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To thee I dedica."te:..:~(-=r:hiS-f~lthough it does not requite 
even one of thy favours (the memory of) which has not 
been obliterated by Time. 
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PREFACE 

This little book has been composed in order to present to 
the English-reading public, l\lluslim as well as non-1\rluslim, 
the viewpoint of orthodox Islam with regard to J:Iadith Litera­
ture, its origin and development, and its criticism by the 
Muslim doctors. For in English, there has been published 
only one book on the subject (The Traditions of Islam by Alfred 
Guillaume, Oxford, 1924). But it does not represent the 
Muslim point of view. In other European languages (like 
German, French and Dutch) there have been published 
several highly learned and critical works on f:/adith. But 
none of them represents the orthodox Islamic views. 

This book was begun in 1930 and was almost completed 
in 1936. In composing it, have been utilized not only many 
of the important works of the modern European Orientalists, 
but also a large part of the original Arabic sources some of 
which (so far as I know) have not been fully utilized uptil now. 
The reader, therefore, may find in this work some important 
materials 'Yhich may not be available in any of the European 
works on the subject. 

Some parts of this book were published in Tlze Proceedings 
of the All India Oriental Conference (1937), pp. 187-206, in the 
Proceedings of the Idara-i-Ma'arif-i-lslamiya, Lahore ( 1933), 
pp. 61-71; and an Arabic translation of Chapter VI ("The 
Special Features of I:Iadith Literature") was published as 
a part of al-Mabal).ith al- 'Ilmiyah, by the Da'irat a1-Ma'arif 
of Hyderabad (India) in 1939. But the book could not be 
published uptil now on account of circumstances which need 
not be mentioned. It was in 1959 that the University Grants 
Commission of India and the Calcutta University provided the 
necessary funds for its publication. I will be failing in my 
duty if I do not express my gratitude to them for this favour, 
and also to Dr. G.C. Raychaudhury, the present Registrar of 
Calcutta University, for his sympathy and keen interest in 
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To d.u I dedica1e (thil) .allhoqh it dar• 1101 rcquilc 
even uaw uhhy favoun (the memory of) \\hic:la hu nul 
been obliterated by Time. 



PREFACE 

Thill linle book hu been c:ompo~ed in order to prnent 10 

ll•r Engli:lh-n:adins pqblic:, MU1Iim u well ... non-M111lim, 
I he viewpoinl of orlhodOlll l1lam wilh n:sard to Uadlth Lilera­
'""'• iu origin and devekopmenl, and ill eritic:.Um by lhe 
Muslim doc:ton, For in Englbh, 1here h:u ~n publishl!d 
only one book on 1he 1ubjec:1 ( Tltr TrMiititlfu of [JIG"' by Al&l!d 
Guillaumr, Oxrord, 1924). But it don nol n:preKnt tht!' 
MU1lim point <>f vit!'w. In other European laosuaan (likr 
Gf'rman, Fn:nd• and Dllleh) 1hen: haw ban publi~hl!d 
1everal highly learned and critical wo:rb on lltNIUio. llut 
ncme ofthC":m repraen-. thf' orlhoclox l•lamic: vio:1n. 

Thi1 book wu bo:gun in 19SO and w.u almos1 mmplo:1o:d 
in 1936. In composing it, ha~ ban u1iliao:d n<>l only many 
tof the impor1nn1 works or tho: modem Europo:an Orio:ntaiUu, 
bu1 also a. la'll:e pan of 1ho: original Arabic: 10uren somo: of 
which (so rar u I know) have" not ban full~· utiliud uptil now . 

. Tlu• rt'ader, therdore, 1nay find ill thU worlr. !lOme: impo..-tanl 
mato:rials which may nol IJco available: in any of tho: Europo:an 
worb on 1ho: iiubjo:c:t. 

Somf' par11 of thi• book wert' published in TM Pr«mmi••' 
tif tlw Jttllrrditt OriMtt~~l CP/trt"" (1937), pp. 187-206. in thr 
Pr«tm,..•of tho: ldlra-i-Ma'lrir-i-lsll.ndya, Lahore (1933), 
pp. 61-71; and an Arabic: trarulation or Chapter VI ("The 
Special Features or Uadlth Litl"ratun:") wu pubiUhed u 
a ~nor al-Mallltaith al- 'llmlyah, by the Dl'irat al·Ma'lrif 
of Hytkrabad (India) in 1939. But the book could not • 
publUihed uptil now on account or eircunutanc:a whieh need 
not be mentiono:d. II wu in 1959 thatlhe UDivenity Granu 
Commilaion or India and the Caleuna UDiwni1y provided lht' 
nea.ary fund• for i-. publication. I will be failing in my 
duty if I do no1 19.pRIII my gratitude 1o them ror tbil ravour, 
and a!.o to Dr. G.C. llayehaudbury, the pn:RDt Jlt'tiiuar of' 
C.lc:ulla. Unlvenity, ror hi• aympathy and lr.ecn inlerat in 



lh<' publi<"aliutl of Thr bnok. I musT aiM> r><pT"' my heaT!• 
frh 1lumb In Dr. S.A. Kam<~li, a ynung comprtrnl ocholaT 
<•f Arabic, wc\1-tr .. in<'ol ill th~ mo<l.,rn mNhnd of lil.,rary 
T,...rarrh, whu, "'"'Y kindly, chuk"d lh<' ref"f<'II<:<!S in The 
book, It"''" n•r ungrudging hdp in reading iT• pronfa, •111d 
prrparrd lh•· lilt of ahbr.,,·ia1io11s and 1h" lnd""· My lhanluo 
ar<' abo du" To Dr. :\1.\\'. /1.-li"';' of Lurknnw, wh<> trnn•latc~d 
(from Turki•h inTo f.ngli•h · lin mr, a pllU,.gc frum an ;orTic\c 

of Prnf. Ahmed '''''" \..-e p. 138); w Mawlanil Muklulr 
AJ,ntad :-1~<\wi 1~ l«·cn and rriTical •mdrnt ,.f l;tRdlth'l, who 
found om for me oomr refn-:nccs to 1om" l;ladlth·worb and 
I;ISji :\lu\;o"mmad Yuouf, Thr Librari<~n amllh<' own<:r {reaprc· 
tivclrJ of lh<" l;to\ji 'Abd Allah Librar}, C;okuna, for l.,ndintt 
mt' •r•·rr:~l h-ook< on l;l .. dllh fn•m 1h.-ir Libntr~·· 

At the o·nd, I mu~t add th<01 if the prrutal of 1hU book 
crr;un ;on aniw• int•·rnT i11 l;l:ldlTh-LiTt'ralurc and hlamic 
Cuhurc am<>ng the roung Indian wholan of Arabic and of 
hlam, I will ronoidrr my Jon~,::, hard work for ot'vrral yean, 
ampl)· r<'WRrdrd. 

l\(Wrmbe-r I, 1961 M.Z.$. 
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INTR.ODUCTION 

The hilltory or the origin, devclopmrnt and niticU.m or 
/lllflflll Literature U. an Important :111 well u an intnc~tint: 
subject, 

It U impcwtant, bc:cauac itRnle~ u a IOW'Ce of'ini'Grmation 
for the history of pre-lol11mic Arabia and of ewly hlam, a11d 
for the dev<"lopment of Ar11bir Litcratun: u "''11!11 • of hlamlc 
thouaht In FDeral and or hlamic law in particular. It at.o 
played an important part in ntabiUhiq a ""mmoa cultW'I! 
Cor 1110' whole Islamic WOI'Id,l It i1 nill wielding a IP'ftlt 
inDuence on the mindl of thr M111lim1,1 and is bound to 
inftllf:nce them in 1he future also. It ia inlernting bccauac 
it throws a flood oflight on I he ~ebolotJy ofthr TraditianiiiS­
the pio111 u well u the Foraen-and on many olthe politkal 
and cultural movements which originated and dorvcloped ia 
the: vario111 paru of the Mutlim -rid thi'OIII'hout dH: past 
hiatory of l1lam. lt allo contain~ many of the buie idea 
con«Tning Democracy, the equality of all men and nations, 
condemnation of Apration, drvelopmeat ol the power lO 

dd'end ODCM:IC and the mtabliahmcmt of peace ia the world, 
aad many other basic problem~ whidt a~ qitaliDithc mind. 
of moderD pcopla. 

nae MUI!irm (Iince: the li~·time of their Prophet)" and 
the Watern •cbollltll and Orin11alilla (Cor ;obout the lut 
200 yean), therdOTr, took keen iatcrat in I:J.Jilll, In l;&olllll 
Litet"ature and in ia eriticilm. Durins the time oC the Prophet, 
{I) 'l'hiohu~abyi'NI'.J. ~-- .. ~·~N~-~M:~~ie-

... lcl oleo Traditionalb11101o;. 1.1111•''), ZDMC, I'D, pp. 1·:11. 

(2) TJ,Ph£oce,6. 
(S, Tho t ..... iootkh..:ht(l .. ~that .,.... ...... -&CftpWduan 

..,lhoritrllntiltl,..li-<Aal-sho6"11ordlllt!dbyli'.e.....,.....:ecpo 

._ b)t all doc t~adlllanioto U wdlao 1he O.ien ... lhiO Gllhr loa•-., 

...., ..... at\ft'lhc Prophet'• dulh •......, ,.........,. cllnoli""na 
- lbrpd lor all the polllic.d,MC......,andOChft M\IOiim 
parlleoln•"pPOI''alwloallhcy.....,Md. Forlr~"·--• 
•ea:epl...t.bralllheM ... U..oaoaniMilhorll¥,1t--*hc""' 

-"'""" ... At..Udbaarp...,.... 
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hU Companions eagerly learnt A{lltllllt from him. Many of 
them wrote th"m down, rultivat"d th.,m, and •p~:ad them 
:among thdr "o-rdigionists. A l:ar!J<' numbrr of ~Uilll w"~ 
"oJJ.,ct"d :ad spr.,ad throughout tltt vast hlamic "mpire partly 
in writing, and partly orally, brfore th" "nd of the lint c"ntury 
of Hijra. During th" following c"nturi"", effons w"r" made 
to o;ompile more or lea "xhauttive o:olleo:tiom of lf64tiilh 
which wer" considered to be rt'liable and long, arduo1.11 
journeys were undertaken for thi• purpose. 11na, 
partly in th" lt'Cond century of the Hijra, but largely 
in the third, imponant colle<'tion• of such AlliJitll as were 
<'Onsidered to be reliable we~ compikd and published. N 
some Mddilll were forged during the life-time of the Prophet, 
.,..re was taken oince that very period, to determint' their 
reliability. For the •ake of it, was inuoduced the systt'm of 
ls.Wtl which was applied to l;latlilh at an early period, and w:~~ 
nu.ted N a nCCII:$!ary part of every individual tradition, not 
long afit'r the beginning of the second t'Cntury of Hijra and 
by and by, there were developed variout branches oflitt'rature 
which 1CT"Y«< as foundationl for the criticism of every indivi­
dual l;latiilh. AI. the /srt4l Wa!l not considered to be the ture 
guarantee of the genuinene.s of a l;latlitll, certain general 
principl~ were laid down in order to test the truth of illl text. 
It has been, however, generally a<:<:epted by the traditionillll 
that the truth of a tradition U determined by the faculty that 
is developed by the spedalisb in the '"bject, b) means of long 
continuous nudy of traditions and by means of constant dis­
<'ussi<nll about them with other tpecialiots, and by acquiring 
a deep insight into them. All these matten haYe been 
discUDed bricOy in thio boolr.. 

The Western scltolars haYe been taking k«n interest in 
I;IUith collecti<nll as well u in other branches uf literatu~ 
o:onnected with l;latiilh, for abom 200 yean. They made a 
eri1iccal ttudy of l;lt~tlilh, edited and publilhed many of the 
original Arabic worb on these subj...,u, translated oome of 
them ln1o their own languagc:o, and Wl'Oie learned treatises 
and critic..~~\ anicles oo 110me of the intrkate buie problems 
relating to l;lllililA Literature. Some of them publiahed • 
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c:nmpreh.,nlivc and lai!Jhly c:ri1icaJ acco~:~nl of the origin and 
the development of the IUbjec:l, diK~a~cd .... ny fundamen1al 
proble .... rclaliDJ to i1, and dcacribed mo.t of 1he impon&nl 
tfHiiAworb,andpoinledouttheir meriuand delllel"iu. Abrid' 
account of a heir imponan1 CC>nlrib11tions to 1hc atudy or 1;111111111 
(till about 1920) baa bftn aivcn by D. GUitav pt.anr~~OIIa 
in hill Htlllfl6wlt • '''- Li,_, (Berlin, Lcipzis, 1923). 

Among lhem, A. Sprenger, Edward E. SaJilblll'y, 0. V, 
Houdu, L. Knhl, 1. GoldKihll'r, T. W. ju)·nboll, J. Horovitz 
and A.J. Wemirn:k made: 1mpor1ant o:ontributioDS to 1hc 11udy 
of our subjcct, and W. Wau.J. Schacht,J. Rabson and mme 
othen are ••ill ensaged in the Jr.een critical otudy of IJGIIUA 
Litcraaure, and arc making aome impor1ant wntributio.,. 
10 iu history and uiticiam. 

They railed 10me fundamental problem~~ with I"C!prd to 
tiMitA Liacralurc and iu development, and aried 10 10lvc 
them ac:cOI'ding to 1hc modem mct:hods of literary and hiato­
Tical cri1iciam on tile batis of 1heir own raun:hes. The 
6n1 Wnlt"rn u:holar 10 do 10 w:u Spreqp:r. (u he himtelf 
Claimed) In lhe in1rodw:1ion 10 hi1 lhu Ltlu11 """ tlN Ltltu 
thJ Mda1111111Hi, he summarized lhc rnulll of his rnearches 
in l;lalihll Li1era1urc. William Muir 11llo diacUIICd, in 1he 
inuoduc1ion 1o hil /.ifo ..t M.,_,.atl, 1hc reliabili1y or l)aliilll. 
Bu1 1hey were far surpa..ed in 1beir II"C"almenl and crilicism 
of flllditll Lherilllurc by I. Ooldziher who wu endowed by 
na1uii"C" with 11ron1 lnlellect 11nd keen criliea.l f11cuhy, and who 
had made a 1horolll'h s1udy ofjewU.h and Chri11ian lilerlllutt". 
He dtOic Anbic laRJuare and liter111ur'C in sencral, •nd 
l)llfllllt Literalurt: in parlicul•r, as Rlllle or the •pccial fields £or 
bU. reteuch. He publilhed numcroUI learned anida, uea­
tins and boob on 10rae or the collections or QeiUir u wdl 
u on the history of the malt"rial and fo:rm•l development or 
the sul!ject. The m011 imporlanl of his worb lOr our purp;.c: 
il the second volume of 1he M..,...isdw StrMIW.. In ir, 
after haYin1 disc-.! -e preliminary maucn, Gokbiher 
diK...ed the polieical, &he secwriaa ami the cultural 
movei!IC"NII in Wamic history which iaBIIt!lllccd the material 
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and Connal drvelopmr:nt of l;ltlllltA Lileraturc. He hu dealt 
with tho: imp<>l"tant l;ltliitll eollections. and pointed out their 
maiu and defects acco:rdina to his own view. At the end of 
the book, 11c hu alloshuwn the inftuo:ace of the New Te.tament 
u wellu of the nco-Platonic and Ou01Uc idcu on our IUbjcc:t. 
His general conclusion ilthat l;ltliitll Liten.utrc dc>a not rcpre­
unt the Pris:inal ide.u and idcala of the Prophet of ldam, but 
that it reflects 1ho.e of a much later period. It, therefore, 
cannot serve 01 a source for the idcasprcM"hcd by Muhammad, 
but scrv,... .u an imporuun 1<1urce of information for the his­
tory of the development of the diffc:rcnt .upccts of l1lamic 
culture of the later pcriodl under the foreign non-lllamic 
inftuence.. 

For more important than the conlribution• of Sprenger, 
Goldzihcr and ollll'nl il the preparation or tl~e C:..onlllfKI' 
111111 l•nlim rif Moulirr1 TttliiliOII which il bur:d upon the si" 
canonical collections, the Sulllll/l of ai-Dirimi, the Jlla_l,. 
of lmim MSiik and the MIIMIIHI of Abmad b. v;mbal. It 
w:a originally planned by Juyoboll, Wen1indc, Horovitz 
and lome other Oricntalistl, wu patronized by the Royal 
Academy of A~~t~terdam, and aided and helped by IIIQft' than 
a dozen ttf Acadenties and educational inltitutiotll of different 
countrin. nw: work has been continued by de Haaaand 1111isted 
by M. Fu'&d 'Abd al-Biqi andotlaen. n1c actual worlr. of pre· 
parint; the Concordance wu begun In 1916 and b continued 
by abo111 40 scholan of diH'crent (:OliRtrin. The fint part 
of it was published in 1936, and the twenty-sixth pal"l in 1961. 
It co1ui"• or all the impcwtant cxpreaions occurring in any or 
d.., WOI"b mentioned above, in alphabetical order, the pcnonal 
namo:1 etc. being miC"rvcd for the hq1 pBrll. Tl1is Jn:~ge WC>rlc 
It of ere•• permanent value, and U sure to srnre as 11 eolid 
lbundalie>n £or all 1hc lmpurtant future worlr.s on the varioua 
111pccu of Arabic lite-rature in pm:ral and of IJIIIIUA 
lJtCI"atureinpanicular. 

~ W~tcna .cholan. however, introduced into 1he 1hldy 
of IJfllliiA the modera critical method of literary and biltorical 
retcardl, .utd trial 10 dlow IbM /;laMIA Litwatllft Ia p:aeral 
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i:l of apoo;~yphal orisi~ and doubtf'ul charaocter. They pw 
the followma: rc:uons IR aupport o£ their conclu.ion :-

(a) The l;lllflfiA Literature Ia larscly baaed. on mere oral 
trarumiuion £or marc thaa a century, and auch of the IJUi/A 
colkctiona as we have r«eivcd do not reru to any rc:<;OI"dl 
or A~tlt which may have been made at an earlier period. 

(b) The number o£ ~~~ in the later collcctiDill is much 
larpr than the number o£ those o;-ontaincd in the carlicr 
collcctio01 or in the early worb on blamic law. This IKt"Ordinc 
1o thcm, 1hows that mDIIt of the AtA/UA .,.-e of doubtrnl 
character. 

(c) The Jt64Htlt reported by the younser Companion~ 
arc much larger io number than thmc related by the older 
Companions, which, they ~~~ert, ahoWI that the /Sflllt/J attached 
to these ;t!Ulllr arc not quite reUablc. 

(d) The ayatem or 111114 was arbitrarily applied to /;IMUA 
not earlier than the end of the lint century of Hijra; and it 
i:l no proor of genuinenea o£ the tradition to whi<;h it il 
":.llachcd. 

(e) Many or the .UUIIA eontradict one another. 

(f) There i1 definite evidence of IIU'JC"SCalc ~ or the 
lmU u well u of the text of M.Uillt. 

(B) The M.alim critics o;-onfincd their critit"ilm of l;lflflld 
to /nrU only, and never criticised ill text. 

Many of th- quntio ... have bccu diKUAcd in detail iD 
chapten 1, VI and VIII of this book. Here only a brie£ 
comment upon them may be made :-

(a) It hu already bcea 1hown by Gold.zihcr that IIIDR" 

than a dosen of $#4ffolu containinc ,MMIIA of the Prophet 
were compiled by the Oompanio111 and the FoJI~n.. A.. 
Cor the want o(rcfcreoce to them in tbc later l;lt~tlitltcollcctiollll, 
it hu been caplaincd by A. Sprenger u being due 10 the £act 
chat the early traditionii;D referred to the authors oftbe.a-b 
from whom they rco;-cived 1bem throuJh their owa ~en., 
i111tcad of.rd"e:rtinl to tbc boob thc.-lva which were liable 
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to br interpolated and forsed. He h.., demonstrated it 
with reference to thc pr110cticc follow"d by Wlqidi and Ibn 
Sa'd;' and hu also collected a good dc:al of material with 
rcgard to thc Wl"itins down of /:{11Jith and the "llio.tence of boob 
in Arabic during thc pre-Islamic and the carly Islamic IK'riod, 
in his artidc "On tltc origin and progrcss ,,f writing down 
historic<'! facu amons th" Musalmam.". 1 The publication 
.,.( th" $~ifllh of HammAm b, Munabbih by Dr. l;lamidullah, 
ilnd th" idcntifiration of iu cont.,nll with 1ha1 of a pa.rt of lh" 
M,.,.,J of A/:tmild b. l;l<'nb11l with vcry 1ligh1 diffc....,ncn, 
11rongly support the ti"'"'Y of Spun!'"'· 

(b) Th" increase: in tbc number of ~ilh in the later 
colkctiom (of the 3rd C..mury A.H.) may br apprcciated by 
thwe who arc convenant with th" history of the collection oft he 
Af<GJith. Th .. cady compilcn did nol lr.now u m.any traditioN 
as wer" known to thc lat.,rcoll.,cton. For, oimultancouoly with 
the e~:pa.nsionofthe Islamic "mpire in the various countrin,the 
CUJtodiam oflh" A'-'Uith •prcad throughom thne dominions. 
It was aft« the '""ken of tlte Abd«<tA had travelled through 
Ill! thn" countria (lituated wide apart from one another}, 
and collected togethiCr the u-aditions lnown to each of the 
traditic;onUu living th.,ne and narrated them to their own 
di.sciplrs, that larger and larger coll«tiom of the A6idlth could 
br compiled during the J«ond and the third ccnturie.. 

(c) It ill thought by 1ome of the Watc:m 1chol..n that the 
natural procns was that those who associatc:d with the Pro­
phet of lslilm for a long IK'riod should have rcponc:d more 
traditiont. of him th- thOle who aaocia1ed with him for a 
abort period. But ao:tually this wu not &O, The younsc:r 
generation of the CompaaioDII have reponed a much larger 
number of tradition~ than the oJder Companions. From thU 
they wnc:ludc: that the: b"iiM of the younger Companion& war 
forgal.. Bu1 the qUQtion hu already been c:.onaidercd by the 
uadition.ins themseiVCII. They aay that tbe older Oompa.­
.Uona.paaed away 100n aner the dc:ath of the Prophet, and, 

(I) JAliB • ...,.,XXV,p.62. (2) lhl. pp.l03-~anoU7~~BI. 
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thn'd'orC", they could not report all tlu: uaditions kn-n to 
thl'm, whl'rl'N thl' younp.T CnmpaniOIIII-C".g. Ibn 'Abblt, 
AbQ Hurayra, 'A'ishah and othl'n-lived l'or a muC'h lonpr 
period, and could narrate' to thl'ir ltudC"ng m01t olthl' tradi­
tioN known to thC'm. j. f'Gc'.k h11.1 pointed out that thi• ract 
i• in ravour of" the veraC"ity or thl' ttaditionilt1; ror ir all the 
b.US Wei"C' rorged by them, tht'y would have triftl to produce' 
I.IJIIB rrom thl' oldl'r Companion~ in IUFr numbC'n.' "That 
the traditionilg did nat do thit", 1aya Prof". Rob.on, "makl'l 
ua wondC"r whether there may no1 be more truth than we have 
imqined in what they tra111mit" .1 

(d) As the /Jif44, ig origin, dC'velopmcnt aQd importance' 
hu been dilclDIR in chapter VI or thil book, and j, Robton 
h.l thorou~~:hl)" dealt with tbC' view. of thl' MUIIim dactOI"III.I 
well u thOR ol all the Watern ~ehalan on it,' the readen 
are nrerred to the oblervation• contained in ti~Qe so~~«e~. 

(e) Thrre il no doubt that a large numba- ol the .........," 
are contradictory to one another. But to conclude rrom the 
cantradictitml between tlle"m, that at leal! RIOIIt of them are 
l'orgft!. il not quite warranted. It is natural ror the IC"ader 
of a great, pragn:aivc, rut-developing movement to chanp 
hi• inltructioru to hi• l'ollowcn, at ig variout llaget aco;cmling 
to the rC"quiremcntl of' the circunutances. Certainly, lllam 
wu 1uch a movement. One 1hould not, therefore, be •ur­
prilt'd ir ill lcadl'r Wued at the varinlll 11aps of'its develop­
ment, or evcn limultanC"Oualy, to his diR'crent l'ollnwen, 1uch 
irutructioml or recommcndatio1111 ,.. contradicted or dift'erecl 
&om 011e another. The conU"adiction between the ..... ,, 
prohibilifll their writing dnwn, and thole pcrmotting it, l'or 
eu.mple, hu been explainft!. by pointi111 out that thC' per­
millive ,dJMIIII, being later in l>rigin, cancelled the prohibitivc 
ona. There ill notbiq par~iculllrly ingenious in this cJipla­
nation. ln CC'rtain CUCI, the contradictiolll have bC'en 

(I) ZDMG,IIIS9,p.l7. 
(2) "ntllaMii!MuiUttTrMiliM,p.». 

(3)11W. 



ou:pl:aitu:d by pcointing out thr din"rr<"nt circumotancn in "'hich 
the contratlktory instru~tions w<"r<" ,;ivcn. In various other 
cun, th" connaclktions have been explained by pointins 
out the id.-u common betw.-.. n them which wue .-xprea"d 
in various "'"~ "-1 diffrrrnt tim". Th.-re au, of coune, 
.,..,.,. in wlrirh A~.,Jdith were forg.,d, rontradiclinl': 1he impor! 
of !he R<"nuim: om-., ns ha. \Jccn poin!<"d om by !ht" MU!Iim 
dnclor.;. But one m:~y br •utprioed Ill find 1h11t 110me of the 
\V"tern scholan ha\"<" quoted tUm/fill wltkh have been de<:· 
b.red by the MU!Iim aulhoritic:s on the subj«t, "" forRed onn 
-in ordn to prove contradictions bet~n them. 

(f) Th.- large-scale fo"Rer)· of b>ldd> "" well ..s of !he text 
of traditions and of parts of them h;u bc<"n acrept<"d by all 
the 1\h,hm doc1on, and hns been describ<"d at length in 
chapt<"r VI of !his book. The d<"Ve\opment of conoidcrabk 
lit.-r:uurr on the Malljil'tll is a oure and suffirient evidence 
of it. Titc .tf~uidfth contained in thrm arc discarded by th" 
traditinnists. But one rna)" be surprU.-d lo find that •orne 
of the Wntrrn scholan have ..,.,d them nO! only to show 
th.- t<"ndrncy of th" minds of the Mu'liirru at any particular 
P"riod, but also to prove that IJN/ilh liteTIUur" in gcn.,ral is 
unrr\iabk. In this ronnrctinn, thcy have: also intrrpre1cd 
$0ffi<' M.dJiiA dilf<"r('ntly from their intcrprrtation by ;!'!<" Mus­
lim traditionist.s, and at tintn thcy have: d<"clarrd su<"h llbddiiA 
as arc ncccptcd by 1hr tn•ditionill& ;u genuine, to ha~·e been 
forg~d, (on account ufth.,ir o"'n lnad"" prcaumptions). Hcr.­
ar" oomr e><amples of cach of them :-

(01. Goldzihcr1 and (following him) Guillaiumc1 have 
quou:d a /:{t~dillr fn:rm ai-Tirmidh11 and 1aid: "'Ibn 'Umar 
nporu that Mubammad ordcred all dogt to be killed save 
1hup-dQ8S and bounrb. A btl Hurayn addcd the word"'"' Zm-'ill 
{or field d08".) 'Wh.,reupon Ibn 'Umar m.alle.thc rcmarllthat 
AbO. Hurayrtl owncd cultivated land. A better illuuration 
of the und<"rlying motive of oom<' lf.di/11 can hardly be found." 

(I) M8t.li,t9. 

I)) n,I,ZII. 

(l:) n.11 
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Gnldzih<"r, having quot<"d th<" above l;lsdi/11, •ay. that th<" 
r10mark of Ibn 'Umar prnvrs that <"VI'p the <"arlint uamminrrs 
W<"rt not fro:<: Crom odfish motivn. Bur til<" !l.l...,lim uadi· 
tioniMs h11ve rxpalintdth<" remark of Ibn 'Umar to m<"nn that 
AbQ Hurayra, having JM'rs<>nal intn""t in tht subjrct-mauer 
of the l;lt~tlilh, had b<"lt<"r reason to know <"..actly what its 
wordin« was.' Hcnr;-e it 1h0W11 the greater authority of Aba 
Hurayra on this l;lllllitl! than that of Ibn 'l'mar hinuelf. 

(£)2. Goldzihcr' and (following him) Guillaum<"' agen 
tluu the l;lodith reported by al-BukhS.ri: "Make journcy (fc..­
pil~magc) only to th.-.,e placn-AI·Masjid al-~larS.m, the 
Mooquc uf the Prophet, nnd the Mosque o£ j<"r!Palcm" wao 
forged by ai-Zutu-i in ordn- to help 'Abd al-1\lalik againu 
hi1 rivnl, 'Abd Alllh b. Zubayr. But J. F\lck remarks that 
this as!enion is chronologicAlly unsound. Ibn al- Zubayr 
WllS killed in 73 A. H., and Zuhrl wu born in 51 A. H. or cvcn 
latcr. H<", therefore, mtut have been tOOJ youn11 at th<" time 
of Ibn ai-Zubayr'1 d<"ath tn hav<" become an authority on 
traditions, This .....,,tion is wrong also becai.UI<' th<" authority 
of ai-Zul~ri on thio l;lsdith (th<" famoua Sa'ld b, ai-MUiaiyib 
"!'ho died in 94 A. H.) wa. nil\ living, and, thr.-.,forr, his n"'me 
•·ould not have bct-n misuaed by ai•Zuhrl. Again, .. 1-Zuhrl is 
not the only 1raditionist who .-.,poned 1hP ltadition from 
SA'Id.4 

(()3. Here is anolhcr glaring <"xan•ph: of unfounded 
aaertiun by one of the greaten of the \-\'nlnn scholars of 
f:ltN/(tlt, Goldzin-. H<" lliHfll that after the fabrication of 
Hlltlilh had become a common ~~ond nlabiPhc:d practice amonJt 
ihe traditionj,.u, thc:y ukd to .. lop it by rc..-ging a l:l•dillt 
that prohibit<"d Forg<"ry. The wrll-known l;lt~t/{th (in which 
1he Prophc:t io reported to bave said chat he who rab<"ly attri­
buted anything to him made hill abode: in H..-11) and other 
similar 1radition1 w..-re, aceording to Goldziher, £abrica1ed in 
ord('r to slop fabriralion.• But 1his l;lt~tlitlt h""_been rcJI!'rtcd 

(I) 1T(Ah),ii.350. (2, MSt. io.~U 
( .. ) ZDMG.•I939 pp. lJ(, (S) MSt. io. 1 )1 1r, 
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by mor~ tha.n 70 C-ompanions and numcroUI independent 
o:)1,.ins of authoritin, h is found in diiTcr~nt forn>l in all the 
important ijoa'illt·~olk~tioru, and has bccn a~cept~d by all 
thc traditioni•ts a• onc of th~ n101111 rdiabl" traditions. l'h"r" 
i• 3 txolut<'lynoreason todoubtiteautlol.'nticity. Fabrications 
wrrc madr tn thc namc of the Prophet$ bcfore Muhamn•ad, 
of whido hc wns a\\;uc, and to which rcfcrenn• is made in the 
Qur'An. Furged traditioN wcre :utributed to Muhammad 
him•dfoluring hO. life-time. In these cin:umstanc.·s, it n•ay 
wdl bc ekpccted that the great l.e;adcr should warn hi• 
follo\\c~ againu thio dangerous prutiec. Gold:r.iher knew all 
thl"'llC facts. Still hc asscrtcd that thesc Al]da'illt were forged 
onn-\\ithoUtl{iving any '""loon whatsorv.,r. And Guillaume 
b .. ~ followed him in the sam!!' fashion. 1 

(g) histrueth.,tinallthc/1-/lla'prn'!fcoll.,ctionsofA~a'ilh, 

they arc arranged in bouks and chapters anording to th.,ir 
lubjcn-mattrrs, and at the .,nd of each ijaa'ilh is added a short 
d<"SCtiption of ito /"'da' in t.,chnieal lam., and no notice is 
takcn of the l'haraetcr ofiu tr:ltl. But in thcir commentaries, 
thc tcxts of the Al}tJa'i/lt also arr criticised by thc traditionil!-1, 
This critici•m follow• the principle! laid do .. ·n by the tradi­
tionists. Thcse prineiplu and their ilhutrationa (from a 
rommcntary on Sol)il) oi·Buk/,dn' and from some other worb 
on traditions} are ~~:iven in the lout chapter of this hook. It 
appean, how.-ver, that the function of the coll«tion of th" 
Al)da'illt ami of their formal critid"m (the critid!m of the 
f,II<Ja') wu rnervcd for their collccton, whercu the function 
of tltdr mat<"rial critirism (the critieitm of the text) wu 
kn for thr juri1te and the comnocnta.ton of the variou• 
collc.:t.ioru. 

According to thl" Mu1lim eritiOJ, the /mdd is a good 
..vidcncc, but not an absolute guarani~ of the truth of the text 
of the traditiotll. And if the tel<t of a tradition i.tcontrary to 
rcaaon and common O"xpcricncc, or to the explilit text of the 
Qur'}n, or to th" text of the M11111111ilir traditions, or to the 

~ns.,nsus, it is a proof of iu h;aving ~cn_f~r!'~ ~---
(/) Tl,lllf 
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Th~ and other principln of the critid•m of the te•t of 
a l;laJIIIo (which arc d"3cribcd about the end of thi• book) 
compore favourably with the criteria laid down by William 
Muir' and other Weatem Kh<>lun for jud~~:ing the relillhility 
of tradition•. 

At thr ~nd, it mmt be add~d thon in thU. book no an~mpt 
hu been made to deal with the Shl'ah tradition•, for the present 
writer doo:1 not oon•ider himself qualified for it. 



CIIAI'TEH. I 

HAillTH 

ITS IMPORTANCE, ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT 

Tur. SJGNIFI<:Ascr. or I;IAniTH 

llooo ""rtl l}adith primarily mrans 'nrw'. h i• u 1rd ,.. 
"I'P""'"<.I leo qadi, which mo:ans 'old'. From this followrd 

~~: ... : ~~i:~:~ .. ~;:;n.~;~:g~:~=~~nt:::· :/;~~: •t;:ra~:; ::":'~: 
prrsent <>r w !he put immcdiat<: or r<:mot<:. In thi1 """'" 

th<: wnrd ha• bc:en used by the pre-Islamic p<><'ll, and in thc 
Qur'lin and tho: Tradition of th" Pruph.,t. Th., otory-tell"n 
also wo:rc cnUed l.:fMJJdth. 

Thi1 ~~:eno:ral coni>OIIIIion of the word /jt~tli/A hu, lilo.e that 
of many other words (.,.g. jdltJI, slljlid, rJOki', ~d!tJI, etc.), 
.bc:"n changed under the far-reaching inOuen<:e of hlam. 
Tho: Muslim• •inc:e th" very life-time of Mui.Jammad called the 
report:!. with regard to his sayings and doinp the bel.! 
batlillo, and by and by its use wu eonfinrd to 1ho: reportt of 
Mul;lammad's words and deeds only. 

Mul_lammad himodf as wo:ll as his immedial<: followen 
have uaed it in thi1 sen1e more !han once. \\'h<"n Mul;lammad 
said 10 Abii Hurayra that he knew hio anxiety abou11he /jat/11/r,l 
he did not mean but his own ljtulitlr. 'Utba referrrd lo this 
kind of /jtu/ilh only when he •aid !hat Ibn •AbbAs related only 
1wo or lhree AlrtJtlith in a momh1 • •Umar I did not mean 
bu1 !he f./tJditfll of Mubammad when he uked his friend• 
nor to relat<" too many Abdtlith.' Who:n•AII .. id: •·I£ you 

11J sa.;, 20. 

,:l) SD. p. ~,;. 

Pl Tdll.,nl l,p.r.. 
(4) "I"UH,_i, 7. 

p.r. 146/1 
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wrilr !hr lhulilh write it with the JJIIdd," h., mran11he Ut~dilh 
of Mul.1amm~d t>nly. 1 

t\AI>ITII AND SVNNAII 

;~;,;:~t1;~g~~:J~~:~g~;~iit::~~;f[7:~:s.~:~~~ 
0~1~. Snmr of thr Muslim wrilt-n, as Gnld:tihH •~y.<," havr 

~i~:2;,:,.::::~~~~::::~~~~~~~:~;~=~ :;;-:t~n~~::f~~~~=~ 
them is only th.,nrNical, 35 has bc>.,n pninled oul by him. 

1-fADtrJI-A SUIIJr.CTof Ku:N lsTr.l!.rsr 

Th.,lltldilh in !his aen..:-i.e.,th., report of1he sayinw- and 
thr doings of Mubammad-hu b..rn :a ,ubjccl uflr.crn int.,rnt 
amons the Mualim5 •inc., the ,..,ry lif.,·time of the Prophet 
him<rlf. His remarkable, stirrins carerr .,ould nol h:ave failed 
t<> draw thr st-rinus auc:nlion of his pt'Ople. Having livrd­
fnrty yurs nf quicl, almost unrvrnlful life, he started nne 
of 1hr most stirring and thr grrale!ll movements which inHuen· 
ccd all th., variout a5pt'<"l5 of human thought and life for all 
1imrs, and h., achi.,vrd his obj.,ctive with :uolounding IUC<"C"Sil. 
At the: very beginning of his life: u a prophrl hr llruclr. at I h., 
very root of 1hr firm beliefs and !he long-established cuatom& 
of1hr pqan Arabs. Thry hated and boycoUed him. in1ultrd 
and injured him, and compt'lled him 10 I rave his hom., and 
heanh for a dill&Jll !own. But he, by hia implicit faith in his 
cause, his tenaci1y ofpurp.,.., and hi1 nrver failing :teal for hia 
miuion wi1hin ten y.,.r. from his rx.ile, dalroycd 1h., a1abliahed 
prenige of !he Qpray.h of Mecca, 1hook the fouoda1ions of 

1he pq~~~~then ~i~~ the Arabs, 

(I) ML,v.f~ 

(2) tf.ttltf.~~: ~- C.J. Lyall. ()alOrd, 1918-21. 2 wU. LXVI. 5; 

{3) MSt, val. II, pp. 11·1:1., 
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humbled down lheir bou1ful uibal chiefs, JM=nuado:d 1hC' 
Chriniam of Najran 10 C'Ome lo 1er11111 wi1h him, demnli•hat 
I he Slrongholds oflhejews in Arabia, and lfnmded a lhNtCracy 
which was deJ.IinC'd 1o meuun sword 1imuhaneouoly and 
succnafully wilh 1he IRmrndoUI, wcll-equip(K'd and uai...,d 
armies of Penia and Byzanlium, and UJ i11Aurncr rhr ll~<ouglu 
and life of mankind for ever. 

Such a career wu bound 10 aunrt 1he auen1inn of 1hr 
people who wilnnled il. Muhammad, willo his many·llid<m 
activitiCI and revolu1ionary ulleranceJ., could nnl havr pa ...... d 
unobllervo:d and unnoticed by lhe pC'ople :-.mung whom he 
lived and movC'd. AI le .. l, sinc:e 1he lilne he bC'I(an 1<> pre:aeh 
his miaiun, both hil deadly ron and his faidoful ..... dev<>to:d 
frieruk m11111 have been equally in1ere111ed in him as well ;u in 
hilsayinpanddoinp. 

To hia enc:miC!I he had been a revnludrmal")' beru upon 
dCIIroying lhe whole fabric of du:ir 10<:ie1y whose activilirt 
they keenly watc:hcd in order 10 slop 1he prnJ:R'SI of his mi•inn. 
Hil uun-anc:C!I mu11 have served th,..m as an important wpin 
lhr reAe.:-1ion, c:onvena1ion and somelimes even healed di•· 
c-iona. They watched his moveme111110 clos..-ly and u,rrfully 
lhat many of his Ki:rl!dy conceivC'd plan• could nul nca~ 
rheir watchful eyes, Their leader, Abii l.ahab, krpl .:-lose 
10 him whrn hOI' prrao;hcd hia failh 10 1hc Arabinn 1ribCll, and 
dinuaded them r .... m payiRJ: any auemion In his pracrful 
)lft'&Khinp.l They discovef"Cd his plam whrn his fnllowrn 
wen mi1ra1in8 from Arabia 1o Abyainia. Tlaey fullowo:!d 
1heir fOUflltCp!l in order 1o try ro slop 1hem fnom 1enin1 nul 
of rheiT clutchcL' They found out 1hat he 1alk.,d wi1h thC' 
people of Madlnall when hC' convenC'd wi1h 1hem in .c:crrl, 
and thnatenc:d 1hC' Madinitn whh u~n hO!Itilily if IIIC'Y 
continued thC'ir frt..ndthlp wilh hhD.a 

The lntcrnt oF •he IOikowcn of Mul;lammad in him and in 
hil 1ayinp and doinp w .. naturally veatu than 1h1111 of bis 
(I) TIS.\'UI.I,poonl,p.IU. ·--~----·-····-.-·­

(:l) "~-p.l!li. 
(5) AiJ,~.I,parol,p.t36. 
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Ibn. Tho:oy had accept~ him as their sok guide and prophet. 
Tho:')' had completely idrntifi~ thclllllclves "ith him in hio 
strugglcag~oinntheQurayshandtheoth<-rtribcs. Withhio 
future and with the future of the faith r .. vcalcd to him was 
bound up 1hcir own fumr... On his surrN• do:opcnd~d lho:oir 
nwn ouccns. All his actions srn·cd tho:om a5 a prc<·edo:-111 
(ur .. .oulh), cv<"T)" word falling from hi• lips""" a 1:." tn th<"m, 
and all hio actiom w<-re virtuous in their o:'}"M. "hich th<"~ 
wamed lu folluw :u f;>.ithfully"" thq· ~ould. \\"lu·n h .. ch<I"J<" 
a !JOid ring for himodf, hio friends also put it on; and when 
he puc ic uff, chrew iuway, and pul on a sih·er rinp;: inat..ad, 
lh"Y abo follow<"d hio example.' If he off.,.rcd prayrn at mid­
nigh!, all his friend. wane~ 10 do theoame, and he himoclf 
had 10 slop !hem from so doing.• If he fasted eontinuou~ly 
for more !han a day, hi• followers also dnir<"d lo do lh<" laM<", 
and he had tu explain co lhcm his special privii<"(I:I.'S.• Zayd b. 
Khllid •pen! on<" whole night at hi1 door in nrd<"r to sce him 
offer his nigh! prayen.• Naw" ;\s b. Sam":ln stayed Ql Madlnah 
for one whole year in order to enquire f1 ono Mul]lammad 
what w:u virtue and what was vire. 1 AbQ Sa•fd ai·Khudrl 
ob!ervcd keenly how long he kepi standinf! in hi• aficrnoon 
prayen.• Ibn ·Umar counled how many tim<"• hr atked 
pardon of God in one siuing.' 

Thc Jjm/it/, in thil """"" of the reporto of !he sayings and 
doinp of Mubammad has bern a oubje<"l of keen pursuil and 
comtanc study by thr Muslim• rhrou11hout the Muslim world 
sincc the very beginning of !he hiscory of l1lam up 1o th., 
prac:nt limt:~~. During the life-time of Mubammad many 

of hi• Companiorq tried to •et by hC"art whatever "" said, 

(I) SB.J . ..t.J•ri•l•.l.•l·it""'l'•f'.JI•I·-"1.•-..1.1\',p.IGii. 
(2) llul.i.•I·IM6Jid,I.,./II•I-I•.J/, ,..,l.f,p. t3r.. 

(l) '''"· 
(•l IIU. A.lll·l'lio~"'• I. •1-uo··-·· wl. iv, p. If.(.. 
(~) 8¥, J. III·Bi,., I. l•fil• fll.B;,., ""'· ii, p. 31-t. 
(6) SAD,''l"'IV.•".~ol.l,p.ll~. 

(1) lloi."T .. IAf .... -UJJo-~,._...",W>I.I,p.I2.C. 
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and ob.crvcd keenly whattYt"r ht' did; and thry reported 
these things to nne anodtrr. Somc of th<."m wrme down what 
he said in $tlbif11• which w.-r .... latn on rt"ad by tht'm to their 
stucknll, and whido wer., prrM"necl in llurir familiPS and 
also by the Fnllowen ( T•"r"'.lilo). Aftrr dt., drallo of Mubammad. 
whrn lliR Companions ~prrad itt variou• ruuntrin, M>me uf 
thrm ns well as their Follnw.-n tmderwnk lnnK arduoms juur­
m:ys, <."uurted povrrty ::Jncl p•·nury in unl._..r '" roll.,ct them 
~<~&ether. The-y fm..,drd imlc-prnd.,nt br11nchrs uf lito:raturr 
which would he-lp thl'm in uncJ.,.nuuulinJil th" lj11tlilll of their 
prophet and in II!Sting its rdiabilit'" and Jllenuinenns. Tho:,· 
deduced various thwlugi~;:al sc:io:n~;:rs from th.,m. The-ir 
umarkable a~;:tivity with r.,.ard to the J"CS<'rYati<>n and propa­
sation of I;IHiiA is uniquo: in the litt'Tary hinury uf tht' v.-nrld. 
The 1181J"ofpt'rfcction upto whichtheydrvelopt'.'dthc-systo:mof 
/nrU in tfiMiillr, the vast literalllre on tho: JIJM•' ai-Rij•l whi<."h 
they crrato:d a• an aid to the formal o::ritidsm of Traditi<>n~, 
the literau:ru on doc U#(ll 111·/;IIMiilll which lt'l'\lft 1111 an aid to 
thcir material criticism, and tho: lito:raturr on tho: Malljj•M 
which do:als With what has bo:eu fnr1o:d and fabrio:ato:d in thr 
name of Mul}ammad, ro:mai11 unparalleled in the lilerary 
hUitory of tho: world rycon to•day. 

The Cnmpanio ... of Mul}ammad had .., mu<."h rnpcc:t and 
rrverenco: for him that one of them c:ollectrd his pt"nplratiDn, 
and mado: a will that it should be 1prinklcd on his dn.d body 
brfore it wu put into tho: sravo:.• Somo: of thrm vio:d and 
aomctimrs o:-vo:n quarrelled with one another In anlt'T to set 
the water left by him after pa"fonninc loU •blution, and eonsi· 
dercd it a p:rivilcse to drink it or 10 apply il to their bodin.1 
Some of them preserved carefully what was toueh.-d hy him 
and uacd it lUI a o:urc for dileaHS.1 Some ur them preRntcd 
lo hia1 their children for hill blcuinp. Some of them CDnli· 
dcrcd it a p:rivilep if their sum weu accepted by him as hil 
attcadanu.• 

(I)U,IY,G2. 
\2) Hifl,lo,.,_lf'•!""''·6.1•1i',_.lfofll"".,.,u•",t<ul.i,pp.~:.!·1:1. 
fiJ TI&,-I:•IN,p.I:H. 
(4) TIS.WJII.viii,p. 7J. 
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THE WRtTII<O OF AI;IAOITU 

Many ofth"e dn·oted Companions of Mul,oammad, if not 
all of them, n:uurally hankered afitr thr knowlrdgr of what 
he said or did. AbU Hurayra krpt his cotutant company for 
three yean at the sacriliH of all worldly punuits in order to •e•· 
and hear what he did and said,' and regular!)· d<:'\'Oied a cnn­
•iderabl<:' time tv geuing by heart what he had beard from 
him.• •Abd All:lh b. 'Amr b. al-'At wrote down all that he 
heard from Mul).ammad." AbU Shih.lb, Znyd and Ziy:ld 
alao did the same.' •Azib, whrn asked by Abil Bakr to d"liver 
his meuagc to ai-Bario.', did not leave his company until 
he had rrlated to him what he and Mul,tammad had 
done when they came nut of Mec~a and were followed 
by the Quray.h.1 •Utnar b. al-KhaHib, who was living at 
a distance from Madlnah and was unable to anend to 
Mul,tammad every day, made an agreement with one of the 
An~:lr th:>.t they would attend him every alternate day and 
rcpon to each other whatever they saw or heard from him.• 
Such othen of his followers as failed to notice an.y ofhio sayings 
or doinp {on account of being away from him) learnt the tame 
from douse who had heard them, taking great carr about die 
veracity of tlt('ir r"porten. At a maner of fact, it il oaid U> 

have be<:n a common praetice among the friendo ofMul,oiUilmad 
that whenever any two of tbem met, one of tia('m enquired 
from the other whether ther(' wu any /;loll{lh{the newo of the 
sayinp and the doinp of tbe Prophet), and the other in his 
reply reported oome oayings and duinp of the Pl-ophet. • 
Thil practice oeenu to have IM:en in vosue at !cut amung 
SOIQ(' Muolim Jdtolan even so late a11 the end of the 8th century 

(I) TIS, wol. iY,jMII :l,p. :.b, 

(~) SD, p. U. 

(lJ TIS,\'ol .. i>,po.U:l,p.l25. 

(4) LL, p. G7. 

!~) TIS, vol. iv, p .. , 2, p. 110. 

(6) sJ,A.'It.,•.~-T-,.,...,...,._,I,p.t9. 

(7) .;:nMO,vul.l<.p.:l. 
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(A.H.), whcn hm;\'II'A<flill nf Baghdad"" mc.-tinJ.t fhrl.hlm 
.,f AI"PP'• a.•kcd him, art.-r th" cuotnmary5alutations, whcth.-r 
h.- kncw an)· ~l<tdillr. Thc lanrr in hi~ "~""""""' rc<·itcd :oomc­
.~f.a6dillr frorn th.- .fa/Jib ai-Boll.:hffri with 1hdr /Htdt/ 1.1 

Muloammad him~~dfau.adu·d a ~toodd.,al of imporlancr to 
lh<" knnwll'dgc of hi• own l:lt~Jillo. "" asked hid fri., 0d1 and 
follnwc-r~ In makc thcm a.• widrly known as ~ihk, takin~t 
car<" that thry should not a1nihu1.- In him anylhinlli fal~rl~·.• 
He aikrd his fnllnw<"l"l< to acquir<" knnwlcd!i:<' and 1cado il 
tu <>thrn~• .md whilc c!<plaininf!: knowkd~t:<", hr indudcd in 
it lhr Qur'!ln and thc Su""""· The cnunc of11udy prrscribcd 
by him to thr A,•bdb al-$ufft~ includ.,dthcQur'An, ''"' s .. ,,..,,. 
and 1hc 3tl <>fwrilin~t.• In thc- appnintml'nt ofthl' ot;Uf'ufficial5 
.alw hc ~~:av" prd<"rcncc 10 !hUll<' whn l.""ombincd the knowl«<ac 
of lh<" S""""l! wi1h 1ha1 of the Qur·lln. Sud! was th<' <"ale 
with the appoinlm<"nl of thc lmlm.>• and the Q.tJii.•, anrl io 
likely to havc bccn thl' case will• othn appoin1men11 abo. 
He a.'lir.l'd Mu'Adh when lhc Iauer ""as going out as gov<'tnor 
of Y<"man on what basi.! hc would govt'rn. "On lhl' buia 
nf,th<' Qur'An'', Mu•ldh rcplied. ·•Suppoo<'", ~aid '"" Pro­
phet, "that you do not lind it in the Qur'an". · Th.-n un !he 
ba~is oflhe s,,,.,IJ" 80SWl'ted Mu•adh.• 

After thc death ofMul;lammad 1hc imponancl' of l:fQt/i/1! 
gr<'w greatcr and grealcr. Von Kremer rightly :oays :­
"The life of the Prophe~, his di&counH and uucranc.,., hi• 
ae1ions, hia sill'nt approval and even his pauive eonduc1, 
constituted next to 1he Qur'lln the 'econd m<>~~l important 
sourc<" of law for the young Muslim cmpir<'".' Von Krrrnn 
has coJTcctly pointed out thc import;>nc<" of the l;lt~dillr u a 

(I) ZDMG. ,..,l. A• P. 2 

(2l .u ... ·lt•. p. "l2. 

(') !';.J.p.~~-

(~) SHM, p.9. 

(6) TIS,v.ol.ii,pon2,p.I07. 

(7) Oricnl under lhe Gallpho, P• 260. 
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sour<.oc of Muhammad•n l~&w. Pul iK"lu.,lly lhe pari played 
by it in 1he devd .. pmc-nl of Arabi.- literature it mueh 
greater tl1an lhil. II il the l.fat/1111 and lhc- Q.ur'ln lhal havr 
bn-11 the main eauoc of I he oriKi•• of many branches of Arabir 
liaeraaurc-, e.g., His lory, Geosraphy, tho: collectionoflhl' ancient 
Arabian poelr~·, Le•dtn(lraphy, eu·. It \\illnol be an c-aagrta· 
lion 101ay I hal 1hc- IJ.u/illland lhl' Q11r'lln had bcol'n the buil 
ofallahr.sricoailif" activilinnflllf" Aralr<. 

Thus, I he ll•tlillr nriR:inaiC"d in lhc- c-arl)" life- of alae- Prnphc-1 
of Islam, dnol'htpc'd largely llarnus:huut hil lift-, and apread 
1imul1aneouly wilh 1hr sprl'ad of Islam lhroughoul lhc vall 
MU!dim dominions. The Mwalim armin which eonqucred 
Syria, Palrslioe, P..roiJt and Eg~·pl indoadc-d n lar(ll' 1111mbc-r 
nf 1hr ComJNininllll of Mul,&ammad, \\ho t'arried hia l;ltlllilll 
where-ver lht)" wrnt. F.vt'n lhc dillanl land• of Norda Africa 
and Spain' reo:rivL-d the reporll of Mubammad'a sayin1s and 
doinp brlnre ahc-t-nd nflhr linl «nlury. Similarly,lhr mrssaK" 
of lhe -~"'",..' and I he Qur'.li.n had been received by India 
belnrr: iu r<mqul'!ll h)" Mualim• before the l'nd of 1he lint 
c:t-ntury.l 

Tur; C.OJ.I.I<f:TinN oF AI,IAP11tl 

l.f•dillt "'·hic:h tlmo spread throushoul lhc van Mu.lim 
dominions had be-en prC'M'rved for aboul a r:c-niUr)" parlly in 
writinl (in lhl' form of laws and lcllcn dicta led by Mubammad 
him~lf, and in 1he furm ofvariouo $-tfftl.ls aKriltrd In man)' or 
his C'.ompanio1111), and p.ualy in lhr memory oflhftse who had 
aaudaled wid• him and wa1cho:d carefodly his wonb and 
dcccb. After 1hc dralh ofMubammad, ·Umar I inlcnded to 
collccl 1hc ~Hill•. He pvc lhc man .. , hil careful cons.idcra­
licon for 011" whole mon1h, invokinalhr l"'lp of God in bil 
decision, &lid ICCking lhc adviec of hil friencb. JhU he had 
---·------ -- ----·--·- -· ·-
(ll~lu ... wolhir,aCao:apani ..... luodvi•i•niS .... in. SccoNT,-1. 1,p. 
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to givr ttp tlw grl'at projeC"t C..,. the fear orthr.Q.Itr'Att beinr 
nriiCir.etC"d by the Muslims.• 

•Umar II (61-IOJA.H.), the nintly caliph uftl•o: dyna.ty 
uf tltl" worldly Umayyadll, initiated and IIDrtly o;:arrird out tho: 
tn•mr.ndoml t1111k whkh wu unly thought ofbyhi1 xreat prcde­
casur whom ho;: trio:d to follow in many rnpo:o;:IS. Thia 
aaintly ealiph had a great iK'al for hi• rl"ligion wlaida he tried 
to purify from the evil. that had ..-rrpt intn it by the time he 
came to pnwer.1 Thr leaching and the cull('o;:tion uf IJ•IIUJ. 
naturally fnrmrd an important partufhis plan. Hr appointed 
paid tea..-hen to lt'ac.:h tltc- Q.ur'l.n to the ignorant Beduina,• 
1upported and helped tltt' teachers and studrniS or Fiflr,• 
1ent ilutructio111 to the governor of the Hijl11 that weekly 
leeturn should be delivered on IJtJiilllt,• and lt'nt out men 
well-vencd in the aubjcclto Egypt and NorthAfricau inatrue­
tutl to the Mualima !ivins in those eoutri~:S.• 

Fearins the lou oC A~oillitlt, he took sto:JM toward• their 
collcclion. To a sreat Traditioniat, Aba llakr b. Mulr.ammad 
b. f;tazm (d. 100/719) who lived in Madinah, he wrote to 
Mk him 1<> write down all the AtfUilll of the Prophet and of 
'Umar-particularly thole he could learn from 'Amra, the 
daughter of •Abd ai-Ratoma.n, who was at that time the 
best cuatodian or auch A~Uitlr u were related by •A"Dhab.' 
'Umar II ;. al.o reported to have uked Sa•d b. Jbrlhlm1 

and Ibn Shihlb ai·Zuhrl• to culled AJIIIitlt in the form of 
boob in order to have them c.:iro;:ulato:d throughout hill do~i­

(IJ ·ns,vol.iii,JMrll,p.-208. Ha ,•u..,.roprnoclinovariou•othor 
w•y.•h••-Jcdaeof.,adt•h•-n&lotu.:li-livihllia var......, 
,..,. • .,r ... ~ c-.. t...,.te. 

(2) MSI,...t.2,p.H. 
(3) SUA. 
(4)11iJ. 
(So) Aui. 

~;! ~;, ".:!i. i~~ ~!~\. p. I :H. SB. l. 'II.,, I. a;q,_, ...t. IMU, P. 

(8) JBI, paolI, p. 78. 
(9) FM.p..2:t!ll. 
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ninn. A.:co.-din(l lo Ablll Nu'aym'l HidOT.J •f bf•lul• (died 
by Ibn ~;~ajar),' •Umar nrn wrolr a circular ll~ttcr ulint: 
1hc Tradi1ionil.11 living in I he: variou paris or hi• dnmininn 
10 collccl in the rorm or books u many II~ Milt as wrre avail· 

The rae:• thai th"c: worb have not bn-n mrnlionrd by 
any or du: la1..r writrn on a he Jubjrcl, and I hat lhrre appear 
to be some c:<»ntradictiona in latC"r nre«nc:COI to lhr prn•""" 
~«Tned, hu led an eminenl Orirntllli:ll 10 hold 1ha1 what 
hu been aUI"ibulcd 10 •Um• b. •Abd ai-'Azlz in eonnrcaion 
wilh rhe collee•ion or A~ltlillt i1 011ly an cxprnaionofwh:u lhc 
M•linu wmald ra~t rrom the pious caliph.• Bu1 anather 
cmin.,nt Orirnlalilt, Dr. SpR'111rr, had alrf'ady 1hown1 1ha1 
lhc early Mu!llim writers lllftl to rd'er to 1he au1hon i11111rad 
ol'rderring 10 the boob. N rqarda the connadicliont, du:y 
are only •pparrnt, and can be raaily explained. There­
lOre, it is not merely an ezpnuion of what later MU1Iiml 
n~cted &om the piOUI caliph, bu1 u a matter orr;act alltlte 
auomding drc:u~Mianc:n point 10 1he probability or whal U 
auributc:d to him. 

The great worlr. initiated by •Umar b. •Abd aJ-•Azlz waa 
helped by the •pirit or the age, and the retult w .. extehlive. 
Abfi q,.Jaba (d. I Of or 107 A.H.) i1111atedto have: made a will 
ol"hillbaollsl. Makb111 (d. 116/7S.), who had travelled through 
l!tJ:ypt and Syria and had lived l"or Mime lime in Madlnah in 
order to acquire knowledge at all thele plac:n,• wro1e a book 
oa the- SuiN-' whic:b hu bo:c:n me•tioncd by Ibn ai-Nadlm in 
hil FiluU''· ai·Zuhrl (d.l24/742) Uatatedby Ibn Srd to have 
(IJ FB,W>I.i.p.l7f. 

{2) 'AootoiAnl ... ril. 
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collcc:tnl 1o many A~ IIIII It that aner hill death hi• mamncripta 
Rl'il!ded beuls of burden for thotir nmoval.• 

The early atudcnll and wwken on the J)fl4il, wen: followed 
by variou1 M!4tlthlilltfJ11 who carried on the work ~n by 
their prcdCCC"S~ol'l al..-t limultaneouly in variou• provincn 
of the Vall Mu1lim empire. Of then coiJ,.cton of A~Uitlr, 
•Abd ai-Malik b. •Abel al-'Azlz b. Jurayj (d. 150/760) worked 
al Mecca, S••d b. •ArAba (d. 157 A.H.) at Mesopotamia, 
iii-Auza•t (d. 159 A.H.) in Syria, Muhammad b. •Abel al· 
Rabm4n (d. I S9 A.H.) at Madinah, Zl.'ida b. Q.ud.tma (d. 160 
A.H.) and Sufyiiln ai-Thaurl (d. 160 A.H.) at Kura, and 
l:lammldb.Sodlma(d.I65A.H.) at Batra.• 

AI almost allthnc worb arc enlirclylost,noopinioncanbe 
C'Xp:rnscd on their plan, method or mnoit. But Ibn al-Nadlm 
who baa mentioned these worb hu alto given a 1hort criticilm 
in each cue. He cal .. the worb of Ibn Jurayj, Ibn 'ArCIIba, 
A.uzt.'i, Ibn 'Abel ai-Ral;lmln and Zl'ida b. Qpdlma worb 
on the Suu..t, and 1ays 1ha1 they arc arranaed like boob or 
Fiflr--in chaptcn devoted 1o i11 problem8. They were FO' 
lfably worb or 1he aame 1ype .. the MIIW~J!I• of ImAm MAlik 
who micht have rollowed in lhe p:neral plan or il d11: I)'SIC:m 
adopted by 10me or thc:tc earlier Wl'ilen. Two or the boob 
or Suf'yan al-Thaurl, h-evcr, which were relaled by variou:~ 
sc:bolan, were worb or a diiii'ICI'enl type:. A.boul oac of 1hc:m 
Ibn ai-Nadlm IA)'t thai il U Umilar 10 Jfftilll worlu.• But 
1hi1 allo hu lwen los1. 

TKa MuWAT!• 

The c:arliCit worlr. o;onnec:1ed with our 1ubjc:c1 which hu 
been received by Ul i.o lbc M,.,_l/4 orlml.m Ml.lill: which bu 
bc:c:n rully de~cribcd and critic~ by Ooldziher.1 He: i.o 

of the opinion IIIAI lhc: Mil_,~-~ ~t·a-~lr. ~Q'..til~~n ~~ 
(I) TIS.vul.ii,jYtl:l,p.l16. 
{:.t) FN,IM.<il. 
(:\) PN,p.22S. 

(4) M8t.~.li,pp.213-28. 



It 
Ame ICPIC in which the $ .. 11 .t-B11kH,i and othrr latcr word• 
arc. "h il'',sa)'5hc, "a ""pujrui.J, and not &ctll'pllslnllli,-.. 
hs objcct wu not t•• 1in the A~itll current in the MU1limworld 
and to c<~llrct them tngetbcr, but to dc:monttratc the rcligioua 
Ia....., ritual• 11nd prao:dC<.'S which were in keeping with the 
S.11ulr prrvalcnt in Madlnall, and which were in &«rrcmcnt 
with the /jlll4' acct"pled by the Muslims or Madlnah, and to 
product' on llu.o buil of the /j,.,. and th" s.,,,,a.t a tht'OJ'etical 
11andard f<>r doubtful casft". 

In order to pmvt': hi. thc:ot)", Goldzihcr hu quotN the fact 
that lmlm M!lik hu ind11d11'd in hil work a l.rse number 
or FtJt~J and custorru in vosuc in MadTnah, without tryin1 
to prove them by ,Ua'i/6; that even in quutina thc ..ttWJUA he hu 
DOigivna the /s•.W in all c:ucs, and that he hu not made any 
mention of such A~itll u arc of purely loktoric:al chuac:tcr. 

Thase fact• C'ertainly 1how that the M-.114 wu not inten­
ded to 1enoe a~ a collection or A~ll/t. But it may be said 
witbequaljustic:ethatitisnotalx.tkofl-'i,Ainthe same RI1M! 

ia which latn- boob on Fip are •aid 10 be worb on the ... .,., 
jec1. h con1ai01 a very large aumbcr or l;l.titll •1-qt._ 
(lcpl tmitions). According to ZarqlnJ, u Gold&iher 
hu pointed out, there au in it 1720 A~ltlt, or 111"hich 600 
coatain l••ltl•, 222 are -r.flll, 613 are "'""'Mf• and 285 11op 
eitbcrat a.f~Ulorata T.UN(i.c. areei1hcr111-94{or~)1. 
Aeeordia1 to ai-Ghllfiql, th" total number of AJUait in the 
twelve vcniono or the M•-1!• i• 666, out t~r which 97 dift'er 
in the clifrernt w-nioru of the book. ancl tile rest Pft eornmon 
in all the varioul rc«nliold.1 The great cliii"CTcnce between 
al·Zarql.nl'• and ai-Ghlliraql'• cstimatet IK'C'nu to be due lo tile 
Iauer'• not takiq into account theversinn. or the M•-111 by 
al-Shayblnl and otherF. Oriciaally, however, the number 
or AI}Ulllt _in the M•-u• is rep<»rted to have been IH:lween 

{I) MSL.vol.ii,p.:Ul. 

(2) BM,p.25. 

(S) riz.Y .... f.ai·T......,,Abll,,oHIII••r•ands-,.alo.BI'Id, 



" 4,000 and 10,000, which were reduo;l'd by 1he author himRII' 
to about 1,000.• 

• Tile MuiiNII/1 may br. trc"u:d a1 u. xoodcoUr:elion of d~lolillo 
1n the 1e~ar: of' I he leaal tradition•. SonH' Muslim au1hori1ia 
like •(zz ai·Din Ibn ai·Aihlr, Ibn •Abel ai-Barr and •Abel 
u.l- J;laq of' Delhi inC'Iudl" il in11rad of' 1l1e s,,., of' Ibn Mlja 
in the si" canonical coller1ions. Of coun., 1he majorily Gf 
them do nm counl it all tmr of' I he 1ix books ~a111r: alm .. 1 
all lhe impnr1anl traditinns cmnainrd in it arr inehtded in 
the $a~l~s of' BukhAri and Mwlim. 

