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PREFACE 

The present work is a revised, enlarged and re-arranged 
edition of my book Early Monastic Buddhism published 
in 1941. On account of ma_n·y add_iti~f?-:s;-:!tie extent of the 
work has appre~a ... b1-y.;.:increased, and so -it~·ha\?._ been thought 
advisable to co1:1~~ this\,6liiine to th~ li~~d teachings of 
the Founder of.tlie:·religion . .' ·othei;-. a~pects "Qf_j\uddhism will 
be treated in another bo~k, to be ~ublished sh6rtly. 

In the first two chapter$,. the pre-Bu.ddbistic religions have 
been treated in more details tha~~h;t is called for, in order 
to present to our students of Buddhism a picture of what 
were Vedicism and Brahmanism, against which Buddhism 
is claimed to be a revolt, offering a distinctly different path 
for realizing the summum bonum. As there are little materials 
for a critical biography of Gautama Buddha, the sketch of 
his early and missionary life has been embellished with a few 
traditional accounts. As regards the teachings of the great 
Master, care has been taken to present only those doctrines 
found in the Sutta Pitaka in Pali, supplementing them 
occasionally by expositions of Vasubandhu in his Abhi­
dharmakosa, Nagarjuna in his Madhyamakiirikii and Buddha­
ghosa, Yasomitra and Candrakirti in their commentaries. 
The whole of the Sutta and Abhidhamma Pitakas contain 
a vast mass of doctrinal expositions, a fri1;ge of which 
could be touched in this work, but it is hoped that it 
will serve as a guide and incentive to young scholars who 
may prefer to dive deep into the Pali texts and com· 
mentaries for acquiring a more thorough and detailed 
knowledge of the early Buddhist doctrines. 

Before I conclude, I should put on record that I 
undertook and completed this book at the insistent and 
repeated request of my friend Shri Kanailal Mukhedi, 
for which I must offer to him my best thanks. The 
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Manager of the Calcutta Oriental Press, Shri Asoka Ghosh 
B. A. also deserves my thanks for carefully and patiently 
incorporating the various additions and corrections made 
by me in the proof-stage. Lastly, I should thank my student 
Miss Kshanika Saha M.A. for patiently reading the proofs 
and taking great pains in preparing the Index, 

39 Ramananda Chatterji Street, 
Calcutta, 20th July 1960. 

Nalinaksha Dutt 
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CHAPTER I 

Pre-Buddhistic Brahmanism 
Buddhism was ushered into existence by a distinguished 

son of India, a prince of the sakya clan. in the sixth century 
B.C. when there was a new religious and philosophical deve­
lopment not only in India but also in a few countries outside 
India. Brahmani5m had then dug its root deep into the Indian 
soil, and spread its branches all over the country. The 
Brahmanical hierarchy was so strong and well-organised that 
the existence of any religious or philosophical view outside the 
Brahmanic fold was almost an impossibility. Still about the 
seventh and sixth centuries B.C. an unconscious opposition to 
Brahmanism in principle was gaining ground; and the respon­
sibility of giving expression to it devolved on that mastermind. 
Gautama Buddha. 

In order to comprehend what was Gautama Buddha's 
contribution to Indian belief and thought, it is necessary to 
have a bird's-eye view of the Brahmanic and non-Brahmanic 
religious beliefs, amidst which Buddhism made its appearance. 
An account of these is given here in brief. 

In the earliest Buddhist literature (i.e. Pali) there is no 
reference to the Brahma1J.as and other ritual-literatures nor 
to the V pani~ads, though there is mention of the ~k. Sama 
and Y ajur Vedas and of the four sakhas: Bavharija (Bahvrca). 
Addhariyii. (Adhvaryu). Tittiriyii (Taittiriya) and Chandoka 
(Cbandogya).1 There are also references to the four kinds of 
sacrifices: Assamedha, Purisamedha, V iijapeya, and Samyii· 
piisa2 as well as to the Vedic seers, viz .. AHhaka, Vamaka, 
Vamadeva, Vessamitta. Yamataggi, Ailgirasa, Bharadvaja, 

1 D1gha, I, pp. 104, 237, 240; 
refers to White Yajurveda; Tittiriyii 
Samaveda: and Bavharija to ~gveda. 

2 Sa,!l)'utta, I, p. 76. 

M ··1 • a III p 200· Addhariya an 11111 , , • • _ t 
to Black Yajurveda; Chandoka o 
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K and Bhairn 1 with the observation that these Va~ettha, assapa ~ , . . . 
• • l by nm-composers with hm1ted knowledge seers were mere y -
h d Ot visualised the highest god Brahma and hence and a n 

the Vedic hymns were not revelations. These references prove 
that the composers of the Pali Suttantas were mo_re c~n:ersant 
with the three Vedas than with the subsequent ntualistic and 

philosophical literatures. . . 
Some of the Atharvavedic rituals were also m vogue, as 1s 

evidenced by the list,· given in the Brahmajiilasutta, of the 
professions taken up by" the Brahmal)aS, _e.g., santikamn:a 
(rituals for averting evils),· pa,:iidhikamma (~1~uals for acqmr· 
ing desired objects), aggihoma (fire-sacrifice), sappihoma 
(sacrifice with clarified butter), bhutavijjii (chanting of mantras 
for controlling spirits), ahivijjii (spells for removing snake· 
poison) and so forth. 2 

Ancient Briihma,:zas as depicted in the Pali texts 

An interesting picture of the ancient Brahmal)as3 is furni­
shed by one of the oldest Pali texts.' It is as follows : -
"The ancient sages (rfis)' were ascetics (tapassino). Th~y e:x­
ercised self-control, avoiding the five pleasures of sense. Their 
wealth consisted not of cattle, gcild or· grains, but ot puritY 
and learning. They lived on food left at the d0or of the faith­
ful and used the bed and clothes offered to theni i-everentiallY 

1 Digha, I, P· 104, 241; Majj/zima, II, p. 200; mantanarp kattar0 

mantanaqi pavattaro/ Of these: names three are found in the ~gveda: 
Vamadeva as· the composer of the 4th Mal).qala, Bharadviija of the 6th 
and Vasettha • 0 ( the 7th. The _rest are well known names of the 
Brahma7Jas and Srauta-sutras. Atthaka is found in the Aitareya 
Braluna,.ia (vii. 17) and sankhayana • srautasiitra (xv. 26) as one of the 
sons of Visvamitra. Vainaka ·and .Bhagu appear as teachers and sage~ 
in the Satapat/za Briih,trntia (x. 6. S. 9: vii. 2. 1. 11.)' while YamataSS1 

(Jamadagni) is well known -as the rival of Vas-i~tha. Angirasa is mention· 
ed as a teacher in the Taittiriya Sa111hita (iii. 1. 7. 3; vii. 1. 4. 1). 

2 Diglza, I, p. 9; 

3 S11ttanipata, P- • ~0: Na kho, . Brahmana,. sandissanti etarahi 
brahmal)a poral).aqi brahmal).ana111 brahmal).adha.mme ti. 

4 suttanipata, Brahmal).adhammikasutta, 
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by the well-to-do. They wer~ p._~ver :har~~d nor interfered, 
;,rotected as they were by righteou~ness (dhamma), and their 
access to any house was never barred .. Th~y spent forty-eight 
years of their lives as; ~tudents (brahma_r;arins) in quest of 
knowleoge and good_;eooduct. Even when.they married, they 

.... ' • ,L • 

practised. self-restraint. They hel_d, austeriti~. rectitude, 
ten.derness, love and forl;>earance ~n hi~h_. este~~- They per­
formed-sacrifices with rice, bed .. clothes.. clarified butter or 
oil, which they could cocllect by. begging and nev.er: killed any 
cows in sacrific.es. They posses~ed a noble stat~re,.- .a tender 

. . . . . 

and bright mien. and re!llaip.e~ always engaged i~ the_ir own 
pursuits. . . : 

In course of time, ho:wev:er. _ tp.ey_- began to covet king's 
ri_ches; splendour and objects of pleas_u~e~ su9h -~s :Vomen 
adorned with ornaments, and chariots yoked with stately 
horses. W~th an eye to these gains, t~ey _ approached King 
Qkkaka (Ik::;vaku) an~ persuaded him to celebrate asvamedha, 
purufamedha; samyliprasa . and vajapeya, -:and received as fees 
fn;>m him gold, women, chariots, horses, cows, beds and 
cloth\:'s. _Coveting. more and more they again persuaded 
king- Qkkaka tp c~_lebrate. sacrifices by the offering of cows, 
which, they said .. const~tuted. also wealth of _men as were 

land, gold and grain_s, .and as such were equally . fit objects 
for offering. Su_ph slaughter of. c~~s. enraged • the gods 
Brahma, Indra and even .the Asuras .and Rak~asas and 
~ultiplied diseases. which were. three at first, viz. desire, 
h~nger. and decrepitude to ninety-eight and further caused 
the appearance of q.isc_ord a_ipo·~-~ the people, and within a 
household and of acts._ impiou_s and improper. among all 
classes of men." 

It is stated in the Sublzasutta 1 that the Brahmal).as were 
expected to observe five Dhammas. viz .. sacca,ri (truthfulness), 
wpal'!z (austerity), brahmacariyaJ?Z (pure moral life), ajjhena'f!1 
(study). and caga11z (sacrifice). In the Sundar'ika-Bhiiradvii!a: 
sutta2 there is a reference to the Brahmal).aS learning Siivzttz 

1 Majjllima, VI_, p. 199. 2 Suttanipiita, P· 79• 
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(Savitri=Giiyatri) consisting of three padas and twenty four 

aksaras. 
• The goal of the Brahma:t)as, according to the Mahiigovinda 

and other Suttas1 was the attainment of Brahmasalzavyatii 
i.e. dwelling in the Brahmaloka by acquisition of merit 
through either sacrifices or austere practices (tapasyii\ 

The idtal ancient Brahmai:ias as envisaged in the Sutta­
nipata must have been the seers (r~is), to whom the author• 
ship of the hymns is attributed. They probably belonged to 
the ancient families of priests like Ailgirasas, Atharvans and 
Bhrnus, who, according to Weber, were Inda-Iranian priests, 
and were, as Macdonell says, accorded a place intermediate 
between men and gods,2 i.e. as semi-divine beings. They 
practised self-control and performed sacrifices with honey 
only,3 

Manu was the first of the sacrificers. He was followed 
by Angiras, Bhrgu, Atharvan and others. Okkaka (IkRvaku) 
was the eldest son of Manu. Before the completion ~f the 
~gveda, the c:remony of sacrifice was performed by the three 
class:s of pr~e~ts: Brahman, Adhvaryu and Hotr. and the 
practice of g1vrng fees came into vogue. At the time of 
Yajurveda, the sacrifice became an elaborate and expensive 
affair and the pa yin a of remu . ffi · · · ts 

0 neration to the o crntmg pnes 
became compulsory It • • • 

d . - h • 15 in the period of the Bro.hmar:,.as 
an srauta-sutras t at th • h 
. h ·t 1 d f ere was an abnormal increase bot • 
1n t e n ua s an ees of the, . .. . 

In the early R d. offic1at10g pnests. 

l.k ly rice clar:figvde ic days, the objects of offering were verY 
1 e • 1 e butter b . · . · h the 
brahmaciirins could 1 ' eds and clothes wh1c 

co lect from h • . t The 
explanation, given in the S . t e1r lay-suppor ers. 
s wealth in those d uttanzpo.ta, that cows were regarded 

a ays and b" of 
sacrifice, indicates bow A, • so they became o 1ects 

. . Ouering of • • t gral 
a·r·t of a sacrificial c animals became an rn e 

p eremony . • · · be 
• With the lapse of -time t 

Digha, II. 

2 Keith, Religion and Philo 
3 / bid., p. i24-5: cf. Dig ha s?~iy of the Veda, p. 224. 

' • : Kat adantasutta. 
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real object of sacrificing cows p:issed out of people's i;nind and 
brought in its train the system of offering all kinds of living 
beings in a sacrifice. In one Sutta, Buddha suggested that 
barley was the most innocent and suitable object of offering 
in a sacrifice. A similar suooestion is found in a late 

00 

Brahma~w. the Satapatha, viz., "At first the gods offered up 
a mau as the victim. When he was offered up. the sacrificial 
essence went out of him. It entered into a horse; they offered 
up the horse." In this way. the horse was replaced by the 
ox, the ox by the goat, and the goat by barley and rice. 1 

This innocent form of sacrifice was continued in the 
Ara~1yaka pe.riod, in which emphasis was laid more on 
meditation and repetition of the Vedic hymns 2 than on 
sacrificial rituals. Hence, about the 6th century B.C., there 
were sacrifices, in which both animals and objects like barley 
and rice were offered, as also there were Brahmal).as, some 

• of whom lived a saintly life while others coveted wealth 
through sacrificial rituals. 

In the Vinaya Pit,aka3 appears the story that Uruvela 
Kassapa. a great fire-worshipper, just before his conversion 
to Buddhism, had arranged for a great sacrifice (aggilzuttaf!Z 
ma,hayaiiiiam). In the Sa,!zyutta Nikiiya 1 it is sa,id that King 
Pasenadi of Kosala arranged for a big sacrifice, for which 500 
each of bulls. steers, heifers, goats and ran;is were collected by 
his men much against their will. A similar account appears 
in the D"igha Nikaya5 describing that Brahmal).a Kutadanta, 
a distinguished teacher (mahiisala), maintained by King 
Bimbisara, arranged for a sacrifice, for which 700 each of 
bulls, steers, heifers, goats and rams had been led to the 

.sacrificial posts. There are a few other such accounts in 

1- , transla-1 Dalal's History of India, p. 128-9 quoting from Egge mg s d' 
,tion of the Satapatha Briihma~za. Cf. Hopkins, The Great Epic of In ,a, 
,p. 99: ~i:;i Kapila was against killing of animals in sacrifices. 

2 Keith, op., cit., p. 490. 15-6 
3 1 • I 4 Sa11iyuttt;l, I, P· • Vinaya, . xix. . 
5 Diglza, II. 5. 
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the Nikayas1 but they :are all of the stereot~ped form. Each 
of these accoun~s is followed by an instru~t10n of the Teacher, 

b • ·ng about a . c.omplete transformat10n of the mind of nng1 . . 
the sacrificer, e .. g.,'·Uruvela Kassapa said. that ~1s aggi/mtta 

could procure :material gains but not· eradicate .mental 
impurities;-King Pasenadi became repentan_t and declared him­
self as a lay-dev0tee of Buddha, while Brahmai;a -Kutadanta 
was convinced that-the right sacrifice was the taking ·Of refuge 
in the Triratna,: observance of moral precepts and practice .of 
the four meditations (jhanas). In -the M ajjlzima Nikaya,2 it 
is pointed out that in a great sacrifice there is scope for ri.valry 
and ,jealousy for thdoremost seat, water and food (aggasanain 

aggodakain aggapi~1t/a7Ii). In the same Nikaya3 there is an 
interes'ting account of a sacrifice i A king· or · a ricb Brah­
mai;a gets a-hermitage (santhiigiira) built outside• the town, 
and·resides there after having his hair and beard shaven and 

putting on rnugh skins. He is accompanied by his Wife· and 
priest. He sleeps on the bare ground and livcs,on :a portion 
of the·niilk:ofa cow and· tends the sacrificial fire. He, how­
ever, orderG that for sacrifice so many cows, steers, heifers, 
goats and rams are tb be killed, so many trees are to be cut 
down for sacrificfal posts, ladle and other wooden requisites. 
From this !iccount it appears that there was also in. vogue a 
form of sacrifice which was neither of the Brahma,;a -nor of 
the Ara,;yaka type. 

Along with the sacrifices there.were also the common forms 
of worship of deities:like Indra, Varuna and the four :Dik­
palas: Dnatarattha, Viru!ha, Virup~kkha and Kuvera, as. 
also of the Yakkhas like Satagiri.4 There was also the belief 
in the pui!ificatory -effects of a dip in the sacred rivers .like 
Ganga, Phalgu, Bahuka, Sarassan, and Payaga." 

1 Anguttara, IV, ·p. 61 speaks of the mahiiyaiii'ia as gifts without: 
anY expectation. 

2 Majjhima, II, I!· 204, 3 Ibid;, I, p. ~43--4.: 
4 Dzgha, II, p. 257. 
5 Majjhima, I, p. 39, 
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From the references found in the Nikiiyas, it is apparent 
that the Vedic religion as also the Brabmal).iC sacrificial 
system were both prevalent at the time of the rise of Buddhism, 
A brief survey of the Vedic and the Post-Vedic religion, 
which just preceded Buddhism, is given here along with that 
of the U panitladic beliefs and teachings. 

Vedic Religion (2000-'-800 B. C.) 

The Vedic literature is vast and developed in about a 
thousand years. The earliest text of this literature, :tht: 
f!..gveda of 1028 hymns, composed at different times and-·com­
piled about 1500 B. C., gives an idea of the earliest form of 
religion of the Vedic Indians. The hymns were composed 
mainly by se·ers (r~is) in praise of certain gods as also for the 
material benefits of their tribal chiefs. The Vedic Indians 
were optimistic in their outlook and wanted to make the moSt 

of their lives in the present and were not concerned about 
their future existence. There are a few hymns which seem 
to hint at monotheism, viz., that there is one God beyond all 
gods and natural forces. 1 

D e i t i e s : The deities of the hymns were not, in all 
cases, personifications of nature, though many of them were 
of the natural beneficent forces or of calamities that affected 
the people of those days. The former were Dyaus (Sky or 
Heaven), Agni (fire), Surya (Sun), U~as (Dawn), Vata (Wind), 
Prthivi (Earth), while the latter were Vrtra (the Withholder of 
rains, a dragon. a · serpent), Rak~asas· (Earth-demons), V ~Ia 
(Caves holding the clouds). Sometimes more than one deity 
represented the same natural forces and vice versa or were 
attributed the identical qualities and functions. This was 
very likely due to the fact that the favourit~ god of a c~m­
poser received all the encomiums that came to his 0110d• · • sally~ 
Some of the deities were conceived as lords or warriors. . 
ing forth to a·iscbarge their functions and thereby conferno! 
benefits on mankind, while a few others were regarded a 

1 Cf. ~V-, x. 5, 27, 88, 129. 
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1 entary to each other and were addressed in pairs, 
coIDP eID 

Dya-viiprthivi, lndragni, Siiryamasa. 
e g. • • Th • There are several gods, major and mmor. ~ rna1or 

Y be classified as Celestial, Aerial and Terrestnal. 
ones xna ) c· .) h 

The Celestial gods were (i) Dyaus (Sky or Heaven , n t e 
Adityas, Mitra and Aryaman, Bhaga, A'1!1sa and Dakfa 
(iii) Mitra and Varu1Ja, (iv) U ~as (D~wn :_ daugh~_er o~ the 
Dyaus), (v) Sfirya, Savitr and Pufan, (v1) Vlf,:ZU, (vu) Vzvas-

vant, (viii) the Asvins. _ 
The Aerial gods were (i) Indra, (ii) Trita Aptya, (iii) 

Apa,rz, Napiit, (iv) Ahi Budhnya, (v) Aja E~apiid, (vi) 
Miitarisvan, (vii) Viiyu and Viita, (viii) Parjanya, (ix) Apsaras, 
(x) Rudra, and (xi) the Maruts. 

The Terrestrial gods were (i) Agni, (ii) Brhaspati, (iii) 
soma, (iv) the Rivers, and (v) Prthiv"i. 

Besides these gods. there were several others, some of 
whom were of minor importance. The legends relating to 
the origin of these gods are although ostensibly myths, there 
are in them many cosmic truths, e.g., creation of the universe, 
of heaven and the earth with atmospheric space in between, 
appearance of light and sunshine, release of storm-clouds, 
and of water, and the existence of a physical order. There 
are also in them the first attempt to define a social order 
and to formulate the moral laws, of which the presiding 
deity is Varm_1a, who rewards the pious and punishes 
the impious. There is also the conception of ]J.ta, the 
law of nature, the law of truth, the laws of customary 
rites and institutions; it is impersonal. There is also the 
conception of one Supreme God, named as Hiral}yagarbba 
or Prajapati, Visvakarma being the creator or the world­
architect. In the Puru~a-sukta there is a reference to the 
Cosmic person1 with a thousand heads, eyes and feet, pervad­
ing the whole earth and at the same time transcending it. The 
main emphasis was, however, on the worship of the deities by 
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prayer and offer of gifts to them to win their favours for mate­
rial gains. 

S a c r i fi c e s : In the B,.gvedic period the worship of 
deities was performed ceremonially in a sacrifice, which con­
sisted in inviting gods to the pl.ice of offering to take food 
and drink given by the worshipper. There were no costly 
gifts of jewels, garments and chariots, as has been the practice 
later. The deities were not visible and so Agni or the sacri­
ficial fire was invoked to convey to the gods the gifts which 
were actually utilised by the priests, the vicegerents of gods 
on earth. 

The only sacrifice that the ~gvedic Indians knew was 
that of Sonza, in which the ceremonial pressing of Soma 
formed the essential feature. The gift made were pastoral, 
e.g., milk, curds, melted butter, grain, barley, rice, cakes 
with animal victims on very rare occasions. The Soma 
drinks, occasionally wine and honey, produced ecstasy both 
to the sacrificer and the priests. The main object of this 
sacrifice was to draw the attention of the gods and to win 
their goodwill and so it is said "the god hath accepted 
the offering; he hath become strengthened, he hath won 
greater might ... , may I (the sacrificer) prosper in accordance 
with the prospering of the god". In the IJ._gveda there a;;e 
stray references to other sacrifices without any description. 

PoM-Vedic Religion 

The sacrificial system was gradually elaborated and 
made complicated in the Y ajurveda, the Samaveda supple­
menting it with the Siimans (hymns) to be chanted on 
particular occasions. Many of these Siimans were, however, 
taken from the lJ.-gveda. In course of time developed the 
Briihmana literature and the Srauta-sutras, which elaborated 
the rit~als to an enormous extent. The performance of _a 
sacrifice entailed so much cost and parapharnelia that it 

became almost an exclusive privilege of the richer class. Tbe 
sacrificers could be a Brahmal)a, a K~atriya or a Vaisya. The 
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sacrifice lasted fr-0m-one day to one year and -necessitated 

animal victims from one to hundreds. 
For every sacrifice, the first duty of the sacrificer is to 

choose ceremonially his officiating priests, who numbered 
from one to sixteen-or seventeen. Of the sixteen o1Iiciating 
priests, the Adhvaryu is responsible for the. various ritualistic 
duties, while the Hott is to pour the libations, recite 111a11tras, 
hymns and 'invoke the gods. The Brahnum watches the 
accuracy of ritualistic operations, but he usually remains 
silent.' The other priests are assigned separate duties like 
pressing the Soma, kindling the sacrificial fire, making ready 

the implements and so forth: 
Aft-er the selection of the officiating priests, the sacrificer 

(Yajamiina) ·has to perform the Dik.~i1 (Consecration) cere· 
mony. ··It '.is-followed by the U pasad ceremony of three. daYS. 
during which the site of the sacrifice is chosen, a. hut is 

constructed, the great altar and the -fire-hearths -are made 
ready, and the Pravargya or the Hot Milk sacrifice is 
performed by offering milk heated in -a· pot made of sacred 

earth to the Asvins. 
Fire forms the central theme of a sacrifice. There 

·~ three: fires: one •is called Garhapat-ya or the fire 
lna:intained in the house of the sacrificer perpetually, 
the next is Ahavaniya (a fire-place of square shape) 
male specially for the occasion, and the third is Dak~i{1a 

fire] a fire-place of half-moon shape placed on the south of 

th '. Garhapatya1 fire. • r y· 
/ After these preliminaries, commences the actual· sacri ice. 

/each of which has different preparations and ceremonies. On 
/ completion of the sacrifice, the sacrificer pays the fees to the 

,/ officiating· priests. Lastly, the sacrificer takes bis purificatorY 

bath (A vabhrtlza). 

1 In the Anguttara (IV, .PP· 41, 45), Xhavaniya, Garhapatya and 
DaksilJa fires are distorted into a/iu~eyya, galiapati, and dakkhi,;eyya 
aggi, explaining the first as taking care of parents, the second as looking 

after dependants and the third as gifts to recluses. 
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The more important. of the _ sacrifices are (i) Agnilzotra, 
(ii) the New Moon and Full Moo:o sacrifices, (iii).tl}e Seasonal 
sacrifices, (iv) Agr-aya1Ja l~fi, (v) Nirzujlzapasubandlzq, (vi) the 
Soma- sacrifice or Agni::toma, (vii) Vajapeya, (viii) Riijasuya. 
(ix) Asvamedha, (x) Sattras (sacrificial sessions performed by 
a large number of men), (xi) Sautriima~zi, and (xii) Domestic 
sacrifices. There are several other sacrifices and each sacrifice 
bas a prescribed programme -of, rituals and ceremonies. The 
observallce of minute det~ils in the, perfor.mance of a sacri­
fice seems to have been the main religion of ~he post-Vedic 
Indians. , The sacrifices are als.o given; deeper and _par~ially 
philosophical . interpretations _ without, however. formulating. 
any system of philosophy.,. ~~g., they .ar~ ~dentifjed _witJi 
Prajiipati, the Creator .of the .Univei:se. Some 9f the :r;itu,ali; 
are symbolic repre.sentations (i) of the o.rigin of cosmqs _witl;l 
its gods. and living beings, (ii) of the regula_tor Q~ t;p.e physica,l 
and moral laws, (iii) of the _ rebirth of a sacrificer, (iv) of bi~ 
attainment of sovereignty and even (v) of _complete ~eliveranc~. 
from worldly existences. 

I 

The Ara1J,yakas 

The philosophical and cogitational asi:;ects of the sacri­
fices received greater stress in- another. literature called the 
A.r01:z-yakas ofJa date little later than. that of the Briihma1J-as~ 
The A.ra1J.yaJws.• are primarily a .ritualistic. literature, compile<;! 
specially for those-wbo take to forest-life. In this literature 
the sacrificial :riituals are •given allegorical interpretations 
and man-y lof the rituals are replaced by cogitation of th~ 
gods and muttering of mantras. It_ is .enjoined that the 
Ara1J-yaka literature should_ be studied only by the recluses 
who have gone to the forest and, renounced- the worldly ties 
altogether. ·Most. of -the. Briihinanas have a corresponding 

• . d 
Aral)yafr.a.: . T};lei;e. were three classes of men who retire 
to the • f6rests and studied the. Ar-any)ikas. They wer~ :._ 
(a) those who felt unhapp~ at the imp~rmanence of world )I' 
objects; (b) those who wished to attain emancipation. by 
comprehending the Hira,:zyagarbha or the order of creation► 
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.and (c) those who longed for progeny and cattle,-the 
third being looked upon as persons of the lowest category and 
unworthy of a forest-life. In the Ara~iyakas the emphasis is 
shifted from external ritualism to internal cogitation as also to 
esotericism. paving the way for the advent of the secret 
teachings of the U pani!ads, and lastly to asceticism. 

The Upani~ads 

The last sections of the Ara~yakas are the U pani!iads, 

.the earliest philosophical literature of the Indians. Though 
there are as many as 108 U pani§ads. only six or seven of 
.them are regarded as the oldest and the most authoritative. 
In the U pani~ads the efficacy and importance of sacrifices 
are not denied, though there are a few doubtful disparaging 
remarks about the sacrificial rituals. In these texts more 
emphasis is laid on the quest of the Truth, the Ultimate 
than on the means like sacrifices for attaining it, but it is 
evident that the performance of sacrifices continued to be the 
core of the religion.1 

In the Vedas and the Briihma~as, there are a few refer­
ences to the philosophical outlook of the ancient Indians, and 
it was left to the Upani~ads to develop it; but by the time the 
Vpani.~ads appeared, the.re was a reversal of the general out· 
look on the present life, optimism having given way to 
pessimism. As the Upani§ads contain ouly philosophical 
speculations, an outline of the same is given here. 

The optimistic view of life of the Vedic period gave 
.place to a pessimistic one, in which the present life with its 
sufferings due to old age, disease and death was no longer 
regarded as desirable and the people were asked to loolc for 
a life which was eternal, free from sufferings and beyond 
disease and death, the Amrta2. A number of ascetic 

1 Ranade, however, remarks in his Constructive Survey of Upani· 
i;adic Philosophy, p. 6: ''The spirit of the Upani~ads is, barring a few 
.e,i:ceptions here and there, entirely antagonistic to the sacrificial doctrine 
of the Brlihmal).as." 

2 Cf. Katha, I. 1. 28; Maitri, l. 2-7. 
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thinkers1 offered their solutions of the origin of worldly 
beings and objects. and tried to explain the highest truth 
according to their own light. In the Clziindogya2 it is 
said that from the primeval being appeared fire. out of 
which originated water, which in turn produced the earth. 
but according to Katlza3 all objects originated from fire. and 
according to Pravahai:ia Jaivali from space4 ; but the remarka­
ble statements "asad va idam agra lisit" and "tato vai sad ajii­
yata in the Taittir1ya5 and •·naiveha ki117caniigra iisid" in the 
Brhadiira,:,.yaka,6 establishing "non-existence of any thing" at 
the beginning, remind us of the doctrine of siinyata of the 
Mahayana Buddhists, as against the contention of the Hinaya­
nists ••pubbii. koti na pannayati" (the beginning of the world 
is unknown). But the most popular and generally accepted 
interpretation of th~ origin of world is ,the one given in the 
Chiindogya1 .. iisid ekam eviidvit1ya111" (there was the Being 
alone and without a second).8 

Likewise, there are different interpretations of the highest 
truth. Upakosala, disciple of Satyakama Jabala, thought 
that the ultimate reality was the Sun, the Moon or the 
Lightning, while Balaki added to same ·•the thunder, the wind. 

1 Brlzadiira1_1yaka, V. S. 1 (Ranade, op. cit. p. 77): "In the beginning 
- verily, the waters alone existed; from the water was born Satya or Trulb; 

Satya produced Brahman; Brahman gave birth to Prajapati and from 
Prajapati were born the gods". 

Ranade, op., cit. p. 263: ;King Janaka refers to the various interpreta• 
tions given of the highest truth by the different thinkers: 

(aJ It was Speech, according to Jitvan Sailini; 
(b) Breath according to Udanka saulayana; 
(c) Eye according to Varku Varit1Q.i; 
(d) Ear according to Gardabhi Vipit;a Bharadvaja; 
(e) Mind according to Satyakama Jabala: 
(f) Heart according to Vidagdha Sa.kalya: . . d 
(g) Self, and not its adjuncts, i.e., ear of ear; mmd of min ~· 

according to Yajfiavalkya. 
2 Chiindogya, vi. 8. 4. 
4 Chiindogya, I. 9. 1. 
6 Brhadiira1.1yaka, J. 2. 1-2. 
8 Cf. Ranade, op. cit., p. 85. 

3 Katha, II, 5. 
S Taittil""iya, H. 7. 
7 Ibid., VI. 2. J-4. 
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the sky, the fire, the water, the mirror, the image, the echo. 
the sound, the body, the right eye and the left eye."1 All 
these theories, however, were discounted by the other thinkers, 
who determined tµe ultimate reality as the Absolute 
(Brahman), out of which appeared the world of beings and 
,objects.2 The Para Brahman or Paramatman is described in 
the Chiindogya3 as the Truth, free from evil and suffering, old 
age, and death, hunger and thirst. In the same U panif'}ad" 
the Brahman is described as immanent in the phenomenal 
world and as pervading the body of a being and at the same 
tim:e it is.also transcendant. The immanence is illustrated by 
the simile of the disappearance of s11lt in water and in the 
i3rhadiirmJ,yaka5 by that of the encasement of a razor. in a 
razor case. In this U pani~ad the merging of Jivatman in 
Paramatman is also·described ii). an erotic language,6 In the 
Svetasvatara1 its ·- presence is traceq. everywhere in fire, 
waters, plants and beings, while in the Taittiriya8 it is identified 
with existence, consciousness and infinity (sat~a1?1 ;,wnam 
.i111anta1p) .. 

In· the Svetasvatii.ra9 the Brahman or Atman i~ con~ived 
as a personal God, the·Rudra, the source of the p.h_enomenal 
world of beings and objects, the unity behind diversity. He is 
not to be identified with. either "Nature'.' or "Time" and is 
beyond the time distinctions of past,; present and future. 

' . . 

1 Ranade, op. cit., p. 251-2. : 

2 Taittiriya, III. 1; Clzii11dogya, III. i4.J~:o:n@lfiffij' W[~ _:aq-rmcf I 

Brahman (i.e. Para· Brahman) becomes A para Brahman or Uvara to give 
rise to the phcnomena:1 world. • Out of, him originate the beings (tajja), 

live in him (tadan} and are absorbed in him (tallam). Cf. Sinha, Histoi·y 
of Indian Philosophy, i, p. li; 

3 Chii11dogya, Vlll: 7.1. 4 . Ibid., VI. 13, 1. 3. 
5 Brhadlira~iyaka~ l. 4. 1.: 

6 ibid. IV. 3. 21:. ·miq"f iw.r-rr f~ ~~ ;r: -~ ~ ~ 
.;n;m:· ~r~r' ~= 5ITTtiTR.r.rr -~9lr .:, _<ITld ft-.i.r ~~ .,~, 

J Svetlisvatara, II. 17. 
8 Taittiriya, II. I. 
9 Svetlisvatara, III. 2, 3; VI, l-12. 
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Of the various solutions of the ultimate problems, the one 
,offered in the C/zandogya and Brlzadara~zyaka, viz. "Thou art 
That (tat tvam asi)" or "That I am (so' Jzaq1)'' has been-accep­
ted by the majority of Indian philosophers. It enunciates the 
theory of the identity of the individual self with the universal 
self. It forms the keynote of most of the Indian schools of 
thought. 

Arm:ii and Yajfiavalkya were probobly the latest -Upa­
ni~adic teachers to propound the abovt: philosophical teaching. 
In the Brlzadiira~l}'aka. the views of Yajilavalkya are given in 
these words: 

(i) Every being has a «Self'' and that "'Self" is its dearest 
object. It is dearer'than one's wife, son or we.alth. The real 
love for the self, however, must not remain confined to one·s 
own self but to all "selves" without, existing in beings living 
around us, One must love others because of the "'Self" within 
them. It is by means of such real love, that a person can 
have full realisation 'of the "Self" and thereby attain ifumorta-
1ity. 

(ii) This "'Self" is also the highest reality, the Brahman, 
·which pervades the universe. It is immanent in all beings and 
things of the world, It maintains the order of the universe, 
regulates the movement of heavenly bodies; in. short, it 
-creates and uncreates the world. '· It i~ • both personal .and im­
personal. 

. . 

(iii) This "Self_" qr Brahrµan is pure s,elf-consdousness. 
It is differ~nt from consciousness in dream or,. ,d~ep .. sleep, or 
physical consciousness. This self-consciousuess is the Reality, 
the God, the Absolute. It is infinite and knowab_le only within 
one's own self. 

I : 

The highest happ;ness is obt~ined by real love or full 
realisation of the self and it is dissociatecf ·from desire, while 
happiness. obtained through ·iove' of beings and tl~ings of the 
world as such, is tempor·ar~ and limited, and: is associ~te: 
with desire (kiima), consequently with hunger and thirs ' 

sorrow and pain, decay and death. 
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The relative position of the individual soul and the pure 
blissful soul is explained in the Upani~ads by the conception 
of five sheaths (ko§a) thus: The grossest ko.~a is called 
annamaya, i.e., the body with its sense-organs nourished by 
food (anna); the next ko~a contained in the previous one is 
prii1_1amaya or the vital force (priil)a) which keeps the body 
active; the third which is contained in the second is mano­

maya, the mind, the source of volitions; the fourth ko.~a 
contained in the third is Viji'iiinamaya or the intellect (vijiiiina)' 

which discriminates subject from object. Within the fourth 
ko~a lies the fifth iinandamaya or pure bliss-consciousness, in 
which ceases the distinction of subject and object. It is. 
identical with the pure soul, Brahman; hence, it is free, 
infinite, omniscient and transcendental. 

In the Miil)qukya the relative position of the individual 
soul and the great soul is explained by the four states of 
consciousness attained through meditation (yoga), in which 
the basis for concentration of thoughts is 011i (A+ u +Ml. The 
four states gradually reached in meditation are waking-cons· 
ciousness, dream-consciousness, deep sleep•consciousness, and. 
self-consciousness, the last being the highest perfect state, the 
merging of individual soul in the great soul.1 

Apart from meditation, the more common means of 
merging of the jiviitman into the paramiiiman is the acquisi­
tion of knowledge (vidyii) by eradicating ignorance (avidyii), 

which causes misapprehension of the body, sense-organs, 
manas, and buddhi as identical with the jiviitman and conse· 
quently leads to bondage of a being with the phenomenal. 

1 Ma1.uJukya, 3·7 : 

<;i!l'IR~..n.ft <l"'fu:~: ...... ~~ ~~.rr.R: I 

~~:~: ...... ~ ~;;m: I 

~m-i t(~: ~:, .. ••·~ ~fW3: ~: I 

;:rr;:o:~ .r ef~:~ ;,rw.ro:>1i if !®ffi ., ~ ~ ,, 
~~(tijolM [T~+:r!.11 (1.l+l<tl'itl <!J+IT-'<1;:~:q*llli1<hl c+t!>l~ll«R ™)q~~f 

m ~~ =emf ;i-;=,:i;:a ti' ~1m1 ti' ~ll=, 
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world. The vidyii or perfect knowledge puts an end to the 
distinctions between subject and object, between the individual 
soul and the great soul, and to all conceptions that are due to 
time and space. The means and process of acquiring vidyii are 
right action (karma). proper meditation (samiidhi and yoga) and 
true knowledge (jfiana). By karma is meant physical discipline 
(brahmacarya) or self-restraint; by samiidhi, mental discipline 
or withdrawal of mind from sense-objects1 and practice of 
forbearance (titik~a), and by jnana. realisatio·n of the oneness of 
jiviitman and paramiitman and of the absence of any distinc­
tion between subject and object as also of the notion of duality 
and plurality. 

Transmigration of Soul 

The theory of transmigration, says Prof. Ranade, is an 
inheritance from the pre-Aryans, and can be traced also in 
the ~gveda. 2 In the Kat ha3 there is the famous dialogue 
between Yama and Nacikctas, about existence after death. 
Yama remarks that a being is reborn just as a ripened corn 
after decay reappears again. This is similar to the theory 
of dynamism or the law of causation of the Buddhists. 
Quite different from this is the exposition found in the 
Brhadara,:z,yaka-1 • in which the link between death and rebirth 
of a being rests on the soul, which passes from one existence 
to another. The Priijfia-iUman accompanies the Siirfra-iUman 
and it leaves one body only when it obtains a footing in 
another like a caterpillar leaving one blade of grass for 
anothcr. 5 

1 Brlzadarai.tyalca, III. 5. 1 
2 Ranade, op cit., pp., 145 f. 154 

3 Kat ha, I. 1. 20. 21: ~ftrcr ~~ ~~ ~ g.;: 
4 Brlzadiiranyaka, IV. 4. 3. 5 . 
5 The con~eption of iitman in the Upani§ads bas given nse 

to two views: (i) that the self is similar to a spark issuin~ ~ut of 
a mass of fire, and (ii) that the self is similar to space with1~ an 

d • nd describes 
earthen jar. sa1ikara gives preference to the secon view a ot 
. . d . . 1 te It is not gross, n 1t as eternal, unchangmg, un ecaymg, 1mmacu a • . 11• ence 

. . • • t r.ure 1nte 1g • eyes, not life-force, not mind, not doer, 1t 1s JUS ...., -

2 
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Theory of Karmaphala 

In Katha and Brhadara1J,yaka is mentioned that fruits of 
deeds are. transmitted to the next existence. The soul 
carries the dead being's accumulated fruits of deeds (karma­
phala). The reborn being earns merits and demerits on 
account of its past meritorious or demeritorious actions res­
pectively.1 The Ka1ha2 adds that karman may cause a being 

[ f.l~@'~.[tltfilik4@m<r' ~cf"~c+id'ctl ~fu I 5l~Ff:.._~~­

:::.il'@;(!ll~: ~~~A• R~ ijq_ 1---~~S™+rr I] 

It pervades the whole body though it is infinitesmally small. At death 
it passes out of the eyes, or skull or some other portion of the body. 

The living self limited by the adjuncts of the body of an individual, 
his sense-organs, mind, intelligence and notion of 1-ness becomes an 
empirical self, perceiving pleasant and unpleasant feelings. It is unaware 
of its true nature and is in the grip of nescience; its power and know­
ledge become 1,imited and it becomes an agent, an enjoyer of acts, by 
which it accumulates merits and demerits. 

The Vedantists hold the view that the empirical self serves as the 
transmitter of karmaic effects. It continues after the death of a living 
being and transmigrates from one existence to ano1her. It does not give 
up the old body till it obtains a foothold in another body. In his 
comments on Brahmasutra (Ill. 1. 1) Sankara states that the dying being 
at the -time of his death dreams of his future existence and grows an 
attachment for it, and so the empirical self extends its creative effort; it 
is a continuation or extension (dirghikara(za) and not exactly similar to 
the movement of a caterpillar. The empirical self carries with it the 
subtle body (suk,~ma-sarira=li,iga-deha) composed of three vestures or 
sheaths (koJa): 

(i) Vij1ia11amaya=coosciousness as an active agent. 
(ii) Manomaya=will as instrumental. 

(iii) Pra1_za111aya=vital breath or physical organism as energy. 
This subtle body carries with it all the merits and demerits accumula· 

ted in past existences as also nescience (avidyii) along with the impres· 
sions left by past experiences (purvaprajiia ja11111ii11tar"iya sm11skiirii~1), 

leaving behind all material elements, gross or subtle. This subtle bodY 
remains along with the empirical self till the attainment of liberation. 

