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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE.

The Publishers feel justifiable pride in presenting to
the student of Politic.l Science this small but weighty

volume from the pen of Dr. E. Asirvatham of the

Political Science Depariment of the Lucknow University.

The learned author does mnot stand in need of

introduction, as his previous comprehensive volume on
Political Theory (Vol. I of ‘Political Theory and Modern
Goveroments’ published by us in 1935) has received
enthusiastic praise from both academicians and prae-

tical politicians from distinguished quarters. In the
present volume he has maintained the lucidity of style,

the compreheusiveness of treatment, the trait of clear
thinking, and the impartiality of an academician which

were the main characteristies of his earlier production.

In this work he has discussed from every possible

point of view, the main forces in modern politics, »iz,
nationalism, imperialism, and internationalism and has

given his own views wherever they were needed

to
clarify the issue.

The author has promised another

volaume which we may scon have the privilege of publi-
shing,
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CHAPTER 1
Nationalism.

1. Definition of Terms:—\Vriters on political science
are not all agreed on the precise meaning of such terms
s ‘nation,” ‘nationality,’ and ‘nationalism.’” Not infre-
qQuently in current literature the terms ‘nation’ and
‘nationality’ are used interchangeably. The word
‘dation’ is derived from the Latin word Natio which
Means ‘birth’ or ‘race.’” This does not mean, howerver,
that nationalism and racialism are identical conceptions
in our present-day world. The term ‘nation’ was used
in the seventeenth century to describe the population of
& State, irrespective of its racial unity, and this meaning,
8ays Bernard Joseph, has in a large measure persisted
up to this day. After the Partition of Poland in 1772
and during the French Revolution, the term ‘nation’
came into great popularity and was used to mean

‘patriotism.” “Nationality was at this period a collective

sentiment.” *
From the beginning of the nineteenth century the

terms ‘nation’ and ‘nationality’ have assumed- quite
definite meanings. The term ‘nation’ conveys the idea
of political independence or sovereignty (either:actually
attained or desired), while g‘rx‘mt.i:)n:}ligy’ is largely a non-
political cor-%pt and can exist even under f;oreign

* B. Josoph : Nationality, p. 20
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domination. Nationality is primarily a psychol )
quality, although it is often wused to convey an ethnical
and caultaral conception as well. Bluntschli used the'
term ‘nationality’ to designate “a wunion of masscs of
men of different occupations and social strata of here-
ditary socicty, of common spirit, feeling and race bound
together especially by language and customs it &
common civilisation which gives them a sense of unity
and distinetion from all foreigners quite apart from the
bond of the State.” T

Interpreted in this manner, a ‘nation’ and ‘pationa=
lity’ are not identical conceptions. A nation, meaning
the population of a self-governing State, may very well
include several nationalities. Thus, while Great Britain
is a single nation it consists of three distinct nationalities
—the English, Scots, and Welsh. As soon as a nationa-
lity acquires politieal unity and sovereign independence,
it becomes a nation. According to Lord Bryce, “The
sentiment of nationality is that feeling or group of
feelings which makes an aggregate of men conscious of
ties, not being wholly either political or religious, which

unite them in a commaunity which is, either actually or
potentially, a Nation.” *

ogical

THe term ‘national group’ is used to designate a
community in which nationality is still in the making
and the ¥will to live® as a nation is still lacking. An
example of such a groYip 48 found in_the Arubs of
to-dax.

T The Tleory of the State, p. 90. . .
**J. Bryce: International Relations, p. 118. e
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.The term ‘people,” says B. Joseph, carries with it the
notion of , civilisation, while the word ‘nation’ is
Primarily 4 political concept. ¢ ‘People’ is the broader
and moye comprehensive term.”y Just as a ‘nation’ may
include several nationalities, so a ‘people’ may include
Several nations. Thus the people of Norway and Sweden
form ope peop’'e—the Scandinavian people—although
they belong to two distinet nations., Likewise, the
‘German People’ includes many more than those who
belong to the German nation.

The terms ‘nation’ and ‘State’ do not mean the same
thing, B, Joseph writes: ‘“ ‘Nation’ refers to an agglo-
meration of individuals, and ‘State’ to an organised entity
which functions s such independently of the nation or
Dationalities which constitute its membership.”

Another pair of terms which is wused loosely is
‘nationa]ity’ and ‘citizenship.’” A person’s citizenship, in\'
common parlance, is referred to as his ‘nationality.’ This
Is a mistake. “The fundamental difference between
nationality and citizenship is that nationality is subjec-
tive whilst citizenship is objective. Nationality relates
0 a condition of the mind or feelings or mode of life;
whilst citizenship is a political status.”* -

But the terms which are confused the most are
‘nationality’ and ‘nationalism.’ ‘Nationalism’is at times"
used to describe an exaggeraied séntiment of nationality
bordering on » .%ressiveness. This perverted sentiment
e S ————— " - “b A |

+B. Joseph: op. cit., p- 26.

+

+ i " pp. 26-27. ,
*B. Joseph: op. cit., p. £7.
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which sees nothing but good in one’s own nation and
its deeds is not true nationalism. Rightly understood,
pationalism stands for the historical process by which
pativnalities are transformed into political units. It
gtands for the legitimute right of a people who form a

istl ' - nationality to a place i
distinct and vigorous nation ot nationality place in

the sun.  B. Joseph holds that the sentiment which
forms the basis of nationality should be called the

sentiment of nationality and not nationalism.

11. The DMeaning of Nationality.—Thinkers are

gencrully agreed to-day that nationality is essentially a
psychological disposition, a condition of mind or a
sentiment. But it is a sentiment, not sentimeuntalism,
It is rooted in such factors as race, country, language,
religion, culture, and tradition. Like other subjective
terms, the term ‘nationality’ is incapable of exact
definition. It is vague and elusive A.E. Zimmern
tvrites: “Nationality, like religion, is subjective; psycho-
logical ; a condition of mind; a spiritual possession; a
way of feeling, thinking and living”y Its core is
“group consciousness, the love of the community, great
or small, to which we belong.”$ Nationality stands for
a feeling of corporate unity. It cannot be manufactured
by artificial means. It is the resolve of a group of
humam beings Yo ghare their tortuues, a determination
to go through thi(ik ang thig together. Itisa “form of
corporate sentiment.”’§  ° ~

+ A. B® Zimmern : Nationality and Goverament, ¢ 51.

® 1 G. P. Gooch : Nationalism, p. . -
o § A.E.Zimmern: op.cit., p. 52y
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Zimmern means by nationality “a body of people
united by a corporate sentiment of peculiar intensity,
intimacy and dignity, related to a definite home-
country.” * According to the same writer, nationality
is not a political but an educational conception. Broadly
speaking, it may be said that if a people feels itself to be
a nationality, it is a nationality. “Nationality is not a
political question at all. Tt is only accidentally a
political question. It is primarily and essentially a
spiritual question, and, in particular, an educational
question. It is bound up with the question of corporate
life, corporate growth, and corporate self-respect.”
“Nationality is not a political creed for oppressed
peoples.” It “is more than a ereed or a doctrine or a
code of conduct, it is an instinctive attachment.”

J. H. Rose says: nationality “is an instinet, and
cannot be exactly defined; it is the recognition as
kinsmnen of those who were deemed strangers; it is the
apotheosis of family feceling, and begets a resolve never
again to separate; it leads to the founding of a polity ¢n
2 natural basis, independent of a monarch or a State,
though not in any sense hostile to them; it is more than

a political contract; it is a union of hearts, once made,
never unmade.”’

Bringing out the difference between a ‘ndtional
State’ and ‘nationality,” C.J. H. Hayes writes: “A
Dational State is a.lwa.ys based un pationalify, but a
nationality may exist wifnouta uational state. A state

* Namonn.hty & Government: Ibid. -

~
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is cx=entially political; a nationality is primarily cultaral
and only incidentally politieal”

I111. Iuctors of Nationality.—If nationality is a
subjective  conception, are there not any objective tests
that we can apply to it? What are the conditions which
a peopic should be required to fulfil before they can be
entiticd to the status of nationality? An answer to

these questions calls for a discussion of the fuctors of
nat:onaiity to which we now turn,

In Jdiseussing these fuctors, it must be borne in mind
that a nationality can exist without some of them, but
no natlonality can exist without any of them, Besides,
the tmportance of these fuctors is not the same every-
where or atall times. It varies according to time and
plwees "T'hus, religion may be a very important factor
in the building up of nationality in one place, and yet
be tnsigniticant in another.

1. Gographical unity.—There can be no doubt that
a naturally defined territory or geographical unity,
often described by the name ‘homeland’, is a powerful tie
in the formation and continuance of nationality. Several
cxceptions to this statement may be found in the
history of the world. The city-states of ancient Greece
did not possess a naturally defined area. The boundary
betwegn IPrance and Germany to-day is artiticial. The
Jews have had no home of their own for centuries. Yet
no one will deny tQ them the status of nationality.
Though Scuttered_o:er.&ffe:(;nt parts of the world, the

L]
+ ()._ J. H. Hayes: Essays on Nutionalism, P- 6. " °
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hope that some day Palestine will be restored to them,
has been a powerful stimulus in keeping Jewish national-
ity alive.

Where there is no national home or no hope of
securing one, it is difficult to acquire or develop the
spirit of mnationality. The gypsies have no home of
their own and do not constitute a nationality. The
Roman people, in exchanging their homeland for a
world empire, lost their nationality. Natural boundaries
do play a very significant part. Geography is a potent
factor iu the history of natiounalities. Attempt to deprive
a people of any portion of its territory always results in
war. B. Joseph bholds that the chance of survival of a
national group is 1n direct ratio to its control and
possession of its homeland.

A naturaily defined territory is of great importance
in the moulding of nationalities for several reasons:
(@) Geography and climate have a direct bearing on the
character and physique of the people, although their
influence can be altered within limits by man’s intelli-
gence and other kindred forces. Geography and
climate tend to create commnon physical, mental, and
psychological traits, which facilitate the development
of a spirit of unity and keen sympathy among people
living under the same environmental cond1t1ons It
has been discovered that even the head shape of immi-
grants in America undergoes a change in the course
of a generation or two. (b) Human s_)mpathles are
l.umted. It is .easier for n 1nhab1tant of India, for
lnstance; vividly to imagine the feelings of a person

-
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living near him than of a person living in Labrador or
Greenland. As a general rule, the svmpathies of “the
citizen of the world” are not very deep. They are
watered down. It Is often the man who does not have
much love for his neighbours and who cannot get on
with them who speaks of being a citizen of the world.
(¢) Human beings share with animals a love of their
habitat. There is an instinctive attachment on the
part of every man for the place where he was born
and brought up. This love of the habitat is particu-
larly noticeable when a person returns to his homeland
after a long absence in foreign countries.* When he
returns every familiar ecene takes on a peculiar hue
and appears strangely new and charming. This love
of the habitat partly accounts for the fact that, however
much people may quarrel as next-door neighbours in
their own country, they are often knit together into a
close fellowship on foreign soil. The love of one’s
country is intensified during exile. The ancient
Israelites, during a period of captivity in a foreign
land, gave expression to this sentiment in the passionate
cry of one of their Psalmists: “If I forget thee, O
Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning.

* Ja the well-known words of Sir Walter Scott:—
“Breathes there the man with soul so dead
Who never 5 himself hath said:
‘This is my own, my native land’?
As home his foatsieps he Math turned
. ‘Whose heart hath ne'er within himself l')urr;ed,
From wandering on o foreign strand ?
If such there breatl.e, go mark him well.”
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If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my
chief joy.” ¥

In estimating the importance of the homeland to
nationality, Mazzini, the spiritual father of modern
nationalism, writes: “Our country is our home, the
house that God has given us, placing therein a numerous
family that loves us and whom we love ; a family with

whom we sympathise more readily, and whom we

understand more quickly than we do others; and
which from its being centered round a given spot, and
from the homogeneous nature of its elements is adapted
to a special branch of activity.

“Qur country is our common workshop whence the
product of our activity is sent forth for the benefit of
the whole world, wherein the implements and tools of
Jabour we can most usefully ewmploy are gathered
together.” %

While the existence of a naturally defined territory
is valuable in the formation of mnationalities, its impor-

tance must not be pressed too far. Attempts to divide

the area of the world strictly according to nationality

lead to chronic strife and warfare. Where other factors

of nationality are strong, the importance of a paturally
defined area need not be much emphasised.” Prof.

Hayes, in criticising the view that .ceography makes
nationality, asserts that the idea” of natural’ frontiers
between natipnalities is a ayth. " =

+ Psulm 137, 5 & 6. "
I Mazzini: Life and Writings, volume 1V, p. 276.

-
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2. Identity of racial type or racial unity. Common
racial origin, either real or assuwed, has been an impor-
tant factor in the moulding of nationality. Some
writers emphasise its importance more than others.
A. E. Zimmern says that nationality implies “a parti-
cular kind of corporate self-consciousness, peculiarly
intimate, yet invested at the same time with a peculiar
dignity, and corporate self-consciousness in which the
element of common race is perhaps the most important
factor.” Bryce believes that race is one of the clements
which constitute national sentiment. Mazzini, on the
other hand, holds that race is not esscntial to nationa-
lity. Renan is of opinion that “a race is something
which makes and unmakes itself and has no applica-
tion to polities” Likewise, J. H. Rose writes: “only in a
very crude form does nationality depend on race.” In
normal circumstances, nationality does not depend on
race. Laveleye, the celebrated Belgian writer, observes:
“In proportion as the culture of a people advances,
idéntity of race and of blood exercises less powor on it,
and historic memories exercise more power.” Several
writers call attention to the fact that there is no pure race

to-day anywhere in the world and that every modern
nationality consists of racial mixture. “Purity”, says
Hayes, “if it exists at all, exists nowadays only among
uncivilised tribagmen.” Pillsbury writes: “In the
determination of natibnal lines in general race is no
more important. Titereis no-p.ure race inany nation.

Ian isteverywhere a mongrel.” - SRR
a grel.
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The weight of academic opinion thus seems to be on
the side of those who give a relatively low place to
race. DModern Switzerland and Canada are frequently
quoted as examples of people of different racial origin
liviog together and forming a strong nationality. For
ourselves, we believe that racial wunity, where obtain-
able, is a powerful tie of nationality, but is not indis-
pensable to it. It is more important in the earlier
stages of nationality than in the later. In the U. S. A.
there is a great diversity of racial stock, but at the
same time there is & dominant racial group, descended
from the “Old Immigrants,” which is able to give a
tone to the national life of the country. The Negroes
of this country, as well as those of South Africa, when
they are able to assert themselves, will probably put a
severe strain on the American and African nationa-
lities respectively.

As a general rule, it may be said that a certain
degree of racial homogeneity is helpful to uationality.
There may be diversities of racial stock, but so long as
these diversities are minor variations within broad
racial divisious, there seems to be . no serious difficulty.
But it is hard to see how races of very diverse origin
such as the Anglo-Saxons, the Chinese and the Negroes
can constitute a single nationality so long as the
Present racial and social stratification is kept up bet-
ween them. No nationality can long endure if there
be sharply drawn cleavages between its racial elements.
Even it people do not actuislly descerd from the same
racial stock, the unwarranted belief that they -have:

‘.
¢ .
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done 8o bas often played an important part in forming
and strengtheniog nationalities. Etymologically, as
indicated earlier, the ‘nation’ means a people having a
common ethnic origin. But this is not the primary
meaning to-day.

Summing up the discussion on purity of race as an
essential element of nationality, Garner writes: “Race is
a physical phenomenon, whereas nationality is a complex
phenomenon into which spiritual eclements enter. To
identify race and nation is (therefore) to subordinate
moral conscience to orgamic life and to make the
animalism which is in man the whole of humanity.”*
Race purity, it must be added, does pot, in itself, mean
superiority or inferiority.

If we turn to the history of the world, we find “no
entire single race has ever formed one nationality.”
The Finns may be regarded as a single race, but belong
to different nationalities. Every nationality in the
modern world is composed of several races. Race and
nitionality are nowhere identical. “Nationality”, says
Joseph, “actually cuts throngh and across race.”” Some
writers go so far as to hold that it is nationality which
creates race and not race which creates nationality.

3. Unity of ideas and ideals or a common culture.
If nasonality is primarily a cultural conception, unity
of ideas and ldeals is indeed an important element in it.
In making natlonahty rest upon cultural foundations,
Hayes writes: “A nay-(!tmhty is any group of persons
who gpeak a common language, a distinct 8ultural society

*J. W. Garner: Political Science and Government, p. 117.
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in which, among other factors, religion and politic's may
have played important though not necessarily continuous
roles.”

Uity of culture includes common customs and man-
ners, common traditions, literature, follklore and epics,
and art. 1t also stands for “a certain dominant view of
life with its common standards, duties and prohibitions.”
1t is obvious that when people differ violently in their
general outlook and attitude, it is difficult to create in
them a national sentiment, unless they possess, aut the
same time, a high degree of tolerance and mutual for-
bearance. Community of ideas and ideals draws people
close together and creates in them an esprit de corps
which cannot be easily destroyed.

B. Joseph believes that national literature, education,
culture,and art may be both the cause and effect of natiena-
lity. While national literature does not, by itself, create
nationality, it can strengthen the sentiment of nationa-
lity. In recent times, national literature has played a
notable part in the rejuvenation of Bohemian and Serbian
nationalities. To borrow the words of Joseph: “National
literature makes a large contribution to the development
of nationality by striving to create and maintain national
traditions and by endeariog the national history to the
nationality. It is the vehicle of national traditions.”* A
further advantage of national literatue is that it is an
object of pride and reverance to.the members of a nation-
ality. Voltaiie boasted that “Our ‘ldilguuge and literature
bave made more conquests than Charlemagne.”

* B. Joseph: op. cit., p. 114. i . AR

-
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What is true of national literature is also true of
national education. It tends to create a similar outlook
on life and sets up the same or similar standards. The
danger of such education is that, when mishandled, it is
liable to give rise to national prejudice and bigotry. But
there is no necessary connection between nationalism
and chauvinism. Rightly used, national education can
become the best aid to the maintenance of national
solidarity. It “serves the necessary purpose of creating
a certain moral unity, a common understanding of right
and wrong, a community of ideas in most mwatters, and

social intercourse amongst all the members of a

nationality.”*
National literature and national education are » part

of national culture. Where there is no common culture
and civilisation, a people lack individuality. While
there are elements of calture in the world which are
unjyersal in their scope, there are others which are the
peculiar possession of a people knit together Ly common
customs and common ways of thinking, feeling, and
living. Common ideality is decidedly a cohesive factor,
When people think together they are prepared to act
together, and when they act together they are prepared
to go through thick and thin together. A cultaral
homogeneity is thus a valuable aid to nationality.

Under ‘national cul..ure a_special place should he
given to pational hiscory and® tradition, Ramsay Muir
remarks: “Heroic achievements, agonies ht.vically

endnred, these are the sublime food by which tae spirit

* B. Joseph: op. cit., p. 118, .
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of nationhood is nourished.” A legitimate pride in the
past, a wholesome confidence in the present, and a
buoyant hope for the future all strengthen and sustain
the national spirit. Defining naticnal tradition as “a
prevalent view or recollection, or a custom or practice,
of immemorial age which has become time-honoured and
universally aceepted in a particular people”*, B. Joseph
shows how such national traditions as playing the game,
pride in the navy, and even drinking tea can serve as
the cementing factors of nationality. J.S. Mill says
“The strongest of all (factors) is the identity of political
antecedents; the possession of a national history; and
consequent community of recollections; collective pride
and humiliation; pleasure and regret, connected with
the same incidents in the past.” Hayes is of the same
view when he holds that nationality is an attribute of
human culture and civilisation and that the laws of
zoology and botany are not applicable to it

4. Unity of Language—Much siress has been laid
on common language as an important factor of national-
ity. Ramsay Muir believes that language “counts for
more than race in the moulding of » nation.” “Common
language means also & common literature, a common
inspiration of great ideas, a common heritage of songs
and folktales.” J. H. Rose considers common lapguage
as the most powerful politicai,iinﬂgence. B. Joseph
obgerves that the most obvious element of nationality is
language. It is by language, more than by any other

. *B. Joseph: op. cit., p. 102.
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single distingnishing feature, that mnationalities are
identified.”®
The advantages of a common language are:
(1) It enables a people to cxpress the same idess

and same sentiments;
(2) It tends to create common standards of morals,

manuers, literature, and justice;

(3) It preserves common historical traditions;

(4) Tt is the store-house of “succes-ful achievements
and distressing hardships shared in common”;

() Itisan aid to the uanitying of a people and
creating in them of a nutional psychology.

Notwithstanding thes: obvious advantages, we find
that there are several nationalities to-day which do
not possess unity of language. Thus, the people of
Switzerland speak at least three distinct languages.
The people of the United States do not all speak the
same languags:, although English is the dominaut
1Bouguage. The Jews have not kunown a common
language for centuries, and yet no one would deny the
existence of a Jewish nationality. On the basis of facts
such as these, J. . Rose advances the opinion that
“probably, with the spread of educaticn, language will
playea smaller part than belore.”

All this dogs not mean, however, that unity of
languaf%e is of littler ¢onsequence to a nationality. TFor
every nationality svhi€l spga%s more than one language,
theresare scores of nationalities which Epealg ouly one

*1. B..Joseph: op. cit., p. 4.
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language. A comwmon language, as Joseph points out,
cements the various elements of a nationality and rivets
upon them an everlasting bond. Besides, “there is a
natural and mutual attraction among persons who speak
In modern times the Polish people,
more than others, have demonstrated the value of a

FRE

the same language.

common language in keeping alive the national spirit.
Where there is a determination on the part of a people
to hold together socially and culturally, unity of
language is of great value. At the same time, if other
tactors of nationality are strong, it is possible to dispense
with a common language. Thus, the German-speaking
population of Alsace is attached more to France than
to Germany. Likewise, in spite of the fact that the
Americans and Canadians speak the same language and
live next door to each other, there is no disposition on
their part to fuse into a single nationality.

Unity of Heligion: The history of nationalities
shows clearly that religion has played an importan:
part in the early stages. Iarly communal life centred
round religious customs and practices. In the case of
the Jews, for instance, religion has been the mainspring
of their national life. It has given them such a dis-
tinctive quality that their nationality cannot long
endure if a majority of them exchange their ancestral
faith for some other faith, say RomanﬂCalholicism,q Reli-
gion is the warp and woof of their common life. Similar
statements can ke made of thé Japanese, the Poles, and
the Irish ¢l to-day. During centuries of oppression by

* B. Joséph: op. cit., p. 61. ) G
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the Turks, it was the Greek Catholic Church which
enabled the Grecks to persist as a people. Among
other factors, John Knox and the Protestant Reforma-
tion played a notable role in the creation and contin-

uation of Scottish nationality.

While common religion and religious institutions
have contributed considerably to the national life of
a people, it must be admitted that they are not as
important to-day as they were in the past. They are
even less important in the West than in the East,
Most States to-day practise religious tolerance and,
henee, diversity of faith does not interfere with their
national life. The United States of America is the best
example of a country into the national development of
which religion has hardly entered. England has a
State-recognised and  State-supported church known ag
the Church of England. DBut there are at the same
time millions of Roman Catholiecs and Dissenters who
owe 1o allegiance to that Church. “Most modern
nationalities,” says Hayes, “manage to flourish without
insisting upon uniformity of religious belief or practice.”
Common religion is no longer a factor of much conse.
quence, although in a few exceptional cases, it is still
the basis of national unity on account of peculiar
historical antegedents. Although common religion is a
factor? of minor tmportance in the modern world,
religion as a sacia® ¥rggyfisation is stlll capable of
playing an important part in the formation and streng-
thening of nationalities, It isa vital md.to unity of
%decaS and ideals and common santiments. ’
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6. Common Economic Intcrests: Itis more than
possible that one of the strongest factors in the mainten-
ance of Japanese and Australian nationalities is the
economic one. Living in a small country endowed
with limited resources, the Japanese instinctively feel
the necessity for colonial expansien and foreign trade.
This economic motive, among other factors, undoubtedly
welds the people togeth:r and creates in them “a cons-
ciousness of kind’’ Similarly, behind the “White
Australian policy” there is the fear, real or imaginary,
that Australia will be flooded by Mongoelians who
might imperil the economic life of the Australians, if
the immigration bars are removed or lowered.

However important common econcmic interests may
be in the holding of a people together, we do not
believe that such interests alone are capable of creating
the sentiment of nationality. 'The history of nationa-
lities shows that the sentiment of nationality is
frequently supremely indifferent to economic consideras
tions. It does not count the cost. A people drunk
with the spirit of nationality often throw their economic
good to the winds in the uname of national pride and
prestige. If economic interests alone were enough to
constitute a nationality, we should expect to find
nationalities composed solely of labourers and nationa-
lities composed solely of capitalists. During times of
war one finds that the spirit ¢ of ra‘jonality cuts across
economic distinctions and unites people with different
economic interests. Renan is right when he says that
community “of economic interests makes a

~

customs

~
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anion and not a nation.

7. Common subjection toa firm and systematic
government is sometimes addaced as a factor of
nationality. There isno doubt that the strong rule of
Britain has to a certain extent precipitated Indian
nationalism. In the same way, obedience to a single
ruler has at other places fostered the national spirit.
Witness, e. g, the high pitch to which nationalism,
perhaps of a morbid kind, has been ruised under the
dictatorships of Mussolini and Hitler. However impor-
tant a part & strong government may play in reference
to nationality, it cannot by itself produce nationality.
Ramsay Muir rightly observes: ‘Mere unity of govern-
ment, however admirably wielded, will never of itself

produce nationhood.”

Another factor of nationality which is similar in
nature to the above is oppression. History furnishes
several examples of nationality being intensified under
persecution. “In Europe,” says Zimmern, “nationality is
an instinet which has been stung into morbid and acute
self.consciousness by political oppression.””* After the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870, the national spirit became
acutg in France. + Oppression by the Moors and later,
the Napoleonic Wars, roused the sentiment of nationality

* £. K. Zimmern : o'. clc p. 74.
N
T 'A. French p(?nodxcnl of the time wrogo: “Bismarck has
probably done better service to France than to Germany. He
has workedsfor a false umty in his country, but very effectually
i8r o Pegeneration of ours.” (quoted by Joseph : op. cit., p. 164.)
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among the Spaniards. The Partition of Poland quickened
the national spiritand preserved it under the most adverse
conditions. Similarly, Irish nationalism developed into
an exaggerated and even undesirable form under
English oppression. 1In spite of all these illustrations, as
Joseph notes, “‘oppression of a group does not itself
transform it into a mnationality.” } It may split the
people into several selfish communities, each trying to
win the favour of the oppressor.

8. Political Sovereignty : It is sometimes argued
that it is the State which creates the sentiment of
nationality and not wice wversa. This isa position
which it is difficult to wuphold. Despite the fact that
Great Britain is under a single political sovereignty, it
comprises three distinet nationalities, the English, the
Scots, and the Welsh. In most cases, itis diffienlt to
determine whether the concepts of State and nationality
are related to cach other as cause to effect or as effect
to cause. A general remark which we may ventare to -
make is that while nationalities have existed evep
before modern States assumed a permanent form,
political sovereignty has contributed to the strengthep.
ing of growing nationalities. Laski advances the vigyw
that “Political allegiance does not explain anything,
The history of the nineteenth century is largely thbe
history of changes of allegiance effected in nationaljgt
terms.” Leaving aside such excerptional cases as S.Wit-
zerlam.l where, perhaps, a common poligical sovereiégty
has given - birth to nationality, the most that

i B. Joseph~ op. cit,, p. 161, S

e
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political sovereignty can do is to fortify existing
national consciousness by means of common laws ang
political institutions. It cannot produce mnationality as
we have defined it.

9. Popular will : It has been suid repeatedly that

the sentiment of nationality is primarily psychologica],
If this be troe, popular will is certainly an importang
factor of nutiovality. A people do mnot become g
nationality until they have a will to co-operate,
Nationality is an expression of the soul of a people,
Toynbee regards “the will to be a nation” as the
priocipal element of nationality. Likewise, Mazzinj
the founder of nationalism in its pure form, regards
popular will as the basis of nationality.

10. Minor factors mentioned by B. Joseph. Some
believe that nationality is an instinct. It is an expres.
sion of the gregariousness of man and is based upon
the willingness to submit to the majority. This is only
¢. partial explanation.

Some hold that nationality is a question of histo-
rical accident. We consider this a superficial view,
Others attribute nationality to the power of the press.
This is equally superficial.

Lord Acton considers exile as the wuursery of
nationality. While this may explain such cases as the
Jewish, Armen\mn,. and Irish nationalities, it is by no
mean$ an universal explanation.

Gthers considér folk-sofigs, national. holidays, com-
mon“moml code, national symbols, such a= the flag,
pational costume or dress, and national '>0V6101“n as
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factors of mationality. While all these may contribute
to the development of nationalitv, they are wnot indis-
pensable to its existence.

After considering the various views of nationality
discussed above, B. Jcseph concludes that nationality
1s “a natural corporate sentiment which manifests
itself in the members of a group in certain preferences
and sympathies for things connected with the group.” *
From the point of view of this conception of nationality
as a corporate sentiment, Joseph writes : “Nationality
as a quality is the subjective corporate sentiment per-
manently present in and giving a sense of distinetive
unity to the majority of the-members of a particular
civilised section of humanity, which at the same time
objectively constitutes a distinct group by virtue of
possessing certain collective attributes peculiar to it
such as home-land, language, religion, history, culture
or traditions. Nationality as a a conerete designation
denotes a group possessed of the quality of nationality
as so defined.”

IV. The Growth of Nationality: {a) In Europe:
While the sentiment of nationality can be traced back
to ancient times, the idea of nationality is essentially
modern. The nineteenth century in particular may be
regorded as the period when nationalism reachéd its
zenith in the West. ‘

The dim origins of nationality, are probably found
in the herd-ingtinct of marf,«i.e., his 'gregariousnlj§s. At

* B. . Toseph: op. cit., pp. 304-5.
'I' N " " 1" 30.8-9
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a very early time in human history, people lived
together as clans and tribes. This early tribal life,
often organised into a patriarchal society, meant
common customs and manners, common religious
practices, common language, and allegiance to a com-
mon superior. [Here we find some of the factors of
nationality, although as yet there was no conscious idea
or even sentiment of nationality.

The Greeks who mark the beginning of an advanced
type cf political life in the West lived in cities. Their
political life was municipal and not national. Greece
did not exist as a political unit. It is doubtful whether
it even existed as a geographical expression. The
most that the Grecks possessed was loeal patriotism.

The Romans who came later differed from the
Greeks in many ways. They possessed the gift of
assimilation. They extended the civil rights to large
sections of people within the Empire and achieved a
political unity on the basis of metropolitan citizenship.
Law and order were maintauined throughout the
Impire. Yet the Romans were not able to evolve a
nationality. They only had a State. As B. Joseph
remarks, ‘‘the elements combined within the Empire
were 400 numerous, too diverse, too devoid of cultural
homogeneity to \ be moulded into a single nationality.”*
The bgeak-up of the Empire meant a return to the
tribal gtage of an garlx‘el‘ timet The homogeneity of the
Empife did not survive. ;

x T 8. Joseph:op. cit.? P- 168. . S
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The Dark Ages and the early Middle Ages were not
conducive to the develoyment of nationality. They
were troublous times, torn by a struggle for supremacy
between the Pope and Emperor. Feudalism reigned
supreme in Western ldurope, and as long as it lasted the
evolution of mationality was out of the question.
Decentralisation was the order of the day. Petty
political dynasties and principalities ruled everywhere.
Latin was the language of the learned. It delayed the
development of the vernacular. No pride of race or
conntry had yet appeared. The thinkers of the day
dreamt of universalism, a universal Church-State com-
prising the whole of western Europe. Iu these circum-
stances, it was difficult, if not impossible, for the
national spirit to manifest itself.

As the Middle Ages advanced, conditions began to
change. Dante in Italy and Chaucer in England used
the mother tongue in literature, and, in so doing, gave
an impetus to the sentiment of nationality. Although
Dante gave a high place to the mother-tongue and
aseribed a divine mission tohis people in the economy of
things, his prevailing thought was in tLe direction of
universalism. The time was not jet ripe for Italian
nationality. Machiavelli at the close of the Middle
Ages and the beginning of the modern era stood forth
as the first nationalist of the modern type. He placed
Italian national unity above eve;y,fhln" else. Bu} even
his work bore }jttle fruit. T¢ was notuntil the d. ys of
Mazzini and his followers in the nineteenth century”that
Ttalian nationality became an acccmplished fact.

~
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Conditions for the growth of nationality were more
favourable in England, France, and Spain. The
dawn of a truly English literature in the writings of
Chaucer, Wyeclilfe, ete., coineided with the dawn of
English nationality. The Hundred Years’ War which
was fought at this time brought into clear relief the
nascent French and KEnglish nationalities. In France
Joan of Arc embodied the national spirit and gave
expression to the growing sentiment of her people in the
memorable words:  “As to the peace with the Buglish,
the only way possible is that they go back to their
country in Lngland”” By her martyrdom she held
aloft the idea that « every civilised nation, when
thoroughly awakened to conscious lite, must control its
own destinies and will not long submit to be held down
by auother people.”* The Spanish nationality, which
was already born, received at this period a great sti-
mulus from the Crusades. Although nationalism had
an early start in England, France, and Spain, it did not
e'njoy an unhindered development, Religious and poli-
ticul disputes marred its growth.

The modern period, begianing with the Renaissance
and the Reformation, started with conditions most
favourable to the evolution of nationality. The Renaiss-
ance®marked the beginningofnew national cultures, and
the ReformutioMymarked the beginning of a national
religiop. They broke down the idea of a univesal Church-
State fnd paved the Wiy fd the modern nation State.
Natidual navies, too, came into being at this time.

*J. H. Kvse: Nationglity in Modorn History.
a o .
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While the Reformation movement stood on the
whole for national princes and taught passive obedience
to them, the cleavage it brought about between Catho-
lics and Protestantsled to innumerable religious wars and
disputes. Tor a while, under Queen Elizabeth, Englaud
enjoyed national unity. But both before her time and
all through the seventeenth century England was torn
by religious and coustitutional dirputes. France and
Germany, 109, had their religious wars. The Treaty of
Westphalia (1648), marking the close of the Thirty
Years’ War, gave for the first time, open recognition to
the system of national States.

By the seventeenth century many of the European
nationalities reached maturity—Sweden, Denmark,
Holland, Spain, France, and Portugal. Italy and
Germany tok a longer time. The Partition of
Poland in 1772, flagrantly violating the prineiples of
nationality, raised the issue of nationality to a promi-
nent place.