On the anai"'IIY nl'lltc M•-UIJ, howevrr, we m•v reaJOnably 
aaume that the mhrr S11a111f worb ccompiled b.-f'urr 01' limul­
tan~ly with i1 also c:on1ained a fair pcop<»rtion of' 1hc 
/IMiiA orl-At\U•, and mil(ht thn-ef'Me bt' lrt'alcd lilr.e 1hr: 
M~~~~NJIIIul/tlllilltworb. 

Since the earliesl 1imr:1 lhr Muslims hayc made a dislinc­
ticm be1wn:n lhe legal lradilions (l;lflflit!. •f·A/rU•J and 1he 
purely hislorieal 1radi1icms (lhe MqJ.•.:J). In 1he T•INirM 
of Ibn Sa'd mme C'.ompanions are dao:-rlbed P bein11: wdl· 
verlled in lhe Fip(Law)and oll1en are natnlto be- authorities 
on the MtV.II•:::i {lhe hi11orical lrllditiOIUI). In 1he tn:a1men1 
of the legal traditioM lhey had be"n c:arrfUI IU'Id c:rhlc:al; 
whereu in relating the hi1toric:al uaditiON they Wii"R rather 
rree. ljiuhayb, a Companic.on, UKd lo lay: ··Come alot>J, 
I will 1ell you the: tales or our bauln (M .. zll•d"J,bul I will 
not relate 10 you thai lhe Prophet has .. id suc:lo and IUch 
thinp.• Sa'ib b. Yazld heard Tal"a rela1e 1he 1aln or 1he 
battle of Ubud, wherc:111 he did nol hear other CompaniON 
relate any /:fflflilll or 1he Prnphc:t•. From thac and 01hrr 
1l1nilar n:pnr11 it appean that the M•zll•:::i ""rved 1hr early 
Muali.aul .. 10pin lOr 1heir cenn-al convrnalion1, Bul wilh 

(I) 5MI.i, •• 

(2) TIS,-·· iii, put I, p. 164. 
(S) SB,l.-l·JiMt/,t. _...,_..,._, .. ~,i,V<tl.li,p. 97. 



" the legal traditionoo th.,y had ~n careful and scrupulnua, as 
wo: sh•llsee in the next chapter. 

The wnrd Fiqlt iudf had brcn us«! oometim" in the sense 
of lftu!Uit. Ibn •Abd al-Barr, artcr relating a l:fadith, point• 
outthathrrrthc-wordFiqflisuRdinthro.,rueof}.IQt/itlt.' ~ 
a maucr of fact, the Islamic lnw in its "arliest peoiod consi•tl'<l 
ofliulr d~ than th" legaltraditiom (Ho.riillt e~I-A[tkdm). It i~ 
thuo:fore that all •uch Companions as are rrpott<'d to have 
related the largest number of AfuJdilh e.g. ·A' ishah,lbn M..,.•i"td, 
·Abd AllAh b. ·Abb;l.t are described u FtHjihJ, 

The number of the legal traditioru appean to be Uther 
un..,ll. Mu~ibb al-Oin al-Tabar! has mentioned only 1029 
of them in hil 4/-A{t411m al-.$11glm1 which is devoted to the legal 
traditiom only.• l;Ufiz 'Abd ai-Ghanl in hill •U~r~Jat ai­
A~td"' has m~:nlioned only 500 oflhrm.~ Ibn l;tajar in hill 
Bwlilgll tJI·Af<~rtim has quolrd abou1 1338 of !hem. • Ibn 
Taymiyah(Majd al-Din)in hiJ MrlltltJftJ hllll ofcours" quolrd 
a much larger number. Bul he h .. of1rn 1rea1ed 1he oayins• 
and 1he doins• of the Companiom also .. l;lt~tJitlr, and aome­
tima he tr.,a11 I he varioue veniol\ll or 1he umel;lt~ditlr .. indo;­
pendenl ona.• 

CL.u.IIPIC.O.TIO!< OF BOOJUI OF I;I'.O.DITII 

Boolu or l;ltJIIillr have been clau:ified inlo 1hr following 
poups:-

1. ·'F~iflls. 
2. Aj~.f·. 

3. R.u.f'i/or K .. tr4. 
4-. MrqiiiiUb • 
.S. M111lltllb. 
6. M .. jaiiiU. 
7. J&~~ti'J. 

\I)J8I,partii,p.27. 
{2) :SC.. KZ, vol. i, pp. 17~-15. 
\)) KZ,YOI. iv,254 rr. 
{4) ltU. ii,68. 
(5) lbid.vl,l67. Thi••....,borlobaoedonrn)'ownuboll..,lion. 



8. s ......... . 
9. M•"'"'"""'· 

Mu•tqkltt<~J•-

11. A•ba';,;_,,u. 
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I. Thr $a1JifaJ ar~ oucl1 toolltr!inm of lh<' oayingo of the 
Prophrt ru .... ,. • ., wriurn down by oomc of hi1 C:ompanioru 
during hi• life-lim<' or by their follow<'n in the nr><l !ii:<=O<Talion. 
Srvcral "'!helle ~-"IJif•u hav<' brrn mcmiun.-d h)· Gold7.ih,... 
RC("ording 10 whom onmr of lh<"m ar" aJ.,, drso:ritx,d u Rtu6'il 
oond a• Kulub.' On" of th<"m whid1 wM rnllrrud by AbU 
Hurayra and laugh! and handed duwn by him to hiJ ••udo:nl, 
Hamm;\m b, Munabbih, has lx"n edited by Dr. l;lamldullah.• 
Du1 lhc m,.l imporlant of them is 1he $11~if" which WAI 
cnlkrtcd by •Abd Alllloh b. ·Amr b. ai-·A,, who gavt i1 lhc 
!ide of 111-$4t/iqDJ..I 

2. The Aj.c4' "'" such coller.lion• of lht Tradi1ion11 "" 
have been handrd duwn on thr authorily of onr oinglc indivi­
dual- be hr a C'.ompanion or of any (l:<"neralion al'lc:r him. 
The 1rrm Ju:.' is al5o applied 10 such colleccion~ of A{roldlllt 
a! ha;ve bern cnmpilrd on a particular ouhjrec-maucr-r.g. 
"lntrntion", thr Vision of God, rcc. 4 

3. Thr Ra$ol'il arr ouch collections of A{rtJditJ. ILl dral with 
onr pnrcicular topic oul of rig hi copiu. into which thr ron1rn11 
of! he Jdmi' bonk.o of ~{tldilh may br grncrally cl&slificd. 

Th...sr 1opics arr :­

lklirfs or Dogma. 

ii. La...., or Af,A:olm which arr also lmvwn u Su~~t~• 

nnd indudr all 1he subjrc1s of Fiflt from Toltdrt~l 
or Puricy co w..,o~_,o~ or Exhor1a1ion•. 

iii. Rllfdf, i.r. Piety, Ascrtkiam, MY"Iicilm. 

;!; ~;~~j ""'· il, pp. 231·32. 

(3) MSc, ~"1. '"1. ii, pp. 10-11. 
(4) RFUH,_p. '.l2. 
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iv. f.liqu~tu.- in ~.uing, drinking, uavdling, etc. 

T"./•ir or •·omm~ntary vn the Qur'~n. 

vi. Td"n"Mo ;md Siyar, i.e. hiotorical a11d biogro.phiul 
m1111ro whirh indudc (a) Cosmology, Ancient 
Hi•tnrr, <"!c. ,ncl (b) th~ life of the ProphC'I, of 
his Companion• and Snccnson. 

F1tt>11, i.r. Crt.". 

Appreciation (Ma11dqib) and denuncia1ion 
(/.fat/ltJ/ib) uf pcroonl, p!;~~c<"S, CIC. 

The Ra•d'i/ arc aloo called Boob (A·.,,.,&). To thil class 
bC'Iong man)" rof 1he w<>rk• nf Ibn !;!ajar, ai-Suy011, o.nd others.• 

+. /.loqtvllra/• ar" lhDK"" larg..-colleclionsuf A(liditllin which 
lh<" lu.dilinn• r<"laring to most or all the •·ariou• tropinmcn­
lionnl ahov..- ar..- put logclh<"r and arranged in varirous boob 
or chapt"fl, ca<"h dealing wi1h a particular lopie. To 1hi1 
dau belong the M"wal{tJ of lm~m Malik, th" $d(:lill of 
Mu1lim, <."tc. -

5. Th" term Af..,,..,t/ (supported) waa originally u1ed for 
1uch traditions a. were supported by a complelc uninterTUptcd 
chain of audoorilin (/JJrU) goin~~: back lo a Companion who 
related i1 from the Prophet himoelf. 1 But later on the term 
came to be ulled in the genrr .. locnse of a reliable and authorita­
tive 1ndi1ion. In thi1 1e111e the term i1 aloo Wled for all 
reliable works in the ffatlftlo litl'raturc, &nd works like the 
S•au of ai-OI.riml and ll,c -~11{11/! of ai-Bukhl.rl arc: called 
M~. But l.,chnically i1 la 1um only for !loon collectioru 
of MMIIII ia which 1hey arc: a:rrangcd according to the names 
of the final authoritiu by whom lh"'Y arc relalcd, irre~~pcctive 
o( thdr •ubjc:ct.maut!r. Such arc tht! MusNds of AbG DJ'Qd 
TayliW {d. 20-f/819), Aillmad b. l;tanbal (d. 233}841), 'Abd 
~~Jh b. ~~b~mmad b. Abl Shayba (d_:_:_~~9), •Uihml.n 

(II 11.f1JH, pp. 1!).20, 22-2S. 
~) ........... dine. .... ~ or opinion •"""' the okAnitioJ, or the -­

~1-JIIIo >«TN, p. 66. 



" b. Abl Shayba (d. 237/851), AbO Khaylloama (d. 231/1144) 
:"''d olloen.• He who C"<JIIec:lcdA"'Ui'.t in the rorm of a M .. w 
•calledaM•~•WoraMIUai<ll.ll"hcMIUUilwnrb tlu:msd~ 
l.owever, dilfc:r in do:tail in 1he arranpom .. nt o( .~ 

:;-:;~;::~nur:l~a:~h=~~.:'::~r !; ~::: ~= '7! 
.omc or lhcm lhcy arc arranlfll ac:c:ording '" !heir rt'lativc 
mn-il in the acccplancc or hlam and in takinK part in the 
earlY importanl cvcn11 or th" Prdphrt'a miq,jon. In ......, of 
them they arc arranged attording tu the affinily or 1beir 
ll'ibe Co 1hc Prophet.• 

There arr, however, certain MruNt/ WOI'b whid1 ar" 
divided into chap1en. devoted to various aubjrcts, and in 
each chapter the A(uWi'IA are arrana:ed :;occordin~r to lhcoriJinal 
authoritin,Companiollll, by whom thryarco rclaled. This plaa i:l 
IOIIowc:dbyAbOYa'la1 (d. 276/889) and Aba'Abd al-Ral)mln 
in theirMau....tworb. 1 TheHworbcombincthecharactcriatia 
or the M~W and of the M.,•tllltfl worb. 

Some or the MIII•H'-compilrn, h-cvrr, tried to collect 
,tDRether all the available traditions rcp:>rtcd by the varioul 
Companioru.• The MIUW of Ibn ai-Najjlr it 1aid to have 
contained the traditioM rebued by all the Companions. 
The M••tiH' or Al;amad b. l:llanbal cotuai ... more than 30,000 
tradlti- reported by •bout 700 CumpaniODL• The MIUfltlll 
of Aba 'Abd ai-Ral;amln U. ....ported by l;lljr Kh•lll'ah on the 
authority or Ibn l;l•zm tn have contained traditi- related 
by 1300 C'.ompa.niorw.• There an~, howt'W'I", maay M...­
worb whichareclevoled to traditions related either by a •pecial 
poap of CompaniON or by one 1in1lc Companion only. 
(i)--A-.,;~;;-.,...b,;.;r~..;;i;;~br!JijtKh.ur.ar., 

IC.Z,-I.v,pp.!132-4:ll. 
12) Ms.. vol.ll, p. 227. 
(3) RI'UH,p.21. 
14) BM,p.31. 
(!I) kll!,vol ... ,p.Ut. 
(&) MSr.-l.ii,p.ll29. 
,,, TIC.,vol.l,p.202. 
(8) kZ,wol.v,p.U4. 

IP-P·"U&/1 
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6. The term Mlfjam is generally applied IU sueh works 
on various subjeeb as are arranged in alphabc:tkal OZ'der. 
The gcopapbieal and the biographical dietionarics ofYAqQt 
are ealled Mrl~m al-.811/ddn and Mlf~m tlf-Udabl, because 
they arc arranged alphabetically. Such Mw/Uid collections 
of A~idit" as are arrangc:d undl!r the names oftheCompaniorq 
in tbcir alphabetical order are also known as Mu'jam sl­
.f•!'lba. But according to the authorities on thcscimceof 
Tradition, the term is used tc:<:hnically for such collc:<:tions 
of Abddit" only as arc arranged not according to tbc Compa­
nion• who reported them, but according to the Traditionists 
from whom the compiler himself recrived them. The names 
of such Traditioniab (SAI!fi.t.t) are arranged alphabctieally,' 
and all the traditions received from each SAIIJ.U arc then 
collected together irrespective of their contents and subject­
matter. To this class belong two of the collections of ol­
Tabarlnl (260/870-360/970) and the collections or lbrli.him 
b. bmli.'il (d. 371/981) and Ibn ai·QI.ni• (d. 350/960).• The 
larpt collection by ai-Tabarlnl is in reality a Mw/Uid work, 
not a M .. jam work; for it is a Mu'jam a.l-$•.1611, not a Mlfjllm 
ai-S.trg~~U. 

7. J.i••~ arc th0$e collections of A•ad;litlt whicb contain 
traditions relating to all the various subject-matters mentioned 
under the /blsl'il. Thus, the .fa~f~ ofai··Bukhlrl as w.:ll as 
the book ofTirmidhi is callcd:Jli.mt'. But tbc ~jflof Muslim 
is not described as J••i', because (unlike Bukh.t.rl) it doa not 
contain traditions relating to all the ehaptcn of the 
Qpr'ID. 

8. $u1111a are sueh collections of the traditions as contain 
A.Uiilt •l-llbklm (legal traditions) only, and leave out thoac 
traditions whic:h relate to historical and other matters. Thus 
the collections of traditions made by Abo DI'Qd, 1'\all.'l 
and many other traditionists an: known as Slt•u•• works. 

(\) Sh<mldthcybcanans:IOd.inlllcCh"""'logicalorder.theW11l"kwoldd 
hee .. lj<,d.\l••ltil.,. Se<:OPC • ..,I.v.part2,p.41 r,. 

(2} BM. pp. 56,9~. 
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9. MIIJititltal;r are such collections of Abldilll in wbiela 
tlac compiler, ha'Ying accepted the conditions laid down by 
any p~cvioWI compiler, collect• together such other traditions 
as fullil those condiaions and were missed by the previous 
compiler. To this clas~ bclcmp the Mrultltlrsk of al-l;llkim 
who collected togcthersuehAbHrlllasfullilledthecoloditions 
laid down by ai-Bukhilirl and Muslim and were not included 
by 1hcm in their $a1Ji1Jr. " 

10. Mllrlt~l:llmj arc those eollecticms or A#JUilll in wbicla 
a later compiler ofthcm collects together fresh /s1tdth lOr such 
traditions as were collected by a previous compiler on the 
basis of difFerent chai.u; of ls11141. To tlais elass belongs tbe 
Muslol:lm•j of AbO Nu•aym Itf"ahlnl onthc$fi/Jfbs ofai-Bukhlrl 
and of Muslim. In this booJr. AbO Nu•aym hns givt"n fresh 
chains of /snU lOr some of the t~aditions which were already 
included by Bukhlrl and Muslim in their .fflbibs with diflf=rcnt 
ls11dtls. 

II. The Arb'fniJil, as tbc name shows, arc the collec­
\ions or focty A~Uilll relating to one or more subjects whicl• 
nay have appeared to be of special interest to the compiler. 
\n example oftlais cl1111 is the Ar6a'fn ofal-Nawlwl. 

OfallthcacclcvcnclllllesofthecollectiontofAIJUftll,the 
:aiJi{IIS, as their description shows, were the earliest in origin. 
~lac Mu'jiiiiU, the Mr~sttltlrab, the Mwllll:lmljs and the 
lrb.a'flfiJII must have been the latest. The .A.j.~:.t' and the 
tos•'il in their technical sense described 11bovc also must have 
ecn later in origin and development than tlac Mllltlllllllf 
nd the M11sllllll works. The $1<1111n and the Jdmi' being only 
abdivisions ofthe Mllf'IIIINifworb,the problem or the priority 
• origin or the remaining classa or the /ltitlflll works rcsiS 
ltwcen tlac Mlif'lltllllfs and the Mrunlllls "'·hich is dift"acult 
decide. Gold:r.iher is of the opinion that tlac Mw1111ds arc 
dier in origin than the Mlllfllllltfft which originated undc~ 
c inRucnc:c or tlac legal system of the ~tllb al·l;ladlth.1 

11 as the collection or IIIJddiiA WN greatly due to their lqal 

MSt.vul.ii,DJ>.2321T. 



.. 
impor1ance, i1 ill no1 unlikely 1hat ..,me of 1M very early 
coll«liotu or 1hnn were arranged accordin1 to 1heir lubject­
maller c<Nin~led wilh abe l•lamic lqal, ritual or rclia;ioul 
problnn~, as i1 aiM> •..rn•«~ by 1hc tide A"il•6 11I...S.HII give~~ 
10 thnn. 

The ~~~~~ lhlU -lln:tcd by abc continuou., hard and 
honnot work or many gcnera1inn.~ ur lhe Muslin11 or va:riout. 
counlrit't belonging to dilfe11:n1 achool1 orlhouBht, has been a 
111bjft:1 of'IIUd)' orlhe MU1Iim IChoJan and a IOUFCC o(inapira­
ticm to the Muslim WOI'Id up1o the pr-=-cnl lime. The 1;/Uillt 
IOSCiber wi1h 1he Q.ur'J.n sened 1he Mwlims u the maiD 
.... or !heir .ac:ial llructure. On lhis twoiO.Id bali. 
or~nated and d~cloprd the various Islamic ~eienes. To 
1hese lwo turruo an aver-.!:"' Mualim l'orilllpirationar~dJuidam:e. 
On 1hcm can be properly based the recomuuclion of the 
&Iamie lhourh• -.:cording 10 the rcquircmm11 of modern 
limes. The cfroras or m;any modern rrrormer• have .., l'ar 
railed becallSC they ia:norcd the Q.ur'ln and th<e Q_.1A, ju.t 
• som<e Mediaeval Islamic 1cc11 could not Oourillh because 
they had ii(ROI'ed th<eir impo¥" .. ncc. 

~~2 .. , 

E.: J ~~ 



CHAPTf.R II 

THE ttADfTH AND THF. C'.OMPANIONS 1$116'""') 

·n..c tC"rm fll-$tlb41HI or ttl·.-tPJA [sin~tular: 111·$-bGIJ/mnd 
fll--$416, a CompaniuJo) ia n•rd by tlu: Manlims :n a tillr nf 
great honour Cor s...-h MoPiim• as had rnjnyC'd the privllq:r 
of having livo:d in thc cnnopany .,r the Prupl1ct. On the 
qualificatiuns nrcrsaary r.,., bcinx a $1fbii6i thr Muslim sc:hulars 
differ. Somc or tbrm are .. rthe opinirm thatrw-ry MoPiim whn 
had 1cen Mubamm;.d Wilt a $s#/l6i. Some hold that lon~~: 
aaociarion with Mol;11•mm-.d is no:c....,ary rnr brio~~: a $4ol61.• 
The majority nf tht'm, howrvn, hold that rvl'ry l'""n up 
Mualim who associ:llll!d with Mul;lammad ror some time may be 
called a $11/Jdlll. The Ot'&r rclatiYQ of M11bamm11d, hit; botom 
rrieru:ll, hU al!endanu, "'' wcll 1111 such nrdin•ry M ... lia. 
u saw him even once arc xcn""aUy induded. •mrm1 the 
$4 .... 

l1 U thc Camponio011 who rcpnru:d • .fb.itliiA frnm 
M.ul;aammad. They arl' tltl' aulhoritics b)· whom- tbr'OUflh 
the Followcn (ai·ToNoi'81), thrirlludr:nu ;and aaol"iatn-uc 
banded down thc Islamic JI}JU/111. Upon their rr:liability, 
authcnticily and trustwOJ"thin~ n:su to a largl!' r:s.tr:nt the 
trUirwo:rthiRCIS or the great mus of _,.UIIII colkctnl by till' 
M•li.m schalan olthe latC!I' generations. 

Tlta NIIMIIItll OF THE CoMPo\tiiiOJII 

Tho exact number of doc ('.ompaniDIUI cannot be de-ter• 
mined. Only oncr: during tht' early history ur blam a «'HI"' 
wu takm, when thcy were.- round to be 1,52S.1 Thb r:~I!IUS 
mUll have bftn taken aboul thC' timr: of 1he 1'reaty or 

____!_~~~~~the d~gu to tl•r: M111lims WDIIP'~al. :~~ 

~: !*".P~~~· •. •;;.';s':', ~;:!~:.,~;:!.,:; •. 'i.~!",;,.,., ......... ii p. an 
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11n ntimate o( tbci.r al'tual anen11h wu n~ary. Since 
thrn the numlxr or the Muslim1 went up by lcap1 and 
bounds, and ~rare tloc death orMululmmnd almaatlbc whole 
oltbc Ar•b•a penin-aula h.d acaoptcd blam. 

A la:r~ aurq-.. ofthrtt: Mllllim1 of the time of Mul;lammad 
had men him and lilllcnecl lo hb ora1ion11 and IOI)'inp. Forly 
1bo.....W. of 1bem were~ with him when he pcriUrmed lite 
Fanwell Pilpi~DaF 111 Mecca.• The numbe-r of all th .. c 
who non- aaw or heard him has been estimalcd by AbQ Zara• 
ai-Rid lo be above 100,000.1 

T1111 CoMPANiota WHO R&J...Anll TaADITIOI\II 

All IlK' Compauionl did n01 rcl:uc the UUIM uf lhcir 
master. The Mallllll of AbO 'Abd ai·Ra-mln wllich ia 
laid to be the W.-a collcc:1ion of A~UitA ilatatcd 1o contain 
uadiUo111 rcl;ucd by 1300 Companioluonty.• Ibn ai·Jauzl, 
who hu 1ivcn a lilt of all the Companion~ who rcl•led lradi­
Ucnu, hu mentioned tho: nama of about 1060 o( them topt.hcr 
with the aumber of the 1rad.ili0111 related by each• Five 
hundral. of them an= Mid 10 have related I uadil.ioa ncb. 
One hwtdral and thirty two arc alated 10 have haad.al ddwD 
2 tr.Uttm. n.ch. Eifhly •rc clauibed 10 h•ve rel•ted 3 
tndilions c.c:h. Fifty-two uc mentioned lO be rapanUble 
for 4 u-..titionl eub; thirty·•- for S c.cb; twcnry..ur. b 
6 n.dl; twcnty-teven lOr 7 each; ciKJiteea lOr 8 cadi, .-nd 
ciCYen for 9 u-aditianl e•c:h.Sbr.ty of the Cam,.nia.,. are 
credit~ with h•Yinl rcb.tcd 10.20 II'Miitiona H.ch. or the 
rat e•ch il Aid to Uve reiMed. 20 ar mare u-.-itianl. Here 
il the t•ble ahawin1 the o•ma af tbcse Camp~~C~iou and the 
oumber af the traditiool relaud by them :-

Na. N•me afthe Campaoian 
I Abll Sbur•y- .&-K.a•bl 

-~~~ ~~-~_.I~~-
tl) Ml8,p.l21. 
(2),1"f8,.....t.l,p.:J. 
t:J) KZ,v.o~ ... ,p.sst. 
(4) TPA.pp.lllf-'J7. 

Number ol A#IUftA 

20 
20 

-----··-·--



Nn. Name of th" C-ompanion Number nf Al}ddillt 

Mu•wir b. Makbrama• 20 
'Amr b. Umayya al-l)amrl 
'Amr b. Umayya (another) 
~al"awln h. 'Auil 20 
Sa'd h. 'Uhllda 21 

8 ai-Rabl' 21 
9 ai-Sll.'ib 22 

10 Quna 22 
II •Umayr h. Rabl'<'i. 
12 Umm Qay• 24 
13 Laqll b. •,\mi"r 24 
14. ai-Sharldt 24 
15 RiD.• a b. Rlfi' 24 • 
16 'Ahd Allllh b. Una)'ll 24 
17 Aw b. Aus 24 
18 ai·Fac;ll b. 'Abbll.l 24 
19 AbU Wiqid ai-Laythl 24 

Abill Taiba al-Antlrl 25 
21 'Abd Alllh b. Salim 25 
22 Sahl b. Abl l;lalhmaa tHay lhama ?) 25 
23 AbO. ai-Mula}'b al-Huclhall1 
24 • Ahd Allih b. Ja'far 25 
25 Ya'la b. Murra 26 
26 Abill l;lumayd al-Si'idl 26 
27 Abill Mllik ai-Aoh•arl 1 27 
28 'Abd Allih b. Bubayna• 27 
29 AbO. Usayd al·SI'idl' 28 
30 'Utba b. •Abd 28 
31 Ya'la b. Umana 28 
32 'Uihmln b. Abl ai-'At 29 

Ill IMA,,..I.i.No.II09. 
(7) TT .... I.i•·,Nn. ~73. 
(:') l.i-/.No.H!o. 
(4) lhid.V<JI.•ii.N.,.II:l~­

l~) IMA,...,ol.ii, 
thl "ll.~nl. Y, No. 65S. 
(7) IMA,wl:ii,Nu.:woti. 
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No. Nanu' ohlll' Cnmpanlon 

" llrom al-1-'al,ll hint 11l· ~lrith .. ~h;o.)"b ,. •(ylrJ. b. l;lim:lr fHammld?) ,. Mu'ldb b. Ao» 

" •lrh.\t,l b. Slri}·a• ,. ti.lmblb h. ai·Aran' ,. 'Abel AII:Ua b. ~ti·Z11bayr .. F.,aima bini Q.•r• 

" l\b'fJil b. Va.ll.r• .. ai-•AbbAI b. 'Abd ai·Mu1!alib ., 'Amr b. 'Aba•a• .. Khuzilyma b. Thlbit• .. Talrta b. •Abel Alllh .. ai·Zubayr b. ai·'Awwlm• . , 'Amr b . ai·•At .. Umm 'AIIya .. AbG Tba•laba ai·Khmhanlw .. ttaklm b . l;lizlm• 

" Sahl b. l;lunayP .. Mu•lwifa b. \layda!1• 

" al-Miqdad .. 'Abd Alllh h. Muglofilll .. Jundab b. 'Abd Alllh .. Billl {lhc:Ma'wdUiri•) ., Abu Jubayfa .. Umm Hlnl 

{I) TT,,ul.~ii,No.:HO. 

(2) ""'·""'·iii,So,2~. 
\l) IMA,..,ol.o,Nu.IOO:;. 
(4i ltJ .... Lii,N<o.III'J6. 
(5) 'I"T.wol.iii,Noo.2&7. 
tlil , ... N ... m. 
(7) IMA,wl.ii,No.2050. 
(I) TT,..,I.ii,Ho.o 775. 
("J) Aul. wd. iv, Nu. Ull. 

UR) IMA,....,I i,No-11181. 
(II) TT,vol.'fi,No-74. 

Number of ..tWUA 

30 
30 
30 ,. 
31 
32 

" 34 

" ,. .. ,. 
•• .. ,. .. .. 
•• .. . .. .. ., ., .. 
•• •• 



No. Name of lhe Companion Number .,r A/;IUft/1 

.'\btl hana' 46 
60 Ka•b b. •Ujra• 47 
61 ai-Miqdlm 47 

'Abd Alllh b. Zayd 48 
Sa'id b. Za)·d b. 'Amr 48 
'Ahd Alllih b. Bi.hr 
Shaddlid b. Aus 
A!.mli' bini Abl Bakr 
Mm1' bini •umay• 
l;taf~a, wife of Mul;oammad 

69 Jubayr b. Mul'im 
70 Salmll.n ai-FiiriJI 

· 71 'Amr b. 'Auf 

·" 60 
60 
60 

72 'AmmSr b. Ybir 62 
73 'Abd ai-Ral1mlin b. 'Auf 65 

Umm l;tablba, wife of Mul;oamml'!d 6~ 

75 'Adl b. l;llilim 
76 Abtl RSfi• 
77 Zayd b. Arqam 70 

· 78 Wll.'il b. l;lujr 71 
79 Maymiina 

Salma b. ai-Aio.wa' 
81 Rllli' b. Khudayj• 78 

Zayd b. Khlllid 81 
83 Zayd b. Thlibit 92 
84 •Abd AllAh b. Abl Aufa 95 
8~ jl.bir b. 'Abd Alll.h1 100 
86 Abii Mao'old al-Arqlirl 102 
87 Nu'man b. Buhlr 144 

88 Samura b. Junda~-------'"-
(I) IMA,....,I.i.No. lOBI. 

(2) TI',Yol.vi,No.H. 

1:1) IMA,wol.il,No.211H. 

1 ~ 1 ·n·., ... l.¥iii,N<>. 7118. 

J.'.) •• ,.,...,l.ii,N<>. 115. 

(6) IMA,~I.ii,N".24l4 . 

., .•. 146/4 
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Nam" of th" C'o0mpanion Number of A~o"llt 

89 Th"uhln 
90 Udma h. Zayd 128 
91 AbO.Ib.kra Nufay' b. •l·"lrith "2 
92 Mughlra b. Shu•ba 136 ., Ab<lo Bakr (thr finl Caliph) '" J.llhir b. Samura 1<6 ., Uthmlln (lh" third Caliph) 1<6 ... AM An <lob ai·Antlrl ~~~ 

l\.lu'lrlh b. jabal 
Mu'l"'lyah (thr fint Umayyad "aliph) .. Ubayy b. Ka'b 

100 Burayrla b. al·l;latlb. 1 

101 Abill Qatlda 
102 AbO Darrl.l' 
103 •lmrAn b. l;lqln• 

• Ublda b. al•l;ilmit 
s .. hl h. Sa'd 
Ma'd b. Yamin 
Abtl Umlma ai-Bihili' 

108 Sa•d b. Abl Waqqlt 
109 Abll Dh:;o.r •I·GhiB.rl 
110 al·llarl' b. •Az.ib 
Ill Abtl Miba ai·Aih'arl 
112 Umm S:;o.lma, wif" of Muhamad 
113 •All (thrfourthCaliph) 

"' •umar (th" second Caliph) 

'" 'Abd AILlh b. 'Arnr b .. aJ.•AJ 
116 'Abd Alll.h b. Mu'Cld 
117 Abll Sa'ld ai·Khudrl 
118 jlbir b. 'Abd Alllh 
119 'Abd All&h b. •Abbls 
120 ·~'ilbah, wife ofMutlammad 
121 Anub. Mllili. 

(I) TT,,..,I.i.N<>. 797. 

12) /tiJ.v•.ol.Yolo,No.21!1. 

(l) IWA, -J. P, N ... 27<.)'). 

... 
167 
170 
179 
180 
181 ... 
"' 2>0 
271 
281 ,., 
378 
>36 

~~' 
700 ... 

1170 .... 
1660 
2210 
2286 



" No. Naml" of lht' C~nion Number or .uutllr 
122 'Abel Allll.h b. •u ..... r b. ai-KhaoHih 2630 
123 AbQ Hurayra 1 5314 

h i1 nridenl rrom whal hu t..:en .. id lhat thr grral m­
uf th.,. lradili<>~ recrived by uo an rrhu"'d by ll"'l 1h11n thrft' 
hundred Compani..... The M•-u• of ln•.lm ,_blilr. o:unlaim 
lhe lradhiom. related by 98 Olompaniuns only.• Thr MIUHIIII 
of AbO D.I.'Gd Tay&IUI contairu lhoiK rebued by 281 ol1hem, 
Ttte! MatHMI uf Abmad b. t,lanbal r:nnuino !howe r<rlalftl. by 
about 700 Companiono.• The lwo $<1616• or ai-Bukhlrl and 
M._lim r:onlain ahc.c tdll.tftl by 208 and 213 t:ompani .... 
rapn:livl'ly, of whom 149 are common b.tw«~~ 1hr ,..,o praa 
Wttr"kl,l 

or 1hese !00 Companimu rcfcrnd 10 abrwe, only 55 have 
rela1cd 100 or IIIOI"e ttadilioou. or'"""' qain, only II ue 
rnparuiblc lOr mare lhan 500 lraditione: nrh. Six or H'YCSI 

of the l1111cr, each of whom hu reparlftl. mm-e lhan 1000 
lndiUom, arc known aa rd-Ma.lltlltirGII, i.t'. the rrportcn 
o,rm~~ny 1radilioru.1 

All lhen eleva~. Corap.oiOM cnjoyftl. 1he privllqc ol Joac 
aaoeialiO!I wi1h Mulbaaunad, Md p-eal thi"t 1M hill /;Nt/IJJl 
(duriDJ his lir.,.time), aad could •prak with aulhoTilJ abuul 
what he had laid or doae. Tbq- liva:l &. • loac lime din­
bill ck•th whll!lllhema.ofthcuaditi- whieh1hqrhadlnr111 
wu haadcd dowa 10 theauccndi .... encr•Uom of' the Mu-li-, 
wba"e.N the lr..-iqc.•thercd by the ~who were 
either killed in the e.rly baulcs or diedahortly alter 1he dQib 
o(' Mub•m11111d could not apr~tad •1110118 the M111li-. .utd 
wu bt ro;r sood· The reporlcn or lbe larant aumbcr of 

AtMIIA Include:- ------

lll TFA,pp.IJH..MG. 
(2) Slol1,1,ar. 

{1) TK,i,20l!. 

(4) TI'A, pp. 1~7-205. 

I~J FM,p.~79:'rA,p.S51. 



.. 
I. AbG Hll!'ayra, 'Abd AJI~or'Abd al-kal},mln.1 He 

11ancll al 1hco lop or 1hc rrporlen of ~ltull11t among 1he Com• 
paDions, and wao UCOID•rd by Mui,Jamm;..d bimnlr u 1he 
~~ anaiouo Mu1lim ll..r lh" knuwlrdRc or IJtllllllr. He 
belopl(ed 10 lht' 1tibc or D&UI, an olf-.~hool of 1M gnat o;:lan 
of Azd.' He C"am"' ho Madlnah in 1he 71h y ... r or the Hijra, 
and bciq luld thai Mul,~amnoad wa1 111 Khaybar, wnlt lher-e 
and ae~plcd ldam. Sinec then 1ill Mubammad't de&Uh, 
he remained c:on~~lanlly in hill c:ompan)·, aumding him and 
Je.mi"'l' hb IJMillt during the day at 1he sac:rifice ofallwr..-ldly 
punuib and plnt~urn and rrmembcrinJ lhem by ho:arl in 
the nit;ht.1 Af\n- the death or the ProphC!t, be wwked .. a 
pvcrnor of ai·Ballrayn for aome time durin1 lht' caliphate 
or 'Umar, and acted u the goftrnor ur Madlnah u11der 1hc 
early Umayyad ealipt... t He died in S9J678. 

When Mul;lammad wu no IQOJ'C', and thr repo:rb of hb 
aayinp and doina• were soqht in urder to mftl 1he daily 
ril.iq Ca&CII, AbU H•rayra (who imuvc:IO:d morr than 800 
1tudml:!ll in the subjrcl) prof111ely poiii"IM Ollt 1hrs10rr orknnw­
ledle he had so labarioaq(y acc:um•laled. Somr1imo:s he wu 
taken to tuk rur rrpurtin11uc:h uaditions u were never hearil 
by any 01her Companion, B•t he re10r1ed 1ha1 hr had learnl 
what 1he _..,,, (Helpen) had milled in aUftldina: 10 1heir 
lancb and propalits, and what the M11Aijim (Rd"ua;«~) had 
railed 10 leam becautr or lheir bulineu nllllfl:emftiU1 ancl 
thai be had remembered what 1hry had rurgoucn under the 
11ra1 of their mubiran.,... activi1ies.1 Once when he wu 
talra 10 INk by 'Abel AllAh b. 'Umar r...- relallnt a particular 
/:.IMflll, he look him to •A" ilhah who bare witnc. 10 the tr•lb 
of wbal: he had rclaled.1 HU knowled1r and memory were 
allo trilled by Marw&n who, havin1 wriucn ~wn some uadi· 

(I) TIS,....t.i"'•IM'"I2,pp.5111". 
(2) GT,Nu.IO. 

tJI TIS,wcol.h,part2,a.5-t. 

(t) /f4~p.IO. 

(~) ,.,.,, •· 56. 

,., ltiJ ... ~. 



I.U.uiTIII.ITdA'nlalt •• 
IM.n.ro:lat<!d by him, wanto:d him al'ter a year tn ro:late tho: aame, 
and round tho:m to be exactly identical with hi. e..-lin 
narration, I 

He ia bclirvnl by tlo .. Muslim• tn havil' brrn trMJ piou1 and 
eonacio:ntioWI a Muolim "tn put intulhe m<>ulh .,f Mubammad 
any wnrch wloio;h had no1 actually fallen fmm hU lip&. ur to 
ucribo: to him anything thai he load nnt d .. ne. Bu1 he doe. 
not appear to have brcn o:nduwed by n"u.ro: with a power 
uf' minute oble,-vation t>l' a ~:ri1ical ra~uhy ~lroRR .. nougl1 to 
talc CD@:Diz.ance of all the circllmflanre• in which 1l1e Prnpl1rt 
'"""red o;crtain wurtb or actnl in a partio:ul:.ar way. Many 
nlhn Companion&, thercr...-c, had to coaplain some of the 
AtU/IIr repot"to:d by him, and to reject some of1hem. •A 'ishah, 
havin1 come to know that AhA Hurayra rcohno:d •hat 
Mul;lamonad hachaid that awomiln wuput in hellfire bcocaUIC 
abc kept a cat and did Dot reed it, pnintnl out to him thai 1hc 
woman was an unbclicve.-. 1 Whcon she wu tnld thai AbA 
Hurayra rcohued thai Mul;laPimad l•achaid that three thing• arc 
omiROUI-namely, a holllt', a hone and a woman-die .aid 
thai Abo Hurayra carne ia while the Prophet WM oayin1 : 
'"May Ood dll'Siroy the jewo. Thcyoay that ill·luc:k io in three 
1bi.np: in ahOUIC, in a woman and in a hone". AbG Hurayra, 
oaid '-''illhah, heard 1he last part or thefiHillr, and miued the 
lint portion of it.1 'Abel AU.Ih b. 'Abbb havin1 come ro know 
that AbO Hurayra related that Mllbammad had aaid: al-wt/j' 
,.;,. •• -11a1 ,.;.,.,, ,..,,. ..;,. tMw llfil. took him to t_.. 
for relatlna:suc:h a fllltlltlt.• 

CoNiclerins the in1ens1 of AbG Hurayra in cuhwalauain• 
menu in IJCR"ral, hildcvolionto the l'rophel aad tohil ..QI4Uir 
in particular, and the ICII applied 10 hil rncmo:ry and hU 
narrat.lon by hill own c:ontemporarill'S during hil life•t.irmo, 
it appnn to be very unlikely 1ha1 In: him.elr fabricated any 

\1) SHM,.,.. .. :ft. 
12) MAT,No>.I40D 
\S) MAT, Nu. I~S7. • 
(t) 'AWulimn ,_illlood t.,.) _,,_, wil• Lr ~ ohu....,h it..._.. 

-·~..rc....,.'JT,i,r-12. 
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/:lflllillo. 1 Bu1 it is ...,_iblc 1ha1 al a la!rr prriod may have 
~n auributed 10 him oomr .-(bddUII for 1he narraaion<>fwhich 
he was nol rnpo!Uibl<:. Th<" fa<:t that he nuutcd a very 
larK<" number of uaditiono (l;uger than liD)' ulhcr Companion 
U Jaid 1u hav .. narrated) WIU cKplaincd b)·loimodfw his own 
cunlempornrin. h i1 thcrdnrr dear 1ha t th" rrnnU" k !),;:at 

AbU Hurayr11 w;u "a piou• bum bug" i• unwananlcd.• 

2. AbCI 'Abdai-Rabm11n 'Abd AIISh io 1hc ..:·rnnd largnl 
rcporu·r of .41Jdd{tlt. H., ,....,. the "'>D of •Umar, Ill<" second 
calipb. "" had acc<'p!cd Islam •imultaorouoly with hia 
fath<"r, and migrau:d 10 Madlnah with him.• He 1oolr. part 
in many l.oanles during the lifc·lime of Mul;lammad and in the 
wan in M01opo1amia, Pcnia and Egypr, butlr.cpt strict neutra­
lily during lhc civil wan amon1 !he Mu•lims which followed 
!he assauinalion of 'Uthml.n. In spile of the great nleem 
and honour in which he wu held by all !he Muslims and 
notwith51andinl!l thr ~uggn1ion repeatedly made to him 
to 11and up for the caliphate (which heobolinately refu•ed), he 
lu:pt himself entirely aloof from par1y 1trife, and throu1hout 
thCie yean led an unself~h, pious life. He Kt an example 
uf an ideal citizen ju.n u hi. father had oet an example of thl: 
ideal ruler. He died at Mecca in the year 74/692 at the age 
of87. 

Hio loug ;uaocialion with Mul.>ammad, his blood relation· 
ohip with l;lafta {wife of Mubammad) and with some othn­
Companioru of the Prophet, offered him a tplendid opportunily 
to karn Jjdillt, and hit long peaceful life g•ve him time and 
leioure to teach ... d opread Ab.Uilh amung the Mwlims who 
aWOU$Iy sought for them. 

He wu cxtra11ely c.,o:ful in relating Ab.Wil/1 lu gthcn.. 
al..Sha 'bl .. ,.. that he did ool hear a aingle IJGI/ith frum him 
fw- one: whole year .• When he related .-1/JiUil/1, hi. cyco were 

t2) L,l~ iio, pp. LXXXIII-l-XXXV. 
(3) TIS,vo. iv,.-ro2, pp. 10~·137. 

(-4! TIS,v ... iv,-•l 1,...,, I!Xo·ll~ 



" f~oll of_ te,on .. ' Hi. ac:liviti"' in the orr.,.;.,., uf hlam, hH pinon 
hfe, h1~ •traol{hlfi>rward and uru .. lfioh carcn-, and hio C'arrful 
and 8)·mpalhO'tic ltcalmrnt <•f lh<" ltlldilion.o, pu1 a ,....,, of 
!ruth on ouch nflh"m 1\S arc r..Ja1"' by him. 

3. Abii l.lamz.a An:u h. M.alik. At thC' •R" of'"" yu.,, 
Anns w11~ prncnlcd by hi• mo1her, Umm Sulayn1, to 
Mul_,ammad who had migr;U<"d In Madlnah. Since thrn 
uplu the lim.,ofMul:uommad'•<.lc,.do, hr had b...,n hi1 fa\'nurilc 
aucndant. 1 Aflu Mul:>ammad's du.lh, he wa1 appoin1rd 
by AbU Bakr (at lloe advice <of 'Umar) u a tax•rollrnor at 
al-Bahrayn. Abuul lh<" la1u pari of hio life ho: Ol'tllnl down 
"t Bana, whet<" he di<"d in rhe year 93{711 when hr was nwre 
!han one hundred yean old.~ 

During the tom yean he opc-nt in the: service of Mul,ammad 
he had learn! a large numbtr of hi• AbU ItA, of .. ·hich he abo 
learn I a good deal from AbO Bakr, 'Vmar and many olh" 
Companion• uf the Prpohet.' The knowledge of I;I•Jillt 
gathen:d by him wa.ooo extensive !hat hill death was comickrrd 
as a death-blow to half of the entire maq of1radi1ioru.• 

He is accepted b)· Moulini. 1radi1ioru.ib as one of 1he mosl 
rdiablc narrator• of I;IOJIItll. There is no r"asun to aoupcct 
th<' genuincnrso of ouch tnditionsu may be proved to have 
bc:en narra1ed by him. 

4. •.i\ 'i1hah, the daugh1n of AbQ Balr.r and !he favour it" 
wif" of Mubammad, occupia the fourth place among th" 
reporlen of the largn1 number of .-fb.Witll. She "njoy"d th" 
con•tant company of Mubammad a1 hill favouril" wif" for 
about eight and a half yean.• She died in 1h" yur $7{676 
when she wa• 6!1 yean old. 

11) TIS. •ol. i•··P'"' l,p. 12~. 
(:l) TdH,,.,I.i.p. J8 

(:Ji TA,p. 11\6. 

{~) TdH. ,.,1. i, p. :Ill 

(~) TA,p. lljT 

(6) Tdll. ~~.1. i, I'·~~ 



" She wu cmlowM by nalurll' wilh a reiC'nlive memory and 
ft kec.'fl eri1ical facolly. Shr rcomcmbcrcd a laf1C number of 
pn-blami~ Arabic pocnu, and wu 1alu:n during hn lift'-timco 
u an aulhority on Mftlidne and on blamic Law.• /U rqards 
AlJU/111, she load nol only le-arnt a 1..-ce number of lhC'PI in I he 
o;ompa11y of hi!'r huJband, bul ahn hlld crilical apprC'C'iation 
of lhrm. She cnrrecu:d lhl' mis11okrs of many Companion. 
whiellthey ('Omminnt in undt"nllarn:ling and rel.:uin(llhll' worda 
of Mul;lammad. Wht'n for inlance she wa1 1oJd lhat Ibn 
'Um~~r had relalcd Mul;lammad lu have said lhal lhl' dead 
ar"' punished in thll'ir graves on nnmanl of the lamt'tlllalioru 
of their rela1ivn, she poinl<"d nul 1hal Mubammad had laid 
that while rhe dead penon w.:u puniohrd in his aravr for hi• 
nwn fauhs and si111, his rcla1ivn wep1 lOr him. h wa•, shC' 
added, like ano1her inslancll' in which Ibn 'Umar had related 
the Proph"t of God 10 haVC" said or the dead bodin of' lite 
unbclicvcn who were killed in the banlc 11r Badr: ''Verily 
they hear what I say". What, according to "A'Uhah, the 
Prophet had in raet said wu: "'Certainly they now lr.now that 
what I used to say U true". In order to prove b.,.- COliiCntion 
•A'isbab quoted the vcnc or th~ Q.ur".ln which lays that oue 
could not ma~ the dead hear, nor could onc'o voice rcadt 
thoR who arc in the gravn. 1 

Numcrouo imtancn of the critir.m or AbUII' by 'A'Uhah 
which ohow how lr.ccnhcr critical raculty wu,arc collected by a 
diotinguilhcd Indian ocholar, Saiyid Sulaym.ln Nadwl, in hit 
Slr41·i-•A"UIHIA the peruoal or which ia ourc to be intensting 
and pnllitable to tha~e who arc lnlcl"e.ted in her charmina: 
pcnonality aad in the origin or the Islamic odmca. 

11 wu on account or her ""tC'!Uiw: knowlcdp of UMIM 
and J.Jaraic Law that CV0'1I the important Compani01111 -aupr 
her advice on legal problcnu, Bad B large DUIIIbt-r or them 
(and of other Muolimo) 80U8bt ror the lr.nowlcdiC or /;111111111 
rrooa her. A long li8t of tOO.C who related ;t611dilll on her 

(I) TdH • ....t.i.p.24. 

121 ..... 14 ..... ~·-·· ..... , ...... iii,p.~· 



" a111hority ia given by 'Aiqallnl in hU. TtiNIJlj 
111-Tdtlld6.• 

5. AbO al-'Abbll.l 'Abd Alll.h b. ai·'Abbb wu hom 
three yc.oal"' bd'IN'e th" mipalirm of Mul;lammad to Madlnah,' 
and wat 13 yean of age at lhe time of his death. He wu 
loved very much by Mul)ammad, which ia apparenl rrom the 
Ajll/ilj abnut him (in all 1he J;ladllh collecaioru). He died 
in 68/687 at abe age or71. • 

He aeems to have learrn a Fcow .46Uir6 from Mu,ammad 
hinnelr. 'Asqalllnl (quodn~~: Yabya b.al QilUI.n) ref~ to •he 
HRrlion thai Ibn 'AbbA& related only 10 or 4 1ndi1ions From 
Mtd;aammad hinuelr, and addo thai this n•imate i• not cancel, 
bccau&e in the .Sa614r of al Bulr.hlrland Mulim aloneareiOund 
lnOI'C than len of I he lraditio ... reponed by Ibn 'Abbll direct· 
ly From Mubammad.• There U., howewr, no doubt lhat 
1he number of 1he A6URAI reported by him direedy From 
Mul)ammad is very •mall in c:ompari.on wi1h what hc h .. 
related From him throu1h other CompanioN. Thele Ab61ltll 
he had learnt from lhern b)· seriOUI, hard labour. He .. ,.: 
"If I eapn:ted 10 learn any /:ltldltll from a Companion, I weal 
ld his door and wailed 1here -in spi1e or the wind brin1in1 
dutl on rne-till he eame out and said: •Cousin of the Prophet, 
what 1»-ou1ht you here? Why did you nOisend r..,. me'~ J 
used to reply that it waa only proper lhal I should 10 to him. 
Then I learnt the l:lflflilll from him''.• 

Ibn •Abbb was end-ed by na111re with kl!en intellcetual 
powen and eritieal aeumen. He was devoted 10 the 11ucly 
or the l;ltltlftlt and the Q.ur'ln, and w• kwed on account ol 
hill intdlec:tual abili1y by all the lint lOur ealipbs, and wP 
rapectl!d by all hill conlemporarin. ~.!:'ad o;ollcctl!d a laqe 

(I) Vol.•ii,No.2B~I. 

t2) UGh,vol.iii,p.19,, 

(l) ltoJ.p.l95. 

(4} TT.vol.v,Na.474. 

(Sl ·rts,.,.d.ii,puo2,p.l21. 
c:r.JBI,i.pp.B5·86. 

O.P. 1461S 
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number of ~raditiono, wrino:n them do\\n in tho: form of books, 
and dl"livo:ro:d lo:cturc:s on them to hio own di.ciplc:s. Hia 
Taf>ir of tho: Q.ur'J.n which wu handed down by hio atudmt, 
Mujlhid, io wdl known and hal be<"n rd't'rrcd to by later 
commo:ntaton.• 

Some 1UprCU of hi• political activily ha''" bc"'n critidoed 
5<:1t"'rd,·.• But hi5 fam"' rcsl3 on hi• in!dlretual auainmrnl.3, 
not on. hio political arli,·ity. Tb"' rcli,.bilily of 11,., .·lbliditll, 
howclter, whi"'h may be provOO to h•""' b.,.,n narri\trd by him 
io unquc:stionable. Of cour,.,, much of what bas bc"n allri· 
butni 1o him m\Ut have bo:"'n forsrd by later narraton. 

6. jlbir b. 'Abd Alllh wao on" of the "arty Madinite 
converts to Islam who auendnt the >~Ccond Council of Muham· 
mad wilh 1he people of Madlnah at Mere a.• He look part 
in 19 ballln in the company of Mubammad. 1 He dint in 
Madlnah abou1 the year 74{693 111 !he ase of94. 

He lean~! the l:ftlilitll of Mul:lammad not only from him, 
bul al5o from many of hio impor1anc Companions--e.g. AbQ 
Balr, 'Umar and <>then. Hralso lean~t il from !he Follow~ 
(lii·Tdbt~ll,.) like L'mm Kuhhilm, 1hedaugh1u of AbQ Bakr. 
He Uled 10 teach /:ftldilll rqulady in the mooque at Madlnab.1 

1. AbQ Sa'ld Sa'd. b. Mlllik ai-Khudrl wuoneoflhe early 
Madinile o:onverls to hlam and wanled co tak"' part in 1he 
battle of Ubud; but Ill h"' Wal too young, he could nol lhft) 
be allowed to lake up arm1. His falhn MAlik wu killed in 
1hi1 battle, and he himaelflook part in 12 of the baule~ fought 
during !he life-Lime of Mul;lammad. He died al Madlnah 
in 64/683. 1 · 

(l) EhQ." •Abd AIUi'• 1•. ol·'Ablolh", I. Vocd• Vqli~ri. 

(2) Eb." 'Abd AHA~ b.ai-•AhWh", t'. Po~hl. 

(l) TdH,~<>I.i,p.37. 

{-f) TA,p. 18!>. 

{~) 'TT, vol. ii, No, 67. 

{6) TA,p. 72,. 



" He "':'~ one of the A1b.U tJf·to.fftJ-i.r::. a band of p<I01" 

CompanlOTU who worked in day-time for th~tr livelilwod, 
and devoted the nisht to the reading of the Qur'll.n and the 
learning of th" Su1111tJh from their teachen. '1 hry wrrr known 
as al-QprYtl', and were ~nerally""'"' out of Madlnah in orclcr 
tO instruc;t people in Islamic rituaL. whcn:vcr ouch irutruc:tioo 
wu needed. 

al-Kbudrl learnt the 1./oul.ith from Muhammad as well 
u from hi1 impurtant Companion& Like AbQ Balr.r, •Umar, 
Zayd b. Thli.bit, etc. He wll.l conaidero:d to be the bo::~~t juriat 
atnon& the young Companions of Mubammad.• 

8-11. 'Abd Alli:l.h b. Mas'lld,1 'AbdAllAh b. •Amr b. ai-·A,, 
'Umar b. ai-K.haHAb and 'All b. Abl T!Uib wuc early con­
verts to blam. They had 1u1Tcred for its cauR, had enjoyed 
the company of Mul;>ammad for a long time, and.livo:d after 
him long enough to uarnmit the l;{tuNIIJ which they had lc;tnll 
from him. 'Abd AliMa b. 'Amr b. al-•At, in spite of being 
alive during the period of the civil war ilmong the Muslims, 
kept him•elf {like 'Abd All'-h b. •Umar b. ai-Kha\lllb) above 
party strife. Of course, he w11.11 Present •t the bilul., of ~ilfln 
betwe"n 'All ilnd Mu'liJ"Iyah on acc:ount of the J>"nl!.tencoo 
of his father. But he took no active part in it. Even for his 
presence at the battle he w&ll very regrelful in his lata life.• 
His interest in /;I<JtifiA w:u. great. He wrote down all the 
tradition- which he learnt from Mubammad, and rollecti!d 
one thouwnd of them in a $~if .. which he called td·$Uif•· • 
When he lived at Mecca, the seekers for lftdillr colln:trd round 
him in a large number. But aa he lived m ... cly either in 
Egypt or at ai-TA'lf {and not at Madln11h which had been 
the centre of the learning of /;ltulillr), and since he wu more 
occupied with praycn than with tc;~.ehiog l;ltldillr, the lata 

(L) TT,W>I.i.li,No.8!1-1. 

(2) S.:e"lbn Maa'dd"inEIS. 

o3) UG!,,,..I.Iii,pp.233·1~. 

{~l nu. · 



•• 
senuatiom or Mu1linu received rewa- tradition~ Cro!l'l him 
l.ban from Abo HutO.)"r•, •A'ilhah and othen.• 

Most ofthcCompaniona, howaver, who have rcpol'tcd.....,A 
had bftn very careful in rcportina: the wordt of their muter-, 
.. well aa in accepting tlacm from thoJe who ~ported 1hcm. 
Abo &.kr, durina hi• caliphate, sought f<>l' ..q.UftA, but did n01 
accept the words oftha1c who reported them wilbout a witness. 1 

He alto ulr.ed Mu•liQJ& noc to relate tradition• which mi1ht 
~UIC di1cord among them.' 'Umar, the 1eccmd caliph, 
card'ullyfollowed the e11amplcaet by his prcdccc.o:r. Mughll'a,4 
AbO Mo.,• 'Amr b. Umana• and Ubayy b. Ka'b' were all 
compelled by him 1o produce witRC$1CS for the traditi0111 they 
had relau~cl. He is tlated to have impri-ed 'Abd Allah b. 
Mas'Qd, AbO. DaniA' and AbG Mu'Od ai-An1lrl bccau~ 
tho:y related 100 many traditions.• Uthmln, hb aucce.or, 
in 1pite of beiRJ well-verxd in tradiUom. had been KrupuloUII 
in relatiD( them.• 'All, the l'owth caliph, did ltOI accept 
any 1radilion unlea 1he reporcer de<:lared il on oa1b.1• 'Abd 
Alllb b. Mu'Gd had been ~ eautio111 in relatinc tradilio1111 
tba1 wbcn be related one he perspired aud feh uneuy, aDd ·at 
oacc added lhat the Prophel or God had ei1ber .. id thill or 
.omelhiRf like il. 11 Zubayr did not.like to relate traditi-, 
beca111e he had hcan:l Mu!lammad •Y 1hat he who atlribuled 
anyt.h.iDgto him faiKiy-uld make hill .cal iahell-fire.'•Sa'd b. 

tl) I'M,p.S79. 
t2) SAD, .t. -'·F••' </, 6. -'·J..u.A, vul. U, p. 4~ 
(S) TdH,YOJ.;,.,,S. 

(f) SAD,"Di~•••I·Janln",....t.ii,p.280. 

(S) SB.¥0Liv,p.SII. 
(II) MAT,Nu.l ... . 

111 TIS.IrDI.iw, ....... l,pp.l!l-14. 
(8) TdH, YOJ. i, p. 7, 

(9) TIS.-:!.iii,panl,p.H. 

(10)· SAD.-.I,p.210. 
(II) TIS,-I.iii,JIIIrll,p. 210. 

(Ill) TIS. ..... iN, pull, p. 110. 
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Abl Waqqll.t feared that people might add to what he relluecl,> 
AbU OardA' ahc:r relating a l;ladiiA added that if Mu~ammad 
did not oay thiJ, he ... id something like it. Thio wao the 
practice of An as b. Mll.lik also. 'All uoctl to oay that he pre­
felTed the he avena coming down upon him to attributing a for.lsc 
l;ltulttA to Mu~ammao;l.l 

The fear of committing miotakcs in relating the worcb of 
Mubammnd had been so great with hi8 Companioru that many 
of them did not rcl:>.tc any l;ltulitA unnco;;rs.•arily. 'Abd Alll.h b. 
M .. 'ild related only two or three A6ddiiA in a n>onth. 1 Sll.'ib b. 
YAzld travdlnl. with Sa'd b. Mli.Lik from Madlnah to Mecca 
and did not hear him relate a single l;ladifh.• ai-Sha'bl lived 
in the cumpany of 'Abd AllAh Lo. 'Umar for one whole year 
and never heard him relate a oingle/;ldditA. 1 Sl.'ib b. Vazld 
reports that he had been i111he companyof'Abd ;ii·Rabmli.n b. 
'Auf, Taiba b. 'Ubayd AllAh and Sa'd, and did not h~ lll'ly 
of them rdate a l;ladiiA--ex.cept that Taiba related the /:ldliitlt 
of the battle of Ubud.• ~uhaybwaa always ready to relate 
the hiotorieal traditions (ll'urgAdo~;i), but otherwi•e he did not 
dare to report the warda ofMubammad freely.' 

TH& PltOBU .. OP THI. PROHIBITtOI<I 

Alto PU.MlUIBtLITY or K1TABAT (of l:ladtlh) 1 

Some of the Companions, however, who lr.new the art of 
writing had written down the /;laditA during the life-time of 
Mu~ammnd himself. 'Abd Alll.h b. 'Amr b. ai-'At secured 
hill permission to write down '!!_,ill_!!_"1!!~ Con~cquendy, he 

(I) 111: (:2) TIS, ...,1. ;.;,, pl. I p. 102. 

(3) JBI,par> I, pp. 78·79 

(!I) J.iJ. 

(6) SJM,p .... 

(7) TIS, vol. iii, pt.r> I, p. 161; 58, vol. ii, 97 

(8) A .J~"'ilo<d c.,.,.i.Jerlliwl orbollo <he>e upcch <>I' <l•e p«>We.q, 
copiouo d~•• on lhnn. will be Couod in SD,JPI, pp. 6l-77, Tl, and 
SHM (ml«>.)· The_,,.,,.,. o>J'TI ba~~ bc-n1 "ammariaed loy /1., 
SP"f'Pt' in""" of loio • .,;cw., l"'eJAS&, "">1. J.l<V, pp. '12·18, ea.c. 



wrote whatcva he heard from the Prophet, 1 and o;olleett'd 
a thousand of his sayings in a$DI.1if• whio;h he <:ailed •I· 
~u;,..• h was 1e<:n with him by 11.\·Mujlhid, and latc:r 
on it came into the possession of 'Amr b. Shu'ayb,1 a great 
grandson of'Abd All&l\4 'All, the1011-in-law of Muhammad, 
had in hi6 posoc:ssion a $D[Ilfa which o;ontained certain laW!II. 1 

Another ~~ifll i6 reported to have bco:n in the poso=oion of 
Samura b. Jundab, which according to Gold~iho:r i• identical 
with his RUd/a to his son, containing many .AI}tldith. 1 jllhir 
b. 'Abd All.1h also had a $4!1if<~ the contenu of which were 
later on related by Q.atlda.' Sa'd is also reported to have 
had a book out of which his •on related certain pra<:tio;es of 
Mubammad.1 al-BukhArl in his ~llbih ha• mentioned a l;ladrlh 
which is related from the book of 'Abd Allllh b. Abl Aufa.1 

AbQ Balr.r, the first caliph, is reported to have o;ollected together 
500 .AIJitlith which he destroyed bo:<:au•e he suspe<;ted that he 
might have accepted some oftho:so:Abddilh from :some unreliable 
penons.to 'Abd Alllh b. 'Abbb wrote down the .Abdtlith 
which he leamt from AbQ Rlfi'll. He appears to have collec· 
ted .Abtldith in more than one book. ol-Trimidhl report& in 
hio Kifdb al-'1/a/ that ""me people from al-TA'if brought t'o 
Ibn 'Abbb one of hU. boolu and read it out tv him.u, He U 
abo reported by Ibn 'Abd. ai-Barr to have left at his death so 
many books that they might oerve as a load for a camel. Thae 
boolu were later Uled by hit .an, 'An.u It is from lhese boolu 

(l)--;-iJS;-.,;,l.iv-:-;;;;-.z.---;-;;:--------
r2) L'G'. ""'· oii, pp. 2Jl·3~. 

(3) TIS, v<1l. ;,., p.><l 2, p. B. 
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(~i SH,t. '1/,., 6.bl•h.r••l·'•l,.,, YO!. i,p. 21 •t.J. 

(G) jT. "d·T•,.•• -· <01-SA.Ihod", ""'· i, p. 100. 
(7: MS< .. v<>l. ii, p. 10 
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iiO) Tdn,, ... l.i.p.5. 
llll 'fls ..... l.ii,p<~n2,p. 123. 

112) JT,p.UII. 
(IS) TIS,-I.v,p.:Z16. 
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of Ibn 'Abbb lhal ai-Wlqidl may have drawn some of hi1 
malo:oriab, u ia ~hown by a .,....1e quo1ed in 1he M11WIIti6.1 
Abo Hurayra abo i1 reporlcd to have wriun. down Ablt/Uit 
-JWobably al I he Iacer- 11age or his lire. Thae wriuen A#J.Willt 
he 1howcd 10 Ibn Wahb1 and 10 Umayya ai-Damrl.• The 
$~fl• of Hammlm baled on lhe reporu or AbQ Hurayra it 
wdl known.• 

Over and above the rr:porcs chat we have rccrived with 
regard 10 these $ilbif•u and boolu r:ompilcd by che Compa· 
niona or Mubammad, we have also rr:r:r:ived many reporb 
or wricing down 1he 11ray AbUillt by clu:m. Acconting co a 
reporl in dae s,,,, of11l Tinnidhl,oncof'thc A1r1h complainr:d 
1o Mub11mmad or his weak mr:mory and wu advi1ed by him 
to take lhe help or hill righl hand (i.e .. wriling). 1 Anolher 
Companion, al-Rifa' (abo called AbO lllfi'),sr:cured Mubam· 
mad'• permi.aon 10 wrile down AIJUillt' One Abo Shih, 
hcarina: Mul)ammad'a oraaion i11 che year or 1he conquen 
of Me«a, requeeted him thal i1 be wrinen down lOr him, and 
his requat wa. aranlcd.' 'U1bln b. Mllik ai-Antlrl Liked 
a/;;lflllillr 10 much lhat he wrote it down.• 

' Some 11ray AIJitllllt are reported 10 have been wriuen down 
by 1he Companion~ at their owD aweel will. Some of lb.­
may not be pnuine, and -.me may prove lobe id~:~~lieal with 
one another. 