l ._ BrhadaratJyaka, UL 2. 13: ~:q) ~ ~ ~ ~q' qrq: 
tJT~.ffu I 

2 Katha, II. 2. 7: .:ftf.r+P-t WH.A :m,l{ccj 14 ~: I 

~~~4Rf 4~T~ 4~Qil II 
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to be reborn as an inorganic matter. In the Upani~ads 
there is the conception of the Lord of Karman, who adminis­
ters the law and gives fruits according to one's past deeds. 
He is 'isvara, the Apara Brahman, the dispenser of justice. 
The law of karman as defined by Yajiiavalkya is that a person 
is filled with desire (kamamaya evaya,!1 puru$a iti). He wills 
according to his desire, and he acts as he wills. As he acts 
so are the fruits are produced. These fruits control his 
subsequent existence, which, according to Yajiiavalkya, is 
generally a better one. For a person without desire the 
ultimate existence is in Brahman.1 

Pessimism 

Pessimism had its beginning in the V pani$ads, in which 
sreya~z (seeking the excellent) is pointed as superior to preya{i 
(seeking worldly happiness):?. The Maitr"i Upani$ad3 contains 

1 Cf. the exposition of Sa1ikara and Ramanuja: Sankara admits 
that man is the architect of his destiny and that his karma, 
past and present, must produce fruits which are to be exhausted 
by enjoyment or suffering. According to the Bralzmasiitra (Ill. 1, 8.), 
karma connotes not only meritorious and demeritorious deeds but also 
fulfilment of duties prescribed for a particular caste (van.za) and stage of 
life (iiframa), as well as performance of sacrifices and expiatory ceremo­
nies (priiyascftta). 

Liberation is to be attained, according to Ramanuja, not only by true 
knowledge (jiiiina) but also by karma, by which, he meant, rituals pres­
cribed in the siistras. It is also enjoined in the Vedantic texts that karma 
should be free from any desire for rewards (ni.~kiima) and such karma 
can destroy the accumulated effects of one's past life. Karma is divided 
into three categories : (i) deed already commenced (priirabdlza), (ii) deed 
already accumulated (saiicita), and (iii) deed that is being accumulated 
(sa1?Jyojyamiina). Of these three, the first must take its own course while 

• ·t· of the second can be destroyed, and the third prevented by acqu1s1 ion 
true knowledge. 

2 Katha, I.2.1-2; I.2.3; cf. Ranadc, op. cit., p. 293. ~ 

3 Maitr"'i, J.2-7: ~TTcf~, ~ff4'=qif~r~r.:rf~~~T&fcR@&ifT-~ 

f~~cfTa"fffl'=fi~'€JTa [$=~ T~:~ntsfu:r~ :m:1~ Mi <iiT.:ffq~:ft:rt: 1 

-cfiT.:ri:fiTtT~T~~~fcr~r~~fafcr.qt.-rrf.i'l~ ~~Tlf - '$R•:rqnn- -ITT:rqcjdrrUT'=fif-
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a passage, which bas parellels in the Buddhist texts. In tliis 
Upani$ad, attention is drawn to the body as the container of 
foul things like ordure, urine, bile, phlegm, semen, mucus. 
etc. It is also subject to lust, anger, envy, etc., separation 
from the desired ones, union with the undesired, and 11uoger, 
thirst, old age and death. In the Brhadiira7Jyaka1 it is said 
that the recluses seek the eternal and not progeny or wealth 
while in the Chiindogya2 appears the statement that the 

knower of the self goes beyond the sea of misery (tarati 
sokam iitmavit). The Buddhi5t texts go further and state 
that all that which is constituted (sa'f!l khata), be it a beiog in 
the lowest hell or in the highest heaven, is subject to decaY • 
and hence, existence is suffering (dukkha)'. Buddha therefore 
made tbe realisation of dukkha as the sine qua non of his 
teaching, the first of the four great truths.3 

Retirement from household Zif e 

A pessimistic outlook ultimately leads to renunciation of 
the world and adoption of the life of a recluse. In the U pani· 
~ads there is not much of evidence to show that this outlook 
on life came into vogue. Yajii.avalkya, the great philosopher 

~~ijSftwr.._ :m:'rt Fi <f.PlfCf+if~: , ijf ~1 'eyf<P;'lJX q:p.n+ir ;qil~ 

,i~+11lf~'-f~i!~<irf~Qa:ll' ~~p11,q"f~Ff: I 

Katha, 1-1.26.28: ~f+JHJT<F{. qt!.h:f~~mqTrJ:_ ~f-aql~ ;jftf<i?r q;l' 

~ijij I Cf. Ranade, op. cit., pp. 180, 294f. 

1 Brhadarm,iyaka, IV. 4.22 
2 Chiindogya, VII. 1.3 

3 i;:@ l:l+l~lF!~f.:a-: -

~:@ l:l+l~Tif -

~:~ ~;q:iJ'~Fl~Tf.:G": = 

faith leading to the knowledge that 
Kamadhatu is full of suffering. 
actual realisation of the above, 

faith leading to the knowledge that 

Rupa and Arupadbatus are also ful! 
of suffering. 

~:i ~;:cf~Ti'f l _ actual realisation of the above. 

See also infra. 
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and disputant, parted with his wives but he did not eschew 
acquisition of wealth by imparting religious instructions.1 

Many of the distinguished Upani~adic teachers were married, 
and it is taken for granted in the U pani~ads2 that they could 
impart the deeper teaching to the eldest son or the most 
Worthy disciple. In course of parting instructions, the 
teacher often advised his disciples to get married and have 
progeny, and to observe the moral laws of a householder, 
viz., to be respectful to the parents, guru and guests3 • All 
these indicate that asceticism developed in the post-Upani~adic 
days and not earlier. Leading a chaste holy life (brahmacarya), 
observing certain austerities (tapas), shaving of l1ead 
(mu~z~lanam) 1 and begging of alms (blziksiicaryii) 5 were 
prescribed for young students but these had nothing to do 
with asceticism or recluse-life. The moral virtues prescribed 
in the Brhadara,.zyaka and Chiindogya U panisads for the 
students or aspirants for mystic knowledge indicate also that 
they were not meant for recluses. In the former 6 these are 
self-control, charity and compassion, and in addition 
mendicancy (bhiksacaryli) for those who do not wish for sons 
and wealth. In the Chandogya1 the moral virtues to be 
cultivated are austerity, charity, straightforwardness, harm­
lessness and truthfulness. In this text it is further enjoined 
that a person must not steal gold, drink wine, commit 
adultery in the teacher's family, kill a Brahmax:rn and associate 
with a person who has committed any one of the above­
mentioned offences. Speaking of the truth is extolled in all 
the Upanisads. In the Taittiriya8 there are also moral 

1 Brhadiira,_iyaka, IV. 1.1. 7 
2 Chiindogya, Ill. 11. 5-6 
3 Taittir"iya, I. 11. 1-3 

4 MU{UJaka, III. 2.10: fuu~ Rfcr':f~ ~~g :;;ftiil:. I 

5 Brhadara{tyaka, III. 5. 1 : fi:fi:;fT~~- :q~fcf ; Kau$itak"i, II. l: 

:~ey~T 3:l"!+r f~f~'=flS~;;•e:r)qfqir.:( iil~+fcff G:'n+ffil:1:nf+ffq I 
6 Ibid., V. 2. 1-3. ~ 7 Chiindogya, III. 174 

8 Taittir"iya, 1.9; cf. Ranade, op. cit , p. 307-8 
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instructions intended mainly for householders, viz., respect for 
the law, truthfulness, austerity, self-control, quietude, 
maintaining sacrificial fire, performing agnihotra sacrifice, 
serving guests, being humane and having progeny. Buddhism 
departs wholly from the Upani$adic way of life for attaining 
knowledge and perfection. It insists upon every seeker of 
truth to eschew worldly life and to become a monk or nun, 
living on alms and practising austerities, in which meditations 
formed the essence. 

The Upani$ads and Buddhism 

Buddhism no doubt appeared in the wake of the earlY 
Upanisads and dealt with many of the philosophical problems 
mentioned in them. Prof. Radhakrishnan thinks that "early 
Buddhism is a restatement of the thought of the Upani~ads 
from a new standpoint1 ." The emphasis of the Brii/111w1.za 
texts on ritualism waned in the Aral)yakas, which, however, 
still maintained the belief in the efficacy of sacrifices 
and there was a set back in this belief in the Upani$ads, which 
however did not wholly discard it. Some of the U pani.~ads 
recommended offering of oblations to Rudra2 • There are 
also stray passages, in which ritualism has been criticised, 
and which has led Prof. Ranade to remark that .. the spirit 
of the Upani$ads is, barring a few exceptions here and there, 
entirely antagonistic to the sacrificial doctrine of the 
Briihma,;as3" The Upani$ads were the products of a period 
when sacrificial ceremonies were in full swing, continuing 
also in the post-Upani~adic period, and so, the generalisation 
of Prof. Ranade seems to be too wide. Stress has no doubt 
been laid in the Upani$ads on "inner sacrifice" or exertions 
directed to the realisation of the self within, but it does not 
suggest that sacrifices were bereft of any efficacy, which 
happened to be the watchword of Gautama Buddha. 

1 Indian Philosophy. p. 361. 
2 svetiisvatara, IV. 22 
3 Ranade, op. cit., P• 6. 
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There are no doubt . many common features between the 
Upani$ads and Buddhism, e.g., pessimistic outlook on the 
present life, observance of moral laws as a means to 
liberation, conceptions of avidyli and nlimariipa. doctriue of 
karman and attainment of mok$a (liberation). There are 
also fundamental differences between the two schools of 
thought for which Buddhism has been criticised in the 
Brahmanical works, e.g., denial of the sanctity of the revealed 
texts, non-recognition of the var~zasrama-dharma, condemna­
tion of sacrifices, particularly of those involving killing of 
animals, denial of existence of a permanent soul, conse­
quently, of transmigration, non-recognition of any relation 
between the constituted and the unconstituted, conception 
of Nirva~za fundamentally different from that of Brahman, 

Sii,ikhya-Y oga 

S a fi k h y a-Y o g a : It is mostly out of the U pani~ads that 
the post-U pani~adic systems of thought, both Brahmanic and 
non-Brahmanic have been developed. Of these the Sa.Iikhya sys­
tem may be traced in the Chiindogya and Katha but it was fully 
anticipated in the Svetasvatara, in which the highest truth is 
retained as the Para Brahman, and emphasis is laid on the 
conception of Isvara, the Apara Brahman. In this Upani$ad.1 

mention is made of the origin of Prakrti out of Mahesvara, 
who is the creator (lit. sender= preritii) of both the individual 
(fiva = bhoktii) and its object of enjoyment (jagat= bhogya). He 
combines in himself both ignorance (avidya) aud knowledge 
(vidyii), hence both of these are eternals, unborn. 2 Elsewhere3 

are mentioned the three gw;ias: sattva, rajas and tamas, the 
sense-organs and their objects, and the five great elements. 
There is also the formulation of the Sa.J.ikhya philosophy that 
ignorance (avidya) consists in a puru$a' s identifying itself with 
prakrti or the objects of experience while knowledge (vidyii), 
hence liberation, consists in the puru~a' s realization of its 

1 Svetiisvatara, iv. 10 
3 Ibid., i. 4. 

2 Ibid., i. 9. 
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identity being separate from prakrti. In this U pa12i~ad 1 there 
are also references to Kapila-r,5i and to Saiikhya-Yoga2 though 
in a different context. 

The Svetasvatara Upani!jad, though comparatively late, was 
no doubt pre-Buddhistic and very likely formed the basis 
of the teachings of Alara Kalama and Rudraka Ramaputra. 
the spiritual teachers of Siddhartha Gautama as stated in the 
Buddhacarita. The Sankhya philosophy as it developed may 
be defined thus: 

There are two reals: one is Purusa or the Eternal Soul; 
it is absolutely pure (suddha), possesses perfect knowledge 
(buddha), remains always liberated (mukta); it is conscious 
(cetana) and is never an object of thought, it is a seer (dra$Jf} 
and remains inactive and acts as a witness (sak~in) of the 
doings of a being: the other is Prakrti . or the Primal Cause, 
which is also eternal but active and mutable (paril,1ami). The 
appearance of worldly objects takes place on account of 
avidya (ignorance) of the separateness of the two reals. 
Purusa and Pralqti. The appearance of the phenomenal 
world, according to this system, is not wholly baseless or a 
delusion, as the primal cause (prakrti) does undergo a 
change, which is confined to characteristics (nimitta) only of the 
bask cause (upiidana). For this reason it is called 'satkiirva· 
vada' or the view that cause exists in its effect3 • According 
to the Sankhya school, the evolution of Prakrti takes place 
thus: Out of Prakrti issues Mahan or its cosmic aspect or 
Buddhi or psychical aspect. lt is the unindividuated cosmic 
intellect which gives rise to Ahaqikara (egoism) or individuated 
intellect, which is also a substance, an active agent. In its 

1 sJetiifratara, v. 2 .., lb "d • 13 ~ I ., Vl, • 

3 The untenability of the Sai1khya view, as argued by the 
Buddhists, liec in the fact that it admits two reals with different charac­
teristics, which are not logical, viz. one, Puru~a as unchangeable and 
the other Prakrti as changeable (pariiJiinii). The latter being real and 
eternally existing (nitya) it • is further led to the fallacy that an 
eternal entity undergoes change. 



PRE-BUDDHISTIC BRAH~IANlSM 25 

sattvika (pure) aspect it leads to the origin of Manas (mind), 
the function of which is determinate perception; it is the 
central organ of the sense-organs and their perceptions. 
Aha1J1kara also gives rise to five subtle essences, Tanmiitras, 
which in their turn evolve into five gross elements: earth, 
water, fire, air and ether. Out of these originate the five 
sense-organs: eyes, ears, nose, tongue and body as also the 
five physical organs: speech, feet, hands, anus and generating 
organ. 

The process of evolution as shown in the Buddhacarita1 

is as follows: The primal or ultimate cause (prakrti) and its 
evolutes (vikiira) constitute a being (sattva) with the con­
comitants: birth, old age, disease and death. The primal 
cause manifests itself in five great elements (pmzcabhi"ita) in 
their minutest states (tanmiitra), egoism (ah0111kara) and 
unindividuated (avyakta) cosmic intellect (buddhi or mahan). 
Their evolutes are the sense-organs of generation and excretion 
and also the mind.Z There is the soul (iitman) which is 

1 Buddhacarita, Ch. XII. 
2 The Buddhists criticise the Sai1khyans for treating speech, hands 

and feet, etc. as organs of action (karmendriya). They argue that 
a baby, immediately after birth, uses his eyes but does not speak and 
his acquisition of speech takes place after a certain amount of training; 
the organ is really tongue, the act of which is speech and therefore 
speech cannot be an an independent karmendriya. Now hands and 
picking up (a/zarm.1a) of objects, or feet and moving (ri/zara~ra) are really 
one and the same, the relation being of that an object (dlzarmz) and its 
quality (dlzarma). Hence, the act of picking up by hands and moving 
by feet are not actions in the same sense as eyes see an object, or ears 
hear a sound because seeing and hearing are functions (dlzarma) of eyes 
and ears, their actions are on something else. Hands and feet are 
really secondary organs, the primary being kayendriya. Again there 
are beings which pick up things without the help of hands or move 
without feet, e. g., serpent. If hands and feet are organs of action, the 
fingers and toes, throat and teeth should also be treated as organs of 
action. Hence, it is kiiyendriya and not hands and feet are the organs 
of action. Upastha or the generating part of the body, on the saDle 
ground, should not be separated from the body and treated as a sep~rate 
organ. Lastly anus (piiyu) is not an organ because all weighty obJects 
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conscious of the body. This consciousness or awareness is 
intellection, which was possessed by saints like Kapila. It is 
the absence of intellection that produces the world of beings. 
Those who develop individuation (vyakta) and are unable to 
go beyond the notion of 1-ness get entangled in worldly joys 
and sufferings; while those who discard the notion of 1-ness 
and maintain an unindividuated mind go beyond the world of 
pain and pleasure. 

Of the six systems of Brahmanic philosophy the Buddhist 
writers, it seems, bad in their minds the Vedanta and Sankhya 
systems only, • both of which had developed in the pre­
Buddhistic days, but the Buddhists were primarily concerned 
with the refutation of the non-Brahmanic systems like Jainism, 
Ajivikism and the materialistic and semi-materialistic schools 
of thought. 

fall through a hole and so do the excretions of a being, or at the most 
the excretions are pushed out by wind and not by anus ; hence anus 
cannot be an organ of action (Ablzidharmakosa-Vyii.khyii, II. 6) 



CHAPTER II 

Pre-Buddhistic Non-Brahmanism 
ln some of the early Upani~ads, two or three K~atriyas 

were accredited with philosophical knowledge, which they 
imparted to the Brahmal).a students. There are instances 
showing that the K~atriya rulers welcomed and patronised 
phih)sophical discussions, rewarding liberally the victors in a 
controversy. It is unlikely that there was any change in the 
social structure in the U pani$adic period but it may be surmised 
that the K$atriyas raised their status intellectualJy though 
not socially. It seems that in the regions outlying the 
Brahmar$i-desa, there was scope for freedom in faith and 
thought and there was less rigidity in V an:ziisrama-dharmas. 

It is in the non-Brahmanical scriptures of the Jainas and 
and the Buddhists that the K$atriyas are given a status 
sup~ricr to the Brahmanas. The founders of the two religions. 
Mahavira and sakya Gautama were scions of royal K!.?atriya 
families of the Na.ya and Sakya clans respectively. They were 
no doubt great intellectuals and bad the courage to propound 
new solutions of the philosophical problems. Both of these 
thinkers applied their mind to the chief problems of the 
Upani~ads, viz .. the nature of soul in its bonded and emanci­
pated state, and arrived at conclusions diametrically opposed 
to each other, Mahavira admitted the existence of multiple 
souls while Gautama Buddha denied the existence of 
an eternal soul altogether, The former applied logic of 
syiidviida (relative existence) to everything worldly as well as 
to the conception of soul while the latter propounded bis la~ 
of causation (paficcasamuppiida) combined with momentari· 
ness (ksa,:zikaviida) and established the non.existence of an 
eternal soul, and the dynamic state of· worldly t,eings aod 

objects. 
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Both of these teachers eschewed ritualism and strongly 
deprecated the killing of living beings, which was so mu~h 
in vogue in 1lhe sacrificial rituals, described above. Their 
religion consisted of ethical duties, meditation and intellectual 

culture. 
Both of them insistea on a recluse life. 

advocated rigorism while Gautama Buddha 
moderation in religious practices. 

Mahavira 
preferred 

Besides these two outstanding religious teachers, there 
were a few others, whose doctrines are found mentioned 
in the Jaina and Buddhist texts. Their doctrines very 
probably did not last long except those of one sect, the 
.Ajivikas, whose history can be traced from the days of Asoka 
up to the lt,th century A.D. when they became confined to 
Southern India. Unfortunately, none of the non-Brahmanical 
sects except Jainism and Buddhism have left any literature 
of their own. Our information about these sects is derived 
mostly from the Jaina and Buddhist sources, in which their 
doctrines are criticised and perhaps wrongly represented. 
ffhe views of the founders of these sects as also of Mahavira 
(Nigal).tha Nataputta) are summarised here. 

P[ira~za Kassapa 

(i) P u r a I) a K a s s a p a seems to be the oldest teacher 
and held views wavering between antinomianism and fatalis01. 
His doctrine is that soul remains inactive as in Saiikhya and 
it is the body which acts, hence soul remains unaffected by the 
results of good and bad deeds of the body. A person earns 
neither merit by pious acts such as gifts, sacrifices, or by 
abstinence from evil acts nor demerit by killing, stealing, 
adultery or speaking falsehood. It is rather difficult to find 
out exactly what was Pural).a's views from such cryptic 
statements. It may mean that the body enjoys or suffers 
according to its deeds but not the soul, a doctrine which 
cannot reasonably be refuted by Sankbya or a Vedanta 
school01an. In Buddhism however soul and body are not 
admitted as two separate entities, not also as identical. 
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Pura1:1a's doctrine is grouped in the Pali texts as an 
.. Akiriyaviida" i.e. non-existence of kannaic effects, Neither 
Sarlkhya nor Vedanta teaches non-existence of karmaic 
effects. It is the body or Prakrti functions and reaps the fruits 
of its deeds in this life and in future existences. Neither 
of these two schools of thought denies the transmigration of 
soul. hence could not have supported Pura1)a Kassa pa's views 1• 

Makkhali Gosiila 

(ii) M a k k h a 1 i G o s a 1 a, the founder of the Ajivika 
sect, was at first a follower of Parsvanatha, the traditional 
founder of Jainism. One day he observed a sprout growing up 
again after it was trampled down. This changed bis outlook 
and be came to the conclusion that beings were subject to re­
animation and not death and destruction. He added to it the 
doctrine that all .beings were subject to a fixed series of 
existence from the lowliest to the highest and this series was 
unchangeable (niyati sai1gatibhciva) arid every existence had 
its own unalterable characteristic as heat is our fire or coldness 
of ice. He denied the effect of deeds (karma) and energy 
(virya). He says that a being is helpless ; he can neither 
help himself nor others ; nor he can attain perfection 
(vimutti) by exertion. He must transmigrate from one 
existence to another, and it is only after repeated existences 
that he attains emancipation (suddhi). The consecutive 
existences of a being including the periods and types of 
existences are unalterably fixed (niyata). The several exis· 
tences of a being may be compared to a ball of yarn 
uncoiling itself, the ultimate end of the yarn being suddhi or 
vimutti or end of existences of a being. He upheld fatalism 
of the extreme type. A being when nearing the end of the 
several spans of its lives becomes a human being. Its existence 
as such is divided into six categories, viz., (i) black (ka,:zha) as 
bird-catchers, hunters, fishermen etc., (ii) blue (nUa) as ascetics 
observing rigorous practices, including the Buddhist8 

1 Cf. SiUra-krliil1ga in S. B. E., XLV, p. 237. 
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(Sakyaputtiya Sama.Q.as), (ii) red (lohita) as monks of the 
Jaina order, (iv) yellow (halidda) as lay-devotees of Acelakas 
and Ajivikas, (v) white (sukka) as Ajivika monks like Nanda, 
Vaccha and Sankicca, and lastly (vi) very white (paramasukka) 
as Ajivika saints. Buddhaghosa1 has made an attempt to 
explain in detail the various states of existence envisaged in 
Mailkhali Gosala's doctrines. In the Majjlzima Nikliya2 this 
doctrine is described as ahetuka (denying cause) and akiriya 
(denying the effects of deeds), while in the A,iguttara 
Nikaya3 it is said to be a doctrine which denies effects of 
deeds (kamma), activity (kiriya) and energy (viriya). The 
Ajivikas are included in abrahmacariyavasas (those who lead 
impure life) and are fond of eulogizing themselves and 
disparaging others.4 In the J aina literature5 as also in Tamil 
works like the Ma,:zimekhalai of the 4th century A.D. and 
Civana,:za cittiyar of the 14th century, the various states of 
existence distinguished by colour as black, dark, blue, green, 
red, golden and white have been dealt with in connection with 
the doctrines of the Ajivikas6 • The distinctions made by colour, 
though not now intelligible, must have been a prominent 
feature of Ajivikism. It is not unlikely that the term 'niyati' 
was introduced into Indian thought by the Ajivikas and it 
cast a definite influence on the Epics, particularly, the 
Mahabharata. 1 Manu and the compiler of the Hitopadesa tried 
to disabuse the minds of the people of this faith in fatalism 
though Bhartrhari extolled it in his Nitisataka. The .Ajivikas. 
it seems, attained great popularity in the post-Asokan age. 
There is a tradition that king Bindusara consulted Pingalavatsa 
(Janasana in Pali chronicles), an Ajivika monk, for ascertain­
ing which of his two sons, Asoka and Vitasoka would succeed 

1 SumarigalaviliisinI, pp. 161-4 
2 Majjhima, I, p. 409; cf. II, p. 121 
3 A 1iguttara, I, p. 287 
4 Majjhima, I, p. 524 
5 Bhagavatisiitra, XV; Uttariidlzyayana XXIV. 
6 Basham, History & Doctrines of the Ajivikas, pp. 243ff. 
7 Hopkinfi, The Great Epic of India, p. 103 
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him to the throne. Asoka's mother was very likely a follower 
or a devotee of the Ajivikas. After Asoka's demise his grandson 
Dasaratha dedicated a few caves specially to the A.jivika saints, 
showing thereby that the successors of Asoka preferred the 
Ajivikas to the Buddhists. Dr. Basham has collected reliable 
evidences to show that this sect became popular in South India 
and was in existence up to the medieval period.1 

Niga~1fha Niitaputta 

(iii) N i g a 1). t h a N a t ~ p u t t a (fetterless son of the 
Na.ya clan) or Mahavira happened to be an older contemporary 
of Buddha. Like Buddha he came of a noble family, perhaps 
the chief of a clan. He led for some time a married life and 
then renounced the world. He revived the teachings of 
Parsvanatha, and formed an order of monks who practised 
much more austerities than those prescribed for a Buddhist 
monk. His philosophical views are as follows: 

There are nine substances (navatattva) viz , (i) soul 
(j"iva) present in all that is conscious including a tree 
or a fruit; (ii) non-soul (afiva) which serves as the basis 
for the functioning of soul (jiva) as body is of the soul; 
(iii) merits and demerits (pu~iya, papa) which are also 
substances produced by . actions (karman) of fiva through 
mind, speech and body; (v) impurities (asrava) which flow 
into the body due to karmaic effects; (vi) self-control (sa1?1vara) 
which arrests the flow of karmaic effects, and also neutralises 
them; (vii) bondage (bandha) of the soul caused by karmaic 
effects transformed into asrava and leading to repeated 
existence (sm?lsilra), (viii) elimination (nirjarii) of karmaic 
effects or of iisravas through sa1?1vara as prescribed for tbe 
Jaina monks; and lastly (ix) liberation (mok$a) attained by a 
monk who has perfected himself in the disciplinary practices 
and realised the truth as inculcated in Jainism. 

In J aina philosophy no definite statement (syiidviida) can 
.be made about any object, not even about the highest truth• 

1 Basham, op. cit., Cb. X. 
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Every object is subject to three momentary states. viz.. ori_gin 
(utpiida), continuity (sthiti) and decay (viniisa). The ob1ect 
in its state of continuity may be regarded as the substance 
(dravya) while in the other two states it is subject to change 
(paryiiya). According to the Jaina teaching an object is per· 
manent from the standpoint of continuity (sthiti), but it is im­
permanent (anitya) from the other two standpoints. Every 
object has got to be determined from different standpoints, as it 
has several aspects and so there can be no absolute statement 
regarding the nature of an object. This is known as the Jaina 
doctrine of Anekiintaviida. In order to have a true knowledge 
of an object, its examination is necessary from various aspects 
and it is by this means alone that the perfect knowledge can 
be attained. For the sake of practical application, Anekiin• 

taviida has been condensed into seven members (saptablzaiigi), 

i.e., examination from seven diUercnt standpoints, e.g .. a being 
is (i) permanent; (ii) impermanent; (iii) both permanent an<! 
and impermanent; ( iv ) indescribable; ( v ) permanent and 
indescribable; (vi) impermanent and indescribable; (vii) both 
permanent and impermanent as also indescribable.1 

The Jaina teachings are presented in the Nikiiyas thus: 

(a) Catuyamasa1?ivara (the four restraints), viz., (i) to 
b~ free from passion and desire; (ii) to keep aloof from all 
kinds of traffic; (iii) to get rid of all parigrahas (possessions): 
and (iv) to remain absorbed in meditation of self. 

(b) Tapasya (asceticism): It is by means of rigorism in 
ascetic practices that the past karmaic effects can be neutrali· 
sed and the highest bliss obtained. 

(c) Restraint on physical actions (kiiyada,:,,(ia) is .more 
important than that on mental thoughts (manoda,:,,4a). 

(d) Ahi1rzsa (non-hurting of living beings even by 
words or thoughts) is the main ethical doctrine of the Jainas. 

1 Syad asti; syad nasti; syad asti nasti; syad avaktavya; syad asti ca. 
avaktavya; syad nlisti ca avaktavya; syad asti ca nasti ca avaktavya. 
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This religion with its great emphasis on asceticism and 
rigorism imposed on monks and nuns has maintained its ex­
istence in lI~dia up to the present day. Its lay followers how­
ever are limited and still observe many hard and fast rules of 
self-restraint. 

Sm"ijaya Belatthiputta 

(iv) S a fi j a y a Be 1 at th i putt a did not give out any 
definite views about the ultimates. He is generally described 
as an agnostic (ajfzanavi:idin), a sceptic unwilling to give any 
definite answer to the ultimate problems, which were, accord­
ing to him, were indetermiuable, a view not incompatible 
with Buddha's declaration that the problems: whether the soul 
is identical with body or not, whether an emancipated being 
exists after death or not. and so forth are also indetermin­
able (avyakata) and should be left aside. Saiijaya, unlike the 
Buddhist thinkers, carried his logic too far inasmuch as he 
refused to give any answer to questions relating even to moral 
responsibility. He is criticised in the Pali texts as an Amarii­
vikkhepika (eel-wrigglers) but not as an akiriyavi:idin (non­
believer in karmaic effects). In the Sntralq-ti:ihga1.. the 
Agnostics are criticised as blind men, who cannot themselves 
reach the Truth; how can they guide others to it. A blind 
man guiding another blind either loses the way or follows a 
wrong path. 

Safijaya happened to be the teacher of Sariputta and 
Moggallana, who joined the Buddhist order along with his 
other disciples and were much impressed by Buddha's 
theory of causation, explaining that the beings of the world 
were in a ceaseless state of flux governed by certain causes 
and conditions. 

Ajita Kesakambalin 

(v) A j i t a K e s a k a m b a l i n was a materialist. He 
denies an after-life and so according to him there is no need of 
earning merits by good deeds. sacrifices or service to parents. 

1 Sfitrakrta,tga, I. 12. 

3 
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There is no spiritual advancement or perfection in knowledge 
likewise. There is no demerit if one commits evil deeds. 
A being is composed of five elements: earth, water. air, fire 
and space (cikcisa). After death each of these returns to the 
corresponding mass of great elements while the sense. organs 
(indriyas) pass into space. A person's earthly existence ends 
in the funeral pyre. Nothing survives after death (blza.ym1-

bhiitasya punaragamanaI?1 kutaM. 
A similar account of the Nastikas or Ciirvakas is given 

in the Siitrakrta1iga1 in which is stated that the five gross 
elements produce Atman. On the dissolution of the elements. 
however, the living beings cease to exist ...... "There is neither 
virtue nor vice, there is no world beyond". 2 

This doctrine of Ajita is clearly a restatement of the 
Lokayata or Barhaspatya school of thought. D hisar:i.a. to 
whom is attributed this type of doctrine in the Padma P1m1~w. 
asserts that there is no God The variegated world exists by 
itself. He admits only four elements and not the fifth, akasa. 
The combination of the four elements produces consciousness 
(caitanya) as liquor is produced by the fermentation of rice 
and molasses. When everything ends in death, there is no 
sense in performing sacrifices or in seeking heaven. It was 
an anti-Vedic movement and established that a being should 
seek his own happiness by whatever means he can devise, and 
not perform acts which are supposed to bring fruits in the 
next life. It identifies soul with body, a doctrine which has 
been bitterly criticised by Buddha and is classed as annihila­
tionism (ucchedavada), i.e., the doctrine that a being disappears 
for ever with the dissolution of the body. 

Pakudha Kaccayana 

(vi) P a k u d h a K a c c a y a n a was a pluralist and a 
semi-materialist. Like Ajita he holds that a being is composed 
of seven elements: earth, water, air, fire, pleasure (sukha), pain 

1 satrakrtii1iga, I. 12. 
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(dukkha) and soul (jiva,. These seven elements are neither 
created nor moulded. They are barren and fixed as a rock 
or a stone-pillar and do not produce anything and do not 
interact on one another. They neither move nor change nor 
hinder one another so as to cause pain or pleasure or 
indifference. Hence, there is no killer nor instigator of 
killing, no hearer nor preacher, no learner nor teacher. If a 
sword passes through the body of a being, it does not destroy 
it but only slips through the interspaces of the elements 
forming the body, It is a form of atomism without any 
parallel. It has been criticised by Buddha as a kind of 
eternalism (sassatavada) and grouped with Ajita's teaching 
of annihilationism (ucchedaviida), i.e., everything ends with 
death. 

Heretical Doctrines in the Brahmajlilasutta 

Besides the doctrines of the six teachers or leaders of 
sects, mentioned above, there were prevalent in the fifth 
century B. C. some more views 1 elating to the world and soul 
and the summum bonmn of a man's life. These views are 
often referred to in the Nikiiyas as those of the Sama,:za­
Bral11na~zas and have been dealt with in detail in the first 
discourse in the Digha Nikaya., the Brahmajlilasutta, which 
aims to include all the non-Buddhist views by casting wide 
a perfect net. It is also believed by some of the modern 
scholars that the ostensible object of the Sutta is to give a 
bird's-eye view of the non-Buddhist doctrines prevalent in 
Northern India in Buddha's days. The Sutta, it seems. bas 
no presumption of that kind. 1 The doctrines of the six 

1 Cf. Samantapiisiidikii, pp. 60-1: Asoka disrobed those mo~ks 
who held one of the sixty-two views; Majjhima, II, pp. 233-8 explam; 
the basic causes of these views; Dr. Thomas writes in bis Lil~ 0 

Buddha, (p. 199) "They (sixty-two doctrines) are abstract classification~ 
of certain principles which appear again and again in the same for°!~ 
recital, and show no evidence of real discussions with Jiving exponents. 
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heretical teachers, as also the philosophical views found in 
the Upanisads are beyond the purview of this Sutta. !ts 
primary object is to draw up a list of the possible theories 
about the world and soul that might haunt the minds of 
recluses (sama,;a-brahma~1ii) who by means of intuition or 
meditation acquired certain powers but could not reach the 
highest state. The so called sixty-two views appear to be a 
systematic exposition of the experiences of a recluse or a 
thinker and have very little to do with the then existing 
opinions. There may be a few agreements between sollle 
of the sixty-two views and the philosophical tenets embodied 
in the Upani$ads but that does not go to establish that the 
Sutta was composed with any reference to them, the cases of 
agreement being more or less accidental. The Szttta, however. 
has served two important purposes, viz., to disabuse our 
minds of many deep-rooted notions about the world and soul, 
and to caution us against interpreting the doctrine of Buddha 
in the light of our pre-conceived notions. By way of illustra· 
tion, it may be pointed out that the notion of iitman as a 
permanent and immaculate entity, existing within our body, 
unaffected by our deeds (karma) is likely to distort the true 
import of the attii or puggala of the Buddhist texts, and in 
the same way, the notion of nihilism (ucchedavada or 
natthatta) may influence the interpretation of anattii or 
sufoiatii doctrine of the Buddhists. A typical instance is 
given in the Majjhima Nikaya1 that an eternalist (sassatavadin) 
hears Buddha's teaching about the attainment of Nibba11a 
by the destruction of passions. desires, wrong views, etc. and 
concludes thereform that Buddha is an annihilationist 
(ucchedaviidin). 

Cf. Saddharmapu~u/afika (A.S.), p. 35: 

'F.iffll:fd~~~ ~i:{~Tfo' iff~Tfij (li.JTf~ -rrf~ I 

~TliJf~IIT!ia filiafllcql ~Hl~~lii qft:w ~ f~~n: II 

1 Majjhima, I, p. 136-7 
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The best purpose that has been served by the Sutta is 
that it shows us how to distinguish Buddha's doctrines from 
what were not bis. In the fifth century B. C. or a little later. 
it was almost impossible for any teacher to give out any fresh 
line of thought without the chance of its being confused with 
one or other of the current doctrines. and this confusion 
could best be avoided by pointing out the pitfalls, in which 
the later interpreters were likely to encounter. This is done 
in the Sutta to a certain extent. Then again, Buddha, like 
other great teachers, had at times recourse to enigmatic 
language, bafding the attempts of many an erudite commenta­
tor to find out the exact meaning. This Sutta in pointing 
out what Buddhism is. not serves therefore as an excellent 
guide for the comprehension of the enigmatic expressions. 
Though the Sutta contains many statements of doubtful value, 
an exposition of it as a whole may serve to remove many 
our misconceptions. The problems discussed in the Sutta 
are as follows: -

1. Four kinds of Sassataviidii (Etl;"rnalists) 
2. Four kinds of Ekaccasassataviidii (Partial Eternalists) 
3. Four kinds of Antiinantikii (Limitists and Unlimitists) 
4. Four kinds of Amariivikkhepikii (Evasive Disputants) 
5. Two kinds of Adhiccasamuppanikii (Fortuitous 

Originists) 

6. Sixteen kinds of Saiiiiiviida (Upholders of Conscious 
Soul after death) 

7. Eight kinds of A·saii.fiiviidii (Upholders of Unconscious 
Soul after death) 

8. Eight kinds of N' evasaiiiiiniisaiiiiiviidii (Upholders of 
neither Conscious nor Unconscious Soul after death) 

9. Seven kinds of Ucchedavada (Annihilationists) 
10. Five kinds of Dil!hadhammanibbiinavada (Believers in 

the attainment of Nibbana in this life) 

All of these views have been described in the Buddhi~t 
texts. whether Hinyanic or Mabayanic, as wrong (micchadiflht) 
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and are attributed to people's natural inclination of adhering 
to the heresy of individuality (.sakkayadi{llzi), consisting in 
regarding the body or any particular element of it as 
soul.1 

Speaking about the object of the introduction of this in: 
determinable problems into the Buddhist texts, Buddhagbosa· 
almost echoed what the Mahayana teachers bad said, namely, 
that they were necessary for the exposition of Suiiiiata, by 
which, he, of course, meant only Puggalasuiiiiatii while the 
Mahayanists meant both Pudga/asiinyatii and Dlzarmasiinyatii. 

In our exposition of the problems wt: shall follow the 
arrangement of the Brahmajii/asutta adding, where available, 
the arguments of Nagarjuna and Candrakirti as presented in 
the Madhyamikavrtti. 

Sassataviidii 

1. Four kinds of Sa.ssataviida (Eternalists), i.e., those wh0 

hold that the soul and the world exist eternally. 3 

The reason assigned by the Brahmajiilasutta as the basis 
of this view is that some recluses on account of their spiritual 
advancement develop the power (abhiiiiiii) of remembering 
their former births (pubbemviisiinussati) up to a certain liwit, 
They may be divided into three classes in accordance 
with the number of births that can be remembered by thelll• 
The fourth class refers to those persons who arrive at the 
conclusion that the world and the soul are eternal by means 
of logic and reasoning only. In short, the memories of the 
paSt and future existences, according to the Sutta, make a 
person a Sassatavadin, for he thinks that the world bas been 

1 See Sat1zyutta, IV, p. 286; also E. J. Thomas, Life of Buddha, 
p. 202 ; M. Vr.,f pp. 340, 361: Satkayadr~tyupasamat sarvadr~tyupas~­
mati; Sai?Jyutta, lV, p. 287: ima ditthiyo sakkayaditthiya sati bontl• 
See also Palis., J, pp. 149-l S0. 

2 Sum. Vil., I, p. 102. Tasma sabbafifiuta·fiaryassa mahanta-bbava· 
dassanattbaqi desanaya ca suiiiiata·pakasana-bhavattham ........... • 

3 Cf. Sa111;yutta, IV, p. 40: atthatta. 
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rolling on from eternity and will be rolling on for ever and 
that he will be born again and again. 1 Times out of number 
Buddha was confronted with the question whether he was a 
Sassatavadin or not. and every time he bad to say that he was 
neither a Sassatavadin nor an Asassatavadin because the 
question of Sassata does not arise in reference to the highest 
truth.2 It should, however, be remembered that Sassata in 
the Pali Nikayas does not bear the metaphysical sense in 
which it is used in the Upani~ads while speaking of the great 
Atman. The Sassatavadins, according to the Nikayas,3 are 
those who take attii or self as one of the five khandhas or 
something apart from them, and hold that it continues for 
ever and without any change. It is stated in the M.ajjhima 
Nikaya"' that the s~lf (attii), according to the Sassatavadins, is 
the speaker. feeler and enjoyer of the fruits of good and evil 
.actions (kamma), is permanent (nicca), fixed (dlwva), eternal 
(sassata), unchangeable ( avipari{1iimadhamma), and is steadfast 
like the so-called eternal objects, viz., the Sun. Moon, ocean. 
earth and mountain. The Buddhists, because of their 
ksa~1i kavada (momentariness) and the denial of a permanent 
entity. are not prepared to admit that the identical being feels 
the consequences of his action. which as the Nidlina-Sa1?1yutta 
asserts, would then make them Sassatavadins. 5 

1 Diglza, III, p 109-110: Atitarp. kho aham addhanarp. ianami 
sarpvatti pi loko, vivatti pi loko, anagatam ca kho aham addhanaIP 
janami, sarp.vattissati vii loko ti, vivattissati vii ti. 

2 The Truth or Nibbiina, according to Buddha, is uncaused and 
unconditioned (ahetu-appaccaya) and hence hi non-relative, absolute, 
and is only realisable within one's ownself (paccatta11i veditabbo 
~.,i,1,iuhi). It cannot be de,;cribed by any of the empirical terms, and 

·hence the question of eternality or non-eternality does not arise. 
3 Majj/zima, I, pp. 98, 182. 
4 Majj/zima, I. p. 8; Papaiicasiidani, I, p. 71. 
5 Sa1?Jyutta, II, p. 20: So karoti so patisamvediyatiti kho Kassapa 

adito sato sayarp.kataqi dukkhan ti iti vadam sa;satam etaIP pareti. 
Cf M. Vr., p. 344. • 
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Sassataviida and Sa1?1khya 

The only Brahma:r:iic school of philosophy, to which the 
Sassatavada bears resemblance, is the Saf!1khya. According to 
this school, there are two distinct eternals, the Puru$a and 
the Prakrti, the former corresponding to Atta ar;d the latter to 
Loka, with this difference that, according to the Sassatavadins, 
the soul is an active agent while the Puru.5a (=eternal attii) of 
the Sarp.khya is an inactive onlooker, the active agents being 
Ahaiikiira, the principle of individuation, which, however, 
issues out of the Prakrti or matter in its primeval form. The 
eternal Loka of the Sassatavadins is the evolved world in its 
variety. 1 

Four kinds of Ekaccasassataviida 

II. Ekaccasassatavadii (Partial Eternalists), i.e., those who 
hold that one of the three classes of the higher gods exists 
eternally while the rest do not do so; or those who contend 
that the body or the organs of sense are imperman~nt while 
the mind or consciousness (citta = mano = viftna~ia = atta) is 
permanent. 

The three classes of the higher gods referred to above are 
(A) Ab h a s s a r a, (B) K h i Q cJ a p a d o s i k a, and (C) 
M a n o-p a d o s i k a. 2 

(A) A b h a s s a r a. According to the cosmogonic 
speculations of the Buddhists, as also of some of the U pani:ia· 
die teachers,3 there were in the beginning no beings and tbe 
first to appear were the Abhassara gods, capable of taking 
shape at will,4 feeding themselves only with joy (pW); they are 

1 See above, p. 24-25. 
2 Diglia, I, pp. 17 ff.; III, pp. 28 ff. Cf. Majjlzima, I, pp. 326 ff. 
3 Sum. Vil., p. 110: pakatiya nibbatta-sattiinarp natthitaya sufifiafP· 

Taitt. Up. (II. 7): asad vii idam agra a.sit, tato vai sad ajayata. See 
Brliad. Up. I, 1-2. Cf. the Egg-legend in C/zii. Up. 19, 1-3. See also 
~V, X, 129. To this conception, it seems the Cha. Up. (VI, 2, 1) refers 
in the following words: Taddhaika iihur asad evedam agra asid ekaril 
evadvitiyam. Tasmiid asata}:!. saj jayata iti. 

4 Sum. Vil., I, p. 110: jhanamattena nibbattattii manomayii. 
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self-luminous (sayameabhii), moving about in the sky and 
getting all that they desired. 1 

After existing for aeons, there appeared a palace of 
Brahma (Brahma-vimana). One of the Abhassara gods came 
to be reborn in the Brahmavimana or the Brahma-world at thl! 
exhaustion of bis merits or the span of his life.~ But he felt 
very lonely and wished for companions. Like him other 
Abhassara gods also made their appearance in the Brahrna­
world. 3 The first Abhassara god, however, regarded himself 
as Brahma or Mababrahma thinking that as it was by means 
of his reflection that other beings appeared in the Brahma­
world, he must be their creator. The other beings were also 
under the impression that the first Abhassara god, Maha­
brahma, having been in existence before them, must have 
been their lord and originator (issaro kattii nimmiitii.)'' 

The text says further that in course of time, some of these 
beings happened to be reborn in the mortal world and through 
meditation and such other practices could visualize their 
former existences up to their birth in the Brahma world and 
gave out the view that Mahabrahma, who had been existing 
when they were first born, was the creator of all beings and 
was eternal (sassata), whereas the beings who were born after 
Mababrahma were created by him and hence impermanent 
(asassata). 

This doctrine naturally reminds us of the Upani~adic specu­
lations about the creation of the world by Brahma the 

1 Dzgha, III, pp. 84-5. 
2 D1gha, I, p. 17, ayukkhaya vii puii,iakkhaya. Cf. Gitii, dx, 21. 

Te tarp bhuktva svargalokaqi visalaqi 
k~iQe puQye martyalokaqi visanti. 

3 Brahmakayika bhumi, see Sum. Vil., I, p. 110. . 
4 Mahabrahma is described in the Pali texts as: abhibhil anabhi­

bhuto afifiadatthu-daso vasavatti issaro katta nimmata settho saiijita 
vasI bhutabhavyanaqi (the supreme, the unsurpassed, the all-seeing, the 
mighty, the lord, the creator, the maker, the chief, the best, the ruler,. 
and the father of all present and future beings). 
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·Prajapati, the Primeval Being, who by reflection produced fire, 
which in its turn produced water, which again produced earth 
(food or matter). Through these three elements the Primeval 
Being produced the whole universe. According to the Chan· 
dogya V pani.Jad the created things and beings are mere 
appearances hence evanescent, while the real, i.e. the eternal 
things are the Primeval Being and the three above-mentioned 
elementi,.1 

(B) Khic;l<;lapadosika. 2 This class of partial 
eternalists holds that the Nimmal)arati, Paranimmita-vasavatti 
and such other gods,3. who are not given to excessive pleasure 
and enjoyment (khi4cfa), exist eternally, while others do not, 
The reason assigned is similar to the previous one, viz .. that 
some of these gods were reborn in the mortal world, where 
through meditation and other practices they remembered 
their former births up to the Khic;lc;lapadosika-deva stage and 
not further. This led them to hold the belief as above. 

(C) M a n o p a do s i k a. 1 This class of partial eter­
nalists believe that the Catummaharajika gods,5 who do not 
bear ill-will towards one another, exist eternally, while those 
who do, fall from that state and so they are impermanent. 
The reason assigned is similar to the previous one with this 
difference that in this case they remembered up to their 
existence as Catummaharajika gods. 

(D) The T a k k i E k a c c a s a s s a t i k a: These, 
constituting the fourth class, are the logicians who arrive at 
the conclusion that the soul ( =citta = mano = viiiiiii~za) is 
permanent, unchangeable, steadfast, and so forth, while the 
body is not so. This naturally reminds us of the Maitri 
V pani$ad5 where the soul is described as pure 
{suddha), tranquil (siinta), eternal (siisvata), great by itself 

1 Ranade, Constructive Survey of Upa11i.radic Philosophy, p. 85-7. 
2 Digha, I, p. 19; III. p. 31. 3 Sum. Vil., I, p. 114. 
4 Dig ha, I, p. 21; III, pp. 32-3. 5 Sum. Vil, I, p. 114. 
6 Maitri, II. 3-4, 
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(sve m.ahimni), and making the body living (anenedal!l 
sar,ra,!l cetanavat prati$/hiipita1!1). A similar conception is 
found in the Kau~itaki and other U pani$ads.1 

Six of the eight forms of the so-called Sassataviidas and 
Ekaccasassataviidas, if critically examined, will be found to be 
based on one of the six abhffi,W.s (higher powers) attained 
by the Arhats, viz., the Pubbeniviiswiii{ia (knowledge of 
former births). It is regarded as one of the various but not 
essential attainments of an Arhat. This power may be 
obtained by a person by practising concentration of mind but 
without fully developing insight into the tr.uth, which is an 
essential condition of Arhat-hood. These meditators, who 
have not yet attained the Arhat-stage, but have acquired the 
power of recalling some of th{"ir former births, think that 
they have known what is to be known and give an interpreta­
tion of the truth, i.e .. of the ultimate beginning and end of 
existence, according to their own past experiences. 

The remaining two classes of speculators. the logicians, 
one holding the soul and the world to be eternal, and the 
other holding the soul to be eternal but not the body, have 
been passed over in the Brahmajalasutta with the remarks 
that opinions are sometimes formed by the logicians who 
depend purely on reasoning and not on meditation. 

Niigiirjuna assails Sassatavada 

As no attempt bas been made.in the Brahmajiilasilt~a to 
refute the above-mentioned views, it will be worth while to 
.turn to Nagarjuna's Madhyamakiirika, in the last chapter of 
which, he takes up for refutation the various doctrines, two 
of which are the Siisvata- and Asiisvata-vadas. 

Refuting Sasvatavada, Nagarjuna says~ that if a person of 
the past could be shown to be the same as that of the present, 

1 See Oldenberg, Die Lelzre der Upa11i.yads, p. 295; Ranade, Co11-

structive Survey of Upa11isadic Philosophy, p. 134. 
2 M. Vr., pp. 574-5. 
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then only sasvatavada could stand, but this is not possible as 
it would give rise to the contingency of permanency (nityatva) 
of a being as also to the possibility of a being, having a 
particular form of existence, to assume different bodies (lit. 
different forms of existence). 1 A permanent being should not 
be said to transmigrate, i.e., pass through death and rebirth nor 
can an animal become a human being through good karma, 
without death and rebirth, for, according to the sasvatavada, 
a man must remain a man, an anim~l an animal and that is 
not possible, so siisvatavada is not tenable. 2 

One may however question, "Well, how could sakyarnuni 
say,' At that time 1 was the Cakravarti king Maodhata', if 
sakyamuni was not the same as Mandhata". The object of 
such a statement, says Nagarjuna, is (i) to negative the notion 
of complete separateness (anyatvaprati~edhakam) and (ii) to 
establish the non-identity (naikatva-pratipadakam) of the two 
existences of a transmigrating being. Admitting that Sak:-; a­
muni was not totally different from Mandhata, what harm is 
there in holding that he was identical with Mandhata, 
Nagarjuna's reply is that, besides the objection of nityatva 
1permanency), it would land us in the absurd position that 
upiidana is responsible for the distinction between the two 
existences and not atma. The absurdity is shown thus; Let 
us assume that iitma and upiidii11a are indistinguishable, and 

1 Ibid., ekagatisthasyiipi niiniigatisai11grhitatvaprasmigiit. That is, 
it would lead to the absurdity of an animal, for instance, (if it is nitya) 

to ~ecome a man or a god without passing through death. 
2 To comprehend the arguments of Nagarjuna, it should be remem· 

bered that Nagarjuna uses the undermentioned synonyms of the Real 
and the Unreal in the absolute sense. 

The Real: Nitya=Siisvata=Svabhiiva=Atmii, meaning that which 
is permanent, remains eternally the same without origin and destruction 
and never undergoes the slightest change, something like the so called 
eternal Himalaya mountains, the Sun, the Moon. 

The Unreal: Anitya=Asiisvata=Ni/.1svabhiiva=At1iitmii, meauing 
that which is impermanent and undergoes change is really non-existing 
like the two Moons seen by a person with diseased eyes. 
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that atma of the previous existence is the same as the one in 
the present, from this it would follow that upadana (having 
pa,icaskandhalak:ja~za) of the previous existence is the same as 
that of the present. But this is absurd as no change in 
uplidlina in two existences is admissible. Then again, if iitmii 
and upadlina be distinguished as the agent and its object, 
then also it is not proper to say that object (upiidiina) has 
changed but not its agent (litmii, i.e., originator upiidiitr). 1 

Nagarjuna then points out that atma is inseparable from 
upadana, because it cannot exist apart from the upiidiina. 
If it is upadana which comes into existence and undergoes 
change on account of ignorance, karma, l!tc., and not iitmii, 
then one has to say that the existence of iitma is without any 
cause (ahetukatvaprasa,igiit) and that is impossible according 
to Nagarjuna. Hence atmii and upadana are not separable. 

Nagarjuna then attacks the position of the Asiisvataviidins. 2 

He says that it 'men' and the 'men reborn as gods' be regard­
ed as different, like the Neem and Mango trees, then only 
the Asasvatavadins can maintain that the soul of the man bas 
been destroyed and a different soul has come into existence. 
but to maintain such a distinction in characteristics as between 
the Neem and Mango trees goes against the theory of the 
characteristic continuity (smn,tlinli.nuvrtti) of beings which is 
admitted to exist between 'men' and •the men reborn as gods' 
and so the position of the Asasvatavadins becomes untenable. 

Nagarjuna, explaining the position of the sasvatasasvata­
vlidins (Pali Ekaccasassatikli=Partial Eternalists), says 
that according to this class of thinkers, a man when reborn as 
a god should partially give up his human attributes and take 
the divine in their place; so by the destruction of one part of 
his being he is asiisvata, and by the retention of the other, he 

1 M. Vr., ch. xviii. . 5 

2 Though it should have been dealt with along with the doctrine 
, d 1•0 order to of Ucc,1e aviida (see infra) we cannot help treating it here 

bring out the force of Nagarjuna's arguments. 
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is sasvata. To hold that one part of a being is divine a nd 

the other human is not proper; hence the position of the 
sasvatasasvatavadins is unteoable. 1 

After refuting the three positions mentioned above it be­
comes easy for Nagarjuna to disprove the contention of the­
N aivasiisvatanasasvataviidins He says that one may use the 
expression na sasvata or na iisiisvata only when he has shown 
that there was something siisvata which later on became 
asasvata. But it has been already shown that the siisvata and 

asasvata nature of beings cannot be established; hence there 
can be no such being as naivasiisvatancisiisvata. 2 

He now rounds up this refutation by examining whether 
there is, in fact, any padiirtha (thing) going about in this 
beginningless world, the existence of which (thing) we have 
supposed on the basis of the continuous succession of birth 
and death without any beginning. If it could be proved that 
the smrzskiiras,3 or, the self is leaving one gati (lit. state of 
existence) to go to another; from this again, it is going else· 
where, then the smrisara (stream of extstence) could be proved 
to be without a beginning. But this is not possible, because 
a thing which is permanent (nitya) or impermanent ( anitya) 
cannot be said to be either coming or going. That being so, is 
it right to say that the stream of existences (sa,?isiira) has a be­
ginning only because of the remoteness and non-perception of 
the beginning of the chain of births and death (janmaparam­
paraya atid'irghatvenii-dyanupalambhat)? Then again, 
when no entity can be shown as transmigrating (sa1?1sarwr 
abhiiviit), how can the stream of existences (smpslira) be 

1 Nagarjuna, it seems, is evading the issue here. The contention 
of the SiisvatiWi.vataviidins is that the soul is divine and immortal while­
the body is not so. Nagarjuna here is not distinguishing the soul from 
the body. He is refuting those only who hold that the soul is one of 
the constituents of the body, or is at least not distinguishable form the 
body. This, however, is never accepted by the Brahmanic sa,S:vataviidins. 

2 M. Vr., p. 529. 
3 M. Vr., p. 586; cf. Ibid., p. 529. Sa111skaras=accumulated effect of 

deeds of past existences, both mental and physical. 
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said to have a beginning or not? So it is quite wrong to hold 
that there is som~thing (kascit padiirtha~1) which has been 
goi:r.g about in this beginningless world and which can be 
perceived. There is, in fact, nothing eternal (sasvata) and 
so it is meaningless to think of anything as non-eternal (asii­
svata), or both. or neither of the two.1 

Antiinantika 

III. Four kinds of Antiinantika (lirnitists and unlimitists}. 
The Antanantika are those who hold that 

(a) the world is limited in extent and circular in shape; 
(b) the world is unlimited in extent and is without any 

end; 

(c) the world is limited upwards and downwards but un­
limited breadthwise; 

(d) the world is neither limited nor unlimited (in any 
direction whatsoever.) 2 

The reasons assigned for these conclusions are as follows: 
Some meditators who take the finite and circular world as 
their object of meditation and do not extend it to all the 
world systems (Cakkavii{as) 3 arrive at the first conclusion. 
Those who take all the Cakkava!as as their object of medi­
tation, arrive at the second,4 while those who take the 
Cakkavalas limited upwards and downwards but unlimited 
breadth~ise as their object of meditation, arrive at the third. 5 

1 For Nagarjuna's position see M. Vr., pp. 537, 591. 
2 In the usual enumeration of dirthis, only first and second are 

mentioned. See e g., Patis .. I, p. 153. 
3 A Cakrava!a has a Sun and a Moon as also a multitude of stars 

moving around the Mahameru. 
4 See also Patis., I, p. 152-3. 
5 As an approach to this view we may point to the theory of the 

origin of the world in the A itareyopa11i.5ad, where the heaven and the 
earth are conceived as "encompassed on the upper and nether sides by 
regions of water." Ranade, op. cit., p. 95. In the Buddhist cosmology 
a chiliocosm consisting of 1,000 or more worlds is encompassed ,by a 
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These three classes of speculators are, in fact. not con· 
cerned about the ultimate end of the world. They speak 
about the finiteness and infiniteness of the shape of the world. 
The first three conclusions are, according to the Sutta, 
nothing but the three kinds of experiences obtained gradually 
through meditation. The author of the Sutta wants to shoW 
that those who have one of these experiences but have not 
yet obtained the highest conception of Suiiiiatii, 1 give out 
one's own individual experience as the true conception of 
the universe. In Buddhist cosmology the universe is believed 
to be composed of an infinite number of world-systems, of 
which one thousand or one million or one thousand roilli0115 

form a chiliocosm.2 
As regards those who reach the fourth conclusion, the text 

says they are logicians who depend on pure arguments. Tbe 
Buddhist logicians are evidently responsible for the fourlb 
theory. Their characteristic method of exposition of al! 
metaphysical topics is by the fourfold process (catu,'ikotika): 
It is, as a rule, not applied to empirical objects. By th15 

fourfold process it is contended that the w~rld is non-existent 
as the sunyatavadins hold, or is only a creation of the rnind 

as the Vijnanavadins assert, and hence the question of the 
attributes of anta and ananta with reference to the world does 
not arise. 

Niigiirjuna's Comment 

The exposition of the four Antanantadi views given above 
relates to cosmogony and appears to be a little laboured due, 

gigantic wall. See McGovern, Manual of Buddhist Philosophy, P· 38 ; 
Hardy, Ma11ual of Buddhism, p. 89. . 

1 Cf Sum. Vil., p. 123: Imasmim pi Brahmajale bettha dittb1• 

vasena desana utthita, upari sufifiatapakasanam agatam. 
2 In Mahayana cosmology, the universe is composed of as maoY 

worlds as the sands of the Ganges, i.e., innumerable, incalculable. Cf, 
Eddington, T/ze Expa11di11g Universe, (1946), p. 4: 

A hundred thousand million stars make one Galaxy. 
A hundred thousand million Galaxies make one Universe. 

3 Viz., hoti; na lzoti; /zoti ca na hoti ca; n'eva lzoti na na hoti. 
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perhaps, to the expositor's desire to bring them into a line 
with the previously mentioned Sassatadi views and to attribute 
three of the four views to ecstatic experiences. The exposition 
of these views elsewhere is of quite a different nature and 
sounds reasonable. Nagarjuna has taken up these problems 
in his Madhyamaka-kiirikii and has shown how these are 
untenable. He first states the four positions thus : 

(a) Those, who cannot foresee the future appearance of 
the self or the world (iitmano lokasya va), regard the world as 
limited (antaviin); 

(b) Those, who can foresee the future appearance of the 
self or the world, regard the world as unlimited (na antaviin); 

(c) Those. who can foresee the future appearance of the 
self or the world partially and not fully, regard the world as 
both limited and unlimited; 

(d) Those, who cannot foresee the future appearance of 
the self or the world either partially or fully, regard the world 
as neither limited nor unlimited. 

Refuting the above four propositions, Nagarjuna says: 

(a) The existence of paraloka (after-life or after-world) is 
admitted hy the Buddhists, hence those who admit, it should 
not say that the seH or the world has an end because in that 
case there could not be an after-life or after-world. 

(b) Similarly, if the existence of paraloka is admitted, one 
should not say that the self or the world bas no end (ananta) 

because in that case also there cannot be a paraloka. 

(c) The third view that -: the world is both limited and 
unlimited is not tenable for the following reasons: 

(i) Take for instance, the case of a man reborn as a god; 

if it be held that the skandhas of the man had been deStr0 Yed 
at his death (i.e. antaviin), then it cannot be said that they have 
-given rise to a god. They would be like tl1e extinguished 

1 M. Vr., pp. 536, 573, 587-591. 

4 
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lamp with exhausted oil and wick. As it is admitted that a 
being reappears after death, it should not be said that the self 
or the world is limited. 

(ii) Applying similar reason, it can be shown that the 
self or the world cannot be said to be unlimited. In the case 
when a man is reborn as a god, if it be said that the ska11dlzas 
of the man had not been destroyed at his death, they could 
not have given rise to a god. The self or the world would 
be endless and indestructible (ananto 'vinii.fi) on account of 
not giving up its own form. It is only when the previous 
skandhas cease to exist, and that another set of ska11d/lOS 
comes into existence, as a result of the same, hence it is not 
proper to say that the self or the world is unlimited (ananta) 

as the previous skandhas do not exist any further. 
1n Buddhism, the repeated existences of a being is nothing 

but the continuous flow of skandhas (skandhasantiina). the 
skandhas, however, are being destroyed every moment a nd 

have fresh existence like the flame of a lamp. In other words, 
the previous set of skandhas is. destroyed every moment but 
at the same time it is followed by the appearance of the next. 
It happens uninterruptedly and so it is said to be continuous. 
though it is not strictly so. The flame of a lamp appears to 
be continuous and even identical, but, in fact, it is not so 
because the drop of oil which once fed the flame is exhausted 
and another drop of oil takes its place to feed the flan1e, 
which therefore cannot be identical with the previous one­
On account of this apparent uninterruptedness, it is believed 
to be continuous and even identical. Hence to a BuddhiSt 

philosopher, the self or the world cannot be both limited a nd' 
unlimited, it is ever flowing like a stream undergoing change 
every moment (until it reaches Nirval)a). 

Nagarjuna then takes up for refutation the third view of 
both limitedness and unlimitedness. He says that the 
adherents of this view may say that one part of the roan (i.e­
body) is destroyed, hence antavan; while the other part 
(i.e .. soul) remains undestroyed, hence anantavan Nagarjuna 
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in reply says that it is absurd to hold that one part of a 
being is destroyed and the other is not. He, however, as a 
Buddhist philosopher, is not prepared to admit the existence 
of soul and body as two separate entities. He says that, 
according to his opponents, a man, if reborn as a god, should 
be partly human and partly divine, but this is not possible, 
hence the opponents cannot uphold the view of the self or the 
world being both limited and unlimited. 

He then proceeds to show that this partial identity and 
partial change cannot be attributed either to the soul 
(upadatr) or to the elements of the body (upadana) because 
it has been established 1 that the soul has no existence of 
its own part from the skandhas, hence to speak of a non­
existing entity as partially the same and partially different is 
absurd on the face of it. 

(d) When the third position is not tenable, i.e., when it 
cannot be said that the self or the world is both limited and 
unlimited, Nagarjuna says that no argument need be adduced 
to refu_te the fourth view that the self or the world is neither 
limited nor unlimited. 

Amariivikkhepi ka 

IV. Four kinds of Amariivikkhepikii (evasive disputants). 

There are some thinkers who do not want to draw a line 
of demarcation between good and evil action ; so when they 
are confronted with inquiries abC'ut good and evil, they do 
not give a categorical answer, for they believe that they may 
be wrong in their answer and be opposed by others and that 
will produce in their mind either pleasure or displeasure,2 

1 See M. Vr., Ch. XVIII. 
2 Digha, I, 25: Yattha me assa chando vii riigo vii doso vii patigho 

vighato 
vii tarp mam' assa musii. Yarp mam' ssa musii so mam' assa _ 0 : 

See Sum. Vil., I, p. 116. Chando=dubbalarii.go; riigo==balavaraS • 
doso=dubbala-kodho; patigho=balava-kodho. 
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which fact proves that he is wrong and guilty of speaking a 
falsehoo~, an_d so it ':ill b~ a h~ndrance to his spir~tual P::~ 
l!.ress. Likewise he will have upadana (cause for rebirth) 
;hat will also be a hindrance to his further spiritual progress. 

The third class of Amaravikkhepika are those who are 
afraid of facing a well-trained logician about good and evil. 
lest they be vanquished in the dispute and thus be led to 
bear ill-will towards their opponents. This ill-will would 
cause hindrance to their spiritual progress. 1 

The fourth class of Amaravikkhepika are those who do 
not give any definite opinion about the ultimate probleIDS, 
e.g, whether there is an after-life or not, whether Tathagata 
exists after death or not, etc. 

These disputants have thus their own good reason for the 

line of action followed by them in view of the fact that good 
(kusala) and evil (akusala) are relative terms, and no hard 

and fast line can be drawn between them. To a MahayaniSt 

or a Vedantist there is ultimately nothing as good or evil, 
and hence no positive statement can be made about tbelll, 
the best course therefore would be either to remain silent or 
evade a positive answer, and the latter course has been pre· 
ferred by the Amaravikkhepika. Whatever may have been 
the justification for the disputants becoming Amaravikkl1e· 
pika, they were, in the eyes of the Buddhists, men of weal( 
intellect and deluded, and supposed to have been generallY 
incapable of being true brahmacarins. Hence they were not 
regarded as capable of attaining the highest truth.2 

Saiijaya, one of the six heretical teachers, has been classed 
as an Amaravikkhepika.3 He is described also as an Ajfilintz· 
vadin, i.e., a sceptic, who keeps an open mind in regard to the 
ultimate problems. 

See B. M. Barua, Pre-Buddhistic Indian Philosophy, P· 329 • 
2 Majjhima, I, p. 521. 
3 See above, p. 33. 
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A dhiccasamuppamzika 

V. Two classes of Adlziccasamuppannika (Fortuitous 
Originists), There are some thinkers who bold that the soul 
and the world originate accidentally without any cause 
(adhiccasamuppannika). 1 

(a) The texts speak of one class of such thinkers thus: 
There are some meditators who take up Vayo-kasi11a 2 for 
meditation and then reaching the fourth stage of meditation 
(jhuna) discover that mind is the source of all troubles, and 
so they induce a state in which mind does not function. 
Should they die while thus meditating, they are reborn as 
'Asafifiasatta' (perception-less) gods. Some of these again 
fall froni that state by developing sa,1,ia (perception) and are 
reborn in the mortal world where some of them practise 
meditation and develop the powt!r of remembering former 
births. Their memory does not go beyond the Safiiiuppiida 
(perception-arising) state, i.e., the time of their fall from 
their position as • Asafiiiasatta' gods, and so they declare that 
the soul and the world originate fortuitously. 

(b) The second class of Adhiccasamuppannika.2 com­
prises those who arrive at the above-mentioned conclusion 
through reasoning. As a parallel to this doctrine, we may 
refer to the Lokayatikas or Barhaspatyas who hold that the 
happiness and misery of persons are brought about by the 
laws of nature and that there is no other cause. It was by 
an accidental ;ombination of elements that the living beings 
such as a peacock of variegated colours or a human being is 

1 In the Sa,riyutta, II, p. 20 it is said that Kassapa once asked 
Buddha whether misery is un.:.aused and is not due to one's own and 

others' actions (asaym?1kiiram apara1?1kiiram adhiccasamuppannaqi 
dukkhan ti). See also Digha, Ill. p. 139. 

2 See Vis. M., p. 172: By viiyo-kasina is meant that the medit_ator 
fixes his mind on the force of air, moving the tips of shrubs or hair or 
touching his body while blowing through a hole on the wall of his 
meditating room. See also Hardy's Manual of Buddhism, p. 10. 

3 Digha, I, p. 53-54; Saq1y11tta, Ill, p. 211. 
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born. The conceptions of heaven and hell, merit and demerit, 
and so forth, according to them, are creations of designing 
minds. The doctrine of Ajita Kesakambalin is similar to 
what has been stated above. According to him, there is no 
pn:ceding cause or condition for the affiiction or purification 
of a person and hence there is no need for exertion. It is a 
mistake to think, he says, that one can change the course of 
his life by the observance of precepts or performance of 
rituals or practice of asceticism. 1 

U ddhamcighatanika 

VI. Sixteen kinds of Uddhamcighcita,zika-saiiiiiviidinSz 
(those who believe in the existence of a conscious soul after 
death). 3 Jhe sixteen conceptions are as follows : -

(a) Soul is material (ri1p1)4 and remains healthy aoa 
conscious after death (arogo param marana saiiiii). This vieW, 
says Buddhaghosa, is due to the meditator taking the soul as 

1 In the Digha Nikuya (1, p. 30) the five classes of thinkers including 
the Antanautikas dealt with above are called Pubbantakappikas 
(i.e. those who speculate about the beginning of the 'universe). In the 
Madhyamika-vrtti (pp. 536, 572), however, only the sasvatavadins are 
called Purviintikas while the Antiinantikas are called Aparantikas . , l o 
(i.e. those who speculate about the future of the universe) (See a 5 

Majjhima, II, pp. 228 ff.; Paris., I, p. 155). Buddhaghosa remarks in ~ 
general way that some of those who have developed the power 0 

re~embering former births (pubbeniviisiinussati) become Pubbantaka­
ppikas, While some who have developed higher vision (dibbacakkhrt) 

become Aparantakappikas (Sumaiigala Viliisini, I, p. 119). 
2 The Aparantakappikas, according to the Dig/za Nikiiya, are fortY· 

four in number, counting from Uddhamiighatanikas up to the Dittha­
dhamma-nibbiinavadins, while the preceding eighteen are called 
Pubbantakappikas. (Sum. Vil., I, p. 118-9). 

3 Dig ha, I, p. 31; Majjhima, II, p. 229. . f 
4 Rupi atta. 'Rupa' is usually translated as 'form'. On the basis 0 

the connotation of 'rupa' in 'namarupa,' I think, it should be translated 
by the word 'matter'. In the Buddhist cosmological speculations; 
'rupadhatu' means not 'the world of forms,' but the 'material world, 
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the object of bis meditation. He further says that such beliefs 
are held by the Ajivikas. From the information collected by 
Dr. Barua, it is apparent that the Ajivikas conceived of soul 
as an entity absolutely pure in its nature. but there is nothing 
to show that the soul, according to the Ajivikas, is material. 

(b) Soul is non-material (arlip"i) but remains healthy and 
conscious after death. Buddhaghosa thinks that this view is 
due to the meditator reaching the Arupasamapatti stage by 
taking soul (attii) as the nimitta (object of meditation) of 
Arupasamapatti. He attributes to Mahavira a doctrine similar 
to this. Buddbaghosa seems to be correct in his suggestion, 
because the Jainas also describe their soul (jiva) as non­
material (arlipa) and formless (ami"irta). 1 

Likewise 'Ariipadhatu·· means not the 'world of the formless' but the 
'non-material world'. 

In the M. Vr., it is clearly stated that 11iima is a collective name of 
the four ariipi11a{z skmzdlzii (i.e immaterial skandhas) while riipa is that 
which takes form and offers obstruction (riipyata iti riipat/Z biidhyata 
ityartha{,). The Tibetan rendering of riipyate is gship, tu. ru1i. bas= 

because it is susceptible of examination and that of biidhyate is gnod. 

par. bya. bar. ru11 = it is susceptible of being struck (see M. Vr,, p. 544 
fn.). Cf. Another conception of soul similar to this in the Mahanidana 
Sutta (D1glw, II, p. 64): Riip1 me paritto attii ti and Riip1 me a11a11to 
atta ti. It may be"observed that if Rup, means 'form' it cannot be a11a11ta 
(infinite) hence rup1 should mean 'material.' 

I See Pre-Buddhistic I11dia11 Philosophy, p. 309. See also Guerinot, 
La Religion Djaina (Paris, 1826), ch. VI: L'ame le dfiva, est le principe 
de la vie, la force vitale. Elle possede une serie de qualites: elle est 
immaterielle, amourta, sans forme, aroupa . ..... " 

The only point to which I want to draw attention is that the word 
'aroupa' (arupa) should have been rendered into French by the wo~d 
'immaterielle' and 'amourta' (amurta) by 'sans forme'. Mr. Jaini also m 
his Outli11es of Jainism (Cambridge, 1916), p. 83, translates amurta • by 
th d •. • 1' I h • d by Sarat e wor 1mmatena • n t e Dravyasa,1zgralza (ed1te 5 
Chandra Ghosal, 1917, The Sacred Books of the Jainas Series), PP· 4• ' 
22, amurta is translated by the word 'formless'. • h 

. fro01 whic 
Mons. Guermot, however, does not mention the source Z) it is 

he traced the word •arupa'. From the Dravya-sa171graha (_P•.2 i"sible 
. t te is inv .apparent that soul, according to the Jainas, in its pure s a • 

.and it takes matter (pudgala) when it is afflicted by passions. 
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The next six views are more or less stereotyped combina­
tions of rup""i and arfipi, ant a and ananta. These are as follows: 
The soul after death is 

(c) both material (riip"i) and non-material (arfipi) 

(b) neither rfip'i nor arfip"i 

(e) limited (anta) 

(f) unlimited (ananta) 

(g) both antaviin and anantaviin 

(h) neither antaviin nor anantaviin 

The soul after death is conscious of 

(i) only one object (ekatta) 1 

(j) many objects (niinatta)3 

(k) limited space or object ( paritta)J 

(l) unlimited space or object (appamii~za)1 

The last fopr views are attributed by Buddhaghosa to the· 
various experiences acquired by ecstatic meditation. Be 
says that the ninth (i) view is held by those who have attained 
the fourth samiipatti, while the tenth (j) by those who have 
not attained any one of the samapattis. The eleventh (k) and 
twelfth (1) are held by those meditators who have for 

1 Cf. Brahmakayika (niinatta-kiiyii ekatta-saii,iino) and SubhakiQI)a 
(ekatta-kiiyii ekatta-saiiiiino) gods=2nd and 4th Vififiai:iatthitis (Diglia, II, 
p. 69). 

2 Cf. Manussa ekacce ca deva ekacce ca vinipatika (nanatta-kiiyii 
niinatta-smiiiino); Ahhassara (ekatta-kiiyii 11ii11atta-saiiiii110) gods= 1st aocl 
3rd Vififial).atthitis (D1g/za, II, p. 69). 

3 Cf. Majj/zima, II, p. 13 : Sabbaso rupasafifianaqi. samatikkamo, 
patighasafifianam atthangamo, 11ii11attasaiiliii11am amanasikaro ananto 
aka.so ti akasanaficayatanam upasampajja viharati ayaqi. catuttho 

vimokkho. 
4 Cf. Majjhima, II, p 229: Etal"(l va pan' ekesam upativattatarn 

vifi.fiaQ.akasinam eke abivadanti appamaQ.am anefijam: for further eluci­

dation, see also Majjhima, II, p. 13. 
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meditation an object or space or viihiii~ia. limited {paritta) or 
unlimited (appamii~za). The soul after death bas 

(m) unmixed happiness (ekanta-sukhi), e.g .. when a 
being is in the third or fourth jhonabhiimi; 

(n) unmixed misery (ekanta-dukkhi) e.g., when a being 
is in hell; 

(o) mixture of happiness and misery, e.g., when a 
human being is in the mortal world; 

(p) neither happiness nor misery, e.g .. when a being is 
in the Vehapphala heaven. 

Buddhaghosa attributes these four views to those who form 
their conception of soul on the basis of the four different kinds 
of future existences as indicated above. 

U ddhamaglzatani ka-asafil1iviidii 

VII, Eight kinds of Vddlzama.ghiitanika-asa111iiva.dins 

(upholders of the existence of unconscious soul after death). 

Among those who are of opinion that the soul remains 
unconscious but healthy after death (aghata), the following 
eight conceptions of the soul are current: 
The soul is 

(a) material (ritp"i) 

(b) non-material (ari1p1) 

(c-h) both rt""ip"i and ari"ip"i and so forth as stated above 
in connection with the conscious soul (c-h). 

U tldhamiighlitani ka-n' eva-safoiinosaiiniva.dii 

VIII. Eight kinds of Uddhamiighiitanika-n' evasafiiiin~­
sanfiivlidins (supporters of the view that the soul after deatb 15 

neither conscious nor unconscious). 
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Among those who adhere to the view that the soul after 
death remains healthy, but is neither conscious nor uncons­
cious, the following eight opinions exist : 

The soul is (a) material (rtipi), (b-h) non-material (arfipi) 
and so forth, as shown under the previous bead 
'unconscious soul after death.' 

The opinions placed under the headings ·Adhiccasamup­
pannika, and 'Uddhamaghatanika', are formed, says Buddha­
ghosa, according to the object (kasina) of meditation selected 
by a meditator. He says that the meditators sometimes become 
so much engrossed with the object of their meditation that 
they lose their power of judgment. They are carried away bY 
their ecstatic experiences and give out their individual 
experiences as the Truth. In the exposition of the thirty-four 
views given above, he pointed out, as far as possible, how far 
a kasina could be responsible for a particular view.1 There 
are some views, however, based on the Buddhist notion of 
heavens and hells, e.g., attii hoti ekantasukhi ekantadukkl(i, 
sukhi-dukkhi, and so forth. 

Ucchedavada 

IX. Seven kinds of Ucchedaviidins (Natthattavadins2 ::::::­

Annihilationists). The following are the seven different con­
ceptions of soul held by the Annihilationists in a gradual 
ascending order but the soul, in every case, is believed to 
become extinct after death: 

(a) The soul has form (rtipava) and is made of the four 
elements, and is like the body born of father and 
mother. In short. its composition is similar to that 
of the human being. 

1 An instance is given in the Majjhima Nikliya (I, p. 21) as to boW 
a meditator is sometimes bewildered by the object of his meditati011• 

See Papancasudani, p. 121-2 commenting on the passage 'Eke saman.a­
brahmaQli rattim eva samanarp diva ti ti saiijanii.ti, etc.' 

2 Sm?1yutta, IV, p. 401. 
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The soul is heaven1y1 and has form. It remains in 
the Kama vacara sphere and is nourished by material 
food. 
The soul is heavenly, has form and is of the same 
substance as mind (manomaya). It possesses all the 
parts of the physical body, major and minor, as also 
the organs of sense (indriyas).2 
The soul is of the same substance as beings of the 

iikiisiinaiiciiyatana3 i.e. like these beings, it has 
ne.ither ritpasaiiiia (perception of material objects) 
nor paf ig/zasaiii'iii (perception of obstructing objects) 
and is indifferent to the distinctions made between 
one thing and another identifying itself with infinite 
space (anantiikiisa). 
The soul is of the same nature as beings of the 
viiiiiii1Jlinaficiiyata11a:' Like these beings it can 
remain beyond the sphere of the Akasanancayatanu­
paga gods and identifies itself with 'infinite 
consciousness' (ananta,rz viliiiii1Ja1[l). 
The soul is like the beings of the akUicaiiiiayatana. 6 

Like these beings, it can stay outside the sphere of 
the Vififi.al)anafi.cayatanupaga gods. __ _ 
The soul is similar to the beings of the nevas~m'.~­
niisaiiiiiiyatana, 6 and hence superior to the Akt~-

cafi.fi.ayatanupaga gods. This state of the soul 1s 
considered as the best (pa~z'ita) and the most tranquil 
(santa). It also becomes extinct after death. 

The seven conceptions of the soul are apparently based on 
the Buddhistic classification of beings as shown below. 

1 Sum. Vil., I, p. 120 : Dibbo ti devaloke sambhiito (by heavenly 
we mean that it is produced in one of the spheres of Kamavacara gods). 

2 Sum. Vil., I, p. 120. It is similar to the Riipavacara gods. 
3 i.e. similar to the 4th class of Ariipavacara gods. 
4 i.e. similar to the 3rd class of Ariipavacara gods. 
5 i.e. similar to the 2nd class of Ariipavacara gods. 
6 i.e. similar to the 1st class of Ariipavacara gods. 
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namely, two classes of the Kamavacaras, one class of the 
Rupavacaras and four classes of Arupavacaras. 1 The 
underlying idea of these conceptions is that the soul is made 
of elements that constitute one or other of the above­
mentioned categories of beings. In short, these theories 
amount almost to the identification of the soul with the body 
(ta1ri j"iva1?1 ta1?1 sariral?l), a theory not accepted by any of the 
Buddhist philosophers. 2 

If we critically examine the views under the head 
•Ucchedavada', we find nothing but the Buddhist conception 
of the seven classes of beings (vififii.i1Ja1thitis). First, the soul 
is identified with the body, and then it is shown that as the 
body of beings may be of seven different varieties, so also is 
the soul. The soul may also be interpreted as something 
separate from the body but of the same nature as the body. 

Ditthadhammanibbi.inavada 

X. Five classes of Dittha-dhammanibbanaviidins (theori­
sers about the attainment of Nibbana in this life). 

The five classes are as follows: -
Those who believe that the soul attains Nibbana (perfection)' 

1 The subdivisions of the Kamavacara beings arc as follows :-
(a) Beings of Niraya, Tiracchanayoni, Petaloka, Asurabhavana and 

Manussaloka. 
(b) The gods of Catummaharajikadevaloka, Tavatirµsabhavana, 

Nimmal).aratidevaloka and Paraoimmitavasavattidevaloka, 
Those of the Rupavacara god;;' are : Brahmaparisajjadevas, Brahma­

purohitadevas etc. up to Akanitthadevas. 
Those of •the Arupavacara gods are: (a) Akasanaiidi.yatana, (b) 

Viiiiial)anaiicayatana, (c) Akincafiiiayatana and (d) Nevasani'ianasaiina­
yatana. 

For further details see McGovern, Manual of Buddhist Philosophy~ 
pp. 49-50, ·60-70 ; A bhidharmakosa. ·ch. III, cf. also 'Satta VifiiiaQ.atthi­
tiyo' in Dzgha, II, p. 68-69. 

For Nagarjuna's refutation of the Asasvatavada (=Ucchedavada),. 
See ante, p. 45. 

2 See Diglia, I, p. 157. 
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(a) when it fully enjoys the pleasures of the five senses, 
viz., ri,pa, rasa, sabda, gandha and sparsa; 

(b) when it, free from desires (kiima) and evil thoughts 
and actions (akusala-dhamma), enters into the first jhiina in 
which state, there is reflection (vitakka) and judgment (vicara) 
and a feeling of joy derived on account of dissociation from 
the world; 

(c) when it, in the second jhana, becomes free from re­
flection and judgment, internally serene, and remains with 
thoughts concentrated, and in the enjoyment of happiness 
