confirmed that there is the need for the creation
of a new international information order so as to strengthen
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peéce and global understanding in general and a healthy har-
monious relationship between the developed and developing
countries in this field in particular. Obviously, this is an im-
portant step towards the proposed new world order in the
field of communication and information.



Chapter Il

MASS MEDIA AND
THE THIRD WORLD

The organs ot mass media are seen in the Third World coun-
tries as instruments of development. They contribute to the
solution of social, political, and economic problems and con-
comitant needs of these countries. But the lamenting fact is
that they do not have their own media services. The West-
ern monopoly is quite explicit in this area. The developed
world use mass media as tools of their neocolonial control
over the third world countries. The developing countries also
resent the fact that in the name of the ‘free flow’ of news, it
is only one-way free flow - from the centre to the periphery;
from the developed West and North to developing East and
South countries. They realize that in the absence of reciproc-
ity about it, it is imbalanced, inequitous, biased, West-oriented
and impervious to the actual ‘'media needs of the third world,
whether in the field of collection, selection or dissemination.
One does not find and envisage any revolutionary change in
the situation; on the contrary the position of status-quo and
Western monopoly continues.

Most of the Thirld . World countries are not given the op-
portunity to operate an international news agency because it
lacks financial, technical and journalistic expertise for it. There-
fore, the developing world has to fall back upon the monopo-
listic four major western international news agencies for inter-
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national news. For example, through Reuters Economic Serv-
ice and AP-DOW zones, the Western agencies control the
world supply of business-news and through this news they
control the world supply of television news-film. The disad-
vantages of a monopoly is evident here. Having to deal
with a monopolistic source, the developing countries cannot
even claim the prerogative of a customer to be “always right”
and hence fail to demand satisfaction. The Western transna-
tionals have been unashamedly vocal about it and have of-
ten stated that they could not do much about it as it was
not viable for them to cater to the specialised requirements
of their clients in the Third World. Keith Fuller, the then
President of Associated Press even went to the extent of
saying, “Our basic aim is to supply an objective news report
for the American papers that own us. They pay the bills and
we are in business to cover the news for them.”

It is hence right that the Third World spokesmen insist that
the Western-owned transnational news agencies are not doing
justice to the developing world’s media needs and that they
are either under-reported or misreported. It is alse pointed
out by them that at the time of an international crisis or in
dealing with super-power tensions, the Western media fail to
present an objective, impartial, neutral, and an unbiased news-
service.

The western media, however, failed to see anything wrong
with the prevailing pattern of international news-flow. Hence,
as a reaction, the non-aligned nations raised the issue in
Algiers Summit (1973). As a parnt of the action programme
for economic co-operation, the Algiers Conference exhorted
the developing countries to take concerted action in the field
of mass communication in order to promote a greater inter-
change of ideas among themselves. To that end, the Action
Programme suggested:

(a) reorganisation of existing communication channels, which
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are the legacy of the colonial past and which have ham-
pered free, direct and fast communicafion between them;

(b) initiation of joint action for a revision of existing multilat-
eral agreements with a view to revising press cable rates
and facilitating faster and cheaper inter-communication;

(c) urgent steps to expedite the process of collective me-
mebrship of communication satellites and evolving of a
code of conduct for directing their use; and

(d) promotion of increased contact between the mass me-
dia, universities, libraries, planning and research bodies
and other institutions so as to enable developing coun-
tries to exchange experience and expertise and share
ideas.

It was also decided at the Algiers as a part of the action
programme that the non-aligned nations should exchange in-
formation on mutual achievements in all domains through
whatever media systems available, in their countries. This
included exchange of news, information, media programmes,
experts, cultural delegations, etc.

The same tone was echoed in the Nairobi session of
UNESCO in 1976. Also, Non-Aligned symposium on Mass
Media at Tunis (1976) declared that: “since information in the
world shows disequilibrium of favouring some and ignoring
others, it is the duty of the non-aligned countries to change
this situation and initiate a new order for information”. And at
a historic international seminar on mediamen in Stockholm
(1978) a thorough discussion was held which triggered in-
tense world-wide debate. Wide ranging questions like the very
concept of news, control of media structures, role of mutftina-
tional news agencies in information and communication flows
between nations were raised. The ‘free’ vs. "balanced’ flow
of information became the rallying points for the debate which
often witnessed intense rhetoric and strong positions.

o E e

LS}
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Imbalance in the flow of informaiton was in terms of defi-
ciency in the volume as well as in the content of the news-
flow among nations. Often such imbalance amounted to dis-
tortion or suppression. It meant not only a supra-abundance
of messages moving from a few metropolitan centres to the
periphery but also a disproportionately few from the periph-
ery, i.e., the Third World countries. It also meant that the
information disseminated was tailored to cater to the Western
consumerism which leads to the perpetuation of domination
over the receipient country. Some such examples of partisan
coverage in times of international crisis could be cited: Cu-
ban revolution in 1958, or the manipulation of the media in
the coverage of the war in Vietnam etc. In such cases, the

Western media gave an untrue and distorted account of the
events.

Derek Ingram has conceded that the international flow of
news is “not only one-sided but often irrelevant.” Further, he
noticed the ideological conflict between the communist and
the capitalist worlds creeping into western reporting. Most of
the reports about Third World countries are in the East-West
context, viewed either from the pro-Russian or the pro-Ameri-
can stance. Besides, there are numerous instance of political
bias shown by the Westem media against a non-aligned
country in the US-USSR rift on Cold War issues in the 1950s.
India had experienced such biased treatment during Dulles-

Eisenhover era and also in Nixon-Kissinger regime at the time
of the Bangladesh War in 1971.

But the irony of the situation is that while the developed
countries are more concerned with the content, quality and
relevance of the news they receive, the western monopolists
are generally ‘destructive’ of the quality and content of the
news disseminated regarding the developing countries. The
western agencies often disseminate the news and other in-
formation about thé Third World to their subscribers in the
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developed world to meet primarily the specifications of their
own value-system and tastes etc. There is SO much dissimi-
larity between the cultures of the developing and the devel-
oped world that it obviously does not suit the Third World
countries. The media needs of the affluent industrially-ad-
vanced Westem society obviously differ from that of the Third
World countries which are preoccupied with the basic prob-
lems of poverty, hunger, illiteracy and political instability. The
Western-media naturally presents a highly distorted account
of the Third World, which belies the reality.

There are major five news agencies — AP and, UPI of
USA, Reuters of Britain, AFP of France and TASS of the
Soviet Union; controlling four-fiftths of the world news. How-
ever, a very little attention is paid by these agencies to the
developing countries. It is clear from the various studies made
that a disproportionate volume of the news disseminated by
the western-news media originated, in one way or the other,
from USA; and that two-thirds of the world’s population of
the developing countries got less than one-third of the day’s
international news-budget.

There is another aspect of imbalance in the news received
by developing countries. This relates to the information gap
that exists in the flow of regional news. There is a lack of
news-flow within a region, particularly among neighbouring
countries. An example of South Asian countries may be taken
into account. There is less flow of news between India and
Pakistan or Pakistan and Nepal. It is because these coun-
tries are entirely dependent upon the western transnational
news agencies as they lack their own resources, both tech-
nical and financial. This information gap creates the cultural
and economic isolation between close neighbours in different
regions of the Third World. Of course, the non-aligned news
Fool is able to bridging up this regional news gap to some
extent.
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The Pool of News Agencies of Non-Aligned Countries (in
brief ‘Pool’) was formally launched in July 1976 at the New
Delhi Conference of Information Ministers and the represen-
tatives of the news agencies of the non-aligned countries.
According to the statement of the conference the objective of
the Pool is to expand mutual exchange of information among
the non-aligned countries in a spirit of collective self-reliance.
The Conference also observed serious inadequacy and im-
balance in means of communicating information which were
concentrated in a few countries reducing the great majority
of the countries to bring passive recipients of information. Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, the then Indian Prime Minister, in her address
to the Conference called upon the non-aligned countries to
know one another directly, not through western media. “Self
reliance in sources of information is as important as techno-
logical self reliance,” she declared.

The fifth NAM summit at Colombo hailed the New Delhi
decisions about setting up the Pool as “an important step
towards further cooperation among non-aligned countries in
establishing a balanced and equitable distribution of news and
information to the people of the world.” The Summit also
recommended setting up of necessary infrastructure, exchange
and consultation at various levels for promoting cooperation
in information and mass media. The subsequent Summit
Conferences at Havana and New Delhi commended the per-
formance of the Pool and noted with satisfaction the diplo-
matic success achieved over the years in various international
fora on the issue of information flows.

The distortion of news by the western media is also one
of the important things sought to be remedied. It does not
mean a false presentation of events but rather an arbitrary
selection of events and a slanted evaluation of reality.

One must admit that on the telecommunication front the
situation is even more inequitous. The satellite technology and
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its tremendous potentialities had awakened the Third World
countries both in terms of their apprehensions and keen
aspirations. The international telecommunication union’s tradi-
tional policy of “first come first served” has deprived the
developing countries of equal access to the vital natural re-
sources, the electro-magnetic spectrum and geostationary
satellite orbit. According to the MacBride Report, the deve-
loped countries utilise ninety per cent of the radio spectrum
and of satellite orbiting space and only ten per cent is used
by the developing countries.

Thus, one finds that there is a large gulf between the de-
veloped and developing countries in the free and balanced
flow of news services. It is, hence, necessary to go into the
reasons of such an inequality. Many factors are responsible
for the existing imbalance.

Welbur Schramm in “Mass Media and National Develop-
ment,” defines “a developing country as one in which the
annual per capita income is 300 dollars or less.” It is usually
agreed that two-third or more oi the world"s population comes
into this category which includes the developing and the
underdeveloped countries. The mass media facilities are avail-
able in lesser quantity in the developing and the underdeve-
loped countries as against the developed one.

Most of the developing countries have large ranging prob-
lems of poverty, hunger and excessive population growth not-
withstanding the fact that these are not devoid of manpower
and natural resources. However due to lack of tinancial con-
straints and technical knowhow, they are not in a position to
exploit these to their advantage. Most of the work force in
the Third World countries is engaged in agricultural sector
rather than the industrial one. Against this scenario, the in-
dustrialized nations not only find a treasure of raw material
for their industries but also a readily available market for their
finished products in the developing world. The developing
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countries are technically and financially poor. The financial
constriant stands in the way of their owing international news
agency. Thus, despite their size, territory, population, rich
natural resources, the developing countries hardly get any
notice in the world-media. Again, whatever is presented is
lopsided and a distorted picture is projected. Furthermore, the
value-system that foreign-media imposes on the developing
countries tends to undermine peoples’ confidence in these
countries. These countries hence recognise the fact that the
most effective way to overcome this legacy is to establish
their own means of exchange of news by building national
news agencies and other media of information.

Basically, two major problems are faced by most of the
Third World countries. Firstly, financial constraints in building
an information infrastructure needed for a news agency, and
secondly , paucity of cadres capable of organising and run-
ning news organisations. These two diffculties more or less
adversely affect the entire Third World.

In the 1970s, opinions gathered momentum within the de-
veloping world in favour of bilateral, multilateral, regional as
well as inter-continental cooperation in the sphere of news-
exchange. The Non-aligned News Pool was one such impor-
tant step in the direction. The objective of setting of the Pool
was to promote a free flow of news and information since
the developing world has now realised that their problems
cannot be resolved satisfactorily unless they tend to become
self-reliant in this field.

The New International Economic Order and the New Inter-
national Information Order are complementary in nature as
both englobe the problems posed by the imbalance, and in-
justice which characterises relations between the developed
and the developing countries in economic sphere and in the
media tront. The western leaders have criticised the setting
up af the Pool “as motivated rhetoric behind which the au-
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thoritarian regimes of the developing countries are seeking to
“hide their designs to suppress freedom of media, impose
censorship and deny access to sources of information to
foreign comespondents.” Not only this, they charge that the
Pool is a cover for conspiracy of the non-aligned countries
to keep out the western media and fill the vacuum with
governmental propaganda. The western media even states that
it is unfair to charge the worldpress agencies being respon-
sible for the imbalanced flow of information between the
developed and developing countries. It is stressed that the
information transmitted by these agencies cannot be imposed
on the Third World countries and that they are always free
to accept or reject it. The western media is quick to cite
some examples to prove that the Third World countries are
not mere “passive receivers.” One such example cited by them
is that of the American magazine, Time , which, they state,
has a large circulation in the Third World countries than in
USA itself.

However, such a criticism of the Third World position is
not valid. The general concept of the Pool as a new form of
cooperation in exchange of news and information among non-
aligned countries is that of relationship on equal footing. The
Pool is not intended to be an intemational or transnational
news agency in the sense the western news agencies e.g.
AP, UPI, AFP and Reuter are. It does not collect news on
its own nor distribute news under a single credit line. It is
merely an arrangement of exchanging news and information
through a network of distribution links. The idea emerged as
a reaction against the imbalance and bias in news flow due
to dominating position of the western news agencies in the
world agency. Instead, its primary aim is to fill the gap and
provide news and information about events and ‘points of view
that are, deliberately or otherwise, usually kept out of news
distributed by the western media services. It intends to focus
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on non-aligned and developing countries, their achievements,
aspirations and policies. Each participating agency is respon-
sible for selecting and distributing its news stories to the other
redistributing centre in this multidirectional flow at its own cost.
The receiving centre is free to use it or reject it. The agen-
cies can even edit it before further distributing to its sub-
scribers at home or to other pool partners. This proves how
the western agencies distort the position of the Third World,
often to its own advantage and to gain control and hold on
the Third World media.

In addition, the media of the developing world has suf-
fered from a common language problem. The Third World
countries have either been forced to retain the language of
their respective colonial master or to use the multiple lan-
guages spoken in the respective country. Hence, the gap
between the industrialized west and non-industrialized deve-
loping countries keeps on increasing. Also, there is the phe-
nomenon of monopolistic concentrations which has been ex-
tended from the press to the book publishing industry. For
example, in Britain, the Longman Publishing House is owned
by the Financial Times Group. Most European publishing
houses have subsidiaries in the developing countries, e.g.
Macmillan in India, Longmans in Africa who export most of
their books produced to the developing countries. The deve-
loping world purchases almost all their books from the deve-
loped world which again affects the cultural identity of the
Third World.

In addition to the control on press and even in the field
of radio short-wave broadcasting, the developed countries exert
tremendous influence on their erstwhile colonies. The tradi-
tional broadcasting which is now done through artificial satel-
lites, permits the exportation of millions of cinematographic
and photographic products, destined for local use by cinema
and television. It is estimated that the developed countries
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are able to export approximately ninety-eight per cent of these
products to developing countries.