Mulllammad hbnaclr had dlclalcd laWII wiah regard to cbe 

poor-tax,'~hepray~~&,.ta, al~~~ ~~~~~o~ey, etc.1' 
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One doeumnn mnu,inin« laws wilh "'Jiard In 1he alms which 
had been sent to lheoffir:ials was round al'l:rr his dealh, all ached 
10 bi1 ~word, and r:aml' into I he pmlt'SIIinn of"hiiiUCl'l'IIOJI. 1 

Thrrr: are, of COUJ'H', lraditinns whieh IOJ'bid lhe wrilinllf 
of" any lhing othrr than 1he Q.atr'l.n generally, Rnd or I,UMIII 
JY-rlicatlarly. Abfll Sa'ld Sa'd b. Malik ai-Khudrl, Zayd b. 
Thlbil, d'c .cribe nf Mu ...... mmRd, and AbO Hurayra have 
reb1ed such 1raditi0111.1 Many other Companions and man)· 
Tlbi'ta :UI' rl'ported 10 have dis.lilr."' and dill'oatraged lhe 
writinR or ,fi..Otll. In lhis connection have been menlioncd 
thenamesnr'AII, 'Abel Alllh b. Mas'Qd, 'Abd.AIIIh b. 'Abbill, 
'AbdAllah b. 'Umar, Ab6 MQia, Ibn Slrln, Qal;lb.lk, 'Ablcla, 
Ibrahim, Ibn al·Mat'lamar, ai•Auzl.'l, 'Aiqarila, 'Ubayd 
Alll.h b. 'Abd AllAh, ai·'Uyayna, and olhers.a 

Soml' or lht'SC (like 'Ali and Ibn 'Abba.) are, as we have 
already seen, alsn reported 10 have wriuen the I;IIIIIUII &Jid 
.--eel snme $141/ti and. boDkl. Some of them (like 
Dabblk, lb:rJ.hlm a11d 'Alqama) are .. id 1o have objecll'd to 
•he writina; of the l;ltiiiUII in the rorm or a book, batt not 111 
makin11 such nOies ol'it.,. mi&hl serve u hl'lp 10 lhl' memor,:. 
Some (like 'Abd AIIJ.h b. Mu'Qd and Ibn Slrln) are said 10 
ha\'C been ..,ainst I he wrilinR oll;ltltlitll in any rorm. • 

l11e Muslim doc1or1 have 1ried to explain 1his apparent 
conlradiclion bclween thac A6tJdiU. in variou1 wa)'l. Ibn 
QJ&tayba in his Tl'lldl M11A:IIIIIIif ai-I;IIIIIUII .. ,.. lhat eilhc!r lhe 
prohibi1ive AtUIIII bclonRed 111 an earlier period in lhe lire 
of Mul;aammad and are c:ano:elled by the later p!Tmillive ones 
or tile prohibilicon w• mean1 only lOr such Companions as 
were not well !rained in the art or writillf, and lhat sueb or 
them u could be relied upon to writ~~: correctly were all-cd 

(1, SAD,<:••••-'..S.'•-·""I.i,p.ll2io. 

til) MAlt. io, 403: ni, 13: '"· LIJ]; lib, pp. 6-llr.: SM,.t. ~. '· +-t-. 
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•• 
10 writo: the l;ltulillo alto. ai-Nawawl in hil Commenlal'y 
on the .s.blb of Mudim hu offered 110me otbcr eaplanationa. 
Goldziher hnlda that the whole controvcny wilh rqud 10 
the perm-.ibllty or writins d-n AIIUIIIr aJ"OH lon1 after the 
death of Mul;uammad.' 

We know, however, that thGU~h the art ol' writi"' wa 
introduecd into Arabia tome time carlift' tt..n the birth or 
Mul;lammad, and Arabic pr011c worb were not mtirely u ... 
known to the Arabi bd'orc him,• atill neither the art of'writinr 
nor the Arabic prose works had been popular in the peni.uula 
before the advent or blam. Beto.rc hlam, in the whole of 
Mecca (the ma.t advanced town in Arabta) only aevmteen 
penon~ knew how to write.• In M'adlnah where the influence 
or the jew~ (who arc Aid to be the te~Khen of the Araba in 
this art) had been conliderablc, the numbeT or the Arabll who 
CCMIId wrile wu lea than a dozen, only nioc bei~~g mallicmed 
by Ibn Sa'd in bU. Tdllf41. • He al10 aap 1hat writina; wu 
rue in Arabia bef'o:rc blam,and that it wu con~idcrcd a anat 
dUtinction amons the Arabs to lr.RC>W it. Hence tuc:h of them 
u combined the lr.nowledse of the art of writins, awimmins 
and archery were known u trl·i•~nil, the pc:rfn:t.1 It i:a abo 
llatcd that Dhu' ai-Rumma, the lut Nukhadram poet of 
Arabia, c:oncealcd. h.ilknowlcdsc: or thi• art on account of the 
fear of the public opinion agai.,.t it.• "The Beduin", la)'ll 

Goldziher, ''dcspi.et reading and writins cYen eo-day". • 
-~~~--~-
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•• 
The Prophel did a pod deal towardl making lhia arl 

popular among lbe Arabi. h cannol be without hi• ell'orta 
1hat IUCh Muslims p came under hi1 inftuence 11.1 an early 
age (c.J. 'All, 'Abel Alllh b. 'Amr b. aJ.'A, and 'Abel Alll.h b. 
'Ab~) lt-amt lbe arl or writing. He ulr.m 'Abel Alll.h b. 
S..'ld b. ai-•A,t, lhc Mecc:an, lo leach lhe arl of writing 10 lhc 
people of Madtnah.' He ordered ShiB', 1hc daushter of 
'Abel Alllh, 10 teach this art to l;lafp., one of hi1 wiYe$,• He 
dn:lared. al'ler the baule oi'Badr that each oncof1hoac: pri10nc:n 
of war, whn wue loo poor 10 ~y 1hc required raniiOJR and who 
knew 1he art of writing «>uld pin liberly by tcachinc tbc art 
ofwrit.ingto Muslim bop.• It wu from ono: of these pritonen 
ofwu 1ha1 Zayd b. Thlbil, the trUited acribc of the Q.ur'an, 
bad learnt this art. • It ~ld not have been wilhoul lhe 
&ugc~lion of Mul;aamm~~d, however, 1ha1 'Ubllda b. al-$amil 
&aUJhl 1hc Q.ur'ln and also 1he arl ol'writins lo some or the 
A$6d6 ai.,.Ut1 one of whom preacntcd loim with a bow.• 

lndirretly abo Mul)ammad played 11n important part bo 
making the art of writinr popular amonr the Ara.,-vi•. 
by atablishinr amon1 thrm a 1tate which arceuitatcd the 
writinr of treaties with the variou1 tribrs, lrnrrs to the variouS 
chidi:, ordrn 10 the ltate ofticiab, and laws for conductins the 
affiain of thr atale. Even so, hil immediate 1uc:c-rs made 
the lmowledrc ofwritins compullory in tloc ~eboolt atablishcd 
by them. 

Mul;aammad, 1hcrefore, c:1n1101 be laid 10 have had an 
'avrnicm 10 the lrribca' (Sprnoaer). His sayinp probibitiJ18 
thr writinr or 1:/.JIIA in pas-ticular, or or any 1hill1 other 1han 
thr Qlar'An in rcnrral, which arr wrakrr and rewer than 1he 
pcrmi.llive .46.WU.t, muat have been based eithrr rm1he renerally 
ullf'avour~ble public ~~~io~~~ai~~~ _i~- ~abia at 1he 

(I) tJGio,"'AbdAU.Ihb.S..'klb • .J.'.l.r.t". 
(2) Jlln,p.472, 
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~inni~s ofhial~fc u a prophel, or an the ~bilicy of their 
be1n1 m•acd upwothlheQ.ur'llnabouuhcpurity ol'whichhewu 
.0 ICI'Upulout. A.. M>OR U he f'ound that thCIC diDJen wen: 
aver, he prrmiuo:d that /;ltllliiA lllld thinp oaher 1h.., the 
Q.ur'ln mi11ht be wrium. The date of one of the A~UIIII 
in the 1416' •l·B11illbl-i.c. the permi.UOn 10 write an oralian 
for AbO ShAh In the ymar o( lhc conqucn of Me-c:ca-faYOun 
1hc view thai lhc permi•M ... ,,/Ill• arc la1er in dale lhan the 
prohibitive ana, and th.,rciOrc can«l ahnn. The dictation 
of certain laWI already rd'crrl'd Ia suppor11 1hi1 theory. The 
attitude of 'Um11r I toward• 1hc colle-c:lion of AbU.Itll ai10W1o 
thai lhc probibilivc aaylnp of Mubammad were not in force 
at 1ha1 time. II ia rcporaed that 'Umar had thouJht of collect­
ins ~Uilll. It ia cxlfemely unlikely lhat in apite of 1hc 
pn~hibition by Mul;lammad he could have considered the 
mancr acrioualy Cor • whole moath, that all the Companions 
llbould have adviaed him in Cavour of collectiq tbe AbUitA, 
aad that in l(ivinc hio own decilioa (conlrary 10 their unani· 
mou• advice) he bimKIC should have come forward with hill 
rear or the nesli1cacc of the Q.ur'An-in~tcad of quotiq the 
~yinp oCMu)Joamraad in Cavour oCbil dccili011. 

Sueh European 01'ill!lltDiilu abo .. have made a critio;~~l 
study or the oubjcct hold thai IODIII' Jf61dUA wCTC wriuca down 
during lite very liCe-lime oC the Prophet. Dr. A. SprCDger, 
who riahtly claims 10 have bern I he fintiO oubmilthc -aurcll!l 
of the lire of Mubammad 10 a criticlll enquiry, oays :-

"It illll!nerally believed lhatthe 1radi1iono were prcscrved 
durina; the lint cc:atury of 1hc Hijra 110lely by memofY· 
European Kholan uwler 1he CrTOIICOIII imprcuion that ....,ftl!a., ('I have bem ird'ormed by') il tbc tnm by which the 
traditio. are uaually Introduced, arc of opinion thai none of 
me uaditi- contaiaed in 1he collection of al-Bulr.hlrl had 
bcca wrlltca dowD before bla1." ''TbU", be continua, 
"appcan to be an error. Itm 'Amr a11d other Compaaionl 
of Mul!ama:tad connnilled hill uylnp 10 writins, and, their 
example wu Collowed by many or the Tai' =,.:..:"·c.' __ _ 
II) JAJB,~I.lii&Y,p.S0'· 



.. 
The same laborioua aru:l lo;oamftl. oricnlalial (in bi1 innruc• 

live: arlic:lc on "The Origin and pTOBI'81- of wri1ing down 
hillloric:al rac:b"),l while discuuina: lbc pi'OII and COlli of the 
problem, says :-

"There were Devt'Mhcleu aoroe mt'n even among the 
theoloriaru and tradicioniau wllo rrom the earliest time wrote 
down chc information which they wished to preserve. The 
~~~~XI impartaul amonr these are 'Abel AllAh b. 'Amr, Anu b. 
Mllilr. and Ibn ai-'Abbla, whowcrcCompanicnu of lhe Prophet 
and prlllKn'Cd lllOft' recorda of him chan any one cbc. The 
AbUliA rclall'd by 'Abd Alll.h and Ibn ai-'Abbll were 
preserved by their ramilies in wriliiiJ". 

Janaz Goldaiho::r S8)"S :-"The choice of the word Mm 
ror the ccxl oh l;ltnlll/1 at opposed to lsdd (tlac chain ofauchori• 
lin) can also ~nve u a proor or the rabity of the ...umplion 
thai accordillf 10 the opinion of the MIDiim~, oripnally lhc 
writing ofchc /lllllitA wu prohibiced, and it had b«n rftluc:ed 
10 oral traditions OJIIy. It may be qsumrcl chat the writiDJ 
of the /JM/illt wu a very old method of its preservation. The 
aversion 10 writ.inathem i•the rnult ofideu which came into 
bein& at later time~. Such of them (d1e A6'Wtlt) u are ,.;d 
to have been prcsaved in writin1 already in the fint century 
may be thought to co01t.itute the olde11t in1rcdie.at uf the 
IJMitlt n:uueriab. There il nolhin1 qllinll the asaumption 
that the Companion~ and their 1tudenu wanted 10 1uard the 
1ayinp and the dec:ren of Mul;lammad, agai011 CorBetruln­
by writing them down. H-, the11, io a society in whleh 
the wile 1Ayinp of ordinary mea were preterved in writiaf, 
the prac:noation of the •oyinp or the Prophet would be ldl 
to the mere ehaoce oforaltraclit.ion I Very many CompaoioDI 
carried their wrJ•s with lbemsclvcs, alld out of them they 
ccmveycd their ~eae:binp and culture 10 their •tudents. The 
contenD of thete NV111 were c:alled Al•trl 111-JJflllltll."• 
Aaother pa~~a~e in the ..me book rea& :-"Such reporu 
llhow, thai 1he Al6.16 td-IJ.U.II do 1101 reject the thCOI')' tbal 

(I) JAS.,'-,•01· 
t:Z) Mlk.YOI.ll,pp.l-9. 
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lhe uyinp or 1he Prophel were wriuen down in 1he c-arlial 
limn. In face we have been able lo obK-rvc a •crin or llale· 
menll on 1hc n:iaccnce of Tradilion-$atif•~ of 10me or 1he 
Companionl".1 The eondution arrived •• by GoJdziher in 
lhao:- ~ge.~ il inconUovcrlible. lkat hia 1heory lhat 1hc 
whole controveny aboul lhc pcl'mislibilily or 1hc wrid"' 
down or .Q!Uilll arote IoRI all:cr the death of Mubammadl 
U unwaJTantcd and illdd"cnlible. h ill bucd oil hU -ump­
lion that the controversy &I'DH' u • result of 10tne ideu 
which came inlo bcins al later times. But •uc b "ideu' 
have not been de~?ed by him. __ -------

11, MSI.ii.I'JS. 



CHAPTER Ill 

l;fAOITH AFTER THE DEATH OF THE COMPANIONS 

"Moy God bfru Aim who luordfunn 111 t1 si!fing, 
ontlprunrnlit (ill Aismnnory) so tAdt/u mitlll 
rdrry il to otllns;fo• wti{J, "'"".:1 opnsotl ttrTTiu 
l<lrowfdgetoomallmortlta,..,tllhdllhimstlf, 
a lid "'"".:1 of tluut wAco ttrTTittl A7towlrtlge horte 1101 

orslmilalttl itlllrmstilltJ". 
(o/-Tirmidlli)' 

TH£ FOI.LOWitiU (oi·T4bi'lllr) 

Many a timc MutJ,ammad had cxpreued a desirc !hat hio 
/:{oditll should be wcll cultivated and widrly opread. His 
wi1h, as we havc Ken, had been carried ou1 by his raithrul 
and dcvo1ed Companions. 

Afier the death or Mubammad and the establithment 
or the vut Islamic empire, the Companions 1cUicd down in 
diffrrcnl towns in the various provinCCI. In these toWru 
they were ourroundo:d by a large number or 1ueh Muliima 
u had notocen Mul;lammad, and were c11gcr to hear the rcport1 
or hio word• and dccdl rrom the liJn or those who had livcd 
and 111$0Ciatcd with him. Abol DardJ.' at Damascu1, Abo 
ldrll 111 £mesa, l;l:udhayra at Kara, Anu at Ba,ra, jlbir b. 
'Abd Alllh and 'A'ishah and othcn at Madlnah, and other 
Companionl at othcr important !Owns, had round about them 
largc cirdo:s or eagcr discipla who not only learnt from thtm 
thc /:{..dWr or thcir m:uu:r, but also ao:-quirccl from thtm the 
1pirit or aearch ror Traditioru and lOr their o:-arcful cultivation 
a.ad prearvation. 

Abol DardJ.,' had IIUCh a Ia~ crowd or diseipln round 
about him uareroundin thetraibor thc lr.inp.1 Mu'lclh b. 
ja~ tosethtr with 32 othcr Companioru rclatcd /:{Gtlitlr to 
(i)J-T .. ;;,90 
('2) TdH,-I.i,p.H 



I;IAOITII LIT&IloUUil& " lbeir dilc:iplcs al E-.• UudhayC. delivered lectures on 
U•dltlr to a band of eager di~eipln in a morque al KGI'a.. 1 

UINI.yy b. Ka'b wu one of I be many Companion& wbo 1augh1 
l;,lllllltll 10 their 11udenu in lbe IIIOIIqUe at Madlnah.• 

Tile early Muolirns appear to have been cxlremely ea1er 
to he11r 1hc reporlll oF Mubammad'1 l;lmHIIr From the lipt of 
hil Companiono. h i1rela1ed 1hatoucb alarae crowd of them 
coJiccted round a C".ompanion when be rela1ed l;ltll/flll that he 
wu compelled to aet on to the roof .. r a laou1e in cwder to 
continue hill addrea.1 AbO l;jlantra,theFounderoflhe Hanafile 
111:hool or Mubammadan Law, rcpo:ru 1ha1 when he went to 
Mecca with his Fa1bcr in order to ~rForm the pilgrimaac, loc 
oaw there a htra:c crowd lincnin1 with areat allenlio:oJ~ to a 
<Am)Nonion who l'll:lated to them the A6Ullll af Mulflammad.1 

The~e cqer dilc:ipln or1he Companionlarc known &lllotll 

the 1rac:litionisu by the honourable tide or 111-Tni'•"• i.e. 
the Followen. They arc divided into .cveral claacs.accwdina: 
10 the order or 1he Companion~ From whom they kamt and 
rcpor1cd trac:litioru. al·l:llkim baR cl-ilied them into 15 
clf!Uft or which he hu nplicily mcnlioned only 4.1 Ibn Sa'd 
in hi• T•6qll hu duoi&ed them in1o nine cl-n. But 
1hc majDI"ity oFrhclatcr writcnon Ar•l' ai-Rijll have clotairacd 
!hem into 1hree el.- only :-

1. the" dilcipln or ouch Compauio1111 .. acccp1ed 
Islam beFore the conqunt of Mecca; 

2. 1he dilc:iples of auch Companion~ .. embraced 
hlam after the conquest or Mecca; and 

5. 1hc dilcipln or ouch Conlpanion• .. wtTC not 

Fully~-~~~~~~c oFM~~~~~~r_a:aad'• ~ealh. 
~~~~) ~MAH=-, -~~-~ •• = •. WB. 

(2) TJ5,-I.Iii,jN.U2,p.23. 
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l:fADIIM UTI!.~Aru~r; 

Of the Tlbi"ln, the earlint to die is aaid to be Zayd b. 
Ma'mar b. Zayd who Wall killl"d in nn.,. of the Penian wan 
in the 30th yrar of the hlamie era. The one who was the 
laAt to die iosaid to be Khalfb. Khallfa who died in 180 A.H. 1 

The Tdbi'lin, th.,refor<', may be ~aid to have prncrved and 
propagated /!t>JitA for more than a emtury-at first in ILI&Oeia­
tion with the Companions; and when the la11cr had paacd 
away, with th., help of their own discipln. The disciple!~ of 
the Tdbi'1111 arc called Atbl' al-Tdbi"i,. (the followers of the 
followers). Som" of tho:te Athd lived till about thr <'nd of 
the fint qunter of thr third century A.H.,1 before the end of 
which were compiled almou all thr important worb in the 
/:111tlitlr literalure. Thr Tlhi'il'l, hown"rr, who after 1h.,. death 
of th" Companions were taken as authority on /:ltltiitA, lrans­
mined 1hcir knowledge to thrir own disciple, "·ho in turn 
paaord it on to lbc next gcneralion . 

. Tll£ l"RAl>ITIONmT$' DEVOTION TO I;IADITJt 

All thne various gen<:rations of the Traditionoilu. dill­
played man.-ellous activity in 1he punuit of l;ltltiitlr. Their 
love for thr aubj.,ct had been profound. Their enthusiafm 
for it knew no bouncb. Tht:ir capacity to aull'er for the lake 
of it had no limit. The rich 111mong them sacrificed richn 
at its altlilr; and the poor among them drvoted their livn to 
it in tpite of their powrty. 

Wr h111v" alr.,ady srrn how d .. votedly the Companions 
had ..,rved the cauor of Ht~dlllr. In th.,ir zeal for ill propagation 
they had aone 10 far ao wa1 likrly to eaUH thr negligrnce of 
tht: Qpr'.ln ii.M:If, and 'Umar I had to atop them from it.· 
After the drath of the Companion.&, however, the Followcn 
and their diaciplc:~~ propagated l;laJitll with unabat"<< vigol.ll". 
ai-Zuhrl (d. 124/741) spent mont:y like water for the aake of 
it. • He had bern 110 bw.y wit.h worb on /!adltlr that hi1 wife 
(i)- FM~. 3-.97:------~----~ 
(2) JtK. 
(S) T18,W>I. "•P· 140 
(4) TdH,W>I.o,p.97. 
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preferred hil having three more wiva 10 hU. love for- baob.• 
R.abl'a (d. 136/7,3) in his ae;arch for /IHIIA ·~• all be 
pOIICIIed, and at lhc end had 10 11c:ll the be-am• of the roof ol 
hi. hauae and to live on the roucn data whieh wo::rc thrown 
away by the people of Madlnah.• Ibn ai-Mublrat •pent 
40,000coinain•carchofUUII.t.1 Ya-.yab. Ma'la (d. 233{847) 
1pent on /IHfiA 150,000 •ilver coin1 which he bad inherited 
from hD father, and at the end he did not,....,. even a pair 
af1hoa to put on.t 'All b. 'Atim spent 100,000 ailvcr coiaa;• 
ai-Dhahabl spent ISO..OOO coins;• Ibn lluuam, 300,000;~and 
Hilhlm b. 'Ubayd Allllh (d. 221/835), 700,000 lilver coh .. • 
in ~earch of t.ltltllllt. Khalfb Baahdadl aavc away 200 aold 
eoina to those who devoled their lives to /Jftft11.• Many othfto 
in11ancn of thia type can cuily be cathcred &0111 the boob 
on As111l' •1-/Ujll. 

Such of1hc TraditionUtt. however, u wuc nol born with 
silver 1poon11 in their mouths did not a:ive up their llady of the 
1ubjcct in dapair. On the contrary, they carried on tllei:r 
pursuit of it with inexh•u•tible energy qd l"etnlll'bble 
.. iduity. Ibn Abl Dhi'b (d. 159/175) in his thirst rol" know­
lep: had lo r ... 101" d•ys ;and nighU continUOlllly on HCOI.IIIt 
or hil poveny. 11 AbO l:lllllhn.ai·Rial, intpitcofhispoveny, 
1tayed at B.atr• ror foul"t"D yean in ordel" to leam /JIIIIlllr. 
Duriq this period once he had 10 Mil even his cloth~:S in ordtr 
to get hi•livelihood.11 ai·Shlfi'l, the JOunderof"oncofthe 

tt) WA,No.514. 
(2) JBI,I,97. 

CS) MUd,i,U. 

t4) TA,pp.629-30. 

(5) Tdll,i,290. 

(6) TA,p.l74. 

{7) TdH,i,SSS.. 

(8) M.Ud,i,l7. 

t9) 16W. 

(10) TdH,I,l72. 

til) 0~~·.::6/1'" 
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schook ofhlamic: law, wrote the QMillr whic:h he had learnt, 
on pieces of bones (which he kept in a baJ), because in hil 
nudent life he w .. too pool" to buy paper . 1 al-Bulr.hbl, the 
famoua traditionin, lived on crau and herb lOr three da)'S 
during his travels in ~earch l"or /;IIIIUA. 1 AI a maucr of fact, 
it seo:ms thtu mo&l of the Traditionins had bftn poor, becausc 
many important authorilia on 1,1(1(/Uir hold that poverty and 
readinea 10 suR'er arc indispcnt.ablc: for knowledsc.1 

The number of the Jcclr.cn of /;ltullfll who ftourished during 
the various periods of ita hilltory had been lqion. Among 
the Companions AbO Hurayra alone it said 10 have related 
traditions to more than 800 suadenu. At KM'a alcmc when 
Ibn Sb"ln visited that town, there li~ 4000studeratsof1;11Miftfl. • 
At Madlnah with AbO Zinld {d. IS2 A.H.) alonc associated 
300 studenll of /;1Nit11; 1 and latc:r on, the doorofMIIik b. Anu 
became a rcndeavoua lOr a crowd of them who 10-timts~ 
even quarrdled •1110111 thanRIYet for a Hat near the lmlm 
al hit lecture~.• The dillcouns or 'All b. •A!Jim on QAdUA 
were atlended by more: than 30,000studenu;' thoHofSulay min 
b. l;larb. by 40,000;• thote of •A,im b. 'All, by 120,000;• 
those orYazldb. HArQn,by70,000;U and those or Aba MU1Km 
Kajj1,11 by an irrunenscly larae number of 1tudmts of whom 
only those who used ink-poll lOr takin1 down nota were l"ouad 
1o uc«d 40,000.•• 

(t) JBI,i,98. 

(2) MFB,SG&. 

(S) JBI,i,97.Y. 

(t) TR,27~. 

(~) TA,719. 

(6) IaiJ.5S4. 

(7) TdH,i,290. 
(&) TB,ix,:JS, 

(!I) TH,~,71. 

(10) TciH,i,HI. 

(II).Tif,ix,IOO;TdT,ii,II6;T .. Yi,lft. 

(12) A -•• noa,lorlty oS the otudmu or~ _.~one.~ hen_, han 
.......... s. ........... As ........ tlwrepJar-.thalr·--



.. 
The anendance oF such an incredibly large number of 

lludents at ledara on /;ltldltlt may be explained in the li1h1 
of ..,me of the mcthodl oF u:ac:hinr l:fHOir which will be da­
cribl"d later. The be.t One or these mcthoda, which is callltd s.,,. (Hcuinc), inc:lude~~ /,/1' (Dictation). It «ohliltl in 
the recitalion of l;ltlflitlt by the 1cachcr to his st~:~denu. In 
order to do thU:, the tcachu must purify bia mind From all 
worldly lhouchu, dreu de.nly and propo:dy, and appoiat 
some acholan w"ll vened in l;lmlllll to lr.Hp onl.cr amon1 
the students and to rquoducc hU r«itation. to such ltudenta 
.. mi11ht be unable to Follow the lecture becoUJc ohinin1 at a 
distance From him. The lcctunr 11hovld stand up at 
an elevated place. He 1hould rceiu: every -rd or each 
tradition di:ninctly, loudly and slowly Rl that thc students 
might be able 10 write it down. The variold rcproduc~rn 
should repeat cxacdy, diuincdy, tlowly and loudly the '1\-orcb 
ot the lecturer to the lludenu near about each one or th,m. 
Their numbcT ahould be in accordance with the number 
or lhc 11udenu autndins the lectures. In the case or the 
lcc:turet delivered by Aba MU1Iim al Ka.ijlat Basbdad, there 
ware apPOinted by him seven reproducen. At the nHI. or the 
lecture, the place occupied by the nudenu who ancnded 
the lecture wu measured, !he lnk-pou used by thnn and len by 
them in the fidel were counted, and aner carrrul calwlati(D 
lhe numbcT of the 11udenu who wrote down the QIIHIIIII wu 
lb.ed at 40,000. 1 

The number or 1uch tradidonil.u u had attained mutery 
of the 1ubject and were taktsl u auahorities oa it wu also 

oa•IOtn.:uurallyb•vcbea•linoltcd. F .. r iodlan...,,tloen,.nober(I,OOO) 
aru .. dcnu who aoteouled the .ehoal ~ ~ r .... nd~ by AWl 'All 
•I·H-ynl (ol. 900. A. H.) 11 NUt .. pur;. remukable r..ran .,,...,,lacd 
._,,,........, See Bh•, ''Madraoa'"• J. Fedcnen. PI'· 300-910. h 
kabo•raled ln IIW artO.Ie(p. 309) IIIII "the -./41" botrud"ced 
aniD__..,.lnlcotheret.tionoiUpollracluto- leo olltde111, whe.-. I 

dc&a.i~e """'""'' .,r.a...SU.u ( .. a nate,_,., - alloued·to • 
part....,t.rocacl...-". 
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quite large. At Madlnah alone when I mllm Mlilik Went 
tb~e to study /.lt~.rlilh, there lived 70 1uch traditioni.ots u had 
associated with the Companions and had learnt IJo.dlllt from 
them and from the Followers.• In Baghdad nlonc there lived 
800 sluuAA:h at the o:nd of the second o;c:ntury A.H. 

fDilOI:RV IN I;IADITII AND IT!I CMJSEI 

These and a large number of 1imi\ar irunrmcct which may 
easily be gathered from theworQonAsnui't~.f·Rijfilohgwhgw 
large a number of Muslims pursued the study of J:ftJJitlt in 
every period ofthehistoryoflslam. Butallofthemcould be 
neither equ:ally compcn•ut to take up this greatt111lr., nor could 
lh<"}' be cqua\ly 1rrious and canfulin pursuing it. During the 
period following the death of Mubammad many Companionl 
(q we have alrc;u:ly 1ccn) wrrc censur«< b)· their friends [tJr 
their carelessness and want uf insight into wh!U they rd11tcd 
from the Prophet. • Among the Follow en and their Successon, 
with the rit.e of the varioU!I parties and secu in hlam, the 
number of the careless and in/lincere students 11nd teachera 
of /:lldilf• greatly increucd. Some of them were earelea 
in tbe choice of their own tcachen; aome of them madeb<l•ut 
fUh mist.akcs in relating to their iludcnu wllat they had learnt 
for themsclva; and lome of them made wilful chansC$ 
in the text or in the ls11U of some Jj11didt, and forged othCI"I 
for the sake of pcnonal profit or party gain or cvm with the 
pioWI intention of calling people to the Path of God and to the 
dictate~ of Religion. 

Th.u originated 11nd gained currency among the Muslinw 
a large number of forged traditioru which ma)' be traced to 
one of the following foW" cllwc:~ offorgen :-

I. The Heretics and the enemies of blam who 
wanted to d ... uoy the ,Pmplieity and the purity 
of the faith. 

(I) TA,~32. 



I;IADITH LITI!.AATl!AI!. 

2. The PIU'IY le~~odeu and !he sectarian preachcn 
and the !«ken offavoun from the ruling chic&. 

3. The Story-teller• (ai·QJIU<h). 

4. The so-called pio,.,. tradilion;.ts who ei1hu 

;~~:;~;~~~g;id;ra:;i~i~!0•fo;• r~l:~~o~ ~:;~ 
.•· The Hcrclic• (.U·.(:tlluldiqt~) who ftourUhcd under 

var!OUI garbs during !he variowo period• of th" hi&tozy of 
Islam, call$"d havoc in th" /Jt~ditlt by lh.,,r wilful forg"'Y of 
1ho1.11ands of tradi1ions, and by propagating 1hem among 
the Mtulinu. "The Z/J11dtliqt~'', 1ay1 l;lammad b. Zayd, 
"have concoclcd 14,000 lraditioru in !he name of the Prophet 
of hlam",t To name only a few of them, I may mcmion 
'Abel lli·Karlm b. Abl al-'Auja, Bayyln b. Sam'ln and 
Mubammad b. Sa'ld, all of whom were put 10 the sword for 
!heir heroin, and the first of whom alone had forged 4000 
ll'aditions in lhc name of th" Prophet of blam.• AnolhO"r 
tzeretic who had been killed by '"" orcin of Hlrun al-Jlashld 
iuaid to have eoofcsscd !hat he h11d forged 1000 Afidditll.• 

2. The Herclics, however, could nol do much dam11gt 
to !he Traditions of hlam. Th~ wen well known al 11nti· 
blamic. Their ua.temcnl• could nor be accepted by the 
M1.11lim world. The real d~tngcr to /:lilltlitll was causcd by 
lhc Muslim friends abcrnsclve. The vario\IS party l.,.den., 
1he numerous scctati11n pre11.chcn, and 1he o«kcn of fa~'O\Ifl 
from the calipM and their chic&, proved mQrc dnngcrouo 
10 the genuinenns and purily of AbUitlt than the declared 
Herctia. Thnc MW11irns, with !heir avowed profcooion of 
the faith of hlam, could not be upccted to put into I he mouth 
of their own Prophet what they 1hcmnlvn had forged. But 
immediate penonal gain or e\·en the vain hope of it, hu ofien 

(1) 'n\,101 

{~) f6z,J. 

(·) MUd,!,286. 
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proved. to be a greater force tlaan truth and rflbteou~ncu, 
and the love ofpa11y and aec:t hu one'~~ bftn more pawe1ful 
thim th.;at or hish principles. Some of tile party lcadcu and 
1ec:tarian rhidio in the hiatory of lllam abo failed to rile aboYc 
pcnonal and p11rty conllideraliOIUI. They did nul hnitaiC: 
10 ucribe ro tladr Prophet a saying tbat miaht serve their 
immediate object. al-Muhallob (d. 83./702), the srcal advcr· 
!IAr,· of the KhaWilrij, confc:acd that he had forged traditiam 
apinatthcm.' 'A'wlna b. al·.\laluam (d. 158/774) and othcn 
who bcklqed to the Umayyad ~rl)' concocted tnditi<>fiS 
in 1hcir favour.• AbG ai•'Ayna Mu,ommad b. ai•Q.Otim 
forpd A/)UitA in favold' of the 'Alid party.• Mu\:lammad b. 
al·0sim al-Tllqlnl (d. 310/g22), an important member 
of the M~~rjl• aec:t, forged tuch ..U,Iiit" u aupportcd 1hc doc· 
trines ofh;,tcct. • Ghlylith b. lbrlhlm, a courtier ofai-Mahdl, 
made such intentional changcs in al;ldilll u might pJe .. e the 
ealiph.1 Muqllil b. Sulaymln (d. 150/767) e:w:preard to 
the ume caliph hi• readinca to ~coc:tiOr him 10me tradition• 
edifying 'Abba&, the forefather of the caliph.• Mu.l,ammad 
b. al-l;lutaytl al-Su.laml forced .tbUfrA in favour or the frflls.' 
Mubamm.cl b. al·l;l-n concocted traditions edifYinl 
•A'Uhah and in favour of the S:unlr.• At a matter of fact, mmt 
of the tradition~ edify inc certain individuab or tribe• or a parti­
cular province or dilluict or town, or slorifyinc a 1eet or a 
soctaria.n leader, (many cl which ore cited by Goldaihcr),• 
owe their orjpn 10101neofthae wilful forsen,nd uc declarrd 
by eminent authorities em IJtuiUII to be mere concoctiollll.•• 
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3. The Q/<ltd.l (the nory-tcllen). Though much humblo:-r 
in position than the lc:;~.den ofparti"" or oc:cu, lhne were not 
les~ dangerous than the lalltr for the traditions ofhlam. Their 
main bu•in""" at lint wutor .. lalemnral uorinaft.erthemor· 
ning and the evening prayen in ordt"t lo exh01 t 1he peeple 1o 
do good d«cco. Thrirorigin maybetraetdback to the lime of 
'Umar b. ai-KhaUJ.b who is said to have permined for the 
finn time ai-Tamlm al-Dllri (whom ai-Damlrl' c:~n1idenlohave 
been the lint ltory-tell<"r in hlam) or 'lJbayd b. 'lJmayr 
{-whom Ibn Sa'd1 comiders to h.;o.vc been 1he lintstory•tcllcr) 
to rclatemora.lstofiestopeople. Mu'A"'lyah,' thcfounderoflhe 
Umayyad dynasty, save them the title of 'the common story­
tellers' -i.e. u oppoud to 'the special story·tcllen' who 
were appointed by Mu'Awiyah himself in order to counuTact 
the prop~iffanda of bil opponenu against him. t 

The:oe atory-tellers, among whom ma.y be included the 
common street preachers who held no official position, had 
to deal with the credulous common people, who appreciated 
amusing stories and fabl.,. more than the hard f;~.cu, 
dry laws, and gt"nuine tradition~. They soon grew in number, 
spread in Mesopotamia and Central Asia, and ;odapted them· 
aelva to their audience, who were attracted more by their 
amwing atorin than by the learned discounft of the scholars. 
At an early period in the history of hlam,• they degradrd their 
poaition to that of fable·mongen, wh011e main objecl wal to 
pleue the public and to aqueeze gold and ailver coins OUI 

of their poc:kc13. In ordu to aain this object, 1hcy inv.,..tnl 
thOUPndt ohuch amu.ling fables u migh1 appeal to the com­
mon herd of people, attributed them to the Pr(>phc1, and related 
them 10 their audience. One of them related to his audicn(C 
on the authority of A~mad h. l:ho.nbal and Ya~ya b. Ma'ln 

(I) SceMSt,ii,l6tf. 
t2) TIS,v,3+. 
(l) MSt,li,l61·62. 

\4) KQ.,:Kl3-,.,.,fn. 

(S) 'Abd Alll" b. 'Abbao (d. U/687) h-.1 candcmned lh<"ID a• enc,..;.,o 
ofOod .• SB, "T~.r<, KUf', ...,1. ill, p. tOO. 
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1hat when one said "There is no god but God" {Lol JliJbaillol 
Allolb), there was cro:atrd b}· God for each l"tt"r (or word) 
uncred by him a bird with a bealr. made of gold and feat hen 
mad" of pearls. Then this •tory-teller related a long uory 
in continuation of the forged lrBdition. AI 1he end of his 
•crmon, he was told by Abmad and Yabya who were prnent 
on the occasion that they had n"ver related any tradition lo 
him. The slory-teller tried to silence hi• critics by making 
fun of them.• Another Q.<lu' related to an audience in a mosque 
numcrou• traditions on the authority of l;farlm b. l-layyAn 
(d. 16 A. H.); and when be wu challenged by lhe Iauer, 
he said that he was not the only l;larlm in the world. "A. 
a matter of fact" said the undaunted story·tdlu, "firteen 
persons by the name of l;larlm were present in this very 
mosque".~ Kuhhilm b. 'Amr al-'AttAbi once collected a 
crowd round hinudf in a mosque, and related to them with 
complete lnttlil a l;lodith saying that he who 10uched 1he tip 
of hill nose with his tongue might rest a.pured that he would 
never be sent to Hell. The audience showed their nadineu 
to aecept this forgery ;u a genuine tradition-by trying 10 
ascertain their fate through their sueecu in exprrimcnting 
with what they had heard.• 

The se\IUhncu of the Ql.n~ was so great that they not 
onl)· did not feel ashamed offorging traditions in the name of 
the Prophet for their own personal gain, but they also could 
have no love for one another. A proverb lay&: 'One "ory­
tdler doa nol love another'. • But sometimn in nrder 10 do 
mischief lo the people and to gain 1hcir own l'nd, two story· 
tellers would work together to forge traditiont. Thus, one 
of them 11ood up at one end of a street narrating uaditions 
on 1he merits of 'All, whercaa the o1her stood up at the other 
end of it~rchuing to his audience traditions exahing AbU 
Balr.r. They gained money from the Shl'ah M well as from 

(l) Ml,i,No. 140: MSo,ii, 160. 

(2) MSt, U, 16--l: KAtf, ,.;;, p. to 

(3) ''"-
(4) KAm. 



" the N~ibl• in thil way, and later on eq>tally divided it among 
1henuelvro.l 

Their activities were AD dangerous for the traditions of 
hlam as well as for the State itsdf that MAlik b. An as did not 
allow them to step into the mosquc ;u Ma<\i 11 ~],_1 Vl\rio""' 
traditionillts ccmurcd many of them, and in the year 279 they 
were stopped from their activitic• in Ba.w:hdad.~ 

-1. Th" IDQ:II dangerou1 dan of the fnr~~:r,. of naditiona 
conaiued of the oo-calletl pious ttaditionis\5 thromd.,.~s. Their 
love for the traditioJU of blam could not be doubted. Their 
sincerity of purpmc could 1101 be denied. Uut it is rightly 
said (by an eminent English wrilcr) :'Every one kill• the 
objccl of hill love'. ~bn 1 of !he piouo lraditionists uird­
unknowingly, of cnursr-tn kill !he Scicnoor of Tradition• 
by forging thnu~ands of tradition,, by a.cribing thnn to 
Mul;lammr.d, ami giving , ''' m curn:ncy among th" Muolims. 

Nub. b. Abi :\lar)·am, who had studic:d lheologicals.,ienc:es 
with thcolo~~:iam of ~eat repulation, wa~~ known as III·JtJmi' 
(1hc nnn uf comprehensive ocholarohip] on ac:rount of hi1 
vru.t ami varim l~arning. He ac:ted .., a judge at Merv 
.turing the reign of al·Man,or, th" 5econd Abbasid c:al.iph. 
lie related traditiom deseribing the virtues of the varioWI 
ehapten of the Q.ur'!n. But when he was pre.ucd for the 
au1horities from whom he l1ad rec:civcd thne lraditiom, he 
confess...:\ that he had forgm them for the sake of God and in 
order to attract people to His Book.' AbJ.n b. Abl 'Ayybh, 
who wuone of the mmt god\)" pc:noru of his time, wu oeverdr 
censured by Shu'ba b. al-l;lajj.il.j, and more than 1500 uaditiom 
ro:latrd by him on 1hr authority of Anu were dedared to havr 
no foundation.• Al;lma<.l b. Mul.tammad ai-BAhill (d. 275/888) 
wl\5 counted u onr of thr most pioul_!'_enon_• of h_i•_ ti'?'e; but 

(i")'yO:-;i;;i,\'1. 
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AbG Dl'Gd havinc looked inlo 400 IUdilif>n• \Ohirh were 
rclalcd by him, found that all nf tllrm wa·rc forged onn. 
Al;amad hirn~~clf confnaed tn laavl' !Orced 1radi1iwu in ordrr 
to make 1hc h.,arl• C'lf 1hr paJplc lcndrr and &Ofl• (l<rrflf •I· 
plD). Sulaymln b. 'Amr al-Nakha'l, gene-rally kno\Oo·ll b)· 
hill sumamc AbD DA'Illd, was a conlcmporary of Al;lmad b. 
~an bill, and hefaalcd in lllcday and offered prayrrsindu:nighl 
marc I han any of his conlcmpor.uie.. But he is cluoracu:ri11nl 
by the critics u a liar and &.racr of tradiliOJu.• \\'ahb b. 
l:lait wu scncrally recognised a1 a virtuou• MU8Iim. ltis 
uo;eticbm wa• ao acu1c thai for twmty yean hr did nul laUt 
to any one. Bu1 he did nol heQ1:;111c to Corac lradilions." 
Thnc and many 01hrr wcll-inlcntioncd and outwardly 
pioiD Muolin11-likc Maysara b. 'Abd Rabhihl 0 lhr 
Pcnian; Abmad b. l;l.rb (d. 234/848), lht' man of Piety;' 
'Ubld b. Kutha)·r• (d. IS0/767); 'Abd Alllh b, AyyOb1 

Hushaym b. Baahl:r' (104-183/722-799); Ziyild b. 
'Abd Alllh;' and the followt'n of l\r.lubammad b. Kirlm 
ai·SijistSnl" held that it was pC'rmiDiblc to forgt' traditions 
in ordt'r to auract people to I(OOCI deecb and to warn tht'm 
qainn the evil one'S. They f~ hundreds of tradition• 
and concocted thoWiillldll of /nUs, and con1idt'r"' their foi­
guies 10 bo: relig:iou• and pious and hoped for rt'ward from 
God for them. 

These impious heretics, and variuua worldly and pclly 
Musli- (i.e. the roc:a 011 well a:s thC' frit'nds ollllatn), fol'a4:d 
lbouo,.ndl of traditionl, and 1avc currency to them all ovc:r 
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I:IADITU l-IT£11ATUit£ " the Muolim world. Mul,amma<.l b. 'Ukllbha aod Mul,ammad 
b. Tamlm forged more than 10,000 traditions.• AbU Sa'ld 
b. Ja'far forged more than 300 tradition• in th<" name of AbU 
l;lanifa only.• AI;Jmad al-Q.ayol• concocted more than 3000 
tratlitiono. Abmad al·Marwazl• for~~:.-.1. mor.- than 10,000 
traditiono. l;lasan ai-Ba,ri• forged more than 1000 uaditiono. 
'Abd ai·'Adot b. Sul'lym~ furg.-d. about 200 traditinuo. AI, mad 
b. 'Abd Alll.h al-Jub:orJ• forged many thuusand uaditioJlll. 
'Abel ai-R:oi,Tm1 forg.-d. more than 500 traditions. Further, 
a large number of oth<"r for~~:rrs-like Ziyllid b. Ma)·mC.n,• 
Shurayk b.• 'Abd AIIMo, Taiba b. 'Amr,•o etc.~concoctcd 
thowoands of false AbadrtJr, some of .,._.hieh arc quoted in the 
scrmoiU and recit.-d. from tlu: pulpit• even to-day. 

THE HONUT AND CttiTICAI. TltADITtONin"l 

But there lived in evcrypcriodinthc historyof'/llllal·f;llldflll 
numerous !ruth-loving, God-fearing, honnt and scrupulouo 
traditionists who neither cared for penonalitiC!I and parlin, 
nor feared power and public opinion. Their wlc object 
in' life w;u 10 learn the true traditions of their prophet, 10 
prnerve thcir purity and genuinenC51, and to propagate tloem 
among the MUJiim~~. They punued it neither a.o a mallet of 
pleuure and putimc, nor for the sake of pecuniary gain or 
public fame, nor in order to inHucnce people and their thought. 
They followed it for iu own sake. To them 'knowledge' 

w~~~~n~~~~~ ~~~ith th~ u_S~n al-~~~~ 
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uys, the punuit or/:ltUiillr had become like a disc .. e which 
they could not help.• 

During the earl)· prriod or the history or Islam, when 
the Companions who had auoo;iated with Mul;aammad wne 
living, maol)" of them (as we have already IC'en)' had beC"n 
c:~~;u-emel)· Krupulous in relalina the araditiou, u well as 
in aeceptins th01e related by their rrie:nds. A111011g the 
Followers (ol-Ti16i 'l11), a larse number or whom flourished 
during lhe sco;ond hair of the rant and thC' fint hair or the se· 
eon :I cenlury or the Islamic: era, lbnAbl Layla(20-83),~im 
b. Mul;aammad,llajl.', b.l;layawa (d. 1121730), Mul;aammad 
b. Slrtn (3S.IIS[6SS-728, AbC! Zinld (d. 132/749), 
Yallya b. Sa 'ld (d. 143/ 760), and man)• othCTII had been 
ntremely honest and llrict wilh regard to the authorities 
rrom whom tho:y received the traditions of their prophet. 

Ibn Abl Layla used to say that one could not be cudited 
with the knowledge of J:IUltll uniCII he was able to rC"ject 
.omc or them and to accept othcn.• 0-im and Jlajl.' and 
Ibn Slrln had been serupuliHIIIy h011at about each word 
of the .fbUitll which they related,• and ahe Jut one ohhnn 
had declared that/:ltN/i/11 wu rC"Iigion, and had warned people 
to be caref"ul wiah rqard to thOIIc rrom whOID they received 
it.1 Tl.'lb. b. Ka)-sln or Yemen had advised the 11udena. 
or Ullliilh to learn it rrom pious pencms only,• and AbO al· 
•A.Iiya relata tbat whenever a 1eeker ror /:l<dilll we.;t to any 
tradhionist to learn it rrom him, he enquired at lint about 
1he piety (reliability) orhis-uld-bctC"achcr.' al-Zuhrl was 
or opinion 1hat the It•ill (chain or authorities) wu indilpcn. 
aablc Cor a J:ltMiilll,' AbO Zin~ llatq that when he wcmt 10 
,,, JBI, u--:-1-r...-:-· ------------­
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., 
Madlnah in order lO learn /;ldfllr, h., round there one lumdrcd 
tuch traditionis•• as wcro: corWderal reliable: in ordlnarr 
mancn, but unreliable as t~:ao:hcn or Q'H'llli-ap~rcntly 
bcc;ausc they did not rome up to the hia:h ttandard or honesty 
wh1ch wu cxpeetcd from 1hc u:achcn or nadition11, and 
therefOre the traditi0111 n:latcd by them "-"UC nat accrptcd 
by any one.• hml'll b. llnlhlm aays that only 1uch tradi­
liont are to be a«eptcd u arr roelatal by P"hOIII who wer~: 
11ric:t in oblcrving rc:liciouo dudn.• 

The 1pirit of •c:rupul.,... care witlo rqard to the choii:C' 
of the tcac:hen of l;la4itlr amon1 the Followrn Wall imbibed 
by their ltudenb and kept up by a larac numb"r of them 
throu1hout the period during which 1hcy Oouriohcd. AmDrlg 
lbem Ml.lilr. b. Anas (9:J-179/711-7n), ongoing10Madinab 
in 1carch or l;ltditA, found in the mosque .evcnty such tradi­
tionhu as had sathcrcd their knowlcdRc rram the Compa­
nions and the Followcn, but he acct!ptcd traditioM only &om 
suc:h of them u were trwt-rthy, and whenever he had any 
doubt with rqard to any part or a tradition, ht! 1aw- up thll 
whole of it as unreliable.• H., held that em., 1hould not 
ir.c:cept the Abld•"'A related by the licht·wiucd, nor those relat~ 
by penom who beld errODeulll view• and propagated thllm, 
nor thllle relat~ by people who told lie. ordiDarily (even 
if they wue not accu.o:d of it in connection with 81111itlo), •or 
thotc related by 1uch eminent, bonat, and piou. penoru as 
wer-e not convenanl with the •ubjec1-1n.aucr of the Abltlillo 
which they nlat~.• 

Many or the contemporarin of Mllilr. thared with him hill 
1crupuklu. care with rqard to thll authwitia from whom they 
nceivcd tbe traditions. Thall includ., Shu'ba b. al-tlajjlj 
(83-160/702-776), suryln ai-Thaurl (97-161/715-177), 
l;lammld b. Salama (d. 167}783), tllammld b. Zayd (98-
179/716-79,), 'Abd Alllh b. al-a.lubkak (121-181Jl38-797),_ 
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J."w;layl b. "JyAd. (d. 187/802), Ya~yn b. Sa'ld ni-Q.auAn 
r 120-198/7:J7-813\, and man,· orh.,n. 

Tb~ ca.r.,ful snutiny of rhos" who rdnu:d traditio"" wn.o 
continued with uuabarcd vigour b~· a Jarg" numb"' of the 
uud<"nt~ of /.lt~tiillr in rJ,., ourc.,cding grncrations of rhr 1radi· 
lioniu•. ai-Sh;lfi'i (156-20~/767-819), a studem of Mlllik, 
and the found"r of one of the importanl acloools of hlamic 
law, mado: 11 careful scrulin)" ofrhr ro:liabili1y of not only thnsr 
from whom h" hirmdf ro:c.,ivctl tradition, bu1 also of their 
nurhoritin.• H" r"jcc!"d the MllrJIIIs of cvo:n lll-Zuhrll. 1 

Yabya b. Mll"ln (l56-233/712·8-l7) did not include: any 
/.ldiHtlt in hiJ works unlcu it was supportnl. by 30 indepi'TidCnt 
chaiM ofauthoriry. 1 lbrll.lrlm b. Sa 'id dainu to have inc:ludo:d 
in h~ coll.,ctioru only ~uch AJj.Jdlllt as were: supporto:d by 100 
chaiM uf authoritic:t. • Abmad b. J,ianbal's care about th" 
authorities io well known. Ev"n on his dcath-bo:d he did not 
forg"t to qk hit son to urikc oft" ai;I/Jdlllt from his great Mtmrlld 
Mcau.e it w:u contrary to many more 'reliable traditioM.~ 
ai-Bukhlri's ~crupuloUI honeuy and e"actitude ar" gmernlly 
admitted. Mu.lim'1 acruriny of th" Rdwis U dearly •hown 
by hill iMtrUCiiYe introduction to hio grrat work. Abll DA'O.d 
al-Sijiull.nl (200..275/835-910), al-Tirmidhl (d. 279{892), 
al-Nas&'l (d. 302/914), Mubammad b. ja.rlr al-Tabarl {224· 
310A.H. ), 'Abd Alll.h b. Muhammad ai-Baghawl 214-317( 
829), and a large: numbc:r or other uaditionsiua, who lived in 
the varioUI period• o£ the hin<>Ty of /.llltlitlt, were aincere, 
honest and scrupulous in the pursuit and propa~~:ation of the 
•ubjo:ct. 

"fHI! Ctt.tnCJDI OF TH& RI!FOII.TEII.8 

These and otho:r sincere devolc:a of/.lt~ditlt wo:re not content 

~~ ~~o:~re•cruti"_~Oft!'e '-~~e-~ o~tr~i~~~but they 
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allo nio:d to make known to the whole hlamoe wnrld the 
chan.cter of thcintercsto:dforgen an<l of the incompetent and 
erroneoUI reporten (R•hvlJ). Dnrinlj: the early pctind of thr 
hi1>1ory of Islam wl"'n Companions were li•·ing, Ibn 'Umar 
(who was tnld that Ab1'1. Hurayra included thc field-dogs alw 
among thc e11c;eptionsto the dopcommando:d by the Prophet 
to hc killo:d) did nnt hesitate to point out th;u AbO. lhuayra 
had a penonal interest in th" matter, I And, thereforr, 
according to Gnld"iher, he forgo:d theM' worch. 8ot accordinl! 
to the Muolim traditionists. Ibn 'Umar meant lo accept Ab1'1. 
Hur.ayra's vu•ion, bccau& he had good reason to know thi• 
tradition better. Murra ai·Hamdll.nl r.d. 71/690), wantrd, 
how.,, . .,,, to kill al-l,l:!irith on account of hi• forgerirs. 
lbrl!ihlm al-Nakhn'l (d. 96{71+) informed hi5 pupil> of th<" 
doubtful character of al-(14rith, ami asked thr111 to krcp 
awa~· from Mughlra b. Sa'lcl and Ab1'1. 'Abd ni-Ral:tlm,2 
forth"}" were lian. Q;o.tli.da ld. 117/735) pnimcd nut to 
the studcnlll of l.lt~dilh th" faloc presumption• of Ah1'1. DJ.'O.d; 
the blind Ibn 'Aun• (d. 151/768), b"ing ask.-.! about a 
ljtJtli/h. rdatOO to him by i')hahr ,laid Sir.,.. on his unreliability 
SufyJn al-Thaurl, Shu'bn, :\U.Iik and Ibn 'L')""'"" 
in"struct"d people to make th<" characu·r of dor unrrliable 
reporten known to the public.• As a mattrr offart, numnous 
Companions and Follow"" had critkiocd variou~ repone,. 
of the tradi1ions; and Shu'bn and YaJ:>ya b. Sa'id, ""ho are 
generally said to be the fint critino ofthr f"p<>rlef'l, 1 had on!) 
made ~pecial elforl5 with regard to their critid5m.• Ibn 'Ad! 
(277-360/890-970), while d""cribint:" hill pred..-ct ... or.> iu th~ 
field of the eritidsm of the repurtrn of (/•tliflf, ha• mcn1ioncd 
1he names of Ibn 'Abb!llo, 'Ublida b. al·~.lmil and ,\nao among 
the Companions, and of ai·Sba'bl, Ibn Slrln ;md S""ld b. 
"1-Mwan ib amunfl: the Fulluwcn. H" al•o ••)·• th111 1h~ 

ill ZD!I.Il>, , . ., •. x:.ioi, p. ~9i. ·t:"""'""!: un<l -r""'"ll M-t- TabaqlL'", 
l.<>th; MSL, i1, ~'I 

(2) SM,I. 1:; 
t3) , •••• 1(, 
<•l llt/,1,13. 
(.0.) 'l"A, 316. 
\6) T11..262 .• ,,. 
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numba of the critia of Rijll in the early paiod wa.o o:ompan.­
tiye,\y small beeauae of the small numberof the weak report en, 
and linle chance of miltalr.n and foq~eries. When about 
the middle of the •ec<md eentur)·, the erronroUI reporten 
inere; .. ed in number, a Rroup of important trac.litionilts di•· 
eUMt:d tht: integrity and rt"\iabilit)' of the report<:n of traditions. 
These indudt:d ai·A'mash, Shu'ba, MAlik, Ma'mar, Hi.JhAm 
<li·Dastuwl'l, al-Auz.ll.'l, a\.Thaurl, Ibn ,.\.M.Ijishfin, l;b.mmll.d 
b. Salama, Layth b. Sa'd, and after them, HWihaym, Ibn al­
:..luhlrak, AbO Is~lq ai·Fidrl, ai·Mu'lR b. 'lmrl.n, Bi&hr b. 
al-Mufac;lo;lal, Ibn 'Uyana, Ibn 'Uiayya, Ibn Wahb and 
\\'akl'.' 

Thcoe honest traditinnist• were guided in their punuit 
of /J<Jdillt neither br the government and the party leaden, 
nor by the sectarian and penonal con.~iderations, but by the pure 
love ofll'enuine traditions. The Umayyadl and the Abbuid• 
made little difference to th..,m. Under the Abbasids a\w, 
who by thrir outw:~~rd show nf love for religion trird to '"eon­
die them, th" traditioniJts continued their ~!riel nl'Uitillit}' 
towarch thl' government and the various P"rti.,. llriving (<or 
powrr. Ofthethrec 'AbdAllAh's who may be con~itlt•r<"<lillo 
pillara of traditions, the Inn of 'Umar b, al-Kha!!.\h took no 
p:~~rt in civil strife, and rejected the •ugg.,.tiun nf ).hrwAn 
that h., should make a bid for the caliph:~~tr.: '.\bd AIH\h b. 
'Abhlls krpt strin neutrality in the fi~:ht ft•r the ~aliphatr 

bet,.·een Ibn ai-Zubayr and 'Abd al-:\Jalik.~ 'Ahd All.lh b. 
'.'\mr b. ai-·A~ wcnt up to the (icld of ~imn on account or 
th<" per•i.tence of his father, but took no part in the bnu\e 
between Mu'.lwira and 'All, and throughout lhe rest of his 
life he rrpented himself "vcn for having gone to the field.• 
Ab1l Ohar,• Mu~ammad b. Mwda.m.,,• Sa'ld b. ai-MU1ayyib,1 

(I) Q.""'l~d by aLj ... ilrl. TN, It~. 

t21 TIS,...,l.iv,(>Mt2,p.11t. 
tJ, VG ... iii, L'H 
l~l U.l, 234. 
t-"l "'TIS, •'0\. iv, part I, p. 161 
(6) /6ill,iii,2,p20. 
17) /6iJ,v,p~~.911ff. 
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AbO.ai-'XIiya,1 ai-Mu1arrif, 1 al-l:luan b. Y...,r,• ai-MurQq,• 
and many other Companions and Followers kc:ptotrict n"utra­
lity during th" civil otrif" bc:tw«n the: vario111 partin in the 
"arly histor)· of hlam. Some: of them preferTc:d prison and 
physical totl\1.-.: to giving 111pport to any party agai111t thc:ir 
own c:onviction. For example, Sa'ld b. ai-M111ayyib wu 
whipped by Ibn ai-Z11bayr, and wao p111 to tort11re by Hiohlm 
b. hmA'il who would have- him drdare alle~~:iancf! to 'Abel 
AllAh or to the son• of'Abd ai-Malik. Yabya b. Abl K 11tha}"t 
(d.· 129/746) was sc:vf!rdy torturc:d for cond.,mning 1he 
Umayya<h.1 'Ubayd Alllh b. RJ.fl w;u bc:atf!n by the: 
order of 'Amr b. Sa'ld.1 Mlllik was whippc:d by the ordn 
of ai-Man,llr, beca111f! oome of his decrea fJ<J/duC) did 
not tllit the lau.,r.' s .. ryAn ai-Tha11rl (97-161/715--177) 
was orderM by th" sam" caliph to be put In 
death.• 

The unpleuant and heated conversation• between Abnaf 
b. Qlays and Mu'lwiya,1 between ai·A'muh and 'Abd 
al-Malik,•~ b"tw.,en SAlim and S .. Jaymlnb.'Abcl ai-Malik,t< 
bitw""" Abll l:fl:r.im and the: sam" caliph,11 b<.tWef!n al-l:laaan 
ai-Ba,riand 'Urn...- b. H11ba)Ta,11 and b"tw«n ai-Au;zJ.'I 
and 'Abel AllAh b. 'All,'" clearly show the highl)" 
strained rclatimuhip between the: orthodox tradilionil.l.l 
and the Umayyad as well a. Abbalid rukn and authoritia. 

(I) TIS, vii, I, p. 82. 
(2) ,.; •• 103. 
(3) DU.vii,t,p. IJ9. 
t-t) t•u. ~•- P· u. 
(5) 16iJ, v. pp. !10, 9l. 9~-96. 
(6) TdH, i, II~. 

t?) KK.i,284. 
t8) WA,No.~l. 
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[I OJ WA, No. :JCH. 
(II) /.iJ,No>. 21fl. 
(121 r•oJ. N...,. 2SI, 218. 
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Unde~ the Abbasids abo many ttrupulous orthodox Mu.lim 
scholars (like AbU l;lanlfa,' Sufynn ai-Thaurl,• etc.) continued 
their anitudr of indiiTrrcnc" tnwardJ the caliphs and their 
government. Some of thoe schnlan- r.g. Abmad b. l;l11nbal,• 
Nu'aym b. l;lammAd,4 Yibuf b. Sa'ld,• AbU Mlllh'ir,• 11nd 
nthen-nf.ued toagrcr with the vicwsofthccaliph ai-Mll'mQn, 
and suffered imprisonm.,nt and hard punUhm.,nt. iU a m11t1er 
of fact, indifferencr towards the crud ruku was a definite 
principle with them.' Coruequenlly, we find that few nfthc 
compiler of the worklo on /;lddilh which arc ~>ccepted b~· th<' 
Muslim world as Unndard and authorit;ativr boob on the 
subject, and were compiled mainly under the Abbasido, had 
bt:c:n dthrr in the <"mployment of the caliphs or favou.-itn 
of their court. 

h i• du .. lo the ronlinuout, h:~rd l:~bour of !h...,. .. honO'!II 
:~nd •nupuloWJ lradili<>ni••• th:>t th., AAtitlill. of Mubammad 
lmvc been saved from Ull('r lnu, and lmve "omc down to us 
in thr present form. Doring the yery early pcri<>d in the 
hUtory of Islam when the Companions who had betm lhc only 
CUitodians of /:laditiJ had settled down in different towns, thcy 
undertO<:Jk long arduoua jnurncyt, mct them in thcir ne...:ly 
adopted homes, associated wi1h thcm ,.. long as necno,.ry, 
and col\cctcd toge1hcr the knowledge whido h:~d been scattered 
by the Companions throughout th(' VMI blamk empire. 

TRAve;u IN QUI'.ST 01' KNOWt..El>OI< ( Tradiliaf!S) 

Long travd• in ques1 or knowledge were recommcndcd 
by Mul)ammad hiiNcl( in many o( hU sayings which arc 
related by varioUll independent authoritia. Such traditione 

,1) WA, No. 77~. 

1'2) ·ro~H,i, tll3 rr. 
\9) TK, i,203·16, 

(4) TdH,ii,6/T. 

{5) •/tU. 161 If. 

t6) TH,vii,62. 

t7) JBI, i, 169·18G. -- .............. 
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are fuund in many important colle<:tiona of 1;/tu/Wt. Some 
uf the Cump .. niuru thenudves had undertak"'n long journeys 
either to J.,:r.rn a 1;/<JJ/!'tlo ur to refrnh their m"'mury of it. AbQ 
AyyQb travelled from Madinah to Egypt juu for the •ake of 
refrohing hi. mem'lry on a /;{lldith which hc:-tQgether with 
'Uqba b. '.~mir-had learnt from Mui}ammad hinudf.' j:Obir 
b. 'Abd All3h travelled for on" whole month in order to bur 
from the Iii" of 'Abd Allllh b. Unays only onr/;{adilh which 
jllbir had already learnt through another penon.• Anothrr 
Compl'lnion went from Mndinah to Dama.cus only for the 
purp<l'le of hearing from the lipo of Abil Dardll a.l:fadillt which 
he had alr.,ady recrived from him through on"' of hio friendo•. 

The prec.,pts of Mul)ammad and the .,,.ampl"' of hio 
Companion& otimulated th" Followen, and they •pared no 
pairu in their punuit of knowledge (/;ltui(U.). Th"')' travelled 
from place to place in order to gather tht knowledgt of as 
many A/)4dilh a.o po$11ibk and returned home like bea laden 
with honey to impart the predouutore th"')' had accumulated 
to the crowd of their tager dildpl.,. . 

. MakbOI (d. 112/730) travelled through Egypt, Syria, 
Me.opotamia, and the l;lijlz, and gathcrrd the knowledge 
of all the .Abtltlith which he could get from such Compa.nions 
a.o lived at thoe pia ca. 1 Ht usf!d to boast that for the sake 
of knowledgt ht had "travelled n>und the world".• 
Sha'bl {d. 104/722) said in reply to a quntion a.1 to how he had 
Jtathcrcd the knowledge nf such ;a large number of .JtJJUiiA: 
"By hard work, long travel• and great patimce".• HeWicd 
to say that if for the 1ake of only one word of wiaclom 
any one uavcllcd from one end of Syria to the other end or 
..J-Yamao, he (ai-Sha'bl) would not consi~~·~ ~~urn_"! 

(I) JBI, i, 93-!H. 

(2) /6i.J.3S. 

(1) lbi.J. 

(.f) TdH,i,%. 

(SJ TT',i••,No. l.f~. 

(6)'rdH,i,7~ 
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10 have been undertaken in '"ain1 al-MNrQq (d. 63/682) 
travelled 10 much for 1he aakc of f:ldltA lhat he wu known 
u AU •1-S..fu {lhc Tr~w.ller). Sa'ld b. :ai-Mwayyib 
(d. 94-/712) wed to cravo:l for day• and nithU in ordu to lrarn 
ali"'lcQUII/1. 1 

By and b)·, lollf joumr)'ll in qursl of lr.nowl..dge became 
a faahion, and from du~ middl" of I he seooncl crnlury af'ler the 
Hijra, lhe aeelr.crs for lftuliiA beaan to vie widr. onr anolhrr in 
undertalr.ins•uch journey.. "From 011e end of !11" Muslim 
world 10 the other, from Andah11ia 10 Ccnlral Nia", lil}'l 

Goldzihcr, "wandcrll'd the auiduo111, indefati&able Kt:ken 
of /:ltulitlr, and gathered tradiliona from every place in order 
1o rcla1c them 10 their linent'n. This w;q the only pm~ibJc 
method of collecting 1ogc1her in an authenlic form the ~1111 
which were tcaurrcd in the vari<n11 prnvincrs. The honOW'• 
able Iitie of ,., ....... , (lhe veal traveller) or •l·3•wwll (the 
great wanderer) is 1eldom •eel wi1h them in any other «"ate 

lhan what iiJenerally undenloocl by them. The tille T•-•f 
•1-.4tlllfM (the wanderer round lhe world) is no hypcrbolical 
de~iJna1ion for the travellen among whom 1here were some: 
111c:h penoas 1.1 c:ould bout to have travelled four lima 1hrough• 
OUI the Eut and the Wetl''. "They lnvellat thro11fhout 
thae counuie~'', add. Goldziher, "not for the take of 1ight· 
1eciq and gaining e..:p.,rience, but in Ol'dn to meet the tradi­
lionisa at tbae places, to hear tradition~~ from and to profit 
by euh ofdu:m--jUIIIike the bird thatlih on a Ueeonly to 
pic:kibleava".• 

TbEJe.eelten ofl;lllflillt galbned.lheir b-ledp from every 
sourc:c: of whic:h thc:y wc:re aware, and toak Crom c:ach 110urc:e 
all that they c:ould JC:I out of i1. Thia ia appal't!nt from 1he 
larce nunbc:r of teac:hen of anne of I hem, and Crom lhe lang 
time whic:h 10n1e of 1hem 1pen1 with 1011\e of their teachen. 
AbO b"lq ai·Sabl'l '(d. 126/74S), for nample, learnt l;lllflillt 

(I) .(81,1,95. 

i2) Tolll,i,461f. 

