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Preface

Now—by 1969—the study of political socialization has be.
come a large-scale enterprise. It has become the organizing prip_
ciple for scientific meetings and lengthy conferences. Journjg
devote special issues to the theme. Texts and theoretical worg
in political science and monographs on the politics of mgy
countries contain chapters on the topic. Scholarship has ge_
veloped to the point that collections of articles are ready for the
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Press, and the bibliography already runs to dozens of pages.
From the perspective of the present, the image of ic sc1.cnt1ﬁc
landscape of the past is bound to be distorted. With this lux-
uriant scene before our eyes, it is hard to bring back to mind the
barren vista of the previous decade.

Then—in 195sg—when Political Socialization was first pub-
lished, T could state correctly, by way of introduction: “One
seeks far and wide for any extended treatment of political be-
havior as Jearned behavior, despite the fact that this is patently
the case. . . . To inventory studies in psychology and political
behavior and 1o systematize them in terms of a conception of
learning is itself a major task but certainly of highest priority.”

The form or model that shaped the conception I presented
Was in terms of a process of political socialization, that particular
.COI}CCPt not having been identified explicitly back then, although
It Is in common use today. That concept then reinstated for me
a buried literature from the distant past and unified many frag-
ments of empirical research that constituted the inventory of
the evidence in support of the general formulation. And I
stated then, by way of conclusion, that “the formulation was in-
tended to remind us of a neglected problem and to provide a
Systematic framework for inquiry into this problem.”

In the present thriving state of inquiry, it is hard to re-
member that the problem was once neglected. By now, my
monograph has realized the prime function intended. That it
-m.e.1y continue to serve a function underlies the decision to issue
1t In a new, paperback edition.

The domain of behavior now being examined empirically
for products and processes of political socialization is, obviously,
m.uch larger than the realm I explored. The narrower boundaries
within which I was confined had to be drawn in terms of the
research that existed, which dealt mainly with the United
States, and the three dimensions I examined—participation, po-
litical orientation, and democratic or authoritarian tendency—
had been agreed upon as a common focus by the interdis-
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ciplinary team with whom I was working on a more compre-
hensive political inventory.

New investigators are freer to roam the world, picking
whatever country or set of countries strikes their fancy and
measuring whatever dimensions of behavior they choose in what-
ever type of population seems fruitful to them. For those investi-
gators who are now penetrating more deeply into the same realm
I explored, the inventory of earlier findings certainly has rele-
vance. And for those whose wanderings take them to new geo-
graphical regions and new spheres of behavior, the inventory
may facilitate comparisons of the process of political socialization
in different societies and with different aspects of behavior.
Whatever their focus may be, new investigators may profit from
the large inventory of methods that earlier investigators in-
vented by hard labors over half a century. And the methodologi-
cal complexities that I tried to analyze, notably in studies of
intra-family influence and generational change, may reduce the
risk of faulty inferences in current inquiry.

Sometimes, it is the odd fate of a concept that it can have
too successful a career. After it wins scientific acceptance, it may
become so appealing and fashionable that it is applied indis-
criminately and its sharpness as an intellectual tool is then
blunted. To some extent, this has been the history of the con-
cept of political socialization, which today is often used as co-
extensive with all modes of political learning. The meaning I
intended was narrower, more traditional. I hoped to reserve
the term for those processes of learning that most members of
a society or of a sub-group experience, in contrast with learning
that is idiosyncratic in character. The former process produces
the regularities, uniformities, that are directly relevant to the
stability of political systems and that lend themselves to social
and educational policy. The latter process produces endless
variability, creates unpredictability, and defies institutional forms
of control. The complete treatment of political learning must

deal with both processes, but they should be carefully distin-
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guishcd in order to determine their rclative weights and their
different political conscquences. In this connection, my original
statement may not have been altogether clear, but it should
serve to recall the distinction.

Political Socialization was originally commissioned as one of
a larger series of works, cach intended as an inventory of the
knowledge accumulated by onc or more of the social sciences
about a specified problem arca. All of the authors struggled long
and hard to translate into a reality what at first scemed so simple
and straightforward an idca. Chronicles of such difficulties can
certainly serve to guide us all toward the scientific goal of
codifying knowledge, and this monograph is republished in the
service of that endeavor. Apart from minor editorial corrections,
the new cdition is unchanged with the exception of one small sec-
tion that has been deleted. The last section of Chapter 3, appear-
ing on pages 63-67 of the former edition, has been omitted
since the data were fragmentary and the findings inconclusive.
Columbia University
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An Overview:
Psychological Perspectives

on Polities

The study of politics is the meeting ground for many
disciplines. Indeed in the current study of political behavior,
sociologists, psychologists, and anthropologists seem to play as
central a role as traditional political scientists. Psychological
tools of analysis and modes of research are no longer private
property, but today have become the common equipment of
investigators of diverse formal backgrounds trying to under-
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stand politics. Note the widespread use of sample surveys, of
inquiries into attitudes and opinions, of cxperimental designs,
and the employment of concepts deriving from motivational
theorics and psychoanalysis.! Even in the ancient writings of
political theory, doctrines about the nature of man figure, and
eloquent appeals for a revival of psychology in politics are found
among the classics of political theory written in the first decades
of this century.

All this attests to the vitality of a psychological approach
to politics—not as an exclusive approach, but certainly as an
essential adjunct to political science. In the service of making
psychology most useful in the current study of politics, it seemed
desirable to have an inventory of the accumulated knowledge
that psychology has already provided of politics. Parallel inven-
tories of sociological and historical knowledge of politics are
needed to do justice to the complexity of political behavior and
to cast into serviceable form for future inquiry the rich knowl-
edge these disciplines have accumulated. Inspired by this goal,
the writer has worked for a number of years as a member of
an interdisciplinary team engaged in an inventory of knowledge
about political behavior.? In this introduction many perspectives
that psychologists have brought to bear on politics and the basis
for the final choice of one particular formulation for the in-
ventory will be indicated.

Alternative Psychological Perspectives

The long and diverse past of the Psychology of Politics
creates 2 serious obstacle to any such inventory. Psychology is
a rich resource but psychological investigators have varied in the
concrete political entities they have subjected to study, in the
modes of analysis they have chosen and in the methods and
Procedures they have employed. To put all this diversity in any
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useable form at all, then to give it unity, to accent what is im-
portant, is most difficult. To illustrate the diversity and the
difficulty, some psychological approaches to politics that exist in
the literature are summarized and illustrated in the following
schema. The diversity defies any simple classification but the
empirical studies can be given some orderliness in terms of
three principles of classification: (a) whether the subject of in-
quiry is drawn from an elite, from the mass or general public,
or from some deviant and specialized group, (b) whether the
design is that of the single case study or involves a series, and
(c) what the empirical base is—the quality and type of data
presented and the procedures employed. With respect to the
empirical base the variety is great and no further subclassification
seems warranted. Whatever the subject, design, and empirical
base may be, investigators still vary in the aspect of behavior
they focus on, the dependent variables they seek to describe or
explain, and the concepts they introduce for interpretive pur-
poses. A good deal of the early research focused on the motiva-
tion of behavior, the goals sought, and was inspired by psy-
chodynamic theories, but the bulk of recent inquiry does not
readily fit under any psychological system.

The Study of the Elite

1. THE Case Stupy oF HistoricaLLy ImporTanT PoOLITICAL
Ficures By RErFEReNCE To PsycHobpyNantic Facrors REVEALED IN
HistoricaL Mareriars. Here the psychological investigator ap-
proaches the pinnacle of politics by the direct study of an in-
dividual whose actions have changed the course of history. How-
ever, source materials are sketchy and intuitive analyses must be
made. By way of illustration one might cite Jekels’ analysis of
Napoleon, Ernest Jones’ essay on Louis Bonaparte, or Clark on
Lincoln.®
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2. THE Case Stupy or PoriticaL AcTtors wiTH LEssEr RoLEs
1N History By REFERENCE To PsycHopyNamic FacTors REVEALED
iv HistoricaL MateriaLs. Here the method and problem are the
same as in “1” but our distinction is drawn on practical grounds
because of the difference in political importance. The distinction,
however, points somewhat to politically deviant movements and
perhaps principles might be derived inductively for the two
classes of political personages. By way of illustration, one might
cite Pfister’s analysis of Von Zinzendorf, the leader of the Mor-
avian movement, or Lomar’s analysis of Loyola and the Jesuit
movement, or Abraham and Freud on Amenhotep and the rise
of Monotheistic religion.*

3. THE StupYy oF A SEriEs oF MINOR PoLiTicaL AcTORs FOR
PsycuopyNamic Factors REvEALED THROUGH PriMARY RESEARCH.
Here the goals are the same as in the earlier approaches, but the
findings are buttressed through direct evidence derived from
larger numbers of contemporary cases. Direct observation and the
requirement of a series of cases, of necessity, reduce the im-
portance of the personages. Thus one chooses between the unique
study of a Lenin or the study of a series of lesser revolutionaries.
By way of illustration one could cite Lasswell’s early work on
agitators and administrators, or the later work on demagogues
by Lowenthal and Guterman.® Even here when one can deal
with the contemporary scene, it should be noted that there may
be serious difficulties in obtaining accurate or complete data.®

4. THE StupY OF A SERIES oF MiNor PoLiticaL AcToRs FOR
Psycuorocicar Facrors REVEALED INDIRECTLY THROUGH BIOGRAPH-
1caL Inpices. Here the concern is less with depth psychological
data, and more with the range of common psychological vari-
ables. Many such studies are oriented primarily to sociological
concerns, e.g., the class origins of the group, but, insofar as infer-
ences are drawn from biographical indices as to values, motives,
cognitive factors, etc. they qualify for inclusion under our
schema. An example is Bruce Smith’s treatment of the Propa-
ganda Ministers and Heads of State of a variety of countries.”

4
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5. INFERENTIAL STUDY OF THE PSYCHOLOGY OF A SERIES OF
Minor PorrricaL Acrors FroM StaTisTICAL RECORDS OF THEIR
Decision Bruavior. Here the goal is the same as in “4” and the
approach as in “4” is inferential, but the indices are derived
from political acts rather than from biographical data. An early
example is Eberhart’s analysis of the distribution of legislative
acts among members of the U. S. House of Representatives or
factorial analyses of the acts of the 76th Congress as conducted
by Carlson and Harrell or of the acts of the U. S. Supreme Court
as conducted by Thurstone and Degan.®

All of the approaches thus far cited are concerned with the
politics of the clite rather than the mass, the actors rather than
the audience. We turn now to a series of contrasted approaches
which inquire into psychological factors in the politics of the
mass. Here, too, we find much diversity.

The Study of the Mass

1. Tue Case Stupy oF ParrTicuLaR POLITICAL SYSTEMS Via
Diverse DaTa SUBJECTED To SPECULATIVE ANALYsIS IN TERMS OF
Cuaracter Structure. In such approaches the analyst seeks to
explain a particular aggregate, for example, Germany or the
United States. The distinction between the actor and the audi-
ence, the elite and the mass, is not tightly drawn. Rather the
notion is that some distinctive psychological structure connects
both levels. Such approaches certainly qualify in the study of
the politics of the ordinary man, but since historical end products
are examined for their psychological meanings, presumably elite
levels have contributed to the findings. By way of illustration,
one might cite Brickner or Kecskemeti and Leites on Germany,
Gorer on Japan or the United States, or Russia, or Erikson on
Germany, Russia and the United States.?
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2. THE Casg Stupy ofF ParricurLar PoLriticaL SySTEMs BY
Rererence To EMpiricaL Data on Pusric OpiNION OR ATTITUDES.
Here the analyst can make use of the great body of data col-
lected by survey methods on samples of a total national popula-
tion. By way of illustration one might cite Bruner’s discussion of
American political behavior based on the secondary analysis of a
great quantity of survey data, or Almond’s later treatment, or
Hyman and Sheatsley, or the recent inquiry by Stoetzel of Japa-
nese youth. Here using deeper mecthods but more restricted
coverage, one might locate The Authoritarian Personality.™®

3. ConPaRATIVE PsycioLocies or PoLitics Basep oN PARALLEL
Pusric OrinioNn Data FROM A Series oF Countries. The ap-
proach is the same as in “2,” but extended over several countries.
One might cite McGranahan's comparison of the ideology of
German and American youth or the more recent study by Gilles-
pie and Allport among youth of ten different countries, or the
comparative surveys among seven European countries.”!!

We have in these two latter approaches the basis for the
systematic and comprehensive psychology of the politics of the
mass. The approach directly treats mass behavior. It is directed
to the psychological underpinnings of political behavior in mo-
tivations, cognitions, attitudes, perceptions, and the like. The use
of sampling permits generalizations. Moreover, a wealth of data
exists for secondary analysis.

The last empirical approach deals with the third type of
subject matter:

The Study of Deviant Groups
and Social Movements

Here attention is devoted to a rather specialized range of
political phenomena, such as transient political groupings in crisis,
mob, and similar situations, or deviant movements and their mem-
bers. The design may involve a single case study or a series of cases.
One might cite early work like LeBon’s or the series of movements
studied by Cantril or Almond’s studies of adherents of the Com-
munist Party in a number of countries.’?
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Even all of these approaches do not exhaust the empirical
studies in the psychology of politics. Many discrete studies do not
easily fit under any of the above rubrics, and many psychologi-
cal researches which never deal explicitly with strict political con-
tent are relevant to an understanding of political behavior. In
addition, there is a body of theoretical and speculative writing
about psychology and politics which contrasts with the empirical
studies. Much of this early speculation antedates scientific psy-
chology, for as already noted, psychology has always figured in
political theorizing. Conceptions of the nature of man—his en-
dowment in intellect, his motivation, his affectivity, his mod-
ifiability—enter into the writings of Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes,
Locke, Comte, Rousseau, Bagehot, Machiavelli, Graham Wallas,
Merriam and Lippmann. Turning to modern works which ad-
vance systematic theoretical formulations about political behavior,
the variety is considerable. Such formulations may incorporate
empirical materials or not, may be comparative or not, and may
even be predicated on the most narrow empirical settings, but
the common feature is that the discussion pertains to genotypical
forms of behavior and is couched in terms of great generality.
Two different emphases of such formulations should be dis-
tinguished. More common is a concern with the psychological
explanation of mass political behavior. An excellent example
would be Riesman’s writings. The alternative to explanation is
study of the psychological consequences of exposure to different
types of political situations and institutions. This approach 1is
best illustrated by writings of Lewin and his associates.!®

The Perspective Selected

To do justice to all these approaches and viewpoints and to
inventory the related masses of data far exceeds the competence
of any individual. Moreover, such an inventory would obscure
more than it clarified, for it would be encyclopedic in length and

7
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without form or unity. We need not take as our model for an
inventory the card cataloguc of the New York Public Library.
A useable inventory should be restricted to a relatively narrow
range of phenomena, for then it can be brought down to man-
ageable scope. More important, by narrowing the range, one
gives some unity and form to the treatment and increases the
likelihood that the inventory will establish some valid principles,
since all the studies examined have a common problem on which
they focus and knowledge may cumulate. By restricting the
coverage, there is also opportunity for more detailed presentation
of cach item in the inventory. Studies are not as standardized as
suits. They may vary in the strength of their evidence, and little
details may reveal differences in apparently similar findings
which then lead to better specification of our knowledge. Such
will be our model of an inventory and we shall restrict our-
selves to the subject of the political behavior of the mass, rather
than the elite or the deviant.

In attempting to bring some order into this sphere, political
behavior itself must be given some more definite and specific
boundaries. The relatively narrow realm upon which we will
concentrate can be conceptualized in terms of three dimensions:
participation or involvement in politics, and granted the involve-
ment, whether the goals of action are towards radical or con-
conservative ends and towards democratic or authoritarian forms.
The actual materials we shall inventory will be essentially em-
pirical data from discrete studies conducted by psychologists into
American political behavior. Even so, unity may be lacking in
the inventory. What we seck is the distinctive and systematic
contribution that psychological analysis can make to the under-
standing of political behavior and the presentation of the em-
pirical studies as evidence or support for such a mode of analysis.
Wherein lies this distinctive contribution? Politics as such has
not traditionally been a central subject matter for psychologists.
Thus, if one turns to modern textbooks in Social Psychology,
where one would expect to find the maximum attention to poli-
tics, no systematic statements can be found in the form of
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chapters or sections explicitly formulating the problems of poli-
tics or covering the literature. A simple check of a score of the
better known works demonstrates this rule without exception.
The rule applies to the works of F. Allport, Asch, Bird, Bonner,
Coutu, Doob, Faris, the Hartleys, Katz and Schanck, Krech and
Crutchfield, Klineberg, Lindesmith and Strauss, Murphy, Mur-
phy and Newcomb, Newcomb, Sargent and Sherif.

This is not to suggest that psychological concepts are ir-
relevant to the understanding of political behavior, for it is
axiomatic that the behavior of humans—political or otherwise—
1s the proper sphere of psychology. It is rather to suggest that
there is no standard or established guide to our formulation. Yet
there is guidance if one turns to the fundamental ways in which
psychologists have approached all forms of behavior. The prob-
lems of political behavior can be illuminated by reference to
three classic areas which psychologists have always regarded as
central in their discipline. These are the areas of learning, mo-
tivation and emotion, and perceptual or cognitive processes.
Auxiliary to these areas, one would necessarily trcat of inzelli-
gence as relevant to any discussion of learning and as related to
perceptual and cognitive processes. From such a fundamental
level of discussion one would come finally to the derivative
problems of menzal organization and of personality. The wisdom
of this approach remains to be fully demonstrated, but it should
be immediately apparent to the reader that most current discus-
sions of psychology and political behavior have neglected some
of these classic approaches in their excessive concentration on

one limited form of psychological analysis.

The First I nventory

One seeks far and wide for any extended treatment of
political behavior as learned behavior, despite the fact that this is
patently the case.!* The importance of such a formulation to

9
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understanding the stability of political systems is self-evident—
humans must learn their political behavior early and well and
persist in it. Otherwise there would be no regularity-—perhaps
even chaos. To inventory studies in psychology and political be-
havior and to systematize them in terms of a conception of
learning is itsclf a major task but certainly of highest priority.
This task we have taken upon ourselves. The model used for
the learning of politics will be in terms of Political Socialization
—to be outlined in Chapter Two. While systematic discussions
of learning and politics hardly exist, onc is amazed at the extent
of the litcrature that is relevant to the inventory. Perhaps the
merit of the formulation lies in the very fact that so much
buried and neglected literature can be reincorporated into a
psychology of politics and can be exploited for an understanding
of political behavior.

The inventory of studies in political socialization assumed
such major proportions that parallel inventories of the psychology
of politics from the point of view of concepts of motivation or
emotion and the perceptual and cognitive processes could not
be undertaken by this writer. To delay the publication of the
single inventory for the period of years which it might take to
complete these other inventories seemed a mistake. Accordingly,
the essay on political socialization is presented now as but a mod-
est contribution to the total inventory of psychological studies
into the political behavior of the mass. Since each reader can esti-
mate for himself the value of a formulation of politics as learned
behavior, no more need be said on this score. However, the value
of an approach to political behavior in terms of the two other
classic modes of psychological analysis may not be self-evident.

Future Inventories

The next priority would be an inventory and formulation
in terms of perceptual and cognitive processes and the related

10
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areas of intelligence and mental organization. This realm has
been neglected in the recent emphasis on motivation and person-
ality as they affect political behavior. What a strange imbalance
we find today! Political behavior is seen as determined by all
sorts of motivational and emotional factors operating through
complicated psychodynamic processes. Certainly such behavior is
full of purpose and direction, but it is guided, if only imperfectly,
by reason, knowledge, judgment, intelligence. Men are urged to
certain ends but the political scene in which they act is perceived
and given meaning. Some cognitive map accompanies their
movements towards their ends. The role of the cognitive pro-
cesses must be reinstated as a necessary counterbalance to dis-
torted analyses of political behavior. The exact form which such
an inventory would take cannot be elaborated here, but some of
the general features and the way in which it would complement
the findings on the learning of politics can be suggested.

A central feature of such an inventory would be pure des-
cription of the political scene as it is cognitively structured by
people. Large amounts of data are available for this purpose of
the inventory. By way of illustrating some problems that would
be treated, we must foreshadow some of the findings on political
socialization. Individuals learn gradually and early their political
orientations. This is what provides much of the stability of their
adult political behavior. Yet the paradox is that the political
scene is full of novelty. How then can the individual have a
ready and prepared view on political issues that have not yet
arisen? One of the answers is that he is socialized into a party
loyalty, and acts in relation to the party’s position rather than
on the novel issue itself. Much evidence will be presented that
such socialization occurs, and the second inventory would com-
plement and strengthen this finding by establishing what a cen-
tral cognitive structure political party is. Graham Wallas. sensed
this truth many years ago when he described political party as
“the most vigorous attempt which has been made to adapt the
form of our political institutions to the actual facts of human
nature” for as he pointed out in place of the infinite complexity

11



POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION

of the political process, “something is required simpler and more
permanent, something which can be loved and trusted, and
which can be recognized at successive elections as being the same
thing that was loved and trusted before; and a party is such a
thing.”’® Complementing the study of parties as formal organ-
izations or institutions, the systematic description of parties as
stable cognitive structures in the experience of individuals is
called for.

But there is more in the cognitive structuring of the political
scene than merely party. In the essay on socialization, there is
much evidence that individuals learn their patterns of political
participation early. Certainly, this must have some correspon-
dence in a set of beliefs and ideas about the political process
itself, about the role of the citizen, about the rules of the
political game. Almond’s discussion of “political culture,” his
more specific description of the Anglo-American culture as
“saturated with the atmosphere of the market,” as a “rational-
calculating, bargaining and experimental political culture” im-
plies a cognitive structure which is pervasive among people and
which could be systematically documented by the proper inven-
tory of past literature and data.®

Cognitive processes underlie political participation and party
orientation and give meaning to these aspects of pOlitiCill he-
havior. But they do not necessarily give correct knowledge of the
political scene. The inventory would certainly address itself to
the particular question of the relation of intelligence and reason
to political behavior. This preoccupied many early studies in the
psychology of politics, where some simple and fixed relation was
sought between capacities and the particular political ideology
espoused. In 1937, Murphy, Murphy and Newcomb summarized
many studies correlating various indices of intelligence with
attitude. In these studies conducted in the Twenties and Thirties,
there was much consistent evidence of a low positive correlation
between radicalism and measures of intellectual capacity.!” These
studies would be included in any modern inventory not to assert

12
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any simple correspondence between intellect and radicalism, but
because in conjunction with newer research in later eras they
would provide a more sophisticated formulation of the definite
relations between intellectual processes and political orientation.
One might well formulate as the model of this relationship the
notion that intelligence provides the capacity for effective analysis
of the current scene and for assimilation of the information in
the environment. The particular attitudinal end-product of in-
telligence then will be a function of the nature of the scene at
any point in time and the type of information upon which in-
telligence can operate. The manifold ways in which intellectual
processes influence not simple outcome in attitude, but the whole
style of political thinking has recently been demonstrated by
Smith, Bruner and White.18

Enough has been said to suggest some of the ways an in-
ventory of the relation between cognitive processes and political
behavior would be formulated. However, some brief reference
might be made to the derivative problem of mental organization,
studies of which would figure in the same inventory. If one
ponders again the stability of political behavior and the paradox
of how early socialization can provide effective orientations to-
ward novel political issues of the future, one is led naturally to
evidence about mental organization. If cognitive processes in-
volve organization such that one issue is seen as connected to
other issues, this would provide another solution to the paradox.
Then a novel issue becomes familiar since it is part and parcel
of some older issue, and is reacted to on that basis. The validity
of this conception is supported by many studies in the generality
or specificity of attitudes and a host of studies involving factor
analysis of a multiplicity of attitude data.!®

The inventory on cognitive processes remains unfinished
business of high priority for it would order many of the problems
in the psychology of political behavior. The third inventory on
motivational and emotional proccesses and the derivative prob-
lem of personality and politics while just as central to our under-
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anding of political behavior is perhaps less urgent. This ap-

proach is currently emphasized; the htcrat'Ul’C lsfmore familiar
ground. This task remains for the more distant future.
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Sub-Group
Differentiations

in Pre-Adult Life

Political Socialization

Regularities in the political behavior of adult individ-
uals and stable differences between groups of adults have become
4 commonplace in social research. Such patterns of behavior may
well be interpreted in terms of contemporaneous features present
in the adult lives of particular individuals or groups.* But,
Certainly it is true that the continuity of such patterns over time
and place suggests that the individual has been modified in the
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course of his development in such a way that he is likely to ex-
hibit certain persistent behavior apart from transient stimulation
in his contemporary environment. One is naturally directed to
the arca of learning: more specifically to the socialization of the
individual, his learning of social patterns corresponding to his
socictal positions as mediated through various agencies of society.
One searches therefore for psychological studies which will es-
tablish the beginnings of political behavior in pre-adult life, the
process by which it emerges, and the subsequent changes in the
course of further experience. Naturally, in examining the be-
ginning of such political differences in childhood, we shall be
treating of phenomena that are only precursive forms of politics,
for politics as such is the prerogative of adults. In attempting
such a formulation, we shall have to search through forgotten
and cxotic sources, for it is ironical that while studies of social-
ization and learning are exceedingly prominent in Social Psy-
chology, attention given to politics as a consequence of socializa-
tion is almost completely lacking. The recent systematic dis-
cussion of socialization by Child does not have a single reference
to the problem, virtually implying that politics has been treated
as an abrupt cvent of adult life, quite different from other
developmental processes that have been studied again and again
by investigators.t To emphasize the point even more, one notes
in the very investigators who have studied the socialization
process for those social groups who in adult life exhibit very
striking political patterns, the absence of any attention to the
childhood experiences that produce such political patterns. Such
is the case with writings on socialization among the different
classes and on the Negro in America.t

Political behavior is complex and many different aspects
could be examined as outgrowths of socialization. It seems log-
ical to distinguish at least two major realms, sheer involvement
or participation in politics and, granted the involvement, the
types of political goals or policies sought. While individuals
differ certainly in the quantity of their participation and perhaps
qualitatively in the kind of political participations, the realm will
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be treated without further refinement. However, the goals of-
political action have varied endlessly among people and over
time and place. Very little order or agreement would exist among
writings about this realm beyond the obvious fact that it must be
multi-dimensional. We shall emphasize but two of the many
dimensions, the one usually conceived as radicalism-conservatism
or politico-economic ideology, hereafter designated as political
orientation, the other authoritarian-democratic tendencies. The
first could hardly be omitted from our inquiry for it is both
central and the center of attention in much of the writing. The
second has been given prominence recently and serves well to
test the generality of our theory about socialization, for the
goals of authoritarian-democratic tendencies seem quite different
from those implied by politico-economic orientation. Moreover,
our choice is dictated by the fact that other contributors to the
inventory have chosen to illuminate these very dimensions, and
the interests of continuity in research are best served by main-
taining this decision. In many instances, however, the lines
between these realms may become blurred because of the em-
phasis on the generic processes of learning.