(]

The next landmark in the development of European
nationality is the Fremch Revolution. It established
“on a firm basis the method of organisation of society
into nationalities””* It emphasised democratic nationa-
lism. It inspired a love and devotion to the homeland
unknown before. It introduced a system of nitional
education and gave a new emphasisto such national
emblems and symbols as the nutlonal anthem wud the
national flag. It “enunciated both the doctrine of popu-
lar sovereignty and the doctrine of national self-deiermi-

*B. Joseph: op. cit,, p. 173. -
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nation.”f  As a result of it, France became a strong
nationality and has remained such ecver since. Its
influence s7on spread from France to other European
countries and was accentuated by the Industrial Revo-
lution, the Napoleonic Wars, and the Romanticism of
the early ninetcenth century.

It is interesting to note that side by side with the
nationalistic spirit of the French Revolution. there
prevailed in some of the European countries, especially
in Germany, theories of cosmopolitanism and saper-
national humanitarianism, which received a rude shock
at the hands of Napoleon. Prior to the Revolution,
Goldsmith and Paine in England and Lessing in Ger-
many gave expression to this cosmopolitan sentiment in
striking words. Goldsmith confessed: “The whole
world being only one city, T do not much eare in which
of its streets I happen to reside” T. Paine declared:
“The world is my country, mankind are my brothers.”
Legsing wrote: “Love of country is at best but an
heroic vice, which I am quite content to be without.”

This cosmopolitan humanitarianism continaed in
Germany up to the time of the Napoleonic conquests,
Writing as Professor of History in 1789, Schiller said:
“Itis u poor and little aim to unite for one nation; a
phiiosophic spirit cannot tolerate such limits, cannot
bound its views t§a form of human nature so arbitrary,
fluctunatipg, accident?nl.'~ . The Jnost powerful nation is-
but a gragment....2.” Fichte gave utterance to the
sentimént in the Lectares he delivered in 1804-5. In

ol CoJ- H. Hayes: op. vit, p. 44,
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these Lectures be spoke of the human race as one and
was extremely indifferent to the claims of country and
nationality. DBut the Napoleonic wars wrought a mira-
culous change in the attitude of both these thinkers.
Fichte’s patriotism which was fired by these wars
proclaimed: “We desire to inspire in Germans a feeling
of unity which may throb through all their limbs. ”

The nationalist fervour of Fichte was carried over
into Hegel’s theory of the State and there appeared in
an exaggerated worship of the State. Later, Bismarck
gave a practical shape to German nationalism in his
policy of ‘blood and iron,” which culminated in the
annexation of Alsace Lorraine. A contemporary of
Bismark, Treitschke, set forth in 1861 the idea of a
“pationally exclusive State.” He prophesied that the
peoples of the world would all form national States. In
his thinking nationalism took the form of aggression
and militarism. His teaching was that the State ‘“only
represents the nation from the point of view of power”
He and his followers forgot that the nation is primarily
a spiritual entity. The exaggerated npationalism of
Treitschke has risen again in the teaching and practice
of Hitler and his associates.

Italy also attained national unity in the nineteenth
century. The father of Italian nationality was Mazzini,
although Dante and Machiavelli and Cavour had blazed
the trail before him. Mazzini was a high-souled dindivi-
dual and interpreted nationality as a s})iritual prirciples
He wrote? “Nationality is sacred to me because I see in
it the instiument of labcur for®the well-being and

~ -
Py
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Llsewhere be said: “Every people

progress of all men.”
which will co-operate towards

has its special mission,
tbe fulfilment of the general mission of humanity. That
constitutes its wpationality.  Nationality is
sacred.” Mazzini realised that race was not indispen-
sable to nationality. He laid much emphasis on geogra-
phical determination and popular will as the basis of
nationality. As G. P. Gooch writes: “He subordinated

nationality to the moral law and harnessed it to the

mission

unselfish service of humanity.”
Mazzini was not a narrow patriot. He was essentially

a man of faith and a believer in humanity. IHe regarded
cosmopolitanism as a will-o-the-wisp and attributed an
instinctive basis to patriotic feeling when he wrote :
“In labouring, according to true principles, for our
country we are labouring for humanity. ”

Under his inspiring influence, members of the Young
Italy party helped to remuke their country in accordance
with their oath: “In the name of God and of Italy. In
the name of all the martyrs of the holy Ttalian cause
who have fallen beneath foreign and domestic tyranny.
...... By the love I bear to the country that gave my
mother birth, and will be the home of my children......
By the blush that rises to my brow when I stand before
the citizens of‘other lands, to know that I have no
rights of citizenship, no country and no national flag.
By thd memory of.ouxi %ormew greatness, and the sense
of oyr present degradation. By the tears of Italian
mothers for their sons dead on the scaffold, in"prison or
in-exde. By the sufferings of the millions—=I swear to
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dedicate myself wholly and for ever to strive to consti-
tute Italy one free, independent, republican nation.”

The Great War gave further impetus to the senti-
ment of nationality. Attempts were made 10 re-draw
the map of Europe on wational lines. In the name of
nationality, enlarged Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Yugo-
Slavia, and Roumania were constituted into self govern-
ing, independent States.  Southern Schleswig was
restored to Denmark and Alsaee Lorraine to France.
Although Bolshevik Russia started with an international
outlook, it is fast developing into a national State.
Fascist Italy, too, is strongly nationalistic. In Nazi
Germany the sentiment of nationality is being carried
to absurd extremes.

The phenomenal rise of Turkey to prominence
immediately after the War is oneof the greatest surprises
of recent times. “Up to the period of the revolution of
the Young Turks in 1909 the only basis of Turkish
Nationality was the commoun subjection of the Turks to
their despotic Sultan.” * Even before the War young
Tuarkish intellectuals, attracted by the idea of nationality
operative in neighbouring countries, set out to create a
national consciousness among their people; but it was
only with the meteoric rise to power of Mustapha Kamal
and his colleagnes that Turkish nationa’ity became an
accomplished fact. By his military ictories and deter-
mined efforts to make Turkey an ap-to-date and unified
European country on a par with other Eurcpean
countries, Mustapha Kamal bas been able to create a

* *B. Joseph; op. cit. pp. 203-4.
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strong Turkish pationality. Turkey is no longer the
“sick man of Europe.” It has abandoned such ideas as
Pan-Islam and the desire to conquer and rule over
territories belonging to the “infidel Christians.” Every
ounce of energy available is concentrated on the internal
life of Turkey. Turkish language, litrature, and folk-
gongs have been revived. The Purdah and antiquated
Acrabian practices and modes of iife hive bsen abandoned.
A scheme of national education is enforced which will
make the Turks more Turkish in their thought, word,
and behaviour. Turkish officials are even prohibited
from marrying non-Turkish women.

(b) In the Orient.—When we turn our attention frow.
Turkey to the Asiatic countries, proper, the same record
is not maintained, except in Japan which stands head and
shoulders above other Eastern countries in the unity and
strength of her nationality. Emerging from a feudal
state, -since 1867 Japan has made rapid strides during
the last seventy years in unifying her people and
instilling in them a high degree of patriotism. In
addition to such elements of nationality as geographical
unity, identity of racial type, common religion, aund
common language, she possesses the will to hold together
to a yemarkable degree. China and India are still
pationalities ing¢he making. While China does not have
such diversities of gace, religion, language, and caste as
India, she has not yetl been eble to emerge as an united
pationality. Her internal differences pwevent her from
having a gingle government or offering a unfted resis-
tancer to the outside world. . .
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The idea of nationality, in the western seose, is
probably new to India. Ancient Hindu India was
organised round homogeneous, self-contained villages.
Corporate national life was almost unknown. Succes-
sive invasions of Mohammedans and western races
have broken up the village life of India, so much so
that heterogeneity prevails everywhere. The present
nationalistic movement is largely the result of western
education and a reaction to the firm and systematic
government provided by Britain. Since the inaugura-
tion of the Indian National Congress in 1883, the
nationalistic movement has been gathering strength.
Geographically India possesses a naturally defined
territory, and ber people show a fairly high degree of
devotion to their motherland. This does not mean
that provincialism has been entirely wiped out. Racial-
ly India is not single. According to anthropologists,
there are at least eight distinet racial types. Pro-
hibition of inter-marriage between the various castes,
religions, and racial groups makes national unity a
difficult task. From the point of view of language and
religion, too, India is far from being a nationality.
The people of India speak about two hundred languages.
and dialects, althongh the principal languages, spoken
by over 5 million persons each, is fourteen. English
is the lingua franca of the educated classes and there
is no clear sign that Hindi or any, 'otmher Indian lang-
uage is likely to becomea common medinm cf expression
in the near futare. Even if English can be made uni-

versal throughout India, it is difficult to see how it can
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express the national soul of the people. Religion to-
day is a divisive factor in India. DMutuwal sympathy
and understanding are still lacking between the follow-
ers of different faiths. Until India learns to practise
religious tolerance and forbearance, her nationality
will always rest on a slender basis. From the point of
view of traditions and culture, too, India is disunited.

On the side of assets to Indian natiopality must
be mentioned an increasing sense of individual and
national self respect, general opposition to a foreign
government, however efficient it may be, a growing
Indian character or personality, an increasing “unity of
purpose and action,” loosening of the bonds of caste and
class, earnest efforts towards village uplift and popular
education, and growing emphasis on Indian art, litera.
ture and culture.

B. Joseph expresses a fear that Indian nationalists
are repeating the mistakes that the West has made in

®striving for a national unity out of totally different
conditions. He asks “Whether the Indians would not
be better advised, making wuse of the unities which
already exist within several groups, to pursue the
course of fostering the national development of the
principal groups of India into a pumber of distinct
and friendlyenationalities,”*

Turning to $he Near East, we find that national
consciousness has been gaining ground in recent years
among the Egy.pt.ians, Arabs, and Pessians. Since the
Great War the nationalist movement in®Egypt has

e ¢ * B, Joseph: op. cit,, p. 235. .
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been fairly active. The prevailing illiteracy of the
people, their lack of culture, and their poverty make it
difficult for them to think in nationalistic terms.
Nevertheless, their unity of religion and language and
their common desire to be masters in their own house-
hold make it possible for nationality to take root among
them and bear fruit. The fore runner of the nationalist
movement in Egypt was Arabi. His work was ably
followed by that of Mustapha Kamal and Zaghlul
Pashaq, the latter of whom was able to wrest several
concessions from the British, At the beginning of 1922
the British Government declared “independence” for
Egypt. In Egypt, even more than in India, the nationa-
list movement has taken a political rather than a spiri-
tual and cultural turn.

The Arabs are not yet a unified nationality. They
are scattered over the North of Africa, the Peninsula of
Arabia, Mesopotamia, and Syria. It is not possible for-
all these Arabs to counstitute a single nationality. Itis
possible, however, for the Arabs of Asia to evolve into
a homogeneous group. ‘“They are for the most part
good Mohammedans” * and practise more or less uni-
form customs. The tribal loyalty of the Arabs, the
practice of wendetta, the geographical nature of the
Desert of Arabia, the animosity between Moslem and
Christian Arabs, and the illiteracy and poverty of the
masses are hindrances to the evolution ‘of an Arabian
nationality. _ B. Joseph believes that ¢“though they

Al

* B. Joseph: op. cit., p. 280.
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possess several of the important attributes of nationa-
lity, they lack fundamental wunity and have much to
achieve before they become a nationality.”

V.—Self Determination of Nationality: A ques-
tion which interests both the student of political theory
and the practical politician is whether every nationa-
lity has an intrinsic right to be a self-governing, sove-
reign State. All through the nineteeuth century, since
the days of the Congress of Vienna (1815), the principle
which dominated European politics was ‘one nationa-
lity, one State.” This principle received further stimu-
lus during the Great War when the idea of ‘the self-
determination of nations’ came to the fore-front. The
contention has been thar to group together people of
differnt nationalities into a single State will lead to a
lack of patriotic feelirg and internal dissensions. It is
further contended that a nationality which is spread
over several states can mever be happy and contented

®and that such a nationality is like a dismembered
social organism. All these contentions are seriously
questioned to-day. It is admitted by many that, other
things being equal, political boundaries should be drawn
where national lines are drawn. Thas J. S. Mill, in his
Representative Government, writes: “Itis in general a
necessary condition of free institutions that the boundaries
of Governmentseshould coincide with those of nationa-
lity.”” Likewise, Raansay JMuir writes: '“The experience
of the whole modern age has shown that where the spirit
of natianality genuinely exists and is based upon real
eandl strong affinitles,,.....it is clearly to the advantage
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both of the nation and of the world that the nation
should win that degree of autonomy which is necessary
to enable it to develop its characteristic mode of thought
and life. This autonomy must be sufficient to satisfy
the sentiment of the mnation and to let it feel the
assurance that its distinctive mind and character have
adequate means of self-expression. Thus alone will it
be able to make its fullest contribution to that variety
which is the strength of Western civilisation.”

Lord Acton and several others take the opposite
point of view. According to Acton, ‘“the theory of
nationality (i.e. one nation, one State) is more absurd
and more criminal thao the theory of Socialism,”
Zimmern writes: “In the long run the theory of a
national state will go the way of Henry VIIVs and
Luther’s theory of a mnational Chureh’”” He believes
that the state should make room for all sorts and condi-
tions of communities and nations—like
Christendom or Islam.

B. Joseph holds that “one nationality, one state” is 2
dangerous principle and constitutes a chief obstacle to
world progress. He argues that ‘nationality’ and
‘state’ are two different conceptions and that a naticna-
lity can continue to exist even after the state has been
destroyed. In his own words: “It is indeed apparent
on reflection that the doctrine that nationality and state
must be co-terminous is entirely erroncous and unfounded
in fact.”* In practice, Joseph finds, that a State and

nationality are never identical. Either a single state
* B. Joseph ; op. cit,, p. 324.

medieval
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includes more than one nationality or a single nationa-
lity is spread over several states. According to the same
authority, there is no truth in the contention that multi
national states are exposed to internal friction and
unrest. He believes that such states possess advantages
over those consisting of only one natiorality “so long as
there is freedom of pational expression and no attempt
to enforce uniformity.”* National and State loyalty
are, according to Lim, two different things and can exist
side by side with each other; for all that a nationality
requires is freedom for cultural and social life and a
certain measure of group autonomy, particularly in
communal matters. In this way, Joseph argues that
several nationalities can live togcther within one state,
He further believes that “the only hope of order and
peace in world affairs is to be soaght in the ultimate
recognition of the principle that several pationalities
may live together in harmony and co-operation within
a state, each at the same time following its own national
life.”’}

For ourselves, we agree with Prof. Hocking in the
view that no nationality bas an intrinsic right to be a
state. 'Whether a given nationality should be admitted
to statehood or not is a matter cf the maturity of that
nationality. Only mature nationalities have a right to
becomes states. ® Nationalities must earn their statehood
by their own merits All our rights are conditional or
presumptive. In the words ©of Ramsay Muir: “It is

. ~
* B. Joseph: op. cit., p. 326. .
b4 . do. p. 331,
[ ] L4 - N -
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only loosely that every nation has a right to freedom and
unity. Nations like men must earn their rights” ¢“A
nation has a right to exist only when exercise of that

right is to the advantage of the claimant and of society
at large.”

In general we may say that the admission of
nationality to statehood depends partly on the size of
the nationality and partly on its rigidity. As a general
rule, it is not advisable that every pool of nationality
should become a self-governing state. Where nationali~
ties are plastic and are still in the making, it is not
desirable that artificial attempts should be made to
render nationalities and states co-terminous, It is time
that often makes nationalities. Therefore, it is not a
calamity if political boundaries at times disregard
national boundaries.

Before a nationality is allowed to become an indepen-
dent sovereign state, there are certain conditions which
it should be required to fulfil. These are, according te
Prof. Hocking, as follows:—

1. It must be able to manage wealth and develop
natural resources and capital.

2. It must make good laws. A nationality has
no right to become a state wuntil it.can
provide a reasonable form of justice. It
should so manage affairs that there will be.
no need for extra-territorial courts.

3. It miust establish a suitable form of govern-
ment.
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4. It must recognise its daty to admit trade, pay
debts, and allow travel.

5. It must assume its share in international
matters, receive ambassadors, arbitrate,
enter into treaties, etc. In particular, it
must produce men and women who can
represent it in international matters with
dignity and adequacy.

6. It must be able to defend itself against foreign
attacks so long as wars are a national
contingency.

Who is to be the judge whether a given nationality
should be allowed to become a state or not? Obviously,
it is not the nationality seeking such a privilege. Nor
is it any single outside nationality. The judge should
be an impartial and international group representing
the family of sovereign states. A nationality which is
not fit to be admitted to statehood should be placed
under the guardianship of the entire group of nations
It should no longer be a matter of self-election, as in

the past.

V1. 1Is Nationality a Blessing 2—-It is not possible
to give a categorical answer to this question. Everything
depends on the meaning we assign to nationalism,
Many thinkers ha.ve idealised and idolised nationalism
and see nothing but vjrtues.in it. Others find that, in
pragtice, nationatism has led to many gvils, and are
convinced that, as it is practised to-day, it is the greatest
enemy to internationsal peace and goodwill.
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For purposes of this discussion we may accept the
definition of nationalism given by Hayes that it is “a
complex of pationality, natioral state, and national
patriotism. ” * Nationalism is not only the political
creed of subject nationalities. In our modern world, it
is a cultural, social, economic, and political conception,
B. Joseph and many others regard it as the connecting
link between the individual and humanity. Nationa]ism,
they believe, frees a man both from individual selfishpesg
and colourless cosmopolitanism. Itis the salvation of
humanity and a great spiritual possession. It ig the
pre-requisite of true internationalism. It is often argued
that to the extent to which a man is devoted to his
nation, to that extent can he understand and appreciate
the devotion of others to their nations, just asloye of
one’s family does not mean hatred of other familjeg,
Divorcing nationality from economies and politieg and
confining it to the social and educational sphereg
Zimmern contends that nationalism is a great blesSing’.
We are not convinced of the validity of this distiuctioﬁ_
For good or ill, nationalism, in the modern world, jg
distinctly economic and political, and no useful Plrpoge
is served by ignoring this aspect of it.

Looking at the actual working of nationa]ism
Rabindranath Tagore, in his essay on Nationalis'r;z, has,
no hesitation in condemning it. He calls it the “organised
self-interest of a whole people;” “selfidolatry ;» a

2

nd

“the organisation of politics and commerce for selfish
ends.” Nationalism means to him “that aspect Which o

*C. J. H. Hayes, op. cit., p. 267.

~
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whole population assumes when organised for a mecha-
nical purpose.”” At the origin aud in the centre of
Western nationalism, Tagore finds nothing but a spirit
of conflict and conquest. He regards it as organised
power for exploitation.

In the cultural and spiritual spheres, too, Tagore
finds nationalism deficient. He considers it least human
and least spiritual. It is mechanical and wooden. It
is a hydraulic press which crushes out all individuality.
It seeks to mould the members of a nationality after a
single pattern. It has no place for originality or
catholicity of outlook. It so embitters relations between
countries that a sympathetic study of one another’s
culture and civilisation becomes almost impossible.
Compared with France and Germany, Tagore finds that
England has produced the smallest number of scholars
who have studied Indian literature and philosophy with
any amount of sympathetic insight or thoroughness.

The well-known American historian, Hayes, also
criticises nationalism, although not in such unqualified
terms as Tagore. He distinguishes between nationalism
as a long, historical process and mnationalism as a
“proud and boastful habit of mind about one’s own
nation, accompanied by a supereilious or hostile attitude
towards other nations.”* While accepting the former as
a historical falt, which calls for neither praise nor
blame, Hayes condzmns the latter in no uncertain terms,
Reviewing in detail the history of the world in the
pineteenth and the twentieth’ centuries,” he finds that

*0. J. H. Hayes: op.cit., p. 276.

.
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pationalism is unable to give a creditable account cf

itself. In the words of Shillito, it has become “man’s
other religion.’”” It has its own gods, patron saints,
priesteraft, creeds, and rituals. It is “sentimental,
emotional, and inspirational.” It has more devout
followers than almost any living religion. It even
claims that it has a “mission” to the rest of the world,
and woe betide that country or people which does not
recognise such a “mission.” 1t arouses and sustains the
war-spirit. In the name of national interests, mational
rights, national honour, and national policy millions of
lives and billions of treasure have been wasted in recent
times. A careful analysis of the so-called national wars
reveals the fact that many of these wars were really
fought on behalf of some interested group or other in the
country. Investors of capital in foreign lands, owners of
“infant industries” which receive protection, and private
manufacturers of armaments have had their share in
precipitating national wars. Nationalism furnishes the
necessary idealism and poetry to prosaic economies. A
man who would not ordinarily fight for his own
economic interests cheerfully goes to the battlefield for
the sake of vested interests clothed in the form of “King
and country.” Nationalism is an ally of militarism and

gooner or later leads to imperialism of the exploiling
kind, There are few instances of a country having

attained national independence and “unity, stopping

short of that and not proceeding to, exploit other

countries. National self-determination is often followed

by wars of conquest and colonisation.
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Nationalism leads to the hatred of the foreigner
and competition. It sets up Iirritating tariff walls
and humiliating racial distinctions. Aggressive
nationalities rouse the resentment of weaker
nationalities and sting them to action when they feel
they are able to do so. Vexing restrictions are
placed on the freedom of movement of foreigners.
Trivial incidents are utilised for wresting concessions
and exacting indemnities from weaker people. Thus
the U. 8. A, in 1891, exacted an indemnity of 75,000
dollars from Chile for an American sailor who “was
killed in a brawl in a drinking den in Valparaiso.” *
Likewise Germany wrested several concessions from
Chinese when two German Catholic priests were
murdered. Hayes adduces several instances to show
that nationalism has been a most devoted helpmate to
imperialism in England, France, U.S. A, Germany,
Italy, and Japan. He further finds that national states
are most heavily armed, although each one claims that
it is only for defensive purposes. Military traditions
and ideals are cxtolled by nationalism. Itis interesting
to find that “professional militarists are invariably
rampant nationalists.”

Not only has nationalism in practice become “man’s
other religion” and has led to war, militarism, and
imperialism of the worst kind; it also breeds, as Hayes
points out, intolet’anced cultivates a spirit of exclusive-
ness and narroveness, places’a premium on uniformity,

* C. J. H. Hayes : op. cit., p. 170. .
< of » ” ” ) s De 19.4.
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and increases the docility of the masses. * It is not con-
ducive to the spirit of “live and let live.” It frequently
cultivates that frame of mind which says “my country,
right or wrong, my country.” It persecutes minorities.
Witness, for example, the persecution of Jews in Ger-
many and the ill-treatment of Negroes in America, of
Indians in South Africa, and of linguistie, racial, and
religious minorities elsewhere. Nationalism breeds racial
pride and arrogance. It wounds the feelings of others,
Tt is not favourable to an impartial and scientific study
of other people, their culture, and institutions. The
fact that socialism, communism, syndicalism, and
pacifism are essentially of foreign origin is enough to
condemn them in the eyes of most Americans and
British. Nationalism develops mutual exclusiveness and
antagonism. It is not always friendly to international
movements. An international faith like Roman Catho-
licism has not always had a smooth sailing in wnationa-
list states. In most countries, national education,
“yellow” journalism, and compulsory military training
intensify the blind, flag-worshipping kind of nationa-
lism. Even religion is made subservient to it. Hayes
is of opinion that for an enormous number of people in
the West Christianity has become an adjunct to nationa-
lism. Inthe U.S. A. school childrem are required
every day to repeat the mystic formula : “I pledge
allegiance to our flag and .to the country for which it
stands, oue netion, indivisible, with liderty and justice

* 0. J. H. Hayes: op. cit., p. 268.
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for all.” * <Patriotism,” says Lord Hugh Cecil, “has
become the convenient cudgel of the scoundrel to batter
critics dumb.”

From what has been said, it may appear that
nationalism is an unqualified curse. Sach, however, is
not our conclusion. Nationalism as a long, historical
process cannot be undone. It is imstinctive. We
cannot destroy it any more than we can destroy the
sex instinet of man. A Jewish-American writer says:
“Men may change their clothes, their politics, their wives,
their religion, their philosophies ; they cannot change
their grandfathers.” Nationalism is rooted in man’s gre-
gariousness and his tribal instinct. It cannot be eradi-
cated without doing violence to the fundamental nature
of man. Therefore, what needs to be done is to reform
nationalism by turning it away from chauvinism and
making it do service to the cause of humanity and
internationalism. What often passes for nationalism
fb-day is nothing more than” patriotic snobbery.” Tt ig
jingoism pure and simple. Unless a people learns to
temper its national loyalty” with an honest and
reasoned respect for all other nationalities,” we cannot
look to the future with any great hope. If we are to
avoid, the order of sequence fsuggested by Franz
Grillparzer “Feom Humanity through Nationality to
Bestiality,” it i3 ngcessary for the nations of the world
to develop an “internatonal mind” and active interna-
tional good-will and friendship. This thcy can do by
proper popular education, cross-fertilisation of* cultures,

e °C, J. H. Hayes: op. cits, p. 108. -
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eradication of racial pride and racial intolerance,
removal of irritating tariff laws and immigration
restrictions, disarmament, and the sacrifice of the
out-worn  doctrine of absolute sovereignty on the
altar of humanity. To use the words of a contem-
porary, the well-being of the world requires the substi-
tution of “sheep-flock” nationalism for the raging, tearing
“wolf-pack’” nationalism which has held sway bitherto.
It should no longer be possible for the ruler of any
state to pray, as one did, “O God, strike all my people
blind of one eye !” in response to the promise given to
him by an angel that he could have whatever he wanted
for his people on condition that the people of the
neighbouring, rival states got double the share.
Nationalism possesses too many good qualities to be
destroyed or even slichted. It should be preserved and
purified. In the words of Hayes: “Nationalism, when
it becomes synonymous with the purest patriotism,
will prove an uvique blessing to humanity and to the
world.”” * Only such a nationalism can become a road to
internationalism. As time goes on, more and more
emphasis should be placed on the cultural and spiritual
sides of nationalism than has been the case hitherto.
National language, literature, traditions and ideals are
excellent in their own way, but they should no: be
allowed to become inimical to the cause of humanity.
“*An ideal international world meus a :vorld of nations
living at theii~best.” ¥+ The future well-being of the

*C. J. H. Hayes: op. cit., p. 276. '
T B. Joseph : op. cit., p» 338.
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world requires the education not only of our minds but
also ot our wills and emotions in the interests of interna-
tionalism. “It must be an eduecation which aims to
sarmount exclusiveness and to inculcate mutual under-
standing and co-operation, an education which seeks to
overcome docility, to foster the critical spirit, and to
encourage independence of judgment.” *
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CHAPTER IL
Imperialism.

I. The Meaning of Imperialism: The term ‘Im-
perialism’ may be used in a good or bad sense. To
some imperialism is a synonym for the economic
exploitation and political domination of weaker races
and gross materialism. To others iv is a sacred duty
which must not be shirked by the advanced countries of
the world in their relation to the backward countries.
Both of these views are extremes, and the careful
student would do well to study imperialism objectively
and distinguish the historical processes of imperialism
from later rationalisations. A well-planned and care-
fully worked out programme of the ruthless exploitation
of backward regions is as foreign to the general history
of imperialism a= a conscious, civilising mission typified
in the well-know phrase, “the white man’s burden.”

In the very nature of the case, it is difficult te give a
definition of imperialism which will fit both ancient
and modern times. ven in modern times there has not
been a single type of imperialism. In some cases
political control has followed trade relations, and in
others the reverse has been the.case. There is no
a priori way cf deciding whether ‘trade follows the
flag’ or ‘flag follows the trade’ Some empires are
almost accidental in their origin and development while.
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others are the result of careful deliberation. Earlier
empires were largely “tax-collecting and recruit raising”
agencies. They were an expression of the superior
military strength of the conquerors over the conquered.
There was no question of humanising and civilising the
conquered peoples. 3odern empires are due to a
variety of causes.

C. D. Burns claims that imperialism is a name given
to “a single system of law and government in many
different lands and races”, a half-way house to interna-
tionalism, and an antidote to provincial nationalism.
We do no believe this to be an accurate definition It
leaves out of account certain important elements of
modern imperialism and exaggerates some of its
favourable tendencies. It comes under what Prof. Hock-
ing calls the ethics of evasion as against the ethics of
severity, Prof, Schuman is nearer the truth when he
Says that “imperialism is intelligible as a factor in
international politics only in terms of the imposition by
military means of the power of the western nation-states
upon the non-European parts of the world”* “Im.
perialism,” says the same writer, “is the imposition by
force and violence of alien rule upon subjeet peoples,
despite all woralisings and pretensions to the con-
trary.” +

From the aboVe definitions itis clear that a gulf
separates the jdeal of imberialism from its practice.
No useful purpz)se can be served "by' idealising

RO O L. Schuman : International Politics, p. 428,
T » op. cit, p. 622,
L]
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imperialism and ignoring the glaring abuses “to which it
is open. Nor is there any justification for regarding it
as an inhuman institution devoid of any redeeming
feature. Our problem is to understand Imperialism as a
potent, bistorical phenomenon and devise means by
which it can Dbe turned into an instrument for good.
Mer: condemnation of it cannot abolish it.

A good working definition of imperialism, as found
in the Encyclopredia of Social Seiences, is that it “is a
policy which aims at creating, organising, and main-
taining an empire; that is, a state of vast size composed
of various more or less distinet national units and
subject to a single, centralised will”’®  The important
elements of imperialism emphasised by this definition
are 1ts vastness, national diversity, and unity of govern-
ment. To these the author of the definition later adds
‘certain spiritual links’ Applying this definition to the
British Empire, the largest empire that the world has
seen, we find that it possesses all the elements mentioned
above, except, perhaps, “a singl: centralized will.”
As far as the Dominions are concerned, the “single
ceatralised will” i3 more a mntter of form than a reality.
This is why it is somatimes said that the British Empire
ghould rely Db» cailled “the British Commonwealth of
Nations.” The fact of the matter, however, is that there
is a British Commonwealth of ~-Naticas as regards the
Dominions, and a- British Empire as regards the colonies
and Dependencies.

* Encyclopzdia of Social S-ciences, vol. 7 p. 605.
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In studying modern imperialism it is nesessary to
remember that colonisation to-day is not as important
a factor as the economic and political control of the
backward regions of the world. There are very few
available areas on the surface of the earth fit for white
colonisation. Hence attention 1is directed more and
more to trade, investment of surplus capital, and politi-
cal control. In other words, exploitation colonies are
valued more than settlement colonies.

II. The Causes of Imperialism: The rise of im-
perialism is not due to any single caumse. Imperinlism
has come about as the result of several factors. The
early empires of the orient were empires of conquest.
They were a continuation of the tribal ipstinct for the
subjugation of weaker people and the annexation of
territory. They did not much concern themselves with
the internal life and organisation of the people. They
were primarily ¢ tax-eollecting and recruit-raising
agencies.

The thirst for conquest and the competitive struggle
for power have played a notable part in the develop-
ment of later imperialism too, The desire to print the
map of the world with red or with some other colour
has no doubt been one of the powerful incentives in
the building up of modern imperialism. It wag the
boast of Cecil Rl:odes that he thought in terms of
continents. eAlthough fhe ecanomic advantages of
imperialism are very much to the foreffont in modern
times, the thirst for conquest and power has not yet

.be;n satiated. Recent history shows clearly that the
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underlying motive of many an imperialist adventure is
the “will to power”” and national prestige. I¥itness, for
example, the present military occupation of Abyssinia
by Italy. Nationalism easily merges into imperialism.
Colonial possession and military success are often taken
to mean national streogth and glory. Prof. Schuman
believes that modern imperialism is ‘“a new expression
of the will to power and the drive for conquest. The
imperialist designs of Italy, which are an expression of
her “will to power” were forcibly expressed .by Musso-
lini in a speech delivered on August 4, 1932, though
clothed behind the usual humanitarian and civilising
professions. “The Fascist State is a will to power and
an empire. The Roman tradition is the idea of force.
In the Foscist doctrine, the imparial idea is not only a
territorial, military, and mercantile expression, but also
one of spiritual and moral expansion. For Fascism,
the tendency to the imperial idea means expansion of
the nation and is a manifestation of vitality.”” Imperia-
lism' me ans expansion.

Territory is desired not only to increase the national
prestige of a country, but also as an outlet for surplus
population. Living in a small island kingdom, the
Japanese are ever on the look-out for opportunities for
expanding their territory. This accounts for their occupa-~
tion of Manchukuo and the covetous eyes they cast upon
other parts of the globe. Similarly, Italy believes
that with her 1t s a questxon of expansign or suffocation
to death, Sparsely populated countries like Canada and
Australia are aware of this desire for expansion and
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stoutly resist it by means of immigration barriers and other
such devices, Their aim is to hold these virgin lands in
tact for the benefit of future generations of their own
kith and kin.

The surprising fact with regard to the argument
that imperialism is a remedy for over-population is that
it has not so worked in practicee. The number of

Japanese who have settled in Korea,. Formosa, and
Manchukuo is infinitely small. Likewise, the number
of Ttalians who have left the shores of their country
for settlement in Italian Somaliland and Libya is
negligible. Besides, as one writer puts it hllmorously,
emigration to a foreign country is often rapidly replaced
in the mother country by immigration from heaven !
The most fundamentzl cause of imperialism to-day
seems to be economic. Colonial possessions and con-
cessions in foreign lands are sought primarily for the
economic advantages which they are supposed to bring.
The imperial nations of the world to day are for the most
part highly iodustrialised countries, depending upon
the backward countries of the world for raw produce
such as cotton, 1ubber, oil, cocoanut, tea, coffee, and
precious metals. “The fight for raw materials”, says
Dr. Schacht, German Minister for Economics, “p]ays the
mos* important part in world politics, an ever greater
role than before the war.” The import of raw materialg
to the industrialised countries of the West becomes
particularly great in times c¢f war. Yet statistics to day
show that no imperial country, with the exception of
Great Britain, can solely depend upon iws colopial



possessions for the supply of a major portion of her raw
materials, Professor Parker Moon adducgs facts and
ficures to show that there is no truth in the common
notion that an imperial country receives most of the
raw materials which its colonies produce. In the
words of this writer : “Raw materials, in general, are
colour-blind. They recognise no national flag. They
follow the laws of supply and demand, and of distance
and transportation costs. They obeyeconomic rather than
political control.” It is true that imperial countries
are sometimes able to impose differential export duties
in order to favour themselves. But such cases are few,
and do not constitute an imperial factor in modern
international life. Even restriction of the raw materials
produced iu order to keep up prices has not succeeded
much in benefitting the imperial country.