\ll MSI,ii,l77. 
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from 3Q0...400 teachen; 1 'Abel Alllh b. ai-Mublrak(d.IBI/797), 
from 1100;1 Malik b. An .. , from 900.• ... Hiahl.m b. 'Abel 
Allah learnt frmn 1700 teachen;' AbQ Nu'aym,from 700• or 
800; Ibn 'Asl.kir, (TOm 1300 traditionitb.l ai-Zuhrl bp1lhc 
company of Sa'kl b. ai•MUiayyib far 10 yean.• l;lamrnld 
b. Zayd 1pcn1 20 ycan in the comP-RY of AyyGb;' R.bl' 
b. Anu Wftll fr'"lucnlly 10 l;lasan a.,rt for the oamc pe,-iocl.• 
'Amr b. Zirlra Ulloc:iatC'd with Ibn 'Ulan·• for 23 yean.•• 
lbnjurayj kept the c:nmpany of' A!.l.' for II yean ;•• and Thlbil 
b. Allam nudiai/.IIMIUII with Malik b. AnN lOr tO yean.'' 

Thu throllflh the honest, hard -rk and incredible, 
marveloWI activity of the FoUowll'n and of the •uc:c:udiq 
gcneration5 of Muslims were rollcctcd ll'lclher the reportJ 
of the .. yinp and the doinp of Mubammad, which were 
•cauered in all du~ various placn o:r part• of the large domi· 
nio1111. 11tc: lint o,..aaizcd atlempt at their c:olleclion, as wr 
have aero wu made aboua ahe rnd of 1hr linl century by lhe 
pioul caliph, 'Urnar b. 'Abel ai·'Az.lz. Thr rq~Grta with 
rq:ard lo hil ac:aivitin in conn«PDP wilh lhr rollrrliDP ol 
Ajtlllldt an- found in many irnporlanl early worb o;onnrc'Ccd 

w"ith 1he subjn:l-e.s. the M-11• or Mllik,11 thr 1$4~ of ai­
Bukhlrl, and thr T•Nr••oflbn Sa'd. The~e reporu or c:ounr 
dill"er £rom onr anolhrr in c:rnaia rninor delails. But lbr 
main rac:u are common aaxmg lhrm all. Thr piow. na1urr 

"' (<lJ To.IH,i,n~. 

(:JJ ·rA.n:t. 

ttl ·rH.w.n. 
~~~ JliJ, Y, t5, 
(&) Ml.ld,v,lto. 
111 ·nsil,ll.p. ., •• 

,a) To\,218. 

lti) ,..r/.210. 

1ao1 ·rdH,i, .,,. 

(II) TdH,i, Ill. 

(12)Sc. ... ~ 



I,IADITII t.ITERATtJRE 

<>f the caliph and hi• r<'ligio\U rnth\Uiasm 11.'!1 W<'ll 
as the peaet'ful :UmO!Oph<'re of his ,.,ign suppon the 
reports conlaincd in 1h~e rarl)· worlu. Dr. Sprenger aecep!s 
chis 1hcory of !he beginninR of !he coller1ion of .A!IddilA. But 
Gold>:iher (and aflrr him Guilaum<') doubl lhr reliability ol 
thnr T<'J><>rL<; bu11hrir argumrnts arr no! cnncluaive.l 

Oo•·e b<11:un, the collection of A!liidilh W<'OI up by leaP* 
;:uod bounds. \Vi1hin two hundrrd )·ran werr eompiled 
"hn<»>t all 1hr important worlu in thr tfadilh litrrature, mmt 
of which werr prnducrd by honnt and scrupulous scholars 
who had link It> do wi1h the poli1ical grouJH or sects, and 
had liulc care for worldly xains. Thnr sdtolau mu:ed thr 
livn and discuued the charactrr of all thr reporter~ of lradi­
tion1, and produced tidt by aidt wi1h their colkction of t/DtlfiA 
a vas\ literature on 1he reporl<."n as an aid to the formal 
criticism of .A!~Uilh. They discu.aed 1he comparative value 
oflhereliabililyof .A!IdtJith, and produced an extensive literature 
on the ,\faujiQ'iil (f<>rged uaditions). Th")' founded and 
developed variou& imortant branch"" of learning for the aake 
oft he formal a. well as material efitkism off:/Ddith. 

(1) MS!,ii,211).!1. 

---...... 



CHAPTER IV 

1-JADITH LITERATURF. 

THE BI!OINNINOI 

The beginning of /.{adilh lito:ratur<" mu.st be tra .. cd ba .. k 
to the lett<"r•, Ia"'• and tr.-a.ties whi .. h w~r .. <.lictal<'d by the 
Prophet of hlam hirmdf, and w .. re pro:•nv...d in his 
time. In like mann.,r, it mu.n be ua .. .,d to 1lu' nun><•rous 
$~ifas which were eompikd by the Companions and 1he 
Followen, to which r.,fermeo: ha.o alro:ady b<:o:n mad .. in 
this work. Gold7.ihC"r ha.o m .. miono:d' •ev<"ral of th<"s<' 
Sa~ifas. Horovitz is un~ertain abou1 the Jl:cnumen ..... of th., 
.<;ahifru ascribed to lh<" Companions; but he has no doubt 
about tho: genuineness of those .. ompit...d by the F.,ll.,wcn. 
"Already in 1he generation follnwi11g that of the Comp:miuns 
of the prophet (.-4$!u1b or .)QbQ.Io01), that of the TGbi'"ii.n", 
says he, "peopk began to collect thr nadition£ of 
th., sayinp and doinv of the Prophet which were 
curr<'nl at the time. If tlu·data for tlw A~lfdilh of a nun>bn 
of the Companions of the Prophrt recorded onle;n•cs t$a~ti'•fl 
or in book.s {k11lub) is patll)' of un .. erlain worth, still thrre can 
be no doubt thoot such writt<"n record• wer.,no long.,ra raril)' in 
the generation of doe T•.loi'""• who deriv...J. this kno .... lfi:lge 
from the Campanioru".' 

The dilcovery of the $a/oifa of Hamm4m b. Munabbih 
which ha• been publilhed by Dr. l;lamldullah shows 1he 
n;1turc and the ebarao:ter oftheoe $01/!ijas. h provo that they 
were not mere memoranda as Gold~iher •uggnls, bu1 wtre 
complete re .. ords of aome of the ,ayinp of Mulloammad juJI 
like those found in 1he later coll<"ctionsof 1./aditlr. 
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ThCT~ elli.ted oome books in Arabic, howrver, even befoh~ 
the advent of Islam' which introducC'd a new opirit and frah 
energy for rhc literary activitin among the Arabs. h has 
already been provtd that boob werr wriucn on many 
brancha of Ar .. bic litrrature during the second half of the 
fint century of the Islamic era. 'A bid b. Sharya wrote 
(during the reign of Mu'llwlya I) a book on the prc-blamic 
kinp of Arabia,• which <'njoyo:d romr popularity during 
the lOth c<"ntury A.D.• ~uhar b. al-'Abhls, who livr<l 
durin.- the rt'ign of the same caliph, wrote a book on 
prov .. rbs.• Theodocuo, a ph)'5ician in the ("ouTI of al-l;ta.ijll.j, 
wrote110me boob on Medicine.• .l,bln collectl'd (accord­
ing to Profno10r Horovitz) materials for a book on Magl!tf;.i.• 
'Urwa b. :d-Zubayr, who died about the end of th<" fint 
t:entury of tht: Hijra, is oaid to hav<" wriUt'n a book on tht> 
said subjcn. "Although nowhen in rhe older sourcrs", 
says Horovin,1 "is it 1aid that 'Urwa romposrd an :~ctual 

b<>ok on rhr M<lglldJ;i, ir is nun.,lhl"los c:euain rhal h<" collecrtd 
and sr1 forlh a series of 1h., mosl impor1an1 c:venrs in the 
Propht>t'o lift>". Tho: samo: enllt'ctorof MtJgii6J;i abo rompiled 
mme boob on FitA which ht> burnt on rhc: day of the baul'e 
of l:farra.1 How, then, cnuld 1h., Mualinu of thou by-gonl" 
days havt' ncglectrd the collection of A~lditll, which had bttn 
ac:c:c:pted by them 1inrl" th<" life-tim<' of tho: Prophl"t as an 
authority hl"lll to the Q.ur';ln for all th<"ir religiou1 and roc:ial 
pr<>blo:nu. 

{II M!io,ii,:!IM-:.!0!>; JASII,llav,37~. 
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The early aourc.,.., of I:IDd(lh, howev<"r, fall into three 
distinct group• :-Fint, the boniu on MD~hd-t.i or SfrDI, lilu: 
thO!Ic of Ibn ht~Aq and others, in which arc found most of 
the hi•torica\ A{llldith. Second, the boolu on Fiqh, like the 
Muwa!IIJ of ImAm Mll.lik ;md the KittJIJ al·U"'"' of a\-Sio<!fi'i, 
in which are found a large number of legill Afrddillo. Third, 
the works in whi<:h A{lddlth as auch have h<"en "ol\ect«<. It U 
with some of the!<" wmkl and their authon that W<" propou: 
to deal in tbia chapt<"r. 

MANY Or THZ MUINADa AsCIU9ZD TO ZAIItt.Y AUTHOIIta WZit£ 

CoNI'ILZD LoNb Arn.a Tur.u 

Of all the various dal!Se!l ofl:faditlo worb {which have be<"n 
de~cribed earlier) the MIUrratls appear to be the earliat in 
Migin. But many of them which ilre generally a.ocrib«< to 
1ome of the early authorities on /;IDdlth were in fact, compiled 
by some of the \lner naditioniJu who collected together 1uch 
A/ltltlilh as were related to them b)·, or on the authority of, 
any one important rtlwi. Such ar" the Mus,.adJ of AbO 
l;lanlfa, al-!)h!fi'l, 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Az\:1:, and some othrn, 
RORe of whom is known to have compilrd any Mturrad WCirk. 
The M.uMtl which is generally known ;;u that of AbO l:;lanlfa 
wa• compiled by AbQ al-Mu'ayyid Mubammad b. MabmQd 
al-KhwArizml (d. 665/1257). 1 Tho: Musrtlld of ai-Shl.fi'l wa.s 
compiled on the basiJ of his Kildll tJ(-Urntn and Dl-Ma!Jsll1 
by Mubammad b. Ya'qnb al-Al;lmm (d. 2-16/860).' The 
wmk known as tho: MutlltJti of 'Uma.r b. 'Abd ai·'A:dz was 
compiled by al-Blghand!• (d. 282/895). Th" Mllsrtlld of 
AbO DA'ad al-TayAiill illso, which is conaid<"red to be the 
earliest Mus,.ad work received by us,• had not bern compiled 
in iu present form by ai-Tayllisi hinuelf, but by a certain 
U"aditionist ofKhurlll!nata~ilte.~-- __ 
{I) KZ,v,S3S·36. 
t2) lbU.Sf0-.&1. Alooocctlltl&l.,.lionNo.l. 

13) JASB, 1<11, 391-488, A.H. lbrlry, ""The M ... ,.ad or 'Vrnar b. "Abd 
ai•"Alll•".lntro. 

\-f) MAT,tidcpa1e. 
,5) KZ,Y, S3]. ~-

o.P. J.t6JIO 
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Tur. MU8NAP 011' A&U DA'CID AL•TAYALIII 

An old, rare and important manu•rript of this work is 
ptetrrvcd in the Oriental Public Library of Patna, ~nd has 
been fully dr.<cribcd by Maulawl 'Ahd al-l;lamld on the 
catalogue of th<' MSS uf 1;/<~.ditlr works in the O.P. Library 
at B.mkipore.' On the b:ui• of this manuocript h:u been 
publi•h~d the Hyderabad edition of the .Wurnad by the Dll'irat 
al·Ma'lrif of H~-d~tilbad. 

Lif~ fl/ al·Ttgdfi•i. Abtl D.l'ild, Sulaymlln h. Dll'tld 
b. ai-JlrQd ai·Tily.'lliol, to whom the Mwnttd is generally 
:ucribrd, was of Penian origin. He was born in thc year 
133/750-51 of the H<jra. He ~tudird traditions with more 
than a thou•an<ltraditionisll of his time, among whom arc menti· 
oned many prominent persona-e.g. Shu'ba (on tradition• related 
by whom ai·Tay.llisl seem• to h3ve 1pcciali:tcd), Sufyln aJ. 
Thaurl, and others. He had a oharp, retentive memory, 
and is said to have dictated 40,000 traditions without ut~ing 

any not.,. During his life-time he was accepted IU an 
authority on 1;/d./itlr in general and as a apecialin in the long 
~Uillr in panicular. The !ludcnts of traditions lloc~ed 
round him from evcry part of the Muslim world. His teacht:T 
Sltu'ba having heard him disclUl certain traditions with oome 
nud.cots, conft:~~~rd that he himtclf could not do beuer. Strict 
traditionists like Abmad b. l;b,nbal and 'All b. ai·Madlnl 
accepted Tayillitl's authority and related traditions from him. 
Bllt he ha.. bun ccnawcd by aome traditionisll. The majority 
of them, howcv .. r, attribute his miata.kCI to the slip5 of hil 
memory. He contracted •IL,ItillftituiJ on aeu>unt of hilt 
cxcesoive oue of Billldlt~u (tllfiUdniill), and died in the year 
20lj813 at th" ag" of 70,1 

Tlr1 Ml41>1tlt/, In Ill" prCicnt print<'d edition, thU Wt»ll 
eonaiou o£2767 tradition• which ar .. related by 281 Companion. 
whose nan-atives uc given under their namn, which arc 
arrang<'d in the order· of (i) the fint fow raliph1; (ii) the rnt 

··ci)"OPC, ... 1, .;;:-Iii~·----- - --·-----
t2) 1T,Iv,No>.ll6. T<IH,i,322. 
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of the Ba.driyiln; (iii) the Muh.tjirO.n; (iv) the An,llr; {v) the 
women; and {vi) the youngc:u Companions. 

The printed tellt of the MoutJaJ :u well u iu Patna MS 
appc:a.n to be incomplete. The ttaditions related by 'Abbh 
h. al-M11Halib, al-Fac;ll b. 'Abb.b, 'Aixl All.th b. Ja'far, Ka'b 
b. Mll\ik, Salma b. al-Akwa',Sahlb. Sa'd, Mu'lwiya b. Abl 
Sufyllin, and 'Amr b. al-'At, to which rcfcro:ner has bren made 
on other pagn, arc rmircly mis.ing from thr body oft he book. 
Some of the lraditiom related by 'Umar have abo brcn mis­
milplacc:d.• 

ai-Tay.t\isl, however, to whom the MusnaJ is generally 
ascribed, had neither compiled it nor 11orrangcd it in iu present 
form. h is the work of hi1 1tudent, YilnUll b. l;labib, who 
eollc:c:ted together the: traditions which he had rc:cdvcd from 
Abil D.t'ild ai-Tayllisl, and arranged them in the: form of the: 
pre.ent MIIS,.rld. "h w:u aome of the tra.ditioniJUI of Khunuan, 
say1 tl.ijl KhaUfa,• "who collected together the traditioiU 
which were related by Ylhuf (YQnllll) b. l;lablb from AbQ 
DJ.'Qd." J;lljl Khallfa is right in denying that the Mu.nt1d 
w;i.s compiled by ai-Tayll.lisl himoelf; but he: oc:em• to be wron11: 
in anributing it to the studcnll of Yil.nUll. The intcrn;ol 
evidence shows that Yil.mu himself Will the compiler of the 
MtuMd.' 

Whoever be the compiler of the: MuJ,.tld, its tell! clearly 
1hows that he :u well as the 11oUtboritin from whom be received 
the traditions had been carcf\11 in handling them. \\'hc:revcr 
there: is any doubt in the: tc:xtofa tradition, it h:u been pointed 
out. In some cases, variow pm~ible readin11:5 of certain 
cxprcpions u.oed in a tradition have be<:"n given; in some """"• 
c:c:rt11oin C:llplanatory phruca have ~n added--care having 
been taken that these additioru might n~t be: mist~a> for a 

(I) MAT, I>P· 20-21. 
(2) KZ,v,531;cf.FM,U. 
(3) For •II oke pare. ollhe -t hne been .,. • ..n~ 011 l.i. C<>rnm<>l> 

•uohollly -· ··• -
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pNI or the text it.el(,l In tome CNetl it hu been pointed 
out that 10me of the aulhOI"itin had doubb with rrsard to a 
part of the text,• but that tlu~y cleared il by rd'errin1 to 110me 
otbll:l" Authorities or their own time.• Ira tradition hu been 
received throuch ntO!'C than one 10urce, the fact hu been 
pointed out at the end of the tradition. In 10mc cues whll:l"e 
the identity of a narrakll' had been doubtrul (beeaurc mo:re 
than one nurator bore tbe tame name), effort hat been made 
lO establish hU. ideruity.• In rome c1111n the character or 
tome or the authorities alto hu been meationcd.1 Cn-tain 
b'adiliona arc related rwm nan-aton or unknown idmtity.• 
lo tome eua it h..,. bceo poi.Dted out that the tradition had 
been carried b~k to the Prophet by 10mc narraiOn, and war 
110ppcd at a t;.!~Hi by othcn.1 

The subjcct-mauen of the lraditiom contained. in the 
M~W~.d arc u varied and numennu u those or any other 
coJlcction or .tb.Wil.t. But th111c relatinc to Miraclet, penCIIlal 
o:r trib;d vinuet ol the Companio1111, and prophecies with 
rqard to future events o:r tectt in blam are verr few. 

The book appean to have enjoyed IP"eal popularity till 
the eiabth CO:IItUI')' of the Hijra. The Pa1na maautcript 
alone bean the aamcs of tnoi"C than 300 male and female 
ttudenlll of IJ•tlr"llrl, who h!UI read it at di ll"erent periodt. Amana: 
dann are found the names of tuc h eminent tr!Uiitionillll u 
al-Dhababl, al-Mizzl and othcn.• After the cichth century, 
il Jo.t illl popularity- much to that now illl manu.cript 

: =~;:x7:,c2:1~1::~::-~,4::,.:-. •=-=,.,:::c,.-=:,.=,.c:--.-
(2) AI,. N<>o. 1021 ~IC-

tS) Ai,.Noo-!191,6K,837,118f,811,917,9!11,~1C. 

(f) AU.Ncn.JIII,eoi~. 

(51 Ai,.Noo.456,718,2254,eu. 
\6).&i,.Noo..519,15'59,t1C. 

~'' ~-"""-794,eoc. 
tB) 0PC.w,l,pp.U7-62. --
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THt. MUINAD DJ' h1A1111 AIJIIIIAD a. I;IAJIBoU. 

The mou imponant and cxha ... tivc of all the M••••d 
worka which we have reccivcd i1 tholl of lmlm A'mad b. 
Mu~ammad b. l;lanbal ai-Marw,.zl al-Shayhlnl. HM 
remarkably saintly, ICifleMiifc, and hillirm 11and l'w hill own 
conviclion agaill!l 1hc l)'rannical inquilition and penecu1ion 
(started by ai-MI'mQn and continued in accordance with 
hil will by ai-Withiq and ai-Mutawaklr.il) created a halo of 
1anetity round hU great collection of traditions. In 1pitc 
of its 1rc:at bulk, it 1urvivcd the viciuituda of timll' and w .. 
printrd at Cairo in 1896.' 

Lif~ qf Abllfll4 6./:lab•l. llnlm Atomad, .. hU 11i1b 1hoW1, 
descended. from the srcat Shayb&nl uibe of the Arabi. The 
~~~emben of thiltribe had Iaten an lmpanant pan in the early 
cOJaq_uat of Iraq and Khw-BIAn by the Araln, and in the civil 
wan between the Huhimita and the Umayyads (u p.rtilaru 
or the l"ormcr). Ibn ai·Haylham, a Shayblnl o;hier al KGI'a, 
wat tbe lint in that town co o;all people to 'AII'11ide. I;Jmayn 
the Shayblnl wa1 the 11anclard-bearer or the 1ribe or Rabl'a 
~~ the battlo; or$ifl'ln; and 'All wrote 10me appredativc venCI 
in hill praise.• Khllld b. al-Ma'mar, also a Sha)·blnl, had 
talr.m a leaclina: put on bchalr or 'All in the 1ame baule. 1 

The 1ympathy or the Shayblnl's J"or the BanG Hllhim IICCDII 

to have: continued even al"ter the Ummayyacl• were well· 
a&ablishcd on the throne. -~~~~~ b. lbrlhl~ ~b_G E'~~· 
111 Two laler edilioR; of ohio voJuminouo l-.lr.bavc bftn p11btiohed in 

BsJpl: one by al-..... nl, and doe olhft' by ShAkir. Tbc l'onaa h .. 
notbftnavailalolelo-. llutlhCiallercd.llioniBt:YPI.voJo.l·l6. 
19:W/13H) lo ..-1 ochoSIIrly in which the lcar.-1. ali- hao u.bn 

::-::~• 1~c P:.:,::~·~:;.:uv~:=:-!:.~=!.'';;~~ ;~!' .. rdm': 
., .... bn-oreachlf•.,t,aadhao ... dedallhccndorcac:hvoluiiiCoeve .. l 
hilhiY ...cr.d ind.ices. unrorlunaldr. 1hio w- pUoed ·~ aftn" 
he hH publilhccl CNIIY Ul """'-'· Hio dealh Is a ..-• IM~ 10 lbe 
-ldorocbolanloip. 

\2) JA,S20.Thae~ate10...,_Mo.olllle........_ID ......... 
ecUIIDAhalaotbceoanilallJIIao-. 

~3) Jj;l. 
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who succec:ded Abil M\Diim u a governor of Khurasan, had 
been oncofthcN<~q;b~o(tl"" Abbasids again.otthc Ummayyads. 1 

Onc l;layyln, the pcrl"umcr, also (who is mentioned by ai­
Dinl'l"'lll'l IL'I one of the important c;u-ly Abbuid propagandilts 
in Khuragn)" mil)' bc the same l;layyll.n who is mention~ 
among thc fore-fathen of Abmad b. l;lanbal. One of 
Abmad'1 fore-fat hen wa.o also a general of Khura~an who, 
according to Pauon, fought to overthrow the Umayyad1 and 
to r"pb.cc them by the AbbiL'Iiclo. • 

Abmad him5elf WIL'I born in Baghdad in 164{780. Ther" 
he w;u carefully brought up by his mothcr, his f;uher having 
dicd during AI) mad'• infancy. There he rc:ceivcd hill c:ady 
education wi1h the teachers of the day, and beg;~on the 1tudy 
of 1;/<~diiA 11.1 the age of 15 with lbrll.hlm b. 'Ulan•·' Having 
completed his uudi"" of l;latlillr with ;~II the traditionilts of 
Baghdad, he st;~orted on his journey in oc:uch of 'Knowledge' 
in the year 183{799. He wandered through Ba,ra, KGfa, 
Yaman, the l;lijlz, and other centro of 1;/<~tlitlr learning, 
attending the 1ccturn of the tradit.ionMu, taking notes ofthem, 
.,nd discussing them with the important traditioni.ots and the 
fellow studenu, and returned to Daahdad laden with the 
precious store of 'Knowledge' about the year 195 when he 
met lmlm al Shil.fi'l and ltudicd with him UJfjllli·Fiqlr and 
Fiqlr.• 

Abmad b. l;lanbal appear• to have aaumed the role of 
a leo;turer on tradition.~ at an carly age. It ia 1aid that a 
large number of nudenu Hoc: ked round him in order to hear 
his lec:turc:s oa l;ltuiitlo in a mnrque in Bagbdad in the year 
189, when he went there for a 1hort time.• He made, how­
ever, the service and the teaching of tradition• the sole object 
and miaion of his life, and continued it quickly and pcacefuliy 

- -- ·------- --. 
(I) jA. S:lt: ATb,ll, tl~ 
12') AT, S:SS 
(3) AHM,IO. 

l4) 'PT,I,Ho.tfi:Si•,No." 
{!o) 16itl. 

{6) IIW.*·'" 
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till the year 218/833 when there arose a auormofpenecution 
of the theologian.o throughout the Abbasid caliphate. 

Tit~ P~rsuldio,.. The caliph ai·MS'miln acc~ptcd under 
the influence of hil philoaophieall)· minded llY<>dateo, the 
doctrine of the creation oft he Qur'Asl. He invited the Muolim 
thealogiaru and traditioniats to aeecpt thil doctrine. Some 
accepted it; othcu rejected it. Threa~ succeeded with a few 
more, and penecution with afewothen. Butafewimpor· 
tant traditioniau, including Al}mad, refused to yield. Th .. 
caliph, who w"s then at TanUll, ord .. red that th .. y 1hould be 
put in chaim and •cnt to him. Th .. ordcn were carrird out. 
Bur the caliph himself died b .. fore the piom priaoncn had 
r .. ach«< their destination. His c.leath, however, "M of no 
avail to the unfortunate prisoner~. For MS'mOn had made 
a will wherein he :~.~~ked his sueccuor to carry out hi1 wisha 
with regard to the propagation of the doctrine of the creation 
of the Qj.lr'll.n. Hi~ two immediate •uccesson., ai-Mu'ta,im 
and al-Wlthiq, carried out his will with force and vigour 
and did not fail to usc torture and persecution in ordn to 
:achieve thrir end, Thi~ Mi/11111 (pcnecutio11) wu continued 
with varying vigour till the third year of the reign of al· 
Mutawakkil who stopped it in the year 234{848. 

The great penonality ofai·MA'mOn and the glamour of his 
courtseeured the convenion of the great rnau of Muslim theo­
logians to his views. Even such greattraditionislll as Yab~·a b. 
Ma'ln and 'All b. al-Madlnltook refuge behind the thin veil 
ofTtlf/Jtt('dilguiac'),andsurrendned their soub to !he sword. 
It waa Abmad b. l;lanbal who at thia serious juncture proved 
to be the saviour of Onhoc.loxy and Frc:edom of Cmucienc" 
and Faith in hla1n. He ,.,fused to submit to the dict;~oteo 

of the caliph agailllll his own con§cienc.,, and stood firm like 
a rock. H., tried to show th" fallaeie1 in the fabe r .. a.sonins 
0 £ his opponent. at the di>cutSion•; and h., refutued to yield 
to their 1how of foree and thre;~ots, and boldly and patjently 
endured their perseeutioru. He was kept in priaon for f'ightccn 
monthl; hc_wu whipped hy UO cli«Utionen one after another; 
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hill wrist WN brotm; he WN badly wounded; and hr: la.t 
r:onacio1.11neu. But he lr.ept the purity or hio. eonsdenc:e, and 
came: out or the trial with thll! I!ITeatell c:rC'dit. Bithr b. al­
r:flrith ri1hlly •aid that God had cut Abmad b. l:fanhal into 
the fire who c:aml' out or it like pure «<>ld. More creditable 
lOr Aflomad than hU firmned a.t the rau•rul trial, however, 
wu hQ un-exampled ~~:cnerosity toward• his enemii.'S and 
penecuton 111ain11 none or whom he thawed any ill will. 
Even agaimt A1J,mad b. Abl Du'ld, who had taken the m011 
prominent JMrl apinat him in hQ Mijrr11, he terupuloutly 
abstained rrom expr-ing any opinion.• 

Arter the MilJu, A1J.mad lived ror about 8 yean. A greater 
part or this period hl' U Mid to have devoted to teac:hinJ.1 
The reu he spent in prayen. He died in the year 241 at the 
ripe 4Jl' of77. A wondcrrulac:ene olsa"ow and arid fOllowed. 
Not only over the whole or the sreat metropolis, btn alao 
nver distant plac:a, was cut a 1toom or melancholy. Hill 
runeral was au ended by a large crowd atimatcd to be between 
600,000 and 2,500,000. h wat .omethinc "the like of which 
mull have eldom been witneucd any where".• 

{1) TIC.,I,201.AHM,IOI,112.1U 
,2) AHN,I42. 

(S) TX.,I,20J404;AHM,I72. 

1tl Af1M,I4,141,147e~e. 

\5) AI#. 150. 
(&) AW.IM. 

-~ ~-- ------
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not to do any harm to any onc. 1 Hcmelly aod juuice were 
the mUIIt remarkable elcmt'nb o£hil o::harao::tl!r. 

Abmad'a van and pt"ofound lutnwl~gc or the traditiOM, 
hiR atricdy pious and aclneu life, hia Jlrong o::haracte.-, biro 
firm and courageollll al;l.nd (o:r Orthoclo:r<y asain~tthcpcnccu-­
tion by doc caliph!, hill complete indilfcrcncc to the «>W"l and 
the courlien, and hill £mc.,£ul and impirin1 pcnonalby 
cstabliahcd his reputation a. an lmlm and as the a:rcatcst 
atnhority OD IJtulrl/, in the whole Islamic world.• "Hill penoa· 
ality in hia life-time and after hill death", sap P•uton, "w• 
a R''""'' lOree in the Muslim world, and it t«ms yet 10 be N 
powerful in ita inllucncc &I the principles whio::h he enuncia­
ted".• Even to-day hia memory stand• u a aymbol or 
ot'lhodoxy, and ia a tourcr ofimpiration to th1: Muslim world. 

Al)mad deVDied the whole of hia life c~~tc:rpt the last few 
yean 10 the •ervice of U•~illr, learnin1 It with du~ renowned 
tradidoniata of hia time, spreadins it throush the larse o:rowd 
of hia 1tuden11, throushout the lenp.b and breadth of the 
MUilim world, and WTilins: on iu b .. O. and on that of the 
Qp:r'lln boob on varioua theolosical problcmt. Thirteen 
of thee boolu arc mentioned by Ibn ai-Nadlm ia hia fo"ilwi11'!' 
and some othcn, "·I• X'it•t ,,_,,,.,, bave been publilhad 
in Ilia name. 

Tlr• Mus11flll. The IJKIIIt important of AbmiU'I'• -rb 
b hia Mas!IHid which contain• the largest numbll'r of A•U•"III 
that hu been received by u., and which may aptly be o:alled 
hia f~~MI ~,a..,, The period of cotnpilation of thia -1r. ia 
not known. But from the nature u wdl u the contcntll of 
the worlr. iuelf it II dear that it mutt have occupied the com• 
piler'• mind for a lotlg time. 

Allllmad'• main object in compilin1 this hua:c book wu to 
collect tocctber neithu all the ltricdy pWDc tradidaM ~ 

tl) AHM,152. 
(2) Tl',i,No.I261;TA,H2•U, 
t:J) AJtM,194. 
(-1) I'N,22!J •• 

p.,. 146/11 
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all lhOK rcl:uing lo any panicular •ubjco:t or rupponing 
any puticular •chool of though! in hlam, but lo pu1 1ogethet 
all ouch 1radi1ions of 1hc Proph"l .., :.cN>rding 10 Abmad 
were likdy to prove gcnuine (if put to th~ 1<":<1), and could 
rherefore for 1he lime bdng serve :u; bMio for :ugum~nl. The 
tradition• not included in tl><: M11.m1Jtl ha\'r no l'<•rcr, Abmad 
i• ICIJ<>Tied to h:we said.' Bul he never claim~d that all rh:ll 
i1 includrd wou g<'nuine or rdiabk. On 1hr «>nlrOIT)', h" 
atruclr. off" many 1ro.di1ion• from hi• book: nnd c•·cn wh"n h" 
w;u in hi• dc:uh-btd, he :ukcd hi• son 10 •trik" ofT a f:ladilh0 

from the ,\IIIJJttltl, which shows that he w:u not •urc of the 
a•uhcnlicily of the whole contcm of his work. 

In order 10 achieve his end, Abmad n.nsack!"d his own 
vaal ttorc ofknowh:dgc as wdl a. tho: wholo: av;oilablo: literature 
on the subject.• He 1incd 30,000 traditions out of 750,000 
of1hem nan"aled by 700 Companions, relating to widdy varied 
•ubjecu viL M•tlrll:ti, M•...Jqib, Rituab, Laws Prophedcs, 
ete.• He, howevl'r, r.,..d out the varia.,.. parts of his notc:s 
to his nudenu, and also to his 501111 and nephew in 13 
yC'Iln.• He wanted to put his note. together in the form n£ a 
M".nrt~d, But death overtook him, and consequently, the 
heavy tuk of uranging the vast materials collected by AI;! mad, 
was left In his aon, 'Abd AUah, who rditcd the notes of his 
£ather.• 

A-mad h!UI not been llricl in 1he choice of hio materials 
and au1hori1in. He included in hia not.,. evm •uch maucn 
u could by nn mean1 fall within 1heseope oftradilions. Many 
of tho: tradition• contained in his M_"~lfllll are do:clared by the 

1l) TK,i,'202. 

(2) l&iJ.20,. 

{S) MAH,i,3GB;i.,,'l69. 

(4) F.'\!,2'29. & .. t&Cc<Jrdi"l!tolbn•t-Nadlm,t...,.\f••>!dJa.nt.oiouniOle 
. do•n 40,000 tt•ditiono. 

(~) TK,i,207;ZUMG,L,472U,. 
{6) Dt, ~1. 
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h'adilioniltl oflatcr date u bueleu and -•lA' (IOried)l aad 
ma~~y of til~ narn.ton relied upon by Allmad are dee'-red 
by the authorities on Ar111i' al·Rijtil a1 unrc:liabl~. 

ln this hure colleclion of~UilAIAI;Imad b. l;lan~hhowed 
the 111mc •c:rupulous and mimnc .::are in rcportina; tradition& 
from hil own authorilies of whatever value they be, 411 he had 
shown in hil actual life and rarc:cT. Ir he rcrdwd 11 IJtll/illt 
from more thilnoncna.rrlllol' 1 he pointed out thc IO"ar.t dilfo:nna: 
that c:o;istcd betwccu their r"porll. For imtancc, in a 
l;l.ulitlt reported to him by Walr.l' and by Abil Mu'iwlya, the 
CoJ-mcr 111ed the Wl.lrd 1•1•, and the Iauer used the word 
AIRi1, which difl'crc:nc:c Abmad b. l;lanbal did not foil to poi1n 
out explicitly.• In another /:lfliillr, two earlier Rdwls difl'cno:d 
in the use of uo and aw: Abmad rlllCOI'dcd tlu: dilfnt:~~.u, 
and gave the two vertionl wllich were laando:d down to him.• 
In another /:lflllitlt, the dilfercncc in the usc ofil111_,Miand '•1".)4i 
is pointed out.• lflhe salllt' narr111orreportcd thcume{l..,.di 
with certain dilfCI'ftl.ccs, it w.u alao poi11tcd out by Allrnad. 
In a llfllllt" narrated by Yittld b. Hin1n, the change in bio 
narration rrom I'•Urtibl to 6'•1;"''"' was noted.• The MRIC 

cxacthude il lhown in lOme other inlllanc:cs abo.. If any 
corrcc1icm or amendment in the text or in the i1aUof a Ntubllt: 
was augated 10 Al;lmad b. l;tanbal, he did not r .. il tu make 
the ncc:atary ehallfCII in his raa.n.ucript.1 

Atlmad'sscm, AbO.•Abd ai.Rol;lmlln 'AbdAIIih, maintained 
theserup•dm.carc and thoroua:hiU.'ISor hiarathu in cditiqtbc 
material• collected by him. He collated the whole or the hu1e 
but incomplete manusc:rlpt of hil rather with hie own notn, 
whkh he had taken at hil and otber traditionisa' lcctura; 

(I) ZDMG,L,485-36,d..t. 

(2) MAH,ii,2Y.M3. 

t3) JW. iii, 202. 

(4) AUI.vi,IOI. 
(5) /PI,Iii,201. 

(6) lfUI, I, 301~ Iii, 9S: ¥, S52, 3115. 
(7) /tiJ.Ii,IIH;¥l,4:10. ' 
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he aiJD eollated it with what be had leamt from him and 
odlen durinJ convenation11 ond seneral dlscuaions with 
them.• 

In CalC orsu.,h Af}ltlillt DS 'Abd Alllb had heard from hi~ 
rluha-, but which had been struck olf from the manuscript, 
'AbciAIIIhpointcd out in his ftQICithc change that was made 
in the manuscript.• Where he round a slip of tl..:o pen in the 
manuscript nfhi1 father, he corr~tcd it and reproduced the 
original in hit nou:s; in some cues, he only poinu:d out that 
there w .. tome mi11alu: in the text.• When he had any doubt 
about the tnt of the mamucript, he frankly t'Xprct~ed his 
doubt.• In 10mc: .,.,.CI, he added' C'Xphonatorynotn uwciJ.u 
1\Umerous .4l!Nit1J taken from10urcnothcr than the manuacript 
he had been cdldng.' In allthe~c cua be toolr. great care that 
his own ..Jditioqs might not be miJtakn~ by the reader M par .. 
of the manuscript iucU: As a mauuoffact, he appe111n to have 
taken Jfeat carr to keep up the text ohhe mamucript u exact 
as pm:!liblr. He reproduced the worcb wriUrll in the original 
lllaD.Ullc:ript in separate: lc:tten not joined together (111--III•PI/4' dl), 
and added a note: saying : "So w;u it wrinen in the: man111c:rlpt 
of my father; but when he: read it to us, he pronounced it as 
anc: word".' Nevertheless, 'Abd Alllh hu brc:n cridciled 
by an eminent Indian uladitionilt or the: last century, who 
la)'ll thai the editor ('Abd Alllh) of AtJmad b. f;lanbal't 
Mruwul hu comrt~iued many miltako!t ill arrangiq and 

\1) H• .. yoitohionolnino:onlla:liOJnwilh lr:uliiMnolholhr.....C 

::c-:.: :.~=~~:;.:i;.·~·...::..:;:;::r"':.:~.;:;c(~.~; 
•·•i•,).l•-..a:•....,wi•h-orlhe.,.,bcaoysthotlwll>undll 
in lloc ...a110crip1 •nd ..... had hNnl it rrun hio lioat-, bod t...a -
made • ...,.., .,r;,, ,; ... !16J. 

(2) MAH,iii,l82;iv,!l6; .. ,26. 

(SI AiJ. i, 2H; ii, +Ill; W, S; ; .. , 2115; "'• :JU; vi,"· 
(4) ,.u ... ,na. 
(5)./IU. !:Mi. 

(8) AIJ ... ,321;YI,526, 

l7\ lti#.i¥,111. 



l,tADJTH LI~RATVRt. " edi1ing lhe worlr., and ha. indudrd 1he narrali<>nll of lh<" 
Madlniles in lhe m11:matlof1he Syrians and lho•<" of1he Syrian• 
in I hal of I he Madinileo. • 

~:r ·!:,?:;~~~1E:Z~~~;:::~::7u~::.: ~~n ~~~~=~:.:;:~:~~ 
"Among lhe M1u11atl worb",oays Guidzihn, "•he Afumatl of 
Abmad b, l;lanbal oeeupin doc most a\able p<»ilion. Th<" 
grc:ou csleem enjoyed by hi' memory in lh<" pinu.• world of 
Islam, the pie1y whi~h hallowed hio name and which for a 
long 1imeservc:d aJ a magic word againu d><" mou s1ubboro 
adversary belonging 10 !he J\..lu'tuill school, and ••ond as a 
aymbol of Orthodoxy, saved hit colleclion of /fatlith from 
complete lilerary fall from which mosl of thr works of its 
lype have ouffc:red h maintained ils pwition in liter:uurc 
also for a long lime ll5 a souree for imporlanl worU and 
compilatioru".' 

Of1hc numeroul scholars :ond :ou1hon who used the ,\/,.mad 
IU a subjeel for !heir commentary or adaptalinns or M a source • 

·for !heir own works or compilation•, some may b" mentioned 
h<!rc. Aba •Omar Mubammad b. \\'il.bid (d. 3.f.'iJ956} 
rccdiled 1he book and addfl:l CI!Tiain 1uppkmcntary traditions 
to i1.• al-Biwarli, !he h:~tieographcr (d. 499/1155), based 
hil Gharib ai-Uatlith enlirely on this boolr..• 'In ai-Dln ll.on 
ai-Athlr (d. 630/1234) used it as one of his 1uurce~ for his 
biopaphio:al dic:tionary, 1hc: Ustl al-Ghiba.• Ibn l;.fajar 
(d. 852/1505) inc:luded it among lhc- importanl worlr.5 ofwhic:h 
he prepared tbe Alrif.• SirAj al-Dln 'Umar b. Mulaqqin 
(d. 805/1402) made a l)'llOpllil of it. ai-Suylill (d. 911/1505) 
based upon it hil grammatieal trealit:s, 'UfU ai-Zaba>jad. • 

(1) BM,SI. 
{2) ZDMG, L, ~66. 
(9) KZ,v,!ts-t-~5. 

(.f) MtJd,vii,29. 
(!>) SeetJGh,l,g..ll. 
{ti) nt,...Uv, N ... 12. 
(7) KZ,v,.535. 



.. 
Ahil al-l;l:ua.n 'Umar b. al-Hih.H nl-Sindl (d. 1139/1726) 

~:~:,; .. ,~~~:mC.:~~~;~~:~, 0;,.::~ a.~;;~o:~~'r";, .. ~;:;, ~~~ 
ulln.l tll-.\tulflaf<l mi11 .'llwnaJ .41!mad.1 AbO Bnkr Mul;lammad 
b. 'Ab.l Allllh rccditc:d ir, arranginp: the traditions in the 

~:,~;~~~;~;,•., ·~;.: .. :~-qtl~:~;:;;~s a~~~~:~i~~~:~n0a; ;~;~":~; 
form 0( a ,\IU.JDIInlf/; and Ab(lal-l;luan ai-H:aythamlcompilcd 
lofi:~!hrr such of the undilions <"Onlainnl in i1 :u wrrr nnl 
found in rhc •ix c-annnical collcctiono.• 

Thc Afur11ad did not only ocrvc as a large mine of malcriall 
r,,,. Muslim lh...,logy and Arabic lcxicogTaphy, but alto 
b..cau•c of the pious p<"nnnalily ofi11 complier, it had gal hued 
a halo of sanc!ity round itself. This is shown by !he fact !bat 
in 1he twdfth crntury a society of pious trndilioni•ll read it 
to the rnd in 56 oiuings h<:forr the tomb of the Prophet in 
Madinah.~ 

h appra", however, that on aerount of its large bulk and 
brcause of the rompilation of many h<:Uer planned and more 
prartieal worb in /;ltJt/ith literature durins: the third and the 
fourth centurico of the Hijra, the 11.1IIUfltUI of Al!mad grew 
ICSI and leu popular, and iUI ropirs bec.ame more and more 
~cuce 110 early a1 the middle of the fourth <:entury of thr Hijra. 
ai·Mu:.:anl, one of thr leading tradilionills of the time, wll..l 

1urpritr.d to lnm from onr of the JtudenUI of /JtU/ilh that he 
h;~.d rr•d 150 pa.rUI of the book wilh Abli Bakr b. Malik. 
Muzanl re<:allcd that when he laimaelf wu a lludcnt in 
Mcoopolamia, they use-d to be aurpriaed 10 liod evrn one pari 
of the MIWttJd with any traditioni:n.• The scudty of hs 
manUICripb in the modern times, therefore, is (as Goldziber 
has pointed out) not a mallet of surprise. 

(I) KZ, ''• Sli-3$. 
(2) ZO).fG, L, t70. 

(3) B~, 31-32. 

(4) £h, "AJ:u-<1 b. Muhammad b. ~;~..,b~". 
(S) ZOMG,L,.467. • ' 
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Like A~'.""~ b. l;lnnbnl and AbC. 'DI'I!.d ai·Tayi\li•l, many 
olh~r 1rndnmn11b aiM> compiled ,\Jum<JJ work• on 1h" 5 ame 
lin..s, wi1h C<"tlain dilfrrrncco in 1he d.-lailo of arr<>o~rmcnt 
Thc..r indudr Abil. Mul,ammad •Abd al-l;lam\d b. l:lumayd 
(d. 2-19{863), Ab<i V•!lma (d. 280/893), Ibn Ahl Shayba 
(d. 235(849), Ibn Rahawayh (d. 238}8~2}, and mhrn.' 

Tu£ J\.lu~"''~~''AJ' \\'oMJt• 

J\.forr impnnanl than 1h.- ,\fuHrnd work. arr 1hr .ll111,.,11~f 
works in ~I<Jdi/lt litrr;Hurc. Tu thi• branch bd.,ng 1hr m<>st 
important wurb on 1hr •ubj .. ,-, r.g. thr $ttltilts of ai-BukhStl 
and Muslim, thr Jdmi' of ai-Tirmidbl, and ihr $1111,.11 worlu 
likr those t>f NasD'J, Abil. Dll'Ud and othrn, The Atu1<>n1Jnf, 
as wr have lcrn, may be dthrr Jllimi• ••• lik" thr -5fli'ih of ai­
Bukhld and lb., book of ai-Tirmidhl ors,., .. ;, likr 1hr:...·orks of 
Abil. DA'O.d Sijist1nt, Nad'l and olhr ... 

Thr "arly MIIIQ'ffiQf works nr" :almosl "nlirdy lo•n. Thr 
Mu(QIIIIq/ of \Vakl' is known lo us only lhrough rrfrrrnu·s 
madr lo it in lalcr works.• Thr rnrlieot lofutnnnaf work, 
i_nromplrlr manuscript• of which arr llill o:xtant, i.o 1h" Alll.l""""f 
of AbCI Ba.lr.r 'Abd ai-Razdq b, Humlm (126/211/7U-826) 
of ~an'A in Arabia.• 

'Abd ai-Razdq began tb" lludy of f:lndilh ::11 thr ag" of20, 
krpt the company of Ma'm:;ar for 7 yrano, :and lrarnt /:lfto-111 
from him and Ibn Jurarj and olh"r kadiup: nadilionio!s of 
the day. He brram" one of 1hr impor1an1 maatc:n of lradi· 
tiom of hit own tim.,. Many of 1hc rc.-ngni:~:rd aulhoritio 
of a lat"r datr u.t at hit fcrt and acquit...:! knowiMge from him. 
Traditionilb lik" Yabya b. Ma'ln and Abm:od b. l:lanb:ol 
rela1cd 1radi1ion1 from him. It is aaid that an"r 1h" dr-atb 
of the Prophet people ncvrr travcllrd in •ur-h a la~e numh"r 
to meet any one as to mri.'t 'Abd ai-Razzllq.• "" has b«"n 

--w-K--z:--;:--532·543. - --- - -- • 

(2\ MAli, i, 308. ,, ;, pwb .. bly id~1>1ical wioh ohr So~q~ .,r \V•U' 
(d. t97/812) whldo i.o nu:1>1io11nl by obft N•dllll (~'!'II, 226). 

(3) Mt'B, ~8\J. 
t-l) WA, No.-109. 
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declared u unreliable by •ome crilia, but othen contidc:rro 
him lru~h•~•rth)". 1 

Two of hill works arc mcnlionnl by Ibn ai-Nadlm.• One 
of lh<"m, !hr Kifi• •1-SutJtr, i• idcnlical with what io grnerally 
known "" the Mut""""f.• l;tll.jl KhaiiJ<o ha.s mcnliono:d hU 
othrr worb aloo.• HU }.(oqtJ,,.af. however, io di•·idcod like 
books of Fiqlt inlo Vllrious bo<>k.o in which vurious lndilionl 
are an-angrd aecurding to their conlcnl•. The Jan chnpler 
of !hi< work is on S"•ml'il, and !hr last lradition is about 
rhr Prnphc1'• hoir.• Morr exhauuivc- than 1hi1 A(ufDirlrllf, 

loowrvcr. io !hat of Abil Bakr Mubammad b. 'Abd Alllh b. 
Abl Sbayba (d. 235{849). HiJ g>"And-Ca!hcr worked 8.1 a judge 
ofWSsil during 1he reign ofMiln,il.r, and hill family produced 
many uaditionillo. • H" hinuelf had 1hr ero:di1 of rclaring 
1radi1ion.t lo promin"'l rraditionins like AbO Zar'a, ai­
BukhArl, Muslim and A~ mad b. J;lanbal (who i1 laid to have 
deda.crd hi•n un.-eliable).' 

~AJ:lll;l AL·BlPKRARI 

The mosl imporlanl or nor only all rhe Mllli»!rtt~.fs but of 
all the works in l;lt~.tlillr lirerarure Q: rhe di-J4mi' ,.J~i~ oral~ 
Bulr.hlrl who inrrrrogat<"d more than 1000 mall~ or l;latliiA 
who lived in plarrs oo dil.lanl rrom one anothu as Balkb, 
Mrrv, NbhlpOr, the Hijlz, Egypt and Mesopotamia, al­
Bukhlirl 1ough1 aid or prayrn bt:r<>J"e rn:ording tradition 
and wrighed evrry word thai he wrote with ac:rupulo~ 
nactitude. Hr d""'ted more than one-rourlh of hilo lire 
In the aC'Iual compilation his work, and al the end produced 
hill t'p!K"h·mal.ing book which il. accepted by mo:1t of the 
.~~:di~:n.u u th" mosl aurheatic work in /;lt1t/f1A Jite:raturl!, 

<7) ··!".1'211. 
(3) v. ..... 629. 

(4) I6~-U.169,~;v,88. 

(S) a.-. ~•-
(&) KAS, l!>~b. 

(7) Mh, .. 'Abd Alllh b. Mut .. ....,.,..a••, • 



.. 
and which i• romidcn'd by th,. Mwllims in 1cneral u an 
authority no:xt only 10 the Q,.ar'l.n. 

ai-Bukhllrl, whOH £qll name it Abo 'Abel AllAh MlllJ,ammad 
b. hmli'll ai-Buklllrl, wu or Pc!rlian wigin. He wu bom 
at Bukhata in the year 194/810.1 Hill anc:es10r, Bardi~~:bab, 
was a aahivalOr in the vicinity of Bulr.loara, whcro:he w• made 
a •lave al the time o£ the Muslim conqunt. Mughlra, the 
RJn of Bardizbah, acccptcd hlam on dte hand o£ ai·Yaml.n 
ai-Ju'R, the Muslim governor of Bukhara; thus lu: gained hill 
freedom a well ..,. his 11id" 11.1. al·Ju'O. About hD 10n, lbrlblm 
(I he grand-fathn- of nur author), we have rll'ceived no infonna· 
tiou. But lbr3JIIn•'• son, l1n.l'll (the father of our author-), 
wu a lnditionial of great piety and 1111und uputalian. He U 
said 10 have boated at his death that in all thai he poucurd 
there wu QOI a penny that had nol been carno:d by honat 
labour.• 

bml'il died leaving oonltdt'l'altle ronune 10 his widow 
and two mns, Abmad and Mubammad, the Iauer being only 
nn inrant at the time or hi. death. This inl"ant child who wu 
destined to play an important part in the development or 
I;I.WiiA lherRIUre wa. c:adowed by na1urc: wi&~~•ln>nl intelleclual 
powen, ahhough he wN of weak physique. He pounsed a 
sharp and retentive memory, grcal inldliKen«, and 1cnaci1y 

:!"r~=~~~~=l i=::~~us!ible enersr and a pat capacily 

al-Bukhl.rl began hi• educational career under tbc guidance 
or hi. mother in his n;~~tivc 1own, Bukhara. Having fini8bed 
hill elementary 1tudiet at the youn• age of clevc.~, be took to 
the 11udy nf 1,/tulliA. Within six yean ht- ma&U!:red the know­
led8c of all the traditioni811 or hU native ci1y ld well u thai 
contained in the ahen available wwb an •he subject. Then 
he wcnl 10 Mecca with hill mothtr and brother in onler to 

~~::.~~:-~~~~;:-;i;i~;,; ~~~~i~~-:~:~o;~~~ 
'I'K,M}'B,IS,and&h. 

(21 IS. l. ~6. 
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joume)"' in 1urch or /:IUirA. Hi• lrttveb look him 1hrough a 
la'lt" pari nflhe Mu•lim wnrld; and he visilrd all the impDJ"Iant 
centres oflllmmic: learning, aaayingevel')·wherculong at hill 
punuil or l;ld/111 demn11drd, meeting 1hc traditionilllll, learning 
rrom rhrm alia he ,J.UiMrhcyhod rrlatcd, and comrnunio:llliiiJ 
10 rhrm his own knowledge. He did not lu:Jilatr to lliily al 
onr and the s11mc place for many years. Nor did he hesitate 
10 underlake more than one journey to a place ifil was deman• 
ded by hi• licrrary punuit. He stmyed al Bm~a lhr four or 
five yean, and in al-l;lijJia lOr six yean; and he tr;avelled to 
Egyptlwicr, and 10 Kofa 11nd Baghdld cimes o.>UI ofnumber. 1 

ai-BukiWI'I JYsNnjrll"r conlinued tor about 40 yon. 
In ahe year 250186* he came 10 NlshlpGr, whieh pvc him 
a graad recqnion ndtable 10 a traditionin of cuablillhed 
repultttion and authority. Here he devoted hiiiiJI!If 10 the 
ceachlng of lraditioJU, ;tnd wanled 10 ll!llle down. But 
he had 10 leave 1he towv on account of the rivalry of 
Mubammad b. Yallya ai·Dhuhll, al 1he command of Khlllid 
b. Allmad ai·Dhuhli whole ro:quot to dclivc."'" lectura on 
l)diiA in hill palace wat nol accepted by ai-Bukhld. From 
NllhlpOr he went to Khanank, a place near Samarqai:ad, 
at 1hc rcquol of ill inhabitanb. Hn-e he aeulcd down, and 
died In 1he year 256/870. 

Throqbout hit liCe, ai·Bukhlrl's charac:ICr wu amtittenl, 
hones! and amiable, which might serve .. an aample to the 
devotees oflearnin1. He wu cxlremely •trict in the oblervancc 
of hU religiou1 dutin. He alwayt Uvcd on wh11t he earned 
by mean- oflrade, in which he wu KrUpuiOUIIy honCit. Once 
helllltiO,OOOdirbam•onacmuntormereKrUplc. He •pent 
a ((0011 dl!lll of his o- money in hclpin1 the lludenu and the 
poor. He never •bowed temper to any one even when there 
Wal IUIIicicnt eaUR l'or it; nor did he bear ill-will asaJnat 
any body. Even apiul Mu.llamrnad b. Yallya, who had 
;::;!)'ill exile from NbhlpQr, he did nol h11rbolll" any 

(I) I.IFII,!IGI. 
(2) IS, i, +U. 
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/J11JitA wa• al-BukhA~i'l only imer.,t. Fo~ it be •pa..cd 
no pnin1, and fo~ it he •acrilkcd almuot evuything. On it he 
•pent almost all that he ea~ncd. To it he devoted hi.o whole 
life. On account of it he spent the la~g""t part of hU life in 
l~avdling, and in one of his lrtwcls livctl on g~""" and herb• for 
three da.,·s. The only recreation he cnjoycd was archery, in 
which he had acquired gnal skill. Hio amanuemi• who lived 
with him for a considerable time, say• thnt al-Bukltllrl often 
wenl out 1hooting arrows; only twice during his nay with 
al-BukhArl did thil man sec him miu the mark.' 

Since the very bcj~inning of hio career, al-Bulr.h:lri showed 
rhc signa of gr<'atnc.os "-' a traditioni.lt. He pointed otn a 
mistake of one of his teacher• when he was a m"re bo)· of 
eleven. The teacher la\lghcd at the audacity of the young 
ltUdent. But al·B\lkhlrl persioted in hi• corre<:rion, and 
challenged hit teacher to refer to his book which jusrified rhc 
contention of al-BukhArt.• When he want ill a boy witho\11 any 
vi1ible signs of manhood, he was em reared by a large crowd of 
the ltudenh of /jt~JitA tO deliver lecture on lhe 1ubjec1. The 
learned yourh acceprcd their rcqu.,t. A large number of 
tl,l.e 1eeken of /j.u/itlt flocked rogethcr in a mosque and rhry 
accepted !he lradition• relattd by him on hi• authorit)'·' 
Once when he visired Ba$ra, hiJ arri.-al was notifird ro rhe 
people and a day was fixed for hit l«ture. At thil lccrure 
he narrated only such traditions a1 he had nceivcd on the 
a\lthoriy of the early ~radilionists of rhi!. very centre of blamic 
learning, 11nd had been unknown to this audience. • 

M11ny a rime wu al-BukhArl'• vaor learnin~t severely tnttd 
in v11riuut ways. He wu always remarlr.abl)· •ucceuful at 
theae difficult tria.IJ. At Baghdlld ten of the trndirioniu.s 
chan~~:o:d the hffUs a.nd the contcnu of a hundred tradiriono, 
n."Citcd them to al-Bukh4rt at a public meeting, and uktd 

~i)m ~:;ti:~ about th~r_n:_ al-Bu~~_!___c~~~~~~~ 
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1.bo111 1he u-;odi1io111 which 1hr.y bAd rcciu~d. Bul then he 
narr1.1ftl rlue L-on-«1 Yeninnl of all thOJe tradiliDDI, alld said 
th1.1 probably hU intc:~Tt>~nlon laad 'l>rorJIIY reciled wh81 
had been concclly reported by himself. AI Samarqand fOur 
bundrcd nudm11 lfSiftl 1hc knowledgc ur ai-BukhiJ'T u tlu• 
people or BallgdAd had done, for ~nocn dap; and ai-Bukhlrl 
luo:ceeded in nr-ing 1hcir inlcrpolaliom. AI NilollllpiD.r, 
Muslim, th~: well-known au1hor of anothCT ~If/, IUid oahers 
uked ai·Bukblrl q~te<tinns about cer1ain aradiliorR; and he 
completely oouiloficd dwm wiah bi1 answo:n. In nuuay •n 
auembly ur the Lradition.Uu he •uc:ca.d'ully li:~~~cd up du• 
odcnlil)' oflomr oflhc: earl)· no.nalon o(trldition• which they 
bad been unablc lo du Tht'lc repealed ll'ials and .a&«CUCS 

ofaL-Bukhlrl gained l1im re«~gnition u1hc grcatestlraditioniu 
of his time, by all the an:aa au1hori1ia on abc subjccl with 
whom he carQC in contact. e.g., Abmad b. l;fanbal, 'All b. 
ai-Madlnt, Abc. Bakr b. Abi Shayb., lll;allq b. Rlhawayh 
and othen.' 

al-Bukhlrl began his c&Ker aa a.n author when he waa 
1till a atudcnt. Hill long joumq" and toilmmc tnavek did 
not stand in hill way to authorship. During hil stay at 
Madhlah, at the age or 18 he compiled his two carliat boob. 
One or these c:onllaincd the decrees and the decillions c.r the 
Companion• and the Followen: and the other, ahort bio­
gnphiea of the important nai'Taton or traditiom du:riag bill 
own time.• A larzc: number of other worb fOllowed. nteir 
lin il round in the Flkri.Jf, the MapMiad of FBI 111-Biri, 
UJd the luAU •l..Siri.' 

The moll important or tbae worb .ill the .,..,. whicb .ill 
commonty known aa $.Ji41 111-BdAbi. h waa I'Qd out 10 
90.000 MUdenta by the autltw hinuclf, and it bu tnadc hil 
Dalllle immortal. It .ill collliden:d by almao11 aU tbe lr"adltionliiS 
u the 11\c.t reliable boot; ba Q./IU. Utuature, and h:u bceD 

(j)~ ... -:;w;-.-..TA,a7..9t:----------
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.. 
ootlliducd by the M~~~oUrm sencn.lly :u an aulhority nc:.u 
only to the QJar'An. h ill IIKd by 10mo: Mwllirna .. a <:harm 
to OYer<:Omc thcir difficultia, 1 and the puaeaion of ill copy 
lau been rq:D.rdcd u a proof axai.ntt diaaster.• 

"file~~ may be cnll~ ai-Bu.kh.lrl'ali£e..wor.k. Hil carlicr 
•-:ea•Uca 1crved him a. a preparation for dtia 1reat work, and 
hd later boob were only uO~shuutt of it. h U to the $&64 
that hc devated hia greatnt r.arc tuu:l aucntiun, and in the 
ii.Ctual compilation of it he •p.,na, about one-Courth of bU. 
life.• 

ai·Bukhlrl't idea to compile the~~~~ owed iu origin to 
the epual rcmuk ofll\llq b. Rlh:~wayh (166-2l8{782f852) 
thai he wilhed that aomc or abc u·adilionisll .bouW compile 
a thiN't comprehentl~ book containing the genuine tradition. 
only. Thcac words caus:ht tile imacination or ai-Bukhirl. 
He bq:an to work •• it wi1h the IJR&lal Hal, care IUtd tCI'uple 
ever shown by any aulhOJ". He n.ploRd all the tnditiOIUI 
known to him, 1c111ed their rmuinene. acconlin1 10 dr.c 
canons of eritici•m promulgated by hinuclr, picked up 7275 
0111 of 600,000 or thcm, arrangll'd thcm acc:onling 10 1hcir 
•ubjii'Ct-mauc:r undll'l" tcpa:ralc ht-adinp IC9'crally taUn rrom 
the Q.ura'n and in sorne CUe~ rron~ lbe 1radition~~ thciiiRivet. 

oi-Bukhlrl hu now ben: mentioned what canom o(critician 
he applied 10 the traditions in order 1o lclll their lo:nuillCIIe.~~; 
nor h., he told WI wllat wo:re hi.l ainu in compili.ag dtdbook. 
But many MWIIim docton havo: utcd ·to i11rll'l" thetc daiap 
by an objii'Ciivc lludy ur tbo: book iuclr. al-t;Jaziml in bis 
SMmiJ tll-.tt'i-, al-'lrlql in his .4(/bw. ai-'A~-nl and ai­
Qiul\&lllnl in tho:ir in~ucliom. to tho:ir o:Grruno:ntaria on tho: 
$t16ft, and many otha- writen on tile 'UIIIIrr ai-I;I..J."rlr (o:.g. Ibn 
$81111) have tried to infer the prindplm roUowcd by al-Bulr.hlrl 
in hill ICiet:tiola o( traditii)M. 

OJ IS,i,,lr.,4G. 
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.. 
A• we have already Ken, ai-Bukhlrl'• main object was 

to collect 10gcaher the genuine tradition• only. By these he' 
mc11n1 •ucl1 tradidoru u were handed down to him from the 
Prophet on thc authority of a wC"II·Ir.Down Companiou by a 
o;ontinuuu• chain of1uch narraton Dll Acconlinaao hi• rnearchn 
had bMn unanimously ;~~cccpt~ by tile honnt and tnntworthy 
traditioni1ts as men of intq~"ity, pos~~est~ins retentive mnnory 
and li111'1 faith, JUovided their narnuioau wcrr not oontury 1o 
what w .. related by the other reliable authmities, and wrn: 
free from hidden dcfecra. ai-Bulr.hld included in his book the 
narrations of the~c narraton if they cxplicidy laid that they 
had rc«iVC'd the traditioaa from thcir authoritie~. In cue 
their lllltt'mrnt in this rcsp«t was ambiguous, he took care 
that they were pr-oved to have met and associated with thc:b­
autboritil.'ll and wen: free from c:arcln. slatt'ments.1 

From the above principle. which ai-BukhJ.rl 100lr. u hil 
pidt:$ in lhe choice orlliasourcea £or lhe materials or his book 
can be Ken hil care about i1. He employed hil 1lr.ill and care, 
however, more in conDKiion wi1h lhe principal contcnll or 
hil work. About the tradidont which be used U tbe heading 
or some or &he chapters. and u corroboralivcs lOr I he principal 
ouea, be hu very ol'lcn 1Dmit1ed the whole or pull of lhcb­
/Jitllb, and in «rlain cue. hu relied on weak aulhoritia.1 
The number of the 'lluspended' and 'convboralivc' tradilioM 
in thcboolr..ilaboutl725.• 

ai-Bukhl.rt, however, wanted not only 10 collect toscthcr 
wllat he c01111ide~ 10 be genuine lradiliOJU, but also to impnst 
their impoi'U. upon the mind ofhil readen, and 10 ahow them 
whatle1al in&orenca could be drawn From lhcse tradhi0n1. He, 
lherefof'e, divided the whole wcwlr. into more than 100 boob 
which he 1ubdivided into 3450 chaptcn. Every chapler 
hu a hcadiaa wbich serva u alr.ey 10 1he contcab of the various 
tradili- includal in it. 

(tl .-... • derailed--....."'· =· c-.,=,..cc-= . ..,......cc · - tS. ~-----
(IJ AI~. 
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al-81:1<~~;1 c~:c:h:~~\:a~::a~:.:1;;;e :1;\~a';ti~ :h=~~j 
as of the 1iv.,.., character and authenticity of thdr narTalon. 
By hi~ choice of the headings for the variow chaptc:n he has 
shown his keen insight into thr impon nf thr traditioru choon> 
by him, and hit thorough gra.op of the S)"'trm of Islamic juri .. 
prudence:. 

About the: hc:adin~ of the: vuiow chap1c:n in the ~~~ 
it hll.!l been aptly rcmark.-.:1 that in them consisu the: Fi'lh of 
al-Bukh~r1. Th~c: headings con•in of vc:nes from the: Q.ur'ln 
or of pas~agc:s from traditions. In ..,me: ca11n they arc in 
entire agreement with the: traditions under them, wherefore 
they serve as mere indl!ll to them. In some other caso, thcv 
arc: of wider or narrower significance th;o.n the tradirio~ 
whcih follow, whc:rcfnrc: they serve as an additional object 
of interpretation and e11planatioru of the tradition~. In wmc: 
Clllell, they arc in the intcrrosativc: form. In such casc:s ai­
Bukhlrl wanu:d to show 1hat accordi11g tn him the problem 
was still undecided. In some caso he wanted to warn :~.g.Un•t 
what might nutwnrdly appear as wrong and impcrmi••iblc:. In 
the: headings of all the chllplc:n a c<"rtain object wPJi kcpt in 
view by ai-Bulr.hlrl. In cases also where the headings arc 
not followed by a tradition (whkh have bafficd many tradi­
tionius), ai-Bukhllrt wanted to show that no gomuine tradition 
on 1he subjeet wu known 1o him.' 