With respect to the evidence we shall present, certain
prefatory remarks are in order. It is in the very nature of the
task, as an inventory of past literature, that the many studies
cited will be diverse in contents, in methods employed, in the
specific variables of political behavior that are measured, in the
specific determinants of behavior that are tested, and in the
quality of the findings. Many of these studies may appear to
be tangential to the general formulation, and apparently dif-
ferent kinds of studies will often have to be grouped uneasily
under the same general headings. This limitation is a condition
of any inventory, for the standardization and focus of any new
program of primary research on political socialization cannot
be expected from hundreds of investigators working inde-
pendently over the span of half a century on whatever specific
topics struck their fancy.

But this condition also has its advantages. The diversity
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of mecthod and content will remind us of forgotten ideas that
we may profitably recapuure in our new researches. The necessity
to lump studies of ditferent manifestations of political behavior
and of different explanatory factors under the same headings
will compel us to higher levels of abstraction in order to find
overarching  categories under which these differences can be
nterged., The particular  formulation we have followed, for-
tunatelv, gives us the privilege of ignoring certain kinds of fine
distinctions. Thus, the socialization of children into politics can
be established equally well from the study of sex differences or
class difTerences in the political behavior of children. Since
regularities in the political behavior of adults have been estab-
lished in most of the usual social categories, it serves us equally
well therefore in demonstrating that there are earlier develop-
mental stages to use interchangeably studies on one or another
of these groups. Of course, it is also desirable to point out
differences in the socialization process for different groups and
under different types of experience, but apart from such refine-
ments all the studies nevertheless bear on the general argument.

Now while some of the manifestations of political behavior
may appear rather approximate since they are of necessity only
precursors of politics, and the meaning of our abstract cate-
gorics may have to be stretched on occasion to subsume certain
studics, this too has its advantages. In primary research, we
might well have one or a few excellent indicators of general
categories of political behavior. We might then take a single
ﬁnding to apply to the whole wide realm of behavior implied
by the concept or category. Here, in our inventory, we gain in
sampling a great many manifestations of the category and can
sce whether or not the findings are truly general and uniform
for all the manifestations. One of the striking findings of this
inquiry will be this very fact that specific aspects of the same
general form of political behavior do not always follow uniform

laws of development. The implications of this will be reviewed
at the appropriate point.
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Political Participation

We shall first examine studies at a single point in time
which establish variations in the behavior of children who
differ in their group memberships. These studies do not show
directly the learning or socialization process but they imply that
the totality of experiences in that childhood status has left its
mark and is responsible in part for the adult patterns. Es-
sentially, the studies may be classified into four types depending
on whether the indicators of political participation are: choice
of ego-ideals, media behavior, level of political knowledge, or
responses to direct questions on political involvement and in-
terest.

One turns first to a relatively forgotten realm of work in
child psychology around the turn of the century, where dif-
ferences in the orientations of children to adult figures may be
used as indicators of the degree of attention to the sphere of
politics. In a series of such studies the child’s “ego-ideal” was
determined by asking him what individual or figure he most
admired or would most like to resemble, and by classifying such
ideals in terms of their incorporation into politics one may
indirectly express the child’s likely degree of political par-

ticipation.!

Thus, E. Barnes in a study of 2100 London school children
8tt€ﬂdiﬂg lower class schools reports that boys are more likely than
girls to pick historic and public figures for their ideal.?

Chambers in a parallel study conducted among 1000 boys and
girls under 16 in the elementary schools of New Castle, Pennsyl-
vania, obtained the same general findings. Boys are more likely
than girls to identify with men of affairs, military figures, ideals
in the larger world rather than “acquaintance ideals.””?
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Goddard repeated the same study among 1600 children in
Gottingen, Germany, aged 6.14, and again reports that boys are
maore hkely to identufy with public ﬁgurcs."

G Stanley Fall summarizes another German study by Friedrich
with parallel results, and conmunents on studies by Taylor, Young

. . . - . n
and Hammlton with equivalent findings.®

FLIL conducted a similar inquiry among 8813 white children
in Birmingham, Maobile and Montgomery, Alabama, in gradcs 2
through 12 in the public schools.® At cach age level, boys are more

likely to pick their ideals from historical and public figures, and
girls to pick parents, teachers, or acquaintances out of the im-

mediate environment.

The point is simple but important. We may regard the
type of cpo-ideal chosen as being a model for the child’s conduct
and therefore as motivating him in directions congruent with
the ideal. Thus already at carly ages, boys are directed toward
politics and here lic the seeds of the adult differentiations
cverywhere found in studies of political participation.

More refined analysis of these same studies  illuminates
certain comparative findings. The sex difference in ideals is
less for the United States than for the other countries studied,
and in the instance of the German study, sex differences apart,
there is among all children less identification with non-family
figures as ego-ideals.

Thus far, we have taken as onc index of early precursive
forms of political participation the type of ego-ideal children
choose and find sex differentiations observed in a variety of
studies. We turn now to other indices of participation such as
the leisure time and media patterns of children. Many early
studies cstablish clear differentiation in behavior which would
be indicative of political interest.

Thus as long ago as 1898, Vostrovsky reports on the reading
tastes of children. In a study of 1200 children aged 9-19 in Stockton,
California, she found that boys were much more likely to read
general literature and history, whereas girls tended to read fiction”
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Jordan summarized the results of ten inquiries into children’s
media preferences conducted prior to 1921. He notes that girls read
more fiction than boys but less history and biography. In his own in-

vestigation of about 3600 school children between ages g and 18, he
also documents similar findings.®

Terman and Lima in 1927 report on the differences in reading
habits of boys and girls based on a study of 2000 children. Boys are
much more likely to choose literature relating to non-home areas,

e.g. science, general information, etc. whereas girls choose home-
type literature.?

Wall conducted a similar study in England during World War
II. 600 children aged 13-17 were studied and it was found that
boys were more likely than girls to choose current war news,
political features, and lead articles than girls.10

Meine reports a similar study of the media behavior of 1200
white children in New Jersey in grades 7-12. He reports “girls
markedly less interested in news than are boys . . . on all grade and

intelligence levels.” He also demonstrates much less discussion of
news with others among girls.!

Brown reports an inquiry conducted among 2500 children in
gradcs 5, 8, 10, and 12 in 1936. Children were asked to check the
type of radio program they enjoyed. At each grade level, boys
showed more interest than girls in programs of news and politics.12

Sterner summarizes many studies of children’s preferences for
radio, motion picture and printed media and describes an in-
vestigation of her own conducted in a New Jersey high school.18
While the studies are not consistent, sex differences of the type

already described appear frequently in these studies and are also
documented in her inquiry.

Another crude index of political participation is provided
by knowledge of political phenomena. If opportunity and in-
tellectual capacity to absorb such knowledge are equal among
different groups of children, it is reasonable to regard dif-

ferential levels of knowledge as indicative of degrees of involve-
ment.
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A study of this type was conducted during the Twenties by
Burton., With the aid of a number of collaborators, “an invento
N community civics” was administered to about 8ooo Ameri
children, most of whom were in the sixth grade. By purposive
sclection of schools, the sample was intended to cover a wide rang,
of cconomic levels, cthnic groups, regions and rural-urban rcsidcnces_
Compuarisons between the sexes within the same schools and socig)
categories equate crudely for opportunity and capacity. If we e
strict oursclves to the battery in the inventory with political electioy,
content, e, knowledge of such concepts as candidate, polling place,
political party, ballot, platform, primary election, etc,, boys at every
grade level from sth to gth grade, show consistent superiority jg
political knowledge.?

Data of a similar nature for an older age group are provided by
2 Fortune Survey conducted on a national sample of high schog)
vouth. An information test containing political items was includeq
Boys were found to be much better informed about politics thap
girls. 1o

While such indicators may be taken as precursors of politica)
participation, they may appear somewhat approximate to the
reader. We turn therefore to a series of studies in which the
indicators  of political participation are much more dircct]y
political in nature. In the work of Remmers and his associatcs,
we have a long continuing scries of surveys conducted among
samples of about 3000 high school youth, constructed by pur.
posive methods so as to approximate the high school population
of the United States. In these studies we find much valuable
material bearing on all three areas of political behavior, ang
we shall retu.n to these data often. For the present, we shal]
cite some  diflerentiations demonstrated in participation for
sub-groups of youth.!®

In a survey conducted in October, 1952, Remmers reports
certain questions on interest in the 1952 presidential election for
various groups of children. The data are presented in Table j,
While the sex differences are negligible, the socio-economie
differences closely parallel adult findings. '
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Comparative data for Germany on sex differences in political
participation are provided by three surveys conducted in 1953,
1954 and 1955 by the EMNID Institute for Opinion Research.’®
Samples of about 1500 cases representing the population of
German youth, aged 15 to 24, living in West Germany, were
interviewed. A series of findings based on the pooled samples
from the several inquiries document the lesser political par-
ticipation of girls. One measure is a direct question on interest;
the other measures are more approximate.

Table 1. Differential Political Participation in the 1952
Presidential Campaign Among Sub-Groups of High School
Youth'?

“How closely have you been following the political conventions
and speeches this year?”’

Per Cent Reporting
“Hardly at all” N

Sex

Boys 28 1535

Girls 29 1465
Class of Parents

Mother completed college 16 374

Mother completed only grade school 36 1546

Family income low 42 859

Family income medium 25 1827

Family income high 14 314

Political Orientation

Demonstrations that the left-right ideological cleavage and
tbe Repllblican vs. Democratic patterns of voting, reported for
Herent adylt groups find their correspondence in childhood
Herences s readily available from other surveys.
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Table 2. Sex Differences by Percentage Among German
Youth in Political Interest

Boys Girls
interest in politics 50 23
No opinion on the nature of National Socialism 35 52
No opinion on Hitler’s qualities 31 44
No opinion on nature of dialectical materialism 79 85
No knowledge of German government officials 5 13

Remmers in a variety of surveys provides evidence on political
oricntation among different sub-groups of youth. In Table 3 below
we present data from his 1952 clection study bearing on yourh’s
preference for presidential candidates. Juxtaposed against these data
we present parallel data for adwles based on the Survey Research
Center’s 1952 clection study and unpublished material?® In eval-
vating the comparison, the reader must keep in mind unknown
differences in the universes sampled (other than age), and differ-
ences in procedure and classification categories. But taken broadly

Table 3. Presidential Preferences in 1952 Among Parallel
Sub-Groups of Youth and Adults®®

PER CENT WHO ARE IN FAVOR OF EISENHOWER
Purdue Youth Panel  Michigan Adult Survey

Education of Mother (Youth)
or Respondent (Adults)

Grade School 50 (1546) 46 (660)
High School 66 (1089) 55 (712)
College 70 (374) n (238)
Place of Residence
Rural 60 (1213) 58 (248)
Urban (Youth) or cities
and towns (Adults) 57 (1787) 53 (1366)
Income
Low (Youth) or under
$2000 (Adults) 46 (859) 47 (315)
Medium (Youth) or
$2000-$5000 (Adults) 62 (1827) 50 (852)
High (Youth) or
over $5000 (Adults) 70 (314) 65 (415)
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the findings are so similar that one can conclude that social dif-

ferentiations in voting preference are almost complete at the pre-
adult level.

A similar analysis is presented for the 1956 election based
on Remmers’ youth data and Michigan adult data.

Table 4. Presidential Preferences in 1956 Among Parallel
Sub-Groups of Youth and Adults®

PER CENT WHO ARE IN FAVOR OF EISENHOWER
Purdue Youth Panel  Michigan Adult Survey

Education of Mother (Youth)
or Respondent (Adults)

Grade School 47 (1101) 58 (521)

High School 59 (732) 59 (890)

College 66 (168) 68 (331)
Place of Residence

Rural 46 (678) 58 (635)

Urban (Youth) or cities

and towns (Adults) 56 (1319) 62 (1137)

Economic Level

Low (Youth) 40 (485) 58 (328)

Medium (Youth) 58 (1131) 60 (698)

High (Youth) 58 (383) 63 (614)

Party preference, although highly relevant to our analysis,
represents a rather specialized area of orientation. If we take
instead the broader realm of ideology, an equivalent demonstra-
tion is available. We take only a few selected items from
Remmers, all in the area of government control of economic
life, because of the availability of comparative data on adults.

The comparative data for American adults can again pro-
vide some evidence on the developmental curve for such dif-
ferentiation in political orientation. Since the data are not
exactly comparable we shall treat it textually. In Centers’ in-
quiry in 1945 on a national sample of white adult males, on a
question of government ownership of mines, factories and in-
dustries, approval was voiced by 33% of unskilled labor as
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Table 5. Differing Political Orientations Among High
School Youth from Different Classes®*

WHERE MOTHER

COMPLETED PARENT’'S INCOMES
Grade THAT ARE
School College Low Medium High

Government should have control
of railroads and airlines 26% 13% 26% 18% 11%
Basic industries like mining

and manufacturing should

be owned by government 21 15 21 17 14

Banks and credit mechanism
should be run by government 25 20 25 21 22
N 1590 312 840 1862 298

against 119, approval from business, professional and white
collar workers.®® In a question asked by the National Opinion
Research Center of a national sample in 1950 on the general
issue of whether or not there was too much government control
of private industry, 319 of the college educated felt there was
too much control, whereas only 18%, of the grammar school
group felt there was too much control.?* Clearly, the order of
magnitude of the differences is much the same for the youth
and for adults.

.Equivalcnt findings covering a wider idcological spectrum are
available in other work by Remmers. With respect to the realm
f)f class conflict, e.g., approval and support of unions, the self-
u_n:ergsr or class interest of businessmen, and subjective class iden-
tification, youth from lower income, less education and families in
lower occupational strata differ in the expected direction. The dif-
fffrcn.ccs approximate about ten percentage points in most cases and
rise in the case of class identification to a difference of about 25
percentage points.25

A{l equivalent demonstration of different ideologies among youth
coming from families of different social position is available in a
study by Centers conducted on a sample of about 1000 high school
children in a small Eastern city in 1947.28 Pro-labor attitudes and
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approval of “collectivism” were much more characteristic of lower
occupational strata.

Roper provides similar evidence from a national survey of high
school students. The children of the poorer classes and from lower
occupational groups are more favorable to unions, although Roper
stresses the degree of pro-union sentiment which even characterizes
the wealthier children.”

Evidence that class differences in political orientation manifest
themselves at even younger ages is available in a 1939 study by
Davidson. A group of 102 children, ranging from g to 13 years in
age, average age of 11, were selected from two specialized New
York City schools which served a homogeneous population of sup-
erior intelligence (average 1.Q. of the sample being 143). Children
were divided by income level of family into groups ranging from
under $1500 annual income to over $10,000 in income; scores on a
variety of social attitudes were examined. The poorer children were
significantly more liberal than the wealthy on a majority of the
scales, although the exact relationship was curvilinear with the
middle income group adopting the most liberal position. Whether
socialization of political ideology would occur at such an early age
for children of lesser intelligence is doubtful. Very intelligent
children might well be quicker to grasp the complexities of politics,
particularly under conditions where a specialized curriculum might
emphasize political issues. Our discussion below of the lack of an
ideological position in ordinary children of this age is relevant (see
p- 47).28

Authoritarian-Democratic Trends

The psychological study of authoritarian or democratic
tendencies can occur at several levels. At the manifest level,
authoritarian tendencies would involve the endorsement of the
principles associated with a particular kind of political process
—such as the restriction on civil liberties, the reduction of
popular government and the rise of dictatorial power, the mis-
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treatment of minorities, cte. Such tendencies could then be the
subject of refined analyses to determine their distribution in
given population groups, their other correlates, the underlying
learning process, ctc.

Historically, one direction such refined analysis has taken
has been to sc¢ such tendencies, such political attitudes, as
reflections of a more underlying pcrsonn]ity structure, a more
fundamental value system. Thus, in The Authoritarian Per-
sonality, the most elaborate and distinguished work of this type,
the F scale involved a scries of questions dcsigncd to measure
implicit anti-democratic or fascistic tendencies.®

It should be noted that the scale contained little that in
the strict fdeological sense would constitute manifestations of
fascism, anti-democracy, or endorsement of political authori-
tarianism. Instead, it contained items to measure such processes
as ‘“‘projectivity,” “superstition and stereotypy,” “anti-intracep-
tion,” “sex,” “destructiveness and cynicism,” etc. The connec-
tions between these levels of personality and political behavior
may be posited on the basis of an claborate theory or demon-
strated through empirical mcthods.

It is not our intention to deny this connection, but it is
our concern to keep the distinction in mind and not to affirm
the connection prematurely. If we ignore the distinction and
use these two levels interchangeably, as in recent practice, we
may not only do injustice to the facts, but will neglect a funda-
mental problem in the psychology of politics—namely, the con-
nection between personality and politics. Therefore, we shall
proceed as follows: In this section we shall present data on the
socialization of individuals with respect to attitudes that are
manifest aspects of political authoritarianism and also with
respect to tendencies that have been regarded as the rmplicit
or potential basis for authoritarianism. Thus, without prejudging
the equivalence of the two realms we shall be sure to have
comprehensive empirical data on the developmental aspects of
authoritarianism.
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We shall treat first the implicit level of authoritarianism.
A number of studies have established variations in these ten-
dencies among sub-groups of adults—notably that the less
educated and lower class are more authoritarian.® Therefore,
we shall present some data from surveys by Remmers and his
associates in which items approximating those used in F-scales
were applied to samples of youth. These items are selected for
their correspondence to items on which parallel breakdowns exist
for national samples of adults. (See Table 6 on the next page.)

Presenting variations in such phenomena for pre—adUh’-
groups may appear to the reader somewhat labored for the
notion is inherent in the theory that authoritarianism derives
from certain patterns of early experience within the family.
Nevertheless, we shall present such data for a number of reasons.
In the major studies that have been conducted samples of adults
have been used. Consequently, there is little empirical evidence
on the actual end-product: authoritarianism, in children. More-
over, whatever data have been presented on social differences
in authoritarianism have been for adults, and there was no
explicit formulation in the original work as to the variations to
be expected among classes in the kinds of child rearing which
would produce authoritarian tendencies. Finally, in certain
studies, authoritarianism has been seen as emergent from strains
inherent in the structural situation of adults®® and consequently,
the contribution of pre-adult experience remains undocumented.

The data presented thus far are only a small portion of
the available youth data. To convey the character of the gcncral
findings, we shall summarize them. By inspection, we find at
least 12 other questions closely parallel to the contents of the
original F-scale®® The differences obtained for children from
educated and uneducated mothers on these items range from
13%, in the expected direction down to one difference of 2%
in the direction contrary to our hypothesis, and have a median
value of 6 percentage points greater authoritarianism among
children of the uneducated.
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Table 6. “Implicit” Authoritarianism Among Parallel
Sub-Groups of Youth and Adults™

PER CENT ENDORSING PARTICULAR
ITEM AMONG SUB-GROUPS
Purdue Youth Panel NORC Adult
Whore Mothers Surveys Respond-

Completed ents Completed
Grade Grade

School Collego Schoo!l College

(Remmers) There will always be
strong groups and weak groups,
and it is best that the strong
continue to dominate the week

(NORC) There are two kinds of
people in the world; the weak
and the strong

24 16 71 30

{Remmers) Obedience and respect
for authority are the most
important virtues that children
should learn 83 66 80 35
(NORC) The most important thing
to teach children is absolute
obedience to their parents

(Remmers) What this country needs
most is a few strong, courageous,
tireless leaders in whom the

people can put their faith
(NORC) Any good leader should

be strict with people under him

in order to gain their respect

N

65 63 66 36

1546 374 540 217

We turn now to the manifest level of authoritarianism.
In work on adults it has been established that the less educated
and lower class are more intolerant in the civil liberties realm
and more prejudiced with respect to the treatment of minor-
ities.3%

Again, we shall present equivalent data for sub-groups of
youth, taken from surveys by Remmers and associates. In
Table 7 we juxtapose youth and adult breakdowns. The reader
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should keep in mind the fact that differences between the
two populations may reflect the time period at which the sur-
veys were done, since opinion has been especially volatile in
this area. In choosing questions we have, however, tried to keep
the time gap between the surveys at a minimum wherever
there was a range to choose from in the adult surveys. The
youth data are from 1951, and the dates for the adult surveys
are indicated.

Table 7. Intolerance of Nonconformity for Parallel Sub-
Groups of Youth and Adults3®

PER CENT ENDORSING PROPOSITION
AMONG SUB-GROUPS FROM

Purdue Youth Panel Adult Data
Where Mothers Respondents
Completed Completed
Grade Grade
School College School College

(Remmers) Communist Party \
Members36 should not be
allowed to speak on the radio
55
(1953 Adult) Communist Party 66 64 73
Members36 should not be
allowed to speak on the radio

(Remmers) Schools should not
contrast workings of
democracy and communism 23 12 28 12

(1949 Adult) Should not be discussion

of Communism in college classes

(Remmers) Teachers should be

required to sign

non-Communist oath 66 &9 12 27
(1949 Adult) Communist Party Members

should be allowed to teach

(Remmers) Government should

prohibit some people from

making public speeches 35 31 26 14
(1953 Adult) Freedom of speech

should be restricted
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Apart from tolerance of nonconformity, Remmers presents
4 tong battery of items bearing on traditional constitutional
libermes, e treedom of the press, freedom of religious worship,
to trial by jury and to be represented by counsel, the
suce of unlawtul search without warrant, habeas corpus, pro-
tection against “third degree,” the right to withhold testimony on
ground of self incrimination, cte. Examining the series of items
for sub group differences, one can summarize the ﬁndings as
folloms: sex ditferences are  inconsistent in direction, and
neghble momagnitude: the South tends to be more intolerant
cxcept on religious libertiesy differences by parental income or
cducation tend to be moderate but consistent in showing that
the vouth of better educated and higher income families are
more libertariang urban youth are more liberal ¥

The findings at the adult level tend to be in agreement:
The urban, the better educated, the upper classes, and non-
Southern are more tolerant. However, adult women have been
found 1o be modcrately but consistently less tolerant.¥®

A number of other questions used by Remmers bear on the
total constellation that we might label endorsement of authori-
tarian vs. democratic principles. In addition to the attitudes on
traditional liberties, and tolerance for nonconformists, some items
on the role of the public in governmental decisions were asked,
c.g.. the welfare of the state over the individual, the incom-
petence of the public, ete. Again youth from the South, the less
educated and lower income families are more anti-democratic®

One final battery bears on the manifest level of authori-
tarianism, a scrics of questions on excessive nationalism, “super-
patriotism,” cthnocentrism. Again youth from rural areas, the
South, the less educated and lower income families are more
likely to endorse these principles.*

the et

—

It is clear that in all three areas of inquiry, political par-
ticipation, political orientation, and authoritarian vs. democratic
tendencies, differences among adults have their origins in earlier
stages of development. Most of the data thus far presented are

34



SUB-GROUP DIFFERENTIATIONS IN PRE-ADULT LIFE

for the high school age groups so the general point of origin
of these developmental sequences is for the moment hard to
establish. However, for political participation, the sex differentia-
tion is observed at a very early age.
When one examines the clarity of findings in the different
areas of political behavior, certain distinctions are worthy of
note. The adult pattern that seems established in most complete
form in earlier life is that of party affiliation. The logically
congruent area of ideology is less differentiated suggesting that
party loyalty because of the simplicity of symbols involved or
because of greater direct indoctrination or the lesser range of
alternatives available is more readily transmitted in the course
of socialization. This argument will be greatly strengthened by
other evidence to be presented below. However, the implications
are so significant that the finding warrants special emphasis at
this point in our treatment. No matter how well individuals
were socialized into any particular ideological position in child-
hood, such a mode of preparation for adult politics would be
inadequate. New issues continually emerge on the political scene.
Certainly many of these might resemble or fall within some
ideological realm on which the individual had earlier been
socialized. But many others would be novel, and the adult would
have to face them without preparation. However, insofar as the
individual had developed an abiding loyalty to some political
party, it would constitute an organizing principle for these
issues. The party, rather than the inherent connections between
new and old issues, would define the correct position. Thus
crucial to socialization as a mechanism of preparation for con-
fronting political issues is socialization into party, and this very
fact seems borne out by our data.
A paradoxical finding is that authoritarianism conceived as
a fundamental constellation at the motivational or personality
level is least well differentiated among sub-groups of youth. The
patterning of manifest authoritarian principles and ideological
positions among sub-groups is more completely established. Yet
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tion is observed at a very early age.