As a consequence, the communication-media which includes
telecommunication viz., the telegraph, telephone and telex etc.
is largely owned by the developed countries and that helps
it to control all information media in the Third World coun-
tries. A survey shows that eighty per cent of telephones are
working in only two countries. i.e. UK and USA and the rest
twenty per cent is available in the rest of the world. This
again substantiates the hypothesis that the western-media has
a virtual monopolistic control. Furthermore, the sophisticated
communication-media which includes computers, data-banks,
telecommunication networks—also playing a very important role
in foreign trade—is monopolised by a few technically-advanced
western countries. In addition to the prevailing enormous gap
in material facilities between the developed and the develop-
ing countries, even the content of the media-messages origi-
nating from the developed countries have tended to restrict
the freedom of information.

UNESCO's Declaration on fundamerital principles of com-
munication and the need for a new international information
order is clearly based on the belief that the modern society
especially in the Third World, faces complex problems in the
field of information and communication owing to monopolistic
hold of the West on it. UNESCO therefore, rightly supports
the desire of the Third World countries of achieving a more
just and effective new world information and communication
order. It has been realized by it beyond doubt that the infor-
mation transmitted by the western press agencies to their
public regarding the Third World gives a very distorted and
even negative account.

UNESCO had for long taken keen interest in the commu-
nication development especially in the Third World; it has
carried out a number of communication projects in this part
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of the world. The projects of UNESCO has gone a long way
in pointing out that there is a coherent correlation between
communication and economic development. Information is now
a specific kind of a basic economic resource which performs
an important social function. In some other respects, the new
communication order is a precondition for the new economic
order; a just communication system is a sine-qua-non of all
economic activities between groups, peoples and nations.

The development of the mass-media has helped the west
to continue with its increasing domination. Through control on
the advertising even the contents of media message has been
influenced. This domination has further been strengthened
through concentration in the field of production by the emerg-
ing world-wide industrial monopolies. The developing countries
have hence realized that a new world information order must
take into account the commercial methods used by these large
monopolies for the promotion of their products.

Certain information experts in the developed countries
maintain that the deficiencies in the field of information and
communication in the developing countries stem from the
defective working of the local governments and their control
over the information-media. As a result, they argue, the jour-
nalists and mediamen can only transmit official information
and the presentation of divergent and critical opinions prohib-
ited. They opine that a journalist must have free access to
information sources. Again, it is alleged that in the develop-
ing world news correspondents are not given sufficient pro-
tection by the state, as against the developed countries, which
adversely affects the working conditions of the news-person-
nel. The West favours the state protection of media-person-
nel assigned the task of news dissemination. Some other
problems raised in the process are: How can news worth-
publishing be selected? What criterion should be used for this
choice? How much protection should be provided to the in-
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formation-personnel? These issues have been discussed thor-
oughly at national and international levels and one finds quite
divergent rather opposite views on these issues between the
experts of the developed and the developing world; and pri-
marily these views are in tune with the objective conditions
prevailing in each country.

It is in this background that the Third World countries
wanted a “new information order.” This is a basic necessity
today as the developing world is convinced about information
and communication being essential factors in the conduct of
international relations and particularly in the establishment of
a new system so ardently required in the developing world
to meet the aspirations of the newly independent states. Also,
in tune with the changed environment of the newly free Third
World, it rightly wants the new order to be based on free-
dom, unfettered development, equality of rights and the rights
of self-determination.

As development and communication in the Third World has
to cater to the same objective principles, it is important that
there should be cohesion of purposes between the state and
the people; they must work uni-dimensionally. Hence, there
should be the multidirectional flow of both horizontal and
vertical message — from the media to the public and from
the people to the media. The two must act in unison to strive
for better living conditions in the Third World states.

The efforts made by the non-aligned countries in this
regard are of vital importance. In 1976, in the Ministerial
Conference at New Delhi, the non-aligned countries reaffirmed
the imperative need for the emancipation and development
of national information media from the domination of news
agencies of advanced countries. It was earnestly felt that the
large majority of the people of the word should not be
denied the right to inform and be informed objectively and
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correctly.

The Non-aligned News Agencies Pool has brought about
some qualitative improvement in the coverage of news for
Asia, Africa and Latin America. The Pool has firstly led to
the increase in number of agencies and countries participat-
ing over the years. More than 100,000 words are carried
under this banner around the world everyday for use by its
87 participant countries. Secondly, the kind of critical notice
and comments the Pool has received from the western lead-
ers and media is important. The Pool has grown both in
volume and the range of news covered. It has become a
model of cooperation for regional and continental news ex-
change arrangement like OANA (Organisation of Asia and
Pacific New Agency), PANA (Pan African News Agency), ANN
(Asia-Pacific News Network), ASIN of Latin America, etc. The
establishment of the Pool has been a catalyst for the forging
of a large number of bilateral and multilateral agreements by
the news agencies and for the setting up of communication
links among them. The Pool has also influenced the opera-
tion of the major-national western news agencies which criti-
cised the establishment of the Pool. They have felt obliged

to step up their coverage of the Third World developing
countries including their achievements.

The Costa Rica Declaration (1976) has highlighted the fact
that communication has now come to be accepted as an
important factor of national relations between nations. The
Declaration stated that the national communication policies
should be conceived to meet the national realities and be
based on free expression of thought and respect for individ-
ual rights.

Later, in 1979, at Kuala Lumpur, it was stressed that the
communication should be considered both as a means of
affirming a nation’s collective identity and as an instrument
of social integration. Communication was stated to have a
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decisive role to play in the democratisation of social rela-
tions. Hence, the International Commission for the Study of
Communication Problems underlined the need of giving par-
ticular attention to problems relating to the free and balanced
flow of information in the world in general and the develop-
ing countries in particular. This alone, it has been felt, can
bring a more cohesive and harmonious relationship between
the different parts of the world, by ending the lopsided and
distorted presentation of the Third World by the monopolistic
media of the developed countries.



WESTERN MONOPOLY
IN THE FIELD OF
INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION

As in the case of other sectors of international life, a few
Jeveloped western countries dominate and control the entire
nternational communication systems and sources of informa-
ion. Also the dependence of the Third World on them opens
‘he road of their imperialism. The imperialism of the West is
sased on insufficiently developed, national information systems
~hich most of the Afro-Asian and Latin American countries
inherited from their respective colonial masters. Due to one-
sided control over the sophisticated telecommunication includ-
ing telex, computer facilities, television and news satellites with
inadequate financial, technical and human resources, the
developing countries’ dependence on western media monopo-
lies is increasing with every passing day. The imperialist
powers use the mass media as instruments of their neo-co-
lonialist control over the Third World countries.

The phenomenon of western monopoly in the field of media
is not a new concept. Even in the days of the pigeon-post
and later during the nineteenth century, European statesmen,



34

monarchs and heads of the state had monopolised the media
comprising only of newspapers and the news-agencies. Brit-
ain, France and Germany were ihi- three major powers of
that time, who used the press a. &:- instrument to advance
their political interests and also as a weapon against each
other. Thus, Reuter, Havas and Wolf*2, the three news agen-
cies, controlled by these powers respectively were used to
indulge in all sorts of propaganda to further their interests.

These news-agencies played a very significant role in
shaping a country’'s foreign policy. This point can be illus-
trated if one takes the examples of the role played by Reuter
in Iran and Prussia, by Wolffe in Prussia and Havas in
France. Indeed, the Triple Alliance between Italy, Germany
and Austria was formed in 1882 through a close collabora-
tion of Stefani of Rome, Wolffe of Berlin and Korrespondenz
Bureau of Vienna to crush Hava’s dominant position in Eu-
rope. Kent Cooper in his book, Barriers Down has dealt with
Reuter's world-news monopoly to state that “the foreign propa-
ganda carried on through these channels over a hundred
years had been one of the causes of wars, and that the
news barriers erected around Germany had contributed to
Hitler's rise to power and the eventual outbreak of World War
Il within the short space of twenty years.” Further, he even
accused Reuter of “a domination the like of which for inter-
national ramifications complications and regimentation of world
opinion, has never been equalled.” He rightly said that “inter-
national attitudes have developed from the impression and
prejudices aroused by what the news agencies reported.
Monopoly made the system of deception work.”

From the above account, it is clear that Reuter was used
a vital instrument of imperial Britain's foreign policy. The
German newspaper, Berliner Tageblatt in 1918 commented:
. even mightier and more dangerous than the fleet or the
army is Reuter.” The first Britain Royal Commission Press
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Report in 1948 emphasised the vital importance of news
agency as “the press as a part of our political machinery
which is essentially partisan, and it is a highly competitive
industry the principles of whose being is to maintain high
circulations.”

Also, in the 19th century, imperiai Britain was the super
power that laid down the law for ik rest of the world. The
doctrine of “Free Trade” was impcsad umon other countries
for its own prosperity. This enabled Britai :c spread its in-
fluence and command of international telecommunications
through its near-monopoly ownership of the submarine cable-
system around the world. It proved beyond doubt that com-
munication was a power through which a country could ac-
quire a stranglehold in the economy and culture of other
nations of the world.

But the post-Second World War era has been character-
ised as American monopoly of international communication and
a shift from the imperial British Power. The end of World
War Il found the USA emerging as the world's unchallenged
super-power, economically dominating and politically stable.
The basic motive with the then American leaders was to hold
the string and thereby command and dominate the interna-
tional communication system. The war-time development of
communication technology had proved that the USA was far
ahead of her war-fatigued allies. The world leaders had by
now understood that the monopoly of communication and
through it control on information was the key to international
power and hence the USA's dominance would be generally
all pervasive on the rest of the world. Like Britain's pre-war
slogan of “free trade”, the doctrine of “free flow of informa-
tion” adopted by the Americans essentially served and fos-
tered USA’s vital self-interest. By introducing this altruistic doc-
trine, USA could obviously become the greatest beneficiary.

Commenting on the US stance on Freedom of Information
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at the UNESCO Conference in 1948, the Economist stated:
“It was the impression of most delegations that the Ameri-
cans wanted to secure for their news agencies that general
freedom of the market which has been the object of all their
initiatives in commercial policy; that they regard freedom of
information as an extension of the charter of the International
Trade Organisation rather than as a special and important
subject on its own. And the stern opposition they offered to
Indian and Chinese efforts to protect infant national news
agencies confirmed this impression.” In order to maintain her
super power status, the USA inevitably wanted it to retain its
control over the technical facilities of international information
and thereby command the global communications.

The advent of electronic-era in the field of information has
shown that the possessor of this miraculous gadget was to
have an unprecedented economic and cultural hold on the
rest of the world, a phenomenon which was totally missing
during the pre-war imperialism period. It was just like an
octopus with the twin tentacles i.e. transnational media serv-
ices and operation of transnational corporation that controls
the media. It helped the USA in checkmating the growing
power of the Soviet Union, a potential rival, and this was
culminated in the Cold war of the 1950s.

It is apparent from Washington's official pronouncements,
from time to time, that the USA wanted to utilise mass media
at the international level to promote its image and foreign
policy objectives. John A.R. Lee has rightly pointed outs: “It
is self-evident that the content of the international flow of
communications and the ‘news flow' cannot be unrelated to
the power interests of the political or economic owner of the
news medium and in the same way the interests of the
medium owner cannot deviate from those of the social class
in power in a society.”

It is worth quoting here from reports of the Congress Com-
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mittee on “Winning The Cold War” and “ldeological Opera-
tions And Foreign Policy”: “. . . cerain foreign policy objec-
tives can be pursued by dealing directly with the people of
foreign countries rather than dealing with their governments,
through the use of modern instruments, and techniques of
communications. It is possible today to reach large or influ-
ential segments of national populations — to inform them, to
influence their attitudes, and at times perhaps even to moti-
vate them — to a particular course of action. These groups
in turn are capable of exerting noticeable, even decisive,
pressures on their governments.” This is how the US control
on information and communication is intended to percolate
down to influence those sections of its population who could
in turn become the opinion-puilders for the rest of the people.
Besides, there are powerful private print-media spearheaded
by Associated Press and United Press International, supple-
mented by the New York Times and Washington Post — Los
Angeles Times' feature services. Other American feature syn-
dicates reinforced by Times, Newsweek, Reader's Digest,
Disney Comics as well as the television programmes from
Kojak to “I Love Lucy”, constitute the real intellectual attrac-
tion among the intelligensia and the elite in the various de-
veloping countries.

Apart from the AP, UPI, Reuter and AFP, the two Ameri-
can major feature services i.e. New York Times and Wash-
ington Post-Los Angeles Times services monopolise world-
news spectrum in a unique way. The circulation of Readers
Digest, Time, Newsweek and Herald Tribune enjoy the
worldwide circulation.

Professor Herbert Schiller has introduced a new concept
in the Study of Communication viz. “Public Diplomacy.” It deals
with the causes and effects of public attitudes and opinions
which influence the formulation and execution of foreign poli-
cies. This new concept has mobilised public opinion in fa-
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vour of the space exploration programme which in turn has
contributed substaintially to the American stature in the inter-
national arena. Since 1950s, one finds American monopoly
existing in the domain of communication and information.

Besides, there are many other imperialist news-agencies
which are active particularly in the developing countries, as
most of the Afro-Asian and Latin American countries do not
have news agencies of their own. One study states that 79
per cent of all foreign news press originated in four major
international news agencies with UP| and AP alone, supply-
ing as much as 60 per cent of the entire information. Some
important news-agencies in the field are:

1. Associated Press is a US news agency which dissemi-
nates the highest circulation of information in the Asian
countries and in turn receives the same ag well.

2. United Press International (UPI) is the second news
agency which sends information to about 99 countries.

3. Reuter is a leading news-agency running offices in 69
developing countries. Its news-bulletins reach about 138
countries.

4. Agency France Presse (AFP) is the French news-
agency and is at number four amongst the leading
imperialist countries’ agencies.

5. Deutsch Presseagentur (DPA) is the West German
news-agency which uses the resistance against the other
four in the developing countries to force its way into
the information market. By now, it publishes three main
African bulletins.