derived through meditation; 

(d) when it, in the third j/ziina, becomes indifferent to 
happiness and unhappiness, remains conscious of all that is 
happening, and is pervaded by a sense of ease; and • 

(e) when it, in the fourth jhana, after dismissing both 
happiness and unhappiness, pleasure and pain, has a pure 
state having only equanimity (upekkhii) and memory (sati). 

These five views hardly need any comment. The first is 
that of the worldly man running after worldly pleasures and 
.may well be compared to the materialistic school of philosophy 
like the Lokayatikas or the Barhaspatyas according to whom 
the szmimuni bonum of human life lies in t;ie full enjoyment 
of the worldly pleasures attainable through wealth yielded by 
cattle-rearing, trade, agriculture etc. 1 The next four views 
refer to the four j!u1nas, which are regarded by the Buddhist 
monks as the first four steps in the path of spiritual 
advancement. 

1 See Sarvasiddlziintasangralza,ej:tej and translated by Prem Suadar 
Bose, 1929, p. 7. 



CHAPTER Ill 

The Religieux in Anoient India 
Samm.w-Brahma1.1ii 

The Pali texts furnish us not only with an account of the 
various religious and philosophical views, dealt with in the 
previous chapter, but also with a picture of the religious­
people and their practices. The religieux are broadly referred 
to as SamaJJ.a-Brahmai:ia, which include the BrahmaDas, 
Buddhists, J ainas, Aji:vikas and all others professing different 
creeds as also the ascetics (tapassino), practising rigorous 
asceticism. These two terms are found in corobination not 
only in the Pali texts but also in the Jaina scriptures,1 works 
of Pai:iini and Patafijali, 2 records of the Greek historians3 and 
inscriptions of Asoka:i. In the Sumaiigala-vilasin1.5 Samat:ia 
are distinguished as those who are not Bra.hmaQ.aS by birth 
but have renounced the worldly life while Brahroal)aS are 
those who are born in Brahmal).a families, and who are 
interested more in religion and philosophy than in 
secular affairs. According to Patafi.ja\i,6 srama1:i,as and 
Brahmai:ias belong to rival groups, une being always 
opposed to the other. In the Buddhist texts, the 
Wandering recluses (paribbiijaka) and Ascetics (tapassino) 

Siltra-krtiiliga, II. 6 
2 V • S. Agrawal a. India as known to Pii1_zi11i, p. 383-4 
3 Strabo XV. 1. 59: McCrindle (1901), p. 65n.: Fick, Social 

Orgnisation in North India, p. 62-3 
4 Rock Edict Xlll 
5 Sum. Vil., I. p. 102 : pabbajjupagatabhavena samai:ia, jatiYli 

brahmal)a lokena va samal)a ti ca brahmal)a ti ca evarp sammata. Cf· 
Majjhima, II, p. 89 : pubbe khattiyo va (vesso va) suddo va ti samaiinli­
sa assa antarahita samal)0 t'eva sa1ikharp gacchati; sa1?1y11tta, I, P, 45: 
jatibina 

6 V. S. Agrawala, op. ctt., p. 384 
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are generally referred to as Samana. An .Ajivika saint is 
described in the Papaiicasi"ida1a 1 as a ·naked Samal).a. Gotama 
Buddha was very often addressed by the non-Buddhists as 
Samal).a Gotama. A perfect Jaina monk is called a Samai:ia. 
The word "SamaiJa" is derived from the root sam=to quieten, 
to control. In the Suma,igala-vilasinr2 a Samal).a is defined as 
one who has eschewed evil deeds and thoughts, overcoming 
thereby suffering, old age, death and rebirth. In the Mahii­
assapurasutta,3 is detailed the duties and obligations of a 
Buddhist monk who is regarded as an ideal Samal).a­
Brahmal).a. Like the Samal).as, the Brahmal).as are also 
described as persons of perfect purity and sanctity. As a 
rule the Samal).aS and Brahmanas were looked upon by the 
common folk as saintly perso~s, deserving respect and 
support. They also received patronage and protection from 
the rulers. As far as spiritual attainment was concerned, 00 • 

distinction was made between a Samana and a Brahmal).a. 
It may be that the BrahmaQas ~bserved the rules of t~e 

Brahmanic society and performed the rituals and ceremomes 
incumbent upon a Brahmal).a by birth:1 It is not quite correct 
to classify the SamaiJaS and Brahmal).aS by their observance 
of moral precepts (§ila). or practice of asceticism, (tapo), or 
cultivation of intellectual culture (paiiiia), or adoption of the 
different means for emancipation (vimutti). 5 It seems to have 

1 Papaiicasudani, I, p. 151 
2 Sum. Vil., I, p. 246: samita-papatta samano ti veditabbo: see 

also Majj/zima, I, p. 280 cf. Dhammapada, 388 : bahitapapo ti brahmal).-O 
samacariya samal).o ti vuccati. 

3 Majjhima, I, pp. 271 f. 
. 4 _Cf. V. S. Agrawala, op. cit., p. 314; An ascetic , numi, S:ra~na(z~) 
1s required to offer puroc.llisa (sacrificial cake) to Agni standmg 10 

knee-deep waters of the Sarasvati 
5 Cf. Sukumar Dutt's Early Buddhist M onachism. p. 42: "In the 

Kassapa-sihanadasutta, the Samal).as and Brahmanas are classifie_d _to~:: 
ther as Silavadii, Tapojigucchavadii, Pafifiavadii and Vimutttvad~-­
Gautama Buddha claims that he excelled others in all these four acqutSi­
tions. See also A,,-1guttara, 11, p. 200 f. 
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been a common practice for one group of Sama1)a or of 
Brahmai:ia to criticise another on account of mutual rivalry. 
In the list of societies (parisii', Samai:ias are counted as one 
along with the Brahmal)a, Khattiya and Gahapati. 1 

The Samal)as and Brahmai:ias, i.e., the religieux in general 
may be subdivided thus: -

(i) Briihmm.rn-Purohitas (:R.tviks) 

It has been stated above2 that the performance of sacri· 
ficial ceremonies was widely prevalent among the Brahmal)as 
and K~atriyas, who believed that it would lead to happiness 
and ultimate good for a long time.3 Cdebration of sacri· 
fices was an intricate affair and required a good deal of studY 
and knowledge of the ritualistic literature. For every impor­
tant sacrifice, services of a number of priests (rtvi ks) were 
necessary.4 Of the many priests engaged. the main function 
was performed by the Yajurvedic Brahmal)a called Adhvaryu 
(Addhariya), supervision was made by the Rgvedic Brahmai:ia 
called Brahman (Bahvrca=Bavharija) while the chanting of 
hymns was entrusted to the Samavedic Brahmal)a, the Udgata 
(Chandoka). All the officiating priests must be pure in des­
cent both from the father's and mother's side for seven gene· 
rations, proficient in the ritualistic spells (mantra), three 
Vedas and their glossary (nigha,:i~lu), sacrificial works (ke(ll' 
bha). etymological treatises, traditional lore (itihasa), worldlY 
sciences (lokayata) and science of physiognomy. They should 
be chaste in morals. learned, intelligent and expert in handling 
sacrificial ladles (sujarri). 5 Ku~adanta, a rich Brahmai:ia 
teacher, wanted to learn from Buddha the three kinds of 
sacrifices and their sixteen accessories (tividhani yafiiiasa111 • 

padarrz so/asa parikkhiiram). There can be no doubt that in 

1 Majjhima, I, p. 72: Khattiyaparisa brahma,pparisa, gahapati-
parisa samai:iaparisa 

2 See ante, pp. 1-4 3 D"ig/za, I, p. 136 
4 See ante, p. 10 
5 Digha, I. pp. 120,131; Majjhima, II, p. 210 
6 Digha, I, p. 134. 



THE RELIGIEUX IN ANCIENT INDIA 65 

-order to be qualified as priests, the officiating Brahmal}as had 
to undergo a long course of both practical and theoretical 
.training. The priests, according to Pai:iini, were experts in 
sacrificial rituals, proficient in Vedic lore and capable of 
-chanting hymns with proper intonation. 1 They earned their 
livelihood by officiating as priests in the sacrifices performed 
by the rich. The professional Purohitas formed a class of 
religieux, commanding respect and reverence of the people. 

(ii) Brahmanical Academic Teachers 

In the Tevijja, 2 Kiitadanta,3 Subha" and other suttas we 
-come across the names of Caiiki, Tarukkba, Pokkharasati, 
JanussoQ.I, Toc;leyya, Kutadanta and other BrabmaQaS who are 
described as teachers enjoying the revenues of villages given to 
them by the kings of the country.5 These BrahmaJ_laS were very 
rich, and known as mahasala-brahma~zas. They occasionally 
-celebrated sacrifices by spending large sums. These Brahmai:ia 
teachers also possessed all the four qualities of a purohita 
mentioned above. They were of superior class, and bad ex­
-cellent appearance (brahmavw11;1. brahmavaccas"i) and were 
proficient in perfect intonation of Vedic hymns (kalya~iavaco 
kalyiiJJ.aviikkarano). 1 They taught mantras to 300 to 500 students 
(miiJJ.avakas), who flocked to them from different countries 
(niinadisa niinajanapada maJJ.avaka agacchanti). They comman-

1 For further details, see V. S. Agrawala op. cit., p. 372-3 
2 Digha, I, pp. 235 f. 3 Dig ha, I, PP· 127f. 
4 Majjhima, II, p. 202 
5 The terms in which this is expressed are the same in every 

account, viz., "Kutadanto brahmar:io Khanumatam (Magadhanarp. 
brahmar:iagamarp.) ajjhavasti satir:iakatthodakam sadhafi.iiarp rajabhoggaqi. 
ll"afifia Magadhena Seniyena Bimbisarena dinna·m rajadeyyaqi. brahmade_y­
yaqi." The custom of giving away lands to B;ahmanas was common ID 

ancient India and it still prevails. • 
6 In Kiisikii, Van.zi is interpreted as students of the upper three 

·classes. 
7 Digha, I, p. 114 : this attribute was also applied to Buddha; 

-see Dig ha, I, 132. Pa.Q.ini explains it as a synonym of bra!zmacliri11 (V • S. 
Agrawala, op. cit., p. 81) 

5 
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ded respect of the people, who thought that it would be­
beneath their teacher's dignity to go to Gotama Buddha for 
discussion, and suggested that the latter should come to him. 
The maxim that guests should be honoured led, however. 
the Brahmal).a teachers, in some instances, to approach the 
Teacher. These Brahmai:ias were expected to enter into dis­
cussions with distinguished teachers, who paid visits to their 
countries, in order to convince the people of their great 
erudition. The description of the discussions is, however, 
scanty and one-sided, but it leaves no room for doubt in our 
mind that these Brahmal).as were distinguished schol1;1rs and 
teachers, and were maintained by the king as such; they were 
not required to officiate at sacrifices as the previously men­
tioned class had to do in order to earn their livelihood. They 
were not exactly religieux but they were their teachers and 
formed a class by themselves. They were criticised by Buddha 
for being mere reciters of the Vedic hymns and for teach­
ing the ways and means for attaining Brahmaloka (Brahma­
sahavyata), which had neither been visualised by them nor by 
their predecessors, the r~is, the composers of the Vedic 
hymns like Atthaka, Vamaka, etc. 1 

(iii) Anchorites or Hermits 

The system of Hermit life is very old. and was found in 
ancient times in Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and many other 
countries of the East. In India, eremetic life was the earliest 
form of monasticism. In the Aral)yaka literature of the pre­
Buddhistic period, we are introduced to a class of BrahmaI).aS, 
who retired to forests and were commonly known as Vana­
prasthas. They studied the Aral)yakas, resorted to the forest 
and performed sacrifices in their own way by means of 
meditation and chanting of mantras, but there is no indica­
tion in these texts that they practised austerities (tapasya).2 

1 See above, p. 1-2 

2 For details about the life of the Ara1.1yakas, see Keith, Religion 
and Philosophy of the Veda, II, pp. 489 ff. See above, p. 11-12. 
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It is in the U pani$ads 1 that we come across, for the first 
time, the terms like muni, pravriijin, and tiipas referring to 
persons living in the forests and practising austerities. 2 

The division of the people in the Upani~ads as Pitryiinists 
and Devayanists indicates that austerities were regarded as a 
better means for going to the higher planes.3 The Pitryanists 
were those who lived in the villages, performed sacrifices. 
made gifts, practised austerities, and were engaged in works 
of public utility like the digging of wells etc. and passed to 
the higher regions along the path called Pitryana but had to 
return to this world;' while the Devayanists were those who 
lived in the fores ts and practised faith, truthfulness and 
austerities (sraddha, satya, tapasya), went to the bralzmaloka 
along the path called Devayana and never returned to this 
world. 5 The latter were certainly Sannylisins who dwelt in 
the forests, pract:sed austerities, wandered about and lived 
on alms. 

The term muni is used in the Pali works in the sense 
of a person who is restrained in word, thought and speech,6 

1 Brhadaral)yaka. IV, 4. 22; Clzu11dogya, II, 23. 1. 
2 In the ~gveda (X. 109. 4; 154. 2. VI. 5.4) the words mzmi, yati, 

tapas and tapasva,w occur but particulars arc lacking as to the sense 
they bore at the time. Muni is found to refer to those who read the 
stotras (VII. 56. 8), possessed occult powers (X. 136) and wore long 
hairs (Cf. Kesins in x. 136). In the Sm?zhitus and Brahma1.zas, the term 
yati occurs, but the details of the life of a yati are again lacking. 

3 Law, Studies in /11dia11 History and C11/t11re, p. 13. 
4 Clzii11dogya, VI. 2. 16. 
5 Ibid., V, 10. 1; Brhadiirm_1yaka, VI. 2. 15. Cf. D1gha, III, p. 239: 

vatena va silena va tapena va brahmacariyena va devo va bhavissaroi 
devaii.ii.ataro va ti. 

6 In the Niddesa (I, p. 58) Munis are subdivided into six classes: 
(i) iiguramunayo=those who lead a household life, but know the path 
and doctrine, (ii) aniigiiramunayo=those who retire from the world and 
know the path and doctrine; ( iii ) sekhamunayo=those who have 
attained one of the maggas and phalas; (iv) aseklzamunayo=the Arhats; 
(v) pacceka-munayo=paccekabuddhas; and (vi) m1111imu11ayo=samroa­
sambuddhas. 
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a sage. a good Buddhist. a monk. Like muni, the term 
tapassin in Pali also bears the meaning of a person having 
mastery over his senses.1 It retained also the sense that a 
tapassin is one who resorts to the austere practices of remain­
ing naked. or wearing barks, skins. rough cloths. rags etc. 

In the Majjhima Nikaya. 2 there is a reference to Brahmai:ia 
ascetics (r#s) dwelling in the forests as also to the belief 
that heavenly existence in after-life could be attained by a 
Brahma1_1a by means of asce icism (tapena), which was one 
of the five meritorious deeds. Hence, side by side with the 
sacrificial rituals ot the Brahma1_1as, there grew up a belief 
among a certain class of men that suddhi (purity). or vimukti 
(emancipation). or svarga (heavenly existence) could be 
obtained by means of self-mortifications alone. In the Pali 
texts, extreme ascetic practices are spoken of generally in 
connection with the paribbajakas and non-Brahmanic sects. 
The NigaJ).thas, e.g., held that sukha or dul;kha or adubkha­
asukha-vedana was due to previous karma; hence, if by 
ascetic practices (tapas) one could purge off the effects of 
his former deeds and avoid performing fresh acts, he 
could put an end to his karma. On the complete stoppage of 
karmaic effects. advent of dul;kha would be arrested, and with­
out dul:zkha there could be no vedana (feeling), and absence 
of vedana would lead to an end of du~1kha for ever. 3 Such 
reasoning could not but encourage rigorous ascetic practices 
and in fact it did among the non-Brahmanic religieux."' 

The ascetic practices appear in the Nikayas in a stereotyp­
ed form with hardly any change. These may be summarised 
as follows : There are ascetics some of whom remain almost 
naked (acelaka), some are devoid of social manner (muttacara), 
some take food by licking hand, while some do not accept 

1 Digha, III, p. 48 f; A1iguttara, IV, p. 84; PaQini equates tlipasa to 
sami, dami, yogi, viveki, tyagi, see Agrawala, op. cit., p. 380. 

2 Majjhima, II, pp. 135, 199. 
3 Majjlzima, II, p. 214. Cf. B. C. Law, Mahavira, p. 67. 
4 See /HQ., II, pp. 698 ff. 
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food if invited or if any courtesy be shown to them or if food 
be offered from any kind of storing vessel or the interior of a 
house or by women io certain circumstances or from a place 
infested with flies, or where dogs look for food. They do not 
drink any intoxicating liquor, restrict their visits for alms 
to one or two or at most seven doors. or limit the quantity 
of alms to one or two or at most seven pots and so forth. 
There are some again who live on self-grown vegetables, fruits, 
or food-rejections. and even grass.1 There are some who 
put on barks, rags, skins, rough hair-blankets or feathers. 
There are some who shave their heads and moustaches, take 
to different kinds of sitting 1-•ostures, use beds of spikes, sleep 
in the open sky or accept for bed whatever comes to them 
by chance. There are some who bathe thrice to wash away 
sins. or are extremely careful in injuring the smallest beings, 
and sometimes even go to the length of not cleaning their 
body lest they might injure any living being. There are some 
who live on cow-dung and such other loathsome food or live 
on just one small fruit and so forth. 2 It will be observed that 
these ascetic practices are enumerated with a view to show 
that they are not of much use for mental emancipation (citta­
vimutti) and that Buddha himself in his Bodhisattva stages 
practised most of these and realised for himself their ineffica• 
cy. In the Kassapa-Sihaniida-sutta,3 Buddha states that 
he does not speak ill of all ascetics (tapassino) who lead a 
hard life (lukhiifivirrz) because he knows that some of them 
go after death to the higher worlds while there are many 
others who do not. 

In the account given in the Mahiiniddesa4 of the various 

1 PaQ.ioi refers to a class of ascetics who had Uncchavrtti i.e. living 
on corns, of which the ascetics kept a stock to last for some time, see 
Agrawala, op. cit., p. 380. 

2 Digha, I, Kassapasihanadasutta; Majjhima, II, Mahiisihanada· 
sutta. 

3 Digha, I, p. 161; III, p. 46 f, 
4 The Mahiiniddesa (I, pp. 89) furnishes us with two lists of 

religieux (sama1}abriihma{1ii) who seek emancipation through the perfor• 
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superstitious beliefs current among the ancient Indians f?r the 
attainment of purity, a few ascetic practices are roenuon~d, 
e.g., strict observance of s1las (moral precepts), living the }Jfe 
of animals, i,e., like the elephant, horse, cow and so fortb, 
rubbing the body by earth, cow-dung, etc. In the Jiitakas als~, 
we get a picture of ascetic life,1 but as the dates of composi· 
tion of these two works are still under controversy, we leave 
the details for our present purpose. 

From the above accounts it 
rigorous ascetic practices were 
century B.C. 

can be concluded that 
In l·n the fiftb vogue 

(iv) Paribba.jakas 

The Carakas of the pre-Buddhistic period may be pointed 
out as the forerunners of the Paribbajakas of the BuddhiS~ 
period. In the Brhadara,:zyaka U pani.yad Bhujyu Lahyayan1 

says that he and others travelled in Madra as students, and 
enquired of Sudbanvan about the limits of the world (lokanam 
antam) and also about the whereabouts of the descendants of 
Parik~it.2 Pal)ini3 speaks of the Carakas as travelling 
scholars. who had passed out of the stages of ma~wva 
(students in general) and antevasin (students residing with the 
teacher). After completing their education in a school 
or gurugrha, they wandered about in order to give a 
finistiing touch to their education by acquiring a knowledge 
of the beliefs and customs of different peoples and countries. 

mance of Vatas (vowed observances) and Mutas. The Vata-suddlzikOS 
are Hatthivatika, Assav., Gov., Kukkurav., Kiikav., Viisudevav., Bala· 
devav., Pmg1abhaddav. The Vatasuddlzikas are those who in proper 
time rub their body by earth, lzarita, gomaya, etc.; Majjhima, I, p. 387: 
govatika kukkuravatika. Cf. "Browsers." "These were solitaries of 
Mesopotamia, and were so called because they lived on grass like cattle" 
ERE., VIII, p. 783. 

1 See llldian Culture, IV, pp. 211-216. 
2 Brhad. Up., III. 3. 1. 
3 V. S. Agrawala, op. cit., p. 303 f. 
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In the Sacldharmapu(1{jarika 1 Caraka is compounded with 
.Parivrajaka and classed as a heretic along with the Ajivikas 
and Nirgranthas. In the Pali texts Carakas are replaced by 
Paribbajakas. 

The term "Parivrajaka" (Wandering Recluse) is found in 
the Nirukta. 2 It is explained in the Brhadara(zyaka V pani~ad 
.as one who takes pravrajya (going out from household life) 
with the object of attaining Him. 3 Yajftavalkya left his 
.wives and took pravrajya . .J. In the Upani~ads the line of 

.-demarcation between a Parivrajaka and a Sannyasin (Yati) is 
not very well defined and the two almost overlap each other. 
The Sannyasins like the Parivrajakas are said to have been 
.in the habit of wandering about.5 

In the Assaliiyanasutta 0 it is stated that Assalayana, a 
learned and intelligent student, was specially selected to meet 
Gotama Buddha as he had spent a portion of his life as a 
Paribbajaka. In Pali works the Paribbajakas are described 
as Wanderers, whose chief object was to meet distinguished 
religious teachers and philosophers, listen to their 
discourses and enter into discussions with them "on 
matters of ethics and philosophy, nature lore and 
mysticism".7 For seven or eight months of the year they 
travel from one place to another. The following is a 
typical description that we get of them in the Nikliyas 8 : 

"Three hundred paribbajakas were dwelling at a paribbajaka­
.ii,ama near Rajagaha. They were making great noise and 
were engaged in discussions about kings, ministers, wars, 
.articles of food and luxury, and such other desultory talks. 

1 Sad. Pw.zcj.. (A.S.), p. 180 
2 Nirukta, I. 14; II 8 
3 Brhad. Up., lV. 4. 22 
4 Ibid., lV. 5. 1 
5 Ibid., lV. 4. 22 

6 Majjhima, 11, p. 148: caritarp kho bhota paribbajakarp. 
7 Buddhist India, p. 141 
8 See, e.g., Digha, III, p. 36 f. 
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They were approached by a distinguished lay-devotee of 
Buddha apparently with the object of having some talks with 
them on religious or philosophical topics. He was followed 
by Buddha, who at the very outset of his talk condemned the 
ascetic practices. Nigrodha, the leader of the parivriijakas, 
endorsed Buddha's view by saying that he and his followers 
also were not in favour of the ascetic practices. Buddha did 
his best to convince them of the excellences of his teaching 
but failed to produce any effective impression." Throughout 
the Nikliyas are scattered such accounts of Buddha or his . 
disciples meeting parivriijakas and discussing with them such 
topics as the nature of soul, value of ascetic life, states 
of consciousness, eternality or finiteness of the world and the 
soul, karma, knowledge of Buddha, etc1 • 

The discussion of Buddha with the Paribbiijaka Vaccha­
gntta2 is interesting, and it throws a flood of light on the 
conception of Nibbiina. Vaccbagotta placed before the Teacher 
all the indeterminable problems,3 the determination of which 
was regarded by him as not conducive to the attainment of 
emancipation (vimutti). The crucial problem raised by Vaccha­
gotta was "whither goes the soul of a person after bis attain­
ment of Nibbiina?" Buddha argued that one could visualise 
the existence, origination and destruction of the five consti­
tuents4 of an emancipated person but not their wherabouts after 
bis death just as a common man could visualise the fuel and 
flame of a fire but neither of them after the fire became extin­
guished on exhaustion of the fuel. He said that it was too 
deep and subtle for an unenlightened person to realise what 

1 See B, C. Law, Histo,-ical Glea11i11gs, pp. 16-20; BuddlzistiC 
Studies, pp. 89-112; Cf. Sarabaites and Gyrovagi or Circumcelliones, 
"The first kind lived together in twos and threes in a monastery. in order 
to live a life without rule or law; the Gyrovagi went from monastery to 
monastery, demanding a lodge for a few days." ERE., VII, p. 786-7 

2 Maiihima, I, p. 483f 3 See above, p. 36-7 
4 Majjhima, I, p. 486: Iti rUparp. iti riipassa samudayo iti riipassac 

atthagamo, and so on with vedana, saiiiia, sankhara and vififial).arp.. 
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happened to the flame and fuel, not to speak of the emancipa­
ted person and his constituents after his death. This discussion 
took place in Anathapil).c_iikarama at Savattbi After the 
discussion Vacchagotta became a devoted lay- discriple of 
Buddha. 

Besides the Paribbajakaramas,1 the villagers and towns­
people provided Kuwhalasa/iis 2 where c,mgregated the pari­
bbiijakas as also the teachers and philosophers for religious. 
philosophical and other discussions. Some of the Paribbajakas 
were very distinguished persons, e.g., Anugara, Sakuludayi, 
Varadhara3 , Nigrodha, Potihapada, the last of whom was pro­
vided with a special hermitage by Queen Mallika. Vaccha­
gotta dwelt in a paribbiijakiiriima called Ekapul).c_iarika·1 on the 
outskirts of Vesali. 

Many of these paribbajakas hailed from the Brabmai:ia 
society, but the majority were non-Brahmai:ias (afiiiatitthiyii). 
As a rule they wandered about and lived on alms collected 
by begging. Instances are not rare of the paribbojakas 

changing their faith and embracing that of the vanquisher in 
arguments. 

In the Majjhima Nikiiya,5 there are references to a class of 
samw:zabrahma~ii who lived in company with female wanderers 
who used to tie the hair on the top of their head (molibaddha 
paribbiijika), while in the Sarr,yuua Nikiiya, there are refere­
nces to the existence of female wanderers (paribbiijikii). 6 

(v) Sa?°igha or Ga{za 

The term Sa,igha or Ga1Ja literally means a multitude, e.g. 
of gods, men or animals. It was applied generally to a polit~-­
cal, professional or commercial body. In Buddha's days it 

1 Dtgha, I, p. 178; Majjhima, II, p. 1 
2 D"ig/za, I p. 179; Majjhima, II, p, 2. Papa,icasudani, III, P· 235 : 

kathaip. Yattha pana nanatitthiya samaQ.abrahmaI)a oanavidharr-
pavattenti. 

3 Digha, I, p. 178 
5 Ibid., I, p. 305 

4 M ··h· I p 481 an ,ma, , • 238-240 
6 Saf!'lyutta, Ill, PP· 
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was specially applied to a body of religieux, wandering or 
dwelling in a town or village. ln course of time it came to 
be applied to an organised body of religieux upholding a 
definite philosophical view, observing a particular form of 
discipline, wearing a special type of dress. and/ or bearing or 
carrying a significant symbol It is said that once King Aja· 
tasattu expressed to his ministers his desire to listen to the 
teachings of a distinguished religious teacher. He was advised 
by his ministers to approach one of the following teachers, 
viz., Pura:t:ta Kassapa, Makkhali Gosala, NigaIJ.tha Nataputt~• 
Ajita Kesakambali. Pakudha Kaccayana and Safijaya Belat1b1• 

putta, each of whom was described as a leader and teacher of 
a body of recluses, founder of a religious sect, renowned and 

widely recognised, respected by a large number of people, 
long ordained, and advanced in age. 1 Gautama Buddha is 
also sometimes described as the leader and teacher of a bodY 
of monks. 2 From the stereotyped description of these teachers 
it appears that the term Saiigha oy Gana meant a religious 
body subscribing to particular principles ~nd rules of discipi· 
line (ditthi-stla-sumaiiiia-sarrighatabhavena sangho.)3 In Bud· 
dhism, µowever, Sangha became almost a technical term aod 

was given the same importance as the Buddha and DharnW· 
All the ecclesiastical acts of the Buddhists were known as 
Saizghakamma; any split in the Sangha was called Sa,igha· 
bheda and so forth. Hence Sai1gha came to be more a nd 

more associated with the order of the Buddhist monks aod 

nuns than with other religious bodies. The term ga,:za is 
found in connection with the Bodhisattvas in :Mahayana 
texts4 as also with the Jaina monks and nuns. 

In the Milindapaiiha,5 ga,:za is used in the sense of a 

1 Digha, I, p. 47 ; sarp.ghi c'eva ga9acariyo ca nato yasassi tittba· 
karo sadhusammato bahujanassa rattaiiiiu cirapabbajito addhagato vayo 
.anupatto. 

2 Digha, I, p. 116 3 Vimli11avatthu-atthakathii, P· 23 3 
4 Saddharmapu,;cjarika (AS.), pp. 193, 259 
5 Milindapaiiha, p. 101; S. Dutt, Early Buddhist Monaclzism, P· 44 
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close body of secular or religious men {tesm!7 tesa,?7 rahas-
5a171 tesu ga{iesu ycva carati avasesiina,!l pihitam), e.g .. malla 
ato~za pabbata dhammagiriyii brahmagiriyii nafakii naccaka 
la,ighaka pisaca ma~ziblzaddii pu{Z{zab/zaddil (baddha), candima­
suriya siridevatii sivil viisudevil glzanikii asipiisa b/zaddiputtii. 
Some of the names indicate a class of religieux, worshipping 
a particular deity. Two names of this list, Vasudeva 
and Pui:il)abhadda appear also in the Mahiiniddesa 1 as 
religious sects. The Pisaca of the list may be identified 
with the Pisacillika of the Cul/avagga,2 in which they 
are described as recluses who kept long hair in the nostrils 
and carried a skull for begging food. But the meaning 
attributed to the term Pisa.ca by PaQini seems to be 
applicable here. According to Pal)ini, Pisa.ca refer to 
warlike tribes of the N. W. Frontier (Gilgit, Chi tr al, Kafristan) 
who were consumers of raw flesh.3 Pabbata of the above 
list were also, according to Pal).ini, a martial tribe living in the 
mountainous region:" Likewise Dhammagiriya and Brahma­
giriya were also warriors, who or whose ancestors lived in a 
hilly region called Dhammagiri and Brahmagiri respectively.5 

The three other terms Nataka, Naccaka.6 and Lailgbaka 
evidently referred to groups of actors, dancers and skippe~s. 
Gbanika, Asipasa and Bhaddiputta were very likely hodies 
of fighters using a certain type of weapons like swords and 
iron-clubs. 

Another list of bodies of religieux is found in the Aiiguttara 
Nikaya7 noticed for the first time by that great scholar_Rhys 
Davids in his Buddhist India. It is as follows: MuQc;lasavako 
Jatilako Magandiko Tedandiko Aviruddhako Gotamako 
Devadhammiko." • In the 0 Majjhima Nikaya 6 appear the 

1 See above, p. 69-70 fn. 2 VillO)'O, II, PP· 115, 134 
3 V. S. Agrawala, op. cit., p. 447 4 Ibid., P· 434 
5 A · 4 5 . d girigahvara-gra wala, op. cit., p. 3 : sanghal:i giricaru:ial:i an 

vasina}:l 

6 Sad. Pu,.14., (A.S.), p. 180: natanrttaka 
7 A1iguttara Ill, p. 276-7; Buddhis; India, p. 144-6 
8 Majjhima, I, p. 501 ; II, p. 40. 
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names of two paribbajakas MagaQ.4iya and Vekbanassa. 
"f h h d . ·th the two lt is doubtful 1 t ey a any connection w1 

sects Ma.gaQ.<;iikas and Vekhanassas. The latter was a~ ~Id 
organised order of hermits, whose duties and ways of hvmg 
have been dealt with in the Vaikhanasa-d/zarma-satra and 

Vaikhii.nasa-grhya-siitra and who are also mentioned i~ t~~ 
P - • ' B -h 1 d th T • • - - ka2 Pamni ancav1J?lsa ra ma,;w an e aitt1r1ya Ara~zya • • 
mentions three groups of religieux who followed the 
Bhik5usiUras of Parasarya and Karmanda.3 They were known 
as ParasariQ.aS and Karmandinas. The name of a Parasariya 
Bra.hmaQ.a occurs in the Nikayas.' Pa.IJ.ini also refers to three 
other groups called Kaukkutikas. DandajinikaS and 
Aya}:lsulikas,5 and explains the term Mask~~1 of Maskari 
Gosa.la as carriers of bamboo-staff. 6 Of the other names in 
the list. Mu,:zcf.asiivakii meant shaven-headed monks in general 
but applied by the orthodox BrahmaIJ.as to the non-Brahmani­
cal recluses, specially to the Buddhist monks. The J otilas 

are described in the Vinaya1 as Brahmanical ascetics having 
malted hair, maintaining the perpetual sacrificial fire and 
worshipping a snake-god. It is said that one thousand 
Jatilas were converted by Gotama Buddha to his doctrine. 

It may be concluded from the above stray and scanty 
evidences that the religieux sometimes formed themselves 
into well-knit organised bodies, observing a set of rites, 
ceremonies and rules of discipline, and at the same time, 
professing a particular faith or doctrine. These organizations 
usually recognised one of their members as the leader or the 
teacher. The Paribbajakas, who very often kept an open 
mind, ultimately joined one of these organised bodies, a 
Sangha or a Gana .. 

1 Paiicavif!1sa Briihma,,_a, xiv. 4. 7 
2 Taittiriya Ara'J-yaka, xiv. 9. 29; See also Buddhist India, p. 144f~ 

Vaiklzanasa-srauta-sutra. 
3 Agrawala, op. cit., p. 380 
4 Buddhist India, p. 144-6 
6 Ibid.,p.380 

5 Agrawala, op. cit-, p. 381 
7 Vinaya, I, p. 30 



CHAPTER IV 

Gautama Buddha 
In the sixth century B. C. the people of Magadha and 

Kosala must have been perplexed with widely diverging and 
conflicting religious and philosophical views as described 
above, and felt the need of a Teacher who could chalk out a 
path in the wilderness and lead them to the ultimate goal. 
lt was at the foot of the mighty Himalayas, at Kapilavastu 
-in the Nepalese Terai, appeared in a mortal frame the Great 
Being, who was destined not only to give a turn to the course 
of thoughts and beliefs prevailing in India but also to re­
mould and re-orient the thoughts of the whole of Eastern 
Asia. Such Great Beings appear very rarely in this world 
with a mission to relieve the distress of the people and to 
·guide them in the right path. 

Gautama Buddha, it is said, came down to this world 
from the Tu~ita heaven where he was the presiding 
god. He had reached that heavenly state by acquiring im­
measurable merits in his several previous existences. There 
are two stories, one in the Mahavastu and the other in the 
Nidana-katha, about bis past life, in which he was assured by 
DipaiJ.kara Buddha that be would ultimately attain the supreme 
knowledge (bodhi). The two stories are as follows: -

I. Mahiivastu: Gautama Buddha was once born as a 
Brabmal).a's son known as Megba Mal).ava. He completed 
his Brahmanic education and came down to the plains of 
the Himavanta to procure the fee to be given to his Guru on 
the termination of his studies. He collected 500 coins 
:(pura!Jas). He then went to see the capital Dipavati 
and found the city in a festive mood. On enquiry be learnt 
from a beautiful young maiden with seven lotuses in 
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her hand. that the city had been decorated to welcome­
Buddha Dipankara. He thereupon offered to purchase her 
five lotuses by paying 500 pura~ws. He was told that ~e 
could have them if only be would promise to take her as his 
wife. After remonstrating a little, he agreed to her proposal 
on her assurance that she would not stand in the way of 
his spiritual career. On seeing the glorious appearance 
of Buddha Dipailkara, he became deeply reverential and 
attained the notion of non-duality (advayasa,!lji'ia). He, 
became a devotee of Buddha by seeing his miraculous 
powers, and expressed his devotion and admiration by 
wiping the lotus-like feet of Buddha by his long hair, and 
while doing so, he developed the aspiration to attain Bod hi. 

II. Nidanakatha: Gautama Buddha was once born as 
Sumedba Brahmal)a at Amara.van in a very rich Brahmai:ia 
family of pure lineage. He lost his parents at an early age~ 
He learnt the Brahmanic sciences and was sick of the wealth 
left by his parents. He gave them away in charity and be· 
came an ascetic seeking immortality (amatamahcinibblina), 
which was free from origin and decay, pleasure and pain, 
disease and suffering. He realised that as every thing in this 
world had two aspects. positive and negative, so as an anti­
thesis to origin (birth) there must be something unoriginated, 
and he was going to realise it. He went to the Himalayas 
and took up an abode at Dhammaka mountain living onlY 
on fruits falling from trees. He soon attained perfection in 
meditations and the six higher powers labhiii,ia). 1 Occasional­
ly he paid visits to the villages for salt and verjuice, and·· 
one day he came down to Rammaka, a city in a border 
country (paccantadesavisaya). 

l The six abhiiiiias are: Iddhi (miraculous power), dibbasota· 
dhlitu (hevenly ear), paracittaiilitJa (others' thought-reading), pubhe 
nivlisaiilir.ia (knowledge of previous births), dibbacakklw (heavenly eyes), 
and asavana1?1 khaya,iiir;a (knowledge of the extinction of one"s own-­

impurities). 
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At that time Buddha Dipankara reached the city and 
stopped at Sudassanamabavihara. Sumedha tapasa found 
all the people busy in making the place neat and tidy for 
welcoming Dipai1kara Buddha, and so he also came forward 
to take a share in the work. He was charmed by the glory 
of Buddha's appearance and wanted to lay down his life for 
him. Lest Dipa1i.kara Buddha should soil bis feet in a miry 
place he lay flat on it like a bridge made of jewels (Ma~iipha­
lakasetu) in order that he and his disciples, who were all perfects 
(arhats), might tread on his body. While so lying, he wished 
that he would not merely attain his own salvation by putting 
an end to the impurities which he could have easily done, 
but he would also become a Buddha in order that he might 
rescue endless beings from the stream of existence. At that. 
time, Dipa1i.kara, standing just before his bead, made the fore­
cast that the great Jatila ascetic would become a Buddha 
after numberless aeons, and related in detail where be would 
be born, how he would attain the supreme knowledge (bodhi), 
and who would become his chief disciples. The prediction 
was confirmed by many miraculous events including an 
earthquake, and there was no doubt left that Sumedha was a 
.. Buddha-b1ja111kura." 

Since his existence as Megha Manava or Sumedha Bra­
hma1_1.a, the Bodhisatta (i. e. one desti~ed to be the Buddha). 
was born several times to acquire the ten supreme perfections 
(pli.ramitiis) preparatory to Buddhahood,1 which be attained 
in his last mortal existence as Prince Siddhartha. In his­
penultimate existence, he was born as the lord of the gods of 
the Tu~ita heaven. 

Before his advent into the world, the Bodhisatta. 
while in the Tu~ita heaven indicated the time, place and 
family which would suit him best for appearing as a 
human being. He said that the most suitable time for 

1 The ten Piiramis or Piiramitiis are: dii.na, sila, nekkhamma, 
paiifiii, viriya, khanti, sacca, adhitthii.na, mettii., and upekkhii-
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his birth was the declining epoch of the world, in which 
birth, old age, disease, and death would be prevalent. 
The best Continent, he thought, was Jambudvipa and not 
Purvavideha, Aparagodaoa and Uttarakuru. The right place 
was a town situated in the middle and not in a border country 
of Jambudvipa. This middle country is described in the Pali 
texts, thus: -On the east, the town Kajailgala, beyond which 
was Mahasala forest; on the south-east, the river Sallavati; on 
the south-west, Setakai;i.I).ika; on the west the Brahmai:ia village 
Thuoa; on the north Usiraddhaja mountain. It was 300 
yojanas in length, 250 in breadth, and 900 in circumference. 

The family suited to him should be of the highest caste 
of the time, and not a low caste like reed-makers, carpenters, 
or Pukkul}as. The K~atriyas were looked upon at that time 
as the highest caste, and so he decided to take birth in a 
K~atriya family. 

The gods then surveyed the world and picked up the 
Sak ya family of King suddhodana as the ideal one for bis 
birth. They also decided that the Bodbisatta should enter 
into his mother's womb in the form of a six tusked white 
elephant with a healthy body and a ruddy head, because 
such a form was interpreted in astrological treatises as 
indicating the birth of a great being endowed with the thirty­
two signs. 

In the month of Vaisakha under the constellation of 
Pu~ya, the Bodhisatta in the form of an elephant entered, 
by the right side, into the womb of his mother. His entry into 
his mother's womb was heralded by an earthquake and a flash 
of light, illuminating the whole universe and reaching even 
the hellish beings, who lived ever in darkness and never 
saw the Sun and the Moon. 

After the lapse of ten months, the queen felt that the time 
for the birth of the Great Being had arrived and approached the 
king with the request to permit her to go to the garden as the 
spring season had set in, trees were in flowers, birds were 
humming everywhere, and pollens were being wafted around. 
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The king also needed rest after the long observance of the 
disciplinary restrictions while the queen felt wearied as 
she had been bearing the Great Immaculate Being for ten 
months. The queen was happy and relieved on reaching the 
garden, and moved about among the trees enjoying their 
soft touch and be.iuty. Then a branch of the Plaksa tree 
bent down and came within the reach of her band. While 
she held the branch by her right band and stood there, 
the Bodhisatta stepped down from her right side to the 
earth, clean and untouched by any impurity. As no human 
hands would touch the Great Being, the gods hurried to the 
spot and received the baby in silken cloths with deep 
veneration. A lotus came out of the earth, while the Nagarajas, 
Nanda and Upananda, sent forth two streams of hot and 
.cold water to wash him and his mother. The baby took seven 
steps, a lotus issuing out at very step of his, in each of the 
six directions to indicate that he was going to be the 
highest among all beings in all the directions. 1 

For seven days Lumbinivana became a place of great 
festivity, as also of pilgrimage of all Sakyans anf Koliyans. 

It was on the seventh day that the queen, plunging all in 
dire grief, left the mortal world, and . departed to the Trayas­
trhilsa heaven to be reburn there as a goddess of exquisite 
beauty and virtue. 

At that time, there dwelt in the Himalayas the distin­
guished ascetic R~i Asita, who had obtained the five higher 
powers (abhifiiia). By his divine eye-sight be came to know 
.of the birth of the Great Being and went to Kapilavastu, 
flying through air along with bis nephew, N:1radatta (alias 
Nalaka), to pay his homage. He was received by the king 
with due honour and courtesies. After congratulating the 
king on the birth of the prince, the ascetic expressed his 

1 Majjlzima, III, P• 123 adds that the Bodhisatta not only took seven 
steps but also uttered the following words "Aggo 'lzam asmi lokassa, 
seft/w 'ham asmi lokassa, jeff/zo 'ham asmi lokassa, a yam anti ma jati, 
n'att/zi dani punabblzavo ti. 

6 
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desire to see the baby, who. the king thought was then 
asleep, and so solicited the ascetic to wait till he awoke. 
The ascetic corrected the king by telling him that such 
a Being could not sleep long, and usually remained awake. 
He was thereupon taken to the baby, whose thirty two 
signs1 were noticed by him; the signs prognosticated that 
he would either become a sovereio-n ruler, or a recluse, a ::, 

Tathagata, a Samyaksambuddha. The hermit's eyes became 
wet with tears, at which the king was upset and euquired of 
the reasons for bis shedding tears. ~~i Asita explained to the 
king that be felt sad not because anything evil would befall 
the prince but because he would not live up to the time when 
the baby would grow up and preach the truth to rescue beings 
from the bonds of misery and cycles of existence. On hear­
ing the words of the ascetic, the king felt relieved, and offered 
his respects to the baby. The ascetic then instructed bis 
nephew to become a disciple of the baby as soon as he would 
become the Buddha. 

When the Bodhisatta was a little older, he with r..is friends 
went out to a village to see the ploughing of fields. 2 There 
he found a quiet place under a Jambu tree. He sat down 
there thinking of the hardship of worldly life and became 
absorbed in meditation, rising from the first to the fourth 
stage of meditation. At that time five ascetics, possess­
ing supernormal powers, were flying through air. Their 
progress was suddenly arrested when they were about to cross 
over the Jarnbu tree. They felt surprised, and on looking 
down, found the Great Being seated there in medita­
tion. They came down to the earth and adored him with 
suitable words. While looking for bis son, the king reached 
the place to find him immersed in meditation. He at once 
removed his royal insignia and saluted him with folded 
bands. 

l Diglw, III, p. 142 f. 
2 In Pali tradition, the occasion is described as the ceremonial 

putting of the plough to the fields by the king. 
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When the Bodhisatta became a youth, the Sakyans met 
together and suggested to the king that he should get his son 
married. Though the Bodhisatta was averse to all sorts of 
worldly ties, he however agreed to marry a girl as an expedient 
to convince the common man that one, enjoying worldly 
pleasures. could rise above them like a lotus growing in mud 
and rising above water. He ascertained that the previous 
Bodhisattas also contracted marriages, and so he set out the 
qualities which should be possessed by his bride. The royal 
priest went to different places, searching for a bride for the 
prince, and at last found out the daughter of Dal).<;lapal).i 
endowed with all the virtues and qualities required by 
the Bodhisatta. The king however preferred to give an 
opportunity to the prince himself to select his own 
bride, and so he invited all marriageable Sakyan mai­
dens to his palace to take from his hand presents of 
artificial flowers made of costly metals and jewels. On the 
seventh day of the announcement, the maidens congregated 
in the palace and were dazzled by the beauty and glory 
of the prince. It was only Gopa, daughter of Da1:uJa­
paI).i, who could withstand the glory, kept herself at a distance, 
gazing at him. When her turn came to meet him .. 
she advanced towards him quietly and received not only 
the best of the flowers but also his very costly finger-ring. 
It was evident to all present that the choice of the prince· 
fell on Gopa and this was noticed by the king's emissaries. 
who hurried to the king to give the good news. 

King suddhodana thereupon sent the marriage proposal 
for his son to Dal).<;lapa.Q.i, who hesitated, and enquired about 
the attainments and capabilities of the prince, who had 
grown up amidst luxuries in the royal palace The king 
became a little depressed as he apprehended that Dal).c;iapaI).i's­
doubts about the prince's abilities might have some basis. 
Finding the king slightly dejected. the prince told hilll' 
to his great relief, that he was able to compete with any 
body in any arts and crafts, martial exploits, and exhibition 
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of physical prowess. He requested the king to arrange a 
display of skill by all the Sakyan youths. The king readily 
assented, making all the necessary arrangements for a display, 
and invited the Sakyan youths to take part in the competition. 
The arrangements included among other items the following: 
(i) throwing the carcass of an elephant to the farthest dis­
tance, (ii) showing knowledge of scripts, for which the 
teacher Visvamitra was selected as the judge, (iii) skill 
and accuracy in arithme1ical calculations, for which the 
master accountant Arjuna acted as the judge, (v) shooting 
arrows (for which the prince took up the unwieldy bow of 
bis forefather Siiµhahanu), (vi) wrestling, (vii) accomplish­
ment in fine arts. such as music, dancing, singing, (viii) com· 
posing books and poems, (ix) knowledge of astrological and 
other sciences and (x) erudition in Brahmanical literature, 
logic, philosophy, economics, and politics. 

The winner in all these contests was promised the band of 
Yasodhara, who, holding the banner of victory, watched the 
contests. Devadatta, Sundarananda and several others vied 
with one another but they were all surpassed by the Prince. 
Even Arjuna the master-accountant was overawed by the 
prince's power of calculations. As the prince came out victori­
ous in all the contests, he was given the hand of Yasodhara 
by her father DaQ<;iapaQi with the utmost pleasure. 

With Yasodhara the Bodhisatta enjoyed bis family life 
for some time. One night King suddhodana dreamt that his 
son clad in yellow robes and surrounded by gods was going 
to leave the palace. He got up from his bed and made 
anxious enquiries about the whereabouts of his son. On 
receiving the news that his son was sleeping in the palace, bis 
anxieties were allayed but he made lavish arrangements 
for the prince's enjoyment and had the palace guarded by 
exceedingly strong gates, which could only be opened and 
closed by hundreds of men. 

The following morning, the Prince expressed his desire to 
go out to the forests and ordered his charioteer to make his 
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chariot ready. The king, on being intimated about the prin­
ce's desire for excursion, asked the prince to wait for a week. 
During the seven days, the king ordered his officers to take 
every precaution that the prince might not come across any un­
pleasant sight. After the city had been cleaned and decorated, 
the charioteer took out the prince in the royal chariot, and 
while passing through the city, the gods created an old man 
with shrivelled skin and grey hairs, toothless and hunch­
backed, leaning on a stick, and placed him in the sight of the 
prince and the charioteer only. The prince enquired of the 
charioteer about the man and learnt that every human being 
must one day reach that stage. He was very much moved 
at the sight and returned to the palace. On enquiry of the 
king about the prince's sudden return. the charioteer in­
formed him about the old man and the effect of the sight 
on the prince's mind. The king took further preca\}tions, 
but on the second day of his excursion, the prince and 
the charioteer saw a man suffering from fever, breathing 
heavily and grovelling in his own excrements. Like the pre­
vious day, the prince learnt the actual state of things from 
the charioteer and returned to the palace. On the third day, 
the prince and the charioteer came across a dead man carri­
ed on a bier to the cremation ground with his relatives crying 
and lamenting. The prince likewise became aware of the 
fact that every human being was subject to death and lost his 
his desire to go out on an excursion. On the fourth day he 
saw a yellow robed person of quiet demeanour with full 
control over his senses. walking with steady steps and 
carrying a bowl in his hands. The prince on enquiry learnt 
from the charioteer that the person had given up his home­
life, and was living as a recluse, seeking release from the cycles 
of existence. The prince's heart was elated at the thought that 
he could also become a recluse and find the way to deliverance. 
He felt happy and enjoyed himself to his heart's content in 
the garden. 

When he was disporting himself in the pleasure garden, 
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the king's messengers brought him the news of the birth of 
of his son. On getting the news. he did not feel very happy. 
and apprehended that it might cause hindrance to bis inten­
tion to retire from worldly life. He uttered 'Ralmlo jiito' 
(enemy is born). The king, hearing what the prince had 
uttered. named the baby as Ra.hula. On his way back to the 
palace, in his rich and luxurious royal dress. he was seen 
by a distant relative of his called Kisa Gotami, who uttered 
the stanza: 

Nibbuta nuna sa ma.ta 
Nibbuto nuna so pita 

Nibbuta nuna sa nari 
Yassa 'yarµ idiso pati. 

[ Happy indeed is the mother who bas such a son; surely 
happy is bis fa,her. Happy also is that woman who has got 
such a husband. ) 

The word nibbuta struck the prince. and he understood 
it in the sense of serenity and quietude. He was so pleased 
with the word that he took out his collar of jewels and sent 
it as a presenfto Kisa Gotami, who regarded it as an indica­
tion of his fancy for her. The prince returned to the palace and 
was being entertained by female musicians. but his mind 
was elsewhere. and he did not feel the least attraction for 
the entertainments. 

The Bodhisatta, thinking it improper that he should retire 
without his father's consent, approached the king at early 
dawn when the Sun had not yet arisen. The rays issuing forth 
from his body illumined the palace and took the king aback. 
He asked for permission to retire from worldly life. but as 
the king protested against his intention, the prince said that 
he would not seek retirement if the king would grant him 
only four boons, viz.. that he would not be subject to old 
age. disease, death and rebirth. Realising the absurdity of 
the demands, the king and Mahaprajapati multiplied the 
guards and entertainers in order that the prince might not, 
by any means, leave the palace. The gods however came 
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down to nullify the efforts of the king and his men to 
obstruct the prince's retirement. 

King suddhodana, unable to give any reply to the prince, 
remained silent. The prince returned to his apartment and 
found that the female musicians were sleeping with dis­
hevelled hair, some gnawing their teeth, others foaming 
at the mouth with saliva trickling down, some muttering 
and some lying in unseemly postures. He felt that he 
was in a cremation ground or among ogresses. The scene set 
him thinking about his own body, which, on introspection, 
.appeared to him to be only a bag of filth. He made up his 
mind at once to leave the palace to become a recluse. 

The Prince called Chandaka, and asked him to get his favou­
rite horse Ka9thaka ready for his departure from the palace. 
He would not listen to the remonstrances and importunities 
of Chandaka, who wanted him to retire at an old age, and 
convinced Chandaka by sound reasonings of the necesssity 
of his immediate retirement. He then left the palace on 
horse-back taking Chandaka with him. He rode for the whole 
night, crossed the territories of the Sakyas, Koliyas, Mallas, 
and Maioeyas, and at dawn he got down from the horse­
back. He gave away his royal jewelleries to Chandaka and 
.asked him to go back with the horse to Kapilavastu. He cut 
the top-knot of his hairs by his sword and threw it in the air 
when it was taken up to heavens by the Trayastrirµsa gods. 
He wanted to give up his royal dress and was looking for a 
yellow robe when a goj appeared before him in the form of 
a hunter, wearing a yellow cloth. He exchanged his costly 
dress with the hunter's apparel and became a properly dressed 
paribbajaka (wandering recluse). The gods felt happy to find 
thl! Bodhisatta as a full-fledged recluse. 

While Chandaka returned to Kapilavastu and broke the 
heart-rending news to the ladies of the place, the prince 
proceeded on foot in quest of the Truth. He was invited by 
two Brahma9a female hermits and then by Raivata Brahmar~i 
.and Rajaka Tridai:ic;lika to stay in their hermitages, but be 
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politely declined their invitation, walked farther till he reached 
Vaisali where he stopped at the hermitage of .Arac;la Kalama. 
On enquiry about .Araq.a Kala.ma's attainments, he learnt that 
he had reached the seventh stage of meditation (samapatti) 
called A kincaiiiiliyatana (in which one's mind seeks nothing). 
He joined the band of his disciples whose number was then 
three hundred and within a short time by the application of 
of bis strong will (chanda), energy (viriya), self-recollected­
ness (sati), meditation (samadhi) and intellection (paiiiiil) 
be attained th~ seventh samlipatti. He was requested by 
.Araq.a to stay on in his hermitage as a fellow-teacher of his 
disciples, but he declined saying that he was not satisfied 
with the attainment, as it did not appear to him to be the 
final liberation. He left Vaisal'i and proceeded towards 
Rajagrha, entering into the city by the gate near the hot 
spring. While on begging round, his glorious appearance 
and serene demeanour struck with awe and wonder the 
townspeople, who hurried to the palace and gave the king 
the news of the arrival of a Great Being. On the follow­
ing morning the king met him and offered a half share 
of his kingdom, which was politely declined by the Bodhi­
satta, who pointed out to him the evils of fleeting worldly 
pleasures. He then proceeded to the outskirts of Rajagrha 
and stopped at the hermitage of Rudraka Ramaputra. on 
enquiry he learnt that Rudraka could rise to the eighth sta!!e 
of meditation (samlipatti}, called N' evasaiiiilinlisaiiiiiiyata,;a, 
in which the sense-perception was neither active nor dead. It 
was a stage higher than that reached by Ara9a Kalama 
but was a still an attainment confined to the constituted world 
(sa,nkhata) and lower than the transcendental (lokottara) 

ensuring peace and rest, the end of misery, the ultimate. 
the Nirva.Q.a. Impressed by his extraordinary ability in quickly 
attaining the N'evasaiin{miisaiiiiyatana stage with slight exer­
tion, five Brahma:t]a followers of Rudraka preferred to follow 

Gautama. 
The Bodhisatta along with his five new companions went 
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to Gayasir~a Hill and found there many ascetics given to 
rigorous practices of self-mortification for spiritual elevation 
but he observed that they had not freed themselves wholly 
from worldly attachments. Inspite of their extreme asceticism 
they were far away from obtaining even the superhuman 
powers, not to speak of the true insight and knowledge. They 
were trying to produce fire out of wet woods. He realised 
that fire could only be produced out of dry woods, in other 
words, by one who had got rid of worldly attachment 
thoroughly and as for himself, this he had already done. 

He then walked towards Uruvela senani-gama and was. 
pleased with the sight of the river Nerafijara with water 
almost overflowing the banks. 

He made up bis mind here to take up bis independent 
line of sii.dhanii. and decided first to take to rigorous ascetic 
practices, and these he practised for six long years. He 
exerted so strenously that sweat came out of bis armpit even 
in extreme winter, his breath was arrested in such a way that. 
he was occasionally taken by the people as dead. His body 
turned into a bare skeleton without any flesh or blood, and 

the bones were linked together barely by a chain of sinews. 
For not washing his body for a long time, a hard cruSt ~f 
earth formed around his body, and the golden colour of_ his 
body became dark black. Thus emaciated, one day m a 
swoon he fell down on the earth. 

The Bodhisatta then realised that asceticism alone would 
not lead to perfect knowledge, and remembered his experience 
of trances at the Kr~!gra_ma (see abov_e, p. 82). ~e thereupo: 
decided to change his hne of practices by takmg food an 
making his body strong, 

At that time lived at Uruvela, Sujata, daughter of the 
landowner Senani. When a son was born to her, she took 
the vow of making offerings to the ood residing in t~e 
Nyagrodha tree. In the sixth year of the iodhisatta's ascetic· 

• • e to the life, she made a grand preparation for offerino milk-nc 
z::, V "'akha-

tree-god 0 n the full-moon day in the month of ais 
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The Great Being, emitting rays of light, was then seated 
under the Nyagrodha tree. The maid servant was struck by 
the sight and hurried to Sujata to give her the news that the 
tree-god had descended from the tree and was seated under­
neath it to receive her offerings. Sujata took a new golden 
vessel and poured the milk-rice into it. She was delighted 
to see the god in flesh and blood, and o!Iered him the bowl 
.of milk-rice.1 The Great Being accepted the food, went to 
the river to take his bath and then took his food for the first 
time after a fast of fortynine days, during which period he 
.had neither bath nor even mouth-wash. 

His five Brahmal).a ascetic-companions found that the 
Bodhisatta had failed to achieve the goal by arduous ascetic 
practices and now he wanted to reach the goal by partaking of 
food and leading an easy life. They were disappointed and 
left him in disgust and went to the deer-park near Banaras. 

After refreshing himself with food and bath, the Bodhi­
satta proceeded with steady steps towards the Bodhi tree. 
The serpent king Kalika watched his footsteps while his 
queen Suvaqiaprabhasa eulogized him with appropriate 
words. He came across a grass-cutter (yiivasika) called 
Svastika and begged of him some grass to prepare his seat 
for meditation. He then took his seat under the Bodhi tree 
with the unflinching resolution that his body might dry up, 
his flesh and bones might decay but he would not leave the 
seat without attaining bodhi.2 While he was thus seated for 
the attainment of final liberation, he was watched by several 
gods who assembled there from the worlds of the six 
directions. 

Mara was frightened at the determination of the Bodhi­
satta and apprehended that he was going to lose his rulership 
over the realm of Klima. He called out his army and armed 

l In the Lalitavistara, the tradition about milk-rice is quite 
,rlifferent. 

2 Cf. Padhanasut~a. 
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them to the teeth. Thus arrayed with valiant soldiers, Marh 
proceeded to attack the Bodhisatta. Mara and his whole 
army were frightened by the mere opening of his mouth, 
and they thought that they were being attacked by a 
sword when he just passed his hand over his head. 
They began to throw heavy missiles at him, but alas! 
they found that these turned into flowers and remained 
hanging on the Bodhi tree. They were then addressed by the 
Bodhisatta with the words that their lord Mara bad no 
doubt attained many extraordinary powers by the performance 
of sacrifices, and that he had also performed similar sacri­
fices, and in addition, he had made numberless gifts, including 
his own limbs, not to speak of his wealth and property, and 
as a proof, he pC1inted to the Mother Earth, which quaked 
again and again, confirming his statement. 

Mara was much disappointed, and departed from the 
battle-field to devise milder means to divert the Bodhisatta 
from his determination to seek enlightenment. He asked his 
lovely daughters to exhibit their charms to entice him They 
came in a body and made their utmost attempt by sweet 
words and alluring movements of limbs to seduce the great 
saint but all their efforts were of no avail. The Bodhisatta 
remained seated unmoved like a rock. He at last smiled 
and explained to them the evil effects of sense-enjoyments, 
transient nature of worldly pleasures, lust as the cause of 
repeated existences, and the body as a store-house of filth. 
His words fell on the deaf ears of Mara's daughters, who 
made further attempts to allure him but all their endeavours 
failed. 

Failing to produce any effect on his mind and 
resolution, Mara's daughters admitted their defeat and 
told their father that the Bodhisatta was completely devoid 
·Of attachment, hatred and delusion and that he could see 
through all the feminine wiles and was not in the least affected 
by the same. lhey were convinced that no power on earlb 
.and heaven could defeat him and on the contrary he bad the 
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ability to rout Mara's army quite easily .1 After totally 
routing Mara's army, he took his seat under the Bodhi tree 
with incomparable firmness, 

The Bodhisatta immersed himself in meditation, rising 
gradually from the first to the fourth jhiina. While in the 

fourth jhii.na he obtained, in the first watch of the night, 
the divine eyes and clear insight by which he could know the 
nature of all beings, In the second watch he developed the 
power of knowing a being's past existences, and in the third 
watch of the night he realised that the last vestige of his 
impurities was totally extinct (ii.sava-khaya-iiii,;za). At this 
stage he comprehended the truth that all that had origin must 
have decay, and while cogitating on this fact, he discovered 
the law of causation (pa/icca-samuppiida), in which ignorance 
(avijjii.) of the truth formed the basic cause of all worldly 
sufferings. He then reflected on the law of causation in the 
reverse order and discerned that the removal of avijjii was 
the only means for reaching the goal, the ultimate. He then 
obtained an insight into the four truths: suffering (dukk.ha), 
its origin (samudaya), its decay (nirodha) and the path to 
its decay (magga). At dawn he visualised the highest Truth, 
the Bodhi, and thereby became the fully enlightened, the 
Buddha or Prabuddha. He realised the evanescent nature of 
phenomenal objects and at the same time the reality of the 
ultimate, the end of existence (bhiUakotI). 

After this unique achievement, He passed seven weeks 
in the following manner: 

He remained seated for one week under the Bodhi tree enjoy­
ing serene pleasure (prityo.hiiravyuha) on the fulfilment of his 
mission, viz., putting an end to birth, old age, and death once 
for all. In the second week h~ took long strolls meditative­
ly, while in the third week he remained gazing at the Bodhi 
tree and musing over the way in which he reached the Truth. 

1 The fight between Mara and Bodhisattva has been developed in 
Chapter II of the Mahasannipata-Ratnaketudharal).'i·sHtra. See Gilgit 

Manuscripts, Vol. IV. 
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In the fourth week he again had short strolls. It was in this 
week that he was approached by Mara with the request that 
he should now enter into parinibbana (final demise). Buddha 
could not oblige him and said that he could not comply with 
his wishes until and unless be had seen his disciples well 
trained in his teachings and the Order of bis monks well 
-organised and well established. He spent the fifth week 
in the palace of Mucilinda, the serpent king, who stood 
guard on him by entwining his body and shading him 
from sun and rain by his hood. He passed from Mucilinda's 
palace to the Nyagrodha tree (see p. 89) of the goat-herd, who 
was then a god and passed the sixth week meditating under 
it. He passed the seventh week under the Tarayai:ia tree, 
where he met the two traders Trapu~a and Bhallika passing 
from the southern to northern countries. 

The two traders were intimated by some gods, who had 
been, in previous existences, their relatives, about the presence 
of Buddha in the neighbourhood and were advised by them 
to offer honey and such other food to the great saint. They 
readily acted according to their directions. As Buddha had 
no bowl to receive the offering, the four divine guardians of 
the wor]d hurried to the spot with four bowls of gold and 
jewels. He rejected them and took a bowl made of stone. 
Trapu~a and Bhallika had the good luck of offering the first 
food to Buddha after his attainment of Bodhi, and thereby 
becoming the first lay-devotees of the Teacher. 

During the seventh week, when Buddha was resting under 
the Tarayai:ia tree, it occurred to him that the truth visualised 
by him was too deep and subtle to be comprehended by men 
of average intellect. Further it was inexpressible in words, 
beyond disputations, quiescent by nature, unconstituted, 
ending all objective existence, attachment, hatred and delu­
sion. It would be sheer waste of bis energy if he would make 
an attempt to propagate the Truth. Mahabrahma came to 
know his thoughts and solicited him to preach the truth. He 
pointed out that it could be comprehended by some beings 
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wbo'were spiritually advanced and whose intellect was much 
above the average. He also pointed out that Magadha was 
at that time full of wrong views, and unless the true doctrine 
was preached, the people would be more and more bewilder­
ed and led on the wrong path.1 Buddha then cast his divine 
eyes over the world and found that there were different types 
of beings, some of whom would be capable of comprehend­
ing his doctrine. He then tried to find out the best persons, 
who would be able to derive benefit from his teachings. He 
first thought of Rudraka Ramaputra and then of A.ra<;la 
Kalama but as they were both dead at the time, he decided to 
preach his doctrines to the five BrahmaIJ.a ascetics dwelling 
then at the deer-park near Banaras. He observed that they 
were well advanced spiritually and capable of comprehend­
ing his teachings. He left Gaya and took the road to Bana­
ras. On the way he met an Ajivika ascetic, who was struck 
by his bright and serene appearance and wanted to know who 
was his teacher. Buddha replied that there was none equal 
to him, not to speak of a teacher of his, he was the fully 
enlightened.2 After parting with the Ajivika ascetic, be 
went northwards and reached the bank of the Ganges where 
be asked a ferryman to take him across the river, but as be 
asked for fare, Buddha crossed it through air. The ferryman 
felt very much aggrieved and so did king Bimbisara, and 
thenceforth the king ordered his ferrymen to carry all recluses 
without any fare. He then reached Banaras and had his 
usual begging round. 

1 See Ariyapariyesai:ia sutta in Majjhima, I. 
2 Majjliima, I, p. 171: 

Sabbabhibhii sabbavidU aham asmi 
sabbesu dhammesu anupalitto 

sabbafijaho taQhakkbaye vimutto 
sayam abhifiiUiya kam uddiseyyam. 

Na me acariyo atthi sadiso me na vijiati 
sadevakasmin lokasmin natthi me patipuggalo. 



CHAPTER V 

Missionary Life of Buddha 
Buddha's missionary activity extended from his twenty­

fifth year up to the end of his earthly existence. It com­
menced at Sarnath. From the city of Banaras, Buddha 
proceeded to the deerpark, called Isipatana (lit. rendezvous 
of ascetics) to impart his teachings to his quondam com­
panions, the five Brahma1)aS. 

Realising that it would not to be easy for him to convince· 
all the five ascetics together of the Truth discovered by him, 
Buddha directed two of them to go out to collect alms, while 
he gave exposition of his doctrines to the remaining three, 
who again were sent out for collecting alms on the following 
day, and he imparted his instructions to the other two. He 
first explained to them that the life of ease as led by a house­
holder as also the life of rigorous asceticism adopted by some 
ascetics were the two extremes, which should be avoided, and 
a middle path should be followed. The middle path consisted 
(i) of restraint in words, action and means of livelihood 
(samma viicii, kammanta and iij"iva), (ii) of complete control 
over one's mind, i.e., by means of resolution and exertion 
to earn merit and discard demerit, by self-recollectedness 
and by meditation (samma sa,ikappa, viiyiima, sati, samadhi) 
and lastly (iii) of acquisition of perfect knowledge (sammii 
di1thi) i.e., realisation of the four truths and the twelve-fold 
law of causation1 

He then explained to them the four truths, of which the 
first is dukkha "unhappy is existence in this world," as it is 
evanescent and accompanied by repeated births, old age, 
disease and death. The second truth is dukkhasamudaya 
"the cause of unhappiness or suffering is desire or thirst", 

1 See infra 
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which appears repeatedly and goes on increasing in a worldly 
man's life, the worst form of thirst being the strong desire of 
a being at the time of its death to be born again. He 
-expatiated on the second truth by supplementing it with an 
exposition of the law of causation (paficcasanwppiida). 
The third truth is dukkhanirodha "cessation of unhappiness 
or suffering", which can be obtained by complete eradication 
of desire or thirst. The fourth truth is at1haizgikamagga ••tbe 
rath and means for ending unhappiness and suffering" con­
-sisting of the eightfold practices known as the middle path. 1 

The above discourse and its exposition cleared up the 
vision of the five Brabmal)a ascetics. On the fifth day when 
all the five had got some insight into the teachings, Buddha 
delivered the Anattalakkhm:zasutta, in which he gave out the 
basic doctrine of his religion, viz., that there was no such entity 
as a self (atta=iitman) apart from the constituents (khandhas) 
of a being. 2 

Very little is known about the personal histories of the firS t 
five converts. The only information that can be gathered 
from the traditions is as follows-

. 0) Aiiiiata-Ko,:zcj.afi.iia or Ajii.ata Kaul)~i)).ya came of a 
rich Brahmal)a family of Dro1::i.avastu, near Kapilavastu. He 
studied the Vedas aud other Brahmanical sastras. He was 
o~e of the Brahmal)as invited by King suddhodana to ascer­
tam the future of Prince Suddhartha. He was the oldest of 
the five Brabmanas. who practised asceticism with the 
Bodhi t • · · b ' sa ta and was the first d1sc1ple to comprehend Budd a s 
teachings. 

(2) Bhaddiya was the second Brahmana who compre-
h d • ' en ed Buddha's teachings, 

(3) V appa belonged to the Vasettha famik of Kapila­
v~~tu. He beeame a sotiipanna on the s~~ond day ·of Buddha's 
visit to R~ipattana, 

(4•5) Mahana.ma and Assaji were the two juniors among 
the five Brahmal)aS and were the last two persons to derive 

I See infra 2 See infra 
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benefit from the teachings. Mahana.ma made a very good 
impression on Citta-gahapati and received from him the 
gift of Ambatakavana, while Assaji became famous for 
attracting Sariputta to Buddhism by uttering the verse "ye 
dhammii hetuppab/zava, etc." 

After converting the five Brahmanas Buddha stayed on . . 
for some at B,.~ipatlana, when very probably Pilrl).a Maitraya-
I)Iputra, Nalaka and Sabhiya, who were all recluses, expressed 
appreciation of Buddha's teachingswithout, however, becoming 
monks although it is stated in the Mahiivastu 1 that they 
were ordained by Buddha with the formula "Come O monks" 
(ehi bhiksu). These three recluses joined the Buddhist order a 
little later in the first or second year of Buddha's ministry and 
became distinguished monks. 

Pur{za Maitruya~zlputra was the son of a rich Brahmal).a 
of Droi:iavastu (in Kosala) near Kapilavastu. He was the 
sister's son of Afifiata Kol).<;lafiiia, who gave him ordination at 
Kapilavastu, soon after Buddha's departure from Banaras. 
He met Buddha for the first time at SavatlhI and became an 

arhat. 
Na/aka of Katyayana-gotra was the second son of the 

royal priest of the king of Avanti. His maternal uncle was 
Asita ~~i, who dwdt at the Vindhya Hills. He taught all the 
siistras to Nalaka's elder brother Uttara, who became a teacher 
at Markata in AvantL Nalaka learnt from his elder brother 
all the sastras and went to the Vindhya Hills and became an 
ascetic-disciple of R~i Asita. When Buddha was staying at 
Banaras after delivering the first discourse, Nalaka sought 
ordination from the Teacher, who complied with his wishes 
readilY- 2 

1 ~n the Mahiivastu (III, p. 377 ff.) and A bhiniskrama~za-s~tl~a 
(Romantic Legend, etc., pp. 274 ff.) the conversions of piirQ.a Ma1tra­
yai:iiputra, Naiaka nephew of Asita R . d Sabhiya, son of a 

, s1 an y , 
famous fc?1ale disputant are introduced bef~;e the conversion of asa, 
the sreHh1putra. 

2 The above episode appears in the Nalakasutta of the S11t1tmiplita 

and it is said that the Nalakasutta Was delivered seven days after the 

7 
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Sabhiya was the son of a famous female dialectician 
of the South. He was given education in arts and sciences. 
and specially in dialectics and the literature of the Pari­
vrajakas. While roaming all over the sixteen countries 
(janapadas) as a wanderer (Parivriijaka), he reached Banaras 
and there entered into a discussion with Buddha, and was. 
much impressed with the answers given by him to his queries. 
He was given ordination then and tbere. 1 

Yasa: When Buddha was staying at B.~ipattana, there lived 
in the city of Banaras a very rich merchant's son called Yasa or 
Yasoda. One midnight he walked out of the palace and was 
strolling in the open air near the river bank exclaiming aloud 
•·upadduta,ii vata bho upassattham vata bho'' (I am in trouble, 
I am in distress). This was overheard by Buddha who w::is 
then sitting on the bank of the river Varm:ia and who found 
that Yasa had accumulated so much merits in his past exis­
tences that he was to attain emancipation in this life. Buddha 
asked him to come near him and delivered to Yasa first the 
discourse on the merit of gifts, observance of precepts, means 
of attaining heavenly existences and evils of enjoying 
worldly pleasures.2 When he found that the discourse had 
the desired effect of softening his mind and making him fit to 
receive higher spiritual instructions, he' imparted to him the 
mysteries of the four truths, which included the law of causa­
tion. Then and there Yasa's eyes of insight and knowledge· 
became clear and he attained complete liberation along with 
miraculous powers. 

After a long and anxious search, Yasa's parents 
were happy to find their beloved son but felt sorry to 
see him bent upon becoming a recluse. But when they 

Dhamma-cakkappavattana-sutta. The only point to be considered is 
that in Pali tradition Nalaka is not identified with Mahakatyayana as. 
has been done in the Mahavastu. 

1 The above story appears in Pali texts (Suttanipata) as well, but 
the meeting of Sabhiya and Buddha is placed at Veluvana. 

2 dc111akatlra,11 s7lakatlra,!l saggakatht1111 kiimlinam adi11ara111 sa,zi• 
kilesaf!l. 
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realised that their son had attained great spiritual merits, 
they became reconciled to their fortune of parting with their 
son. They became lay-devotees of the Teacher. 

Hearing that Yasa had become a monk and a disciple 
of Buddha. his four friends, all belonging to Sre~thI families. 
viz., Vimala, Subahu, Pun:ia (Pu1_11:rnji) and Gavampati and 
fifty others joined the order of monks. Of these four, 
Gavampati became a renowned monk possessed of miraculous 
powers (iddhi). He dwelt at Aiijanavana in Saketa and 
ultimately attained arhathood. 1 

Buddha's group of disciples now reached the figure 
fiftynine, who were all free from bondage of worldly attach­
ment. The Teacher praised them for attaining full 
emancipation and asked them to wander forth in different 
directions, no two persons taking the same way, for the 
benefit and happiness of many, and to preach his 
doctrines which had an excellent beginning, middle and end. 
and to instruct the people to become true brahmaciirins. 
He believed that there were persons, who bad spiritual 
advancement but needed a little more instruction to attain 
perfection. It is for them particularly he started his m1ss10n­
ary organization. As for himself he said that he was 
going to Gayasi:r~a to preach the Truth.~ 

On his way he came across thirty youths of respectable 
families enjoying their time with their wives in the forest. 
One of the youths had a hired girl-friend, who slipped 
away with some of the valuables of the party. When look­
ing for this woman they came across Buddha and enquired. 
of him if he had seen her. They were told by the 
Teacher to seek their own self and not the woman. This 
instruction brought sudden change in their minds and they 
became disciples of Buddha. 3 

1 Rockhill, Life of Buddha, p. 149. Gavampati was very ill at the 
time of the first Council and died soon after. 

2 Vinaya, I, p. 21, 
3 Vinaya, I, p. 34-35. 
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Kiisyapas : Buddha reached Gayas1r~a and wanted to 
convert the ascetics, the Brahmar~is and Rajar~is, dwelling 
there. He first went to the sacrificial hall of the J atila 
Kasyapas and asked for permission to stay in their hermitage. 
The Jatilas ple,1ded want of space and pointed out to him tbe 
place for sacrificial fire as the only spot which was available, 
but warned him saying that there dwelt a highly venomous 
serpent (niiga). Buddha accepted the offer and stayed there, 
passing the whole night in deep meditation. He was enveloped 
by the p,Jisonous gas emitted by the serpent, which, however, 
on finding him serene, quiet and unmoved in the least, became 
mild, bent down its hood, worshipping him. In the morning, 
the Kasyapas, who pitied Buddha for his unfortunate choice 
of the place for rest, were taken aback when they saw the 
Teacher not only hale and hearty but carrying the serpent in 
his bowl. After exhibiting some other miraculous powers 
of his, Buddha overawed the Kasyapas and m-.ide them his 
disciples. He delivered to them the sermon .Adittapariyiiya­
sutta, in which the explained that the real fire consisted of 
attachment (riiga), hatred (dve.ya) and delusion (moha), and 
that the same was produced by sense-perceptions caused by 
the contact of sense-organs with their objects. 

On listening to this discourse Uruvilva Kasyapa realised 
what the real lire was and gave up his belief in the efficacy 
of maintaining sacrificial fire. He became his disciple and 
threw away in the flowing stream his clothes and sacrificial 
utensils. Nadi Kasyapa and Gaya Kasyapa, his two brothers, 
who lived down the stream were frightened to see their 
eider's belogings carried by the river and went quickly to 
him, and to their great astonishment, found him dressed in 
the robe of a Buddhist monk. They also listened to the •Fire 
Sermon' and followed the steps of their elder. 1 

1 See Gilgit Manuscripts, III, pt. i, Intro., p. 35: KapphiJ}.a was put 
in charge of training the 500 Jatila monks, while $ariputra and Maudga­
lyayana had 250 Jatilas each. 
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Bimbisara: Then Buddha proceeded along with his 
disciples including the new Jatila converts to Ya~tivana 
(LaUhivana) of king Bimbisara and was received by the king 
with great veneration. Th~ king as well as his retinue were 
surprised to see the great J atila ascetic, revered by them. 
sitting: along with the disciples of Buddha and felt a bit 
perplexed to ascertain whether the Buddha or the Jatlia 
ascetic was the leader of the congregation. In order to remove 
their doubts, the J atila ascetic declared that he had realised 
that his fire-worship and self-mortifications were of no avail 
for putting an end to desires and for arresting the course of 
repeated births, and so he had become a disciple of Buddha 
seeking Nirvana. 

When the king's mind became soft and pliable and full of 
adoration, the Teacher delivered to him a discourse on the 
non-existence of soul or 1-ness, and on impermanence of 
worldly objects. The king on hearing this discourse was 
filled with joy and gained insight into the Truth. 

The king then entreated Buddha to reside in bis garden 
Veluvana. Buddha agreed and decided to preach bis doctri­
nes and train up his disciples there, and thus establish his 
religion. He dwelt at Veluvana for some time and 
recruited a few more disciples, of whom the most distin­
guished were sariputra and Maudgalyayana, who were origi­
nally followers of Safijaya Belatthiputta. 

safiputra: One day Asvajit (Assaji) and Va.spa (Vappa), two 
disciplt:s uf Buddha, entered into Rajagrha in their begging 
round with minds well-composed and sense-organs well-con­
trolled. Their ways and manner, full of grace and di~ni_ty, 
chan:ned Sariputra, otherwise known as Upati~ya, a d1stm­
guished learned son of Brabmal].a parents, who were b~th 

pastcnasters in the art of disputation. On sariputra's ~skmg 
Asvajit as to who was his teacher, he was told that bis tea~ 

h • ·1y the cber wast e omniscient sa10t born of the lk~vaku fall11 •. 

highest among men and gods. When sariputra enquired 
about the doctrine of the Teacher, be replied that he was 
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just initiated into the doctrine and had not yet grasped it 
thoroughly. deep and subtle as it was, All that he could 
do was to reproduce a stanza which contained his teachings. 
He then recited the following couplet : -

ye dhamma hetuppabhava tesarµ heturp. tathagato aha, 
tesaii ca yo nirodbo evarµ vadi mabasamal)O ti. 

[The Tathagata has explained the cause of all objects 
which are produced by cause. (How to attain) their cessation 
is the doctrine of the great saint.] 

Sariputra. who was already spiritually advanced, realised 
its true import and appreciated its logic. He became at once 
convinced that there was no Isvara nor a permanent self 
and that all worldly objects were mere products of causes and 
conditions, and that the source of worldly objects. which 
caused sufferings, must be destroyed to attain eternal 
happiness. 

Maudgalyii.yana: Sariputra and Maudgalyayana were two 
friends. who parted one day to find out a teacher who could 
impart the truth and promised each other that one would 
divulge to the other the truth and its seer as soon as either of 
them came across any. sariputra therefore wended his way 
towards the abode of Maudgalyayana and communicated to 
him what he bad discovered. Maudgalyayana also penetra­
ted into the Truth and gained the eyes of wisdom, 

The two friends then decided to give up their teacher. 
Saiijaya, and to join the Buddhist order of disciples. They 
were followed by their fellow-brethren. the remaining two hun­
dred and fifty disciples of Safijaya. 

Mahakasyapa: Soon after this event when Buddha was 
staying at Bahuputraka-caitya between Ra.Jagrha and Nalanda, 
there came to him a BrahmaQ.a sage called Kasyapa Agnidatta 
(Pipphalimal}ava) who was once a very rich householder of 
Rajagrha. having a very beautiful wife. He gave up all his 
possessions and became a recluse along with his wife Bhadra 
Kapileya (Pali: Bhadda Kapilani). Kasyapa when young 
was disinclined to marry but on the insistence of his parents 
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he married a rich Brfthmana oirl who was also of a retiring 
• b ' 

disposition. After Lhe death of Kasyapa's parents, they retired 
and went to different directions. As a Brallmanical sage. be 
was perplexed with doubts about the identity and di!Ierence 
of body and so0ul, while his wife joined a heretical order. He 
was looking for a teacher who could dispel his doubts and 
