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EDITOR'S FOREWORD 

In the present volume, one in a series of five, the student of Japanese will find repro­

duced a variety of texts selected with a view to making available to the Western student a 

ready source of fully annotated reading materials, representing the best of contemporary 
~ 

scholarship in Japan. The series covers the fields of Japanese language, literature, history, 

political science, and sociology, respectively, and each volume includes extracts both from 

full-scale works and from articles appearing in the leading learned journals, while yet other 

pieces comprise whole articles in themselves. 

A certain amount of care has been taken to insure that adequate representation has been 

accorded to each of the several subdivisions of the individual disciplines; the prospective 

user will note that the materials have been chosen in order to provide as wide and diverse a 

coverage as possible within each field. Thus, while it is not anticipated that any single 

student or group of students will wish to apply himself to all the selections offered, each 

user should here find some selections which bear directly on his own particular field of 

interest. If this be so, . the study of these texts will assist in introducing the student to the 

specialized terminology and to some of the contemporary trends in thinking in his subject, 

prepare him to read more extensively, and so profit the more from his reading. On the other 

hand, the student should also extend his reading to those texts which lie outside his primary 

field of interest, as this will serve to increase his general competence and facility of 

comprehension in the language· 

It must not be assumed that all the conclusions reached in the various selections are 

those which are most widely accepted by authorities on the subject, nor that many of them 

are not open to a great deal of debate, but the very tentativeness of the solutions offered will, 

it is hoped, demonstrate to the student what lines of investigation he himself could most pro­

fitably follow, and perhaps inspire him to individual research. 

Some two or three years of preliminary training in the language, accomplished in a 

strong university program, are assumed. With this background it should be possible for the 

student, whether he works with his language teacher, with a specialist in his own discipline, 

or by himself, to study the texts with the aid of the accompanying annotations, and thereby 

gain a real insight into contemporary Japanese scholarship. 

The editor is especially happy to make his acknowledgments to the authors whose works 

appear in the present readers and to their publishers. The permissions received from the 
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former to publish their works and the understandings furnished by the latter exemplify the 

type of cooperation which now takes place across the Pacific Ocean. 

The basic selections and bibliographical headnotes for the language reader were made 

by Professor Hiroshi Tsukishima of Tokyo University, for the literature reader by Professor 

Keij i Inaga of Hiroshima University, for the political science reader by Professors Ritsuo 

Akimoto of waseda University and Junnosuke Masumi of Tokyo Metropolitan University, for 

the history reader by Professor John W. Hall of Yale University, and for the reader on social 

anthropology and sociology by Professors Richard K. Beardsley of The University of Michigan 

and Kiyomi Morioka of the Tokyo University of Education. Participating extensively in the 

compilation of the language reader was Professor Hideo Komatsu of Tokyo University of Edu­

cation and in the history reader Professor Yukihiko Motoyama of Kyoto University. 

Helping in the work of annotation were Mrs. Karen Woodard Brazell, Miss Kyoko Iriye, 

Mr. Roland Lange, Mr. Ray A. Moore, Miss Eiko Shinohara, Mrs. Mineo Takada, Mrs. 

Hideko Masumi, Mrs. Hideko Wayman, and Mrs. Tazuko Yamanaka Uyeno. 

Participating in the process of editing were Professors Eric Ceadel of the University of 

Cambridge, Patrick G. O'Neill of the University of London, Hide Shohara and Yoshio Iwamoto 

of The University of Michigan, and Mr. Chaote Lin of The University of California. 

These readers were prepared under Contracts SAE-8861 and OE-3-14-025 between 

The University of Michigan and the United States Office of Education, Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare, provided for under the terms of the National Defense Education Act. 

The editor wishes to thank Dr. A. Bruce Gaarder and Dr. James E. Alatis of the Language 

Development Section, U.S. Office of Education, and Dr. Austin E. Fife, formerly of that 

office, for their constant aid and encouragement in bringing this project to completion. 

Joseph K. Yamagiwa 
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