Apart from these agencies, another Category of news pro-
ducers is coming into the field; it is the film producers who
sell their material to television stations. The following belong
to this category: (1) VIS News is a joint venture of the Brit-
ish BBC, the Canadian BBC, the Australian, BBC, New Zea-
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land's NZBC, and Reuter, broadcasting television news and
current film material to 174 stations in 97 countries. (2) UPITN
is also a joint venture of the American UPI and the British
News ITN and Global communications Co. Everyday, it sup-
plies its material to 100 foreign television stations. These two
US agencies are very -active mainly in Afro-Asian countries.
(3) Besides these two agencies, West Germany has one i.e.
DPA-etc. which produces background material on current is-
sues and supplies its products to more than fifty television
stations.

Not only in the news-services but also through their broad-
casting services, the imperialists’ monopoly situation contin-
ues as the radio-set is a wide spread mass-media next only
to newspapers in the Third World. By controlling the broad-
casting stations, they retain their overall authority especially
in the Third World countries. Many of the Third World coun-
tries operate their own broadcasting stations only at shor
ranges, whereas powerful imperialist stations like Voice of
America, BBC and Deutsche Welle in different languages is
received almost all over the world. In this context, Frankfurter
Rundschau (July 1981) has admitted that imperialist “broad-
casts produced in many languages and transmitted in the
shortwave-band reach all continents and correspond to the
political interests of their originators.” The continuous interfer-
ence in the developing world has often resulted in intellec-
tual colonialism based on foreign values of the developed
world.

The US administration's official instrument for external
propaganda broadcast is the Voice of America (VOA). This
station operates 800 hours per week in 38 languages. This
programme concentrates on spreading the anti-communist
propaganda on the one hand, and encouraging the western
ways, especially American, of thought and behavior. During
some of the most important international crises, Voice of
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America has played a vital role. One can take the examples
ot US intervention in Korea (1950 to 1953), Cuban crisis
(1962) and the US intervention in the Dominican Republic in
1965. In the mid-sixties, it increased the volume of its Viet-
namese broadcasts by 700 per cent in a bid to unjustifiably
win over the public opinion in the Vietnam war. Besides the
international issues, it also had openly interfered in the
domestic affairs of some of the developing countries. The
example of Iran and Afghanistan can be cited. VOA works
around the clock in broadcasting Arabic programmes. Relay
stations in Bangkok (Thailand), Colombo (Sri Lanka), Tanger
(Morocco), Monrovia (Liberia), Kavala and Rhodos (Greece),
on the British island agencies in the Atlantic Ocean, and in
the Philippines, guarantee VOA that it can be received
almost in all the developing countries.

The Pentagon has pointed out that the broadcasting serv-
ice of American forces, the American Forces Network (AFN)
has managed to surpass even its fellow stations namely the
VOA as regards the number of its listeners is concerned. It
broadcasts in all countries where US forces are stationed.
Basically, it comprises about 400 stations connected to five
main networks, more than sixty stations are installed on board
of US Navy Vessels crusing off Afro-Asian and Latin Ameri-
can shores. The United States spends about 35 million dol
lars on propaganda broadcasts and this amount is increasing
every year.

Next to the Voice of America, it is the British Broadcast-
ing Corporation (BBC) which deserves a significant mention.
It operates external services in English and other thirty-eight
foreign languages. These external services are on the air of
710 hours per week. In 1980, the BBC foreign language pro-
grammes’ budget amounted to about £ 43 million. Thus, it
certainly comes second on the list of imperialist, government-
controlled, external propaganda institutions. It also has a long
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standing experience in psychological wartare. Among other
programmes, weekly BBC broadcasts scheduled for Africa
amount to 19 hours; for the Middle East it is 63 hours: for
the Southeast Asia it is 50 hours; for the Far-East it is 49
hours and for Latin America it devotes 44 hours. Thus, the
BBC plays a very significant role in disseminating western
propaganda in the developing countries.

Apart from these international broadcasting service agen-
cies, the Deutsche Welle (DW) is used as the Federal Re-
public of Germany's main instrument of external propaganda.
The elites refer to it as the “foreign region of the FRG broad-
casting service.” It operates 588 hours in a week in German
and thirty-three foreign languages. It broadcasts 91 hours for
Africa; 65 hours for Asia and 50 hours for the Middle East
and Northern Africa, and 42 hours for Latin America.

One can thus find that the mass-media monopoly products,
starting from daily newspapers and magazines to broadcast-
ing on the one hand, and the sophisticated information
media produced in capitalist metropolis by specialized
information services, on the other, reach people in the deve-
loping countries in a bid to influence them. In other words,
the intelligentsia and elite, once influenced, become the
opinion-builders and thus muttiply westemn information and
ideas. The neo-colonialist ideologists also tend to influence
the cultural values of the developing world by selling the
products that will encourage western life-styles in the deve-
loping countries. Thus, both overtly and covertly, the imperi-
alist powers succeed in installing their supremacy in the field
of information and communication.

As against the above scenario, nearly two thirds of the
world’s population resides in the developing countries. Thus,
there is a striking imbalance in the total circulation of na-
tional newspapers. Approximately, the ratio is 6:1 in favour
of newspapers published in the industrialized countries. The
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imbalance: is so blatant that some developing countries do
not have a national newspaper at all and some have only
one: and hence have a very small share in the world's mass
mecia. Although, the developing countries account for 70 per
cent ot world's population, it accounts for only 22 per cent
of all published book-titles, 17 per cent ot all printed news-
papers, 9 per cent of all newsprint consumptions, 27 per cent
of all broadcasting station, 18 per cent of all radio sets, 5
per cent of all television stations and 12 per cent of all tele-
vision sets. This is a picture of the naked media-imperialism
imposed by the western-developed countries on the Third
World. Another facet of the story is that transnational mo-
nopolies are controlling the international media-industry, its
marketing and distribution networks. In this context, Herbert
Schiller writes: “Mass communications are now a pillar of the
emergent imperial society, messages made in America radi-
ate across the globe and serve as the ganglia of national
power and expansionism . . . . National authority over atti-
tude creation and opinion-formation in the developing world
has weakened and is being relinquished to powerful external
forces. The facilities and hardware of international information
control are being grasped by a highly centralised communi-
cation complex, resident in the US and largely unaccountable
to its own population.”

As a corollary to this, the Tampere-UNESCO Studies (1973)
has indicated that the free flow of information, reinforced by
economic power has led to a worldwide situation in which
the cultural autonomy of many developing nations is increas-
ingly subordinated to the communication outputs and perspec-
tives of a few powerful market dominated economies. As for
instance, the practice of importing TV programmes in the de-
veloping countries effectively creates outposts within their own
borders for exercise of influence in the interest of the coun-
tries from which the programmes are obtained.



43

Therefore, the extension in communication technology to
the developing countries of the world has not resulted in a
more balanced information flows in comparison to the indus-
trialised ones. Olof Hulton aptly commented: “Of all the broad-
casting hours (including news items) transmitted by the in-
telsat system and received by various earth stations, over 90
per cent originate in the USA and Europe alone, and one is
bound to conclude, if anything, satellites have only confirmed
by traditional patterns of flow.”

Besides, it is also witnessed that the imperialist intelligence
agencies play a subversive role in distorting information and
in integrating the media into their intelligence operations. For
example, the CIA controls the “Copley News Service” and
the “Latin News Agency.” Similarly, the Inter-American Press
Association is closely cooperating with the CIA: and its spe-
cial targets are Cuba and Nicaragua.

To combat communism, the capitalist western press has
helped in the emergence of various organisation. One such
example is the “International Organisation for Freedom of
Information” in Egypt with the top objective of encouraging
and spearheading anti-communism in the Middle East. The
Finish publicists, Lindfors and Rislakki, have disclosed that
about fifty newspapers, magazines, news agencies and broad-
casting stations were directly controlled by the CIA.

Taking into account the virtual monopolistic hold of the
West, a UNESCO Commission (February 1980) voiced its
concern regarding the increasing number of news-satellite
which expose the Third World countries to broadcast carrying
falsified information on their international situations, and at the
same, giving the Third World no opportunity to counter the
misinformation campaign. In 1980, the Mexican newspaper
“Exelsion” rightly accused the western press of making the
propaganda in favour of inevitable wars — local, iegional and
even global. This kind of newsmaking corresponds to the
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imperialists’ interests because those wars would not be fought
on their territories, but in the disputed “spheres of influence”
existing in the developing countries. In the same vein, the
Conference of African Information Ministers has pointed out
that Africa continued to be the target of a well-designed and
dangerous operation aiming at perpetuation of great power
domination over the continent.

In order to put an end to the western monopoly in the
field of media, the non-aligned countries have made some
serious and rigorous attempts. They have advocated for the
establishment of a new global information and communication
system. In various summits of NAM, this spirit is clearly re-
flected. Yet, in 1985, the Yugoslav news agency “Tanjug” re-
ported that despite efforts by NAM, the situation was not
significantly changed. There is still “the domination of big
western news agencies and newspapers.” To combat this
situation, more rigorous steps need to be taken by the de-
veloping countries to have their own media-agencies. The
NAM and other developing countries must take suitable steps
to free themselves from the monopolistic control of the west-
ern industrialised countries failing which one does not envis-

age the establishment of a harmonious and judicious world-
order.
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Chapter IV

NEED FOR A NEW
INTERNATIONAL
INFORMATION ORDER

The Third World countries have rightly realized that there
exists a wide gulf between them and the technically-advanced
West in the sphere of information and communication. A few
western developed countries control and run the entire media
system of the world. The dependence on western media, im-
balances in news flow and faulty global communication pat-
tern and its negative effects on the Third World has made
them aware of the situation and prepared them to struggle
for a proper solution to these problems. It is heartening to
note that the non-aligned countries have played a tremen-

dous role in a bid to evolve a new international information
and communication order.

The concept of NIICO, in true sense of the term around
1970 acquired international attention. In the beginning, the
Third World countries felt that certain powerful and techno-
logically advanced states exploit their advantages to exercise
a form of cultural and ideological domination on them which
jeopardizes their natural identity. Also, the Third World expe-
rienced problems raised by one-way information flow and by
the existence of monopolistic and oligopolistic trends in inter-
national flows. It was the result of a deep analysis of the
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realities in the field of information and communication in the
late 60s and early 70s. This analysis produced three main
thesis: gap between developed and developing countries in
the distribution of means of information, imbalances in the
international flow of information and distortion and manipula-
tions regarding contents of information. As regards big gap
in the distribution of means of information and an underde-
velopment in the communication infrastructure in the develop-
ing countries it is stated that while in 1970 there were 300
newspapers, 532 radio receivers, and 237 TV receivers per
1,000 inhabitants in the developed countries, there were no
more than 30 newspapers, 43 radio receivers, and 9 TV
receivers per 1,000 inhabitants in the developing countries.
As regards big imbalances in the international flow of infor-
mation there is a big stream of information from the western
centres into the developing countries whereas only a ‘stream-
let’ is flowing back from these countries into the industrial-
ized world. So far as distortions and manipulations regarding
the content of information distributed by the dominating
transnational media corporations, it is known that while re-
ports about developing countries concentrate on ‘negative
events’ like coup d'etats, disasters and catastrophes, they
ignore ‘positive news’, like efforts to overcome illiteracy, to
develop the national economy -ef to solve social problems.

Further, the Third World dependency on the developed
West is rooted in the era of colonialism and imperialism. As
a result of colonial exploitation, these erstwhile colonies ac-
quired either nominal or somewhat sketchy communication
systems which joined them with their respective metropolis,
to facilitate the ruling by the Centre of the peripheries. This
structural weakness made the Third World suffer from an
underdeveloped and dependent communication system which
presented an untrue and often a distorted picture regarding
them tending 1o show them inferior in all respects as com-
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pared to their industrialised counter-parts in the West.

It is in this background that the non-aligned countries raised
their voice for independence in free flow of information. They
felt the urgent need to undo the colonial heritage and to “de-
colonize” the old information order, to remove the existing
imbalances in t(he free flow and to democratize the global
information and communication process. Besides, they felt “the
need to reaffirm national, cultural identity and to eliminate
harmful consequences and the colonial era as well as to
preserve their cultures and national traditions” as the Algiers
Summit Declaration had put it.

Like the proposed new world political and economic or-
ders, the non-aligned nations have inevitably urged for the
creation of a new international information order. The non-
aligned and developing countries regarded themselves as a
part of the same colonial legacy, suffering from similar colo-
nial pr-blems and hence calling for a concerted and joint front
to im.cove their lot. The establishment of an “Information and
Communication Order” aiming at a universal, equitable, free,
fair and balanced flow of information in consonance with the
changing social and economic conditions of the world is seen

as concomitant, rather complementary to the demand for New
International Economic Order.

The demand for NIICO, in an abstract form started when
the Algiers Summit (1973) called for a re-organisation of com-
munication networks “inherited from the colonial past”, in order
that non-aligned countries should communicate among them-
selves ‘freely, directly and rapidly.” An Action Programme was
set and approved to, achieve this objective. There was provi-
sion in favour of the revision of tariffs for news reports in
order to facilitate further and cheaper communications. It also
included the acceleration of the process of collective acquisi-
tion of communications satellites and the elaboration of a code
of conduct for regulating the manner of their use. An impor-
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tant point was made in the programme with the objective of
Closer contacts among information agencies, academic insti-
tutions, planning and research bodies in most of the non-
aligned countries in order to carry out an exchange of expe-
riences and technological knowhow to share their ideas re-
spectively. It was a stepping stone towards the cooperation
and harmonious understanding in the entire information and
communication systems, on the part of NAM.

Since Algiers Summit of Non-aligned Countries (1973), there
has been a sea-change in this particular field. It is largely
determined by rapid advance in technology on the one hand,
and a deeper understanding of the role of communication in
all facets of human development including its impact on inter-
national relations, on the other. The subsequent summits
therefore grappled with some of the specific issues connected
with the demand of NIICO.

Then, in Tunis Symposium (1976), the non-aligned coun-
tries stated pointedly that “it was the duty of the non-aligned
countries to alter the imbalanced situation to decolonize in-
formation and to conceive of a new world order for informa-
tion.”