When one examines the clarity of findings in the different
areas of political behavior, certain distinctions are worthy of
note. The adult pattern that seems established in most complete
form in earlier life is that of party affiliation. The logically
congruent area of ideology is less differentiated suggesting that
party loyalty because of the simplicity of symbols involved or
because of greater direct indoctrination or the lesser range of
alternatives available is more readily transmitted in the course
of socialization. This argument will be greatly strengthened by
other evidence to be presented below. However, the implications
are so significant that the finding warrants special emphasis at
this point in our treatment. No matter how well individuals
were socialized into any particular ideological position in child-
hood, such a mode of preparation for adult politics would be
inadequate. New issues continually emerge on the political scene.
Certainly many of these might resemble or fall within some
ideological realm on which the individual had earlier been
socialized. But many others would be novel, and the adult would
have to face them without preparation. However, insofar as the
individual had developed an abiding loyalty to some political
party, it would constitute an organizing principle for these
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- the usual view of the problem is that these manifestations are

derivative from pcr.son;llity processes established in childhood.

The data suggest, to the contrary, that perhaps such “implicit
authoritarianism™ may cmerge from factors present in the ex-

perience of adudts and that ideological aspects of authoritarianism

may be transmitted  directly, without benefit of fundamental

'rcorganixntion of the personality.

IO.

We turn now to some data on the processes of socialization.
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Processes Underlying
the Establishment of Particular

Socialization Patterns

We shall present data first on growth of these patterns
over time, and thereafter turn to evidence on the agencies in-
volved. In a classic formulation many years ago, Gordon Allport
suggested that there are four conditions characterizing the
formation of attitudes.! Attitudes emerge through (1) the ac-
cumulation and accretion of experiences, then become more
specific through (2) the individuation or differentiation of earlier
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ditTuse attitudes in the face of experience and/or (3) through
the oocurrence of trauma and/or (4) through adoption directly
from parcents, teachers, peers and other individuals. We may
well use this classic formulation as a model in exploring certain
problems. The fourth condition will be treated later under the
heading of the agencies of socialization. The three others will
be treated now. The model of attitude formation implied under
the heading of “trauma™ suggests abrupt formation at some
discrete point in time. By contrast, accretion of experience and
individuation suggest more gradual development. While Allport
argucs the relevance of all four modes of attitudes formation, the
data we have presented thus far give greater weight to the forma-
tion of political behavior through gradual socialization, Now we
shall present more detailed data bearing directly on the problem,

We shall first present evidence from the study of suecessive
age levels for youth in the aggregate, that is, without regard for
the specific sub-groups from which the children come. As will
be noted, the data on political oricntation have to be handled
differently from the data on political participation. Thus, we
shall be able to characterize broadly the developmental process
although the designs do not work to demonstrate with growth
the increased polarization of the behavior of contrasted groups
of youth. This method, however, suffers from limitations due to
the use of different children to establish the features of given
stages of development. Conscquently, we shall turn ultimately
to quantitative data from the longitudinal study of the same
tndividuals and qualitative and clinical data on given individuals
treated as case studies of political development.

Development of Political
Participation with Age

In Remmers’ surveys it is possible to describe the develop-
mental process for participation by comparing youth groups in
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different grades in school. By this means we can establish the
sequence for groups ranging in age from about 13 to 18. Because
of the well established fact of differential drop-out from school
of children of the lower classes and drop-out for other causes,
e.g., scholarship, the comparisons are not as well controlled as
one would like2 However, in certain instances the effect of
such a factor on the findings can be inferred and may even
make the comparisons more compelling.

In Table 8 we demonstrate a consistent increase in par-
ticipation with year in high school.

Table 8. Differential Interest in the 1952 Presidential
Election with Year in School3

Per Cent Who Have
Followed Political

Grade Campaign “Hardly at All” N

Nine 35 870
Ten 31 810
Eleven 24 690
Twelve 22 630

It should be noted that, while interest or participation
mounts regularly throughout the high school years, interest is
considerable even in the youngest group—about age thirteen.
We shall have to seek the origins of such behavior in other
source materials tapping still younger age groups. So that the
reader can evaluate the magnitude of these findings on par-
ticipation or non-participation, we present some equivalent data
on adults.

In the Survey Research Center’s election study in 1952, an
almost identical measure of participation was asked: “Would you
say that you have been very much interested, somewhat interested,
or not much interested in following the political campaigns so far
this year?”
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The results for the national sample of adults were as follows:*

Yery much Interested 7%
Somewhat interested 34
Not much interested 28
100%
N = 1614

The parallel between youth and adult data is clear,
' .Comparativc data documenting the gradual growth of
volitical interest are available from the TMNID in
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serious items,” such as “foreign news,” “local and state political
events,” “editorials,” “national politics,” etc. So, too, he notes in-
creased frequency of exposure to newspapers with age.

Parallel data are presented in Brown’s early study of radio pref-
erences. Comparing enjoyment of news and political programs for
successive grades it is demonstrated that there is a rapid rise in
interest between Grades 5 and 8, and thereafter the increase is
small. Here again interest develops gradually and relatively early8

Using identification with public figures as an index of involve-
ment with politics, Hill’s study provides data on developmental pro-
cesses. Such identification rises progressively as one goes from age 6
through the high school period.?

These findings of gradual growth of political participation
with age are confirmed by a large scale comparative study con-
ducted in Sweden by Husen.!®

A sample of 1ooo male youth, aged 16-22 were drawn from the
population of applicants for position as volunteer recruits for the
Swedish Armed Forces in 1942. A variety of indices of political
participation based on media behavior can be examined for succes-
sive age levels. In summary form, certain of these data are presented
in Table 9 on page 44.

The reader will note that the numbers of cases in the ex-
treme groups, the youngest and oldest age categories, are small
and these should be discounted somewhat. Inspecting these in-
dices of participation one notes again the same basic findings as
heretofore presented: The beginnings of participation must be
sought in relatively early childhood years, for already by age 16,
the phenomenon appears to be well formed, and not very
disparate from the adult level manifested by the group in their
twenties. The growth of participation within these years is
gradual and continuous. Taking the groups from 17 to 21 years
of age, the increments tend to be small but progressive on
these indices. On what is perhaps the most incisive of these
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Table 9. Growth of Political Participation with Age

Among Male Youth in Sweden!!

Per Cont Reading One or
More Newspapers Every Doy

Ages

16-17 92.0
17-18 83.5
18-19 83.8
19-20 83.3
20-21 88.1
Over 21 89.3

Per Ceont
Read Editorials
16-17 29
1718 2.6
18-19 3.4
19-20 3.9
20-21 4.4
Over 21 6.7
Per Cent Who Can Identify The
Political Orientation of Their Newspaper

16-17 20.0
1718 14.2
18-19 16.7
19-20 20.9
20-21 20.0
Over 21 40.0

Table 10. Growth of Membership in Political Organiza-
tions with Age for Youth in Sweden!?2

Per Cent Who
Are Members of

Ages Political Organizations N
16-17 4.8 2
17-18 7.2 251
18-19 9.7 185
19-20 13.0 123
20-21 13.3 90
Over 21 11.4 44
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approximate measures of political participation, the awareness
of the political tone of a communication medium, the findings
are the clearest of all.

Husen presents one other datum which is a direct measure
of political participation, membership in youth political organiza-
tions. The growth of such membership with age is presented
in Table 1o0.

On this most relevant index, the data clearly show a
progressive growth of such participation through the teen years.
The inversion at ages over 21, may either be a function of the
small numbers, or indicative of the fact that political youth
organizations no longer provide for this older age category to the
same degree as they do for the earlier age groups. Again, it
should be noted that the youngest are groups are not so disparate

from the older ones, indicating that the point of origin of such
phenomena must be sought in still earlier years.

Development of Political

Orientation with Age

In heterogeneous universes, specific political orientations
would naturally develop with age in diverse directions c'lc-
pendent on the specific factors present in the life of the 1{"
dividual. Thus, in the aggregate any developmental trends.lrl
orientation would be obscured if the content of the orientatio?
were used as the index. However, what we can substituté for
our purposes in studying the development of orientations for a
large and heterogeneous aggregate is the formation of any
orientation, that is, the presence of some view rather than 1 O,
view. We shall present varied data of this type from Remmers
surveys using the “don’t know” or “undecided” respons¢ #° an

) ) ) e
index of the absence of orientation. Selected data are present
in Table 11 on page 46.
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Table 11. The Development of Political Orientations as
Indicated by the Absence of Views Among Youth of
Different Ages!®

PER CENT UNDECIDED AMONG
YOUTHS IN GRADES

Nine Ten Eleven  Twelve

Government should control railroads 17 17 15 11
Mining and manufacturing

should be owned by government 16 13 12 1
Banks and credit mechanisms

should be run by government 15 14 12 9
Government should abolish

rights of inheritance 20 21 16 16
Modern society moved chiefly

by desire for profit 30 27 20 18
History essentially involves

class conficts 21 18 12 12
Right to strike should be abolished 26 24 18 16
Relative self-interest of

businessmen vs. workers 53 52 45 48

It is clear that there is a gradual, increasing absorption of
some ideological point of view with progress through high
school. In evaluating the magnitude of the “undecided” category,
onec must have some frame of reference for the adult level. Just
as in the case of youth, the size of the “undecided” category
among adults varies with the issuc posed. However, over a
large range of issues, 10%, of adult national samples would cer-
tainly be a conservative estimate of the size of the category. Thus
it is clear that the absorption of political orientation has
progressed close to its maximum level by the last year in high
school. It is also clear that even in the first year of high school,
absorption of an orientation has gone quite far.

Similar findings, on a smaller scale, but for a comparative
context are available from a study of a small rural community
in Australia. Fifty children of both sexes, having a median age
of 11 were studied. A battery of nine ideological issues was used
and an “absorption index” was computed, by counting the
number of items on which the child expressed a definite view.
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In evaluating these data, it should be noted that in contrast with
the national data on United States youth, the Australian study
dealt with a social setting that was homogeneous with a well
defined political atmosphere. Consequently, one might expect
an accelerated development of a consistent ideology, because
of the lack of cross-currents and ambiguities in the scene. Oeser
and Emery express the fact of the increasing absorption with
age by computing a coefficient of association which has a value
of .45. They note that prior to age 10, absorption is low.

In both the Australian and Remmers data, one notes that
variations in the presence or absence of a view are dependent on
the ideological area examined. Thus, for example, Oeser and
Emery remark that preferences with respect to the distribution
of social power among the classes, and with respect to internal
group structure, occur at a late stage. Similarly, Remmer’s data
in Table 11 demonstrate that the area of class conflict also has
the highest undecided level. Presumably with additional data,
one could establish different developmental rates for given
ideological areas.

This finding that different aspects of political orientation
develop at different rates, and the earlier finding that different
types of authoritarianism develop in different ways, underscore
the general point made initially. One of the very virtues of the
great diversity of data available for an inventory is that we are
prevented from overgeneralizing a specific finding on a specific
indicator of a very wide realm of behavior. Our finding of
differences in rates and patterns of development may appear
paradoxical and seem to require some explanation. But, in reality,
it may not call for any involved explanation at all. Upon reflec-
tion, why should one expect uniform laws of development or
that socialization will proceed in completely packaged form?
What might well call for explanation would be the oddity of
finding a completely packaged uniform pattern of socialization
for many different aspects of political behavior. Our finding
only appears paradoxical because we have been victimized by
the narrowness of the indicators used in primary research on
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Table 11. The Development of Political Orientations as
Indicated by the Absence of Views Among Youth of
Different Ages!®

PER CENT UNDECIDED AMONG
YOUTHS IN GRADES

Nine Ten Eleven  Twelve

Government should control railroads 17 17 15 1
Mining and manufacturing

should be owned by government 16 13 12 n
Banks and credit mechanisms

should be run by government 15 14 12 9
Government should abolish

rights of inheritance 20 21 16 16
Modern society moved chiefly

by desire for profit 30 27 20 18
History essentially involves

class conficts 21 18 12 12
Right to strike should be abolished 26 24 18 16
Relative self-interest of

businessmen vs. workers 53 52 45 48

It is clear that there is a gradual, increasing absorption of
some ideological point of view with progress through high
school. In evaluating the magnitude of the “undecided” category,
onc must have some frame of reference for the adult level. Just
as in the case of youth, the size of the “undecided” category
among adults varies with the issuc posed. However, over a
large range of issucs, 10%, of adult national samples would cer-
tainly be a conservative estimate of the size of the category. Thus
it is clear that the absorption of political orientation has
progressed close to its maximum level by the last year in high
school. It is also clear that even in the first year of high school,
absorption of an orientation has gone quite far.

Similar findings, on a smaller scale, but for a comparative
context are available from a study of a small rural community
in Australia. Fifty children of both sexes, having a median age
of 11 were studied. A battery of nine ideological issues was used
and an “absorption index” was computed, by counting the
number of items on which the child expressed a definite view.
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dealt with a social setting that was homogeneous with a well
defined political atmosphere. Consequently, one might expect
an accelerated development of a consistent ideology, because
of the lack of cross-currents and ambiguities in the scene. Oeser
and Emery express the fact of the increasing absorption with
age by computing a cocfficient of association which has a value
of .45. They note that prior to age 10, absorption is low.

In both the Australian and Remmers data, one notes that
variations in the presence or absence of a view are dependent on
the ideological area examined. Thus, for example, Oeser and
Emery remark that preferences with respect to the distribution
of social power among the classes, and with respect to internal
group structure, occur at a late stage. Similarly, Remmer’s data
in Table 11 demonstrate that the area of class conflict also has
the highest undecided level. Presumably with additional data,
one could establish different developmental rates for given
ideological areas.

This finding that different aspects of political orientation
develop at different rates, and the earlier finding that different
types of authoritarianism develop in different ways, underscore
the general point made initially. One of the very virtues of the
great diversity of data available for an inventory is that we are
prevented from overgeneralizing a specific finding on a specific
indicator of a very wide realm of behavior. Our finding of
differences in rates and patterns of development may appear
paradoxical and seem to require some explanation. But, in reality,
it may not call for any involved explanation at all. Upon reflec-
tion, why should one expect uniform laws of development or
that socialization will proceed in completely packaged form?
What might well call for explanation would be the oddity of
finding a completely packaged uniform pattern of socialization
for many different aspects of political behavior. Our finding
only appears paradoxical because we have been victimized by
the narrowness of the indicators used in primary research on
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political behavior, by the restriction of most political inquiry
o adults, and by the specific conventions of modern method-
ology. 1f one contemplates the crazy quilt of institutions, edu-
cational and socializing agencies impinging on children at
different points in time, each communicatng only a piece of the
whole constellation of political ideas, it is understandable that
d?e various aspects develop at different points in time and in
different ways. Naturally, when one studies adults, at late stages
of dcvclopmcnt, all of the components will already be present
and idcology will have had time to become integrated. Horowitz,
who conducted one of the classic investigations of development
of attitudes in children, within the larger attitude realm whose
development has been studied most systematically—race attitudes
—Teports many instances of different growth curves for different
Phases of the general attitude. He further dt.fn'lonstrates that these
phases become better integrated as the individual ages. To take
a cue from his findings, when we deal w.xth adults we alr.e rguch
more likely to accept the model of um.tar‘)’ or generanze at-
titudes because at that stage of life there is integration. We then
deal with a limited number of indicators and we find them
scaleable, but we should not assume the appropriateness of this
model and methodology for the study of a wide realm of
attitude in children.!t

Comparative data for Swedish youth also establish the
gradual devclopment of political orientation with agel® Ap-
proximately 1000 cases constituting a probability sample of the
national population of Swedish youth between the ages of 11
and 29 were asked: “Which do you think is the best party?”
The findings are presented in Table 12.

A demonstration of a similar sort is available in Centers’
inquiry among youth. A battery or scale of questions was used
to study ideology. In giving a score to each person on this scale,
the respondent was classified as “indeterminate” in his ideology,
if his responses to the different items in the scale were not highly
consistent in their direction. The magnitude of the “indetermi-
nate” category for different age groups is reported and consti-
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Table 12. Development of Political Orientation as Re-
vealed by the Absence of Views Among Swedish Youth

Per Cent Undecided

Age as to Best Party N
11-12 73 169
13-15 66 172
16-18 55 159
19-21 47 126
22-24 32 141
25-27 35 159

tutes an expression of the growth, not so much of discrete
attitudes, but of an organized or coherent point of view. The
data presented in Table 13 show an increase in the coherence of
orientation, although it should again be noted that even within
the youngest age group there is a considerable tendency to have
unified points of view.

Table 13. The Development of Coherent Orientations as
Related to Agelt

Per Cent of Group
Falling Into

Ages ’Indeterminate’’ Category N
15 and under 14 165
16 10 297
17 13 345
18 9 128
19 and over 5 79

For reasons which will become clear later, data on the growth
of authoritarian-democratic trends with age will be presented
in the subscquent discussion of generations.17

Notes

1. G. W. Allport, “Attitudes,” in C. Murchison, ed., Handbook of Social
Psychology (Oxford, 1935).

2. For such data, see 4 Look Akead in Secondary Education, U. S. Office
of Education, Bulletin #4, 1954.
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. Poll #33,
- Op. Cit,, p. 34.
. Op. Ciz., p. 294.
Op. Cit., p. 257.
Op. Cit.
- Op. Ciz, p. 328
0p. Cu.
- T. Husen, Adolescensen (Uppsala: Almqvist and Wiksells, 1944).
. Table 39, p. 483; Table 41, P. 485; Table 42, p. 488. The number of
cases in the respective groups are 25, 345, 239, 163, 135, 50.
12. 1bid., Table 1y, p. 282, )
13. All questions except the last are taken from Poll #30. 'Thc respective
numbers are 868, 811, 687, 634. The last 6q61éesdon ;; 3takt:n from
Poll #32, The res ective numbers are 722, » 579, 533
14. O, Ocsgr and cF. E!zncry, Social Structure and Personality in a gm;:l
Community (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1954). s
Horowitz, “Race Atttudes,” in O. Klmcbcrg), Clmrats‘;::;tﬁ of the
American Ne ro (New York: Harpers, 1944), pp. I .
15. Svenska Insti{utct( for Opinionsundersakningar, SVCSSk [{g%‘li:‘:;
Stockholm, 1955, p. 21 (mumec). These data were made ava
me through the courtesy of Professor Hans Zetterberg.

16. R. Centers, Op. Cit, taken from his Table 11, p. 331
17. See p. 104.
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Agencies of

Socialization into Politics

Foremost among agencies of socialization into politics
is the family. Thus, Gillespie and Allport, on the basis of a large
scale study of about 2000 youth between the ages of 17 and 22
representing ten different countries, remark:

“Youth in all nations anchor their documents within a basic
family frame. . . . To be sure, the mode of mention differs
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in d. . .
at 'tﬁercm cultures. . . . But the unquestioned fact remains
Our ¢ ¢ family is the primary social institution in all lands, and
a clearly reflect this cultural universal.”™

We
t - .
YN to specific evidence on the problem.

he p,... -
emily and Political Orientation

of siii?aotri class of sufdie.s .which- providc.s evicliencc on agents
terminatiop, SF.OE the individual into Pohtic:s involve the 'dc-
en childrenmtra—famf]y correlations in amtude- or behavior.
find dgreemens .and t.h?lr parents are mea.sured .ma’ependcntly
Inference that 2 n POl'ltlcal views are .cs.tabllshed, it supports t.he
this might L ¢ fa"?ll.y tran.smlts politics to the children. While
mentation. F};PC;r obvious, it nevertheless needs careful docu-
eStablished andrtbermOrc’ the degree of such inﬂucn.ce can be
Varied con’ditio y Eroper comparison of these corre.latlons under
One cgp eStablisnhs’ ([),r example, for Chlldrc'n .of .dlﬁerent ages,
rentral difficylyy subtle feat‘_”es of the socialization process. A
as to do Withy }llﬂ such studies using hctcrog‘cncous populauo.ns
of Unrelugey t .C lcxpc’ctcd value .of correlations between pafrs
¢d individuals, who might be in the same social
Slmtum’ p]{lCC of residence, etc., for this may well be a com-
ponent of the total agreement found which has nothing to do
with intrinsic family influences. In the instance of most of these
studies, this factor is impossible to estimate and the absolute
"Magnitudes must be somewhat discounted.?
are IS';r:hﬂrL. I, the over-all findings fror'n some of Fhesc studies
Fisher's :)anchi, Much of tth chart is taken directly from
nvenient summary.*

These and other studies establish very clearly a family
CO'” espondence in views that are relevant to matters of political
Orientation. Over a great many such correlations from the
different studies, the median value approximates 5. The signs,
almost without exception are never negative. The only negative
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Chart 1.

AGENCIES OF SOCIALIZATION

INTO POLITICS

Past Studies of the Agreement in Politically
Politically Relevant Views Among Parents and Childrent

Study Sample Dimension Findings
Bassett 87 high school Likelihood of war Negative, no significant
children and difference between agree-
their parents ment observed and that to
in a small be expected among random
city in 1948 pairs of individuals.
Duffy Freshmen in Attitude toward Correlations were negligible.
1935 at Sarah  war Avuthor concludes little or
Lawrence and no correspondence within
their parents family.
Hirschberg 200 college Attitude toward R ranges from .4 to .7
and undergraduates New Deal, “Fascist depending on family pair
Gilliland and their Attitudes” and attitude.
parents
Peterson Children from Attitude toward R ranges from .3 to .8
grades 7-12. New Deal, depending on family pair
Depending on Government and attitude studied.
family pair Ownership
involved, Ns
vary between
45.89
Newcomb Children were  Attitude toward Ranges from .5 to .6 de-
and 14 years or Communism pending on family pair
Svehla older, N was studied.
548 families
Fisher College stu- Economic Correlations range from .1
dents. About Attitudes to .6 depending on dimen-
150 pairs of sion and family pair studied.
parents and
children
Remmers High school Political items Poll items have correlations
and youth in rural and Party of about .7.
Weltman Indiana and Preference Party preference varies
Illinofs, 200 betwen .8 and .9.
families
Helfant 166 high school Attitude toward

seniors and
their parents
in Teaneck,
N.J. around
1950

war, Russia, and
international
affairs

On war, correlation with
father not significantly dif-
ferent from zero, with
mother .16; on Russia cor-
relations were respectively
.18 and .28; on international
relations, correlations were
respectively .11 and .27.
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Chart 1. (continued)

Study

Sample

POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION

Past Studies of the Agreement in
Politically Relevant Views Among Parents and Childrent

Dimension

Findings

Stagner

Himelhoch

Morgan
and

Remmers

Harris,
Remmers,

and Ellison

ﬁndings

100 college
students and
their parents
in 1936

68 Jewish
undergraduates
at N.Y.U and
their parents

Purdue under-
graduates and
their parents;
depending
upon pair, N
varies from 12
to 17 pairs

Over 300
Purdue

undergraduates

Ten questions on
liberalism and
conservatism;
Political Party

Preference

California “E”

and ““F scales

Liberalism as
measured by
Harper’s
"Social Study’’

questionnaire

Party preference

Correlations were not pre-
sented. Plurality of off-
spring more liberal than
parents; considerable num.
ber more conservative;
daughters much more likely
to deviate in liberal direc-
tion from mothers than sons
from fathers. On Party
Preference, agreement with
parents is exceedingly high.
On ethnocentrism, C was
.57. Correlation between
parents and offspring on F
(Authoritarianism) was not
significant.

Children are more liberal
than their mothers who ara
more liberal than fathers;
Father/child and mother/
child correlations are
between .6 and .7, while
father/mother correlation
is less than .4.

46% of the men and 54%
of the women have same
party preference as parents,
in 4 out of 5 families the
mother and father have the
same party preference.

bear on the area of war where we might expect the

larger social climate to be powerful and these are but two
correlations out of a total of perhaps 100. The import is clear,
While influence might conceivably flow from child to parent,
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what is much more likely is that parents are the agents who
transmit politically relevant attitudes to their children® The
almost complete absence of negative correlations provides con-
siderable evidence against the theory that political attitudes are
formed generally in terms of rebellion and opposition to parents.®
While positive, the moderate magnitude of the correlations,
however, leads to the formulation that parents are only one of
the many agents of such socialization and that their influence
is not that great. One finding in the chart deals with authori-
tarianism, rather than with political orientation. In contrast to
most other findings, the correlation was negligible, underscoring
the interpretation presented earlier that authoritarianism may
well emerge in adult life for reasons independent of parental
factors. Admittedly, the sample is very specialized and many
factors of experience may have attenuated an earlier corre-
spondence between parent and offspring in authoritarianism.
However, in this same group, parental influence on ethno-
centrism shows itself in the C of .57. If the unusual finding on
authoritarianism were due to some basic attenuating influence
in this sample, one would expect both correlations to be zero.

Any single correlation in one of these studies simply estab-
lishes a correspondence between parent and child with respect
to a discrete attitude. By contrast, our concern is with the
socialization of the child on a larger realm of attitudes, since only
then would he be equipped with a sufficiently general orienta-
tion to cope with the variety of future political issues. The series
of studies presented, however, if taken together do establish that
such correspondence is achieved not merely for one attitude,
but for many attitudes. Whether this more general orientation
deriving from the parents is produced piecemeal by imposing
one attitude on top of another until a structure is present, or
by a more synthetic process of transmission of clusters of at-
titudes is not clear from most such studies. Two of the studies,
however, do shed some light on the problem. Newcomb ex-
amines whether parents transmit a cluster effect or pattern of
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and tinds that this occurs, but is of sma]] magnitude,”
also tinds little evidence of transmission of clusters of

aititudes
Helfant
\'lC\\'\.'H

One other finding is worthy of special emphasis. The one
studv in which intra-family correlations in party preference are
available viclds a median value of .9 in contrast with the usual
value of 3 for attitudes. In the Stagner study, the same type of
phenomenon is demonstrated. Again, we have suggestive evi-
dence that the socialization of the individual into a party is a
much more direct process than the socialization of the logically
congruent area of ideology. Inquiry is called for into the sim.
plicity of such experienced memberships or the greater intensity
of indoctrination or the larger consensus and summation of such
influence over both family and wider environment or the lesser
numbcr of alternative options. Perhaps it is as West put it: “A
man is born into his political party just as he is born into probable
future membership in the church of his parents”® By we
might well add the query, Why then is a man not born equally
into the political 7deology of his parents? West also implies 5
larger consensus and pressure on this special aspect of politica]
orientation when he notes for Plainville that “changes in politic
occur . . . but a change of party breeds suspicion regarding 5
Man’s stability of character.”