In 1he rcpclition of !.he various venions of one and lh<" 
sam., tradilion in different chapleTS aiM> al-Bukhlrl has struck 
a new pa1h. II}· rcp1Cating thcm al different places inuc:ad 
of putting thcm IOSICiher alone and the same place, he wanu:d 
to bring to li11h1 funhcr evidence of 1he authenticity of the 
lraditions (in question), and Rl the same time to dr""' more 
than one practic"l conciUJion rrom thcm. Simil.,rly, in 
including a part of a tradilion in one chapleT and i!Uc:rting 
a.nothc:r part in anolhrr ehapter, and in introducin' 1hr 
'•u•pendc:d' traditions u }tfo~rfl' and MaUI'Iiif. ai-BukbAri 1\;u 

-- -----.-·----
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~ertain •pedal important lllld •cit'ntifk pur~cs in view, 
which are explained by the eommentaton of the~~~ in their 
commentaries.' 

Thus., the $~1,!/:..._bein~: compiled hy a great traditionist 
who combined a va" knowl<-dgr of tradition• "nd allied sub­
jo:cu with scrupulouo piet~·. 1trict c:o~actitud.,, the painstaking 
ac<"uracy of a modern editor, llfl<l the legal acum"n of an 
a.otut<" jurist-'ll one" 3tlract"d thr ancntion of the whok 
Muslim world, gv.inrd iu repectful rqard, and was rC!~gnizcd 
a. an 'IUthority OO!Xt only to the ~r·An. Many Mualim 
dn<:ton wrote lalll:c cnmmentarie.o on it in whi<;h they 
thoroughly discuun::l e\'el")' aspect of the book and C!VC!t)' work 
of its contcnn. A long liu of thrs" worb is found in the 
/,.loU al~'idri of al-Qa.o!allbll1 and the Kasltf al-<:rmHtl of I:U.jl 
K.hallfa.• 

It would be a mistak<", however, to supposo. that th<' $fi1Ji~ 
h:u no defects, or that the M111lim scholan have failed to 
eritidoc it. Thu1, it is gcneTally admitted that like other 
tnditionisu, ai-Bulr.hlrl hu ~nfincd his eritieiom to th.i 
nUTaton of tradition• and their reliability, and that to the 
probability or ~ibility or the truth of the mattcn reported 
by them he has paid no attention. (n estimating the rclia­
bi\ily of th" narrouors, his judgment ha.o in certain cat.,., been 
rrroncOUI. The Mualim traditionists did not fail to point 
nut these d"feets of the $af.li,!l. al-Dlraqu!nl (306-385 A. H.) 
h:u nied to show 1hc weaknn~~ of 200 tr<llditio!U contained 
in the book (as wclluthat of many of their nanaton) in hi• 
a/./JtidrM w'III-Tallll1hu'' which ha.o been ~ummari~n::l by al­
ja:t.l.'irl in bil. T•uj1lt t~I-Na{"'·• Ab(l Mu'Gd of DamaKUI 

,3) KZ,ii, )2!.3~ ... 111. 
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and Abo. 'All al-Ghaalnl have also critic:iacd the ~,. of al.. 
Bukhlrl, 1 and ai-'Aynl in hio commentary has tbowa the 
def .. cu of some ofiu contenlll.• 

But all the Mu11im araditioniou induding the c:rilia of the 
-'i~iiJ, and the modern Orirntalius, have unanimously pa.id 
tribute to the general acco.uacy, ocrupulouo care and exactitude 
of the author o~ the book. "In hio sdrctions of A.~liditAo", 
oays Broclr.elmann, "he has shown thc grcatot critical ability, 
and in o:diting the In<! be has !lOugh! to obtain the molt •crupu­
lou• accuracy".• 

Tlt& SAI;lll:l o• Mvttlw 

The position of til.- $<~{li{l t~I-BilkltiJri in /;IGJitlt literature Q 

not unrivaJI.,d. Another $<~{lifo wu compiled almou simuhano:­
ously with it, and it wns conoidcred as superior to the~ 
DI-BuU.4ri by some, equal to il by many, and nc:r.t to it by mo-t 
of the traditionins. his the $46ig of AbO al-l;luuin 'tUI.kir 
al-Din Muslim b. l;lajjaj b. Muslim al-Q.ushayrl al-Nilh1pGrJ. 

· Muslim, aa hit nisha ahows, belonged to the Q.ushayrl 
tribe of the Arilbs, an ofr-,hoot of the greilt dilft of Rilbl'a. 
Hi..o 1ribe took more or le'JII important part in the history of 
Islam since the death of the Prophet. l;layda, a Q.ushayrl, 

(I) NSM.8. 

Dr. A. ~ling~n• publiohod a n<>oe on a r>h. of the- <>Ideo I rr....-a. 
.,r the .jlol~i~o[al-Duld•lrl inJ.R.A.S. [936 [pp. 287-792). In io be 

.... de.crlbed th~ ·~·al r~ .. ·u- of lhe i\b. ..... promued ... 
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.. 
ir. mmlioncd in the /Jija u one of the Companiono. 1 Qprra 
b. Hubayra, another Q!ahayrl, waa made by the PTophet a 
Wolli in o:hMF of the alna of hi• people.' Ziyld b. 'Abel 
ai-Ral;amlln, another Qlnhayrl, it !laid to have killed 1000 
JIDR·Mlllliml at the batlle uf Yarmak in which hc l011 one oC 
hillrp.• 

Aher lhe vall l•lamic conquetU varioua familil."!l of the 
Q.lllha,..-b lop:ther with the mcmbcn of the otht'l' triMs 
mipalcd from Arabia and ~~eulcd down in the: various 
provinc:c~, oome in the wa~t, and 10me in the o:aat. KuhhO.m 
b. 'lyAc;l and his ~~t:phcw Balj b. Bisbr wllo had MT"Yed .. 
covanors of Africa and of AndaiUiia rrspectivcly tculed down 
in a district n.,.r Cordova in Spain. Another Qluhayrl family 
made !heir residence at Elvira. Some of thC'm mi1rated to 
the: East and aculed down in Khuraun. Amon,: them wu 
one Zurlra who 1crved u a IJOVC"'ICCI" of the province for lOme­
time. Hil10n 'Amr aad grand10n f::lumayd b. 'Amr ~~eUIC'd 
down at NbhJ.pGr.• From them pn~baly deccendcd our 
authnr, Muslim, the .on of alol;lajjaj who waa a uaditionist 
or no tnean merit.• 

Vc:n· little U kn-n about the early tire or Muallm. II 
ia~aid, however,lhal he was bar11 in 202{817,and that havln1 
learnt and e~lll'd in the varioUI branches of Arabic literature 
at an early age, he took to the apecial nudy or IJ"itA. In 
the- punuit of' thU aubject he ITavelled widely, and vUitcd 
all the important cencn:s or kamiq in Penia, Meaopotamia, 
Syria and £sypt. He auendcd the kc:tum~ of ,_, or the 
important lraditionilll or hil time e.JI:. lll;l.lq b. llahawayh, 
Abmad b. l;lanbal, 'Ubayd Alllb AI•Q!Iwlrirf, Sbuwayh b. 
Yonus, 'Abel Alllh b. Mutua-. l;lllfl!ala b. Ya"ya and othen. 

(I) rt'S,i, 7-'2 
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Having finW.ed hit 1tudie. be Killed down at Ntabll.pllr, 

nmed hit livelihood by meatu of trade, and devoted hit liC.. 
to the .crvice or IJtulitll. He died in the year 26IJ8H on 
account or taking 100 much of B11llt/Nir (Anacardia), while 
he Will bu•y ia finding out a particular tradition. 

Muslim'• chuaeler .it said to have bRn admirable. Hi• 
learl- 11dhreno:c to the tnub il 1bown by his pcni11rncc 
in his II.SIOI:iadon wi1h ai-Bulr.hlirl while illl othcn I1:W dl'ICncd 
the Iauer on account of lhe rear or Mul;oammad b. Yiii.>Y• •I· 
Dhuhll.' Mualim n~·er •puke ill or any one; nor did he 
abuse 11ny one durin~~: his whole lire.• 

I.ilr.c 11.1-Bulr.hilrt, Mualim ~tl•o dcvntC'd hia whole lire to the 
Aen'io:c or /:ldir/1. He wrote many boob and trellises on 
/,;ltulillr and on Nbjeeu allied to it. Ibn ai-Niidlm has 
mentioned five or hU boob on biojp"aphy and J:l•ollllr. 1 l:lajl 
Khallra bas added the names of many other worb by him on 
1be •me subject.• 

The motl impoflant of these works ia hil $116i~ which 
hu been rca;11rded in certain respect• u the best work on tbe 
alibject. In order to compile 1hi1 boolr., Mualim l!!lamincd 
300,000 lraditio ... • out or which he picked up only .fOOO about 
lhc gcnuinen- or which the naditionilu wcrc unanimOUII; 
and included lha:n in hil $tlji(r.• 

Mualim co ... idcred only such traditiona as genuine, u 
had been handed down to him by a continuou1 chain of 
rclaible ,.,uthorilie~, were in -=onformily witb what had bccn 
related by the a11rtalon w'-c rcliabili1y was uaanlmoualy 
accepted, and were free &om hidden defe01:U.' H-= bu claai­
&cd traditiona into three srou.- :-

(I) WA,No.l27. 
(2) IJM,II7. 
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1. Thou that ... ~ relatrd by such nanaton all 

had ~ straightforward and steadfast in their 
nanoations, did not differ much in them from 
other reliablc narrators, nor did thq- comnUt 
obivious confU!Iion in dteir narT:IIIiom; 

2. the 1111.ditio1U thc narrators of which wrre not 
diltinguishnl for their retentive mcmory nod 
stcadf .. tnet in narrations; 

3. the traditioM which wrrr rellltfil by such narra­
tors as were declared by the trllditionilts in general 
or by mO!It of them to be of quetionablc reliabi­
lity. 

The lint group, sap. Muslim, fonn thr principal part 
of thr contfl\ts of his book; thr second group are inciudrd IU 
conoboralivr of the first group, and the third are auirdy 
rcjc-.:trd. 1 

The book on T..&ir in Mllllim's $tzl!il) is neithCT o;omplo:te 
nor l)'!tcmatic. Hence it is not considend aa a Jdnti' like 
that of al·Bukh;trl. But Mualim stricdy o~rved many 
principJa of thr scirncr or /:ladillo which had been neglected 
by bbgreat predec..uor, al-Bukh;lrl. He dilfcn:ntiated brtween 
the uu: of thr ttrlllll Akloi"Jrato4 and ljaddalluuti, and always 
used the form...- in connection with the traditions which had 
bc:en n:cited to him by hi• tt'Bchcn, and the lattt'l' in connection 
with wbat he had read out to them. He wou IJ\Ore uriet 
and COftlliUcnt than ai-Buk.hlrl in pointing 011t the d_ifl"en::nca 
bo:rwee. the narratiODJ oft he variollt Riwis and in ltating their 
characteT and other particulars. He 1howed greater aaamen 
than hil predcceuor in the UTangtment of tradition~ and their 
lnriitb in hil work, and in putting togclher, the difl"erent Yet"• 

aions of a traditio,. in one place.• He did not commit any 
miatalr.e or conf.Won in the tc:llt or lmU or any tradition aa hb 
pred.e«Dor had done.• He added to hU book a long intro­
(I)'St.c,M~;:,II",--·------

t2) NSM,!o. 
(S) BM,IJ7. 



I}AD1Tn LITI.ItATUitl. 101 

duction in which he n:plainR 110me of the prindpl1:1 whido 
he had followed in the choice of the matcriab for hi• book, 
and which should be IOIIowR In accqning and rclatiniJ 1racli• 
tiona. 

Havins compiled the .wt"/1, Mu1lim pHICI'Ited it to Ablll 
Zar'a of Ray, a traditionist ofl(nalrepute,IOr critid•m. He 
cancelled all that was poin11!d out {by Abo Zar'a) to him lfl be 
defective, and retained only •u('h tradition• :u W('ro: drdarcd 
by him 10 be acnuine.• 

Can:fully compiled by Muslim, and corrected by Ab6 
Zar'a, the ~~~~ has been n:copdzed u the m011t authentic 
collection of U'aditions alter that of ai-Bukhhl, and superior 
to the latta" in thedetailsofits uranacment. Some tradi1ionist1 
held it to be auperior to 1he work ofai·Bukhld in evay rC!Ipect. 
Bu1 Mu11im hiauelf had rccogaiRd the superiority of hD 
predccCIIOI'. He, hown-er, rit:hlly claimed for hD book 
the credit of bdn1 lhc buia of 1he fulure wo:rkl on traditions 
for 200 yean.• 

AI\CI' M1111lim, IOR'Ie olhtr traditioniatl abo compiled 
;amuinc' lraditi01111. The:~~: include Ibn K.huaayma (d. Sll/ 
92S), AbQ U:l.liJ:D Mu11ammad Ibn J:libb&n (d. 3M/96~).1 ctc. 
None of them, however, I:VCI' aained 1he rccvsnitiun and 
populariry which hal been crQoycd by the worb of al-Bukhlrl 
and M~Mliln. 

ll) NSM,L 
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CHAPTER V 

JMOITH LITERATURE--con/d. 

TilE StrN ... N WORKJ 

The S1111o11 works corntitute the richest branch of /.IDdifh 
lituature. Since the earliest period in the history of blam, 
the traditionins anached more importance to the legal tradi­
tions (AJ)IUiith al-a!J;4m) and the dogmatical traditions than to 
tho: historit:al (magh4.:;i). According to them, the mogh4::.i 
wuc of no practical value. \Vhcther the Prophet lcfi Badr 
on the 8th of January 623 A.D. or on the 28do of ).farch is of 
no practical utility to a Muslim. On the contrary, the 
method followed by him in hisablutimu, prayenandpilgrimago: 
or in his buying and selling things, and hiJ commanW about 
a n1arri"ic or the manumission of alaves, etc. 1hould form the 
ba.siJ of every Muslim's practical lifo:. 

B)· and by, tho: traditionisl.ll confined their activities more 
and more to tho: •tudy and compilation of the legal traditio.U 
only. According to them tho: MogluiJ;i conuituto: a part of 
the hiolory of blam, and properly belong to that sphere. 
Since the second half of the third century, thrd'ore, m01t of 
the lraditioni.ots, e~~cept tho: mOlt ambitious ones, compiled 
only SWIM works 10mc of which arc included among tho: mOll 
important works in lftuliiA lituaturo:. Such arc the works 
of Abii Dll'iid al-Sijistll.nt, al-Tirmidhl, al-Nad.'l, a1-DAriml, 
Ibn Mlja, ai-Dllraqu(nl, and oth~. The book ohl-Tlrmidhl 
is really a Jimi' and includC"I traditioru on all the variouo 
lubjecu; but u it i.o generally called aSII11411, it will bcdDo;UIIIIo:d 
in thU eh.aptCI" together with the worlta of tho: other authon 
mentioned above. 

Tna SVKAN o• Asti DA'UD At.-S!Jin"ANI 

One of the mOlt important of the Su- worlta U that of 
AbO. DI.'O.d Sulaymln b. al-AIIh'atli who cwmi.oo:d 500,000 
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lfBditiom, illnd picked up 4,800 of thc:m lOr hill book on 
which he IBboun!d fiN' 20 yeilln. • 

AbO. DA'Od, the author or this booll, wu a dnc:o:nd;un 
or 'lmrln who bc:tonsed to the tribe or lanO. Azd of Ar.biill, 
111nd who wu killed in the ba1tle or ljimn while fit:b.ting an 
behalf of 'AIJ.1 Abo. Dl'o.d hlrraelf wid born in 203/817. 
About the place ar hi• binh the authoritin. differ. Ibn 
KhaliiUnl and, following him, Wibto:nfo:ld• arc of th .. <>pinion 
that he wu born in a villa1e called Sijiat.lna near B~a. 
But YlqO.t, the great II:C"Braphn-,1 and al-Sam'.lnl• and 
ai-Subkl' a"' of the opinion 1hat our author wat bona in the 
wdl·kn<Jwn town <JfSiji1t.ln in Khuraaan. Ala matter orr.c:t, 
a village named Siji1tlna wu never known to have raialcd 
near a.,ra. · 

AbO. DA'O.d received hit; eltmmtuy education probabJy 
in hi1 native city. Whcm he wu tcm yean ol ai(C, he joined a 
1chool in Nl1hlpO.r. Thc¥c: he 1tudicd with Mubammad 
b • .Uiam1 (d. 242/856). He also atudied at Khuruan before 
ping to Bafl'a' where he received the Iargen pan of hi• 
cducatioa in l;loulitll. He viaiuxl KUC.. in 224, and from there 
he 1t.r&ed on hb journey~ in Karch of 'knowJcdp' in Arabia, 
Mesopotamia. Persia, Syria and f:sypt. He met all the impor­
tanl traditiCQoist• of laia time from whom he gathered the 
knowledge of all the available traditions. The names of 
many of these teaehl:rl are found in worb on _.t,,. .. 111-RijM. 

(I) TA, 70!1. WO..I~nll!ld (Sio, !II) duoobta lhe -qr ollloe .... ,.....,., 

lh•l Abll bl'llol hlld bro<-n ........... oa hio l>oak roo- 20 t"""· 
{2) KAS. l!'n; TA, 709. 

t:l) WA,N .... 271. 

(4) Bh.No.47. 
\5) MJIII,Iii,f4. 

(&) KAS,29!1. 
(7) TK,ii,ofa. 

tB) Mlla,Oii,.._ 
(9) TA,710. 
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Durinc his U"aveLI, AbO DJ.'illd vUhed Bll&hdld rru~ny a 
lime. Ontt while stayinll' there he Willi viaitnl by AbG All!mMI 
al-Muwatfaq, 1he famous mmmandtT and brolher or the 
ealiph ai-Mu'lamid. AbO DI'Qd l'nquired from him the 
object of his visi1, al-Muwalfaq said 1hat lhe object of hh 
vil.i1 was thrcrfGid: {i) teo requr:lf Ablll 05.'nd. lo lake up hia 
rn:idrnt'l' al Ba.,.a which had been dcserlrd by people on 
an:ounl f"lf 1hr insurreclion or tho: Zanjll, and whic-h would 
anra<'l rmwdl of atudents and would have an increUc in 
popu.ln1ion if Abill Dl'Qd took up his rnidencc darre; (ii) to 
requett AbO Dl.'llld to deliver lc:c:turn on lraditiom to ai­
Muwafl"aq's IODij and (iii) 10 ulr. AbO DI'Qd 10 hold special 
daaeo for I hi• purpooe, 10 which I he common s1uden1s misht 
not be admiued. AbQ DJ.'Qd accr.pled the lint two requnls, 
bul rxpreMftl hi1 inabili1y 10 accede to 1he 1hinl. For "lo 
knowledge all are equal"', and Aba Dll'(ld would not make 
a.ay distinction bctw~~n th~ poor and the rkh •tudeatl, The 
sons or al·Muwalf:aq, thcrd'oR, au~odal (u.ccordiag to 1hc 
Rpart nr Jl.bir) the l~cturcs or AbQ 01'1W. IOJCihcr with lhc 
mhcT ltudcau.1 

This "OTY Rlatal by ai.Subld throwa liaht not only oft 
the grrat Rputation enjoyed by Aba Dl'Qd as a traditionillt 
and on his rharactcr as a 1eacher, but al10 on the date of his 
final seul~rnenl at Baua. Thi• could not have happened 
bd'orc th~ year 270, wbt'n the Zanjl iRIUrrcclion wu finally 
ci'Uib~. Aba DI'Od died at &.tra in the year 275/888 al 
the age of 73. 

Aba Dl'ad'• vaat lmowledfc or tradition~, his upriaht 
chuactcr and his piny have been rencrally rccagniiCd by 
all the traditionillll.1 · 

Aba Dl.'ad wrote many boob on ll"adido1111 and the 
ltlamic law.1 The mOM .important or th~m. is the &urn 
wbich hu becD talr.m to be the lim book ofitllypc in QUn/1 

(l)~il,49. 

12) TA,710. 
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lit.,rature, has been recognized ao the bot S..IW11 work, and hu 
b.,.,n included in th" moot reliable roll.,cLion. of l,latlitk. It 
hu '"'"II divided imo various bools which are subdivid"d 
into diiT"r<'nt chapt.,n. 

AbU Dli.'Qd k<'pt up 1he scrupuloua exactitude of hi• pre­
deecnon in reproducing the tradirion• which he had <'ollected. 
But he differed from them in the nandard of hi~ rhoice. He 
included in his S"""" not only the 'g<"nuin<'' tradiliom (a.s 
ai·Bukhlrl and Muolim h11<.l done!, but abo such nf th<'m ..._. had 
be-en pronoun<'ed by oom<' lr:>ditionin• a• weak and doubtful. 
Amon!( th" narralon he relied not only on th""" who had 
bc<'n dcdar«< h)· all the authoriLin unanimowly a.. accep­
table-, but also on those who have been acceptfii only by 
some cri1ics ao reliable. For some of the cri1ic:s like Shu'ba 
and othcn l1ad been Ov<'r-striet in 1hcir cri1icism of 1he narTa• 
ton 1 Abil D.l'ild "ollected, howrver, in "V"I)" chapter the 
most rc.-liable tradition.o known to him on the Jubje.,t. He 
gave th" variouo sour""" through which he had rec<'ived 
tradi1ion.o, and abo llated th" variouJ v"nion• of the various 
traditions. H<' pointed out the d.,frcl.l of thr drf<'Ctivc tra­
dition• as well at the rc:-lativc value of dilferrnl vrnion.o of 
them. In the easr of 1he traditioru which he bdi.,vrd to be 
genuine, howevc:-r, "" made no remarls what.oot"vH". Of the 
long 11"11ditioru hr has given only 1uch pant u were rdevant 
10 thc chaptrr in which thry ar" included• 

The following remarks madr by AbQ Dli.'Qd in connection 
with some of the traditions givc us a g"neral idea of the method 
and of the OlttUre of his drticism :-

"Abil Dl'Qd 111-)"3: This is an inauihenlic (11t11".t.,.) 
JJaditA. C"rlainly, ic i1 rela!ed by Ibn jurayj from Ziyad 
b. Sa.'d, rrum a.l Zuhrl, from Anas, 1ha.1 he ~aid 1hat the 
Proph<'l (may peace be on him) had put on a ring made 
of (palm) lear; which after some time he threw away. The 
miacake in !he l;latlilll il due co Hum.am. No other 
narrator ha~ relaled i!·"• 

(l) MSo, ii, UO. 
(2) Abd D•"Od'• Ri•lt.lo 10 d>e gooopl~ of M"""A cioo.i ia 1T, 
(3) SAD,i,4. 

P·•· 146/lf 
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AbDul anotbn l;ltMiM he say. :-
"It hu bn-n 11'1at!Od br Ibn Wahb only. A tlmilar /:ldlllr 
hP, howl'Vft", hrcn notated br Mu'qll b. 'Ubayd Alllh 
through a rhain of narraton." 1 

In rcmnrction with anothrr /.ltnlilll, aftll!r giving two venions 
of it, br aayt :-

''The cme rdated by An;u;. more t'OTTI'O:I than theother."1 

At anathrr plan:, h., poinh out that only th" traditionish 
of Egypt ba\'l' giwn an t ... d fur it.~ In ronn.,rtion with 
anothll'T l:l•dlllr, hr add• a note about one or its narraton, 
AbQ bblq. that hr had lrarnt only fiour tradition• rrom 
al-~Arith, and that the pn'!lent/.ltnlitlr relat..d by him on the 
authority of al-~l.rith wu not onr of them. 1 Abuut the 
narralOrs of anothrr l:l•diiA he ~ays:-

"AbQ Khalil nrvrr hrard any l;ltn/1/A rrom Qp.tl.da".1 In 
connection with anothrr ~ he says :-

''Tbi• /:l-iM h111 been handed down by .even.l chai• or 
authorities. All or them arc inauthentie", • 

About another I;IUfllr hr ~ay. :-

"Thil JJ-iitll hall eontiauous chai.QI; of authoriticl".' 

ContainiiiiJ all tbc lepl tradition~ which may KI'Vt' u 
l'aundation lOr l1lamic rituab aod law, and nplk:it on the 
value and noliability or tbOIC tnditiOJU, AbQ DI.'Gd'• booll 
hu p!nen.lly bRn acrepted 111 thr mwt imponant S... 
work. ''The Kilti 111-Swmr or AbC! DI.'Od", tays ai-Khai,UI, 
"il a nabk book. No booll like it hu ever been written on 

(ll .&AD.i,llti. 

\:ll -.u.n. 
(ll a-.,,.,,.. 
(fl au.na. 
t!to)' AU. lli:l. 
(S) .IHI.1,221, 
(7)11iJ, 
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'~"_"logy". Abo. DA'ilod hu collrcled in rbi• bonk ouch rra-

~;t~n,:! b•;.,:::.,ne~~o:;,e::f:~~r ~;:' .:;~:;~m~~~ ::K;;::~ 
tinnt by rhco_logians of various ochooi1 n M"<>pnlamia 
E~ypr, Maghnb and in many olher part• of tbr world-i~ 
•pn" of tb.,.ir following diffCTCnl school• of blamic law.• 

Tnr; jAur' OF AL·Ttuuoul 

Thr general ptincipl"" with r<'J!;artl I<> tl1., rrioicUm .,f 
/.latlitlt which had bern adopted by AbU Dli.'Utl in his collection 

~~:t~~~uv:::: r.~u:~~:~:'.f~~~~~: ~:;:: j'~:~:~~~~~~~~?t:;i•w~;'.; 
contaiNI all ouch traditions-legal, dlll{mouical and hi•toric;~~l-
41 had been accc.ptrd by the Muolim jurisu of one •chon\ nr 
another, a.1 thr basis of hlamiclaw. 

AbQ 'fd Mul;nommad b. 'fd w:lll born ar Me.cca in the 
year 206/821. He travelled a l{ood deal in order to I.-am 
rraditions, vi1ited the varioll! cenu.-, of blamic lraminl{ in 
Arabia, M030putumia, Prrsia and KhurMan, and apociared 
with lhr rmincnt traditionisrs uf his rimr .,.g., ai-BukhArl, 
MuaJim, AbO Dli.'Qd and mhrn. H., died ar Tinnidh in 
279/892. 

AbO 'b.l poss.rascd an cxtrcmrly sharp and rerentivc 
memory which waa severely tc·urd many rim"". It i• related 
that once during hi• travrb, a ttaditionUr diclatcd to him 
several tradition• which oxcupic:-d 16 pag.,.. Th""r pag" 
were lost by ai-Tirmidhi before he could revise them. He m.-t 
the traditioniot again 111ler oomr rime, and rrqu.-,tcd him to 
recite some traditions. The teacher suggrstrd that hr ,...,uld 
read out from his manulcript 1he same craditiuns a• hr had 
dicta red to al· Tirmidhl at th" p.-.,viou.o mrering, and rh:at 
ai·Tirmidhl ohould compare h~ notrds with what hc heard. 
oi·Tinnidhl iMread of telling lhe teacher thar he had loot hill 
noteo, tool up !lOme blank papers in hill hand, -"nd lookrd 
into them u if they contained hio notn, ""d lhe teac:i.er 

(I) TA,711-12. 
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qan lO re;ul his book. The latter BOOn diu:ovfftd the tridr., 
and cot a~~gry at theyou~~gstudent'nonduc:t. But al-Tinnidhf 
explain~ the position, and said lhat he remembered CVCJY 
-rd or what had been dictated to him. The teacher refulcd 
to ~li~ him,and challengl'd him to ruitc lhc traditions rrom 
his memory. ai·Tirmidhl accepted the! challenge at once, 
and n•cito:d all the traditio:ons wilhout commiuing a Rngle 
mistake. Now thf= tcachtT doubted hU. stat .. ment that lac 
had not reYised bU. nota. In onlcr to 11:11 tlois, he recited 
(ony othertraditioJU,and:ulu:d ai-Tirmidhltorcproducc them. 
ai·Tinnidhl at oniC'C! repeated what hr had heard rrom his tea­
cher, who Wall n- r:onvinccd of the truth of bU. ltatcmcnl, 
and wu imprnscd by hU unrailing memory. 

aJ.Tirmidhr• eharacttT is said lO have bcea excellent; hU. 
piety and ra:ar or God wu unsurpaetcd. 

Tinaidhl's JMi' has bcll."n rreognizcd u one of the: most 
imponant works in IJ•tlit6 literature, and ha. been unani· 
1n0usly included in the si!l. canonical ooll«lions or I;IHIIIr. 
The author or thU. great J••i' ror the lint time, too.lr. into 
COMideralion only thoR traditions on which had alrcDdy 
bfta baaed the various rituall and laWI of Islam by the M118lim 
docton or the varioll8 sc:hooh. He took pai01 to determine 
the identity, the namn, the titles and the ,t.,._,.. or the narraton 
of'tht"SC tradition•. He 1ril'll to fix the d~e orthc: reliability 
or traditions, and n:plainftl what we hRd been m;ula: or them 
by the juril.g of the various schools of lllamic law.' As a 
matter or ract, a.I-Tirmidhl addi a notealmostlo every l;ltuliiA 
with 1he -rds: ''Ab6 'Ill u.ys". Then he stales varioll8 
importanl and inlt•rc:ning poing connected with 1he tradi­
lion. The rollowing eu.mpln. will show the natu.rc and the 
importaaee of ai·Tirmidhl's nora:-

1. "II was n:latcd to Ul by AbQ Kunyb who related 
il &om 'Abela b. Sulaymln rrom Muba.mmad b. 'Amr, 
from AbQ Salma &om Abll Hurayn, who N.id lhal the Pro­
pbe'a (may peace: be: upon him) &aid lhal but lOr ca.llliiiJ' 

(I) BN.l21. 
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hardship to bis people, he would have ordered them to rub 
lheir tro:th with a brush at tloe time of~ Jnayer. Abo 
•r.. u.ya: Verily, tllisl;ltulirlt hal been n.-lau•d by Mul;oammad 
b. bl;olq from Mul;oammad b. lbT5.hlm, from AbO. Salma, 
from Zayd b. Khllid, from the Prophet (P"ace br on him). 
And 10 me bnth the tradition~ of Abo S;alma from Aba 
Hurayra and Zayd b. Klalllid fro.n the ProphC'I arr fi,I:DUine, 
bec:au.e verily it hu been related fr<>nl AbQ Hura)·ra r......, 
the Prophet through rrmre than one chain of amhoritic:s, 
But Mubammad thinb that tbr lradition of Abii Salma from 
Zayd b. Khalid is the most c:on-n:t. On the 1ubject 1herc.o are 
(traditiont) nlated by AbO. Bakr ~ddlq, 'All, 'A'ilhah, 
K.hlilid, Anu. 'Abd All.t.h b. 'Amr, Umnt l;lablba and Ibn 
'Umu".' 

2. "Q.utayba and Hannld and Abet Kur;ayb and Al;lmad 
b. Manl' and Mal;omiid b. Ghayllln and AbO. 'Ammlr have 
related tow. saying that Wakl' rel:ued 10 them rrom A'mMb, 
from l;lablb b. Abt Thlbit, rrom 'Urwa, rrom '•''itbalo that 
the Prophet (peace be on him) lr.iaed 110mc or his wivn and 
!h~:tt wcnt out ror olfcring praycn without performing ablu­
tiDlll. 'Urwa aaid 10 'A'ishan: 'Who o::ould this be but your­
lelrP 'A'ilhab lausbed. AbQ 'lsa sayt: A simib.r tradition 
baa been n:la1ed by many or thole who possc:ucd knowlcdge 
among the CompanioM and thc FoJlowcn, and this il thc 
opinion orsuryln al-Thaurl and or the jurists of Kara. They 
say daat a lr.isa doa not Yitiato: the abJution1. And Mlllilr. b. 
Alula and al-Auzli.'l and Shl6'1 a:nd Al;lmad (b. l;la:nbal) 
and bblq (b. &Aha way h) aay that a lcia cancels thc ablutiDlll, 
which il the opinion or many or lhose who poACUcd know· 
lcda;e amona the Companion• and thc Followcn. Vo:rlly, 
oqr people: (i.e. MSlilr., Abmad, clc.) did not lhllow •he tradi­
lion rclir.tcd by 'A'iahah rrom 1he Prophet (pcacc be on him), 
bccawe it did not appear lo bc scnuinc to 1hcm on account 
ofiu IMU. I heard Aba Bakr ai-'An&r or&a~a quote 'All b. 
al-Madtnt who laid thai Yabya b. Sa'ld ai-QaiJin dedan:d 
thit tradition u wealr. and 1aid that it wu lilr.c nothing (i.e. 

(I) JT,I..,_ 
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a.~«mely w.:al), I heard Mubammad b. llmli'U aim 
call it a weak tradition, ~aying that J:lablb b. Abl Thlbit 
DCVH rco:eivcd any tradition rrom 'Urwa. lbrlhlm al·'l"ayml 
allo related rrom 'A'iahah that thr Prophet (peace be on him) 
kissed hrr and did not pcrfimn ablutions artrrwanb. But 
this alto it not Cft'llinll', bcc:a...., lbr.tlolm al-Tayml is not 
known to have .-eo;civcd 1hit: lradition l'rom 'A'illhah. M a 
maurr ur rac:t, nuthina that hu been n:nivcd rrom lhll Pru· 
phel on thit tubjcct can be called 'genuine!'."' 

3. "AI;amad b. Mutoam~Md rrlatll'd to 111 (saying 1ha1) 
'Abd AllAh rlllalcd to Ul &om Fudayl b. Gha"wlln rrom IIIII 
Abil. Nq'aym rrom AbO Hurayra who uid 1ha1 AbO al-~ 
(i.ll. thll Prophet), tho: Prophel or Forgivenea (pea« be on 
him), uid that he who acc..lt'd hit 1lavll ralso:ly, whilll in rao:t 
the 1lave was &eo: rrom what had bcc:n ~aid about him, would 
be punillled on tho: Day ofjudpenl-xo:epl in euo: it•hould 
he u tho: mulo:r auo:no:d. Thill it a rm pnuine uadition. 
And on the tubjo:cl, tradit.ioou:arc ro:lated by Suwayd b. Muqa· 
rrin and 'Abel Alllh b. 'Umar. M l"or Ibn AbG Nu'aym, he 
is 'Abel ai-Ral;amln b. AbG Nu'aym whoae .t1111_,. i1 AbG al·, 
J:labm".1 

These three ex.amplm 1hould •uftice 10 show the nature 
of the remarks made: by al-Tirmidhl on I he 1radit.iou included 
in bU j....... Ho: deseriblld the traditiom, however, u ~ 
(pnuino:), /;ltua (rair), ~~ 1;1,_ (lenuine-fair),l;l._ ~ 
(r.it·lenuine), Gl/lfrij (rare), P.'i/ (wealr.), M....t.r (uadeter­
mirml), rk. The rnon important reaturc or the ,._ .. .., 
l'ar u the dett'l'mination of the relative value or reliability of 
traditialu. U coaeetned·is 1he description of (IOnH:) tradilio1111 
ul,fua(fair). 

To thit da-. beloD1 moat or 1he traditiou on whMo a 
laJ'8c put or the rituU aad Ia- or blam are baled. The 
term had bun already lllo:d by Abmad b. tlanu.l, ai-Buldolrl 

(I) JTJ,I,tS. 
(ll) AU.Ii,IL 
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and othc1111-but oparin~~:ly, and probably in a loooc 
ai-Tirmidhl reali:u:d thc importance of dtese AJ,dJ(I}j 

~o~~:.,~~;~!~.,:~~~~fE ~EJ!E~:~::~~: :r,:h,eh:.~\:!~i: 
ai-Tirmidhl has ddincd ai./D<II" lradition asont: !hat has been 

rdated by ~uch narraton "" arc not accuocd of f>1lochnod, 
provid~ it i• handed down by mor.- than one chaio uf au­
thoritic•. and is no! •·ontr'lr)" to whac ha& been rclatt'd by 'llhcr 
rcliahl<' narrator. in gcnc-ral. Such tradition~ cannot b., 
call<"d g.-nuinr, b.-cau~c thtir gc-nuincmess according 10 the 
traditin1>al •·anon~ ha• no! bn-n proved. It would be cqually 
wrong to declar" !hem 10 b.: entirdy unrdiahle, b.::acuoe 
neilher th" character of their narr;uon warrants ouch a 
jud.cmcnt, nor can it be justified by a compari10n .. ·ith lht: 
tradition• which have been handed down by reliable autho­
riti.-s in gcneral, Their rdiabilil)' or unreliability depcnds 
on the nature of !he particular 1radi1ion! and theeharactcr of 
thcir narra1nn, and mu•t dtcrcfnrc, be different in dilfcrcnt casn. 
Some of thne traditions may be nearly, though not .-l<actl)·, 
ll!l reliable as th" genuine !raditions. Some may be almoot, 
!hough not qui1c, as unreliable as traditioru~ related by un­
known narraton. 

In order to determine 1hU daD oftl'1ldi1ions and lh« dcgr.-., 
of its rcliabilily, ai-Tirmidhl drs.,ribed oome of th<"m ao ~~ 
/;latur, oome as /;141tllf, and somc as /;ltuda Glulrib. But he has 
no1 be(!ll qui1e coiUiiurnt in his use of the t.-nn /;laaa,on acco­
unt of which many uaditionists have crilicised him. Efroru 
have Hen made 10 explain hia incoruillency,invarioU5way..' 
8111 none of them can •atiafY a modun minute critic. Th., 
Jl111i' of ai·Tinnidhl, however, in iu generaiJciQnific fonn, 
and the nalure of iu eriQcilrn, b&l been accepted by the tradi· 
tioniall u a unique -rk in l:ftulltll litn-aturc. 

t1l MIS,B-IS. 

(2) MIS, 1• IT.; TR, 53-~. " 
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Tua SuNAN OF Al-•NA•i\ 'I 

AnothO'r imporlanl Su11<111 work is 1hat compiled by AbO. 
'Abd ai-Ra~mlin Al;lmad b. Shu'ayb al-Nu.i'l who Wa.l born 
in lh<' r,.ar 2H ur 215 A. H. (6or 7 y<'anafi,.rai·Tirmidht) at 
N;n.1', a 10wn in Khunuan. Having r<'~"ivcd his early edu· 
cati<>n in hi• own pro•·lnrr, hr went at tlu: ag,. of 15 10 Balkh, 
wh...-~ he •tudi<"d lraditioru will> Q.utayba b. Sa'ld for 
more than a year.' He !ravelled widely in punuit of /fl1dillt, 
and 5r~tkd down in F.g)·pt when one- of his teachen, Yllnu1 b. 
'Abd ai-"AI"-', w.u still living. In the year 302/914 he went 
to D:oru:un... Hac he found the inhabi!.llnlS holdiog enu­
"'"""" •·irw~ against 'All b. Abi T"-lib-under tht' inlluence 
or the Uman•tl•. In nrdrr to guide the p<'Ople tn the right 
eoune, he- oomposed 3 book un the merit• of'AII, and wantO'd 
to re:od it out frum the pulpit of 11 m<»que. The penple, 
in!lead of giving loim a patiO'Ill hearing, ill-treated him, 
kicked him, and dro'"" him ou1 of lh,. mosque. He was 
'"riou&l)· injur.-d, and could not live long after this incident. 
He di,.d in th<' year 303/915.' 

NW'I was re0011niud a• the beott traditionin of hU time. 
'Abd All.lh b. A~on•d b. l;lanbAI, Mul;lamm•d b. IbrAhim, 
lind some other imporlant traditioniau selected him unani­
mowly as the best of all the teachen of /ftldilll at the time, 
11nd 'Ali b. 'Umilr dt'clared him many a timt' il$ the forem011 
tnoditianist of his ag<'.• His care about traditiona il ~vident 
from th<' fuel that in connection with the lraditiom related 
by •1-l:l'.lrith ht' (N:ul'l) nevn used the term/ft~thl411ttl11d or 
.lfJ:II/JtiTttlliJ as h<' did in the case of thOIC! tndi1ion1 whi,.h had 
b<'al "''•ted to him by otht'l" teacha.. Nul'[ poinb out 
that the tnodiliorut he had to rt'late from ai·I;Urith ~reread 
by the lallt'l" within hU (Naaa'l'l) hearing. NuA'I hinqelf 
wu not allowed to aUCl!od th<' lectures or al-l;llrith, and thom::· 
foft h.acl to h<'Ar them by hiding: him~elf at the gate of tht' 
lt'ctur<' room. 

(1) TK.ii,8l-IH;WA,No.28. 
(2) &h, 70. 
\3) TdH,ii,268. 

---------
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In hia larsc -k on Su• (which he conrt.o:d to have 
containt'd a good many wcakanddoub1ruhraditioa.),al-NM1'1 
compllcd the Jesal tradition• which he conlidercd 10 be either 
rairly reliable or or poaiblc reliability. At lbe ro:quat of 
some of hill rricnd1, he also compiled out of tho: SUM a 1mallo:r 
work which i1 called ai·M•j,_., or •I..S-•l-$11JI!N. ai-Nul'l 
claimo:d that this 1maller work o;onlainf'd only n::liable tradi· 
dora. h it a«cpto:d u one of the 1ia caDOnical collections• 

Ia thill book, ai-NMI'I entirely ignOJ"o:d tho: point or view 
or hill ICnior contemporary,ai•Tinnidhl-viz. tho: quc:ltion or 
the apPlication or traditions to vari0111 problem~, thai lftisbt 
have been made by the different tchoob or tho: MUIIimjuriam. 
ai·Nad'l's main object wu only to o:nabli'h the text or tradi· 
Uon1 and the difl"n-enca between their various venion.­
almost allofwhich he quota u. •• ~~nuo, i111tcad of only rel"erring 
to them u Aba DI'Gd and al-Tirnaidhl had done. In many 
placn, he giva ho:adinp 10 the diffCI'CIIoces betweeA tbe variout 
na!Taton, and menriom the leut dilfe.-enccs amo~~r their 
naiTatiorw (which b. do:teribcd by Goldziher u 'pettifOaiRB').1 

But thU 'peniCogirq:' it or great importance to the eaactitude 
or. a traditionUt, and is not limited to the chapters on rituall 
only (u Goldzihe.r 1ayt), but abounch also in other chapten. 
In 101ne cua, after givlrq: the vari- versionl or a /:ldllll, 
ai-Nas4'1 point• out.ameofthem to be incorrect, 1nd.ame10 
be corr«t. In the choiee or his authorities, he had been 
11rict. 1u. a matter orract, it iltaid that his canomofcriliciam 
or the narrators were more 1trict thaD th01e or Mualim.1 The 
book, h-ewr. contain~ many weak and doubtful traclidont 
related by unkQOWn narraiOrl or doubtrul veracity.' 

THa SvNAN a. A&..-D':ilttMI ( 181·255{797-868) 

Another important s- work il that or ai·DAriml. It 
ill the eadiesl S.UU.tt worll received by us. An old m&~~Uicript 

(I) TK,ii,M. 
(2) .. SI,ii,:l~. 

(]) TdH,ii,261l. 

(-II KZ,iii,&QG-27. 

o.p. l-t6/I.S 
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eopy of the book wu broq:hl from Mc:c:e;o, and lilhogr.-phc:d 
utd publiahc:d in India al the: in~~u•ncc of Nawwlb !;iddlq 
tlaaaa Khln of Bho)NI, a creal pan·on of /J.Litla learning in 
lhc: Jail CC:niW'}'• 

The: auahor of 1hc: SINHIIIr, AbO Mubammad 'Abd Alllh 
b. 'Abd al-R.al)mll.n, dc::~cc:ndft!. from 1hc: Ara.bian lribe of 
BanG DArim, an ofr-shoot of the: src.oal d;uo of Banii Tamlm,1 

10 which he: bc:longft!. probably by 111111dldl. He: was born 
in 1hc: year 181f797. He: uavcolled a good dc:al in put1uit 
o( 1radi1ions, and 1tudied them with imporlant trndiaionial:ll 
ofhilllimc:---e.g. Yu.td b. Hlnln, S...'ld b. •Amir, and o1hc:n. 
Dlrirnl w• marll.c:d for hil interest in 1raditions and lOr hit. 
VCTac:ity and piety. The: kc:c:nness o£ hQ iluc:llc:cl, and hil 
wide: knowlecigr, wac: gc:nc:nally rccosniud. His o;Onlc:nt• 
man utd religiOUI..,. wc:rc: proverbial. He: was olfc:rc:d 
the post or • judie: •• Samarqand. Bul he: did DOl ac:cc:pl 
it u.a1il he: was Pf'C"c:d h;ord 10 do so. HaviDf ac:cc:p1c:d 1he 
JIDIII, he: taignc:d h jull a£1c:r dc:cidin1 uno: CMC: only.• He: 
dic:d in 1hc: year 255/868.1 

S.O.a~r al·Dirilfli hu Mc:n delcribc:d by SCJme imporuuu 
uaditionilu u a M~~mtll! work.• ThUi b obviollllly a mbudlc: 
-unlea the 1c:rm be usc:d in IU lniC:ral sc:~~~c:. Some: tracll­
tion.bu c.all i1 a Jatib (a collc:clion o( genuine lradltlom). 
Bu1 lhil also is a mb1akc:; £or the: booJr. conaai1111 many lradi­
tiom which do not 1alilfy the condi1ionl necc:aary £or 1cnuine 
traditiolq. 

The S.... contaim 3,5MI tradi1ion., which are arranced 
in 1,408 chap1en acconlins 10 their con1a1b. • One of the 
itpc:cial fc:aturm or the boolr. • ill p-nc:ral introductory chapter 
in which the: compilc:r bas cvUc:clcd tnsc:thc:r (in variout 
chaptc:n) ll'adh'- CDnnectc:d wilh certain prac:1ica o£ the 

II) SD,ed.ia.uo.6. 

(2) KAA,2111b;TdH,Ii,ll!l-17. 

1Sl,1KJo,ii,Sfl. 

(4) MIIS,p.tS. 

(S) SD,al.lnlro.,p.7;11M,48. 



'" Arabi belhrc lllam; tr.Witiont connected with the life and the 
cha:r:u:tn of the Prophet; tradition. mnnected with 1he writ­
ing down of tradition~, and traditiom about the hi11:h place 
of lmowi~IJI:, etc. In the pncral phm of the body of the 
book, ai-D.lriml hat IOIIowcd the same system IU had been 
l'allowcd by later compilers of S.U11 workt. In the body of 
the book, after -c nadhiont the compiler add• notet in some 
of which he giva his own opinion on certain problem•, o:r 
idcntiflw so;nne narraton, or criticise. their character, o:r 
poinb out the dilf'crence between their venions of a tradition. 
But such notes in tho: book are very few and too 1hort in com­
parison with thGic in the work• which have been discussed 
above. 

The book is sencrally accepted.,. reliable,' alld b.&~ bee• 
pronounecd by .ome tradhionins as the 1ixth ol1hc canonical 
coJicctionJ.• lku it never auained the positioa of aoy of the 
fint three worb, because it contaiat more weak aad defeetive 
traditiom than they da • 

Tqe: SUNAN or hill MiJA 

MMt of the tradhioniltt prd'er the S1111<1111 of Ibn Mlja to 
that of ai-Diriml, and include it among the IIKIIItreliable worb 
in Qtulillt, instead of the Iauer. The compiler a( this work, 
AbG 'AbdAIIIhMul;lamP'Iadb. Yazld, (generallyltnownPibn 
Mlja which was the title orhia rather or grand rather) wu 
born at (Ozwln in the year 209 A. H. He vUited the in'lporlant 
CCAh'el of leamiq In Penia, Mnopolam.ia, Arabia, Syria 
and £cypt, and learnt tradiaiaJU with well-known 1radi1ioniatt 
ofhU lime. He compiled.KYeral worbin/;ltiJilllofwhich abe 
-t Important k the s-. In this worlt,lbn Mlja ealleeted 
lagether 4000 1radidora in :!12 boob in 1500 ehapten. h il 
uported that havifll compiled the boalr., Ibn Mlja presc::ated 
i1 lOr critieian 10 AbO Zar'a, the beat criaie or q.Jid. at dae 
time. AbO.Zar'alikcd thcscncnlplanofthcworlt:u well • the 

(I) MIS, I~ 

(2) MAA, l•tra. 

IS) JtZ.v, SfO. 
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arrBIIIemm.t of the: mate.-ial, and remarked that he n:peetnl 
that thil work would supcncde the IJtulitll worb which had 
beea in 1eneral Ule. He at.o 1aid that the: number of the 
weak uaditionl in the: book wu not lar~C" (more than 30).' 

But the: book wntaias a 1ood many traditioN which 
have been decl..-ed by authol'ities on the: subj«t, 111 rurgcd 
ona. Shaylr.h 'Abd al-Uaqq of Delhi say:o tltal the uildi· 
t.ioDS about ~win (a town in Penia to which Ibn Mlja 
bi!Jonsnl) ..-e !Urged ona.• Ibn ai-.Jauzl has dc:darcd in hil 
WOI'k on MuiM'II that all the traditions on the meriu or 
illdiYiduall or tribes or towns arc IOrfcd. onn. And many 
euch traditions are found in SIIBII /611 M4jtl. 

TBII: Su"AM OP .M.-0.\a..\ClUI'Jfl (306-385-A·H·) 

Another s.,... WOI'k or - importaacc w81 compiled 
by AbQ al- U81an 'All b. 'Umar, a:enaally kaown .,. aJ. 
Dl.raqutni (on account or hill residence in the quaner called 
Dlr Q.uPI in S.,hdad). 

ai-Dk.aqutnl w81 born in the year 306/918. He learnt 
and ac:ellcd in Arabic literatun: and variOUio lslilmic ecienca 
~cially, Traditi01111 and the Readinp (fiN'•) o£ the 
Qt~r'ln. Hil boolr; on the: Iauer subject has bun aclr.aowlcdced 
u the fin I work of ill type the 1ena-al plan of which hu been 
fOllowed by all the later authon. His kaowleda:e ofttu: Arabic 
laupaq:e wu recosnized by the authoritiet on the aubject 
dlll'iq hill own life-time. His wide bowledlfC of tradi­
tloas, tbeir nanaton and the narrAton' character had bcca. 
adrained. by his c:ontempor..-ia .. well81 by bils~~CCa~Gn.• 
Abel 'Abd AUih Mul;11um:nad (senenlly knowa u al-l::lllr.im) 
ofNiahlpllr, lh~~: lft'al critic oftraditicmt. Aba Nu.'aym AlpnMI 
of hfaban (whole t/i{1al aJ..A.ii11" ia uid 10 be the bat _.. 

(I) 1'dii.I1.20!JII'. 
t2) MAA,Iauo. 

tl) TB,.U.:M-fO. 
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on the biography of the saintt), 1 Tammt.m of Ray (the author 
of the Fawd'id), and 'Abd ai·Ghanl b. Sa'ld, the traditioniu, 
were students of DAraqu!nl and recognized his wide uitical 
knowledge of l;ladiiA. 

ai-I;IU.im who naJTated naditiont from about 2,000 
traditioniu.11 remarked that he never had met a traditionilt 
like DAraqutnl. For whenever any subject wu dilcUDed 
with him (Dllraqu!nl), he shuwed wide knowledge of it.• 

ai·DAraqulnl wu spcciallyintcr""'tcdintraditioru on which 
subject he was taken as the belt authorit)' in hil time. EvCTY 
traditionist who visited Baghdad made it a point to 1~ him, 
and acknowledged hil grcatna~~. AbU Man}Ur b. al-Karkhl, 
while compiling his Mw11ad, dcpmded upon Dll.raqutnl's 
help in determining the defective traditions; and on the notQ 
which were dictatnJ by Daraqu!nl tu AbU Man,ur, AbU Bak.r 
ai-Bo.rqll.ni has bued his work on uaditioru.• He o.bo ren· 
dcrcd mouerial help in the compilation of a Mu ... adwork to 
Ibn Hinz.l.ba, the able o.nd learned minUter of the U:luhldid 
rulers of Egypt. Having learnt that the M1mrod was being 
cOmpiled, Dkaqutnl travelled from Baghdad tu Egypt and 
sto.yed there till the work wu completed. Throughout this 
period Ibn HinzAba showed him great respect and regard, 
and at the end bQtowcd upon him rich reward•.• 

Dl.raqu tnl himself composed many weful work.. on /;ladidl 
and connected subjecu. A lid of them U. given by WQstcnfcld 
in hill work on the Shifi't..• The most important of thc::sc 
works for our purpose U the s.,,..,. which wu recognized al 

one of the reliable compilations of /;ladil!-nu.t in importance 
to the till canonical collectioru. It w;u wed by ai-Baghawl 

(I) WA,No.32. 

(2) l~iol. No. 626. 

(3) Aiol.p.38. 

;4) ll>iol. 

(S) Aiol. Not. L~2,+f5. 

t6) Sh,No.2S5 
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(d. 516 A.H.) u one or the chief" 1<1Ul'Ut lOr hil M1111MJ Ill­....... ' 
Wraqu!nl hu n>llccted to~thn- in his .SU~~t~• 1w:h uadi­

tionl as he conaidered to bl" rairly rcliablc, and he hu given 
thcir various /•AI• and diH"I:n'nl vcn.imLS. or the very fint 
/;;ltljillr, fur exa1nplc, hl" hu given 5 diO"crcnl vcni0111, with Sf 
diffc:n-nt chains ofautlaoritia,I<Jmeor whic:h hl"hu d«lared u 
wcak (BM, 48). Hc addl 10 certain tradition~ IOD\C notal in 
which he tria~ to fix thl"ir dc:grcc orMiiability and thc idcndty 
or •omc of their narrators, and criticiln their charac:tcr and 
reliability. Thc number or weak 1raditi0JU1 in hil s-, 
hDwcver, • rairly larze. h i• al any ratl" lar~r !han in any 
of the St1111111 worb included in 1he c:.noniaal collecti01111; and 
theufore it hu not been included among them. 

TJn. 5UNAM OP AL.oiiAYHAQ.I (384-458}99 .... 1065) 

After DAraqu~nl an01hcr s- w.u compiled by AbG 
BUr Al;l.m;ul b. al·lofUia)'n or Bayhaq, a .,-oup of viii&~G 
near NllhlpQr. ai·B•yhaql wu born in the year :!184. He 
1tudinl tnuli1ion1 with marc 1han 100 eminent traditionllis 
of hil timc-includinc AbQ 'Abd Alllh ai·Uikim, one of 
the p-eatan tradilionilt• of the time, or whom aJ.Bayhllql 
wu the DKIIIt eminent pupil. Havinc exc:cllcd in the vart­
lllamic •ciena~, al-Bayh11ql bqan hit career u an author, 
and compoacd a large aumbcr or worb on tradldon• and on 
the Shafi'l I}'Stem or Muhammadan law. Some of the.c 
-rb are aaid 10 be unparallcled in the hiltory of Arabic: lila-a­
turc.• ai-Bayh~~q1'1 rcputatioa u a lnditionist and a jurllt 
attraetcd the auentioa or the Mu.lim acholan or NllhlpQr, 
who iavitcd him to 1hcir IOwa lltld requated hiat 10 read 
oae or hil books with them. They recoplaed hie. cnu­
whcn their requeu had been panted by hUn.• He died ill 
the year 451/1065. 

(I) N8a,2. 
12) TK.,iil,4. 
(3) ltU.!o5. 



... 
ai·Bayhaql wu a prolific writer. his aaid that he composed 

about 1000 baoJi1 and trcatiHI. Anumg th"m hU twn s..­
worlcs ;ore well known. h il laid that thf')' uc unique in 
their grnrul plan and the method of trc;o.tmcnt,l 

T11~ Strrr.ur o• SA'hl a. MAH~va (D. 227/841) 

Earlier than all the S.Ua worb mentioned above i!. that 
ot AbO 'UthmA11 Sa'Td b. Man'!Gr b. Stm'ba. He w .. 
born ;u Mcrv, and W&!l brnuf!:hl up at Bodkh. He wandcnd 
through a large part of the hhunic world, and at last ..:·nlt'd 
down in Mecca wbnc he died in the year 227 /HI. 

Hc learnt traditions with prominent naditioni\u lilr.c 
Mllilr., J::lammad, AbO 'Awlna and uthen; and frum them he 
related AbUitlt to •uch trMiitiollitu .. saincd great ~putation 
at a later period-e.g. 1\olualim, Abil Dl'ild and Abmad b. 
ttanbal who had respect and "'l•rd frw Sa'ld b. MllJitilr.• 

He compiled hi• s.,..," about the end of hil life, and is 
1a.id to have had lft'al confidence in hill wark.1 The Sua 
ill aaid to have containr.d a large number or 1uch •radi1icml 
&I had been uccivcd by him rrum Mul,ammad throuch 1hree 
mediums• only. 

Tna SuiCAN or A•U MutJ.lM AL-KAINIIII (o. 282/895) 

Another or the early s,, worb ia 1hat or AbO Mutlim 
lbnlhlm b. 'Abd Alllh ai-Kuluhl. Hia IIi•'• hu bef.n vari­
OUIIIy eaplained i.e. by reference 10 hill b'riialhcn, or hhl 
phu:e of rclidcac:e (a village c:allcd Kuhah in the provinc:e 
of Khu11iatan).• The lauu explanation secnu "'be 1upporled 
by 1h" rarl 1ha1 he 1uolr. a prominenl pwl in the baula whic:h 
were rouJhl near Khuablan. 

(I) KZ,ili,627. 

t2) TdH,II.~. 