Colonies, dependencies, protectorates, and spheres of
influence are valued even more as furnishing a market
for the manufactured goods of the mother country. “The
Empire,” says Joseph Chamberlain, “is commerce”.
Thus we find that the importauce of India to England
is to a large extent commerciul. The cotton interests
of Lancashire would be hard hit if the Indian market
were closed to them. Preferential tariffs and commer-
cial discrimination of other kinds are often resorted to
in order to favour the finished goods of the mother
country. But these devices have not been a complete

success. According to Andrew Carnegie, trade does not

*. P. T. Moon : Imperialism & World Politics, p. 583.
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follow the flag, but the lowest piice current. R. L.
Buell estimates that only omne-fifth of world trade is with
countries which come under imperial swav. The
remaining four-fifths is with independent statés them-
selves. Among the imperial powers only the United
Sta-tes and :Japan enjoy more than half of the trade of
thex'r. colonies.  Nevertheless, “imperialism affords an
additional margin of marketing facilities for ag indus-
trial nation’s goods.”* The important point to note ig
that those who benefit by imperialism are not the
masses in general, nor even industry in general, but g
few industries like the cotton, iron, and steel indgs-
tries. The indirect gain to the public at large is not
significant.

An empire suggests to many people an outlet not
only for surplus goods but also for surplus capital. A
phrase which has come into prominence in recent years
is “dollar diplomacy.” The phrase brings vividly to mind
the eagerness with which American bankers and inves.
tors have been pouring money into the backward
countries of Caribbea and Central and South America
witha view to reaping an enormous harvest. Government
agencies and diplomatic channels are used to persuade,
if not coerce, backward countries to borrow money
from advanced countries. This kind of diplomacy is
not confined to the U. S A. alone. It is characteristic
of imperialism as a whole. o

Capital may® be lent by an imperial ¢ountry to the
governments of her colonial possessions, or to private
# P.T. Moon : Imperiullism & World Politics; p. 3b1.

>
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individuals and companies therein. At times, investors
may put their money into business of their own in the
backward countries, where labour is cheap and abundant.
In this connection it may be mentioned that one of the
arguments frequently used in defence of imperialism is
that an advanced country has an intrinsic right to
exploit the natural reasources of a backward country,
the assumption always being that wilitary strength and
power to exploit are marks of advancement. It may be
furthber mentioned that the argument that if a country
is unable to exploit its own natural resources to the full,
some other country hasa right to do so on the ground
that the world’s resources belong to those who can best
use them, is never conceded by the stronger uations of
the world to the relatively weaker. If it were allowed,
large tracts of land which now lie uncultivated in
Capada, Australia, and parts of Africa, would of right
belong to the teeming, industrious, and frugal millions
of Japan, China, and India. It istoo much to expect
imperialists to apply to themselves the arguments which
they apply to others in the process of exploitation.
Imperial possessions are of advantage not only to
those engaged in import and export trade and to the
investors of capital, but also to shipowners and manu-
facturers of armaments, of military and waval uniforms,
and of railway, cable, and telegraph materials. Thus all
these classes of people become- ardent champions of
imperialism, and are at times responsiblé for questionable
imperialict adventures. Their ravks are swelled by
young men who look forward to a lucrative career in
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different parts of the empire, by military and naval
officers, by diplomats, and by colonial officials and their
families. At times empires are built by individual

adventurers such as Clive, Napoleon, and Cecil Rhodes,
although they generally try t> sublimate their individual
ambitions into national prestige and national greatness.

Imperialism can further be accounted for by diplo-
matic military causes. The interest of Britain in the
Suez Canal, her indirect control over Lgypt, and her
efforts to establish some form of authority in the Arab
territories of the NWear East are all to be explained by
her determination to hold India, as control over these
territories means control over the gateways of India.
The building of the naval base at Singapore is interpreted
by some as a forcible reminder to Japan that she cannot
afford to set foot on Australia or other parts of the
British Empire in the orient with impunity. For the
same kind of military and naval reason, France controls
Djibeuti. She values highly her African colonial
possessions as  troop reservoirs. When this policy of
using the black troops of Africa in fighting Furopean
wars becomes more widespread, the desire for colonies
will become even more acute. Italy’s anneszation of
Abyssinia possibly has for one of its objects the increase
of hei military strength.

Religious and bumanitarian causes are sometimes
adduced as explauatlous of imperialism. Buat these are
minor factors when compared with the political, economie,
military, and dlplomatlc factors dealt with above. In
the seven‘eenth century the missionary motive was an

¢
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important factor of imperialism. The aonexation of
Siam by France during this period was largely the
work of Jesuit missionaries. LEven in later times it has
played a considerable part. The name of David
Livingstone in Africa is the most outstanding pame in
the history of missionary empire-builders. The London
Missionary Society was closely linked up with the
spread of DBritish imperialism in Africa. There are
several instances to show that the Christian missionary
has at times been the forerunner of the Western trader
and imperialist. Even to-day it is no exaggeration to
say that the missionary enterprise is, to some extent, an
arm of imperialism. Frequently in the past territory
was annexed and economic and political concessions
obtained under the pretext of protecting missionaries.

Imperialism to-day is generally indifferent to the
question of converting the people of backward countries
to Christianity. At times it even opposes missionary
work for fear that it may give people a new freedom
and a new sense of their dignity and iwportance.
Where Christian missions have been the open or secret
ally of imperialists, they have been accorded a warm
welcome.

While conversion to Christianity pure and simple is
no longer regarded as a sufficient cause of imperialism,
Christianity in the form of humaritarianism is some-
times used as a justification for imperialist adventures.
Thus, in justifying the annexatidn of the Philippines,
William MecKinley, the President of the United States,
declared :' “There was nothing left for us to do but to
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take them all, and to educate the Filipinos and uplift
and civilise and Christianise them, and by God’s grace
do the best we could by them as our fellow-men, for
whom Christ also died.”” Likewise, Calvin Coolidge,
a more recent President,saia: “The legions which
{America] sends forth are armed not with the sword but
with the Cross. The higher state to which she seeks
the allegiance of all mankind is not of human but of
divioe origin. She cherishes no purpose save to merit
the favours of Almighty God......We extended our
domain over distant islands in order to safeguard our
own interests and accepted the consequent obligation
and liberty upon less favoured people.”

The history of imperialism, however, does not show
that humanitarian considerations have been uppermost
in the minds of imperialists. The amount of money
spent on public education, sanitation, and the general
improvement of the people, is notoriously small. Schuman
advances the view that: “Itis no more the ‘purpose’
of imperialism to confer benefits upon its victims than
to confer benefits upon the home country.”*

A particular form of the humanitarian motive is
expressed by the hackneyed phrase, “the white man’s
burden.” It carries with it a clear suggestion of racial
superiority and prestige. Aunother name given to it is
the “imperialism of responsibility.” The idea behind
this phraseology is thaj the raison d’etre of imperialism
is the civilising and humanising of the backward peoples
of the worid by the more advanced. Thisargument

» I, L Schuman : Imperialism almd World Politics; p. 426.
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assumes that the West is civilised and that the rest of the
world is uncivilised or only partially ecivilised. It also
assumes that the culture of the imperial country is good
for the whole world. At its best it seeks to supplant
ignorance by enlightenment, crude forms of government
by settled and progressive forms of it, and primitive
ideas of justice by modern ideas of it. It aims at
abolishing cannibalism, slavery, serflom, and usury.
Whether the so-called ‘white man’s burden’ is really to
be found in practice or not to any large extent to-day,
it certainly was not the original cause of imperialism.
It is largely an after-thought in adapting imperialism
to changing times and conditions. Increasing emphasis
is being placed on this aspect of imperialism, although
much of it is mere lip-service. Those who speak in
season and out of season of ‘the white man’s burden’ of
progress and enlightenment quietly ignore the fact that
there is also a ‘black man’s burden’ which cannot be
mistaken. If ‘the white man’s burden’ consists in
improving the economic, social and political conditions
ot people, the black man has to pay for it in hard cash,
in the destruction of the powers of self-help, and in the
loss of manliness and national self-respect.

IIL. The Origin and Growth of Imperialism-—The
earliest states were city states. As one writer puts
it, “ they were oases of civilization in the midst of
barbarism.” Early state ~systefas developed in Egypt,
Mesopotamia, India,and China. War and aggression were
the normal and natural relationships between states.
There was a keen struggle for power among thim.
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Some of them maintained a balance of power between
them. Between 1947 and 1905 B. C, Hammurabi was
able to break the balance of power and establish the
Babylonian Empire. Two centuries later the Hittites
from Asia Minor brought about the downfall of this
Empire. The Egyptians had an Empire as early as
3200 B.C. The Assyrians, too, had an empire.

The city-states of Greece belong to a later time.
The two principal city-states were Atheos and Sparta,
They struggled with each other for supremacy and
empire. Each city-state highly valued her local
independence. The two leading ideas of the Hellenistic
Empire were, according to E. Barker, (1) the deification
of the ruler and (2) the idea born of Stoic theology, of
the ‘cosmopolis™-the world state or city of God. The
independence of Greece was brought to an end by Philip
of Macedon, who established his power throughout the
peninsula. The work of conquest begun by him was
continued by his son, Alexander the Great, who was
perhaps the most spectacular military and administrative
genius of all time. His empire included Greece, Asia
Minor, Syria, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Babylon, Persia,
Turkestan, Afghanistan, and the borders of India. It
was the greatest empire of his day. But his early
death and the confusion which followed it disrupted his
empire. . .

The next grept empire was that of Rome. She
began her political career as a city-state,.sit.uated on
seven neighbouring hills. Her government at this

time was monarchic. In-course of time monarchy fell
[ ]
[ J
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and a republican form of government teok its place.
At a later time Rome began to expand by acquiring
peighbouring territories. By 256 B.C. the Roman
power was unchallenged all through Italy. Soon after
the conquest of Italy, Rome destroyed Carthage, her
only formidable rival in the West, and became a great
naval power. She also acquired the fragments of
Alexander’s empire. By 44 B. C, as a result ofa
series of military conquests, Rome became a world
empire. Practically the whole of the western civilized
world came under her sway during the reign of Trajan
(98—117 A. D) In the East the Roman Empire extended
as far as the borders of India. During the six centuries
that it lasted it gave order and unity to people of
diverse nationalities and brought “prosperity and
peace to a larger human community over a greater
area for a longer period of time than had ever been
known'before.” TLater generations came to view ‘this
great World State of the Caesars as the most magnificent
political structure ever reared by the hand of man”.
But even this mighty structure could not last for
ever. The diverse races which comprised the empire
could not be held together very long. There being no
tixed rules for the succession of emperors, givalries, ¢ivil
wars, and horrible assasinations became the order of the
day. The economic foundations of the empire were
unsound. Nearly half the *population jwere held as
slaves. The upper classes despised industrysand their
morality was far from satisfactory. Cities’bec;amg
infected with a lazy proletariat. Pestilences like malaria

1 z
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swept the country, and took a heavy toll of lives,
Religion was disintegrating. To add to all these forms
of internal decay Rome was invaded by barbaric
hordes—the Huns, the Goths, and the vandals-who
succeeded in bringing about the downfall of the Roman
Empire.

Although the greatness of Rome came to an end, her
influence continued even after her death, especially her
ideas of “imperium” and ‘jus’* fused with the Greek
potious of law and liberty’. Romedead was even more
powerful than Rome alive. The idea of a universal
empire haunted men’s miuds all through the Middle
Ages. Their dream was one of order and peace main-
tained by a universal state. Both the church and state
fought with each other for the fulfilment of this role.
While the church in the Middle Ages was a living
reality, the empire was only a ghost. It was “the
unfulfilled dream of a vanished past which never could
be recovered.” + The power of the Pope was a reality,
but that of the Emperor was a fiction. Still the dual
sovereignty of the Church and state in spiritual and
secular matters respectively could not work in the very
nature of the case. Dante immortalised his view of a
universal secular empire in his well-known work the
De Monarchia: Lord Bryce has characterised it as “an

% ‘Imperium’: “the supreme power which tho whole people
vested, at first in the republicag magistratos, later in the sole
person of the emperor, with at least the ghost of democratic

consent.”  _ .
Jus',: %, certain and enforced body of law. enjoyod by

Rpmsa citizens throughout the territories of tho empire.”
+ Schumen: Internaglonal Politics, p. 32.
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epitaph of the Holy Roman Empire”, rather than a
prophecy. This remark is no doubt true as regards the
times in which Dante lived, but is a prophecy as regards
the present, when the veed of the hour is for an effective
international organization, which would influence, if
not determine, the destinies of the world. Empire to
Dante meant peace and not war, It corresponds to
the modern idea of an international tribunal.

The imperial system of to-day which is entirely
different from the imperial system of the classical and
medieval periods, had its origin in the fifteenth century
in the explorations of European seamen, which resulted
in colonial expansion. Portugal and Spain were the
first European countries to launch out on naval explora-
tions, In 1497 Vasco de Gama of Portugal rounded
the Cape of Good Hope in his search for a sea route to
India. Availing itself of this and other discoveries, the
Portuguese Government claimed all of Africa, southern
Asia, and Brazil as her territorial possessions. Her
only claiin was priority of discovery. About the same
time Spain added Mexico, Peru, and Netherlands to her
Empire, and soon became “the largest, richest, and
most imposing of the colonial domains.” But her
empire did not last long “owing to policies of rathless
exploitation, mercantilistic monopoly, and religious
intolerance.”

In the first half of the seventeenth century there
arose the Dutch empire, establishing itself in . Africa,

= F. L. Schuman : op. cit.,. p. 82.
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India, South Seas, etc. The establishment of this
empire was followed by the expansion of England and
France in India, Canada, and America. A struggle for
supremacy ensued between the two powers, culminat-
iog in the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763), which left
England supreme in Canada and the Eastern coast of
India. During this period England had her colonial
possessions in what later came to be known as the
U.S. A. But the shortsighted and step-motherly
treatment which she meted ont to them led to their
revolt and complete breaking away from Britain. The
years following the French revolution were marked by
the ascendeney of France under the leadership of
Napoleon. It is no exaggeration to say that Napoleon
came nearest to the establishment of a universal empire
in modern times. He made himself emperor in 1804,
and under him the French empire included France,
Corsica, Western Italy, Netherlands, Illyria, &e Spain,
the Kingdom of Italy, the Kingdom of Naples, Switzer-
land, the confederation -of the Rhine, and the Great
Duchy of Warsaw (Poland) became dependencies of
Napoleon. For a time it looked as though the
Napoleonic empire would include the whole of Western
Europe. But the ascendency of British sea power and
the growing national consciousness all over Europe
brought about the defeat of Napoleon, who “lived-to
see the destruction of the whole fabric into which he
had wovea so much blood and treasure.”*

* F. L. Schumen : op. cit.,, p. 89.
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The latter part of the nineteenth century,which was
characterised by an uunprecedented expansion of trade
and commerce gave a fillip to imperialism. It was a
period of capitalism, mnationalism, and imperialism,
although in the mid-Victorian era there was a general
prejudice against imperial expansion. This prejudice
was clearly marked in Gladstone’s Cabinet of 1868.
Gladstone himself was nick-named a “Little -Englander.”
Even Disraeli,.an ardent champion of imperialism, began
his career as an anti-imperialist. Colonies were considered
“economically unprofitable, politically dangerous, and
philosophically an anachronism.”.. (P. T. Moon). -

After the seventies of the last century, the‘imperial
fever began again. Disraeli won the election of 187{
as an outspoken imperialist. The wide spread: indus-
trialisation of Western Europe meant a demand for
markets where finished goods could ' be sold, the raising
of tariff walls, and the winning of territories where
capital could be invested and from where tropical and
sub-tropical products could be obtained. All this meant
unparalleled imperial activity. IEngland was in the
forefront of this imperial expausion. Germany and

Italy, which were slow in achieving their national

unity, took a long time before they could be converted
to the new gospel of imperialism. Bismarck, ‘the Iron
Chancellor of Prussia,’ resisted imperialist development
tor & long time, thus retarding-the growth of a German
empire. T e, '

The year 1881 inarks the beginning of the nmew
imperialism under which we are living to-day. The ~

! ¢



( 68 )

Freoch capture of Tunis in 1881 and the British
“occupation” of Egypt in 1882 gave the signal for a
general scramble among European Powers for the
conquest of Africa. The race for territory was con-
ducted so relentlessly that by the year 1911 not a square
mile of the huge continent of Africa was left free, with
the minor exceptions of Abyssinia and Siberia. The
story is completed now when the independence of
Abyssinia, oo, is gone, and Italy has solemnly promised
to begin the humanising and civilising work of the
“barbarous” people of Abyssinia, now that she hgag
conquered them by means of machine guns, poisonous
gases, and liquid fire.

Along side of the partition of Africa has gone on the
partition of Asia. Japan in the Far East, which hag
mastered the technology and diplomacy of the West, has
tirmly rooted herselfin Korea, Formosa, and N. Chipa.
The only Asiatic countries (outside Japan) which still
enjoy greater or less freedom are T urkey, Persia, A foha-
nistan, Siam, and truncated China,

Fortunately the partition of America by the
European powers was prevented by the promu'gation of
of Monroe doctrine in 1823. But this did not stop the
Uaited States gaining ascendeucy in America and the
Islands of the sea. She has converted Cuba, Panama,
Haiti, Santo Domingo,and Nicaragua into Protectorates,
and made the Carivtean an American lake, She has
furtherv‘fanaxed the Hawailian Islands, in addition to
relieving Spain in the last century of Porto Rico, Cuba,

and the Philippine ¥slands. .
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The Extent of Empire. There is hardly any part
of the world to-day which does not feel the crushing
weight of imperialism. Empires have been established
over China, India, Africa, pairts of Latic America, and
Polynesia. Two hundred and eighty-three million
whites directly or indirectly control the lives and
destinies of nine hundred and twenty million “ back-
ward peoples” To quote the words of F. L. Schuman:
“More than half of the world’s land surface and almost
half of its population are incladed in the colonies,
protectorates, mandates and spheres of influence of the
“Imperial States.”*

The three great imperial powers of to-day are
England, France, and Holland. The British Empire
includes one-fifth of the surface of the globe and one-
fourth of the population, five-sixths of which are of
non-European origin. The colonial empire of France,
with its possessions in Africa and S. Asia, is the second
largest both in area and population. Holland, which
comes third in the order of importance, “contains a
population eight times as great and an area sixty-two
times as large as the home country.” (R. L. Buell).)

The lesser imperial powers are Japan, the U. S. A,,
Belgium, Italy, Portugal, and Spain. Japan is in
possession of Formosa, Korea, and Manchukuo; the
U. 8. A, has her possession in the Caribbean and the
Pacific. Belgium is in control of the Congo Free State
in Africa. Italy which possessed Eritrea, Srmaliland,

* ¥, L. Schumsan: op. cit., p. 374,

-
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and Libya till the other day has now annexed Abys-
sinia. The most important possessions of Portugal are
Angola and Mozambique. Spain, which once was the
proud owuer of a vast empire, possesses to-day Spanish
Morocco and a few minor colonies; and it is quite
probable that the Spanish Moroeco will some day fall
into the hands of the French. The few colonial posses-
sions which Germany acquired late in the imperial
game were distributed on the conclusion of the Great
War among the aliled powers in the form of Mandates;
and it seems probable tkat Germany will make g
desperate effort to regain them in the next few years,
Although Russia never set on the imperial path in the
sense of acquiring distant colonies, she spread over the
neighbouring territory. Some of these territories
became independent at the end of the Russian Revoly.
tion. In spite of that, the U.S.S8. R. is the largest of
the Great Powers next to the British Empire, both as
regards area and population,

IV. Modern Imperialism: Imperialism in the
twentieth century takes more indirect forms thap
imperialism in the previous centuries. Dow,,rj&’,ht
conquest and annexation are on the whole foreign ts
the  spirit of the present age. The one significant
exception to this statement is the ruthless conquest of
Abyssinia by Italy in 1936. Generally Speaking, the
emphasis to-day is not on ,annexation for jtg own sake.
As one wx:_i‘ter' puts it, the stakes to-day are commerce,
industljf,’railroads’ ports, strategic bases, raw materials,
and markets for goods and for capital, Although the
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imperialist powers pile up armaments, they take care
not to use them against each other as far-as possible.
Reliance is placed more on diplomacy and international
agreement than on the sword in the carrying out of
imperial designs.

The indirect forms of imperialism which prevail in
many parts of the world to-day are:

(1) Leasehold: For commereial or strategic reasons,
weak or backward countries are persuaded or compelled
to part with the jurisdietion of portions of their terri-
tory for a period of years—usually ninty-nine:years,
Nominal sovercignty still rests with the country
granting the lease, but uctual jurisdiction isin the
hands of the lessee. Tor all practical parposes, “a lease-
hold is a colony until the lease expires.””* Examples of
leasehold are Manchurian ports given by China to
Russia in 1898 for a period of twenty-five years, Port
Arthur and Dairen in China held by Japan, and Wei-
bai-wap held by Great Britain. The US.A. possesses
lease of the Panama Canal which extends to five miles
on either side of the canal. Over this territory,
the government of the US.A. enjoys .exclusive
authority. The lease is made in perpetuity, the U.S.A.
having paid a large sum at the beginning aud a yearly
subsidy thereafter. By virtue of the lease, the U.S.A.
has practically established a semi-protectorate over the
Republic of Panama.

(2) Protectorates and-Se'mi-protectora,tes.—-These are

of various kinds. In all protectorates the foreign

#* R. L. Buell: op. cit., p. 443.
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relations and defence are controlled by an imperialist
power;and in many cases control is exercised even over
financial affairs and other matters of internal adminis-
tration. In the British Empire a protectorate is virtaally
the same as a crown colony, although from the point of
view of international law the two are quite different.
In the case of a protectorate old treaties with foreign
powers continue, but not so in the case of a colony. Prot-
ectorates generally and in annexation or independence.

The best example of a protectorate in recent times is
that of Egypt. 1t is true that Britain declared the
“independence” of Egypt on February 28, 1922, but
this independence was so hedged and qualified that

_even to-day Egypt may be regarded as a “disguised
protectorate.” According to the 1922 declaration, four
points are “absolutely reserved.”

“(a) The security of the communications of the
British Empire in Egypt.

“@b) The defence of Egypt against all foreign
aggression or interference, direct or indirect.

¢“(c) The protection of foreign interests in Egypt and
the protection of minorities.”

«(d) The Sudan.”

Sqme writers prefer to regard Egypt as a semi-
protectorate. %n a territory of this kind, the control
exercised by a foreign power, even in foreign affairs, is
neither complete nop consinuous. Other examples of
semi-protetyﬂﬂﬂes are Cuba and Haiti, which can make
certain tfeaties in their own name. All that the foreign

power does is to act as 2 check,
’
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A third type of protectorate is known as international
protectorate, an example of which is Abyssi“nia till recent
times. According to a convention signed in 1906
between Great Britain, France, and Italy, these three
powers agreed to protect the integrity of Abyssinia and
not to compete with each other for concessions. Recent
history shows that this convention has been regarded as
another “scrap of paper.”

(8) Spheres of influence: These are areas where the
foreign powers secure certain economic privileges for
themselves, while the states granting the privileges
retain their sovereignty and political authority. Spheres
of influence are generally the thin end of the wedge,
ultimately resulting in protectorate or outright annexa-
tion, although they are neither colonies nor dependencies.
These spheres are sometimes carved out even without
the consent of the backward countries in question. In
Asia, Africa, and the Pacific, spheres of influence have
been a convenient instrument of imperialism in recent
times. The Washington Conference of 1921-22 tried to
prohibit the establishment of further spheres of influence
in China. A sphere of influence means that the State
holding it is given “preferential or exclusive rights to
make loans, construct railways, operate mjnes, or cevelop
public works.”* This form of control,” observes Buell,
“has probably led to more disputes than it has settled.”t

England and France hold sgheres of influence in Siam.
<

..

@

* R. L. Buell: op. cit., p. 447.
t 1 ” . 448. "o
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Some writers distingnish between a “sphere of
interest’ and a “sphere of influence.” The former is
strictly economic, while the latter may give certain
vague political privileges, short of a protectorate.
Spheres of influence have been more common in Africa
than in Asia, where spheres of interest have been more

common.

(4) Condominium or Joint Government means control
by two or more powers over disputed territory in order
to prevent colonial rivalry. Such control is exercised
by Great Britain and Egypt over the waters of the Nile
in the Sudan; by France, Spain, and Britain over the
city of Tangier in Moroceo; and by France aud England
over the New Hebrides. This form of jurisdiction
satisties neither the foreign powers exercising the
control nor the native people over whom the control is
exercised. Schuman holds that international control of
this type is almost always unsatisfactory and is usually
unsuccessful in the long run. It means divided
responsibility.

() Financial control.—“In a number of cases,
capitalist countries, either through government officials
or representatives of bankers, control the revenues and
expenditures of: the governments of backward countries
which are otherwise independeat.” * This form of
control may be exercised by several states together or
by u single state alonel Examples of the latter kind

are found in#hé financial control of the United States
J

¢ * . L. Buell: op. cit., p. 458.
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over certain Caribbean and Central American countries,
as well as over Liberia and Persia. !

(6) T'ariff control.— With a view to beuefitting them-
selves, western powers have frequently compelled
backward countries not to raise their tariff dutieson
foreign goods beyond a certair limit. This kind of control
was exercised over Japan till as late as 1911. Such
control has also been exercised over China, Turkey,
Moroceo, Siam, and Persia. The object of this control is
to enable western countries to dump their goods upon
backward regions and prevent the development of
indigenous industries.

(1) Extra territoriality.—This means the right of a
foreign government to establish courts of its own for its
nationals residing in backward countries on the ground
that these countries do not possess a reasonable brand
of justice which can be applied to all. This right of
extra-territoriality in the earlier days was claimed and
established practically in all Mohammedan countries,
which give few rights to Christians and in Japan,
China, Korea, and Siam. When, however, these countries
adopt western standards of justice, the foreign powers
gradually drop their extra-territorial claims. Thus, the
United States relinquished her claims in Japan as early
as 1894. The Soviet Union relinquished her extra-
territorial rights in China in 1924, and it is hoped that
other powers will follow suit. Turkey bas abolished all
extra-territorial claims. In Siam there~are very few of
these rights left, B

-4

The extra-territorial rights are usually exercised by



( 76 )

consnlar courts maintained by foreign governments,
and sometimés by international courts. Asis to be
expected, these courts have frequently abused their
privileges. Extra-territoriality at times has been inter-
preted to mean exemption from local taxation, with
serious consequences to local revenue. In some countries,
extra-territorial protection was extended even to natives
who were adopted as their “proteges” by foreigners.

(8) Informal Control —Sometimes foreign countries,
acting together in unison, refuse to recognise the
government of a backward country until it fulfils certain
conditions laid down by their diplomatists. R. L. Bueil
rightly describes this mthod of control as “extra.legal
or backstairs” method. In exercising this form of
control various devices are adopted. The United States
has used her marines in Nicaragua, Santo Domingo, the
Caribbean, ete. Great Britain has had recourse to the
device of forcing her advisers, especially in the matter
of finance, on Persia, Egypt, and Mesopotamia. There
may be a stage in the history of a backward country
when foreign advisers are of great value. But the
trouble is that {requently they work more for the good
of their own country than of the country which employs
them.

9) The Open Door and Closed Door: Imperialistie
countries often use these devices in controlling the
economic life of backwerd regions in their own interest.
Several wars weze fought with China in the Jast century
to impose ~the open door policy on her. According to
thig po_Jic&, all the foreigg powers wishing to trade with

o



( 77 )

a backward country are given equal facilities. No
discrimination is practised agsrinst the goods or nationals
of any foreign country. The “open door” is at times
extended also to shipping and settlement. It means
“equality of opportunity.” It places the imperial
country and other foreign countries on the same footing.
The traditional policy persued in the British Empire
bas been that of the “open door,” but to-day itis
considerably modified. Tariff preference has become the
order of the day. The mandatory system requires the
maintenance of the open door in the A and B classes of
mandates. Any member of the League can have
“complete economic, commereial, and industrial equality,,
in these areas. No discriminations are to be shown in
granting concessions, except as regards essential public
works. Monopolistic concessions are strictly prohibited.

Since ‘“open door” frequently leads to cut-throat
competition between foreign powers, recourse is some-
times had to international co-operation. Thus, in China
to-day, no single government or a group of governments
is allowed to make loans in return for political
privileges.

The “closed door” is the opposite of the open door.
It means preferences, discriminations, and monopolies,
not only as regards trade and commerce, but also as
regards colonial shipping, investment, and settlement.
Its purpose is to strengthen theconomic ties between
the mother country and the colony -~ud shut out
foreigners from any appreciable share in the profits.
The United States has followed. this policy with regard
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to the Philippine Islands for many years. Itis, says
Schuman, a survival of the old mercantilistic system.
The vpen door is being more and more shut in China,
especially in areas where the Japanese hold a sphere of

influence. In the C class mandates there is no obligation

to keep the door open.
The closed door usually takes three forms: (a) tariffs,

(b) shipping, and (c) concessions. The closed door ag
regards tariffs does not necessarily mean high tariffs,
It only means that preference is shown to the mother
country. Some countries adopt tariff assimilation and
others adopt tariff preference. According to the former,
there is free trade between the mother country and the
colony, but hoth have the same tariff system in their
relation to other countries. Tariff preference means
that the mother country aund the colony have different
tariff systems, but extend special concession to the goods
of each other. .

The closed door in shipping means that the carrying
trade is reserved to the ships of the motherscountry.
The closed door in concessiovns means that the. mother
couatry is granted concessions as regards the develop-
ment of natural resources, the building of public works
and railways, the oil industry, ete. The open door is no
doubt preferable’ to the closed door, but the latter hag
been more successful. Pointing out the defects of the
closed door, Buell writes: “From the standpoint of the
consumer, the r' <sed door means high prices; from the
standpomt'ofa native, it is but one more phuse of the
policy =f exploitation; from the standpoint of the world
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at large, it means the perpetuation of the worst forms of
nationalistic imperialism.”*

The Mandates: The close of the Great War was
marked by a high degree of political idealism largely
due to the towering personality of President Wilson. It
was freely said that the War had been fought in order
to end all wars, that every nation should have the right
of self-determination, and that the rights of backward
territories and small mnationalities in Europe should be
freely respected. It is true that this idealism was not
siucerely shared by all those who tvok partin the
Peace Conference at Versailles in 1919, Nevertheless,
the mode of approach to colonial questions on the part
of the imperialist powers was quite different from the
policy which had been followed hitherto. While previous
wars between European nations often meant the outright
annexation of the colonial possessions of the defeated
powers, at the Peace Conference it was said that the
rights of the backward peoples should he the first
concern of the Allies and that no single allied power
should be allowed to become the sole possessor of any
of the colonial territories of the former enemy countries.

The :imperial - system which was evolved at the
Peace Conference in response to these new ideas is known
as the Mandatory System, embodied ih Article 22 of
the League Covenant which reads;—

“]. To those colonies, and dterritories which as &
consequence of the lafie war+have ceased to
be under the sovereignty of the states which

*R. L. Buell: op. cit., p, 426. "‘




( 80 )

formerly governed them and which are
Tohabited by peoples not yet able to stand
by themselves under the strenuous condi-
tions of the modern world, there should be
applied the principle that the well-being
and development of such peoples form a
sacred trust of civilisation and that securities
for the performance of this trust should be
embodied in this covenant.

“2. The best method of giving practical effect to
this principle is that the tutelage of such
peoples should be entrusted to advanced
nations who, by reason of their resources,
their experience or their geographical
position, can best undertake this responsi-
bility, and who are willing to accept it,
and that this tutelage should be exaccised
by them as Mandatories on behalf of the
League.

«3, The character of the mapdate must differ
according to the stage of the development
of the people, the geographical situation of
the territory, its economic conditions and
other similar circumstances.

.«74_ Cert8in communities formerly belonging to
the Turkish Empire have reached a stage
of development, where their existence gs
ipdependent nations can be provisionally

e recognised subject to the rendering of

’ administratjve advice and assistance by a
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Mandatory until such time as they are able
to stand alone. The wishes of these com-
munities must be a prineipal consideration
in the selection of the Mandatory.

“5, Other peoples, especially those of Central
Africa, are at such a stage that the
Mandatory must be responsible for the
administration of the territory under
conditions which will guarantee freedom of
conscience and religion, subject only to the
maintenance of public crder and morals,
the prohibition of abuses such as the slave
trade, the arms traffic and the liquor traffie,
and the prevention of the establishment of
fortifications or military and naval bases
and of military training of the natives for
other than police purposes and the defence
of territory, and will also secure equal
opportunities for the trade and commerce
of other members of the League.

“6. There are territories, such as South-west
Africa and certain of the South Pacifie
islands, which, owing to the sparseness of
their population, or their small size, or their
remoteness from the centres of civilisation,
or their geographical contiguity to the
territory of the Maadatory, and other
circumstances, can be best “zdministered
uuder the laws of the Mandatory as integral
portions of its territory, subject to the
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vafeguards above mentioned in the interests
of the indigenous population.

“7. In every case of mandate, the Mandatory
shall render to the Council an annual report
in reference to the territory committed to
its charge.

“8, The degree of authority, control or ga4-
ministration to be exercised by the
Mandatory shall, if not previously agreed
upon by the members of the League, be
explicitly defined in each case by the
Council.

“9. A permanent Commission shall be constituteq
to receive and ezamine the annual reportg
of the DMandatories, and to advise the
Council on all matters relating to the
observance of the mandates.”

It is to be noted that the mandatory system was
applied only to the colonial possessions of Germany and
Turkey, and not to those of the Allies. The object of
the system was twofold : (1) to safeguard the interestq
of the native population ; and (2) to avoid friction anq
rivalry ibetween the imperial powers which, if po¢
chedlzed, wopld lead to future wars. The ideq of
“trusteeship” on behalf of “people not yet able to gtanq
by themselves” was definitely asserted. At first there
was no question of Tlassifying the mandates into wp”
«B” & 4O *Classes, but the astute politicians who
worked behind the scenes at the Paris Conference

®wefe able to smuggle in . this classification, much
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against the wishes of President Wilson, who had intended
that all the mandates should belong to the “A” class.

It was argued that not all the territories taken over
from the former enemy countries were on the same level
of development and civilisation and that; therefore,
different systems of government be devised to meet
their differing needs. Accordingly, the mandates were
divided into A, B, & C, classes. The A class mandates
were considered to be most fitted for the attainment of
self-covernment in the near future and the C class
mandates were considered to be the least, while the B
class was placed in between. The tutelage of these
mandates was entrusted to “advanced nations’’, which
were required to submit annual reports of their work
to the Council of the League of Nations, which was
working through a Permunent Mandates Commission for
this purpose.