The Colombo Summit (1976), in the first instance, empha-
sised that a new international order in the field of informa-
tion and mass communications “is as vital as a New Interna-
tional Economic Order”, because the colonial legacy in com-
munication capabilities of the non-aligned “had created a situ-
ation of dependence and domination in which the majority of
countries are reduced to being passive recipients of biased,
inadequate and distorted information. The fuller identification
and affirmation of their national and cultural identity thus,
enable them to rectify this imbalance and to take urgent steps
to provide greater momentum to this new area of mutual
cooperation.” Therefore, the Colombo Summit of non-aligned
countries underlined emancipation and development of national
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information media as an integral part of “the overall struggle
for political, economic and social independence for a large
majority of peoples of the world who should not be denied
the right to inform and to be informed objectively and cor-
rectly.” Moreover, it was rightly felt thas self-reliance in sources
of information is as important as technological self-reliance,
since dependence in the field of information in turn, retards
the very achievement of political and economic growth. While
seeking the stated objective, it was mentioned in the Decla-
ration of Colombo Summit that the non-aligned states pursue
these efforts “by more active cooperation on a bilateral, re-
gional as well as inter-regional basis and by coordinating their
activities in the forums. In this context, the Non-aligned Press
Agencies Pool (1976) headed by India made attempts to end
the stranglehold of the western news agencies on the free
and balanced flow of information from and to the Third World.
The Pool also supported coordination on communication in
Audio-Visual field.

The Costa Rica Declaration (1976) highlighted the fact that
communication has now come to be accepted as an eminent
factor of national renaissance. At the same time it serves as
a peaceful force in relation amongst nations. It has been sug-
gested that national communication policies should be con-
ceived in the context of national realities, free expression of
thought and respect for individual and social rights.

Besides, the demands of the non-aligned states for a New
International Information and Communication Order has been
fully reflected in the approval by the 20th UNESCO General
Conference (1978) Declaration. It envisages that the news-
media should aim at strengthening international peace and
understanding. It was also affirmed in the 33rd United Na-
tions General Assembly the need for setting up of a more
just and effective information order. Besides, the International
Commission for the Study of Communication Problems also
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dwelled on the same theme. The stress of all these efforts
has been on problems of free and balanced flow of informa-
tion in the world and to take care of specific needs for the
Third World countries.

In 1979, at Kuala Lumpur all aspects of communication
policy were discussed. It was stressed that communication is
a means both of affirming a nation's collective identity and
as an instrument of social integration. The Conference be-
lieved that communication has a decisive role to play in the
democratisation of social relations as it permits the mutli-di-
rectional flow. It acts both horizontally and vertically; convey
a messages from the media to the public and from the public
to the media; it also has the feed-back mechanism and hence
is a continuous and integral process.

In the same year, at the Havana Summit it was pointed
that the non-aligned and other developing countries had made
notable progress “along the path of emancipation and devel-
opment of national information-media” and stressed that the
cooperation in the field of information is an integral part of
the struggle of NAM and other developing countries for the
creation of new international relations, in general, and a new
international information order in particular. Here the impor-
tant thing regarded in this direction was not merely the
emancipation of national information sources from dependence
on external sources, but also “the realization of active partici-

pation in mutual communication and cooperation on broader
international plane.”

The 1980s opened with the adoption of a Declaration of
Principles on the New International Information Order, ap-
proved by the Fourth Meeting of the Inter-Governmental
Council (IGC) (Baghdad, June 1980). This key event consid-
ered that NIICO is based among other things, on:

1. The fundamental principles of international law, notably
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self-determination, sovereignty and non-interference;

The right of people and individuals to an objective pic-
ture of reality by means of accurate and comprehensive
information;

- The right of every nation to develop its own independ-

ent information system, in particular by regulating the
activities of transnational corporations;

The right of every nation to make known worldwide its

interests, aspirations and its political, moral and cultural
values; )

The right of every nation to resist, within constitutional
limits, the distribution of false or distorted infor_mation;

The right of every nation to participate at governmAen’t-al
and non-governmental level in the international exchange
of information under favourable conditions.

The Declaration considered further that the New International
Information Order is intended to contribute to:

i)

i)

iiii)

iv)

The establishment of a New International Economic
Order;

The struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neocoloni-
alism, racism, including Zionism, apartheid and all forms

of foreign aggression, occupation, domination and inter-
ference;

The promotion of human rights through intensified ef-
forts to consolidate social, economic and cultural devel-

opment and to oppose hunger, -diseases, illiteracy and
unemployment; and

Strengthening peace and international understanding,
safeguarding detente and promoting disarmament.

A media conterence of the Non-aligned (NAMEDIA) was

held in New Delhi from December 9 to 12, 1983. Previously,
in the seventh Nonaligned Summit (March 1983) the Heads
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of States of non-aligned countries had devoted serious atten-
tion to the need for a New World Information and Communi-
cation Order

Wolfgang Kleinwachter of International Organisation of Jour-
nalists in a paper on the aims and principles of NIICO ob-
served that in Dec:mber 1983, the First Conference of Media
Experts of the Non-Aligned Countries (NAMEDIA) was organ-
ised in New Delhi. The Report of the NAMEDIA Conference
prepared the Conference of the Minister of Information of Non-
Aligned Countries, held in Jakarta, in January 1984. The
Conference of the Ministers of Information adopted a Decla-
ration, an appeal to the mass media and several recommen-
dations. In the Jakarta Declaration, the Minister-of Informa-
tion stressed. that “the right to communicate is a fundamental
human right and that information is a vital resource, centra|
to the exercising of political, economic and cultyrg|
power."They reaffirmed the fact, “that the international magg
communication media are dominated by the transnational newg
agencies and corporate structures which exercise a monop.
oly over the world’'s major communication media . . . | Thjg
has given rise to imbalance quantitively, in the flow of news
between developed and developing countries and among de-
veloping countries and, qualitatively, in the interpretation of
news to the disadvantage of the developing countries” The
ministers stressed the necessity “to rectify this situation,” ang
they called again for a “decolonization of information.” They
underlined that “each country must be able to develop its
own public communication policies and systems, free from
external interference or intervention, in accordance with its
history, its social values, its cultural traditions, its political and
development priorities.”

The NAMEDIA Conference made several recommendations
to strengthen the action towards the stated objectives and
stressed the need to establish a new equilibrium and a greater
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reciprocity in the flow of information to the and from the de-
veloping countries, as also between these countries by
strengthening and expanding the mass media and informa-
tion infrastructure in the developing world. Further, it endorsed
the recommendation for a general conference of the Minis-
ters of Information within six months of every conference of
Heads of States of Governments.

The underlying purpose of NAMEDIA is to strengthen and
carry our the concept of NIICO. It also aims at promoting
cooperation within the Non-aligned Movement for self-reliance
in communication, a regular exchange and understanding
among the media personnel of the non-aligned countries.

The broad objectives of the NAMEDIA Conference are:

1. to consider ways and means of speedily realizing the
goals of the New World Information and Communication
Order, to deepen and enrich understanding of its objec-
tives and to coordinate approaches and programmes
which can be steadily carried out in the context of pro-
liferating technological development and their impact on
information and communication activities:

2. to exchange national experience and to explore new pos-
sibilities of mutual cooperation among media personnel
of the non-aligned countries so as to achieve collective
self-reliance in professional and technological fields;

3. broadly to project the appreciation and thinking of the
media personnel of the non-aligned countries on prob-
lems of common concern, before the meeting of the Mini-
sters of Information of the Non-aligned countries takes
place;

4. to consider steps to build international support for the
current effort of UNESCO and International Programme
for the Development of Communication (IPDC) to help
correct the imbalances that obstruct the global flow of
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information and restrict communication capabilities among
a chosen few; and

5. finally, to explore how regular contacts can be estab-
lished among the media personnel of the non-aligned
countries for exchange of views.

Besides, an Indian National Preparatory Committee consist-
ing of a representative spectrum of media-personnel was also
brought into existence. A steering group has proceeded with
the task of determining the scope of the proposed confer-
ence and its practical implications.

At the Eighth Summit in Harare in September 1986, in the
Political Declaration the Heads of State reaffirmed ‘the neegd
further to intensify cooperation among non-aligned countries .

- in the field of information and the mass media as to
establish the New International Information and Communica-
tion Order on the basis of the free and balanced information
and speedily to remove disparities in communication capabili-
ties which in the era of rapid technological advances Create
New imbalances and place new and complex Obstacles 1o
democratization of the global information and communication
process.” Finally, at the Harare Summit, the non-aligned Heads
of States and Govemments urged the need to strengthen
coordination within the United Nations system with a view to
apply the Principles of the proposed.new order so that the
Ur‘med Nationg Department of Public Information could increase
printed ang audio-visual information, enhance public aware-
"‘?Ss of the issues of common interest especially to the non-
aligned and other developing countries.

The_ VerY idea of the establishment of NIICO faces immense
oppgsmon from the western-developed countries who want to
continue with their existing privileged position and hence fa-
vour the statys quo. Again, the non-aligned countries have
been keen in avoiding a confrontationist stance and seek
cooperation of thg developed in a task which obviously is
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disliked by the industrialised West. Now, when most of the
the developing countries have begun to sophisticate their
communication mechanism and information systems, they
resent their dependence for the international news on the pre-
established international news agencies monopolised by the
developed world. Their greatest anxiety is related to the dis-
tortion of news, the misinformation campaign and the con-
tinuing imbalance in the flow of information from the devel-
oped to the developing world. Hence, it is not out of place
to demand a complete up-rooting of the existing information-
order, by the developing world. Hence, the developing world

is right in rejecting the piece-meal reforms but to demand
the establishment of NIICO.

The non-aligned nations have always sought a multi-lateral
approach instead ot the unilateral one for the establishment
-of the proposed order; preferring to work through global insti-
tutions. The NAM believes that a sectoral approach would, in
the long run, be subversive of the interests of the world
community. Hence, NAM focusses its attention in solving thé
principal question of human development. Therefore, the NAM
looks upon the NICO as not merely an instrument of cor-
recting existing imbalances but a process towards qualitative
change. It is hence a dynamic framework for the diverse and
media-men, which should provide new approaches to techno-
logical developments affecting communication and international
information-flow. It aims to see that the new technologies must
not increase the dependence of non-aligned and developing
countries on the developed work.

India has always pursued the policy of cooperation
among the non-aligned countries. It is capable of playing a
significant role in this area, although it may not get the due
benefits in the process. India has a good communication
infrastructure of her own, from amongst non-aligned and
developing countries. However, India is right to remain in the



56

forefront in the demand of NAM to establish the NIICO.
Through it, India tends to enrich the system on the whole
and also incidentally benefit from it by sharing the techno-
logical know-how with other developing countries.
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Chapter V

U.N. AND THE NIIO

There exist imbalances, both quantitative and qualitative, in
the international flow of information as also inequalities in the
communication capabilities, allocation of radio frequencies and
geostationary orbits aicngwith disparity in communication tar-
rifs and also barriers to scientific and technical information.
In the face of these inequalities in international life, the need
of the time, is a free and balanced flow of information. In
this context, Mustapha Masmoudi, the former Secretary of
State for Information in Tunisia, said in a monograph: “Fun-
damentally linked to the other rights, the right to communi-
cate concerns not only the individuals but also the groups,
nations and the societies. It must be given appropriate ex-
pression at the international level, in relations between states,
nations, societies and cultures. Furthermore, the right to
communicate should guarantee not only the right to be in-
formed but also its logical corollary namely, the right to in-
form, to counter mutilated information and to correct the false
information.” Thus, a new International Information and Com-
munication Order is important both for the developed and the
developing countries

For the first time, the non-aligned couritries felt the need
for the .creation of a NIIO in order to end the imperialism of
the western media. This spirit envisaged in the Helsinki Final
Act (1975) has incorporated a provision that “cooperation in
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the field of information should promote peace and interna-
tional understanding.” The doctrine invoked the sanclion of
the UN Declaration of Human Rights. Article 19 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights provides that everyone
has the right to freedom of opinion and expression and that
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interfer-
ence and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any media, regardless of the frontiers. Article 29 of
the same stipulates that “there rights and freedom may in no
case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of
the United Nations.”

In the propagation of the need for a New International In-
formation Order, the role played by UNESCO has been very
important. UNESCO was not directly involved in the debate
on the world information order until 1970s; till 1954, it was
in fact strongly influenced by the western media on free floy
of information. In early 1960s, UNESCO's interest in a new
international information order grew and got intensified in pro-
portion to the growing influence of the developing countries
in UNESCO. In 1968, Rene Maheu, former Director-General
of UNESCO General Conference undertook a long term pro-
gramme of research to promote the study of the role and
effects of the mass communication media on society. Later
in 1969, in Montreal, there began a new pace in UNESCOQO's
involvement in the problems of the communication-media at
the international level. The Montreal Conference recommended
that the UNESCO should undertake a “major international
study of the present and future effects of communication on
the relations between changing societies and social groups
and the individuals comprising them” and also to identify the
ways in which the mass-media can best serve the needs of
present and the future society.

The Montreal Conference further led to the launching, in
1971, of @ UNESCO-sponsored two year study of the flow of
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television prggrammes by Professor Kaarle Noojen-Strength
and Dr. Tapio Varis, at Tampere University in Finland. The
findings of the Study exhibiteq the discontent of the Third

World countries over the Pattern of news-flow in the worlg.
The Study also held that the free fiow of information

forced by economic power, has led 1o a world-wide si
in which cultural autonomy of m

increasingly being subordinateq t
and perspective of a few powe
oped world. The UNESCO pg
doctrine of free-flow of informg;
Declaration held that
reach or promote prio

, rein-
tuation
any developing nations was
0 the communication-outputs
rful economies of the devel-
aration in 1972, qualified the
on for satellite-broadcast. The
it was Necessary that the states shoyiqg

' agreements concerning direct satellite-
broadcasting 10 the populations of the countries other than

the country of origin of transmigsion It hence upheld the prin.
ciples of freedom of information. Following this, the UN
General Assembly voted 100 to 4 (the United Stat
dissenting), a directive to the UN outer-space com

formulate guiding principles governing the direct satell
cast.

€s alone
Mittee to
ite-broag-

In 1973, the Tampere Symposium had discussed about .
formation flow between nations television programming, dajly
and periodical press, radio, film and other internationally gjr.
culated media. Its main recommendations were that (1) Ef.
forts should be made to redress the imbalance of resourcesg
which presently characterises the international flow and direc.
tion of information among nations, especially in areas unapje
to determine their own cultyra| destiny, whether as nationg
or within nations. (2) Each nation has the right and duty tq
determine its own cultural destiny. It is the responsibility of
the world community and the obiligation of media institutiong
to ensure that this right is respected, and (3) In so far ag
the flow of information is concerned, quality, not Quantity
should be the determining factor. The truihfulness of the
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message takes precedence over the number of messages.

Later, in the 18th General Conference of UNESCO (1974)
a regular programme for 1977-1982 was approved. The docu-
ment noted that the free flow of information in its traditional
definition should be complemented by a more balance and
objective flow among nations.