(S) 'IT,m,No.l~8. 

~~~ 1dH,ii,5:11M',:tl. 
(5) KAS.oub......,. 
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He learnt tradition• wi1h eminent ttadltklniaU .,r his lime 
IUr.e Ab6 '-"im .J-Nabll, AbO 'AwAna .and othas. 

He vW1ed Baa;hd.ad where he delivend 10111e lecturtl 
on tradiliDn!l. Hit fame and repulatton anractcd an 
inerrdibJy Iars<" numbrr or 11uden1s. Hi• voice could 
not reach all or 11H-m. s .. ven pcnnns, thcrernl't', wne appoin­
ted 10 reproduee hi. lrc1urcs 10 such or his audience a~ could 
not h<"ar him. After he finilht'd hit l<"ctures aod lhe crowd 
clewed up, til<" place occupied by them wa1 meuun:d and the 
ink-poll ld\: by aueh or them as had brought them with them· 
•elve~~ in order to tal<" a01et rrom his lecture Wll!re counted, 
and thut the number of the audience wu eatimatcd to have 
b«n mor<"than40,000.Ab6Mu•limdicdintheyear282. A.H. 1 

AbO Muslim devoted hit bat o:-tror• and attention to hit 
s.r- whic:h it taid to have con1aincd many such tnditi­
al had been rec:eived by him rrom the Propher, 1hrouch 
thl't'e narr.aton only• 

Many other s- wotb had been compiled by the ditre­
rent uaditionisu, but lew of them acquired any importance 
or recosnidon in 1he Muslim world. · 

THE Mu'JA.,_ Wo11:111 

lftough the MM'jiJ• works never acquired the imponance 
or IlK' Sar- worb in /:ffllitA lilerature, )"CI many of them 
we,... compiled 1ide by lid<" with the MIIJriiJiis and the S~MC~S. 
The beat known of them are the M•'i- of AbO ai-QJ.sim 
Sulaymln b. Al;l.mad b. AiyGb ai·Tabarlnl who il 1enerally 
kno- by hi• •isH. 

ai-Tabvl.nl w• born al liberi.aa in 260/873. He travelled 
in punuit of traditiom throu1h a large part of 1he Islamic 
world, and vilitcd all 1he impattant untrn of l;ltMfd leunint: 
in Syria, £cypt, Arabia, Mesopcllamia aad Penia. He 
learnt uadition~~ lrom 1000 1radi1ionilb of hill lime. HaYilll 

!I) TdH,ii,IM.. 

<II Til, \"i,l22 
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emnplcted bia Jludia, he •ettled down at Israhan in 290/902, 
whe~ a pension wu fixed lOr him.l He lived lOr 70 yean, 
teachtnl UDtllllr 10 students and «nnpiliar various works 
on the subject. He died in the year 360/970 a1 1he qe or 
100 yean. 

Hia wide leaminc or lraditioRI and hia piow, reliable 
character u their narrator hu been generally recogniud.s 

or hil works, a lin or which ia IOund in the TIIIIIIAina 
al../;lflff4(,1 the mwt important are the three M!ljtiiiiS. The 
lars;elt or 1hem, commonly known u 111-MII~• 111-lrlllrr, il 
really a MIUiftlfl work.• It c:on1.ain1 about 25,000 tradilionl 
which have been collected tosethcr UJKICT the D~ or the 
variou Companion~ by whom they are narra1ed, the names 
beinc IUT'8ngcd in alphabe1ical order. The medium (-JtJI) 
M11.'jtl• orTab&ranl is abo alarse work diviclcd inlo 6 volu-. 
It contaiftl the rare traditions nunted to the compiler by 
hill teache:n whose names IOfCther with their tradi1ions are 
civen in alphabe1ical order. The author 100k pride in thill 
work which 1h0W11 his wide knowledge or the 111bjcct. But 
i1 contains many weak tradiliom. The smallest or T.aba­
rlnl'l Mlljtllll worb is known u td-M11.'jtl• td-$tJ~Air and hu 
been lithotrraphcd at Delhi. This book il, according to the 
compiln'l own 1tatcmen1, hit fint Ma'jtl• arul contain~ only 
·one tradition related by each or hill le.achcn.• But we fiod 
that about the end orthc book the compiler hu pvcn two or 
three tnditimu with the ••me 1•111-

Many ocher Mll'jtl• worb had been compiled before 
and aOeor tho.e olai-Tabarlnl. Some of them are meatiooed 
by l;lljl Khallra.' 
\i)""Td~----- ··------------

(2) KAS. :1661; Mlln,lii,511-12. 
(:1) TdH,iil,l27-28. 

(f) KZ,Y,UOJ. 
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The works in /:l.lltlt litc:raiUre have been c:lusiJied by the 
traditionistll into four c:al~io::s aMOI'ding to their rcliabili1y 
and imporlanc-e. To the lint catc:gcwy betong th01c: works 
which arc: c:onsidc:nd as the m01t reliablc:. Tho::sc are (i) the 
M,_"l of Mllik, (ii) ~~· IJf./Jdltlri, and (iii) .f4.q, Mtuli•.1 
The laller two worb indudc alm011 all the tradition~ 
contained in the M.-"1, on account of which •nost ol 
the imponant traditioniMs did nol include 11 in the aix 
canonical collccUons. These three boob have been generally 
accepted as authentic since the life-time of their au1bon. 
The M~~~N!rl was declared by ai·Shl.li'lu the 111011 authc:Diic 
book after the Qpi-'Sn. 1 Thc: ,s.(lqt af-Bdltlri wa, u b .. 
.Jrc:ady bc:en laid rccc:ived by 90,000 Sludc:ntl &om thc: author 
himself, and wu aecepted u rc:liablc: by iraponant 1radi1ioailta 
or hil time--c:.g. Abii ai-J,,uan b. ai-QanJ.nl and othc:nt. 
Thc: ~.q, o( Mualim abo did n01 take 1onf: to rccci.vc the 
ao:nc:ral I"CCOJIIition or the traditionil.u. 

To thc: 1c:o:ond catqory bc:lona the four s.,., works wliich 
tosc:thCT with thc: two ~ arc: known ill IJI•Iillld IJf..SiiNI. 
The tc:ndc:ncy to associate .ome of thc: s.,,...,. WOI"b with 1hc 
rwo ~ appc:an, u Ooldzihc:r hu ahown• 10 havc: bqun 
about the middle ofthc: IOurth ccnuuy when Sa'ld b. ai-Salr.an 
(one of the diltinpilhed tradilionisu who died in 3$3/964 
in Egyp1, and whlllc: Mlll4-f w• ~cognized a century 
after hil death by Ibn tilazm • one of t.hc ba1 CQIIcc:lions 
or I;IMitA) bad once dc:clarcd that the •- ~.,of ai-Bukhlrl 
and Mu.lim and 1hc: two s-~ or AbG Da'Gd and al-Nul'l 
were the founda1ionr; of ltlam. After ..,me time the 3._ .. 
of al-Tirmidhl WM addc:d to the above JOur boob and the 

(I) HB,i..I:U.S4. 

\2) lliJ. 
(J)' MIS,._ 

\4) FM.I6. 

(5 Mlii,U,2&2. 



... 
five '-b lqJethcr were giv"n the dbtinpishcd title or ai­
U,II tii-KiuJ-.' 

It ill dillic:uh to determine when the J"'i' oral-Tirmiclhl 
received the recognition or the traditionUu in general, Ibn 
l:lazm wtaose list of reliable wrwb in /;ltn/Uir we have receival• 
made Htmc .::riticillm agaimt the book, bn:ause it o;ontained 
traditioru rcbotcd by al-M&~~IGb and al·Kalbt.• But it is 
probable that the general rec:oanition or Tirmidhl's J.,i. 
pnceded that or the work or Ibn Mll.j .. whio:h was added 10 
the five boob (rillilina: the number or the c.nonical oolh:clionl 
to 1ix) lOr the lint time by Aba al-Fadl Mul;lammad b. 
TAhir who di~:d in the b"ll:inning or the lixth "entury (50Sf 
1113). But u Gold~ht'r hu pointed out, throughout the 
1iztb cenawy lhc pride or place wu dcniltd by the traditionins 
to the S.U. or Ibn Mlja. Ruin b. Mu'l.wlya {d. 53S/IIf0) 
in hill Compendium ordae Six Boob (TIIjri4al-$if!~ al-Sitla}, 
Ibn ai·Khiii'TI' (d. 581/1185) and al·l;llziml (d. 584/118+) 
did not recognize the S•urr or Ibn M4ja a1 a canonical collec­
tioa. h wu jull a ceauary aflcr Mubammad b. Tlhir 
that the book wu again recoa:nized u one of the six collec­
tiona of l)dlt" by 'Abd ai-Ghanl (d. 600/1203) in hil •1-
lialflll ./1 M•'rif•t 111-Rijll, by Ibn ai-Na_ijlr (d. 6f3/1245) 
in hil Rijll •1-lillhlb •1-Sitlll, by Ibn Taymlya (d. 652/1254) 
in hi• fll-MIIIIIIIfl (which wu based on the •ill boob including 
the s-trr oflbn Mlja), by Najlb ai·Din b. ~yqal {d. 672/1273) 
In hil coll«tion or traditiom, by Sham. ai-Din al-jazarl 
(d. 711/1311) In hil -r• on the 1Ubjc:c:t, and by al-Mizzl 
(d. 742/1341) in hil A,.l.f. It may, therefore, be Uluaned 
(u Goldziher •unaa) that from the 1eventh century the 1ix 
boob had been 1enerally recosnized by the whole world 
of bllun u the reliable collec:tionJ of 1./d•-,.• 

But within thee &iz. boob ir the position of the t- $or41itJ 
wu alwap 1upre:me and unparalleled, the place of the Su•rr 

(I) Tk,29. 
(2} /tU.H. 
tS) BU.56. 
(4) MSI,il,282-'3. 
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of Ibn Mlja always rcmaiiUid. doubd"ul. AbO 'Umu 'Uch­
mln b. ~l.l;a {d. 643/124~) and followiq him ai-Nawawl 
(d. 676}1277) and abo Ibn Khaldllln {d. 808/lfM) ra:ognizcd 
only five boob. Dnd excluded the s-" of Ibn M.lja &om the 
catqory of 1he scnually ag:cpled boob.' Ibn ai-Aihlr 
al-Jazrt• (d. 630{12:!1t), Shaykh 'Abd ai-Uaqq of Delhi,• 
ADd otbcn replaced i1 riiiiH by the Muwt~l/il ar the 8-.. 
af ai-DJ.riml. The ather worb included in 1hc 1ix beat WOJ"b 
have been ao;c:eptcd by all the imparlant Mulim doo;tan 
af balh the Eaat and the Well aa the .nasi authcnlic wwb 
and were inc:ludccl in the vario,.. aelcctions af che bat ceo 
wwb in l;lftitlt. 

The main p-ineipJm which 111ided tbc traditiooitlll i.o 
1iving p-d"crcncc ta 1hcse 1UI worb appear Ia be che facu :-

(i) chac chrir compilcn laid down ccr1aio prim:iplel 
of chc cri1iciua and tclcccian af l;lftil" lOr cheir 
collcccianll; 

(ii) lhal the p-incipal par&a af tho:ir coniCDD COIIIiltcd 
of ICftuine ar fair tradidam, and 111Ch of them ., 
were weak were ci1ber ua1cd ta be to. or wen: ncali· 
aiblc in aumber; 

(ill) chat the au1hari1ics on chc tubjcct bad a:amlned 
in dnail the value af 1hc variau tradiciaaa, disc:uled 
1hc rcliabili1y af their narratan, and C!Cplairu:d the: 
rare _.UIIA contained in 1hem so thai the merit • 
well u tbc dcmcri1 of 1he warb aAd the rdiabiU1y 
w the unrcliahilily af their CODtcall had bcea 6-
c:IIDCd aad made lutawn; aacl 

(iv) tba1 the traditioniiD in pncral haYin1 CU~Dincd 
tbcm choroqbly, acnpccd chem u reliable &Ad UICd 
lhcm • hachuionl lOr alabli.hlq 1cp1 priaciplc:t 
and tbealapcal iafuenN~. 

(I)WS.,Iac.cil. 

til) lliol.ii,26K!. 
(S) BU. 11$47. 



"' To the third cato:g<;>ry belong •uch MII.IMih, M"'fllltlllf.t 
ud othcr collecliona ;u had be.,n compiled before or afu:r 
the $J~il,u of al-Bu.khil.rl and Mu.lim, contained reliable 
a. well Ill unreliable traditioN, and had not been thoroughly 
examined by the !raditioniou nor lugcly used by the jurisu. 
Such arc the Mwm<Uis of 'Abel b. l;lumayd and of Abll Dl'l!.d 
ai-Tayilisl, and the Mlllfllllldj worlu of 'Abd ai·Ranlq, of 
Abll Bakr b. Abl Shayba and othcn. 

To the fourth caiCfiOry belong the collcctiom of ~.Wllb 
made, by u10;h CQmpilen .u collected together during a later 
period such tradition~ a. were not found in the works of lhc 
early compilcn, and included in their collections a IUJC 
number of forged tr.-ditiona. The M..n.tul of al·Khwlcazml 
may be included in this c:laa. 

According to lame authorities on u-aditionJ, 1 there U a 
fifth category of /:{adith worb which consisu of auch tradi­
tions aa ue dedaud by 1he Muslim doclon 10 be un~liable 
•nd forged onea. 

-(1) ~.r.ShlloWallyAILl.hC>fO.Ihi. S...HB.i.I:H-3~ 



CHAPTER VI 

SOME OF THE SPECIAL FZATUilU 

TilE tiADITK LITERATtJilE 

Every branchofliteraturedevdopseertainspcdal features 
on account of it:J particular oubjecl•matter, 1he special cha· 
racier of th<" people who l"ultivat" it and take part in its 
dC"Vclopment, and the opccial rocial or political or historical 
canditiono in which it origina1es and Rourishes. /,ltulillr 
literature is no exc<"ption to this rule. Its hero, the Prophet 
of hlam, and the movement started by him auracted the 
l<"rious aii<"Dtion of .Ul thc pcople of Arabia, including his 
friend• a& wcll u hio cnemio. His words and dccdl were 
minulcl)· o!Js.,n.·ed by his opponcnts as well as by his supporten. 
His opponcnl• made use of !hem in their opposition to him. 
His supporlcrs 1ried to 101\ow him scrupuloualy in whatcver 
hc did or oaid. The reports of his words and dceds sct'Vfll 
IQ a basis for the Llamic Jaw, the blamic 110eialsy1tcm and the 
lolamic polity. 

On accaum of the great importance of thcoe reporlll, 
th<" Proph<"t'• cnnnio ;u well as some of hill misguided friencb 
forged a large numbrr of them, and fabdy auributed them to 
him. But his oinccre fricnds and followcn tried thcir beu 
to check 1h""e forgeries, :md ntablished certain principle~ 
for the sake of criticising the forged reporu and of establishing 
the truc onCI amonll' them. They madc it imperative for cbe 
report"" to givc thc names of the narralon through whom 
they re<:eivcd !he reports. This ehain of narraton is known 
amonx 1he traditionilts u the •)'!Item of ISJJU. They tried 
to bc as Cllact i.n their rcporbl u wu humanly pouible. Thc 
womcn u well the men took prominent part in transmitting 
lhcsc, reports to the futlliC gcncratiollll. They dedarcd .. 
unreliablc all those reponcn who were ouapccted of making 
forgery in their reports. ln ordcr 10 check their vuacity, tbe 
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lraditionUIS ereated a huge literature on the life and chara.ctu 
of every reportu-i.e. the As"'4'4l·Rijdl. In criticisin~t the •us­
preted reponen, the traditioniats did not differentiate betwrm 
the hi~th and the low, 01" between the rulen or their uffu:iab 
and the commun people. ru a mattu of fact, the important 
•prdalillu and <:ritia of thee repurten fr<:n<:Tally diuociated 
thenuelve from the •tate officials, from the partioan.o in the 
civil war betwcen the vario~ pattie. of the Muolirn1, Uld from 
the Se<:tarian leaden. 

Thl!!lle special featllro::l of l:ft~r/{1/t lituatllfC and ofiudevoto:r:o 
will be dealt with in detail in the following pagea. 

I. Foao~:av IN 'IADh"H 

h hall been a<:ccpted by all the tn.ditionUII that then: hall 
been eummitted a great deal of forgery in /:ltulirA. lmlm 
AI) mad b. J;lanbal 'aid that in no other branch of lit<"ratllre 
there had been committed so much forgery :as in /fodillt and 
To.fiir. The vel)" cxUtence of a large literature on the 
Mau;fl'll (l"orged traditions) is "' sure proof of e•llrn,ive for­
gery committed in /:lt~dfllt literature. On :liCCount of these 
forgeries the whole of fft~r/{1/t-literatu.-.. hall be .. n. branded by 
several Orientalistt a& unreliable and inallthentic. 

h is an intel"<"lting problem to determine the pcriod when 
forgery in /ftulitlr began. Sir William Muir ill of the opinion 
that it began during the ealiphate of 'Uthmln. 1 But I think 
that it OJ"ijJinated during the life-time of the Prophet himself: 
His opponmu could not have failed to forge and attribute 
to him worde and deeds for which be w .. not T"Spunaible. 
It wu their purpo~e in thllll mU-reprl!!llenting him to aroU$t 
public opinion agaimt him. As a mauer of fact, Ibn !;tum 
h;u accepted thio explanation, and qlloted an incident which 
took place during the life-time uf the Prophet. He says:­
After the Prophet'• ltijrtl, a man went to a subW"b of M,adlna, 
and told a tribe living there that the Prophet had given him 
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aulbarity over them. He had raaned to thill &aud brca111e 
be wanted to malT)' a &irl who wa~ a rMmbcr of the lribe, 
10 whonl be hiid prapaHd marriqc before the Hijra, bu1 
who had rwvn ~~~ gi\·ea in marriap In him. TIM: tribe 
Kill a -~ to the Praphrt 10 make enquiria ccmcerniaa 
the .uthority thai w• claimed in his name. The Propha 
cleDoun«d the p~1ntdcr, and ordered thlll be be pill lo 

deaah-ifbc: were ulll alive.' 

Thr Hypocritm (Maqi',....) mull have fOrpcl a pod 
mUiy h"aditio,.. uu:l anributed tban 10 the ProplteL Dwina: 
the- caliphate of AbO Bakr abo, when apo~tasy hlld rUed 
its hr.ad, it is not unlikely that IOfllt: of the apollatn ahould 
have l"ortl:ed such rradltioftl u miallht suit their pw-pou: It 
may be- due 10 this l'ort;ery that AbO Bakr and 'Umar b. ai­
KhaUib were a:traaely IU'ict in ..:aptintr tradio- which 
were nponal 10 than. · 

During the cilliphalC of 'Uthmln, the forsery o( traditionl 
b«AIIIr more "'mmon. Some of the member! of the putia 
into which the Mwli11111 WeR then divided, '-led traditianl 
in order to advance their party intcrnt. By and by, tbill 
pranicc -uiiiCd lllrJIICT dimriDionl. 11u.- various polilical 
putlrs, tho: her-rti.:., the profeuional preao:hen, and wen -c 
of lhe 1i11ccrc Cod-r.,.rirq: Mll!llinu (who lhought ltrat it w• 
Ml ao:t c6 reli&ioua 111erit to IOrp traditiOM ia order to induee 
people to lmd a pioullil'c and 10 do what U laicl dow11 by 
nlaaWn), all made thrir coatribuliiiM 10 tbe iac:rcuiar 1tock 
or uadirion~ rely aauibllled 10 the Prophc:t. 

nc hcrftiCI alone IOrpd. tboUIMdl. of tradilionl.• But 
._c dUIJCI'OI*I than thcac we~ lhc leaden of the polilic:al 
partie~ aDd the rcJifrkna KCU. Tl!ey alio bpd tradiUonl 
ia pt..,.c of their dlll"crent leaden and bro 1uppon or their owa 
view~ on rclitPo111 prabacm.. Still ~ daqei'OUI were tbc 
~al prcadtcn aDd ltory-tellaa wbo, in order 10 

-;-;~i".i:.,.,...,..._ 
I'll Tll,IOS. 
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aurr.c:l r. laQ!e numb...- uf nrdulntM CJ>mmon pcoplr, to111a:& 
many of such u;adition~ ;u. would ea~ily appral to common 
men. 1 

All these vuio ... groupa of l"ot~cn .,realcd a havOf. in 
~ladiiA lileratur.,. But in onlrr 10 meet thW RTc&l da~cr of 

~~~:'7~cc-:: :::i~o~:l ~~~i~n:::i~:!:::e,~:u:: 
of lmU and laid down imporllllll principln which .,., dis­
cuacd in the worb on Di"Jfll •l-#adiiA (Cri1iciam nf H11dil4). 

2. THt 5Vsn.N OP lmdd (CHAUI OP T&Al'lafi"TTZU) 

Each !radition in every eoll«!ion or lradi!iOIII (till the cad 
or the 1hird century of I he Hijra) contai111 1h., chain or ia 
truumincn-from the Proph"' or from a Companion or (rorp 

a Follower down to the Jut rcporlcr or th., compiler. nc 
lraditionis"' called tbil chain ofuansmincn an laM or autho­
rity. 1Rcy anadted great impol1ancc 1o it, and ccnQido:ftd 
it as an indiapen5able part of a 1radition. They tried to 
determine lhe relative v;o.lue or th., rdiability or !he vuious 
l.rr.Us and of 1heir diffuent daaes. Tlu•y produced a vut 
literature on 1hc biographit:1 or the nansmittcn for iu. take, 
and dcwlapcd !he lfSiem into almo1t a scimce. Since the 
compila1ioa of 1he rollcctionl of tradition~ and !h., compo­
aition of the wnrb on the various ronn«lcd subjccl>l, they have 
applied the m.,1hod of /s>~U. 10 1h01" wnrb as wdl as 1hcir 
manuscrip... In 1his system of /DOU the Muslim~ have 1akm 
KTCal pride. 

To deterrnin., !he ori«.in of 1he •}"SI"m of /•aU il a difficult 
but inlcrcsling probl.,m. Cae1ani1 lllld Horovitr.1 hr.V<' tried 
to wlv., it. A. Harley hu summarir.ed. !heir rondtaiom in bia 
introduclion to the Mu-J of 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'AJJa.4 And 
Prof. J. Rnb.on hu culleetcd u:~~eth.,r most of wh111 has bttn 

!2! Anb,t,30. 
(lJ J.Honmm,AI ... -u .. ,_,.,,...,~.Dn,_,..,. 1917)pp.J9-47. 

(41 JASB. 1924, PP· 40-1--403. • 

O.P. 146/17 
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wrinen by th" Muslim ..::loolan and the Orkntalilla on the 
IUbJect, 1111d hu tried 10 C'VIIIUatc it. 1 

Cnct11ni tried to show that th" ayst"m of bf!ltl could not 
have originated among th" Arab.. The wild d~lation of 
th" Arabi"n deserts, and the restive nature and characta of 
th" primitiv.,, ignorAnt, uncivilized and intolnant Arabi 
did not 111it its origin and early growth among them. But 
Cactani'a contention il b;ucd mo~ on presumption than on 
facl!l. If accepted, it will only prove that th" ~}-.tern of 
Jr,.,ti did not originate with the Arabo. With whom, then, 
did it originate? The great Italian oricntaliot hao failed to 
give any example of it! \UC by any other people. 

Professor Margoliouth abo in his lectur~ on the Arabic 
Historiam only U)'ll,~ fliurtu~l, that the G~eb and the Roman! 
rarely used it 1 

Profnsor Horovitz l1;u carriM hio researches further. 
Giving seven! imtancea from the JewUh \it.,raturc, he h85 
proved that J.,.u wos ul"d by the Jew• before the Arabs. He 
has also tried to show that iu UAC in the J"wish litcnnur" was 
found "aa cady as the M01aic period, and by the Talmudic 
timG its chain a.sumed mormou. length, the !ubj«t•matta 
being of the m011t varied nature".• 

But the main facta discover"d by the minute rGearcha 
of the di:otinguUhed modern German Orientalist had already 
b«n deAlt with by a mediaeval scholar of Andalusia, Ab1l 
Mubammad 'All b. Al:>mad, in his 4f-Fi14lfi41-Mi/4/, 1 

Abll Mul:>ammlld (36'!1-456/994-1064) il commonly known 
as Ibn l;lazm, and U rccognizrd by the MlUiim 1cholan u 
one or the great~:~~! ll"ni\Ues of hlam, and a! one or the two 
most prolific Mu1lim writcn-th., other b..ing the f:amolU 

(I) "The hn.ld in Mu•tim Traa.liti<•n", "'PrintC'd fn>rn •h~ .,._,;..,, 
~flo\> c;w,_, u~-"(1 o.;,.,., s..,;.,_., pp. 1~26. 

(2) AoH,20. 

tS) I»<IJI-,I,...til. 

l4) fTM,ii,67•711. 
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hilllorian, Mu~ammad b. jarlr al-Tabari1 Ibn l:fazm 
hu deac:ribed in delail 1hc vviout lOrn~~ of 1be traQIImi$on 
or mauen ~la1ing 10 the bhomic rdigion rrorn ahe Prophel 
or lalam IO lhe futuro: IO:Deratioou. He hu divided them iaiO 
•iaciiiiKI.:-

(i) llae tranamWion f'ram the Prophe~ to 1he ruuarc te· 
nerationa by an overwlu:bning number of penom, 
Mllllim as well a1 non·MU1Um, of every gencraaian, 
withoul any difrncno;c or opinion among 1bcm; 

(ii) their unutimou• tran1miasion by all d~e MU1Iim 
docaon of every JC:Dn'alion t.inc;c the time or ahc 
PTophc1; 

(iii) their ttannnU.ion ff'Om 1he Prophel by rdiablc per­
toni or known idcn1ity and otabJilhed reliability 
D(eYt'fYICDCTalion, eac:hof'lhc:miiiiiU.,Ihe ftaJtiC 
of his aulbori1y; 

(iv) aheir 1ran1milsion by any one of 1he three cla~~ea ol 
uan1mi11rn jult mcmlioned, nol rrom 1he Prophet, 
but from a penon bclongilq- to 1he gcnualion nn:t 
10 1hc Prophet, the earliett ft'IUIIImiuo:r lxing•ilent 
about the JO!li.:c: or hil information; 

(v) their tran~miaiaa by Uly af the various ciUHS af 
persons mmlioaed above, &om tlu: Prophet him~ell; 
but having in lhc: chain af the uansmiuen a penoa 
who b known either to • a liar, ar to be earelea 
iD hil s1a1emen1, ar to be one whoH reliability hu 
been que11iaaed; aDd 

(vi) their trammiaioa by a chaiD a(' lniWIIiuen similar 
to thai ia the fint three cl-, but 11appina: either 
at a Companion ar at a Follower ar al any lmbl 
alter than wbo did 11111 make &QY refereace 10 the 
Prophet, in. bill llalelllftlt. • 



"' While do:odln1 with lhrK d....n or 1he IOrms or lrAIWIIi­
..ion (1•61) 10me of which ovC'dap wilh one anolher, Ibn 
uazm hu made !IDmc remarks about llu:iT UK" by the Chris­
U... and the jc-. He ... ya that the lint 1hrec duaa~ or 
b'IUIImiaion an: mtircl)· wan1ing in th" Cl1riotian • well u 
in du• jll'Wilh litaature. Accon'lintr to him, these two rcli· 
liOIIlllln' b~ on tho: Old Tntamml and tlac New 1.'eu:uncnt. 
nc JaM of the l'ormcrdOQ not go bad; to MOHS-rathcr, il 
110p1 short or him by IJIUI}"ICRCrllltioN;;uultbc lalla ilfinally 
bucd on the u:stimoay of fivt' pcr.n1 the n'liability or each 
or whom hilS Mea quo:sdDRrd. About the third da. of 
I1111U Ibn l;lum 111p that it it a spccitll rcaturc of the blamic 
litaatuR. The lutthrec dassn of /sr~U, howeva-, are IICCOI'• 

ding to him round in Chriatian a1 well u in jt'Wish literature. 
The lint ol'tbcm (the·- ahrcc d-~) il particularly rrequent 
in tbc Jewish litft'aturc; whereas only one n:amplc of il (viL 
the law ro:l:uinl to the impermi-.ibility or divorce) u to be 
l"ouad in rhc Chrilrian lircr•t•re- As rq:.arda the l•t •­
cluse~ of ltd~, Ibn l:f;qm obtcrva that they are JOund in 
ab•Dd.ance in the relisMIIIII literal lire or the Chria!.iUII u well 
u or the Jews. He hu abo 1ivcn certain det:ait. or the difte. 
rncct bctwcea the lb:rma of trUIImilsion JOund in Jalamic 
lim-atw-c and those wed by rhe ctuinianl and the Jews. 

Tht:~c oblcrvatiom show that nor only rhe main ra•la 
cltlu! rcscarcht:l or Horovira, bur abo- or 1heb- detaib, 
Jaad been uaticipalCd and dilcuaccl ei1h1 CC:DtUriel before 
bim. AI ..,.ant. the 1latemcn1 of Horovitz r.hM rbe sy.tem 
cl Jn.U wu UKd by the Jews • early • the Moaaic period, 
it il cc:rlainly open to 1ravc doubu, to whkb Ibn J:tum 
b• alluded. Horoviur: hu nat proved thai lhiiSC /sdtb uc 
-'lucr ln~crpoluionl. 

~0 lndiaM abo ... the lylllnll oi/.U lont: bcrore tbc 
Mullim. But • W u I •111 aware, 110 Hrio .. aotlcc of thb 
liacl bu 10 W beea taken. II w .. lbl- lhe &nt tinte pointed 
ou! lo me by my lue IHcad, Dr. Prabodhchandra Bqchi, 
the Vke-Cbaacdlor ol the Viwa-Bban.ti Unlvcnity (lstdia). 
Accan:liD,; lo biaa, occuiouJ. UN "o( tbc /qM U lbund ill llu= 



'" 
ancien! Indian literature-Hindu, Buddhill u well u Jaiaa. 
Ia lhcpc'al epk, lllc MlllrU,..,•M, we find: ''Vycbacompo.cd 
il, Gaarsa ln'Wd &I a scribe, and d1c: work w• ha .... ed dowa 
by Vaioampayana wllo commuaicaao:'d it lo the lr.ing J;ona­
jaya. Sauti who W;g pnsm.1 al lhc lime beard il aad narra­
ted ia 10 abe UKmbJy of aag<!~".' llll" ""'-• allo coaaain 
10me IIIOI't lntM. The s,,., (~cwai- on Vedic literaaUR) 
contain 1hort c:hainl of ..,...., of the uaMmiu~ lhtoUJh 
whom they han been handnt down. In tbc s.r..u.._,... 
~· (tr .... lated by Keith, pp. 71-72) and alu: IJrUft.. 
-~ Upa11ir.hMI (SornM &,J;, •ftlw&ul, vol. av,pp. 22t-27J 
thc lona; JillCI of the IUCC:ftliYc leac:hn. or lhnc leJib ar., 1ivcn. 
In 1hc fint case, we get a lia1 of 18 1eacbcn, and in ahe laucr 
euc out of teVerid lila tbe lo....,.a il ol27 aeadacn. Ia lhe 
Bllddhiatk lito:raUal'e in the e.uly pt'l'iud,..., o;hain or abc: 
lrlllllllliUen {/•U) il10 be IOuiKI. The tn.t il alma.t alwa)'l 
ia1rod~cd wilb ahe c:ommon IOnnula: "Tb111 I heard, 
once the Lord mjourned aa ... " 1 Bu1 in the- laler l:itenluR, 
long chains of tran~miltltnl arc &cqumt-panicularly, in 
1ueh S.llllbii•BudciiLilll kli:IS .. an: lift'~ in Tibftan 
lramlation. The colophon or the SHftp"}88tt. &.r n; .... ple, 
coat.U. dae rollowinR chain or its •ucecuiv" uuumiatcn :-

Buddba Vajndh.,.: NqarjUDII: N~~pboclhi: A.y;adcva: 
ChandrU.ini: s.kyarabi .. : Ratna~niara: Dharmabhadra: 
Gunamali: Mmjuarijnaaa: A11101huri: Vitanlati: 
Vijayakini: Varaprajntod.baf.an.abhadra: Sribhadra: 
Dharmapala: SU.yadhraja: V.pvarakini: llataakini: 
V1111antna and Dharmabwldhi. 

The lua IRCIIlioacd of th- tnnlllliucn, who amc liom 
E..tern India, uuulaled tbe tnu &om Saaabit in10 Tibe11111, 
by the order of the ntaiiC!I' of Ro ... witb lbc ..Utaacc or 
MuUaarijnUia, a Tibct.1111 Kholu &om St .. ·Man tnbct.)-1 

More importat~ltbaa the queuion ol 1hc orjpaor t .. u (&rr 
our pwpoH), however. il 10 dctcrmU:ie ~e period of iD &nt 
II) Nhlo,......_l,-l;cr.HIL.;.iii:--- -·--· --·­

,2) HIL.II,H,._S. 
11) OFT,IM,.IM. 
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application to l;lflt/illt. Caeuoni again holdl that at-Zuhrl 
{d.124/7.fl)war.the linttoappty it to traditionl,and that itwu 
f~~rther dcvelo~ by his pupib, Miba b. 'Uqba (d. lflf7~7) 
and Ibn bto&q (d. 151/768), andothcr'l. Accotdin1to Cat-tani, 
then:be, J.dtl in trllditioftl beBan and develo~ duriq the 
&nt half of the 1econd CC'ntury A.H. 1 0.. the ulltn h!Uid, 
Horovitz i1 or dw opinion that tlte lint appearance: olfr,u in 
traditions wu oat latt'r than the lau ahird ol tltc lint century 
A. H. 1 H;oving civen hard Cacu in 1upport of his th~...,-y. 
he M)": "/mU in iu primitive form wu the11-ewbcre 
about the )..,ar 7!!1 A.H.-already Cltllblislaed, and one ball 
no riflltt, mwely bCC'aUie it appean only inddent.Uy in the 
leuen, to deny to 'Urw.a {who a«ordiq to Caeumi never 
wed the /t•U) without furthu considuation, th- ~UUit 
1upplicd with llatemcnu of autboritiCI for which he 1tandl 
NlpoDSOr ••• /SJIUwu indeed already ~o:•tomary in hit ('Urwa'a) 
time, but it Will not yet an ab.olutc ncccaity" .• 

But J. Sehacht ildefinitcly oft he opinion that/SJIU. ilthe tDOM 
ubitra.-y part of traditlon~1, and that then= ill no re:uoa lO 

1Uppose thai the rquJa.- pt"actiee of Uling /111dJ1 Q older than 
the bqinniDJ of the 1eoond «ntlll')' A. H.1 He h .. not 
diac1111cd the lint appearance of lntltl in 1;/diM. He ha!t 
qunted the well-lr.n-n remark of Ibn Slrln about the bqri11n· 
ina or r,.u in l;l.ulillt.' He inlerprcut the wordJiht' wed by 
lba Sltln 111 rcfeniDJ lO the eivil war whieh beJan with the 
lr.illi111 of the Umayyad caliph, WalTd b, Yazld (126 A.H.). 
Oa talr.ina; into coruidcntion the date of Ibn Slrln'• death 
(110 A.H.), Schaeht rqanb the remark attributed to him u 
opurto... But his interpretation of the term filM i1 arbi· 
tary, aad hil opiniom abaut 1he 1purioU111.,.. of the otatemc:al 
made by tbn Slrtn il unwarran1ed. Pr-ot Rohlcm hu qucs-

tl) A.lo,i,n. 

(2)Dffi.U.,viii.4s.44. 

lS) I.C.i,S!IIIo5J. 

(4) OMJ,I&:I. 
,,) 1~.17. 

16J OI(I,SL 



'" doncd Sd!acht'• opinion, and rcmarb thM it ia duriqtho: 
middle of the fil"'t century ol blam that one couJd lint apen 
any thinrlike an ISJJU.• 

h is difficult 10 -i1n with c:mainty a definite period 10 
the lint &ppclarancc of I111U in IJtll/1111. But there is no doubt 
that the period fixed b il by Huroviu, and the om: 1ugated 
by Roblon, arc very near to what ill claimed by d1e carly 
traditioniltl. Ibn Slrln ill ~pnrted •~ have 1aid that at ftnt, 
people did not enquire about the lurU, but that 1inc:c: the 
DiaiUrbance (Fila}, th"Y began 10 ul for it. The 'Diltur­
"-nc:c' in his remark ill claimed by Mua!inu 10 rdi:r 10 the 
civil war between 'Atlaacl Mu 'lwlya which bqan in tho: year 
!SA. H. 'All hinuclf D reported to have advilofd the stuckn .. 
of /;hlllllt: "When you write a tradition, wri11: it with the 
l~d4''. 1 AbO Hind 'Abd ai-RaJ;.mln, a Companion (whn 
mun have died bel'an: the end oft be lint cmiUry oft he Hijra}, 
used. to warn hiltlUcleniiWith the1howofa1tick, if they 
failed to give the ltdll while reritinc a uitdition. 1 From 
these facrs and from the great caution of the import;ont early 
Companions it may lctitim;otely be inrenm that the sy.tma 
of /JJ1Itl (bei1111 applied to trnd.ition belau the middle or the 
fint antury or the Hijra) was comidered 10 be a nec:e~~uy 
part or it (brfore the c~ntury ended). 

Be it u it may, there il DO doubt that haYinl t;oken it up, 
the Mulim• came 10 consider the/JJIItlat ua indilpmsablr part 
oftraditicml, developed it :t.lft'al dral,gaw ita firm IGundation 
-by intradudn1 to it the chronological mrtbod and c:oll«t• 
inJ the biographica~r the transmiucn (which sened u a 
buil for the rritic:ilm of their narTatioM), and by Cltablishinl 
Yarioul principl"' for drtrrminiq the Yalue of irs different 
cl-"'· Thr Indian•, ., tar as it is known, never made any 
auc:mpt tow;onls the Kirntific Ire~~~~~ of the !••M, nor arc 

tl)j.Lb..,,.,_,.,,,,_p.l6t(lio.t)-.pp.l9o21. 
(2) Ml..\",f!ot. 
tS) UGh, • Tnio kl M• .,,..,. '*" ft'...,...wd br Ibn S..'d in lite 

T-,.1; hal dniUrl-tJ,,I eoon-8iW the_.~. 
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they known 10 have developed 1he ehronological method. 
In the early literature of the jews "lao there is no idea of the 
chronological mNhod, which rendcrnl their early lmltb 
valud~. "In 1h" Talmudic lilt!raturc", IAf' Prof. Horo­
vitz, ''tht!rr i• no id .. a of ~hronologic"l method, and the oldo::ll 
cxlant work au.,mpling su~h arrang<"ment wu compoled 
after 88~ A.l>.-mort! than a .-rntury lau'r than 1ho: carhCIIt 
blamic work on bnoid·criti<]ur". "Frum this fact", ht! con· 
tin11n, "and from tht! fau that the in1portnnt J~wish works 
(of this prriod) had been compo.nd in the hlamic dominiono, 
it may b .. inferred that this histo-rical inter"! (of the Jews) 
was dut! to the hlamic inOucncc". 1 

The Muslim• not only gave a ocicntific fOrm and baais 
to tht! syw.tcm of /mofJ, but abo tried to make a comparative 
study of the varioiH ls~tdtb \lliCd in l;lt1tiilh literature with a 
view to .,;tabli.!hing th<"ir relalivevalue. It is said thatAI;Imad b. 
l.tanbal, Ibn Ma'ln and Ibn ai·Madlnl oncetwembled together 
with •orne oth .. r 1raditionisu and diocUDed the m011t rdiable 
h~tdd. One of them said thou the host lmthl wu Shu'ba· 
Qad.da-Sa'ld-'Amir-Umm Salma. 'Ali b. al·Madinl held 
that the best one was Ibn 'Aun·Mui;lammad·'Ubayda·'A11. 
Abmad h. l;loonbal was of 1hr opinion 1hat the best lslldd was 
al-7.uhri·Slllim-·Ahd Allllih h. 'Umar. 1 ai-Bukhll.rl, however, 
'~"'" ufth .. opinionthattheix-111/srzddWM Mlilik-NlUi'-lbn 'Umar. 
rn thi• lsndd the lat.:r lradilionit.ls have addo:d the namn of 
a.l-Shllili'l and Abmad h. l;lanbal, making il one long chain 
from A]:lm:u:l upto Ibn 'Umar. Th.:y gave il 1he tille of 
'the golden chain'.• This chain, however,;,. rare in J;lt1dillr 
litcralurc. In 1he whole of the Mw~tlfd of Al;lmad b. I:Canbal, 
in •pite ofiu luge size, 11\err. a:rc not to be found {tays SuyOll)t 
more than four tradi1io01 with 1his /mU. 

Prof. Schacht has ')l.l<:ltioned the auth.:nliCily of many 
of !hac lsn&b also. He criticisa 'the golden chain' on 1he 

(\) 0.. lo~m 
(2) 'rR,'l0-21 
(3) I'M,B-10. 
1.) TR,:N. 

·~-~------



'" ..-ouncb rhat Mllill being - )'Olml at the time of Nl.&''a 
death, could not have beard fram rhe latter, and, Mcondly, 
that it U 11 family lsrtU which (;acrording lo Schachl.) il opca 
10 doubl. 1 But Schacht'• ara;ummD are open to aeriowl 
o:ritic.Pm, beca111e Mllik w.u {ac:cordiq to khacht hinucll')' 
about 23 yean of ap: at tbe time of Nlli"• death, and -
therefore quite io a po~irirm to hear from him. AI l'or the 
apuriouln~SS orthf: llmUiy llfliJs in gcneral, it il only a matter 
of opinion. 

Ibn Ma'ln considered 'Ubayd Alllh·lbn 'Umar-~m­
'A' ishoh to he the best /ucU, and called it a 'chain of pure 
101d'.1 Many other tr.dirioaisas bave ~elected ca1aino other 
chlliDI u the mo.t reliable of them. But rhe conaidued opi­
!lioa or lhe Jatc:r tndilionista in pncral u Lbat it il impoaible 
10 ~:~~II any /srtU the bat one in the wbolc of Qft{rl liu:raturc. 
'1"he judgment of the variolll aalhcwitics about it, therdOre, 
mUll rc&... ro rhc: rraditions accq)led on rhe authority of a 
parricular Com.,-nion or FoiiDWCr or to lhc uadidm.Uts of 
a piltticular plar:c, 1 So.ac of rhc rradirionislil, however, have 
alto rricd to point out the weakest /JrtU. They hold thu 
Marwln-Kalbi-Ab6 $11il;o-lbn 'Abbil it the: weakest one, 
and thcyeallita'rahe' l.tr~U.• 

Having been introdueed inw l:fdlllt, the 1yatem of IJdi 
wa1 not only continued for tnore than lOur centuries in tlae 
narration of every individual tradition, but w• abo applied 
to the boolu on uaditionl and on the: coanccled 1Ubjec:1111ince 
the tirnc: of their compilation. Evay tc:ac:her of evay book 
on /JIIIIillt or on a 1ubject connected with it at every period iu 
the history of QU111t lilei"UJ!re ga~ (in order to guanl .,.U..t 
ror,er.,. or the baab or parta of thc: boob) hil 1tudc:nlll the 
~ames of the ~~~lli'l"' ~ whorn he h~~ivcd it frofll 

(I) ot.f,J.I70,176." 

(ll) &ehioarlklc...,M.lliiilo.AnaolnBIH. 

(S) "I"A,507. 

(4) TR,:h-2!. 
(SJ MSt.ii.2-17,t"n.2. 
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... 
iu: orJ&inal author, each ofdtem atatilll' d .. t he Rad the whole 
or a part orit {which had to be- specified) with his -• teacher. 
The ccrlificatn of compctenc:y of ahnk:n&s to tnch a book 
011 lfiJI/iiA sr;mtcd them by their teachers contain not only 
the atatcman of the fact that they read it with him, but abo 
the name orthcir own tcad11:n of the book, ;ond of tile 1cachcn 
of thcU tcachen upto iu a'.uhm-. 

The practice of aiviag the J,.,W or lhr boob to which 
great importance w• auached by the Muslim traditioniala 
(who call it the 'balm' of a book) muot have been introduo;ed 
u c;arly u the boob on 1raditionl and canncctcd aubjccll 
were campilcd. Dr. 1).11.1;1 al-Oin lli-Mum~jjid hu 1raced 
It bad: to the fourth CflUUry, and has given an eJIIample of 
it.1 Here are a mv other examples belonging to an earlier 
period. than that quoted by al-Munajjid :-

I. a copy of a coli« lion of A~ltlflft (said to be~ Mulillt. 
par111iii) dated 368 A.H., and pRR~"Yed In 1hc Muni­
c:ip.l Library, AIC'Kandria (No. 8568); 

2. a copy of liiiB CJur,;J, •1-Utu/1111 by AbG 'Ubayd al­
Q.Loim b. Salllm (154/770.223/837) which w• 
o;opicd al Dama.sC111 in 319 A.H., aDd 1he reading 
of which hu been trllud back 10 the autho:r in whou 
P'"C5Cnee the original manUicript was read-a fact 
recorded on Ike autbority of AbG Sulaya1ln Muba­
mmad b. Man,ar ai-BIIIkhl.• 

3. the _, ilnponan1 of all such lllanuKripta ir. the 
&apmt of a book on MGJA-l.etby Wahb b. Munabbih. 

~~-· p~-i~ the Sc~t~~~rdt PapyJ"i, and 

(I) :::.u;=:-:;:::~-=:.'~~~.-l=t,: , .... 
\2) Pnof: Alt._,. Alet,C.... IW~cpl~i ..... h.cl ............ 

,.~. blanblll, 19M. pp. 3-4. . 



"' bas been described. by C. H. Bcd:n' {PaJI!pi Sd.u­
~i"ltll~t I, Ho:ido:lbcra:, 1906)1 II q dakd Dhu' 
ai·Q.a'da 229/July 8f4, and bean on iu lOp its r,..u 
upto iu ••nhor. 

The practice of civing the /,.u was cc:nainly Uld'ul and 
e&Rntial rOI" keepiq up the authenticity of a book in aa qe 
when. print ins wa1 1101 lr.aowa, and when the copies of a book 
OOJUiltcd only of mamueriplll made by individu.U pencnq 
who could make changes and commit forrrics in the: worb 
or autiiOI"' or ntabliJhcd reputation. But in modem tima, 
with the appearance of the printing pra. and the mulliplio:iry 
or copies and ediLions, it has bftn raulned n«dle~~ and use­
lea, But human nature D oonaervalivc. The old orthodox 
innltutionlstill ~ill in it. No Jcbolar, bOWCVCT competmt, 
ia IUppO!ied to have a righl 10 tt'ach a bool on 1/dillr for whkh 
be hu not received the aecc:uary penniaion &om a compeccat 
teacher. And competency cunsilu only in receiving a per­
mission from a teacher who ~ a simil:w pcnnillio.n 
li'oJn his own teacher. As a matter or rut, the whole: system 
or teaching, panicularly of 8.Jld, in India and (ao far .. I 
lr.now) in the whole l!lamic world hu been reduce:l. 10 mere 
IOrmality. Very few of the teachcn poatas any knowledge 
of the Nllf .. fii.Rijll-a wbjectao cacndaiiOr &ltudy ofi,IUI1II. 

Aeeon:linl; to the tradilionitu, the /sr~U of boob had to 
be put down an lheis- manUKriplll also, Th~ held that it 
wu advisable I« the 11uden1J 10 write on their m~~nUKripu of 
a book, aflcr BU•i/1111, the name or their tcachcn together 
with their .t.a.,. and •ish, and the namn of the teachcn of 
their teachers upto the author or the book hii'IIH'If. Above 
tbe BislfliiiiA, or on the fint pap or a manUICript, or 111 any 
olhu pro111lncn1 pan ofit,1bould bl: put clown the lilt of the 
other 11udcnu who read dtc boolr. in the Ante daa topthcr 
with the owner or the maniiiCtipa, and the plac:a •IIIII lbc 
time~ or data where and when the varioul paru or it wen:: 
read by them. Tbc ll&IIIICI or all tbe 1tudmcs who attnldcd 

(l)lama...tebeedtDI'rui:OotoSpinlbr••nolp.lallkdoeo"•~ 
F...- _..liloul ~- "WIIhllo b. ...... W.U.",J. "-via, ... . 
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the lectura wiib dae t~adaa- 1hould abo be writt~n on the 
m.,Paoft.be nsan.IIICripl.1 

Tluse Billa about the t~ao:hen, tb~ place and data 
al' lectura and the aamn of atudeat• are found in a 
laqc number of the maoUKripll on our aubjed which aft' 
tdU prnervcd in Q~any oltlae important librllrie~~ in tile Eut 
aad ill the \V~:~t. The m;uullaipt of the Mamd uf Aba 
DI'Qd al·Tayllid,• of tho: S...... of ai·Diriml,1 ofllll· MaMr­
U.I -· al-T&Urij', of tile f&iiD tll·ltif9tJ,1 of the lOur volUI'RC$ 
of the T•'n"U Di_6,,• and o£ many other works on our 
aubject, in the 0. P. Libory of lb.alr.ipur; and the manua­
cript of the S.UU• of AMI DA'Illd 1 in the:: State librory oflkrlia, 
are oaly a li:w instano:n of them. A Ioree number of other 
IIIII.DUKripr:. of this type may be e11.1ily IOund out by the 1tudy 
o{ lhe eatalocua of the v;uioUI important librariet1 Qf 
caune, there are abo manusc:ripu which contain oaly a few 
or none {}{ the deuUio:d IIOICI 11\CO.tioned above. These are 
defective manuao:ripu from whieh 1he parll ~ntainin&: the 
above note~ have been lost, or are aueh 1111 had been copied 
by c:olllmOG tcribes for the use or lay men, Dill •pecialilll in 
Lbe 1ubject. This practice or tN.kinR a note of the above 
partiadan on the colophons or mugi111 of manuscripll appean 
10 have been in vosuc •mons dae traditi011b11 Iince the KCOnd 
century of the Hijra. J:Jaft b. Ghiylth (d. 194/809), lhe 
well known judp, illllid 10 have deeiclecl a eue oa iD buD. 
Fuf;tayl b. 'ly&\t (d. 187/802) il laid to have fm-bidden ahe Ira· 
dilionilu to keep badr. the eerlificatc or ll llwlcnt fro!D him. 
ai-Zuhrf (d. 124/741), the fa1110111 &radilionilt, il at.o 11al0d 
10 haw: e:~:pn::sted the 1ame view.• 

(I) MIS, Ill; TJl, IH; FM, ZM. 
tZ) OPe, v, I, No. MI. 
(3) Ai~.No.254. 

(4) aiJ.par12,No.322. 
(~) /W.Mo.4W. 
(6) AU ... i,No.800. 
(7)'~'1~,ii,No.IH&, 
(8) .... c.r .... Nw.,..,.7t,90,91,w:. 
(t) Mll,at. • 



'" So r-:r u I have .been able to inva1iR;.uc 1he matler, tb" 
JDUIIOIC:nph of the _ .. On f;lftiiiJ lad COIJIUII:U;d lubjec:U 
are aiiJKIIt unique in -..pplyir~,~ ... wilh all 1bo::R inlaalinl: 
details wloich are ofimmmae utili1y in detennininfl:lhe pnui­
DCIRD of tb- recorda or the pa~l, juat u &Iamie uadiliom 
are unique in the lhol'ouah and scimtlfic 11M: of 1be I)'Hcal 

ol aJvins: 1he chain of uammiuus. The Cud:, lhc L.tia, 
!he Hebrew and the Syriao:: mamacriprs_ .u r ..... I can judp 
by the perwal of their cataloa:ua, oeldom Ll' ever oupply us 
with lhne malaiab. The Indian manucripu in cenain 
ea1e1 contain a tons: lin nf teachers 1hrough whom they have 
bc:cn receival. Bu1 1hry nevi:!' give 111 the olhn dll'laib whi~:h 
we have de~eribed, and which are found in the mlnUKripto 
on our oubjcct!l. 

Tbe.e parlic:ulan, IOuod on 1hc colophoiU nr margin 
of a muuucript, :JR of imiiiCIIICI! impor1anre to a modern 
scholar. They prove or gRal help in dela'lll.ining iu p:aui· 
nenaa and aU1henlici1y. In oniCI" to dc1umioc i1 wilhoul 
111eh dal.ll, ooe bu to tDl:e the aid of cxtem.J materials whic:h 
are 1cldom of oucb value as the in1unal l'Vidcru:e in a ... ..., ... 
script ibdf. Abctut dac Greek man~~~aipe., Cor cxunplc, 
It is aJmo1t lmpoaiblc to alrll'lll wilb eomplcu c:cr1ain1y 
lhal a parlic:ulu manUKripl il a c:o~nplctdy puiAC .:opy 
of a book compaKCI by an au1hor 1houtancb or yean qo. 

The IJY'ICIR of ltr~U, howncr, being ianoduud ia1o 
An.bk lilcralurc In connec1ion with iadividual aradi&ionl 
and their eoUcctions, w• cx1endcd by the Arabic au1hor:o 
to many other branc:bet of it-e.,. popaphy, bisiW)', liclion 
etc.• "There aft> -tit", ta)'ll rror. Maqoliouth, "o(' which 
the aubjce~~mattcr il so (riyolo• tbat one marvl!lk at the 
trouble lAlc:n by lhlll authOI" 10 record lhc: name ofea.:h lr-

(IJ llb~ANiolcNu."""on"jrcnDII-Ihurndioiom,ho.vinl-al 
oho:a..__........__anrok~Cri~oal lorO. Ya,tdlo In .... "La 
ccrdlka&oDo 1.mo&ne .Eo DoTmaollliuioa.,_.La~ 
Anbeo DeW Biblio.lWque N.llanAio Dr hrb" tiWit, .,,7). S. .... ,7 •. 
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miner and the date and plou:o: at which he heard the narrative; 
an c:xamp~ is the MD1Iri' al-'Uslulldq ofal-Sarrlj, a collcct~n 
of case. wherein men and women ar<' 1upposed to have d1c:d 
of love, whuc 1hr author ~rdl. with minute accuracy the 
date at which he heard the story and givn similar details of 
thr uarumiucn''·' 

In the usc of th<" lrnlti, the!"<'fore, Arabic literature is 

~.~;;~~~~i~t~;~Y:·, .. ~~:r;!: ':r'~.:;.!"c:~~:~~ ~ia~~~~:~~~ 
in the case of the Arabic hi$toriography-namdy, to go baclr. 
to the 1ourc" and trac" the line of auchorities". • 

:J. Tnr; PART I'UYED BY Wo>UII< IN TIIP. TR.ANSYWION Alnl 

CtiLTI\"ATI'lN OF I;IAI>Inf AND I:IAI>ITH LTTER ... TliiU< 

There arr r~ Jcien«'! in the ~olution and cultivation 
of which the women took an important part together with 
!he mrn. ·n.c tciencc of l:l•ditA is an oul!tanding exception 
in this respect. Since the eo.rlie$t hi.nory of blam, the women· 
traditioniu~ had been taking prominent part in the pl"eller­
valion and cuhi•·ation of Qsditlt, and at every stage in the 
development of Q•dillt literature, they took keen and lively 
intQI!It in it. At every period in iu hiuory, there lived nu· 
mnous eminent women·llo.ditionisu before whom many of 
their prominent brethrom bowed down with rcvc:rcnce and 
I"CIIpcCt. Short biographical noticro of many of them arc 
found in many worb on the A.smoi' si-Rij41, the la~t plli"LI: of 
which generally deal with the women-tra.ditionisu. 

During the lifc-time of the P.-ophct, many of the women 
had been not only the cause of the evolution of many tradi· 
tioDI, but aho tlu:ir trarumiuen to their brethren in faith. 
Aller the P.-ophet'l death, many Woll)eo CompiUiioDI­
particularly, hia wivc:s-werc looked upon a1 imporUint 
CUitodiaDI of 'knowlodgc', a:nd wl:l"c appro..chcd for irutruc-­
tion in the 1ubjcet by ig cntbuaiutic 1tudenu, to whom they 
(I) ..VH.19. ---­

(2) OIS.iat«~.,p.3. 
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readily opened the ric:b 1tore whic:h they had gathered in tho: 
mn~pany of their holy Prophet and guide. n.e names of 
l;laf!Ja, Umm l;lab1ba, MaymOna, Umm Salma arul 'A'ilhah 
are ramiliar to every ttlldent of /;ldiiUII u some or iu earliat 
transmiuen. 1 Ia pulicular, 'A'ishah i1 oae or the 1n01t 
important figures in the whale hiltary of l;ltulilll litaature­
nat only u OJU." or the earliat reponen o£ the lal'lat number 
of /ljUil6, but aiiO u one o£ the ma.t cueful interpn:ter~ or 
them.• 

In the ne~tt JOI!cwlins period-the period of the FolloY."eTS­
alao. -mm held imponant poaition• u ll'aditioni"•· l:laf~~:~, 
the daughter of Ibn SirTn,• Umm ai-Dardl' the younger 
(d. 81 A.H.), and 'Amra, the daughter of'Abd al-Ral:lmJ.n, 
an only a few of the -men-11'aditionis11 ofthil period. Umm 
al-Danl.l.' was hcld by lyls b. Mu'J.wiya, an impcH"taat 
traditionist of 1he time and a jwiJc of rccopizcd ability and 
merit, to be auperior to all the tradition.ilu o£ thi4 period­
including the cel.,bratecl muten of l;ldltlr like .al-l:llllan and 
Ibn Sfrln.1 'Amra was considered to be a great authority on 
tradition• related by •A'islaah. Among hn studC!I'IU, AbO 
&Ia b. l:lazm {the cc:leb.-atnl judse or Madlnah) w:u ordered 
by the calipb 'Um;ar b. 'Abd ai·'Azlz to write down all thr 
tradido111 known to her. • 

AR..r them, •Abidah ai-Madanlyyal1, 'Abela the daqhtn 
of Bishr, Umm 'Umar 111-Tho«JaRyyah, Zaynab the pancl­
daua;hter of 'All b. 'Abd Allah b. ai-'Abbls., Naflsah tho: 
daua;hter o£ l;luan b. Ziyld, Khadlja Umm Mubammad, 
'Abela the daua:htcr of 'Abel AI-R;o.tlmln, and several other 
ml'mben of the fair Sl'X excelled in and delivered le.:tura on 
our 1ubjcet. Some of them-rilin1 from laumblc orig:ina, 
or dc:KCI!ding from hi&h familict-alto acquired masiC!I')' of 
thil -object. For cxamplo:, 'Abida who w .. a slave sirl of 

(I) ~ ... prapp.2,,31. 
{2) llil. 
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... 
Mulaammad b. Yazld luld learnt .a good deal of tradition. 
with cbe teaehen in 1\.{adlnah. She wu given by her mala' 
to l;lablb Dli.I;I.I;I.Qn, the Rft'&l tn.ditionitt of Spain, when he 
visited the holy dty in c:onnectirm with hi& pilpimage. O.btaGA 
wu peally imprascd b)· her lurniDJr, IDoJr. her M hil wife, 
and brought her to Andalusia. h is Yid that she related 
10,000 traditicn .. em tlac autlaority of her Madinite teac:h~:n. 1 

Zaynab (d. lf2/7!i9}, the daughter o( Sulaymln, was a 
princrsa by birth. Her lather was a eoiPiR of ai-Saft'lb, the 
IOunder or the Abbasid dyna.ty, and had bcc:n a pemor or 
Ba.,..a, Oman and Bahrayn (durina:thecaliphatcofai·Mant111r). 1 

Z.ynah, howc:ver, acquired mostery an /hlfllt, wu CODJi. 
dered. u one clthe diltina:uilhed womcn·traditiooillll of her 
time, and related traditioN to several important mm tradi· 
tionilta. 1 

Thil partnenhip of the women with men i1:1 the cultivatioa 
or lj/tllfllfl o:ontinllftl throUJhOul hs hilllory. All the impor­
llml compilen of traditioru 1ioce its earlieu binory received 
many ol thrm rrorn their wornm •'vAtil. Every irnp!ln&nl 
oollection or tradilicm1 contain~ the narnm llf rnany -men 
u immediate authorities rJ( the author. Aller the oo~:~:~pila­

tNm or the various ooUectit>nt oftraditioM, however, the wornen 
uaditionisP ac:qui~d mastery or many or tluse worb and 
delivered lccturm IHI them which we~ ancnded by a l.,.e 
numb.:r of nudenta (mm u well as -rncn), and many 
impon.anl men traditionistl Sal at their reel and HCUred 
their·cc.-rtificat(S. 

In the rourth untury, FA1ima (d. Sl2f924), the daqhter 
of 'Abd ai-Ratlmln, and known u $GRyall (Mynic) em aeco­
unt or her dreu and H"lr-denial; Fl!imah the pand-doua:htcr 
of Abe DI.'Cid (the compilu or the well known &urarr -rk); 
Arnat ai-Wal)id (d. 377/987), the daughtCI" of ai·Mul;lllmill, 
the _celebrated jurbt; Umm ai·Fatl) Amat ai-Sallm (d. 390/ 

ll) Nll",ii,!ll. 
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'" 
999) thcdaushtcrofAbo BWAI:lmad (d. 350/961),thejud~; 
Jumu'a, the daughter <If Al:>mad, and some other women 
acquired c>ecdlencc in tradition~, and ddivcr.,d, lcctura on 
the 1ubjcct which were aucnded by a ~~:ood many nudmla.t 

In the fiRh and aiKih centuria of the Hijra, 1evnal women 
gained reputation a! traditioniJu. F.t.1ima, thc daushtCT 
of the well known mystic l;lasan b. 'All al-Daqq~, and wife 
of th" famoua Muslim divint AbQ al-~im a\-Quahayri, waa 
celebrated not only for her mastery of nlligraphy, but abo 
for hu ma.su:ry of traditioru and for the high /mU 1hc had 
for thrm.1 Karlmah al-Marwa:tlyah (d. 463JI070),thc: dau• 
~thtcrofAIJmad, wasconsidtrn:ltol>cthcbeltauthorityon 
the $a}Ji{l of al-BukhATI in her time. AbQ Dhar of Hirat, 
one of the greatest traditionins of the time, attached great 
importance to her authority, and advised the nudcnts of 
1;/tJdilll to read the great $a~i~ with her, bcca\de ahc had rece­
ived it with the /mid of Hartham. A. a great woman tra­
ditioni~t, she is reported to have related traditions to several 
important Muslim divinn. • "h a mancr of fact", writtt 
Goldzihu, "her name occur.~ with ntraordinary frequency 
in the /j4:t.~~J (eenificatcs granted to studenu) for narrating 
the text of the book (S<~ifi)J <Jl·BukiiiTI)."' h occun in the 
/jl:::,a of Ab!l ai-Mabl.sin; and with her the book wu read 
by al-Kha[lb ai·Baghdldl (the celebrated biographer of the 
eminent men of Baghdad)" and al-l;lumaydl (428-488A.H.), 
the famoll!l traditionist nf Andaheia. • 

Not only Karlmah, but ocvnal women traditionisu, 
(according to Goldzihcr) "took vcry promincnt part in thc 
history of thc transmission of the ~;~".' Among thesc 
f.Ur transmitten ofthc text of the $d~i~, Fltim.ah (d. 539/II.W), 

tl) TB,aiv,HI-H. 
(2) SloO, v, ~B; WI\, No. U3. ~·.,,.... dinlon ~110/1087. 
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the daugbtCT of Mul;lammad; Shuhda (d. 574/1178), the 
daughtn of Ai}mad b. al-Faraj; Siu ai-Wuzarl.' (d. 716/1316), 
the daughter of 'Umar were espl'dally ccl<"brated.' FIJimah 
narrated the book on the authority of the great traditioniJI, 
Sa'ld ai-'Ayy.lr; and shr was given by the traditionista the 
proud tide of Mwnidoh lflltJitdn (the ~~:rcatamhorit)' in bfahan). 
Shuhda was a celebrated calligrapher and a lraditioniu of 
great reputation. She ha.o be<on descri~d by the biographers 
as "the calligraphrr, the grrat authority on l;latlitlo, and the 
pride of wornanhnod". Her gr<"lll gTand-falbrr was a dealer 
in nHdlea, and was theuforc known aa al-lbrf. But bu 
father, AbCI Na$1' (d. 506/11121, bad acquired ta~tc: for l;latiltlr, 
and siUdied it with several mutcn of the subject. 1 He gave 
hiJ d;~,u~:htcr ~und educati<>n in lraditiono (which the abo 
1tudicd with manv competent teaehcn of Mtabhl;lshed repu­
tation), and gave' her in marriage to 'All b. Mu]:lammad, 
an imJ'<'rlant pc,.on at thi!' ttml!'. 'All had some lituary 
taste, and at a later period he-txocame a boon companion 
or the caliph ai·Muqtan; he founded a college and a monas­
tery, and made \argc cndowm.,nts on th~. Hi! wife, 
Shuhda, howev.,.-, g11ined rl!'putation IIlii a traditionill, and 
was noted for her high /nuJd. s Htr lt'eturl'll on Sai)I~ .,{ 
BuJ:.IIIbi and other worb on l:ft~t/ilh were attended by a large: 
c:rawd of uudenu; and on account of h.,r gr.,at r"'putation, 
t10me pMpl., even fod.o<"ly daimcd to hiiV<" be.:n her di~ciple~.• 
Again, Sin al-Wuzarl' was lr.nown as the Mtmtitlllh of h.,r 
time, and 1hc delivcrrd lectures (on $~11} ai-BIIIchlrl and 
other works) in Egypt and at Damascuo.1 Lectun:s on the 
$al)iiJ were a\50 ddiv"'~ by Umm al-Kha)'r Amat ai-Kh&liq 
{811·911/H08-U05) who was the !au sreat authority of tbe 
ochool ofthe l;lijli.z.1 'A' ishah the daughter of'Abd al-HJ.dl 
abo lectured on the l'"at boolr..' 
{I) ShD,w, t23,2.Ja. 
(2) KIA,:~~,346. 
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Th~ uudy of the /jiJl.IJ• of the traditioniots, of the worb on 
the Atll'lof' 11l·Rij1JI, and of the wlophom of the manuuripb of 
the worb of /:ftuli/11, show. that the women uaditionilu of 
various p<"rio<h read out to their 11udenu not only the $"!~ 
of ai-Bukhll.rl, but abo many other worU on the eubjcet. 
Umm ai-Khayr Fll.\imah (d. 532/1137) the daughter of 'All, 
and Fl!imah al-ShahnCirlyah delivered lectures on the .Sorflt 
of Muslim. 1 Fli.Jimah al-Jauzdinlyah (d. 524/1129) narrated 
to her nudents th~ thre~ M~'jttll'll Q[ ai-TabiU'1nl.* Zaynab 
of Hanan (d. 6811/12119) who•e lecturo:-s ;mractrd a large 
cmwd of ,.udents read witb them the Mw,..,d of Abmad b, 
l;tanbal, tbe largest known collection of IJ'aditions.• jl!wa­
yrlyah (d. 783/1381) th~ daughter d 'Umar, and z,.ynab 
(d. 722/1322) the daughter of A\:lmad b. 'Umar, who had 
travelled widrly in punuit of /:ltJdilh and delivered lectur~:~ 

in Egypt :u WC'l\ as at Madlnah, narrated to hrr 11udents the 
wl\rC'tiom <;>[ ai-Dilriml and Qf 'Abd b. ij'umayd; and 11udcnu 
travelled from far and wide in ordn to attend her dilcounc:~.' 
Zaynab (d. 740{1339) the daughtrr of Abmad (gC"ncra.lly 
known as Kamiil) had acquired a camrl Wad of diplam..,.; 
she delivered lectures on the M111rr11d of AbU l;lanlfah, the 
Sl.tJII'IIJ'il of aJ. Tirmidhl, and on the $1!tJr}J Mil •,;,., ttf-Jtltdr of 
al-Tabll.wl (thclastofwhich ohe had rud with another woman 
lraditi<;>nilt, 'Ajlbah, the daU~"hiC'r of AbU Bakr).6 "Oo her 
authority i1 b:uo:d", 1ays Go;.id:tiher, "the authenticity of the 
Gotha manuscript ... in which occur the names of numuou. 
other women who uudicd it".' With her and v:u-ious other 
women, tltc great traveller, Ibn BanOJa, •tudird traditio'" 
during his stay at Damascus.' The famous bi<>Grapher of the 
celebrated men of Damascus, Ibn al-'Asll.kir (who had rccdvrd 
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innructiOR in ljdil6 from mOTe than 1200 men and from 
80 women traditionUIS) gul tho: /jl.t.• of Zaynab (the dauahta­
oF 'Abel al-Ral;nnln) for the M•-"tJ of Mllik. 1 Jail I ai-DID 
S.yQJI read the Ri1II11A of ai--ShAri'J witll Hiiijar, tin• d1m· 
gtuer of Mul;lammad.• 'AOf a I· Din j11na)·d, " trnclitirmiat 
of the ninth CCPUU)' A.H., C'C"ad the Swutf of ai•Wriml with 
F11imah, the dauahtcr nf Abmad b. Q.lbim.• 

In the HVmth c:cnnary of the Hijra al10, man)· "'omen 
1raditionisu made their marks as teac:bcn of l;lllllftlt. Some 
of them have alre:.dt bc:cn mt'ntioned. Some othcn who 
wen: no Ins prominent, are Zaynob bini ai-Sha'rl (S24-615J 
1129-1218); Karlma {d. 641/1218); J1a0yah the daut~htu 
of'Abd al-Wahhil.b; and Za}·nab (d. 688(1289) thcdaqhter 
of ai-Maklr.l. 

Zaynab bini al-Sha'rl uudicd /;IIIJUir with IC'Ytral impor­
, .. u traditionilu; she ddivc:rcd lectures to mlllly •tudmu 
some: of whom rained gnoat reputation u literary mm-.g. 
Ibn KhalliUn, the: author of the well-known biosrapblcal 
dictionary, Worfo_r•l al·..t:,OQ.• Ko.i-Tmah il described by the 
biosraphcrs u the authority ol Syria (Mru11iia1 ori..S.U"•)· 
She delivered lectura on many worU on QIIIIJtlr on the audto­
rity ol numeroUI muten.• Zayrntb the dauahtcr of ai-MaW 
pined gnoat .reputat.ion u a tradhionilt, and round bel' Rocked 
toaether a lara:e crowd of ttudcnts in order to auead her 
learned ditcouneL 

The eighth aad the ninth centuric. were extranely rich 
in woman traditionilll. A lai'(C number of tb- of the 
eiahtb century are mentioned by Ibn l;lajar ai-'Aiqallnl in IUs 
biop'aphic:al dictioDuy of the promi~! __ mea and women 
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of thia period, 111-0.nr ai-A·.,;,.Jt (on which i1 mainly bued 
the aixth vulumc: or Ibn 'ltnld'a S"-1/uu., ai·DiudNII., a lafle 
biO(ll'aphical dictioaary of thi!! promiomt traditionilu &om 
the lint to the teoth ceoturicsofthc: Hijra). Various muUJ­
cripu of tla!! Drut1r arc pracrvcd in dilreunt libnria in the 
Eut and i.n the We~t; and it hu been publishl:d by the DA'· 
irat ai-Ma'lril; Hydcrabad {India). In this work Ibn tfajar 
hu sivcn thort bioa:raphical noticrs or about 170 prominent 
womm or the eiglula century, m .. t or whom an:: uaditionilu, 
and with many of whom the a.uthot- himselF had 11udied. 
Gold:r.ilaer was atruclr. by the Iallie numbw of women to whom 
the authOJ" had devoted. hill vuioul article~.' Some of the~e 
women arc rcCOIJDisc:d u the bo::st traditioniau of the period. 
For eumple, juwayriyah 1he daughto:r of A~mad, to whom 
we laave already reFerred, 11udied vari0011 wo:rb on traditions 
with many important traditionills or lhe time. The~e in· 

'-~ eluded men a.s wellu women. H:IVina mastcrnltl1e aubject, 
\ abe dclive~ ledurn to many lludcnu. "Some of my lea­

chc.n", aays Ibn tfa.ju, "and many of my con1cmporarieo 
all!!nded. her discouncs".• •..\'iahah (723-816 A.H.) the 
daqhtn or 'Abel ai-H!dl, with "'·hom Ibn tfajar atudicd IO:r 
a conaidnablc time, was comidered. to be the best traditionilt 
of her time. A larac DUIDbtr or lludenta uD<Iertook long 
journey• in order to attend her diac:ounes. 1 Sitt ai·'Arab 
(d. 760/1358) had IJeca the tcaehc:r or th<' Wi!!ll-lr.nown tradi· 
tioniat, aJ.•Irlql (d. 742/I:WI), and oFal-tlaythaml;lDdm.an)" 
Dlh<'n who derived a. good deal of their knowledge From hn-• 
Her student, al-'lr4ql, also prcacntcd laia- to ber lOr inatru­
et.ion.' Daqlqa (d. 7-16/I:J~) the d11ughtcr of Munhid, a 
cclciKatcd womln traditionillt ur the tim.. had n-ceivcd 
inatruction ftcun numrroua womm traditioniau. Ono: of 
her teachers WN the daughtn or A~DUICI to whom we have 
alnoady rd'ert"ftl. Many other traditionilta belongi111 to the 
eighth century have been manioncd by Ibn tllajar and 'Abel 
li)-Ms.~ii,4.Mi. .. ·- ··--. ·-- -
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al·¥a'iy 'lmld 11l·Din Ul whole worb ~ce may be made 
by •hoe wlao may be intecened b1 the aubjec:l. 