Apart from the causes of the phenomenon, ope conse.
quence of socialization into party is worthy of special attention_
Mere socialization of the child into a particular attitude or even
a cluster of atttiudes is bound to be an inadequate mechanism ¢,
Provide the individual with a fully prepared view to meet
future political issues in adult life. The world is ever changin
and the specific events that will emerge in the POlitiCal arena ip
future decades cannot all be anticipated. The individyal would
thus have to face some problems de novo. SomCtimcs, the new
Issue might be perceived as part of some larger constellation and
@ prior political orientation might thus apply to it, Principles of
Perception or cognition and of mental organization thyg become
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important to our formulation.?® Socialization into party, how-
ever, provides another organizing principle for handling the
new issues, on which specific socialization had not been possible.
Since political parties themselves express stands on many of these
issues, the individual simply by being socialized into a party
loyalty can adopt its stand on the issue.

The theory that party tie is especially prone to family
socialization is strengthened when one notes other empirical
data, taken from large scale sample surveys, which also establish
the strong influence of the family. These studies suffer from
the inherent limitations that the survey has been administered
to a sample of adult individuals. Consequently, the measurement
of the parents’ position is retrospective, and not independent of
the subject’s or offspring’s report and the subject’s party affilia-
tion is the contemporaneous adult one rather than the one of
his formative years. While the former fact of lack of inde.
pendence might artificially inflate the value, this latter fact
should lead to the reduction of the agreement one would expect
for younger individuals who have not been exposed to the ex.
periences and counterforces of adult life. Consequently, the find-
ings should be more compelling. In addition, the findings take
on new and heightened generality in the light of the scientific
sampling of large populations.

In full recognition of the methodological limitations, Campbel]
Gurin, and Miller present a unique set of such data for the nazionaE
sample, derived from the 1952 Michigan Study.!’ They stress the
virtual absence of systematic data on this important problem of
“genetic development of personal identification with political parties.”
Table 14 reproduced from their work demonstrates the striking
correspondence in party between parent and child.

The Michigan findings not only have the virtue of demop.
strating our general thesis, but of showing in detail certain suby]a
aspects of socialization into politics by the family. Up +il] now,
we have treated the family as if it were of necessity, an ;.
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Table 14. Parental Transmission of Party Identification by Per Cent'*

Ono Don't
Both Both Democrat, Ono Domocral Both Know Noither
Parents Parents Ono or Ropublican,  Poronis About Paront
Party ldentification Democrats Republicans  Republican  Other Uncortain  Shifted Eithor Volad
Strong Democrat 36 7 12 14 n 15 5
Weak Democrat 36 9 32 23 23 21 22
Independent Democrat 10 6 10 13 13 14 14
Independent 3 4 — 10 14 5 15
Independent Republican 3 10 -~ 10 12 n 7
~
Weak Republican 6 30 22 12 14 9 9 M
Strong Republican 6 33 22 15 1 3 3 a3
None, minor party, or 2
not ascertained — 1 2 3 2 22 15 -
Total Per Cent 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 §
Number of cases 657 387 41 102 103 140 59 E
o]
-
2
o
=



AGENCIES OF SOCIALIZATION INTO POLITICS

divisible unity, whereas it may in actuality have a differentiated
political structure.!® Parents may not always agree, and the child
may be subjected to a variety of political influences within the
one family unit. And even where parents agree, the child may
still receive separate, although cumulative, influences from each
parent. The table clearly shows that where the family influences
are not solidified, the consequences are different from those
instances where both parents reinforce one another.

The earlier academic studies involving the use of intra-
family correlations provide evidence in this respect. Using tech-
niques of partial correlation, the agreement between offspring
and one parent can be determined, independent of the influence
contributed by the other parent.

. Newcomb and Svehla present the array of zero-order correla-
tfons and then an array of partial correlations. While the contribu-
tion of a second parent to the intra-family agreement varies with
Fhe attitude studied and the particular parentchild dyad studied,
In all cases the magnitude of the partials is less, demonstrating the
additive” structure of parental influences within one family.14

The Michigan survey data on the problem are also subject to
the difficulty that some of the agreement may represent the larger
social influences common even to unrelated individuals, but the
writers emphasize as West does that “party attachment, like
church preference, may tend to be passed from parent to child
and to persist into adult life.” Confirmatory survey data are
provided by a number of other studies.

Thus in the Havemann and West study of a national sample of
college graduates, retrospective data provide a demonstration of the
agreement between parental political affiliation and offspring’s affilia-
tion. Taking tht entire group, 58% belonged to the same political
party as their fathers, and “If we disregard the independents . . .
we find that 859 follow the politics of their fathers and that only
15%, have switched.”18
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In The People’s Choice similar findings are reported for a
sample of Erie County, Ohio, in the 1940 Presidential election. For
about 350 families, the agreement between voter parents and voting
children in voting preference was determined by questioning one
respondent about the preferences of other family members. For such
prent-child pairs, only “onc pair in twelve disagreed.”’® As in the
instance of the Michigan study, it should be noted that the “children”
studicd were already adults of voting age, presumably decreasing
the intra-family agreement one would find if the children were still
pre-adult. Whether the agreement on specific vote in a given elec-
tion, the index used here, tends to be more or less subject to family
influcnces than is general party loyalty is difficult to appraise. At any
rate, the agreement is again amazingly high.

Perhaps the carliest demonstration of political resemblance be-
tween parents and children is provided by G. Allport!” At Dart-
mouth College 340 undergraduates were queried shortly before the
1928 Presidential Election. A variety of measures of ideology and
personality were obtained and the student reported on his father's
and his own political preference. Allport notes that “political faith is
apparently a faith in their ancestors’ faith” since for the entire group
79°% expressed a voting preference the same as their father’s vote.

Another carly demonstration is provided by Newcomb in the
coursc of his study of Bennington College students. In October,
1936, 52 Freshman girls reported their preferences for candidates
running in the 1936 Presidential campaign and also reported on their
parents’ preferences. The marginal distributions are almost identical
for the two groups: 629 of the students were Landon supporters
and 669 of parents were reported to be Landon supporters.’®

A similar carly demonstration is provided by Fay and Middle-
ton in an inquiry among 575 undergraduates at DePauw Uni-
versity. The sample was predominantly from the Middle West and
from the upper middle class. The students reported on the party
afhliation of their parents and on their own preferences in the 1932
and 1936 Presidential eclection. 77%, of fathers were Republicans;
689 of the students reported preferences for Landon and Hoover.
The marginal distributions are very close with the students showing
some minor defections from the Republican ranks.!?
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In another study, we find data on intra-family agreement in
politics as determined by retrospective questioning of one respondent.
In The Authoritarian Personality, the subject reported both his pol-
itical preference and his father’s preference. The tendency for agree-
ment or disagrecment to occur was used as an index of a more
basic personality factor, submissiveness to parental authority, and
then employed in subsequent analyses of the determinants of
ideology. However, implicit in these analyses are data permitting us
to express the magnitude of parent-child agreement in politics for
the sample studied. Since the categories used are somewhat obscure,
it is difficult to be certain about this magnitude. At a minimum,
55% of the subjects held the same preferences as their fathers. At a
maximum 71%, showed agreement.?0

In the Elmira Panel study conducted during the 1948 Presi-
dential election, the agreement between the respondent’s vote and
father’s vote, obtained retrospectively from the respondent, was ex-
amined. Among the total group of about 500, the percentage Repub-
lican of the two-party vote was 839 for those with Republican
fathers, but only 469, for those with Democratic fathers. The dif-
ficulty alluded to earlier—that some of the agreement may be a func-
tion of common social characteristics of parents and children—is
solved in the Elmira analyscs by examining fatherchild agreement
within homogeneous class and religious groupings. From these data
it can be demonstrated that parental influence operates apart from
such factors, and further that these two types of factors (parental
and larger common social) may work either additively or in op-
position one to the other.2!

An inquiry by Kornhauser, ez al., provides data on the problem
and controls, by definition, other social characteristics of the res-
pondent.?2 A probability sample of members of the United Auto-
mobile Workers Union, living in the Detroit metropolitan area, was
queried as to their 1952 voting behavior and on their father’s pol-
itical party. All of these respondents had been exposed, by virtue of
their common union membership, to strong pro-Democratic in-
fluences from the union and shared fairly similar residential and oc-
cupational influences. Yet among those with Democratic fathers, 849
reported voting for Stevenson while among those with Republican
fathers, only 49%, voted for Stevenson.
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.

Arrhrr steds based onsample survey data provides evi-
cnparent dnld agreement in political orientation,

oo med nsolved returns from about 6ooo youth averaging
coo e and enrolled inothe 11th grade in a fairly represent-
st wnphng ot schools. The youth reported their own
vroterenve and also that of their parents. There is some
te computation of parent<hild agreement since cer-
"espressed o preference or did not report any preferences
coone Tewee nclude these indeterminate cases in the analysis, we
Cooameeratve measure of agreement the ﬁgUl'C of 50% of
“crenp having the identical party as their parents.®

romquirye Maccoby, Matthews, and Morton inter-
tioe ot 30 voung adults living in Cambridge, Massa-
wathin the agpe group 21-24 in November, 1952. The
“iorted on therr own party and candidate preference in the
{  on the preferences of their parents. As in the in-

cooclien g

t b crhier stadies, parent-child agreement is very high; “74%
crothee who an report their fathers' party preference prefer the
e v and =0 choose the same party as their mothers."?!

rosa wathin the same study confirm the point made earlier,
cnothe bass of data from the f\lichignn study and The Authon-
crii Pervoeniiny, that the family may not operate in a wnitary
wan o oas the dyeney of soclalization  into poli[ics. In the above
povresswhich treat each parent as a scparate source of influence,
“herathv the other parent’s contribution will be to reinforce the
viovw ot the parent being examined. However, on occasion some
Brusiuand wite disagreement would occur. Consequently the ﬁgurc
oty or =0 would be a maximum estimate of the agreement
when the other parent conflicts, Maccoby then presents specific data
when hath parents arce definitely of the same party. “In 86%, of the
cases where the parents are both of the same party, son or daughter
chooses tha party.”™* Thus, the difference of 10 petcentage points
CNprosses conservatively the face thar familial influence involves a
contribution from cach of the parents.

The discussion of the family as a differentiated politica
structure and the possible contradictory influences brought to
bear on the child bv the two parcnts raises the issue of the rela-
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tive importance of father vs. mother as a socializing influence
on politics. The data on the problem are rather scanty and in-
consistent.

In The People’s Choice, data are presented on resolution of
conflicts when husband and wife disagree on their initial vote in-
tention. It is established that agrecement “comes about as a result
of male dominance.” Wives show a tendency to talk over the
matter with husbands and to be aware of their husbands’ opinions.
By contrast, husbands rarcly reported talking the matter over with
their wives. Qualitative data are also presented demonstrating the
way particular women defer to their husbands’ views.?8 Considering
these data in their most specific light, they establish simply the
dominance of husband over wife. It would not necessarily follow by
the same token that the husband in Ais role of father is more in-
fluential on the child’s politics than the mother. Even if the mother
were herself to defer to the father, one would still have to consider
the child’s view of the relative importance of the two parents. How-
ever, the authors remark, although no data are presented, that when
“the relationships between father and daughter . . . are studied, we
find a similar dominance of the male in political matters.”?7

The studies of intra-family corrclations in attitude provide
much opportunity to examine whether all children agree more with
the mother or the father or whether particular dyads show closer
resemblances, e.g., father-daughter, mother-son, etc. These studies
are not consistent one with another. However, they certainly do not
give support to the finding of The People’s Choice. The parent
that is found to be more influential scems to vary with the in-

, 28

vestigation and with the attitudinal realm under study.

March reports data from a small scale study of married couples
involving the use of an experimental technique and recorded ob-
servations of the interactions of husband and wife in the determi-
nation of a decision on various political issues.?? His findings are in
support of the Newcomb and Fisher findings. He suggests a “type
of sex-specialization” in that the influence of husband vs. wife is a
function of the policy area under discussion.

The Rutgers’ studies of communication processes among youth
provide a datum which is supportive of the Lazarsfeld et al. finding.
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. Fuable 55 on page 78, the tendency of youth who discuss politics t
e U rI\‘.rr*.l(lnx; to the mother or lh'c father was determined, For
' tiy s and the two age levels studied, the father was the target
hocommunication ‘much more often than the mother,
Whether the over-all findings on the problem are incop-
i v or whether the phenomenon varies for party affliation
Sieology 1s hard to say. The former conclusion seems more

he oo the Buht of Maccoby's data:

“When the apreement in political affiliation for parent<hild s
cvarniied, “there is no evidence of the traditional father dominance’

There are onlv 21 instances in the sample in which the father
amnd nother «]i\.lur'cc on their choices of political party, but whep
they JdoL the j.'(nnll_x; person is sligh‘l)' more likcly (not Sigﬂiﬁcantly)
to tellow the mother's preference than the father's.”s0

The Family and Political Participation

Thus far. we have presented considerable evidence that the
thchividual's political orientation Is a Pl’OdUCt of socialization
essentially within the family. However, we have presented ng
cvidence on the role of the family in the development of the
mdividuag]'s political participation. Data in this area are scanty,
but nevertheless provide some support for our general over-al|
tindings on the learning process underlying all forms of political

behavior.

One suggestive demonstration in this area is provide‘d by cer-
tain evidence in The People’s Choice. 1f we take level of interest in
the clection as an index of participation, Lazarsfeld reports that
f‘““il_v influences are significant. ©, . . level of interest is contagious
f“’m one family member to another. Of the men who had a vote
'ntention and great interest in the election, only 30% claimed that
their wives did not intend to vote or did not know for whom. For
Men with less interest, the figure is 529" The finding again bears

64



AGENCIES OF SOCIALIZATION INTO POLITICS

strictly on husbands and wives, rather than parental transmission to

children. However, it is also stated that similar findings were ob-
tained with respect to children.

The data carlier presented from the Michigan 1952 study (see
Table 14 on page 59) provide some additional evidence. Thus, if one
examines the last column, one notes that individuals from families
where neither parent voted show a correspondingly greater tendency
not to form any party attachment. Similarly, individuals who can
recall nothing about their parents’ political views (which we shall
construe as meaning that the political atmosphere was certainly not

intense) show a correspondingly great tendency not to form any
party attachments.32

A study by Anderson may be used in evidence if scores on
Chapin’s social participation scale are regarded as a legitimate index
of political participation.®® Since not only membership and activity
in political organizations, but also membership and activity in other
types of organizations, is scored as participation, the evidence must
be treated as tentative. For 1176 farm families in New York State,
such scores were computed for the 2014 individual family members
over ten years of age. Intra-family correlations for all possible dyads
ranged from .55 to .76. The husband-wife correlation had the high-
est value. Male offspring showed slightly less resemblance to parents
than did female offspring, and for female offspring the agreement
with mother was much greater than with father.

The study by Meine where children’s media habits were taken
as an index of political participation also provides evidence. He
demonstrates that such aspects of participation are inculcated by the
family. Thus, among families who listen to news events, 679 of
their children also listen. However, among families who do not
listen to news, only 25% of the children listen.3

A study by Stark provides some additional evidence®® and is
suggestive of the subtlety of the process. Comparisons were made
between a group of 60 politically active adults, who participated in
a Democratic political club, and a group of 6o nonparticipants
matched in ideology and other personal characteristics. The re-
spondents reported on the political activity of their parents and
siblings. The politically active respondents were significantly more
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wov toohase active fathers, active mothers, and active siblings. The

ntribateon ot forh mother and  father again underscores our
coromr renuarks on the relevance of the sotal family structure o politi
‘ot slioaten. A more refined analysis strengthens this position. It
anoneicw ot politically active family” is obtained by scoring re-
<p mndente as to whether more than one member of their family was
aoteves oo tound that the active respondents are more likely to
fiave come from families where several members were active, Stark

then aealvees this process separately for males and females, ﬂ“d
ctahinhe s Certain differentiated patterns of socialization. The origh
pal tindbingy tor the aggrepate concealed the fact that activity among
the raale respondents is not significantly related to parcmal factors.

Byvocontost among females the contribution of a politically active
Pt cnvironment s significant, but is derived mainly from mem-
'wre ot the family other than the father; a finding somewhat
parallel to Anderson’s above. The sex difference is intriguing but
sommewhat clusive in the absence of further analysis. It may pos-
sthly be accounted for in terms of the greater independence that
the male sex role permits with conscquent attenuation of parental
mtucince (see pp. So fI.). Since the respondents had an average
A of goo ot omay also be that the larger work environment,
wihich might impinge more on males, would have attenuated par-
ental influence. The different contributions of the two parents ©
the femuale offspring are not cxplainable but certainly argues tl}“t
the process of socialization into political participation by the family
1s complex i nature.

Notes

1. ]J. Gillespic and G. Allport, Youth’s Outlook on the Future (New
York: Doubleday, 1955), p. 8.

I i indebted to Raymond Bassett's writing for this formulatiqﬂ and
an ingenious formal solution. See “Opinion Differences within lhc
Family,” Publ. Opin. Quart., I3, 1049, PP- 1120, An alterns e
method for excluding the influence of common extra-familial expert:
ences from the agreement obtained js available. Bassett obtains a0
expected value for unrelated individuals which prcsumably expresses
the net influence of all cultural factors common to the total sample
Newcomb, by computing intrafamily correlations separately for more
homogencous sub-groups of individuals, eliminates the influence 0

3]
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specific other variables which happen to characterize in common
parents and children of a given family. Thus, for example, it can be
shown from his data that these correlations on the average are not
reduced when computed separately for families within the same oc-
cupational stratum, thus permitting the inference that socio-economic
factors are not the uncontrolled source of the intra-family agreement.
Sec for example, such an illustrative table in Murphy, Murphy, and
Newcomb, Experimental Social Psychology (New York: Harper's,
1937), p. 1005. Another difficulty that may attend such studies is that
the children are often used as agents to deliver and collect the ques-
tonnaires from the parents. Helfant suggests that those children who
fulfill this obligation may constitute a selective group more attached
to their parents, and therefore the correlations may be spuriously
inflated. (See citation below.)

- S. C. Fisher, Relationships in Attitudes, Opinions, and Values among

Family Members, Univ. of Calif. Publ. Culture and Society, Vol. z,

#2, 1948, sce especially Table 12, p. 53 and Table 18, p. 76.

. R. Bassett, Op Cit.; S. C. Fisher ibid.; G. Hirschberg and A. Gilli-
land, “Parent-Child Relationships in  Atttude,” J. Abnorm. Soc.
Psychol., 37, 1942, pp. 125-130; T. Newcomb and G. Svehla, “Intra-
Family Relationships in Attitude,” Sociom., 1, 1937, pp. 180-205; T. D.
Peterson, “The Relationship Between Certain Attitudes of Parents and
Children,” Bull. 37 Purdue Univ., Studies in Higher Education 31,
Further Studies in Attitudes, Ser. 2, 1936; E. Duffy, “Attitudes of
Parents and Daughters Toward War and Toward the Treatment of
Criminals,” Psychol. Rec., 4, 1941, pp. 366-372; H. H. Remmers and
N. Weltman, “Attitude Interrelationships of Youth, Their Parents and
Teachers,” J. Soc. Psychol., 26, 1947, pp. 61-68; K. Helfant, “Parent
Attitudes vs. Adolescent Hostility in the Determination of Adolescent
Sociopolitical Attitudes,” Psychol. Monog., 66, #13, 1952; R. Stagner,
“Trends in Student Political Thought,” Sch. and Soc., 44, 1936, p.
602; J. Himelhoch, “Tolerance and Personality Needs,” Amer. Sociol.
Rev., XV, 1950, pp. 79-88; C. Morgan and H. H. Remmers, “Liberalism
and Conservatsm of College Students as Affected by the Depression,”
Sch. and Soc., 41, 1935, 780484; A. Harris, H. H. Remmers, and
C. Ellison, “The Relation between Liberal and Conservative Atttudes
in College Students and Other Factors,” J. Soc. Psych., 3, 1932, 320-
336.

- For a discussion of this alternative possibility and some methods and
data bearing on the reciprocal flow of influence, see Fisher, Op. Cit.,
p- 37.

. For additional evidence that rebellion does not account even for such
extreme deviance as Communist party membership in the U. 8., see
G. Almond, The Appeals of Communism (Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 1954), Pp- 221-224. Helfant also provides direct evidence
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winhoaw cwentially negative. Two tests of the child's hostility o
cvtrapunitiveness were administered and scores were correlated with
th~ thres attitude scores. Only 2 of the 6 correlations were significantly
srierent trom cero and none of these exceeded the values obtained
tor the parent child intercorrelations. Op. Cit.
Dhurect evidence 15 also providcd against the theory by a Purdue
Oprnion Poll ain which o national sample of high school youfh were
hed wathorespect tooa series of decisions, “whose feelings or
orenone would vou consider more important: people of your own
of vour parents (or people their age)?” While peers were re.
warded s more important for such realms as party apparel, clubs
o pean, and personal grooming, over half the youth regarded parents
an tnore amportant on matters of politics, whereas only oneifth
rescarded therr peers as more important. Purdue Opinion Poll #34,

1A 3

Murphyv, Murphv, and Newcomb, Op. Cit., pp. 1035-1037.

Crp Chr,

1. West, Plarnedle, US. 4. (New York: Columbia Press, 1945), p. 85.
See the similar observations reported by the Lynds for Middletown,
RS Lvnd, and H. M. Lynd, Middletown (New York: Harcourt,
1,00), ]‘. 415,

A separate essav on these principles and their relevance to political
behavior has been planned as part of the program of the Political
Inventory,

Op. Cur pp. o7-107. Sce the tests made of possible response errors
due o retrospection the result of which support the validity of the
provedure.

Ih1d. "The table is reproduced with minor omissions from Table
.S, I)P' O0O.

- Fo Lavarsfeld, ef al. in The People's Choice (New York: Columbia
Press, 1048), present data supporting the fact that the family is
generally homogencous in political viewpoint. However, this empirical
datum was demonstrated for one particular sample in Erie County in
tago. Inspection of the marginal frequencies in the Michigan study
for parental party affiliation shows that while difference between
husband and wife is characteristic of only a minority of the nationdl
samiple, it is not that rare. Morcover, the theoretical problem still
applies whether father and mother cumulate influence or counteract
one another.

Op. Cir. Attempts have been made to infer which particular parents
have most influence on children of both sexes, or which sexed child
is most prone to influence, or whether particular dyads have closer
channels of influence. The data are not thoroughly consistent. For a
Summuary see Fisher, Op. Cit., p. 89.

E. Havemann and P. West, They Went to College (New York: Har-
court, 1952), p. I117.

P
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Op. Cit. See p. 141 of the text for the finding and Footnote #s5 in
the Appendix, p. 172, for some bricf treatment of the method em-
ployed. The description given is somewhat obscure and the exact

methodology is difficult to determinc.
G. Allport, “The Composition of Political Attitudes,” Amer. . Sociol.,

35, 1929-30, pp. 220-238.

T. M. Newcomb, Personality and Social Change (New York: Dryden
Press, 1943), p. 28. Since no cross-tabulation is presented of student
preference by parent preference, the finding is not precise evidence.
However, Newcomb's detailed analysis of this relationship for sub-
sequent years at Bennington is most rclevant to our problem and will
be discussed below.

P. Fay and W. Middleton, “Certain Factors Related to Liberal and
Conservative Attitudes of College Students: II. Father’s Political Pref-
erence; Presidential Candidates Favored in the 1932 and 1936 Elce-
tions,” . Soc. Psychol., 11, 1940, pp. 107-119.

T. Adorno, et al., The Authoritarian Personality (New York: Harper,
1950). The difficulty in dctermining the magnitude of such agreement
arises from the use of such categories as “blank™ on preference. If
we interpret the “blanks” as having some substantive meaning for
political preference, and include such respondents we arrive at the
minimum figure. If we regard such cases as simply representing
omissions, on whom we have no data permitting them to be classified
politically, we arrive at the maximum figure. In all probability, the
latter interpretation is more legitimate. /bid., Table 14 (V), p. 193, for
the raw data used by us.

B. Berelson, P. Lazarsfeld, and W. McPhee, Voting (Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1954), Chart XXXVII, p. 89; Chart XXXVIII,

. GO.

g. Kornhauser, ez al., When Labor Votes (New York: University
Books, 1956), p. 43-

N. Young, F. Mayans, Jr. and B. Corman, “The Political Preferences

of Adolescents,” Teachers Coll. Rec., 54, 1953, pp. 340-344.
E. Maccoby, R. Matthews, and A. Morton, “Youth and Political

'Change," Publ. Opin. Quart., 18, 1954, pp. 23-39. An intcresting

demonstration of the consistency of general findings on parentchild
agreement is provided by comparing the Cambridge, 1952 finding
with the 1948 Elmira findings for the sub-group of voters aged 21-25.
In Elmira, the number of cases is very few, about 40. Nevertheless,
just as Maccoby found 74% agreement with father, Elmira found
“about 75%, of the first voters . . . sided with their fathers.” Op. Cut.,

p- 8o.
lbid., p. 27.
Op. Cit, pp. 141-142. A study conducted many years ago seems to

establish this phenomenon as a more generalized one. Moore observed
street conversations in New York City and reported that women defer
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in the conversational pattern to the male. However comparative study
of 200 conversations in London reports the reverse pattern of male
deferring to the conversational lead of the women. See, H. T. Moore,
“Further Data Concerning Sex Differences,” . Abnorm. Soc. Psychol.,
17, 1922, pp. 210-214; C. Landis, “National Differences in Conversa-
vons.” [. tbnorm. Soc. Psychol., 21, 1927, pp. 354-357.