Also, the UN action opened wider vista to the whole gamut
of information-policies and practices in UNESCO. The legiti-
mate demands of the developing countries finally succeeded
when the 20th General Conference of UNESCO (1978)
adopted the Declaration on Fundamental Principles concern-
ing the contributions made by information organs towards
world peace and international understanding. It sought to
promote human rights and take concerted steps against ra-
cism, apartheid, and war-mongering etc. It was an important
step towards the establishment of a New International Infor-
mation Order (NIO). It is important to discuss the contribu-
tions of the great debate in 1978 towards the establishment
of NIIO.

The demand for a free and balanced flow of information
on the part of the Third World has been reaffirmed in more
than one article of the Declaration. Article Il especially,
emphasised that important contributions of the mass media
should be made to “strengthening of peace and international
understanding and in countering racialism, apartheid and en-
actment to war.” Para 2 of this Aricle further stressed that
the mass media, by 'disseminating information on the aims,
aspirations, cultures and needs of all peoples, contribute to
eliminate ignorance and misunderstanding between peoples .

- and to ensure the respect of the rights and dignity of all
nations, etc. Article VI underlined the necessity to correct the
inequalities in the flow of information to and from the devel-
oping countries and between these countries. It said: “It is
essential that their mass media should have conditions and
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resources enabling them to gain strength and expand and to
cooperate among themselves and with the mass media in
developed countries.”

Article VII sought the establishment of a more just and
equitabie international economic order, and Article VIl recog-
niced the need for a code of ethics for journalists. This code
was to oe evolved by professional bodies and it sought to
make the media-men work responsibly. Similarly, Aricle IX
speal: o ihe ‘international community” contributing to the
creation of conditions for a free and more balanced dissemi-
nation of information. Again, Article X, para 2 reiterates “that
a free flow and better balanced dissemination of information
be encouraged.” Para 3 requires states to facilitate the pro-
curement by the mass media of adequate conditions and
resources enabling them to gain strength and expauision in
developing countries. Para 4 of the same Article declares:
“On a basis of equality of rights, mutual advantage and re-
spect for the diversity of cultures which go to make up the
common heritage of mankind, it is essential that bilateral and
international exchanges of information among all states, and
in particular between those which have different economic and
social systems, be encouraged and developed.”

In shont, the important principles of this Declaration are:
Free flow and a wider and better balanced dissemination of
information; access for the public to information through di-
versity of sources and means of information: freedom for
jounalists to report and the fullest possible facilities of ac-
cess to information as well as protection guaranteeing them
the best possible conditions for the exercise of their profes-
sion; the mass media to be responsible to concerns of
Peoples and individuals; the establishment of a new equilib-
rium and greater reciprocity in the flow of information to and
from mass media of the developing countries; creating condi-
tions and resources enabling them to cooperate both among
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themselves and with mass media in the developed countries.
To strive for these, an international commission for the study
of communication problems comprising leading international ex-
perts under the chairmanship of Sean MacBride was set up
in 1978. MacBride was a redoubtable Irici:man whose coun-
try had suffered under the British rule. This repert expressed
that “the necessity of a new world information order today
appears to be ever more widely felt, although it is true that
some continue to believe that the present situation can be
improved and reformed without radically disrupting it.”

In 1979, UN General Assembly passed a resolution striv-
ing the need of “a new, more just and more-effective world
information and commurication order, intended to strengthen
international peace and understanding and based on free
circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of
information.”

Another significant decision taken in this direction was the
creation of an International Programme for the Development
of Communication (IPDC) following the recommendation of an
inter-governmental meeting held in Paris in 1980 and adopted
by the General Conference at the 21st session held in the
Same year in Belgrade. This Programme aimed at develop-
ing communication infrastructure and narrowing the gap be-
tween different countries in this area. It was looked upon as
a privileged instrument of international technical cooperation
which could contribute towards the conception and realisation
of operationa| projects and towards the mobilisation of re-
sources required for the purpose.

The International Programme for the Development of Com-
munication was according to Gunnar Garbo, long-time Chair-
man of IPDC, “a part of the efforts for the establishment of
a new, more just and more effective World Information and
Communications Order . . . . Its essential function is to help
developing countries increase their indigenous communication
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capacity in an effort to reduce existing gaps in communica-
tion within as well as among nations.” As' such it was a
corollary and a definite offshoot of the NIICO.

The activities so far undertaken within the framework of
IPDC related to varied fields, e.g. the development of the
press and press agencies, the promotion of books, cinema
and other audio-visual means, building up of diverse infra-
structure, the training of qualified personnel and the strength-
ening of mechanisms to exchange information. The IPDC has
thus lent its support to realise such projects on the Pan
African New Agency (PANA), the Latin American Agency for
Specialised Information Services (ALESEI), the Asian News
Network (ANN) and the Carribean News Agency (CANA).
From the beginning, the IPDC has functioned as a new
mechanism for financing communication development projects.
During the early years, the fifty odd projects that received
financial support were “those related to the strengthening or
building of basic institutions for training processes, news and
programme exchanges, planning and research and develop-
ment of appropriate technologies.” Together with operational
action UNESCO, carried out its research and studies in the
communication field as well as its action aimed at helping
the cauntries of the Third World in their efforts regarding
training and equipment. The IPDC's commendable work has
been hampered with the withdrawal of the US, Britain, Sin-
gapore etc., from UNESCO, for, with dwindled revenues, the
UNESCO has not been able to allocate much to IPDC.

‘Amadov M'Bow, the Director General of UNESCO -stated
that the General Conference “confirmed the dual role played
by UNESCO as a pre-eminent forum for making the world
aware of the imbalance and injustices which subsist in com-
munications and as the institution best suited to fight and
undo these injustices, by virtue of its pioneering work.” The
UNESCO, since its birth has amassed wealth of knowledge
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and has marshalled energies in order to solve the involved
problems. Further, M'Bow emphasised that in case UNESCO
is becoming involved on a massive scale in the communica-
tion field, this is firstly, because the concept lies directly as
its agenda; and secondly, because it is the domain in which
the problems facing mankind are building up and need to
solved in the near future through a concerted effort.

In addition to these, UNESCO also has incorporated a
series of inter-governmental meetings in Afro-Asian and Latin
American countries with the objective of striving for a new
international information order. It has widened its scope and
has provided the sanction of the world body to this move.
Thus, it is not merely an expression of desire on the part of
the developing countries to correct the imbalances in global
flow and communication capabilities but also a body of con-
cepts and principles applicable to existing international condi-
tions.

Finally, it is evident that the NIICO can only act effectively
if it translates into action the recognition accorded to the right
of each nation to control and use its own media. The UN
must also understand the interests, aspirations and values of
even the developing world and should actively participate in
the establishment of the international system of communica-
tion and information. MacBride commission had said in this
regard that the ideas and suggestions conveyed by NIICO
correspond to irreversible aspirations of even the poor states
in a bid to transform the models and structures inherited from
past situations of hegemony, -iependence, injustice, inequality
and alienation to an order based on justice and humane liv-
ing conditions.

In order to achieve the stated object, an important thing is
to bring c'~ser harmony between the technically-advanced
West and the developing countries. Professor Allen Weinstein
of USA had said that there should be a collaborationist at-
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tempt which should concentrate on strengthening the media
in societies showing the resolve to resist state-domination of
communications.

Thus, to conclude it can be said that the UN, especially
its specialised agency, UNESCO, has a very important role
to play in the setting up of a New International Information
Order; and that it has played such a role since 1970s very
strikingly in the sphere of information and communication. Still
it receives severe criticisms from the West on two counts:
{1) The West would like UNESCO's role to be confined to
provision of hardware and technology and not extend to
concepts of news and information flow; (2) The West is
against all aid being channelled through such bodies as
UNESCO, precluding bilateral deals and development of com-
munication enterprises. Yet, the success of the UNO, espe-
cially its organ the UNESCO, can be seen from the fact that
now even the industrially advanced countries have accepted
the competence of UNESCO in media matters and have come
to recognise and respect the established framework outlined

by it.
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Chapter VI

IMPEDIMENTS IN THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF NItO

Most ot the developing countries rightly believe that imperial-
ism does not confine to poiitical and economic domination: it
is also present in the social and cultural spheres and works
to subjugate them ideologically. Hence, these countries attrib-
ute much importance to develop their national Cutlures, pre-
serve national traditions and demand decolonization of infor-
mation and communication system itself. They even argue that
like an international economic order, it is necessary to strive
for an equitable, just and new information order. In this re-
gard, Christopher Nascimento, Guyana's Minister of Informa-
tion stated: “A first-world information dictatorship is no longer

tenable . . . . Change must come, however, painful it may
be. In fact, the change has begun. We must strive to hasten
the process.” He further said: “ . . developing nations can

and should, however, plan their communication structures and
policies in terms relevant to their development needs, and
the developed nations should stop trying to push their own
communication concepts down the throats of other, economi-
cally and culturally different nations.”

It is against this background that the developing countries
are justified in their cause for the establishment of a new
international information and communication order. More par-
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ticularly, the non-aligned countries have taken the initiative in
raising the issue into the spectrum of intemational forum. First,
they have placed it on the agenda in Algiers (1973). Since
then, a decade and a half has passed. The Algiers Summit
has followed by a series of non-aligned summits and meet-
ings at the international level e.g. Belgrade, Tunis Sympo-
sium, Colombo, Havana, New Delhi and Harare summits. The
UN and its organ, UNESCO has also paid serious thought
to it. The long struggle has resulted in some landmarks e. g.
the UNESCO Declaration, the MacBride Commission and the
International Programme for Development of Communication
(IPDC).

The years since Algiers have been marked by different
stages in the evolution of the idea of a new international
information order and it coincided with wider developments in
the world-arena. In early 1970s, there was an anti-western
offensive, followed by a counter-attack of the West against
the advocates of the new order including a stage of mutual
accommodation where there seemed some consensus on the
issue and the steps used in the direction of its achievement.
But after the 1980 UNESCO General Conference in Belgrade,
one has again seen a new counter-attack by the West,
mobilised by the ‘free press’ circles with the leading western
governments acting in close harmony. It is important here to
state that the struggle for NIIO is a persistent and a continu-
ous process undertaken by the non-aligned movement.

Besides, with the advent ot technological advancement, the
importance of mass media has increased to a large extent.
Hence, one finds greater relevance to the struggle for the
establishment of a new international information order. No
doubt, the struggle has resulted in some success but a lot
in this regard remains to be achieved. It is only to a small
extent that the developing countries are able to free them
from the media enslavement of the western countries: there
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is also bridge up between the developed and the developing
countries in this regard. Yet, there are many contentious
issues which stand as a stumbling block in the way of a
harmonious relationship between the two.

In the first place, there are several imbalances in news-
flows, shortcomings, misinformation campaigns, mistrust, mis-
understanding and biased opinions in the sphere of informa-
tion and communication between the developing as well ag
in the western-developed countries. These are caused by the
governments, multinationals, mediamen and various media in-
stitutions. In the name of liberty, independence and democ-
racy one finds injustice, highhandedness of a few privileged
ones perpetuating in the system. As a result, individuals, social
groups and nations are adversely affected through recourse
to unthinking actions and blind policy decisions. New Interna-
tional Information and Communication Order aims precisely to
undo these problems.

One can see the facts and figures proving that the entire
scene of information and communication is controlled by four
major transnational news agencies owned by a few devel-
oped countries. In fact, the television transmitters, Publishing
of books and other facets of media circulation is available
only in a meagre quantity in the developing countries when
compared to their population. From this, one can conclude
that there is a negative trend in the main sectors of informa-
tion and communication and that the gap in this regard con-
tinues to widen. It is still worse to note that this state of
imbalance and injustice goes well beyond the structures and
adversely affects the content and quality of news-items.

A logical corollary to this is that one finds a relentless
pursuit of commercialisation and a permanent cultural aggres-
sion by the developed on the developing world which ex-
ploits their economies, disrupts their social behaviour and
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alienates them from the imperialists.

The existing imbalance, unfortunately, is worse in scientific
information than in other means of mass communication.
Indeed, it is lamentable that ninety per cent of the scientific
and technical potential, including sources of information, re-
main in the hands of a few western developed countries,
whose population is about twenty-five per cent of the world
population. The rest ten per cent is vested with the remain-
ing seventy five per cent of world population. Similarly, eighty
per cent of bibliographical data comes from a single country.
Thus, on scientific technical-front, there is a gross inequality
between the few developed and majority of developing coun-
tries. Above all, the developing countries are unable to con-
front the one-sided control due to meagre funds it could allo-
cate to the communication sector owing to numerous prob-
lems it has to tackle as a consequence of their economic
exploitation due to long colonial rule, in this part of the world.
In short, the developing world has first to tackle more press-
ing problems of poverty, illiteracy, lack of technical knowhow,
absence of industrial proliferation which stand in their way in
having a more, just, equitable information order.

The revolutionary changes in communication technologies
add more difficult and complicated questions to the imbal-
ance debate. The introduction and development of new com-
munication technology are inevitable in fast changing world.
Both ‘push’ by the multinational corporations and ‘pull’ by the
middle class elites in the Third World countries, knowingly or
unknowingly, are working for this. In India, as in many other
developing countries, video cassete recorder fever is on. The
flood of communication technologies is followed with importa-
tion of software, thereby, threatening not only to accentuate
the existing imbalances between developed and developing
countries, but may also lead to cultural nihilism as such.

Keeping an eye on these facts, one can evaluate its dif-
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ferent dimensions and aspects to see how each part is re-
sponsible for the imbalance caused. Firstly, the very concept
of New International Information Order can become a mate-
rial reality only if the theoretical framework of action is Clearly
defined and the obstructions in its implementation are mjnj-
mised by eliminating conjectural problems and separating the
essentials from the unnecessary. There are two major lacunae:
Form and Content. The draft of the text of NIIO lacks style
and has a number of omissions. But more important than
this is its legal content. What the developing nations wanted
was a resolution, but unfortunately the draft of NIIO hag been
adopted in the form of a Charter or a Declaration. Thjg has
significantly diluted its legal content and impact. A number of
principles and ideas have been deliberately omitted or dis-
torted in the text. There is no mention in it about the neces-
sity of the free circulation of scientific information which is 3
major source of development. In sophisticated spectrym of
communication e.g. the electromagnetic, geostationary orbitg
have been completely overlooked. The growing importance of
electronics in the media, the risks involved in technological
alienation and many similar issues have not been taken into
consideration.