was impressed by the serene and dignified appearance of 
.sakyamuni, who also found in him a fit and proper person with 
all the qualities needed to become his true disciple. Buddha 
welcomed him and imparted to him the fourfold instructions 
of right exerllon (samyakprahii~za). 1 He delivered to him 
further discourses on the importance of observance of disci­
plinary rules, on control of sense-organs and sense-perceptions, 
on non-grasping the characteristics of phenomenal objects and 
lastly on the four truths. He discarded his old faith about 
the existence cf body and soul, and was convinced that sorrows 
-of human life could be removed by suitable disciplinary prac­
tices. Kasyapa's wife, Bhadda Kapilant, also came to Raja. 
grha and stayed in a hermitage of the heretics. She could not 
join the Buddhist order, as till then Buddha had not sanction­
ed the formation of the order of nuns. It was sometime after 
the sanction, that she was ordained as a uun by Mahapraja­
pati Gautam1 and in due course she attained arhathood. 

VdiiYi : When Buddha was at Rajagrha, king suddhodana 
deputed his chief priest's son UdayI, to invite tl1e Teacher to 
Kapilavastu. Udayt aud his companions went to Buddha 
and, after listening to bis teachings, developed taith and in 
due course with proper exertions, attained arhathood. They 
communicated to him the wishes of the king. The invitation 
was accepted by Buddha, who went to Kapilavastu, and 
stopped at the Nyagrodha hill, not far from the city. It was 
.the second year of Buddha's ministry, 

1 I.e., (i) removing t~e- existing demerits, and (ii) arresting their 
future growth, (iii) maintammg the exi· t' ·t and (iv) increasing s mg mens, 
the same as much as possible. 
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·passed one night in the compound of the lavatory used by 
Buddha. At dawn when Buddha found him sleeping there, 
he was annoyed and directed bis teachers, Sariputta and 
Moggallana, to look after the bare necessaries of life of a 
novice. 1 Rahula, as a rule. avoided special favours shown 
to him by the monks. 

The king's regard for Buddha made the sakyans also very 
respectful to him and some youths of distinguished sakyan 
.families wanted to become his disciples and to join the Order. 
Among them were Ananda, Anuruddha. Bhaddiya, Kimbila, 
Nanda and Devadatta. Chandaka and Upali followed the 
Sakyan nobles and joined the order of monks. Ordination of all 
,of them was performed by Buddhahimself at the Anupiya grove. 

Ananda: He was the son of Amitoda na, a brother of king 
·Suddhodana. He received instructions from PuQ.Q.a Mantani"­
putta and became a sotiipanna. In the twentieth year of 
Buddha's ministry he was selected by the Teacher as bis 
regular attendant and for twentyfive years he catered to 

all the needs of the Teacher. Before Ananda, U pavana 
i\ooked after the Teacher. 2 

Anuruddha: He was the son of Dronodana, another 
brother of suddhodana. He soon acquir~d divine vision 
(divyacak~u). He was given training by sari"putra in medita­
tional exercises and attained arhathood with Buddha's help. 
He was almost a constant companion of the Teacher. 

Bhaddiya: He belonged 10 an old aristocratic sakyan 
-family and was a close friend of Anuruddha. It was at his 
intercession and promise that he would accompany Anurud­
dha. that Anuruddha's mother permitted her, son to join the 
-order. Bhaddiya liked solitude and became an arhat within 
.-a few months of his ordination. 

Nanda: He was the son of suddhodana and Mahapraja­
pati. His coronation and marriage were fixed on the third 

-day of the visit of Buddha to Kapilavastu. Buddha visited 

1 Jataka, no. 16. 
2 Sa,hyutta, II, p. 41. 
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bis house for alms and when the bowl was filled by Prince 
Nanda, he did not take it in his hand and the Prince also out 
,of reverence could not ask him to carry it, so Nanda had to 
follow Buddha with the almsbowl to the monastery, where 
Buddha admonished him to give up his household life and to 
become a recluse. Prince Nanda was very much enamoured 
-0£ bis betrothed J anapadakalya1)1 and was not willing to 
become a monk, In order to bring a change in his mind 
and to prove the evanescence of earthly life, Buddha created 
:some nymphs. whose beauty far surpassed that of Janapada­
,kalyaQ'i and promised to give him one, if he would become a 
monk and take to exertion according to bis directions. 
Prince Nanda agreed and in course of time by striving hard 
he got over his weakness for home-life and attained arhat­
.hood. 

Devadatta: He was the son of the Koliyan Suppabuddha 
{maternal uncle of the Teacher) and brother of Yasodhara. 
Soon after his ordination he attained some miraculous 
powers by which he could obtain the support of king 
.Ajatasatru. In the 37th year of Buddha's ministry he grew 
jealous of Buddha's ever increasing popularity, and began to 
-devise schemes for overthrowing the Teacher frolll bis exalted 
:position. 

I-le collected s~me monks of his ilk around him like 
Kokalika and Kotamaraka Tissa and also a few nuns like 
Thullananda, and obtained the support of a small section 
-of lay-devotees like DaQ<;lapal}.i and Suppabuddha. Towards 
the end of Buddha's life, he wanted that Buddha, like other 
.religious heads, should nominate him as his successor. 
Buddha told him that he was not going to name any succes­
sor of ~is, not even his best disciples like Saripu!ta ~nd 
Mogga~lana, not to spea~ of an evil-minded pers,>n like him. 
·On this refusal, Devadatta flew into rage, secured the 
sympa~hy of some wicked monks and fornied a new pa~ty 
with himself as the leader. He obtained the support of_ Kmg 
Ajafasatru, who was then a prince, designing plans to kill Jiis 
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old father king Bimbisara. With Ajatasatru's help he made­
attempts to take Buddha's life once by engaging some ruffians, 
then by throwing a huge boulder from the top of a hill and 
lastly by letting loose a mad rutting elephant called NaHigiri. 
The ruffians turned into devotees when they appro-­
ached the Teacher while the downward course of the 
boulder was arrested but a splinter struck the feet of the 
Teacher, shedding his blood. As regards the mad 
elephant, it is said that when Nalagiri rushed into 
the city trampling down hundreds of men Buddha was 
passing by the street along with his monks; some of them ran 
helter anJ skelter and many disciples and devotees entreated 
Buddha to step aside to avoid the fury of Nalagiri, while 
Ananda remained steady and did not leave his side. Buddha 
did not swerve an inch and proceeded unruffled in his usual. 
round. Nalagiri came rushing at him but alas to the astonish­
ment of all, it lay down at his feet and listened to the 
reproachful words of the Great Being. This news of taming 
Nalagiri spread all round like fire, and Buddha's fame spread 
far and wide and subdued even Ajatasatru, who approached 
the Teacher, asked for forgiveness and expressed his firm 
f~ith in him. Failing in his nefarious designs, Devadatta set 
himself up as a leader of some monks, who disapproved of the 
easy life permitted by Buddha to his disciples and laid down 
that every monk should (i) be a forest-dweller, (ii) live on 
alms and never accept any invitation from the laity, (iii) use 
rags only collected from dust heap for his rot-es. (iv) 
sleep under a tree and never under a roof and lastly (v) 
never eat fish or flesh even under the restriction prescribed 
by Buddha. 

U pali: He was the repository of Vinaya rules and one of tbe. 
most eminent disciples of Buddha. He belonged to a barber's. 
family of Kapilavastu. He accompanied the saky an youths to­
the Anupiya grove and was given all the ornaments discarded 
by the youths at the time of their ordinat10n. He hesitated 
to take them and decided to become a monk. He was ·first. 
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-ordained by the Teacher himself in ::>rder to humble the pride 
-of birth of the sakyan nobles, who had to salute him being 
-senior to them as a monk 

Chand aka: He was the attendant and charioteer of Prince 
Siddhartha. He also joined the order when Buddha paid his 
first visit to Karilavastu. 

Aniithapit:u/ika and his gift of Jetavana : After his 
return from Kapilavastu while Buddha was staying at 
Sitavana, the cemetery on the outskirt of Rajagrha, a 
fabulously rich banker of Kosala, called Sudatta, came to 
Rajagrha and stayed at the house of his friend, a banker of 
Magadha. He camt: to know that the renowned Teacher 
was at SHavana, and so he went there to meet him. 

Buddh,t told him that all his riches, fame and his faith 
and reverence for Buddha and his teachings were all due to 
his past meritorious dee.:s. He was going to give him in­
structions on fila (moral virtues) and tyiiga (sacrifice) which, 
however, would just lead him to a heavenly existence, not 
free from sorrow. He therefore advised him to attain that 
state in which there would be no more sorrow due to birth, 
old age, disease and death by realising that the wordly 
phenomena were without any permanent substance and were 
just composites of some evanescent elements and qualities. 
It was one's deeds that produced miseries and happiness, 
and not his self All existent things are not without some 
cause or ot~1er. • as they are not issued out of nothing. In 
short, all objects must have a cause, 0 11 listening to these 
arguments, Anathapil)c;lika's mind become pliable and pe~­
ceived the excellence of Buddha's teachings. He then sa~d 
that he was a resident of Sravasn, a peaceful land rich ID 

produce, and the king of the country was noble and renowne~, 
called Prasenajit of the family of Lion. He ex.pressed his 
desire to build a monastery there for the use of Buddha. 

sariputra was entrusted with the duty of choosing a 
suitable site at sra vasfi. With him Anathapil)<;lika went 
about to find out a pleasant site and spotted upon the gacden 

I' 
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of Prince Jeta. As the prince was very fond of his garden .. 
he said that be could part with it if the buyer could cover lt 
with gold coins. Anathapil).c;lika rejoiced at the offer and 
began to unload on the garden cartloads of gold pieces. The 
prince said that he did not actually agree to sell the land and so 
the matter was taken to the law court. When the prince learnt 
that the land was intended for a monastery for Buddha and bis. 
disciples, he said that he would take half of the gold for the 
land only and the trees would remain his property. He was 
awe-inspired by hearing the name of Buddha and wanted 
to make a gift of the trees to him as his share of the 
offering. Then AnathapiQc;lika offered the lancl and Prince­
Jeta the trees to sariputra on behalf of Buddha and his 
Sangha. Then under the supervision of sariputra. huge­
halls were erected by masons working day and night and­
these were so nice in architecture that they surpassed the 
beauty of royal palaces. The monastery became very popular 
and made the streets of Sravasti shine with yellow robed 
monks.1 

Buddha went to Sra.vasti from Kapilavastu. The monastery 
of Jetavana looked like a richly decorated palace full of 
flowers and incense and was made in every way worthy of 
residence of the great Teacher. On Buddha's arrival Anatha­
pit).<;lika made a gift of the land and the monastery to Buddha 
and his Sangha of the four quarters by pouring water from a 
dragon-shaped waterpot of gold. 

1 There is not much disparity in the different biooraphies of 
Buddha about the chronology of events up to his first vi~i~ to Kapila­
vastu. In the Pali texts it is stated that Buddha returned from Kapila­
vastu to Rajagrha where he met AnathapiIJ.<1.ika for the first time and 
accepted his invitation to Sravasti, whereas in the Sanskrit texts this 
meeting of Buddha with AnathapiIJ.cJika is placed before Buddha's visit 
to Kapilavastu and it is stated that Buddha went from Kapilavastu to 
Sravasti where he spent the third rainy season retreat. According to the 
Pali tradition Buddha spent the second, third and fourth vassiis at 

Rajagrha. 
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Prasenajit (Pasenadi) : On receiving the news of Buddha's. 
arrival in the city, King Prasenajit hurried to the monastery 
with his royal equippage and saluted him reverently and. 
expressed his great joy at the good fortune of his king­
dom blessed as it was with the footsteps of a great 
saint. 

Buddha ohserved the mental leanings of the king for 
wealth and pleasures and so he referred to past kings who. 
went to heaven for good deeds or suffered in hells for evil 
acts. He admonished the king to refrain from oppressing the· 
people or destroying living beings, to subdue his senses, to 
forsake unrighteous doctrines and to follow the right path and 
lastly, to avoid the false teacher encouraging extreme 
austerities and propounding wrong views. He asked him to 
observe the rules of kingly conduct and not to exalt himself 
over others, to exercise his reason and to meditate deeply on 
the impermanence of earthly objects. 

It is doubtful if these instructions produced any effect on 
King Prasenajit's mind, for the king did neither give up his. 
beliefs in Brahmai:iic rituals and sacrifices nor did his regard. 
for the heretical teachers decrease. 

Heretical teachers: their discomfitures: The heretical' 
teachers and their followers were gradually losing their bold 
upon the people with the increase of popularity of Buddha 
and his Sai1gha. There are a few stories in the Pali texts 
about their discomfiture at the hands of Buddha and bis 
disciples. 

The first was the offer, by a rich banker (set1hi) of Raja­
grha, of a red sandal~wood bowl placed on a high bamboo­
pole to any recluse who could rise up in the air and take it. 
None of the heretics possessed that power and so they were 
all disappointed. Pil)c;lola Bharadvaja was passing by that 
way at the time. He heard of the offer from a devotee of his, 
and in order to establish the greatness of Buddha and bis· 
Sangha, he came flying through the air and took it. When 
this matter was reported to Buddha, be disapproved of the· 
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show of miraculous powers by his disciples and forbade all 
monks from exhibiting any such power. . __ 

The second relates to the great pestilence raging in Vaisalt, 
from which its suffering inhabitants could find no escape. 
They approached all the heretical teachers, who however, 
failed to give them any relief. They at last approach~d 
Buddha, who, with a view to alleviate their sufferings. paid 
a visit to VaisalI. As soon as he stepped into the city, the 
pestilence ceased, and all the inhabitants felt happy a nd 

relieved. 
The ·third deals with the miracle shown by Buddha at 

Sav.;tthI, qfgro'?'ing a mango-tree in a few minutes. and then 
w~lking. in the air-. as he did at the time of his visit to 

K;pil_avas_tu ... By_ the exhibition of this miracle before a large 
copcou~se o.f. supje_cts of King Prasenajit, Buddha once more 
•Outshone the heretical teachers, and humiliated them in the 
presence of the congregation. 

Cifzcii mii,:zavikii: Failing to compete with Buddha in the 
·Contest of superhuman powers. the heretical teachers made 
an atiempt to discredi.t .h.i.m by foul means. They engaged a 
cunning bl}t;-beautiful woman Ciika manavika, who was one 
<;>f their. d~votees,:to. throw dir~.on • Buddha's character. Every 
evening she was asked to go to,. th~.Jet-a~ana monastery. to spcod 
the night s.o~ewhere else and at d~~-n to make a show as if 
she: w_as COffi;l·~g~ o.ut; !i>f ~etavana,c . Ciiica: acted according to 
their;dir.ectjons a~nd afte.r ~0me ti-~~ w.hen B~ddha was once 
delivering discou_i;s_es, she ;ppea~ed the~e.as a pregnant woman 
and attributed be~ pregnancy •to Buddh~~ .The god Indra was 
shockc:d a~ .. this perfidy; of the woman. a,~d. exposed . her 
wickedness to ~e • assembled ,people ·by proving that she 
was not actually ,pregnant. 

Dispute between Sakyuns and Koliyans: Whiie Buddha 
was staying at Sravasti, a bitter quarrel occ\lrred between 
.the Sakyans and the Koliyans, who were related to the 
Teacher by the father's and mother's side. The quarrel 
was due to t,he right of drawing water from the river 
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Rohil).i, which flowed between the territories of the two 
tribes. The Koliyans put up a dam across the stream 
and diverted it to irrigate their own fields of crops, 
which needed just one more watering to ripen them. 
The Sakyans would not listen to their demand and reasoning, 
and said that they were not going to part with their red gold, 
blue sapphires and black coins for purchasing food grains 
from their neighbours. They abused each other, referring to 
the blemishes in their lines of descent. Such mutual recrimina­
tions led to a battle-array on both sides of the river Rohi1_11, 
and also to some loss of lives. Buddha did not like 
that his relatives should fight among themselves. He there­
upon went to the spot and tried to educate them on the evil of 
mutual jealousies by illustrative stories and discourses. By 
his personal influence he was able not only to stop the fight 
·but also to persuade many of them to join bis order as monks 
The skirmishes widowed many women who flocked around 
Mabaprajapati and prevailed upon her to form an order 
of nuns. When Buddha paid his first visit to Kapilavastu, 
Mahaprajapati requested the Teacher to make some provision 
for the spiritual training of women but her request was turned 
down on the ground that women were better suited for house­
hold life and should earn merits by becoming lay-devotees, 

Forniation of the order of nuns: In the fifth year of his 
ministry when Buddha was at Vaisali, he went to Kapilavastu 
to see king Suddhodana lying in his death-bed. After the 
Icing's death, he returned to VaisalI, where came also the grief­
stricken Mahaprajapati along with the Sakyan and Koliyan 
ladies, whose husbands had died or become monks previously. 
AU of them put on yellow robes and bad their heads 
shaven. She appealed again to Buddha to form the order 
of nuns._ At the intervention and pers asion of Ananda, 
he sanctioned the formation of the orde~ of nuns, provided 
the nuns agreed to the eight disabilitiesi imposed by him on 

1 See infra 

8 
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them. Mahaprajapati reluctantly accepted the conditions and 
formed the order of nuns with a large number of women. 

Buddha is said to have passed the sixth rainy season re­
treat at Mankula Hill, which has not yet been identified, nor 
it is referred to in any of the discourses. It may be a lonely 
place located near sravasti, wherefrom Buddha paid his visit 
to the Trayastri:qisa heaven. 

In the seventh year of his ministry, Buddha went up to 
Trayastrirhsa heaven to impart instructions to his mother 
Maha.ma.ya, then a goddess there. In the Pali texts he is said 
to have spent the seventh rainy season retreat there. In 
later traditions, preserved in the Atthasalin"i. it is said 
that Gautama Buddha being a mortal, had to come down to 
the earth every day at meal-time to take his food, which 
Sariputta kept ready for him. After taking his meal he gave 
Sariputta the gist of the teachings imparted by him to his 
mother ; this gist happened to be the synopsis (matika), which 
was developed by Sariputta into the Abhidhamma-pifaka and' 
handed down by him to his disciples. 1 

After the delivery of his discourses at Trayastrimsa heaven. 
Buddha finally came down to Jambudvipa at Sankasya (west 
of Fatehgarh in the district of Farrukhabad). His descent 
was a favourite subject for the ancient sculptors, who represen~ 
ted the scene by depicting a ladder touching the earth. 

Kausambz: After spending the eighth rainy season retreat 
on the Surhsumara hill in the Bhagga country, where Buddha 
was entertained by Bodbirajakumara, son of King Udena of 
KausambI, he passed on to KausambI where he spent the ninth 
:var.ya, and the tenth in a nearby forest called. Parileyyaka. 
The main incident at KausambI was the quarrel between the 
Vinayadharas and the Dhammakathikas, caused by a minor 
laches on the part of the teacher of the Dhammakathikas. The 
quarrel went to such a length that even the intervention of 
Buddha failed to make up the difference. Out of disgust for-

1 AtthasiilinI, p. 16. 
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the quarrelsome nature of the monks and laymen of KausambI, 
Buddha retired to a forest called Parileyyaka and preferred to 
be served there by an elephant and a monkey. At this attitude 
of the Teacher, the monks and laity of Kausambi came to 
their senses and made up their differences and went to Bhaga­
van for asking his forgiveness. On this occasion Buddha 
delivered discourses on the evil of discord among monks. 

The only other legend associated with Kausambi was the 
attempt of Magal)9iya's father, to get his very beautiful 
daughter, Magal)9iya, married to Buddha, though her mother, 
who could read the signs of men, protested against such an 
attempt. On Buddha's remaining unconcerned about the offer, 
Magal)9iya felt insulted and resolved to take revenge on him. 
For her exquisite beauty, she become the queen of Udena of 
Kausamb1, and on one occasion she plotted to bring into dis­
repute her co-wife Sarnavati (see p. 128) for her great devotion 
towards Buddha, but her sinister motive was ultimately found 
out by the king. 

Kr$i Bharadviija: Jn the eleventh var$ii. Buddha took his 
residence at DakkhiQagiri in the Brahmal).a village of Ekanala. 
near Rajagrha. At that time a rich Brahma-').a called Kr~i­
Bharadvaja celebrated the ploughing fest,ival. Buddha con­
sidered the occasion as a suitable one for converting the 
Brahmai:ia. who had much accumulated merits to his credit. 
lie therefore went to the place of festivities and took his seat 
on a high mound, emitting rays of light from bis body. This 
miracle attracted the attention of the people, who flocked 
round him and paid him homage. This displeased the Bra­
hmal).a, who scoffed at Buddha, saying that he was an idler 
and not a farmer earning his bread by the sweat of his brow. 
Buddha claimed that he was also a farmer, but only of a 
different type. He said that his ploughing field was dharma, 
Which had to be cleaned of weeds of desires, and needed 
cultivati_on by the plough of knowledge, the seed to be sown 
was punty While watering and tending of seeds were to be 
done by the ethical observances, and the harvest was Nirval)a. 
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This reply of Buddha brought about a sudden change in the 
mind of the Brahmal).a, who became then and there an ardent 
devotee of the Teacher. _ _ _ 

Veraiija: From Ekanala Buddha went to sravastl, wher: 
he was invited by a few Brabmal).as of Veraiija, near_ M~th~ra 
( = Vairarubba in South Paiicala). He accepted the mvit~~ion 
to spend there the 12th varsii. In the Sarvastivada tradition. 
it is said that Buddha visited the place at the invitation of the 
Brahmal).a ruler of Vairambha, king Agnidatta. It so happen­
ed that during the residence of Buddha and his disciples there, 
a famine broke out and the residents of the place failed to 
supply food to the monks. King Agnidatta, it is said, at the 
instigation of his Brahmal).a ministers, who disliked the pre­
sence of Buddha at the place, forbade his subjects to give any 
alms to the monks. Fortunately, a caravan of horse-dealers 
was passing through the place at the time, carrying barley­
grains for their horses. They offered a measured quantity of 
these grains to the monks and thereby saved them from com­
plete starvation. It is said that a female devotee of Buddha 
used to pound the grains meant for horses and made them fit 
for human consumption. The monks lived on the rationed 
food supplied by the horse-dealers and passed the varsa there, 
complying with the disciplinary rule of spending the varsa at 

o?e place. At the end of the varsa, king Agnidatta came to 

his senses, realised his mistake, became repentant and sought 
pardon of the Teacher, who readily forgave him and accepted 
his invitation for the day. Buddha along with his disciples 
left the place and passed through Soreyya, Sankasya, Kanauj. 
Allahabad and reached Banaras. 

Mahakatyayana: While staying at Banaras, Buddha 
came across Mahakatyayana, who become one of his most 
distinguished disciples. He was a son of the royal priest of 
king CaI).c;la Pradyota of AvantL After the death of bis father 
he succeeded to the office of the royal priest. He was deputed 
by the king to invite Buddha to his country. With seven com­
panions he went to Buddha and after listening to his teach-
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ings he became an arlzat. He conveyed the king's invitation 
to Buddha, who however declined to go to AvantI and said 
that Katyayana would now be able to explain the doctrines to 
the king. In Ujjeni, Mahakatyayana dwelt mostly at 
Kuraragharapapata in a hut in the Makkara-kata forest but 
he spent much of his time in Magadha and Kosala, explaining 
lucidly the terse and enigmatic sayings of the Teacher. He 
established a centre of Buddhism in Ujjeni. He converted 
there the rich seghi's son sroi:ia Kotikari:ia and a few Bra­
hmaQ.ai: of the locality. This centre of Buddhism attained 
importance a century after Buddha's death at the time of the 
Second Buddhist Synod, and was greatly enlarged by Asoka 
and his queen, the mother of Mahinda and Sanghamitta. 

The disciples of Buddha, after passing through the ordeal 
at Verafija, became very emaciated and were invited by 
Mabaoama, the rich sakyan relative of the Teacher 
and the foster-father of Ambapali. Buddha accepted the 
invitation and passed the 13th varsa at Caliya hill near 
Kapilavastu, where he and his monks, under the care of 
Mahana.ma, regained their normal health and vigour. 

The 14th and 15th varsiis were passed by the Teacher at 
Sravasti and Kapilavastu respectively, and no event of impor­
tance is associated with the two places during these two varsas. 

The 16th varsa was spent by the Teacher at .Alavi, a place 
near sravasti. The only important event at this place was 
the conversion of the .Alavaka Yaksa and of the son of the 
king of Alavi. • 

The 17th and 19th var$iis were passed by the Teacher at 
Rajagrha and the 18th again at the Caliya hill. The rest of 
the var.yiis were spent by him at Sravasti. 

The traditional 1ist 1 of var$iis should not be taken as a 
chronological account of the Teacher's ministry. Ile preached 
in different places during the nine dry months of the year and 
spent the rains at a particular place, as mentioned above. 

1 Cf. Roerich, The Blue Annals, I, p. 21-22. 
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There were also several disciples who came to the Teacher 
from far off countries like Gandhara, Avanti and Ai:lga 
throughout the year. The number of converts was quite large 
and all are not mentioned in the texts. We come across also 
names of many persons and places1 to whom and where 
Buddha delivered his discourses. 

Asvagho~a2 furnishes us with a list of prominent converts. 
It cannot be taken as a chronological list, but it gives us oDe 
of the oldest traditions regarding the missionary activities of 
the Teacher : 

1. Jyotiska, son of a fabulously rich banker of Rajagrha, 
was one of the five persons of immeasurable wealth 
(amitabhogii). He however gave away all his possessions, 
became a monk and attained arhathood, 

2. Jzvaka must have been a very renowned physician 
in Buddha's days. In Pali tradition, it is said that king 
Bimbisara selected Salavati, the most beautiful maiden 
found in Rajagrha, to be the royal courtezan, who could be a 
rival to the courtezan Amrapali of VaisalI. Sala.van gave 
birth to Hvaka, and according to the custom of the courtezan, 
left him in a forest. Abhaya, son of king Bimbisara also by a 
courtezan, discovered the baby and adopted him as his son. 
for which Jivaka was given the appellation Komarabhacca 
(Kumarabbftya, i.e., bred and brought up by a prince).' 
When Jivaka had grown up, he came to know of his undesi­
rable parentage and decided to earn his livelihood by 
becoming a physician. He went to Tak~asila where he 
:Was Welcomed by the king of the country, Pu~karasari. 

1 For an idea of the sites and discourses see Early Monastic 
Buddhism, vol. I. 

2 Buddlzacarita, XXL 
3 A1iguttara Commentary, I, p. 220. 
4 In Sanskrit tradition (vide Gilgit lvlanuscripts, vol. III, PP· 2• 

23 fl Jivaka is described as the illegitimate son of king Bimbisara by the 
forlorn wife of a trader. He was brought up by Prince Abhaya, to 
whose care king Bimbisara entrusted the child. 
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who. at the request of Prince Abhaya, introduced 
Jivaka to the famous teacher of medical scienc~. Atreya. 
The latter found his student to be extraordinarily intelligent 
and preferred to take him as his assistant whenever be visited 
a patient. He observed that Jivaka was a wiser than himself 
and gave him his due recognition much to the chagrin of 
his fellow students. There are a number of stories as to how 
Jivaka cured Bimbisara, Cal).t;la Pradyota and other very rich 
men and women, and earned huge sums and property as his 
remuneration. There are references to his skill not only in 
medicine but also in surgery. Jivaka became anxious to 
render some service to Buddha. It so happened that Buddha 
once fell ill of stomach troubles and it is said that he was 
cured by Jivaka by making him smell some medicated flowers. 
As Jivaka gave free treatment to the monks, a large number 
-0f patients joined the Order to have free medical treatment 
at the bands of Jivaka and thereby created a problem for the 
Buddhist Sai1gha. Jivaka, it is said, became a lay-devotee 
of Buddha in the 20th year of his ministry and dedicated his 
mango-garden to the Sangha for the residence of monks. He 
advanced up to the Sotapanna stage. He was responsible for 
the introduction of the Vinaya rules permitting sick monks to 
have medical and surgical aids. Jivaka once raised the ques­
tion. whether Buddhist monks-should eat meat. 1 Buddha ex­
plained to him that a monk who practised love (,netta) to all 
beings could not deliberately ask for meat A monk remained 
always unmindful of what he took as food and so if he was 
offered meat in his begging round he might take it, pro:i?ed 
it was not specially prepared for him nor he bad any suspicion 
that the meat offered bad been prepared for him. 

3. Abhayayiijakumara was a son of kina Birobisara by a 
courtezan of U jjayinL 2 In Sanskrit tra~ition Abbaya is 
,described as the son of the courtezan Amrapali by king Bi-

1 Maiihima, I, p. 362ff. Cf. Gilgit MaJ1uscripts, III, Intro., i, p. 31 

2 Ibid., I, p_ 392; Ill, P· 169; Sa1r1yutta, V, p. 455. 
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b • - a 1 He was at first a follower of the Jainas (Nigai).tha 
m 1sar • T her· 
Nataputta} but was won over to Buddhism by the eac 
by ·solving his doubts. He ultimately became a monk a nd 

attained arhathood. 
4. sro,:za Kofivisa, son of a very rich banker of Camp_a 

(mod. Bhagalpur), the capital of Aii.ga. The palm of lus 
hand and the soles of his feet were so delicate that he could 
not walk bare-footed. He became a devoted monk and used 
to practise meditations by circumambulating (cai'zkrama~ia} 
the stupas or sacred sites, which were all used to be marked 
with the blood of his feet. Noticing the blood-marks one day, 
Buddha allowed the use of shoes to his monks, as sroi:ia 
Kotivisa declined to use shoes as a special favour. 

5. Nygrodha, a distinguished Paribbajaka, who resided 
at Udumbarikarama near Rajagrha. He criticised Buddha 
for advocating mere solitude and not encouraging agcetic 
practices, which he thought were necessary for spiritual 
advancement. His views were changed by Buddha by a 
discourse. 2 

6. U piili-gahapati of Na.land a was one of the great 
devotees and supporters of Nigai:itha Nataputta. One day he 
went to Buddha for establishing the excellence of his teacher 
and his doctrine. He was, however, silenced and won over 
by Buddha and became his devotee. His faith in the Teacher 
became greater when he was permitted to continue bis 
charity to the disciples of Nigai:itha Nataputta.3 

1. Pukkusiiti (Pu~kara-sa9i=Fo-kia-lo), king of Tak~asila 
(Gandhara) was a contemporary of king Bimbisara. The two 
kings became friends through some traders who used to carry 
on trade between Gandbara and Magadha. Pukkusati once 
sent valuable presents to Bimbisara, who in return sent a 
golden tablet, on which were inscribed important teachings 
of Buddha, Pukkusati on reading them made up his mind to 

1 In Pali tradition Vimala Kol).4afifia is mentioned as Amrapali's son-
2 D1glza, III, p. 36 f. 
3 Majjhima, I, p. 371 f. 
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become a recluse. He put on yellow robes and walked all 
the way to Rajagrha to meet Buddha who was then dwelling 
at sravasti. Buddha observed that he had accumulated 
enough merits to attain perfection and so he hurried to Raja­
grha and met Pukkusati without disclosing his identity in the 
hermitage of Bbaggava. He entered into discussion with 
Pukkusati and delivered to him the Dhiituviblzanga-sutta, when 
the latter found out that his companion was none else than 
the great Buddha to whom he then paid his homage. 1 

8. Kiitadanta was a learned Brahmana teacher, to whom 
king Bimbisara granted the income of th~ village of Khanu­
mata for the maintenance of his academy. He was going to 
celebrate a sacrifice in the Brahmanical fashion when Buddha 
intervened and persuaded him to take to righteous conduct 
and moral observances.~ 

9. Paiicasiklza was a very popular figure in the Buddhist 
texts. both Hina_yana3 and Mahayana:i He was a gandharv_a 
and as such a good musician. He played on the flute eul~gi­
sing Buddha and his teachings. He acted as an intermediary 
between Buddha and the gods. specially sakra. He was a_n 
ardent admirer and a lay-follower of Buddha. He bad as his 
Wife Bhadda Suriyavaccasa. 

10. Nandamii,til was a distinguished female lay-disciple 
of Buddha. There were two Nandamatas, one called Uttara 
and the other Velukai:i!akL It may be they were one and 
the same person with two names. i.e., Uttara Nandamata of 
VeiukaQta village. She entertained Sariputta and 0ther 
monks and thereby earned great merits. She became a 
Sakadiigii.mi.~ The conversion of Velukantaki Nandamata 
lllight have taken place in the eleventh ~~ar of Buddh~'s 
ministry. She was also noted for her ability to roemonse 

1 ]'l,fajjhima, III, pp. 237-47. 

2 Digha, I, p. 127 f. ; see above, p. 65 fn. 5_ 

3 Digha, II, p. 263 f. 
4 samiidhiriijaslitra, p. 274-
5 .,4 ii,guttara, I, pp. 26, 88; II, p. 164; IV, p. 348. 
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-some texts of the Pitaka, particularly the Pariiya{zavagga of 
the Suttanipiita. 

11. Visakhii was the daughter of Dhanafijaya, son of 
MeQ.9aka, a very rich banker of Anga1 and a devotee of Buddha 
She was born in the city of Bhaddiya. At the request of 
King Prrsenajit, Dhanafijaya was sent by king Bimbisara to 
Kosala where he settled at Saketa. When Visakha reached 
her marriageable age, she was selected by Migara, another 
rich banker of sravastI for his son Punnavaddhana. Migara 
was a follower and supporter of Nigal).ih·a Nitaputta and his 
sangha, and wanted his son's wife Visakha to be worshipful 
,to them. She however declined to comply with her father­
in-law's directions and, after overcoming some difficulties, she 
was.able to make her father-in-law a devotee of Buddha. 

Visakha used to feed 500 monks daily. She was granted 
permission by Buddha to give robes to the bbikklrns during 
the rainy season, bathing clothes to nuns, food to all monks 
and nuns coming to SavattbI, medicine to the sick and rice­
gruel to every monk and nun. She erected the Pubbararoa 
monastery, known also as the Migaramatupasada. 

12. S01Jada,:icja (Srol).adal).<;la) was a famous teacher of 
Brahmai:iical sastras. He lived at Campa, the capital of 
Anga and was maintained by king Bimbisara by the grant of 
a village. He once met Buddha and had a talk with him about 
the superiority of Brabmai:ias by birth. He was however 
convinced by Buddha that not birth but moral virtues coun­
ted in determining the superiority or inferiority of a person. 
Sol).adai:iqa was much older than Buddha but he declared 
.himself as a lay-follower of the Teacher.2 

13-14. Keniya (Kaineya-:r~i) and Sela (saila-r~i) were 
,two Jatila ascetics,3 who were converted to Buddhism 
towards the end of Buddha's life. Kaineya r~i, on listening to 

1 See Gilgit Manuscripts, III, i, Intro., p. 32f: for details about 

Mei:iC,haka. 
2 Digha, I. 
3 Gilgit Manuscripts, III, i, p. 259f. 
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Buddha's discourses on the four truths, became highly 
impressed and advanced spiritually to the A niigiimi stage. 
He offered to Buddha eight kinds of fruit-drinks, which 
were accepted by him and were also allowed by him to 
the monks under certain conditions. Kaineya invited him 
and bis monks to a meal in his hermitage. saila-r~i. who, on 
hearing of Buddha's merits as well as those of his Saiigha, 
became anxious to join the Sa1igha. Before meal-time be 
with bis 500 followers approached Bhagavan and got admission 
into the Sai1gha as ordained monks. When Kaineya was serv­
ing food to the monks, he found to his pleasent surprise that 
his friend Saila along ,vith his disciples was seated among the 
monks. Kaineya thereupon decided to join the Buddhist 
order and sought ordination from the Teacher on the following 
day. 1 Their training was entrusted to Mahakapphina, Sariputta 
.and Moggallana. 

15. Atigulimii/a was a son of the priest of king Prasenajit 
of Kosala. His father was Bhaggava or Gagga, and mother 
Mantani. He was sent to Tak~asila, where he surpassed his 
comrades in academic attainments, and this roused the 
jealousy of his fellow-mates, who managed to create a split 
between the Acarya and Angulimala. In order to get rid of 
Angulimala, the Acarya asked him to procure 100 human 
fingers as his remuneration. A1igulimala, as in duty bound, 
went to Kosala, laid himself ambush at the cross-roads, killed 
99 men and collected their fingers. Accidentally the 100th 
victim of his was going to bl! his mother. Buddha discovered 
that Axigulimala had great merits to his credit and that all 

1 . I~ the Pali tradition, the account of the conversion of Keniya and 
.Sela 1s given as follows: -

:K.cniya and Sela belonged to Apana in A. Th former was a rich _ . . uga, e . 
Brahmai:ia, While the latter was a distinguished Brahmanical teacher with 
manY students. They were followers of the Jatilas, Keniya met Buddha 
and offe~ed him and his monks, sweet drinks and listened to bis teach­
ings, w~ich made a good impression 011 Sela, who thereupon became a 
Iay-d1sc1ple of Buddha along with Keniya (S N" -ia p 102ff). utta 1pa , • 
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would be lost if he committed the deadly sin of matricide­
He hurried to the wait!ng place of Anguliroala and became 
the 100th person. By his extraordinary power he brought 
Angulimala to his sense and then addmitted him into his 
Sangha. Soon after Angulimala attained arhathood. This 
conversion took place in the twentienth year of Buddha's 
ministry .1 

16. Brahmiiyu was a Btahmal).a teacher of Mithila. Be 
was 129 yeas old when Buddha visited Videha. He sent his 
pupil UttaramaQ.ava to find out if Buddha possessed all the 
thirty-two signs of great men. Receiving an affirmative answer 
from Uttara, he met Buddha at Makhadeva mango garden. He 
invited Buddha and his monks to his house and entertained 
them for a week. He died soon after this meeting and be­
came an Aniigiim"i. 2 

17. Mahiili was a Licchavi and probably a follower of 
Piiral).a Kassapa and believed in the existence of soul and 
body. He met Buddha at Kutagarasala in Vesali and listened 
to Buddha's discourses on the eightfold path and other topics5 

and became a devotee of Buddha. 
18. S-iha was a Licchavi general and a follower of 

Nigal).!ha Nataputta. He was wrongly informed about 
the teachings of Buddha. Once along with many L iccr..a­
vis, he met Buddha and was much impressed by his teach­
ings. He invited Buddha and his disciples to bis house, served 
a meal with meat, which brought forth vehement criticism from 
the followers of Nigai:itha Nataputta. This was made an occasion 
for Buddha's laying down the five restrictions to be observed 
by monks in taking meat."' Siha with many Licchavis became 
lay-disciples of Buddha. He was permitted to continue his. 
charities to the Nigal).thas, for which his devotion to Buddha 
increased further. 

1 Majjhima, II, 103-4. 
2 Ibid, II, p. 146. 
3 D"igha I, 150. 8; Sm!lyutta, III, 68 f. 
4 Vinaya, I, p. 233 f; IV, p. 179; see above, pp. 110, 119. 
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19. Saccaka was a teacher of the Licchavis and a devoted 
follower of Nigai:itha Nataputta. He was defeated in a con­
troversy with Buddha (Ciila-Saccakasutta) and became his 
follower. His four daughters, after discussion with Sariputta, 
joined the order of nuns. 1 

20, Janusso~1i was a rich and distinguished Brahmai:ia 
teacher. He used to meet Buddha often at Jetavanavibara 
and had discussions with him on diverse topics. He was the 
royal priest of the king of Kosala. He probably became a 
lay-devotee of Buddha. 

21. Vakkali (Sans. Vakrapali) belonged to a cele-
·brated Brahmai:ia family of Sravasti. He became a bhik~u 
and developed great faith in Buddha. He was told by Buddha 
that be could see him truly if he could have an insight into his 
dhamma. One day he was going to commit suicide by throwing 
himself down the precipice of Grdhrakuta when he was stopp­
ed by Buddha, who gave him directions for meditations and 
other practices. He however ended his life by a knife, and 
when he was feeling excruciating pain, he attained arhathood 

but died then and there. 
22. Bavar"i was the royal priest of the king of Kosala. He 

became an ascetic, went to Dak~i1;apatha and dwelt in a hermi­
tage on the bank of the Godavar"i in Assaka. His disciples met 
Buddha at Rajagrha.z They listened to Buddha's discourses 
and became arhats while one of them, Pingiya, a nephew of 
Bavari, remained an ancigami. Pi11giya returned to Bavari and 

recounted to him what he had learnt from Buddha. Hearing 
I>ingiya's exposition of Buddha's teaching Bavari also attained 
arhathood. 

23. Sunakkhatta, a Licchavi prince of Vesali, became th e 
l·r He personal attendant of Buddha towards the end of bis 1 e. 

remained with Buddha for some time but felt dissatisfied be­
cause Buddha refrained from exhibiting miraculous powers and 

answering his queries about the beginning of the world- He 

1 lvfaiihima, I, p. 234 f. 
-.:-1 th B- ·, • -ta P· 194• 2 ror e route taken by avan s disciples, see suttamPa ' 



126 MISSIONARY LIFE OF BUDDHA 

left the Buddhist Sangha and became a disciple of Korakhatt!ya .. 
then of Kal).q.aramasaka, and lastly of Patikaputta in admira­
tion of their ascetic practices, which were disapproved by 

Buddha.1 

To Asvagho~a's list of distingui:.hed converts the follow-
ing may be added : -

24. Subhiiti, a nephew of Anathapit:ic_lika, became a monk 
on the day of the ceremonial gift of Jetavana by his uncle to 

Buddha. He perfected himself in mettii-bhavanii (universal 
amity). In many Mahayana texts, Subhuti is mentioned as 
an interlocutor but there is no evidence to show that he was 
the nephew of Anathapil).q.ika. 

25. Mahakot1hita, a very learned Brahmal).a, became a 
monk and attained arhathood, with proficiency in analytical 
knowledge (patisambhida). In Sanskrit tradition2 appears 
the biography of Kau~thila, who is described as the maternal 
uncle of Sariputta, and as a pastmaster in Brahmanic siistras. 
He went to the south for learning the Lokayata doctrine, and 
there he became a Parivrajaka called Dirghanakha. In the Maj­
jhima Nikaya3 there is the Dzghanakhasutta, which was deliver­
ed by Buddha for the benefit of Dighanakha paribbajaka, but 
the Sutta benefited Sariputta more than Dighanakha as it 
helped the former to get his mind freed from all impurities 
{Siiriputtassa pafisancikkhato anupiidiiyva iisavelzi citta,rt 
vimucci). It is very likely that Koghita was KauHhila of the 
Sanskrit texts, also known as Dirghanakha Parivrajaka. 

26. Revata Khadiravaniya. the younger brother of 
Sariputta, retired from home-life and became a monk. He 
preferred meditation in the forests. 

27. PiJJ,cf,ola Bharadviija, a son of the priest of King Udena. 
of KosaIPbI, mastered the Brahmanic siistras. After becoming. 
a monk he acquired the six higher powers (abhifiriii). 4 

1 Digha, Patikasutta. 
2 Gilgit Manuscripts, III, iv, pp. 15, :'.2. 
3 Majjhima, I, pp 491-501. 4 See above, p. 78 n. 
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28. Mahiikappina, a very rich landowner of the extreme­
north-western part of India, heard about the name and fame· 
of Buddha from the traders. who visited bis country for trade. 
He was ordained by Buddha himself with the words "ehi 
bhikkhu". He became an arhat and an excellent preacher of 
the Dbamma, In Sanskrit he is called MahakapphiQa.1 

29. So{za KotikarJ~za. a rich man of Avanti, became a lay­
devotee and then a disciple of Mabakaccayana. He was. 
deputed by his preceptor to Buddha to entreat him to relax 
Vinaya rules specially for the Sangha of the border countries. 
(paccantimajanapada) including Avanti.2 There is a long 
story dealing with the biography of sroi;ia KotikarQa in the­
Mulasarvastivada Vinaya.3 

30. Raf!hapiila was born in a Brahmal)a family of the village 
Thullakotthita in the land of Kurus. He beard a discourse of 
Buddha delivered at Thullakotthita and made up his mind to· 
become a monk. He bad to obtain his parents' consent by 
having recourse to fasting. He became a monk and attained 
arhatship. After becoming an arhat he paid a visit to his home· 
and accepted only rice-gruel wh_ich was being thrown away 
by the maid-servant of the house. His parents and wife made 
a futile attempt to make him revert to the household life. 
There is a Mahayana text called Rii~trapiilapariprcchii, in 
which Buddha gave answer to the queries of Ra~trapala about 
the practices leading to the attainment of bodhi (bodhicarya). 

31- Khemii was born in Sa.gala (Sialkot) in the land of the 
Madras. Her exquisite beauty attracted the attention of 
king Bimbisara, who made her his chief queen. As she came 
to knOv:' that Buddha bated infatuation for physical bea~ty, 
of which she was so very proud, she avoided meetmg 
him. One day she was made to meet the Teacher by a con• 
trivance devised by the king. Buddha observed her mentat 

1 Gilgit Manusc,-ipts, III, iv, p 88 
2 Vinaya, Ma/zal'Qgga, V, 13 
3 Gilgit Manusc,-ipts, III, iv, p. xvii; Divya 11adiina, PP· l-24• 
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leanings and also her accumulated merits, and so by his 
miraculous power be made her realise the evanescence of 
beauty and worldly existence. She then and there developed 
insight into the Truth and, with the consent of the king, she 
-retired from worldly life and joined the order of nuns. She 
became an expert in the exposition of abstruse doctrines. 

32. Sami.ivafi was tbe daughter of a setthi, who lost all his 
possessions on account of a famine. After the death of her 
father she' was adopted as a daughter by Ghosaka setthi of 
Kosambi:. She was very beautiful and was taken in marriage 
by king Udena of Kosambi, much against the will of Ghosaka. 
She heard from her maid-servant Khujjuttara about the great­
ness of Buddha and his teaching, and developed faith in him. 
On account of her great devotion for Buddha and through the 
the machination of her co-wife Maga1).9iya, she incurred the 
displeasure of the king, who, however, in course of time, 
realised his mistake and made amends for it. She as well as 
her maid-servant Khujjutara continued to be the lay-devotees 
of Buddha and even prevailed upon king Udena to invite 
Buddha and his disciples to the palace for meals. 

Buddha's Last Journey : • After completing his work of 
propagating his teachings and organizing the monastic 
institutions Buddha made up his mind to enter into pari­
nirvi.ilJa. To lay down his mortal remains at Kusinagara be 
decided to leave Rajagrha. Vassakara Brahmal).a, the gover­
nor of Pataliputra, on receiving the news of Buddha's depar­
ture from Rajagrha went to him and enquired in the name of 
king Ajatasatru how the Vajjians could be conquered. In 
reply Buddha spoke of certain practices and virtues of the 
Vajjians, which maintained their invincibility. After leaving 
Rajagrha, Buddha passed through Ambalaghika, Nalanda 
(Pavarikambavana) and reached Pataligama, which was then 
a mere village left to the care of two Brahmal).a officers, 
Sunidha and Vassakara, of king Ajatasatru. The two officers 
were instructed by the king to fortify the town against the 
attack of neighbouring enemies, particularly the Vajjians. 
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Buddha and his Sa11.gha were entertained by the devotees of 
Pataligama including the Brahmal)a officials, who, out of 
reverence for Buddha, named the gate and the landing place 
by which Buddha left Pataligama as Gotamadvara and 
Gotamatittha respectively. 

After leaving Pataliputta, Buddha passed through Kotigama 
and Nadika (Giiijakavasatha) and reached VaisalI (Amba­
palivana) delivering discourses at each of his halting places. 
On receiving the news of Buddha's artival in her Mango gar­
den, the courtezan Ambapali came to invite him and his 
Sangha to her residence for forenoon meals. When AmbapalI 
was returning home, she met the Licchavi nobles, who were 
forestalled by her in having the privilege of offering meals 
to Buddha and his Sa1igha. She was offered by them a price 
for giving up the privilege, but she declined and made elabo­
rate arrangements for welcoming the Teacher and his disciples 
and gave them food to her heart's content. After the meal­
offering, she donated her Ambavana for the residence of 
monks. Buddha complimented her for her charity and piety, 
and instructed her to realise the impermanence of wealth and 
beauty and to look upon religion as the best ornament. He 
addressed the Licchavis also and advised them to follow the 
right path of good conduct and to subdue pride and lust for 
pelf and power. He warned them against the heretical teachers 
who claimed purity by taking the life of an animal or by hav­
ing three ablutions daily, or by performing fire-sacrifices or 
by practising austerities without moral rectitude. 

After staying for some time in the Mango.grove of Amba­
pali, Buddha with his Sangha proceeded to Beluvagama to 
spend the rainy season retreat there. He fell very ill but he 
suppressed his illness, as be thought that it would not be proper 
for him to attain parinirva~ia without giving prior intimation 
to his innumerable devotees. Ananda felt very happy to find 
the Teacher again in good health and said that he knew 
that he could not depart from this world without giving 
last instructions to his disciples. He was however told by 

9 



130 MISSIONARY LIFE OF BUDDHA 

the Teacher that he was eighty years old and was carrying on 
his body as a rickety chariot. His true disciples should not 
expect from him active guidance. should be self-reliant and 
depend on his teachings (attad'ipo attasara,:zo. dhammadipo 
dhammasara,:zo anai'ii'iasara~w) and practise the four kinds of 
smrtyupasthlinas (self-recollectedness). 

Buddha returned to Vaisali: and told Ananda that he liked 
the Cetiyas of the place, viz., Udena, Gotamaka, Sattambaka, 
Bahuputta. Sarandada and Ca.pa.la. While staying at Capala 
cetiya, he told Ananda that one who had mastered the four 
rddhipadas (power of concentration) of (i) will, (ii) thought. 
(iii) energy and (iv) investigation could, if he wished, live for 
an aeon. This hint of the Teacher could :not be grasped by 
Anand a, who missed the opportunity to beseech him to live for 
an aeon. At that moment Mara appeared before the Teacher 
and said that as he had accomplished his task of propagating 
his religion widely, making many faithful disciples, he should 
now enter into parinirva~za. Buddha agreed and said that he 
was going to lay down his mortal body after three months. 
When he made this determination. the earth quaked to confirm 
it. Ananda became mad with grief when he learnt that bis 
beloved Teacher had fixed the limit of his life. He was conso­
led by the Teacher with the words that separation from the 
dear ones was inevitable and all originated beings and objects 
must have decay and destruction. 

Buddha then had all the monks residing in and around 
Vaisa.li assemble_d at Maha van a Kutagarasala and reminded 
them that his whole teachings consisted of the thirty-seven 
Bodhipak~Iya dharmas. 1 He left Vaisali casting his last look 
at it. He then crossed Bbal).<;iagama and J ambugama and 
reached Bhoganagara where be directed his disciples to give 
special attention to observance of moral precepts (sila). medi­
tation (samiidhi), acquisition of knowledge (paiiiiii) and 

1 These are as follows: 4 Smrtyupasthana, 4 Samyakprahai;ia, 
4 E,ddhipada, 5 Indriya, 5 Bala, 7 Bodhyaii.ga, 8 Marga. (See infra). 
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attainment of emancipation (vimutti). He then gave them 
instructions for checking up the authenticity of Buddhavacana. 

From Bhoganagara he moved on to Pava and stayed at 
the mango garden of Cunda, the blacksmith's son who invited 
him for the forenoon meal. Cunda prepared siikaramaddava 
(a kind of mushroom) 1 and offered it to the monks. Buddha 
asked Cunda to serve siikaramaddava to him alone and not 
to the monks as they would not be able to digest it. He took 
it and became seriously ill with excruciating pain. He moved 
then to Kusinagara and laid himself down under a tree on a 
robe folded four times. He accepted an excellent robe offered. 
by Pukkusa Mallaputta, who became bis lay-devotee. He then 
took his bath at Kakutthii nadi and went to the Salavana of 
the Mallas at Kusinagara. The whole of VaisalI was dis­
tressed at the news of the impending demise of the Great 
Being and appeared like an orphan daughter grieving at the 
death of her father, and had no words to express her sorrow 
and weeped in silence. 

The warlike Licchavis lost all their strength and energy 
and were just enduring their sufferings with fortitude. The 
world was going to lose a mastermind and every one realised 
that all earthly existences must have an end. The learned 
monks remained seated with composure and meditated on the 
truths preached by the Teacher, and were pondering over the 
·fact that their omniscient master was going to have eternal rest. 
The gods made the Sala trees full of flowers for shedding 011 

the body of Bhagavan. They came to have their last look at 
the god of gods and Upavana, who was fanning Bhagava at 
the time, was asked by Buddha to move away so as 
not to obstruct the view of the gods assembled there. The 
gods also grieved at the thought of Buddha's impending 
demise. 

Buddha then gave the directions to his lay-disciples to 
earn merit by pilgrimage to the four places, viz., Kapilavastu, 

1 Sukaramaddava is wrongly translated by some scholars as­
'Boar's flesh," 
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Gaya, Sarna th and Kasia, sanctified by (i) Buddha's birth. 
(ii) attainment of Bodhi, (iii) delivery of first discourse and 
(vi) parinirvlil)a respectively. He gave also hints for the 
celebrations to be performed at his funeral pyre . 

.Ananda entreated Buddha to choose as the site for his 
parinirvlil)a one of the six important cities, viz., Campa, 
Rajagaha, Savatthi, Saketa, Kosambi, and VaraQasi, 
but Buddha declined and described the former greatness 
of Kusinara. The Mallas of Kusinara then rushed to Buddha's 
place of rest and offered their adoration. 

Subhadda, a heretical paribbajaka, suddenly made up his 
mind to have his ordination as a Buddhist monk directly from 
Bhagavan, who inspite of his failing health, complied with his 
wishes. 

After ordaining Subhadda, Bhagavan instructed .A11anda 
to tell his disciples that after his demise his teachings and 
disciplinary rules would be their teacher and guide, and that 
they could discard some of the minor disciplinary rules laid 
down by him, should they feel so necessary. 

He then entered into his last meditation rising from the 
first to the eighth and then came down to the first. He again 
rose from the first to the fourth and laid down his mortal 
remains for e"Ver. The event was signified by an earthquake 
_while Brahma Sahampati and Sakka, the king of gods, 
expressed their sorrow by saying that all constituted beings 
and objects must have decay, and the final decay was all that 
could be desired. Anuruddha, an arhat, referred to the 
extraordinary power of concentration of the Teacher and 
compared his departure from the mortal world and attainment 
of mental freedom to the flame of a lamp dying out, while 
Xnanda, who was not very spiritually advanced, was struck 
by the mysterious outburst of nature, grieving and shedding 
tears all ·the time. Thus ended the fleeting life of a Great 
Being, the god of men and gods, so inexorable is the law of 
miture : A'niccii vata sankharii uppiidavayadhammino. 



CHAPTER V 

The Four Truths & the Middle Pa th 
l mroductory 

Gautama Buddha. a mastermind, was no doubt \vell 
acquainted with the religious beliefs and philosophical specu­
lations prevalent in his days. He felt an inward urge to 
differ from them and give out the Truth, which he had visua­
lised, after a long course of study and training. He experi­
mented with the trodden paths for attaining perfecticn but 
found them to be inefficacious for attaining the goal. He 
could not totally shake of the age-old Indian beliefs and 
traditions, and so we find some of them incorporated in his 
teachings. He accepted only those which appeared to him 
reasonable and fitted in with his line of thinking. He rejected 
outright all those views, which might be generalised as 
Astika· (Belief in the existence of the Supreme God, the 
Creator), Nastika (Annihilationism as also Materialism), and 
Dai$tika {Determinism or Fatalism)1 or as sasvatatEternalism) 
and Uccheda (Nihilism)2 or a mixture of the two (Partial 
Eternalism and Partial Nihilism). He did not expressly refer 
to the U pani$ads or to the philosophy embodied in them but 
it is clear that he was fully cognizant of the Brahmanic view 
of JiviUman and Paramii.tman and also of the theory of origin 
of the world of beings. 3 Bearing in mind Buddha's attitude 
towards the existing beliefs and doctrines we have to ascer­
tain what was his actual teaching. 

Buddha observed that all phenomenal objects including 
the worldly beings were constituted of various mental and 
material elements, which, however, changed ceaselessly and 
were devoid of any permanent substance like the soul or the 

1 Cf. Agrawala, op. cit., pp. 382, 390 
2 See above, Chap. II, p. 2Sf. See also Kofo-vyiikhyii, V. 6. 
3 svetiisvatara Upani$ad, ch. IV. 
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elements. He developed therefrom his theory of dynamism 
and arrived at the conclution that a being should rise above 
the changing state (anitya) to an everlasting unchanging state 
of rest and peace (nitya, nirva~za). His teachings are embed­
ded in the discourses collected in the Suttapi/aka but these 
have been mixed up with so many later compositions of 
Buddha's disciples that it is very difficult to sieve out bis 
original teachings. He dealt more with the practices leading 
to Nibbana than with the exposition of Nibbana or with the 
theory of Karman. There are, however, clear and repeated 
assertions that the only reality is Nibbana, which is not 
mere negation of everything ( abhavamiitra) 1 and that all 
the constituted objects of the world are unreal. Buddha 
h1)Wever is not explicit about the nature of this unreality. 
He does not exclude the four great elements from his 
category of impermanent or unreal objects. His discourses 
do not also allow us to infer that he upheld the Vedantic 
view of illusion (maya). There are a few passages which 
lend support to the Vedantic view that the constituted· world 
is not only impermanent but also non-existent, but the ques­
tion arises whether these passages are the original sayings of 
Buddha? The Vedantic view of illusion, is, however, found 
in Mahayana texts.2 

As it is not possible to point out exactly what were the 
actual utterances of Buddha, we may accept as original those 
teachings which are repeated in several places of the Nikayas. 
Most of the traditions agree about three or four suttas having 
been delivered by Buddha, and these suttas contain substan­
tially all of his teachings. 

In the Ariyapariyesanasutta of the Majjhima Niko.ya, it is 
stated that after the attainment of bodhi, Buddha was unwill­
ing to give out the Truth realised by him, as it was so deep 
and subtle that it would not be possible for the generality of 

1 Kosa-vylikhyli., II. 55, p. 152. 
2 See Aspects etc., pp. 125, 185, 
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people to comprehend it. On second thought, however, he 
decided to explain the Truth to those who were spiritually 
advanced. This hesitation came to his mind in connection 
with the theory of causation, known as PaJiccasamuppada 
(=Prari1yasamutpada=idc11!l sati idm!l hoti=this being so that 
happens -=idappaccayata), i.e., things of the world are inter­
dependent, or the things of the world have only relative 
existence. It was this formula expressed in a versified form 
that captured the imagination of the learned recluses like 
Sariputra and Maudgalyayana. This formula was so impor­
tant that it has been dealt with in most of the Buddhist texts, 
early or late. The stanza is reproduced in the colophon of 
several Mahayana texts and is found engraved in numerous 
seals, and images of Buddha so far discovered. Hence, it is 
evident that this formula formed the keystone of Buddha's 
teachings. 

As a corollary to the above, Buddha declared that there 
could not exist a permanent and unchangeable entity as 
'soul', and that all or any of the constituents of a being, 
IOental or material. could not be identified with the permanent 
self. as, in that case, it would also be subject to decay and 
dissolution. He further taught that on realising the fact that 
the constituents of a being had only a temporary existence, 
one should remain indifferent to them and not think of them 
in the terms of "mine'' and "not mine". 

Of significant importance are his ethical and his psycho­
logical techings found in the Dhammacakkappavattana-sutta, 
the first discourse delivered by him to the five Brahmal).aS 
and in the Mahiiparinibbanasutta, his last discourse which 
was intended by him to serve as a guide to his disciples after 
his demise. 

The First Discourse 

The Dhammacakkapavattana-sutta contains the funda­
mentals of Buddha's teachings, the so-called Middle Path and 
the enunciation of the four Truths. Ethically, the middle path 
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connotes the moderate life of a recluse, i. e., the monastic 
system prescribed in the Vinaya Pi/aka. Philosophically, the 
middle path is explained as the doctrine which keeps clear 
of 1be two extreme views about the world, viz., Sasvata 
(eternalism) and Uccheda (annihilationism). 

The first part of the Sutta opens with the statement that 
one should avoid the two ·•extremes", one being the life of a 
a worldly man, performing rituals and ceremonies but at the 
same time remaining immersed in pleasures, and the other the 
life of a recluse dedicated to self-mortifications. He should 
choose a middle path, which will open up the eyes of know­
ledge and lead him ultimately to enlightenment, i.e., Nibbcma. 
By the first "extreme" evidently be had in mind the rich 
Brabmal).aS and K~atriyas, who indulged in luxuries and 
sought happiness and heavenly existence through sacrifices 
performed by professional priests (rtviks) in a grand manner 
by killing hundreds of birds and animals. By the 
second "extreme", he meant the non-Brahmanical ascetics 
who took to extreme rigorous practices like residing in a 
forest, living on a very scanty food, or starving, or undergoing 
many other hardships to control their body and mind. A 
moderate form of asceticism was approved by Buddha but it 
was not made compulsory for all of his disciples. Rejecting 
the two "extreme" paths, he recommended that his disciples 
should have just enough food, clothing and a shelter to main­
tain their physical strength, which is necessary to perform the 
duties prescribed by him. He wanted that his disciples 
should remain unconcerned about their food and clothing and 
be satisfied with whatever they got by begging without expres• 
sing their intention to have any particular food or thing 
needed by them. 

The second part of the Sutta contains the four truths 
propounded by Buddha. The fundamental aim and object of 
bis teachings is how to arrest the dynamic flow of the constitu­
ents of a living being. The ways and means for doing it are 
summed up in bis enunciation of the four truths. 
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The Four Truths 

The traditional exposition of the four truths is as follows: 
(a) The first truth is Dukklw or Suffering: Birth is suf­

fering, so are disease, old age, death, grief and lamentation 
due to the death of friends and relatives, It means also 
physical and mental pain, meeting uncongenial persons, 
separation from dear ones, disarpointment due to failure to 
obtain the desired objects. 1 

The exposition given above, as is found in the Mahavagga/ 
is meant for the people in general. D11kkha in fact does not 
bear the ordinary meaning, viz., the woes of the world. It 
means really any form of so-called existence in this world· 
whether as an animal, as a human being, as a god, or even 
as a Brahma. The implied sense is that whatever a being 
possesses in this world, be it long life, health, wealth, pro­
perty, sons or daughters, kingship of men or gods, even 
higher supernatural powers, is subject ultimately to decay. 
In other words, the combination of five aggregates (khandlzas) 

ends in suffering, and it is always accompanied with pain on 
account of constant change and ultimate decay. 

Nothing in this world is ever existing and so one should· 
eschew everything which is impermanent (anicca) and seek 
for the eternal Truth, which is ever existing (nicca). By 
"dukkha" therefore is meant ••existence in this world with 
concomitant pain and pleasures" which are without any real· 
substance (anatta) and are impermanent (aniccii). 

(b) The second truth is Dukklza-samudaya C1f Origin of 
Suffering. It is due to thirst (ta,:zhii=tr~{1ii) for worldly objects, 
thirst for re-existence as desired by the eternalists (sassata-

1 Cf. Digha, II, p. 306; Majjhima, III, p. 249f., Vibha1iga, p. 99, 
Vism., p. 498. See Vism., p. 499 for seven kinds of dukkha: dukkha­
dukkha, viparii:iamadukkha, sai1kharadukkha, paticchannadukkha, 
appaticchanna-dukkha, pariyayadukkha, nippariyaya-dukkha. Cf. A bhi­
dharmakoS:avyiikhyii, I. 8. See Bodhisattmblii'imi, ch. XVI for daS:ottara­
satiikiirm11 dubkha111. 

2 Vinaya, I, p. IO. 
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vadins), and desire for self-annihilation as sought by the 
annihilationists (ucclzedaviidins). 1 Either of such thirst 0 1 

desire is associated with a wrong view. which causes rebirth. 
The thirst is caused by the notion of 1-ness, which leads 

to self-centredness, i. e., a being wants to be the centre of all 
that is attractive in this phenomenal world but when it fails 
to achieve it, it suffers pain. 

The second truth is enlarged by the addition of the 
twelve-linked formula known as the Law of Causation 
(Paticcasamuppcida), which traces the sources of suffering to 
ignorance (avijja) of the three verities, viz., absence of a 
permanent soul ( anatta ) the root-cause of the notion of 
1-ness; momentary impermanence of all phenomenal objects 
(anicca, khm;iika); and all worldly objects being impe1manent 
are undesirables (dukkha). 

(c) The third truth is Dukkha-nirodha or the absolute 
ending of suffering by the removal of ignorance of the above· 
mentioned three veriLies. It stops the flow of worldly existen· 
ces. It is the cessation of dukkha-samudaya, complete detach· 
ment ~rom desires, relinquishment of all worldly objects and 
of desires for their possession. It is tranquil, beyond death, 
signless and free from all characteristics. It is not non· 
existent like the horns of a hare because it can be realised 
if the right means be adopted. It is, however, not a fruition 
of the right means. It is not like the eternally existing atoms 
(a?u·parama{ut) of the Vaise~ikas, because atoms, however 
nunute and subtle, are also caused, whereas Nirodha is unborn 

• (ajatarri), unoriginated (abhii.ta,zi), uncreated (akata111) and 
unconstituted (asa111khata,z1). 2 lt is called sa-upiidisesa-nirodha 
when an arhat removes all his impurities and realises 
the truth but stil) retains his body, tht- last remains ol his 

1 Diglza, II, p. 305: Kama, bhava and vibhava tanha. 
2 ltivuttaka, p. 37; Udii.na, p. 80; cf. Aspects. etc, p. 172f; cf. 

Kofavyiiklzya, I. 48; Milinda, pp. 268, 270: atthi nibbanarµ, mano· 
vififieyyarµ nibt-anarµ etc; p. 323; atthi esa nibbana-dhatu santa sukha 
pal)Itii etc. 
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past upadhi. When he lays down his mortal frame he is 
said to have anupfldisesa-nirodha, and after this he never 
takes rebirth. 

Buddha rejected both eternalism and annihilationism, 
hence the conception of Nirodha or Nibbana should be kept 
clear of these two views. He referred t0 it only by negatives 
though there are a few positive descriptions of same. e.g., it 
is existing. tranquil. happy and excellent. He said that as 
Nibba,za was transcendental. it was not possible to give any 
positive description of it by words of human creation, i.e .. 
conventional. He would therefore leave it as indescri­
bable and realisable only by the wise, the perfect within 
one's own self.1 

(d) The fourth truth is A1tha1igika-magga or the Path 
of eightfold practices. It states broadly the course of prac­
tices to be taken up by one seeking emancipation. It is 
divided into three sections: (i) moral precepts (s"ila), i.e .• 
observance of all the disciplinary rules embodied in the 
Vinaya Pi/aka, (ii) mind-control (citta) through various 
methods including meditations, and (iii) acquisition of 
knowledge (paii,ia) by comprehending the nature and cons­
titution of a being. 2 

In the Pali texts the four truths have been commented 
upon in various ways, of which the following appear to be 
a fair generalisation: pavatti (origin). nivatti (cessation). and 
tad ubhayahetu (causes of the ahove mentioned two); iilaya 
(desires), lilayiiramatii (attachment to desires). alayasamug­
ghiita (uprooting of desires). and iilayasamugghcitupaya (means 
of uprootiilg desires); 3 akusala,!1 ( evil). akusalamiilarrz 
(source of evils). kusala'f]i (good), kusalamiila,!Z (source of 
goodness);"' idarp, (this=dukkhal, hina,11 (low=dukkhasamu­
daya), pa{fitani (excellent= dukkhanirodha), imassa safifiaga-

I Paccattarp veditabbo vififiiihi. Cf. Larikiivatiil'a, p. 3: pratya-
1rnavedya. 

2 For detailed treatment, seep. 142f. 
3 Vism., p. 497. 4 Majjhima. I, p. 46. 



140 THE FOUR TRUTHS & THE l\ilDDLE PATH 

tassa nissarm:zam (getting rid of the misconceptions=dukkha­
nirodhagamin"i-pafipada).1 These various modes of expres­
sions show that the early Buddhists did not mean that the 
four truths should be confined only to the four terms: dukkha, 
samudaya, nirodha and magga. 

Besides the generalisations mentioned above, it is shllWn 
in the Mahiita,:zhasaizkhayasutta2 that in place of dukkha, any 
term can be used, e.g . food (iihiira), old age and death (jarii­
mara,:za). desire (ta,:zha), name and form (niima-rfipa) and 
ignorance (avijja). The four truths indicate the fourfold 
method of examination of an object, viz., take an object. 
ascertain its origin, determine how it decays, and enquire the 
means of its decay.3 Just as the science of medicine has four 
sections, viz., disease, its cause, its cure, and the medicines 
for its cure,4 so also the science of spiritual culture 
has four sections, viz., examination of the nature of the 
things of the world, the cause of their origin, their ultimate 
decay, and the means' that bring about the decay. In the 
Abhidharmakosa the four truths are put under two heads: 
cause and effect, or world (sa1?1sara) and cessation (nirvii,:za). 
Dukkha and samudaya are place under Sa111sara, and nirodha 
and magga under Nirvii,:za;; 

1 Majjhima, I, p. 38. 
2 M ajj/zima, I, p. 260: ahara, aharasamudaya, aharanirodha, a hara· 

nirodha-gaminipatipada, 

3 Prof. Stcherbatsky in his Conception of Nirvii1,1a, p. 55 remarks: 
"These four topics the four noble truths as the term has been inade• 
quately translated and represented as fundamental principle of 
Buddhism contain in reality no doctrine at all.'' 

4 Yogasiltra of Pataiijali, II. 15: ~:qT ~WT~• -i:Jij,o<N itm 
um:g'TT{tnf ~~mfq I ~fw{' ur~· -i:!"[oi~ I ~,u-m '"''mn~: 

~ 

5 Kosavyiikhya, VI. 4; Sogen, Systems of Buddhistic Thoughts. 
p. 60f., SiUrii/mi,kara, p. 137 
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The eflects of insight into the four truths: dukklza, samu­
daya, nirodlza, and magga leads to the removal of the follow­
ing beliefs respectively:-

(i) Belief in a self (sakkayaditthi); it shakes the mental 
tranquility of those who cling to the view that the 
constituted things are everlasting (dlmva), happy 
(suklza) and good (subha). 

(ii) Belief that there is no after-life (uccheda-di11hi) and 
that the world is a creation of the God or issued out 

• of Prakrti or Time (Kala), 
(iii) Belief in the eternality of self (sassatadi/f hi) and in 

the existence in Ariipaloka as the highest. 
(iv) Belief in non-action (akiriya-diffhi). It also leads to 

the rejection of the path of ease and pleasure and the 
path of rigorous asceticism and self-mortifications. 

After explaining in detail the ariyasaccas, Buddhaghosa1 

reminds us of the non-existence of any individual (anattii) by 
quoting the following stanza: 

Dukkham eva hi na koci dukkhito, karako na kiriya 
va vijjati 

atthi nibbuti, na nibbuto puma, maggam atthi, 
gamako na vijjati ti. 

[There is grief but none suffering from grief, there is no 
doer though there is action, there is quietude but none being 
quieted, there is the path but none going along the path]. 

It should be observed that the four truths, as explained 
above, are really not the truths for common men. It is for 
this reason they are always called Ariyasacca (Aryasatya), 
indicating by the qualifying word .. ariya" that these are 
truths only for those who have advanced spiritually and are in 
possession of one of the fruits of sanctification, viz., soti'ipatti, 
sakadiigiimi, aniigiimi and arahatta. All monks are not neces­
sarily "ariyas"; many of them are .. puthujjanas" i.e. common 
men with impurities. Only those who have at least reached 

1 Vism., p. 513. 2 Cf. Majjhima, I: Ariyapariyesanasutta. 
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the Sotiipatti stage is called an "ariya". Unless an indhi 0 

dual is an "ariya" he cannot realise that the 1-•ossession of 
wealth and property, sons and daughters is suffering. 

The Middle Path 

The fourth truth has been explained ab()ve (p. 139) very 
briefly. In the Dhammacakkappavatanasutta, it has been 
dealt with in a little more details, and so its exposition is 
taken up here again. 

According to the traditional method of exposition, the 
whole of the Buddhist discipline, as shown in th~ chart, is 
divided into three sections, which in English phraseology may 
be put as p h y s i c a I, m e n t a 1 and i n t e 1 l e c t u a 1. 
in Pali stla, citta (or samiidhi) and paiiiiii. If the discourses 
of the Digha and Majjhima Nikiiyas be carefully scanned, it 
will be noticed that the compilers had always kept this 
division at the back of their mind. 1 

I. SHa 
In every religion and not in Buddhism alone, the first 

demand that is made of the followers is observance of moral 
precepts (silas), that is, restraint in physical actions including 
speech. It is ordinarily known as brahmacarya. 

According to the Buddhists. sila consists of samma vlicii, 
sammii kammanta and samma iijiva, the three of the eight 
divisions of the Path leading to Nibbana, These three terms 
practically include the whole code of moral laws that are 
prescribed for the conduct of the Buddhist monks.2 In the 

1 In the Brahmajala-sutta only the first, while in the Siima1i1ia­
p/za[a-sutta the first and second have been exhaustively treated, the third 
being dismissed only with a para on the comprehension of the 
ariyasaccas ( Dig ha, I, p. 48). 

Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 301: 

Silakkhandha =samma vaca, kammanto and ajiva 
Samadhikkhandha=samma samadhi 
Paiiiiakkhandha =samma ditthi and sa1ikappa. 

2 For detailed treatment, see Infra. 
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Vibha,iga 1 and Majjhima Nikliyaz these are detailed as 
follows: 

Sammli-viicii=refraining from speaking falsehood, mali­
cious words, harsh and frivolous talk; 

Sammii-kammanta = refrain in er from killirnr stealincr. and ::::, ... , l::-

misconduct; and 

Sammii-iij,va = refraining from earning livelihood by im­
proper means, i.e., arts and crafts of laymen3 • Some of these 
are astrological or astronomical forecasts, interpretation of 
dreams and omens, use of magical spells, determination of 
the nature of men, animal and things by their signs, acting as 
go-betweens between kings, taking part in marriage cere­
monies, giving medicines and so forth. 

II. C i t t a 
Next to physical, the discipline that is expected of the 

followers of a religion is mental, which 1s generally known as 
dhyii.na (=Pali jhiina) and samadhi. In Buddhism, mental 
discipline does not necessarily imply only conc.entration of 
mind, as will be evident from the three terms that have 
been used in analysing it in the formula of the eightfold 
path, viz., 

Samma-vliyama=eff ort or exertion to remove the existing 
evil thoughts, to keep the mind free from being polluted by 
by fresh evil thoughts, and to preserve and increase the good 
thoughts; 

Sammii.-sati = mindfulness of all that is happening within 
the body and mind including feelings, and examination of the 
things of the world and at the same time suppressing cove­
tousness (abhijjha) and avoiding mental depression (doma­
nassa). 

Samma-samadhi-:-four stages of meditation.• 
Samma-sailkappa=resolution for renunciation, as also for 

refraining from hatred and injury to other beings. 

1 Vibhaiiga, p. 235-6. 
3 Digha, I, pp. 67 -9. 

2 Majjhima, III, p. 251f. 
4 For detailed exposition, see chapter VII. 
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III. P a ii ii a 
The third, the intellectual discipline, is denoted by the term 

samma-ditthi, which means the view propounded by Buddha 
about the nature of the things of the world and the ultimate. 
Traditionally, it means realisation of the four truths. 

From the above, it is evident that for physical and mental 
disciplines. Buddhism drew up only a scheme of its own for 
the use of its followers from among the various moral and 
meditational practices prevalent in India, and hence there was 
nothing particularly Buddhistic in them. lt is in the third, 
paiiiia or prajiia, i.e., samma-ditthi that Buddhism offered its 
own solution of the highest riddle of the universe and wanted 

.its followers to comprehend its new view-point, 
By intellectual discipline it means generally the compre­

hension of the four ariyasaccas,1 but actually, it means reali­
sation of the fact that the khandhas, dhlitus, ayatanas etc. 
are dynamic, having only momentary existence and are devoid 
.of any substance (anattli). According to the Visuddlzimagga, 
. silavisuddhi (moral purification) and cittavisuddhi (perfection 
in mental exercises) form the two legs of Buddhism, its body 
being the ditthivisuddhi (the true or the Buddhistic view about 
the nature of the Reality). For attainning dit1hivisuddlzi one 
. must comprehend the nature of 

(i) khandhas (constituents of a being), 
(ii) ayatanas (organs of sense and their spheres). 

(iii) indri) as (faculties), and 
(iv) the characteristics of the four dhatus (spheres of 

existence), the true meaning of the ariyasaccas 
(truths), and of paficcasamuppada (the law of 
causation). 

In the Mahasakuludayisutta2 there is almost a com­
_prehensive scheme of the Buddhist doctrine in its three 
divisions. First there is the reference to the Sila-practices 
the severer form of which, though approved by Buddha, 

1 Digha, I, p. 84. 2 Majjlzima, II, p. 9-22. 
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nas been made optional; it is followed by an exposition of 
the four ariyasaccas, which comprise in a popular form 
the Buddhist philosophical teaching (paii,iii), and then by 
an enumeration of the thirty-seven bodhipakkhiyas, the eight 
vimokkhas. the eight abhibhiiyatanas, ten kasinas, four jhiinas, 
and the six abhiiiiias, in short, all that is denoted by citta 
or samadlzi. 1 

The eightfold path, as stated above, deals with all the 
aspects of a spiritual life, viz., ethical, psychological and 
espistcmological. The first three of the list relating to speech, 
deed, and means of livelihood comprise a volume of rules 
embodied in the Nikayas and Vinaya, in which elaborate 
directions are given about the proper conduct of the monks and 
nuns. The next two explain the gradual way in which an adept 
should ·train up hi.'- thought and elevate the mind through a 
process of concentration to a state of equanimity so that it 
may remain undisturbed by weal and woe. After attaining 
perfection in physical and mental discipline, the adept can 
expect to develop a mind of complete renunciation of worldly 
attractions and direct his mind to the comprehension of the 
four Truths and thereby acquire the right view. 

In the Magga Sa,!lylltta 2 the eightfold path is described 
as the spiritual guide (kalya~zamitta) and is shown as confer­
ring all the spiritual benefits that a Buddhist adept would 
·desire to have. The benefits are cessation or eradication of: -

(D sufferings due to birth, old age and death; 

(ii) attachment (raga), hatred (dosa) and delusion 
(moha); 

'(iii). strong desire (clzanda), reflection (1·itakka) and 
perception (saiii'ia); 

1 See Infra for exposition. 
2 Sm11yutta, V, p. 64-65. 

10 
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(iv) thirst for worldly objects (ka111a-ta~1hii), for repeated 
existence (bhava-tatJhii) and for self-destruction 
(vibhava-ta,:zha); 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

impurities of desire (kamasaw1), of re-existence 
(bhavasava (i.e., in one of the three spheres as 
worldly beings), of ignorance (a\'ijjiisarn) and also 
of wrong views (di!lhiisava); 

strong attachment to worldly objects (ka11wpiidii1ia), 

to wrong views (di!llwpadana). to rituals and 
ceremonies (stlabbatupiidana), and to belief in a 
self (attaviidupiidiina); 

seven inclinations (anusaya), such as attachment 
(kiimariiga) to worldly objects, enmity (pa/igha), 
wrong view (ditthi), doubt about the Triratna 
(vicikicchii), pride (miina), desire for existence­
(bhavariiga) and ignorance (avijjii); 

five kinds of pleasures derived through the contact 
of_five sense-organs with their respective objects; 

five hindrances (nzvara1)as) to nirval)a, viz., strong 
desire ( ka.macchanda ). hatred ( vyiipiida ) . sloth· 
fulness ( thznamiddha ). arrogance and suspicions­
(uddhacca-kukkucca), and doubt about the Triratna 
(vicikicchii); 

five lower fetters (orambhiigiyiini sa1?1yojanani), viz ... 
belief in a self (sakkiiyaditthi), doubt about the 
Triratna (vicikicchii), belief in rituals and cere­
monies (sUabbata), strong desire (kiimacchanda} 
and hatred (byiipiida); 

five higher fetters (uddhambhiigiyiini swr1yoja11iini). 
viz., attachment for existence in the Riipaloka (i.e. 
gods with physical body), pride (miina), arrogance 
(uddhacca} and ignorance (avijjii). 

In the above enumeration, there are many common terms 
classified under different categories:of impurities. 





____-f" 
-dlefe are many common terms 
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The positive benefits, derived through the practice of the 
eightfold path. when it is accompanied by solitude (vfreka), 
detachment (viriiga). cessation of impurities (nirodha) and 
sacrifice (vosagga) are-

(i) attainment of the four fruits of sanctification 
(siimaiiiiaphalas, i.e., sotapatti, sakadagami, a11agcimf 

and arahatta); 
(ii) attainment of higher powers (abhiFiiici); 

(iii) perfection in the thirty se\en dhammas leading to 
full enlightenment; and lastly, 

(iv) realisation of Nibbana. 



CHAPTER VI 

The ]\1oral Precepts 
Observance of moral precepts (s""ila) forms the first step 

•Of the path of spiritual progress of an adept. The precepts 
are classified as physical (kllyika), vocal (vacasi ka) and 
mental (miinasika). The s"ilas are enumerated almost in a 
stereotyped form in several discourses. In the first Sutta of 
the D7.gha Nika.ya,1 the precepts are divided as minor (crila), 
medium (majjhima) and major (malzii), of which the minor 
section contains the actual precepts, the medium repeats and 
enlarges the same while the third speaks of the various prac­
tices and professions of the Brahmanic priests. The precepts 
in the first section are.-

Ci) non-killing _beings, and laying aside rods and 