Op. Cu., p. 132, The statement is somewhat obscure and one can-
not tell whether it means mother-child agreement was examined and
found less significant or simply that male father dominates female
child. Probably the latter is meant if one can judge by the handling
of the same pr'ublcm in the follow-up study of Elmira where mother's
preference is not discussed in the chapter on parental transmission.
Sce for example, Fisher's comments on her study and earlier findings,
Op. Cut., pp. 87-89, or the illustrative table of such correlations in
Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb, Op. Cit., p. 1004.

J. March, “Husband-Wifc Intcraction Over Political Issues,” Publ.
Opin. Quart., 17, 1953-54, pp. 461-470.

Op. Ciz, p. 27.

Op. Cit., p. 142,

Op. Cit., p. 99. The reader will note that the category denoting the
respondent’s behavior includes not only “no attachment” but also
“minor party” attachment or “not ascertained.” However, it is obvious
that this is a very small part of the total numbers.

W. A. Anderson, “The Family and Individual Social Participation,”
Amer. Sociol. Review, 8, 1043, pp. 420-424.

Op. Cit., p. 207.

P. Stark, “Some Decterminants of Political Activity Among Liberals”
(unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Columbia University, 1957), pp.

28, 42-47.



Politieal Stability or Change

and the Role of Other Agencies

of Socialization

For the area of political orientation and the specific
aspect, party affiliation, we have demonstrated the greas influ-
ence of the family on the child’s behavior. Moreover, some of
the studies cited earlier dealt with adult voters or young voters,
who were children only in the special sense of their status rela-
tive to their own parents. This, while a limitation for our earlier
discussion on pre-adult socialization processes, is an especially
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t g advantage for our present discussion, These studies mugt
gy that the influence while a non-adult has persisted and
atlienced the child on into his adult life. Given the great and
prorsintent intluence, it appears that POlitiC&l life would move in
11 N h.mgmg course—children mirroring parents, their chj).
dren mirroring them, and so on into the endless future. There
cven seems to he other incidental data cited in these same studies

which enhance this image.

Thus. The People’s Choice remarks that “the political homoge.
ney of the family may extend over several generations. Our pane]
mcmbers were asked, Do you consider that your family (Parcnts,
standparents) have always been predominantly Democratic or pre.
e vlmn.mlly Rc[ml\licnn?. Fu“y three-fourths of the rcspondents with
vote antentions in September followed the political lead of thejr
farnilics. !

In the Michigan study, wherein it was demonstratcd.th.at the
parents’ party atfiliation produccd a corresponding party tie In the
child, the claboration of the offsprings’ voting history was obtained,
FFrom the retrospective report of the individual’s first vote for the
president, ir is noted that “three-fourths of the people who report
their first vote as going to one or the other of the two major parties
stlll associated themselves to some degree with the same party.”
Other evidence is presented on the constancy of party attachment
by asking the individual if he had ever thought of himself as hay.
ing the contrary party tic. The inconstancy over the individual’s
history ranged for groups varying in strength of party identifica.
ton from a minimum of zero to a maximum of 30%.2 For the
INconstant group, it is established that this was merely a temporary
instnhility on the part of those Republicans who “strayed into the
Roosevelt camp in 1932 and 1936.” Individuals were also asked if
they had always voted for the same party, and it is found that such
constancy is true for about two-thirds of the votersS

On the surface, the Erie County Study suggests a kind of
never ending belt of parental transmission and a consequent
unchanging pattern of politics. Similarly, the Michigan study
S¢ems to argue the stability of adult politics starting from roots
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in family life. But, certainly there is something paradoxical in-
volved, for there has been political change as a consequence of
voting behavior. We have traced the roots of stability, but where
are the sources of instability and change?

First it should be noted that usually we have been exam-
ining the growth within given individuals of such political senti-
ments as party affiliation and ideology. This level of description
is not the same as the level of description which deals with the
aggregate voting behavior of the electorate in particular elections.
There are many points of play within this larger system of na-
tional voting whereby these stable psychological phenomena
could nevertheless lead to political change. These points of play
within the larger system and the distinction between the two
levels of description go far to resolve the paradox.

1. Lubell has suggested one such factor. Granted that children
mirror their families’ politics, change could come about
through differential birth rates occurring within given classes
of the population at given points in time and thereby alter-
ing the social composition of the electorate at given moments
in history. Thus, without denying the psychological stability
of the child’s politics, Lubell argues that in the period be-
ginning about 1900, there was a greatly expanded group of
potential voters from families of immigrants, urban dwellers,
and lower socio-economic groups.* For example, a measure
of differential birth rates for political groups is available in
the Michigan 1952 election study. In a special analysis of these
data for the sample in Western States, De Grazia reports
the number of children in school among parents of given
political preferences.® Thus, among “strong Democrats,” 34%
had school age children, whereas among “strong Repub-
licans” only 20%, had school age children. Our concern is
not with the specific content of Lubell’s assertion, which is
readily amenable to empirical treatment, but rather with
the exemplification of the general argument about the distinc-
tion between psychological processes and net results in the
political arena.

2. In some of the studies presented earlier, for example, The
People’s Choice, we are dealing with current interaction
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within the family in the course of a political campaign.
Under such conditions, the family’s sway over the actual
preference for a given cundidate or its influence on the actual
casting of a vote may be considerable. However, the phe-
nomenon that would be of more general significance for our
discussion would be the influence on the individual of
soctalization by a family no longer present. This is, after all,
the essence of socialization—the internalization within the
individual of another’s views. For such phenomena, the
family at best can transmit a generalized orientation towards
a given party or a given ideology. But, the concrete voting
situation involves the interplay of such ideological or party
variables and specific reactions to the candidate or to the
transicnt issucs of the campaign. Consequently, the parental
influences may be as previously described, but yet the
emergence of especially strong issue or candidate considera-
tions may attenuate family influence on the vote. While this
would not occur frequently, it obviously can and has hap-
pened.® )
Apart from the oricntation toward a party or a candx.datc in
a specific election, the parental influence 1s essentially to
make a child have a certain preference, but.“./hether these
preferences are translated into the overt fzct:mt.y of voting
may be a function of many other considerations, Conse-
quently, political change .may come about 'thro;lgh differen-
tial patterns of turn-out in particular elections.

Where parental patterns of preference are ?vell established,
we have documented the transmission to children. Bu, this
is to ignore the frequency of instances where no clear di.
rectives comec from the parents. Then, the child is so.t0.
spcak uncommitted or perhaps committed to be uncom-
mitted. Influences of a variety of other sorts, mcluding tran-
sicnt ones, operating on this group can then be a force for
change. We have already alluded to instances »\(here there
are differentiated views among husband and Wlf_e with a
conscquent mixed effect on the child. However, inspection
of the Michigan data, presented in Table 14 on page 58, which
provides unique national estimates, shows that there was a
sizcable number of families who provided no partisan so-
cialization into politics; these include families where nejther
parent voted or where the intensity was so minimal that the
child cannot recall the politics of parents. These groups plus
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the families with mixed political sentiments comprised over
one-quarter of the national sample—a sizeable bloc in the
determination of an election.

A related phenomenon is presented in the Maccoby study. De-
tailed data establish that there is a small minority of families who
transmit the clear directive, that they are noz partisans, but “inde-
pendents.” In the Cambridge sample, this group was less than 109,
in magnitude, but it is shown that their children are considerably
more likely to become “independents,” than children from partisan
parents. However, it is also shown that such children are in part
drained into the camps of the two parties. (That is, their tendency
to be “independents” is not as great as the tendency of Republican
or Democratic parents to produce Republican or Democratic chil-
dren.) Thus, these children are more influenced by other consid-
erations.8

5. We documented carlier a phenomenon which may be relevant
to the problem of political change. We had observed that
parental influence seems to be stronger in the transmission
of party loyalty than in the transmission of the logically
congruent area of ideology. At that point we dwelt on the
possible explanations of this differential process, but not on
all of its consequences. We might suggest—without any
present basis in fact—that such a disparity creates some
ground for instability in voting or political behavior. If
party choice were firmly rooted in an ideological context, it
would presumably be better sustained. The fact that an
ideology, discrepant from the aczual and explicit goals of a
party which an individual had inherited early in life, is
open to other lines of development later in life may ulti-
mately produce a conflict for him and a breakdown of his
loyalty to that party.?

6. Finally it should be noted that the studies presented earlier
all show that a small proportion of children deviate from
the views of their parents. This group provides some force
for political change, and in close elections could well be
crucial. The earlier findings were expressed in percentage or
correlational terms and do not convey the numbers involved,
which is the appropriate calculation in relation to elections.
Maccoby conveys this latter logic nicely in the course of her
analysis. She observes that the defections from the parental
party allegiance are smaller in proportion for Democratic
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familics, but she remarks: “In a Democratic stronghold like
Cambridge, there arc so many more sets of Democratic than
Republican parents, that the small proportion of young peo-
ple switching from Democratic to Republican party allegiance
more than offscts numerically the larger proportion of young

people switching from  the Republican allegiance of their
parents mto the Democratic party."10

The individuals who depart from the patterns of their par-
ents presumably are influenced by other agencies of socialization
which operate in some systematic way at some points in the
chil(.l's' life. In addition, there may be a host of experiences,
reminiscent of the other modes of attitude formation which
.\\\\m\\ deseribed, which intrude. Consequently, we turn to such
Porces and agenaes,

Ax one model for the complex process, we might general]
expect parental influence towane somewhat as the individua)
grows up. He s widening his experiences and may well cop.
ont other groups presenting different norms for ?olitical Ccon-
dict O1 course, these new experiences and agcncxes may alsg
wpport the views ol p:\rcms.. but the Pa.ttcrmng of life -15 not
that umform. nterference with the original parental guidance
v bound to crop UP.“ o ‘

\We turn first to the detailed examination of the studies i,
volving intra family correlations in attitude where certain subtle
timhn;;\ are \uggc:\'ii\'c of the interaction of parents and other
agendies of wocialization. Here we should expect the correlationg
o decline somewhat with age as other groups intrude.

I two of the studies, data are available on the intrafami]
agrcement for children in different age groups. We should
expect the older children to show less agreement with their
parents, because of the wider array of influences they experi-
cnce with age and independence.

Remmers and Weltman report that the intra-family correlation

for children in grades g-10 is 9o whereas for children in Grades
IR T T
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Newcomb and Svehla present data for three age groups. These
groups all tend to be somewhat on the old side thus minimizing a
real gradient of change; the youngest group being 19 or under, the
oldest being 24 and over. For the two areas that have political
relevance, “war” and “communism,” the correlation between parent
and child attitude declines slightly with age.!®

Going back to the early work in child development, one
finds evidence from other types of studies in support of the
waning influence of parents as other agencies emerge.

Hall reports on an early study which confirms this general
picture. About 2000 children were asked what they would do in
the instance of a conflict between teachers and parents. Among young
children, parental authority was preferred. A marked decline in
Parental authority began about age cleven and reached its maximum
fiecline about age fifteen. Correspondingly there was an increase
in the preference for teacher’s authority.

Hill, in his study of identification with adult figures, reports
that boys, with age, show a declining identification with parents.
However, girls continue to show a considerable idealization of
parents.1®

Havighurst and Taba, using several modern variants on these
techniques, report on children’s ego-ideals for children living in a
small mid-Western city.1® Comparable data were obtained for a
group of ten-year olds and a group of sixteen-year olds. The older
group name fewer family figures as ego-ideals. Using different
techniques, these investigators also establish the waning influence
with age of familial environment on character development. A test
of the relations within the family was devised and scores were
correlated with ratings of the child’s moral traits. Among ten-year
olds, the correlations for the different traits ranged from .5 to .8; for
thirteen-year olds from .2 to .4; for sixteen-year olds from .2 to .3.

Using media behavior or communication as indicative of
these processes, we find considerable evidence in support of the
general model.
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faumilics. but she remarks: “In a Democratic stronghold like
Cambridge, there are so many more sets of Democratic than
Republican parents, that the _small proportion of young peo-
ple switching from Democratic to Republican party allegiance
more than offscts numerically the larger proportion of young
people switching from tht.t RCpubjilf)an allegiance of thejr
parents 1nto the [Democratic party.

‘I'he individuals who depart from the patterns of their par-
cnts prcsum;lbly are influenced bX other agencies of s?ciali'zation
which operate in some systematic Way at some points in the
child's life. In addition, there may be a host of experiences,
reminiscent of the other modes of attitude formation which
Allport desceribed. which intrude. Consequently, we turn to such
forces and agencies.

As one model for the complex process, we might generally
expect parental influence to wane somewhat as the individys]
grows up. He is widening his experiences and may well ¢op.
front other groups presenting different norms for political cop.
duct. Of course, these new experiences and agencies may algg
support the views of parents, but the patterning of life is poy
that uniform. Interference with the original parental guidapce
is bound to crop up.”

We turn first to the detailed examination of the studies iy,
volving intra-family correlations in attitude where certain subtle
findings are suggestive of the interaction of parents and other
agencies of socialization. Here we should expect the correlations
to decline somewhat with age as other groups intrude,

In two of the studies, data are available on the intra—family
agreement for children in different age groups. We should
expect the older children to show less agreement with their
parents, because of the wider array of influences they experi-
cnce with age and independence.

Remimers and Weltman report that the intra-family correlation

for children in grades g-10 i1s .go whereas for children in Grades
T1-12 1t 1s 79,12
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rades. They show that political discussion as such increases with
age, but the direction of such discussion increasingly goes to peers
rather than to parents. While discussion with parents does not de-
cline in absolute terms, its magnitude relative to other sources does
decline. Other data in these studics show that this is part of a gen-
eral tendency for communication on all topics to flow to peers with
age, and politics is simply carried along with the general trend.

Additional evidence in support of this model is available
from the Elmira study.

The agreement between father’s political prefercnce and child’s
vote in 1948 is presented separately for various age groups of. voters.
By contrast with the data presented thus far, al_l these individuals
are adult and subject to a greater fux of experience thafl the age
groups just described. However, in another perspective, 1t is clear
that the young voters, 21-25, have had less possibility of diverse
experiences than the voters in older age groups, €g- 35744 or 45
and over. The data show a progressive and continuous reduction
in parent<child agrecement for each successive age group.20

Newcomb’s Bennington study provides a similar demonstration.
It will be recalled that the student reported on her own preference
in the 1936 Presidential election and on the parents’ preferences.
Comparisons were made of the distributions of parent and daughter
prcfcrenccs for freshman vs. sophomore vs- junior and senior years
to determine the influence of the relatively homogeneous Bennington
environment which intervened during these years. The findip S
demonstrate that the distribution of student preferences, almost idengi-
cal with parent preferences during the first year of college, diVerges

considerably from parent preferences by the sg;)homore Year and
becomes markedly different by the senior year.

The studies of intra-family agreement in attitude proyide
one other type of evidence which inferentially supports oy no.
tion of the attenuation of parental influence as the child Comes
into contact with new groups through age and indepcndence_

In these studies, the agreement in VIEWS t_x:twccn siblings is
sometimes determined. If parental political environment were 4 o
sole source, one would expect siblings to show a high Tesemblance
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Newcomb o summarizing such data indicates that the agreements
are ondv maoderate and in some instances rather low. He notes the
Lictors of age or sex of the two siblings do not seem important, and
condludes that the differential absorption of views must therefore
be due an part o Upersonality differences, including child—parem
and wibling relationships™ and to “those complicated chains of events
which result in different circles of acquaintances and  differen
spheres of intluence among members of the same family.”22

We shall return Jater to personality factors as they mediate
these more general processes. For the moment we wish to e,
phasize the second conclusion that siblings, sharing the same
famihal influences, nevertheless, diverge presumably becauge
other sources of influence are not shared in common by them.

I Tine with our general model, we might also expect cep.
tan sex differences in these growth processes. Age presumably
biings freecdom and independence with consequent opportunjt
to orient oneself to others besides parents. We shall assume
that the male sex role permits greater independence and con-
cervably the attentuation of the parental influence opn politics

should be greater.

In the study of a national sample of college graduates, it was
demonstrated that a small proportion of the graduates deviated from
the politics of their parents. In examining these defections, which
came mainly from Democratic families, it is established that sons
defected much more frequently than daughters.®®

In the studies of intra-family agreement in attitude, the fing.
ings, while not conclusive in all studics, show a consistent pattern,
Fisher and Newcomb and Svehla report that daughtcrs resemble
parents attitudinally more than sons do.?*

In The People’s Choice, respondents were asked where they
obtained most of the information or imprcssions that were respon-
stble for the formation of their vote. Impersonal sources such g
media were studied, but among human agents of influence, three
types were analyzed, “relatives,” “business contacts,” and “friends
or ncighbors.” When the relative influence of these three agencies
is examined, it is very clear that men are essentially influenced by
business contacts whereas women report influence predominantly
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from relatives. While these data refer to adult voters participating
in the election, we may legitimately regard this adult pattern as
expressive of a more general process, consistent with our other data,
in which women would be more cxclusivcly subjcct to the socializa-
tion influence of family.?5

Comparative data from England are available for a panel study
conducted during the General Election of 1950 on a sample of the
electorate of Greenwich.26 Women discussed politics with family
members much more often than with friends or co-workers. Men
by contrast direct discussion mainly to co-workers and thereafter
equally to friends or family members.

In Elmira similar sex differences are obtained. Respondents
were asked with whom they had discussed politics and to whom
they would go to discuss a political question. Married women were
more prone to mention a family member than were married men.2

Reéxamination of the findings of the Rileys for sex differences
(see Table 15, page 78) gives some small confirmation of the point
we are making about sex differences. The changes in direction of
communication were presented separately for boys and girls, and
it was to be noted that the magnitude of change in the direction of
peers is about the same for both sexes. It is to be noted, however, that
boys at the younger age level do not direct their political communi-
cations to mothers as much as girls do.

From these many different strands, we see that the relative
influence of parental norms declines as peers and other agencies
exert their influence on the growing individual. The conse-
quences of this process in a summary form may be seen in other

data collected by Maccoby.

She obtained agreement in political party affiliation between the
young voter and three other non-parent groups, friends, fellow-
workers, and spouse. “Seventy-seven per cent of the married young
voters had the same party preference as their spouses; 64% had the
same party preference as the majority of their friends, and 46% of
those who worked agreed in party choice with the majority of their
fellow-workers.”?8 As is pointed out, these figures probably reflect
two processes, the choice of like-minded individuals by the respon-
dent and their actual influence on his views. It is clear, however,
from the juxtaposition of these findings with her findings on parent-
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wureement that the parental source is still the most powerful
at thes soace of life.

-~

The Elmira data provide several findings parallel to the
Moccoby nindings.

Voot we examune the young age group, 21-25, for the agree-
“wrween the respondent’s vote and the vote of the three close
e erecment 1s obtained in 53%; of the cases. Elmira docu-
ente the tac that such friend-respondent mutual agreement in-

ceiier stk ipe. Whether this represents the opportunity with time

‘.~ sniiordual to iron out the inconsistencies in his social life

azd ot torm stable associations with like-minded individuals, or

the oncurrent operation of the fact (previously documented) that

the vounger individual s relatively more bound to parents than to
cther croupmgs or both processes is hard to say.?

While the Elmira data support the Cambridge data on the
lewner suniticance of friends, the findings on spouses’ influence
dafer. An analvsis is presented of the voting preferences of Te-
v onedents {n.m'gi\-cn parental political traditions, now married 1o
trbisduals of given political views. Thus it is possible to deter.
e whether the parcntal family pattern ove‘rndcs t.he contemporary
(conqugal) family's influence. “Voling"}j) adjusted in the contempo-
raryv group at the expense of parents.

Again. the difference between the two sets of findings may
well be a function of the age levels studied. It seems thoroughly
plausible among older individuals, married for Iong periods of
rime, that the contemporary family would assert itself over 4
long gone Pnrcntal influence. By contrast, the Cambridgc study
must have dealt with a relatively newly married group perhaps
«till dominated by parental ties. o

An cquivalent demonstration of the rClathff influence of
parents vs. others is available for the realm of ideology from
onc study using intra-fami]y correlations.

In the Remmers and Weltman study, the correlation in ideology

for the parentchild pair was .86. The parallel correlation was com.
puted for the teacher-child pair and the value obtained was .65
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Another demonstration in the ideological realm is provided
by the classic studies in The Character Education Inquiry.
While the specific dimension is that of moral values, the data
are included because of their almost unique features.

In 1925 over onc thousand children in the fifth through ninth
grades in a number of small suburban towns and one small city
were given a test of “moral knowledge.” The same test was ad-
ministered independently to a variety of other individuals regarded
as the sources of the child’s values, parents, public-school teachers,
Sunday School teachers, etc. On the basis of a sociometric type of
question on friendship, the best friends (already administered the
test) could be examined as another source of influence. The correla-
tions between children’s values and the values of these other possible
sources of influence, presented in Table 16 express the hierarchy of
influence3? It can be seen that for these young children the parents
far outweigh other parties as agents of socialization.

Table 16. Resemblances in Moral Knowledge Between
Children and Various Agents of Socialization as Obtained
by the Character Education Inquiry

Agent of Socialization Correlation N
Parents 55 416
Friends 35 1020
Club leaders 14 204
Public-school teachers .06 695
Sunday School teachers .002 205

Table 17. Increased Resemblance in Moral Values
Between Child and Peers with Age3

Grade Correlation N
9 25 181
8 21 237
7 .23 328
[ .05 157
5 15 168
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Reievant 1o our carlier discuss%on of the differentiated structure
ind variations 30 influence of parents, Hartshorne
the resemblance of child to mother vs. father,
when the other p.lrcm's influcnce is -cxcmd‘:d' The Partial 1" for
nother hild resemblanee is much. higher than for father.

While the intluence of peers is small for the group in the ag-
creoate, Hartshorne and May show that peer influence, followin
e reases with age. The data are presented in Table 17

o1 the tamly
Lol Ny analvze

colir rhr \i("..

cnothe prosious page

PParticipation and Other
Agencies of Socialization

Oyur discussion of the rise of other agencies of socializatiog
lhias thus far been in terms of the political orientations that are
Cransmitted, These different agencies might also transmit norms
with respect to sheer political participation. One datum in the
Rutgers' study s relevant** The influence from peers in
cotrae of development was hypothesized as Operating in the dje
rection of norms of youth culture, which has generally bee-
dentificd  with irresponsibility and the repudiation of adu?
rojes. (‘.()n\'ulllcnll,\" a small samplc of hlgh school youth WC[‘t
Liwiticd on the basis of a number of special measures into the
categorics -~Pnrcm—“riC‘“Cd” vs. “peer oriented.” In conform; :
with the hypothesis, it was found that the “peer orjentegd” youth
were less interested in politics, and less desirous of being inter

ested.

Individual Differences and
Agencies of Socialization

Thus far we have suggested certain other agencies which
would probably intervene generally in the development of most
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individuals and which would attenuate the influence of the
family on the child’s politics. We turn now to other experiences
occurring more capriciously in the lives of particular or occa-
sional individuals and influencing their political development.

1. SociaL MosiLiTY:

By virtue of mobility, some individuals would confront groups
and experiences quite different in character from those in their
parental milieu and changes in political orientation might occur.
A number of studies give support to this view.

Havemann and West present data on the party identification
of a large national sample of college graduates. As previously noted,
these individuals follow closely the political orientation of their
families. However, among the small group who change, the shift
appears related to social mobility. Among those graduates who came
from Democratic families, the proportion who themselves are Demo-
crats declines markedly in the higher income brackets. However,
among individuals of Republican origins, low income does not alter
their Republican orientation.3%

These data suggest that only upward mobility produces an
attenuation of parental influence, and appear interpretable not
so much in terms of new group membership and the correspond-
ing experiences, but in terms of reference group concepts. The
upward mobile person gladly absorbs the norms of the new
group, but those who move down maintain their former ref-
erence groups; they cling to the values of the former and more
prestigious group. The Havemann and West finding for adult
college graduates is confirmed in the Maccoby study.

Within the sample of Cambridge youth, groups were identified
as non-mobile, upward-mobile, and downward-mobile on the basis
of the relationship between father’s job and child’s job. The upward
mobile approximate the party identification of their new group,
whereas, the downward mobile maintain the party identification
of the class from which they originated.3® One contradiction occurs
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between these two studies. In the Havemann and West study, the
defections from the IDemocratic party among the upward mobile
tended to flow into the category of “independent voters” among the
younger group of graduates (those under 40). It is as if in the re-
jection of the parents’ influence, the individual finds it difficult w0
cross all the way over into the ranks of the other party. By con-
trast, in the Maccoby study which dealt with the age group 21-24,
there was a striking tendency for the upward mobile youth to iden-
tify with the opposite party, and nor to identify themselves as
“independents.”

The Elmira study also demonstrates the influence of mobility in
attenuating parental influence on the child’s vote. The analysis is
limited essentially to upeardly mobile children, but it establishes,
for example, the fact that upwardly mobile children from Demo-
cratic parcents are more likely to become Republican than those who
have not been mobile.’™ The data of the Maccoby study and the
Elmira study arc not presented in ways sufficiently comparable to
make precise comparisons. However, it appears that the influence of
mobility in altering preference is much greater in the Cambridge
youth than in the total group cxamined in Elmira. The ﬁnding
Is intriguing and warrants some tentative explanation. One might
conjecture that the upward mobile yourk is just beginning his ascent,
and that his horizon is perhaps limitless with consequences for his
politics. By contrast, this particular Elmira analysis includes indi-
viduals of all age levels and perhaps many whose transit has been
terminated or aborted, with consequent attenuating influences on
their move into the Republican ranks.*® Or perhaps the difference
may be a function of a more general psychological tendency of youth

to be less bound by tradition and habit and sentiment than older
people.