In addition, the social dimension particularly the image of
women in the media has either been ignored or severely dis-
torted. The role of education-media, its Scopes and the re-
lated apprehensions in it remain unmentioned. In the eco-
nomic front, the problems arising out of advertising, the place
of media in the economy, etc. have not been mentioned.
Needless to add that it ignores the complementarity between
the New International Economic Order and the struggle for
the New International Information Order.

Also, the thoughts expressed in various Studies, conducted
at the national as well as international levels, asking for a
wider scope and dynamic perspective of the information and
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communication order have been ignored. It is not possible to
give a practical shape to the new information order without
attending to and in fact solving most of these problems.

Against this background, one has to keep in mind that the
NIIO should be based on the principles of freedom of the
press and a free and balanced flow of information. Free
access to sources of information and communication, trans-
mission of information, ratification, interpretation of facts as
well as a right to react to the distortions of the western-con-
trolled media are some of the essential conditions for the
true success of a NIIO. In the political field, the means of
communication must guarantee a better understanding between
the rulers and the ruled. The media must reflect the various
concerns of the people and create conditions for a dialogue
between the haves and the have-nots which simply means
the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

Keeping in mind the role of information and communica-
tion in economic planning and development strategies, both
within a country and at the international level, the integration
of communication process to the development process con-
stitutes one of the basic principles of the New World Infor-
mation and Communication Order. The new order must cre-
ate the adequate conditions for change in developing coun-
tries and enable them to acquire the means of communica-
tion according to their needs and aspirations. In short, infor-
mation and communication should never become a monopoly
in the hands of private, commercial or bureaucratic interests;
rather it should be the common property of a society, as a
whole. The social role of communication in society and be-
tween communities cannot be overlooked. Various studies and
sources undertaken all over the world are almost unanimous
in pointing out that those who are interested in and aware of
the political and economic lives of their society, participate
more actively in the affairs of groups as well as the nations.
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On the cultural and educational aspect also, NIIO influences
news-content and should promote the cultural awakening o
different nations.

With regard to the technical dimension of communications
the new order should give priority to providing access tc
sources of technical and scientific information which are
humane and help in furthering the cause of internationa
cooperation.

To overcome the existing imbalances at the level of scien
tific information-sources, there should be creation of Universa
scientific and technical information-systems which wil| enable
the developing countries to idetify information directly that Suite
their particular needs.

There is also the need for a massive campaign to suppor
and promote the cause of women in international forg |
would help in improving the image of women especially ir
the Third World societies and also, it would help in achiev-
ing the stated objectives of NIIO.

As an economy is the most important factor in promoting
the cause of information and communication, the financing of
the international programme for the development of commu-
nication as well as the cultural fund within the framework of
UNESCO, should not be only limited to voluntary contribu-
tions by the member-states. Regional bodies should be cre-
ated in order to extend UNESCO's activities to the regional
and sectoral levels.

To conclude, one can highlight the following generalisations
emerging out of the above-discussion. Firstly, the attempt
made by the non-aligned countries for establishing a New
International Information and Communication Order is a well
founded and legitimate goal. Secondly, the imbalances con-
tinue, content of different news messages and cultural pro-
duction have not so far improved. Yet, one finds the gap
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between the technically advanced West and technically un-
derdeveloped developing countries bridged to some extent.
Thirdly, the efforts made for a greater comprehension, con-
cessions granted and agreements concluded constitute a sig-
nificant step, yet it is in no way capable of playing the de-
termining role required for bringing about the desired change.
At the same time,the objectives assigned to NIIO in interna-
tional level can only be called qualified, partial and provisional,
and fourthly, the concept of New International Information and
Communication Order should be considered as a continuots
process. This implies a state of objectivity and justice as well
as a series of actions which favour all social categories and
establish better international relations. In this regard, the
MacBride Report has rightly said: “It is important to realise
that the new order we seek is not only a goal but a stage
in a journey. It is a continuing quest for ever more free, more
equal, more just relations within all societies and ameng all
nations and peoples.”



Chapter Vii

STRUGGLE FOR NIICO:
PRESENT STATUS
AND PROSPECTS

The NIICO concept which has been developed by the non.
aligned since 1973 consists, in general terms, of two maijn
elements: Decolonization and Democratization of information
Decolonization means to overcome dependence on westem
monopolies in the sphere of information and communication.
In practical terms, it means to strengthen national information
and communication capabilities by developing infrastructure ang
production capacities for communication hardware and soft-
ware, by setting up training and research institutions, and, in
particular, by establishing national news agencies, press insti-
tutions, and radio and TV networks. Striving to realise thege
aims the developing countries have worked in three direc-
tions: They have intensified South-South cooperation ang
cooperation with multilateral organizations, in particular with
member organization of the United Nations, like UNESCO and
ITU, as well as cooperation with western and eastern indus-
trialised countries on the basis of sovereign equality.
Democratization, on the other hand, has two meanings. On
a national level it means to identify a comprehensive national
information and communication policy; a policy which is inte-
grated in national development strategies. On international level
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it means to elaborate an international political and legal frame-
work for the trans-border flow of information omn the basis of
the fundamental principles of international law as laid down
in the Charter of the United Nations.

SOME ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR NIICO

What have been the results of the fifteen years of struggle
to establish a New International Information and Communica-
tion Order? The answer to this question is complex and even
contradictory. On the one hand, there has been real achieve-
ments and positive results — a general improvement in the
role played by developing countries in the global system of
information and communication. On the other hand, the situ-
ation in the developing countries in the late 1980s has gone
even worse than in the early 1970s — gaps and imbalances
have grown wider, dependence has become stronger. Let us
first enumerate the positive outcome of the struggle.

Firstly, there is real progress in the development of na-
" tional information systems. The number of daily newspapers,
radio and TV receivers and transmitters has more than
doubled in the last fifteen years. Numerous training and
research institutions have been established, the telecommuni-
cation infrastructure has been improved. Some idea about the
same can be had from the following table:

Table 1
Radios and TVs in the developing countries
Year Radio Television
Receivers Transmitters Receivers  Transmitters
(Million) Nos. (Million) Nos.
1970 112 5,900 23 880
1983 394 8,370 92 3,570

(Source: Statistical Yearbook, UNESCO, Paris, 1987, P.VI-19).
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Secondly, there is a new level of inter-regional and re-
gional cooperation among the developing countries in the field
of news agencies. The Non-aligned News Agencies Pool
(NANAP) was established in 1975 and has done good work.
Today, NANAP is an important complementary element in the
international news flow. Daily, it offers nearly 100,000 words
in four languages. It has started a special economic service,
the ECO-POOL. It already possesses a global system of
collection, processing and disseminating information via satel-
lite bridge and regional distribution centres in and to all parts
of the world. NANAP has seen well functioning working or-
gans like its Coordination Committee and its Monitoring Group.
lts main body, the General Conference, meets regularly every
three years. In 1976 it met at New Delhi, in 1979 at Belgrade,
in 1982 at Tunis and in 1986 at Havana. The Pool has
started an efficient training programme for journalists and
technicians And it has promoted the development of national
news agencies in several countries. Complementary to the
inter-regional pool, regional news agencies’ networks have
been established in Asia, Africa, and Latin America: The Pan
African News Agency (PANA), the Asian News Network
(ANN), and the Agency for Information in Latin America
(ALASEI) started the work in the early 1980s and, within a
couple of years, have developed into a more or less stable
organization which offers authentic information about events
and developments in the developing countries of their respec-
tive regions. In so far, developing countries are today in a
better situation to correct one-sided information given to them
by transnational western news agencies, and to get a more
realistic picture of the problems in the developing countries
as well as of developments in other parts of the world. It
has hence removed to some extent the apprehensions pointed
by late Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who observed thus as the Chair-
person of NAM: “In the media of the West, or indeed in our
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own, there is hardly any news about developing countries
unless it be of disaster or disturbance. The stupendous task
of development, the changes coming about in our villages
and towns, amongst our women, our workers and others might
as well be non-existent. Editors and media managers seem
attached to the Northclitte formula that power, position, money
and sex make news — and that virtue, normality, hard work
and humility don't. The meek may one day inherit the earth,
but not the headlines. One sided reporting and distorted news
is an old story for us. My first taste of it was Miss Mayo’s
book ‘Mother India’ which | read way back in the ‘30s. To-
day's media are equally adept at playing up the worst as-
pects, real, exaggerated or imaginary in the developing coun-
tries. Many of our own journalists consider it smart to imitate
the popular western definition of bad news being good news
and are bored by constructive and developmental activity. A
recent survey by our Press Council found that only 2 per
cent of newspaper space is devoted to social issues. Is that
what really interests readers? Are they content to remain ig-
norant of what is happening in various spheres, of what
depends their understanding, what helps them, to discharge
their duty as well-informed citizens?”

Thirdly, there is an imprpved cooperation in the field of
broadcasting. While the Broadcasting Organization of the Non-
aligned Countries (BONAC) was established in 1977 Sara-
jevo, i.e., only a year after the Colombo Summit, it took a
long time to develop cooperation in this field. Between the
two BONAC conferences in Freetown in 1980 and 1984, there
was a period of stagnation, but in the middle of the 1980s
new progress could be made. At the Third BONAC Conter-
ence in Cyprus, in 1987 concrete results could be reached,
like decisions promoting the development of national radio and
TV networks, improving bilateral and multilateral cooperation,
decisions on co-productions, the common coverage of major
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international events, the establishment of a TV film programme
and the organizing a TV festivals. Similar to developments in
the field of news agencies, regional organizations, like the
Asian-Pacific Broadcasting Union of Radio and Television
Networks in Africa (URTNA), and the Latin American Broad-
casting Union (ULCRA), turned into concrete mechanisms tq
materialise the process of setting up a New International |-
formation and Communication Order in the field of radio ang
TV broadcasting. Launching the two ARABSAT satellites wag
another concrete step in this direction.

Fourthly, there is now an established political mechanism
for the promotion of NIICO within NAM. The Colombo Sum.
mit decided to establish an Inter-governmental Council jor the
Coordination of Information of the Non-aligned Countries (IGC).
The IGC has met nearly annually since then. Its task is to
develop a NIICO concept and to coordinate the different ef-
forts of the non-aligned in this filed, particularly the NANAP
and BONAC activities. The Seventh Summit in New Delhi
decided to reorganise the IGC structure and to have regular
conferences in information policy on the level of ministers
The First Conference of the Ministers of Information of the
Non-aligned Countries (COMINAC) took place at Jakarta in
Indonesia, in January 1984. COMINAC Il took place in Harare
in July 1987. COMINAC Il is scheduled for Havana in 1990.
With COMINAC, a clear structure for the political as well as
practical decision-making process within NAM has been es.
tablished. The Conference of Ministers is the highest body
which has to report to the summit meetings. As a COMINAC
organ, the IGC acts between the Conference of Ministers and
cooperates with the coordination Committees of BONAC and
NANAP which have to report annually to the IGC meetings.
This structure establishes a clear division of labour, deter-
mines the different competences of NAM organs, and helps
to develop and realize a comprehensive information policy.
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Fifthly, there are now clearly defined and approved aims,
principles, concepts and programmes for a New International
and Communication Order. The conceptualization of NIICO is
an evolving process. It started at the Algiers Summit meeting
and has continued until now. The main landmarks of this
process were: (a) the ‘New Delhi Declaration’ of the Confer-
ence of Ministers of Information in 1976 which adopted the
first long term strategy for the establishment of NIICO; (b)
the ‘Bagdad Resolution’ of the fourth IGC meeting in 1980
which defined the aims and principles of NIICO; (c) the
‘Jakarta Declaration’ (COMINAC 1) which adopted a compre-
hensive programme of action; and (d) the ‘Harare Declara-
tion' (COMINAC 1l) which adopted the NIICO strategy of the
non-aligned for the 1990s. These documents define decoloni-
zation and demccratization of information as the main aims
of the NIICO struggle. Self-determination, sovereign equality,
non-interference and cooperation are defined as the main
principles on which NIICO should be based. The sirengthen-
ing of national information systems, the intensification of South-
South cooperation, the development of bilateral and multilat-
eral cooperation with developing countries as well as with
international institutions, and in particular with .organizations
of the United Nations systems, are seen as the main direc-
tions for concrete actions to promote the NIICO process.

Sixthly, there are a number of international instrument and
mechanisms within the UN system which promote the NIICO
process. On the practical level, the establishment of
UNESCO's International Programme for the Development of
Communication (IPDC) in 1980 and for the ITU Centre for
Telecommunication Development in 1985 can be seen as
concrete steps undertaken by the international community to
materialize the NIICO process. These two institutions had been
initiated by the developing countries with the aim to promote
practical projects in the field of communications in developing
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countries. On the theoreticai level, the reports of the inde-
pendent Commission on Communication Problems (MacBride
Commission) and on Telecommunications Development (Mait-
land Commission) produced & comprehensive analysis of the
real situation in this field. They adopted a set of recommen-
dations for further actions; guiding the efforts of the interna-
tional community to*set the NICO. On the political and legal
levels, the developing countries have initiated and contributed
to the elaboration of the UNESCO Mass Media Declaration
of 1978, of the UN Resolution on Satellite Television of 1982,
on the UNESCO Resolution 419 on NIICO principles of 1980,
of the ITU Convention of 1982 and others. With these instru-
ments, the NIICO concept has become an internationally
recognized concept. It has become clear that international law
forms the legal basis for international information and com-
munication activities. That is a very important achievement
towards the struggle of the developing countries to defend
their sovereign rights and interests in this area.

SET-BACKS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR NIiCO

Whereas the above achievements can be cited as the
positive outcome in the fifteen years of NAM's struggle for
the establishment of NIICO, there are numerous counter ten-
gencies which put a hatt to the process and even neutralize
the positive outcome. These nagative features are: Firstly,
there is some progress in the development of the national
information systems in the developing countries, but the gap
between developed and developing countries is still widening,
as we can see from Table II. In the last parts of 1980s, the
disparities and imbalances which exist in the communication
infrastructure and in the flow of information have become more
drastic than they were fifteen years ago. Today, developing
countries are confronted with a springtide of western informa-
tion which goes to undermine their political, social, economic
and cultural life. The domination of the transnational media
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corporations has not only grown in quantity, but also it has

. become more subtle, technologically better-based, and more
‘professional’. In addition, new imbalances have developed.
There are some countries now in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America that have already reached a more or less accept-
able level in the field of information and communication. Other
countries, particularly the African countries, have not yet
reached even the minimum standard of five newspapers, five
radio receivers, and two TV receivers per one hundred in-
habitants, defined by the first UN Development Decade in
1960 as a basic aim to be reached by the year 1970. The
gravity of this problem becomes clear. This is a lamentable
osition as we st'and on the threshold to the 1990s that a
number of countries hafve _not succeeded in reaching basic
ovels — twenty countngs in radio receivers, forty countries
o TV receivers, and sixty countries in newspapers. Within
NANAP and BONAC, there are significant imbalances too.
only 2 quarter of the numbers of both organizations partici-
ate actively and permanently in the production and distribu-
on of news and programmes.