The mandates were classified as follows* : —

Area in
Mandates square Population Mandatory
miles

Ira 177,148 2,849,282(1920) Great Britain

q .es
A ! Palestine & Trans-Jordan 70,000 1,295,154 (1931§

Syria & Lebanon ... 60,000 2,046,857 (1926) France

{Tanganyika 373,494 4,363,438 §1921g Great Britain
| Ruanda-Urundi ... 21,429 5,605,000 (1926) Belgigm
B 4‘ Togoland (British) <o 18,240 275,968 (1931) Great Sritain

L (French) ... 21893 730,504 (1931) France
{ Cameroon (British) ... 34,236 7,050 (1930) Great Britain
" (French) ... 166,489 1,900,000(1928) TFrance
(Southwest Africa <. 3822204 273520 (1930) South Africa
| New Guinea ... 91,800 404,400 (1930) Australis
C< North Pacific Islands ... 830 99,590 (1930)" Japan
| Western Samos 1,133 44,535 (1931) Nevw. Zealand
| Naurn 9 2,692 (1931) Great ]jrita.in

% ¥. L. Schumen : op. cit., p. 612,
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vafeguards above mentioned in the interests
of the indigenous population.

“7. In every case of mandate, the Mandatory
shall render to the Council an annual report
in reference to the territory committed to
its charge.

“8, The degree of authority, control or ad-
ministration to be exercised by the
Mandatory shall, if not previously agreed
upon by the members of the League, be
explicitly defined in each case by the
Council.

“9. A permanent Commission shall be constituted
to receive and examine the annual reports
of the DMandatories, and to advise the
Council on all matters relating to the
observance of the mandates.”

It is to be noted that the mandatory system was
applied only to the colonial possessions of Germany and
Turkey, and not to those of the Allies. The object of
the system was twofold : (1) to safeguard the interestg
of the native population ; and (2) to avoid frictiog and
rivalry ibetween the imperial powers which, if pot
checked, wopld lead to future wars. The ides of
strusteeship” on behalf of “people not yet able to stand
by themselves” was definitely asserted. At first there
was no question of %lassifying the mandates jptg «a”
«B” & “C” *Classes, but the astute politicians who
worked behind the scemes at the Paris Conference

*wefe able to smuggle in , this classification, much

o«
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against the wishes of President Wilson, who had intended
that all the mandates should belong to the “A” class.

It was argued that not all the territories taken over
from the former enemy countries were on tbe same level
of development and civilisation and that; therefore,
different systems of government be devised to meet
their differing needs. Accordingly, the mandates were
divided into A, B, & C, classes. The A class mandates
were considered to be most fitted for the attainment of
self-government in the mear future and the C ¢lggg
mandates were considered to be the least, while the B
class was placed in between. The tutelage of these
mandates was entrusted to “advanced nations”, which
were required to submit annual reports of their o
to the Council of the League of Nations, whicl Was
working through a Permanent Mandates Commission for

this purpose.
The mandates were classified as follows* : —

Area in .
Mandates square Population Mnndatory
miles
Irg .. 177,148 2,849,282(1920) Great By, .
A % Pul%stine & Trans-Jordan 70,000 1,295,154 (1931) 5 tain
Syria & Lebanon ... 60,000 2,046,857 (1926) France
[Tenpganvika ... 873,494 4,363,438 519213 Great, Britg;
Rua%doﬁmundi e 21,429 5,605,000 (1926) Belgiyy, %
B Togoland (British) .. 13,240 275,968 (1931) Great Britaiy,
| ” (I’rench) .. 21,893 730,504 (19'31) France
i Cameroon (British) .. 34236 7,050 (1980) * Great Britag,,
” (French) ... 166,489 1,900,000 (1928)) France
(‘Southwest Africa .. 3922904 273,620 (1930) South .
| New Guinea 391’,306 404,400 (1930)“ Allstra.li%frlca'
C+{ North Pacific Islands ... 330 99,690 (1930)" Jupan
Western Samos 1,133 44,535 (1931) Nevw. Zeu.lu
aury 9 2,692 (1931) Great Brigad
‘\"/\a’ln

* F. L. Schuman : op. cit,, p. 612.
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Althougk the mandatory system was devised in good
faith, it has not justified the high hopes entertained
regarding it at the 11me of its inception. The mandatory
Powers, instead of regarding ths mandates as “trusts of
Civilisation,” imposed upon unwilling nations, proceeded
to regard them as anunexations. The spirit of disin-
terestedness was singularly absent. Prof. Schuman
Writes : “For all practical purposes, the C mandates are
treated as anvexations and the B mandate administration
is searcely distinguishable from that which would have
been provided for outright conquest. The A mandates
are also under the effective control of the mandatories’”
In all the mandates, except in Iraq, the mandatories
have ruthlessly crushed the legitimate aspirations of the
People towards independence and self-government. Even
in the matter of the choice of the mandatories, the
wishes of the mandates were set aside, as in the case of
Syria, which declared the United States to be ils first
choice and Britain its second, and yet was assigned to
France.

According to the League Covenant, the A mandates
were to be fitted for self-government as soon as possible.
So far only Iraq has been aliowed to attain to that
posifion. Bud even her position is not very enviable,
On October 35,1932 she was declared an independent
British protectorate imd was on the same day admitted
to membership ot the League of Nations, Yet her
“indepgndelﬁ:e" is no more real than the “independence’”
of ]'Egypt. In the words of Prof. Hocking: “The

* # op. cit., p. 617. .
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treaty which sets Iraq free resembles in some ways the
Egyptian Declaration of Independence, in that it
provides reasonably and well for British protection of
acquired British interests. Such continued oversight
of Iragians is British, not international : and the League
can only regard such a change as for the worse.”

According to the same authority, mere change in
the system of imperial organisation is not enough.
What is inore important isa new mentality. The old
colonial and military mentality is not conducive to a
sympathetic treatment of imperial questions, which
ought to be resolved into questions of human happiness
and welfare.

The situation in Syria is much worse. Even to-day
there is not much love lost between the French and the
Syrians. The two people seem to be temperamentally
incapable of understanding and helping each’ other.
After studying conditions in Syria at first-hand,
Professor Hocking concludes that the right course for
France to adopt is to leave Syria. The French use of
Senegalese soldiers in Syria, much inferior in civilisa-
tion to the Syrians, and the military excesses which
France has practised there have left rankling bitterness
in the hearts of the Syrians. “If Syria cantot be
controlled by civilised means,” says Hocking, “there
remains the alternative not to control it.”* Syria is far
too advanced in ecivilisaticn to be brought under
European tutelage in the twentieth century.

o

# W. E. Hocking : The Spirit of World Politics, p. 279.
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Oue salutary feature of the mandatory system, in
spite of the serious defects mentioned above, is that
there is a certain amount of effective international
supervision. The sovereignty of the backward regions
in question is vested not in the mandatories, but, in
theory at least, in the League as a whole, which
fanctions through the Permanent Mandates Commission
for this purpose. This Commission consists of ten
members, and six form the gquorum. None of them is
allowed to hold an official position with his government.
This gives the Commission an independence of outlook
which is very desirable. The members are chosen on
the basis . merit and competenre. They are paid a
fixed annual salary and their travelling expenses. They
meet usually once a year. The sittings are ordinarily
private. When they meet they discuss the annual
report submitted to them by each of the mandatory
powers in the presence of a representative of the

mandatory. After the representative withdraws, the
Commission drafts its report and

Council.
'fhe recommendations of

submits it to the

the Commission cannot
bind anybody. They are only of an advisory character.

Nevertheless, the League Council has been looking
more and more to the Commission as its authoritative
agent. A serious drawback in the working of the
Commission is that tHe inhabitants of the mandates do
not bave th€ same access to the Commission as the
mandatories. Any petitionof theirs can be sent up to the
Commission only through the, mandatory government,
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and it is easy to imagine what this restriction
means. Since 1927 the Council of the League has dis-
allowed to the petitioners the privilege of oral evidence.
The Commission does not visit the mandates to see for
itself how the mandatory powers do their work of
humanising and civilising their wards and of fitting the
more advanced among them for self-government. It
does not even send out committees to enquire into
glaring abuses. Thus the dice seems to be loaded
heavily against the inhabitants of the mandates. There
is no opportinitv for a full and impartial hearing of
evidence on eny v ter un ~ dispute. Occasionally
the Commissior *a. .sa bold -nd independent line, as
it did in the case .{ the ill-treatiient of the natives of
South-West Africa, but it often hedges and hesitates,
because of the entrenched position and influence of the
mandatory powers in the Leaguc Council, The judgment
of Prof. Schuman is that the Mandates Commission
“has not acted vigorously as a bold and independent
agency.”

Nevertheless, the mandatory system marks a definite
improvement. It is a step in the right direction,
though only a short step. There is no doubt whatever
that imperial profit and exploitation are ata premium
in the mandates, as in the colonial possessions. But
there are checks in the former which one does not find
in the latter, The interests of the indigenous people
are on the whole better safeguarded. Freedom of
conscience and religion are provided for them. Slave
traffic, traffic in arms and ligquor are forbidder The
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patives are protected against forced labour, except as
regards essential public works, and fraud in labour
contracts. They are not allowed to transfer their lands
to pon-natives without the express consent of the
government.

Many of these safeguards are probably only paper
safeguards. Yet, the redeeming feature is that to these
paper securities is added publicity. The Report of the
Mandates Commission is first submitted to the Counecil
of the League and is afterwards published and discussed
by the Assembly; and when this sccond stage is reached,
what was once private becomes public proparty. To
use the words of W. E. Hocking: “Thus to the security
of Paper adds itself the security of Publicity. Paper and
Publicity, with a thinking commission sitting between:
this is the kernel of the working-guarantee that the
mandate shall be a mandate.”

It is a new day in imperialism when an international
body which has no physical force behind it, can sit in
judgment over the actions of great imperial powers.
What these powers could at one time do with impunity
cannot now be done without the fierce light of world
opinion being thrown wupon it. The outburst of Sir
Austen'Chamberlain a few years ago, when the Mandates
Commission asked too many inconvenient questions, is
indeed significant. Lien like Mussolini may contemp-
tuously disregard world opinion, but even they cannot
ignore it when it is organised effectively.

* In deiling with the Bondelzwarts Affair in 8. W.
Affica,” where the mandatory had committed excesses,
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the Chairman of the Mandates Commission, boldly
declared: “This principle (i.e., the trusteesliip principle)
involves the adoption of an attitude toward the minor
interests and administrative practices very different
from the former. First in importance come the interests
of the natives, secondly the interests of the whites. The
interests o the whites should only be considered in
relation to the direct or indirect exercise of protection
over the natives ”

Admitting all the faults and defects of the mandatory
system, we still believe that the strengtliening and
extending of the systemis in the best interest of the
world at large. Itisin the nature of imperialism to

\"&xpﬁit the helpless. In order that such exploitation
. may be kept within limits and in order that the interests
' of the backward rances may be adequately protected,

international supervision is absolutely essential. As yet
the mandatory system is limited to a few areas. It
covers 11 million square miles and 20 wmillion people.
On the other hiand, half of the world’s total surface, with
600 million inhabitants, is under imperial powers, which
show no inclination whatever to bring their territories
under the mandatory system. To hope that these
powers will voluntarily be converted to the new day
towards which we are pressing is an empty dream, SO
long as capitalism, nationalism, and imperialism continue.
It may be that the only hope is t¢ be found in socialism
and internationalism, shorn of their Marxian crudities.
Leonard Barnes holds that the British Ewmpiré should
take the lead in extending the mandate system to hor
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colonies and possessions. (D his judgment, India,
Burma, and‘Ceylon are ripe for selt-government, and,
therefore, there is no need to apply the mandatory
system to them. But Malaya and some of the West
Indian Colonies, Barmes believes, could be brought
under A mandates, and the possessions in tropical Africa
under B.

It will be a great advantage if the DMandates Com-
mission can be increased in numbers, and its power
greatly strengthened. It must be given the authority
to visit the mandates and arrive at its own conclusions.
This power in course of time must be extended to the
whole of the colonial world as well. All the colonial
powers should be induced, and even obliged, tolive up to
certain conditions “hnposed for the good of the outside
world.” Buell remarks in this connection: “One of the
greatest steps toward world peace would be a treaty
signed by the ten leading colonial powers, guaranteeing
the open door in their colonies and just treatment for
the natives, as provided in the mandates subject to the
supervision of the Mandates Commission.”* 7The general
principles worked out by the Mandates Commission,
when approved by the Council and Assembly, should be
bindirg on the Mandatory.

The number of members of the Commission should
be so increased that different members could give their
attention to different questions such as education, public
bealth, development of natural resources, labour condi-

tions among the natives, and the like. Such increased

* op. cit., p. 368.
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membership would give & chance to represgntatives of
non-imperial countries to have a share in the “responst-
bilities of trustecship”” Even representatives of the
mandated territories should have a place on the Com-
mission. Representatives of the aggrieved population
in the mandates should bave the right of direct access
to the Commission either in person or through counsel.
A certain proportion of appointments in the mandates
should be allotted to qualified candidates of foreign
nationalities, in order that the mandatory power may
not have the monopoly of such appointments. The
sovereignty of the mandate should rest with the League
of Nations, and when any mandatory leaves the League,
the mandates under its care should revert to the League.
The free flow of capital into and out of mandates, as
well as of population, should be brought under the
direct control of the League.*

In the case of the A mandates at least, it is the
moral obligation and legal duty of the League and the
Mandates Commission to see to it that none of these
territories remains under European tutelage for a day
longer than is absolutely necessary. Proof of their
fitness for self-government and the stages by which they
should attain complete independence are Jatters swhich
should come within the purview of the League, and not
of the mandatory in charge. In this connection, it
must be said that the fine sentimbnts expressed by the
French rapporteur, M. de Caix, in relation to Syria and

* Rofer to Leonard DBarnes: The Iuture of Colonifés,
pp- 38-40. )
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Lebanon are vague and elusive: “As soon as the
inhabitants of Syriaand the Lebanon gave proof of their
capacity to govern themselves, to exercise in actual
fact the sovereignty which was theirs already in
law, on that day the part played by the Mandatory
power weuld be completed without even the necessity of
confirming this fact by legal action.” What constitutes
“the proof of their capacity to govern themselves?”
To whom is it to be submitted? Such inconvenient
questions are not meint to be asked of imperial
diplomats.

V. Is Imperialism Justified?—It is tvo late in the
day to try to justify imperialism by roundabout and
circumlocutory methods. Very few people to-day are
prepared to believe with C. D. Burnes that imperialism
breaks down the mere narrowness of village poiitics and
leads to internationalism and world brotherhood. If
anything, it has the precisely opposite effect. The
essence of imperialism is competition and exploitation.
It is no heresy tosay that imperialism has not had a
respecta.ble ancestry, a.lthough a stage comes in the
history of its development when ruthless exploitation ig
clothed behind such high-sounding conceptions as “the
white'man’s burden” and “the civilising and humanising
mission” of the West to the DBast. Many a modern
empire had its origin in piracy and slave trade. Even
the mighty British Empire; says Barnes, is no exception
to this rule* Ideas of civilisation, calture, and

® *Ref. to L. Barnes: The Duty of Empire, p. 11.
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knowledge are later additions devised partly to soothe
troubled consciences. The first impulse of imperialism
is economic gain, to which is later added political
control.

In discussing the rightness and wronguess of
imperialism, four questions have to be distinctly borne
in mind.

(1) Does it materially and morally improve tle
condition of the peoplc over whom it is exercised ?

(2) Does it materially and morally improve the
condition of the people of the imperial country?

(3) Does it avoid friction points between the natious
of the world and make for world peace and prosperity?

(4) Is there a suitable alternative to imperialism
which will make for a better and happier world ?

It is difficult to give an answer to this question
which will equally apply to all empires wnd all imperial
possessions. For a few cases of genuine humanitarianism,
there are many casrs of ruthless exploitation. Leonard
Barnes is right when he paints the British Empire as “a
composite jumble, ramshackle in some parts, repressive
in others, aimless in most, and beneficent in a few”* as
against the familiar picture of “a perennial spring of
Universal justice and benevolence on which the sun
never sets”t It is true that in out of the way places in
Afries, imperialism has abolished cannibalism, slavery,
and crude forms of justice and government. But over
against these benefits of imperialism we must weigh in

* Op. cit., p. 21,
T op. cit., p. 20,
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the balance such facts ag the culture system followed by
Holland in ¢ the Dyteh East Indies, the atrocities
committed by the Belgians in Congo, indentured labour
and virtual slavery which prevail in many parts of the
tropical empire, and the confiscation of enormouvs tracts
of land by a handful of whites in South Africa and
Kenya. In South Africa, we are told that a million and
a half whites own 230 million acres, while 5% million
Negroes possess 27 million acres. “When the white man
came,” runs a South African saying, ‘“he had the Bible
and we had the land; now we have the Bible and he
has the land.”

Barnes points out that in the mining distriets of
Africa “conditions analogous to slavery” prevail.
Native labourers are recruited for the most part by
deception, and the compound system under which many
of them live is detiimental to health, morals, and
economic uplift. A compound Barnes defines as a
“cross between a barrack and a gaol” “There is no
comparison whatever between the wag-s earned by
native workers and those earned by European Workers.
On an average, the European carns eight times as much
for less arduous work. IHeavy fines and hard labour
are imposed for the slightest infringement of contracts,
the term of which many a native may not understand.
Besides, the native is effectively shut out from all skiiled
and semi-skilled occupations, and is destined by law to
remain for ever on the level of a floating proletariat,
In the words of Barnes: “It is the distinction of the
m.nes to have rendered slavery {uunecessmy by
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retaining its substance while dispensing with its
form.” * *

Conditions in agriculture in Africa are not any
better. In the last twenty years, as Barnes points out,
a system of native policy has been built upin the
Union of South Africa which is a calculated outrage
upon every tradition of fair dealing. In the Transvaal
and Natal, “no male native may be employed outside
the farm on which he resides, unless he carries a docu-
ment from the former permitting him to seek employ-
ment!” + Brutality is added to oppression. For
instance, if a person “appears to be” under eighteen,
“he may be flogged in addition to any other penalties
inflicted on him"” for violation of the contract.

It is a notorious fact that imperialist countries spend
very little money upon improving the conditions of the
people over whom they are the self-appointed trustees.
Leonard Woolf says that in the year 1924 out of an
estimated revenue of two million pounds, the Kenya
Government spent £ 44,000 on prisons and £ 37,000 on
education! The whole policy pursued by the Govern-
ment is to favour some 10,000 Europeans at the
expense of 2,500,000 Africans and 36,000 Asiatics. All
the desirable land is reserved for them and “the aative
is on the road whizh leads to economic slavery.” *
Conditions in South and East Africa show that the fate

# L. BarneS: The Duty of Empire, p. 252.
7 L. Barnes: 1o. do. p. 266.
! L. Barnes: Do. do. p. 268.
* L. Woolf: Imperialism and Civilisation, p. 8G.



(9 )

of the natiw: population is wuch worse when entrusted
to the white‘settlers on the spot than when it isin the
hands of the colonial government in the mother coun-
try. Contrast. for example, conditions in South Africa
and Kenya with those of British West Africa and
Nigeria. The policy which the white settlers have
pursued through the years has made them “thriving
earthworms” practically devoid of all humanitarian
feclings towards the people of the soil. Speaking
about Epypt, Rushdi Pasha bitterly remarks: ¢ The
British are deliberately keeping the Egyptians from
getting an education, and then they tell the world we
are incapable of governing ourselves.” The Congo
government in 1923 spent one per cent of its total
budget on education. *

Imperial powers are, as a general rule, short-sighted.
They are in a hurry to extract the golden eggs from
the goose as quickly as possible. They fail to see that
even from their own sclfish point of view, the hap-
piness and contentment, the higher standard of living,
and high purchasing power of the colonies are of
distinct advantage to them.

When we tarn from Africa to India, we find that
conditions arg not very much better, although Gregt
Britain has been a much better master than most
imperial powers. The economic exploitation anddrain-
age of the country have ghne on apace without much
let or hindrance. Parker Moon writes: “The reason
vJvhy y;'B"l'itish first entered India, and the primary

% Parker Moor: op. cit., p. 290.

-
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reason they have remained there, was nct to benefit
India, but tn benefit Great Britain”* In spite of 175
years of British rule in India, the average wage of the
Indian labourer is about four annas a day. The
appalling poverty of the masses is the most hideous fact
that strikes the attention of any observer. In the
words of Mahatma Gandhi, “The Government establish- -
ed by law in British India is carried on for this
exploitation of the masses. No sophistry, no jugglery
in figures can explain away the evidence the skeletons
in many villages present to the naked eye.” + Besides.
poverty, there is ignorance of the worst kind, 93 per cent
of the people being illiterate. Public health is very
poor, with a high rate of mortality and a high birth
rate, although the imperial power is not to blame for all
of it. A disproportionately large percentage of the
revenus of the country is spent on an expensive army
and an equally expensive ecivil service and a host of
pensioners, with the result that nation-building depart-
ments such as education and public health are obliged
to live a hand-to-mouth existence. The free flow of
capital from England to India in the form of invest-
ment has not brought any relief to the masses. As
Barnes notes, all that it has done is to tighten the grip
of the Anglo-Indian and Indian rich upon the poor
and of Great Britain upon India.

By controlling currency And the military budget
and, to some extent, the tariff and fiscal policy of the

* Parker Moon: op cit., p. 290,
T Speeches, op. 763-4.
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country, Er;gland has been able to favour her own
people at the expense of the poverty-stricken masses of
India. The indigenous cottage industries of India,
which provided a living to many thousands and gave
them opportunity for the expression of their personali-
ties in creative work, have practically been wiped out
"uoder the stress of imperialistic competition. Itisa
well-known fact that the widespread textile industry of
India was destroyed early last century by, among other
things, the imposition of prohibitive import duties in
England on fine Indian fabric. In the light of all this,
it seems a mockery to speak of imperialism as a purely
humanitarian task. Cecil Rhodes was nearer the truth
when he said: “Pure philanthropy is very wellin its
way, but philanthropy plus 5 per cent is a good deal
better.”! Schuman contends that profit motives, power
motives, and prestige are skilfully concealed in terms
of humanitarianism, civilising missions, religious con-
version; and material benefits conferred upon the back-
ward peoples.® The same writer says that in, the
countries under the heel of imperialism, very little
money is spent as a rule on removing illiteracy and in
prompting education.

“In the U.'S. 200 children attend school for every
1,000 inhabitants, as compared with 175 in the Hawajian
Islands, 120 in the Bhilippines, 40 in Madagascar and
Uganda, 38 in the Dutch East Indies and British India,
37 in Hzi:7 28 in Tunis, 26 in the Belgian Congo, 20 in
Zlorea, 3 in French West Africa and French Cameroon,

* Cp. op. cit, p. 422.
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and 1 in Portuguese Angola”* Much money"is'spent for
military purposes, administration, and railway building.
The white settlers take the lion’s share. Beggary,
starvation, and social disorganization stare one in the
face everywhere. Head taxes and hut taxes are levied
in Afriea primarily not to raise revenue, but to compel
the natives to work for white employees. “The back-
ward peoples have obtained less of civilization and
enlightenment from the white man than of misery,
improvement, and ruthless economic exploitation”, +
Even if it be granted, as we do, that certain indirect
economic benefits acerue to the victims of imperialism,
it must be said that these benefits are often at the loss
of their political independence, self-respect, and manli-
ness. Political subjection is as intimate a part of
imperialism as economic exploitation. The nature of
power is such that those who are kept under its yoke
for long years come to love their very chains. To recall
the words of Rousseau in this connection : “If there are
slaves by nature, it is because there have been slaves
against nature.” The recent history of Egypt, Syria,
Palestine, 1ndia, and Ceylon goes to show that imperial
powers are most loath to part with authority and responsi-
bility, and can be depended upon to place as many
hindrances as possible in the way of a people being able
to govern themselves. Imperjalist ,powers have not yet

learnt the truth that “no man is good enough to be
another’s master.”

(SN

L

* F. L. Schuman : op. cit., p. 591.
+ ”» : 0p. cit., pp. b91-2.
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When the, agitation on the part of the subject peoples
for self-government and independence becomes presistent,
the imperial power adopts one or more of the following

devices *:——

(@) It crushes mnative resistance by force and
devises means by swhich to enfeeble the
vietims.

(b) It uses persuasion, education, and coerciopn
to make people loyal subjects of the
empire.

(c) It replaces the language and culture of the
people by those of the conquerors.

(d) It makes “a pretence of colonial participation
in the national government”, substituting
such an arrangement for national self.
determination.

(e) 1t provides for various forms of autonomy,
protection, and native participation in loeg)
government, taking care to retain the
substance of power in its own hands,

(/) It uses native princes and other vesteq
interests as agents of colonial government,

.(g) Itsees to it that executive power is not
ailowed to be controlled by the legislature,

(k) In exceptional cases, it relinquishes power
without war, as in the case of the British
Dominions, where the two sides belong to

o ~the same or similar racial and ecultural
N group. _
#Condensed from I*. L. Schuman : op. cit., pp. 624-29.
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“So long as those who resist alien rule, are weaker
than the foreign conquerors, resistance merely intensifies
foreign oppression and prolongs the dictatorial regime
imposed from without.”} Public disorders, inter-communal
rivalries and frictions, illiteracy, low moral standards,
and the like are used as excuses for indefinitely post-
poning self government, without any attempt being made
to remove these hindrances. The backward countries’
are not given a chance to develop themselves and to
learn by making mistakes. In this respect, the African
native has probably been the most unfortunate.

Another fact of which Schuman reminds us in
connection with the alleged benefits of imperialism is
that Western civilisation is not an unmixed blessing.
The white man’s religion, morals, language, and social
institutions have not infrequently resulted in the
destruction of indigenous culture and in social chaos
and demoralisation. We are told that the white popu-
lation of the South Seas is dead or dying on acecount of
its contact with the West, which, at its worst, has meant
rum, guns, and syphilis. In other parts of the world,
people living under imperial sway have lost their own
cult, arts, mores, and folkways and have become
“grotesque and debased caricatures of western white
men.”* While ancient imperialism touched the lives of
the people only at a few points and left the people for

the most part to develop their owr native genius, modern
imperialism is thorough-going in its

application to

e

1. F. L. Schuman : op. cit.. p. 629.
* F. L. Schuman : op. cit,, p. 592.
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the lives of the people and is destructive of the
best in their gulture ahd civilisation. It brauds them
as people of “lesser breeds without the law” and equates
military superiority and superior technology with
cultural superiority.

Imperialism has much to answer in the matter of
.racial relationships. Racial frictions which mar the
relationships of people in Asia and Africa are a direct
legacy of imperialism. C. F. Andrews asks the question :
“How can you be a friend of the man who insists
on always keeping you in a semi-inferior position ?”
The Dean of Worcester, speaking on India, is reported to
have said : “Let us tuarn to the root of the troubles in
India. Our rule in that country has undoubtedly con-
ferred great benefits upon it. We have kept the peace
during a long period between warring factions. We
bhave made railroads. We have fought famine. We have
improved health. We have increased fertility...... We
bave done much for the material needs of India, but we
have not won the love of her people. Why not? Because
we have hurt souls” According to H. G. Wells,
imperialism means “arrogant swagger, opposite of
cosmopolitanism.”  Norman Thomas, a well-known
Socialist leader.in the United States, remarks sarcasti-
cally: “Many a man without six feet of earth in which
to be buried is swollen with pride because his country
towns’ an empire.” In the German Colonies before the
War, we are told that “white men carried around whips
as natar=iy as they did handkerchiefs,”
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As Prof. Hocking points out, the West assumes
that what is good for it is good for everybody. “It
destroys even without knowing what-.it) destroys”;
witness, for example, its destruction of the Arabic
culture. It has no eyes to see that “in grace of life,
dignity of thought and language, courtesy, hospitality,
conversation, intuitive poetry and metaphysical sense,
the Orient is advanced.” (Hocking). X

Furthermore, war is a necessary feature of imperia-
lism in the first instance with the backward peoples,
and later with other imperial powers. Hardly a single
colony has been won without some bloodshed at least.
A recent writer observes that the path of empire is red
with the blood of its victims. Another writer says:
“Diplomacy, coercion, and military force are the
necessary accompaniments of imperialism.” Even
after subjugating a backward country, the imperial
power is obliged to maintain a large army of occupation,
partly for the sake of asserting its prestige, partly
because of the fear of native revolt, and partly because
of the fear of the possibility of rival imperial powers
grabbing an ill-gotten gain. An imperial power is always
on pins and needles, and the mentality which it exhibits
isinimical to the maintenance of normal human relations.

In spite of these obvious evils which imporialism
brings in its train, advocates of ﬁnperialism say
in its defence that it brings peace and order out of
chaos and confusion, that i acts® as an arbiter between
the various warring sections of the backward com-
munity, that it protects the masses #g.inst native

PS
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exploitation, that it makes available the unused resources
of the country to the world at large, that it makes for
uniform laws over vast territories, and that, in these
days of terrific competition for finished goods and
markets for raw materials, it is a distinct advantage
for countries unable to stand on their own feet to be
parts of a large empire which can give them protection
wnd make ‘orderly life possible. We ungrudgingly
admit that every one of these arguments has a large
degree of force behind it, as in the case of the
British connection with India. Nevertheless, we muost
confess that while these factors alleviate the evils of
imperialism, they do mnot by any means justify it
Imperialism can be justified only whenit is exercised
first and foremost in the interests of the people it
governs and only when it takes the speediest measures
possible to fit the subject people for self-government
and freedom. Honesty requires us to say that neither
of these conditions obtains to any appreciable extent
anywhere in the imperial world. Foreign rule may be
a good thing for a while, but the price it exacts is out
of proportion to the benefits it confers.

(2) Does imperialism benefit the people of the
mother gountry ? 1t is often assumed that imperialism
brings great malerial advantages to the people of the
mother country. But a careful analysis of the situation
does not support such ap assumption. On the emotional
side, there is no doubt that imperialism is a good tonic
for a peopler sinarting under an inferiority complex.
Modern imperialism is an expression of “the will to
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power’” and of “the drive for conquest.” Thus we find
that, suffering from an inferiority complex in her
relation to such European powers as England and
France for not possessing a large colonial empire, Italy
provoked a war with Abyssinia and has “conquered”
her after a fashion. Empire to Fascist Italy means a
sign of virility and masculinity, although the victim
chosen is like a lamb to a wolf. It remains to be seen
whether for all the hardships that Mussolini has inflicted
upon his own people, there are to be compensating
advantages in the future. Judging from the Italian
conquest of Libya (formerly known as Tripoli), we
cannot be sure of such advantages. “Libya constitutes
one of the most perfect examples of a coloniai possession
acquired and held at a great cost to the taxpayers of
the home country for reasons of diplomatic power and
prestige, with only moderate profits aceruing to
privileged investors and concessionaries and no economie
gains whatever accruing to the nation as a whole.”*

o

As a general rule, the pecuniary gains resulting
from imperial adventures go to a favoured few. The
nation'as a whole pays the piper without calling the
tune. Thus, for instance, the direet gain to the British
masses from their possession of India is probably clight,
in spite of the fact that “India is by far the greatest
market ever acquired asa colony by any industrial
empire.” § Particular 1ndustries *such as cotton and
iron may benefit, but not industry in geuveral. If the

+F, L. Schuman: op. ¢it.,, p. 4006.
+ P. T. Moon :+ ., p.520. S
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huge capital which has been invested in India and
other v:olonial possessions had remained in Britain itself,
the condition of the British working classes might have
been much better than it is to-day. Leonard Barnes
writes : “Colonies, in particular, are normally class
assets, which bring advantages, e.g., to investors and
manufacturers, but disadvantages, e.g. to wage-earners.”*

Advocates of empire often say that the imperial
country obtains a bulk of the raw materials which itg
colonies produce. Actual facts, however, do not support
such a contention. Raw materials, as Parker Moon
puts it, are colour-blind. They obey economic rather
than political laws. It is foolish to assume that the capital
invested by an imperial country in her colonies always
brings her direct returns. The money may just as well
be used in ordering goods from countries outside the
imperial ring and in converting customers into compe.
titors. The idea of an empire becoming self-sufficient
in raw materials, especially at times of War, seews
equally preposterous. The cost of attaining such a goal
is not worth the trouble. Ina fit of patriotie passion,
countries belonging to the same empire may agree to
buy frecm, and sell to, each other even at considerable
ﬁnanfzial sacrifice. But such a mood soon passes away.
Trade generally follows the lowest price lavel, and not
any patriotic exhortations.

The imperial preference idea which has been
gaining strength in the Bfitish Empire since the War
and which reached its climax in the Ottawa Agreement

+ L. Barnes : The IFutnre of Colonies, p. 21.
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of 1932 has not brought much relief to the empire. Leonard

Barnes contends that “it can mno longer be seriously

questioned that from the standpoint of world needs

imperial preference is an anti-social principle, of

doubtful advantage even to its supposed beneficiaries

and calculated gravely to prejudice any peaceful seolu-

tion of the problems now confronting the dissatisfied

powers.” * Imperial preference is a hindrance to the’
building up and holding of markets nearer home.

In order to protect a far-flung empire, Britain is
obliged to maintain a large army, navy, and air force.
And this means that the British tax-payer has to bear
the brunt of the burden; and whatever indirect gains he
may derive from DBritain’s imperial possessions is
possibly more than offset by the burden of taxation.

The plea that im perialism is a remedy for overpopu-
lation is mot supported by fzcts. The people of Italy
and Japan who complain of over-crowding have not
found colonies a solution to their problem. Adjustments
of industry, agriculture, and finance as well as inter-
national co-operation can, perhaps, solve the problem
much better.

Imperialism further has the result of lowering wages
and standards of living among the people of the imperial
country. When the capitalist finds that he can get
quick returns for his money by investing it in back-
ward areas where labour is cheap and abundant, he
naturally diverts his capital there. Before long he finds
that a great variety of goods can be produced there at

# L. Barnes : The Future of Colonies, p. 17. ~
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much smaller cost than at home. The result of all this
is that the ,[labouring classes in the mother country
suffer reduction in wages as well as unemployment.