Or lbo: Women lnadilioniili or lhe DiDih O:<"nlury, bowevcr, 
many have" b.-C"n mentioned by Mul)•mmt~d b. 'Abel III·R•J.I· 
min al-!i;akhilwl {8:J0..897/I-127-1492) in l1is lll·,()oll' 11/ LB111i', 
in which he ha c:olleo:lt"d lu,IIO:Iher 1ho: biup;ap!Jieal nolil:ft 
or lho: emino:111 penon1 or the period (nimb o:nuury A. H.). 
II has been lummarlzed by 'Abd al-5all.m and by 'Umar b. 
111-Shllmma•,• a•!d ;a derecdvo: m;anus<"ripl or 1he work of 1he 
Jaurr is pro:scrved in lhc O.P. Library or Patna.1 'Abd 
ai-'Ad";r. b. 'Umar b. F11hd {812-871/1409-1466) 11bo, in his 
M11'j11m fll-sh•fiU {compiled in 861 A.H., and devoted 
10 the biograplaic:al noti«'' of moro: 1han 1100 te11chen of 
lho: IIUihor) ha.!l mo:nlionrd more d1an I 30 women tradilionislll 
who lived during 1hi1 period, and with whom bo: had 11udied.1 

~~;ro;~~~~m h:,.,g~':!n:;:" to"":;~=g -;'hc11=:~~::: ~ / 
1ionis1S or dn~ir lime, and some of their nuden11 have bcc:n ~ 
acknowledged 10 be am011,11 lhe mo.t celebrated O:Uitodianl 

of /:ltulil/r in 1he nexl generalion. Umm Hlnl Maryam (178-
871JI376-It66) the daqh1er or Fakl~r ai-Din Mul;lammad, 
ror example, having fOI the Q.ur"l.n by heall in her childhood, 
and having learnl the vari<>UI hlamic sdencn in vasue at 
•he time, punued the atudy or l;llldfllt. with the hnl traditionir;u 
of her at:c ;II Mecca and Cairo. She wu cclcbra1ed l"or htt 
maaleryofcallipaphy,ror her o:ommand on 1heArabiclansu• 
age, lOr her naturalaptilude ror Poetry, and lOr her maueryor 
1raditio01. She WOUI noted l"or her piety and atrict observance 
of religioUI du1io:s. She lluted very often, and performed 
pilsrim~ thirfccn time~. Her son wu a no1ed Mwlim 
acbolar or the tenlh century; he h.d llf'C&I I'Cipccl ror her, 
and COJI:Iilantly aumdcd her about the laler pari of her lil"c. 
She regularly delivered lec:tui'CI on I;IUIIII, and 1ave /jlou 
tD many K"holan. Ibn Fahd read with her a l"cw wwb oq, the 
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'" ...,_bjcc1.1 Bl.'l Khl.tln (d. 864/1+59) che daughter of Abe. 
al·l;bsan, having au.died 1roulili•m~ wilb Aba Llr.r al-Mizzl 
(the elder and dae younger) and with numrrou• nlh<"r lradi· 
Uoni111, and llaving secured lhc: /jh•' of a lariC' numbo:r .,r 
mulen or /;101111 (bc>th mm ami womm), delivcud IC'clul'ft 
on the subject in Syria and ElfYpl. She is 1aid 10 haW" bem 
fond oFieachins.• 'A'ishah (760-842/13541-1438) the dau­
l'hln' of liwlhlm (generally lr.nawn Ill lbnal ai-Sharl'iiJI) 
auadied a good deal of tratli1ions at Caim, Damaocu and CJtber 
places. She delivered lcclurn on lhc subject which were 
aucnded b~· ma~~.y recDI!:n.ized ~e:holan. 1 Umm ai·Khayr 
Sa'lda oF M«ca (d. BS0fl446) rt'Cciud insnuclion in I;IJitlr 
From numerous tradiUonis11 oFpJace. widely apar1, and gained 
repulation 1111 an authorily on tradilioJu..' 

So Far u may be pthcred From 1hc avilil.,blc K>ureo:s on 
the 11ubjce1, the inlcrat or women in b'aditioao appeara to 
have dc:c:lincd eons.idc:rably rrono the letllh c:entury or the 
Hijra. The tii·NIJr ttl..Sifir or 'AydanPI, the f(ltlllllttt td­
A.tlrlllr or alo-Mubibbl, and the td~ td-IYIIIilttlr ur Muba· 
mmad b. 'Abel Alllh ai-Najdl (i.e. biographical diction&· 
ria or the emillt"Dt perso01 nf the tenth, the rlevc11th and 
tweiRh centuries or the Hijra rapc:ctivcly) hardl1· contain 
the nmm ... or more: than a d01en of"eminrnt women traditioniau. 
But it would M WI'OJII: to c:ondude that Iince lite tenlh crn­
Utr)', the women entirely lo.t intcrcn in our 1ubjcc1. Som" 
women traditionilltl, who had 1ained reputation in the ninth 
cctnury, Uved till about the fint quaner or the te~~th crntUI")", 
and they COQtlnued their ~erviecs 10 our •object. Alml' 
(d. 904{1498} the daushter or Kamal ai-Din Moaa wielded 
crnt intluencc with the Sul,lns and their offieiab to whom 
ahc ICtftm made recommeadatimu which were al .. ·ay~ acc:ep­
ted by them. Site deli-red leeton•• on l;lt~J/111 and trained 
women In various blamic Kienca.• "Ji."iahah {d. 906/1500), 
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,.., 
the daulhta of Mubammad b. Abmad, and wife or Mutlib 
ai-Drn (tile JudF), taught 1raditions to many itudcnts, in· 
eluding Ibn TiliUin (890-95.5/l.f85·1514). Later on, 1hc wu 
appointed u a profesM>r in tbc lplliblyya College in Dam;q­
cut.1 FA1imah (870.925/1465-1519) the daus:hler of YOAif' 
of Aleppo was known as onr or the exceUent scholan of her 
Lime.• Umm ai-Khayr l(ru.nted /j•.t.• to one of the pilgrims 
of Mecca in the year 938(15:!11.1 

'fhc Jut iQJpunant woman t111ditionist kno\'l·n to u• wu 
FA!imah al-FIN;layllnah who is also known :u ai-Sha)·ld•ah 
al-l'ut;laylln·all. She was bono brforc thc end of the tweiRh 
cn~tury, acquired excellence in the an of calligraphy and in 
the Yariou• Islamic sc:icnca. She copit'd and cnllcetl!d ;1 
lar~ number of boob. She had 11 spt'C'ial int..rl.'llt in l:ftnlilh, 
re.d 11 good deal on the &llbjC'Ct, received the diploma. nf a 
good na;,ny learned men. iUMI Kquircd good reputation as a ~ 
1raditioni11. Abc>ut 1he end of her life, 1he Wl'lll to Mecc:a .f 
where 1he wc:tded down and IQundc:d a rich public: libnary. 
Here &he: ;o.nrllctl'd many eminc:nl traditionists who attended 
her leetUT"t'll and received cenifica1u from her. AI"IIORg them, 
Shaykll 'l.Tm;u- P ... l;lanalt and Shaykh Mul;lammad Sllil;l 
ai-Shlfi'l may be panicul,.rly mentionl'd. Sho: died in 
1247/1831.• 

·rhae fair traditionU.u of blam, as one may Ke from 
what has bo:en u.id, did not confme their activitin to a per. 
'IOJial .cud)· of traditions or to the privatr. coachiftl" or a l'ew 
individuab in it, but they took their seau Ultudc:nll a well a. 
teacbc:n in public: educational in~litutionl-lide by 1ide 
with their br~tthl't'n. They auc:nded &t'nt'ral c:IIIIH'I jointly 
with the men traditionDu, and in turn delivered lecturn to 
lu&e daun which were allltndltd by men u well as women 
nlldC"nU. The colophons of many manutc:ripts whieh are 
.cill pteKTVCd in many librarin 1how them both as 1tlldmu 
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aucndiftJI' Iaili" l(~:ncral elaueo, andalloutcao:hen deliver­
int rt'gular t'011neo of leelui'C'!I It> ll•rm. The cenificalr on 
tht' folios 238-40 of lhr td-Masltilrlrtlf .. ·.t-T.trllrij of Ibn 
al-Bukhlrl sht>W. thai numrrous womrn auended a recular 
eoun .. of rlev~:n leclura whieh was dclivrred 10 a larwr claa 
consOling ohnore I han 500 11udenu (whole namet are mmlio­
ned in the certificate) in thcjlml' 'Umar at Dam111eus in the 
year 687/12&8.1 Anotho:r unifio:ate on IOJio 40 of the ume 
manuscript lhi)WI 1ha1 many female s!Udenu (whooc name~ 
arc mcnti0111:d) aucnded annrhu eoune of•ix l~:ctur111 on 1hc 
book, which wu ddivCTed by Ibn al-~ira.O 1o a claa or 11101'11!' 

1han 200 sllld~:nu :u Aleppo in the year 736/1336.1 And a 
eenificale on folio 2SO M the same manu~e:rip1 show. thai 
a celebrated woman u-adirionin, Umm 'Abd AllAh, delivered 
a counc of five lecturn on 1hc boolr. ro all!'laa ofmorll!' lhan 50 
stud•mts indudinc both mm and womm, ;o.l Ilamasc111 in the 
year 837/Jol33.1 VarioUI noiCI on the manUKript of the 
Kill6 ai·Ki/IJII ohi·Kha,lb al-Bachdl.dl, and ora udlec1ion of 
various trcali- on l;laJit/t, sho"'· Ni'mathcdaua:hlerof•AII; 
Umm Abmad Zaynab, thedaughlcr ofai·Malr.kl, and other­
men tr;adilioni••~ ddiverina:l~:cturnnneilhll!'rof the two boob, 
oometimn lndeprndcndy, and somclimrs joinlll· wirh some 
r-"lebrated men uaditianil11, in some imponanl educational 
in~~titudons lilr.~: Madruah 'Azlzlyah and Madrauh ()iyl.'lyyah, 
to reaular dusn of sludcnP, some of which (lecture~) wue 
allcnded (among oth..n) b}· Abmad, a son of the fllmous 
•nual $&11.1:,1. al· Din. Thnc: arc only a few iutanccs of the 
Kdve ...rviet' ofwomt'n 10 the eullivation of l;laiflj lilll'ralllft. 1 
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\f"DITH LTTUATURI< 

4. THE INTI!ORTTV AND INDt;ri\NPI<NCZ or TilE TRADITI0Nil11 

Anolher impor!anl feMur(' of !he lfruiillr lii<'Talurc is i1~ 

devdopmrnt by th., rdigiou•·mindetl 1\.!u•lim d{lCIOI'S withoul 
any help or rncnuragtmrm from lh<' caliph•, Um .. yyad or 
Abha.•id. While almou 1hc wh<>lc of thr Arabic scientific 
liu:raturr drvdnped undt:r !he cncoural!ing "nd helpful 
influrnrr of the caliphs and their courli<'rs, ~nd ;dmost """'Y 
worker in thc field of the Arabian oci<"nct.., ""-'k"d in lh<" 
SIIIUhinc of th.,ir gcn<"...,..ity, the drvOI<'H of lf6tlitlo wc:n· gene­
rally ei1hrr ill-trratMI. h)· thos" who ,-dgncd in !he nam<" of 
the Islamic religion, or in 1hdr pious stoicism th.,y rrjectcd and 
rcfu•rd favoun if !hey ~rr ever offered to them. None 
oflhc rnmpilcn ofthr imponanl and aJ.IIhorir;nh·e collections 
of 1/adith ever rrceivrd any po111 or punc or privilcgc 
from thc caliphs or rhcir officials. Almmr rhc whc.lr of rhc 
impartanr and authoritative part of Jladith lircraturc developed 
a:~ a rnuh nf rhc oponranrous religious cnthusiaom of rhc ...,/ 
MU5linu-in opitc of rlrc nlipl~ and rhcir officials. f 

Throughout rhc reign of the Umayyads (with the cxeep­
rion of the T<"ligiouo reign of 'Umar b. 'Abd ai-'Ad:t who 
helped the collection and compilation of A/lddilh in v:uioue 
ways), the 1trict traditioniots had been eirh"r ~ompletely 
oppo'Jcd or neutral to rhc otale. 'Abd Allilh b. 'Umar, 
'Abd Allih b. 'Amr, 'Abd Alldll b. 'Aftblls, Mubam­
mad b. Slrln, Sa'ld b. ai-Musaiyyib, al-l:la•an of 
Ba,ra, Sufyli.n ai-Thaurl and other traditionists {who a~ 
r.o.Wder"d to b.. rhe pillara of the scienc" of Jladith) had 
bcf!n f!nlircly indiffer.,nt ro the Umayyad rulen. "Since 
rhe dearh of Sa'ld", •ap Cold:tiher, "rhepioue tradirioniJ.ts 
disliked the nate ofaffain under rhis rule. The)' became in­
difl'erenr to the tyrannical government, and passively rC!illcd 
it". "The official parry", h., adds, "thercfore dopioed anrl 
hatc:d them".' These pinus craditioniu .. believed and dec­
lared that rhe auodat.ion with thr rulrn was a sourer of sin.• 
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But therr werr •orne mo<.lrratr•mindrd tnditionitts who 
enjoyed thr patronat:r of the Um~ayyad princM, and somr ot 
tbem did not con•idu it to be a sin to hdp therulcnofthrday. 
But they did not oventep the limits of eu-operation with their 

~:;:"'..;~~ur t.'!i'~~~~~~:g~h~a~i~~:;'o~~.:~e;~ .. ~"-~;~a A:o:~ 
Zllba~·r, Rajll.' b. l;layawa and Mlll;tammad b. Muslim 
ai·Zuhrl, They enjoyed the patronage uf the uliph•.' Bllt 
at thraame time they kept up the purity and pr.,.tigeofknow­
lcdge. The dose uouciadon of some of them with the ca.liphl 
wu dilliked and critkif.rd by certain traditionUts, but their 
venrity and reliability have never been questionrd by any 
of them. Among th<" modern European Orienta.lilu alto, 
Horovitz (having rcr.,.,...,::J to th<" argumcntt illld conch .. ions 
ofGoldzih<"r who considered 'a.I-Zuhrl as a forg<"r of traditions 
in favour of the Umayyad•)a 1a~·s: "That be {ai-Zuhrl) in· 
vented /:laJill< in order to promote the interest of the Umanach 
if., however, un-acceptable".• As a matter of fact, ai-Zuhti 
at times enraged some of the caliphs by quoting traditions 
at:ainst their intern! to which (traditions) he stuck to the end 
itl tpite of the fury of his panom.• Some of the iiupporten 
of the Umayyads, however, ovcnt<"ppcd the limiu of proper 
co-operation. They Wllrd not only fair, but abo fo;rul, means to 
further the intcrcst of their patron&. Among them arc in­
cluded m<"n like 'Awlina b. al-l;lakam and othen who furJj:ed 
traditioN in favollr of the Umayyacb, and tried to propasate 
the fo'll'ed naditionll among the pwple. But their foul 
decda have b<"cm dcnouncrd by the pious and strict tn.ditioni· 
ots, am) they have becn b,-andcd as forgen and lian. As 1uch 
therefore, they have left little marlr. on 8t1Jitlt litcraturc. 

During the rdgn of the Abbuid1 who lric-d to ro:tOJidlc 
the piowo Mwolinu by 1heir oulwardly rdigious appearaoet', 
although the whole o~ _:he o:xtanl •ta~~~-litrrature of 8Uilll 

(I] JDI,l, 163-116. 

(2) MSo, ii, 38-40. 

(3) loC.il,48. 

(4) hi£41-42. 



IS< I;IAD1TII LITI!!RATIJilf' 

evolved and d~v.-lopcd during thi• period, still the attilullc uf 
the variow; daosn of tl•r lr:~dilioni<ts 1ownr<l• 1h.- r:.liphs 
cominucd I<> be exactly thr same as it was durin!! thr reign 
of the Urnayyacb. 1 Som., of the traditioniau like M:llik b. 
An"'',• Al.>mad b. l:;lanbal, and othen suffer...:l under thr 
Abbuid rukn. 1 Some o1hen, r.g. ai·Bukhllrl, wen: put 10 
trouble by 1hdr officials.• Some, c.f!, Musli.n and othcn, had 
bo:en indiffcrenl 10 1hc bcnclil of their favour. N<>n" of the 
compilers of 1hc impoM3nt co\lectionl of l;ladith rcc.,ivcd or 
c:xpo:etcd any help or cncouragcmrnt from !hen: generous and 
bcncvolo:nl caliphs . 

.'i. TlfE EXACT!TliDJ;; OF THE TRADJTIONIIITI 

No other litcrlllure can compete wi1h 1;/tJtJillr lil.,rature 
in th" aucmpt aficr exactitude made by ill pious votaries. 
We have s«n how all the variow compilers of /;lt~tlillr collec· 

::c: ::~:dh:. re~=c:c~::i:t:; ~a~at~~;; n~7:e~::n~o~;: J 
of /:ldith. But they had liule to do with /;111tiilh litcnature. 
ThCIIe who hav" b<::"n mainly rapomible for iu development 
tri<'d sinc"l"dy to b<:: as "xact ,.. was pos~ible. Some had been 
faithful only to the id"as without anaching much importance 
to the ""Pr.....,iont. Othen tried to be faithful to the ideas 
as wdl as to the wor<la. They r<'produced each word and 
letto::r, including the diacritical marks and the vowel poinu, 
without deviating in th<' l<'ast from what ti>C)" had r<'ceived. 
ai-Kha11b ai-Baghdll.di in the fint few chapters of hif; A'iUib tiJ. 
Kijdy<J has slmwn how exact 10m<' of the traditionisu hlld been 
with regard to ..very word and leiter in a/;lt~tiilh.• Ibn 'Umar 
did not lilr.e to change the ordu of wont. in a aentence c:ven 
when it did 1101 affect the meaning in the lean. Mllil b. 
Anu uio:d to be exact about each a11d ..very i<'ller. Ibn 
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I;IADIIH UTPA'IVIIE '" Sirln did not approve of nuking COJT«tiool in a 1/UDII even 
inthoseclllaoinwlliclltllcrew.uccrlaintyofarnistalebythC' 
repol"tC"r. 1 

The care ,.nd nac.titudc of the leading traditioaial!o il 
fw-thcr illllltrated by the principia. which had been ntablithcd 
by them abou1 the nte~hoda or the ao;quilitioa of knowlcd1e 
and the dutica of iu 1eachen and lludeau. The~e principlf:l 
have been disc..-:c! 1inec tl•c scctmd century of thl! Hijra, 
and thry an rnc.ationl!d in the v11riout ..-orb on the 'VI., 
t~I-Qflllilll (the 1ciencc.<~ or Traditionl. 

The lint problem about the snuly of IJatlitll is that of the 
q:c at which it may be commenced. The tradilionilu or 
KOfa have fixed 1he *P' ol20; thoac of Batra, the qc of 10; 
and those or Syria, the ap of 30. But acconling to the rnajo· 
rity of the later traditionisu, rhe 11udy of IJtM/11/r may be o;om­

nu:nccd at tlac age or s. • 

In any cue, the lludy of /;IMillr lhov.ld be preceded by thai 
of Arabic grammar and languq:c 10 that the mistakes tl1at 
uisc &oauhcir illlOI"ancc ntiflht bl! aYOided.1 'Abel Allah b. 
ai-Mublrak. the filmiiUI traditionilt, •pent more money on 
learning Arabic languqe rhan on traditions. He auachcd 
more importance to the 101-mn- than lO the latter, ;and a1knl 
the lludcnt• of Utldnlr to 1pcnd on leaminc Arabic pammar 
twice as ton, time a1 Dfl./;lat/illr. J;lammld b, Salama il1aid to 
have relllarknl rhat he who take~ to /;ltl4iM wilhout kaowinc 
srammar b likl! an - which cania a 1ack withotn com. 
Atma'l wa1 of opinion that he who 11udicd IJ1111i111 without 
lcamiiiJ snmmar w• to be counto:d amonr the Corpn. • 
Shu'ba and 'Abbll b. ai·Mughlra allo arc tratcd to haYC! 
made timilar rcmadt. • Sibwayh, the IP"*JIUII&I'ian, rQGII 
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to the nudy of grammar, ~uuse hit: miltalr.e in 11/;ltuJitlo had 
bffn pointed OUI tO him by lillmm.ld b. Sal11.ma. 1 

H11.ving learnt the preliminAries, the nudent 1hould purge 
hil mind of all worldly coru.iderations. He 1hould develop 
good Chilracrer, •eek the help of God in hill cfforu, 11nd 
&trll.int'\'<'l")'nCO'cinthcacquUitionofknowlcdgc. Hcshould 
begin hil niKiy with thoe bc:~t toeacht'rl of hU town, and carry 
it on by n101king journeys to the rrst of the literary world, 
and by llC'Iuiring what ;, pussnacd by the variout Slu•fi*" 
>mastcn of thoe •ubjoect). But he should not run aAer the 
mere number of .A~.fdi/11. He ohould hear and write them 
down, should undent,.nd them, and ohould know thoeir 
gcnuin""""' or ""C'aknCSI, thdr th~logical importnncoe and 
implic:uioru, thoe proper &ignificancc of thoe word.. u•ed in 
them, and the oeharactcr ofthoo" through whQm they havoe ~en 
ha.ndoed down. 

Of the actual proceu of lcamingi;IGtiil/1, thoe traditioniall 
have mentioned the following eisht forms;-

1. tJI-StJmd'. The nudent may ancnd the lecture. of 
" traditionist, whi~h may ~ in the IOrm of •imple narration 
of tradicioru or accompanied by dictation of the o~ame, either 
from memory or from a book. 

2. GI-Qjrd'G/. One may read to a traditionillt, the tradi­
tiuns which have ~en narrated or compiled by him. Or one 
may hear the traditions while they "re recited by another 
otudcnt, tu a uaditiunilt {the teacher) -provided he U. 

!,.~~~ti~e ::.,h~t il recited, or oeomparca hill own copy with 

3. Gi-/jd-tG. To get the perm;.ion of a traditionilt to 
narrate to Olhcn the traditiOtU compiled by him. ThD may be 
gTU~ted in different way., some of which arc recognized by 
the majority ;u valid, and some of which are rejected. 

+. , III·Mu,.,IIHil/11. To set the .:ompilation or a tnditi<;~niat 
together with hU. pcrmiuion to narrate ita conlent:l to otbcn 

(I) t.IUd,lv, IS5. 
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(~h~c:h ia ~c:<>jj:nized II& v;alid by the ro•jority of the tr:adl­
IIODISI5), or with011t his pt:rroiuion to ~port the cantcmt• 
(which il declared ;u invnlid by the majority). 

5. lli-M11Uttlb,.,, Tn rec.::ive by corn::~po:ondmce urWn 
uaditiotu Froro • traditionist - eitlwr with or without hil 
pet"miuion to narr;atc them. loothen. 

6. /'1,. td·RIIIIi. Thr dec:l•ration nF .. traditionist to a 
llttdentthathe{thetraditioni•l) rert:ivcdtuchandsur:h 
traditions or book From 1uch and 1uch •uthority ~without 
siving him (the tludent) permill!lion to narnl.lt' them (or it). 

7. lli-W•tf.u-.t. To get the worb of a traditionilt by 
hil will at the time oF hi• de;atlt. 

8. To 6nd certain &raditiom in a book without ~«ivins 
them From any feCORniaedautharity.• 

The fint two of thoe tnethocb are reeognilll!d by the 
traditioailts u the batt. Tbe rcn ..-e declared .. invalid 
by .arne, and u valid by othen. 

The 1tuclent who pthen the knowledJI! of IJ.Jitlr by 
My one or more oF the various methocb, is not rec:opized 
111 a traditioniltt unlea he eombiiH:I tOjlflher with it the 
knowledge of the lire and ch;vaeter of the narnton and or 
the de1rees oF the reliability oF the varioiU uaclitio1111 and 
Olher coaaeckd mattcn. Such of tbem ;u combine all these 
and other qualitia {to which rclerence hll& lxeo madt-) an 
kn- u .to/;14/i.( or al-M ..... t.t-conling to the dq:l'ft! 
of perFection a1111ined by them. • 

Such 1tudenu oF l;/tiJillr u auain mutery or it 111 well ;u 

that of connected 1ubji!Cb ~n~~y ddivt:r leeturn on the 1ubjert, 
between tht' qc oF 40 and 1!10, once or twice or thrice a week, 
For no other comideratiorlthan the propagation ofknowledft'. 
Bern~ ggingto ~~~ec~~ra, they 1houl~ take a hath, pe1orm_ 
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ablutions and drcM cleanly. They 1 hould take their seat 
in 11 prominent and ele~·•unl place, and deliver lenurcs while 
thq· are otanding. Titey •hould keep pt.'r!tet order during 
thrir leeturn, 11ncl appoint their .auista.nu who might repc:at 
their words to •uch studcnu ,.. might not be able to r<>llow 
the lecturn clearlr. 

The lo:c1urn should br precMed by rrcitaliom. frnm thr 
Qur'llo, prai•c of God, 11nd pra.ycn fnr Hi• Proplu.-1 who is 
th<" snurce of knowled~:c. Anrr thio, the lecturrr 'hould 
rC'~itr and dictalr tradition•, narr:uing one tradioion from 
<"ach of his tearhrn, givin~~: prrfert'nce In 1he short onC!I which 
have th...,logical or lrgal importance, stating their nnraton 
and the me~hnd by which ohcy wrrc rrrcivrcl from them, 
introducing th<"m with ""'preuion~ parlicularly suited for the 
1raditiom received by the different method•. If hi1 tucher 
had rrad out the traditions to !tim, he should brgin with the 
word /:14ildotlumtJ (he rrlatcd to us) or tlkAbtJ"'"" (hr infnrmrd 
.u). etc. If he or any of his fd\ow-..tudenu rea<l out th<" 
traditioJU to his u•achcr who heard it, he should brgin with 
thr worcb qt>rt>'lu '<1/tJ ... (I rrad out to ... ) or quri'<1 'olt>ybi w•o,..,• 
"'""''"' {it w;as rc'ld out to him whilr I heard). In the ca..c 
"f the /jil;:.o, hr ohould begin by <aying: "I found it in thr 
hand-writing of such and surh " prr3on" or "I found it in 
his bnnk" or "in his own hand-writing". etc. 

Thr lrctW"Q may be dclivned either [rom memory i[ it 
hr $UffiC"kntl)· nrong, or from books provided the mon~cripts 
ovc wrincn either by the lrcturrr hinuclf, or by any per3on 
of reliable character; and provided furthrr that the reliability 
of thr manuscripts is proved to thr lccturcr. with certainty. 
In rase the lcrturcr find5 ;my diffcrcncc bctwrcn thr r.ontcntm 
of the manuscript and wh;>t h<' rcmcmbrrs. or bctwcrn hit< 
own VCI"l'ion of a lr'l<lition and that of other traditionill.ll, 
he tbould point it out to hi. studcnu. In c;uc the lecturer 
narrates the trnditions not '"'flolim but according to the idc:;u 
conv~yed by them, he should be well vcrac<l in the subject· 
maner---oo that he might br certain that the change in exprc· 
uion would cause no change in the meaning. He: 1hould 
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abo add at the end or every f.ltMiit6 1uc:h wonk .. miaht 1bow 
that the word• Ullcd in it were his own. In cue he fiiHII any 
mil'-lr.C: in a /:lfll4illr which he has uceivcd, he should nNTate 
il lint according to hi• conection, an4, lhen point out alto how 
it WN reponed to him. If he recciYcd a lradilion &om ..-e 
lhan one niU'I'ator, in different WOI'ds o:onvc.oyinl' the same 
idea, he 1laould RII!Tatc it, living the name of every 
nanalOI' and po;intin1 out that the cxprer.sion• ued wen 
by auch and suc:h nan111on. In ease he received a p11rt of a 
tradition from cme narrator, and aRDthl!l" part from another 
narratDr, he should point it out 10 his nudcnu. If thrn: h!ad 
been any negliscnu on the p11rt of the lecturl!l" when he rco:ei­
vo:d a tradition, which rnicht have alrKted IW lr.nowlo:d,p, 
he 1hould not fail to bring ouch neJiigcnec to the Rot icc or his 
ltudenn. In 1hon, it is a d1.1ty of dw: lecturer on /:ltMiiiA to 
convey it to hil •tud.cnu exactly :u it wq n:uivcd by him, 
and to add hi1 own commen11 on it, in such wards ;u miJht 
not be nUnako:n for a part of tho: tradition.. He ill not allo­
wed even to ch110p the words lbJJM .tllllll into Ntlll AIIM 
(which convey more less the same idea). He should Onilh 
hD di:leoune by relating iNtnu:tive and anraetive, hi..IOI"ieal, 
hui!Wd'Ous •torios n.hortinr his audienn- to piety. pod man• 
nen and bi.(h charac:ter.' 

The pious traditionlau, howevc."~", tried to maintain tbe 
eue and exactitude which they ~ in the acquU:itioo 
and prop1111ation of traditions, abo in writiniJ them down, 
and laid down definite principle. 10ith n:g;ord to it-10 that 
110 miltake miafat be committed by dte writen and readen 
of/I..Jillt. 

Such nudcnu of tradition& aa wriu- them down an requi­
red to 1110: clear, diltinct and bold lencn. each letter bcin1 
dilltiactly wrilleo .a tltat they may hot be mWakcn lOr other 
1imilar !etten. The dots or the lenen with points arc to be 
properly pt.ced, and 1b- witl1out them arc: 10 be made dis­
tinct with distinct additional signs (which are tJ--oqbl' 

(I) T.R,I~"'­

o.r. 146/21 
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diacu.aed in workl on 'Ulllm •1-l:llltiitlo). Special anention 
il to bt paid to rare and archaic word• and proper name., 
which in addilion to the tC'l<l are also to be noted on the 
margin in dillinct •cpan.tc lcnrn. Such <.":<pression• ;u 
'Abd ALlAh should be ..omplrtely wriuen in one and the llltlle 
line. The varioul lradition• are to bc tt'par:ncd from one 
anoth<'r by small circln in which dots may be pu1 after th" 
manuscript h;u been compared with its origin11l copy. The 
8enuineneu of the grnuine traditions, and the defeclll of the 
dd'ective ona, are 10 be shown by special sigN. If, for exam­
ple, 1he chain ofauth<;>rity iJ broken in the case of a tradi!ion, 
or if any part of a tradition contailll any obvioUI or hidden 
def«l, thnc pau.o ohould be marked in particular. 

After doc manu•nipt is complc1ed, it should b" carefully 
compar('(f with the original; and all the mi•takn nf commi-
5:1ion :as wdl a.. of omiuion ohould be duly corrected. All 
the omi..otlions 5hould be put down on the right hand marcin 
to which a line ohould be drawn from the word in the text 
afier which the missing part should fall. The milllakes or 
eommiaion should be either struck ofr or t!Tased. But it 
;. prererable to pen through them in ouch a way as to .kC:<!p 

tht!rn l~ibl.,, and abo ohow tht!m as struck off. 

The writt!r ohould alwayo rollow in tht! tt!XI or hi• manus­
cript a particular YC:nion or a book or traditiom. Th" diffe­
rt!nUs in otht!r Yenions and the criticilm may be: noted dU­
tinc:tly on the margin. 

Such ltudcnu 81 write down traditiom at the dictation 
or their tcachcn arc: rt!quired to bc c:xtn:mely careful and 
nact in thdr writings and in puuing dou wherCYer they 
ntlllf be: n"cau.ry. They arc: also required to put down in a 
prominent part or the manuscript the names or their teacht:n 
tOKether wi1h oth.,.. par1iculan about them, the namn or all 
the rellow lludenb who auendc:d these lectures, u well as 
lhe time and place when and where these lectures were 
defulerc:d. 1 

(I) MIS, 70oa2; n.t:, 2:16-68; TR, 1~1·5!'-



"' All these particulan with rcgud to learning, teaching and 
writing down tradition. have been ueated and diocw.ted by 
the uaditionitu oince the occond century of the Hijra witb 
exhaustive, minuu~ details, which ohow !heir care and euc­
titude which they wanted 10 maintain at "Uf stage of the 
prop-.gation of /j.ulillr. 

The IJtiJ(IIt lite-rature, therefore, for ita advan«d IY.t"m 
of /$ti.U, for the prominent part taken by women in ill culti­
vation, for the unparalleled dnrotion of iu votariea, and for 
their ure and rxactitudc, may be said to be unique. 



CHAPTER VII 

THI!' SCIE.Ncu oF TaADITIOI'I' 

('UI.iiN AI.·I;IADITII) 

We have s""n that every I:! aditio conoi&u of lwo pa~••: 
ls11U (the cho.in of traJI.Imittcn) and the M"t" (tcXI). Each 
of 1hesc two paru io of equal imparlance 10 a uadi1ionio1, 
The Iauer "" a n:port of 1hc sayings or doings of the Prophet, 
forrru a basil of the hlamic rituab and laws; and the former 
cmutitu1es 1hc crcdenliab of the laner. The lraditioniou, 
lhercfore, trcal and~noider the lradition• with one and the 
tame II11U and different 1exu, a. well as !he uadition.s with 
one and 1hc oame teJu and dilferenl lslldds, ""enlircly indepen­
d~t uadi1ioru. A crilical s1udy of tradi1ion1, therefore, 
like\vile con1UU (according 10 1he 1raditioniua) of two parts: 
that of 1he /s11U, and thai of the texl, 

In order 10 check the ls118tl i1 is nec.:ssary to know the life 
and the career "" well :u the character of the varinu.s persom 
who con.slilute !he variouo linb in the chains of the different 
ITIIUs. And in order to undcrs1and the exact significance of 
the text, and to len ill genuineneu, it is necessary 10 know 
the meaning of the variou.s expre~~ions used (oome of which 
arc ra:re and out of common woe), and also u• learn its relation 
to !he text of 1he o1hcr tradiliono (some of which may be 
either corrobora1ed or contradic!ed by it). • 

In conn.,.,lion with /:ladilh literature, thcrcfwc, there have 
been developed b}· the Mu.slirru various other branches of 
lileraturc which arc oummarizcd in the various worb on the 
'UlfiRI Dl-l;ladilh-lilr.c thoocof Abii Mul;lammad ai·R.Ilmhurmuzi 
(d. 360/970), Abill Nu'aym al-hfahl.nl (d ... 30/IOSB), ai·K.hapb 
al-Baghdl.di (d. +03/1012), al-l;llkim (d. +05/1014), Ibn 
al·$a15.1, (d. 643/1245) and m11ny mhcn, These arc 100 in 

~:'r:;e:"! c:~::.,~:~ei~tl~~-~~h-:;~:;:l:'s:.r:ough to 
(i'):r:it,9.'~~----- ----



'" Some of !hem *"' C:OIIM:c:lt'd only with lhe IJIIU of the 
tradili0118 and ita crilicilm; 10me rdate 10 their tot; and 10me 

rdatc lo bolla the lurltl .. M!ll u 1M tcxl. We will deal 
here wi1h only 1wo nf them, and di&cuas •heir cvolu1ion and 
inlluence on l/tltlltA liten.narc • 

.dSMA' AL-RJJlL 

(BIOOaAPIIY AND Carnc~:~u OP TH£ NAII.aATOU or I}ADITtt) 

One of the bUilt important and ric:bc:u branch..., or lite­
ralurc, which ori1ina1t'd and developed in connection wilh 
tbc lnr.U in ,flatlillt, i1that relating lolhcbiop"a.phyoftbc 
narralon of tradition.., It il commonly known as .t.111•' 
111-Rij.,, In il are inch.ded all the vario111 worb which deal 
wilh (i) thc: chronoloiYI {ii) lite biography; and (iii) Ill<' 
cri1iciem of abc narraton of araditioiU or of an~· class of 1hc 
narralon, or with any 1uch aopecl or their life ., may be 
helpful in dcacrminins 1hrir identily, vcrao:i1y and reliability. 

(I) Clltflflol~l•· The comidcradotl of chronolog)· com• 
menccd and dc~lopcd am<lllg 11 ... M111lim~ al an ...arl)· p<Tiod 
in rhe hisl< ... y nr lllam. ·nacre is .. dilfer .. nre • .r opinion 
u 10 1hc exaer lim~: wlac:1a il wu finl used by IIIC' Muslimo. 
According 10 10mc aulho:rilics, d;ua were· inlroduccd i111o 
ollicial con"IL"'Ipondcnce by the Prophn himsdr in 1hc-lifth year 
or 1h1: Hijra, when a 1rea1y was eonc:luded bnwcen him and 
rhc people of Najrln.' llu1 il ia pnually beld 1ha1 1his was 
done by "Umar b. ai·KhaUI.b-wilh 1M: unaaimou advi<:c 
or a congrq;alion or imporlanl JdUIIinu-io 1he aixleenlh or 
lhe levenlcclh year or lhc Hijra.• The same ranif:hu•d calipb 
l'ollowl"d a chronolosical principle in 1hc- award or pcnoioM 
ro 1he vario• puUJM orMUIIim.s or his lime a~iaiJ 10 1beir 
priorily in 1hc acuptaaee of" the (Islamic) rai1h, which (PJ"ia· 
ciplc) was already accep1l"d by the Commllllily .at a paint 
or pat dis1inc1icm. 111 IIIC auumcd JI'CII'CI' impor1ancc 
on acoounl or 1hc RCCCIIity of an explanatioa ol1hc his1orical 
VCIWCI in llaC Q.ur'ID1 and or I be dclcnninarion of lbC ,dalel 

-(II n. 255. - ---- - -­
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of revdation of 1he legal vena, in order that i1 might be 
decided which of th"m had t>.,.,n cancell.,.j and which of them 
wen still in force. 

Th"Y follow~d in tb.,ir cbronology th" lunar cakndar, 
which had l>cen atlopt"d by th" Arabs long before 1he adveht 
of hlaon. But originally, at l"ast the M"ccans among the 
Arab! followed the solar calendar, which is ~ident from 
th~ir division of th" y"ar according to the s"aso""• and abo 
from th" significance of the names of th" various montl1!1, and 
ia proved conchuivdy by J. Wcllhaus"n in hill scholarly book, 
RLstr GrabiJtlull HriJr11111ms. 1 

(ii) BiogrGpl!y. The composition of the biOKraphical 
works with a pc:rf"ct chronological order of the r:venu, how· 
~er, w31 cornmcn.,cd by the Mu.lims before the end of the 
6n1 ""ntury of the Hijra. 

HOI"oviu: h..- shown that Abln (d. between 86 and 10~ 

A.H.), the son of the caliph •Uthm:ln; 'Urwa b. aJ.Zubayr 
(26-9-l/646-712); and Shurayl> {who is said to have be"n born 
in 20 A.H. and lived more than 100 y<"an) had coll.,cted a 
good deal of material rdating to the biography of the Proph.,t. 
Soon after them, Wahh wrote a book on the Jo./Gghii~.;i-a 

fragment of which is pr.,.crvcd at Hciddbcrg in Germany.• 
Wahb was followed by numcroU!I biographen of th" Proph"t 
during the ""cond and third c"nturics. The fragment and th" 
t"IU of such of these biugraphics as o.r" 1till extant '"""al a 
thOTough ..,., of the chronological syst"m by their authors. 

(iii) C•ilitinrt "f tM J(antJitJT~. A general critical tslirnate 
of the reliability of th" naiTaton, hued on their life and 
character, in order lo determine the veracity of their repoTit, 
appcan to have been talr.en into COilllideration rarlicr th;~.n the 
period when the /mU became long enough to admit the appli· 
cation of the ehronologie;~.l method. Ibn 'Adl (d. !165/97~) 
ill the introduc:tion to hia book, Kimil, ha.. given a. general 

(I) PJ.. !H.tOI. Ai>o---Eln. '"T'"rlkh'", W. Hor.rtoer. 

\2) loC,i,S~,S~;TIS,v,l3l. 
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1urvey of the development of the critic.ir.m of the narraton 
1in« ita bqinni111 till hil own time. Ac:conlina 10 him, 
n•rr•ton h.d been aitic:iscd by 'AbdAllah b. 'Abbii, 'Ublda 
b. ai-SII.mit and Anas, among the: Compaonioina; by al·Sha'bl, 
Ibn Slrln and Sa'ld b. ai-M~Daiyib. among lhe Followcn. 
Btu it did not bo:come common till the next KCJI<:ratinn, bc­
C:II.Ille moll of the narralon till thm had bo:c:n reliable:. In 
the: next generation, when the: narraton of doubtful reliability 
grew in number, lhc:ir c:ritieilm •lso aaumc:d creates- impor­
tance. About the: middle of the: M:e<~nd c:cn1ury, thc:rc:Core, 
A'muh, Shu'ba and Mllik c:riticiRd a 1•111"' number of the 
narraton, •nd dec:l:ued 10ml' olthem as weak, and 1ome • 
unreliable. About the: 1a.mc: time Oourilhed two of the: pc:atest 
l'ritiu of Rijii-Ya.l;lya b. Sa'ld aJ-Q,nJ.n (d. l98f8IS) 
and 'Abd aJ-RaiJmln Ibn Mahdl (d. 198/813) whoM: Yft'dict 
on the oarraton' reliability 01" unreliability Will accept~ 

u final. When: they diff"a-cd in thl'ir opinioa abou1 lhl' 
reliability of a nU'I'lltor, the: tnditi011il1a used tlteir own d;.,. 
crction in the matter. They wes-e folknved by another claa 
or c:ritia which inc:ludcd Yazld b. Hlrtlon and othen.• 

Chronology, biopaphy and c:rilicilm, baving developed 
among the M111lima a1 an early period in the lailtory of blam, 
were applied by them 10 the lsaU in uaditiona-in onlc:r 10 
c:hc:c:k their ll'nuinenct~ and determine the: reliability or their 
Rarraton. Chronology Wal takm by tile traditioniiUo ill an 
important expedient to determine the genuinmct~ ol the 
I1ajJ, "WhellC!VC!I" yall have a dOllbt abollt the veracity 
ofa nan-•tor", remar .. tJ:alf b. Ghiyl.th (d. 160/716), ~IC!It 
him by mean~oltheyran" (i.e. the data ol binh aad d ... tb). 
Sufyln aJ. Thaurl il .. id to have declared: "When tbe 
narraton forged traditiou, wo: uted the Tl'rikA (c:hronolotlr) 
qain~l them".• 1;1-ln b. Z.yd ot.c:n-cd: "Wt- never 
Ulcd agaimt the (orgen a~~y device more ell'ective lhan the 
Tl'rfltlt". 1 

~------~-

(1)--·Adl·olrl•il h .. _;-q-.1 1rr JMI.'frl i• TN. p. 114. 

(lll Mll,l!ioi, 
(J) TR,t!ioi. 
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ChronoJogy had bo:m. 1herd'ore, uaed u early a the second 
century by 1hc tradiaionisu in order •o tesl the 1ru.1h of ahe 
natemcnl uf the n&ITilllon. Some example. of il uc cited by 
M111lim in 1lac in1roduction to hill ~f; arn:l o aoac& many of 
thrm are found in dar wnrkl on As••' •1-Rij.U. 

TI1c tradili<mlsll, ln')WCYM", lo;wing realized lhl' impor­
I8DCC of chronology, biography and criticism, .-nmpilt'd 
indepo:nde111 works ckalinl( "i1h abe narr11.ton nf ltadilions 
in chronnlofl:if:al order bo:liw<" lhc end uf I he Jccono.l l"l:ntury. 
"S~~e:h UA;illlcn of a he narT:Uon of 1radiaions". ••YJo Ouo 
Loah, ''u had brcn chronologinlly arnnged and in whirl• 
every MU1Iim 1radi1ionin in gconlT:oal received a delinile place, 
bad ba-n 11lrc;ody in common Ulc a.rnon~~: abc 1radi1ionisu 
u indispornsabh: hand-books in 1hc sa:ond cenlury".' 

The bcl(innin; of 1hc cmupilalion of the worb on A•••' 
td·Rijll ill difficult 10 dc.otcnninc. Du1 Ibn Nadhn h• onmdo­
~ IWO books :u. Kitlb Ill• Tll'ril;l, in hill /o"'i/lriJI, in lhc diiCIIUI'H 
dr:;oling wi1l1 1hc worb on lhe jurisb and 1he 1rlldi1ionia1L 
One of 1ho:n: boob i1 by 1he greal 1radi1ioniat, 'Abd Alllh b. 
ai-Mublnk; and 1beo;11her, by l..ay1hb. Sa'd (d. 16S.7S/781·91) 
an important lraditionisl a( the Mllikl tc:hool.1 The.e au­
thon had liule intel'ftt in hitlory; and their worb are not 
indad«<. in that •ec:tion of the FiluiJI in which histm-ic:al worb 
11ft dc:all with. We may, lhererore, count them amons the 
earliest worlao on nur subjec1. Horcwitz i1 correct in his 
opiniDP dun the .,.rlint work on the 1ubjec:t wu o:omposcd 
about the middle or the second century.• Among 1he pro­
dueb of the second century or hlam, however, mutt be in­
dueled 1uch worb DP our 1ubjcc:t as the Kita •l- TIIHfll, 
Kitll Tl'riU •1-F .... /11', A"it16 f'.Hfiiiii·FIIftlbl' w'td-M ... 
Milfll11, KitiA TtlnliJill •l·F•Irl' 111'ai-M~IIrl11.,• Kltll 

(I) ZDMG.xaiil,""'­

(2.1 FN.221.19'J. 

(S) zi..J,..,viii,47. 

(4) PN,9W. 
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TtlbtJq6t mtJII "'""''all tlf-Ndi by ai-Wlqidl and Haytham b. 
'Adl-lxuh of whom di.-.:1 in the ht-11inning ohh~ third cenmry, 
and whoo<" works S<"rved u important sourc.,. to th<" later 
writ<"n on the •uhject-e.(l. Ibn Sa'd {d. 230/8+4), Ibn 
ai-KhayyA\ (d. 240/854) and oth<"n.• 

N all the early worb on our 1ubject have been loot, it iA 
impoaihle to determine definitely their general plan aod the 
nature of thdr contents. But from the later worb which 
are baHd on them and which we have recdved, and from 
the general tendencies of the traditioaiAu of tbe time, it may 
be: infencd that their contents mainly comiltcd or: (a) 1hon 
deseriptiOIU of the gcnealogic:o and the datco of their binb 
and death, (b) some biographical manen relating to 
the nan-aton; and (c) a ohon eriticilm of their reliability 
together with the opinion1 of the important authoriticr~ 

about them. TI!.coe arr the main featurco of the eontenu 
of the T11b11ql1 of Ibn Sa'd which wiU bc: deseribed later; 
and theae manen, ;u we have seen, had received 1erioU:! 
anention of the traditionisu before the end of the 1ccond 
century of the Hijra. 

The compilation or the biographies of the aarraton of 
traditionJ, bc:ing begun in the second century of the Hijra, 
w:u continued with Z('al and v .... ur in the following centuries. 
In the third rt'ntury, not only vario1111 1pcclalillu in the sub­
jt'ct-e.g. Ibn Sa'd (d. 230/844), Khalifa b. al-Khayy.llo Ibn 
Abl Khaythamll (d. 279/892) and othen-but alao alm01t 
every traditioailt of reputation compiled. aimultancolllll)' with 
hi!; collection of traditions, •orne bi<>&raphia of their narraton 
also. The compiler of each of the six standard worb in 1/tJi;IA 
lit<"rature hu to hio credit one or mor<" important boolu oa 
the biography of th<' nanlllon of tradition~ also.• Some 
other lraditioniJu alro-e.11. 'Abd Alllh Mul)ammlld b. 
Abl Shayba (d. 235/849), 'Ali b. al-Madlnl, aad many 
othen - wrote on the oubject. 

(I) t•.J. 
(~J t'N,230,231, 233: KZ,i>,-141. 

O.P. 146/22 
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Duriq rhe fourth and rhc 1ucceeding ccnuarie., rhc COin• 

pilarion of the bioJraphin of uaditioni1111 appcan~ 10 haYe 
become a fuhion of rhc time 1hroqhou1 the VAll hl.:unic 
dominion~. Arabia, Syria, Maoporamia, ~nia, Efwpt, 
Mric:a, Spain and India all prodw::~ numcro111 biosraphcn 
of rhe tradirioniau, who c:ompikd hucc worb on the aubjccc. 

Thcworbon I he- AsrHI' •1-Rijl/ht'lped thcpowth o€1ennal 
bio(lraphical lirerarure in the Arabic: lansuap. There wen 
eompiled in Arabic rhc biopaphia of pcxl .. 1rammarili1U, 
phyaic:iam, sainu, jurilca, jvdga, calligraphcn, Ioven, millen. 
idioca, and of other claua of people. The biop'aphlcal 
lirerarure in As-abic ill, thercCwe, extremely rich. "The 11orJ 
of lhc Muhammadan li11~rature", saya Dr. Sprelllft', "ia ita 
literary biopaphie:. ... ncrc is no nariou, nOI' has rh.,rc bren 
any, which like them, baa durirq: lwt"lvc cc:nlurico. narrau:d 
rhe life of evn-y man of lcncn", 1 Margoliouth rem arb: 
"The biographical liruaturc of lhc Arabi waa cxceedina:ly 
rich; indud it would appc;ar th;at in Bq:hdad when an emi• 
nent man died, thtTC wu a ma~1 for J»ocraphin of him, 
a. ia the c.ue in the capita!. of Europe in our time ..• The 
literature which comiso in collected bio&;rapbics is abnormally 
1~, and it is in corucqumee easier for 1he 11uden1 of the 
histOTyofthe ealiph;~~te, to find outBOmethint:aboutthepeno~~~~ 
mentioned in the ehronicla, than i.a any analogous cue" .• 

The m-.ni1ude of these biop'aphieal dictionarits may 
be ucertained from the larsc number of men whose bio­
lr•phics they o:ontain. Ibn Sa'd'• T•hfll conla.int the 
hi~J~T•phin of more than 4000 traditioailo. ai-Bukhl.rl'• 
Tl'rlltll dcall with marc than 42,000 traditionilts. al-Khatlb 
al-llaghdl.dt in his HiltOI")' of Bqhdad, liYashon hiosraphiet 
of 7831 pcnom. Ibn 'AII.kir in the cilhty volumn ot hi• 
Hiltory of Dam.ue111, collected IO(elhn the biographies of a 
much lafll=r number of people. Ibn J:lajar in hj, T~ 
~-Tllllllloi'6 and Mi~llt •1-l'litiM, IUmmariRd the biapaphieal 

(I),ITII,i,iaue.,p.i. 

(2) ArH,7f: 
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notice~ on 12,4\S and 14,343 narTaton of tradition& retpcc:• 
lively. Thoo: figun:s which may bo: e:uily collected from 
numerou.s othcr works on our oubjcct, at1> oufficicnt 10 ohow 
the magnitude of biographical literllturc in Aubic. 

The works on the A~111ti' 111-Rijdl, how<:ver, differ from on<: 
another in their ocopc, their grneral plan, and the detailed 
nature oCtheir contenls, according to the m<>.in object of their 
e<>mpilet-. and authon. Some of them contain extt1>mdy 
short notkes on a particular dau of narraton of tr<>.ditions. 
Such i. the T11baqtil tJI-I;f,..ffd;: of Dhahabl,' and various othrt¥" 
works on wcU 01'" un-reliable narraton. Some of them deal 
with only their names, their k"")'IIS and thdr titln or 1<iSh11s. 
To thio das. belong tho: various worlc.• on As,.d'w' 11I-K111111, 
and the well-known A"il.U 11f•Atutib of al-Sam'tini. Somc of 
them contain biogl"lllphical detaib of all such narnton ao 
lived in or vUited an)' particular town -e.g. Aleppo, Baghdad, 
Dama.<:WI, etc. To thU daa belong the works of ai-KhaJib 
ai-Baghdldl, Ibn ai-'Aol.lr.ir and othen. Some of them d<:al 
with only the reliable or unreliable n:~,munn -e.g. the Kilflb 
tJI· ThiqiJt and the A'il4b 11l-(J11'11fd' of Ibn l;libb;ln and othen. 
Some of them contain the biographie~ of only such narTaton 
q find a place in any panicular collection of traditions 01'" in 
a group of them. To thU daos belong a large number of 
wOI'"ks which dral with the live~ of the nMTaton on whom 
lli-Bukhlrl or MU1lim or the authon of aU the 1ix 1tandard 
worb on /;f11dilh have relied. 

The worb on the As111d' 11l-Rijll may, therefore, be 
classified into two main gt"oups: (I) theseneral worb, and 
(2) the 1pccial worb. 

1. r;,MrtJI W«k.r. By the general ,...,rb on the Ar..,l' 
si·Rij41 are meant ouch of them ;>.:~ contain the biogt"aphio:o 
of all the aanaton, 01" at leut of all the important onc:o 
amoq them, who had been known to their compilers. To 
thil cia~~ belong mo.t of the e&dy wo.-b on the •ubject. ,The 
T«Htll of MuQammad b. Sa'd, the three Hi.uorie~ of 

(l)lnS..~'oa~•-
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ai·Bukhlr'l, the Hinory of AI,Jmad b. Abl Khaylhama, llnd 
many olher worb on 1he ..t~~~~•· 111-Rijll, whic:h were compiled 
duriRJ lhe third century of the Hijra, and which CODiaia 
1he bi,..-aphi<ll of all 1he narraton, or at leut of aU the 
important on<ll •mcmg daem, who had been kiiDWn 10 1heir 
aurhon. The earlieat of these worb l"f!t"eivcd by ut ill the 
liiiM fll- T""'f., fll-K'1161r by Ibn Sa'd. The life of ito au1hor 
hu been admirably descrilxd by two dilllinguithcd GCTman 
oriaualiats, Lo1hl and Saehau;• and I eannol do bc-ucr than 
111mmariae 1heir n:scarchel: 

Aha "Abd AIUih Mul;lammad b. Sa'd b. Munl' ai-Zuhrl 
belonged 10 a family of Babylonia~~ llaves of 1he ram.ily of 1he 
peat 1raditioniu, 'Abd Alllh b. 'Abbls, who had granted 
Uberty 10 1hem. Born at Bllf,l"a, the great ecntre of Qflliilll 
leam.ina:, Ibn Sa'd mull have been aunu:tcd by the ehU11'111 
of lhc Tndition in punuil of whieh he hinMCif travelled 
lhroup KGI"a, Mecea and Madlna where he must have 
11ayed. lOr quite a long timl!. AI lu1, he eame 10 lklghdad, 
the areateal eenlre of in1dlec1taal activity i11 hQ time. HI!H 
he eame in close eont..cl with Wlqidl, one or the early Arab 
hinorians. Ibn Sa'd worked :111 Wlqidl's literary -ilcaal 
IO:r a pi'C'Iay long time, whieh gave himlaia titlck•ti6 •I·W4fidi 
(1hc seercuuy of Wlqidl), by which he is I(CIIerally kaown. 
By hi1 reputation in B&~hdad &I a historian ancltradilioab.1, 
Ibn Sa'd aurac:tcd a band of students who u.t al hQ. feet and 
•1udicd Tradition and Hiatory with him. One of the OlOII 
prominen1 among thl!m waa the great hiatoriiln, ai-Balaclhurl 
who in his la1er caRer borTowed a great deal from Ibn Sa"d 
in hill well known work F.,. .1-.Bwt~lll. Ibn S.'d died in 
the yeu 230-/844. 

Ibn S.'d, who pMJCIICd. great learniq and equally grea1 
love for il, allo paaacssed a great love of booU tbe poPeBion 
and eollcction of which bad Already beconae a fUbioa UlOIII 
tbe M .. u-. al·Kh•"b. ai-Jiaahdadl•ays:• "He .,._...:d vut 

(IJ 's.cillli.o,pp.l74 (A• 3) r. -·---·· -·---­
{!) TIS,Ui,,.ral,edl.tor"llntn:o. 
(3J n., ... uu: 
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leuaiq, knew a lal'fC number of lraditiom, had gr~t.at 1hin1 
for them, nilrralcd a gaod many of •hem, and houl o:ollraed 
a lue:c number of boob, paraicularly 1hc rue one., amlthiiiC 
on /:IHitlt and f'if6". "OC 1h" coUec1io111 o( abe worD of 
ai-Wlqidt'', owldlal-Khallb aloll"ffbdlcll, "which were in lhc 
puNeaion ...r four po::nona dwiag 1hc time of Ibn Sa 'd, bia 
wuthr larRQI". 

Ibn Sa'd made tllc bat IDC of hill van learnina and rich 
library in o;ompiliq hill own wo:rlui. Two or them--the 
TIIHfll and the Killll A.l:ltUr al-Jfdi- laave been mo:Jitioncd 
by Ibn ai-Nadlm. 1 and a third, a 1malla rdilion of the 
Tdat•l, U mentioned by ai-Nawawl1 and othcn, but is DcX 

known to C'xiat. 

Ibn Sa'd'• liitlll .UMir at-.Nril comtitUies only a pan 
of the Tllhtll. It w.u compiled ..,d eomplctcd by 1he 
author, but wu handed down 1o paslerity by his nudcnl, 
l:llrilh b. Mul;lammad b. Abf U ... ma ( 186-282/1112-896).• 

The TIIHfll wu mmp!ctcly planned aad compiled by 
Ibn Sa'd, bu1 could not be completed by him. He appeus, 
however, to have read wl .. tev.,. h~ had writ1~n of aiW book, 
to hil lllldcnt, l;haaayn b. Fahm (211.289{826-901), who ill 
repoi'IC!d to have bftn a keen 11ud~n1 of tradition~ a:nd of abe 
biosraphies of the 1111rra1on. 4 Ibn Fahm completed the boolr. 
a&:COI'dinJto the plan ofiu authDr, added to it his lhan bio­
srapbi~al RDiicc u well as thai or ccnaia other n;aJTaton 
wt-e 111oma had llkc.dy bec.a iadudcd by the ;wthDr in th~ 
pneral plan v61W worlr., aDd read it to lab: - 11udmu. 

Both of these two boob of Ibn Sll'd were received li'onl 

hU 1wo 11udenta ~-~e ~~~~~~~~-d~~___'_ ~ 
(I) FN, 171. 
(2) '1'A. 7; WA, MD. 658. 
(3) "lftCCivedlld& ........ hmlhcbflinaiat:IIUibll-a.tlbcptHdoal­

........ lllelllioofe.• ....... l",_,.iJirilla. 
(4) TB,tolll,!IIJr. • 



~ADfTII LJTP.II.ATURR 

of thrm, Atlmad b. Ma'rQf ai·Khuhlhlb (d. 322f933), com­
binrd 1hem tOgt'thrr into onr book of enoxmoua siac, 1 and 
read it out to hilt~udrnt~. One of these ltudents,AbO. 'Umar 
Al:omad b. 'Abbas (generally known as Ibn l;layyO.ya, 29S. 
382/907-992) who is celrbratrd for l>io keen intnnot in the 
worb on 1br rarly hi.otory of blam and for the preservation 
of the rarl)· hio1orical and biOf!raphieal worb of 1he Arabi, 
rdited 1h~ whole work wi1hou1 making any change ;,. in 
text.• Hio atudenl, ai-Jauharl (363-454/973-1062), handed 
it down to 1he po~terity. Through him are tracrd bao;:k to 1hc 
au1hor all tho:: rxtanl mamucripu of thi• gTCat work. All 
1hese manuscripts preserve the author's original DITilng<cment 
of the contents. • 

111 TJI,v,IGO 

(21 TB,i1i, 121 

13) TIUon"""cdi<ionof<h~T~•t..dbo:>n.anobj<elofkrcoOI\odyb)' 

a cr<>wd .,ru .. dento <>f<h~ "'""'' .af·Rolll f<>< mo.., lh•n <hrcc c:cn<urh:t, 
•• ;, oi«>wn b)- ;,. L~~· and lo-.11<1 fowrd in ;,. ~ariou• ..,...,......,.;pu 
.,-hich hao·~ come down 10 "'' Jlul ,;.,..., aboul olu: COld oflhe ei&hlh 
<tnhl<y A.H., nn •«oun< of ito eno"""'u••i= and lhe appearance 
of.,.._.,,. •h<>rl and h•nd~ b<>oko on 11!., variouo btanchn of A-' 
.,J-R~I.oheirooc""linilbo(a.olodecline,and••l""ihcopie.becam.! 

ocucoo. No complete tnat~uocripl of ohc IM>olr. ;, now known 10 exiol 
{ZDMG, xomi, 611) 

8utd»od<:d~oflio...,.ryin<ere.,illthehiolory-..dociaocuolblam 

lnlh~hlamlc...,.ldiloelf ... obcn.rn.odcupbylhciotcrenorohe....,. 
dan l!.urupcan Ori~nlalioro in <he aneierol &rod onedi.ev•l hio!Oty '""d 
liocr.oour .. of<he P..o01, who durin.s the 1 .. 1 owo c.cnou...., have r~11dcrrd 
vatn- li~en~ty >CI"Yice 10 ito lilerahorc lharr iu -n people. The 
'T•Nfl-loflbnS..'daloodidnooeacoP"Iheir..,..rchi111allenlion. 
An- lluem, Dr. Sprrn:~cr and l'n.of. W\horrofdd had hftn the flnl 
l<>realioclheal<'•tirnpoto"-<><e<>flhel!loolr.<>fCiaueo. TlreypubiUhrd 
•nic]e. <ko<:tibir~.g ila rnanwcriph and in vi lint d1c Ori~ntalio<s' aueo­
lion tu "' Vlllu~"" • wuoee fur culy hinury of hlam (/jit/, i•,) They 
......r il •• an irnporoanl oource for <heir own wwlr.. Olhcr Orien..U.b 
aJ...,......,,,, Sir Wilb..., Muir and Th. Nlildo:H---dcrnonuraled ilo 
gral value by dnwiac uporo it In 1hcir worlto. Buo a lhoro,..-h and 
nW1&Ie n...ty of lbo Sa'd -· r"""n•ed fur -th..- Oermaa oe~~o...-. 
0110 Lolli. who publiohod in 1869 hi• m..tcrly ,._u.e, D.u a-. 
._. "'' lh s.••, ....a a ..,hoolarly articl&- the Ori«'a ....a MaoLq 
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On the buit of all the variolll known manuscripu of Ibn 
l:layyGya'• edition, the gTCill Book of CI~Q.KS was edited by an 
enthllliutic band of German u:holan, and it wu published 
by the Pnu.aian Academy of Sciencn in about 20 yean. 

According to this printed edition, in •pite of vario111 
i«IIRU, the book contaiDJ over and above a detailed biography 
of the Prophet, the biographical notices of about 4300 nun­
ton of various genuatio01 down to 238{852, in the following 
order;-

Vol. I, pan I. Grnealogy of Mul;lammad and his bi.,. 
graphy down Ia his migration to Madlnah. Ed. by E. Mit woe h. 

-:r ru.q, (ioMc:-;-.rn;-.wuH):d.;;.a;;~i-;i.; c;-~.;,~ 
BcrHnm.oniUCripasolthe'-k,thenat .. reofth<ire<~nll"n,.,lhenriKin 
andhioooryofthcT ..... rcWoolbiosrapbic.aldiction>.ri""'•""dthe 
pbce of lhc ....,.. of Ibn S.'d amonJI them, and dlocU>.Uf\11 iu illlp<ll· 
lan«aoarichrniM<>fvaluablc""'oeri.oi<OnOOI"rlimlllLch""'I'Yol 
:::::.· II w;u Looh who po.vood the way fortheo:W!ion ofthioh"lt'L" 

Dutihcll'lnnouooi~prev<ntLOdiuediti<on.ndpubli .. llonWralan!l 
ti ...... For 18 yun aftn the publir••Wn of the u•c . .,i.eo. of Loth, 
IK>onetho"!!htofcditin8orpubliohinllthcbn<>k.ltw .. inj,....,1887 
thatlhcl'ruo•i•nAr.od...,.yofSci.....:cnM>I-Iop<tbliohohc-.r•. 
andpuoPtoi.S.Chaulncha..-cofio.Sacha"looltioup<rilhhiououal 
"''and nLC'I"Y• Wl!hin a Y""''...,..., dioco- ~ olhcr maauocrip" 
of d 1c book whkh ho.d nol bftn •""'"" to l.ooh. They....,.., all 
eollo:clcd "'ll••h~t <rioh I he help of O<hol&r>, Hbtariano - Gow-m· 
....,,.,omcialo,and in 11198 ohrlr eollottioa and edition wao """"" 
byadluinpiohood~nohuoiao<icbandofGc:nnanocbolan.I .. IOOtw<t~ 
JM1bllohcd the Hoh and lh~ l..t ,..,,..,.... ..C lh~ ~~'"""' '->11. Th~ oth..­
volu....,.IOIIo><cd, and by ohe publi.,.,tion of oM 7lh ""l~mc;,. I'IUI 
..,.,...,..plclcdlhecdi<ionofthelel<l. 

Th111 by th~ '"""""' aid of oh• l"""' lionuy ,.,....,,,of ohc PN..W. 
Academy ofScirn.,... undn oh~ Jlllidi"~ inA"c"« and a<ti~ oymp&lh)· 
of Prof. S..clutu, wioh lh~ hrlp of ..,,;,.,, libftri.., in oh~ F.au 
andlh~W ... o. and<hc<.,nlinL>OQOCJforuola-la"-"nnfGc:nna,. 

Oricntall•"· "'"' JM1blimcd '''" gtal 11oo• ar Cia.- in ........., oh.on 
20 ycaro ;On"'""" ,_, tKCnl inc!"'"' of o'ho "-'• which haw­
•ppun:d oince 1920,..,., lh< '"· "Ibn Sa'd" in F.I"J 

A ""'"' ,_,,.t rqrooduoion <>1 oh< 0nmaa Edi<i""' of" '"" Tabaqlt 
........... ,...bllolw:d(lnii'Y<IIa.) atllo:ir.,l(ll76-IJI1il~~7-19\J\ 
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Vol. I, pan 2. Biography of 1h" Proph"t afier hia migra· 
tion to Madlnah nnd varioU!I mauen N:"lati1>g to it. Ed. b)' 
E. Mit•voch nnd Ed. Sachau. 

Vol. II, part I. Th" variou• campaigns of the Prophel. 
Ed. by J. Horovin: 

Vnl. II, part 2, Sid<ou·:u and death of 1he Proph.,l. 
El.,gin wriu"n on his duth by various poc:ts, and th" bio­
graphin of th" Moulim jurists and '""d"n of th" Q.ur'ln 
who lived in Madinah during th" Proph.,t's lif.,·time and just 
aft<T his death. F.d. by J. Schwally. 1912. 

Vol. Ill, pari I. Biographin oC th" Rd'ugees who look 
part in 1h" BBule of Badr. Ed. by E. Sachau. 1904. Pari 2 
of rhU volum" (~d. J. Horovit", 1904) deals with the aarne 
c:laa ofpei""S<">nl 

Vol. IV, part I. Bio)tTaphin of auch early converu 
to Islam as did not rak" parr in ahe Baule of &dr, but had 
rnigraaed tn Abyainia, and huer on took part in "'" Baul" 
of Ubud. Ed. by j. Lippert. 1906. 

Vol. IV, part 2. Biographin of oaher Companions who 
were converted 10 Islam befor~ the eonqunt of Mecca. 
Ed. by J. Lippert. 1908. 

Vol. V. Biograph;,. of the Tlf6i'fltr (Followen) who 
lived in Madlnah. F.d. by K. V. z,nenteen. 1905. 

Vol. VI. Biographies of the Companiom and the 01her 
jurino and lraditioniSTs who seuled down and lived in Kllfa. 
Ed. by K. V. Zcttenteen. 1909. 

Vol. VII, part I. Biographin of the Companions and 
olher jurists and traditionilu who lived in llqra. Ed. by 
B. Meiuner. 1915. 