Secondly, transnational media corporations increasingly in-
terfere in the interests of the developing countries and create
a new level of dependence. In the last ten years, the United
States and some West European countries have created new
instruments and mechanisms to influence information and
communication in developing countries. Two USIA projects,
Truth’ and ‘Democracy’, are to a high degree directed against
developing countries. ‘Radio Marti’ set up by USIA, enlarged
programmes of ‘Voice of America’, of the BBC, of Radio
France Internationals, and of the Deutsche Welle broadcasted
to Asian, African, and Latin American countries; as well as
USIA efforts to establish its TV Service Worldnet, including
its plans to establish TV Marti — are concrete actions by
the leading western countries to try to exert influence on

t
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information and communication processes, on the policy, econ-
omy and culture of the developing countries. Nothing has
changed in the practices of the transnational news agencies,
in particular of UPI, AP, Reuters, and AFP. On the contrary,
the ‘Big Four' are increasingly penetrating national informa-
tion systems. Their messages find their way into the news
and reports of national newspapers and journals as well as
of national radio and TV stations. Western newspapers and
jounals are becoming more and more dominant on the pa-
tional markets in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Very often,
journals like Time, Newsweek, the Economist, Der Spiegel,
Express or Readers Digest are in a better local market posi-
tion than national journals. The decentralised printing of the
International Herald Tribune via satellite in Asia, and Africa
had deepened the “American way of thinking” in many devel-
oping countries.

Table I

The gap between the developed and the developing
countries in the field of Radio and TV broadcasting

Transmitters Receivers
1970 1983 1970 1983
(Numbers) (Million)

Radio Broadcasting

Developed 16,200 21,640 572 996
Countries
Developing 5,900 8,370 112 394
Countries

Difference 10,300 13,270 460 602
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Television Broadcasting .

Developed 16,900 41,800 255 521
Countries
Developing 800 3,570 23 91
Countries
Differences 16,100 38,230 232 430

Source: Statistical Yearbook, UNESCO, Paris, 1987, P.VI-19.

Another dangerous situation for the developing countries is
emerging in the field of TV broadcasting. The developm'ent
of technical infrastructures for national TV networks does not
go hand in hand with the development of national capacities
to produce their own national programmes. This divergence
results in growing tendency to import western films and pro-
grammes to fill the gap in the daily TV Programmes. De-
pendence is also growing in communication technology. The
import of new information and communication technology
creates new forms of dependence on transnational coopera-
tions, which are offering these technologies. Very often, only
after a couple of years, the consequences of such imports
pecome visible when new investments, reconstructions, fur-
ther training, and repairs become necessary. At such a junc-
ture, free and independent decisions often become very lim-
ited and are fixed by the first import decision since technol-
ogy-design and its compatibility with other technologies cre-
ate invisible pressures to take decisions in favour of the
country form whom the technology/equipment was imported.
Thus, téchnology determines to a high degree the structure
of a system. The experience of the last ten years has shown
that the transfer of communication technology from western
countries to developing countries is more useful for transna-
tional corporations than for the respective receivers in Asia,
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Africa, and Latin America. The ,succes"sfully launching of AR-
ABSAT for instance, has been a big achievement for the Arab
countries, but first reports on its” use are frustrating. Most of
the Arab countries are not in the position to use ARABSAT
efficiently. The resulting free capacity offers transnationg|
cooperations a good chance to use the satellite for g still
more effective penetration of the Arab countries. The AR-
ABSAT experience is a good example. It demonstrates that
instruments which have been created by the developing coun.-
tries with the aim to be more independent, to be more self-
reliant, and to correct existing imbalances can be turned into
counter productive mechanisms which come again under the
control of the transnational corporations and which Create gn
even higher level of dependence.

Thirdly, there is a danger of slowing down of the struggle
NIICO due to the campaign launched by the western coun-
tries. In the early 1980s, rightwing forces in the west Started
a massive campaign against the process for the estabjigh.
ment of NIICO within and outside the United Nationg sys-
tems with the aim to kill the whole NIICO idea. The Heritage
Foundation, the World Press Freedom Committee, the Inter-
American Publishers Association, the Internationa) Federation
of Publishers, and other organizations started in cooperation
with and endorsed by the US administration and some other
western countries a real war against UNESCO and the United
Nations. They stopped financial contributions to the IPDC of
UNESCO. They blocked the elaboration of an internationa|
declaration of NIICO. And they even blocked conceptual dis-
cussions and reflections around NIICO, like seminars, round-
tables and studies organized by UNESCO. The withdrawal of
the United States and Great Britain from UNESCO in the
mid-1980s was a strong act against the efforts of UNESCO
to promote the NIICO process. Similar campaigns were or-
ganized against the United Nations Committee on Information
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and even against the International Telecommunication Union.
As a result, information and communication' issues have
become a topic of deep confrontation at international confer-
ences. To a cenain degree, the multilateral institutions of the
United Nations system have lost their objective potential to
promote information and communication in Third World coun-
tries and to contribute 1o the establishment of a New Inter-
national Information and Communication Order.

Thus, the struggle for NIICO is meeting a tough resistance
from the West and its ally, the USA. The glaring facts be-
fore the world today clearly demonstrate that the West is
trying to use ideology as a weapon of its apparatus of 2. .
gression and subordination to exploit the nations. The use of
ideology to subordinate the nations as the servant of the
imperialistic policy of hegemonism is not new. It was there
pefore also under the cloak of the policy of containing so-
cialism. Nowadays, the growing interference in the matters of
socialist community under the guise of so-called policy of
siperalization of socialist regimes" and “"humanization of so-
cialism” etc. is nothing but the part of the western strategy
to enslave the nations through ideological aggression. The
USA and its ally, the West, is offering this resistance in a
bid to exploit the natural resources of the developing world.
The US is not shy to acknowledge this: “Significance of
developing countries for our national interests, for our aims
as well as for our own perspectives is becoming simply very
critical.” It is important to note that while in the past, western
and US governments were trying only to embellish their
egoistic interests in developing countries and exploit their
natural resources, the US government nowadays considers it
needless. A special volume of US President Reagan's state-
ments mention: “We will have to stop taking care if we are
loved or not. We will have to respect as before.” The official
circles in the USA and its allies are openly stating that they
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are firm to maintain or restore their control on the states in
regions which are specified as "vitally important” for the West,
and will not hesitate to intervene for the prevention of social
and other changes if they consider these changes unfavour-
able to their interests.

Ideologists of Washington, arbitrarily, want to make the Usa
the axis of the world’s international life, nucleus of the worig'g
events and pattering the whole system of arguments to jus-
tify this despotism. Denigrating all non-American and exalta.
tion of the US system of government has reached its peak,
which depicts the US as an "incarnation of people’s dreamg",
as “the most advanced system, which can ensure for every-
body according to his capabilities and possibilities,” as gzp
“asylum for all persecuted,” and as “a patronage of freedom
all over the world.”

PERSPECTIVES FOR THE 1980s TOWARDS DECOLOQON|-
ZATION AND DEMOCRATIZATION OF COMMUNICATION

Summarising the achievements and the setbacks in the
fifteen years struggle for NIICO, one can say that, on the
threshold of the 1990s, the process has come more or less
to a standstill. The call for decolonisation and democratisa-
tion of information, for a global restructing of the international
system of information and communication, and for the es-
tablishment of NIICO is still on the agenda, and it shall con-
tinue to do so because it is an objective need of our time.
There is only slow progress in achieving the objectives and
that real achievements have been neutralised by counter-ten-
dencies to a large extent making the situation of the devel-
oping countries much worse than it was fifteen years ago.

What are the perspectives for the establishment of NIICO
in the 1990s? In considering so, one must state that the
position of the leading western countries has not changed
very much despite some constructive elements in the policy
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of some West European countries pointing to a more fruitful
cooperation. The western countries and its ally, the USA, is
committed to propagate the concept of free flow of informa-
tion only negatively. Freedom of information is a basic hu-
man right and & democratic concept. But looking at the prac-
tice of international communication, one notes that there are
substantial differences between the democratic concept of free-
dom of information for all and the US concept of free-flow of

information.

Feedom of information as a democratic concept includes
questions like: Freedom for whom? and Freedom for what?
it includes duties and responsibilities. It includes protection of
weaker countries’ interests. The democratic concept does not
only mean ‘free’, but also ‘balanced’ flow of information. It is
a challengé to create and develop the material conditions for
the exercise of this human right and, insofar, it is a chal-
|enge to promote international cooperation on the basis of
the principles  of self-determination, sovereign equality, and
non-interference. :

The free flow of information, as advocated by the USA,
ignores the existence of duties and responsibilities in the field
of communication. It ignores the existence of a political and
legal framework in international communication. And it ignores
the need 1o develop international cooperation on the basis of
justice, equality, mutual advantages, and the principles of
international law. The US understanding of the free flow of
information means, first of all, freedom of the big transna-
tional media corporations. It means freedom for the United
States to distribute worldwide its own messages and freedom
to make profit in this field regardless of other countries’ inter-
ests. The US concept of free flow of information is not based
on the aims and principles of the UN Charter or the legal
foundations of the International Covenants on Human Rights.
It is based on a pure commercial thinking and the market
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philosophy of private capital. Its aim is to dominate interna-
tional public opinion and to influence other countries’ internal
developments in the interest of the United States. That iS
the very reason why the United States and some of jts allies
try to boycott global negotiations within the Unitegd Nations
on issues concerning information and communication. They
are afréid that such negotiations could create an international
political-and legal framework which may reduce the possibili-
ties of the United States and its media to interfere in internal
affairs of other countries.

Under the cover of slogans such as “independence of the
press,” “unrestricted flow of information,” and rejecting the
responsibility of the mass media and the states behing them
for the publication and distribution of false information that
harms peace and the security of peoples, the western coun-
tries strive to retain the “old order’ in their relations with
developing countries, including in the sphere of information.
It is very clear that the “unrestricted exchange” of information
between the developed West and developing countries en-
sures the dominant position for the stronger ang technically
better equipped partner. The existence of this gap itself ob-
jectively exerts a considerable impact on the structure and
content of information. The .emphasis on the “free flow of
information” inevitably puts the western states in a privileged
position, gives the biggest news agencies and Companies to
force on the world their own interpretation of events and to
manipulate news.

Furthermore, one should take note of an interesting fact:
when the United States withdrew from UNESCO and blocked
negotiations within the United Nations it tried at the same
time, to introduce information and communication questions
into GATT under the headline of ‘trade in services’. In the
United States, information and communication services, includ-
ing radio and TV broadcasting, are covered by trade law.
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The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) seems
to be an adequate body for the United States to reach on
international agreement on the free flow of information. If the
United States succeeds in strecthing the basic principle of
GATT, the principle of ‘free trade’ to include ‘free trade in
services’, it would at the same time, secure the US medias’
‘freedom’ to interfere in affairs of other countries. What the
United States is trying to do now within the Uruguay GATT
Round is to substitute the UN philosophy of ‘sovereign equal-
ity’ by the GATT philosophy of ‘free trade’. In this way, it is
trying to establish a new basic formula for a new interna-
tional information and communication order which corresponds
to and suits mainly US interests. However, this jump from
UNESCO into GATT is not in the interest of the developing
countries. And, it is interesting to note, that even some West
European countries have their reservations concerning this US
strategy. Whereas West European countries have generally
supported US positions on the free flow of information in
UNESCO and United Nations negoitations about information
and communication issues in the 1970s and 1980s. It is a
worth noting that nowadays West European countries increas-
ingly reproach US policies in the field of information and
communication. Against the background of satellite broadcast-
ing projects, both the European community and the Council
of Europe, decided to elaborate political and legal instruments
to protect West European culture and economy against the
growing influence of the US television. It is interesting that
the non-aligned countries and the West European countries
use similar methods to protect their interests. On the one
hand, they are looking for mechanisms to promote their own
production of communication hardware and software. (They
have set up the European Fund for the promotion of West
European TV programmes). On the other hand, they intro-
duce limits on foreign programmes, and have set up quotas

for national programmes.
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The developing countries adopted their strategy at the
Second Conference of the Ministers of Information (COMINAC
) in Harare in 1987. In the ‘Harare Declaration’, the Minis-
ter of Information called upon the non-aligned countries to
“redouble their efforts to advance their own infrastructures and
to establish coherent policies in the field of communication,
education and culture.” They had insisted that the rights to
communicate and to be heard were fundamentally human and
social rights and the information was a crucial resource for
ensuring natinal independence and national development and
the exercise of political, economic and cultural power. The
Ministers stated in the Declaration that microelectronic tech-
nologies and thin growing monopolization should not be al-
lowed to become a new vehicle for information colonisation.
To this end, the Ministers “reiterated their resolve to make
progress towards the decolonisation of information and the
establishment of the New International Information and Com-
munication Order.” The Ministers adopted as part of the
Harare Declaration, a concrete programme of action which
include clear recommendations for the work of the IGC,
NANAP, BONAC and for the activities in the field of training
and research. They stressed that the level of bilateral and
multilateral cooperation among the non-aligned as well as with
the developed countries and with multilateral organizations
should be improved; international campaigns, mainly for de-
colonisation and against apartheid, shall be organized. In
addition, the Ministers adopted resolutions on the use of
regional satellite, on the reduction of communication tariffs,
and on the use of the radio broadcasts as a means of
spreading hostile information against non-aligned countries. The
conclusions drawn for the 1990s could be summarised as:
Firstly, there is the need to intensify national, regional, and
inter-regional efforts by the developing countries to make the
existing information and communication net-works under their
control more effective so that their voices could be heard
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worldwide and become a substantial factor in the international
public opinion. These effort should include in particular

- the formulation of comprehensive national information and
communication policies;

- the strengthening of news agencies as key mechanisms
for the distribution of information, panrticularly of NANAP:

- The strengthening of radio and TV broadcasting organi-
sations as the most effective instruments to influence a
broad public particular of BONAC;

. the promotion of training in the field of journalism as
well as in communication technology;

. the development of production capacities for communi-
cation hardware and software.