2. GrocraruicaL MosiLiry:

We have documented the fact that children moving into higher
strata than their parents may break from the Democratic politi-
cal tradition of their parents. In part, this reflects their assump-
tion of a new reference group and in part is the consequence of
new experience. By the same token, geographical mobility would
often bring a child into a new political world and thereby
attenuate parental influence. Earlier the fact was noted that
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some of the parent-child resemblance observed in many studies
may reflect the common social characteristics and corollary ex-
periences they share. But in addition, the larger environment of
the individual, if stable, would generally not conflict with the
views of parents. We need only think for example, of residence
in the South as illustrative of the latter situation. The Southern
child absorbing Democratic party ties from his parents finds
them confirmed by his larger environment, and by the other
agencies of socialization into politics.*® Now, if such an indi-
vidual at some stage in his development moved to a Northern
and Republican community, he would confront many agencies
and experiences which might attenuate his historic party pref-
erence.** We find only one study which directly examines this
effect of mobility, but the Elmira and Cambridge study infer-
entially support this argument.

In the study of the national sample of college graduates, the
party afhliations of four groups of graduates were examined: non-
mobile graduates reared and remaining in either the North or the
South, and geographically mobile graduates reared in South or
North who have moved to the other region. While the geographically
mobile depart from the political pattern exhibited by the stationary
graduates, they do not approximate the politics of the region into
which they have moved. Similar to the finding reported above for
social mobility, movement from South to North produces more de-
parture from the Democratic pattern traditional for Southerners than
movement from North to South produces departure from traditional
Republican ties. If we examine the specific influences of geographi-
cal mobility from South to North in producing defection from
father’s politics, it is observed that 739, of stationary Southerners
maintain their father’s politics, in contrast to the 529/ for South-
erners who have moved North.4!

Elmira and Cambridge are communities of a predominant
political tone, respectively Republican and Democratic. If the pre-
dominant influence of an area can attenuate the parental influence,
we should expect parent-child resemblance to be less for Democrats
in Elmira, and less for Republicans in Cambridge.4

In Cambridge, 819, of respondents from Democratic fathers
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are Democratic, whereas among Republican fathers, the figure is
60%,.*3 In Elmira, by contrast, among the comparable age.grOpr
(21-25), of those with Republican fathers 829, voted Republican in
1948 but of those with Democratic fathers only 6%, voted Demo-
cratic.#* The larger political atmosphere attenuates parental influ-
ence for that group that is deviant or in the minority. The under-
pinnings of the process may be seen even better if we contrast the
findings of the two studies on the resemblances of respondents to
other socialization agents—their friends and co-workers. As both
studies remark, volition no doubt enters into patterns of association,

Table 18. The Political Resemblance of Friends and
Co-Workers as Related to the General Political Com-
plexion of the Community#¢

CAMBRIDGE
YOUNG VOTERS WHO ARE
Republican Democratic
Friends Mostly
Republican 52 12
Democratic 28 74
Independent or 50-50 20 14
N= 71 203
Co-Workers Mostly
Republican 35 27
Democratic 42 52
Independent or 50-50 23 21
N= 48 132
ELMIRA
VOTERS WHO ARE
Republican Democratic
Three Friends
All Republican 55 9
All Democratic 3 47
Other Combinations 42 44
N= 481 191
Three Co-Workers
All Republican 45 10
All Democratic 4 28
Other Combinations 51 62
N= 224 138
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and individuals are eager to find Likc-nunded i 0
tion applies equally well 0 Democrave and Koy
Volition apart, in Elmira, it would be harde: 0

find Democratic associates, whercas n Cambe: i -
harder to find Republican associates. Thus, th- -
would obtain less reinforcement for his pareztl ;.
primary group ties he could develop. The (iri-
sented in Table 18 summarized from the tw. '
the Kornhauser study of Detroit automaobnle sz
a similar proccss.‘5 In 1952, the automolils . sl
parents was CXpOSCd to prcdumin;mlh prec Dy
from his co-workers, official Democrate supy o

the Prcdominan[ly Democratic atmosphere

Now if parental inﬁucnccs were not atten i

forces, the transmission from parcnt to ctfspri

itude for Republican and Demenrazi jace:--

in magn
the Democratic fathers produced a Demeorar:

Republican fathers transmitted a Republican oo

3. REBELLION AND THE ATTENUATION oF Paybre oo

We carlicr suggcstcd as a model for the (i("-‘(‘fn;‘:n"::'

cal views that with age and new experienoe.

gradually grow away from exclusive attachment +, e

take on the po]i[ical complexion of other group.: 1o

ers, co-workers, and wives. Such new agences b

vcn[jon should bC rcgardcd as a n(;rm.'l] state of aria: o,

the United States their operation normally v nor g

of parents. Considerable data have been presented v, o

cxample, that despite the presence of such prouse o,

ate oriented to parents—perhaps cven more strangly iy

other groups. Moreover, all these groups mav hold o oy, o
fitical orientation so that no conflict or opposntion ol

the individual so selects them that no conflicts o ST T

considerable evidence has been reported that megative oyl

tions are a great rarity in the many studics of intra fannle o

semblance in attitude, strongly suggesting that mosr childyen (o,

not manifest rebellion against parents in the form of taking on
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an opposing view of politics. However, in a small number of
instances, it mayv be the case that rebellion from parents is in-

tense and manifests itself along political lines.

Pata on the problem are provided by Maccoby for the Cam-
bridge study. Once indirect measure of such rebellion is provided by
a question on the amount of parental control exercised over the
youth: the assumption being that the greater control would pro-
duce greater impulse to rebel. Such strictness of control was related
to an “index of political change by young voter” from the parental
views, and the data, in somewhat abbreviated form are presented in

Table r1g.

Table 19. The Relation of Strictness of Parental Control
to Political Change from Parents’ Views Among Cam-
bridge Youthi8

PARENTS HAD

About Left
Lot Average Respondent
Young Voter Showed to Say Amount Alone
Change toward Republican 32% 17% 26%
No change 50 69 56
Change toward Democrat 18 14 18
N = 74 69 140

Highest conformity to parents, politics occurs for the group
where control was moderate. For those individuals who have been
left free, conformity to parents’ politics is less, but it is least among
that group who were subject to strictest control and presumably
felt most rebellious. A number of more refined conclusions are re-
ported. Maccoby remarks that the influence of parental strictness is
greatest in those instances where the parents have strong politic.al
interests, implying that when politics is not important “children will
choose some other area in which to signify their loyalty or protest.”

In addition, as the reader can also note in the table the rebellion
manifests itself in the direction of increasing Republican ties. These
two findings suggest some qualification on any ov?r-sim[.)lc view of
the problem. Thus, rebellion may not manifest itself in political
channels, and contrary to traditional views, its manifestation does
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not necessarily go into radical directions. As Maccoby remarks, since
the strictly controlled youth came from lower cconomic levels mainly,
and since Cambridge parents gencrally were more likely to be
Democratic, such rebellion from parental views must, of nccessity.
go in the direction of the Republicans. The motivation may be to
change, but the direction of change is governed by the accident of
the parents’ politics.

Maccoby presents one other analysis which illuminates the con-
ditions increasing conflicts over the influences of parents vs. other
agencies such as friends. As ecarlier noted, in general, friends have
less political influence on youth than do parents. Opposition is not
experienced. However, when the influence of friends is examined
for groups varying in the resentment of parental control. it is found
that friends have a stronger influence in producing change among
that group of youth who felt greater resentment.*®

In Newcomb’s earlier work on intra-family resemblance in at-
titude, another test of the influcnce of rebellion in producing pol-
itical change from parent to child is available.®® Scores on a question-
naire concerning conflict and antagonism with parcnts were cor-
related with differences in attitude between parents and children.
The coefficients were uniformly low; no single one approximating .3

In the early study by G. Allport on resemblance in voting
between father and son, certain data illuminate the phenomenon of
rebellion. As earlier noted, for the total group of Dartmouth under-
graduates, presumably of conservative origins, 799, agrced in vote
with their father. However, among the minority with radical scores
on an ideological test, only 479 agreed in vote with their father,
and among conservatives 84%, agreed with father. Further, Allport
shows that those who differ from their fathers show a more con-
sistent ideological structure. While inferences as to the temporal
ordering of these phenomena are not possible, it at least can be
argued from these data, that rebellion scems to be rather general-
ized and thorough, rather than being a more symbolic or token
rebellion against the party label of the father. The rebellion extends
itself ideologically and has an intellectualized or coherent base.5!

In our formulation, the need to rebel constitutes a special dy-
namic which may explain the extreme deviation of a small number
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of youth from the political views of their parents. The more general
process is once in which parental influences do not conflict with sub-
sequent experiences and the ultimate political orientation represents
the contribution ot all the agencies. Now, if we entertain the pos-
stbility that special dynamic forces may cause extreme deviation from
parents, it is cqually plausible that special dynamics might lead to
extreme adherence to parental politics, despite other broadening ex-
periences. The introduction of psychodynamic factors may well work
in cither direction. On the basis of this modified formulation, at-
tenuation of parental influences via other experiences may be less
than expected.

Himelhoch's study, cited carlier, while limited to the phenome-
non of cthnocentrism,  provides suggestive evidence for such a
theory.™ As a group, his Jewish subjects showed in general much
less cthnocentrism  than  their parcnts as a result of the tolerant
atmosphere of college. He then theorizes that students who are “self-
rejecting,” who have a neced to exhibit excessive devotion so as to
repress hostility to parents, or who cannot objectively criticize parents
without suffering guilt will be unable to defect from their parents’
ideology. As a test of this theory, for 34 of his subjects deviation
from parents’ cthnocentrism was correlated with score on auth-
oritarianism, taken as an index of “self-rejection.” The C was—67;
the more authoritarian, the less the deviation in ideology despite the
uniform exposure to the liberalizing atmosphere of the college.

Notes

Op. Cit., p. 142.

Op. Ciz., pp- 102, 103.

1bid., p. 104.

S. Lubell, The Future of American Politics (New York: Harper,

1051), pp. 28-33. By extension, change could come about through dif-

ferential death rates occurring within given classes at given points

in time.

5. A. Dec Grazia, The Western Public, 1952 and Beyond (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1954), p. 24. The measure is, of course, not
ideal since it only includes children of school age. Moreover, Lubell’s
theory could also demand such data for several points in time to see
whether differential patterns are static or changing the political scene.

6. Thus, the Michigan study which documents familial genesis of party

identification also documents shifting in the Roosevelt era and in the
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1952 Eisenhower clection, presumably a reflection of the potency of the
candidate variable. Op. Cit., Chap. VII. For another demonstration
of the influence of a dramatic candidate in upsctting traditional tics
see H. Hyman and P. B. Sheatsley, “The Political Appeal of Prcsidcn;
Eisenhower,” Pub. Opin. Quart., 17, 1953-54, Pp. 443-460.

. See, Campbell, e¢ al., for a demonstration that the act of voting in

the 1952 election had little to do with party identification. Op. Ciz.,
Chap. VII, Table 7.11, p. 108.

. E. Maccoby, et al., Op. Cit., Table 1, p. 27.
. We find little evidence in the literature on this particular hypothesis.

However, Maccoby docs present some very interesting findings on
differential changes in idcology and party preference among young
voters who for other rcasons are shifting away from parental party
traditions. She suggests possible consequences for political instability.
Op. Cit., especially pp. 30-31 and p. 36. Fay and Middleton provide
some suggestive evidence by comparing the scores on 5 attitude scales
of college students contrasted in their father’s political party. Nonc of
the differences was significant suggesting that ideology may be in-
consistent with the party loyalty transmitted. Op. Ciz. However, in a
parallel analysis, Stagner compares scores on “Fascist Attitudes” for
subjects contrasted in parents’ political party affiliation and finds
significant  differences. R. Stagner, “Fascist Attitudes: Their De-
termining Conditions,” |. Soc. Psychol., 7, 1936, pp. 447-448.

Op. Cit., p. 27.

For empirical evidence on such a developmental process in the
formation of tastes and opinions about mass media, sec E. Friedson,
“A Prerequisite for Partcipation in the Public Opinion Process,”

Publ. Opin. Quart., 19, 1955, pp. I05-III.

Op. Cut.

Op. Cit.

Op. Cit., Vol. 11, p. 386.

Hill, Op. Cit.

R. Havighurst and H. Taba, Adolescent Character and Personality
(New York: Wiley, 1949), p. 72, 240.

Meine, Op. Cit.

Burton, Op. Cit., pp. 275-284.

The writer is indebted to Dr. and Mrs. John W. Riley for makin
certain unpublished materials available to him. &
Op. Cit.,, Chart XXXVII, p. 8.

Op. Cit., p. 28.

Murphy, Murphy and Newcomb, Op. Cit., p. 1003.

P. Salter West “The College Graduate i.n /\‘mcricun S()Ci(x:l)")' Vil‘ilt';\
published Ph.D. dissertation, Columbia University, 1951), p- 150

. female may not
respect to politics, the greater dependency of.thz &;:;lso ! Zeﬂcc_
merely be a matter of the lesser frecdom permitte
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tnon of o more basic value. Thus, Allport and Gillespie remark that
the girls in their sample place greater emphasis on family values.
Op. Cre, poo32 L

Sce, Fisher's sununary, Op. Cit, p. 8g.

Op. Cir., Appendix, p. o171

M. Bennev. AL Gray and R. Pear, How People Vote (London: Rout-
ledge, 193560), p. 108,

Op. Cat., Chart XLV p. 103.

Cip. Crt pp. 3132

Gp. Cir, Chare XLIL p. o7

Abid. Chare XV, p. 135,

()p. gy,

.'\(fl.l[)(C(l from H. Iartshorne, M. May and F. Shuttleworth, Studies
tn the Nature of Character (“Studies in the Organization of Char-
acter,” HE [New York: Macmillan, 1930]), p. 98, Table L

Ihid ., p. 100, Table 111

The findings are taken from A, Kassof, “Status and Politics, A Stud
in  the  Communication of Political Values” (unpublished thesis,
Rutgers University, 1952). These data were made available to the
writer by Dr. John W. Riley whose generosity is acknowledged.
Op. Cit., pp. 117-120. Tt should be clear to the reader that no direct
measure of mobility is available and that absolute income level js
used as an  indicator, perhaps approximate, of intergenerational
mobility.

Op. Cit., pp. 33-36.

Op. Cir., Chart XXXIX, p. 91.

The apparent difference in findings is all the more fascinating when
one considers two other facts. Elmira is predominantly Republican
whereas Cambridge is predominantly Democratic, making it more
surprising that the upward mobility should have greater effect in
Cambridge. In addition, it has been well established that young
people as a generation have been more Democratic (sce below), again
making it surprising that the differential findings have the pattern
they do.

Sce, for example, the Michigan study in which the predominance of
Democratic families is greater in the South than in other regions, Op.
Cit., pp. 98-100.

The magnitude of such movement into a new political atmosphere is
attested by Census reports. Thus, for example, in the one year period,
1952-53, about 400,000 children under 18 years of age moved from
non-farm arcas to farms, and about 600,000 children moved from
farms to non-farm areas. Similarly, during a period of about 3 years,
1950-53, for the total civilian population, there was a net movement
out of the South into other regions of about half a million people.
Obviously the gross number moving from one political atmosphere
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to another was much greater than this net figure. Sce: Current
Population Reports, Serics P-20, #49. December 1, 1053 and Series
P-25, #97, August 6, 1954.

P. West, Op Cit,, p. 337. In the atuwdinal realm, a classic study of
this type is available. Sims and Patrick examine the attitude toward
the Negro for Southern students in Southern colleges, Northern
students in Northern colleges, and Northerners who went to Southern
colleges. The latter group is the migrant or geographically mobile
group and shows attitudes not like those of the group from which it
originates, Northerners, but more like the group whose environment
it shares. Further analysis by length of time in the South argues
against the interpretation of sclective entrance into the South of
Northerners who are prejudiced. See V. Sims and J. Patrick, “Attitude
Toward the Negro of Northern and Southern College  Students,”
[. Soc. Psychol., 7, 1936, pp. 192-204.

For the test, it is necessary to have the f2o contrasting cases. The
Cambridge case alone would be indeterminate, because of the general
finding of a drift toward Democratic party among the present
generation of youth (see below). Thus, the finding by itself could
cither support our thesis or reflect this generational process.

Op. Cit., p. 27.

Op. Cir., pp. 31, 43.

The data are taken from Lazarsfeld, Op. Cir., Chart XI., p. 95 and
Maccoby, Op. Cir., Table 4, p. 32. The Elmira data are presented for
individuals of all ages, since the tabulation for the comparable young
age group is not presented. Also the large size of the residual category
is due to our collapsing a large number of categories originally
presented including friends and co-workers who will not vote or
whose vote intentions are not known.

See, for example, Voting, Op. Cit., Chapter 6, on the political homo-
geneity of primary groups and the selection of such groups to accord
with political predispositions.

Op. Cit.,, p. 29. The index used involves the consolidation of infor-
mation about the mother, father, traditional party tie and 1952 Presi-
dential choice so that the numerical values will not parallel the carlier
data exclusively on party tic.

1bid., Table 5, p. 34

Murphy, Murphy, Newcomb, Op. Cit., pp. 941-942.

Op. Cit., see Maccoby's study for similar findings on the extended
nature of the rebellion pattern.

52. Op. Ciz.






Social Change
in the Wide Environment

and the Attenuation

of Parental Influence

The Doctrine of Generations

Thus far we have been discussing specific experi-
ences which might intervene in the lives of particular children
—geographical or social mobility, harsh parental treatment and
rebellion—with consequences for the child’s political orientation.
However, all children live not only in the environment of their
family but in the wider environment. Insofar as the child’s
wide environment is much the same as the one confronted and
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then given meaning by his parents in ideological terms, we
might cxpect the persistence of the parental pattern. However,
since the world is ever changing, the child may grow in a larger
covironment quite different from that of his parents.! Thus his
rdeology tormed in relation to ph}’SiC"’1 and social realities may
depart trom that of his parents. The carlier discussion repre-
SCHHES . so-to .\pc;lk. the child moving in a stable world, NOW,
by contrast, the child is stable but the world is moving,

Stated an these relatively neutral terms, [he.idca has plausi-
bility and we shall present some evidence to this effect, In this
form, o changing social environment is another component—

oSt extensive in character in our model of learning of politics,
However, when elevated to the level of a specific doctrine of
generations and their central role in politics, the concepts suffer
from considerable complexity and ambiguity, and the empiri-
cal demonstration of the doctrine is attended by great diﬂiculfY-

But prior 1o all such specifics, it can be' asserted on the basis
of all the foregoing evidence that the doctrine must be regarded
ina modest light. The overwhelming resemt'Jlance between
maost parents and most children demOﬂStmted. In a variety of
studices, dcspi[c the obvious fact that the world is evcr{hanging’
patently argues against the general significance of the doctrine,
It is this fact that leads us to locate the discussion of genera-
tions and the influence of social change in the section on in-
dividual differences, rather than in our earlier section on the
gencric process of learning of politics. The susceptib“it}’ to this
influcence may not be universal or may be constrained in many
¢ases by other factors.

An immediate complexity is to be noted in the problem,
The parents are also living through the same social changes
as their children and this, unless disjunctive for one generation
but not for the other, has no relevance to explaining the atten-
uation of parental influence. Obviously, implicit or explicit in
the doctrine, is the assumption that the parents have already
hardened their ideology on the basis of experience in earlier
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formative years, whereas the children are suill in their formative
period at the time they confront the changed world. The doc
tnine is confined to the influence of social change operating at
an early point in development.

This disjunctive effect on the younger individual again
seems plausible, but a moment’s reflection indicates that in cer
tain areas social change could well be disjunctive for older ind
viduals and nor for younger ones. Consider economic crises:
obviously they impinge much more dircctly on the adult bread-
winner who becomes unemployed than they do on the voung
child who is not in the labor market. Perhaps in the usual
case it is the parent who is changed and the child remains un-
aware or protected from the larger changing and hostile world!
Let us examine some data to this cffect:

Jersild, et al., studied 400 children, aged s-12. in 1931-32. the
low point of the depression.? Of these children 250 were from public
schools and the parents of about onc-third were cither poor. unskilled
workers or unemployed individuals. A contrasting group of 160
children of privileged familics in private schools were also studied.
Inquiry into the child’s fears, dreams, wishes, pleasant and unpleasant
memories was undertaken. The authors note that the children made
little mention of economic or political conditions. Most paradoxical
is the fact that the wealthier children were more prone to make
mention of such conditions.

Lazarsfeld and Eisenberg, in a review of literature on unem-
ployment and its psychological effects, remark that for children aged
6-14 there is no evidence of the effect of unemployment on socio-
political attitudes. They infer that the lack of cvidence is a product
of the fact that such children are not old enough to have view-
points on such subjects? Needless to say, the influcnce of unem-
ployment on the attitudes of adults has been well documented.?

Waldvogel conducted an inquiry into memories of early child-
hood 3 Approximately 125 college students were asked to report all
experiences up to the time of their 8th birthday of which they had
any recollection. A reliability check conducted by a repetition of the
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¢xperiment about one month later yiclded satisfactory coefficients.
The detailed data presented on the most commonly recalled memories

include no reference to experiences that had any apparent political or
cconomic content or implicaton.

Similarlv, one might allude to the study, mentioned earlier, of
Australian rural children. The authors remark that the class origins
of the children had no cffect prior to age twelve

It is also clear upon reflection that the political implications
of such experiences with the larger environment are dependent
on their formulation in terms of ideological symbols. Obviously,
considerable sophistication is nceded to see the connection be.-
tween some environmental event and some more abstract politi-
cal concept which is interpretive of the event. That young chil-

dren would find this beyond their grasp is clear from at least
one study.?

About 300 children from the 4th grade through high school
were interviewed on their undcrstanding of a variety of concepts
such as democracy, radicalism, open shop, ctc. The concept least
heard of was “radicalism.” Understanding correlated with age and
grade in school .55 and .69 respectively. Thus a certain maturity is
required for the translation of cvents into appropriate symbolic
terms. Melizer reports a high correlation between undcrstanding and
intelligence, suggesting again the need for sophistication, and the
likelihood of individual differences in the translation of socia] events
into i(lc()l()gicnl ammunition.

It is patent that the translation of events for the young child
involves the mediation of adults so that the impact due to
direct confrontation of reality is lessened. Normally, parents
would still mold the child’s view of the world—whether it is
changing or unchanging—and thereby create some continuity
in ideology. Social change mediated via parents, while charac-
teristic of the United States is, of course, only one of many pos-
sible societal arrangements. There may be all sorts of parent
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surrogates and depending on the socictal form. genciationa
changes would be facilitated or hindered. Till now, we have
treated parcntal mediation, in contrast with dircct contionta
tion of the environment, as a factor attenuating <ocial change.
Bloch, the French historian, in contrasting parental mediation
with a form of mediated social change characteristic of French
peasant life sees the parents as a force for change in the new
generation. In interpreting the conscrvatism of French agr
cultural techniques, the “peasant mentality shaped by wnm‘m'\
of experiences,” Bloch remarks: ‘

“A SOCiCty that could be C()mplclcly molded by s mmmediately
PTCCCding period would have to have a structure so mualleable
as to be virtually invertcbrate. It would also have to be a society
in which communication between generations was conducted, so
to speak, in ‘Indian file’—the children having contact with therr
ancestors only through the mediation of their parents. Now. this
is not true. It is not truc cven when the communication ts
purely oral. Take our villages, for example. Because working
conditions keep the mother and father away almost all dav. the
young children are brought up chiefly by their grandparents.
Consequently, with the molding of cach new mind, there is a
backward step, joining the most malleable to the most inflexible
mentality, while skipping that gencration which is the sponsoer
of change. There is small room for doubt that this is the sourcc
of that traditionalism inhecrent in so many peasant socicties. ™

In contrast with grandparents, Bloch seces parcnts as the
“sponsor of change.” In contrast with the offspring in a ncw
environment, they appear rather as conservative influences. Yet,
there may well be special conditions in which parents become
unusually receptive to change precisely to facilitate the adjust-
ment of their own children to a new and future world. Such
conditions would perhaps apply to a radical and large-scale
change in a society. Inkeles in discussing ideological differences
among Russians brought up by parents living in a stable pre-
Soviet era vs. those brought up by parents living through the
Revolutionary period, advances this formulation. An approxi—
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iv provided by asking 2 small group of Russian adults
to retrospedt about the way thCy were rc‘arcd by t.hClr Parcnts
v they reared their own children. Most
| attention paid to political considera-
tions 11l the cducation of U“C‘S Chﬂdrt‘n cor.re.s;‘)ontiflng to the
ime has progressively ‘politicized’ more and
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The constderations prcscn[cd thus far are not to suggest
that an older child would not be {/I'rc’c‘lly aware of harsh eco-

nomic realities, but to demonstrate that certain aspects of social

change may well have more conscquences for adults than for

children as a4 group. But, if the young child is insulated from
{ the larger environment, and the older per-

<on is usually hardened already, the point at which such a.brupt
changes in liu' cnvironment coul.d have effects would be lr? .the
o hetween vears, Yet, our carlier data suggest that polmc.al
party nes .n;(] i(]c()l()g}' scem well formed by the ﬁr.St years 1n
higzh school, and that the process of development is gradual.
_-I)x;-z(/:f changes in orientation around the time of adolescence
duc to larger cvents do not conform to the general pattern of
our carlier findings. Perhaps the role of such events is small

cortarn .l\l)('(lx 0

and works its way by slow degrees.

One other problem related to the concepts employed has to
do with the ambiguity of the notion of generation. When we
conceive of the “younger™ vs. the “older” generation, we have
in mind a concept of chronological age, and the implicit notion
that being at a certain point in life and in a certain status has
political consequences. When we conceive of the “lost genera-
tion” of World War I or of the generation of “Depression
babics,” we have in mind not a chronological concept, but the
notion of a particular social environment—a Zeitgeist within
which the individual developed. While the ambiguity can be
resolved at the level of concepts, these two components are
confounded in many empirical tests of the theory."® Thus, if we
compare young vs. old in the same calendar year, we do not
know which aspect of the “generational complex” is at work.
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The contrasted groups grew up in different cras and different
worlds, but they are also of different Chronologic;ll ages. Iiven
the meaning of the chronological age component of the “gen-
erational complex” is itself complex. We have the status imph-
cations of age plus the inevitable clements of aging such as
infirmity, pessimism, ctc., plus the fact that aging mav simply
mean the cumulative influence of more exposure to the same
kind of environment.!!