The moral effects of imperialism upou the victors are
very grave indeed. Prof. Hocking is right when he
says: “It is especially dangerous for any people to live
long among a population which it holds in contempt.”
It leads to a lower standard of morality and debases
conscience. It i1s not uncommon to find the white man
using one set of standards for himself and another for
the coloured. Kven the law of the country is made to
do service to such perversions. The white man
hypootises himself into the belief that the coloured man
belongs to a “lesser breed,” that he does not require the
comforts that he demands for himself, that he can live
on next to nothing, that his manners and morals are not
worthy of attention, that his sentiments and feelings
need rot be serupulously considered, and the like. It is
this kind of veiled contempt which accounts for the
fact that few Englishmen in India bhave a real insight
into the culture and civilisation of the ‘people of the
country. They know a great deal about elephants,
tigers, snakes, and palaces, but not much about the
inner. life and genius of the people. The beauty of
Indian philosophy, poetry, literature, and art is a closed
book to many of them.

Imperialism at itsebest is a benevolent despotism so
far as the so-called “ backward” regioas are concerned.
RepreSSiQn is*the very breath of its nostrils, Experience
shows that repression practised in a colonial possession
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soon comes to roost at home. It is probably true that
the freedom-loving Englishman has lost “some of his
original zeal for freedom, partly because of the changed
mentality brought about by the military excesses of his
country - men abroad and by the serious restrictions
placed on freedom in various parts of the dependent
empire. '

The unnatural relation prevailing between tle
imperial country and its possessions is altogether inimi-
cal to the possibility of the two learning from each other.
Receptivity to new ideas and suggestions and the
drawing out of the innate capacity of the learner are
difficult of attainment so long as the master-servant
relation prevails between two peoples. In this connec-
tion, Prof. Hocking writes: “The teacher of genius
does not insist on doing for the pupil what the pupil
must some day do for himself; he is more concerned
with eliciting native power than with exact perfor-
mance.” *

(3) Does imperialism help to avoid friction points
between nations and make for world peace? The answer
to this question is, for the most part, in the negative.
Imperialism means international rivalry and competition.
It means a struggle for markets, raw materials,
and places for capital investment. As long as there
were plenty of open spaces in Africa and Asia for
settlement or exploitation, the Western powers were
able to parcel them out among themselves svithout much
friction. But to-day practically all tbe available space

# W. E. Hocking, p. 139.
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is taken up, and the future promises to witness a period
of struggle between the imperial powers for colonies
and markets.

The late Mr. Mohammad Ali of India is said to have
remarked: “If the last War (the World War) was a war
to end all wars, the last peace (Versailles treaty) was a
peace to end all peace. ”  The latter part of the remark
indeed contains much truth. The Versailles treaty
which concluded the war between imperial powers,
deprived Germany and Turkey of their colonies, gave
most of them away in the form of mandates to Englanq
and France, and made slight additions to the territories of
Japan and Italy. The arrangement was such as to cripple
the former enemy powers and add to the strength of the
two foremost imperial powers—England and France,
Italy and Japan were frankly dissatisfied and were
waiting for an opportunity to assert themselves. Within
the last few years Japan has established a form of
protectorate over Manchukuo, using all the art and
diplomacy of the West in asserting her claim, and keeps
2 hupgry eye upon the rest of China. Italy hag
4gonquered” Abyssinia and is waiting for the farce of
international recognition before annexing it. Germany,
too, is profoundly dissatisfied. She has openly violateq
many of the terms of the Versailles Treaty and ig
frankly preparing for. war, and annexation of eolonia]
territory. It 1s t0d early to say where all this will end,
The present siruggle is between the ‘static’ powers like
Ecgland, France, and the United States, on the one
hand, and the ‘dypamic’ powers like Germany, Italy
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and Japan on the other which are profoundly. dissatisfied
and even disgruntled. The attitude of the static powers
is, in the words of Leonard Barnes: ¢ What we have is
enough, and what we have we hold.”* The dynamic
powers, on the other hand, complain that in the face of
their growing population, they do not have enough
access to raw materials and settlement colonies and
enough markets for their finished goods. The population
of Germany is increasing roughly at the rate of a third
of a million per year, that of Italy halfamillion and that
of Japan a million, while the populationof France has been
stationary for a long time, and that of Britain is rapidly
approaching stagnation. Germany is on the whole
poor in raw materials and produces only 80 per cent. of
her food supplies. The position of italy is even worse.
In pre-war years a large number of Italians used to
emigrate to France, the United States,and South America,
but immigration rules to-day are so strict that Ttalians
are practically shut out. Besides, Italian colonies are
not a paying proposition. Likewise, the Japanese are
not wanted in Australia, Canada, and the United States.
The dynamic powers, rightly or wrongly, believe
that expansion in ‘the colonial sphere will hring
them relief, But such expansion is sure'to be resisted
by the static powers. Thus the entire situation is
brimful of trouble for the future. -

Both Marx and Lenin foresaw years ago that all the
available territory of the world would be %aken up by
the capitalist countries of the world and that when this

+ The Future of Oolonies, p. 9.



( 112 )

gituation came about, there would be a scramble between
them for pov;'er and position, leading eventually toa
world-wide socialism. The first part of the prophecy
bas come true already, and it looks as though that the
second part, too, may come true before very long.
Even if world-wide socialism does not come into being

* in our day, it seems almost certain that imperialism will
lead to war in the future, unless imperialists change
their methods and policies and accomodate themselves to
each other, In the opinion of Barmes: “Itis true and
fair to say that Britain’s possession, on the present
privileged terms, of a vast dependent Empire is incom-
patible with peace.” *

British writers on the whole do not agree with the
opinion of Barnes. They believe that the British
Empire is the greatest safeguard of world peace. It is
claimed by Prof. E. Barker, for instance, that, while the
British Empire originally signified overseas expaunsion
for the two-fold purpose of settlement and business, it is
“revealing a process of sublimation which is leading to
the totally new idea of a community of self-governing
nations based on voluntary adhesion to the English ideas
of lay and liberty.” It is needless to say that thig
statement abeut a free association of self-governing
pations may apply to the Dominions, but not to the
eolonies and dependencies which constitute 6/Tths of
the whole Empire. The day that India is admitted to
completely equal status with the Dominions, we shall be
prepared to believe with Barker and others like him that

* The Future of Colonies, pp. 21-22.
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concept of Empire has uudergone a radical change.
Leonard Barnes says that the British Empire 1s
supposed to stand for—
(a) Peace among all its members.
(b) A system of co operative defence against out-
side aggression.
(c) Freedom for all its members.
() Personal.
(it) Economie (i.c. decent and steadily rising
standards of living).
(i11) National.
Barnes himself admits that all this is true only with
regard to the self-governing Dominions.

Even if it be admitted for the sake of argument that
the British Empire secures peace, order, and contentment
over vast territories, it does not follow that world peace
is secure. Britain may be honest in her desire not to
engage in wars and aggression as well as in her desire
to fit her colonies and dependencies for self-government
as speedily as possible. But so long as the non-British
capitalistic countries of the world harbour the grievance
that they do not have an adequate share in the trade
and territories of the world on account of the existence
of the British Empire, world peace restson a s.ender
basis. Therefore, our conclusion is that Empetiﬂlism in
practice, and not the imperialism of the philosopher, is
generally not conducive to -peacc. At best it means
armed neutrality.

(4) Is there an alternative to imperialism? Im-
perialism is 50 firmly entrenched in the present worid



( 114 )

order that it seems as though nothing can shake it. To
condemn it roindly at the present stage will have the
same effect as a dog barking at the moon. Intreaties
and persuasions to imperialist statesmen to change their
methods and policies are likely to fall on deaf ears, until
“the self-interest of their own country is vitally affected.
oJJf imperialism cannot be destroyed or abandoned over-
night, the most that we can do is to change it to suit
modern conditions. The key to the siwation is to be
found in the words “international control” and “interna-
tional co-operation.” We bhave already spoken of the
possibility of strengthening the mandatory system and
extending it to cover all or nearly all of the backward
regions of the world. While many agree that some form
of international control of colonial possessions will go.
far towards preventing international friction in the
future, they doubt whether the existing system of
mandatory administration will prove capable of this
extension.
The suggestions made by Leonard Barnes are:
(a) application of the open door throughout the
colonial empire ;
(b) “transfer of territory at present colonial, not
° asssuch, but as mandated territory, with
the mandatory power (which would be one
or other of the dissatisfied powers [Germany,
Italy, Japan, ett.]) answerable to the League
of Nations:
(¢) “similar transfer of existing mandates;
(d) “administration of existing colonies, ete., to be-



( 115

undertaken no longer by the old imperial
powers, but by an international authority
acting for the League and representing the
dissatisfied powers as well as others;

(¢) “extension of the mandate system.” *

Barnes believes that if the present strangulation of
international trade is to be avoided, England should
revert to her traditional free trade policy. He advocates
“an agreement between Britain, the Dominious, and
India for the progressive reduction of inter-imperial
tariffs and for leaving the way open to any other
countries to join in the agreement on the same lines. ” ¥
This means the abandonment of the Ottawa Agreement
and the entire principle of imperial preference. Raw
materials should be sold on the same terms to all the
purchasers, except when economic sanctions are to be
applied to a defaulting nation. If the supply of raw
materials is to be restricted or controlled in some other
way, “the interests of consumers should be safeguarded
by governmental supervision and (the) consuming
countries as such should be associated with that
supervision.”} In return for throwing open her empire
to low tariff, Britain should drive a hard bargain to the
effect that all the nations which participate in such g
privilege should strictly adhere to international agree.
ments and conventions. In particular, she shonlg
demand “the return of Japan and Germany to the

e

* The Future of Colonies, p. 34. -

T 2 ”» Pp. 16. «
1 L. Barnes: op. ¢it., p. 17. '
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League and the agreement of all the dynamic powers
(a) to work the trusteeship principle in terms of the
suggested reforms in the mandate system, (b) to sign a
disarmament convention, and (c) to enter into a system
of co-operative defence.”*

As regards the second and third suggestions, Barnes
rightly reminds us that colonies and mandates are not
the possession of any nation to give away as it pleases.
They belong to the people of the land, and their interests
should come first. Therefore, any transference which
might be made should be with ““the full and spontaneous
consent” of the people concerned. Such transference
should not take the form of paying blackmail to the
disgruntled powers. It should be resorted to only as
the last remedy, when every other remedy fails.

The fourth suggestion—placing mandates and colonies
under an international authority—is ideally the best
solution. But it is not likely to work satisfactorily at
least in the beginning. Condominiums are generally
failures. The only condominium which is a partial suc-
cess is that of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, the reason for
which is to be found in the fact that Egypt’s share ip
the cgndominium is merely nominal.

Barnes plates much emphasis upon his Jast suggestion,
viz. the extending of the mandate system. This means,
according to the samg auth.ority, “(a) that Britain should
accept the supervision of the League, acting through
the Mandatee Commission, in respect of territories now
held as colonies or protectorates, and (b) that the present

The Future of Colonies, p. 45.
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supervisory powers of the League should be made wider
and more strict.”* Countries which are-already ripe
for self-government such as India, Burma, and Ceylon
should be assisted speedily to reach their goal. If they
still require the assistunce of the advanced countries of
the West, it is better that it should take the form of
supply of experts, advisers, and administrators by an
international body like the League of Nations than
indefinite tutelage to a single country. In the other
possessions which come under this new mandate system,
the open door should be maintained; the interests of the
people of the land should be given the first considera-
tion; “there should be no militurisation either of
population or of territory;” t the Mandates Commission
should exercise strict supervision over all the territories
transferred to its jurisdiction.

Other suggestions which have been made for improv-
ing imperialism are:—{«) Do not leave the fate of the
indigenous population to the white settlers. Both Woolf
and Barnes trace many of the internal difficulties in
South Africa and Kenya to the selfish and grabbing
p:\licy pursaed by the white settlers there. Judging
from the Colour Bar, Class Areas Bill, ete,, it would
seem as though the granting of Dominion Status to the
Union of South Afriea in 1909 was premature. The
colonial office might have pursued a more sympathetie
policy towards the Negroes. " ;

+ L. Barnes: op. cit., p. 36. )
‘o
T ” ” p- 37.
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In particular, the alienation of native land and the
exploitation of native labour should be forbidden by the
imperial country or by an international bedy. In
Southern and Eastern Africa virtual wage-slavery
prevails, involving “minimum of rights and maximum
of obligations.” Barnes says: “The reform of ‘conditions
analogous to slavery’ to-day constitutes a graver
practical problem even than the abolition of what
remains of slavery itself.”* Racial tyranny is justified
as being in the interest of “the natives”” The present
situation could have been avoided if the recommendations
of the Parliamentary Commission of 1837 had been
carried out: “(1) So far as the lands of the Aborigines
arewithin any territories over which the dominion of the
Crown extends, the acquisition of them by Her Majesty’s
subjects upon any title of purchase, grant, or otherwise,
from their present proprietors, should be declared illegal
and void. (e) The protection of natives is not a trust
which could conveniently be confided to colonial
legislatures. ” {-

(b) Restrict she free flow of private capital into
backward areas. Vested interests, particularly of foreign
origin, often constitute the most serious hindranca to the
advaneement of a country. If this situation is to be
avoided, it is ﬁecessary to bring the movement of capital
under League centrol.  Barnes suggests the advisability
of constituting an elnterpational Board of Colonial
Investment “which would raiss loans, allocate funds for

e

# The Duty of Empire, p. 65.
+ Quoted by Bagrnes: The Duty of Empire, p. 132.
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works in mandated territories, and secure an equitable
allocation of contracts to the several member states.
\Private investment for development purposes should
cease so far as financial and administrative technique
can prevent it.”*

(c) Fit the backward areas for self-government as
soon as possible on the basis of indigenous institutions.
L. Barnes believes that British administration in India,
though efficient, has not much soul. The reason for it
he traces to the fact that indigenous organizations are
neglected. “For Indians the whole structure of govern-
ment is an imposition, not an evoeation.” + L. Woolf
writes: “Unless Lurope does its best to help Asia to
pass from imperialist subjection to compiete independence
without resistance and friction the world may find itself
faced with a conflict and outburst of nationalism
compared with which the Great War was the mildest of
evils.” %

(d) As long as outside control is necessary, it is
better on the whole to have partial control than complete
control; indirect control based on indigenous institutions
and cultare than direct control international control
than national control.

(e) A very useful suggestion made by Barnes is that,
inasmuch as imperialism and capitalisfa are intimately
linked together, it is necessary to substitute socialism
for capitalism in the “mother coyntry,” if imperialism is

* L. Barnes: The Future of Colonies, p. 89.
1 The Duty of Empire, p. 111. )
$ L. Woolf: Imperialism and Civilisation, p. 70. ¢
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to undergo profound modification. In the anthor’s own
words : “Some sort of socialist revolution in Britain is a
pre-condition of every tolerable imperial system.” The
“liberation and development of the colonies is inter-
dependent with the socialisation of Britain. Neither
can take place without the other. They are two aspects
of a single inter-locked process.”* According to R. Fox
* “The issue of the struggle of the British working
class, the question of socialism in England, cannot be
considered apart from the liberation of the peoples of
the Empire.” + The British character needs to be
socialised and internationalised before im
be modified or abandoped,

Imperialism, we are convinced, is no
Schuman believes that “th
numbered, eyep thoun

perialism can

t finally possible,
e days of the empires are
gh their decline wij inevitably
be slow anq gradual. ”+ Parker Moop holds that

imperialism is the survival of a mid-Victorian policy in
a very u.n-Victorian age. If imperialism is to justify
itself d'urmg the transitional period, it is necessary that
the ¢ Imperialism of responsibility ” shoyld rapidly
replace the “imperialism of exploitation.”” More than
mere lip service should be paid to such declarations as
that of $he British Colonial Ofice in 1923: “Primarily
Kenya is an %African territory, and His Majesty’s
Government think it nceessary definitely to record
their considered opiniop tha{ the interests of the African

# The Duty of Empire, p. 275. o
+ The Colonial Policy of British Imperialism, p. 11.
»3F. L. Schuman: op. cit., p. 624,
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natives must be paramount, and that if, and when those
interests and the interests of the immigrant, races should
conflict, the former should prevail.”

Ismail of Egypt lays down what he considers to be
the duties of foreigners in a backward country, which
apply equally well to imperialist rulers and statesmen.

“To accept government only if by so doing you
benefit the race you rule; '
“To lead, not drive, the people to a higher civilisa-
tion;

“To abandon relations with your native land ;

“To resist other governments, and keep intact the
sovereignty of the state whose bread you eat;

“T'o represent the native when advising...... on any
question which your own or any foreign government
may wish solved; and in this

“To have for prop and guide that which is universally

right throughout the world, that which is best for the
people of the state you serve.”
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CHAPTER I

Internationalism.

I. The Meaning of Internationalism.—We are
living in a world in which the need for international
co-operation and international .control is most pressing.
The world is no longer divided into water-tight
compartments. It is inereasingly becoming a single
unit. Modern scientific discoveries—the railway, the
steamship, the telegraph, the telephone, the cable, and
the radio have annihilated distance. The economic needs
of man have so greatly multiplied in recent times that
an adequate satisfaction of them requires the resources
of the whole world. Epidemics are no longer confined
to any single part of this planet. The influenza, making
its first appearance in Spain, soon spreads over the
entire world and takes a heavy toll of human lives in
every part of the globe. A political murder taking
place in a remote corner of Europe immediately involves
the entire world in the most deadly war that we have
ever seen, resulting in the loss of millions of lives and
in the:destruction of incalculable wealth and resources.
A proletarian’ revolution breaking out in far-away
Russia gradually wins adherents in every part of the
civilized world. The-news. service, the cinema, and the
radio keep us informed of the latest hoppenings in the
world. Fashions in dress setin Paris, London, and
Now York become the order of the day everywhere.
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Labour strikes and upheavals in one part of the world
evoke the sympathy of working classgs elsewhere.
Oppression and injustice to a religious group in one
section of the world soon bring to its side the sympathy
and support of fellow-religionists outside its own borders.

In the light of all this, it is midsummer madness to act
as though our first and last concern was the immediate
neighbourhood in which we lived or the national or
political group to which we belonged. We are surely
living in an inter-dependent world in which what
concerns one people sooner or later has its repercussion
upou every other people. Dr. Norwood of the City
Temple, London, is right when he says that the keyword
of our age is the prefix ‘inter’ signifying between,
among, mutually, reciprocaily.

“We are members one
of another.” *

If mankind is to save itself from the
catastrophe which awaits it, it should replace national
exclusiveness by international inclusiveness; the dvctrine
of national sovereignty by the doctrine of international
solidarity. “International-mindedness” on the part of
the civilized world is the prerequisite to its future
progress, if not to its very existence.

If internationalism is of such utmost importance to
us, it is obvious that we cannot go very far in adjusting
ourselves to it without first malking its meaning clear to
ourselves,

(a) Internationalism is. not.mere sentimentalism.
It is not a pious, sentimental, quasi-religious cloak to be

put on during times of peace aund to* be east off as
*[iphesiansg, 4: Bb.

‘.
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soon as the War Office declares a crusade against the
“bhackward” peoples of the world, or against those who
seek to subvert ¢ justice and democracy.” Witness,
for example, “the International Labour Union which
crumbled like the walls of Jericho at the trumpet call
of war” and the World Student Federation which
“disintegrated at the call of the military.” An inter-
pationlism which stirs up our feelings without convincing
the head is bound to be short-lived. Of such interna-
tionalism, it may truly be said that it is “as pious as a
cat when the meat is out of reach”!

(b) Internationalism is not a mere ufopia. It does
pot promise a new heaven and a new earth. The
Utopian internationalist labours uader the misconception
that, in the twinkling of an eye, we can transcend all
our differences of race, language, religion, and culture,
and become brothers and sisters to one another and vie
with each other in acts of goodwill and fellowship and
aniversal love. An internationalist of thig kind, if he
happens to be a Scotsman, imagines the world to be
composed of black Scoteh, brown Scoteh, yellow Scoteh,
and the genuine Scotch! The Negro is, 10 him, an
Anglo-Saxon who happens to have a black skin. It is
needless to say that internationalism of this kind is
absolutely vislonary and has no relation to facts,
Internationalism does not aim at the eradication of
differences. It aims at working them into 5 larger whole.

(c) Internationalism is not identical with coemo-
politanism. Cosmopolitanism forgets our ipherent
national differences and seeks to mould mankind after a
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single pattern. But that is death. Life is variety, and
without variety there is no change, and without change
there can be no progress. In connection with biological
evolution, Darwin discovered long ago the need for
variety, for without variety, he rightly held, there could
be no selection. Internationalism provides room for
political experimentation. Its goal is a large number of
nation-states, each seeking to arrive at the best form
of government suitable for its needs. Its aim is not
uniformity of life, ideas, or idzals. It does not even aim
at identically the same laws for the whole world. It
believes in diversity in unity. Cosmopolitanism spells
death and the crushing of individuality.

(d) Internationalism is mnot synonymous with a
Super-State, at least at the present stage of our social
evolution. Mankind is not yet ripe for complete world-
government or for world citizenship. ihe publicisnot yet
ready to countenance the idea of a world army, a world
navy, and a world air force, for it believes that such
international forces would result in the destruction of
patriotism. Tt is not even prepared to countenance the
idea of an international police force. *International
government” at present is not government in the real
sense of the word, asitlacks the physical power to
enforce its decisions. It isan organ of influence and
advice, but “influence,” as has aptly been remarked, “is
not government.” < °

(e) Internationalism ought not to mean a combination
of the big nations of the world against the small nations.
A League of Nations ought not to become a league of

[
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robbers, notwithstanding recent events in Manchuria
and Abyssinia.

Speaking positively, it may be said that interna-
tonalism stands for a family of self-respecting aund
self-governing nations united to each other by ties of
equality and living at peace and concord with each
.other. At the present stage of human development at
least, a sound nationalism is a prelude to a sound inter-
nsationalism. In the words of B. Joseph: “nationality is
the mnecessary link between man and humanity.”
Ramsay Muir writes: “It is only on the basis of
triumphant nationalism......that an effective interna-
tionalism can be realised.”*

To quote from an earlier work of the present writer:
*“ Militarism and jingoism or what has earlier been
described as ‘wolf-pack nationalism,” is surely an enemy
of internationalism. But nationalism of = cultural,
moral, and spiritual kind which follows the principle of
‘live and let live’ is an ally of internationalism. The fact
that I love the group to which I belong does not in any
way mean that I should despise other groups. On the
other hand, my love for my group must make me
understand and respect theloveand devotion which others
have for their.groups. ¢ All true love is holy and love
does not breed hatred!” In the words of William Lloyd
Garrison: “Our coun?ry is the world, our countrymen
are all mankind. We love the land of our nationality
as we love all other lands. ”

e —

# Ramsay Muir: Nationalism and Internationlism, p. 7.

+ The Message of the Kingdom of God, p. 240.
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11. The History of Internationalism.—Although
the ancient city-states of Greece were seif-governing
and, for the most part, self-sufficing, there existed
between them practically all the relations which exist
between nation-states. They declared war with each
other, concluded peace, observed truce for the burial of
the dead, exchanged ambassadors and envoys, entered
into leagues and confederations, and at times even
maintained a balance of power between them. They
farther made a distinet contribution to the idea of
settling disputes by arbitration and adjudication. In
spite of these features of internationalism, the Greek
city-state remained an exclusive unit. The Greeks
looked upon the outside world as barbarians. In later
times they observed certain ill-defined rules towards
them and frequently used “the laws of all mankind” in
relation to them.

Warfare between the city-states was quite common.
It was marked by cruelty and severity. Booty was
divided among the victors. Prisoners of war were put
to death or sold into slavery. The later Greeks, how-
ever, were more humane to them.

Greek exclusiveness was broken down by Stoic
cosmopolitanism during the declining days of Greece.
The Stoics taught that all men were naturally brothers
and that they were fellow-citizens in a world republic.
This cosmopolitan teaching of theirs, along with the
doctrine of natural law, to which they first gave full
expression in the Western world, had profound influence
on later times. Cosmopolitanism soon expanded into

Y



( 128 )

humanitarianism and had a far-reaching effect upon
Christianity and the institution of slavery. Natural law
which was understood to mean a law universally just
and unchangeable, to be interpreted by man’s reason,
influenced Roman law, and, in turn, the international
law of later times.

“Rome began her political career as a city-state but
soon became a world-wide empire by a series of military
conquests. Her way of securing peace was by force and
by creating « world state. The Roman theory of inter-
national relations was more primitive and elementary
than that of the Greeks. In concluding peace, however,
Rome entered into some permanent relationship of
alliance with the former enemy. At first Rome dealt
with neighbouring cities on terms of equality ; but later
she treated them as wvassals, subordinate to Rome.
Foreigners were treated more liberally in Rome than in
the Greek city-state. The foreign policy of Rome was
guided by shrewd considerations of self-interest. In
estimating the justice and legality of international acts,
Romwe always applied her own standards.

Rome expanded her empire justas much by diplo.
macy and statecraft as by force. The policy of Rome
was to sow discord among different nations, to aid the
weaker in overthrowing the stronger, and finally to
bring hoth under her control. It was a policy of ‘divide
and rule’ Rome useda her “allies to her own advantage.
She frequently evaded treaties by sulterfuge and

. % The paragraphs on Rome are condensed from R. . Gettell:
History of Political thought, Chapter IV.
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practised injustice under the guise of equity. The
Roman theory considered the empire as the only
legal state and, from the point of view of interna-
tional law, other states did not exist. The jus gentium
was applied only to the peoples who were the allies of
Rome. With others no legal relations whatever were
recognised.

Notwithstanding these defects in the Romun character
and administration, Rome brought practically the whole
of the civilised world into a single political system. She
further prepared the way for the later growth of
international law. The creation of common citizenship,
the maintenance of the Pax Romana, and the impartial
administration of justice over other nations—all these
had far-reaching effects. They broke down the social
and racial barriers between nations, as well as the idea
that foreigners were naturally inferiors and enemies.
Subjection to a common superior and to a universal law
contributed in the middle ages to the creatiou of a law
among nations. Equally important in this “direction
was the idea of a jus gentium, a body of rules and
usages common to divers peoples, Later, Roman
jurisprudence identified the general principles of jus
gentium with the law of nature. These punmples the
Romans considered to be universal principles applicable
to all nations. Towards the close of the Middle Ages,
the founders of iuternational law availed themselves of
these general principles and applied them to interna-
tional practice aud made them serve asa basis for
modern international }law. )
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Cosmopolitanism was the characteristic note of the
Middle Agess Both the Papacy and the Holy Roman
Empire were wedded to the ideal of universalism,
although the former came nearer to its realisation than
the latter. The Church was so influential that it was
able to give direction to the moral, religious, and
intellectual life of Western Europe. Even in political
affairs “it gave strength and reality to the unity of
Christendom.” In all matters which involved ultimate
moral issues the Church was universally accepted as the
arbiter. In carrying out its decisions, it found such
disciplinary measures as the interdict and excommuni-
cation of great value. Towards the close of the Middle
Ages, however, papacy began to decline. It lost a
considerable part of its power and prestige as a result of
the Babylonish Captivity and the Great Schism which
followed closely on its heels. But even after this decline
the arbitrary authority of the Pope was generally
accepted by the European people. Witness, for example,
Alexapder Borgia, one of the worst men that ever sat on
the papal throme, dividing the non-European world
between Spain and Portugal.

The modern period began with the Renaissance
and the Reformation, and both these movements gave a
death blow to the moral influence of the Church. Evea
before this time the power of the Pope had received a rude
shock at the hands of Mdrsiglio of Padua and Machia-
velli. But the final blow came with the Protestant
Reformation. To the question who was to be the
arbiter of the moral law, Luther’s answer was “each
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prince within his own territory.” This teaching of
Luther’s, in addition to destroying the morsl unity of
Christendom, paved the way for the modern doctrines
of unationality and national sovereignty. “In proportion
as the sentiment of nationality grew in strength the
sentiment of the unity of civilization seemed to decay.” *
The mediaeval idea of a world-state gradually disappear-
ed. Although it still played a part in the writings of
poets and philosophers till as late as the eighteenth
century, it had no effect whatever upon the evolution
of social and political organizations.

With the growth of nationalism, trade, and com-
merce, the jealousies between peoples increased and
Europe became divided into numerous rival groups,
each striving to gain mastery over the rest. War
became the order of the day. DBetween 1470 and 1721
there was a war every year in some part of Europe or
other. Between 1721 and 1814 were fought in suceession
the war of the Austrian succession, the Seven Years’ War,
the wars of the French Revolution, and the wars of
Napoleon. During the last eight centuries, England
was at war during 419 years. T It was with the nine-
teenth century that international ideas began to take
shape. Curiously enough, it was in the same century
that the nationalistic idea reached its fall growth and
imperialism made its greatest advances in Africa and
Asia. -

* Ramsay Muir : op. cit,, p. 130.
+ R. L. Buell : op. cit,, p. 475. i’
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Various efforts were made prior to the nipeteenth
century to bring close together the peoples of Europé
and maintain permanent peace among them. (1) In the
first place, several schemes were prepared witha view
to bringing the different peoples of Furope under a
common authority which would be able to compel peace.
All these schemes met with failure, because they aimed
at the mere perpetuation of the status quo. One of
these schemes was that of the great French statesman,
the Duc de Sully, at the beginning of the seventeenth
century, attributed by him to the French King, Henry
IV. Its chief merit is that it breaks away from the
medizxval idea of a world-state and recognises the
autonomy of the existing states. Sully foresaw,
however dimly, the necessity fcr national independence
in any scheme of world peace. He fully realised the
impracticability of the mediaeval cosmopolitan ideal,
The national idea which he anticipated was still ip jtg
early stages and did oot reach maturity till the nipe.
teenth century.

According to this scheme, kpown as the “Grang
Design,” Europe was to be constituted into a “Christigy,
Repu.blic.” BuSSia was to be excluded from it ag being
too backward and barbarous. The Ottoman Empiye was
to be considered as a commcn enemy. The Repullic
was to consist of six hereditary monarchies, five elective
monarchies,and fou® republics. Over the republic was to
preside the Romano-Germanic Emperor, assisted by a
Council or Perpetual Senate “consisting of 64 Com-
xﬁissioners, who were te debate questions of common
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interest and preserve peace by settling disputes between
nations.” ¥ To carry out its decision the Copncil was to
have at its disposal an international army and navy, a
suggestion which was revived by Premiers Tardieu and
Herriot of France in the Disirmament Conference of
1932,

The next important scheme was put forward by the
Abbe de St. Pierre, immediately after the Congress of
Utrecht (1713) in which he had taken part. The
scheme received great attention at the time and was
considered by the German philosopher, Leibnitz, to be
both practicable and desirable. It continued to
influence the thinking of Kuropean statesmen even
after the close of the Napoleanic Wars. The underlying
principle of tha scheme is that the whole of Europe is a
single society and that no one state should be so strong
as to domineer over the rest of Burope. If the civiliza-
tion of Europe was to be preserved, St. Pierre held that
the several states of Europe should live in mutual
dependence on each other. All the sovereigns of
Europe were to enter into a contract pledging themselves
to maintain the territorial integrity of each other, to
suppress revolutions and keep monarchs on their thrones.
If any of the powers should break the agreemsent or
refuse to carry out the decisions of the ailiance, force
of arms was to be brought t» bear upon it. Differences
between states were to be settled by arbitration and not
by war. “Utrecht was to be designated as the City of
Peace. Each state would maintain agernts there who

* J. Bryce : International Relations, p. 18. ‘
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would constitute an assembly, authorised to keep the
peace and o enact, by majority vote, all laws necessary
and proper to give effect to its decisions and to achieve
the objects of the alliance.” *

In spite of several valuable features the scheme
did not succeed as a whole owing to the following
reasons : (a) It assumed the inviolability of treaties.
It overlooked the fact that, however sacred treaties may
be, they cannot be considered inviolable in an ever-
changing world. The first lesson to learn in interna-
tional relations is that treaties, particularly those
concluded at the end of a war, need to be re-examineq
from time to time in order that a just settlement may be
reached. DMere maintenance of the status quo does not
necessarily mean justice, and justice, it need hardly be
said, is the very foundation of permanent peace. (b) St,
Pierre did not realise the stiength of the natioral idea.
He was unaware of the truth that the well-being of
mankind demands that, as far as possible, political
boundaries should coincide with national boundaries,
(c) The Alliance which St. Pierre sketched, being one
between despotic princes and not between peoples,
meant the perpetuation of a system of government for
whi®h there could be no justification. It meant the
supporting of despotic princes and iniquitous dynastic
arrangements against the welfare of the subjects,

The Abbe’s ess®y was used as the basis of discussion
by Jean Ja.cques Rousseaw, who came to the conclusion
that it was the foreign relations of states which were
* # 15, L. Schuman : op. cit., pp. 235-236.
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respousible for international strife and warfare. He,
accordingly, put forth the idea that the states of

Burope should be organised into a federation and placed

under the rule of law. A common tribunal was to be set

up for passing necessary fules and regulations for the
governance of the federation. Secession from the federa-
tion was to be resisted, by force if necessary. The five
specific articles which Ronsseau laid down are : (a) The
States should enter into a lasting and irrevoeable alliance
and disputes between them were to be settled by means of
arbitration or judicial decision. (b) Each member State,
whether smull or big, was to have one vote in the
Congress or Diet, and the presidency of this body was
t» be rotated among the members. Each member State
was to contribute a certain proportion of the expenses.
(c) The federation as a whole was to guarantee to each
member its territorial integrity and its existing form of
government. (d) If any member violated the terms of
the contract, it was to be proseribed as a public enemy
and military sanctions were to be applied to it. (e) The
plenipotentiaries in the congress, by a three-fourths
vote, were to be empowered to frame rules which could
be applied to all.

The work of Roussean was taken mp by Jeremy
Bentham in his “Principles of International Law”
(1786-1789). He has the distinction of first using the
word “international” in the Epglish language. He
was opposed to war and held it to be *“mischief on the
greatest seale,”” It was his belief that "wars could be
averted by “defensive alliances, general guarantees,
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disarmament, and the abandonment of colonial imperia-
lism.” * He was !convinced that secret diplomacy,
tariffs, bounties, and colonies were all inimical to world
peace and should therefore be abolished. Bentham ren-
dered further service to the cause of internationalism
by codifying the laws of several eountries.

The last great philosopher of the eighteenth century
to give his attention to the question of world peace was
the celibate philosopher of Konigsberg, Immanuel Kant.
In his celebrated essay, “Towards Eternal Peace,” Kant
outlines a federal scheme for the maintenance of peace.
The principles laid down are ‘the maintenance of the
independence of all states, the acceptance of the
principle of non-intervention and the gradual abolition
of standing armies.” ¥ Kant further advocates repub-
lican constitutions for all the statesand world citizenship.
His teachings hardly had any influence upon the course
of events.