weapons, and extending kindness and goodwill to all beings ; 

(ii) non-stealing, and accepting only what is given 
voluntarily, and leading a pure and honest life; 

(iii) chastity, and not adopting the life of a common 
householder; 

(iv) non-drinking wine and other intoxicants; 
(v) non-speaking falsehood and remaining always firm, 

truthful and trustworthy, and never brea•dng promise; 
(vi) non-indulging in malicious talks and not sowing 

discord among persons, and on the contrary seeking harmony 
and concord among them; 

(vii) shunning harsh \Vords, and using sweet, charming 

and pleasing words ; 
(viii) refraining from desultory talks and speaking always 

the correct, suitable, instructive, meaningful, reasonable a nd 

valuable words; 

I D"iglza, I, pp. 4f; 63f; Sa111yutta, IV, p. 249; 1'1ajjhi111a, III, PP• 
34,48. 
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(ix) non-destroying all kinds of 
shrubs; 

seeds, plants 

149 

and 

(x) 
day; 

non-taking food at night and more than one meal a 

(xi) non-using scents, garlands and unguents; 
(xii) non-using high and large beds; 

(xiii) non-accepting gold and silver; 
(xv) non-receiving raw paddy or raw meat; 

(xvi) non-accepting gifts of female attendants, girls. 
maid-servants; 

(xvii) non-accepting gift of animals or of cultivated and 
uncultivated fields; 

(xviii) refraining from buying and selling or using false 
balance, weights and measures; 

(xix) non-acting as messengers or go-betweens; 
(xx) shunning bribing, deceitfulness and crookedness; 

(xxi) never wounding or locking up any person, or com­

mitting robbery. 
The second section, as stated above, is more or less an 

enlargement of the above-mentioned precepts. 
The third section directs the monks to refrain from the 

functions performed by men in religious garb, e.g., perfor­
mance of the Atharva-vedic rituals, use of magical charms and 
incantations. making astrological and astronomical prognos­
tications. or making forecasts about dreams and other supersti­
tous beliefs. The monks were also prohibited from rendering 
services as valuers of jewels, metals, animals and such other 
objects. In short, the monks were instructed to abstain 
from secular functions, even including medical treatment, 
usually performed by Brahma.l).as trained up in secular 
sciences. 1 

In the Majjhimaz and Sai11yutta Nikayas' appears a 

1 There is a long list of such professions. 
2 Majjhima, I, 17,4:l.,99,268,360; II, 246; III, 35. 
3 Sa 111y1111a, II, 67; IV. 5. 
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stereotyped list of mental impurities (cittassa upakkilesii), 
which a monk should get rid of. These are enviousnes~, 
hatred, covetousness, idleness or slothfulness, distraction, 
indecision, anger, ingratitude, self-praise, miserliness, deceit­
fulness, double-facedness, pride, arrogance, conceit, faithless­
ness, shamelessness, immodesty, absentmindedness, negligence 
in study, love for the present, grasping, decrying others and so 
forth. 

The earnest monks were required not only to observe the 
above-mentioned precepts and to eradicate the mental im­
purities but also to comply with the rules of the Piitimokkha 
and the minor disciplinary rules prescribed in the Vinaya 
Pitaka. These were known as Adlzisilas. 1 

The genera 1 direction given to the monks is that they 
must refrain from all acts, mental, vocal or physical, which 
might be harmful to one's own ·self or to others or to both.:l 
The root-causes of all good acts (kusala-mfila) ate absence 
of greed (alobha), hatred (adosa) and delusion (amoha).~ The 
monks must exert to eradicate the four innermost tendencies 
(anusaya),4 viz., attachment (riiga), aversion (pafigha), wrong 
view (ditthi) and 1-ness (miina). fhey should neither be living 
in abundance (bahulika) nor ease-loving (sathalika)/' and in 
addition they should develop amity (mettii) towards all 
beings. 6 In some passages it is stated that constant aware­
ness of precepts (silanussati)7 can even lead one to 
Nibbana.8 

In the Visuddhimaggan Buddhaghosa has attempted 
to generalise them in the answer to the question: 
kati vidhalfl s"ila,h. For the monks and nuns is prescribed a 

1 A ii gut tara, I, 230f. 
3 Majjhima, I, 47. 
5 Ibid., I, 15. 
7 Anguttara, III, p. 312f. 

s Ibid. 
9 Vism., pp. 10-16 

2 Majjl,ima, II, 416. 
4 Ibid. 
6 Ibid., I, 17,124. 
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J1Umber of moral du tics, some of which are codified in the 
Bhikklzu• piitimokkha and Bhikkhu{z1-piitimokkha, while for 
the unordained novices (siinza{leras) are prescribed the well­
known ten si/as,1 of whi.:.': the first five only are meant for all 
-lay-devotees (upiisakas and upiisikiis), the more faithful among 
them, however, are permitted to obsenie the ,first eight 
sUas on the uposatlza days, with the option of observing 
all the ten s'ilas. These five or eight silas are called 
by Buddhaghosa gaha1thas"ilas (precepts meant for house­
holders).:i 

The Piitimokk/za3 is the accepted code of moral duties for 
the monks and nuns, and the declaration of non-transgression 

-of many of the rules contained in it on the fortnightly uposatha 
-days is regarded as sufficient for recognising a monk or nun 
.as morally pure. There are also some punishments pres­
cribed in the Piitimokkha for the delinquent monks 
.as also certain observances for their absolution. Apart 
from the Patimokkha rules, there are hundreds of other 
rules, which the monks and nuns are expected to observe. 
In short, every monk or nun is required to be ideally pure as 
far as the moral precepts are concerned. 

The moral duties of a bhikkhu are classified thus: 

J The ten si/as or sikkhiipadas are: 
(i) Pa,::iatipata veramal)i. 

(ii) Adinnadana veramai:ii. 
(iii) Abrahmacariya or kamesu micchiicara veramai:ii. 
(iv) Musavadii vcramal)i. 
(v) Suramerayamajjapamadatthanfi veramai:ii. 

(vi) Vikalabhojana veramaQi. 
(vii) Naccagi:tavaditavisukadassana veramai:ii . 

.(viii) Malagandhavilepana - dhiirai:ia - ma1:u;lana-vibhiJsagatthana 
veramai:ii. 

(ix) Uccasayana-mahiisayana veramai:ii. 
(x) JatariJparajataggahanii veramai:ii. (See Vinaya, I, pp. 83-4: 

II, p. 258). 
2 Vism., p. 15. 3 See Infra. 
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(i) Patimokkhasa,!zvaraslla or Disciplinary Observances 

First, a monk is required to be well-restrained accor­
ding to the 227 disciplinary rules of the PZitimokkha. 
He should also be discreet in his conduct and move•· 
ments, i.e., he must not commit any wrong physically either in 
carrying on the affairs of his daily life (iiciira), or in frequent­
ing places (gocara) unfit for a Buddhist recluse. He must 
always be apprehensive of the commis~ion of the slightest 
offence (a~wmattesu vajjesu bhayadassavl) and in general be 
observant of all the moral precepts ( samadiiya sik.khati 
si k~hiipadesu). 1 

(ii) Indriyasa1?1varas1la or Restraint in sense-organs 

Next to the observance of the general laws and Patimokkha 
rules, it is enjoined that a monk must be well restrained in his 
organs of sense, that is, although these may be functioning as 
usual, the mind of a bhikkhu should not be swayed by the 
external and internal characteristics, whether good or bad, of 
the things seen, heard, smelt, tasted or touched. 2 

(iii) Afivaparisuddhis7/a or F oocl-observm1ces 

The common Pali expression for propriety in food as found 
in the Pi!akas is bhojane mattaiii-W, i.e., a bhikkhu should 
know the measure of his food, in other words, should 
exercise sufficient self-restraint with regard to his food. He 
must always remember that he takes food not for making his 
body good-looking but just for its maintenance in order to be 
able to fulfil his mission. His food is to be of such a type that 
he should not develop a taste for new sensations (vedanam) 

and at the same time get rid of the old ones.3 

In the Patimokkha-sutta, there are a number of restrictions 
imposed on a monk for the manner in which he should take 
bis food, as well as a series of instructions concerning the right 

1 Vibhaiiga, p. 246-8. 
2 J bid., p. 248. 3 / hid., p. 249 
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ways of collecting his food. As all those instructions cannot 
reasonably be exhaustive, Buddhaghosa says that a bhikkhu 
must avoid committing offence relating to ajrva whatsoever. 
though not falling within the scope of the Patimokkha rules, 
e.g,, a bhikkhu should not, by talks or signs or direct or 
indirect hints, persuade the believing laity to offer gifts of food, 
dress or other requisites to himself, nor to take recourse to 
the various means, enumerated in the Brahmajalasutta, which 
are not befitting a Buddhist monk. 1 

(iv) Paccayasannissitas7la or Restraint in requisites 

After dealing with the likely transgressions that a monk 
may commit in course of his daily life, Buddhaghosa dilates 
on what should be the aims and objects of monks in wearing 
robes, accepting alms for food, using seats and beds, or seek­
ing medicaments. In short, it is meant that the whole attention 
of the monk should be fixed on his goal and he should 
remain unmindful of his worldly necessities except so far 
as they are required to keep him fit for reaching the goal. 

( v) Dh11tai1gas or Ascetic Practices 

Buddhaghosa, after thus dealing with the st/as in a general 
way, passes on to the dlwta,igas, the thirteen rigorous prac­
tices permitted to some monks. It will be apparent from what 
has been said above that, according to the Buddhists, purity 
is more mental than physical, and hence, in Buddhist ethics, 
emphasis has been laid more on mental than on physical 
discipline. z The monks, as a rule, were not required to under­
go unnecessary physical discomforts except what was neces­
sary for concentration of mind, i. e., a ·little food and cloth, 

I Visuddhimagga, p. 23-4. 
2 In the Majjhima (I, p. 238) it is stated that the ascetic practices do 

not even lead to kiiyablu"ivana (physical discipline) not to speak of 
cittablu1rn11l"i (mental discipline). Succcfs in the ascetic practices. it is 
remarked (vide D"igha. III, pp. 42-45), sometimes leads to joy, self-praise, 
lack of diligence and love of gain, fame and honour. 
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a bare bed and seat, medicaments and a resting place. The 
restrictions which were observed by them in these matters are 
detailed in the Piitimokklza and other parts of the Vinaya. In 
the earliest stage of Buddhism, when the monks used to live 
as hermits in caves and forests, i.e., before the practice of 
living in monasteries came inlo vogue, four nissayas (minimum 
.requisites) were prescribed for them. These were,-

1. pi,:i4iyiilopa-bhojanal?i (to take food received by 
begging only as alms), 

2. parrzsukiilaczvararri (to use robes made only out of 
rags collected from dust-heaps), 

3. rukkhamiilasenasanaJ?i (to sit and lie at the foot of a 
tree), and 

4. putimuttabhesajja,r, (to use only excrements and 
urine as medicines). 

In the Sutta-Nipiita and other earlier books of the Pitakas, 
·practice of a rigorous hermit life has been extolled, but with 
: the introduction of monastic life, the rigorousness was gradual­
ly relaxed, and a good illustration of this fact is furnished by 
the Mahiivagga itself .1 

From the rules in the Patimokkha, it is apparent that the 
earliest form of nis.sayas was already superseded, at the time 

, of its compilation, by the introduction of the rule of accepting 
more than one's bare requirement (atirekaliibha), but in any 

,case, there must have been all along a section of monks who 
were in favour of the observance of rigorous practices in 
.monastic life, and this section was perhaps re-5ponsible for 
the introduction of the ascetic practices (dhuta?°igas). 

In the four Nikiiyas and also in the Vinaya Pitaka there 
is no mention of the term dhutaizga, not to speak of its 
inclusion in the list of silas. Some of ibe dbutailga-practices, 
such as sapadanacar1, pii:icJapatiko, parpsukuliko, abbhokasiko, 
. arafifiiko, pantasenasano are mentioned incidentally in the 
.Nikiiyas2 and Vinaya3 but it is also stated that Buddha him· 

1 See Infra. 
::?. Majjhima, I, 30; II, pp. 6-9. 3 Vi11aya, II, p. 215. 
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·self did not practise them in his own life while some of his 
disciples did. 1 It is therefore evident that the d!wtaizgas were 
not recognised in early Buddhism as a group of practices or 

.at least as subsidiary practices compulsory for the Buddhist 
monks. It may be contended by some that Mahakassapa is 
referred to in the Sm!zyutta and Aizguttara Nikiiyas2 as the 
foremost of the dlrntav[ulins, hence the dlwtaizga practices were 
in vogue but it may be pointed out that, bad it been 
so, the thirteen dhuta1igas would have found a place in the 
last section of the Aizguttara, if not, in the Das11ttara_suttanta 
of the Digha Nikiiya. 3 The interpretation given in the 
-Visuddhimagga,i. deserves also our attention. According to 
.it, a bhikkhu need not practise the dlwtaizgas in his own life 
but, for that reason, he is not debarred from being a dlzutava­
.din, i. e., an advocate or preacher of the dlwto,igas. The 
silence of the Nikiiyas and the Vinaya is a distinct evidence 
-of its later growth, or at least, i Ls later recognition by the 

Theravada sect. 
In this connection it is worth while to refer to one of the 

•causes of dispute between Buddha and his cousin Devadatta. 
The latter wanted to make some rigorous practices compul­
sory for all the monks of the Sangha, to which, however, 
Buddha was opposed. The practices were allied to the 
.dh11tanga precepts. They were, 

1 Majjhima, II, p. 9ff, 
2 Sar11y 11tta, II, p. 156; Aiigut/ara, I, P• 23. See p. 158n. 
3 In the /HQ. (vol. XIII), Dr. Ba pat points out that in the 

Nikiiyas, arafifiaka, pil).Qapatika, paqisukiilika and tecivarika are men­
tioned while in the Niddesa (p. 188), there are other four, viz. sapadiina­
•ciirika, khalupacchiibhattika, nesajjika and yathasanthatika. In the 
Milindapaii/za the number is brought to thirteen. In the Mahiivyutpatti, 
sapadiinaciirika and pattapil).Qika are omitted and namatika is added. 

·Cf. Kern, Manual of Buddhism, p. 75-76; Childers, Piili Dictionary, 

:P- 110. 
4 Vism., p. 80-81. 
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hbikkhu yavajivarµ arafifiaka assu 
,, ,, pii:i<;tapatika 

,, 
,, " pari1sukulika " 
,, " rukkhamulika 

,, 

" " macchamarµsari1 na khadeyyuq1. 1 

{Monks should remain their whole life in the forest, live­
on alms only, use robes made only out of rags from dust­
heaps, sleep under a tree, and never eat fish or flesh.] 

Though the Pali tradition has nothing but condemnation 
for Devadatta's actions, it is apparent that Devadatta was not 
without some followers and influence, and that his disciplinary 
principles were not wholly brushed aside by the monks. The 
adoption of the dlwtaizgas by the Pali school and the pro­
hibition of eating fish and flesh by the Mahayanists give 
recognition to Devadatta's principles. The earlitst reference 
to dlwta,igas and their excellence is found in the Milinda­
paiiha2 and their full exposition in the Visuddhimagga3 

The thirteen dhuta11gas are:-
1. pm?1sukuli ka,iga,?1 = to wear robes made out of rags 

collected from dust-heaps of streets, cemeteries, etc.; 
2. tedvarikmiga,ri=to have not more than three robes, 

i. e. one each of sa11gha!i, uttarasa:tiga and antara­
vasaka and even for washing or colouring one must 
manage with these three only ; 

3. pi~1(iapatikaizga,!1=to eat food collected by begging 
only from door to doo:, and a void any of the four­
teen kinds of food-otTerings permitted in the Vinaya;·1 

1 Buddha permitted rukkhamtilasenasa,w for eight months and the 
eating of fish and meat under three restrictions, viz., adittham (unseen), 
asutam (unheard), and aparisa1ikitam (un apprehended). See Vinaya, 11, 
p. 197 also Jlitaka, I, p. 34. Cf. the Mahayanic restrictions about meat· 
eating in the La1il«11·atnra-s11tra, ch. viii. See also Thomas, Life of 

Buddha, pp. 134ff. 
2 Milinda, pp. 351-5. 3 Vism,, pp 59-83. 
4 The fourteen kinds are,-sai1ghabhattam, uddesabh, niman· 

tanabh., salakabh., pakkhikam, uposathikarri, patipadikuf]1, agantukabh., 
gamikabh., gilanabh., gilanuppatthakabh., viharabh,, dhiirabh., varakabh~ 
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sapadanacarikai1ga,!1=to beg food from house to 
house consecutively and without any omission; 1 

ekasanikai1ga,!1=to take meal at one sitting, i.e. 
if one is required to stand up or move to show 
respect to his teacher or do some other work, he 
cannot resume his seat and take his food again; 
pattapi~u_likai1ga1J1=to possess only one bowl and 
not a second and to take all kinds of food thrown 
into it, be they tasteful or not; 
khalupacchabhattikai1ga,!1 = not to take any food 
after finishing or signifying intention of finishing 
one's meal. even if any be offered (cf. Pacittiya. 35); 
flraiiiiikai1ga,,1=to dwell only in forests and not on 
the outskirts of towns or villages, and the forests 
must be sufficiently far from any locality; 

rukkha111i,likai1ga,!1=to live in a place without any 
shed and under a tree, and the tree must not be one 
of the boundary marks of a parish, or one within 
the compound of a monastery or cetiya (sa11ctuary), 
or a forest bearing fruits and so forth. 
abbhokcisi kai1g01!1 = to live in an open space, i.e., 
neither under a shed nor under a tree, but one with 
this vow as well as the previous one is permitted 
to take shelter in a covered place if it be raining, 
provided he does not run for any shelter to avoid 

being drenched; 
11. soscini ka1iga1!1 = to live in a cemetery. Buddhaghosa 

in explaining what is a suitable cemetery says that 
it must not be one used by the people of a village 
but one left unused for at least twelve years, but 
from the other conditions mentioned by 
Buddhaghosa2 it seems that be had in mind not a 
quite unfrequented cemetery; 

Mahakassapa is said to have been the foremost in this dhutanga, 

·see Vism., p. 68. 
2 Vism., p. 77. 
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12. yathasa11thatikaizga,11=to use whatever bed or seat 
is allotted to one without questioning or suggesting 
an alternative; and 

13. 11esajjikaizga,11=to spend nights sitting and not 
lying ; of the three watches of night, one may be 
spent in walking (ca,ikamana). 

In practising the dhutaizgas one may be very severe 
(ukkattha), moderate (majjhima) or mild (mudaka). A 
bhikkhu may or may not observe all the thirteen 
dhuta:rigas, and if he practises the severer of them, 
it follows that he is not required to practise the less severe, 
e.g. an abbhokasika need not bother about rukkhamiilika,iga; 
a sapadanacarika must necessarily be a pi'JJ.cf.apiitika, and an 
ekasanika can easily be a pattapi1J.cf.ika or khalupaccha­
bhattika. A bhikkhul).I is permitted to practise only . eight 
dhuta:rigas, i.e. they are debarred from being araiiiiika, 
kbalupacchabhattika, abbhokasika, rukkharnulika and 
sosanika. A samal).era can practise twelve dhutai1gas, i.e., 
omitting tecivarika:rigaqi, similarly a samaneri can practise 
seven omitting the tecivarikangaqi. For the male and female 
lay-devotees, only two of the dhutangas are prescribed, viz., 
ekasanikailgaqi and pattapil).c;likangaip.. 



CHAPTER VII 

The Mental Training 
The second course of spiritual exercises prescribed for a 

monk is for attaining complete control over the mind (citta). 
In verse after verse in the Dhammapada and in passages after· 
passages in the Nikayas the difficulty of controlling the fickle 
citta has been dilated upon, and at the same time it has been. 
emphasised that the only means of attaining Nibbana is by 
curbing the citta, i.e., withdrawing it from all that is attractive 
in the world and directing it to the highest goal. It is only 
with a steady mind that one is capable of comprehending the 
essential oneness or sameness and vastness of the beings of 
the universe-the Nirva{w of Buddhist philosophy. 

In the eightfold path, four kinds of practices are 
prescribed to obtain control over the fickle mind. Of these 
four the most essential is meditation. It is an axiomatic 
truth that control over mind can be attained only through 
meditational exercises. 1 

There is a graduated course in these meditational exercises, 
and this course ranges from the most elementary form of 
samadhi, i.e., simple fixation of mind on a black or white cir­
cular spot to the most subtle when the meditator loses wholly 
his consciousness and sensation, and reaches a state which is 
almost akin to the state of death (saniiiivedayitanirodha). ~ 

Buddhaghosa, in order to bring out the various cbarac-

1 Buddhaghosa has often used the two words citta and samiidhi 
synonymously. He gives the etymological meaning of samadhi thus: 

"Samadhanatthena samadhi, ekarammaQ.e citta-cetasikanaqi samaqi 
samma ca adharaqi thapanan ti vuttaqi hoti" (Vism., p. 84.) Samadhi 
means firmly placing: the act of putting or placing the mind and mental 
functions evenly and properly on one object. 

2 See Aspects of Mahiiyiina Buddhism, pp. 158-61. 
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• teristic features of a samadlzi, adopted the aiz!-tuttara method 
of numerical classification, which is as follows: -
(A) Samadhis of two kinds: 

1. (a) upacara-samudhi and (b) appanu-samudhi. While 
atempting concentration of mind, upacura is said to 
be that mental state which immediately precedes the 
fixation of the mind on a certain point: the fixation 
is termed appanu (Sans. arpwza). It may be 
described also as the preparatory attempts for 
developing concentration of mind. 

(B) Samadhis of three kinds: 
2. (a) lukiya (when the samadhi is associated with good 

thoughts=kusalacitta) and lokuttara (when the 
samadhi is associated with the attainment of the 
four fruits of sanctification =ariyamagga); 

{b) sapp"'itika (meditation associated with joy) and 
nippitika (meditation not associated with joy); 

(c) sukhasahagata (meditation associated with a happy 
state of mind). 

(C) Samadhis of four kinds: 

3. (a) hina (lower), majjhima (middle), and pa~11ta (higher) 
(b) savitakka-savicura (with discursive and discrimi­

natory thoughts), avitakka-vicaramatta (without 
discursive thoughts but with discrimination), and 
avitakka-avicara (without discursive and discrimi­
natory thoughts); 

(c) Plfi-sahagata (with joy), suklza-sahagata (with happy 
state of mind), and upekkhu-sahagata (with equani­
mity of mind); 

'd) paritta (small) (while in the preparatory stage= 
upacara-bhiimi), mahaggata (large) (while meditat­
ing on good objects of the higher spheres, (i.e., 
rupavacara-kusala and ariipavacara-kusala bhumis) 
and ap pama~a ( measureless) ( while meditations are 
associated with the four fruits of sanctification= 
ariyamagga-sampayutta). 
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4. (a) dukkhii. pafipado dandhii.bhiiiii.o (one who ex­
periences difficulty in mental exercises, and 
acquires mental concentration slowly), 

(b) dukkha pafipado khippabhiii,io (one who ex­
perienc~s difficulty in mental exercises but acquires 
mental concentration quickly), 

(c) sukha pafipado dandhiiblziiiiio (one who can 
practise mental exercises easily but acquires mental 
concentration slowly) and 

(d) sukha pafipado khippabhiil,10 (one who can prac­
tise mental exercises easily and acquires mental 
concentration quickly). 

[Patipada (lit. path) is that part of mental exercise which 
1s necessary for collecting one's thoughts for reaching the 
upaciira 1 stage. A bhill11ii. (lit. special knowledge) refers to 
the next course of exercises which lead to appana (i.e. fixing 
mind upon one point). 

Dukkhii here means "with difficulty' as opposed to sukha 
'with ease'; similarly dandlw means 'slow' as opposed to 

khippa 'quick.'] 
5. ( a) par it to parittaramma{W (not of a high order with 

limited basis of meditation), (b) paritto appamcu;za­
ramma,_10 (not of a high order but with unlimited 
basis of meditation), (c) appamal)O parittii.rammal)o 
(unlimited but with a limited basis of meditation), 
(d) appamal)o appamii{ziiramnWlJO (unlimited with 
an unlimited basis of meditation); 

6. (a) vitakka (discursive thoughts), (b) viciira (discri­
minatory thoughts), (c) plti (joy), and (d) sukha 
(happy state of mind)-four combinations of any 
two or more of these, associated with the four 

jhanas; 

1 I.e. withdrawing mind from the surrounding objects as also from 
the characteristics of the subject for mental concentration. 

11 



162 THE MENTAL TRAINING 

7. (a) hiinabhiigiyo (belonging to a lower category). 
(b) thitibhiigiyo (belonging to a steadying category). 
(c) visesabhiigiyo (belonging to a higher category), 
and ( d) nibbedhabhagiyo ( belonging to the 
highest category, i.e., Nibbana); 

8. (a) kiimiivacara (belonging to the sensous sphere), 
(b) rupiivacara (belonging to the sphere ot material 
forms}, (c) ari"ipiivacara (belonging to the sphere 
of non-material forms), and apariyapanna (belong­
ing to the sph~re of the four stages of sanctification. 
i.e., not included in the above three categories); 

9. (a) chanda-samiidhi, i.e., concentration effected (by 
means of strong will), (b) viriya-samiid/zi (by means 
of energy), (c) citta-samiidhi (by means of mind­
control), and (d) vima1?1sii-samiidhi ( by means 
of examination).1 

The above classification helps us only to comprehend the 
various mental states accompanying the different kinds of 
meditation but it does not tell us anything about the gradua­
ted course to be followed by an adept for passing from the 
lowest to the highest sama.dhi. So Buddhaghosa goes into 
minute details of the processes which induce samiidhi and it 
will now be our object to consider them in due order as 
follows: 

A. Ten Palibodhas or hindrances to the practice of 
samadhis, 

B. Forty kammattha.nas or the objects of meditation, 

C. Kalya.tJ,amitta kamma!f hiinadiiyaka or the spiritual 
preceptor, prescribing the basis of meditation, 

D. The candidate, and 

E. The successive steps in meditation. 

1 See also Majjhima, II, p. 11. 
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A. Ten Palibodhas or Hindrances 

Obstructions to one practising meditation may be of a 
varied nature. 1 Buddhaghosa puts them in a nutshell thus : 

A vliso ca kula,!z liibho ga{lO kammaii ca paiicamam 
addhlina,!Z iiliti libudlw gantlzo iddhi ti te dasli ti. 

These ten, Buddhaghosa explains, act as hindrances not to 
all but only to those who has got mental weaknesses as point­
ed out below : 

(i) A vlisa or dwelling places of monks. This causes 
bindrar.ce to those who take interest in the cons­
truction of monasteries, stfipas and so forth. 

(ii) Kula or family. It affects those who care more 
for the welfare of his relatives or of the families of 
his lay-devotees than for bis own spiritual acquisi­
tion. 

(iii) Labha or gain of food and clothes. It sometimes 
becomes a source of distraction to the monks of 
repute, for greater demand is made upon their time 
by people for the privilege of giving them food and 
clothes, and not unoften these demands are created 
by his fellow-brethren, who take advantage of his 
company and receive gifts along with him. 

(iv) Ga{za or members of the congregation. There are 
some monks whose time is taken up in teaching the 
texts of the Sutta or Abhidhamma pitakas and who 
harJly find time to be alone to practise meditation. 

(v) Kamma or works. Buddhaghosa takes it to mean 
navakamma (construction or repair of buildings). 
He says that much of the time of a monk, who 
supervises the building works, is taken up in 

1 See Mi/i11dapan/ia, pp. 365-399. Cf. Piitanjala, I, 30: 

0~nf1:"1"~&1.:r«~~51in~1~~~f•r{fo'!:il"Tf::cr~u.=rr~;;q~fwf.c<frifc1f~rnc<flfii 

f~fclt,n~~Src!U;q-f: I 
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calculating the wages of labourers or supervising 
the works done or to be done. 

(vi) Addlzcma or wayfaring. There are occasions when 
a monk has got to go to a place to give ordination 
to a person or to procure any requisite. By leaving 
it undone, he tries to gain concentration of mind 
but fails to do so. 

(vii) Nati or relatives, including teachers, disciples or 
fellow-brethren of the church. Sickness of any of 
the iEitis is a source of distraction to some monks. 

(viii) Abadha or one's own sickness, which requires 
medicine to be cured. 

(ix) Gantlza or scriptures. Some <ire so absorbed in 
studying the scriptures that they do not find time or 
feel inclined to practise meditation. 

(x) lddhi or miraculous powers. These are attained as 
one advances in meditation but their use causes 
hindrance to the development of insight (vipassana).1 

There are some other hindrances enumerated by Buddha­
ghosa, for instance, long hairs and nails, which should be trim· 
med off ; old robes which should be repaired ; discoloured 
robes which should be dyed ; unclean bowls which should be 
deansed, and weak beds which should be strengthened. 

B. The Forty Kamma1thiinas or Subjects of Meditation 

The subjects of meditation are hardly possible of enumera­
tion though traditionally they are said to be forty in 
number. The spiritual preceptor (Kalyal)amitta) was to 
choose a subject which, he thought, would be the most 
suitable for his disciple, no mattllr whether it was included 
in the traditional list or not. As, for instance, one of the 

1 Vism., p. 122. 
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very common subjects of meditation found in the Nikayas is 
aniccasaiiiia to destroy the sense of 1-ness (asmimiina), but 
it is not included in the traditional list. 

The forty subjects are: -

1. Ten Kasil).as 
2. Ten Asubhas 
3. Ten AnussaLis 
4. Four Brahmaviharas 
5. Four Aruppas 
6. One Safifi.a, and 
7. One Vavatthana. 

I, Ten Kasi{ias or objects in their entirety 

The word 'Kasil).a' is very probably a Prakrt form 
of the Sanskrit word •Krtsna' meaning 'entire.' 1 In the Bud­
dhist meditational prac;ices, the term is applied to those sub­
jects of meditation, which occupy the 'entire' mind, and 
as such does not give scope to the rising of any other 
thought. 

I. The first of the Kasil).aS in the list is Pathavikasil)a, i.e .• 
when earth is taken as an object of meditation. To induce 
concentration of mind, a beginner is generally asked to fix his 
attention on a clod of earth, which may or may not be 
specially prepared for him (kata or akata), i.e., he may choose 
a circular-shaped or square-shaped earthen material when it is 
called kata (prepared) or he may choose, say, a ploughed field 
when it is called akata (unprepared). In the former ca!-e 

l Mahiivyutpatti LXXII-Dasa Krtsnayatanani=Tib. zad. par. gyi. 
skye. mched. bcu. 

Can Kasi,.ia be the Prakrit form of Sans. Kar.)'a~ia=cultivation (of 
mind). Cf. Childers, sv. Kasino: the mind is wholly absorbed or en­
grossed in one predominant id~a. on which it is intently fixed. Rhys 
Davids translates it by the words 'Predominant Ideas' (see Y ogiivaciira' s 
Manual, p. viii) and Maung Tin and Conze by 'Device' (see Path of 
Purity, II, p. 138 and Buddhist Meditatio11, 1956, p. 14). 
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particuiar attention should be given to the fact that the earthen 
material must be without any colour as it is likely to divert 
attention from the earth to its lakkhmJas e. g. colour. It is, 
however, recommended that the earthen material should be of 
reddish-brown colour like that of dawn, and taken, if possible, 
from the bed of the Ganges. In a secluded place the adept is 
to take his seat and try to concentrate his mind on the pathavI­
kasii;a, cogitating all the while the evils of kama, the solace in 
overcoming it and the fact that great saints had obtained 
emancipation by means of such dhyanas, repeating constantly 
the term pat hav"i or any of its synonyms, malz"i, medin"i, bhiimi, 
vasudha or vasundhara. The adept is to try to see with bis 
eyes shut the image of the pafhav"i inwardly with as vividness 
and distinctness as he was doing with his eyes open. 
As soon as this is accomplished, the concept formed in mind 
(uggahanimitta,?2) is said to have come to stay (jiitam).1 
He can now go back to his usual place of residence, and 
cogitate on the nimitta acquired by him.2 By doing 
so, he gradually gets rid of the five hindrances ( ,ava­
ratJas ) 3 to religious life and of the impurities ( kilesas ).' 
By this first attempt at concentration (upaciirasmniidhi), bis 
mind becomes concentrated, and there appears in his mind 
the pafibhaganimitta, i. e., clear and firm image of the object 
of meditation (uggahanimitta) but now it is much clearer and 
brighter than the uggahanimitta and without the imperfec­
tions of the objects (kasitJadosa), which remain ia uggaha­
nimitta. Then commences really the course of meditational 

1 Vism., p. 125. 

2 He is now advised to use shoes to avoid wasting time in washing 
his feet and also a walking stick. Vism., p. 125. 

3 Viz., kiimacchanda (strong desire), vyiipiida (hatred), thi11amiddlza 
(idleness), uddliaccakukkucca (arrogance) and vicikicchii (doubt). 

4 The kilesas are ten in number, viz., lobha, dosa, moha, mana, 
ditthi, vicikicchli. thinaqi, uddhaccam, ahirika, anottappaqi. The first 
four and uddhaccaqi are enumerated when the kilesas are counted as 
five in number. 
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practices with upacara, appana and ending with catukka 
or paiicaka-jhana. 1 

II. The second is Apo-kasi{za, i. e., when the object of 
meditation is water. It may be any natural or existing 
expanse of water as that of a tank or a lake or even of the 
sea, or clear rain water collected in a vessel before it has 
reached the earth. The vessel must be full and placed in a 
quiet secluded corner of the monastery. As in the case of 
pafhav"i, the colour-question must be avoided, i. e., the 
lakkha~w of water must not divert the attention of the adept, 
and concentration should be induced in the same way as 
.explained in the case of pa/lzav"i, uttering in this case 
the word 'a.po' or its synonyms ambu, udaka1!7-, viiri, salila,ri, 
etc.2 Gradually the uggaha and pa/ibhiiga nimittas appear 
and the adept proceeds along the course of meditation. 

III. The third is Tejokasi{za, i.e., when the object of me­
ditation is fire. It may be the flame of a lamp, fire in an oven, 
or a jungle-fire. The fire may also be specially prepared ; in 
that case, some faggots are to be collected and a pile made of 
them near a tree and then it should be set on fire, A suitable 
screen with a-hole about four fingers wide is to be placed bet­
ween the fire and the adept. The adept now is to look at the 
fire without minding the faggots or the smoke or its colour, 
even its heat. He should utter the word 'tejo' or any of its 
synonyms and acquire the uggaha and pa/ibhaga nimittas as 
detailed above. 

IV. The fourth is Viiyokash;a, i. e., when the object of 
meditation is wind. It may be seen or felt. In the former 
case, when it is seen, the adept observes the swaying or 
shaking of the sugarcane-tops or bamboo-tops or hair-tips. 
and in the latter case, when it is felt, h~ feels by his body 
!he rush of wind through a hole in a wall or through a 

I See Infra, for details; cf. Comp. of Phil., pp. 54-5. 
2 Vism., p. 170 
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window. He realises that it is wind which is moving 
the tops of sugarcane, etc. or striking his body, and then 
as described above, he is to utter the word •vayu· or its syno­
nyms and gradually develop the two nimittas and induce the 
jhiinas. 

V. The fifth is Nilakasi,:za, i.e., when the object of medita­
tion is of blue colour. It may be of a flower, a piece of cloth or 
a blue gem. It should be specially prepared by filling a 
basket up to the brim with blue flowers so that the pollens 
or stalk may not be seen. The basket should be covered 
by a piece of blue cloth in such a way that the mouth of 
the basket is to appear like the surface of a drum. It should 
be surrounded by a band of a different colour. Then the adept 
is to concentrate his mind on the blue colour avoiding the 
other lakkha,:zas of the flowers and develop the uggalza and 
pafibhiiga nimittas, and the jhanas. 

VI-VIII. The sixth. seventh and eighth are PUakasi~1a 
Lohitakasi1Ja and Odatakasil:za, i. e., when the objects of medi­
tation are yellow, red and white respecively. The kasil).aS are 
to be prepared like the Nilakasil:za, as detailed above, and the 
process is the same for developing the nimittas and jhanas. 

IX. The ninth is Aloka-kasi~ia. i. e., when the object of 
meditation is a spot of light. The sun's or the moon's rays, 
when received through a chink in the walls, or a window or 
through an opening in a thicklfoilage, form a circular spot of 
light on the earth, The adept fixes his attention on it and 
utters ·obhaso obhaso', 'aloko aloko'. The spot of light may 
also be obtained artificially by putting a lamp within a jar 
having a hole in its side. As explained before, the adept by 
concentrating his mind on the spot of light develops the· 
nimittas and jhanas. 1 

X. The tenth is Paricchinniikiisa-kasina, i. e., when the 
object of meditation is a 'circumscribed s~ace'. The opening. 

1 Vism., pp. 174-5. 
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in a wall or a window may well be selected as paricchinna­
akasa, or an opening may be made, say, four fingers wide in a 
well-covered pavilion or in a sheet of leather. The adept is 
to fix his attention on the opening and utter ·aka.so akaso' 
and develop gradually the nimittas and jha1zas. 1 

In conclusion, Buddhaghosa speaks of the various mira­
culous powers acquired by an adept by successfully practising 
the above ten kasil).as. 2 

2. Ten Asubhas or Unpleasant objects 

The ten asubha (unpleasant) objects of meditation refer to· 
the ten states, through which an uncared for corpse passes 
before it is completely destroyed. They are,-

(i) uddhumatakam or swollen corpse; 

(ii) vinzlakam, i.e., when the colour of the corpse has. 
become blue; 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(xi) 

(x) 

vipubbakam or the corpse full of pus; 

vicchiddakam or the corpse with limbs torn asun­
der, (e.g., dead bodies of thieves); 

vikkhayitam, i. e., when the corpse bas been 
mangled by dogs and jackles; 
vikkhittam or the corpse with dismembered limbs; 

hatavikkhittam or the corpse with its limbs partly 
destroyed and partly scattered; 

lohitakam or the corpse covered here and there· 
with blood (e.g. of a soldier in a battle-field); 

puluvakam or the corpse full of worms; 

atthikam or the skeleton. 

After enumerating these ten unpleasant objects of medita­
tion, Buddhaghosa deals with the following topics: 

(i) safety of the place where a corpse is found; 

1 Vism., pp. 175-7. 2 l bid., p. 175. 
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(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 
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how an adept should behave or what he should 
ponder over while going to or coming from the 
place of meditation; 

sex of the corpse and its suitability; 

advantages of leaving instructions with the 
teacher and fellow-brethren about the place select-
ed by him for meditation; 

(v) the path and direction to be chosen; 

(vi) the nature of the noticeable objects around the 
place where the corpse is found; 

(vii) the characteristics of the corpse to be observ­
ed by him, viz., colour, sex, position, direction 
and size of the corpse, as also joints, apertures, 
depth of eye-sockets etc., thickness, and a general 
view of the corpse. 

The meditator, as in the case of paJhavz, tries to convert 
the corpse into a concept (patibhaga), and then as usual gets 
rid of the five hindrances (nzvara{ws),1 and induce the 
~cstacies by gradually doing away with vitakka and viciira, 
_pzti and sukha.2 

3. Ten Anussatis or Recollections 

The two previous lists of Kammatthanas speak of actual 
-objects upon which the adept concentrates his mind, gradually 
-converting them into concepts. The present list speaks of 
pure cogitation of the merits (gu1_1.as)3 of (i) Buddha, (ii) 

1 See above, p. 166, fn. 3. 2 Vism., p. 198; See ante, p. 161 
3 In the Visuddhimagga, the merits (gu,.zas) of each of these have 

:been quoied from the Pitaka. These are as follows: 
(i) Buddhanussati-lti pi so Bhagava araharp. sammasambuddho 

vijjacaral).asampanno sugato lokavidii anuttaro purisadamma· 
sarathi sattha devamanussanarp. Buddha Bhagava ti. 

(ii) Dhammanussati-Svakkhato Bhagavato dhammo sanditthiko 
akaliko ehipassiko opanayiko paccattarp. veditabbo viiiiiiihi ti. 
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Dhamma and (iii) Sai1gha, as also of (iv) s-Ua (observance of 
precepts), (v) caga {charity) and (vi) devatii (ways and 
means by which one is reborn in the realm of the gods). Such 
cogitation leads to quietude of the mind (cittm11 pas7dati) and 
destroys the five hindrances (11frara~ws), 1 produces great joy 
and ultimately induces insight leading to arhathood 
(vipassana). 

Besides the six anussatis mentioned above, there are three 
other anussatis called (vii) mara~za-sati (viii) kiiyagatii. 
sati, (ix) anapana--sati, and (x) upasamanussati, i. e., 
recollection of inevitable death, of the contents of the physi­
.cal body, of inhalation, and of final quietude. 

(vii) The practice of mara~za-sati implies that the adept 
after having seen a corpse is to ponder over the fact that be 
is also subject to that inevitable death and by doing so be 
rouses his mindfulness of death, mental agitation and also 
knowledge relating to it. This leads to the destruction of the 

(iii) Sai1ghlinussai-Supatipanno Bbagavato savakasaiigho ujup. 
b. s., iUiyap. b. s., samicip. b. s., yad-idam cattari purisayugan 
atthapurisapuggala esa bbagavato savakasailgbo ahuneyyo 
pahuneyyo dakkhil)eyyo, aiijalikaral)iyo anuttararp. pufiiia­
khettaqi lokassa ti. 

(iv) Silanussati-Abo vata me silani akhal)c;lani acchiddani asaba­
llini akammasani bhujissaui vififiiipasatthani aparamatthiini 
samadbisamvattanikani ti. 

(v) Caganussati-Labha vata me, suladdbarp. vata me, yo'baqi 
maccberamalapariyutthitaya pajaya vigatamalamaccherena 
ceta5a vibarami, muttacago payatapaJ:ti vossagarato yacayogo 
danasarp.vibbagarato ti. 

'(vi) Devatlinussati-Santi deva Catumaharajika, santi deva Tava­
tirp.sa, Yama, Tusita, Nimmanaratino, Paranimitta-vasavattino, 
santi deva Brabmakayika, santi deva tat'uttarirp.; yathariipliya 
saddhliya samannagata ta devata ito cuta tattba uppanna 
mayharp. pi tathariipa saddha sarp.vijjati yatha-riipena silena .. . 
. . .. . .. . . yatbariipena sutena ............ yatharupena cagena ........... . 
yathariipaya pafifiaya samannagatli ta devatli ito cutli tattha 
uppanna mayharp. pi tathliriipli pafiiili sarp.vijjati ti. 

1 See above, p. 166, fn. 3. 
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hindrances (n1vara1;1as) and induction of the jhanas. 
Buddhaghosa gives detailed direction about the instances of 
death to be selected by the meditator.1 

(viii) The practice of kiiyagatiisati means that the adept 
is to ponder over the fact that this body from head to foot is 
full of many impure things and that there are in it hair. nails, 
spleen, intestines, etc. The most popular way of taking up 
this kammatthiina is to repeat the list of things contained in 
the body hundreds or thousands of times either loudly or 
mentally and thereby induce concentration of mind. Buddha­
gbosa then gives many other directions about the best way of 
practising kiiyagatii sati, and treats in detail the various con­
tents of the body,-a treatment which may well bear compari­
son to a modern anatomical study. 2 

(ix) The ninth is Anapanasati. Inducing meditation by 
the process of controlling breath was very widely known and 
is, in fact, adopted by all religions, which advocate concentra­
tion of mind. It corresponds partly to the Prii~zayama as 
described in the Brahmat).ic Yogasastras, in which puraka 
(inhaling), kumbhaka (stoppage of breath) and recaka (exhal­
ing) form the three essential factors. 3 In the Buddhist medita• 
tional practices it is given an important place and forms one 
of the chief subject-matters of discourse under the heading 
Satipatthii.na4 ( =Smrtyupasthana i.e. watchfulness of what is 
happening in body, feeling and mind, and of what are the 
spiritual acquisitions gained). In the Yogiivacara's Manual, it is 
given the first place among the various meditational exercises. 

Those, who choose breath-control as their Kammatthana, 
are required to go to a forest or to a secluded spot, sever his 
thoughts from the outside world and direct his attention to 
his own inhalation and exhalation and thus gradually develop 
upacara and appana.5 He should sit cross-legged, keeping his 
body erect. Then he is to exhale (assasa) and inhale (passiisa}~ 

1 Vism., pp. 230 ff. 2 I bid , pp. 243 ff.; 250 ff. 
3 Cf. Majjlzima, I, p. 243-4; Pata11jala, I, 34, 49. 4 See Infra. 
5 Vism., p. 269. 
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-observing the time it takes for full inhalation and full exhala­
tion, watching also when exhalation or inhalation starts (iidi). 
reaches the middle (majjha) and ends (pariyosiina). In 
exhalation the breath starts from the navel (niibhi). passes 
through the heart (hadaya) and reaches the nose-tip (nllsikag­
ga,!z) •1 and in inhalation the process is in the reverse 
direction. The mind follows the course of the breath cons­

•ciously. It is only by long practice that an adept is able to 
keep himself aware:of all the three stages of in-breathing 
and out-breathrng.2 Such observation and control of the 
breath lead to stoppage of all bodily movements (passam­

bhaya,r,, kayasa,i khiira,!1).3 
The artificial aid&4 taken by an adept for i"lnliplinasati are 

mainly (i) gatza{lli, i.e., counting, which is not to exceed ten; 
(ii) anubandhanli, i.e., following the course in its three stages, 

·viz., beginning, middle and end; and (iii) phusanli, i.e., watch­
ing the points of contact, navel (nlibhi), heart (hadaya) and 
nose-tip (nlisikagga,!zV' By these aids the adept soon acquires 
the patiblzliga-nimitta (concept) and devel0ps appana (or 
Jhapanii, fixation of the mind) and in some cases the body 
of the adept becomes so light as to rise up in the air.8 At this 
stage the external inhalation and exhalation cease but there is 
internal inhalation, to which then the adept's mind is 
directed. The subject of meditation may be either asslisa 

-or passlisa, or nimitta (after-image) of either. 7 

By meditating upon the nimitta without colour (va{z{'la) 

I Not 11iibhikaggai11. See Vism .. p. 280. In the Sa11dhyii-11piisa11ii 
of the BriihmaQas, the three points are navel, heart and forehead, the first 
being the seat of Brahma, the second of Kesava and the third of .sambhu. 

Cf. Piita,ijalabhii.y:ya, I, 34: <f.1~ fflRTf~~~ ~i?r'fcro'511tl 

crn.f ~~q\f, N'ITT'{~ m~m: , crr ... ~·r cIT +1;m: ft!-.r@ i(-!Wi~4<l 1 

2 Cf. Patisamhhidii-magga, I, p 177, 3 Vism, pp. 274-7 
4 Cf. Piita,ijalabhii.yya, I, 50. 5 Vism., p. 278 
6 Ibid., pp. 282-3. Cf. Piita,ijalabhii.yya, I, 34. 
1 Vism., p. 285. 
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and characteristics (lakkha{za) one destroys the five nzvara{ias 
and develops the jhiinas. 1 

(x) The last of the anussatis is V pasamanussati or 
cogitation of Nibbana. The adept as usual is to retire to a 
lonely place and think of the fact that the abser.ce of attach­
ment (viraga) is the best of all dhammas. constituted and un­
constituted. He thereby develops concentration of mind and 
the jhanas. 

4. Four Brahmaviha.ras or States of me111al purity 

The four Brahmaviharas ar~ (i) amity, (ii) compassion. 
(iii) sympathetic joy (iv) and equanimity (metta, karu{1ii, 
mudita and upekkha).2 These are so called because they 
make the minds of the adepts pure like those of the Brahma­
kayika gods and after death they are reborn in the highest 
plane of existence. 3 

(i) The adept desirous of practising amity (mettii-bhavanli) 
should take his seat in a secluded place after he has finished 
his meal and realise the evils of hateful mind (dosa­
citta) and merits of forbearance (khanti), for by mettii• 
bhiivana, hatred is removed and forbearence developed. 

The first step in mettii-bha.vanii is to select the person upon 
whom the adept is to cast a friendly eye but at the same time 
keeping his mind free from attachment (riiga) and such other 
feelings. After pointing out the various difficulties in selecting 
the person, it is suggested that mettii-feeling should be first 
exercised in connection with one's own self, i.e., wish for one's 
own good and then wish for the good of his spiritual 
preceptor and then of the next closer to him. In this 

1 Ibid., p. 286. 
2 Cf. Plitaiijala, III, 23, and Bhlin·a, I. 33: ~ ~~ 

~¾H:ii:JTTlfTtrr;f! irr:ft• ~ ~=ffl~!J ~ ~~ ~. 

~re~ ~~ 1 ~ ~= ~~ ~~ ~~ 1 -~ra~ f~ 
SIW e: fo, ~"fjf!:f • f~mcr,{ m II 

3 Vism., p 320. 
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way he is to extend his range, including ultimately bis 
enemies, after having completely destroyed his inimi­
cal feeling (pafi~ha), if any. He is to extend his scope 
from the inmates of his own monastery (avasa) to 
those of another and so on, to nine or ten monasteries, 
and then to the inhabitants of a village, town and so forth up to 
a cakkava}a.1 The next step for him is, to break down the line 
of demarcation (szma-sambheda) between any two persons,. 
i. e., his feeling of love towards himself, bis friends, bis 
enemies or neutrals should be absolutely without any 
distinction. As for instance, if a man wants to kill bis 
enemy, he must not say that the life of the enemy be spared 
and that of the man be taken instead; it will not be then 
s,ma-asambheda. To him there should be no distinction 
between a man and his enemy, and it is this state of mind 
that mettii-bhavanii is expected to produce. As soon as 
simii-asambheda is developed he has the necessary nimitta. 
upaciira and appanii and he soon acquires the four 
jhanas/· 

In the Nikayas, the usual statement is that the adept exer­
cises the mettii-feelings towards all beings in all the directions 
one after another. This is possible only after the adept has 
gone through the procedure described above. 

(ii) In kc.rm:zii-bhiivana (practice of compassion) also, the 
adept is to choose a suitable object of compassion. e. g., an 
indigent person begging for alms or a criminal when being 
taken to the place of punishment and so forth. Gradually, 
he is to extend bis range for compassion, includiug ulti­
mately his enemies, after removing hatred (pafigha), if any. 
Like metta-bhavana, he is to practise szma-asambhed,i and 
develop nimitta, upacara, appanii and the jhanas. 

(iii) In muditii-bhavana (practice of appreciating other's 
success) the adept is to have a feeling of joy at another's 

1 Vism., p. 320. 2 Vism .. p. 307. 
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happiness (muditii). The best way to start is with a close friend 
(atippi)asahiiyako) of the adept and then with other persons, 
who may be selected one after another and ultimately his 
enemy. The remaining process is the same as that of mettlz· 

bhavana, 

(iv) U pekklzii-bhiivanii (practice of equanimity) is generally 
taken up by an adept who has perfected himself in the 
previous three blzavanas and acquired the jh£111as. In the 
jhiinas too, there are the feelings of pleasure (pUi) and detach­
ment (virilga), which being akin to fondness (anu11aya) and 
hatred (pafigha), have to be eschewed in upekkha-blzavana. 

In practising upekkha-bhavana it is suggested that the 
person to be selected for the exercise of the feeling of equani­
mity should be a neutral one and then a friend, and then an 
enemy. Like metta-bhiivanii, in upekklza too, the s"ima-asam· 
bheda is to be observed, developing ultimately the jha.nas. 

5. Four Aruppas or Samupattis 

The Kammatthiinas that we have dealt with so far are 
meant to induce the first four jhunas, which keep the 
mind of the adept within the limits of Rupaloka. The subjects 
• of meditation that we propose to treat now induce the higher 
jhiinas from the fifth to the eighth, usually called Samapattis, 
and carry the mind of the adept to the region of Arupaloka, 

(i) The first subject of meditation of the .Aruppas is 
unlimited space (akasiinaiiciiyatana = ananta-akasayatana). 
It starts with iikasakasirJa as dealt with above1 with the 
difference that space (iikiisa) in this case is unlimited extend· 
ing over the whole cakkava.[a. So long the conception of 
akasa is associated with cakkavii[a, though it is unlimited, the 
adept does not go beyond the Rupaloka. The adept 
is to think constantly of unlimited space (ananta-akasa), 
but without any reference to the iikiisa as extending over 

1 See ante, p. 168-9. 
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.a cakkavii[a or so forth. In short, his mind is to be severed 
from all conceptions of objects (sabbaso rfipasannanaf!Z 
samatzkkamii), 1 and hence freed from the possibility of the 
sense of distinction (niinatta-saiiiiii). By constantly meditating 
over this nimitta, he destroys the nivara{zas,2 develops 
mindfulness (sati) and concentrates his mind by means of 
upaciira,3 etc. and attains the fifth jhiina. 

(ii) The second subjl!ct of meditation of the .Aruppas 
·is unlimited consciousness (viiifia,;ziinaficiiyatana = ananta­
vijiianayatana). This is closely connected with the previous 
subject of meditation and at the same time a step in 
advance. In the iikiisiinaficliyatana meditation. the adept's 
mind is not without some notion of location (desa). This 
is considered as faulty and the adept seeks to withdraw his 
mind from the sense of location and confines his attention 
to the concept" ( vififili,:za) of ananta-iikiisa and cogitates 
on ananta-viiifili,:za only and develops as usual the jhiinas. 

,reaching the sixth j/ziina. 
(iii) The third subject of meditation of the Aruppas is 

-nothingness (likiiicafiiiayatana=n'atthi kiii.ci iti ayatana or 
nassa kifi.canan ti akifi.canarp., akiiicanassa bbavo akifi.ca­
niiaqi). In this case the adept withdraws his mind from 
the concept (viiiiiii{za) of ananta-iikiisa, and cogitates on 
-voidness or absence of concept (vin,iii,:za) and everything 
else (n'atthi n'atthi ti va sufifiai:p suiifi.an ti va vivitta1p. 
vivittan ti vii). By such cogitation. his mind realises the 
non-existence of viiifiii,:za and thus gradually develops the 
seventh jhlina, the jhiina of nothingness. 

(iv) The fourth subject of meditation of the .Aruppas is 
said to be neither perception nor non-perception (n'evasaiifiii-

1 Riipasaiiiia=Patigha-safifia, because by pafighata (contact) of 
object and eyes arises rupasaii1iii. See Vism., p. 329. 

2 See above, p. 166, fn. 3. 3 Vism., p. 328. 
4 Pavatta-vi1'i1ia~a=consciousness that has arisen in an adept's 

mind by concentrating his mind on anaota-akasa. 

12 
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nasaiiiiayatana=naivasarµjii.a-nasa111jii.ayatana). but in fact, the 
~ental state of n' evasaiiiiiinii.saiiiiii is derived by cogitation 
of akii'zcaiiiiayatana. i.e., absence (abhiiva) of concept (viiiiiii(ia) 

which is derived from perception (saiiiiil). In the seventh 
jhana, the meditator gradually gets rid of perception 
(saniia) of the four constituents (rupa, vedana. sankhara and 
vifiiiai:iaJ, but retains a perception (saiii'iii) of extreme subtlety 
---the residuum of sankhiirii. He cannot perceive ordinary 
things but he is not absolutely without perception. Hence 
the mental state of the meditator in the eighth jhiina is 
without perception of ordinary things (11' eva saiiiiii) but not 
without the subtlest perception (na asani'ia). 

The last two Kammaf/hiinas 

The last two Kammatthanas are (i) ilhlire pafikiilasa111iii• 
bhii.vanii. and (ii) catudhatu-vavatthiina-bhilvanjj, 

6. Ahiire patikt""i,la.saiiiiil bhjjvanil (or meditation to 
develop aversion to food). The adept is to ponder over the 
evils associat_ed with food. The evils may be of many 
kinds, e. g., botheration of going out for alms and seeking 
for it ~ performing the preliminaries when taking food ; 
the unclean stomach which receives the food. indigestibility 
of food and so forth. By meditating over these evils, he gets 
rid of desire for food and gradually of all desires (ta~zhil). He 
feels no attachment for his body, and thus attains the sum­
mum bonum in this life.1 

1. Catudhiitu-vavatthiina-bhavanii (or the meditation to 
determine the four elements of the body). The adept, taking 
up this kammat1hiina. examines the contents of his body 
under the four heads: earth, water, air and fire. He takes 
into consideration one by one his skin, flesh, sinews, 
mai;row. kidney, bones etc.,2 and examines their functions 
and then looks upon them as nothing but one of 
the four elements, and as such he regards them as mere 

1 Vism., pp. 341-7. 2 For details, see Vism., pp. 358-67. 
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material objects (acetana), indeterminable (avyiikata), subs­
tanceless (sufoia), non-sentient (nissatta) and so forth. Such 
examination and cogitation make the adept realise the void­
ness (sufoiatam) of his self as also of the world. He can no 
longer perceive the existence of different beings. As soon as 
he develops this mental state, he attains the highest know­
ledge,1 

C. Kalyi'i~zamitta or Spiritual Preceptor 

A monk, anxious to take up a subject for meditation, 
must, at first, choose a competent spiritual preceptor 
(kalyii{zamitta). He should try to find out one who has 
mastered the fourth and fifth jhiinas and has thereby develop­
ed insight (vipassana) into the truths of the universe, and has, 
in fact, become an Arhat, by destroying all the impurities 
(asavas). Failing to get hold of such persons, he should seek 
for the next best in the descending scale,2 thus :j 

(i) an anagami ; 
(ii) a sakadagami; 
(iii) a sotapanna ; 
(iv) a puthujjana3 who practises the jbanas ; 

(v-vii) a master of three or two or one pitaka ; 
(viii) a master of one nikaya with its aghakatba, 

and lastly, (ix) a lajji (a man of self-restraint). 
If the candidate finds a suitable preceptor in the monas­

tery where he lives, it is well and good ; if not, he should 
proceed to the place where he may find his preceptor. On 
his way to, as also on his arrival at, his destination he must 
not be failing in the duties prescribed in the Vinaya (ii. 223) 
for a disciple (anteviisika), and he should reverentially and 
discreetly approach his preceptor, and apprise him of his 
intention of taking up a subject of meditation. 

1 Vism., pp. 347-70. 
2 Vism., pp. 98 ff. 
3 By putlwjjana (prt/zag-jana) is meant one who has not attained 

any one of the four fruits of sanctification. 
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D. The Candidate 

The candidate should offer himself to his spiritual precep­
tor, saying that he is resolved to carry out his commands, and 
even if necessary, he would not hesitate to throw himself 
down a cliff or stop his respiration to death if his kalyal)a­
mitta wanted him (O do so. A candidate with such resolution 
is not afraid of fearful lonely forests and readily listens to the 
admonitions of his preceptor.1 

He must possess the requisite intention (ajjhii.saya), viz., 
aversion to attachment, hatred and delusion (raga, dosa and 
moha) as well as to house-hold life (smiganika) ar.d all 
forms of existence in the world (sabbabhavagati). 2 He should 
have ardent desire (adhimutti) for meditation and ultimately 
for Nibbana. 

When he approaches his preceptor for a Kammatthana, he 
is to answer the questions, which will be put to him by his 
preceptor in order to ascertain the Kammaghana that would 
suit him best. He is to receive his instructions and then 
ponder over them carefully. 3 

Anuriipa-vihiira ; The suitability of the place for 
meditation should also be taken into consideration. 
The candidate should preferably dwell with his pre­
ceptor in the same monastery. Failing that, he should 
find out a suitable place not far from the abode of his 
preceptor, for he is to see him occasionally in order to 
correct himself about the practice of a Kamma1thiina. Bud­
dhaghosa enumerates eighteen kinds of places4 unsuitable for 

1 Vism., pp. 115-6. 
2 The opposites of these respectively are alobha, adosa, amoha 

nekkhamma, paviveka, and nissara.I].a. See Vism., p. 116. 
3 Vism., p. 117. 
4 Vism., pp. 118-122. The eighteen places are; 

Mahavasarp. navavasarp. jaravasaii ca panthanirp., 
Sm;u)irp. paQl}.aii ca, phalarp. patthitam eva ca 
Nagararp. darm;ia khettarp., visabhagena pattanaQl 
Paccantasimasappayarp., yattha mitto na Iabhati. 
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meditational purposes. The suitable place for meditation 
should fulfil the following conditions: 

(a) not far nor too close. 
(b) easy of access, 
(c) not crowded by day. 
(d) quiet at night, and 
(e) not exposed to mosquitoes. serpents. wind or sun. 1 

About the suitability of the time for meditation, it is re• 
commended that it should be after the monk has returned 
from his begging round and taken his mid-day meal. 2 

Determiliation of mental states : The first and 
foremost duty of the Kalyru;.amitta (spiritual preceptor) 
is to study the mental leanings of the candidate before 
he can prescribe his subject of meditation. It may be 
incidentally remarked that unless the perceptor is an 
Arhat or at least an Anagami or a Sakadagami, he cannot be 
expected to have acquired the higher powers (abhifiiiii) of 
knowing others' minds (paracitta,ia{ia) or of one's previous 
births (pubbeniviisiinussatiizii{za), which are indispensable for 
ascertaining properly the mental leanings of the candidate. For 
practical purposes, it is suggested that the spiritual preceptor 
should ascertain the leanings of the candidate by asking him 
what he likes and dislikes.3 A person's leanings should be 
ascertained by observing closely his movements (iriyiipatha), 
actions (kicca). food (bhojana), ways of looking at things 
(dassana), 4 and lastly the qualities peculiar to him. 

Buddhaghosa5 classifies the mental leanings of individuals 
under six classes, viz.. (i) raga (attachment), (ii) dosa 
(hatred). (iii) moha (delusion). (iv) saddhii (faith), (v) buddhi 
(intelligence) and (vi) vitakka (discursive thoughts). Class 
(i) has for its characteristics more of deceitfulness, pride, 
evil desires. ambition, discontentedness, fickleness etc. ; class 
(ii) has more of anger. hyi10crisy, envy. miserliness etc. 

1 Vism., p. 122. 2 Ibid., p. 123. 3 Ibid., p. 107. 
4 For details, see Vism., pp. 104 ff. 5 Vism., pp. 101 ff. 
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class (iii) has more of idleness, doubts, obstinacy, etc. ; class 
(iv) i.e. those with saddha have the characteristics of being 
given more to charity, desire of seeing holy persons aud hear· 
ing religious discourses, has joy, love of solitude, credulous• 
ness etc.; class (v) has amiability, friendship, moderation in 
food, mindfulness, watchfulness, emotion and exertion etc.; 
and class (vi) has propensity for discussion, love for frequent· 
ing societies, lack of keenness in application for good objects, 
unsteadiness, fondness for moving about, etc. 

The above is only a very general classification, for Buddha• 
ghosa points out the p,)ssibility of further analysis of mental 
leanings, e.g., those with riiga have a liking for evil deeds 
while those with saddlzii for moral precepts and so forth; hence 
there is a commonness between these two classes, i.e. both 
have a strong feeling or earnestness for evil in one case and 
for good in the other. Thus, all the six classes admit of 
further analysis, and a closer discrimination should therefore 
be made for the prescription of the subjects of meditation. 

Another interesting explanation is ol:Yered by Buddhaghosa 
regarding the first three classes. He says that a person's nature 
may be ascertained by knowing his previous lives, e.g., those 
who performed good deeds through riiga and were as a result 
born in heavens have in their present life proneness to raga, 
while those who in their previous lives injured others in 
various ways and were as a result born in the hells or naga 
worlds, develop in this existence a leaning towards dosa1; siroi• 
larly those, who were in their previous lives given to drinking 
and did not care for learning, have more of moha, 
Buddhaghosa gives another interesting explanation of these 
three classes of persons.2 He says that those with moha have 
in their body more of the two elements, earth and water, while 
those with dosa1 have more of fire and air, and those with 
raga have all the four elements in due proportion. 

Further information is furnished by him about the kind of 

1 I. e. dve:ja, 2 Vism., p. 103. 
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~pot to be chosen for a candidate with a particular leanino-
""' 

what should be the nature of his dress, bowl, begging places . 
. food-givers, food, postures (iriyapathas), and the colour of 
his subjects of meditat:on. 1 

A selection is suggested from among the forty kam­
mauhanas (subjects of meditation) according to the different 
mental leanings thus: 2 

MENTAL LEANINGS KAMMATTHXNAS 

For ragacarita, the ten asubhas (unpleasant objects) and 
kayagata sati (mindfulness about body); 

,. dosacarita. the four brahmavibaras and four colours 
( va{1,:iakasit:zani); 

., molzacarita 
and 

,, vitakkacarita, 

only anapana-sati (mindfulness about in­
halation and exhalation); 

., saddhacarita, the six kinds of anussati (see above 
p. 171); 

,. buddhicarita, mara1~asati, upasamanussati, catudhatu­
vavattbana and a.bare patikiilasa:ii:iia.. 

It is not possible to deal comprehensively with all the men­
·tal states in any treatise, but the above exposition makes it 
·clear that the choice of the subjects of meditation was given 
a very important place in the code of Buddhist medita­
tional practices. Buddhaghosa, however, admits that there is 
neither any original treatise (Pali) nor any commentary (agha­
lkatha.) which deals with the mental leanings of a candidate 

1 See for details Vism., pp. 108 ff. 
2 Vism., p. 114; A bhidlwmmattha-sari,gaha, p. 41-2. Cf. Udana, iv. 1 :. 

a,ubha bhavetabba ragassa pahiinaya 
metta vyapadassa ,, 
anapanasati vitakka-upacchedaya 
aniccasaiifia ,, asmimanassa samugghiitaya 
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and what has been said above was gleaned by him from the 
oral instructions of teachers. 1 

The Preliminaries 

In the Visuddhimagga, a few details are lacking about the· 
preliminaries that a candidate has to go through before he 
commences bis meditational exercises. These are to be 
found in the Y ogavacara's Manual. 

The candidate first salutes the Buddha, Dhamma and 
Sangha by uttering the usual formulre with the belief that 
this not only makes him meritorious but also removes many 
of the hindrances to meditation.2 

Then he prays for happiness for all beings including his 
friends and relatives and at the same time wishes that Mara 
be kept away from him so that he may succeed in his mission. 

He then utters the formula of confession, praying that he 
may be absolved of all sins that he might have committed 
knowingly or unknowingly. 

He now promises to abide by the teachings of the omni­
scient Gotama and prays for uggaha-nimitta, patibhoga-nimitta, 
upacara-vidhi, and appana-samiidhi.3 To infuse confidence 
into bis mind he thinks of those of Buddha's disciples, who 
had before him followed this path and succeeded in attaining 
their object, and resolves that he will likewise with the help 
of his teacher, succeed in reaching the goal, Nibbana. 

He now sits cross-legged keeping his body erect and fixes.­
bis mind on the subject of meditation (kammaJtha.na)."' 

1 Vism., p. 107. See Tittha-jiitaka (Vol. I), in which Buddha changed 
an asubha object of meditation of an adept into a sub ha (a flower), in 
accordance with his mental leaning. 

2 Yogiivacara's Ma1111al, p. 3: 

Iccevam accanta namassaneyyarp, namassamano ratanattayarp yaqt 
Pufifi.abhisandarp vipularp aladdharp, tassanubhavena hatantarayo. 

3 See Infra, p. 185f. 
4 The Yogiirncara's Manual does not treat the subject systematically 

as bas been supposed by Dr. Rhys Davids. It contains just an 
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E. THE SUCCESSIVE STEPS IN MEDITATION 

I. U pacara 1 (Preparatory to abstraction} 
We have spoken of the various objects of meditation on 

which the adept fixes his attention, trying all the while to 
convert it into a concept as clear and distinct as the object be· 
sees with open eyes. The first attempts that be makes at 
tlie fixation of his mind on the object of meditation 
which is termed parikamma-nimitta (=aid for abstraction)­
are called parikamma-bhiivanii. When the adept has 
been able to see the object in his own mind as vividly as he 
has been doing with eyes open, he is said to have acquired 
the mental image i.e. concept (11ggaha-11imitta). 2 The attempts­
that are now being made by the adept to make the concept 
not only clearer and brighter than the actual object as seen by 
his physical eyes but free from the characteristics (lakkha,:zas} 

of colour, form. size, etc., which are treated as meditationa!. 
laches (kasi,:za-defects} are known as preparatory abstraction 
(upaciira-bhiivanii). Even at this stage the mind of the 
adept cannot be steady in concentration; it is like a child. 
unable to stand though making attempts to stand on his 
legs. The brighter concept, which he now possesses 
though intermittently, is called rdlex image (pafibhiiga­
nimitta}. 3 • It is exceedingly difficult to make the paJibhiiga­

nimitta steady and this is not possible for an adept 
so long he is in the upaciira stage. He will now have­
to exert to pass from preparatory abstraction, which is 
unsteady. to actual abstraction, which must be steady 
(i. e. from upaciira to appanii}-

He bas got to be very particular about the selection of his 
dwelling abode (iiviisa), places from which to collect alms 
(gocara), improper talks (b/zassa), associates (puggala), food 

enumeration, like all other Buddhist texts, of the different mental states 
and objects of meditation, connected with the four jhanas. 

1 It literally means that the mind of the meditator moves around the 
object of meditation. 

2 A bhidltammattha-sa1igalza, p. 42 3 Vism., p. 125. 
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·(bhojana), seasonal food (utu) and postures in which he 
·should pass bis time (iriyfipathas). 1 

II. Appana~ (Abstraction) 
The stage next to upadira is appana in which the adept's 

power of concentration becomes strong and steady, his mind 
being likened to a grown up man able to stand on his legs ::is 
long as he likes. In the appana stage, the adept can fix his 
attention on the subject of meditation one whole day or one 
whole night. 3 It is not possible to maintain the concept (pa/i· 
bhciga-nimitta) for any length of time unless the adept reaches 
the appanii stage. It sometimes happens that the adept becomes 
over-energetic and thereby gets excited and fails to attain the 
,firmness of appana state. As a reaction to it, sometimes it so 
happens that he gets dejected, his energy slackens and bis 
mind drifts to slothfulness. It is therefore advised that the 

.adept should neither be over-energetic nor slack in directing 
his mind towards the object of meditation (nimitta). It is by 

·maintaining the balance of mental energy that an adept easily 
obtains appanii."' 

1 Vism., pp. 127-8. 
2 It literally means placing or fixing (arpai_za) of mind on the 

• object of meditation. 
3 Vism., p, 126. 
4 See Vism., p. 137. The ten ways and means for passing from the 

• upaciira to the appanii stage are enumerated as follows: 
a. Cleanliness in regard to body and clothing. 
b. Equipose (samablziiva) of the faculties of faith (saddlzli), 

energy (viriya), mindfulness (sati), concentration (samiid/zi) aod 
knowledge (paiiiiii). 

c. Proficiency in acquiring the concept (nimitta) and in main· 
taining it. 

-d. Avoidance of mental slackness. This· is to be done not bY 
passaddhi, samiidlzi and upekklza sambojjlzm·~gas, but by 
dhammavicaya, viriya and piti sambojilzair,gas. The dham· 
mavicaya-sambojilza-iiga helps the adept to choose those 
dhammas which put in him more and more of energy (i. e. 
iirambha, nikkama and parakkama). The viriya-sambojjlzan,ga 

makes him remember the fact that it is by being energetic, 
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For the att • . ainment of appana state the adept stops 
bis subl" • • tminal consct0usness (bhava,iga citta) and con-
centrates his mind on the object of meditation. which 
then becomes an object of mental reflection (mano­
dviiravajja,!i). It is followed by the seven thought­
moments (sattakkhattlll!l javanam javati). It is in the fourth 
~r the fifth moment that the appana state of mind 
18 dev~loped. 1 It happens in a moment (ekacittakkha{iika). 
Immediately after appanii, i.e., in the sixth or seventh moment 
reappears the subliminal consciousness (bhava,igacitta). The 
appana state therefore refers to a certain mental development 
which the adept acquires in course of meditational practices. 
One who has developed that state is able to keep up the concept 
{pa/ibh,""iga-nimitta) for a certain length of time and becomes 

them if he applies his energy and dismisses his slothfulness. 
Persons have became great and that he can also be like 
The piti-sambojjhair,ga leads the adept to practise the 
-<mussatis (see p. 171) and to associate with gentle persons to the 
exclusion of the vulgar and to reflect on Suttantas which 
Produce serene pleasure (pasiida). These three sambojjhangas 
help the adept to make his mind strong and energetic when 
necessary and protect his mind from becoming weak. 

,e. Not allowing the mind to get excited (uddlzata). This is done 
not by dhammavicaya, viriya and p"iti sambojjhmi,gas but 
by passaddhi (tranquility), samiidhi (concentration) and Ltpe­

kkha (equanimity) sambojj/zm\gas. 
Buddhaghosa enumerates the various ways and means, by which the 

-sambojjha1igas are developed ( Vism., p. 134). Re: Sambojjhangas, 
see infra. 

f. Toning up the mind. Som.-:times the adept gets disheartened by 
failing to acquire the desired object, viz., knowledge or quietude. 
To get over such depression of mind, he is advised to remem­
ber things which would inspire his mind (saifivegavattlzuni), for 
enumeration of which, see Vism., p. 135. 

g. Developing equanimity. 
h-i. Avoidance of persons not engaged in meditation and association 

With persons engaged in meditation; and 
j, Strong desire for concentration of mind. 

1 Vism., pp. 137-8; Abhi. S., p. 17-18. 
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fit for practising the jhanas. He is now a member of the­
family of meditators (gotrabha). 1 By repeatedly meditating' 
over the concept (patibhllganimitta). he can induce the 
first trance (pafhamajjhllna).-J 

Ill. Tlze First Trance 
The conditions precedent to the attainment of the first 

trance are 
l. Dissociation from the attractive things ot the world' 

(vatthukiima)3 and from mental impurities (kilesa­
kama),"' like strong will (clzanda). attachment 
(riiga), or the five hindrances (n"ivara~ws). 

2. Directing (abhiniropm:za) the mind to the object of 
meditation. 5 It is compared to the spreading of 
wings when the bird is about to fly up. 

3. Roaming of the mind on the object of rn~ditation6
• 

It is compared to the turning round of the bees on 
the top of a lotus (anuppabandhana). 1 

4. Derivation of mental and physical pleasure (pzna~za)' 
by the removal of hindrances (nzvara~ws), follow­
ed by its enjoyment (a11ubruha~za),8 and lastly, 

5. Concentration of mind (ekaggatii). 

1 Vism., pp. 138-139; Atthasiilini, pp. 164 ff. 
2 _ Abhi. S., pp. 42-43: Tato pararp. tam eva patibhagamittaqt 

upacarasamadhina samasevantassa rupavacara-pathamajjhanam appeti. 
3 vivicc'eva kiimehi. 4 vfricca akusalehi dhamme/ri. 
5 It is savitakk 6 I • • -a. t 1s savicara. 
7 . In the Dukanipatatthakathii (see Vism., p. 142), the simile given­

of vitakka and viciira is as follows; 
The bird's act of fl • • ·t • • • • ed ymg by resting on 1 s wmgs m the air 1s compar 

to the adept's placing the mind on the object of meditation (savitakka) 
while its actual flying by moving its wings is compared to the adept's 
thoughts going deep into the object of meditation (savicara). 

Another simile of vitakka and vicara is as follows: firm grasping of 
a dirty bowl by one hand is vitakka, while the act of cleansing it by th~ 
other band is viciira. 

8 Vivekaja1ri p1tisukhm?1: ittlziiramma1.1apati[iibhatuttlii, piti, pa(i­
[addharasiinubhavana,!1 sukha1p. For distinction between piti and­
sukha, see Vism., p. 145. 
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The first trance, in short, is composed of five parts 
~{angas). viz., discursive cogitation, determination, joy, 
.pleasure and concentration (vitakka, vicara, p"iti, sukha and 
.cittekaggata),1 and leads to (iJ purity in the modes of 
progress (paJipada-visuddhi), by the elimination of desires 
.and impure mental states (kama and akusala-dhamma). 
(ii) development of equanimity (upekkhiinubruha~ia) on 
account of the mind becoming pure, calm and concentra-
.ted on the subject, and (iii) mental thrill (sampaha,!7sana) 
obtained by bringing into being the mental states as des­
cribed above and by mal<:ing all the faculties (indriyas) per­
.form one function. 

The adept, who has once obtained the first trance, should 
.repeat it, and for the sake of doing it, he should choose the 
same food, place of residence, companions, etc. as he bad 
when he had first developed it. He should be very careful about 
•the hindrances which might spoil his attained fruit. He should 
now try to enlarge the concept (pa/ibhiiga-nimitta), i.e., if bis 
patibhaga-nimitta be that of a small piece of land, it should be 
increased gradually to that of a village, a town, a province, a 
kingdom, th~ world and so on. He should also constantly 

. practise civajjana (adverting to trance), samlipajjana ( entering 
into trance), adlzi1thfma (maintaining the trance), vutthiina 

-(rising from the trance) and paccavekkhmJa (introspection). 2 

JV. The Second Trance 

The psychological conditions relating to the second trance 

.are indicated as follows: 
1. Cessation of discursive thoughts and determination 

(vitakka and viciira),3 which are concomitants of 
the first trance. In the second trance, tbe object of 

1 patlzamat?l jhiinam upasampajja viharati. 
2 Vism., p. 154; Attlzas., p. 169 ff . 

. 3 Vitakkavicaranaqi viipasamo. 



190 THE MENTAL TRAINING (MEDITATION) 

meditation becomes a part and parcel of the mind 
(angapiitubhava), and the physical sensations are no 
longer external and gross but purely internal and 
subtle. 

2. Attainment of inward calmness and concentration of 
thoughts on one object (free from vitakka and 
viciira). 1 Caimness (sampasiidana) is attained 
by the development of faith ( saddhii). In the first 
trance, saddhii is present. but it does not produce 
complete calmness on account of the presence of 
vitakka and viciira. In the second trance, saddhii 
becomes stronger, tranquillizes the mind completely,. 
and leads to complete concentration of thoughts. 

3. Total removal of vitakka and viciira.2 On account of 
full concentration of mind, the sen.,e-organs 
(indriyas) remain impervious to both inward and out· 
ward sensations and as such there is not the remote 
possibility of the appearance of vitakka and viciir0-

4. Derivation of pleasure (plti) and pleasant feeling 
(sukha).3 through concentration of mind (samiid/dja), 
and lastly, 

5. Full concentration of mind (cittekaogatii.). 
Like the first trance. the adept should r;peat the second 

trance. He gradually realises that pleasure (pzti) also is a 
source of disturbance to mental tranquility and he should 
now get rid of it in order to reach the third trance. 

V. The Third Trance 

The conditions for inducing the third trance are that the· 
a~ept should be (i) upekkhako, (ii) satima, and (iii) sukM· 
vzhiir"i. 

(i) By upekkhako, is meant that the mind of the adept 

1 ajjhattarp sampasii.danarp cctaso ekodibhavam In the Vibl,an,ga, 
"ajj?attarp." is explained as "paccattam( = skt. • pratyatma)" "self·· 
reahsed". Cf. Attha5., p. 169. 

2 avitakkarp avicii.rarp. 3 samii.dhijarp. pitisukbarp.. 
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sh~~ld b~ _unaffected either by pleasure (p"iti) or displeasure 
~v,raga) • 1.e., his mind must not be perturbed by thoughts of 
impermanence, painfulness, and soul-less-ness (anicca, dukkha 
and anattii) and at the same time it should be passive 
(anabhoga) and inactive (avyiipiira); 

(ii) By satima. is meant that the adept should closely 
observe what is passing within and outside his mind and body 
and at the same time be cognizant of the various mental con­
ditions concomitant to the second trance without any delusion 
(asammoha). These two factors, mindfulness and diligence 
(sati and sampajiina), are required in upaciira and appanii· so 
the reason shown for mentioning it in connection with the 
third trance is that sati and sampajana are necessary in 
this trance also for keeping the mind away from p"iti and sukha 
acquired by the adept in the preceding trance. 

(iii) By suklzavihiirI, is meant that though the adept's 
mind is unaffected by pleasant feeling (sukha) while in medita­
tion, his body is pervaded by a feeling of ease which he 
realises only he has arisen from the trance.!) 

Constant practice of this meditation makes the adept firm 
in this trance and he can now proceed to the fourth. 

VI. The Fourth Trance 

In the fourth trance, no new mental factors are acquired or 
got rid of by the adept. This trance is more or less the resul­
tant of the first three. The mental states described in connec­
tion with this trance are as follows: 

(i) free from physical pain or happiness (sukha.ssa 
ca pahana dukklzassa ca pahiina); 

(ii) free from mental pain or happiness (somanassado­
manassiinam attlzaizgama); 

1 pitiya ca viraga upekkhako. For ten forms of upekkha, see 
Vism., P• 160; Atthas., p. 172. 

~ Sukhafi ca kayena patisarp.vedeti. 
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(These two states are acquired by the adept in the 
•preliminary stage (upacara) of meditation; 1 only somanassa 
and domanassa are completely eradicated in the fourth 
.jhana]. 

(iii) 

(iv) 

adukkhamasukham, i.e., the adept must get rid of 
attachment and. aversion (riiga and dosaV 

as the former is the source of pleasure (sukha) 

and the latter of displeasure (du kkha). 

upekk/za satipiirisuddhif!i i.e., mindfulness and 
other mental states reach the purest state 
through equanimity (upekkhii). In this trance 
when all the obstructing factors to higher medita· 
tion have subsided. mindfulness (sati) and other 
factors conducive to the fourth trance become 
pure and serene. 

It should be noted that all these four trances3 are induced 
·by meditating on the various Kammanhanas detailed above. 
In every trance, the adept has to take up the Kammatthanas, 
say, pathavi, induce upaciira and appanli, and then he easily 
develops the first trance and passes on to the second. Simi· 
lady. in the case of the third and fourth also, the adept 
has to induce upacli.ra and appana with pathavi, pass through 
the first and second trances to reach the third and 
fourth. 

After the fourth jhana, the adept attains emancipation 
·through mental purification (cetovimutti)."' 

There are four higher trances called Samlipattis. These 
trances are induced by the cogitation of the four aruppas 
(for details, see above, p. 176f). 

1 For details, see Vism., pp. 166-7; Atthas., p. 177. 
2 See ante p. 181-2: mental states of candidates for meditation. 
3 By splitting up the second trance into two, four trances are soroe• 

times spoken of as five in numcer. See Vism., p. 169. 
4 Attlzas., p. 177. 



CHAPTER VIII 

The Constituents of a Being 
Sal!lkhata( =SaIJlskrta) 

The third or the fin~l step of the Majjhima pafipada 
is the acquisition of knowledge (pafii'ia), in other words, 
sammiidi1thi or the true view of the worldly objects. 
According to the Buddhists, the true view is that the five 
masses of elements (khandhas). which constitute the world, 
.are without any substance (anatta), impermanent (anicca). and 
so instead of being a source of happiness they are really causes 
of grief (dukkha). This view of the constituted world can be 
-obtained after a long course of physical discipline and mental 
training, and a close study of the Nikayas, which offer an ana­
-lysis of the constituents and show that they have only a fleet­
ing existence. The aim of the Nikii.ya literature, therefore, is 
to clear up the blurred vision of its students about the real 
nature of the worldly phenomena. As it is not feasible 
nor desirable to place the highest (paramattha) truth all at 
-once before the eyes of a beginner, it starts with an analysis 
and examination of the worldly objects, how they originate 
(samudaya) and decay (nirodha), and the ways and means 
(magga) by which their final decay is effected. Of these four 
processes,2 the first two, dukkha and samudaya, are 
,concerned with objects which are not real in the highest 
sense, so these two should be treated as conven-

tional (sammuti=sa,rivrti} truths, and for this reason, 
in the Adhidharmakosa, they are called samalii prajfiii. 
{non-immaculate knowledge). The other two, nirodha and 
magga, are, according to the same text, amalii. prajiiii 

1 For the traditional exposition of the ariyasaccas, see above, 
p. 137f. 

2 See Aspects of Ma/iiiyiina Buddhism, p. 206-'.7. 

13 
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(immaculate knowledge) inasmuch as these are related to 
!he highest truth. The Nikayas are primarily concerned with 
the conventional truths (sammuti) and secondarily with the 