Another difficulty attends certain of the empirical studies
of the prOblcm. We earlier mentioned the possibility that chanyg
ing patterns of differendial birth rates among classes might be
responsible for political change. In the comparison of different
age groups in the aggregate, or the same age groups at different
historical periods in the aggregate, any differences that appear
to be generational may simply be artifacts of the different social
composition of the groups. Similarly, longevity varies among
different sub-groups. Comparisons of age groups in the aggre-
gate may thus involve different types of individuals demo-
graphically. In principle, this can be solved by the introduction
of certain controls or matchings, but it may often be neglected
in practice.

Ideally, one should compare individuals of the same age
at different calendar points and match them in social composi-
tion. Then one can isolate the influence of the larger environ-
ment, controlling the chronological component of generations.
This approach is rarely found in the literature of quantitative
empirical studies of political development.

A study that illustrates the virtues of such a design was
conducted by Pressey.!? Although it does not deal with the
specific political variables under discussion, it provides support
for our earlier remarks that the young are less responsive to the
direct impact of social change. In 1923, about 1700 subjects rang-
ing from children in grades 6 to 12 in Ohio schools to students
in the four college years at Ohio State University were admin-
istered the Pressey X-O test. In 1943, 1700 subjects with the
same age distributions in schools in Ohio and at Ohio State
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University were administered the same instruments. Age and
social characteristics are thus controlled and what i under
scrutiny is the influence of the different eras these two.g.cn-
crations had experienced. Considerable liberalization of opinion
1s demonstrated in the realm of morals, manners aﬂd' taboos,
but what is especially noteworthy is that the change 1 much
morce characteristic of the contrasted college generations than
of the younger school children. Either the culture of th‘? home
has not changed much in two decades in contrast with t.hc
changes in the wider world—or more likedly the younger _Chfld
is not yct responsive to the impact of social change and is In-
sulated from it by his home environment. _

In most studies of different age groups or generations a
reasonable assumption would be that all three processes are at
work. The old arc themselves changing from what they were
under the impact of aging and cumulative experience; the
young arc molded by a different Zeitgeist and in part are re
flecting their temporary status as young people who are I'css
exposed to the ravages of time or the influences of cumulative
experience with the same environment.'®

One other prefatory note is in order. Granted that a cen-
tral factor in explaining some of the differences bctwecn. gen-
erations is the factor of social change—the Zeitgeist—one 1 left
with the imponderable question of what element in the v'as.t
complex of changing conditions is responsible for differing politi-
cal orientations. Writings in this area tend to emphasize the
dramatic aspects of change—crises like war and depression or
the rise of a new and dramatic political figure. The influence
of such factors would be somewhat reminiscent of that process
of attitude formation which, following the schema elaborated
by Allport, we described as “trauma.” But such a process does
not seem central to the general empirical findings earlier pre-
sented. Moreover, if we ask in what respects the environment
of young people in the United States differs from that of their
parents, we can immediately point to many factors not sub-
sumed under the dramatic. Most obvious is the increase in
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years . ) ) A
of formal Cducauon in this generiation Plu.\ \lll.llli.lﬂ\'('

hanges in the curriculum and the signiticance of these shonld
not be neglected. To illustrate the change some current estimates
o.f the formal schooling of different age groups based on ana
tional probability samplc of about 3.000 Cases in 154 are pie
sented in Table 20.'

Table 20. Variations in Formal Education Among the

?enerations in the United States (Sample Survey Data—
954)

PER CENT OF GROUP AGED

21-29 30-39 40-49 50.59 60 or ovor
College 22 20 18 16 10
High School 64 56 44 34 26
Grade School 14 24 38 50 64

We have already shown the high corrclation of cducanion
with political orientation and authoritarian trends. A high cor
relation can also be documented for political participation. We
shall have opportunity later to document again the importance
of this variable. Moreover, as carlier noted, two major agencies
of socialization for the child are his teacher and school as
sociates, and increased schooling provides additional oppor
tunity for these agencies to operate. Consequently, generational
differences in political behavior may well reflect cducational
changes.

Let us turn to some data in the three political arcas under
study, bearing in mind these many complexities and difficulties.

Authoritarianism and Generations

Remmers’ surveys, presented earlier, documented the fact that
the children of different social groupings show patterns of manifest
authoritarianism that correspond to the adult patterns within their
social groupings. However, it can also be documented from  the
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patoonal survey conducted by Stouffer that the magnitude of toler-
ance tor the nights ot sociahsts, atheists, suspected Communists, ad-
satted Communists, and for nonconformists in general, certainly
@ sagor dunension of democratic vs. authoritarian tendencies, varies
warh the veneration of the adult person. Among adults, there is a
steaddy dechine i tolerance from the age group in their twenties up
to the age group i their sixties. The data reproduced from Stouffer’s

work are presented in Table apt®

Table 21. The Position of Different Generations On
Stouffer Scale of Tolerance for Nonconformity

Loss In- More
Gonorations Tolorant Botweon Tolerant N
21 10 29 10% 43% 47% 528
30 10 39 1 46 43 682
40 10 49 15 48 37 815
50 1o 59 18 51 K} 426
60 and over 21 61 18 517

Stouffer then confronts the dilemma already described. Young
people are more tolerant, but if tolerance is the sheer product of
vouth, and not cducation, perhaps they will be as intolerant as their
parents when they become old. The answer is provided by another
analvsis he makes; the tolerance of different age groups is examined
within separate educational levels. Within every age group, the edu-
cated are found to be more tolerant. It thus appears that even when
the present generation ages, they will be more tolerant than their
parents were. Flowever, the detailed data also establish the inde-
pendent influence of aging. Old people are still more intolerant than
young people, even when matched in education. More dramatic is
the fact that the differences in tolerance among educational levels
decline with age. With aging, all educational groups converge in
their authoritarianism. As Stouffer puts it for a youth of today:
“Although he is likely to be more tolerant when he reaches 6o than
were his own parents at 6o, he may at the same time be less tolerant
than he was in his own younger days.”0

In a subscquent analysis Stouffer seeks to find the intervening

variables that underlie these generational differences in tolerance. He
thus asks what psychological factors might derive from the exposure
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of youth to more education, which in turn would
tolerance; similarly what factors might Weompany the lesser cduee
tion, different environment and aging process in the o b bocelatc
to their intolerance. He is able to establish (h Prescne r e o
such pSYChOIOgical factors, diﬁcrcn[]y distributed Gl
young, and to demonstrate their correlation wily mtalerance s
Thus, pessimism is present in the less educated, Becompanies 4,
and gocs with intolerance. Rigidity and :lmh()ri(‘ln.m '
ist views accompany lack of education and uare o
the old, presumably accounting for their intoleran,e. Ihus.
Stouffer’s view that some erosion of the greater toleranie of the
present younger generation will occur with their apinye and the
decline of optimism. However, the lesser rigidity, quthoraranisin
and conformity with respect to child rearing he repards e 4 tunctien
of modern education and the Zeitgerst. Thus, he sees the tolerans©
of the current generation maintained to some degree desprte the
inroads of aging. !
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All of this analysis is predicated on the assumption of the 2%
tinuity of the social changes that have occurred. External forces migrht
move the current generation in cither direction-—closer to their paf
ents or further away. Stouffer nowhere suggests the prospect for the
next adult generation, the children of today. The pattern of cdue
tion may well have become stabilized by now. Future unknowns n
the environment must be reckoned with. THowever, there is a dange?
that the reader might extrapolate from the progressive pattern ob
served in the data for each group, and arguc that those in their teen®
would be even more tolerant than those now in their twentices. 1 h¢
Remmers' data presented earlier constitute the next younger cohort
and the comparability of many of the questions in these surveys
provides opportunity for an empirical solution. While it is not pos:
sible to make the complete analysis appropriate to the problem:
inspection of these teen-age data suggests that tolerance has leveled
off. Whether this is the product of the stabilization of the environ-
ment and the educational process or the emergence of counter”
forces to tolerance cannot be determined.

Hinshaw by secondary analysis of a large number of questions
asked of national samples by the American Institute of Public Opin-
ion duri“g 193743 finds evidence that confirms Stouffer.’? The
samples were broken down into three age groups, 18-30, 31-47- and
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N or older, and among the questions cxamined were five on civil
Bherties tor radicals. Although the differences are not large, the

vouny are signiicantly more tolerant.

So tar we have treated the influence of generations in attenuat
warental transmission of manifest aulhoritarifm trends. But, what
of smpircez authoritarianism? It should immcdmte'ly be n9ted that
corme ot the intervening variables which Stou.ﬂ'cr. 15f>latcd in an at-
tempt 1o mterpret the manifest level of authoritarianism are the very
Lined of stems which form part of the domain Lhat_ has‘ been regarded
v inphat authoritarianism, and their exact wording is most close to
wems o the original Fscale, Stouffer’s findings that t}}ese results
vary independently with age and with cducation cs}abhsh genera-
tional ditferences in implicit authoritarianism; such differences being
in part a function of sheer aging independent of educa.tion and in
part a4 tunction of the different education and largcr environment of

the voungr,

gy

Kornhauser’s study among automobile workers generally con-
firms Stouffer’s findings, but also exhibits certain special departures.
The better educated workers show less authoritarian attitudes (short
form ot the "I scale) at cach age level. Age goes with increased
authoritarianism when workers over 4o are contrasted with those
under 4o, but only among those with Aigher education. Thus while
both variables have independent influences on authoritarianism, in
agreement with Stouffer’s findings, it should be noted that the var-
inble of age only has effect under specified conditions. It is as if the
undereducated are already relatively so authoritarian that aging can-
not produce any further deterioration.!®

We turn to another inquiry for a more detailed treatment. In a
survey conducted by Mackinnon and Centers, of a quota sample of
460 people in the city of Los Angeles, similar findings are docu-
mented for that dimension of authoritarianism that we have labeled
“implicit.”" A modified F-scale was used and it was established that
authoritarianism reached a peak in the oldest age group. However,
certain more subtle findings of this study are especially relevant to
our discussion. These writers find in confirmation of Janowitz and
M“_r"ick. Stouffer, Remmers, and others that the lower classes ex-
hibit more authoritarianism than do the higher classes. However,
when they then examine the developmental aspects of authoritarian-
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ism with incrcasing age, for Separate economiic clive. then Gt ocoo-
that the disparity between classes is reduced with ayc

The older group despite upper class status monces
toward the authoritarianism of the lower classes. whih o
been relatively authoritarian. The specitication o1 the etfe 10 4
para]lds Kornhauser's finding. Here again it as as it deterso
only occur in the one mstance. In other words, the TH TN N T
generation variable is toward obliteration of ¢lass dufcren, cn
oritarianism, Whether this is a product of the cducational voooe crss
or some other componcnt of social ch;mgv between L-r-nr.'.l'j
not established. The writers themselves arpuce tor the tacr: o« oa
changing perspective on the world as the individual ages, The Do
component of the gcncrational complex is supported by cne 1o
of the data. The least authoritarian sub-group is the non man. .
in the Thirties, rather than the youngest individuals whe wo
more educated. This scems to correspond to the zenuth o1 0o
tunity, prior to the stabilization or possible decline of oy o
and gratification with further aging.

One inquiry providcs direct evidence on the influcnce ot formal
education in modifying implicit authoritarianism** A larpe woalc
program of research on the role of higher cducation in the dewelog
ment of pcrsonality has been in progress at Vassar Colleye tor the
past four years under the direction of Nevitt Sanford. We mayv o
ceive of college experience as involving a varicty of apencies of
socialization in addition to exposure to didactic material. One class
of girls has now been tested both upon cntrance into college and
again during their Senior Year. Scores on the F scale are considerably
lowered after four years of college residence.

Politicql Orientation and Generations

We shall first present data on attitudes as an index of
political orientation.

A first and excellent source of evidence on gencration dif-
ferences in orientation are the studies of intra-family correlations 10
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Attitude. [f jnstead of examining resemblances among family.mcm-
bers by correlational methods, the mean score of the generation of
children e compared with the mean score of thc_: older generation of
Parcnts, 3 test of generational differences l.s_obtamcd. M‘o.reovcr, such
A test based on members of the same faml'hcs, by definition, cont.rols
CCrtain social characteristics in the comparison of the two generations
N a way that is not possible 1n th.c.study of unrelated mdlv'xdual's
from dif'}’crcm gcncmtions. In addition, one can Obscrve. quite di-
rectly the attenuation of parental influence, most appropriate to our

pPresent discussion.

Such findings for a number of the studies of imra-gamily at-
titudes arc summarized by Fishcr.®! Perhaps, the most xmpc?rtant
conclusion is that no simple hypothesis conforms to the subtleties of
the data. Truc it is that the findings, in general, S!IOW a lesser' con-
Servatism among the children. Thus, Peterson obtained more libera]
Scores for children than for their parents. Ncwcomb. and Svehly
obtained more liberal (pro-Communist) scores fo.r thFlr child gen.
cration, but they also show that within sub-groups in given strata the
Andings may reverse themsclves. Particularly, among'lowcr occupa-
tional levels, fathers on occasion were less conservative than their
children., Morcover, some of the differences are small or inconsistent,

In the studices of parents vs. children, the inﬂuenct:: of aging i
confounded with gcncmtional differences, although social charac.ter.
istics are controlled. A unique longitudinal Stud)’.b)’ Nclson' provides
¢vidence on the role of aging apart from classic generational var.
1ables.22 A boue 4000 college students at 18 colleges were tested on
A conscrvatism-radicalism scale in 1936. After a lapse of 14 years, goo
former students were ecmpanelled and retested. A variety of mea-
sures established that the mortality from the original sample of 4000
Was probably not a source of bias. Comparisons of the 1936 and 1950
ean scores for the goo subjects provide evidence that despite aging
there is 4 small shift in the direction of greater liberalism. If tury.
over of individual cases is examined, the predominant pattern of
Shifﬁng is still toward liberalism. It should be noted, however, that
the component of aging, unlike the other studies cited, is merely
from young adult status to perhaps age 35. By an ingenious com-
parison between the 1936 scores and scores of a new generation of
1950 college students, matched in certain respects, Nelson finds that
the 1950 generation is also more liberal than the 1936 college stu-
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dents. He thus infers that aging per se is not the determinant of
changing political orientation, but rather cumulative experience with
the environment and the social changes that occurred between 1936
and 1950. The conclusion is therefore what might be labelled a
modified generational theory, namcly, that cexperience of  social
changc, subsequent to the formative years, i1s operative. While Nelson
establishes that this variable has relevance. other data establish that
its contribution to political orientation is small. Sub-groups from
the different colleges and individuals show a remarkable tendency
to maintain their relative position of liberalism or conservatism des-
pltc their aging by 14 years and their exposure to the variety of
1ntcn’enmg cxperlcnccs.

By an ingenious secondary analysis of survey data from the
American Institute of Public Opinion, Toch provides cvidence on
generational differences in political orientation.** Since such surveys
are available over a 15 year period, age groups can be comp: ared
for two somewhat different cras, an carler one hcgmmm_, 1938 and
a later era ending 1952. Thus, as carlier noted, comparisons of in-
dividuals of the same age at different points in time controls aging
per se and tests the influence of the Zestgeist on attitude dcvclopmcnt
By contrast, the influence of aging, apart from Zeirgeist, is established
when the functional relationship between age and attitude is in-
variant no matter what the time period, or does not vary in the
direction predictable from the changing cthos of the different cras.
Measures of political conservatism examined in this fashion yicld
no evidence in support of a generational theory but do clearly docu-
ment the fact that the aging process itself, setting in about age so,
produces increased conservatism.

In Centers’ mational inquiry in 1945 into class consciousncss
among a sample of white males, data are provided which bear on
the relation of political orientation to generations.?* Incidental to
this analysis, there is evidence relevant to the Newcomb finding of
an inversion in the generational process for different classes. Centers’
presents the scores on this conservative-radicalism scale for age
groups 6o years of age or older down to the age group under 30,
separately for different classes. Among the business, professional, and
white collar group, there is a progressive increase in conservatism
with age. However, among the manual workers, the influence of
age is negligible; old and young alike rarely tend to show conserva-
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tovine Whatever variation in age occurs tends to establish that the
rddd]e age pgroup (40-49) is least conservative. The ﬁnding 1s much
i accord with Newcomb's finding from intra-family data. Centers’
own anterpretation is close to the classic view of generations. He
sces this age group as hit by the depression at the time when they

had entered into the labor force and were beginning to advance
their carcers, the conscquences being “an embittered out-look born

ot depression and lean years.”

This inquiry of Centers' dealth with a national sample in 1945
and the analysis above was confined to an age range above 20. I
another study, Centers provides additional data on generations. Thig
study, carlier examined in the discussion of the progressive socializa.
fion ot the child into his class position with age, involved a sample
ot high school youth in one small Eastern city in 1947, mainly in
the age group 16-18.%% Centers titles his paper, Children of the Ney
Deal, 1o crnphasizc the gcncrational variable interprcted in terms of
the very spectalized environment of this age group: born as he writes
“in depression, reared in uncmployment and insecurity, constantly
exposed to the ideology of three Roosevelt administrations, WitﬂCSSing
the dramatic victories of welfare lcgiSlﬂtiOﬂ, T.V.A.” In accordance
with this environment, Centers notes that although these children
mirror their class origins, what is striking is “the degree to which
Youth of all occupational parentages endorse collectivist views. %8

No direct evidence is presented in support of this explanation,
In addition, the finding itself is derived from sheer inspection of
youth's marginal distribution on the ideology scale and does not
nclude any direct comparison with adults. It appears plausible, how.
¢ver, and is in general conformity with his national data. Morcover,
'thc significance of changed patterns of education on this particular
1dcological dimension, the factor which we regarded as central to
¢Xplaining generation changes in authoritarianism, must be rejected
for Centers” data. In The Psychology of Social Classes an analysis i
Presented of the influence of formal education on ideology, control.
ling occupation. Increases in education are associated with increased
conservatism.??

Kornhauser presents comparisons of old and young automobile

XVOrkcrs in political orientation, using a battery of items which tap
Pro-labor political orientation.”28 The young workers are more pro-
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labor and this finding casts doubt on the classic type of generational
theory which Centers employs. Kornhauser notes that it is the older
members of the UAW who lived through the carlier era of unem-
ployment, strikes, labor conflict and militant organization. Yet they
are less pro-labor in orientation than the young whose development
involved none of thesc experiences. Kornhauser rather emphasizes
the influence of education in liberalizing the voung, and the possible
changcs in status and perpective with progressive aging.

In Hinshaw's sccondary analysis of national survey data, age
differences in political orientations are presented for a number of
attitude areas.?® On social welfare questions, the differences are non-
significant and on government ownership and regulations, the dif-
ferences are negligible. On labor relations, the young are somewhat
more liberal and on support of Roosevelt they are more favorable.

In the Helfant inquiry into intra-family agreement in attitude,
some additiona] negative evidence is provided on the mnfluence of
age on political oricntation.®®. Since exact ages of parents were re-
ported, Lorge and Helfant computed the correlations for the 1603
parents between chronological age and attitude separately for cach
of the three attitudes studied and for cach sex. Nonc of the six
coefficients was significantly greater than zero.

One study remains to be cited where age differences in political
orientation are non-significant. Pollak by sccondary analysis of Gal-
lup, Roper and NORC data prior to 1943 finds 11 questions dealing
with public ownership where age breaks between the young (40
or 45 or less) vs. the old (over 40 or 45) were provided.®' The
universes varied from national to local in character. None of the
differences was significant, and conservatism characterized a ma-

jority of both age groups.

We turn now to party affiliation and voting bchavior as an
index of political orientation.

In the Maccoby study of a sample of youth in Cambridge, Mass.,
the shift of children from the political afhliation of their parents is
examined as a function of formal education. Considerable evidence
has been presented that this factor is central in accounting for many
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: the ceneration ditferences, and Maccoby's findings provide further

“::r::.)‘.n:(vn. [t 1s cstablished that among “the college graduatc.s n
Seowaing ley 5N ch.mgcd to some dcgrcc from'the political pOSltiOn
c therr .1‘.11'(‘11[\', while only 287 of those Wh(? did not graduate from
Bechowchool did so.” The finding cannot be disputed on grounds that
o mobihity is confounded—in that high'cr education would
fo v a0 certain class position or class aspiration: “At each class
e -'-l. the better educated young pcoplc change more.” The direction
cr Chanse s evamined by Maceoby and it is shown that considerable
it cacur o the direction of both parties. H?WC\'er, the detaileg
Patiern oy of some interest. At the lower educational level, the shify
v predonnnanty toward the Republican party; at.the college leve]
the shere s predominanty in the Democratic direction 32

The dvnamics of this process arc examined by Maccoby’ et gl
The hypothess is advanced that education, by €Xposing the individug}
LG suriely ()f z-,'(u'[’oml! and a di\'crsity of information, creates (he
basis tor rational decisions about politics and thus attenuates the
imthience of such non-rational factors as family tradition, N stron
cwrdence in o support of this hypothesis is presented, although SOme
strestive tindings are consistent with it The ideological stru.
ture of the well educated youth scems congruent with their part
chowe arrespective of which party is chosen, suggesting the formg.
tion o d \'i('wfmint on ntellectual grounds.

Other studies on the influence of college education on the
vounyg also demonstrate its significance for politica] changc. A
Most significant distinction must be drawn, hOcher, between
studies such as Maccoby’s where college educatiop g simply 4
formal rubric covering a heterogeneity of educational instity.
tons, and studies within a specific college, where iy addition
to the formal training, all subjects are exposed to 5 relatively
/)()nz()gc'nc'oux [7/11'1050[7/1}1 or atmOSﬁllC’rC’-

Thus, Newcomb's study seems to be in contradiction of the
Maccnh_v finding. The essential drift among the students with in-
¢reased exposure to education was toward radicalism, However, as
Newcomb establishes in comparative studies of other college com.
Munities this pattern is particular to the Bennington community,

114



SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE WIDE ENVIRONMENT

and not general for exposure to higher education as such. Students
in Williams College and Skidmore College did not show the same
trend; there were slight drops in conscrvatism but the data are not
progressive from year to year. More dramatic evidence, although
not as comprehensive, 1s presented by Newcomb for a Cathohe col-
lege. A portion of the student body was tested in the same year as
in the case of the three other institutions. Here, by contrast, the “at-
titude climate” was relatively homogencous but opposed in direction
to the atmosphere found for Bennington.*

Inferential data on gencrations and political orientation as re-
fiected in party affliation are available from the Michigan studv. As
tarlier noted, the respondents reported on their parents’ party ties.
On this basis, Campbell ez al. report that younger individuals, those
coming of age after 1928, have parents who were predominantly

emocratic. By contrast, among those respondents who came of age
Prior to 1928 the party split among parcnts is only slightly in favor

of the Democrats and this edge is contributed completely by the
South, 36

_ Thus, parents of a more recent gencration had Democratic lean-
Ings and these data are not dependent on that aspect of generations
having to do with physical aging. If we accept the validity of the
Teport to the question, it should be noted that the respondents
Tetrospected on their parents’ politics, at the time that they were
8rowing up. Thus, chronological age is presumably constant and
they are presumably reporting on parents of a relatively young age.
¢, the young parents of an carlier era and gencration were pre-
Ominantly Republican, and the young parents of a later era or gen-
tration were predominantly Democratic.

More direct evidence on the generation process is provided by
the same Michigan study. The respondents were asked to retrospect
about the way they themselves had cast their firsz vote. Compbell,
€t al,, note that voters coming of age in elections beginning with
1932 voted predominantly Democratic.

~ A more refined analysis of generations is then provided in the
lichigan study by the examination of “delayed” first votes by po-
litical era.?6 It is established that those individuals who did not cast
their first vote at the time of their majority, but at some subsequent
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clection, follow the same pattern observed for the first voters. In
clections beginning with 1932 and running through 1948, the de-
faved tirst voters, just like the non-delayed, went predominantly to
the Democratic party. This hnding strengthens the likelihood that
the carlier findings on first voters going Democratic is not a func-
ton of that generational component that we have labeled sheer
vouth und aging. The delayed voters are chronologically an older
group: vet thev behave the same way as the more youthful individu-
uals. What must be at work is the atmosphere at the time of their
arrival in politics, whose traces are carried along into subsequent
stages of their life. The writers in conjecturing about the politica]
atmaosphere of that era give a central role to Roosevelt, although no
direct evidence on his influence is presented.

The Elmira study also provides data on generation factors ag
they were manifested in the 1948 Presidential election. The analyses
sugpest that generation factors interact with more traditional sources
of clc:l\';lgc in polilic:xl oricntation. However, it should be noted
thar, dependent on what source of cleavage is examined, the effect of
generation may vary. Thus, it is established that class differences in
oricntation are Acightened in the younger age group.3” Among older
individuals. presumably introduced into politics in the pre-Roosevelt
¢ra, class origins make for about a 20 percent point difference in
vote for the Republicans in 1948. Among young individuals, intro.
duced into politics since the New Deal cra, the effect of class is to
make for almost a 4o percentage point difference. Thus, the socia]
conditions which heightened class awareness in more recent timeg
are reflected in greater class clcavagcs in votc among the young,
One might restate the finding in still another fashion contrary to
Usual thinking about generations. The younger generation is not a
uniform group in oricntation.