In the beginning of the nincteenth century, Napoleon
gave some attention to the question of world peace.
He realised the importance of the principle of national-
lity and was the first among modern statesmen to come
to the conclusion that a triumphant nationalism was the
basis uT)on which a successful internationalism could be
built. If we are to believe the record of Les Cases, the
object of Napoleon’s wars was to re-draw the map of
Europe along nationil lines and combine the mnewly

= B, L. Schﬁman : op. cit., p. 236.
e i do. do. p.237.
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constituted states into a federation ander the leadership
of France.

(2) The evolution of international law, While
diplomats, philosophers, and warriors were engaged in
outlining schemes for maintaining the peace of the
world, development took place along a totally different
line, but aiming at the same goal. This was the evolu-.
tion of international law. It was largely the work of
the Outeh jurist, Hugo Grotius, in the seventeenth
century, who later came to be known among jurists as
“the father of international law.” Living as he did in
a period of wars and internecine strife, Grotius saw
the great need for peace. In working out a system
of international law he derived great help from the
Romun ideas of jus gentium aud jus naturale, which
were later fused into a single system of natural law,
from the body of customs which had been observed
between states through the centuries, and from inny-
merable treaty relations into which states had entereq
with each other. From the conception of “the State of
nature” Grotius derived the idea of the equality of 4
states—an idea which has come down to modern timeg,
Unlike later writers, he held that sovereignty wag
neither absolute nor wunlimited. It was sulject to
divine law, the law of nature, and the law of nationg,

as well as to agreements entered into Detween thq
rulers and ruled.

(3) A third line of development which  took place
in the modern period is the formation of congresses of
European powers for the settlement of disputes. Sy.}
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congrésses were unknown both to the middle ages and
to the ancient world. The important among these
congresses were attended by representatives of so many
European powers that they may almost be regarded as
European diets or parliaments. They concerned them-
selves not only with questions of territorial adjustments
arising on the close of wars, but also with questions of
geueral interest.

These congresses in a more developed form continued
all through the nineteenth century. Between 1815 apd
1825 serious efforts were made to federate the whole
of Europe.

The leading spirit of these efforts was Tsar Alexandep
I of Russia. He was “a sentimentalist and g
dreamer, an egoist and an altruist at once” * wit}
a sincerely religious natare. His ideas began to talke
shape in 1804 during the days of Napoleon’s glory.
He outlined a scheme for the permanent pacification of
Europe, known as the Holy Alliance, incorporating into
it such ideas as arbitration and mediation and the nas.
cent idea of nationality, The scheme wus submitted ¢,
Pitt for approval, bat he gave it lukewarm support,
Nevertheless, as a result of negotiations Britain and
Russia entered into a treaty in 1805 to co-operate with
each other in establishing a federative system of E Dumpe
in insuring the “independence of the weaker states,”
and in erecting a “formxdable barrier against the more
powerful” -

——

* R. Muir: op. cit,, p. 156.
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For nine years the scheme was not put into opera-
tion. The war-weary Europe in 1814 donged for per-
manent peace and hoped to secure it through the
Congress of Vienna. Tsar Alexander cume to the
forefront again with his Holy Alliance in 1815. It was
entered into by Alexander, Francis of Austria, and
Frederick William of Prussia. This Alliance was respon-
sible for an elaborate treaty arrangement with every
part of Europe, exclusive ot the Turkish Empire. It
planned for a series of congresses from time to time, the
significance of these congresses being that they were the
first in European history summoned to organize peace.
At the first of these congresses held in Aix-la-Chapelle
in 1818 France was admitted to membership. A
League of Peace was formed, but it scon became an
engine of oppression. For about 30 years it continued
giving Europe “an uneasy peace.” Although it failed,
and deserved to fail, 1t is remembered in hisory as
“the first great practical experiment in the onganization
of respublica Christiana” *

The reasons for its failure, as analysed by Ramsay Muir,
are: (@) It did not give full recognition to the principle of
nationality, as for instance in its promise to annex Nor-
way to Sweden. (b) It made the treaty .rigid wad did not
provide machinery for its periodic revision. (¢) It became
“in essence a League of despots for combined resistance
against the claims of theimsubjeets,”f (d) It intervened
in the internal affairs of individval states.

* R. Muir: op. cit., p. 164.
T ” " p- 167. ‘
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The lessons which we learn from the failare of the
League of Peage are: (a) No League can last long if
it does not satisfy the legitimate aspirations of the peo-
ple. A fine adjustment between the rival claims of
dynasties is a bed of sand on which to build a League
of Peace. (b) A treaty on which a League is based
should not become so sacrosanct that it is incapable of
.orderly changs. (c) “ The League must essentially be a
league of people and not of sovereigns.” * (d) The
League should abstain from interference in the internal
affairs of individval states.

The achievements of the League, touse R. Muir’s
analysis again, may be summed up as follows: (a) It
gave a more formal endorsment to International Law
than had been the case hitherto. (b) It recognised a
new priociple in international affairs in the neutralisa-
tion of Switzerland— protection of weak states by the
strong. (¢) The idea of the concert of Europe oontinu-
ed in spite of its temporary sethack.

(a) Development of international law from 1815 to
1914. International law was still vague in 1815 and
diplomats continued to call it the Law of Nations.
Nevertheless, some important additions were made to its
scope inhe nineteenth century. In 1815 the rights of
navigation oun %tivers passicg through more than one
country were defined. Several declarations were made
against slave trade, and these were interpreted by the
Berlin Conference of 1885 to mean the illegality of
slave trade fromethe point of view of international law.

%¥ R. Muir: op. cit., p. 129.
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During the second half of the vineteenth century
several ‘ legislative congresses ” were held. The Dec-
laration of Paris in 1856 prohibited profiteering and
defined naval blockade. The Conference of Geneva
in 1864 and 1868 laid down rules regarding the
wounded and their attendants on the battlefield. The
Red Cross code was a direct outcume of this conference’
and wuas observed everywhere in the world, till the
other day when it was flagrantly violated by Italy iu
the Italo-Abyssinian War. A conference held at St
Petersburg in 1867 “ prohibited the use of explosives or
expanding bullets in civilised warfare””* The signi-
ficance of all these acts lies in the 1act that European
powers for the first time recognised the need of common
legislation.

Besides this advance in passing measures in relation
to military questions, advance was also° made in promo-
ting the art of peace. Several postal conferences were
held to establish uniform rates of postage. Unitorm
copyright rules were passed for the whole of Europe in
the conference of Bern in 1887.

A conference was held at the Hague in 1899, and
again in 1907, to regulate armaments. It wassattended
by every civilised state. Although it failed in effecting
disarmament, it succeeded in ¢ the task of revising,
clarifying, and codifying the whgle body of internation-
al law affecting the conduct of war,” + and in thus

* Ramsay Muir: op. cit,, p. 172.
T Do. do. p. 173.



placing interpational law on a new and strong footing:
The first Hagu: conference succeeded in setting up an
international tribunal for the arbitration of disputes.
It was not an international court sitting in permanent
gession. It was in the nature of a panel of jurors from
which the parties to an arbitration could make a
celection. Appeal to the tribunal was not compulsory
but optional. The second session of the Hague Con-
ference beld in 1907 sought to draw up a list of subjects
for compulsory arbitration, but failed in the attempt.
The Hague Tribunal set up in 1900 was not “a piece of
sentimental Utopianism ~’ (R. Muir). It provided the
machinery which could be developed as time went on
for the pacific settlement of international disputes. The
idea of arbitration had taken such deep root in the
early years of the nineteenth century that on the eve of
the Great War neally all civilised states were pledged
to amicable settlement of disputes by arbitration.

{b) The Neutrality of States. The neutrality and
independence of Switzerland was recognised early in
the nineteenth century and this status has been respec-
ted both by Switzerland and the rest of Europe till
to-day. The neutrality of Belgium also was recognised
in 1831 ®and 1839, but after a period of more than
eighty years it was ruthlessly violated by the might of
Germany.

(¢) The concert of Ewrope initiated in 1815, bar-
ring a few trlﬂmg exceptions, gave two long periods of
peace to Europe from 1815 to 1848 and from 1878 to
1912. Even during the intervals when there was no
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Peace and when wars were bein g fought in order to assert
the nationalist principle, the concert was active. The
Partition of Africa which took place in the last quarter
of the nineteenth century was peacefully brought about
by the concert. It was a useful organization so far as
it Went, but it divided Kurope into two warring camps.
Between 1878 and 1891 Germany was able to dominate
the Eul‘opean situation by means of the Triple Alliance.
France and Russia which were the excluded powers
Joined hands together. Eungland kept aloof from the
concert on account of her insular position and was able
t0 exercise a mediating influence till the outbreak of
the War in 1914,

IIT. Functions of Internationalism. It is too late
in the day to argue a case for effective international
organization. In spite of the Concert of Europe of the
Dineteenth century and the League of Nations of the
twentieth, we have only made a halting advance in the
direction of internationalism. As time goes on jingoism
and  chauvinism should decrease and international-
1Sm  increase. The purpose of internationalism is
to secure peace and the fruits of peace. It is to
Organise effectively the good-will and enljghtened
Public opinion of the nations of the world so tbat they

€an  live together in peace and concord Wwith each
other,

© o
Some of the important functions which 2 sound in-

ternational organization may be expécted to  fulfi]

are ;— o
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() Destruction of the war mentality and dis-
cburagement of the ‘tendency to resort to
war in the settlement of international dis-
putes; promotion of disarmament and
removal of causes provoecative of war.

(6) Inducement of the nations of the world to

. have recourse to arbitration, adjudication,
and conciliation.

(c) Destruction of the profit, power, and prestige
motives of nations to-day and substitution
of service and humanitarian motives for
them.

(d) Guardianship of subordinate nationalities of
backward peoples, as in the case of the
mandatory system of the League of Nations,

(e) Determination of the eligibility of weakey
nationalities to Statehood.

(f) Removal of social and economic grievanceg by
such means as legislation relating to health,
labour conditions, minimum hours of work
and minimum wages, abolition of white
slave traffic, and regulation of opium and
drug traffic.

(g)‘ Promgotion of international co-operation,

(k) Promotion of intellectual co operation and
the cross-fertilisation of cultures.

In the fulfilment of these functions, an internationa]
organization should not wuse force, at least for the
It may use moral persuasion and economic

present.
pres'sure. With the progress of time it may be necessary



( 145 )

to have international army, navy, and air force for
police purposes. 3

1V. Internationalism in the twentieth century: The
Leaguc of Nations. The greatest advance in interna-
tionalism has been made in the first quarter of the
twentieth century, at least from the point of view of
machinery. What is lacking is the will to international
co-operation and imternational control. Nevertheless,
public opinion is gradually veering round to inter-
nationalism, and it is reasonable to hope that before the
century is over, internationalism will become as much a
natural and normal part of men’s thinking asnationalism
and imperialism have been hitherto.

One of the blessings in disguise for which the Great
War was responsible is the League of Nations. Even
the most enthusiastic supporters of the League cannot
claim that it has been an unqualified success. While
it has done great good, it has failed to prevent war and
injustice in several cases. Nevertheless,it is a move-
mentin the right direction. It must be reformed and
strengthened, and not abolished. Without it conditions
would be much worse than they really are to-day. Its
failures have been largely in the domain of “high
politics,” while in the field of international co-operation
in non-political matters, it has achieved considerable
success. Hitherto, it has been an association of
sovereign nations. What is sequired is that it should
become an association of peoples. A confederation of

o
governments alone, each striving for its own ends, can
never attaln success, v
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The Genesis of the League of Nations. The League
Came into existence on the conclusion of the Great War.
The idea of a League was not new to the statesmen who
helped to create it. It was not the work of any single
individual or of any single pgeneration, although
Woodrow Wilson, the then President of America, had 8
#reater share in making it a practical reality than any
other statesman. For this reason he is rightly regarded
as the “Father of the League of Nations” He Lelieved
In it whole-heartedly and worked for it in the face of
grim opposition. He argued that a durable peace must
be a “peace without victory.” On Jan. 8, 1918, he
issucd his famous programme of fourteen points, The
last of these declared : “A general association of yatjons
must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose
of affording mutual guarantees of political independence
and territorial iIntegrity to governments apq gmall
States alike.” On November 11, 1918 the armistjce was
signed and the War came to a close. The Peace
conference began its work in Paris in January 1919,
Several drafts of the League covenant were prepared.
The finul draft was adopted on April 28,1919 apd the
League saw the light of day on January 1,1920, In
order te win over the European statesmen whose entha-
siasm for the League waslukewarm, Wilson was obliged
to tie it upto the Peace Treaties, which contained
many unjust and impractjcable conditions and which
have been responsiblefor much trouble in recent years.

The Natu¥re, Scope, and Functions of the League
are clearly summed up by the Information Section of
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the League as follows : “It is not a separate organization
existing apart from and above the States of which it is
composed. It is international, not supernational . . . . It
seeks agreement in which it may or may not be success-
ful, but failure to accept its decisions or recommendations
involves no penalty . . . . The League is, in fact, a body
of States working together on a common basis, seeking
to promote their common interests in one co-operative
effort for the purpose of which they have voluntarily
agreed beforehand to observe certain rules of conduct,
and, in the mutual interest, to limit their freedom of
of action in certain directions.”
The general purpsse of the League as set forth in
the preamble to the Covenant is as follows :—
“The High Contracting Parties,
In order to promote international co- operatlon and
to achieve international peace and security,
by the acceptance of obligations not to resort to
war, by the prescription of open, just, and
honourable relalions between nations,
by the firm establishment of the understandings
of international law as the actual rule of
conduct among Governments,
and by themaintenance of justice and asex upulous
respect for all treaty obligations in the
dealings of organised peoples With one
another, o
Agree to this Covenant of the League of Nations.”
The primary concern of the League is.international
co-operation and international peace and security.
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Domestic questions are excluded from its purview,
The question is sometimes asked whether the League is
an alliance, a confederation, a partnership, a super-
state, or a corporation. The answer is that it possesses
some of the attributes of each of these, but it does not
closely resemble any of them. As Schuman puts it:
“It vperates on States, by Stales, through States.” *
It is the most important international organisation
today and is bound to gain in strength and prestige
with the passage of time. Thus, a question like
Dominion Status for India cannot be taken up by
the League.

T'he Covenant of the League consists of twenty-
six articles. Of these, “the first seven deal with member-
ship and structure, 8-21 deal with the League asan
agency to keep the peace, and 2225 with the League
as an agency of ioternational cooperation.” f Article
26 is concerned with the amendment of the Covenant.
A close study of the Articles shows the objects of the
League to be : —

(a) Preservation and maintenance of the status
quo as established by the Peace Conference;

(b) Fulfilment of certain administrative and
supervisory functions, such as the protection
of national minorities, the supervision of
the free city of Danzig, the administration
of the Saar Valley, and the operation of
the mandate system ;

1

% I, L. Schuman : op. cit.,, p. 258.
" 4 F.L. Schuman : op. ¢it., p. 259.
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(¢) Corcern with problems of health soclal
questions, finances, 1mportat10n cmnmumca-
ticn, and the like ; and,

(d) Prevention of war and the pacific settlement
of disputes.

Membership in the League and Withdrawal. There
are two kinds of members: (a) original, (b) non-

original. The original members are

forty-two in
number,

New members admitted to the Leacue since
its inception are designated as mnon-original. The total
membership to day is fifty eight. Admission of new
members requires two-thirds vote of the Assembly.
The condition of membership is the promise to observe
international obligations and disarmament regulations
laid down by the League. Very small states such as
San Marino, and Armenia are excluded from member-
ship. Switzerland was allowed to become a member,
although she was not prepared to fulfl her military
obligations on account of her neutralised status. The
United States never beecame a member, because of the
failure of the Senate to ratify the covenant. This failure
was partly due to the American fear of “entangling
alliances”” and partly due to the virulent Republican
campaign conducted acainst the Democratic President,
Wilson.  Although not a member, the United States of
America has co- operated with the League in many of its
activities. She has been sen8ing representatives “in an
advisory and consultative capacity.” American financial
experts-General Dawes and Young-have been closely
associated with the reparations question. J. B. Moore,
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C. E. Hughes, and F. Kellogg have been judges of the
International’ Court of Justice. Japan and Germany
have withdrawn from the League in recent years.

Withdrawal of membership requires two years’
potice. Before withdrawing a member is required to
fuifil all its obligations. A state which does not approve
of an amendment to the covenant duly passed is allowed
to withdraw without the necessary notice. A member
which violates the Covenant may be expelled.

T he Organs of the League. (1) The Assembly. Kach
member of the League, whether big or small, has one
vote. In this practice is embodied the idea of the
absolute equality of states found in the conception of
the law of nature. Since the majority of the League
members are small states, the League is practically
controlled by them. Each member of the League is
allowed to have three delegates, collectively exercisine
one vote. India and the self-governing Dominions obf
the British Empire are counted as separate states for
this purpose. They are under no obligation to go into
the same lobby with Britain op any matter. The
delegates are chosen by the esecutive governments of
their countries, and hence represent g.vernments,
rather than proples. Sometimes prime ministers und
ministers attend as delegates.

The Assembly meets once a year at Geneva beginn-
ing 15 session on .he fifst Monday of September,
Provision 18 made for special sittings. Any member may
ask for a special session, but it has to be approved
by “a majority of members. Its business is conducted
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in English and French. Much of its work is done
throogh committees, there beingsixstandifg committees
to deal with the important aspects of the League’s work.
Final debate takes place in the Plenary Assembly.

The agenda of the Assembly is prepared by the
Secretary-Greneral in consultation with the President of
the Council. Questions proposed by an earlier Assembly, ©
by the Council, or by any member of the League are
included. “Under exceptional circumstances the
Assembly may add new questions to the agenda ; but
it cannot pass upon them until four days after they
have been reported by a Commission, unless the
Assembly shall decide otherwise by a two-thirds vote”’*

It is presided over by an elected President, who is.
assisted by twelve vice-presidents, six of whom are
specially elected for the purpose and six are presidents
of the standing committees.

The Functions of the Assembly fall under three
general divisions ; (a) elective, (b) constituent, and (¢)
deliberative. As an electoral body, it exercises the
function of admitting new members to the League by a
two-thirds majority. It also elects annually three of
the nine non-permanent members of the Council by a
majority vote. Once in every nine years, in eénjunction
with the Counecil, it elects by a majority vote fifteen
judges and four deputy judges of the Permanent Court
of International Justice. It furiher approves by a

majority vote the Council nomination for the post of
the Secretary-General.

* R. L. Buell : op. cit., p. 660.
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As a constituent body, the Assembly has the power
to amend the Lovenant of the League in accordance
with article 26, which reads :

%1, Amendments to this Covenant will take effect
when ratified by the members of the League whose
representatives compose the Council, and by a majority
of the members of the League whose representatives
compose the Assembly.

2. No such amendment shall bind any member of
the League which signifies its dissent therefrom, but in
that case it shall cease to be a member of the League.”

As a deliberative body, the Assembly has very wide
functions. Article 3 of the Covenant says : “The
Assembly may deal at its meetings with any matter
within the sphere of action of the League affecting the
peace of the world.” According to Article 11, it is ““the
friendly I'lg}.lt of each Member of the League to bring
to the attention of the Assembly or of the Couneil any
circumstance whatever affecting international relations
which threatens to disturb international peace or the
good understanding among nations upon  which peace
depends.” It needs to be noted that this latter Article
gives the League not only the right to use its good
offices in settling; disputes, but also the right to discuss
policies which may give rise to disputes in the future.
Finally, Article 19 gives the Assembly the right to
advise the reconsideration by Members of treaties which
have become inapplicable., This does not mean that the
League can compel any state to modify an existing
treaty without its consent.
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A special function of the Assembly is the approval
of the annual budget which amounts té § 5,000,C00.
This is not a very large sum compared with the amount
annually spent on armaments. We are told that the
League budget is only one-fifth of the cost of a single
modern battleship. The budget is prepared by the
Secretariat and is subject to revision by the Assembly.
It is divided into three sections, one for the Secretariat
and special organizations, one for the International
Court of Justice, and one for the International Labour
Office. The apportionment of the League expenses
among the Member States is a task assigned to the
Assembly. The total expenses are divided into one
thousand wunits and a certain number of units are
assigned to each State in accordance with is size,
population, and political importance. Thus Great Britain
pays a hundred and five units, France, seventy-nine
units, Ttaly sixty units, India fifty-six units, and such
small States as Albania, Haiti, and Liberia one unit
each. Several States have been defaulters Of the total
income, approximately half is spent on the Secretariat,
one third on the International Labour Office, and one
tenth on the International Court, while printing the
proceedings in English and French costs ope teuth. No
government in the world exercises such rigid economy
as the League of Nations.

In the very nature of the casa the work of the
Assembly is of a general character. On account of its
size and diversity, it cannot act as s-wiftly as the
Council. Nevertheless, it exercises a general supervision
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over the work of the Council and considers * geueral,
4 - - .
political, economic and technical questions of interna-

tional interest,” *

The Assembly and the Council are assisted by a
certain number of “Technical Organisations”” Oune of

the limitations of the Assembly is that it cannot arrive
at any decision without a unanimous vote of the
members present at the meeting. DBut since most of its
acts are in the nature of recommendations, unanimity
is not required. A simple majority will do. The
representatives at the Assembly are the delegates of
their respective governments. "Therefore, they cannot
vote independently, but under instractions from their
foreign offices. Do State is bound to carry out any of
the decisions or arguments arrived at by a League body
tnless it is ratified by it. Some writers go so far as to
say that all the acts of the Assembly are in the nature
of recommendations, since they require ratification, and
that, as such, a simple majority will do for any of them.

In spite of these limitations, the Assembly is a
valuable body. It provides a ready platform for the
discussion of international grievances and disputes,
Even “domestic questions” whieh are not matter for
arbitration by any League body can be discussed by
the Assembly under Article 11 and, if they have an
international bearing, they can be made the basis of a
treaty, binding those powers which ratify it. Although
the Counecil is 3 more influential body, in one case at
least, namely, the Japanese occupation of Manchuria,

* Schuman : op. cit., p. 262.
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the League was able to deal with the situnation more
effectively than the Council. Fiunding itself unable to
bring Japan to her senses in this case, the Couucil
summoned an Extraordinary Session of the Assembly
on Mareh 3, 1932. Among other things the Assembly
appointed a Committee of Nineteen to make recom-
mendations with regard to the sitnation. Early in )
1933 the Committee issued a report suggesting a solution
along the lines recommended by the Lytton Commission.
The report was discussed by the Assembly and passed
by 42 to 1 votes, the only dissenting member being the
Japanese delegate. The enraged public opinion of the
world as expressed by this decisive vote was so telling
that Japan subsequently withdrew from the League.

(2) The Council consists of three classes of members:
(a) permanent, (b) non-permanent, and (c) special. The
permanent members are the allies who won the War—
Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan. A place was
provided for the Unpited States, but since she never
became a member of the League, her place has been
forfeited. In 1926 Germany was admitted to a perma-
nent seat on the Council, but she has lost it since her
withdrawal from the League.

According to the Covenant, the « non-per;ﬁunent "
members were four in number, but this number could
be increased by the Council with the approval of the
Assembly. In 1922 it was "increaSed from 4 to 6 and
in 1926, when Germany was admitted, to the League
and a crisis was created by the German demand for a
permanent  seat on the Council, the number of
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non-permanent members was still further increased to 9.
These members are elected by the Assembly and since
that body is controlled by small powers, the Council
cannot act flagrantly against their wishes., The 1922
Assembly passed a resolution “saying that non-permanent
members should be chosen, on the first ballot, by absoluta

o majority of the Assembly, and if a further ballot was
necessary, by a plurality.”* In 1926 when the number
was increased to 9, it was Jaid down that one-third was
to retire every three years and that the term was to be
three years in duration. “By a two thirds vote the
Assembly may declare non-permanent members re-eligible,
may fix rules for the election of non-permanent members,
and may, if it chooses, elect in tofo an entirely new
group of non-permanent wmembers.” + The present
strength of the Council is 5 permanent members and 9
non-permanent members.

The Covenant provides for special members in these
words: “Any member of the League not represented on
the Council shall be invited t» sit as @ member (omitted
in the French text) during the consideration of matters
specially affecting the interests of that Member of the

. League.” Such members, by convention, are not given
the power to vote when the Council sits as an arbitual
body. This limitation is in accordance with the maxim
that no man may be a judge in his own case.

The Council holds fout regular meetings a year.
Provision is made for special sessions. They may be

* R. L, Buell : op. cit,, p. 660.
0+ 1. L. Schuman : op. cit., p. 264.
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called at the request of any one member represented on
the Council or of three outside members. °At the begin-
ning of each session, the Secretary-General of the League
presents a report on action taken on the earlier decisions
of the Council. The President and Vice-President of
the Council are elected annually by a majority vote of
the Council. They are not eligible for election conti-
nually for two years.

T'he functions of the Council are as broad as those
of the Assembly. Tne Council may deal with “any
matter within the sphere of action of the League.” Its
most important function is the settlemeunt of interna=
tional disputes. In cases where the disputants refuse
arbitration or adjudication, as well as in cases where
these methods of settlement are mot applicable, the
Covenant requires that the matter should e referred to
the Couucil for action. This means in other words that
‘“‘non-justiciable’” or ‘“political” disputes fall within the
jurisdiction of the Council. According to Article 13,
“If there should arise between Members of the League
any dispute likely to lead to a rupture, which is not
submitted to arbitration or judicial settlement In
accordance with Art. 13, the Members of the League
agree that they will submit the matter tq the €ouncil. ”
During the time that a dispute is under consideration
by the Council or the Assembly, the parties concerned
are required not to go to war. ®

The powers of the Council can be incl‘gased by treaty
agreements between the member States. 1t exercises

executive, admmlstratxve, and supervisory functions 1n
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connection with the Free City of Danzig, the Saar
Valley, the Mandates, ete. [The Saar Valley was restored
tc Germany in 1935 as the result of a plebiscite, and so
the League has no further jurisdiction over it]. Itis vested
with authority to mobilise sanctions against & Covenant=
breaking State, as happened recently in the case of
. Italy. It “carries out recommendations of the Assembly,
prepares plans for disarmament, nominates the Secretary-
General, and approves his appointments to subordinate
positions in the Secretariat.” * “The Council and the
Assembly, or their members, perform ecertain tasks
jointly—such as the election of the judges to the World
Court, the appointment of re secretaries general;
increasii | the num. » of members on the ; Council.”
Asin the case of the Assembly, a unanimous vote is
required for all decisions and agreements. But on
matters of procedure and several such matters, majority
vote 1s sufficient,

The precise relation between the Assembly and the
Council is not laid down in the Covenant. Some have
confined the two bodies to the two houses of a modern
legislature and others have compared the Assembly to a
Parliament and the Council to a Cabinet. Both these
comparisons ave misleading. Although the Council has
considerable powers, the Assembly is able to exercise
much indirect pressure on it because it has the power to
elect the non-permanent members of the Council, to
control the League budget, and to review annually the

2. L. Schuman: op. cit., p. 266.
- +R L Buell : op. cit., p. 662
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work of the Council. While the Assembly concerns
itself largely with questions of “legislative’ policy, the
work of the Council is mostly semi-judicial and adminis-
trative. “Either body may discuss and examine any
matter which is within the competence of the League.”
(Resolution of the First Assembly, 1920). The Assembly
discusses thoroughly the annual reports of the Couneil
and of the Secretariat. Buell believes it possible that
“in the tuture the Comncil will evolve into a sort of
international ministry responsible to the Assembly ”” *

(3) The Secretariat—This body is considered by
many to bs the most important addition to the old
conference system. . is the permanent administrative
organ of the League machinery. Withont it, the League
cannot function, e -~ asingle duy. It may be regarded
as an International Civil Service. The wuniversal
experience of all modern States is that without a permas-
nent Secretariat or Civil Service, the day to day routine
work cannot be carried on satisfactorily., One of the
defects of the old Confereuce system was that it had no
regular machinery for planning its work heforehand,
for collecting the necessnry data, and for giving effect
to its decisions. This deficiency has been made good
by the Secretariat of the League of Nations. While not
in itself an executive body, it is vested with administra-
tive powers.

The Secretary-General is the head of the Secretariat.
He is appointed by the Council with the approval of the
majority of the Assembly. He in turn appoints other

* R L Buell; op. cit.,, p 663 a
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Secretayies and members with the approval of the
Council. Thtre is no competitive examination for the
appointment of these officials. Professional competence
and u fuir distribution of posts among the member States
of the [eague are taken into account. The immediate
subordinates of the Secretary General are a Deputy
Sccret:u-y-Generul and thre: under-secretaries, Qpce o
person has been ;1ppointed to a place in the Sem'etariat,
he is to rezard himself as the servant of the League of
Nutimn, and mnot of the particular State to which he
belongs. The duties of the members of the Secretariat
are not national, but international. During the perioq
of service they are not allowed to accept any honoup
or decoration from their governments.  There gre alto.
gether sone H00 of them. The first Secret:n'y-Genem], Sir
Eric Drummond of England who, occupied the post from
1920-1933, did most valuable work in orgnmising the
worle of the Secretariat on an efficient basis, Hig
successor is M. Joseph Avenol of France.

The work of the Secretariat is divided into 19
sections, numely, the financial, economical, communica.
tions and transit. disarmament, health, social and
humanitarian, mandates, international co operation ang
internati®nal pureauns, administrative commissions and
minorities, legal, political. and information. Of these
12 sections, th? political and international bureaus are
presided over by umder-sec®etaries. The rest are under
the supervision. of directors.

The work of the Secretariat is to collect data, prepare
the agenda for the meetings of the Council and the
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Assembly, summon meetings, keep records, communicate
dccisions and agreements to the membetr States for
ratification, transmit recommendations for information
and action, prepare drafts, and make suggestions for the
solution of current international problems. It prepares
and publishes the Official Journal of the League which
contains minutes of the Assembly and Council proceed-
ings. Frowm all this it will be clear that the Secretariat
is not a mere piece of machinery. It isthe permanent
adviser on international affairs. It provides the
necessary continuity for the successful working of the
Lengue.

(4) The Permanent Court of International Justice.—
In the settlement of international disputes, Schuman
traces five progressive stages. These are (a) enforcement
of rights by self-help; (b) settlement by negotiation;
(c) settlement by methods approaching arbitration; (d)
arbitration ; and (e) adjudication. These methods, as
the same writer notes, roughly correspond in personal
disputes to («) duel or trial by battle; (b) discussion and
compromise; (c) settlement outside of court through a
meeting of agents; (d) resort to friends or neighbours as
impartial moderators; and (e) recourse to courts, with
juries to find facts and judges to apply the law of the
land.

It is needless to say that the Permanent Court of
International Justice belongs 4o the last stage. Prior to
the formation of this Court in 1920 there was no genuine
“International Cour t,” much less a Per manent Interna-
tional Court. The first Hague Conference held in 1899
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set up the Permanent Court of Arbitration which was
neither “ permanent”” ror “court.” The only thing
permanent about it was the panel. A new tribunal was
set up for each dispute. Resort to it was purely optional
apd voluntary. Between 1899 and 1925 it decided only
eighteen cases, mostly relatively unimportant.

The second Hague Conference held in 1907 attempted
to set up a really Permanent International Court, with
a limited number of judges, meeting periodically at the
Hague. Difficulty arose as regards the number of
judges and the mode of selecting them. The result was
that the plan failed. A later attempt to establish an
International Prize Court also met with the same fate,
The rock on which it foundered weos disagreement over
the international law to be applied.

In 1907 a court was established to judge cases
between the five republies of Central America known
as the Central American Court. It had compulsory
jurisdietion over all questions “of whatsoever natyre
and no matter what their origin may be” It consisted
of five judges, one elected by the legislature of egch
state. This court did not function satisfactorily owing
to the domination of politics and the failure of Nicaragua
to abide by the wverdict of the court in a case in which
she was concerned. Hence it was allowed to lapse.

In 1920 there came into existence [the Permanent
Court of Internatfdonal Justice. President Wilsop
regarded a court of this kind as a necessary part of the
peace settlement. A constitution for the court wag
drawn up by a body of jurists and was adopted by the
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Council and the Assembly. By 1921 a majority of the
Members of the League approved of it. It consisted of
eleven judges and four deputy judges. The formal
opening of the court took place in 1922, In 1930 the
number of permanent judges was increased to fifteen.
The term of office is nine years. The judges are ina
sense representatives of their nations, but are really
international judicial officials. The system of electing
1s such that both big and small nations are represented
on the bench. In the case of a state to a dispute which
does not have its own national on the beneh, it is allowed
to select a judge. Thus, !for the first time in world
history, there has come into existence a genuine inter-
national tribunal superior to the old Hague tribunal
both as regards composition and jurisdiction. The
Judges receive a handsome salary and sit at the Hague.
They are required to have a sitting at least once a year.

The court has the competency to decide all cases of
an international character submited to it by the parties
concerned. It also gives advisory opinion upon all
questions submited to it by the Council or the Assem-
bly. Although such opinion has no binding effect, it 1s
generally accepted. The interpretation of the Jeague
Covenant does mot belong to the court. It finally
belongs to the Member States. In the words of Politis:
“The interpretation of the Covenant falls within the
sovereign competence of the States Members of the
League of Nations.”

The powers of the court are much wider than thos>
of the old Hague Tribunal. Article 13 gives the court

-
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the power to deal with four types of cascs. These are :
(a) Interpretation of treaties, (b)) questions of inter-
national law, (c) the extent and nature of reparations
t((; be made for breaches of international obligation, and

) determination of the exi N o
lstence of any situation,

ﬁon’l;)l;‘eﬂ(;m:ml‘ttee cf jurists who drew up the constitu.
ourt wanted that these four clag i
putes §lxou1d be matter for compulsory zu*bitlt o o d‘ls‘
Council of the League dissented and su\)stitutc:io? ;1 h;
ustea

” (’ ' (‘ vy M ny
§ A0V lnuse, . . ‘
“l( |l\lm«\\ lause This clanse means that if a
o ) ¢ onte .
y\\\-\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\ NP\ i, L nceepts as compulsory, ipso
\ R . . R AT
fact A wthowt specal xm\\}m\m\, e jurisdiction
(1 Wyorld Court in the four classes of disputes,
(&) ¢ . ' ) . ‘ )
States which do not sign this clause are free to submit
or not to submit such dizputes to the court as they
choose.  Forty-two States have signed this clause. The
Members of the League agree to submit to the Council
for cither arbitration or investigation

such matters as
cannot be settled by the Court.