highest truth (paramattha), which is actually a matter of 
inner realization. The process of intellectual culture in 
Buddhism, therefore, consists in realising the highest truth, 
nirodha, by following the magga and the comprehension 
of the worldly truths, dukkha and samudaya. By dukkha 
.are meant the (i) the world and its constituents. viz., 
k h a n d h a s, d h a t u s, a y a t a n a s, i n d r i y as 
and so forth, and by samudaya is meant mainly the law of 
causation (pa/iccasamuppiida). 

The world or the three spheres of existence 

Lokadhatu: According to the Buddhist cosmology, the 
universe is composed of ever expanding millions of worlds, of 
which the Earth is one and is referred to in the texts as 
Saha lokadhatu and its ruler, the lord of gods, Indra, is 
known as the Sahampati. In the Digha Nikaya1 Buddha 
tells Ananda that the great earth (maha pa/hav1) rests on 
water, water on air, and air on space (l'lkiisa). In another text 
Buddha repeats this with the addition that space (akasa) is 
without any support and asked his enquirer not to go 
beyond it.2 The Vaibha~ikas infer from this statement 
of Buddha that there is the real existenc~ of Akasa. 

On this Earth live three or four types of beings in 
three spheres, viz.. K a m a d h a t u, R u p a d h a t tJ 

1 Digha, II, p. 107; Milinda, p. 68. 

2 AKV. i. 5 (p. 17): ~• f{ ~q'Qf I 'lf~<'IT +ff ;n~ iJi 

srfu'rnQ°T I ef~ ~ :gi.,ij({-s<!\ srfu~ I ~~~ m ~ 
r:ll sifdrnaq_ I cf'R:IT mcrrnqq_ I ~~fl\ srfufucr: I "!ijT%f~ 

51fofua: I '$1l"til~i +ff ~ ~er: Slfcrfucrq_ I ~mt' jf'J"~ 

~fmr{f~ ;ruiiTTltf~ , "!ijT'f.ffl ~~ =gi-srfu~iiliffHf-,f;ITTt 

f~: I ~~ 'gj"ffilufiJf°Q ~+fT"NstiT: I 
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and A r ii p a d h a t u. The three dhiitus or spheres are 
not to be conceived as three different physical strata, 
one above the other, or one different from another. Their 
difference consists in their living beings having different men­
tal and physical constituents. The living beings of the same 
plane of existence can only see one another. 1 The only place 
of abode of all the three types of beings is the Kamadhatu. 
in which dwell also the higher beings of the Riipadbatu 
and the Ariipadhatu. The beings of the Kamadhatu and the 
Rupadhatu possess all the five constituents (khandhas). The 
former depend for their origin on gross material food and 
sexual propensities, both of which produce the desire (kiima) 
for worldly pleasures.!l In the Kamadhatu live all hellish 
beings, spirits, human beings, animals. birds, insects, etc. and 
six kinds of heavenly beings.3 

The beings of tho! Riipadhatu are mentally and physicalJy 
superior to those of the Kamadhatu. Though they are consti­
tuted of the five khandhas, they originate out of attachment to 
rupa (material objects) and not out of gross desires (kiima). 
The beings of this Dbatu are sub-divided into seventeen cate­
gories, usually described as dwelling in seventeen heavens.4 It 

1 AKV,, i. 46-47; Cf. Vism., p. 392: miracle of lokavivaral).arp.. 

2 AKV., iii, p. 6: <liffi<liH:T&'.l~WITq~mif U1f {@ I 

3 Kosa. iii. 1 : ~<Ii~~~) +rrwn: ~ ...f~: 1 ':liHft,rrg: ... 

Cf. Atthasiilin'i, p. 62; Mahiivyutpatti 156: ~+fT:, ~Hrcl'U'eycfTT~:, 

~1t1,iht1<I-J('ffl~r:, ~fijf:m:, ~r:. ~:. R~<I':, 4(M~a­

<Rref"-a-:r: I 
4 Koia, iii. 2, 12: 

(i) ~mr: ; corresponding to 

the first dhyana. 

(ii) ~nn:, '551'51+11~~:, ~~n corresponding to the 
second dhyana. 

(iii) tfU~~:. wmmu~m:, ~m: corresponding to the· 
third dhyana. 

(iv) (a) ~<fi'T:, g~~e'cfT:, ~tl:_tfi~T:, (b) Wffi:, !ITT(tff:~ 
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is believed that the beings of this Dhatu were in their previousf 
• ne o existence human beings, who perfected themselves m O d 

the first four stages of meditation (jhana) and develope f 
a mental state which was similar in character to that 0 

the denizens of the various heavens. After death, they wer; 
reborn as gods in the Rupadhatu, having very probably 8stra 
bodies. 

The Arupadhatu also is not a sphere apart from the 
Ki:i.madhatu. The beings of this dhatu, however, are constitu­
ted of Nama only i e. mind-continuum (Citta-santati) and vita­
lity (Jiv"itendriya), v-:hich are the resultant of kamzaic effects. 
As, according to the Buddhist philosophy, mind can never be 
supportless (analambana), we have to assume that their bodies 
are made of such fine and minute material elements, 
earth, water, air and fire, that these are not to be regarded as 
gross matter. The beings are described as matterless (arupa) 
though they are not strictly so. Their bodies being mostlY 
mental are limitless and as such interpenetrate one another, 
and so it is said that Arupa beings have no location.1 TheY 
arc not wholly free from attachment (vUaraga) and so tbe 
cause of their origin is their attachment to the higher forms of 
meditation (sanzapatti). Before death they were also human 
beings or gods, who had developed through meditation mental 
states similar to those of the beings of the Arupadhatu,2 and 
as such they were reborn in the Arupadhatu. 

There is a fourth Dhatu, which may be called Apariyapaona 
(i.e. not included in the three dhatus) or Lokuttara (super-

t ~~=, ~~iff:, ~<Ii-firm: ( =~<TT~~<f.T~ ) reserved for Anaga-

mins only -al! the seven corresponding to the fourth dhyana. 

1 Kosa, iii 3: ~T~,C.:fl:TT~ ~q~in '9ijf<rl:TT: I 

2 The terms for meditations and for heavenly spheres are identical: 
~·,-,,.~-r-n-,er=n- ~, 'olfT"f.T~r.:rrm~a~. 1"1~11'11"1rc414E\-iS{_, ':gfTf'a.fi;~r;:m~q';:JS{_, .,9~H" 

;rr~m~~ I See above, p. l 76f. 
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worldly). The beings of this dhatu, though dwelling in Kama 
Riipa or Arupa dhatus, are classified separately on accoun; 
of their spiritual attainments leading to perfection. All 
beings, mortal or divine, who have attained one or more 
of the eight fruits of sanctification1 are recognised as Ariyas 
as distinguished from common persons (putbujjanas). All 
sotapannas, sakadagamis. anagamis and arbats are to be 
distinguished as beings of the Apariyapanna or Lokuttara 
dhatu. The Anagamis actually belong to Riipadhatu but all 
the other three are usually mortal beings of the Kamadhatu. 

T/ze five constituents (khandhas) 
The World of beings.and inanimate objects are described 

as sa1?1skrta on account of their being constituted of some 
elements, as distinguished from Nirvii{za the Asa1?1skrta (the 
unconstituted). The constituted elements are put under two 
beads: niima and riipa, nama denoting the non-material or 
mental constituents of a being while riipa the material only. 
All inanimate objects therefore are included in the term 
riipa. Nama is analysed into four mental states: vedana 
(feeling), sai'iiiii (perception), sa,ikhara (resultant impressions 
produced through karma) and viiiiiii.~ia (knowledge derived 
through the organs of sense). The four subdivisions of nama 
with the fifth the riipa are termed Pmicakklzandhii.. 

The term khandha or skandha means heap, mass (rii.si). 
Theoretically, the five khandhas in their original state cannot 
be impure since they are not associated with the three impuri­
ties (klesas), viz., attachment (riiga), aversion (dve.ya) and 
delusion (moha). It is only when out of the khandhas a being 
is constituted then they are distinguished as U piidiinak­
khandhas, which being afflicted with the three above-mention­
ed impurities can no longer remain pure. 

Accordi11g to the early Buddhists every being is a com­
posite of five khandhas (or groups of elements), without 
a sixth the Puggala or Atta (=soul). 

1 See Infra. 
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The traditional interpretation of the five khandha~ (skan· 
dhas) as given in the Dhammasarigar_ii, Vibhanga, Buddh~­
ghosa's Visuddhimagga and Vasubandhu's Abhidharmakosa 

is as follows : 
Rupakkhandha denotes the four elements: earth (paJhavi), 

water (iipo), fire (tejo) and air (vayu), including all that is 
formed out of these four.1. It comprises all the material ob· 
jects whether of the past, present or future, internal or exter· 
nal, gross or subtle, near or distant, good or bad. By past 
rupa is meant the matter that has undergone change; by future, 
the matter which will come into existence; and by the present, 
the matter which is existing at the present moment. By inter· 
nal rupa are meant the flesh, bone and such other constituents 
of one's body made out of the four great elements (mahiiblu"'itas) 
and by external, the same of bodies other than one's own, 
By gross and near rupa are meant the five organs of sense 
and the sense-objects2 while by subtle and distant n,pa, the 
mas~ulinity (purisindriya) and femininity (itthindriya), vitality 
(fivitendriya: as water is to the lotus, so is vitality to the 
rupa),3 the seat of mental faculities (hadaya), the faculty of 
intimation by means of physical and vocal signs (kiiyaviiiiiatti 
and vaciviiiiiatti), the space within and circumscribing the body 
(iikiisadhlitu), the qualities' which make the body light, soft and 
supple, growing, maintaining continuity and decaying as well 
as nutritive food (kabalinkiira ahara). Hardness, humidity, heat 
and motion are the respective characteristics of the four 
great elements. Though each of these elements retains its char· 
acteristics they always remain together and cannot be separa­
ted from one another. As a Rupa-uplidiinaskandha it connote~ 
the five sense-organs (indriya) of a living being, their five 

1 Dlz. s. 584: Cat taro ca malzablzutii catunnaii ca malziibhutiina,rl 
upadaya rupa111-ida111 vuccati sabba,?1 rupa111. 

2 Vism., p. 444: cakkhu, sota111, glziinm11, jivhii, kayo, riipaf!I, 
sad do, gandho, raso and plzottlzabbo. 3 See I11f ra. 

4 Vism., p. 444: n"ipassa lalzuta, mudutii, kamma,inatii, upacayo, 

sant-iti. jarata, and aniccatii. 
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respective spheres (iiyatana) and the five cognitions (vijniina. 
produced by the contact of the sense-organs with their 
objects). The fifteen items included in Rfipaskandha or Rupa­
upiidiina-skandha are as follows:-

I 

~ndri):-~~~llziituj 
Ayatana Vijniina 

Cak~u (eyes) Rupa (visible _ Cak~urvijfiana 
objects) (visual cognition) 

.srotra (ears) sabda (sound) srotravijiiana 
(auditory cognition) 

GhraQ.a (nose) Gandha (odour) G h rai:ia vijiiana 
(olfactory cognition) 

.Jihva (tongue) Rasa (taste) Jihvavijiiana 
(gustatory cognition) 

Kaya (body) Sprastavya Kayavijiiana 
• (tangible) (tactual cognition) 

Of these fifteen, ten (i.e. items of the lf.t and 3rd columns) 
are internal (adhyli.tmika) while the remaining five (items of 
the 2nd column) are external. By pointing out the sense­
-organs as internal, the Abhidharmakosa (i. 39) explains that 
these are faculties (e. g. riipaprasiida etc.) ingrained in the 
physical eyes, ears, etc., which become operative only when 
there is application of the same to the object. The faculties 
,constitute a person, an individual, and so they are internal 

(iidhyiitmika). 
The items of the second column are external because they 

.are common to more than one person. 
Vedaniikkhandha connotes all that which one feels (vedayi­

talakkha1Ja111) .1 Though it is by nature one, it is usually treat-

I In the Vibha,i,ga, vedanli and other !diandhas are explained like 
riipa as past, present and future, internal and external, gross and subtle, 
U~w and high. In Vism., pp. 472-6 such classification is not given. 
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ed under three aspects: kusala (good), akusala ( bad), ancf 
avya.kata (neutral) and sometimes under five aspects, viz .• 
sukham, and dukkhaqi when the object of contact is pleasant 
and u~pleasant. somanassa,!l and domanassa,!1 when the object 
of thought is pleasant and unpleasant, and lastly upekkha 
when the object is neither pleasant nor unpleasan1. 

The feelings are different from the impulsive states of 
rejoicing and lamenting, and represent the state of feeling 
persisting in mind. These are also explained by some as not 
the growth and decay of mind and body but as products of a 
particular mental contact with a certain state of things.1 The 
feelings are also classified as six, the first five being due to, 
five sense-perceptions (cak$usa1?1sparsa, srotrasa1?1sparsa. 
etc.) and the sixth due to mental cognition (manovijiiiina) 2 • 

Saiiiiakkhandha is perception or determination (parichitti} 
of characteristics of an object (nimittodgraha~1litmika), e.g .. 
the colour blue of an object. It should be distinguished from 
the five or six cognitions (cak.yuvijiio.na, etc.) inasmuch as Saiiiili 
depends only on mind (manodhatu), and appears after sense~ 
perception. It perceives all those characteristics which make a 
thing known. Though it is by nature of one kind, it is, like the 
vedaniikkhandha, treated as of three kinds, viz., kusala 
(good), akusala (bad) and avyiikata (neutral), according t<> 
its association with viiiiia~a. good, bad or indifferent. There 
cannot be any cognition (vifi11ii~1a) without perception (san1ia). 
hence it has as many subbivisions as viii11a~1a. Its function 
is {i) to make a thing known through its characteristics, as 
a piece of wood is known to a carpenter; (2) to make the 
characteristics engage the attention of persons, as an elephant 
felt by the blind; and (3) to draw attention to the immediate 
function of an object, as animals know their supplier of 
grains as the food-giver. Like Vedanakkhandha it may also 
be classified as six, as above (cak~u-sa,?ljt1a, etc.). 

1 AKV., I, p. 41 
2 Vedaniiskandha is to be distinguished from Vedanendriya. 
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Sa,ikharakkhandha denotes that aspect of mental state 
(cetana),1 the main characteristics of which is to brino tooe-::, e 

ther (ayfihana and rasikara~w) two or more mental activities. 
It has the virtue of putting forward the mind into action,2 and 
engagi!lg it in the immediate object, and has for its proximate 
cause the three other khandhas, viz., vedanii, saiiiia and 
viiiiia~za. Apparently, then, smikhiirii mean the resultant men­
tal state-the accumulated effect of the three other khandhas. 
or mental functions. These three khandhas do not set the 
mind into action but leave it to sa,ikhiira to do it. It is the 
impression left in the mind of a being by its five sense-percep- • 
tions, hence it is pointed out in the Pali texts as the collec­
tive term for the five volitions associated with riipa, sabda, 
etc.3 It is different from other four khandhas inasmuch 
as its function is to reconstruct them, i.e , to determine· 
their future form and quality; it serves also as the 
determining factor of future birth, old age and death, 
hence it conserves karmaic effects and gives rise to will, desire 
and such other mental functions. It is pervaded by desire 
( vasana = abhyai'",ga-s niiniinuviisana• svabhiiva). It includes• 
all mental states whether associated with, or dissociated. 

1 In the Viblzaiiga (p. 7) sai1khara are equated to cetana, which 
arises out of contact of the sense-organs with their objects as does. 

vedana or safifia or vififiaQa. 

2 AKV. V. 29: ~~~n: ~ 

~-,t ~ij'TT ~qf~~FTT 5ifa~) 

~ ~Hsf.;:\:f: I 

:er qq_-J;:~T,;jcFITq~T ~~qr 

~::;ruf~Brf~T~ mi~: 

Sa,??yutta, III, 87: samkhatam abhisarpkharonti, tasma sai1khara 
ti vuccanti. Kifi ca samkhatam abhisai1kharonti? Ruparp rupattaya 
sarpkhatam abhisarpkhar.onti vedanarp vedanattaya, etc. etc. Again 
Sa111y11tta, v. 449: Jati sarpvattanike pi sarpkbare abhisarpkharonti,. 
iara-sarpvattanike ...... marana-samvattanike .... 

3 Sa1?1y11tta, III, p. 60: • Kat~ma ca sai1khara? Chayime cetanakaya; 
riipasaficetana, saddasa., gandhasa., rasasa., phottha bhasa., dhamma· 
saficetana see also Vibhaiiga, 144: S11111a1'tgalariliisini, p. 64. 
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from, mind ( citta-samprayukta and citta-viprayukta ). It is 
used also in combination with other terms.1 

Viiiifii1J,akkhandha connotes the five or six cognitions or 
perceptive knowledge (prativijiiapti) that arises through the 
.contact of sense-organs with their respective objects. It is that 
faculty by which a being becomes aware of things (vijiinana· 
.lakkha~za). 2 The six cognitions derive their name from the 
sense-organs and not from the objects, e g., visual knowledge 
.is called cak$u·vijiiiina and not rupa-vijfiana and likewise with 
the remaining four. It should however be noted that the 
sixth cognition is called mano-vijfiiina though manas is not a 
sense-organ nor it is different from vijiiana but to maintain 
uniformity, manas is mentioned in the Buddhist texts along 
with the sense-organs. There is a subtle distinction between 
.manas and vijiiana inasmuch as the former appears imme­
diately after the latter.3 It is also identical with manodhiitll 
functioning only on what is past'1 but this manodhatu is not 
-the source or basis of manovijiiiina as cak$U is of caksuvijniina. 
Incidentally, Yasomitra, the commentator of the Kosa, 
.points out that, according to the Yogacara philosophy, 
.manodhii.tu is something apart from the six cognitive facul­
ties, while according to the Tamrapan:iiyas (i. e. the Thera· 
vadins of Ceylon), manovijfiiina has its basis in the heart 
(hrdayavastu) 6 and it exists also in Arupadbatu. Manas or 

1 E.g., Sarpskara-dur.ikhata (vi. 3, 125 Jap. ed. p. 516), Upek~ii­
sarp,kara (Kofa, ii, 25; 159; viii, 148), Jivita-sarpskara, .Ayu-sarp~kara, 
Vak-sarp.skara (ii. 10, 33, 122, 174). 

2 Vism., p. 452; Sa111yutta, II, 94. 

3 AK V., I. 17 : q.JWHF:r-=cru~ F-f~R :qfa W+Ff: 

4 I bid. 12: <l'~ ~n:_ \l+J.rr(f~ f.,~ fr.f~T.=f ~ +f.,)mg;ftf-a" I 

5 AKV., I. p. 45: <TI'<TT=erH:~~ ~ ~ w~~fofutirsr.<lR<I" 
' 

. ;r,,r~rg;: 1 qf;Jq1JJ1:J,;J'f ~fq- ~~cf~~ +f.itfr.f~T-,ITIQ°T'U~~ "Wcnrf.:a 1 

'. <f=ITT~<l'~:nmcrrr 'fcf,mf ~fa cr~f.:a 
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manodhiitu ceases in Nirval).a without the last remnant 
(nirupadhise$a-nirva.,:za) because it does not give rise to the 
mental state or desire for rebirth (pratisandhi-citta). 1 

In Pali texts Viiiiiii{W is shown as a synonym of 
citta or mano. Though it is of one nature, it is usually 
treated as of three kinds, good (kusala), bad (akusala) 
and neutral (av; iikata). Each of these three kinds of 
Viniiii{za again is subdivided according to the four spheres. 
in which the world of beings are divided viz., kiimiiva­
.caraviiiiiii{za, rfipiivacara·v., _ arfipiivacara-v.. and lokuttara 
vinnii,:za.2 In the Kiimiivacara sphere, good state of mind 
(kusalaviiiiiii{za or citta) is first divided into two categories. 
viz., accompanied with either (a) pleasure (somanassa) or 
(b) indifference (upekklzii), and then these two are analysed 
into eight kinds, according as they are associated with, or 
dissociated from, knowledge (1iii{ta) and persuasion (saizkhiira) 
by others (e.g., in offering gifts). 3 Likewise the Riipiivacara• 
kusala citta is of five kinds in accordance with the mental states 
developed by a meditator as be rises gradually from the first 
to the fourth or fifth stage of meditation (jhiina).' The Ariipii-

The Tamrapar.Qiya view is corroborated in the Visuddhimagga 
(p. 447) in which it is stated that "Mano-dhatu manovifii'ia.Qadhatilnatp. 
nissaya-lakkha.Qarµ hadayavatt /111." 

1 AKV., I, p. 45. '.! See IHQ., XV: The Dhamma-saiJ.ga.Qi. 
3 A. Kiimiivacara-kusa[acitta (eight kinds):-

1. Somanassa-sahagataqi fia.Qa-sampayuttarµ asa.Qkhararµ 
2. do do sasa:Iikhararµ 
3. do fia.Qa-vippayuttarµ asankhararµ 
4. do do sasa1ikhararµ 
5. Upekkha-sahagataqi na1;rn-sampayuttarµ asa.Qkhararµ 
6. do do sasalikhararµ 
7. do fia.Qa-vippayuttarµ asankhararµ 
8. do do sasankhararµ 

4 B. R11piivacara-kusalacitta (five kinds):-
1. Savitakka-savicara-piti•sukha-samadhi-yuttarp. 
2. Avitakka-savicara as above 
3. Avitakka-avicara as above 
4. ,, viratta-pitika-samadhi-yuttarµ 
5. ,, atthaligatasukham upekkhasamadhi-yuttarµ 
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vacara- kusalacitta is similarly of four kinds, as the 01edi~ 
tor rises from the fifth to the eighth jhiina called Aruppasahl. 
pattis.1 The Lokuttara-kusala-citta is said to be of fou 
kinds as and when a person reaches one of the four stages 0 

perfection (maggas), viz, sotiipatti, sakadiigiimi, aniigcimi ant 
arahatta. 2 In all k11salaviiiiia1JaS or cittas are of twentyon, 

kinds. 
It should be remembered that these (8+ 5+4+4:::: 

twenty one kusalaviiinanas refer not to the mental states of ai 

average man but to tho~e of an individual who is followin! 
the Buddhist principles of gradual purification tbrougl 
meditational exercises and whose mind rises by stages IC 

the Ariipiivacara and ultimately to the Lokuttara stage3 
• 

An average individual can have a bad mental stali 
(Akusalaviiiniil)a) but not a person who has perfected bimsell 
in the first meditation, not to speak of the higher ones. Hence 
akusalavinniil)a is confined to the Kamavacara sphere only, aoo 
so from the standpoint of spheres (avacaras) it is of one kioO 
only. It is of three kinds according to its causes (11etil) 

viz., avarice (lobha), hatred (dosa), and deJusion (moha). Eacb 
of them again is further subdivided into twelve in accordance 
with its combination with one or more of the following: 
pleasure (somanassa) or displeasure (domanassa) or indiffe· 
rencc (upekkha), and then associated with, or dissociated 

1 C. Arupavacara-kusalacitta according to the four higher meditations 
(four kinds): -

1. Akasanaficayatanajjhanena sampayuttam 
2- ViiifiaQanaficayatanajjhancna sampayuttam 
3. Akificaiiiiayatanajjhanena sampayuttam 
4• N'evasafifia-nasafifiayatanajjhanena sampayuttam 

2 D. Lokuttara-kusalacitta associated with the four stages of sanctifi 

cation (four kinds): -
1. Sotapatti-magga-phala-sampayuttam 
2. Sakadagami·magga-phala-sampayuttam 
3. Anagami-magga-phala-sampayuttam 
4. Arahatta-magga-phala•sampayuttam 

3 See above, pp. 176f .. 188., 197. 
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;from, wrong belief (di/lhi), instigation by others (sa,ikhiira) 
and revengefulness (pa/igha), and lastly associated with 
lack of faith in the Triratna (vicikicchii.) and arrogance 
•(uddhacca).1 

T~: _A vyli.kataviiiiiii{za (neutral mental state) bas so many 
subdivisions that it will be easier to comprehend it in a 
tabular form with comments thereon thus: 2 

1 E. Kcimcivacara-akusalacitta (twelve kinds): -
Lobha or dosa or moha miilarp. 

1. Somanassa-sahagatarp. ditthigata-sampayuttam asalikhiiram 
2. do _do sasankharam 
3. do ditthigata-vippayuttam asalikharam 
4. do do sasai1kharam 
5. Upekkha-sabagatarp. ditthigata-sampayuttam asai1kharam 

do do sasankharam 6. 
7. do ditthigata-vippayuttarp. asankhiiram 

do sasankharam 8. do 
9. Doma,nassa-sahagatarp. 

do 10. 
11, 
12. 

U pekkha-sahagatarp. 
do 

patigha-sampayuttam asaxikhararp. 
do sasankharal"!l 

vicikic chii.-sampayuttam asalikhiiram 
uddhacca-sampayuttam do 

:2 Vism., pp. 454ff, 
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Comments on the table 
The neutral mental states, effective for good, and without 

the three causes, viz .. non-avarice, non-hatred and non-delusion 
(ahetukarti kusalavipiika1?l avyiikata-viiiiiii~za1?1) are of eight 
kinds, viz., the six cognitions (vbznii{zas) derived through the 
six organs of sense (including mano). [Besides these six 
viiiiiiiJJaS, there is the rece-iving faculty called manodhiitu,,. 
located in the heart (hadayavatthu), the function of which is to 
cognize the objects.] As the cognitions are associated either 
with equanimity (upekklzii), or pleasant feeling (somanassa), the 
neutral mental states are said to be of eight kinds. All these· 
are further subdivided as shown in the above Table. 

The neutral mental states effective for good, and dependent 
on three causes, viz, non-avarice, non-hatred and non-delusion 
(sahetuka111 kusalavipiika,!1 avyiikata. viiiiiii{Wl!1) are also of 
eight kinds, like ahetukaviiiFia{za, as pointed above, the only 
difference being that these are always associated with 
alobhiidivipiika. 1 

The neutral but effective mental states confined to Riipa 
sphere (Riipiivacara-avyiikata-vipaka-viiiiiii1Jart1) like the Riip­
iivacara-kusala-citta are of five kinds. 2 It occurs to those 
who are meditating (samiipattivasena)3 and progressing along 
the path. It is manifest in the mental state desiring re-birth, 
in sub-liminal consciousness and in death-consciousness. 

The neutral but effective mental states confined to Arupa 
sphere (Ariipii. vacara-avyakata-vipiika-viii.iiii,:iarti) like the 
arupiivacara-kusala-citta is of four kinds.4 

The neutral but effective mental states of persons who are 
in one of the eight stages of sanctification (Lokuttara-avyiikata­
vipiika•viiiii.ii.{za111) like the lokuttaraku~alacitta is of eight kinds. 

1 alob!zadi=alobha, adosa, amolza and so forth; vipaka=effect or 
resultant consciousness (see Transl. of the Vism., p. 531). 

2 Same as Riipavacara-kusala-citta, see P• 203, fn. 4. 
3 Vism. Transl. p. 532, by way of right attainment. 
4 . See above, p. 204 fn. 1 
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i e., connected with the eight kinds of mental states of indivi­
duals, who are in one of the four maggas and four phalas.1 

The bad mental states (akusalacittas) in their effective 
· (vipcika) and incentive (kiriya) states are treated as neutral 
(avyakata). The list2 of such mental states differs from that 
of the twelve akuasala-cittas, dealt with above (p.205n). 

In all, the subdivisions of the avycikata-vipaka-viiiiia{WS of 
the four spheres (avacaras) including akusala-vipaka-cittas 
amount to thirty-six. 

The incentive mental state~ (Kiriya-viFziia,_za), as indicated in 
the above Table, is subdivided according to the three spheres 
(avacaras) and then the incentive mental states of Kamavacara 
beings into ahetuka and sahetuka which are subdivided 
into eleven kinds, while those of Rupavacara beings into 
five and of Arupavacara beings into four, thus making in all 
twenty kinds. 

The sum total of viFziiii{ias stands thus: 
Kusalavififiai:ia 
Akusala viiifia.1)a 
Vipakavifiiiai:ia 
Kiriyaviiiiial).a 

21* 
12* 
36 
20 

89 
All these 89 viiinl"ll'}as function in 14 ways, thus, desire for 

re-birth (patisandlzi), subliminal consciousness (bhavailga), 

reviving (avajjana) 3 , seeing (dassana) hearing (savana), smelling 
1 
2 

See above, p. 204, fn. 2 

There are seven A vyiikata-akusala-vipiika-viiiiiii1_zas::-
l. Akusala-vipakam upekkba-sabagatam cakkbu-viiiiHi.Q.arp. 
2. do do • sota-do 
3. do do gbaQ.a-do 
4. do 

5. do 
6. 
7. 

do 
do 

do 
dukkha-sabagatarµ 
upekkba-sabagatarµ 

do 

jibva-do 
kaya-do 

sampaticcbaoa-cittaqi. 
-do 

* See above p. 203-5n, 
santiral)a 

3 Cf. Vism., p. 453: avajjana-kiccarµ sadbayamana kiriyama11 odhiit11 
uppajjati. 



THE CONSTITUENTS OF A BEING 209 

{ghayana), tasting (siiyana), touching (plmsana), receiving 
(sampa/icchana),1 examining (santira~ia), deciding (votthapana), 
.extending (javana),2 registering (tad-iiranmw{w) and mental 
state just prior to death (cuti). 3 

Of the fourteen ways in which vifiiiii,:za functions. 
as stated above, it is the pa/isandhi-viiiiiii{za that causes 
re-birth. It is said in the Sa,!zyutta Nikiiya' that only 
when viiiiiii{za obtains a footing (patit1hii) on some basis 
(iirammaJJ.a), then only there is the possibility of the birth of a 
being, and not otherwise, and the moment the viiiiiii{za ceasl.!s 
(cuti), one is regarded as dead.5 During the span of life limi­
ted by the two vifi.iia.9as, pafisandhi and cuti, the remaining 
twelve viiiilii{WS function. Immediately after the pafisandhi­
v,ifiiia,:za has done its part, i.e., giving birth according to 
one's kamma, appears the bhavanga-vii'iiiii{w, which is the 
resultant of one's past actions (kammassa vipiikabhiUam). The 
bhavmiga-viiiii[uJa however becomes inactive when the organs 
of sense grow strong enough to function in their respective 
spheres. Then those six indriya-viiiiiii{WS (i.e. including mano­
dhiitu) function and give rise to the alzetuka-kiriya-manoviiiiiii-
1;1a-dhatu6 , making blzavanga-vifiiii"lJJ.a (subliminal-conscious­
ness) passive. The kiriya-mano-viii.iiiiJJ.adhiitu6 is nothing but 
mind (mano=citta), the function of which is to revive (iivajjana) 
the objl!cts seen, sounds heard and so forth, and to make the 

1 Cf. Vism., p. 458-9: cakkhu-vififiii.dinam anantarii. tesarp. yeva 
visayarp. sampaticcha-mii.nii., kusalavipii.kii.nantararp. kusalavipiikii 
akusalavipii.kiinantararp. akusala-vipakii. manodhii.tu uppajjati. Evarp. 
dvinnarp. vipakavifiiiii.Q.arp. sampaticchanavasena pavatti veditabbii.. 

2 Cf. Atthas. p. 270; ubhosu tiresu kedii.rapiiraIJ.arp. viya javanarh. 
3 All thi.:se are functions of mano-dhii.tu, which is treated as the 

sixth organ of sense. 
4 Sa,?tyutta, I, 122; II, 67, 103. 
5 Cf. Sm[iyutta, III, p. 143: 

Ayu usmii ca viiil1li1,1m[i, yadli kliya111 jaha11timm[t 
apaviddho tada seti parahhattam acetana,11, 

'6 See p. 206. 

14 
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organs of sense function again and again. The function of 
mind then is to receive things communicated to it through the 
organs of sense; it becomes good or bad according as the­
things communicated through the organs of sense are pleasant 
or unpleasant. When the mind ceases to function, bhavahga• 
viiiiiana renews its activity, ceasing at death when it is follow· 
ed by ·cuti-viiiiWl)a, which in its turn gives rise to pa/isandhi­
vmnana. In this way the continuity of citta is maintained, 
and the cycle of existence is continued. 1 It should be noted 
that the existence of bhavaitga-viiiiia~za (subliminal-conscious­
ness) is not explicitly stated anywhere in the Sutta or Abbi• 
dbarnma Pitakas, though it is given prominence in the works 
of later expositors like Anuruddha and Buddbaghosa. 

Buddhaghosa concludes his exposition of klzandhas with 
the remark that the people are prone to regard the body as a 
unitary object and mistakenly apprehend it as a self and that 
it is only to warn them against this misapprehension that the 
Teacher spoke of the khandhas. The khandhas are to be 
looked upon as bubbles and tempting illusion. These are 
nothing but a mass of evanescent objects as substanceless 

1 This exposition of vmnai:ia 1s based on the Vi.rnz., pp. 452-460; 
Transl. Path of Purity, III, pp. 527ff. Sec also Atthas., pp. 266, 269· 
270. In the A tthas., the position of bhava1iga-viii1iii1.1a has been explained 
by a simile which is as follows: The course of a flowing river, if turned, 
by an obstruction, towards a channel (111ahiimc1tikii), the water not only 
flows through it but floods over the two sides of the channel, and then 
by whatever narrow ways it finds, it moves towards the main river. 

The flowing river= bhavaiiga-riii1iii1_1a. 

The obstruction turning the course of the river=kiriya-mano-dhiitll 
(mind= citta). 

The channel=vithicittapa\'atti (mind functioning through the silC 
organs of sense). 

The Hooding over two sides= javana; 
Falling into the main river= bharnngotara11m11. 
See IHQ., XV: The Dhamma-sa:ngai:ii; The Psychological Attit11de 

of Early Buddhist Philosophy by Anagarika B. Govinda, p. 137 f. 
Philosophy and Psychology in the A bhidhamma by H. V. Guenther. 
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as the trunk of a plantain tree. 1 He offers also an 
explanation for the order (kama) in which the khandhas are 
enumerated.2 Rapa, he says, is mentioned first because it is 
easHy comprehensible to an average man. As this r[ipa 
( matter, object) gives rise to a feeling good, bad, or 
indifferent, so vedanii is treated as the second khandha. As 
this vedanii (feeling) directs one's attention to the form 
and nature of the source of the feeling and thereby enge.aders 
saiiiiii (perception), so salliiii is placed next. After safifiii, 
happens the accumulation of mental states, hence safzklziirii is 
treated as the fourth. Though villfiii~w precedes saizkhiirii. it is 
mentioned last as it is the most important of the four mental 
khandhas, forming, as it does, the basis of vedanii.. 3 

(ii) Dhillll 

The term 'dlzii.tu' carries a very wide meaning in the Bud­
dhist literature. When the dhatu is said to be constituted 
(sa111khata) it means all the beings and things of the world, 
e.g., the three spheres of existence, Kama, Rupa and Arupa ; 
the four great elements (mahabhfitas) and the things formed 
out of these elements ; the sense-organs, their objects (ii.yata­
nas). as also their perceptions ; the material and non-material 
constituents (khandhas). The Ba!zudhatuka-sutta·1 states that 
for attaining nibbii.na, one must be proficient in the dhatus 
(dhii.tukusalo), and then enumerates besides the above the 
following as dhatus: mental and physical pain and pleasure~ 
equanimity, ignorance, desire, renunciation, hatred, as also 
Akasa and Nibbana or Nirodha but the last two are called 
unconstituted (asarµkhata) dhatus. 

1 Vism., pp. 477-480. 

2 cf. AKV., 1.22.: ~:1.J1~1R-:ui~~'U!!l~: 1 
3 Vism., p. 477: Yam vedayati tarp. safijanati ti evarp. vedana.• 

visayassa akaragahikarp. sariii~1l1; saiifiavasena abhisaiikharake sa1i,khiire;. 
tesarp vedanadinarp. nissayarp. adhipatibhiitafi ca nesarµ viiiiiii~ia11 ti. 

4 Majjhima, III, p. 216. 
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•ct - -6 e it is Though the term dhiitu has a very w1 e s1g01 cane • . 
. • s their applied at the present mstance to the six sense-organ , . 

objects and the six perceptions derived through them. 1• e •• 
cakkhu, rupa and cakkhuvifzfiii~za ; sota, sadda and sotaviiziJ.lilJ~ 
and so forth counting in all the eighteen dhatus. Etymologi­
cally dhatu means those elements which upholJ a being. In 
this sense cakkhu is a dhatu and so also are the other sense­
organs. The sense-organs are also indriyas 1 inasmuch these 
act as predominating factors in perceiving objects ; again theS~ 
are also iiyatanas inasmuch as these exert (ii-yatanti utthahalltl 

ghatanti viiyamanti) 2 to perceive an object. 

(iii) Ayatanas 

Ayatanas include both the sense-organs and their objects, 
the former being distinguished as internal (ajjhattika) and the 
latter as external (biihira), counting in all twelve. 3 The func­
tion of the iiyatanas is not only to develop the perceptions 
(viiifiii,:za) but also to entangle a being in sa1r1siira (repeated 
existence). With the exception of mano, all the eleven aya· 
tanas belong to rupakkhandha"' while mano only belongs to 
viiiiialJ.akkhandha. Mano therefore like viiiiiana can be sub· 
divided into 89 states. 5 The scope of the five ~rgans of sense 
is limited to their respective objects while the scope of ,nano 
is almost unlimited, extending over not only all the other 
sense-organs and their objects but also over all mental states. 
denoted in Pali by the word dhamma. 

The Buddhist texts, in conclusion, point out that although 
so much attention has been paid to the analysis of dhlitw· and 
iiyatanas, one must not forget that these have neither anY 
beginning nor any end, nor do they come from anywhere nor 
go to elsewhere ; these are in reality substanceless (niriha) and 
functionless (avyiipiira). 6 

1 See above, p. 213. 
3 Cf. above, p. 199. 
5 See above, p. 203f.; Vism., p. 4113. 

2 Vism., p. 481. 
4 v1rawkatlia, pp. 2. 117• 
6 Vism,, p. 484. 
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(iv) lndriyas 

B_esides the twelve ayatanas and eighteen dhatus, a being 
requires twenty-two indriyas1 (predominating mental fac­
tors) for its existence. The six sense-organs as bas been 
mentioned above are indriyas inasmuch as these are predomi­
nating factors in a person's appearance, protection, knowledge 
and distinctiveness. 2 The seventh and eighth indriyas are 
masculinity (purisa) and femininity (itthi) as these are pre­
dominating factors in sex-distinction. The ninth indriya is 
vitality (livita) which sustains the body. The five mental 
states, sukha, dukkha, somanassa, domanassa and upekkha,3 
which accompany Jtvitendriya (life-force) are also treated 
as predominating states in the Buddhist psychology inas­
much as these serve to entangle beings in worldly affairs:' 
The next group of five mental states, viz., self-confidence 
(saddha), energy (viriya), watchfulness (sati). concentration of 
mind (samadhi) and exertion for knowledge (pafiiia) are also 
treated as indriyas inasmuch as these serve to disentangle 
beings frcm worldly desires and help them to attain Nibbiina. 
The last three indriyas are (i) the determination to know what 
is unknown (anaiifiata + fiassiimi), (ii) determination to know 
the highest truth (aiifia), and (iii) determination to realise 
what has been attained by the previous two faculties (aiiiiiitav'i). 
The first of this group acts as the predominating factor in 
removing wrong views and putting an adept on the right 
course of exercises for realising the truth while the Second in 
helping the adept to realise the fruits of exercises, removal 
of inclinations (anusayas) for worldly attainments and 

1 A bhidharmakosavyakhyii, II, p. I: mfi::p:r~rr~i.i~ I <tWr­

kc~f¾ fr.a_;q~ o~c9@~~~ I 

2 I bid., Intro. 
3 Suklza and dukkha = physical pleasure and pain 

Somanassa and domanassa =mental pleasure and displeasure 
U pekklza=equanimity 

4 AKV., II, Intro. 
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development of insight into the truths ; the third acts as the 
predominating factor in attaining knowledge of the cessation 
of rebirth (khayanlu:za) and of the attainment of Nibblina in 
this life.1 

Like the dhii.tus and ii.yatanas, the faculties (indriyas) 
also, Buddhaghosa observes, do not exist in reality. 2 



CHAPTER X 

Pa!iccasamuppada 

Paticcasamuppada or the law of dependent origination is a 
..contribution of Buddha to the philosophical thoughts of India 
of the 5th century B.C. By this law Buddha wanted to estab­
lish that the constituted world was neither a creation of God 
nor its origin was accidental nor it was issued out of the ever 
existing Prakrti nor it was a composite of eternal atoms 
(a!J.uparamii{iu) nor was it pre-determined as held by the 
Ajivikas and lastly, it was caused and not uncaused.1 

This law also establishes that the constituted world 
is in a dynamic state and is never static even for a mo­
ment, in other words, it is only a series of point-instants2 • 

From this it follows that the beings and objects of the 
world have only dependent origination and hence they are 
impermanent and sources of misery, and that except Nibbana 
and Akasa, there is nothing that is not originated by sequence 
of causes and conditions. This law also shows that all that is 
thus caused and conditioned are evanescent~ and without any 
substance. It explains the fixed unchangeable and this­
conditioned (idappaccayata) nature of beings and objects.' 

Many scholars who have dealt with the formula of causa­
.tion have attempted to elicit from it Buddha's theory of the 
· origin of a being, and some of them even drew parallels 
between the links of the formula and the causal series of 

1 Tattva-sm11gralw, I, p.11: wi'~~ +!lTt@'T I~ 'qP-f~U ct'~ 

wm .=im<I~m ~)>~~~m .:r 5f~~Qr ~,fr:f.l<<tr,~"' .rr~~­
-~~= 1 

2 Stcherbatsky, Buddhist Logic, p. 119. 

3 I bid., 5Rft~~cllT~• 'ii~ I 

4 Majj/zima, I, p. 191. 



216 PATICCASAMUPPADA 

Saqikhya.1 It is noteworthy that such an attempt was also­
made in Buddhaghosa's time. To refute this viewpoint, Bud­
dhagosa pointed out that ignorance (avijja), the first link of the 
chain, must not be regarced as similar to Prakrti (Pakati) of 
the Pakativadins, i. e., Sankhyans, because avijja was neither 
uncaused (aki"ira~wm) nor was it the primary cause of the 
world (miilakara1J,am). It owed its origin to mental impurities 
(asavas). The reason adduced by Buddhaghosa for its being 
made the first link in the chain was that Buddha used igno• 
rance of the truth (avijja) or desire for rebirth (bhavata~zhii) for 
commencing (szsabhiivam) his discourses on Paticcasamuppiida, 
as the chain was without any beginning or end (va1takathii 
or anamatagga).2 It is apparent therefore that avijja need not 
necessarily be the first link in the chain of causation but that 
it is one of the terms found suitable by the author of the 
formula to begin the chain. It could as well be commenced by 
bhavata1J,hii.3 In the Saf!iyutta Nikaya;t the formula starts with 
food (iihiira) as the first link. Hence, we see that the Paticca­

samuppiida is not meant to be an explanation of the origin 
of the world but that it is just a chain of instances to illustrate 
the law of this-conditioned nature (idappaccayata), i.e., depen· 
dent origination of things. The links of the chain move in a 
circle without a beginning or end, and without any reference 
to time and place. The phenomenal existence is represented 
as a wheel with twelve spokes. 

Those scholars, who expected to find in it a key to 
the origin of the world, have been disappointed and have 
condemned it as illogical and incongruous. The author of 

1 See Kern, Manual of Buddhism, p. 46f., La Vallee Poussin, Theo· 
ries des douze causes, p. vii. fn. 2. 

2 Vism., p. 525. 

3 Ibid .. p. 525: purima, bhikkhave, koti na paiiiiayati avijjaya (or 
bhavataqhaya), ito pubbe avijja (or bhavataqha) nahosi atha pacchi.i. 
sarnbhavi ti. Evan c'etaqi bhikkhave, vuccati, ·,atha ca pana pafifiayati 
idappaccaya avijja (or bhavataqba). Cf. Smryutta, II, p. 178; lll, p. 149 

4 Sa1?1yutta, II, pp. 101-3; Mahiiniddesa, I, pp. 25-6. 
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the formula could not anticipate that bis arrangement of the 
illustrations in a series would give rise to misunderstauding_1 

Twenty-four Paccayas 

The chain is not meant to demonstrate a course of evolu­
tion. All that is intended to mean is that any two links are 
related to each other in one or more of the twentyfour ways 
(paccayas), for which the usual general expression is "ima­

smi11i sati ida11i hoti" (this being so that happens). There are 
in the Patthana twentyfour such relations/ viz., hetu (root-­
cause), aramma~w (basis, objective cause), anantara (imme­
diate c. ), samanantara (concomitant c.), sahajata (co-existent. 
c.), a,iii.amaiiiia (interdependent c.), nissaya (supporting cause 
as earth to tree), upanissaya (immediately effective cause), 
purejata (preceding cause), pacchajiita (succeeding cause), 
iisevana (cause which requires repetition, e.g., kamma=previ­
ous actions), vipaka (fruition of previous actions c.), iihiira 
(sustenance c.). indriya (predominating factors c.), jh{ma (medi­
tation c.), magga (eightfold path c.), sampayutta (associated 
c.). vippayutta (dissociated c. ), atthi (present c.), natthi (non­
present c. ), vigata (absent c.). and avigata (non-absent 
c.). It is in one or more of these twentyfour relations that 
the two consecutive links are related to each other, 
e.g., consciousness (vii'iiia,:za) is related to mind and matter 
(niimariipa) as afifiamafiiio. ~ birth (jiiti) is related to old age 
and death (jaramara{W) as purejata and upanissaya, and so· 
forth. The law implies that any two links should be taken, 
up for consideration for realising the idappaccayata of world­
ly objects. 

It is an undeniable truth that a living bemg or an object 
never exactly remains the same in two consecutive moments. 

1 Aspects of Mahayana Buddhism, P· 208-9. 
2 Cf. Vism., p. 532; translation, p. 635; Intro. to Pattha11a (P.T.S.). 

The Sarvastivadius admit four pratyayas and six hetus, vide Stcherbatsky,. 
Buddhist Logic, I, p. 138. 
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(k$aJJa) 1 but at the same time it is also a fact. that the two 
-consecutive momentary stages of a being or an object are 
neither wholly identical nor wholly different, because, it is the 
dissolution of the first momentary state that gives rise to the 
second, and the relation between the two is not exactly that 
of cause and effect as is commonly understood, because a 
-cause, which has ceased or has been destroyed, cannot pro-
duce an effect, and so according to this formula an effect is a 
state immediately subsequent to the cause, and that cause aod 

-effect appear only in series consecutively and that cause is not 
transformed into effect. Milk and curds are two consecutive 
states, one separate from the other, the characteristics of milk 
being different from those of curds, and hence milk is not 
transformed into curds as is commonly supposed. Every 
momentary object is the outcome of the totality of its antece· 
dents and is neither identical with, nc>r different from, them. 

Buddha laid the greatest emphasis on this theory of 
dependent origination and he held that one who compreb,nd· 
ed this theory visualised the truth (yo paficcasamuppiidOT!1 

,passati so dhammarrz passati).2 This dictum is accepted not 
only by the sravakayanists but also by the Mahayanists. 

Traditional exposition 
PratUyasamutpiida (Pali Paticcasamuppiida) means etymo• 

logically that every (prati) object or being is subject to dissolu· 
tion (itya=vinasvara; itau=vina$/au). Those dissolved 
(ityal;z) appear (samutpada) again and again.3 

1 K$al)a is defined in the AKV. as l/160tb of a second. 
·Cf. Yogiiciirabhiimti, p. 214: 

~: ~Q° ~: 51cf1c:q./ilticq lit! I ~iiTl!i+lf~c;!J° I ~: ~­

-~QTTI'~~ ~~;:~~= !la'tc~m~r~.-= 1 ~;:r ~ ~­

~)n~rf<R~q~~ [ -rR"~n ] ~l!q+f~+fi'i:TWc~a f.:.tc1:q.=r ~ 1 ~= 
QfQ"<Rlf !fTQ<T~ ~;:~R'TT<t= 51cITT<l'~~FH<t: 1 ~ f'~~c~:P:t: I etc, 

2 Majjhima, I, p. 191; Aspec1s of Malzliyiina Buddhism, pp. 51, 
.:.208-9. 

3 M. Vr., p. 4. 
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Buddhaghosa observes that by samupplida is not meant 
-origin (uppiida) pure and simple. It counteracts the doctrine 
~f nothingness (natt/zita = ucc/zeda) as well as that of eterna­
hs?1_ (sassata). By the word pa/icca is meant that a thing 
originates not by itself (ekekato) nor without a cause (niipi 
.ahetuto); it originates by depending on certain other things 
(paccayasamaggim paticca) as a fruition (phalavolziirena). By 
th • • 

e compound word pa/iccasamuppada is meant that a cause 
leads to an effect (pa/imfilam ito=gato) unalterably, and 
the cause and effect are inseparable and they are mutually 
dependent. and that dependence is unalterably fixed. 1 

It should also be noted that all phenomenal objects have 
exiStence though it is only momentary (k~at1ika). similar to 
waves on the sea or ripples on a sheet of water. These 
waves or ripples are not purely imaginary. and these do t:xist. 
but only for a moment, hence it is impermanent (anitya). 
Though they are temporary modifications of the Reality, but 
they are grasped as something separate and determinate by 
~ne who is subject to avidyii, i.e., one who is complet~ly 

• ignorant about the Reality, the Truth. It is this individuation 
. or determination by the imperfect that leads to the appear­
ance of the varieoated world which becomes ultimately a 

"' source of suffering to him. There is no real but merely 
interdependent origination (pra(itya tat samutpanna111 notpan­

naJ?l tat svabhiivatal:z). 2 According to the Sankhya school also. 
there is no new orioination or creation, because it is just 

"' another- manifestation of the same substance. 
In the Buddhist texts, an attempt has been made to eluci­

date this theory of causation or dependent origination by a 
chain of factors. that go to make a being thus: Avid Ya­
s a 1P s k a r a - v i j ii a n a-n a m a r u p a - ~ a <_i a Ya­
tan a-s p a r s a-v e d an a-tr s n a - up ad an a­
b ha v a-j at i- j a ram a r a 1). ·a:3 • 

1 Vism., p. Sl~f. 2 Tattvas01rgralza, P• 177-
3 (a) A vidyii and sa,?tskiirii relate to past existence. 
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The factors are broadly explained thus: The fact that a 
being is born implies that it did not attain perfection in its 
previous existence and had ignorance about the Reality, i.e., 
non-realisation of the Truth. and this led to the belief in the. 
existence of a self and clinging to 1-ness and Mineness as also 
to its consequent effects, viz., certain wrong mental construe-. 
tions and impressions (sa1?1skiirii). 1 These two factors are 
assumptions relating to the past existence of a being. 

The inception of the present life takes place with vij,iiina 
or the mind known as Pratisand/zi-citta or the desire to take 
rebirth 2 which alone maintains the continuity of a being 
from one life to another. In the D"igha Nikaya,3 however, 
viiiiiii,:za and niimarupa are shown as interdependent like two 
sticks resting on each other. The fact is that the present 
existence of a being commences with vijiliina, which is fol· 
lowed up by the other four elements of nama-rupa, viz .. 
feeling (vedana), perception (sa1?1jnii), fresh mental construe· 
tions (sa,rzskiirii) and the material elements (rupa), The 
links after nama-rupa are self-evident, viz., that a being as it 

(b) Vijnana, namarupa, ~aqayatana, sparsa, vedanii, tr$1Jii, 
upadiina and bhava relate to present existence. 

(c) Jati and jarii111ara~1a relate to future existence. 

1 Kosa-vyiikhya, III. 28 (p. 53). ~Tc+JR ~T~~ ~fcfmfc:J 

~ ~D~:l.TT +19~-~ft-r-Q I ~~Rlfl<4_if%G.t!c4iU'a ~r-a- l ~ (f~q 

~:, 

2 Kosa-vyiik/zya, III. 28 (p. 54): ~HT~ fcf~Ff 5ITTmfrl:T· 
R~+rfmia ~TTr., ••• • • •. •·fcrm~ <ii-a-+ra:, +Rrfcrm.:if+1fu , -1' w: 
5ffcrof;:~ q~f~T.=fi:!i~~i:~qfSfur I +r.=rrfw;t~q mm:rf.:1:T· 

o/1cmr_ I Cf. Karika, III. 41. 

Cf. Yogiiciirabhumi, p. 212: 

'l_cf' aFFl i~ 9~.=f ~+ff~: 

t;rqffeR:i~:r.ruf 'Ef~ f~1:P:n~: 

mcmf;:~rc:j I R f..s:_4 q R'l_f'{: 1 

3 Digha, II, p. 56 

~~ Q~9 ft:p.,nf+rWT'{: .I 

f'<ffifelq-~~q_ m-aef.~l:f: l 
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grows develops the six sense-organs ($a(jayatana), which 
-come in contact (sparsa) with the external objects, and pro­
duce feeling ( vedanii), good, bad or indifferent. This feeling 
is the cause of desire (tr,Hzii), which takes a firm hold of the 
mind (upiidiina), and causes in its turn a strong desire for 
future existence (blzava). With this link, the formula of the 
chain of causation should end, and revert back to avidya and 
sa1?1skara. Two more links. however, are added with a view 
perhaps to explain to the common people that bhava (desire 
fpr rebirth) i.e. pratisandhi-citta is the root of all our future 
-existences (jiiti), which inevitably end with old age, death, 
grief, lamentation and sorrow. 

The twelve terms composing the law of causation are 
explained thus : 

(1) Avijjii or lack of true knowledge 

The etymological meaning of the word avijjii is that it 
makes a person learn what should be unlearnt and unlearn 
what should be learnt. It debars a person from taking a true 
·view of worldly things. It makes a person see happiness in 
misery, good in evil, and vice versa, regard the unreals as 
,reals, make differentiation where no differentiation exists, 
.and so forth. The usual meaning attributed to it in the 
Nikayas is non-comprehension of the four truths (ariya­
saccas) 1 while in the Abhidlzamma, non-comprehension 
of the world-beginning (pubbanta) and world-end (aparanta), 
eternalism (sassata) and annihilationism (uccheda),2 and of 
this-conditioned nature of objects (idappaccayata). 3 Avijjii 
screens the truth, and it is by the removal of avijjii that 
the vijja or truth (i.e. Nibbana) fl.ashes before the eyes of an 
adept. In other words, all worldly beings have only limited 
·knowledge, which is far from the true or perfect knowledge of 
the Reality. 

1 See above, p. 137f. 2 See above, pp. 38f., 58f., 
3 See above. Cf. Dhammasmigatii, 1162. 
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(2) Sankhiirii or thought-constructions, impressions 

By the word sankhara1 are meant the impressions 
or traces left in the mind for taking wrong view of 
things. On account of avijjii (lack of true knowledge), a 
person has the impression that desires conduce to happiness, 
that performance of sacrifices and practice of extreme 
austerities lead to liberation and so forth. The function of 
sankhiirii of previous existence is to produce the thought 
with which a being is reborn (pa/isandhi-vifiiiaJJa or citta 
and the mental states (viiiiiii~ias) that follow the pafisandhi­
citta, which are all dependent 0:1 deeds (kamma-paccaya)~ 
of past life, hence, it represents pre-natal forces. 

The logical relation (paccaya) of saizkhiira to avijiii is 
one or more of the following four, viz , iiramma~ia. 
adhipati, kamma, and upanissaya (seep_ 217). The impressions 
ieft on the mind by avijjii lead one to perform deeds 
which are (i) meritorious (puiiiia) such as gifts and obser­
vance of moral precepts, (ii) sinful (apuii,za) such as 
killing and stealing, and (iii) neither meritorious nor sinful 
such as beliefs in eterna\ism and annihilationism. These 
three kinds of deeds may be (i) physical (ka.yika), or verbal 
(viicasika). or mental (miinasika). Again, the impressions or 
thought-constructions (sa,ikhiirii) may be limited or un­
limited, high or low, right or wrong, definite or indefinite, 
Meritorious deeds (puiiiiiibhisankhiirii) cause rebirth in 
heavens, while non-meritorious deeds (apuiiiiabhisaizkhara) 
in hells and neither meritorious nor non-meritorious deeds. 
(aneniiibhisankharii.) in the Arupalokas.3 

(3) Viiiiia~a or consciousness & 

(4) Niima-ri,pa or mind and matter 
The rebirth-consciousness ( patisandhi·viiiiiiina) leads to 

mind and matter, marking the inception of the pr.esent life of 

1 This term (sa,ikhl"irli) should be distinguished from the word 
sankhlirii. in phrases like aniccii vata smikhlirii, where it means all that is 
constitued. 2 Vism., p. 538. 3 Vis111., p. 557-8. 
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a being. The very fact of its having a fresh existence 
~mplies that it could not get rid of ignorance (avijja) and: 
1~s consequential thought-impressions (sa,ikhara) in its past 
hfe. An Arhat or Buddha only gets rid of the same and so­
does not have a fresh pafisandlzi-viiii"W1Ja and niima-riipa. 
Sa,ikhara lead to the re-appearance of patisandhi-viiifia,w and 
the other viiiiiii,:zas immediately succeeding it, and it is ~r~und 
this viii,"iii,:za that the other four constituents cluster, forming a 
complete being with mind and matter. 

Of these four constituents one is matter (ri"ipa) and the 
other three are perception, feeling and fresh mental impres­
sions (saiillii, vedanii and sa,ikharii) which along with viiifiii{ia, 
are collectively called niima. Buddhaghosa derives nlima 
from the root nam, to bend, and says salll"iii, vedanii and 
sa,ikhiirii arc called nama because they bend, direct the mind 
(vir"ifia{w) to the object (aramma,:za). In the formula of twelve 
links, vi,"ifiii,:za is made the cause of niima-rfipa, but niima also­
includes viiifiii1Ja, which means not only mind but also the 
mental states derived through the sense-organs. In some 
enumerations 1 viiiiiiina and nama-rtipa are shown to be inter-. . 
dependent. The reason for making viii,"iii~za an independent 
link is that saizkhiirii can be the paccaya (i.e. kamma and 
upanissaya) of villiiii{W only 2 and not of the other three mental 
constituents or of rupa (matter). The pa/isa11dhi-viii1"iii~za is of 
nineteen kinds.3 The vil1iiii,:zas, which intervene between the 
mental state preceding birth (pafisandhicitta) and the mental 
state preceding death (cuticitta), are the five perceptions 
derived through the fl ve sense-organs. Besides these five, 
there is the· manoviniiii{W which may be sub-divided into 

thirty-two kinds;' 

Digha, II, p. 56. 
2 Vism., p. 559-560. 3 For details, see Vism, pp. 548 ff. 
4 Cf. Vism., 455-6; kamavacarassa kusalassa katatta upacitatta 

vipakarp cakkhuvififia.Q.arp uppannarp hoti ti. See !HQ., vol. XV: The 
Dhammasailgal)i (analysed). 
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Now the viiina,;zas, which appear after pafisa ndhi-v.i1iiiii1,1a, 
'.gradually lead to saiiiiii (perception). vedanii (feelings), and 
fresh saiikhara (thought-constructions), all of which need 
:the support of rilpa (matter).1 The relation of niima to nipa 
is one of the four paccayas, e.g., sahajiita, ali11amaiilia, 11issaya 
.and vipaka (see p. 217). 3 It is clearly stated in the Vibha1iga3 

that the sense-organs as also other matters in their subtlest 
·state originate out of mind. This subtle rfi.pa is nourished 
by the food taken by the mother and shaped by the force of 
.previous karma. 

(5) Sa{ayatana or six sense-organs 

Nama-rilpa are mentioned as the paccaya of the six sense• 
-organs. By nama is meant here the three khandhas, vedana, 
.saiiiia and sankhara. By rupa is taken the four great elements 
(mahabhutas), the six objects (vatthus) viz .. form, sound, 
smell, taste, touch and objects of thought (rupa, sadda, 
gandha, rasa, pho11habba and dhamma), and vitality (fivita). 
The above rupa consisting of eleven elements takes its own 
course of evolution (sakasantati-pariyapannam) and is related 
.to sa{iiyatana as sahajata, aiiiiamaiiiia, nissaya, vippayutta, atthi 
and avigata (see p.217).'1 Nama also has the above relations to 
the six sense-organs with the distinction that it is sampayutta 
and not vippayutta paccaya and it is also a vipaka paccaya.5 
But these two, nama and rupa, must come together to be a 
_paccaya of the six sense-organs and not otherwise.6 

(6) Phassa or contact 

There are as many kinds of phassa (contact) as there are 
ayatanas, that is, six. Phassa appears as a result of the 
-objects grasped by the sense-organs, taking their own course 

1 Vibhanga, PP, 144, 147: nii.mapaccaya chatthayataqi. 
2 Vism., P• 561. 3 Vibhmiga, p. 147. 
4 Vism,, P• 564, 5 I bid., p. 563'. 6 Ibid., p. 562. 
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-of evolution (sakasantc.ti-pariyapanna,?i ). 1 The only point to 
be remembered is that phassa is put in the singular number 
as it is only one though there may be more than one sense­
organ functioning, but one form of phassa is limited to one 
ayatana. The ii.yatanas are related to phassa in six or nine 
ways.2 Phassa can also be sub-divided like vifziia!Ja into 
thirty-two kinds. 3 

(7) Vedana or feeling 

There are as many feelings as there are doors, i. e., the 
sense-organs. Feeling (vedana) like vifz1ia,:za may be sub-divi­
ded into 89 kinds.' Visual and other perceptions (cakkhu­

pasiida etc.,) are related to feeling in eight ways. 5 

(8) Ta,:zhii or thirst, desire 

There are as many kinds of thirst as there are sources, i.e., 
the six objects of the sense-organs, viz., rupa-ta,:zhii, sadda­
tm;.hii and so forth. 6 Each ta1J.hii may be of three kinds, kama. 
bhava and vibhava. When the ta1J.ha creates a taste for the 
objects, rilpa, sadda. etc., it is calied kiima. When it is associa­
ted with the belief that the world is eternally existing (sassata) 
and produces an attachment (raga) for future existence, it is 
called bhavata,:zha.. When it is associated with the belief that 
there is no after-life (uccheda), and one becomes regardless 
-of this life, it is called vibhava-ta1J./za. 

"(9) V padana or strong attac;hment 

The previously mentioned ta1J.has lead to upiidiina and are 
related to it in seven or eight ways/ There are four kinds of 
upadana, kiima. ditthi, s"ilabbata and attaviida. Kiimata,:zhii is 
the cause of kiinmpiidiina, which is the firm grasping of the 

1 Ibid,, p. 565. 
4 See above, p. 208. 
6 Vibhai,,ga, p. 380, 

15 

2 Ibid., p. 566. 3 I bid., p. 565. 
5 Vism., p. 567. 
7 Vism., p. 570·1~ 
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object, it is thirst for objects not obtainl!d and firmly holding 
the objects already obtained. Di!thupa.duna is the firm adher­
ence to wrong views, i.e., firm belief in the doctrine that there 
is no good effect of gifts or sacrifices, or belief in any one of 
the indeterminable problems: sassata or uccheda, anta or 
ananta etc.1 as true. Silabbatupa.duna is the firm adherence 
to the belief that rituals or particutar ascetic practices lead to 
liberation. Attaviidupa.da.na is the firm belief in the existence 
of a soul, and in its identificanon with one of the five 

khandhas.2 

(10) Bhava or desire for existence 

Bhava bas two distinct meanings, one is existence accor­
ding to one's past deeds, called kammabhava, and the other is 
the plane of existence wherein a being is reborn, called uppatti· 
bhava. The former is regulated by the three kinds of satikhfiro, 
merit, demerit, and neither merit nor demerit (puiiiia, apu,i1ia 
and a.neiija) in their two grades, low and high. But 
saizkha.ra are not mentioned as the cause of bhava, so 
we are to ascertain how upa.dana 1s the cause of bhava. 
Buddbagbosa points out that ka.muplida.na leads to such 
saizkhara which cause a being to be reborn in the ka.mabhava 
and so it can also be described as kammabhava. Other upiidii· 
nas, viz., ditthi, s'ilabbata and attavlida make a person adhere 
to wrong views, and influenced by those views he acquires 
saizkha.ra which lead to existences in Kama and other worlds, 
so in this sense, it can be called kammabhava. By uppattiblzava 
is meant the th1ee planes of existence, such as Kama, Rupa 
or Ariipa lokas. Some of these contain beings without percep· 
tion (asaiiiiii) and some with perception (saiii'ia) and some 
with very subtle perception almost incapable of perceiving 
any object (nevasaiiiia.-nlisaiiiia). U ppatti bhava may also be 
classified according to the number of khandhas, which a being 
may possess, e.g. beings of kama or rupa bhava have five 

1 See above, p. 37. 2 ~ee infra, p. 232f. 
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kbandhas. those of arupa and nevasafifianasaii:iiayatana bbavas 
have only four, while beings of asafi:iiabhava has one.1 

(11) Jiiti or rebirth 

Tht: living being, which is sub~ect to the desire for re-exis­
tence (bhava), takes rebirth (jiiti), i.e .. future life. It is not an 
entity nor an individual but just a conglomeration of niima­
riipa that takes rebirth in a changed form,-the change being 
effected by its past deeds (kamma) as also by time and cir­
cumstances in which it reappears. Jiiti is controlled by 
kammabhava2 and not uppattibhava. It is related to bhava in 
two ways, kamma and upanissaya (seep. 217). Rebirth is 
dependent on certain external circumstances, but assuming 
those as common to two beings. one notices differences 
between them. This difference is due to the nature of 
kamma-bhava, i.e. deeds of past life. so it is said that 
actions distinguish beings. such as. }l,w and high (kamma11i 

satte vibhajati yad ida,zi hinapa{z"itatiiyii ti).3 

( 12) J ariimarana-soka-parideva-dukkha-domanassa 
or old age, death. grief, lamentation. and sorrow 

Jariimara,:za, etc. take place on account of rebirth (jiiti) but 
the relation of these to jiiti is only two, viz., upanissaya and 
p_urejiita (see p. 217). 

The last two links. it should be remembered. relate to-
future existence. 

Rebirth and not transmigration 

The expositors of the law of depondent origination have 
deliberately avoided the question of the existence of an entity 
or individual, which becomes subject to feeling (vedanii). desire 
(ta1J,hii), strong attachment (upadlina), arid desire for re-exis-

1 Vism., p, 572 
2 See above. Cf. Karmabhava in Kosa, V. 1 
3 Majjhima, III, p. 203; Vism., p. 576. 
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tence (bhava) and rebirth (jati). 1he object of this law is to 
establish that a living bein~ composed of five skandhas 
is beginningless, and is in a continuous state of flux, each 
preceding group of skandhas giving rise to a subse­
quent group of skandhas, and this process is going on 
momentarily and ceaselessly in the present existence as also in 
the future until the eradication of avidyii and the attainment 
of Nirva,:,.a. The conventional attribution of time-limit 
to the continuous flow of sk.:mdhas gives rises to the notion 
of birth and death, and this time-limit is generally applied to 
living beings. This time-limitation, which does not exist by 
itself, and whch is not applied to physical objects, bas obscured 
the life-continuum (santati) of a living being. In other words, 
there is no death or abrupt end of the skandhas, i.e., nlima-rfipa. 
:There is a drastic change in na.ma-rfipa at the so-called death 
stage but these continue in their subtlest, almost imperceptible 
form from death to rebirth. Just as in a forest a corn ripens, 
falls to the ground, and then grows again without the help of a 
cultivator, so one group of skandhas also gives rise to another 
group of skandhas without any Creator or doer and this 
takes place according to the law of causal st!quence. The 
Buddhists describe this process as rebirth and not transmigra­
tion and deny the function of 11viitman which pass from one 
existence to another like the caterpillar from one blade of 
grass to another (see above, p. 17). The process is like a 
stream of water flowing continuously till it reaches the sea, 
the Nirval)a. 
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Anatta, Anicoa & Dukkha 
The three terms: Anatta (=Anatman=absence of soul), 

Anicca ( = Anitya = impermanence) including K$a,:zikatva 
(momentariness) and Dukkha ( =Dubkha=sufiering) are the 
.three watchwords of Buddhism and form the core of the 
Buddhist philosophy. An attempt bas been made here to 
give an exposition of these terms. 

Aniitman 

Next in importance to the doctrine of Pratztya-samutpada 
is the doctrine of aniitman (absence of soul), which was the 
subject matter of Buddha's second discourse to bis Brahmal)a 
comp.anions. The Brahmanic thinkers accept as an axioma­
tic truth that every living being has a permanent soul, 
which remains unaffected by the actions of an individual, 
and which is regarded as the carrier of karmaic effects and as 
the link between one life and another. The main obj~ction 
of the Buddhists to this theory is based on the illogicality of 
associating two entities, which have contrary characteristics, 
viz. purity and impurity, grossness and subtlety. The Buddhists 
question, how can an ete:-nal substance which is pure by nature 
and tully liberated can be linked with another object which is 
evanescent, impure and unliberated. Besides such illogical 
combination, the existence of an eternal soul cannot also be 
established by direct perception or valid inference. By such 
arguments the Vedantic view about soul is refuted by the 
Buddhists. 

Buddha, as a student of Sankhya and other Brabmanic 
schools of thought, was well acquainted with this doctrine and 
evidently be could not very well appreciate the Sankbyan stand­
point that soul or puru$a was an inactive agent while intellect 
(buddhi) or egoism (ahankara) which issued out of prakrti was 
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an active agent. He found some reasoning in the concep• 
tion of ahalikara but none in that of puru$a. He stated, as 
discussed above, that everything worldly, without any excep· 
tion, must be caused and conditioned, and atman (soul) 
being a part and parcel of a living being could not be 
uncaused and unconditioned as upheld by the Upani~adic 
schools of thinkers. He was also unable to accept 
the Upani~adic proposition that the individual soul was 
not different from the Great soul,-the self-conscious reality, 
the manifestation of which is the phenomenal world. His con· 
tention was that a being was composed of five skandhas (mass 
of elements), and so the soul shoulct be identical with any one 
of these five or with all the five taken together, or with some­
thing other than the five skandhas. As none of these alterna­
tives are applicable to soul, the Buddhists hold that 
there is no soul. There were among his disciples a few who 
wanted to identify consciousness (vijiiana), the fifth skandha, 
with soul, but this was also not tenable in view of the fact 
that vijiiiina also was subject to origin and decay, while soul, 
according to the Brahmanic thinkers, was not so. Many a 
time Buddda had to cross words on this issue with the 
Brahmanic teachers like Vacchagotta and Malunkyaputta, to 
whom he pointed out that as it was impossible to locate the 
flame of a lamp after it had been extinguished, so it was 
absurd to look for a soul after death. The flame was visible 
so long there were causes and conditions, and it became in· 
visible and locationless, when its causes and conditions i. e, 
oil and wick were absent or withdrawn. 1 The soul, if any, 
disapppears like the flame when the causes and eonditions 
cease to exist and function. Hence the existence of a perma· 
nent soul cannot be upheld. There were one or two Buddhist 
schools of thought like the Vatsiputriyas, who held that there 
might not exist an eternal soul but there must be, apart the 
five skandhas, something which was the seat of I-ness, other• 

1 Sm?zyutta, III, p. 46. 
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wise. how could Buddha say that in a previous existence, he 
was such and such a being. It is this seat of I-ness that main­
tained the identity of one life and another. Instead of using 
the term «atman", the Vatsiputriyas preferred to use the term 
"puggala ( = pudgala)". This new viewpoint was vehemently 
opposed by the Sthaviravadins (=the Pali School) in the 
Katlzavattlm as well as by the Sarvastivadins in the 
Abhidharmakosa (last chapter). 

Apart from the untenability of the theory of soul from the 
philosophical point of view, Buddha regarded the conception 
of soul as the root-cause of our notion of I-ness, and con­
sequently. of our misery. In fact, in every religion and philo­
sophy, an adept is asked to get rid of the notion of I-ness. 
Attachment to self is the greatest obstacle to spiritual pro­
gress and to the attainment nf Nirva.I).a, hence the eradication 
of belief in the existence of a self (satkliyadr$fi) is the first 
condition to be fulfilled by an adept aspiring to srota­

li.pannahood, the first stage of sanctification1 • It is rather 
striking that in the Saq1yutta Nikliyal appears a con­
versation which took place between King Prasenajit and his 
queen Mallika on the same lines though not exactly in the 
same sense as that of Yajfiavalkya and his wife Maitreyi. 
The king asked his queen whether she knew anything dearer 
than her own self (atthi nu klzo te Mallike koc'a,ifto attanii. 
piyataro ti) and the reply was in the negative, and the king 
also gave a similar reply to the counter-question of the queen. 
When this conversation was brought to the notice of the 
Teacher, he dilated on the same and requested the king to 

desist from killing animals in a sacrifice, because the self was 
as much dear to the animals as it was to him and the queen. 
At the very beginning of his missionary career, Buddha real­
ised that love of self was the root-cause of worldly misery • 
.and the best way to eradicate this love of self was to establish 
that there was no soul, immaculate and permanent, a belief to 

1 See Infra, p. 252. 2 Ibid., I, p. 75. 
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which the people had clung so far. This belief, he said, led t_o 
the notion of I-ness and became a source of grief. Hence, his 
teaching was that all worldly objects including living beings 
were selfl_ ess and every constituent of a being was i,ubject !0 

• · • bin the law of causation, and there could not be anything wit 
a being which was not subject to this universal law. 

In the Pali texts it is stated that the belief in the existence of 
a soul, or in other words, the h1::resy of individuality (sakkflya• 

ditthi) is due to the misapprehension of one of the five con· 
stitµents (khandhas) as the soul in the following four ways:-

(i) atta is the same as riipa, or vedana, or saiiiia, or 
sankhara, or vifiiial).a (rupaJ?i etc. 1 attato samanupassati) ; 1 

(ii) atta is possessed of riipa etc.1 (riipavanta,ri etc. 
attiinaJ?l samanupassati) ; 

(iii) in atta there is riipa etc.1 (attani rupa,rz, etc. 1 samanu· 
passati) ; 

(iv) atta is in riipa etc. 1 (riipasmi1ri etc. 1 attlmal?l samanw 
passati)2 • 

In the PaJisambhidiimagga' is explained how this 
misapprehension takes place. It says that a person while 
meditating sometimes conceives of 

(i) the object ,of meditation (pa/havikasina, etc4.), when 
converted into a concept as identical with himself. It is like 
identifying (advayam) the flame of a burning lamp with its 
colo_~r (yii acci so va,:z1J,o yo va,:z~io sa acczti); 

. (u) the khandhas as belonging to self (atta riipena riipavii) 
JUS~ ~s some say that a tree and its shadow, although separate 
entitles, are identical, i.e., one belongs to the other (rukkhO 
imaya chiiyiiya chiiyiivii); • 

1 rupa etc. =the five khandhas, viz., riipa vedana safifia sailkhar1i 
and v~fifiaQ.a. ' ' ' 

2 In the M. Vr., p. 432 and elsewhere it is shown that the misappre· 
hension happens in five ways, the first four being the same as stated 
above, while the fifth being that the Atta is something different from tbe 
skandlzas. 

3 Patisambidamagga, I, pp. 146-150. 4 See abo\re, p. 165. 
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(iii) the khandhas as existing in the self (attani rfipam 
passati) hist as one would say that smell and flower, although 
two separate entities, are identical, i.e., smell is in flower; 

(vD the khandhas as the container of the self as a casket 
is of the jewel. • 

It appears from the discourse in the M ilindapaiiha, 1 that 
among the five khandhas, viiiiiiina is more often identified 
with atta or fiva than the rei.t, b~t no such distinction is noti­
ceable in the Nikiiyas. 

As a consequence to the mistaken identification of atta 
with one of the components of a being, the soul also may 
be classified like the beings into three types thus 2: 

0) atta of beings of Kamadhatu, viz., from Avici to 
Paranimmita gods as gross (oliirika). 3 

(2) atta of beings of Riipadhatu from Pathamajhanabhiimi· 
to Akanighabrahmaloka as manomaya;1 i.e., material but 
very subtle like mind, and 

(3) atra of beings of Ariipadhatu from Akasanaficayatana­
brahmaloka to Nevasafifianasafifiayatana-brahmaloka is ariipa:s 
i.e. non-material. 

According to the Buddhists, attii does not exist, it is only 
a word of common usage 0 and does not correspond to any 
real entity, hence no question should arise as to its existence, 
not to speak of its identification with one of the khandhas. 

In the Milindapaiiha the question is raised whether atta is 
something different from the khandhas and whether it is an 
active agent Iivino within the body and acting through the 

e, 

organs of sense. This is refuted by Nagasena by the argu-
ment that when the organs of sense cease to work, the 

1 Milindapafilza, p. 86. 
2 Digha, I, p. 195; see also the commentary on Pottlzapiidasutta. 
3 Olarika = Rilpi catummahabhiltiko kabalii1karahara-bhakkho. 
4 Manomaya = Rupi manomayo sabbailgaapaccai1gi abi:nindriyo. 
5 Ariipa=Ariipi safifiamayo. 
6 Digl1a, I, p. 202: lokasamafifia Iokaniruttiyo lokavoharo loka-· 

pafifiattiyo; cf. M. Vr., p. 345: namamatrakam evatmanarp.. 



234 ANATTA ANICCA & DUKKHA 

function of atta also ceases, and so it cannot be said that it 
bas a separate and independent existence of its own.1 

Life (j'iva), according to the Buddhists, is dependent 
on span of life (ayu,) heat (usmii) and consciousness 
{viiiiio.,:za) just as the sound of a conch-shell has no existence 
of its own, but is dependent on the blower, his exertion. and 
the wind blown into it. 2 

Nagarjuna's arguments 

In bis works, Nagarjuna also takes up the same position 
as indicated in the Pali texts, and proceeds in his own way to 
.show that atman is not the same as one of the skandhas nor 
has it a separate and independent existence of its own apart 
from the skandhas. The stanzas on the point in the Madhya· 
makavatara3 run thus: -

H;:~6cfITTTT P-f~ ~-cf =cmrr B"f;:q ~;:c:rr mc+Fftm~ ~ I 
~lf;:;J.Jci ~T~ Ef.~ ~ q:eif;:;J.Jcc( ~: <f.Z'Cf.l'TT II 

[The soul is not in the skandhas (i. e., five constituents) 
.nor are the skandhas in the soul; had they (soul and skandbas) 
been separate, then one holding the other could have been 
imagined; but as there is no separateness between the soul 
and the skandhas, the statement that one holds the other 
is pure imagination (i. e. false).] 

~~) i!WH ~;;irfur ~~ "ITTc+TT cRefP-TT'P-l"T<TT 'fu: .=rm: I 

~ iffifFl ~Cf<:fT.=rQJ~~ cRcfTr~S~T q"Tc+r.'f: ~= II 

[ As the soul is not made of matter (rfipa),4 its existence 
cannot be admitted, and for the same reason, it cannot be said 
that the soul possesses attributes of its own (vattviirtlw· 

1 Milindapa,ilia, pp. 55. 86. 
2 D1gha, II, p. 338; see also p. 209 n. 5. 3 See M. Vr., p. 434. 
4 Riipa here also is not form but matter. It is referring to the skan· 

dhas in general by a concrete instance. The translations given here are 
in the light of their Tibetan rendering. See Mad/zyamakiivatiira (Tibetan 
-~d.), p. 265; M. Vr., p. 435 fn. 1. 
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payoga). If the soul and riipa be regarded as separate, then 
the relation between the soul and rz1pa would be like the 
cowherd and his cows, and if they are regarded as not 
separate (ablzeda), the soul would be made of ritpa, hence 
neither identity (tattva) 1 Dor difference (an)atva) of the soul 
and the skandhas can be established.] 

All the controversies about atta whether in the Pali texts 
or in the works of Nagarjuna rest on the fact that the cons­
tituents of a being, if analysed, cannot be shown to have 
anything called soul, apart from the five skandhas. which 
include, as they do, all the elements that compose a being. 

The Buddhists therefore take two lines of argument. 
viz., that the soul should either be identical with one or more 
or all of the skandhas, or be wholly different from the skand­
has, the stock Pali expression for this is ta11i jivm1i tarµ 
sari.ram or aiinm?l jiVGl?l aiffia1J2 sariral?i (either vitality i.e. soul 
is identical with body or different from body). The authors of 
Pali texts assert, without giving sufficient reasons,. that both 
the above propositions are wrong (micclzaditthi), while Nagar­
juna has recourse to his usual critical line of reasoning, 
viz., reductio ad absurdum, to show that it is absurd to estab­
lish a relation of identity or difference between the soul 
and the skandhas. Nagarjuna's arguments are briefly as 

follows: 
What is Atman-the basis of tbe sense of I-ness 

(ko'yam atma nameti yo'ha,1kiiravisayab)? It should be 
either the skandhas themselves (skandhasvabhava) or some­
thing apart from the skandhas (skandhavyatirikta). That is, 
the relation between the soul and the skandhas should be 
either one of identity (ekatva) or of difference (anyatva)-2 

1 See M. Vr., 433: tattva==ekatva. 
2 In the case of a11yatva again, the question of the relation of the 

Container and the contained (iidhiira iidhe-ya) arises, viz., whether Atman 
is in the skandhas or the skandhas are in the Atman, See ante, p. 232; 
also Mvyut., p. 208. 
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Both these positions. according to Nagarjuna. are untenable 
cm the following grounds: 

~+TT~l:TT*~' 

W~'.P.ITS~ ~fc{ ~~l:WI~~: II 

[If atman be the same as the skandhas, it would be subject 
to origin and destruction, again if it be different from the 
skandhas it would be without the characteristics appertaining 
to the skandhas.]1 

Hence, it is not possible to establish any relation of 
identit,Y or difference between the soul and the skandhas. 

Identification of soul with skandhas how faulty? 

The following are some of the untenable positions that 
would arise by the identification of atman with the skandbas: 

(a) atman, which had no existence before, comes into 
being. so it becomes an object constituted (krtaka) and hence 
impermanent, but atman is regarded by the opponents as­
unconstituted (akrtaka) and permanent; 

(b) atman requires a creator but a creator of atman, apart 
from the atma itself, is not known. If the atman be conceived 
as the creator of itself. then the contingency arises that the 
world had a beginning and that a being which did not exist 
before can appear, and so atman becomes constituted 
(krtaka); 2 

(c) atman originates without any cause (sambhiito viipya· 
hetukalJ,). If it be said that atman bad no existence before and 
there was no creator, and then if its present existence be 
admitted, it would be admitting origination of an object 
without ca use, but this is not permissible; 3 

(d) atman is subject to momentary origination and 
destruction like the skandhas or upadana-skandhas, but 
that is not acceptable to the opponents;-i. 

i M. Vr., p. 341. 2 M. Vr .• p. 581. 3 M. Vr,, p. 581. 
4 Further, at the moment just preceding Nirva.Q.a, the destruction 

and origination of atma would take place according to the doctrine of 
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(e) skandhas and atman, i.e., upiidana (the material cause) 
.and upiidatr (the agent) become one, but upiidlina requires an 
agent in order that it may be given a shape. If the agent be 
the same as upadana, then it would lead to the oneness 
(aikyam) of the agent and the thing produced by the agent, 
e.g. between the feller of tbe tree and the tree, the potter and 
the pot, the fire and the firewood; but this is not admissible; 1 

(f) atman would be many like the skandhas; 
(g) there would be no contradistinction (vaiparUyam.) 

between the characteristics of matter (dravya) and those of 
.atman; 

(h) atman would be extinct (uccheda) in nirvaJ.J.a. 

Differentiation of soul from skandlzas how faulty? 

Having asserted that atman cannot be identified with the 
-skandhas, Nagarjuna takes up th~ counter-proposition, viz .• 
whether atman is different from the skandhas (skandha­
vyatirikta{1), and shows the absurdities to which this would 
again lead: 

(a) If atman be different from the skandhas, then it must 
Iiot have the characteristics of the dependently originating 
skandhas, viz., origin, continuity and destruction (utpiida­
sthiti-bhanga-lak~m:zli). As these characteristics are absent in. 
atman, being different from the skandhas, and as it is said to 
be not dependently originated, therefore it must be admitted 
that it is non-existing like the sky-flower, for no definition 
can be offered of such atman. It can only be pointed out as 
the basis of the sense of I-ness. 

(b) Again each of the five skandhas possesses some 
characteristics of their own, i.e., rupa possesses the character-

momentary existence (ksa1Jikavada), If the agent has been destroyed, 
who is it that enjoys the fruit? The contingency that arises • is that one 
acts and another enjoys the fruits. 

1 M. Vr., p. 576. 
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istic of taking forms (rilpana), 1 vedana and sarpjfia that of 
ascertaining the cause of direct perception (a11ubhava11i111ittod• 
graha,:za) and vijfiana of having detailed knowledge of objects. 
It atman be distinguished from the skandhas as vijfi.ana is 
done from rupa, then it should have some characteristics of 
its own, e.g., it would be something like mind (citta) as dis• 
tinguished from matter (rupa). If its special characteristics 
be denied, it is meaningless to say that it bas ·existence 
apart from the skandhas. 

Thus, it follows that it is futile to establish between the 
atman and the skandhas a relation of identity (ekatva) or 
difference (anyatva). or to give iitman the attributes of per· 
manency (nityatva) or impermanency (anityatva). To say 
that atman is permanent (nitya) or impermanent (anitya) 
would make one either a Sasvatavadin or an Ucchedavadin, 
both of which views are rejected m the Buddhist texts in 
unequivocal terms. Therefore, iitman should not be identified 
with, or distinguished from, skandhas (upiidiina-skandhas). 

Niigiirjuna's conclusion 

It may be contended that the non-Buddhists attribute to. 
atman some characteristics which are different from those of 
the skandhas, viz .• that atman is not an agent, but an enjoyer 
of fruits, attributeless and inactive; it is only when it takes 
something of the world (prakrti) as support then only its 
distinctions are known. 2 

Nagarjuna is not prepared to accept the contention of the 
non-Buddhists that a perfectly pure atman exists without the, 
skandhas, on the ground that any analysis of the constituents 
of a being does not furnish us with any proof about its inde• 
pendent existence. It has, according to N., for its basis a 

1 Cf. M. Vr., p. 343 n: ruppanalakkha9arp riiparp; rupa, the objec, 
and instrument of niriipa9a. 

2 M. Vr., p. 344. 
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mere notion, to which the non-Buddhists have attributed­
existence and qualities. 

So he says that the characteristics. which the non-Bud­
dhists attribute to atman, are not based on the actual concep­
tion of the form of atman (na svariipata litmiinam upalabhya) .. 
The non-Buddhists do not understand the real basis of the 
notion of atman, which is a mere term. Though they cannot 
establish anything, yet. out of fear, they recede from even the 
conventional truth and become entangled in pure conjectures, 
and being thus deluded, they conceive of an atman and. 
attribute to it some characteristics. Nagarjuna then quotes a 
few verses giving his own idea of the atman. He says: Just as 
on account of a mirror, an image, which is not real, is seen. 
so also on account of the skandhas, the notion of 1-ness, 
which is unreal, arises.1 As without a mirror. an image is not 
seen, so without the conglomeration of elements (skan<ihas), 
the notion of 1-ness does not arise.2 

When Buddha denied the existence of attli, i. e., of any 
permanent substance apart from the khandlzas. he could not 
be expected to give an exposition of it. He therefore relegated. 
it to the group of indeterminable (avyiikata) problems. 

Theory of Karman 
The denial of a permanent soul was a bold departure 

made by Buddha from the current beliefs. and for this he 
had to face many a bitter criticism. One of such criticisms 
is how to explain, without admitting the existence of 
soul, the transference of karmaic effects after death. 

1 The simile is: I=Image on a mirror; skandhas=mirror. 
2 M. Vr., p. 345: 

~lt.ll~:tr'!j41c{l4 <@'!j~SIRtMUlcfi I~ -'11+1' ~~cf i'I' 'f<tRzjq ffic@: U 