_ I.est this appear to be a general law—in which the recent genera-
tions have hcightcncd awarencess of all their group loyalties as con-
trasted with the older generation—another finding in the Elmira
Study should be noted. The party vote of Protestants vs, Catholics is
eXamined among diffcrent age groups. By contrast with the finding
©n class, the effect of youth is to reduce religious cleavages. Among
older individuals, Protestants and Catholics differ by about 70 per-
¢entage points; among the young, the difference is less than 30
Percentage points. Here, the effect presumably of the political at-
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mosphere of the younger generation is to unity the group by the
weakcning of religious factors."®

The earlier panel study of voting. The People’s Choice, contirms
the Elmira finding on religious differences as they relate 1o polite al
generations. Here again—for another community and another cleg
tion, Erie County in 1g94o—religious differences have less ctledct
among the younger age group.™ While the interpretations advanced
are plausible it should be noted for these analyses in Fliira and Froe
COUnty, that it is impossible to separate the influcnce of the cenera
tion components, political atmosphere vs. aging. But it can e said
that the generation complex has these effects.

Comparative findings on the intcraction of gencration and class
in determining vote are available for England. Bennev, o wl., con
ducted a panel study during the General Election of 1950 on a
sample of 950 respondents drawn from the clectoral register of
Greenwich.4® The young (under 50) voted Labour, the old voted
Conservative, and this holds when class is controlled. From the
same data, it is clear, as in Elmira, that among the vouny. the n
fluence of class on vote is much greater than among the old. Ben-
ney suggests that this differential effect cannot be due to aging and
the growth of a conservative view. He suggests a gcncr;ui()n;ll dit-
ference in the exposure to given political partics. As he puts it. ©A
man of Mr. Churchill’s age who had lived in Greenwich all his life
would have reached middle age and have voted in 4 general clections
before he ever had a chance to vote for a Labour candidate.”

The report on the national study of college graduates, Thev
Went 1o College, also analyzed the influence of generation on class
clcavages in political orientation.?? Since the finding is somewhat
at variance with that of the Elmira study, it should be cmphasizcd
that the context of the reseach was quite different. This was a rel-
atively homogeneous group—all college graduates—and they showed
a strikingly high proportion of Republicans in contrast with morc
heterogeneous samplings of the national population. Tt should also
be noted that the analysis dealt with traditional party affiliation as
expressed in an off-year, 1947, rather than with a specific vote.

The most general finding is that Republican affiliation increases
within this group directly with age. The analysts emphasize that the
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4t work cannot be cstablished. Tt may be the inﬂucnc.e of
s hon hanging a graduate lOWm'd. g.rf:atcr conservatism,

. " older eraduates were initially influenced by
coore Repubinan .mnnspl‘lt‘rt‘ of their youth. Holwcvcr, in con-
« Flmira study wherein class cleavages in voting char-
.ununu‘ u)llcgc gmdUﬂlCS income clcavagcs have
oo Ut souny g;()lll). despite the lcndcn.cy of aging to pro-

earer seitorminy of chul)licnn point of view.

i thar the older

Sut iy the

o,

Foornhauser presents data on age differences in voting patterns

v RN l’r(‘\n]vmi.ll ('lccli()n f()r L'x\\v mcmbcrs, a group in
s B hueinosencily in occupation s assured by definition.*? Here
Grown that the older vote more Republican, despite the

pro Demogcratic forees impinging on all workers
i Coenminen union norms and common occupation. It should,
foewcner, be noted that age and all other demographic determinangg
voore relatn ey unnmportant. In contrast with the national population’
<~ sub group studied was prcdnminnntly Democratic. The age
deticrences Jdo not seem cxpl;xin;lblc in terms of a generational doc.
trine, since, 1t anvthing, the old workers were probably those whoge

carlicr weork histories involved a more radical era.

S

S S B 0]

We have presented a varicty of studies which establish the
mtluence of  generations on politicnl orientation and author;.
Catanem. ™ Inosome of these studies, it is possible to isolage
which component of the complex is at work. In other studies
where such refinement is not possible, one can neverthelesg
cvtablish the role of the total complc.\' of factors.

These studies were introduced mainly to demonstrate one
more factor attenuating parental influence, but some of thege
studies also bear on the larger problem of further changes iy,
political behavior with age. While socialization is mainly 5
product of experiences within the formative years, these studieg
show that the individual is not then fixed in his politics for
life Tle may show further changes with cumulative cxpcricnce
in the large socicty or in a particular segment of that society,

And as he ages his general viewpoint may change with conse.

quences for his politics.
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It should be noted that there could be great variation in the muagns-
tude of social change between the worlds of parents and children,
Thus, in some instances the world being relatively stable, the factor
would not radically attenuate parental intluence.
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41 I am indebted to Prof. S. Diamond for bringing this reference to
my attention.

. A. Inkeles, “Social Change and Social Character: The Role of
Parental Mediation,” |. Soc. Issues, X1, #2, 1955, pp. 12-23. A similar

design was employed by the Lynds in Middlctown and is discussed

below (see p. 124).

Thus, Mannheim in his cssay on the problem states on two scparate
occasions that he will ignore onc aspect of the problem, that of
“aging.” While it is possible to ignore such an aspect when one
limits himself to a speculative or analytic discussion, ignoring the
fact does not prevent its intrusion when one deals with empirical

data. See K. Mannhcim, “The Problem of Generations,” in Essays in

the Sociology of Knowledge (New York: Oxford Univcersity Press,

1952), Chapter VII, especially pp. 293. 296.

- On occasion, the inference as to which factor is at work is fairly
casy to make on the basis of sheer reflection. Thus, Cavan, ¢t «l.,
document a marked decline in political participation (membership in
organizations, attendance at meetings and offices held) and in interest
in such paritcipation when groups ranging from agc 60 to go plus
are compared. The likelihood is great that this decline represents the
component of physical aging with failing vitality and illness rather
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Case Studies of
Political Behavior and
the Role of Idiosyneratie

Factors in Socialization

In our lengthy discussion of learning and socializa-
tion, we have suggested the operation of many factors. Never-
theless, our concern was with a general formulation. Even
where we talked of individual differences, we still talked of
factors that might well characterize a considerable number C?f
individuals. All of this should be recognized as an oversimpli-
ﬁcation~admittcd1y a true picture, but one that glosses over
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b endiess variations in human beings and their experiences
endless numbers of different socialization proc-

‘.'.illxil .('.l(i to :
The simp]itication was desirable in order to

T j‘(:illlg\.

¢
whrewe some order and we used a lens that would not magnify
(b wartations, But, if we so-to-speak increase the power of our
s ope, we will now see the \’aiicty. And depending on
Lot we ncrease the power of our 1nstruments, we get closer

andd Cloner to the rdiosvneratic. Thus, for example, one may go
hoireas and argue that the process of socialization into politics
e not tollow one law for all individuals, but follows several
Livee toi duTerent sub-classes of individuals. Here, by contrast
woth our carlier discussion. one pi:lCCS the formulation b)’ Ries-
ran ot the way in which politics shows different developmental
cveles inthe middle class as contrasted with the working class.
Rievinman convevs the p()int in the following way for the di-

mcnston of politeal p;irticipntion.

“Inthe miuddle class many pcoplc are radical or at least con-
cerned about politics in their youth, and the campus offers
opportunities for learning  the political game; thereafter, one
tends to become absorbed in business and professional life. In
that Iife politics is unimportant and, if attended to, is dealt
with as an agenda of the group into which one has moved—
like piving to charity or belonging to professional associations.
In the working class, if politics becomes an issue at all, it is a
function of the group into which one has moved after leaving
school, when one starts work and joins a union. In the union,
however, politics tends not to be an other-directed status con-
cern, but rather an experience-oriented class activity, where one
cncounters not only cconomic experiences but their direct link-up
with politics through strikes, clashes with management, union

canvassing, cte.’’!

Flere one would also place studies establishing the fact
that parental transmission of politics varies in character for
different sociocconomic classes. A number of studies document

such variations on our general model and, by induction, one
could explore the multiple factors accounting for the specialized
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processes. Thus, for eample, in Newcomb's carly study of parent
child resemblance in attitude, correlations u)mpuu{l separately
by occupational level established that such transmission 1s strong
est in the lowest classes.2 The rcasons are not established. hosw
ever. The Lynds in their analyses also document various factors
suggestive of class differences in political socializaton. Thus.
the Jower class parents have less time to devote 1o their chil
dren due to obvious pressures of work, while the business Lass
Parents have more competing leisure time interests of thei
own. The net effect appears to be less opportunity for lower
class parents to transmit their influences, but this g;)cx contrary
o the actual finding that Newcomb reports on parent-child
tesemblance. Another factor highlighted by the Lynds mav
tplin why parental transmission might be less intense at
higher class levels. Such mothers scem to be more attuned to
Cultyra} change and innovation and thus might be less prone
0 indoctrinate in the parental view.?

However, if one pushes the analysis to still more micro-

Sopic levels, the ideographic or idiosyncratic is revealed, and

us Riesman follows the formulation above with the remark
2bout one of his subjects (Pizzeri): “Such considerations, how-
Cver, useful as they may be in general, tell us little about the
Prospects for Pizzeri in particular.”

A number of studies of political behavior are appropriate
® this ultimate level of description and analysis. These are all
Studies somewhat clinical in approach, exploring the genesis of
Politics in a small number of individuals by methods of dctailed
'Nterview and case study. One gencralization may be drawn
f.fom these studies, and while it may appear obvious and necga-
Uve in tone, its significance should not be underestimated. It is
that no single formulation, even so complex and elaborate a
f(.)rmulation as earlier presented, will do justice to the range of in-
dividual processes. The phenomena treated in such studics, the
Tfeader will note, may be rather approximate to the political
*ealm since the studies employing methods appropriate for our
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purposes are so few in number that we cannot be too particular.
Lot us dllustrate some of the findings.

Isager administered o questionnaire to a group of 76 men and
women ranging inoage from 17 to 35, resident at International
People’s College o Denmark? The individuals were asked to re.
port on the tactors which influenced their level of political interese.
A preat vaniety of factors were reported with main emphasis going
to the tollowiny: reading as a source of influence, parents and to 5
lesser devree tnends as a source, and “reasoning” as an influence,
Lieacor, i addinon, collected :mlohiogmphics and analysis of these
data added to the above list of sources another 36 contributing
The most trequent pattern of influences among the subjects

/4.'( MY ) ;
“rsed pattern” i which avarnety of factors were preseng.

Mol Wt

ot other findings are rcportcd. Interpersonal jp_
Huenoes were found to be most important. P:lrallc.l to our earliep
discussion, wormen rqmru-(l more purcnlzll influence in the formation
ot thenr views, Adolescence was rc‘p()rlcd most frcqucmly as the age
At which poliical views were first formed. About one-third of the
croup reported subsequent changes from their initial views, attriby_

A mumber

ting: such Changes mainly to dramatic incidents.

Murray and Morgan conducted an intensive clinical study of 1,
Flarvard undergraduates in 1941.% The inquiry in its coverage of
social attitudes was concerned mainly with sentiments about Worg
Woar 1T and relatively litde with the usual range of political views,
However, we shall regard this ideological realm as analogous to the
arca ot political orientation. Generalizations are not cmphnsiZed;
rather cach case is presented in its entirety so as to convey the rich
Jdetail of the individual processes observed to lead to the particulay
orientation of cach undergraduate toward the War. Their genera]
finding demonstrates an intimate relation between personality Struc.
ture and ideology, but granted this model, what must be Cm}_)haslzed
is the great variety of developmental processes and the varied con.
nections between :;spccts of personality and ideology.

Another study, very similar in design, was conducted at Swarth.

more College, by V. V. French. Twenty women undergrnduatcs and
fiftecen faculty members of both sexes were studied by ntensive
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clinical means. Interview, personal history, various other personal
documents, and such tests as the TAT and Study of Values were
used to reveal processes underlying the formation of “philosophic-
religious sentiments.”® For the subjects as a group, the major general
ization with respect to growth of ideology was that development
bcgan in carly childhood due to a variery of cxperiences and pro
ceeded gradually; in some instances, however, dramatic experiences
were significant. Thus far. the findings scem much in accord with
our earlier formulation. A varicty of factors are shown to be ot
significance in development: parents and patterns within the familys
exemplars outside of the family such as teachers, relatives, leading
individuals; reading and formal cducational work. cte. This com
plex of factors, however, is found to operate in terms of several con-
trasted processes of development which characterize sub groups of
subjects. Upon contrasting sub-groups in a rather unusual way,
French reveals these processes. In an carlier preliminary inquiry,
French had ordered her subjects by reference to how Aighly or-
ganized their sentiments were. This distinction does not involve the
direction or content of the ideology, but is a formal dimension. ic.,
atheists and religious individuals might both have in common highly
organized sentiments.? When individuals of contrasted degrees of
organization arc examined, differences in developmental processes are
observed. Thus, among the group with poorly organized sentiments,
resemblance to parents is much greater. Similarly, the correlations
between sentiments and other independent variables within “the
family region” vary for the two groups. Only for those individuals
with a high degree of organization, arc sentiments correlated in any
important way with factors “outside of the family region.” c.g.
college work and reading, non-family exemplars.

Breslaw conducted an intensive inquiry into the life histories of
a group of 47 radicals and a group of 47 conservatives matched in
many respects.® In general, no single factor or constellation of factors
will account for the genesis of ideology in his subjects. Breslaw does
find that when the fotality of social influences were conservative or
radical, a corresponding ideology is formed; and that the combination
of experiences early in life are important. Since no single factor or
simple pattern of factors is important, he therefore sces the process
as highly variable in nature and dependent essentially on the number
of influences of conservative or radical tone and on the sequential
ordering of these in the life cycle.
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Qucener reports findings of another Stugy
on the development of political orientation.? Ijong interviews 0Of t‘t;
development of internationalist-nationalist attitudes were held W

so men, drawn mainly from the upper middle classes in New E’_‘g‘
land and having a median age of 53. While the data are retrospectiVe
and Linired o this one dimension of political orientation, the study
s unusual in providing a test of a specific, well-formulated theory
of attitude formation in addition to rich and concrete data on €€

In a series of papers,

‘-'<‘l"pxn("n(.

Qucener’s subjects report, in accordance with our earlier dis-
Cussion, w ruriery of sources which influenced their attitudes. Many
of these sources are inter-personal, individuals acting as modcls_fOr
the child, who provide *‘cues” and who are at the same time
“prestigious” for the child. Such individuals included family mem-
bers and outsiders in positions within various prestigious insfltu-
tions, churches, schools, and organizations. The concepts “prestige”
and “cues”™ and their subscquent elaboration in the form of prop-
ositions leads Queener to predict which sources shall be the operative
ones in socialization and to test this theory against his data, Herein

Hes the special virtues of the study.

Flis theory is that the individual imitates some model or in-
dividual who ['7r()\'idcs the cues for attitude formation, The model is
not followed, however, unless he has prestige, which ultimately de-
Ives from the reward or punishment flowing from such behavior.
F'o use Queener's terms, the “subjects’ attitudes vary directly with
the prestige of sources holding a given attitude and inversely with
the non-prestige of those sources.”10

. Qucener reports that his data follow without exception the re-
Quirements of the theory. “Mere number of attitude cues does not
S¢em to form attitude. Mere exposure to an attitude does not even
guarantec that it will attenuate the opposite attitude. In none of the
h_lstorics did multitudes of persons or groups holding a given at-
Utude form respondents’ attitude 1f their prestige was of an inferior
87ade to that of cven a few persons or groups holding counter
Ylews.”11 Queener notes the instance where several sources, provid-
'Ng different cues, may be equal in their prestige. Under such con-

't1ons, he obscrves that the more proximate source takes prcccdencc-

In addition to this general formulation and the corresponding

find; ) .
dings, data relevant to our discussion of the process of attitude
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formation are

. presented. Thus, Queener argues that attitudes formed
n accordance

with this model are usually discrete in character. By
and large, the cues provided b

y the prestigious models are specrpic
and the transfer is in ¢

urn specific. However, even with concrete
cues, general constellations did develop in two arcas, that of socio-
political conce

of life.

ptualizing and that arca having to do with the taking
In addition, a constellation may have been developed because
¢ prestigious person who was imitated happened to hold the
total constellation. Queener finds that the cues from the model are

rarcly presented to the child in didactic form. They are given i ex-
pressive form, thrOUgh the practices of the model, and absorbed on
this basis.

I is implied in the discussion that the family members are
usually the prestigious individuals in carly childhood. Then with
time, love seems to be diluted by emerging sentiments of respect or
l,aCk of respect, and the older sources may be dropped as maodels. Tu
Is very prominent in the later historics of the subjects that certain

kinds of behavior become evaluated in terms of the growth of
social ideals:

NCW prestige-cuc sources impinge upon the -
dividual from various socictics so that acquired drives (social ideals)
arise and the older sources begin to be reevaluated accordingly.

A set of clinical studies which document the dynamics of politi-
cal development are those of Riesman and Glazer.!® Flere, the allu-
sion is not to the primary theoretical work, The Lonely Crowd, but
to the subsequent volume of detailed case studies which document
the earlier theory. In these case studies, the mode of treatment is
typically not a longitudinal or developmental treatment: rather it in-
volves a structural analysis or interweaving of factors given in the
contemporary field. However, the temporal ordering of the factors
is oftentimes implicit, and thesc studics like the carlier ones cited
demonstrate again the complexity of political behavior. One of the
complexities revealed is that while political behavior is scen as
related to character type, content of behavior is not predicted from
character, but rather what Riesman and Glazer label “style™ and
“mood” of politics.® In part this implics the limitations of our
schematization of politics; the contents we have labeled oricntation.
participation, and authoritarianism do not exhaust the domain of
politics. In part, as Riesman reminds us, his character types rcln‘tc
to “mechanisms of conformity,” and it is the accident of the his-
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.- 1 wrvation which determines the contents towards which there
Cvirosinety . Nevertheless, this latter argument plus his other
ciiiaine on the tenuous relation of character and politics, suggest

St e reonabity tactors doonot flow in any obvious, simple way

i oo o tormes of political behavior M

i sore specine features of the case material document the
Cevi et esen nore. Riesman and his associates conducted their
Wi ntersiews with o about 180 respondents, so chosen that par-

thonlar o ase, ethmie and social groups were represented. In general,
contranc  heerved show that the development of politics follows dif-
i aroacsses dependent on the subeultural context, and further
that the e phenomenon, e.g. apathy, involvement or participation,
e itierent meanings and origins in these different groups. Yet,
cven wrhin a o most homogencous social group and setting, in-
divrdual dirferences are widespread, presumably representing ideo-
sraphin processes. For example, 23 interviews were conducted in
4 most depressed area of East Harlem, New York, with Negro
respandents, mainly women.'™ Earlier 1t was noted that the literature
on the wovabization of the Negro was almost bare of any discussion
ot pohitcs, Here, Riesman fills in some of the gap, by documcnting
the tact thar political inactivity is modal for the group and due to
the tacr that “the conditions of lower-class life do not train people
i the maotivations and techniques” necessary. In this setting, the
Activist was the exception, and for him it was necessary to invoke
chara lrrnlngic.nl factors.

A group of interviews with youth conducted in Bridgeport,
Conn., provide a contrast. Here the social setting was that of a
vocational school, catering to lower-class white individuals of various
miprant stocks. Five cases are reported, and it is noted that despite
the common lower class positions, these show considerable variation
m political patterns as a function presumably of temperament and
cthnic differences and idiosyncratic cxpericnccs.m However, if one
attemipts to characterize the model pattern, this group also shows
political indifference, low political competence, and low political
affecr, presumably arising from the social conditions characterizing
their development.

A group of ninc interviews with young people in a small
village in Vermont provides dramatic findings showing that simple
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sub<ultural determinism is too crude a model. The village was
chosen for social contrast as a site in which “inner-direction™ as a
character type would be found. The writers note that the adult
group, by implication, the parents of these nine cases, are often not
natives of the area. Parryville appears to be a “retuge for residual
inner-directeds uncomfortable in other-directed sctungs.™ " Lite in
Parryville is described as onc of “stringencics and scarcities™ and for
historical reasons the “elderly divide up the available social and
political roles.” The conscquence for development is that the maodal
pattern observed among these yourh is a “profile of apathy, of
hibited aims.” Contrary to initial expectation, the political style of
the inner-directed is not found among the young! The process may
be summarized in Riesman’s conclusion that for adults Parryville
acts as onc of the “inner-directed refuges where they can find
contentment in grousing that others might find in carousing. The
young, however, are unknowing captives of this process, deprived
by parental ‘opportunity’ of their own range of future opportunity.”™*

Other youth interviews, conducted in varicd school sctungs
tapping other social groups cnhance the picture of sub-cultural
variation and corresponding complexity, idiosyncratic  variation
within the homogencous social sctting, and the unexpected and un-
predicted finding. We shall not expand on the casc material any
further for our purposes.

A final set of case studies is reported by Smith, Bruner and
White.® Building on the earlier inquiry by Murray and Morgan,
intensive clinical analyses were conducted on 10 marricd, male sub-
jects. The subjects were diverse in background characteristics but
all were considerably above average in intelligence. Between 1945
and 1948, the subjects’ opinions about Russia were explored in great
detail and related to very elaborate data on individual development,
family background, past personal history and to a long battery of
measures of personality and intellectual capacities and functioning.
The published account presents little direct evidence on the develop-
ment of the subject’s ideology. Rather, like the Riesman studics, the
mode of treatment is that of a structural analysis or interweaving of
personality and present-day ideology. However, the personality realm
is, in turn, examined as a developmental phenomenon.

As in all the studies cited, the major finding noted and repeated
throughout is that of “boundless individual variation.”2? Individuals
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‘n which their specific ideologies

rroere. Nooroos there any simple gcncml rclatlonshlp between con-

nality factor. Among the many

cmiit Gt soieniogry and a particular perso

Lrier the cxacl  processes by

Cnoanations advanced for this lack of SimplC correspondcncc, Smith,
o wtrews a new and valuable point: “\th‘ ont,: observes the
veetnpresanen ot rich individual opinions into the ‘yeas’ and ‘nays’ of
[<ton wtand ... onc senses the relatively narrow range of alternatives

B wehinohoandividual opinion can express itself on public matters. It

too surprise to tind a plenitude of different motives bringing men
together i 4 common stand on policy. What strikes one forcibly,
homnever, o the complexity of attempting to link deeper-lying motives
poations on such speaitic matters as the Truman Doctine. In
thansy woavs, the polies upon which these men must take a stand
boave Ditle directly o do with the substance of their opinions: the

Grietion aowans s whether a given policy proposal will serve as an
the more amorphous underlying

. ‘.'\-".

N !rwln_.[r

I SES SRTIT SUNNES SN be r\[‘r(‘sscd."”

Channel through which

Yer. there 1s a congruence between pcrsonalily and ideology.
Kecalling: Riesmuan’s formulation, the content of ideology is not pre-
drited oo much from Pcrsunnlil\'——mthcr the idwlogical realm re-
Heore an tormal respects the 111£)rc gcn(‘ml conditions of capacity,
temperament, and personality structure. Idcology often reflects dif-
terences i the “qualitative use of mind”; it often reflects whether
thinking s, feeling predominates in the individual; it often reflects
the Uprevatling mood tone.”™ The expressive character of opinion is
Hlustrated in many cases. Thus, one subject gifted with high intel-
lc.(tu.nl capacitics for abstraction revealed an articulate, well-orga-
nized, differentiated view of Russia; another subject generally re-
sistant to abstraction characteristically avoided seeing broad ideologi-
cal considerations when appraising Russia; another subject with
attitudes toward Russia that were subtle, elaborate, but somewhat
disorganized and overstated, exhibited more general temperamental
and intellectual qualities of the same nature.

_ f‘\s previously noted, this suggests that our three dimensions of
political behavior hardly exhaust the domain of political behavior,
What is further suggested is that the goals of political behavior,
¢-g.. authoritarian ends, liberal ends, etc., need supplementation by
duno_n_sinns which will convey the “style of individual politics” or the
cognitive aspects of ideology. Certainly, our prefatory remarks on the
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need for a systematic treatment of perceptual or cognitine and 1n
tellectual factors in political behavior arc underscored agamn and agam

in this inquiry.

The studies of idiosyncratic factors in political development
should not be regarded as obscuring or marring the general
formulation earlier presented. Rather these studies ennich our
knowledge and are a necessary antidote to the more general
formulation. Intuitively, one would appraise as tnealid 2 gencral
formulation which did not nced to introduce the idiosvncratie
in a Psychology of Political Development. Individuals are <o
cialized into politics on the basis of their experiences in given
groups and environments, ycs, but they are not victimized by
such experience. They learn—they receive ideas-—but they also
actively judge the environment and sclect experience, Psveho
logical analysis involving concepts from the arca of pereeption
and cognition and from the area of motivation a1 personality
would be required to complete our treatment of (he Pavchology
of Politics. The case studies presented remind us of 1he e

Il(‘(‘(f
for these two future undcrmkings.
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Conclusion

In this work, literature relevant to a general formulation of
political behavior as a product of learning or socialization has
been summarized. It should be noted that certain specialized
writings which we have omitted could well be exploited for a
definitive treatment of socialization into politics. Thus, for
example, some inquiries into the development of the sclf have
explored the growing sense of membership in a class or cthnic
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il proup.® Insofar as these mcmbcrships have been

Foranhlinhiedd as major sources of clcaVﬂgC in adult POﬁdCS: the
~wemani treatiment of this literature would have been legitimate,
T wotdl however, have led us away from our focus on politi-

o tetvior o studies of the development of the myriad influ-
.~ which ultmately affect political behavior. Our concern has
fr-: rather weth a general formulation and the supporting evi-
i~:. = The tormulation was intended to remind us of a neglected
i oo Bhlem and to provide a systematic framework for inquiry into
"hie problem. The treatment or inventory of past and current
brise ledie relevant to the problem was made extended and de-
“ledd Ouar aim was to show on what aspects of the problem
there exiaes .llrc.ld)' definitive evidence, on what aspects knowl-
cdize v Ketchy and inconsistent, and to suggest the wide variety
<t mcthods which are available to future investigators of these

[‘Ill})!r[]]\.
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