1 “r RIRETY ; : . . .
Conlpux.smy arbitration is likewise given to the
Court by 2 Inrge number of international treaties. It
includes such questions as arise with regard to ports
. ailways, ¢ inorities treat: ’
waterways) and railwe }.rs . The mu.xoutles treaties, the
Sdates, the atetnational conventions for the control
nandates . . ) . X
! i:t\ JR .and liquor traftie, the regualtion of air
¢ Arns .
° the freedom of transit, and a number of

avigation . :
navig ! ments provide, that any difference

other similar agree



( 165 )

over the interpretation of the treaty concerned shall
be decided by the Permanent Court.” ¥

The expenses of the Court are met by the League.

"Judgments are delivered by a majority vote and there is
no appeal. If, however, a pirty to a dispute discovers
a new fact which is relevant to the case it may appeal
for revision of the judgment “within six months after =
the discovery of the fact aud within ten years after the
judgment” + TFor failure to fulfill the conditions of his
appointment o judge can be remdved from office by a
unanimous vote of his colleagues.

In arrivine ut decisions, the Court uses jnterna-
tional conventions and rules established under them by
the agreement of the contracting states, international
customs, the general principles of law recognised by
civilised States, and judicial d=cisions and teachings of
eminent publicists of the various natious,

(5) The International Labour Organisation: La-
bour has been a pioneer in internationalism. The first
International Workingmen’s Association was formed as
early as 1864 in response to the Communistic Manifesto,
“workers of all countries unite.” This Association
came to be known as the “ First International 7 and .
lasted up to 1873. A seecond “ Interpational” was
formed in 1889 and lasted up to the time of the Great
War. It was hoped by some that this “ International ”
would be able to stop the war by m=zans of an interna-
tional strike but the nationalist passion was so strong

z# R. L. Buell: op. cit., p. 585. -
+ Do. do. p.0G88.
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that nothing could be done. The third “International”

came into being with the success of the Soviet guvern-

-
ment in Russia.
Alongside of these revolationary organisations “ re.

formist ”’ tendencies were in operation in different parts
of the world. It was felt that if justice were to he
meted out to the labouring peogle, it was necessary
to have international legislation, Better conditions of
Jabour in one country cou!d easily be undone by the
exploitation of labour in other countries. An Intep.
national Labour Conference held in Berne in 19cg
signed two conventions, the first prohibiting night-worl
for women in factories, subject to certain exceptions;
and the second prohibiting the use of white phosphoroyg
in the manufacturc of matches. Both these conventiong
were adopted by many governments. But tliege convep.
tions were just a drop in the bucket when labogr needs
as a Whol‘e were .tnken i.nto fccount.  Besides, thg
interpretation of international labour conventjong was
left to the governments concerned. All this meapt a
very ansatisfactory state of affairs.

During the War several promises were made to the
Jlabouring people, as a reward for their loyalty, that
their condition would be taken in hand at the cloge of
thre War.® In accordance with this promise, the treat
of Versailles devoted a whole section (Part 1II) to the
ways and means by which the lot of the labouriye
people could be emneliordted, and this section lm:
come to be kngwn as the Magna Carta of the working

man.
]

-y -
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The International Labour Organisation which has
its headquarters at Geneva is the ogtcome of this
Magna Carta. Article 23 of the League covenant reads:
“ Subject to and in accordance with the provisions of
international conventions existing or hereafter to be
agreed upon, the members of the League:

“ (a) will endeavour to secure and maintain fair and
humaune conditions of labour for men, women, and child-
ren, both in their own countries and in all countries to
which their commercial and industrial relations extend,
and for that purpose will establish and maintain the

J

necessary international organisations......’

The International Labour organisation consists of
(a) a General International Labour Conference, () a
Governing Body, and (c) an International Labour Office.
The General International Labour Conference is com-
posed of four delegates of each co-operating govern-
ment. -Two of these represent the government itself,
one represents capital, and one, labour. Although
eapital and labour representatives are chosen by each
government, they are chosen in consultation with the
industrial organisations concerned. The delegates are
given the privilege of voting individually. This makes’
it possible, for instance, for all the labour delegates of
the conference to vote against the employers’ delegates.
Non-members of the League are also allowed to send
representatives. n

The conference meets once a _-fear at Geneva. It
adopts proposals by a two-thirds vote, eiiher in the form
of recommendations or conventions, both of which reqaire
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the ratifieation of the governments concerned before
they cun  lrecome operative. When ratified by the
“overpments they have the same force as domestic law.
Al recommendations and conventions must be placed
within a year before the national legislatures of the
countries concerned or before other appropriate bodies

<-for uction, even if the representatives of a country had
voted against them at the conference. This provision
has not heen strictly adhered to in the past.

The Governing Body consists of 24 members—12
IoOvernment rcpresentutives, 6 labour representatives,
and 6 employers’ representatives-holding office for &
perind of three years. Ot the twelve government
representatives, eight are appointed by the principal
industrial countries of the world, India being one of
them, the others being Great Britain, France, Germany,
Ttaly, Japan, Canada, and Belgium. The remaining
four government representatives are chosen by the
conference itself.  The employers’ delegates and the
workers' delegates are chosen respectively by those who
represent capital and labour at the conference.

The Governing Body meets every three months.

oJt prepares the agenda of the conferences, appoints the
dircctor o# tife International Labour Office, and super-
vises the work of the office. M, Albert Thomas was the
Dirzctor from the beginning until his death in 1932,

The Internationa Labowr office consists of a Direc-
tor and some three hundred and fifty experts appointed
by him. Ttis the Secretariat of the Labour Organisa

tiof. Under the supervision of the Director, it “collects
e
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international Jabour information which it publishes in
several forms, prepares the agenda for tlte annual con-
ferences, urges States to effect ratification of labour
treaties, and supervises their administration.”” * It does
most valuable follcw-up work and helps to remove
difficulties so that ratifications can be efiected. The
Labour Legislation section of the Office translates and
brings together social legislation.

The chief object of the International Labour organi-
sation is to promnte uniform labour legistation through-
out the world 'While the organisation has not accom-
plished wonders, it has done much valuable work. One
of the conventions passed is an eight-hour day and
forty-eight hour week convention. Owing to differences
in climatic and other conditions, the conference
authorised a fifty-seven hour week for Japan and a
sixty-hour week for India. Another conveniion passed
by the Conference 1is the prohibition of children under
fourteen from being employed in gainful occupations.
Here, again, exceptions were made for Japan and China.
The minimum age was reduced to twelve in the case
of Japan. As regards India, children under fourteen
were prohibited only from working in milles, factories,”
and transportation. The members of the (onference
are expected to apply labour eonventions to their
colonies, too. so far as local conditions permit. But the

. O .
exceptions made are such as” to reduce the convention
to a dead letter.

r'.

* R.L.Buell: op. cit., p. 159. c
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Even countries which have ratified conventions have
not always ,observed them. The Governing Body is
authorised to give publicity to such violations and ask
the Secretary-General of the League to appoint
commissions to enquire into alleged violations. If one
of these parties is dissatistied with the report of such
a commission, it is allowed to appeal to the Permanent
Court, whose decision is final. Economic sanctions
may be prescribed by the Court or the commission of
investigation against the offending State. This extreme
measurc has not been used so far.

In spite cf its limitations, the International Labogr
Organization is a useful body. Iu the words of Schuman:
¢«(It) provides an international forum for the discussion
of Iubour.legislation ; it prepares the way for the formg.
lation of international standards of labour legislation,
and constitutes a useful agency for the collection and
publication of labour statistics ; it promotes the erys-
tallisation of attitudes and policies on the part of
governments, employers’ associations and labour unions
in the member States.”* H. J. Laski sums up the valge
of labour conventions in these terms : (a) they announce
to the world at large irreducible minimum standard

oof industrial.life as that standard is acceptable to the
common corsciousness of modern states. (b) They are
very real weapon in the hands of the labour movement
in each state concerned. (¢) They are a means of foreing
upon backward states standards of legislation which are

escential to the welfare of the poorer classes throughout
o

the world.
e* . L. Schuman : op. ¢it, p. 272

b e 4
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V. Appraisal of the Leaguejof Nations. A question
which is being seriously considered both by governments
and private individuals is the utility of the League.
Recent events in Manchuria and Abyssinia have made
many believe that the League is altogether futile. They
believe that the time has come for serapping it entirely.
Others want its reformation, forgetting that what |
requires reformation is not the League machinery, but
the mentality of governments and peoples. It is not
often remembered tbat international relations cannot
be improved without improving human nature.

(1) War and Peace. Many who judge the value of
the League judge it by its ability to prevent war and
settle international disputes by pacific means.

The institution of war is almost as old as man
himself. Plato says “war is the natural relation of
every community to every other.” History shows more
of war than of peace. Primitive man fought with bis
teeth, claws, fists, and muscles. Later he used clubs,
sticks, and stones. Still later, with the invention of
tools, men fought with swords, spears, bows and arrows
and sharp instruments of various kinds. Early in the
fourteenth century the use of gunpowder was discovered,
and this gave Europeans immense superiority,over BO%"
Europeans and later led to unprecedénted imperial
expansion. During the Great War the Germat
“Big Bertha” bombarded Paris from a distance of 70
miles. To day wars are waged not only by mesns 'of
firearms but also with the help of chemicals and bacteria.
Modern warfare is most deadly. During the lastavar
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ten million people were killed and a total expenditare
of & 200,00G,000,000 was incurred. It brought untold
suffering to both the victors and the vanquished. War
no longer settles anything. Ths economic breakdown,
social dissolution, and political upheaval wh:ch are the
aftermath of war are most serious in their consequences.
c-In spite of the horrors of war which are known to
everybody there is little disposition on the part of the
nations of the world to abandon the war mentality.
S. Lowes Dickinson is right when he says : “If mankind
does not end war, war will end mankind”.
In earlier times, dynastic ambitions and the Jove
of power were fruitful causes of war. Today we find
that even demceracies are as keenly militaristic as
ancient despotisms. Power, prestige, and profit motives
are chiefly responsible for war today. War, says
Schuman, is an incident in the competitive strugele for
power. Struggle for markets and raw materials, control
of trade routes—sea aud land—high'tariffs, existence of
the creditor-debtor relations between nations, seramble
for grants of natural resources of wealth and concessions
of various kinds, struggle for independence from an
outside power or from an oppressive majority commus-
nity withit, fust for territory, religious hatred, injuries
inflicted on the citizens of one country by those of
another, unjust peace settlements-these and many other
factors are ptovocatlvc of whr in modern times.
Has the League of Nations helped to remove these
causes of war so far as it lies in its pcwer ? As said
earlier, it is most unfortanate that the unjust peace
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treaties of Versailles should have been linked up with

the covenant of the League of Nations.» The avowed

policy of France at the close of the War was to

emasculatc Germany as far as she could so thatshe

would not wage war with her again. Germany was

made to admit by means of the famous “war guilt”

clause that she was solely responsible far the war. .
When the time came for the caleulation of reparatious,

Wi'son insisted in one of his 14 Points that Germany

should only pay for actual damage done to civilians.
But when the peace terms came to be written, the allies
made Germany responsible for the whole cost of the war.
Even pensions to the scldiers of the allies were added
to the cost, although the United States waived her
claim to such compensation and these doubled the
amount of reparations. Germany’s ability to pay was
not taken into consideration. The Allied Governments
presented bills amounting to 172 billion gold marks
and the Reparations Commission which had been
appointed to scrutinise them reduced the sum by fifty
billions. Even this reduced amount, 132 billion geld
marks, was too much for Germany to pay. Not being
able to meet her payments, Germany asked for 2
moratorium or a delay in 1922, Grea¢ . Britain was
willing to grant it, but not France, with the result that
the Allied powers were obliged to oceupy certain
German towns and establisk a speeial customs regime.
Later when Germany could not give the required
amounts of coal and timber, France and Belgium
proceeded to occupy the Ruhr valley (Jan. 11, ¥923),
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the industrial heart of Germany, to impress upon the
fallen power, .thpir determination to collect “the Jast
ounce of flesh” due to them. The railways and even
the local government were taken over and a virtual
Foreign Government was established over the area,
The British and American governments refused to be
®parties to this deal. The occupation of the Ruhr was
obnoxious to the Germans and cverything possible was
done to exasperate their feelings. The League of
Nations was helpless in this situation, because one of the
purposes for which it was established was to give effect
to the Peace Treaties of Versailles.

In 1924 Germany offered to pay 20 billion gold
marks, but this offer was rejected. The occupation
of the Ruhr did not bring much relief to France. She
was unable to absorb all the coal she got out of the
Ruhbr and other parts of Germany--2,000,000 tons a
month. So she gave up buying coal from her ally,
England, and sold part of the coal back to Germany
through Belgium, Holland, and the Central European
powers. The reparation question together with that
of international allied dcbts pussed from one stage to
amother from the Dawes Plan (1924) to the Young
Plan (1929); frem the Young Plan to the Hoover
Moratorium (1931) ; from the Hoover Moratorium to
the Lausanne Conference (1932); and finally wag
allowed to lapse with®the coTlapse of the whole debt
structure resulting from the Great Depression of recent
years, To France security was far more important than

reBaration.
-



( 175 )

The League has cut arather sorry figure in this whole
episcde. The same is nearly the case as regards the
League “trusteeship” of the Saar Valley in the interest
of France which has now come to a close. Much the
same remark may be made with regard to the
joint protectorate of the League and Poland over
Danzig taken from Germany and made a free city in
order to give Poland a port on the Baltic. The League
administration of Memel, a port given to Lithuania, has
also heen a subject of much eriticism.

What comes out clearly from all these instances
is that it wasa great mistake to have linked up Versailles
with Geneva. W. E. Rappard describes the League as
“three Leagues in one.” (1) the League for the enforce-
ment of the peace treaties;(2) the League: for the

promotion of international co-operation ; (3) the League

for the prevention of war. Schuman, commenting upon

this description, rightly says that the third League does
not fulfil its function properly because the first League
functions too well. If the League is to do credit to
itself, it should strain every mnerve possible to bring
about treaty revision by peaceful means. Article 19
dealing with the revision of treaties which has remained
a dead letter should be clothed with flech and blood
with the help of the parties concerned.

For the pacific settlement of international disputes,
the League has provided a satisfactoiy machinery, even
though it has not been fully utilised hitksrto. Cases are
broadly divided into “international’” and “domestig".
Over the latter the League has no jurisdiction unless
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they shou!d threaten the peace of the world, Interna-
tional Jdisputes in turn are subdivided into (1) legal and
(b) poitical.  I'or the scttlement of these two classes
of disputes, the Leaguc has two kinds of mnchinel‘y.
Legal disputes are subjeets for arbitration and adjudica-
tion, and the chief instrument which the League
» possesses in this direction is the World  Court. Political
disputes are those which deal with the “national
honour”, “vital interests,” cte. of countries, They are
not capable of exact legal delinition and require
delicate handling.  Sach cases are assigned by the
League to the Ceuncil and, in some instances, t» tle
Assembly for investigation anid coucilintion or for any
other action. They are known as “non-justiciable”
cases.
; When a dispute comes up  before the League, the
question asked by the Conuecil is, is it domestic of
international ? This question is not  settled by the state
or states invaelved, which are certain to be intevested
partics. It 1s decided by the Council with the bielp of the
International Court.  After this question has Yeep
settled, the further question to decide is, is it legal or
.politic:xl ? Answer to this question is not always easy
to give and,-to‘ some extent at least depends on the
relative strength of the disputants.

After this preliminary discussion is over and the
Council is satistied that the dispute is a political one, it
may do one of three things (a) keep the matter in its
own hands or (b) refer it to a commission of concilintion

or (&) submit it to the Assembly. Whatever course of

_—— e
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action the Council decides upou, the first thiug it does

is to send a ‘stop fight’ resolution to sthe parties

concerned. The covenant requires that when the dispute
is under investigation the parties shouid desist from
fighting. After due enquiry, the Counecil tries to bring
about a recouciliation and if it fails in this effort it pub-
lishes its report and recommendations within six months
after the submission of the dispute. If the report is unani-
mous except for the parties and ifone party to the dispute
accepts it, the covenant requires that the other party
should not go to war. ln any case the parties are
required not to go to war for three months after the
award or decision or report. All this delay provides a
“cooling off’” period during which time passions may
subside and opportunity may be given for a rational
consideration of issues,

This arrangement is decidedly superior to the secret

diplomacy and the prompt declarations

of war of
earlier times.

But it does not prevent war altogether.
Schuman writes : “War is still possible under the
covenant 1u the following situations : (1) where one or
both parties to a controversy refuse to abide by an
arbitral award, a judicial decision, or a unanimous,
recommendation of the Couneil ; (2) whon #*~ Couneil
fails to reach a unanimous decision, in wlnch case the
League members reserve to themselves the right to take
such action as they shall consider necessary for the
maintenance of right and justice.” (Artlc}e 15 Para 1) ;
(3) when the dispute is found by the Council to be
solely within the domestic jurisdictlon of one of the

-
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parties ; (4) when there is unreasonable delay in
arriving at s award, decision, or recommendation of
the Council ; () when the dispute is between non-
mcmbers of the League ; and (6) when sanctions are
applied against a covenant-breaking state”” ¥

Turning from theory to practice, we may ask our-
scives what the League has done in certain typical cases
to prevent war.

(a) The Aaland Islands.—These are islands in the
Baltie Sea, occupied by Swedish-speaking people. They
belonged to Sweden prior to 1859. From 1809 to 1917
they were under the sovercignty of Russia. In 1918
and 1919 the inhabitants declared by means of a
plebiscite their desire to be re-united with Sweden.
The Swedish government supported the Islanders, but
Finland objected. Relations between Sweden and
Finland beecame strained. The matter was referred by
Britain to the League Couneil in 1920, In the absence
of the World Court, the Council appointed a committee
cf jurists to find out whether the dispute was domestic
or international. On their holding that it was “inter-
national,” a committee of enquiry was appointed which
made a recommendation. On the strength of this
recommenuRi’on the Council decided that the islands
should be left “under Finnish sovereignty subject to
minority guarantees, neutralisation, and demilitarisa-
tion,”+ Sweden grumbled at this decision, but finally
acquiesced in i,

[ —

% 1", T,. Schuman: op. cit., pp. 223-224,
+ F. L. Schuman: op. ¢it,, p. 772,
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by The Vilna dispute.—Vilna was the ancient
eapital of Lithuania. It was returned by Russia to
Lithuania in 1920. It has a mixed population surrounded
by Poles in the countryside. Poland cast a covetous
eye on it. In 1920 a Polish General marched on it with
his troops and set up an administration of his own.
The Polish Government, although disclaiming to have
anything to do with the incident, acquiesced in the
occupation, The League Couucil planned on a plcbiscite
under the supervision of an international police force,
but Poland resisted this effort. She refused to budge
from Viloa, “ despite protests from Lithuania and
admonitions from Geneva,”’* with the result that the
League had finally to acquiesce in & fait accompli. This
was a case of a small state being deprived of her
territory by a large one, with powerful allies like
France behind her. Neither Article 10 which promises
help in cuses of violation of the territorial integrity of
the member States nor Article 16 which provides for
sanctions against a covenant-breaking State was
Invoked.

(¢) The Corfu Incident.—To settle a boundary
dispute between Albania and Greece, the cooference of «
Ambassadors set up a commission witk™ an Italian
General at its head, who was accused by the Greeks of
being pro-Albanian in Lis sympathies. When the
General with his chauffeur afd some other Itulians was
passing through Greek territory some:miscreants fell
upon them and murdered them. The Greek governme{pt

* |, L. Schumun: op. cit., p. 773.
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at once expressed its profound regret to the Italian
Minister in "Athens and promised to enquire into the
matter and punish the culprits. The Italian government,
not satisfied with it, sent an ultimatum, “demanding (1)
an unreserved official apology, (2) a solemn memorial
service for the victims, to be Leld in Athens and attended
by all members of the Greck government, (3: honout
to the Italian flag and to an Italian squadron by the
Greelk fleet at Piracus, (4) an official Greek inquiry
within five days at the scene of the murder, in the
presence of the royal Italinn military attache, (5) capital
punishment for all the ofienders of the erime, (6) the
payment of a fifty million lira indemnity within five
days, and (7) military bonours to the bodies of the
dead.”® .The Greek government agreed to some of the
démands, but considered (4), (7) and (6) as *an infringe.
ment on Greck soverciznty and injury to the 110n0ur
of Grecce.” Enraged at this reply, the Italian govern-
ment sent its naval forces to oceupy the Greck Islang of
Corfu. The forces bombarded Corfu and killeq and
wounded several Greek and Armenian refugee children
The Greek Government promptly appealed to the
®Lcague and the matter was taken up by the Council
The Italian presentative on the Council claimed that
it was not a question for the Council to decide, but the
Council over-ruled him. The Assembly which also wag
holding its session €t the stme time expressed its resent.
ment at the high: handedness of the Italian government.
The matter at issue was referred to the Conference of

* ¢, L. Sehuman: 0D. cit., p- 770.
-
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Ambassadors, and their report was accepted by both the
Greek aud Italian governments. Italy practically got all
that she wanted, but had to withdraw from Corfu. The
Greek government paid an indemnity of five million
lira, but received no compensation for the loss of life
and destruction of property in Corfu.

(d) The Greck-Bulgarian frontier case, 1925.--In
this case the League was even more successful. General
firing cnsued between the Greeks and Bulgarians as the
result of a Greek soldier crossing the Bulgarian

boundary and fiving at the sentry. The Greek troops
were all in readiness for a war.

The Bulgarian govern-
ment appealed to the League.

The Council met hurriedly
and approved of the “stop fight” telegram which Briand,

the President, had despatched earlier to both‘ Govern-
ments. The troops were asked to withdraw to their
respective territories behind the frontiers within sixty
hours. The order was complied with and open hostilities
came to a close with lichtning spsed. Once hostilities
ceased the Couucil looked into the merits of the dispute
and made Greece pay an indemnity to Bulgaria.

(¢) The Sino-Japanese conflict of 1931-1932.—1In
this instance the League failed to prevent aggression,
In the name of protecting her interests, Jo7.." occupied
Mukhden and other points in Manchuria. The Chinese
Government invoked Article 11 of the covenant. In
the Council meeting the Japanese delegate claimed that
the military action taken by his government was
entirely a matter of self-defence and expressed a desire
for direct negotiations with the Chinese Governmzent.



.

The Chinese delegate protested against direct negotia-
tions in the face of the military occupatioun of Manchuria.
The Council despatched a “stop-tight” telegram to both
the Governments and required them to withdraw their
troops immediately. The Chinese Government was
willing, but the Japanese gave an evasive reply.
Fighting continued. Another Council meeting' was
summoned in October 1931. Japan asserted that her
troops would be withdrawn only it the Council conceded
certain  “ fundamental points.” ‘The United States,
although outside the League, promised support to the
League policy. 'Japan protested, but the Council ruled
her out. Lord Cecil wanted Japanese cvacuation of
Manchuaria and the submission of treaty violation by
China to the World Court.

Private conferences and mnegotiations took place.
Japan laid down certain conditions before hostilities
could cease. All through this period, Briund, the Couaueil
President, tried uwsuccessfully to bring about Deace.
The Japanese went on with their fighting, never
declaring actual war with China.  After much delay the
Council appointed a Commission of enquiry in December
1931, with Lord Lytton as chairman.

Early i}\l\f'),‘j? the situation grew from bad to worse.
Despairing of receiving any help from the Council, the
Shinese Government appealed to the Assembly. An
extraordinary session of the Assembly was convened on
March 3, 1932. In the meantime fighting continued
fiercely in China, and Japan set up a puppet ruler over
“Menchukuo.” When the Assembly met it appointed »
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Committee of nineteen to make recommendations. The
indignation expressed at the meeting of the Assembly
was such that Japan was obliged to drop her enterprise
for the time being, The Lytton Commission was very
slow in submitting its report which appeared on October
3,1932. It was an extremely able document, but
appeared almost a year too late. Japan flatly refused to
return to the status quo ante, claiming that the protectiou
of her interests demanded her continued occupation of
Manchukuo. Having firmly established herself there,
she refused to surrender. The Lyttén report recom
mended no sanctions of any kind against Japan.

The League Council met in November 1932 and
adopted the Lytton report, but this made no difference
to Japan. The matter was again referred to a special
session of the Assembly, in which the small powers
protested against Japan, but the larger powers remained
neutral. The Japanese threatened to withdraw from
the League. The Committee of nineteen was once agaill
asked to make recommendations. Tn the meantime
Japan continued her military activities. The Committec
recommended a settlement along the lines of the Lytton
report. In February 1933, the Assembly wpanimously
accepted the committee’s report. The Japarsse delegz.tte
alone dissented, and the episode came toanl end with
Japan withdrawing from the League, and keeping &
firm footing in Manchukuo. .

Two interesting things to note in this sorry story
are :—(1) From the legal point of view, all through the
hostilities, Japan was never at war, for she never
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declared it.  She claimed that she was acting in self-
defence.  Thas, strietly speaking, she was not violating
the League obligations. (2) The League has been
successful in preventing hostilities between small porers,
but when 1t i= a question of large powers, it is absolutely
helpless. The same story has repeated itself in the
recent Ttalo Abyssinian War,

(/) The Italo-Abyssinian 1War.—The most" tragic
breakdown of the League has oceurred in this war
Ttaly invaded Abyssinia using for pretext the Walwal
inci-l-nt partly to avenge her defeat at Adowa at the
hands of Abys<inians in 1897, partly to find an outlet
for her surplus population and manufactured goods, and
partly for the sake of her prestige and imperial vanity.
Fierce fightingy went on at different points, and the
Ethiopians won a few initial victories, But the odds
were against Abyssinia from the very beginning against
the well-trained and well-equipped army and air force of
Italy. As a member of the League, Abyssinia appealed to
it.  After a great deal of delay, econemic sanetions were
applied against Ttaly—cxeept as regards oil. which is
one of the most important requisites of war, Italy paid
].ittle heed to these sanctions and went on with the war.
When the Nogus (the Abyssinian Emperor) found that
defeat was inevitable he fled the country and appeared
before the League Assembly in person for help, Mean-
while Mussolini, the Italian dictator, proclaimed King
Victor Immanugl Emperor of Abyssinia and made
arrangements for the rule of the country. The Negus
appuled to the League for financial help to conduct the
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war against Italy, which was refused, and for the non-
recognition of the Italian rule of Abyssivia. Whether
this latter request will be granted remains to be seen.
What is likely to happen is that the League will sooner
or later be obliged to acquiesce in a fait accompli.
Already on the recommendation of the League, the
Member States are lifting sanctions, The campaign
against sanctions after the Abyssinian defeat was led by
Britain on the ground that continuance of sanctions meant
war with Ttaly; and Britain apparently was not
prepared for war, In the earlier stages of the war, France
gave lukewarm support to the League and was not
anxious to apply sanctions, as she was keen on cultivat-
ing the friendship of Italy in case of war with Germany
in the future.

The sad story of Abyssinia shows that the Leagueis
helpless when a big State chooses to break the covenant
and launch upon war. The machinery of the League
may be sound but there are not enough Governments
to work it honestly, irrespective of consequences. There-
fore, as a member of the Assembly recently remarked:
“To criticise the covenant instead of the men who had
ot applied it is a profound injustice.” :

The Outlawry of War.—Efforts have h-en made both
by the League Members and by outsiders to renounce
war altogether and to form defensive alliances. One of
these efforts was made by the Draft Treaty of Mutual
Assistance 1923, prepared by the Temporary Mixzed
Commission of the League on the basis of the Cecil and
Requin drafts. According to this Draft, the Council by

¢
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. . Leng0U
a unanimous vote was to decide who was the aggt®s®
- . P cen
in a given case. After such decision had been tal
. CCS
the Council was to proceed “to determine the forc

- . R . 't~
which each State furnishing assistance shull place at 115
Lea.glle
g to

sion

disposal,” as against the provisions of the
covenant which laid down that the Council w&
“advise” what steps should be taken after the aggres
bad taken place. According to the Draft, further, the
assistance to be given was to be by the Member States
of the same continent and not by the Members scn.ttel'ed
over the whole world. Since even this provision was
considered not specific enough by some powers, the
Draft authorized defensive alliances, according to which
two or more States would agree among themselves
beforehand on the amount and nature of help they
would give to each other in the case of n,qgressiml-
Although the Draft T'reaty was a concession to the
French point of view of the League providing military
sanctions in cases of aguression, it failed to be aceceptable
even to France. It was claimed that it would be
extremely difficult to define “aggression” and that the
guarantee given was not adequate.

_ The nesxt lmportant plan was that of the Geneva
Protocol (1924), which also failed of adoption. The
main principle on which it was based was compulsory
arbitration, and to this principle were added the princi-
ples of security and disarmament. According to the
Protocol, disputes which are not submitted to the world
court “must be settled either (1) through compulsory
arbitration at the request of one of the parties; (2) an
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unanimous decision of the Council; (3) or compulsory
arbitration enjoined by the Couneil.”* If a State
signing the Protocol refused to abide by the decision of
one of these three tribunals, it was to be regarded as
having violated an international agreement.

The Protocol outlaws all aggressive wars and consi-

ders them international crimes. It allows force when

used in sclf-defence as well as in compliance with the
decision of the Council or Assembly in giving effect to
the provisions of the covenant or Protocol. To the
difficult question, what constitutes aggression, the answer
given by the Protocol is that a country should be
regarded as an aggressor “when a resort to war 18
accompanied

“l. By a refusal to accept the procedure of pacific
settlement or to sul.mit to the decision resulting there-
from.

“2. By the violation of the provisional measures
which the Council may enjoin....

“o

3. By a disregard of a decision recognising that
the dispute arises out of & matter which lies exclusively
within the domestic jurisdiction of the other party and
by failure or refusal to submit the question first to the
Council or the Assembly.” ¥

According to the Protocol, when a state isldeclared
to be an aggressor, military sanctions may be applied
against it. The Protocol allows, defensive alliances, but
these are to be used only in support of the victim of

# R. L. Buell : op. cit., p. 617.
1 R. L. Busell: op. cit., pp. 619-620.
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: v ) intenanc
A¢gression. [t further makes the maintenance of a
large army uanecessary.

i he features of the Protocol, as

are ;-
(1) The outlawry of all forms of aggressive war.,

(2) Provision of compulsory urbitmti‘on for all
disputes except for those arislng out of
domestic questions and peace treatiest |

(35 The automatic determination of war.

() The obligation to carry out general sanctions.

(5 The authorisation of special sanctions in the
form of controlled alliances.

(b) The reduction of armaments.
In spite of these valuable features, the protocol was
Great Britain, after having

outlined by Buell,

not ratified by any state.
sponsored it, dropped it on the grounds that it was too

sweeping in its range and that it might inovolve war
with non-members. She, therefore, propused defensive
regional allianees, and the outcome of it was the Locarno
treaties which are still in force to-day.

T'he Locarno T'reaties. These treaties were concluded
between Great DBritain, France, Germauny, Italy,
Be'gium, Poland, and Czecko Slovakia in 1925. They
are seven in wamber. The first of them is a treaty of
mutual guarantee binding France and Belgium on the
one hand and Germany on the other not to go to war
against each other exceptyin self-defence and in carrying
out certain treaty provisions to settle all their dispates
by pacific means, such as arbitration, adjudication, or
settment by the Council and to respect the frontiers
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between each other as laid down by the Versailles
Treaty. If any of these powers should be attacked un-
provoked, as ascertained by the Council, all the signa-
tories to the Treaties including Great Britain auvd Italy
were to come to its aid. This meant that if France
provoked a war with Germany, Great Britain and Italy
would come to the aid of Germany, notwithstanding
the faét that France was their former ally. Two treaties
of mutual assistance and guarantee were concluded
between France and Poland and between France and
Czeckoslovakia as against possible German aggression.
The remaining four treaties provide for compulsory
arbitration and conciliation betweeu Germany on the
one side and France, Belgium, Poland, and Czechoslo-
vakia individually on the other. “They oblige the
parties to submit all disputes of every kind with regard
to which the parties are in conflict as to their respective
rights to a permanent conciliation commission, arbitra-
tion, adjudication or to settlement by the Counecil” *
The treaties do not guarauntee the eastern frontiers of
Germany. On the conclusion of these treaties Germany
was admitted to the League of Nations in 1926.

The upshot of these treaties is that if Germany
attacks France unprovoked, the latter will have the
support of Great Britain, Belgium, Italy, Poland, and
Czechoslovakia. If France attacks Germany anprovoked
the latter will have the su"i)port of Great Britain
and Italy, but not of Poland and Czechoslovakin. If

& 7. L. Schuman : op. cit.,, p. 226.
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Germany attacks Poland or Czechoslovakia, only France

will come to their aid.
The chief eriticism of the Geneva Protocol and of

the Locarno treaties is that they do not provide machi-
nery for peacefully changing the status quo. Courts of
Jaw cannot change ecxisting treaties. They can only
maintain them. Without justice no peace can long
endure,

The Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928, also known ag
the Pact of Paris. Thisis a multilateral agreement
initiated by a non-member state-the United States-and
France to abandon war as an instrument of nationa]
policy and to resort only to pacific means of settlement,
It is a solemn pledge on the part of the signatories to
renounce war once and for all. The first two Articles
of ‘the Pact, which contain the essence of the agreement,
read:

“Article 1. The high contracting parties solemnly
declare in the names of their respective peoples that
they condemn recourse to war for the solution of inter-
national controversies, and renounce 1t as an instru-
ment of national policy in their relations with one
agiother..

« Article 20 The high contracting partics agree that
the settlement or sclution of all disputes or conflicts of
whatever origin they may be, which may arise among
them, shall never be souggt @ccpt by pacific meauns.”

It will readily, be seen that this pact is too sweeping

and general in its nature. It is also negative and does

not ‘provide machinery for its enforcement. Past
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experience shows that solemn promises pledging eternal
friendships and agreements not to resorf to War 1.1377"’
not been successfui, When the safety of the state 18 mn
danger, many a state breaks its pledge and regards
treaties as “ mere seraps of paper.” Resides, the
reservations ineorporated in the pact are such as not 10
exclude the right of self-defence or mutual assistance °
Preaised in the Locarno treaties. All modern wars ar8
(_"]aimed to be “defensive ” by both sides. Japam for
'0stance, claimed that her military activities 10 Man-
churia ang subsequent annexation of that territory were
nf)t 4 violation of ecither the Lesgne covenant Of the
Ixe“o_gg'Bl'iﬂnd Pact, to both of which she had added
:zl:‘igatulre, on the ground that neither party }“Zi
was o] a egal s.tate of war and ou. the plea tl.li}t Ji}P;e
the v‘lluye Z(;tmg 1n defence o.f her interests. 'lherfi 0. %
y the Kellogg-Briand Pact to outlaw wat 18
Aist % SymbOIiC, moral, educational and propﬂg"m'l
bolitieg. t does uot touch the grim realities of practicd

The P

Soupq . act will have value if it has behind 1t the

blie opinion of ths world, but such opinion has
een built up. The only kinds of war which it
OCeyp . Sys Schuman, are those whiclr would never

a . . . -
Oopholen(.lel twentieth centur y conditions. One of the
acts 0 1t is that if one of the signatories vinlates

Is not ¢y, all others are releaced from it. What we want
. e .
Mllit-l Prevention of a mere legal state of war,

y“ctWities carried on in the name of “self-

Ir,
L. Schuman ; op. cit., p. GG7.

g

Ve
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defence,” ¢ protection of interests,” etc. should cease.
For this purpssc a mere verbal censure is thoroughly
inadequate.