~~~T ~\fT~~ I if:q' ef~ ~ ~ti~Slfuf~II 

~~l,tkl4-il'tl4 <@'!j-G!Slfctfal;,sji:fi I if~~ ~'l:TT-iil'T~~fq 11· 
These verses served to remove the avidya of Ananda and made him 

ao Arhat. 
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~s explained above, Buddha took his stand ori two 
theories, viz., the causal sequence and the momentary 
existence of a composite. Every being, according to him, is in 
a continuous process of change as stated above, the process 
being governed by the law of causal sequence, i.e., change 
is effected every moment by the immediately preceding causes 
arid conditions. A living being composed of five skaridlzas 
is always in a state of becoming, in a state of flux. 

Inspite of their non-soul (anattli) theory, the Buddhists 
agreed with the Upani~adic thinkers about the transmission of 
karmaic effects from one life to another. To explain this, 
the Buddhists applied their law of causal sequence and held 
that every act of being produced its effect then and there. Iri 
the formula of causal sequence, sanzskaras or mental dis• 
positions as a result of the non-realisation of the Truth 
(avidyii) are shown as the immediately preceding cause of 
the present existence. The sarizskiiras represent the accumula­
ted karmaic effects left in a being before bis rebirth. The 
results of acts done in the previous life are transmitted to that 
consciousness which brings about re-existence (pratisandhi· 
vijii.ana) and this transmission takes place ceaselessly unin° 
terruptedly (santiina) like water flowing in a stream. In the 
Aizguttara Nikiiya 1 there is a simile to illustrate the 
place of karman in the future existence of a being. It is as 
follows: Acts (karman) =field (k.yetra); consciousness (vijniina) 
= seed (Hija) ; thirst (tr.s~ii) = water (sneha); and lastly ignorance 
(avidyii) regulates thirst and thereby settles the higher or lower 
states of future existences. This simile is illuminating in many 
respects, particularly for the analogy of consciousness 
(vijiiiina) with seed (bija). This conscious-ness evidently refers 
to the last consciousness, in which a being see1:s rebirth, i.e., 
pratisandhi-vijii.lina. This vijiiiina gives rise to the four 
mental factors (niima). which take as their support (iilambaria) 
the material elements (riipa). It is with the help of prati• 

1 Anguttara, I, p. 223. 
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.sandhi-vijfziina. the karmaic effects. stored in sa,rzskiiras of 
past life, are transmitted to the next life. By this exposition 
the Buddhists do away with the notion of a permanent self. 

The growth of the new vijiiiina depends on thirst (tr.y,:zii) 
·developed by the individual in the new existence. In the 
Mahiivastu 1 ignorance and thirst are shown as the 
rnots of karma, which brings about re-existence. In the 
Kosavyiikhyii 2 it is stated that the sa111skiiras of merit 
(pu,:z.ya), of demerit (apu~zya) and of neither merit nor demerit 
(iineiijya) represent the resultants of one's acts of past life 
while the thirst for re-existence (bhavata,:zhii) brings about 
;results in the present life. 

In the Suttanipiita 3 emphasis is laid on kamma saying 
that all beings are born of, and subject to, their past 
deeds. and it is on account of these that one becomes a 
·Cultivator. an artist (sippika) or a king. There are many 
~uttas in which it has been pointed out that a person reaps 
the fruits of bis deeds in his subsequent existence and there 

is no escape from them. 
Deeds are divided into three categories thus: those which 

produce fruit (i) in this life (ditthadhammavedanzya); (ii) in 
the next life (uppajjavedaniya); and (iii) in a future life 
(apariipariya-vedaniya). In the Aizguttara Nikiiya' it is 
stated that acts produce their effects wherever the being 
comes into existence. and the effects may appear in this 
•existence, or •in the next, or in a later existence. In the 
same Nikiiya5 it is also pointed out that by leading a 
holy life (brahmcariyiivasa) a person can put an end to the 
effects of karman of past life in the present. Buddha condem­
ned those teachers who did not admit karman and its effect 
on after-life, and he agreed to give ordination to those who 
believed in karman and after-life.6 There are two or three ins-

1 Mahiivastu, Ill, p. 6~. 
3 Suttanipiita, 653-4. 
5 I bid., p. 249. 

16 

2 AKV., lll, 24. 
4 A /1,guttara, I, p. 134. 
6 Mahiivagga, I, 3 & 11 .. 
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tances, in which Buddha was challenged as an Akiriya-viidin 
(upholder of non-action) to which he replied that he was an 
akiriyaviidin so far as evil acts were concerned and he was a 
kiriyaviidin in case of good acts. He held that attachment 
(riiga), ill-will (dve~a) and delusion (moha) were the 
mainsprings of karman, while their opposites were either 
producers of good effects or neutralisers of karman. In the 
Majjhima Nikciya 1 traditional accounts are given of the 
sufferings of a person in this life as also in after-life in the 
various hells on account of his past evil deeds. 2 

It is by the elimination and neutralisation of deeds (kamma) 
that a person attains full emancipation. Self-exertion is the only 
means of Nirval).a, said Buddha, and by self-exertion he meant 
performance of certain deeds, moral and spiritual. Hence 
the greatest emphasis was laid on one's acts and exertion and 
non-dependence on a superior power or on any ritual and 
ceremony. Kamma is inexorable and can only be counter• 
acted by proper exertions, as Angulimala got rid of his sins of 
indiscriminate killing by his spiritual exercises (siidhanii), 
Again. Buddha himself could not escape the effects of his past 
deeds as is illustrated by the event of bis being wounded by a 
stone-chip of a missile thrown by Devadatta. s Hence the 
Buddhists admit the force of karman and its effect in later 
existences though they deny the existence of a soul. 

Anityata and K~al)ikatva 

The pessimistic view of wordly existence and possessions 
is based on impermanence, rather evanescence (aniccatii) of 
phenomenal objects. Buddha repeatedly reminded bis disciples 
of this fact by saying •aniccii vata saizkhara uppiidavayadha• 
mmino' (impermanent are the composites which are subject to 

1 Majjhima, Suttas 129, 130, 135, 136. 
2 Some of the Avadiinas and Jiitakas, particuarly the Vimiinavattl111, 

Petavattliu and Malziikarmavibhaiiga illustrate through stories the effects 
of good and evil deeds. 

3 Mil., 134-5, 
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origin and decay). Even the infinitesmal atoms of earth, water, 
air and fire (i.e. riipa) are evanescent. The four elements are 
inseparable (avinirblziiga), so also are the four qualities, viz .• 
colour (va,:i,:ia). smell (gandha), taste (rasa) and nutritive 
essence (ojii). As such, each of the material elements as 
distinct objects exists in thought only as are the other 
khandhas, viz., feeling (vedanii), perception (saiiiiii), 

impressions (sanklziirii) and knowledge derived through the 
sense-organs ( viiiiiii,:ia). These have no real existence and 
are changing ceaselessly, and so, not for a single moment 
they remain static. The Buddhist theory of impermanence 
points out the dynamic nature of all beings and objects of 
the world. 

The Buddhists qualify impermanence (anityatii) with 
momentariness (k.ya,:iikatva), 1 i.e., the phenomenal objects are 
subject to change every moment, and within one moment take 
place their origin (utpatti). duration (sthiti) and decay (viniisa). 
As against this contention of the Buddhists, it is argued that 
momentariness cannot be directly perceived and further it leads 
to the admission of the absence of any cause (alzetukatva) for 
the origin of the second moment, because the first momentary 
existence disappears then and there and cannot be effective in 
producing the second momentary state. The counter-argument 
of the Buddhists is that momentariness cannot, it is true, be 
established by direct perception but it should be noted that 
momentariness is the characteristic nature (svabhiiva) of 
effectiveness (arthakriyakiiritva). By momentary cessation 
of an object is meant the absence of immediately preceding 
state (svadhikarana-samaya-pragabhiiva). If momentariness­
as explained above be not admitted, then an object would 
remain the same for more than one moment, and the object 
that produces an effect in the present would also produce the 
same effect in the past and future, and would be subject to the 

1 K.ya{za is indivisible and is calculated in Kosa-vyiikhyii (III. 88) 
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fallacy that there could not be an accomplished effect (krta­
kiirita) of an object, in other words, the purpose of an object 
would not be served.1 Hence the Buddhists rightly contend 
that an object is momentary and produces its effect then and 
there and not in the past or future. It may be argued that an 
object retains its potentiality which will be effective in future 
but this argument is also fallacious because of the fact that 
two opposite characteristics, viz., presentness and pastness, or 
presentness and futurity cannot exist together. Therefore 
it should be admitted that the momentariness of an object 
can only establish the fulfilment of a purpose, and this is not 
pos"ible if an object remains unchanged for more than one 
moment. The subtlety of the Buddhist interpretation of 
k,~ar;zika is unique and may be regarded as a contribution to 
Indian thought. In short, it explains fully the dynamism of 
worldly objects or ceaseless change that takes place in 
worldly objects, in nature. 

Dul:z,kha 

Dubkha or misery of phenomenal existence was recognised 
by the pre-Buddhistic thinkers. Buddha told his monks to 
realise that the tears shed by a being in its innumerable exis­
tences, if accumulated, would exceed the water of a seaz The 
Sankhya schoolmen analyse misery (du]:zkha) under three 
heads, viz., internal (ii.dhyii.tmika) due to physical disorder 
and mental agitation, external (ii.dhibhautika) due to injuries 
caused by men and beasts or by any outside agency, and 
supernormal (a.dhidaivika) due to supernatural factors, or 
the great elements (mahli.bhutas). In Buddhist texts,3 human 

1 • Cf. Bertrand Russell, Mysticism and Logic, p.185: Cause cannot 
have a duration ..• the cause after existing placidly for some time should 
suddenly explode into effect ..... .is illogical. Again, cause cannot be 
static, no such cause is to be found in nature. 

Cf. Tattva-sa,rigraha, I. p. 11: ~ti[T ~ tr<f cf.TT::'.f. ijq 'ell~ I 
2 Sa11iyutta, II, 178f. 
3 Visuddhimagga, p. 499; Miidhyamikavrtti, p. 475 n. 
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JT;~; -·. 
misery is sub-divided in a different manner thus: mental 
and physical pain (dukkha-dukkhatii). pleasure turning 
into pain (vipari1)iima-dukkhatii), and pain which arises 
and disappears due to change (sairkhiira-dukkhatii). 1 

Of the four truths (cattiiri ariyasacciini) the first truth 
to be realised by the wise is "dukkha" pain or suffering 
concomitant to phenomenal existence. Its popular exposition 
is the non-fulfilment of one's desire causing resentment or 
disappointment, separation from the dear ones or association 
with the undesired ones causing mental pain. This dukkha is 
suffered by the commoners and not by the elect (ariya), and 
so, strictly speaking. such dukkha is not ariyasacca. Dukkha 
in the eyes of an advanced monk (ariya) is the possession 
of one's body of five constituents (upiidiinakkhandhas), 
of wealth and property, because of the fact that c,ne's 
earthly possessions are evanescent and subject to decay 
(vayadhammii). Unless and until the nature of dukkha 
is fully comprehended by a monk, the next three truths. 
viz .• desire as the source of dukkha, end of desire as the 
termination of dukkha and eighthfold path as leading 
to the end of dukkha remain incomprehensible to him. 
Realisation of dukkha therefore forms the first step in the 
Buddhist code of spiritual practices and its interpretation 
is more comprehensive than that of the earlier systems. 
The Buddhists have dealt with the problem of dukkha in 
as thorough a manner as possible. 

1 See above, p. 137-8. 



CHAPTER XII 

Bodhipakkhiyadhamma 
In the Mahaparinibbanasutta, the last discourse of 

Buddha, the Teacher summed up his teachings, saying tbat 
the thirty-seven acquisitions leading to the attainment of 
Perfect Knowledge (Bodhipakkhiyadhammas) form the sum 
total of his teachings. These are divided into seven groups. 

It is not necessary that an adept should fulfil all the seven 
categories of the tbirtyseven dhammas, and it will be enough 
for the attainment of emancipation if one or two of the cate• 
gories are fully developed. Each of the seven categories deals 
in fact with all the practices needed for attaining the summum 
bonum and hence it will be found that many of the dlzammas 
are almost identical though they carry a meaning which is 
in consonance with the title of the category. 

I The first group of practices is called Satipa1thiina 
(=Sans. Smrtyupasthiina) or mindfulness, alertness, aware• 
ness of what is happening in one's body (kiiya), feeling 
(vedanii), mind (citta), as· also of what are his acquisitions 
(dhamma). This group of practices has been highly praised 
by the Teacher as the single best path (ekayiina) for attaining 
emancipation, and has been dealt with exhaustively in two 
suttas of the Dzgha1 and Majjhima 2 Nikayas, as also in other 
places3 • There are four Satipaghanas which are as follows: 

(i) Kiiya-satipatthana: For practising this an adept 
should be observant of whatever is happening in his body, 
e.g .. in inhaling and exhaling, in sitting, lying or standing, in 
extending or contracting his limbs, and so forth. He has al• 
so to ponder over the contents of his body and the different 

1 Digha, II: Mahlisatipatthlina-suttanta. 
2 Majjhima, I, p. 55: Satipatthii.nasutta 
3 Sarr,yutta, V, p. 141 f. 
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-states of the body when left in a cemetery. Lastly, be bas to 
bear always in mind that bis body is subject to origin and 
decay. 

(ii)' Vedanii-satipa/thlina: In this practice, the adept 
·should be closely observant of his feeling that is, to say, 
whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, or neither pleasant nor 
unpleasant, again, whether it is impure or pure, and so forth. 
Lastly, he is to bear in mind that it is subject to origin and 
.decay. 

(iii) Citta-satipaf1hana: In this practice, the adept 
·should ascertain whether or how far his mind is free from 
.attachment (raga), hatred (dosa) and delusion (moha), further 
whether it is concentrated (sa,ikhitta) or distracted (vikkhitta). 
high or low, and so forth. 

(iv) Dhamma-satipa1thana: In this practice, the adept 
should ponder over the facts, whether he bas got rid of the 
hindrances (n'ivara{zas), or not, how the origin and decay of 
the constituents of a being take place, whether he is in 
possession of the higher spiritual attainments. 

II. The second group of practices is called Sammappadhii.na 
,(=Samyak-prahii{za) or right exertions, efforts. The duties 
prescribed under this bead are the same as those of .sammli­
vayama (see p. 143) of the eightfold path, viz., to eradicate 
,demerits, to collect merits and to preserve and increase the 

merits. 

III. The third group of practices is called lddhipiida 
:(=Sans. ~ddhiplida) or attainment of supernormal powers 
through meditations, for which are required strong desire 
(clzanda), energy (viriya), mental application (citta) and 
-examination and discrimination (m'imaqzsii). The adept should 
observe that each of these four practices of his is not feeble 
,or clogged by idleness and arrogance. While undergoing 
these exertions, the adept rises above all distinctions of time 
and place or day and night and remains also mindful of the 
..contents of his body. 



248 BODHIPAKKHIYADHAMMA 

These practices _are supposed to confer many miraculous 
powers, of which there is a long list in the Nikayas, e.g., he­
can rise and walk in air as if on land, he can dive intp the 
earth as if in water, he can pass through a wall or any 
material obstruction, and so forth. 

IV. The fourth group of practices is called lndriya or 
dominant factors or forces. These are as follows: 

(a) Saddhindriya ( =Sans. sraddhendriya) or the domi• 
nant faculty of faith. An adept is required to develop firm 
faith in Buddha as the fully enlightened, wise, world-knower, 
the excellent guide of men and gods, and so forth. This faith­
is also to be extended to Dhamma and Sangha. 