VqJ. VII, pari 2. Biographies of the Companions and 
other jurilu and tradiaionilu of &ghdad, Syria, EtJyp1, Africa, 
etc. Ed. by E. Sachau. 1908. • 
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Vol, VIII. Bi .. raphies of1he womm narrlllon inc:h.dia1 
the CompanioN and 1he FoJiowen. l'.d. by C. Brockelmann, 
190 •• 

1 .. 1hil cn:at work, no definite eommon plan hu beea 
followed in aU 1he araicla. 81111 1'-e em 1he CompanioN 
:ll"e loUJ, and pnerally con1;Un 1heir IJ<'nealogy buth on 1tu:ir 
father's and rno1her'1 1ide, 1he names of !heir wiVft and 
ehildren, lhe period of lhrir wnvenion 10 hlam, 1he pari 
lakcn by I hem iD !he importanl evc:nb duri ... 1he Prophel's life­
time, 1he dates of 1ho:ir death, and other mauen conn«lc:d 
wilh 1ho:ir habirs, and biop-aphies which wen: eonsidend 
by the uadiaionilu 10 be of impor1ance. Of coune, 1he 
reader U very often dillappointed wilh rqard 10 imponilllt 
biographical mallen whit'h he naiUrally may eap«t. lkat 
at the same time, he very often wmr~~ ano~~ imponant his­
torical maucn wlaic:h he ma.y nol llave npccled. All thne 
detaib, howevel', are entirely wantinll: in the anicle. on abe 
Iiiier RR&Taton, whieh do not exceed one or IWD 1enlenecs. 
Many of them are altosether blank, from which faea it hu 
ritlhaly been inferred thai 1he1C! pons were rMant by Ibn 
S.'d to serve • notes 10 be developed al 101M l111er date, 
but he died bclhre comple1inc bil wort. 

All Pror. Sachau NJI', Ibn Sa'd ha. shown in his work 
impartiality and honesty, 1horo111hnea and minutenas, and 
objectivily and ori1inality. 1 Hb impanialiay and hunn1y 
havr been pnerally adr.aowledpd. ju11 u in spi1e of bcin1 
a Mauli or the Hlllhimiles, he aook no para ia thdr party 
politin. 10 in his anic:les on 1he varinlll peno111 he 1ave no 
n:preaion 10 hil penonal rdalion 10 or prejudic:e b or illai1111 
any one, and recorded in limple, unvarnished slyle all thai 
he ~and conlidercd of imporaanee abcm1 1hnn. His 
thorou1hnca aad minuteD'* il abamdanaly shown by hil 
eon~1aa1 reference 10 the varioiB versioN of An evcnl • well 
.. 10 1hedifl'erenecs amon1hil authori1ics. Hilobjecaivi1y is 
illllllr&ted by the want of the lcua irrelevant maaeri.al in his 

(i)-TIS~ lil, I, ..u-·· inii'Oo, pp. ""' ., "f· 

o .•. lf6/23 
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-•· Hil originality ia 1l1own by hil l~tb-cl ... ificalion or 1he 
niii'TatOI'II aceonlinc to tlae vuio.,. pnwiiKCI in which lhey 
Jived, and the l"no:ral statcmrnt of the b~tUs or the V:ll"iolll 

vcniom or an event t.erou de~cribing them and the entire 
ab.cnce of them in ceruoin part•, all or whicb Are a.<ribcd to 
bill own ill8enuilr-' He hM bee-n compared by Sacha~t with 
Plul;ueh-the difro:renee in !heir works bring due to llle ract 
!hat Plu1an:h rormcd the 1 .. 1 link in a long ehain or biop-a­
phcrs whole contributions to the art he had lnhni1ed, wln~rcu 
Jba Sa'd bad been one or the pionecn In the field. 

Be it as it may, the T•lmfdl or Ibn Sa'd is one or 1he car­
lime extant worlul on .1h•.l' 11/.Rijll, containing biopAphical 
aotices of moll of the imporlanl narraton orthe lft<>l;l impcq-­
tant period in the history or traditiON. h ill a rich mine or 
many-Deled, valuable inrot"mation about the early hiltory or 
hlam. h mRy be described not only u the most imporlant 
extanl WOI'Ir. on the subject, but abo u one of the most i­
portant wcwk1 in Arabic litcralurc in aeneral. Since the 
beginning of the rounh untury A. H., it hu been used u a 
MIW'tt by a larae number of authon on Arabian hi11ory and 
biotraphy. ai-Ba1Adhurl,1 al--Tabart,1 ai-Khatlb ai-BaghdAdl, 
Ibn ai·Athtr, al-Nawawl• and Ibn Uajar• used it u an im· 
portant source lOr 1heir -rb, and ai-Suy8!1 prepared an 
epitome or il. As a gencr~ol biogt'aphical dictionary or tilt' 
niii'Taton it appean lo have alwa)'ll occupied a unique pmition 
iathe AIM .. tii-Rij.ll. The other works or the T.Hflt ca.. 
dealt only will! paniculu cl..a of the narn.ton. 

KrrAa At.-TA'aii.H 0J1 At.-BultH.\RI 

Ibn Sa'd'• T•kf41 wu IOOR rollowcd by the -rb of 
ai·Bukhlrl who elaimcd to have poaeacd 10mc biosnpbical 

(I) ZDMO, IDliil, ti0f.605; TIS, iii, I, pp. ~·;;.-;;~~ii.--
(21 015,;,. lntro., p. 9. 

(3) A,11>,i,III:J.16. CI.TIS,i, l,pp.28,29. 
(4) TA, 7. 

(5)1TS,i,2. 



"' knowledge about every narrator of traditionl. He compiled 
three boob on the hinory of the narraton in general. llte 

~~~=c~~~~o7:,~h:2~~~~:::~:~~:~.,::,~;c ~:~;::~;~= 
parts of it an: praerved in certain libraries on the ba~Q of 
which the Dl'irllt ai-Ma'lrif, Hyderabad (India) h:u prepa­
red a text of the book, and publiohcd it. 

2. Bi"ll"'PI.iuJl tlictimrori~s of Jtl'•licu.llu dllu~• of J<anotan. 
Almost •imuhancously with the biographi<:;~.l dictionuics 
of the narrators in general, was begun the compilation of 
those of particular d..,...,. uf th<'m. The most impoMant of 
them arc:-

thooc containing the biograph;.,. of the CompilniODI; 

ii. th011c containing the biosraphie of the namuon 
who lived in or visited any particular town or province; ..• 

iii. those containing the biosraphieo of the na!Taton 
belonging to the various sclooob or the juri1u. 

i. THr. BtOOII.APHICAL DoCTIONAIUI.S OF Tll~ CoNPA...'<lONI 

ThCile constiiUtC the vital part or the A.s~r~l.' tJI-Rijl.l. But 
no independent book on the subject appean to have ~n 
written before the third century or the Hijra, when the gnat 
traditionUt, ai-Bukhllri, compil.-d the lint indepcndrnt bio­
graphi<:al di<:tionary of the Companion.a' whi<:h muol have 
been mainly baaed on :-

(a) the SittJ/ liter:aturr; 

(b) the numeroUI monograplu rrlating to tbe variouo 
important events dUJ"ing the early period of the hia­
t<>l')' of bham; 

(I) ITS, i, I. 
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{c) a llll'lc number of tr..tiliom containin1 biographical 
material n!lalina: 10 lhc Com~M, 

(d) and the eulirr pncral worb oro lhc ,.t,.., •• 111-Rijll. 

ai·Bu.hlrt wu rollowcd by numcro.. authon duria1 
the diKrnnt pcTiocb in the history ol IJiun, who pntduccd a 
vut litrrature on the Mabjcct. AbO Ya'la Abrnad b. 'All 
(201-30l'/816-919), AbG ai·QJ!iim 'Abel Alllh al-Bathawl 
(213-317/828-929), ahc 1reat tradiaio.aiu aDd copyist, AbG 
JJali 'Umar b. A\lmad' (com~~~~~mly •nown u Ibn Shlhln, 
297-385/909-99!1), one or the 11101t prviWc wriacn or his lime 
(who spent lllOC1: lhan 700 GriM- on ink only),1 AbG 'Abel 
AJIJh Mu\lammad b. Yabya b. Manda (d. 301/913), 
Abill Nu'aym A.bmad b. 'Abd Alllh (336-103/947-1012), 
wbo hu been dclcribcd as- of &be belt a.-.liaMmillu,• Ibn 
'Abd ai·BII.IT (368-463/978-1070) of" Cordova, a contemporary 
al ai-Kh•!lb al-llq:hdacll, and the 1rea1mt traditionist fll hil 
lime in the We~~,• Abill Millla MubuniRacl b. Abl Balr (.501· 
S81/II07·118S), and many othcn produced an a:leftlive 
litrratu.., on the biasraphies ol the Compaaiona. 

The ro:sulu of the ro:seuchm of all thae 1chQian were 
o:o.Ucckd qcthcr in lhe IK'Vealh century A.H. by the well· 
1uao- biatorian and traditioaDI, 'In ai-Din Ibn ai·Aihlr 
(SS,_630/II00.1230) in bill book, UM fll·CIIIH, which wu 
bMed maiDiy oa the worlll ollba Maada, Abll Nu'aym, Aba 
M..._ and lba 'Abd ai-Ban- (wh- lti/'M contained tile 
biopapbin. of olllly 300 Compuaio111, and to which a 111pple• 
narat - wriuna by lba Fa11!oAa, whida coatained the bio­
paphic:al notic:• oraboua 1he ume number o1Compaaioa.).1 
lba ai-Alhlr, however, d...,. n01 1011- hi. 110urcm bliltdlr. 

Havinr dilc-..d in ahe inlroductioa. tbe daid' 110urcct1 
ol his boo• aad iu 1naeral plaa, lim ai-Alhlr .._ de&all:llll die 
111 ·"11l. o:,-m:ili-----·-·-------­
l21 /hJ . .U.-7. 
(S1 ,TH • .Uu, U. 
(4) WA,No.M7. 
(.lo) n,;,:rn. 



'" '""" $-tl)•hk, hu gillen a ohort •ketch of !he biovaphy of 
thr Prophet, and has put tO(IIethrr in the alpba~tical order 
the biog..-.phi.,. or 7,S54 Companio.,., 10me of wt.o... wac 
dUwv<'n-d by him through hit indcpcndan to:Hardm. In 
the various .:utidr:t, he bu ll"""''ally givcn the uuna or the 
c ... mpaniora, their hr")'a<, !heir ~tenulogy and «rtain biogra­
phical malten relating to them. Whr:n ),.: dilfcn &om hil 
predeceaon, he di..:1111t:~~ the malt" at lrn~h, giY(:S reaoons 
in hia own lupport, and nplain~ thc uusa oC the: miotakeo 
made by hill predeceuon. In opite or many rrpctiliom in it, 
the Uul t~I-GI!Ab4 ha. beo:n g<'nerally apprtti.tcd &ftd aCc<'ptcd 
by the traditionilu. as a reliable authority on iu •ubjcct. 
Scvn.-1 biographcn -e·ll· ai-Nawawl, ai-Dbahabl, ai·Q. .. ha­
yrl, ai-Suy011, and othcn-havc pre-pared ill epitome~.' 

Th" u.J •I-GUM• wu follnwcd in the ninth cnuury of 
the Hijra by a more compo-ehrmivr work nn the •ubjo:o:t­
via. the IJdH fl T,.,.y;, •l-~IH. Itt .author, Shih.lob al­
Oin Abllo ai-Fadl b. 'All Ibn l;lajar al-'AM:jal.lnl (173-8S2/ 
1371-1448) Will the greatest literary figure of his timr. Hr 
wu bom at old Cairo in 773. Hr loilt both hil mut.her and 
his father (who wu a jurilt) when he wu a mer-r infant. Hr 
wu brought up by one of hil rrlalivcs who w:u a buaino:a 
man. Bul the little orphan wao mdowrd by natw-r with 
11rong intellectual pow""' and vmt ten&c:ity of plli"JM*'. 
lo •pite of great diffirullic:a io b.il way, hr1tud: to hia literary 
punuill, and 1000 uct'llcd in Arabic lu.guagc and literature 
N ~II u in all the variouo blam.ic 1cicnec:s and Anlbic c.a.lli· 
graphy. To ljtllltiA puticul..wly he dcvotrd a eonJidcrabte 
part ofhia life. For 10 yean ht' sat for illt.._c .at the feet 
of the well known uaditioniat, Zayn ai-Dln 'lr.lql (72>806{ 
13SI-1404) who bad rciatroducrd into lhc te.aclling of tr;adi. 
tiont the old method of /1,./tl' {dination), and had brouabt 
the 11udy of {IHlllt back to its fanner glory. HavioiJ fioiJhed 
hill atudit'l, Ibn l;lajar IC'ttled down at Cairo in 1+03, and 
drvo~:rd hihiiC'If to the ~Ql'icc of 1;1-'ldt and lbe COilat'Cit'd 

ocicnco. Hill authoriry u a tnditioDilll was rec'"l"izt'd 

<II n, 32: KZ.1.2Jet_ 
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by his cont<'mporilria, and hor wu appointed u iu prof­
in a..vcral cducaticmal institution.. He alto served u a 
jud1e -a poot he ac:ccptcd after rd'llli111 it Kvcra1 u-. He 
died in 8)2/lfO+. 

He- ldl about 150 nrlai• inmmplcu: 11nd complete eompo­
sitioru and oompilationl wbich show h.., vrnatile geni•. 
Th<" /-"'a~ ai-Bhl, a commentary on ~1{1 ai-BtJrlr•ri, U dea­
crib«< aa a wwk by which waa paid the prat dC'bt which 
the liu•rary world of blam owed to tin: grll'at work of ai­
BukhArl 1W sia ceanaries. 

In tbr l1tJH, Ibn !;I ajar has plll tDgethcr the resulu or the 
labov.n of all his predecc.on in the field of the biographin 
of the Companions, criticilins: them in C"ertain cases. and 
addins to them the raulu or hU own rcacarcha. He ha1 
divided his book iruo lOur paru;-

Put I. Such JK'rtOIU u are mentioned in any traditioa­
genuine w- rair or weak-directly or indirectly, to be 
Companions. 

Pan II. SU<:h prnon~ u wac too you111 when the Pro­
phet died, but wee born durina: hill lire-lime in 1he ramily 
of 1hc Campania..., which lcacb 1o lhc praumplion 1ha1 1hey 
rulfillc:d the neces~ary conditio..., or being one of 1hem. 

Par1 Ill. Such penona a are ki'IOWI:II 1o have lived both 
bcfine and aftn the advent or lalam, but arc not kDDWn ID 

have CVCI' aaoc:ialed with the Prophe1. These pcnoaa have 
never been ki'IOWI:II to be Companioru. but they are mcnlioacd 
ia 110mc of the worb on the lire of the Oompi!lnioaa 1imply 
b«aUIC 1hcy lived in 1he tame period wi1h 1hcm. 

Pari IV. ThiJ pan cotuaina the biosraphies or 111ch 
personJ,.. a~ wrongly mentiooed in MNneof 1hc biDIJ'aphical 
dic1ionaries u CompaniotD. 

ii. Til& 8100RAPHIC41- I>KmOJIIAal&l DP TUB. NARL\TOU 

W- LIYBP I"' Oil VmiTBD AlfY PA&.TIOUt-Aa Tow"' Oil PIIOVIIHI& 

Aabther huce .0:1 or biotrraphical dictionaria of nPTaiOIS 
had been completed B«<O'dia1 to pJ.- ar provinCCI where 



"' they lived ,_ whkh they viaitecl. 1ne number or such dic­
ticmaria is larp. Not only almQIII all the provill«<, but alm0111 
every import011nt town, had not only one or two but ICYII.'I'al 
biogn.ph~n who coiii!Cted ~ther the biogn.phia of every 
important traditionlst or man of lcnen who cithft lived in it 
or vililed it. Mccn, MadlnaJ1, la4ra, KiiCah, Wbit, Dam:uc:111, 
Antioch, Alexandria, Q.ayrawl.n, Cordova, Mausil, Aleppo, 
Ba1hdld, h(ahl.n, Bukhara, Mcrv, etc. aU had their historian~ 
and biog:raphen or their men of II!Uo:n.• 

Many of thac provincial hiotorian~ dcah with the politkal 
hilcory of thesr provinces. Many of them dealt mainly with 
1hc biographin or their !MD of leuert in ~~:mnal and those 
of the niUTato:n and the traditionills in putic11l.r. Many 
of the early binpaphic:al dic:tionarirs. which o:antaincd 1hc 
bKlr:raphicll of the imp01'1anl M111lim 1cholan of particular 
places (tina their c:anqunt by the MU1Iim1 till 1hc time ol 
the comp.ilen), arc tupplcmmled by their ••«CIID" with 
tho.e of the eminenl meD of the l.at<er prriocb down 10 
.alm011t modern times. 

One or the -.t important works orthQ typr is ai-Khatlb 
aJ..Baghdldr• TI'.W. S.,.WUwhieh i1 the e.arlie~t biopaphiral 
dictionary of the men of lomen-principally, tnditionisu 

(l}l'clo-lheinopconanHol''th~localhioloniograploy'hl'o:ftiK" 

,_,be IMdc 10 Ike "llowi .. p~~~-.e {amibuled 1<>!plii! b. Al)mad, 
theauthorat'(...,.,.,_~!)la): 

''Whal rel ....... o lll:holll .. hlp .. ._.. CMioivaled in A ,._ ADd 
odtolantiw!tlthcntinaacim~andiDO>donltu-,IIM .. ......, .. or 
nadl.....,.,.._....,.u,h....,iat...,....inuadiliano.....,lol~a 

wioloaoll<lf1Mlll••uulrofohe/f*/llllorthcirloomeiOWJI ... Allerthe 
olude11tll_..whlltiof011nolaadwkatiou111011ndinlhriloradi• 

""""· ..,d n Cllllllplctdr -·oainted with the I(MIM ............ iD 
IUocitraoulohci<eandidoao,llc,..rD<!CUI'fhllllMirwilht""' ... 
ditiaoo>Jolhn-pa- ..... with t.....W.., ;,_ocbol"lntllli,oiaooo". 

(TB, l,214:ciud ... HMH,p. 14f) 

O..thillq11111Uoooabo ... MIS, 10011', 
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-who o:llher bo:lonco:d to, or do:livero:d ko:turs in, lho: put 
mo:lropolil. 1 

ai·Kha!lb ai·B .. hdWI (392-463 A. H.), whole full narae w• 
Abill B:akr Al_omad b. 'Ali, was 1he :tOn of a Kha!lb of' a villap 
ltl:ilr B.,.hdad. He wu bom in the ynr 392}1002, and bq:an 
thcoludy orl.ltulillo 111 theaiJCof II. He :acquired it at lhe 
va:rioU!I rentres of learnint" in Mo:sopalamia, Syria, Arabi11, 
and Persia; and .-n he 1ained exc:ellenre in the Y11rio111 
blamil: Kiences, particularly, lhe AJIIII' fi-Rij41 and /;ltlllillo. 
He do:livo:rcd lectures on l;llltiU6 in Damuc:us, Baghdad and 
other places, and 1010e or hil to:acho:n (e.g. ai·Azharl and 
ai-Ba.rqlnl) ac:cepted him .. an authorily on lraditiDIIII, and 
reco:ivnl them &om him. Fioally, he Jellied down in Bq:h· 
did, where loU authority on l;llltl/16 Will r«GJ~niud by lhe 
caliph al-0'im and hi1 mininer Ibn Mui11.ma {d. 450/1058), 
who load ordered thai no preacher •loould narrall: in hilaermon 
any tr:adition that w .. not approved by ai-Kha!lb ai·B81hdidl. 
Here he read nul alm0111 all hi1 boob 10 loU ltudc.-nu, and 
here he died in 46:Jfl07l. 

Hil life in B.ghdld had n01 biiiC.'R altOBCther uneventl\111. 
Durin1 the revoll or 111-B:aalllrl (450/1058) by whom Ibn 
M:aslam11 wa1 killed, ai-Kha,lb abo 1ulfo:red much, He had 
to leave the town and wander about in Syria for IOIRC time; 
ADd when after the I:UeUiion of' the rebel he ret:umcd to 
Ba1hdld in 451, he oulfero:d althehandaorthe l:lanballtcs-on 
accounl or hil leaviRf 1he ~anball ac:IIDDI and joining 
the Shaf'i'iu: Kbool, and ako on atcount or hil liberal view. 
10wa:rda lhc Alhl'irah and the Sc:holutic phil010phcn. Many 
treaU.. api01t him by lhe l:lanbalita, are mentioaed by 
~ljl Khallra. ai-Kbapb, howeva", had been ronunall: in 
havins attained all bil pat desircl-118101:1)', (I) to read 
ou1 hil po:al Hiltory of'Bq:bdld to hil atudenu In 1hat town; 

~~-~-,;;.--;;,;;;;lie,. hh;;;; .,I d.~ l<i1r brT•vi'Gr A;" ... ~~ 
(1!04-210/8t!loo98S) fll which _,, lb• oilllh ......... hu bern llaawn, 

li~........,....,. lnDObo-.1 irooo a..- by H. Keller, ot.~a ,.;111 

.. hiuoooy fll doe c.upbL 
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and (2) to ~ buried by the aide: or the pave: or ai·Bilhr al· 
l;l&n (1~·227/767-841). 

ai·Kha!lb compiled ~ lal'le and 1mall boob and treatiles 
a liat of which Q given by YAqOt in hill M11'jt1M •1-Utlalt•'. • 
The man important of theK worka i• hill r••nu S.,UtW. 
In thill monumental work (which he read out to hil nudenu 
in the year 461), having siven the topography or lba;bdld, 
R\lflra, and aJ-Madl'in (Ptmiphon), which has bun. rully 
utilised by Lt:Strana;ein hQieamed book an Baghdad,ai-Khatlb 
compiled together tho: bi01r21phia of 7831 cmino:nt mo:n and 
WOJI'Ien (chiefly, traditionioltl) who wue either bora i11 Bq:h­
dacl, Dl' who came to it &om other places and delivered lce­
uarea (011 uaditions). He hu allo dclcribed 10mc imparuat 
vbiton. to the city. He &iva their 1111n1ea, .. ..,_,., data ol 
death, and «rtain other biosraphical maucn, and the opi­
nkma of important traditionQr:a about their reliability. 

lD the rarranacmo:111 ol the varia .. arliclea, aJ-Kha~b pvo: 
the pride or place to the Campanicml. They are [allowed 
by those havina:tho: name Mubammacl. In the other anio:lea 
alphabetical order baa ~en IOllowed. The articles on "­
who are known by their hvd, and on WOJI'Ien, are put at tho: 
md. 

In thQ book ai-KhaPb hu 1hown hill v- kaowled&e 
of I!JMirA aad of tho: A•••" •1-RijM, and hu abodo:mo1111tntcd 
hU impartiality and critical uumen.. He aJwaya pea tho: 
.. urce or hil infom~ation, and very oftCI"I diK- (in hia 
nota) tho: reliability of tho: uaditionl quoted, aDd of tho: 
reports received by him; be tria to determine tho: facti with· 
out pnjudice Dl' partiality.• 

ai-KhaPb's dmeriplion ol"lmlm Abmacl aDd ai-Shlli'laa 
'maato:r of the traditioniau' and 'crown af the jllliau' {reapec:­
tivcly) lOt which he hu bc1:n criticised, dna~ nat appear to 

be unfair. He il ~ a~ep~-~lr~l~~~=~ 
(I} MUd,;, :HI.f.t!l. 
(2} Tll,i,:nt;li,"l;iv,I76;Yi,IOI. 

O.P. 14.6/24 
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~.,gardC'd u. the gn.:at.,t 1r11ditionist of hill time in the Ea$t­
IU hill contcmpora.rr of Cordova (Jim 'Abd ai·Barr) is talr.C'n 
.., !he great.,.! traditioni~t of hi• time in the Well.! 

ai-KbaVb had brought hi1 dictionary down to 450 A.H. 
Hill oucceaon continued !he work after him. ni-Sam'lonl 
(!106-562/1113·1167), ai-Dubaythl (558-637/1163-1239), Ibn 
ai-N;~jji\r (.578-&13/1183-12U) and others wrote lupplemenu 
1o hill book compilinR biographio of rmincnt m"n of 
BaghdAd till their own times. 1 

H!ITOilY OF O ... IIASCliS IV IBN aJ-'As.i.l!;tR 

Th" entire pl;o.n of the History of lb.ghdlld w.u followed 
by Ibn ai-'M.ikir in his huge biographical diction:;o.ry of the 
cminau men of Damaa-cus in 80 volumes which excited the 
wonder and admiration of the lalff writns. 

Ibn al-'Asl.kir, whose full name WILl AbQ al-Q11im 'All 
b. al-l;lasall b. Hibat AIHI.h b. 'AbdAllah b. al-l:huayn, was 
born in a respectable and literary family in Oamaseu1 in 199/ 
1105. Hit fathu, hi$ brother, hit son and his neph~ all are 
described by ai·Subkl' :utraditionistsof some eminence. Some 
of hit predecesson also appear to have taken part in the cam· 
paigm. againu 1he Crusaders which gave him the Iitle of Ibn 
ai·"A«.U.ir, b)· which he i_, genera.lly known. Ibn al·'AIAkir, 
having prosecuted his early uudia with his father and other 
teaehen in Damucus, trevelled widely and visited all the 
important c~a~lTI'S of /:{a<iWt learning, a long lbt of which is 
given by ai·Subkl in his Tt~ln.qiJI. He tat at the feet of more 
thllll 1300 teach"" of l:latlith, of whom more then 80 belonged 
to the fair •n.. Finally, he sc:uled down at Damuclll, his 
native town, where he devoted himself wholly to the 1erviee 
of /l~lth and the connected subjects, compiling boob and 
treatues, and ddivcring lccturo::o on them in the college which 
had been founded for him by the great grnrral and jurUt, 
Nilr al-Oin Mu\lammad ai-Zanjl who had off'crcd him KVeral 
~U, which he rcfuocd. ~~~.!_!~ __ _ 
tl) KZ. ii, 119f. 
t2) TK, iv, 211,120; v. 66,141. 
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kno~:~;:e:f ,i:::::::::.. :~:;!:;,;0:n~~=~~:n::'~':~~vo:i~~ 
~ =~~::~~~~~;;::,~::cs:~t::~;=~":•::~i;i~:~!~:~ 
time. (To this tbe t.·aditiont related by him in pra4r of 
DAmaKus must be an exception). 

He compiled a large number of important work•; a L<>nll: 
list of his worlu is given by YAqO::.t in the MM}om 11/. U.idd'.l 
Many of thcse arc still prcscrved in the various librarics in 
rhe E111t and in the Wcst. 

The most impoTtant and mou voluminous of hi!r worlu 
is the History of Damuew:. Its eompilation was taken up 
at the requen of a friend of the author. But the work eould 
not be continued on account of certain anxietics and sad 
events. The exco:uive dnire of NCir al-Din ai-Zillljl, ho_,vcr, 
to occ the work completed, induced the author to complete it 
during hia old age.• 

In this book, after giving a ehort hiSiory of 5)-ria in gener-al 
and of Dama.seus in partir:ular, and afier otating brieHy the 
superiority of Syria to other placcs on the buia of cCTtain 
traditions extolling Syria in gt"nrmol and Damucw in )ntti­
culu, IUid after describing its prophets and monuteries, 
Ibn al·' Ad.k.ir collected tO!!;ethu the biograph in of the eminent 
men and women of \'arious classcs (r:IUell)' u-adiLioniaU) 
who either lived in or visited Damaseuo. The biographical 
part bcgi.DI with the articles on those whose namo::s are Abmad, 
which ue headed by a 1hort biography of the Prophet of 
Islam. In the atTaagement of oil the arLides, alphabcLical 
order in the namo hu been observed without any preference 
being given to any claa of men. At the end are added the 
article~ on men wh01e namo arc not known according to the 
alphabetical order of their .t.m_,.., which arc followed by lhose 
on the cmiAent women in the sama order as in the! case afmm. 
--------------·-
(I) MUd, v, 140-144. 

12) TO, i, IK 
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Like: al-Kh,.lib :111-Bq:hdldland Ibn al-'Ad.kir, variouaothu 

lraditionilts and hinorians collo:cto:d. tog.,tber the biographiea 
of men of lctten in general, and of the narraton in parti­
cular, of various other towns. Ibn Manda (d. 301/911) and 
AbO Nu'aym (336/403) of J,fahln colleo;ted together the bio­
graphia of the narraton who ~longrd to their town, I and 
the work of the lancr U pranvcd in the libradcs of Rampur, 
Comtaminoplc and ~idcn.' ai-I;U.kim (321-40:if933-1014) 
compiled those of the narrators who bdongcd to Nbhllpdr, 
wMch bll! been admired by ai...Subki.1 AbU ai·Q.bim "Umar b. 
Abmad al-'Uqayll, generally known as Ibn ai·'Adim (S88-
&;0JII91-1262) collectnl together the biographies of eminent 
men, including a large number of traditionit.U, of Aleppo 
io about 30 vohune:o. h w;u supplemented by his differ=t 
oucco::aon.• Ab6 Sa'd al-Sam'llnl (5Q6.562/ill3·1167) 
compiled a biographical dictionary mainly of t.ile naditionisiS 
of Mervin 20 volumes.• The traditionUas of Wbil, of KQfa, 
of BllfTa,ofHirllt, and Q.azwln and of many olher towns found 
thrir biographcn in Ibn al·Dubaythi1 (558-637{1162-1239), 
Ibn ai-Najjllr,' Ibn Shabba1 (173-263{789-876), Ibn 
ai-Bu.dz,• and in ai-R.Ilri" 0 resp«tively. 

Over and above the biographical dietionarie~ of the tta­
ditionioll and n:anaton living in particular towm, there were 
also collected together the biognphies of the nuraton living 
in certain provinces--e.g. AndaiUiia, Africa, ~n'A, Egypt, 
Khurasan, etc.-by Ibn ai-Farl,ll, Ibn Baahlr.wal, al·l;lwna.ydl 
and othcn. 

(I) WA,Not.l2,6SI. 
121 KT, 83; Cal. ~. Mu., 1.oidal 
(~) WA, No. 62£>; TK. 
14) KZ,ii,I2Sf. 
{)) WA,No.400, 

(6) ltiii.No.lii72. 
(7) MUd, i, 410; KZ. ii, 14S. 
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CHAPTER IX 

SciBNCU 01' TllADJtKNC-Coald 

('Ul,. .J-/.Iftllll) 

C.mem~ .\liD TBcHll'~q.IJP or ..... Dtnt 

Side by oMic with tho: l;ltlllllll Lilcratun, thcn abo dCYCiopcd 
1hc mc1bodl or criticilm and the technique~ ol' 1;111111111. It 
is natural fur a rcuonablo:: penon who may receive the r~n 
of an event in which he may be intcralcd,loinqui.rc about the 
characta and reliability or Ike reporter NwcU .. into tbc likeli· 
hood of the event which h• been reponed to him. In the 
Ql.lr'ln, at any rate, we fiod dear indication or the criticQm 
of the repor1cn or an CYCDI N well u ol' 1hc likelihood ol' it. 
It cmphubcd the principle of Ike criticilm or 1hc reponcn 
of an Cft'lllt in the vcnc (XLIX, 6): "0 you who bclinc! 
Jr an unl'ifhleoWI penon come~ 10 you with a report, loot. 
carefully into it". The principle or the plautibility of a 
otalcmcot hu allo been indicalcd in the Q.ur'ln in 6CYcral 
places. The ac:c111ation qaiRII 'A'ilhah h;u, been dclcribecl 
u an evident C.ltehood,• bccaiiiC her charac1o:r was allove 
aU 1u.picion. The Qur'lro bu abo rejected u Wlrtuonablc 
and unl'oundcd, the 1imwy of Ike ...,...hip ol Ezra and or Jcsu,. 
whieb wu aac:ncd by 1bc Jew~ and the Chril.l....,.. 1 

The Prophcl (Mubaaunad) also criticilcd. many of 1he 
rcpo11o:rs, and made run of lhlpcnlilioWI bclicfa of the J­
and or the papo Arabi u unrcason-.bR aad l'oolilh. 

After the Prophet's delth, when hil AtMrM wa-e10Uihl 
after and were reported. by many of bil Com~Moniolll, .cveral 
Oom~Monionl critkised 10mc ol' the reponcn and rcjcclcd 
10mc or their rcporll. • All •aid aboul 1he npol't of • IJ"lllt 
by Mu'qil b. Sialn lhat he could 001 accept 1hc rcpon 
of an uncukurcd, IOIYCAly Beduin.• 'Umu b. ai-K.hanab 
(I) Q,rb.-~~12.------ - :---· 
t2) ltU.&..""-
(S) NA, 110; JT (AhJ, li; 197. 
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said in th~ pr ... cncc of many CompanioN that he co\lld not 
gi~c "'P the Book of God and the practice of H;, Prophet 
becau,.., of the report of a woman {FAiimah bint Q.ays}, for 
no one could tell whether ohc wllll right or wrong, and whether 
she remembered (what abc reported) or had forgotten. 1 

'Amm4r b. Ybir once reported a t/adi/11 of th~ PTophet 
with regard to T<IJ'<'"'""'"' in an a.uembly of the Companions 
in wltich 'Umar b. ai-KhanSb w» also present. On hearing 
the J;ladilll, lJmar 1aid to 'AmntSr: "Fear God". 1 This 
ohows that 'Umar did not accept what 'Ammar had reported. 
The ~l>'~i~ of Mwlim contain~ a upon in which Ibn 'AbbAs 
critici•ed numnow 'j,.dgm~u· of'All b. Abl TAlib. 1 When 
Mal_tmiod b. al-Rabl' reported in an -embly of the Com· 
panions thlll doc Prophet had 1aid that he who profeued 
that there "'as no God but Allah WO\lld not be put into hell­
fire, Abil An·ilb ai-An.arl remarked that he did not think 
that the Prophet ever had said any such thing. • Many other 
inuance< of the criticism of the reporters of J:llU/itll by their 
fdlow·Companion.o (e.g. •A'iahah, 'Umar b. ai-KhaHI.b, 
Ibn 'AbbiU and others} ma}' be ca.~ily gathered from worb 
on /;ltJdilll and the ,t,..,.;• al-Rijtil. These critig.JDJt or the Com­
panions against one another show that they are not above 
criticism. As a maucr of fact, accordin& to the prindplct 
acccptc<.l by moat <of the Sunnl Muslim scholar:s, no one oc.cept 
the Prophets is infallible. And even the Prophel!. are liable 
to commit mUtakcs in matters which do not concern the 
religions revealed to them. 

The practice of criticising the Af4tlilh of the Prophet 
and their reporters (by the CompanioN) was followed by the 
traditioniu• of the later generatioN, Shu'ba b. al-l;la.ij~, 

Yal)yl b. Sa'ld ai-Q.a\llln, 'All b. al-Madlnl, Ahmad b. 
l;lanbal and many other traditionisb criticised the rcporten 
~~ /;ltJtlilh, pointed O\lt their character, and fixed up the 

(I) JT, i, 141 

{2) SPof,i,lll(ll.oll·T•.-•). 

(3) /~i.i, '· 10 

<•> sa.;, t4t 
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degree of !heir reliabilily. ThWI !here developed in Arahic 
IWO importanl branchca of iilcralurc: (I) '//m Riwdft!l 
tlf-flodilfl which U also called MU/1111<11) 11.l·fl11dlllr (lhe science 
of naTTalion or 1echniqucs of l:fdtiil•); (2) 'lim 11/-.]m~ w'4J, 
To'dfl (lhc srienc., of critiei•m of 1h., r"portcn) 

I. The earliesl lrea!U., rcceiv"d by us conlaining maUeB 
eonnecled wi1h th" Riw.J.)tll or nan!miuion of l:l11d{(f1 ;, rhe 
111-Ri.f.Jiofl of ai-Sh!fi'l (767-820 A.D.), which dcab mainly 
wirh the jurilprud.,nce of 1hc ShAfi'l oy111em of lolamic law. 
h was followed by th" worb of Ab6 M\1\lammad ai-Ram­
hunnud (d. cr 350/961), al-l:Uikim (d. 403/1012), AM 
Nu'aym (745/1038) and of ai-Kha11b ai-Baghdldl ( 1002-1071) 
who !ystematizcd the maucr de~~eribcd by his predcceuon, 
in his Kit.JIJ oi-Kif#;!~Jir. H" WM followed by Q,\dl 'lyl<J 
(d. 1139) and AbQ l;la£,, each of whom wrou a lrealiM" on 1h" 
•ubject. Ana !hem, Ibn al-$alA\l (d. 643/1245) compiled 
together lhe resulo of thc worb of ail !he p,..,viollll writcn 
on the subject, adding to th"m some of hia own observations 
in his book known as K•'I61J 'U//Jm 41-l:fdtiillr. He was followed 
by numcro\P writers on the oubj.,ct, like Ibn Kathlr (1302-
1372), al-•lrlql and othen.• n,., F11/fl ot-M..,()it•, which U 
ai-Sakht.wl'1 comm.,ntary l:>n 1hc .4lf"!J"' of al-'hlql, and tlte 
Tot/rib ol-R4wi, which ill a commentary on thc To'f'i/1 of 
al-Nawl.wl, contain exhaust.ive uc;umenl of 'II"' Riw6.f11./ 
111-l:fdiiA. 

ai-ShAfi'l and otb"n have detu;ribcd the qua)ificat.ions 
ncceuary for a trammincr of l,{dilfl N folio""' :-"He. (tho: 
nanamitt.,r) must be; of lirm faith, well known for hio truth· 
fulneu in whal he reported. He should understand iu con­
tenll, should know well how the change in n;prnoion affects 
the ideas e!tpreu""- therein. He should r..-porl rNriHIIim 
what he learnt from hil lcachers, and not naTTate in hi• own 
wonb the ICR5C of whou h" had learnt. He mwU poaes.s a 
retentive m"mory and ohould ,..,member hi• book wdl, if he 
f"'J>>1'ted from it. Hc 'hould br free from making a ~eporl 

11J TR, p. 9 



, .. 
011 tho: authority or th,.c whom he mel, whal he did nol ae.rn 
l'rom them. His nporl n:~ut be in qrcemcnt with what 
hu been "'pon~ by thasc who ... c recognized 10 have pod 
meJQOry,lfthcy also have traasmillcd these reportl. 1 

All the autboritica on thesubjo:ct (the traditionilts.uwell 
N lhi!' juriau) an unani1110111ly of the opinion that a traMo 
mitter of a traditioD, in order to be aeaptable, m\llt be of 
farm faith, mature :at;e and proved intepity, and have good 
mnnOf}'. He mull bc well·vaKd in the mo:tllod of lcarnina:, 
pRKrving and lran~miuing the tnaditionl. He muat 1w 
thoroughly eonw:nant with the naiiUII, careen and c:h.netcn. 
of the eadic:r reporters ohuditionl, u well .. with the variouto 
da..es of them and their dd'eet~ and sp«ial charac:terilltia. 

The writcn on the 111bject have divided the tradition~, 
into three clasH~~, accordina: to the degree of their reliability 
on account of the pa"fcc:tion <>~'imperfection of the chain of 
their tramminen, the freedom of their tcxu from hidden 
ddec:t1, and their acceptance or rejection by the Companioat, 
the Followen and their Suc:ca.on. 

Thac three c:l_, ue :(i) !he Nl(ll or Genuine:;• (ii) the 
IJIIHIII or the Fair; and (iii) the {H'l/ or the Week. The 
Week traditioru have been 1ubodivided acc:ordiq to the dqree 
ofdefec:u. in their reporten or in the texu. of the rcporu. them­
selva. These subodiviaicml fall into sevaal c:atqorla, e.J. 
the -·•ll•f (the IUI~ded), the _,., (interrupted), the 
•""f'fii' (brokea), the ,.,Jtll (incomplete), the M~f (a 
traclirion haviq a mistake in Jsnld or in the text), the SWit 
(a tradition with a reliable lsnld but contrary to another 1iml. 
larly attested tradition), the M...,' (the IOrgcd) etc. Thae 
and other techniques of /:ltMIIIII have been fully explained and 
diacuacd in the worb on 'UII• •1-l.ltMilllr. Butth,. authoritin 
on the 1ubjeet dilfa- &om one anolbft- in their intt'rpretation 

-------· 
tt) ash, ')9. 

(:l)At.conlliiiOOthetr&diU....iooo,ohconm,_~...,...,.,,mnalluoo 

ohctnditionioactllllllyt~•ndiC'""""'·bqllh•litf,.tlllooh•eondi· 

lioaoWd.s.-nby"'-IOr•rdi•bktiadltian. 



q.._niTH LlttltATUit~ 

of some of th~e t""hnkal terms. Some of thae different 
int<"rpretations lu.ve been s:xplained by ai-Sakhllwl and 
a\..Suy0\1 in their work.o which have been alre¥iy mentioned. 

The writen on 'U/Qm 111-{llliill. have also described the 
methods of le::r.rning, preserving, teaching and writing down 
the traditions in book form. They have ;~.J..o d~cribed the 
methods of collating the manU!Icripts with their original 
oopin as well IU other maltcn connected with the subject. 

2. 'lim 11/-]11rl_o w'lll-T11'dil (1/u .. u,.u of cril~ifm ofi.W 
"f1«14•s of 1/tdillo). Thia science forms a very impuru.nt pan of 
AsmA' 11/.Rij.U which ha:~ been already dealt with, in some 
detail, I A 1hort but complete dc:tf.liption of il!l oricin and 
devdopment has been given by al-Ja~'ir1.' 

The traditionisl!l ;u well "" the jurisu, however, have 
also di~·ided the traditions acconling to the number of their 
transmiHen during the tint three f1encrations of the MU!IIims, 
into: (i) the Mut .. w.Jtir; (ii) the MIIJ!u.ilt; and (iii) the ,MU. 

TI,., Mut.,wtJtir arc the traditions which have been trans­
milled throuflhout the lint three gencratiob!l of the M111lim1 
by such 11laTife number of transmitters as cannot be reasonably 
upcctffi to af1rce on :~o falsehood. Titerc ia :11 diffaencc of 
opinion about the number of the lransmittcn nec.,.,ary for 
it during each of the fint three generation• of the MU'!Ilim.t. 
Some authorities fix it at seven, •ome at forty, aomc at 
1event)',a and some at a much higher number.• Very few of 
the uaditiolll received by 111 belolliJ to the category of the 
Mlltllw4tir. They have been collected toa:ether by al-SuyQ\1 
in hiiiii-Adth a/-MuiiiiiiJllird fi III·AUbdr 111-MMIIIW.Jiitd.• 

The MMitllik arc the traditioDJ which being traiUm.itlc:d 

_o_r!~~~.i!"_____!!'c __ ~~~en<'l'lltion by two, 1hrce or four 
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tranamitten, wer~ later on transmitted on their authorit~, by a 
large number of lransmittcn in 1he nu:t 1wo xcneration.. 
Such traditioruo ....., abo called th~ MwttJfijl. To thil clau 
belong " large number of lraditions which arc indud"d in all 
th~ collccliom of A}JtfJi/11 and constitulc 1hc main foundatioJU 
of the Islamic Ia""· 

The .li,IM a..., 1he tradition~~ which were traJUmittcd during 
the li~t 1hrcce generations of the Muslims by one to four 
1rammitten on!~. 

The traditioN have been abo 1ubdividcd into 1\'1"0 classes: 
(i) 1h011c that have been narTatcd by all their transmittcn 
rwln•tim, the exprcaiona used by all of them being identical, 
and (ii) !hose lraditimu the conlcnh of which have be<:n 
reported by thdr tn.rumittcn in their own words. 

TilE LEOAL hii'ORTANCE o..- TRADITIONS 

The legal importance of all these 1hree diilSlle!ll of tradi· 
lions hu been dilcUSied in the works on lslamicjuris.,-udenec. 
The lint two claascs arc recognized by all the important Sunni 
jurilu as the s.c<:ond important &OW"Ce of ltlamic law 
since the lire-time of the Prophet. The last of them, i.e. the 
.{QU, has been accepted as 1uperior to QV-41 (Analogy) by 
all 1he imponant Sunni .,;boob of blamic law ezccpt that of 
Imlm Mllik, who gives oupcrioritY to QV41 in face of the 
AIJU tradi1ioru. 

h a mann of fact, the acceptance of l;lllllillr as a SCiurct: 
of blamic law has been advocated in th~ Q.ur'ln which tay.: 
"\Vhatcvrr the Apostle gives to you, tak~ it; and wbatcvn 
he forbids, abuain from it".' The Prophet aho very often 
empbaaded the importance of hi1 l;lstlitlo for his followcn.1 
He as wdl u his immedia1c 1ucccuon took the knowledge 
of IJt~tlilll into consideration while appointing the state officials. 
According to DAriml, whencv~r any legal ca.e came to Abil 
-~-------

(1) Qw'ln, LIX, 7. 

(2) SD, :Ko. 



"' Bakr, he looked into the Q.Jr'ln and de.::ided lhc c-= 
according 10 it, if he IOund it there, But if he did not find ilin 
theQ.ur'ln, he referred to 1he practke of the Prophet and 
decided the c;ue accordingly. If he railed to fiDel it there alia, 
he Inquired from the other Companions about It; &ltd it tb'")' 
informed him of any deciaioa of the Prophet in 1he matter, 
he lbanked Ood and decided the CalC acconlint:IY. Bu1 if the 
Companion. railed to die any decilioa of the Prophet, AbO. 
Bakr rollcctcd the leaden of the people, and .ought lheir 
advice; and aner !hey aiTivccl at an agreed decision, he 
ordercdaeconlinltoit. 1 

The 1ame wu the practice of 'Um.ar also. Whenll:ftl" 
any qu~lion of law came to him lOr dKilion Uld he failed 
to find any authority lOT it in th~~: Q,u'ln, he inquired from 
hill fellow Com.,.nion. whelhcr they lr.new any /;ldflll on the 
•ubjcct. If \hey n:portecl any relevant tndition and abo 
produced 1ul&cient evidence in th~tir aupport, be acupl.ed. 
the U'adition and pve bis judpent according to it. He: 
aakccl an -mbly of the Companions (when tlu: problem 
orthe delivery of a dead child by a woman on aecounl ofbein1 
auad:ed by aaother woman uae) 10 relate 10 him. uay 
Uflllidt on the IUbjecl, which they m.ilbt bow. Mu1hlra 
related 11. 1/ldilll an the 1ubjec1. 'Um.ar asked him. Ia brin1 
a witness 10 1uppor1 him. in his narration. Mul;t.am.m.ad b. 
Mulama tupparted Mu1hlra. 'Urnar then •~pled the 
#JHTIII and decided the cue accordift1ly.a Many si.ailar 
casa are mentioned in the l;.lfldi"M worb c.1. the fixation a£ 
the number af ldllit in the JU.•,_.-rwayer, the im.poaiUan 
of the poll-tu an the Zon:autri11n1,1 the uae ar •­
ia the eue al .U,:bl-pollutiaa.• Ia all thac cus, 
~ were taualn aut aad lawa were laid da- acconlilll 
10tbem. 

(I) SD,SI-SS. 
(2) U. ii, IH. 
(3) IWJ,I37;Jl8h.llf. 

(4) SAD. I, 52. 
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T11crc were abo casH which wen decided by 1he Oom­
panioaa .ucordinl 1o 1heir own opinion 1 (Roli'i.l') on IICCOunt 
d the want of knowledge of any /f.!lllr on lite 1ubjecc.. But 
lhey changed 1hcir decisions u aoon • 1hey came ID 1m- of 
it. Thcre IU'C' rcp<Q"Icd ,__ in which the Compa.Uon1like AbO 
~ai-O.rdl' and AbU Sa.'ld ai·Khudrf migra1ed away rron~ a 
place bcl;av.~e sumc or the people liviiiJ lltcn puferrcd daeir 
own penonal opinions 10 1hc nadilions wbic:h were related 
In dacm." 

oreourn, 1hc:rc wen: cau:s in which 'Urn:r.r am] .orne other 
Companions on bcing1old of aQUUir on any subject, did not 
follow it and gave lhcir judcment qainsl h• obvious somoc 
:uu;l according to their own opinion. During the caliphate 
of 'Umar, there aro:~c 1hc impor•ant problem or the riflhl 10 
tbc fifth pan of 1hc boory for the relatives of the Prophet. 
The Prophet'• JWactice wu in iu favour. It wu dilc-ed. 
for nvnal da)'S in an -"mbly of lhc Companions, and after 
a Ions diiNAion 'Umar decided q.a.inn the practice ot 1he 
Prophel and what was coruidned 10 be 1he command of 1he 
Q.ur'ln.• For he held that the verses of' the QJ.ar'ln and the 
baaic Islamic principle did notjWitify the condnuance of the 
pr-ac1ice of lhe Prophcl alter his dealh.' Thne arc men­
tioned RVnal ocher cues of lhil 1ype in 8flfllM worb. 
But a close scrutiny of all tbae ca.a .boWl that tbe 
/lftltA or the Prophel Wall not rejected altogether. It wu 
either dilferendy interpreted, or 1hc memory and the 
undentandint: of' the reporlen were questioned. 

The MLDiim ducton, however, have diKUDCd the buie 
problem or the nature and characlcr of' 1he wonll and deed. 
or the Propbel. Many of lhe1111 are of lhe opinion that evny 
word IIIUI ..:1ion of the Prophe1 b or relipou. character and 
- ----···---- ·---
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.• , 
mull M li1aally rollowed by ewry M1111im. Olhen diffe­
renlialc bc:lwcen what be said or did Dll a Pntphct Uld what 
he •aid and did as an onlinary QIIIR. Some ot lhc M•lim 
doaon arc of the opinion I hal whar. he taid or did u an ordi­
nary man ha. no religious d.-raan &Dd, ~~. a~ a01 
be rollowi:CI by all the Muslim~. t':or 1hc Pmphc1 himlelf 
aaid: "I am a hWilQI beiaf, When 1 comm.Dd you 10 
do any 1hia1 CODcaniiiJ your relipon, then accep~ it; and when 
I ruomlllelld co you 10 do any thin1 on aa:ount or my pcr­
IOJial opinion, lhea you 1houlcl know !hat I am aiJa a human 
being".' Thil mean1 lha1 the Iauer ucommiii:Ddatioo 111ay 
w may nol be accepted. Tbale penonlll ac:liDIII and 
likn aQd dillikcs of' the Prophet aiiO are of two d-es: (i) 
tho~e which are ratric:led to him oaly DR accoun1 ofhio bl!iDJJ 
in a privileged po~~hion u a prophn; (ii) uu:ltbme wbida 
ma)" be IOIIowft!. by othcr Muslims also. 

All the or&iaodol!; M111limjuris .. , ~.are unanimously 
of lhc opinion that eve~')" tndition of 1hc Prophll!l which Is 
prvvcd to be reliable acmrdin1 10 1he caRGill laid down by 
1hem and U orreligioul c:haraclel', il or~Uatlrpl imponance, 
sccond only to that of the Q.ur'ln. In thi. 11m'e U ao dift'cnnc:e 
ol opinion beawun I he lradiaionila. and !hole who arc known 
u AHII .J.RI'!J (the people of upinion). All abe im• 
portant M111limjuriau belonsinJ 10 alae finlahree paa-atiaa~ 
of the Mllllim1 preferred the tradllions 10 QUa. AI a matter 
of ract, maay of them rd'UKd lo n:praa their own opinion 
on lcpl raatten in cues in whid~ ao aradiliD.D wu kaown 10 
!hem.• The praclicm rau-n~ by the Companion~ Wft"C 

also acceplCd u lcpl aulhoriay by tba Mwli .... of lhe aut 
awo gencratioM,. becau~e they l'ftiD.Dably presumed 1ba1 
1hcy mull haw been baaed on the lradilioa8 and tbc 5Waclico» 
of' lhe Prophet which weft fOllowed by the Coar.paniOM Knl• 

puloully .ncr due ~atiD.D. This waa me basil or the 
principle roUowcd. by lmlm Mllik in ac:teplin&" the practica 
of abc (lo,apanioiU u an impor1an1 lcp.l autborily .. 

-11)8M~i~:-a; H~-:1.-;;;:5o. (i~dj,;;;;L~Wa~H., 
(2) SD, 2Sir.; RSh, 117-19; JB.I, U, 31-53. 
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But tbe lmponant Mu.limjurilu dilfncd amoag1hmuclva. 
abou1 1hc lqal aicnifio:ance of thole 1..-dit!ou about tbe 
rdiability of wllich daey were not cer1ain. To 1hia o:laa of 
uadiaioat belont" abc bN catcpry of them. halm AbQ 
Ullnlfa and Imlm Mllik did not conaidll'l' all the u.-dlliolla 
beloapog 10 tbil c:a1cgory .u 1v.pcriot" to Qirolf. Imam 
MIJik pre{ftftd cu, .. 10 all ~ld traditioru. which were 1101 
badr.ed by 1he prac1ic:m of the Companio ... and cbc Followen. 
lml.m AbQ l;fanlla accep1cd some ohhem and rejeaed. otMn, 
a wu die J)l"actio;c or "Umar b. ai-Khanl.b1• He accepted 
1hcm ia. conncctiou with ordinary marten, ir he was udelicd 
about the legal acumen and latdnct or the reporter. But 
in ca.a. of intric:atc legal pJObJUIII, he rejected them ual­
llaey were 1uppor1cd by circumalaotial cvidentc and bule 
Islamic principles. 

Bv.1 lmlm ai..Sblfi'l pr-d'CTred 1hc A.W tradilicms 10 
Qbll in all cua. Hch•trltd lOpt"OVeh in all hil worb 
by qlloliDJ a lqc number of caac:s in whim the repotU of 
oin&h: individaalt wo-e accepted by the Prophet: hi-If aad, 
af'1er him, by ~~~any of the Compa11ior~~ also. 

h may chub~= 1cc:a that the dlfl'aem:c of opinion belwcea 
the various onhodox Sunni ~hooll of Mt~~~lirt:l law il not wilh 
regard tu lbe ac:c:qnanc:c: of l;ltltlitll ill Jenmal (at an impor1aat 
sourc:c: of l•lamic: law), but about a JH1rdc:ular c:1- of II. It 
hu bc:C'D already •h-n that the fint three ceaeradlll>l or the 
MUIIimt trc:atnl lho:we.II,UU/1 and nllllllll of the Prophet, which, 
they c:omideud 10 be reliable and or relipa~ importance, 
10 be tbc: second im.-rtant ICMirce or lllamic laWI. It U. 
thcrd'ore, u.awarranled 10 aacn tbat the ,U.MftA WCR aot 
CODiidered - aa IJII.portant IOUrcc: or llla~nic: law durlar tbc 
c:l-ic:al period tu a modena Europcaa orieataliat hal lried 
10 pra¥e • ., 

(I) <11-F~t(~.IIM)It,o&loiWINoa'~llf,U, 191. 

{2)~}oooph8cMdrotlaOio(J. 
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THB PRINCIPLP..I o• CRmcwt o• f:/Gtiitll 

•ou!:'~,::~f;::n;;~ t:en~ti:~7.~u;;~,;i;:." ;~:::~n~%~C: 
lli'C' described in the workl<>n VJDI ai·I;IGdith ;~.nd jurUprudencr, 
and some of them may a!Ja be !Rthered from thr works on the 
MIUlt/i'.U and the As111d' ai·Rij61. 

AI rvery f:/Gdilll comisu of two paru-(i) the JmU (thr 
chain of narrators) and (ii) the Mam (the teKt) -the principl~ 
of the critieiam of l;ltuJjiA may abo be c\aasilied into two cate­
gorim (i) those relating to the /mU, and {ii) those ~'<'Iatini 
to the text. 

(i) The criticism of the /JnU, iu origin and earlic:~t 
application to l;ladith, and iu development, and the origin and 
development of biographical literature in connection with it, 
and other connected matters (including the neccoaary qualifi. 
cations of the narrators) have been alrcadr di..:ussed in detail. 
The prindp\.,. of iu criticism, wh.ich arc baaed on them, 
may be 1ummilrized u folio""" ;-

(a) Every l;lfldith mu•t be traced ba.clt to its origina1 
reporter t\uough a continuolUI chain of transmitters, whose 
identit)', unqumtionable character and high qualities of head 
apd heart must have been established. 

(b) Ev«y l;lllliitlr reporting an cvcnt which took pl•ce 
every now Rnd then in the prCICDCc of a l.vgc numba' of 
people, muot have beeP original\)' ~'<'ported by ICVcta1nRJTaton. 

It is on •ecount of these principles that a luge number 
of traditiont:, which do not follow them, have been rejected 
by all the important traditionisu., and are included in the 
works on the Mflll.tf/J'.U. An uamplc ofthi.a clous i.a th" JJIIIiitlr 
reported by AbO Hura)·ra alonc th:!ol the Prophet lUicd to 
rttitc Bis111illah loudly in all hil pray.,rs. 1 Anothn example 
is thr J;ltJtlitlo (s~aid to hllve been rtportcd by AbO Bakr alan") 
which •ays that at thr time of thc Call for the praycn, thc 
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l\hulima ltiaed their thum'- wh.,n the Proph.,t'l name wu 
ro:<;ito:d. Eaeh of llae~e traditi<ms il rejected by th., tr;odl­
tionilu because it U reportfll b)· a ai...-le Compomioat, wbacu 
the o:venu repo.-tc:d took place 1r.veral thn" every day iQ the 
pracnce of a luge numb.,r of Muslims. 

(iij Th., genuineness of 1he hn.t.ds, however, ii no proof 
uf the IICtual cenuineiiCM of the text of the uaditio .. to which 
they ue atUICiu:d.• According to the traditionisll. even 
if the bnld il fault'-, the tat may be a forpry. Ibn ai­
Jauzl has appneiatal and qatoto:d the remark : 'If you find a 
l.ftHiitll contrary to reunn, 01" In what haa been estublilhed In 
becoiTt"ctlyreporced, nr againn the accepted principles, then 
you should Jr..-lluu it il forgftl'.• Ablli BUr b. al·'fayyib 
ill reponed to have Rt~~ad:ed that it il a pi'ODf of the forced 
charactc:rof11 tradition that it be llfai~~~ot reason and com111011 
cc:~; 01" that it be contn.ry to the l!:'tplidt lc:)C.t of the 
Q.ur'ln or the Mutawltir traclitiOM or the Constmlau(/Jml') ; 
01" that it contaiQII the report of an imponant event taking 
place in the pnsencc of a larse number of people, where•• 
it be reported by a 1inclc: individual; or that it la)'ll down 
severe puni!hraent lbr mlno:r faults, or promixl. high rewanb. 
for inlipificant IJODd dcecb.1 al·lollkim hu civen ICYCI'al 
n11mpl~ of forged and WCillr. traditions having -ndllnlch.1 

ai-SuyQ!I hu n:marlr.cd that very of\en, there an:: found WQk 
01" forpd traditionl w:lth 1011nd lmadt;and hehaa given uven.l 
C":.ampln olthem.1 Ala maller of filet, the 011ly sure suidance 
to the detnmination oflhe geauineness ola tradition il (IU 
remarlr.cd by Ibn ai·Mahdl and AbU ZIU""11) a r.tculty that ill 
developed by a tradldonin th1011Jh lonJ:, c:ontin110111 study of 
the traditioru. 11nd N a result of collllant dUe1111icmt about 
them with othc:r trllliitioniall. 1 

1, A•""'•boenpninled-•brltvboon. !lftpp.l)-l6inhia•rlio:leooa ,,.,1,., ..... , 
2 , ... _ ... ,_ 

t3) Tk.~-
·~l UH,!Ill•- . .....,_tradition•ha,..brenq•ll>l""b)'l!.ob"'nt .. 8il.) 

!~: TR, ~~-

'"' AN..U'I 



On the b101is ufthe above-mrntioncd llnd other similar 
remarks by important traditionists, the following general 
prindplcs for the criticism of the ttxU of the tn.duions may 
be laid down:-

fa) A tradition muot not be contrary to the other uadi­
IIOM which have been falready accepted by the authoritio::~ 
on the 1ubjcct as authentic and reliable. Nor should it be 
contrary to thet.,xtofthe Q.ur'J.n or the accepted basicprin­
ciplnofhlam; 

(b) a tradition •hould not be again!! the dictates of 
reason and natural Ia""' and common experience; 

(c) the lraditions containing disproportionately high 
rc:warcb for inoignificant good deeds or disproportionately 
•evcre punilbmc:nu for ordinary 1in1 mwll be rejected ; 

(d) the traditioM containing the exc;ellent virtues of 
the varioua chaptc:n of the Q.ur'J.n 1hou\d 110t be g"'nerally 
accepted as reliable; 

(e) the lraditiONcont.aining the ucellence ud prailcs 
of penons, triba and particular places ohould be generally 
rejected; 

(f) the traditionl which contain detailed prophecies 
ofthefuturcc:venu withdatn muat be rejected; 

\K) and the traditiono containing ouch rcmarkl of the 
J>rophet u may not be in keeping with his prophetical paai· 
tion, or such cxpreuioM as may not be suitable to him, should 
be rejected. 

h iJ on account of thnc principln that a latt~c number 
oftraditiono which arc included in such collections of them 
uarccommonlythuqht toberclie.ble, h;avebeoenrejectedby 
thecompilenofthcstandardffH'i/k.cullectiuns; andthc:yare 
included in the collectionl of forged traditions (like those of 

lbn_~l--~~u_z~~~~· 'Aiial·~~~-~ ~~~t!'_cn). 
1t) A"u•&•I·M•~··· 
(2) ol•l_.".ll.l·AI-'Uf> .I•A .. ~/1~ a/• 1/...No "M. 

11 }"Mi . 

OJ>. 1-16/:.!6 
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Among thrm al-Shauk4nl has ~oll...,ted togethn in hill book 
the! n~ultt of tlu! ,..,..,,..-.,h ... of the pr.,violl& writc:n on the 
eubj.,ct. Hr has also p:iv""' th .. namn <.>f the l;ltuRIII worb 
in wltich the forged tradition• one to b" found. Morn>ver, 
in many ca~n, he h31 fixed up tl•r n:uraton who fo111c:d these 
traditiom. 

In thr Jlandanl colkctions of thr tradition• abo (in epite 
of the great eare ofthdr compilers), thrrr arr still found som1: 
wrnk or forged trnditione, which hnve br~:n diS<"uucd and 
criticiord by their commentators and some other authoritin 
on uaditionl. The following are oom" exampln ofthrm :-

(11) The l:l•dltll, reportrd by al-Bukhlrl, that Adam'• 
height wu oixty yuck, baa be-en criticited by Ibn !:I ajar on the 
b•ill <.>f the m""'ur<ment of th., home.nead. of oom., of th., 
ancient nation• which do not ohow that their inhabitants were 
of an enormous height. t 

(b) The floditll reported by al-Bukhlrl, th"t the verse of 
the Qur'lln (XLIX, 9) : 'And if two partie~ of believers fall 
to figthing, then m .. ke peace betweo:n them,' refen to the 
quiUTel between the pany of' Abel Alllh. b. Ubayy and that 
of the Companions of the P,.ophet, hu b«n c:ritidaed by Ibn 
fb.\1!11, who has pointed out that the venr refers to a quarrel 
betwun "'''" parties of the Mualims, whereu 'Abd Allllh 
b. Ubayy had not acceptrd blam even outwardly at tho: tim" 
when the vc:ne was revealrd.l 

(e) The flt~dith, that if IbrAhim, (thuon of thr Proph.,t) 
had lived, he would have been a prophet, hu been eeverely 
rriticUrd by ai-Nawlwl, Ibn 'Abd al-Ba.rr and Ibn ai·Athlr; 
and ai-Shauklni hu included it amo"R the forged traditioru.• 

{I) SB, J(,,,,..-.AHtJ'<I, l<liU.ttA.N"'; F8 CEJ!Ypl, 1320 A.H.), ~i, 230. 

(3) Sd ""lb,&hlm" (do~""" of oloo l'r"Pb~o) in IMA •nd UGh. Alto 
- FMj, H4. Fn< •ntolher vnoinn of thi• HH!IIt, "'"' SB, il, 4,4 
•K1..t.t'ood.,cuodiniT,!;lj ' 
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(tli The AbUith reported by Ibn M.lja on the cxcellrncc 
oi Q.a;owln (his own hometown) have brrn tlccl;m:d by the 

.traditionilt• .u ro..-rd onn. 

(r) Thr l;latiith r<!p<>rtrd by 10mr traditionU.uo, that 'hr 
who loved, k<!pt dran and died, il a martyr' hu brcn declared 
by Ibn ai·Q.ayyim ;u forged and b;ud"'. Hr la)'l that noen 
if the bnll.d of this /:latiilh wrre u bright as the 1un, it would 
not rease to be wrong and fictitiou•.' 

(f) The /:ltJtiith reported by aJ-Bukh&rl that Abraham will 
pray to God on the Day of Judgment (1aying : "0 Lord 
Thou hast promil«< that Thou wouldat not humiliate m<' on 
the Day of Judgment") haa ~>ten criticixd and rcjrctrd by 
al·hml'lll {dtrd by Jbn l;lajar). 1 

(g) Most uf the traditioN concerning the coming of aJ. 
Dlljjll and of the Mahdl, and thOIOe concerning Kha.Qir, arr 
declared by the tradition;.ts as Corgrd on", aad arc inc:ludo:d 
in the worb on the MtJ11(/Q'<it. 

Many oth<!r similar iNtanceo of the criticism of the text 
of traditioN included in thcir collection& by norn llandard, 
authoritative compilcn may be gathered from tho: rommm· 
taTin on tho.c compilatioJtA and the worlu on the A•"'ol 
tJI-Ri}olf and the M~11if1'1t. It is thus cleaT that the Muolim 
doctQrl criticisrd not only the lsn.ld .,.r each tradition but 
also illo tvc.t, ~nd did not fail to point out its dtfcct, wcakncu 
~nd its unreliability or ito forged d1aractrr (d<'termined in 
an:ordan.,e with the principln which have been mentionrd 
above). 

At the end, I may add that there il cnout~h matuial avail· 
11ble for the compilation of a llandanl collc<'tion of completely 
authentic trad.tions out of th<' already grnnally accepted 
<'ompilationl oflhem, anrr examining raeh tradition contain.,d 
in them, ac<'ordingto the prindplct already laid down by the 

(I) ZM,97. 

(2) n,vlli,Ss-t. 
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Muslim ltaditiunilaa, :;u wc:\1 ,.. according to th~ which may 
be: prescribed by !he modern literary o:ritia. h i1, or count', a 
tra~~endous tll!k ; but, certainly, it can be a<·hi~ed with the 
combined dfori.S of such Muo.lim scholan "'"d modem Orienta• 
liJ11 u may be intero:sted in the 1objcc1. 
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