The Pact has been signed by 63 states till the time
of writing.

The General Act of Arbitration, 1925. In the
Assembly of 1927, Dr. Nansen pointed out ths: urgency
of having model treaties of arbitration, conciliatiou, and
security. His suggestion was taken up seriously and the
Assembly in the following year adopted a treaty known
as the Geuneral Act of Arbitration. It came into foree
on August 16, 1929, and has beenMacceded to by 23
States so far. The peculiar feature of this treaty is
that any State may adopt it in whole or in part.

The treaty arose out of the fact that promise to
abide by compulsory arbitration by means of bilateral
treaties was a long and tedious process. Need was
felt for a general Act of arbitration and the Act of 1028
marlks an importaut step in the history of the League
and of arbitration,

The first chapter of the Act deals with conciliation,
It lays down that all disputes, including political
disputes, not settled by diplomacy should be submitteq
to bilateral coaciliation commissions.

The second chapter is concerned with judicial
scttlement. According to it, all legal disputes areto
be submitted to the Igteraational Court, unless the
parties agree to resort to an arbitral tribunal; or, in
the first place, to attempt coneiliation.

Phe third chapter deals with arbitration. In case
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of political disputes where counciliation has failed, the
chapter provides for settlement by arbitral award. The
parties agree beforchand to abide by such award. The
tribunal is to consist of five members, specially cobsti-
tuted for the purpose. Its powers are defined in a
special agreement.

“The fourth chapter contains general provisions, one
of which binds the signatory to abstain from all measures
likély to react prejudicially upon the exccution of the
judicial decisions or upon the arrangements proposed
by a Conciliation Commission with the object of safe-
guarding peace.” *

The mode! furnished by this Act has been used in
recent years in several bilateral treaties,

Disarmament, Security, and Sanctions. The
traditional policy which countries have been following
hitherto is “If you wish for Peace, prepare for War.”
Their logic has been security requires armaments and
armaments guarantee peace, even though history has
disproved this logic times without number. Armaments
can never sccure peace. Preparedness for war sooner
or later provokes war. Realising the futility of arma-
ments in securing peace, Article 8 of the League -
Covenant lays down : “The members of the League
recognise that the maintenance of peace requires the
reduction of national armaments to the lowest point
consistent with national safety"an{l the enforcement by
common action of international obligatiors.

= The Aims, Methods and Activity of the League of Nations:
(1935) p. 79.

¢ /
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“The Council taking account of the geographical
situation and circumstances of each State, shall formu-
late plans for such reduction for the consideration and
action of the several Governments.”

Preparedness for war no doubt gives a country
initial advantage. It may even mean victory. It leads
to rivalry and competition in armaments. Armaments
are often said to be for defence purposes. The fact of
the matter is, however, that they lead to aggression. A
recent writer says : “No one in bis senses can believe
that armaments insure peace.”

One of the important causes of war to-day is naval
rivalry. Ships are important for the transportation of
armies, for purposes of blockade, for preventing the
seas from becoming the monopoly of any one country,
for trade and communications. Navies are “the bulwark
of imperialism.”

For a long time England has been supreme ags
naval power. In 1888 Germany set out to become g
rival. By 1900 she had built up a strong navy.
Alarmed at this, Britain set for herself the goal of the
Two Power Standard, ie., a navy equal in strength to
that of any two European powers. Competition was so
great that she could not reach this standard., [n
addition to Germany, the U. S. A. also became a
strong naval power, her “goal being equality with the
strongest naval power in the world. Alarmed at the
rapid growth of the American navy, Japan began to
increase her naval strength. She adopted an “eight,
eight” programme in 1920.
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In the midst of these circumstances a«conferences
was called at Washington by the United States.
Government in 1927 to reduce naval armaments. It
was attended by the U. 8., Britain, Japan, France, and
Ttaly. In copbsidering the basis on which reduction of
armaments was to be effected attention was given to
the status quo, the political importance of the country,
and the extent of territory and the volume of trade
which each country had to defend. After much
discussion and delay, the United States, Italy, Britain
and Japan agreed to destroy a total of 79 ships, either
built already or in the process of construction. The
ratio on which they agreed for capital ships was
5:5:3: 167 : 1'67 for Great Britain, the United
States, Japan, France, and Italy respective]y: This -
was an important international agreement and was to
be in force until 1937, No agreement was arrived at
as regards other types of vessels. Great Britain urged
the abolition of submarines, but could not get much
support for her proposal. So she in turn refused to
limit light eruisers. Likewise, no agreement was reached
as regards aireraft and land forces.

The Conference reached a number of agreements,
relating to the Far East and the Pacific. Japan succeed-
ed in making the United States promise o limit
fortifications in  the Pacific. A four-power pact was
ormed undertaking to respect the' insular possessions
and insular dominions in the region of the Pacific. A

It was further agreed not to use submarines as
commerce destroyers. Merchant vessels were not to bl
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seized or sunk without making proper arrangewments
for the safety of passengers and crew.

The Washington Conference was a great sacess,
In 1922 Russia called a disarmament conference at
DMoscow of the Baltic States. This was not a success.
Another conference of the Central American States was
held in Washington in 1922-23 and agrecment was
reached for limiting armaments for five years.

All through this period Germany was practically
disarmed. ‘The allies had forced her to limit her
troops to 100,000 men. Conscription was forbiddeu.
The German Navy too was limited. No submarines
were allowed to Germany. She was allowed to
maintain no military or naval air-force. All these

" rigorous conditions could not be strictly enforced.
Germany evaded her promise by subterfuge and secret
military preparation. The 2llies fuiled to realise the
fatility of one-sided armaments. They forgot that
“disarmament that has been imposed by force will
probably have to be maintained by force.” *

In 1927 President Coolidge called & conference to
limit competition in vessels which had not been covered
by the Washington Conference. Great DBritain and

Japan accepted the invitation, but France and Ity

stayed out. So only thre: powers met. The couference

was attended largely by sdmirals and naval experts.
So much progress could not be made. Britain was s0
Jealous of her position as regards light cruisers that she

b # R. L. Buell : op. cit., p. 540.
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was not wills . e . Siat Th
] 1l e parity to the United Siates. e
Uniteq Ing to give parity

States representatives on their sjde insisted
O]I-l p&“ty and large cruisers. The result of these
alsago
D

o O ®*Ments was that the conference broke up in
failuye,

The London Naval Conference was held in 1930.
Great Pitain was willing to reduce armaments. But
the I_]nit‘?d States once again insisted on parity with
Britajp, Bargaining went on for several weels without
much SUccess. The French also created difficulty by
dem“nding large tonnage and by refusing to admit
pm'ity Wit Italy. Difficulties were likewise raised by
Italy ang Japan with the result that what success the
confereyeq accomplished was very moderate. The
Treaty wyien emerged ouf, of the conference known as
the London Naval "Freaty cousisted of five parts. Part.
IL, whiey, contained the essence of the agreement, was

not signeq by either France or Ttaly.

While all these efforts at disarmament were under-
taken Outside the League of Nations, the L-ague also
made its gyp independant effyrts. Tha two bodies throagh
which i . worked are the Permanent Advisory Com-
mission apg the Temporary Mixed CommiSSiO'n- The(
former body consisted of naval, military, and air repre-
sentativesof each staterepresentedon the League Couacil,
The latte, body cousisted of laymen and military experts,
Both of thege bave workegd together and studied z.u'me-
ment questions. The rl‘(‘mPOl’ile 1\11xed Commission
tried to implement Articles 10 and 16 of the Covenant

through the Draft Treaty of Mutaal Assistance (1933)
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and the Geneva Protocol, but both these agreements
failed. . _
Earlier, in 1921, Lord Esher submitted a plan to the

Permanent Advisory Commission for the redgetion of

Jand armaments. The central feature ¢f this plan was

the limitation of the size of armies in each country to
units of 30,000 men, and thec assignment of a certain
number of units to cach country in proportion to its
population, strength, needs, etc., Thus France wis to
Mave six units, Italy and Poland four eacy ; Great

Britain, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Jugoslavia, Nether-

lands, Roumania and Spain three each ; Belgium,
Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, two ;
Portugal, one. ‘The plan was not adopted.

In 1925 the Temporary Mixed Commissiog was
abolished and the “Preparatory Commission fo, the
Disarmament Confercnce” was established. It held five
sessions, all resulting in failure. Russia at once
proposed complete disarmament, but it was thrown out.
She then produced 2 scheme for partial and o
disarmamfe)nt, and this too was rejgcted. Thi ::::;tal:
and final session of the Preparatory Commission was
held on November 6, 1930 and its work came to a close

“*on December 9, 1930. The_  General Disarmament
Conference of the League of Nationg met at Geneva
on February 3, 1932 under the chairmnnship of the
late Mr. Henderson of England. It wgg attended by
more than 232 dele!;ates representing 57  States,
Curiously enough, open warfare was going on at
Shanghai at the same time. A multitude of preposals
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came up before the conference but nothing materialised..
At one stage in the conference Soviet J[Russia once
again proposed complete and immediate disarmament.
At a later stage President Hoover of the United States
presented a scheme for 1/3rd cut in all arms. Although
this proposal was received sympathetically, no agree-
ment was concluded on the basis of it.

1f the history of the Disarmament conferences and
commissions is full of failures, the reason is to be
found in the fact that nations do not trust each other.
While Great Britain and the United States believe that
disarmament will eventually lead to security, France is
adamant in her position that security guaranteed by
means of iuternational organisation and eontrol should
precede disarmament. In the words of Premier Heriot
before the 1932 Geneva Disarmament conferedce ; “We
French always have demanded, and still demand,
international organisation and control.”

‘At the time of writing, armaments, instead of
going down, are mounting up high. If armaments are
to be reduced, it is necessary to have united action,
There should be an arbitral tribunal to decide on
questious aI‘iS'lIlg over the interpretation and enforce-
ment of armament treaties. The general practice of
maintainiong the status quo, irrespective of considera-
tions of justice is sure to retard disarmament. The
institution of war ghoyld be outlawed. The private
manufacture of zrpg should Be restricted so that
government could coptrol the output. "No direetor or
manager should be able to influence newsapape:s ;.
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neither should he be allowed to seek clection .
their

parliament. If states are not likely to aluse 1
.. a
privileges, the manufacture of arms may Dbe mace
state monopoly.

Security has been sought not only through standing

armies and alliances, but also through peutralising
territories, creating buffer states, and entering into
« . .3 3 .e . . ,

territorial integrity’”” agreements, as in the backward

areas, and agreemecuts to maintain the status quo

Sanctions. Sanections are sometimes npp‘ied in
putting pressure upon recalcitrant states. The kinds
of sanctions are (1) diplomatie, (2) judicial, (3) cconomie,
and (4) international military. Diplematic sapctions
Tnean the suspending of diplomatic relations, withdraw-
ing of -consu]s, ete. Judicial sanctions mean the
suspending of all commercial treaties with an offending
state, s> thalj. its nationals lose the right of trade and
access to the courts of sus
ganctions mean the suSpendfr)l(irn;lfmfi;l stutes. Eflonomlc
by means of boycott and 1)Tocli;deecm€;rl1nllclelatlons

ade. der modern

conditions both these practices bring hardships to the

offending state as well as to the suspending state

TRiternational mllltaly sanctions mean the imposition
of force by outside states on the defaulting state

The League covenant provides for sanctions in five
cases.

“l. When Article XVis violated.

2, Under Article XI, in cases of any war or threat

of Whar.
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“3. When a member fails to carry out an arbitral
award under Article XII.

(f4.

.

When a member resorts to war without sub-
mitting a dispute to the Council or Assembly in
accordance with Articles 12—15 of the covenant.

“5. When a non-member of the League, which has
refused to accept the oblizations of League membership,
under Article 17, resorts to war against a member,”*

The kinds of sanctions provided by the League
covenant are economie, military, and political.
the Italo-Abyssinian War, ecoromic sauctions were
applied by several States, in regard to various commo-
dities, but not in 1egard to oil.
a limited success.

During

Hence they were only
The League cannot forece any of its
members to apply sanctions. EKach Member State is
allowed to decide it for itself. Military sanctions--use
of armed forces belonging to the Members of the League
on the recommendation of the League Council-have not
yet been applied. Political sanctions refer to exclusion

from membership of the Lengue fcr violation of the

League covenant. Such action is taken “by a vote of

the Council concurred in by the represeniatives of all
the other Mcmbers of the League (i.e. excluding the
representative of the defaulting State) represented
thereon. ”—Article 16.

Successful activities of the League—Although the
League of Nations has not been much of a success in
preventing war, in stopping bi% States from grabbing
territory belonging to small or badly organised States,

* R. L. Buell: op. cit., pp. 664-5G5.

>



effecting disarmament, in the application of sanctions,
and in providing security, it has achieved a large

measure of success in other matters.
(1) The Mandates.—Refer to Chapter I, Section on
Mandates.

(2) Protection of BMinoritics—~The League assigns

» the protection of the rights of minorities to the Council.
The rights of minorities are (aj equal political and civil
rights; (b) admission to public offic:s in the States of
which they are nationals; (c) use of their mother tongue
“in private intercourse or commeree, in their churches,
in the Press, and in publications; (d) school instruction
in the mivority language, in districts in which the
minorities concerned are sufliciently large,

: Violation or threatened infringment of the rights of
minorities may be brought to the notice of the Council
by any of its members. The Council is required to
handle these questions delicately so as not to offend the
susceptibilities of Governments. “The Council must, for
example, be specially careful to satisfy itself that
petitions from discontented minorities or individuals are
not really intepded, or indirectly likely, to stir up
tlguble."

The Coungil does not look upon petitions as com-
plaints to be investigated, but as sources of information,
All petitions have to be signed. The language must not
be violent. Whether a petition is receivable or not is
decided by the Sgcretary‘-Genel‘al.' When this question
is decided in the affirmative, it is sent up to the govern-
men? concerned. Both the petition and the reply of the
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government are then placed before the Council for
consideration. The Counecil does not deal with them
directly, but through a Minorities Commission. Ounly
In exceptivnal cases, the matter is brought before the
Council by the Commission. The work is done by
unofficial negotiations with the governments involved

So far some 400 petitions have been received, of
which. half have been rejected, only 15 have been
brought before the Council. Some difficult questions
have been rcferred by the Council to the International
Court.

The Assembly does not have a direct share in settling
minority questions, but it does hold general discussions
en them, which lead to valuable results.

Some States recognise no minority obligations. In
1922 it was proposed that all States which have consi-
derable minorities should guarantee minority rights, but
it was not accepted. The League has evolved a
gystem of model treatment of minorities for States to
adopt, the basis of which is the removal of suspicion
between government and minorities and the ordering of
their relations on u basis of fair play and generosity.
“[he League’s work in this field has been, and contiul}gs
to be, both wise and fruitfal.””*

(8) Legal Activities—The League has been responsi-
ble for drawing up a large number of most valuable
intermational agreements gnd conventions. The fact
that they have not®all beert ratified does not detract

+ The Aims, Methods, and Activity of the League of N:tions
(1935.) p. 121.
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The coditication of international

law, esprcially 4n administrative and economt¢ matters,
aucmpted on the

is in progress. Codification has been

question of nationality, the question of territoriul waters,

and the question of State 1-Lsponsibilitv The most

important legal activity of the League 13 done through

the Permanent Court of International Justice
(4; Lechnical Activitics.—(a) Economic anl finan-

The League has attended to the economl and
In 16211922 thers

from their value.

ctal.
financial problems of the world.

was great hardship in Austria. The population was in
danger ct starvation. The League arranged for an
international loan, which heljed to put Austria back on
her feet. Similar help has been given 10 Hungary,
Girecce, an(.i Bulgaria. The League gives its advice
disinterestedly und in a spirit of international co-opera-
tion.
The war brought about certain territorial changes.
Greek and Bulgarian refugees had to be restored to
their countries. The League granted an international
Joan to the Greek Government for the scitlement of
about 1,500,000 Greeks who had to leave Turkey and
hnd a new home in Grecce. Similar help was giveu to
the Bulgarian ;Government in settling about 200,000
Bulgarian refugees.

The League has given valuable finanecial advice at
mternatlonal conferences, "Bhe first of thess was held
ot Brussels in 192Q, soon &fter the war, when financial
conditions were unstable. The resolutions passed at the
confefence “exhorted States to balance their budgets, to
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eliminate superfluous expenditure, to stop inflation due
0 war and post-war expenditure, to return to the gold
Standard, to abolish restrictions on international trade,
10 improve transport, ete.’*

In 1927 was held the World Lconomic Conference
&t Geneva under the auspices of the League. It was
attended not only by the Members of the League, but,
also by the United States and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. The conference urged the reduction

of tariffs by bilateral treaties as well as by maulti lateral

treaties through the League. Unfortunately this was

the time whea large scale production was being pushed
in every country, and hence the recommendations of
the conference did not bear much fruit, The world
depression set in 1929, and with it economic nationalism’

became even more pronounced. ¢ Customs tariffs were
raised, import prohibitions and quotas multip:ied, and

the volume and value of international trade was further
restricted.”f

A third international conference was summoned at
London in 1933.

By now most countries were off the
gold standard.

The League’s effort to stabilise currency
was a failure. Attemptwas madeto check over-production
and increase consumption which was aspartial suceess.

Even though these conferences have not achieved
much success, “they have turned an international search-
. - <. .
light on national problems.”} They have also iucreased

* The League of Nations : op. cit,, p.vl%.
t ” ” op. cit., p. 137, .
! » " p. 138.
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the knowledge which each country possesses of world
economics. ¢

The League has established certain international
conventions with regard to Customs, the export of
certain commodities, the suppression of counterfeit
currency, etc.

. (b) Communications and T ransit.—Transportation
by land, sea, and air has made great advances in recent
years, which raises many international questions. The
League arranged for General Conferences on Communi=
cation and Transit at Barcelona in 1921 and at Geneva
in 1923. A convention was laid down for the trans-
portation of goods by rail or inland under absolutely
equal conditions. Understandings were also arrived at

“with regard to transport on international waterways,

’ the unrestricted use of harbours and harbour facilities,
and obligations of States as regards railway transport.

The League organisation has further simplified
.dministrative formalities so as to facilitate passenger
and goods traffic.  In 1920 a model passport for general
use was adopted and stringent passport and visa regula-
tions were recommended for removal. In the last few

eags, however, owing to chaotic economic and political
conditions, passport regalations are strict once again.

Corventions have been drawn up also with regard
to transport in international rivers, maritime signals,
buoyage the lighting of cpasts, road traffic, ete. The
object of the.b Lee}gue in all these matters‘:, has been to
anify %nd sxml?hfy diverse custf)mS, practices, and laws,
so that f;he nations of all countries may benefit. Expert

[ J
T
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help has been given to the Polish Government to settle
certain inland shipping questions and td the Chinese
Government for road development and the improvement
of certain waterways. The Siamese Government, too,
has received similar help.

(¢) Health.—Disease is no respecter of persons or
countries. It spreads from country to country with
alarming rapidity. In 1909, before the League came
into being, there was established at Paris an “office
international permanent d’ Hygiene publique.”  Tts
principal task was to collect information concerning the
spread of infectious diseases.

The League has a Health organisation as a part of
the Secretariat, as well as o Health Committee of medica]
experts and an Advisory Couucil composed of govern.
ment representatives. Soon after the war, even before
the Health Organisation was established, the Leagye
Wwas called upon to deal with typhus and cholerg
epidemics in Eastern Europe and the smallpox epidemjce
among the Greek refugees returning from Asia Mingp,
The League responded to these calls and gave valuablg
technical and material assistance. )

At a sanitary conferance held at Warsaw in 1922
& Number of sanitary copventions Wer® concludeq
between Eastern European countries. As '1 result of
these meqgnres Central Europe escaped contagion,

The Health Organisatid, has set UP & PerManep;
Epidemiological Intelligen cg Service a Singnpo.re which
collects Jata regarding t}o movements and 1“°iq,ence
of diseases and sends the information 0D to the qeneva
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Secretariat for collation and publication of health news
in weckly and quarterly bulletins. The Scrvice uses
the cable and wireless for the rapid dissemination of
infermation.

The Health organisation hasestablished “international
standards and units for the prineipal sera, four vitamins,
three sex hormones, gland extracts such as insulin, and
various other medicaments”™ Endeavour is made to
standardis: morbidity and mortality statistics. '

The Organisation ia furthber conducting research in
various diseases, particularly malaria. Experiments
are being made to find a suitable substitute for quinine
which is rather expensive for the poor man. Other
diseases such as tuberculosis, leprosy, and syphilis are
also receiving the attention of the Health organisation ;
as. also raral hygiene, popualar nutrition, u‘r’ban and
rural housing,

In concluding the “technical” activities of the League
it may be said “that in no spliere have the League’s
labours achieved more positive results than in this strictly
technical field, from which all politics are necessarily
excluded, and where there is nothing to check the
spontaneous movement toward human solidarity.”t

D: International Co operation. The Committee on
Intellectual co-operation was set up in 1928, In 1925
the executive organ of this body, the International
Institute of Intellectual Co-cperation was established in
Paris, maintained,at the éxpense of the French govern-

# Tho League of Nations : op. cit., p. 161.
'1' The Leaguo of Nations: op. cit., p. 164.
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ment. The Italian Government has set up two similar
institutes in Rome—one to deal with the unification of
Private International Law and the other to deal with
Educational Cinemas.

The Committes on Intellectnal co-operation has had
the services of distinguished scientists and philosophers-
such as Bergson, Einstein, Madame Curie, ete. It has
rendered useful service in promoting peace, in as-isting
states in the organisation and improvement of their
educationa) services, and in encouraging the disinterested
discussion of intellectual subjects.

The Committee has drawn up a number of suggestions
and recommendations for instrueting school children in
the aims and work of the League. Although they have
not all been adopted, a number of governments are
orienting their school children to the new ‘ideas of
international co-operation and the pacific settlement of
international disputes. The Committee has been inducing
governments to delete from text-hooks passages caleu-
lated to disparaging foreiguers and neighbouring States.
It encourages young men and women to travel to foreign
lands so that they can lears to appreciate the best. in
various cultures and civilisations. A draft convention
prepared by the Organisation on broadcasting and peace
has been adopted by a large number of governmeflts-

The Organisation on Intellectual CO'OPe“"tmn_en'
courages and arranges for cantacts between librarians
of different countries, s6 that they can benefit from G%Ch
other’s experience. It also promotes Co-oper'atxfm
between directors of higher education, art and sclemse
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musenms, graduate schools of international studies, and
the like.”’*
Arrangements are made for a scientific study of

internati : .
tional relations. Suggestions are given for the

rotecti
P tion of works of art and historical monuments.

Periodic m .
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possible, the complete abolition of slavery in all its
forms.” )

Forced labour developing into conditions analogous
to slavery is prohibited. Such labour is allowed
generally only for public purposes. ‘Where it exists for
other purposes, the contracting parties are asked to
abolish it progressively. The Slavery Convention of
September 25th, 1926, has now been ratified by forty-two
states. The necessity for forced labour is diminishing.
In 1932 the League reviewed the position and found
that in some places capture of free men was still taking
place. To deal with this situation and to demolish the
last strongholds of slavery, the League has appointed a
Permauent Advisory Committee which began its work
in 1934, '

Traffic .in Women and Children—During the
nineteenth century this traffic was conducted oo &
world-wide scale, using trans-oceanic shipping 88 the
chief means. In 1904 an Agreement was signed by
several countries “to collect all information concerning
the traffic, to watch the ports where it might be carried
on and to assist its vietims,” The 1910 Convention
prescribed punishment for traffickers, even if the crime
had been committed in other countries. Notwithstauding
these conventions, the trade went on increasing a3 there
was no central organisation to check it.

The League took up the task in co~operation w.ith
private organisations and Governments.- & convention
was adopted in 1921. According to it, o woman MY
allow herself to be recruited for the traffic before twelntY
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museums, graduate schools of international studies, and
the like.* °

Arrangements are made for a scieotific study of
international relations. Suggestions are given for the
protection of works of art and historical monuments.
Periodic meetings of philosophers and scientists are
encouraged.

E. Social and Humanitarian Work.—In the years
after the war the League did most meritorious work
gnder the direction of Dr. Nansen in restoring half a
million war prisoners to their home-lands. Similar
gervice was rendered to the refugees. Places of residence
and employment were found for many of them.

Slavery —1In 1922 a New Zealand delegate brought

to the notice of the League the existence of slavery in
arts of Africa and elsewhere. In Ethiopia patticularly,
where the Sovereign had decided to abolish it, difficulties
were cropping up. In 1926 the League adopted a
convention making previous international agreements
on slavery more binding. Slavery was defined so
proadly as to include indirect forms of it such as serfdom,
eonage, certain agpects of forced labour, purchase of
®irls, ete. It was defined as “‘the status or conditiop of
2 erson over whom apy or all of the powers attaching
to the right of ownership are exercised” The partjed
adopting the convention go abolish slave trade are

required “to bring abeut, progressively and as soop a9
[ ]

_

o *The Aimse, Methods and Activity of the Lengue of Natjon?
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possible,
forms.”

Forced labour developing into conditions analogous
to slavery g prohibited. Such labour is allowed
generally only fo,. public purposes. Where it exists for
Othe? Purposes, the contracting parties are asked to
gzotfx};gt Progressively. The Slavery Convention of
stalies. ;r 25th, 1926, has now been ratified by forty-two
In 1952 the Decessity for forced labou? is diminishing.
that in some €ague reviewed the position a'nd fotTnd
place. T © Places capture of free men was still .takmg
last strongp ;3?'*1 Wwith this situation and to demol'lsh the
Permauepy . S_of slavery, the League has appomted a
in 1934, Visory Committee which began its work
niniq‘a L Children.—During  thé
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Preseribeg  “SSist 1ts victims.” The 1910 Convention
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Below that agé such
w. Procuration, 8
Annual
o be

or twenty-one yecars of age.
nndcrmking.wni punishable by la
well as attempts at procuring, was puishable-
reports ou the exccution of this convention We'et.
sent by the governments to the League. The conventiod
has been ratified or acceded to by 47 states.

A Committec on the Traffic in Women and ('}hildren
was set up to advise the League Council. Ithas d;?ne
usefal work in carrying on its work of co-ordination
and supervision.

A large donation from the American Bureau of
Social Hygcienc has enabled the League “to unclerlake
two comprehensive coquiries (1926-27 and 1930) into
the nature and extent of the traffic in different parts of
fchc world.”

Another convention was adopted in 1933 and csme
into force in August 1934. Thisisan advance on the
1921 convention. It provides that “the international
traflic in women of full age, with a view to immorality
in another country, even with their consent, shall be
subject to penalty.”

The League has given its attention to the problem
«f tolerated houses of prostitution and is urgicg Govern-
ments to abdlish them.

The problem of obscene literature has also engaged
the attention of the League. A Conveation was signed
in 1923 undertaking to suppresg the circulation of and
traffic in obscefie publications. It has been signed by
more than forty States. Production of obscene literature,
possession of it for commercial purposes, import, export,
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and

resul l‘anspol‘t of it are all punishable by law. Asa
gov o this Convention being adopted by many
drio ®0ts, traffic in obscene literature has been
dl‘IVQn )

reat underground and the volume of the trade has
& O;. Iminished. . .
Rilg Welfare—-The League has under its anspices
o ‘Ohi d Welfare Committee” which has evolved a '
mode} A8reement regarding the return of children and
yong People to their homes. As a result of its efforts,
”: Convention has been signed giving equal treatment to
fOI‘eign minors with minors of the country itself,
Successful efforts have been made through natioya]
]egi31ati0n In raising the age of marriage, in improving
the lega] status and compulsory guardianship of illegit;.

mate children, and in the protecting and training of
bling children, ¢
“D

B

he Drng Traffic—The most imp?l‘ta‘nt activi‘ty of
the Lengue in the social and humanitarian fi-ld is th,
SUPervision of the traffic in opium and other dangerqy,
drugs, Drug traffic has been one of the greatest Curseg
of the world. Hundreds and thousands of persons fall
vietimg ¢, it every year. .

A Convention known as the Hague Convention was
adopted in 1921. It was not enforced ;as many stateg
faileq ¢, ratify it. The League of N.at.lons adopteq it,
but fouyq i rather inadequate in providiog for a genera}
eontrol of the international drug t“‘ﬂic'. Drugs Were
being pagsed from dountry te country With great ease,

he industry was profitable to both mdxvxduals\ angq
g0Vernments.
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or twenty-one years of age. Below that age, such

undertaking. was punishable by law. Procuration, as
well as attempts at procuring, Was punishable. Annual
reports ou the execution of this convention were to he
sent by the governments to the League. The convention
has been ratified or acceded to by 47 states.

A Committee on the Traffic in Women and (.Jhildren
was set up to advise the League Council. It has done
usefal work in carrying on its work of co-ordination

and supervision.
A large donation from the American Bareau of

Social Hygienc has enabled the League “to undertake
two comprehensive enquiries (1926-27 and 1930) into
the nature and extent of the traffic in different parts of

the world.”
Another convention was adopted in 1933 and came

into force in August 1934. This is an advance on the
1921 convention. It provides that “the international
traffic in women of full age, with a view to immorality
in another country, even with their consent, shall be
suabject to penalty.”

The League has given its attention to the problem

»f tolerated houses of prostitution and is urgicg Govern-
ments to abdlish them.

The problem of obscene literature has also engaged
the attention of the League. " A Convention was signed
in 1923 undertaking to suppresy the circulation of and
traffic in obscefie publications. It has been signed by
more than forty States. Production of obscene literature,
possession of it for commercial purposes, import, export,
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and transport of it are all punishable by law. Asa
result of this Convention being adopted by many
governments, traffic in obscene literature has been
driven underground and the volume of the trade has
greatly diminished. .

Child Welfare—-The League has under its auspices
o “Child Welfare Committee” which has evolved a _
model agreement regarding the return of children and
);Oung people to their homes. As a result of its efforts,
a Convention has been signed giving equal treatment to
foreign minors with minors of the country itself.
Successful efforts have been made through national
legislation in raising the age of marriage, in improving
the legal status and compulsory guardianship of illegiti-
mate children, and in the protecting and training of *
blind children. o

Théwl))rug Traffic—The most important activity of
the League in the social and humanitarian fi-ld is the
supervision of the traffic in opium and other dangerous
drugs. Drug traffic has been one of the greatest curses
of the world. Hundreds and thousands of persons fall
victims to it every year. _

A Convention known as the Hague Convention was
adopted in 1921. It was not enforced as many sthtfas
failed to ratify it. The League of Nations adopted it,
but found it rather inadequate in providing for a general
control of the international drug traffic. Drugs were
being passed from country t¢ country with great ease.
The industry was profitable to both individuals and
governments,

’,
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The League appointed an Advisory Committee of
Experts. With the help of the Health Committee, it
Was discovered that the total output of opium and
CCcaine was ten times as much as what was reqaired
for medical and scientific purposes. A Convention
was drawn up in 1923 konown as the Geneva Convention

e Supplementing and extending the Hague Convention.

——

It laid down that drugs could mnot be imported without
proper certificates. It also regulated production and
provided for a strict supervision of national gand
international traffic. Not only was trade in opium
restricted but also in new chemicals based on morphine,
A Permanent Central Opium Board was establishied, to
which contracting parties were to supply qllarterly
reports in the export and import, and manufacture of
narcotics. ‘One of the objects of this requirement was to
discover where leakage occurred. Some forty States
ratified the Convention,imposing stringent obligationg on
themselves. Demand was made in progressive quarterg
that no margin of opium should be left for illicit traffe,

A Convention was adopted in 1931 and has beep
ratified by fifty-five States hitherto. It has s:t up 4
Supervisory Body of the League “to keep exact accountg
of The world trade in narcotics and to limit manufactyre
by States of the quantities strictly necessary to meet
medical and scientific requirements, while leuving the
necessary margin for the -formatlon of reasonable
stocks.” * If a Stage fails fo submit” an estimate of the

» The Aung, Methods and Activity of the League of Natxon,.
179.°
¥-
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narcotics it proposes to supply for the following year,
the Body makes its own estimate on tlfe basis of the
information available, which is binding on the govern-
ment,

The chief feature of this Convention is the strict
regulation of the export of opium and related drugs to
the Western Countries. The standard laid down is
that which is necessary for medical and scientific
purposes. Production, too, is restricted. But govern-
ments have not always kept their word in this regard.
In some of the oriental countries raw opium is still
consumed ; and in China it is smoked.

The importance of the 1931 Convention lies in the
fact that for the first time an iunternational body has
been allowed by Sovereign States to establish “super-
vision over a complete branch of economic activity,
from the production of the raw material to the consump-
tion of the manufactured articles”* A strict co-
ordination has been effected between production and
econsumption.

The task is not over yet. Illicit manufactare of
narcotics has not yet been completely stopped. But
the problem is fully capable of solution. i

Conclusion. The League undoubtedly has its weak-
nesses and failures. But withiu the short period of its
existence, it has made the States realise the necessity of
international consultation and co-operation. The preser-
vation of peace is its chief® responsibility, and its
formula is “collective security by collective action.”

* op. cit., 179. :

<
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The League machinery may require chavges in
the future. But even more important tkan that
is  the eﬁ'ectiﬁg of wholesome changes 1o the
mentality of people and their governments. Regional
associations such as the Pan-American Union and the
contemplated United States of Europe may have their
advantages. Dut they are not =a substitute for the
League representing, as it will in time, the whole world
community. Bilateral declarations of mutual friendship
and non-aggression and other pacts may reveal a lack
of faith in the League of Nations. But it is to be hoped
that such agreements and pacts are only a temporary
phase. The time must come when the League can fix
armaments at a level to be determined by mutnal
agreement.

- The League has promoted international solidarity
aid encourged most useful reforms in the non-politica]
field. It “embodies the only known method of hand.
ling international probl-ms, in all their apparent com-
plexity, in an orderly, just, wise and effective manner,
A little more education of the rising generation, and
this truth will be everywhere recognised.” *

~ * The Aims, Methods and Activity of the League of Nations,
(1935), p. 195.
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