Secondly, there is the need to reactivate global informa-
tion and communication negotiations. Establishing NIICO on
a GATT basis would create dangerous perspectives for the
sovereignty, independence, integrity, and identity of develop-
ing countries in the future. The developing countries should
reject the idea to include information and communication
services into the trade-in-services negotiations of the Uruguay
GATT Round. Instead, they should initiate the development
of a new approach to global information and communication
negotiation within the framework of the United Nations sys-
tem with the aim to overcome confrontation and to develop
cooperation. Such a new approach could include:
the strengthening of the International Telecommunication

Union as the only universal body to regulate all techni-
cally related problems in the field of information and

communication;

- the strengthening of the IPDC of UNESCO with the aim
to promote the development of communication in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America;
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- the introduction of a substantial communication pro-
gramme into the ‘Third Medium Term Plan’ of UNESCOQO:

- the strengthening of the United Nations Committee on
Information.

The developing countries should work for convening a
United Nations World Communication Conference. Such a
conference should be scheduled for the first half of the 1990s
and its agenda should include: (a) to improve the level of
coordination and cooperation among the different organs of
the United Nations family dealing with information and com-
munication questions, above all between the United Nations,
UNESCO, ITU, and UNCTAD: and (b) to elaborate and adopt
a global strategy for international cooperation in the field of
information and communication and a concrete programme of
action for a period of fifteen to twenty years.



CONCLUSION

There can be no denying the fact that the rights to commu-
nicate and to be heard are fundamental human and social
rights and that information is a crucial resource for ensuring
pational independence and national development as well as
the exercise of political, economic and cultural power.

The struggle for the NIICO has suffered, besides other rea-
sons, due to the lack of conceptual clarity. Hence, the con-
cept of NIICO can materialise only if the theoretical frame-
work of action is defined and the obstructions minimised by
eliminating conjectural problems and separating the essential
from the unnecessary, both in the form and the content. The
thoughts expressed and the studies conducted at the level of
the non-aligned countries, the Group of 77, and at different
universities and institutions, have helped us today to arrive
at a general consensus, wider in scope, about the definition
of NIICO. The concept of NIICO should cover the political,
economic, social, cultural, educational and technical dimen-

sions.

The struggle for NIICO has suffered due to the informa-
tion imperialism of the USA and its western allies and their
fabrication, disinformation campaign and attempts to stifle even
the nascent attempts by the Third World to strive for a more
humane information and communication order. Soon after the
World War I, the more farsighted ideologists and politicians
of America drew attention to the inevitable growth of the role
of public opinion, the views of the masses and to the need
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for creating preconditions and conditions for manipulating them
in their own interests. In response to the strengthening of
the growth of the activity and self-awareness of developing
countries, the West.invented one new construction after an-
other. In the present conditions it noticed that it cannot count
on success by openly proclaiming its true aims and for this
reason is compelled to create a whole system of ideological
myths obscuring the true essence of its intentions and lulling
the vigilance of the peoples. The possibilities to manipulate
the consciousness of people in the west have now been in-
creased owing to the theory of information, electronic com-
puters, data banks, etc. The appearance of integrated circuits
has reduced to the minimum the demand for area and space
while binary codes have practically liquidated the loss of time
in information transmission.

The extent of western-domination in the field of informa-
tion and communication can be seen from the fact that the
four biggest western news agencies account for the distribu-
tion of 90 per cent of all news in the world. It can be said
that their web covers the entire globe. The United States
possesses the world's biggest information and propaganda ma-
chine. The United States Information Agency (USIA) has a
budget of about 1500 million dollars a year, which is larger
than the budgets of many countries in the world, and a staft
of about 10,000. It puts out a tremendous amount of publi-
cations and controls the activities of the Voice of America
radio. A number of media outlets have been infiltrated by
CIA agents under the guise of journalists. A committee of
the US Senate investigated the activities of the American
intelligence and discovered the presence of CIA agents in at
least 16 media outlets, among them the AP, UP|, CBS, NBC,
Reuters, Time, Newsweek, US News and World Report and
the Washington Post.

The objective of this domination of the developing world is



95

to persist with the neo-colonial exploitation. Through commu-
nication systems controlled by them, the western powers
impose on developing countries information from which the
West stands to gain. A state whose mass media are under
foreign control can hardly be considered genuinely sovereign.
Colonialism as a form of political domination has been prac-
tically totally eliminated by now but it continues to exist in
the sphere of economy, culture and information. The control
is so domineering that the Latin American scientists L. Beltran
and E. Cardon arrived at the conclusion that the mass media
of a whole number of states in the western hemisphere were
subordinated to US financial, technological and political con-
trol to such an extent that it would be right to consider them
to be the mass media of a foreign state. It has been well
pointed out by D. Mutumbuka: “The West launches a reso-
jute counter-offensive whenever there is mention of the
democratisation and decolonisation of the mass media. The
western countries are forcing the population of the Third World
to accept values’' that on verification turn out to be immoral
ones. When in America, some Indians kill other settlers, this
is regarded a massacre, but the annihilation of Indian in the
course of battles in which they face heavy odds is presented
as a victory. The progressive forces must conduct a titanic
struggle for liberation in the field of information. This is a
real war because the western powers have no intention of
letting this sphere out of their grasp.”

The struggle for NIICO encounters the stubborn resistance
of the main western powers and their news agencies. On
the one hand, in an attempt to retain its privileges and
monopoly in the field of information, the West is torpedoing
the adoption of decisions and legal norms restricting the
activity of western agencies, and on the other, is striving to
perpetuate the scientific and technological dependence of
developing countries. True, the emergent countries are offered
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equipment and technology, and sometimes on very beneficial
terms. But this is being done with the aim ot binding devel-
oping countries to the western means of communication, to
the transnational corporations that manufacture this technol-
ogy and to the powerful news agencies that dominate the
capitalist market of information. Addressing the developing
countries, the Reuters General Manager, Long, stated that by
accepting that the road to the world system of communica-
tion lay through the development of equipment, they must
also accept a certain degree of dependence in practical terms
lay on the countries which created this equipment and
mastered it.

Strange enough, the western resistance to the struggle for
NIICO comes in the name of freedom and justice, the same
ideals for which NIICO stands for. The position of the devel-
oping world was ably summed up by UNESCO Director
General M'Bow who said: “in the opinion of developing coun-
tries the establishment of the new international order in the
field of information and means of communication should fa-
cilitate the liquidation of inequality in the distribution of the
means necessary for the exchange of information. In the
opinion of these countries their voice is hardly heard because
it drowns in the network of powerful radio transmitters which
were installed when their states had not yet gained recogni-
tion as such . . . . They want, just like all the other states,
to have the possibility to inform others of their opinion about
their own country and about the whole world.” As against
this, the US and its allies use the concept of “free flow of
information” negatively and have the audacity to characterise
the MacBride Report as “running counter to the freedom of
the press.” In the name of freedom, the imperialist USA and
its allies train hundred of thousands of “peace corps” volun-
teers and put them to work in developing countries to serve
their hidden sinister designs. Through fully funded seminars
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and conferences, the USA and its western allies tend to
create and distort public opinion.” The puppets of USA even
want UNESCO and other international organisatirons to give
up their attempts to regulate the content of news and infor-
mation and to formulate rules for the press. They call for the
defence of the ‘free flow of information” in the world, only in
the negaitve sense. In reality, they are bothered only with
the consolidation of their monopoly hold on the distribution of
information, with preventing cardinal changes in the existing
imernational information order. These so-called champions of
“reedom” accused UNESCO as the forum supposedly giving
support to the “origination and encouragement of initiatives to
restrict the freedom of the press” and that its plans posed a
threat to western news media. A number of them threaten
UNESCO with “financial pressure” if it continued to work out
objectionable programmes.

It is heartening to note that the struggle for NIICO has
made definite strides since the concept originated at the
Algiers conference of NAM. It is equally important to note
that the NAM and the UNO, especially its organ - UNESCO
_ nas greatly helped the cause of NIICO. The various agen-
cies €0 Non-Aligned News Agencies Pool, Broadcasting Or-
ganization of Non-Aligned Countries, have been instrumental
in bringing about the cooperation within the developing world,
in a bid to strive for NIICO. The endeavours of NAM has
also bridged the gap between the devleoping countries and
the developed world to some extent and has paved the way
for closer cooperation between the two, in the spirit of “Many
Voices, One World" concept. Mrs. Indira Gandhi had rightly
stated: “Relations in international communications must be in
a spirit of cooperation. We want greater flow of news, not
merely a one-way flow from the rich to the poor, from North
to South but a multidimensional one. Amongst themselves de-
veloping countries need more exchange of information and

its
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audio-visual material of educational value. The Non-Aligned
News Agencies’ Pool and Broadcasting Pool, and the arrange-
ments for news exchange among Asian and African coun-
tries are good beginings in filling this void.”

Notwithstanding the stated positive trends, the journey to
the achievement of the goal of NIICO, is still a far-cry and
needs a greater endeavour, especially on the part of the
developing world. The Conference of Ministers of Information
of the Non-Aligned Countries, Harare, Zimbabwe (10-12 June
1987) has rightly devised a short-term and a long-term plan
which could help the cause of realisation of NIICO. The
Harare Appeal to the Mass Media, issued by the said Con-
ference, recalled the noble principles and objectives of the
Non-aligned Movement for the realization of a more just and
equitable international information and communication order.
It took note of the important role of the mass media in pro-
moting peace, understanding and cooperation in a world
characterized by threats to world peace and security stem-
ming from big power rivalry, interstate disputes, imperialism,
colonialism, apartheid and racism including Zionism. It under-
lines the fact that cooperation in the filed of information and
telecommunications among non-aligned and other developing
countries is linked to the struggle for the establishment of
new equitable international relations in general and the New
International Information angd Communication Order specifically.
It expressed satisfaction with progress till date on the fulfil-
ment of the Programme of Action of the Inter-Governmental
Council and the continuing effort to expand and consolidate
cooperation with a view to narrowing the gap in the gather-
ing, processing, distribution and dissemination of information
and to counter tendentious information and mass media
campaigns against the non-aligned countries and National
Liberation Movements. It reiterated the need for the non-
aligned countries to share the benefits of science and re-
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search in communication and information technology. It ap-
preciated the expanding role of the Non-aligned News Agen-
cies Pool (NANAP) and the Broadcasting Organizations of the
Non-Aligned (BONAC) as frameworks for co-operation and
development in the fields of information and communication
and the significant contributions of the two organisations
towards the creation of a free, better balanced and wider
dissemination of information. It congratulated the national and
regional news agencies for their worthy contributions to the
struggle against disinformation and for the decolonization and
restructuring of the information system to aim at establishing
the New International Information and Communication Order.
it would be in the fitness of things to state what the Heads

of State or Government of the Non-aligned countries have
resolved at the recently concluded Belgrade Summit regard-
ing the New Information and Communication Order. The reso-
jution adopted at the IX NAM Summit reaffirmed the need
further to intensify co-operation among the non-aligned and
other developing countries in the field of information and the
mass media so as to establish the new international informa-
tion and communication order on the basis of the free and
palanced flow of information and speedly to remove dispari-
ties in communication capabilities within the era of rapid tech-
nological advances create new imbalances and place new and
complex obstacles in the way of the democratization of the
global information and communication process. It stressed the
vital need for broadest international cooperation in the field
of information and communication as an instrument for better
understanding in the increasingly interdependent world. The
document called upon all non-aligned countries to contribute
actively to the application of the decisions adopted by the
Conference of the Ministers of Information of the Non-Aligned
Countries, held in Harare in June 1987, and by the Fifth
Conference of the Non-Aligned News Agencies Pool, held in~
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Luanda in June 1989, as well as the Tenth IGC Meeting,
held in August 1989 in preparation for COMINAC Ill to be
held in Havana in September 1990. The Heads of the State
or Government of NAM countries acknowledged the efforts
carried out by the news agencies of the non-aligned coun-
tries and their regional agencies, particularly PANA, in the
struggle against disinformation and in favour. of the decoloni-
zation of this sphere. They also condemned the use of radio
and television as instruments of hostile propaganda of one
State against another in violation of the dispositions and prin-
ciples of international law and demanded an immediate end
to such practices. They further condemend the use of the
printed media as an instrument of propaganda against the
Cultural values ang heritage of the non-aligned countries. They
noted with satisfaction that several countries had reduced their
telec~mmunications tariffs in accordance with the decisions of
the Vil and vy Summit Conferences and urged those non-
aligned countrieg that have not yet done so to comply with
this important decision. The document emphasized the need
10 give a boost tg the activities and cooperation among the
Broadcasting  Organizations of the Non-aligned Countries
(BONAC). 1t also acknowledge the importance of the work
being carried oyt by the United Nations and UNESCO in this
Sphere, Particularly their collaboration with the BONAC and
the POOL agencies, and reiterated their support for both
organisations in their efforts to disseminate objective informa-

N the issues given priority by their respective agencies.
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NAM AND REGIONAL PROBLEMS
Sunder Raman

Border, ethnic, ideological, religious and other
differences have given rise to a large number Of
conflicts even among the non-aligned countries.
Notwithstanding, the laudable objectives, NAM on_many
occasions has failed to resolve regional conflicts.
With a view to understanding the various important
regional problems, Dr. Sunder Raman, in this work pas
selected and edited scholarly presentations of senior
and eminent academics, made at a vrecently held
Non-Governmental Organisations' Conference on
"Non-alignment in International Relations". The
contributions being objective and value free should
interest & benefit all those who are for regional
cooperation and international peace.

Edition: 1989 Rs.125

NAM IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
IX NAM SUMMIT
Selected Documents
Dr.Govind Narain Srivastava

The Ninth Summit Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-aligned Countries, held at Belgrade,
from 4-7, September, 1989, is a significant event for
the Nonaligned Movement since the first Summit of NAM
countries was also held at Belgrade in 1961. During
this short span of less than 30 years, the Non-aligned
Movement has grown both horizontally and vertically.
Its membersship of 25 at Belgrade in 1961 has now risen
to 102 member-states besides about 70 with observer
status; about 30 delegates representing the various UN
agencies. In addition to this horizontal growth, the
Movement has grown in content as well. It is no longer
a despised movement even for the worst critics of NAM.
The Movement has over the years made its existence felt
even for those who are its ideological opponents. The
publication of these documents is expected to help
persons, institutions or organisations, keen to know
the activities and deliberations of the Non-aligned
Movement. Notwithstanding the fact that it is an
unofficial publication, it is an important contribution
to the better understanding of the Nonaligned Movement.

Edition: 1989 Rs.250
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