(b) Viriyindriya (=Sans. Viryendriya) or the dominant 
faculty of energy. An adept is required to be highly energe­
tic and exerting for eradicating demerits. acquiring merits 
~nd preserving and developing the acquired merits. It is the 
same as sammappadhiina or sammii viiyiima (see p. 143). 

(c) Satindriya (Sans, Smrtindriya) or the faculty of 
memory. An adept should possess good memory and be able 
to remember acts done, or words uttered long ago. By the 
exercise of this faculty, the adept is also required to practise· 
the four satipa1fhiinas. 

(d) Samiidhindriya or the dominant faculty, which 
brings about concentration of thoughts and makes the adept 
rise higher and higher in meditations. One of its conditions­
is full dedication of oneself to this practice ( vossagga). It is, 
the same as the practice of four jhiinas (dhyiinas) (see 
p. 188f ). 

(e) Pafiiiindriya (=Sans. Prajiiendriya) or the dominant 
faculty of intellect. By applying his intellect the adept 
becomes aware of what he is coming within his knowledge 
and what he should do away with. Its main function is to· 
make the adept realise the four truths. dukkha, samudaya,. 

nirodha and magga. 
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V. The fifth group of practices is called Bala or 
internal strength, prowess. The five terms constituting the 
Balas are the same as Indriyas. viz., faith (saddhii). energy 
(viriya), memory (sati), meditation (samiidhi) and knowledge 
(pafifiii). The main difference between dominant "faculty 
(indriya)'' and "strength (bala)" is that the former is actively 
operating and does not necessarily remain the same for all: 
times while the latter is the result of the activity of the 
dominant faculty, and so it is steady and makes the adept 
firmly established in the same. i.e., the dominating faculty 
changes into steady resilient strength. 

VI. The sixth group of practices is called the 
Sambojjhafiga (Sans. Samb:idhyanga), acquisitions leading 
to full enlightenment (bodhiiya sal]ivattant'iti sambojjha1iga). 
These have been highly praised by Buddha as the seven­
jewels (ratnas). These practices destroy the impurities­
(iisavas, of kiima. bhava. and di1thi) and neutralise the five 
hindrances (n'ivara,:zas), leading the adept to attain knowledge· 
(vijjii) and emancipation (vimutti). in other words, the adept 
becomes an arhat (kltit;1lisava) and realises that he has 
accomplished his task and would have no more rebirth 
(kh'iJJ.ii jiiti katal]i karat;1'iya1]l niiparam itthattliya). The 
condition precedent to the acquisition of sambojjhanga is­
that the adept must be perfect in moral precepts (sUa), which 
are to serve as his support like the earth to the tree (s'ile 
pati1thllya naro sapa,ino citta,?i pannaii ca bhlivayarr1), and 
then he should take the eightfold path (a1thangika magga)· 

as his spiritual guide (kalyii,:za-mitta). 
This group of practices is arranged in such a way that one· 

is a stepping stone to the next and may well be compared 
to the rise of a meditator from the first to the fourth medita-­
tion (dhyana). These are as follows:-

(i) Sati-sambojjhanga ( =Smrti-sambodhyanga ). Its-
acquisition is to be made in the same way as the four­
satipa1thiina practices (see p. 246-7) which are practically 
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.a form of meditation. He is expected to have advanced 
far in observing moral precepts (srla), in practising medita• 
tion ( samadhi ), in acquiring knowledge ( paiiiiii ) ai; also 
in mental emancipation (vimutti) from worldly objects and 
in deeper insight and realisation of what is emancipation 
(vimutti-nllJJa-dassana). In addition to these, he is also to 
-develop his memory in such a way that after listening to 
the discourses he may go to a solitary place and cogitate 
-on the topics preached to him. 

(ii) Dhammavicaya-sambojjhanga or discrimination 
.(vicaya) about practices, acquisitions, neutralisations, etc., 
which come under the term "dharnma", in other words, the 
.adept is to examine whether the ''dhammas" he has to deal 
with are good or bad, pure or impure, excellent or not, 
black or white and so forth. After listening to a discourse, 
he is expected to analyse the topics and their implications 
while sitting at a solitary place for the purpose of perfecting 
himself in satisambojjhanga. 

(iii) Viriya-sambojjhanga or energy. It grows on account 
-0f application (arambha) of one's energy and exertion in 
every possible manner (nikkama and parakkama). It is 
similar to viriyindriya as explained above. The only addition 
is that the adept, after listening to a discourse and after 
discrimination, is to apply his energy to concentration of bis 
thoughts (bhavana) on the topics of the discourses. 

(iv) Pzti-sambojjhan~a or serene pleasure and joy. This 
in fact is a result of the JJrevious three acquisitions. It is 
the same process as explained in the case of the third trance 
{seep. 19-J), in which an adept after elimination of reflection 
(vitakka) and judgment (vicara) derives pleasure. In the pre­
vious sambojjhanga, be exerts for meditation (bhavanii), and 
-on account of success in it, he has the next acquisition (piti). 

(v) Passaddhi-sambojjhanga or the state of mental 
tranquility or calmness. The four previously mentioned 
acquisitions particularly "Piti" lead to tranquilization of both 
body and mind. 
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(vi) Samiidhi-sambojjhanga or meditation. The previous 
~cquisition ''Passaddhi'' leads to concentration of thoughts, 
.quietude (samatha) and mental steadiness. 

(vii) U pekklzii - sambojjhaizga confers equanimity of 
mental state which remains undisturbed by any acquisition or 
non-acquisition, 

These seven practices have been recommended by the 
Teacher to the sick monks for getting over their illness. 
Those, who have perfected themselves in these, become very 
popular and can satisfy others by discourses and expositions. 
These make them Anagami, either an Antariiparinibbayi or 
an Upalzaccaparinibbayi or Uddha1?isoto Akanitthagiimi (see 
infra). Ultimately these bring to an end the three impurities, 
viz., attachment (riiga), hatred (dosa) and delusion (moha). 
These are sometimes cultivated by the adepts along with the 
four brahmavihiiras, viz., amity (metta), compassion (karw;zii), 
joy at others' success (muditii) and equanimity (upekkha). 



CHAPTER XIII 

The Gradual Stages of Sanotification 
Buddha wanted to admit into his Sangha only those per• 

sons,1 in whom he found some merits (kusalamlila) acquired in 
their previous b irtbs, as those would be helpful to them in their 
present spiritual life. He meant that the real benefits of his 
teachings could be derived by meritorious persons only and not 
by any and everybody. In course of time. Buddha delegated 
his power of conversion to bis senior disciples, who were not 
in all cases able to know the previous merits of a candidate. 
Hence ordination was given to many undeserving persons. 
In Pali works. there are many instances, showing that a 
person had to his credit sufficient merits (kusalamiila) 2 en· 
titling him to become a sotiipanna after bearing only one 
discourse; there are also cases of persons becoming a sakad· 
iigiimi. aniigiimi, arahat by virtue of their stores of previous 
merits.• The implication in such cases is that the persons in 
their previous lives had died after attaining a particular 
stage of sanctification, or its corresponding qualities, just 
preceding the one obtained by them in this life. Every 
person starts bis spiritual career as an average man 

1 Cf. Jiitaka, VI, p. 70; Petavatthu Cy., p. 38; Childers' Dictionary, 
"sattha paccusakale lokaqi volokento imassa kulaputtasa upanissayam 
addasa". Vinaya, I, p. 16: Yasakulaputtassa upanissayarp disva, etc. 
Dasaratha-Jiitaka: Upanissaya-sampannanaqi manussanaqi saraQ.li.ni 
c'eva silani ca maggaphalani deti. 

2 These kusalamiilas are called mok~abhagiya in the Kosa. They 
must be acquired in an existence prior to the attempt to acquire the 
nirvedhabhagi:ya (Pali: nibbedhabhagiya) dharmas. See Kosa, IV. 
125 fn.; Digha, III, p. 251 for cha nib&edhabhagiya safifia, Sa1?1yutta, V, 
p. 345 for cha vijjabhagiya safiiia, which are enumerated as follows: 
anicce dukkhasafifia, dukkhe anattasafifia, pahaQ.asaiifia, viragasafifia, 
nirodhl.t.safifia. 



THE GRADUAL STAGES OF SANCTIFICATION 253 

< =puthujjana= prthagjana) unless he died at least as a 
.sotiipanna in his previous existence. 

Puthujjana (=Prthagjana=an average man) 

A puthujjana is defined in the 'Majjhima Nikaya1 as one 
who labours under the delusion of "l-ness" and "Mine-ness" 
and thinks that he bas riipa, vedanii, etc. Not knowing the 
true law, he develops attachment to things which he should 
avoid, and thereby produces and increases the inflowing 
impurities (iisavas) of worldly desires, desire for re-existence 
and ignorance (klima, bhava and avijjii ta,;zhli). In the Puggala­
paiiiiatti, 2 it is stated that a putlzujjana is one who has neither 
got rid of the three fetters (sarri-yojanas) nor applied himself 
to get rid of them. In the Patisambhidiimagga, 3 a puthuj­
jana is described as one who is striving to be an elect (ariya) 
and to be indifferent to the constituted objects (sankhiirii) by 
regarding himself as impermanent, substanceless and source of 
suffering but this indifference does not become steady in his 
,mind and sometimes even appears distasteful to him. 

Gotrabhii or a member of the family of the elect (ariya) 

The stage next to Putlmjjana is Gotrabhfi., which represents 
the last state of a puthujjana. A person becomes a gotrabhfi 
when he is just fit to commence the practices which make a 
·person an ariya. The Patisambhidiimagga" takes gotrabhfi 
not only as a stage prior to sotii.panna but also as indicating 
a class of persons who are on the way to arhathood and may 
be in possession of one of the eight fruits of sanctification 
(magga-phala). Likewise the Abhidhammatthasangaha5 places 
the Gotrabhu stage after the attainment of purity of insight 

1 Majjhima, pp. 7, 239. 
2 Pug. P., p. 12; see Compendium of Philosophy, pp. 49-50. 
3 Patis. M., I, pp. 63-4, 94. 
4 Patis. M ., I, pp. 66-8. 
5 Comp. of Phil., pp. 67-71, 129, 215 (treated in detail by Mrs. 

Rhys Davids in the Introduction). 
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with regard to the path (pafipada-iia,:zadassana-visuddhi) 1 and 
discernment leading to spiritual uplift (vu/Jhanagiimini• 
vipassana-na,:zam) and makes the Gotrabhil an ariya, i.e., 
a sotapattimaggaJtha. In the two works mentioned last, 
Gotrabhil denotes those persons, who are on the path and are 
entitled to become Arhats, and hence persons in any one of 
the three stages, sotapatti, sakadagami, and aniigilmi are to be 
counted as Gotrabhil. 2 In the Aizguttara Nikaya3 and the 
Puggala paiiiiatti,4 the Gotrabhil is an ariya and it is a stage 
just prior to the Sotapattimagga. 

Saddhanusar1 and Dlzammanusar, 

Those who are between Gotrabhil and Sotapanna (i.e. 
sotiipattiphalapatipanna) are divided into two classes, called 
Saddhanusiir"i and Dhammanusiir"'i.5 They still practise the 
path of insight into the four truths (Darsanamiirga)~ 
According to the Kosa, the former are of mild (mrd11) 
and the latter of sharp (tik~,:za) faculties. The $raddhanu• 
sari:s are those who follow the dharma through faith 
in their spiritual teacher, or in other words, they take 
to the practice of smrtyupasthiina, etc., and work for the 
realisation of the Truth by being incited by others (para­
pratyayena), while the Dharmanusaris are those who set 
themselves to practise the Bodhipak~ika dharmas through tbe 
study of the scriptures (dvadasaizga). 6 In the Puggala· 
paiiiiatti it is stated that, of the persons who are working for 
the realisation of sotapattiphala, those who have dominance 

1 Buddhaghosa also supports this. See Vism., p. 672: Ito (Patipada• 
fial}adassanavisuddhi) paraqi gotrabhii.-fianam hoti. 

2 Comp. of Phil., p. 68. 3 Anguttara, IV, p. 378. 
4 Pug. P., p. 14: Attha ariyapuggala ariya, avasesa puggala 

anariya. 

5 Pug. P., p. 15; Kosa, VI. 29, 63; Digha, III, p. 105; SaT11yutta, 
V, pp. 200, 205; Vism. p. 659. 

6 Kosa. VI, 29. Dvadasanga is mentioned only in the Vyakhyii in 
explanation of the term 'Dharma' of the Kosa. 
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of faith (saddhindriya11i) in a great measure (adhimattam) are. 
called SaddhanusarI, while those who have dominance of know­
ledge (paiiFzimlriya1,i) in a great measure are called Dhamma­
nusan. The persons of the former class. when established in 
the sotlipattiplzala, are called Saddhavimutta and those of 
the latter class Dighippatta. The only difference between 
these two classes is that the former destroys some of 
his lisavas but not as much as the latter.1 For pro• 
gressing along the path to Nibbana, there are (i) two courses­
(dhuras)-faith (saddlzli) and knowledge (paiiiili), (ii) two 
adherences (ablzinivesas)-quietude (samatha) and introspec­
tion (vipassanli) 2 and (iii) two ultimate ends-Ubhatobhaga­
vimutta (one who attains emancipation by two means) and 
Paiifiavimutta (one who attains emancipation by means of 
knowledge only ).3 The followers of saddhlidhura and samathli• 
bhinivesa are called Saddhanusari while those of paiiiilidhura, 
and vipassanlibhinivesa are called DhammanusarI in the sota­
pannamagga stage. In the next stage~ sotlipattiphala, both of. 
them are also called sattakkhattuparama (i.e., they are to have 
seven more births). There are specific qualities, which an. 
adept must possess in order to become a Sotapanna. In 
the Sa,!iyutta Nikliya,5 Sariputta asks Ananda, "How many 
are the dhammas which one must give up as well as one 
must acquire6 for being a sotlipanna who has gone beyond. 
the possibility of retrogression and is destined to attain. 

1 Pug. P., 15: paiifiaya c'assa disva ekacce asava parikkhiQ.a hon1i. 
na ca kho yatha ditthippattassa. See also Kosa, VI, 63. 

2 Cf. Geiger, Sa,pyutta Transl., II, P· 172. See also DhP. A., I, pp. 8;. 
IV, p. 37: ganthadhura (way of study) and vipassanadhura (way of 
contemplation). 3 See Infra. 

4 The first stage is sotapattimagga comprising the two classes 
called Saddhanusari and Dhamma:nusari. 

5 There is a chapter called Sotapatti-sarµyutta in the Saf?lyutta, V, 
pp, 264, 362-3, 388. 

6 Digha, III, p. 227: Sotapanno avinipatadhammo niyato sambodhi­
parayaQO. 
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the highest knowledge. The reply of Ananda was that one 
must have firm faith (pasiida) in Buddha, Dhamma, and 

·Saiip;ba1 and must be endowed with all the szlas liked and 

praised by the wise. These form the essentials of the firSt 

stage of sanctification (sotiipattiyahgas). 2 One who has these 
Sotapattiyaiigas is considered free of five sins, viz., killing. 
-stealing, misconduct, lying, and drinking. 3 In the saroe 
Nikiiya a true disciple is described as a Sotapanna,4 who 
knows the taste, the danger and the way out of the five 
-dominant faculties (indriyas), viz., sukha, dukkha, somanassa, 
.domanassa, and upekkhii. In a discourse in connection 
with the illness of Anathapindika, it is said that a com0100 

man is expected also to comply ·a~ far as possible with the eigbt 
conditions of the eightfold path combined with true kno,~­
ledge (sammii nii,;za) and true emancipation (sammii vimut~z) 
besides the four Sotappattiyaiigas.5 The Sotapattiya:Iigas, in 
fact, are merely preliminaries, though essential, to the actual 
commencement of practices for attaining the Sotapatti stag~­
The duties entailed upon a candidate just after the Sotapatu· 
yaiigas are a further increase in pleasure (pUi), joy (piimojja), 

1 There is a formula for announcing the faith, see Digha, III, P· 227• 
The faith is called Saddhindriya, Sa1?1yutta, V, p. 196. Pat is. M-, 
p. 161 : Ye keci mayi aveccapasanna sabbe te sotapanna. See Kosa, 
VI. 73, 34. 

2 !he other four sotapattiyaiigas, very rarely found, are: (i) 
sapp~nsasaqiseva, (ii) saddhammasavanaqi, (iii) yoniso manasikaro, 
and (iv) dhammanudhammapatipatti, Sa1?1yutta, v, pp. 345, 411; IDigha, 
III, P, 227; Patis. M., II, p; 17 shows the connection between •;these and 
ilie~d~u. -

3 Sa,riyutta, II, pp. 68-71. 
_ ~ _ Ibi~., V, p. 207; Patis. M., I, pp. 115-6 It says "Anafifiatafifias· 

sa~itmdnyaqi ekaqi thanaqi gacchati, sotapattimaggarp., and then ex• 
plams the position of the indriyas. It adds that in the sotapattimagga• 
kkhal}.a, except those things already existing, all thoughts that arise are 
pure, transcendental, and lead to Nibbana. 

5 Saqzyutta, V, pp. 381-4. 
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calmness (passacldhi), concentration (samiidhi), and the 
acquisition of six (cha vijja- or nibbed/za- bhagiya) dhammas 
leading to knowledge, i.e., realisation (anupassanii) of (i) 

transitoriness (anicca) of constituted things (saiikhara). (ii) 
unhappiness (dukk/za) due to transitoriness, (iii) essenceless­
ness (anatta) of things; as also (iv) giving up (pahana) 

of impurities, (v) detachment (viriiga), and (vi) cessation 
(nirodha). 1 In the D"igha Nikaya there is the bare mention 
of the four kinds of knowledge, viz., dukkhe iiii~umi, nirodhe 
iiii{zam, samudaye iia{zanz, and magge 11ii{zam.2 An exposition 
of these is given in the Pafisambhidamagga,3 which says that 
when one has •·understanding, search, research, discernment, 
discrimination, etc. of each of the four truths, he is said to 
have comprehended the four truths." 

Darsana-miirga (Path of Insight) 

Darsanamarga has received special treatment in the 
Kosa, 4 which may be briefly stated here. There are 
two paths (miirgas) for the realisation of the truths: 
insight (darsana) and meditation (bhavana).5 the latter 

1 Samyutta, v, p. 345; D"igha, III, p. 251; Kosa, Intro. to .chs. V 
and VI, p, iv. Prof. Poussin shows the order of progress in the pre­
sotapanna stage thus: -

(i) Acquisition of the Mok$abhagiya-kusalamiilas; 
(ii) Acquisition of the Ariyavarp.sas (Kosa, VI, 7c-d; 8a-b; A'ligu­

ttara, II, p. 27; D"igha, III, p, 224-rules relating to the 
requisites of a monk); 

(iii) Asubhabhavaoa. .i\.napanasmrti; 
(iv) Practice of Smrtyupasthanas; 
(v) Acquisition of the Nirvedhabhagiyadharmas; 

(vi) Satyabhisamaya (15 k~ai:ias)-darsanamarga. 
2 Digha, III, p. 227: knowledge of the four truths but not sub­

divided into ksanas. 
3 Patis. M :, I, p. 119. See for translation of this stolik passage. 

Mrs. Rhys Davids, Buddhist Psychology, p. 18. 
4 Prof. Poussin has given a summary of it in the Intro. to his 

transl. of the Kosa, chs. V and VI; M. Vr,, p. 479, n. 4. 
5 Bha.vanamarga is cogitating on the Truths again and again. See 

Kosa, Intro. to chs. v and VI, p. vi . 

.17 
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commencing at the last point of the former. Darsana means 
the first glimpse of the truths, not visualised before 
(adittha-pubba) while bhava11a 1 means development of the 
first glimpse to a clearer view of the truth. Darsana-marga 
is divided into sixteen points (k~al)as, lit. moments) of com­
prehension of the truths,2 which are as follows: -

1 Du]:lkhe dharmajiiana-k~anti3 [faith producing the know• 
5 Samudaye do. ledge that existence in Kama· 
9 Nirodhe do. dhatu is full of suffering, is 

do. 

2 Dul).khe dharmajiiana 
6 Samudaye do. 

10 Nirodhe do. 
14 Marge do. 

3 Dul).khe anvayajiiana-ki;;"anti 
7 Samudaye do. 

11 Nirodhe do. 
15 Marge do. 

4 Dul).khe anvayajiiana 
8 Samudaye do. 

12 Nirodhe do. 

subject to origin and decay 
and that there is also the path 
to the origin and cessation 
of suffering]. 

[ actual realisation of the fact 
that existence in Kamadbatu 
is full of suffering, is subject 
to origin and decay, and that 
there is also the path leading 
to their origin and cessation]. 

[faith producing the know­
ledge that existence in Rupa 
and Arupa dhatus is full of 
suffering, is subject to origin 
and decay, and that there 
is also a path leading to their 
origin and cessation]. 

[ actual realisation of the fact 
that existence in Rupa and 
Arupa dhatus is full of 

1 Atthasalini, pp. 43, 163: Bhavefi ti janeti uppadeti va99heti. 
2 See Kosa, VI, 261; VII, 4. 

3 The order of k~aQas is to be made out from the number assign· 
ed to each of the sixteen k~aQas. For a list, see Mvyut. 56; and for 
detailed exposition, see Kosa, VII, 8, p. 13n. 
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16 Marge anva)ajiiana suffering, subject to ongm 
and decay, and that there is 
also a path leading to their 
origin and cessation]. 

The exposition of the Kathavattlm follows the traditional 
line of the Pali texts. It is as follows: 

I By insight into suffering (dukkha- He is not yet a Sota­
dassana) an adept gives up par- panna or Sattakhattu­
tially and~not completely the be- parama or Kolarpkola 
lief (a) in a self, (b} in the efficacy or EkabijI. 
of ritualistic practices, and (c) 
lack of faith in the Triratna 
(sakkayadit1hi, s-Uabbataparamasa 
and vicikiccha) as also the impuri-
ties (kilesas) involved. 

II By insight into the origin of 
suffering (samudayadassana) he 
gives up (a) the belief in a self 
completely, and the other two (b) 
& (c) partially, as also the im-
purities. 

do. 

III By insight into the cessation of do. 
suffering ( nirodhadassmza ) he 
gives up (c) lack of faith in the 
Triratna completely and partially 
(b) the belief in ritualistic practi-
ces as also the impurities. 

IV By insight into the eightfold path He is now a full-fledged 
(maggadassana) he gives up Sotapanna. 
completely (b) the belief in the 
efficacy of ritualistic practices 
and partially the impurities. 

Sotiipanna ( =Srota-apanna) 

According to the Kosa, a candidate while progressing 
along these point-instants (k.~a,:zas) is called a sraddhanus ari. 
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Dharmanusari, or Srota-apattiphalapratipannaka up to th.e 
fifteenth point. It is in the sixteenth point that be is 
considered established (sthita) in the srota-apattiplzala aod be 
may now be said to have obtaind the realisation of the four 
truths (catu{1satyfibhisamaya). This attainment, or jn °ther 
words, the completion of the Darsanamarga frees him froill 
the non-material impurities (avastuka-klesas) viz., satkaya­

drf/i, vicikitsii and s"ila-vrata-paramarsa and makes him an 
Arya, a person entitled to let himself flow along the streaill 
of sanctification. He is no more to be called a sraddhanusari 
or Dharrnanusari. He is now a Srotaapanna, 1 a Sattakkbattu· 
parama i.e. one who will have seven more existences.~ 

!he fulfilment of moral (s-Ua) practices leads to the 
pun~cation of conduct3, and serves as the basis for the 
attatnment f S _ I the 
fi O otapanna and Sakadaoami stages. n 

rst chapte f e d"l n r o the Visuddhimanga Buddhaghosa 1 ates 0 
the various -1 ° ' ld 1 y· .sz as to be observed by the househo ers, a 
devotees m k d 
h • on s and nuns, supplementino it by the secon 

c apter on th h' "' h' h ~e c .d et 1rteen ascetic practices (dlwtmigas), w 1c a, 
ons1 erect . ·r 

s·z necessary for the ascetics (yogI) to brmg the! 
z as to perf 1. 

littl f ec 10n~. By complete observance of szlas and a 
e o medit t· adept b a ion and knowledge (samadhi and pai'iiiii)5 an 

rid of t:comes a Sotapanna, who must also in addition get 
e three fetters (saqiyojanas) and the two inclinations 

1 K.ofo VJ 
gives up m·' • 2Sfn., 53c-d: Pat is. M ., I, p. 69 adds that the adept 

lCCh"ct• • • 
sammasank a 1tth1, micchasai1kappa, etc., and takes sammadittb•• 

2 Th appa, etc. 
ere are ct· f 

existences· ISagreements among the schools as to the number o 
, some. t . 

the gods in erpret seven existences among men and seven arnooS , and 5 
show that ome even more, though the texts cited by each clearlY 

seven • 
VI, 34, Pp. 200_., existences in all were meant. See, for details, Kosa, 

3 Vis ~-
boti. 111., p. 6: 

silena ca duccarita-sankilesa visodh anaql pakasita!]l 

4 I bid., p. 59_ 
5 It Will b 

three sila _e observed that an adept commences practising all tbi': 
, 'samadh' 

1 and paiiiia, but he fulfils only one in one stage. 
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<:~zus~yas). viz., wrong view and lack of faith in the Triratna 
( 111hr and vicikicclza) 1 • An adept in the SotapattiphalaZ 
:s also in the higher stages obtains the faculty of higher 

nowledge (ai'lizindriya), and the dhammas existing in him 
b~come neutral (avyakata), and the new thoughts that arise in 
his mind are pure, and conducive to Nibbana3 • A Sotapanna 
gets rid of tt. e impurities due to wrong view (di!!hiisava) 
a nd reduces also the other two impurities due to desire for 
re-existence and to ignorance (bhaviisava and avijjasava)4 • 

aad as such, he is never destined to any existence in hell. 
In addition to the above attainments, a Sotapanna must also 
cogitate on the transitoriness and essencelessness of the five 
constituents (upadanakkhandhas)5. 

THE GRADUAI STAGES OF SANCTIFICATION 

Kola1!1kola and Ekab'ifi 

There are two sub-stages6 between Sotapanna and Saka­
dagami, known as Kolarµkola. (=Sans. Kulaxpkula) meaning 
one who will pass from one family of beings to another and 
Ekabiji (=Sans. Ekavicika).7 meaning one who will have one 
more existence before attaining Nibbana. Either of them 
will never fall back into hells and is destined to attain Nib­
bana after getting rid of two more lower fetters. viz.. attach­
ment and hatred (kiimacchanda and vyapada) and five higher 
fetters, viz .. attachment for material and non-material objects, 
haughtiness. self-pride and delusion (ruparaga, arupariiga, 
auddhatya, mana and moha). 

1 Patis. M .. II, p. 96. 
3 Ibid., I, p. 116. 
5 Sarrzyutta, III, p. 168. 

2 Ibid., I, pp. 72-3; II, p. 96. 
4 Ibid., I, p. 24. 

6 Anguttara, I, p. 233: IV, p. 380-1; SGl!IYUtta, V, p. 205; Pug. P., 
p. 16; Netti., p, 189; Vism., p. 7C9: Patis. M., I, p. 161; Kosa, VI, 34. 

7 Kosa, VI. 36 gives the etymology of the word thus: vici= 
interval, separation, i.e .. they are sei::arated from NirvaQa by one more 
birth. Quite different, however, is the etymology given in the Pali texts, 
in which, bija=seed. 
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- ( - rava· A Kolarµkola acquires the pure faculties anas 
indriyas) and thereby cJunteracts the impurities caused ~y 
other faculties (indriyas). He will be reborn twice or tbnce 
among gods when he is designated as a Devakulai1kula or 
among men when he is called a Manu~yakula11kula1 - The 
Nikayas do not make any difference between a Sotapanna 
and a Kolarµkola. Buddhaghosa distinguishes them ~y 
saying that the Kolarµkolas have insight and higher facultt:s 
(vipassana and indriya) of a medium type2 , while the Sota· 
pannas have those of a mild type. 

The next stage Ekabiji (Ekavicika) is put in the Pali tex~s 
after Kolarµkola and before Sakadaearni, but in the Kosa it 

is put after Sakadagami.3 The su;eriority of Ekabijis, as 
shown in the Pali texts, is that they develop meditation aod 
knowledge (samadhi and paiiiia) more than Kolarp.kolas but 
cannot co_mplete them'. Buddhaghosa adds that they have 
sharp faculties (tikkhindriya). In consequence of this, tbeY 
are reborn once more among men (manusakani bhavani) 
for attaining Nibbana. 
. The divisions of Srotaapannas into three classes are men· 

tioned also in the Lankavatlira.~ It says that the Srotaapannas 
are of ordinary (hina), medium (madhya) and (visi$Ja) classes, 
The t•rdina l . ' • b 

d. ry c ass will undergo seven more rebirths, t e 
me 1um C K • Ek· . . t.e. ulankula) three or five, and the best (i.e. 

av1c1ka) 1 f • k- a· d . . . on Y one. The etters (sarriyojanas, viz., sat ay 
rs11, v1c1kits- --z , ) d. or 
b a, s1 avrataparii.marsa O are mild, me mm 

s arp acco ct· 
r mg to the type of Srotaapannas. 

1 Kosa, II, 34. 
2 Vism., p. 709. 
3 Kosa, VI. 35 36 
4 'N • • 
5 L a Paripurakari' is used instead of 'mattasokari'. 

anka., p. 117_ 
6 Ibid . • 

( t I) ·, Pp. 117-9 explains SatkayadrHi as of two kmds, sahaJa 
na ura and Pa "k I • • "k" - d _1 n a pita (imaginary), and then interprets V1c1 1tsa an 

S1 avrataparam ~ ar,,a as a Yogacara text would do. / 
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Sakadiigiimi 

In addition to the attainments acquired in the previous 
stages. a Sakadagarni brings down to the minimum (tanutta) 1 

the three hindrances, viz., attachment, hatred and delusion, 
and cultivates a little more of meditation and knowledge 
(samii.dhi and paiifiii). He eliminates the two inclinations 
(anusayas), viz., attachment and aversion (klimarliga and 
P~Jigha). He destroys wholly the impurities due to wrong 
view (dilllziisava) and partially the impurities due to desire 
for rebirth and to ignorance (blzaviisava and avijjlisava). A 
Sakadagami also like an Ekabiji will have one more birth to 
attain Nibbana but it is not clear whether he will be reborn 
as a god or as a man. The texts simply state that he will be 
reborn in the Karnadhatu, which includes both men and 
_gods. 

Aniigami 

A Sakadagami. after completing the observance of moral 
precepts (sHa), attempts to rise higher and higher in mental 
control through meditation (samiidhi) 2• The Visuddhimagga3 

treats in detail the practices th:it are classed under "Samlidhi." 
A Sakadagami. after perfecting himself in mental training, 
becomes an Ana.Qa.IDi, i.e,, he will not be reborn any more 
in Kamadhatu:1 ~ He gets rid of the five lower fetters, viz., 
sakkiiyadillhi, vicikicclzli, silabbataparlimlisa, kiimacchanda 
and vyiipada 5 and destroys completely the three hindrances, 
viz , attachment, hatred and delusion (rliga, dosa and moha) 
and removes thoroughly the impurities due to attachment to 
worldly objects (kamlisava) but not fully the impurities due 
to desire for rebirth and to ignorance (bhavasava and 

1 Lafrkii, p. 119; on this point Lankii. differs from all Hinayana 
texts. 

2 Vism.,p,84. 3 lbid.,ch.II 
4 Pug. P. Cy., p. 198: orarp vuccati kamadbatu. 
5 The first three are destroyed by the Sotiipattis and Sakadagiimis; 

so in this stage only the last two are destroyed. 
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... ) • . If born2 (upaplitika) avinasava 1 • He comes mto existence as se -
and attains Nibbana. 

The Anagamis are divided into five sub-classes3 called . 
(1) Antaraparinibbayi =Sans. Antara-parinirvayin ,.e. 

• h (ud· those who practise the path to destroy the five big er 
dhambhiigiya) fetters just after coming into being and before 
reaching the middle of their lives 4 • 

(2) Upabacca-parinibbayi (=Upapadya-parinirvayin) ;.e. 
those who practise the path to destroy the five higher fe~ters 
after the middle, and a little before the end of their lives." . 

(3) Asankharaparinibbayi,( = Sans. Anabhisarpskara-pari· 
nirvayin) i.e., those who attain parinibblina by putting an eod 

to all impurities with a little trouble and without great effort 
(appadukkhena adhimattarri payogam akatvli)6 • The Kofa 
explains it as those who attain Nirvana without effort because 
t~ey are not energetic1 • The An~uttara Nikaya offers a 
different interpretation. It says that those who complete 
the f?urth Jhana, develop the five powers (balas) and fi~e 
~ominant faculties (indriyas) and attain parinibblina in tbtS 
hfe ace called Asankharaparinibbiiyi8 • 

. (4) Sasankharaparinibbayi, ( =Sans sa-bhisamskara-pari-mrva • . • • 
Yin) z.e. those who attain parinibbana by putting an 

end to affl • • 
k . ict1ons with great trouble and great effort (dukk/zell'1 

aszrena dh. . s 
a zmattarri payoga,?i katvav The Kosa expla10 

I Patis. M. P 118 
2 I ' • ' 
3 v°- the Suddhavasalokas (Pug. P. Cy., p. 198). 

ism p 710 , • l" S fO• p. 265. p ·• • • The Kosa adds five more to this 1st. ee 
five. ug. P. Cy., p. 200 calculates 48 classes of Anagamis out of these 

4 Pug. p 
5 p ·• P, l6, Kosa, VI. 37 explains it differently· 

ug. p C 1 - -
remarked in •. Y,, P· 99: ayukkhayassa asanne thatva. 
is counted b th1s connection that the length of lives in th~se 
who att . Y thousands of kalpas. KoS:a, Vl, p. 211 explams 

ain sopadis • - dh- • • th 

It rnaY be 
existences 
it as those 

6 p e~amrvai:ia- atu immediately after bir • 
8 t~g. P. Cy,, p. 199. 7 Kosa, VI. p. 211. 

Anguttara, II, p. 156. 
9 Pug. P. Cy., p. 199; see Vism., p. 453: sasankhara•PUbbapayoga• 
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it as those who attain Nirval}a without relaxing the exercises 
?ecause they are energetic. The A,iguttara Nikiiya explains. 
it as those who look upon the body as evil (asubha), food as 
loathsome and all constituted things as undesirable. They 
cogitate on the transitoriness of things and also on death, and 
make their minds steady. They develop greatly the five balas 
and five indriyas1 • 

(5) Uddharµsota (=Sans. urdhva-srotas) AkaniUhagami, 
i.e •• those Anagamis who do not attain parinibbiina while 
they are in the A viha heaven but rise higher and higher until 
they reach the Akanittha heaven where they attain Nibbana. 2 

Arahat 

An Anagami on completion of the acquisition of know-· 
ledge (paiiiiii) becomes an arhat. Buddhaghosa devotes the 
last twenty chapters of the Visuddhimagga to the elucidation­
of the various topics which comprise the Pafifiabhiimi. In 
this bhumi3 the adept is expected to examine analytically the 

1 Ail.guttara, II, p. 156. Cf. Kosa, VI, p. 212 fn. (Jap. ed P• 566) 
The Anagamis (1) and (4) are of sharp faculties, (2) and (3) of mild 
faculties. (3) and (4) practise the dhyanas while (1) and (2) are described 
without any mention of dhyanas. About the precedence of (3) to (4),. 

see Kosa, VI, p. 212. 
2 See Kosa, VI. 37, p. 213 for two kinds of Ordhvasrotas: (i) 

Akani~thaga and (ii) Naivasarp.jfianasarp.jfiayatanagii. 
The Akani~thagii are divided again into three sub-classes: 
(a) Pluta (one who soars high), on account of dhyanas practised by 

him, is born in the Brahmakayika heaven and lastly he is born in the 
Akani~tha heaven where he attains NirvaQ.a; 

(b) Ardhapluta (one who soars only half-way), on account of 
dhyiinas practised by him, is born in the Brahmakayika heaven, fro~ 
which he passes to Suddhavasa and thence to•: Akani~tha to attam 

NirviiQ.a there; and 
(c) Sarvacyuta, before entering into Akani~tha heaven, passes 

across all the heavens except Mahabrahma, An Anagami cannot have 
two existences in one heaven because he steadily rises higher and higher. 

3 Vism., p. 443 
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five constituents of the body, the twelve fields of the organs 
of sense, twenty two kinds of dominant faculties, four truths, 
and the twelve linked chain of causation. These form the pre­
liminary training of the Pai'iiiabhfi.mi, helping the Anagamis 
to complete the higher path of introspection (bhavm1amarga)2 
which commences in the sixteenth moment, i. e., the last 
point-instant of the path of insight (darsana-marga). The 
adept while progressing along the stages of sanctification 
,completes the purities (visuddhi) derived through the 
observance of moral precepts (sila) and meditational prac­
tices (citta) and attains partially the purity of knowledge 
(paiiiill-visuddhi), which consists of the following : 3 

(a) purity of views about the Reality and the phenomenal 
world (ditthivisuddhi); 

(b) purity by which all the sixteen kinds of doubts about 
the past, present and future are eliminated (lwizkhiivitarm.za· 
visuddhi ; 

(c) purily consisting in the determination of the right 
path and distinguishing it from the wrong path (maggiimagga• 
iia,:zadassanavisuddhi) ; 

(d) purity of insight and knowledge about the path to 
be followed (pafi padana{iadassanavisuddhi); 

(e) purity in insight and knowledge (iianadassanavi· 
suddhi).4 • 

An Arhat gets rid of the remaining higher fetters (11d­

~ham~h_ligiya-sa1?1yojanas)" and all afflictions (kilesa) and 
impurities (iisava) and comprehends finally the real sense of 
the four truths • h • h' . . • i.e., e obtams perfect knowledge and 1s 

.mrnd 18 completely freed. He will have no more rebirth 
and will attain Nibbana. A stock-expression about the 

1 See above, cbs. ix-xi. 
2 See above, p. '1.57. 
3 V~sm., PP, 443, 587f., Compendium of Philosophy, P 65f. 
4 Vzsm., p. 443• Buddbaghosa names these visuddlzis as sarira and 

the sila and citta visuddhis as niu-za s 1 v· p 672 . ee a so ism., . . 
5 These are ruparaga, aruparaga, mana, uddhacca, and avijja. 
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Arhats found in Mahayana texts is as follows : ·•An arbat 
is devoid of all impuritles and free from atllictions, bas a 
well-controlled self and well-freed mind and knowledge. 
Like a well-bred elephant he has done all that is to be done 
and has relieved himself of the burden of the five consti­
tuents. He i,; successful in achieving his own object of life 
and is free from the fetters of rebirth".1 

There are some Arhats, who in addition to the above 
attainments, acquire also the four analytical knowledge 
(pa/isambhida) of word-meaning (attha), etymology (nirutti), 
philosophical sense (dhamma) and method of oral exposition 
(pa/ibh[ma). They are distinguished as saha-paJisambhidii-2 

Ubhatobhagavimutta and Paiiiilivimutta 

The Arhats are also distinguished as of two categories, 
known as Ubhatobhagavimutta and Paiiiiavimutta. The for­
mer denotes those, who have attained emancipation by two 
means, viz., by perfecting himself in the eight Releases 
(Vimokkhas) from thought-constructions and by acquisition 
-of the highest knowledge (vmiiia). The latter practises only 
the first four meditations (jhanas) and not the higher ones 
nor the Releases (Vimokkhas). In the Dzgha Nikliya3 credit 
is given to the former as of superior category. 

Of the eight Releases (Vimokkhas), which distinguish 
the two categories of Arhats, four are identical with higher 

1 Cf. Paiicavi111foti-siilzasrikii-praj,iiipliramitli, p. 4: ~{-.j ~a~: 
... N"p~~~ ... ... 

~ft~TifoXtm-.;.1'1-.;.ll'"'l,,.Q: ~fC:ftiaiRltt: ef~51ro:5rr;t~r;rr.r: wa--
.~~: ~<li~\~i:f+1"'i'R:~~Sl'TTT~i:fiT~t: qf~-~~~~: rifflm"­

~+rfflf+rcl'TSJTH': I 

2 Mil., p. 18; DhpA., II, pp. 58, 78, 93; A1iguttara, II, P• 169; 
Malziivafllsa, p. 3-6. 

3 Digha, 11, p. 71 : uttaritarii paQ.itatara natthi. 
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meditations (Aruppa-samiipattis), 1 and the remaining four 
differ from the usual meditations <jhlinas). 

The term ''Vimok$a" is explained in the Abhidharma­
kosavylikhya 2 as that which removes the veil which covers 
the higher meditations. The veil here refers to the bases 
(alambana) or suhjects of meditations. Its another meaning 
is that it makes the adepts turn their face from the pheno· 
menal world (adharabhlimi-vainmkhyiid vimok$a/J). The only 
suitable basis (alambana) of .such meditations is Nibbana 
without the aid of knowledge (Apratisa,?1khyii-11irodha). 3 

The eight Vimok~as·1 from thought-constructions. in short. 
are as follows : -

(i) In the first Release, a meditator introspects his own 
body, its colour and contents as also those of others and 
realises only that the colour and other characteristics of his 
own body is undesirable (asubha) and substanceless (sZ11i1ia), 

1 See above, p. 176-7. 
2 AKV., (Jap. ed.), p. 688-9. 3 See Infra, p. 275-6 
4 AKV., viii. 32-34 (Jap. ed., p. 688); Diglia, II, p. 70-71; Majjhi· 

ma, II, P 12f. 

~m ~T: I <!i~SID I ~ ~'1Tft:rr q~ 191 ~1;.:rlc+l'il~tf 

~\:l'f ~fttr tp('-Jfcf I 7( I ~+r Ff+!W ~ «T~d_t,~lq(-IJ.qq 

~d l~I ~ ~:iJ~l'1f ~+1fulifi+llc( ~f-a-er~~liii+!«l 0ttllT<t. 
.-j"f~·~o., i+Fi-1.-j f«<iim~c1--d+I l<t-,lkl+lii--d4T"hlkl f4& tcfilkl Iii~ 14d'1tl" 

cm;:q-~ f~tfa' 1¥1 ffi ffl::fifflFfr~T4cf.i· ~dlifiJ-41-1.-ci f~if+!'.r.=cf 

fcrm.-j'f+lfd f~..rro/(mlt'a~q-~ -Fcrrocr I 'l. I ~ M~liii<I'• 

~~ ~;rf~J.4' il'Tm" f?tf:ef~~~El..ftiq(-f~'tf~ fcr~Ucf I~ I 

~ Sl!T~r;qa-=r ~~ ~<r«m;,r«~a.-jaq(-IJ.q'il f~it; ('91 
~wt -'I 

«er i=f"Ri~.,T~~ll'~r;:i (1+1fdlifi;:..~ (1$tclfc{af.«r~ ~ ~~~-
~ ~tffl Ii:; 1 

. In these eight Vimok~as, the first and second eliminate desire, the 
tbird,_ ~sublzasa1r1jiiii, the fourth, conception of the world, and the 
remai~mg four all bases (iilamba11a) of meditations. See La Vallee 
Poussm, Abhidharmakosa, viii. 34; Gunther, op. cit., p, 206 
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He c~ntrols his visual perception and therefore he -does not 
perceive the colour of his body and regards it as unattractive 
(amanojiiam). 

(ii) In the second Release, the meditator thinks no longer 
of his own body but his attention is still diverted to others' 
body and its characteristics, internal and external, which be 
then tries to regard as undesirable (asubha) and substanceless 
(swziia). 

(iii) In the third Release, the meditator derives a 
feeling of satisfaction, which pervades his whole body on 
account of his success in removing his mental obsessions 
caused by his previous notions about his own and other's 
-body. 

(iv) In the fourth Release, the roeditator frees his 
mind from the notion of material objects (riipa) and their 
repercussive nature (pa/igha) and dismisses from his mind 
the sense of distinction, which exists among beings and 
objects, and regards the world as just infinite space free from 
all obstructions. 

(v) In the fifth Release, the meditator's mind goes beyond 
the conception of infinite space and internally becomes aware 
-of infinite consciousness only. 

(vi) In the sixth Release, the meditator's mind goes 
beyond the conception of infinite consciousness and realises 
nothingness of the universe. 

(vii) In the seventh Release, the meditator's mind goes 
beyond the sense of nothingness, for making his perceptual 
.faculty inactive. His perception becomes so subtle that it is 

perception nor non-perception. 
(viii) In th~ eighth Release, the meditator's mind 

goes beyond the state of extreme subtlety of perception 
and reaches a state when his feeling and perception cease to 
function because his mind has turned away totaUy from all 
thought-constructions (sarvasa1?1skarad vaimukhylit). As he 
must rise again from his meditation, he retains his perceptual 
faculty, but it is inactive. 
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Two methods of attaining Arhat/zood 

As mentioned above, there are two types of Arhats, called 
Ubhatobhagavimutta and Pafifiavimutta. These are the two 

• the 
ultimate ends of two classes of adepts, one adoptrng 
path of meditation (vipassanii-dhura) and the other that 
of study and knowledge (gantha-dhura and paiiiia). The 
former called Saddhanusar1 depends more on faith in the 
Triratna and in their spiritual teacher and s~eks emancipation 
mainly through meditational practices. The latter called 
Dhammanusari studies the Sutta and Abhidhamma Pitakas 
and tries to comprehend the philosophical tenets embedded 
in them. He practises the first four meditations (jhiinas) and 

h • na• 
does not attempt to go higher. By means of is a _ 
lytical and philosophical knowledge, he obtains Sot~­
pannahood. The distinction between the two classes is 
due to the emphasis laid by one group on meditation 
for purification of mind ( cetovimutti ) and eliruina· 
tion of attachment, hatred and delusion, and by the­
other on study and knowledge and elimination of igno­
rance ( paiiiili.vimutti ). 1 The distinction is also maintain· 
ed in their post-Sotapanna career in which a Saddha• 
nusarI is designated as a Saddhavimutta or Kayasakkbi 
because while practising the higher meditattons he realises 
both mentally and physically inward calmness, while a 
Dha~manusari is designated as a Dighippatta because of bis 
c~ntmuing interest more in philosophical studies than in 
higher meditations. When they reach the Arhat stage, the 
Saddhanusari and Kayasakkhi become known as Ubhato• 
bhagavimutta, and the Dhammanusari and Ditthippatta 
as Pafifiavimutta. Both of these two categories of perfects 
are also emancipated both mentally and intellectually 
(Cetovimutta and Paiiiiiivimutta), because no one can 

1 AKV., VI, p. 607 (Jap. ed.) D-TfcJ~~Tfemfiji: 

ITTFT@:. 5fmfcr~mm:fo I 
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become perfect without purification of mind and perfection 
in knowledge. A Saddhanusari commences his spiritual 
career with cetovimutti and ends with pa,iiiavimutti while 
a Dhammanusar'i begins with pafi,Wvimutti and ends with 
cetovimutti. In the Pali texts the stock-expression for 
Arhats is:. Idha bhikklm asavana,11. klzayli. aniisava,!1 ceto­
vimutti11i pan11li-vimutti11z di'f!lze va dhamme sayam abhb111li 
sacchikatvii upasampajja viharati [Here a monk. after des­
troying his impurities. himself realises, in this life, through 
his higher attainments. emancipation of both mind and 
knowledge] 



CHAPTER XIV 

The Unconstituted 
(Asanzklzata=Asm!lskrta) 

There is only one Asm?Zkhata (unconstituted), which bas 
neither origin nor decay nor any change.1 It remains the 
same for ever in its own characteristics. 2 It is causeless 
(appaccaya) and indeterminable (avyakata) 3 • 

The Vaibha~ikas count the Asaqiskrtas as three, viz., 
Akasa (uncovered space), Pratisaqikhya-nirodha ( emancipa­
tion by means of knowledge mainly) and Apratisaxp.khya· 
nirodha (emancipation by m~ditational practices and n~t 
necessarily with knowledge). Of these three, Apratl· 
saqikhya-nirodha is not attained by the supra-mundane path 
·(lokottaramarga)4 which, is however, indispensable for 
Pratisarµkhya-nirodha. In the Sutras, is said to be a fruit 
attainable by perfect saints (sriima~zyaphala) but it cannot 
be a product of exertion5 • lt cannot be an effect produced 
by a cause6 , as it is ever present, although it is felt and 
visualized by a person on attaining perfection in mind· 
control and knowledge. It has neither past nor futur~ 
(adhvavinirmukta) and is always present (pratyutpanna).' 
It is realised by one who has neutralised the impurities 
(klesaprahii.Qa) including the constituted eightynine mental 

1 Anguttara, I, p. 152: Asankhata-lakkhaJJiini: na uppado na vayo 
na thitassa aiiiiathattaf!l, Cf. La Vallee Poussin, Kosa, ii, p. 223. 

2 AKV., ii. 45: ¾h\~{U f~Tcr: I 3 Dhs., 583, 983, 1086. 

4 AKV., i. 16. By Lokottaramiirga is meant the practices prescrib­
ed for attaining the four fruits of sanctification. 

5 AKV. (Jap. ed.), vi. p. 578: ~ ~~'!i"-a'' ,;rr~~Wtf~ I 

6 AKV., ii. 55 7 I bid., ii. 59; v. 63 
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states of a being.1 It is pure (aniisrava) and has no basis", 
but it is not a matter ( vastu)3 • 

Akasa : The Vaibha~ikas arnd other schools except the 
Vatsiputriyas include Akasa in the unconstituted. Akasa is 
defined as open space without any obstructing object. It is 
infinite, however much it may remain covered or uncovered. 
The Vaibha~ikas admit its existence as real.4, The distinc­
tions between A.kasa and other Asar:pskrtas are as 
follows:-

(a) Uncovered space may become covered and vice versa 
but this is not possible in the case of Asar:pskrta; 5 

(b) Akasa offers flying room to birds, etc. while the 
Asm!lskrta does not. 6 

(c) Though A.kasa and Asar:pskrta remain very close to a 
being and is always present, the former in not attainable 
while the latter is (asmriskrtasya priiptyutpadat);1 

(d) Akasa and Apratisar:pkbya-nirodha and not Prati­
sar:pkhya-nirodha can neither be a cause nor an effect of exer­
tion (na phaladharmiib}.8 

Nirodha: Nirodha is sometimes denoted as a 'dravya' or 
'dhiitu'. which very often leads to the wroiig notion that 
it is an entity, but in the Miilapariyiiyasutta9 it is clearly 
stated that any conception about it or its attainment is wrong. 
In the A·bhidharmakosavyiikhyii the statement that Prati­
sa:rp.khya-nirodha is real (dravya) 10 and acts as an obstruction 
to the inflow of impurities may cause the misapprehension 
that it is an eternal positive substance in contrast to Akasa, 

1 AKV., vi. 1, 76 
2 M ajjhima, I, p. 424: akaso na katthaci patitthito. 
3 AKV., i. 7. 4 Ibid., i. 5. 
6 I bid., p. 329. 
8 Ibid., ii. 55; see infra, p. 275. 
9 Majjhima, Sutta 1. 10 Ibid., i. 5 

12 AKV .. i. p. 18 : ~~ ~~TFfU!:J: I 

18 

5 Kvu., p. 328 
7 AKV .. v. 63 

11 Ibid., vi. 78 
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which carries a negative meaning of absence (abhiiv0 ) 1 of 
obstruction. The term 'dhatu' in Buddhist texts has a very 
wide connotation, e.g., in the Ji'ianaprasthiina-si"itra 2 exposition 
is given of Prahii,;a·dhiitu, Viriiga-dhiitu, and Nir(Jdha-dhiitll 
which are the same as Asamskrta-dhatu. The first term 
means elimination of impuritie~ oti1er than attachment (riiga); 
the second means eliminatinn of attachment (raga) only, while 
the third means elimination of all impurities including attach· 
ment, hence, such uses of the term 'd/ziitu' or 'dravya', there· 
fore, should not be taken as a real entity. 

Nirodha, being eternally existing (nitya), cannot be an! 
b• , ·tra it o Ject or state to be obtained by a person. Yasom1 • 

seems. has in mind more the word "pratisa7?1khyii" and its 
function than the word "nirodha" in its original and indepen· 
dent sense. What he means to establish is that the inflow of 
impurities of attachment. hatred and delusion is completely 
stopped by knowledge (pratisa,!lkhya) or full realisation of the 
four truths. It is the knowledge of the four truths, that acts 
as a dam (rodhabhuta) to the inflow of impurities into th;, 
mind of an Arhat. His object here is to explain what "nirodha_ 
means in such combinations as anityata-nirodha, pratisa111khya· 
nirodha and apratisa,!lkhyii-nirodha and not the exposition of 
the highest truth, Nirviir.J,a, a synonym of which is Nirod/za. 
What he intends to say is that worldly objects, which have 
come into being (dharmasthiti), cease on account of the 

l AKV., i. 6 (p. 17). 5ITTRf~mS51~l'fil·ftqt ~ ~fcr~n. 

~~ ~: I -1' I ~r: WIT-rn:o:qT~r'1fu'cl+W!TT WJT<T9Tfir-

f~1:1- +l~ifTc'ff'tlf;;rm::r~fct.:r ~ccrro:_, 
2 The principal Abhidharma text of the Sarvastivadins. It is avail· 

able in translation from Chinese made by Santi Bhikshu Sastri, St"e P• 27• 
Cf. AKV. vi. 78. 

3 Dravya may be compared to padiirtha of Nyaya philosophY• 
It may be either nitya or anitya. See Kosa, II, 55; III. 11. Cf. Sthirarnati 

on Tri,risikii, p. to: ~cf) ;:i- N~ f~ ~: 51'cflc:i!HIS<:4"i!ci:4ln. 

i::"~S@I 
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universal law of impermanence (anityatii-nirodha); that inflow 
of impurities ceases when a person realises the four truths 
(pratisa,?zkhyii-nirodha), and that certain impurities of a spiri­
tually advanced person cease for ever and will not re-appear 
with or without knowledge of the four truths (apratisa,!l· 
khyii.-nirodlza)1. In these three com pounded words, Nirodha 
refers to destruction of impurities and not to the Buddhist 
conception of Nirvat)a. 

Pratisaqikhya-nirodha: Acquisition of knowledge is needed 
for ending all impure ( siisrava) dharmasz of the three 
worlds and not the pure ( aniisrava ) dharmas, which are 
acquired by means of Apratism!1khyii-nirodha. It is supra­
mundane and not worldly (laukika) knowledge. It destroys 
all impurities quickly and directly (iinantarya) but not all 
at once3 • It may be described as a fruit of human exertion 
(ptlrU$akiira phalam)," a fruit of severance (visa,pyoga­
phalaqi) 5 from impurities, caused by knowledge, But it must 
be borne in mind that Pratisarµkhya-nirodba, being one of 
the three unconstituted (Asarrrskrta), is eternal and so it can 
never be the fruit of a deed or exertion. The word 'Nirodba' 
of Pratisatp.khya-nirodha refers merely to decay or end of im­
pure dharmas. The Asaipskrtas have nothing to do with cause 

l AKV., i. 6: ;~;:rfireRIT-mTl:T - l:l~.rfufcm 
~mmf~-f.=m1:1 - q;i'f<:q1r4fcl£:1 

5rfir~-R~ - l:TW.!il•IM~ 
2 AKv., i, p. 18: «cn -fu: ~-~mcr-~-Hu\:lls~~ 

Sf~;q"T :s:rp:;q~ I 5ffqfflfil. TTrif JI f.-ti<til 5fW I 
C C Jrrr, 

3 Kosa, i. 6 (p. 18): Cf~Hl~rd4+11•1-srm-~"1"1. I 

3:l~rfci:u<hu ~~~r1:1: , .. -~~•• f.:14a()1:1~ l;f#: , 
4 AKV. ii, 59: >l"Tmi€41R{tc:irsfq- ~T~+f&!ra I if '9T~ 

~tl,Cfi~ I-El Rm ftj~<:Cf It! I· .. ··•51'TTRfo~lll<ili\-i 'fu: 5rfm.i(§lll f.:i()q: 

~ I ~ ~ ~T{~ +fc'ffu I 

5 AKV. ii, 58: f'q;qr 3H~T T.-J"{fl:TT Ff~il~ftr~~: I 
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and effect1 which are confined only to the constituted2 • 

Pratisamkhyii-nirodha therefore cannot be a cause (lzetu) 
though it is shown as an obstructing factor against impure 
dharmas. Nirodha, being eternal, is incapable of taking or 
giving a fruit. 

Apratisarrikhyii-nirodha: In Buddhist spiritual culture 
there are two paths, viz., path of knowledge (jiiiinamiirga) and 
path of self-control and meditational practices (siidha11ii­

miirga); in Pali, there are two miirgas called Gantlza-dl111ra 
and Vipassanii-dhura. The former is prescribed for adepts 
with sharp faculties and the latter for those with mild 
and medium faculties. Apratisarµkhya-nirodha has in 
view the adepts of the second category, i.e., those who effect 
cessation of impurities through various means of mental and 
physical control. In Buddhist texts 3 the adepts are classified 
into (i) mild or dull (mrdu), (ii) medium (madhya) and (iii) 
sharp (adhimiitra). The adepts of the first two categories me 
usually prescribed the practices of firm faith (k.yiinti or 
sraddha.) and quietude (samatha and vipassanii) to be attained 
through meditation (sama.dhi). Normally, an entrant into the 
sixteen k$a,:ias of the four truths develops, first, faith (ksiinti) 
and then, knowledge (jiiiina)4 • By physical (kiiya-sa1?1vara) 

and mental restraints and practices (i.e. dhyiina,.samiipatti) the 
adepts of the mild category eliminate gradually many 
impurities and thereby destroy their accumulated karmaic 
effects, and become incapable of having future existences, 
and so. in fact, attain Nirvai:i.a. To realise the highest truth, 

1 AKV. ii, 55: ~~ ~ ~ I 

2 Ibid. ':;f'Tenrarnf<:14~41~u~t: wf~: ~f~ ~o 1 

For details see comments on Kli.rika, p. 146. 
3 Puggala-paiiiiatti; Abhidharmako.fo, VI. 
4 Dharmajfili.nak~li.nti in Dul_lkha, Samudaya, Nirodha and Marga. 

Dharmajfili.na in do 
Anvayajfili.nak~li.nti in do 
Anvayajfiana in do 
See above, p. 258. 
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the adepts of this category need also knowledge (prajiia) of 
the four truths, and most of them do acquire it in the Arhat­
stage. In the Abhidlzarmakosa, apratisa11zkhyii-nirodha is 
described as a complete stoppage of the possibility of 
appearance of certain impurities or states of existence/ 
because of the ineffectiveness of causes for producing in future 
an object or state2 • Evidently, the ineffectiveness is due to 
the adept's progress in spiritual practices, such as faith 
(k$iinti)3 and quietude (sauwtha). Hence Apratisaqikhya-niro­
dha is concerned only with pure (aniisrava) dharmas of the 
constituted sphere, i.e .. those already acquired by the adepts 
of the mild category io course of their spiritual practices. 
In the case of Arhats only it is pointed out that all impurities 
are eliminated by both Pratisa,?Zkhyii (=PrajnQ) and Aprati., 
sa,r,.khyii ( =samatha, vipassanii, and samiidhi) either simul• 
taneously or one after another. 

A'pratisa,!lkhyii-nirodha also refers to the eradicated impuri• 
ties of an adept, e.g., removal by a Srota-apanna of the wrong 
notion of the existence a self (satkiiyadr$Ji). of doubt about 
the excellence of the Triratna (vicikitsa). and of wrong belief in 
the efficacy of rituals and ceremonies (szlavrataparamarsa). On 
account of elimination of the three impurities, a Srota-apanna 
is never subject to rebirth in the animal world or bells. The 
ending of the three impurities as also the avoidance of rebirth 
in lower forms of existence are indicated by Apratisa,?Zkhya­
nirodha, because, in this case, destruction (nirodha) of certain 
evils and consequential effects of non-appearance in certain 
states of existence have been effected without knowledge 

1 AKV., i. p. 20, 21 : «'TT~~crftlffl ~fcro"~~l:T: I 

2 Ibid. p. 23: ~"lTmfT'TT 1:Tifruf 5r~~ 9fa,fi€411HI<· 

~fcqm<I f.:J<ic!'Ul:f~Q°T ~ q.r: ~rs5rfu~~;qi-fim1:1~ 1 cf. p. 19: 

~FfTl@Rt ~mrn~~r fcrn: '$j~rclM4cl(lcf: I 

3 AKV.iv,107: ,tllfrcl~l+-.!iilql.q~r ~iIT<'(.I Seealso 
AKV. vi, 24. 
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of the four truths (pratisa,?1khya). It also includes those pure 
(anasrava) dlzarmas which are acquired by an adept by means 
of pratisa,rzkhyii. Hence it connotes all pure dharmas possess­
ed by an adept, whose acquisitions may have been effected 
mainly by samatha, samadhi, and partially by prajiiii. 

The two types of emancipation, Pratismriklzyii-nirodha a nd_ 
Apratisarrikhya-nirodha, may be compared to Paniia-vimutti 
and Ceto vimutti respectively of the Pali texts. Those who 
obtain cetovimutti neutralise the impurities along with 
karmaic effects by self-restraint (.fila) and meditation (samlidhi) 
while those who attain pannavimutti practise self-restraint 
and meditation but applies mainly his reflective intellect to 
destroy the impurities, but ultimately a perfect must have 
both vimuttis. 1 

The ultimate aim and object of Buddhism is realisa­
tion of the unconstituted (asamkhata) by eschewing the 
constituted, which is fruitless. 2 • A person is constituted 
(sarrikhata) and so is the world, in which he lives. It is 
therefore indispensable for a person to comprehend first the 
real nature of the world around him. Hence, the whole of 
the early Buddhist literature is devoted to its exposition. In 
the previous chapters (IX-XII), an attempt has been made to 
give an idea of the Buddhist conception of the phenomenal 
world and its constituents, as also of the ways and means 
of getting out of phenomenal existence, which is imperma­
nent, substanceless and a source of suffering. Existence in 
the phenomenal world is admitted as real with the proviso that 
it is dynamic in nature3 and that its dynamism is governed 

1 AKV. i. p. 21, vide comments on ~f~ ~~fi:rf-a-; cf. Puggala­

pafi.iiatti, p. 14: Ubhatobhagavimutto: Idha ekacco puggalo attha 
vimokkhe kayena phusitva viharati, pafifiaya c' assa disva asava parik­
khiQa honti. See above, p. 267. 

2 AKV., ii. 55: ~Pli~cTTTT: ~~ m~crr: I 

3 Anguttara, i. 15; AKV., ii. 45, 46: '3''fl'lltl(~<!.lldc;;r,:~: I ~T 

~: ~ ~+ncr: I 
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by an unchangeable law of nature. The comprehension of 
this fact is regarded by the Buddhists as perfect knowledge 
(vijja) as opposed to ignorance (avijjii) and it ultimately leads 
to the realisation of the unconstituted Nibbana. 

What is Nibba11a? 

Buddha deliberately avoided any positive answer to 
the question: what is Nibbana ? He kn.ew that Nibbana 
was inconceivable, and that any description of it could 
not but be conventional, and so he said that Nibbana, the 
highest truth, could only be realised within one's own self 
( paccatta,ri veditabbo viiifiuhi=pratyatmyavedya); it was 
inexpressible (nippapaiica) and so no attempt should be made 
to describe it; it was so deep and subtle that it could not be 
communicated by one person to another. All that be could 
say about it was by negatives. In the Miilapariyayasutta1 

be said that no conception should be made of Nibbana nor 
of its attainment by any person as that would be admitting 
individuality and its relation to an eutity. To say that it was 
either existing or non-existing would also be falling into the 
heresies of eternalism (sassata) or annihilationism (uccheda). 
Within these limitations, the form and nature of Nibbana has 
to be determined. There are, in the Buddhist texts, stray 
remarks and passages, which throw some light on the concep­
tion of Nibbana, and so it will be our object now to present 
them in a succinct form. 

Inconceivability of Nibbiina 

In the Majjhima Nikiiya2 Nibbana is described as unborn, 
unoriginated, unconstituted, undecaying, undying, free from 
diseases, grief and impurities; it is the supreme end that is 
attained by the best exertion. Elsewhere in the same Nikiiya3 

1 Majjhima, I, Sutta 1. 
2 Majj/zima, I, p. 197: anuttara1p. yogakkhemarp. nibbanam ajatam 

ajaram abyadhim amatam asokam asailkilittham. 
3 Ibid., I, pp. l<:i3, 167,; III, p. 4. 
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it is described as the highest perfection (accanta-ni11ham) 

achievable by the utmost exertion (yogakkhemam). It is 
extremely subtle and too difficult to comprehend or visualize.1 

The inconceivability of Nibbana is finely expressed in a 
few stanzas of the Sutta-Nipa.ta2 • running thus:-

"Acci: yatha vatavegena khitto 
attharp. paleti na upeti sarpkharp. 

evarp. mun'i namakaya vimutto 
attharp. paleti na upeti saff}khaff). 

AtthaiJ.gatassa na pama.1).'am atthi 
yena narp. vajju tarp. tassa natthi 

sabbesu dhammesu samiihatesu 
samiibata vadapatha pi sabbe ti". 

[ Just as the flame of a lamp struck by a gust of wind 
disappears and cannot be traced, so also does a perfect saint, 
freed from name and form, disappears without leaving any 
trace. 

That which disappears is immeasurable, i.e., infinite, 
and hence there are no words by which it can be spoken of. 
As it is bereft of all dhammas, it goes beyond the range of 
conventional language.] 

A statement similar in tone to the above-quoted stanzas 
was made by Anuruddha at the demise of Buddha. It is as 
follows:-

"Pajjotass' eva nibbanarp. vimokho cetaso ahii ti'' 3 

l Like the extinguishing of a lamp, Buddha's mind became 
absolutely freed.) 

Some scholars who inadvertently compared the extinction 
of the flame of a lamp to Nibbana, wrongly interpreted it as 
annihilation. In the line quoted above there is no ambiguity 

1 MajjhimaI, p.167. 
2 Sutta Nipata, p. 206-7. 
3 Digha, II, p. 1:56; cf. Sutta Nipata, p. 215 : 

Ajjhattafi ca bahiddha ca vedanaQl nabhinandato 
evaiµ satassa carato vififia.Qam uparujjhati. 
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that the constituted mind (viii,iii~ia), which was normally func­
tioning during Buddha's life-time through the sense-organs, 
without, of course, attachment, hatred and delusion, ceased 
finally, i.e., became fully emancipated. It did not require 
any more support (aniiramma~1a, apatitthita). It is the 
constituted mind1 that suffered extinction and has nothing 
to do with Nibbana, which therefore cannot mean annihila­
tion. Prof. Keith also relied on the wrong rendering of the 
statement but he gave it an Upani~adic turn, saying that "the 
extinction of fire was not that which occurs to us of utter 
annihilation but rather the flame returns to the primitive, 
pure, invisible state of fire, in which it existed prior to its 
manifestation in the form of visible fire."2 Prof. Keith's in­
terpretation is also not acceptable, for, according to the 
Buddhist philosophy, Nibbana, has nothing to do with any­
thing worldly and unlike the Upani~adic Brahman it can never 
have worldly manifestation similar to the flame of a 
lamp. 

Nibbana is absolutely separate and different from the 
world and its constituents. It is non-mental (acetasika) and 
wholly dissociated from mind (citta-vippayutta). 3 The question 
of origin or non-origin does not arise in the case of Nibbana,4 

because it is firm, eternal and changeless. 5 It is the incon­
ceivable transcendental reality. 6 

1 Udii11a, Dabba-sutta, viii. 9 describes the parinibbii11a of Dabba 
M allapu tta th us : -

Abhedi kayo nirodhi safifia vedanli pi'ti daharp.su sabba, 
Viipasamirp.su sankhlira vififiai;iam attham agama ti. 

2 Keith, Buddhist Philosohy, p. 55-6. Buddhaghosa also writes in 
the Sum. Vil., ([HQ., II, i, p. 33) that the flame of a lamp becomes 
indistinguishable (apa~11.iakabhiiva). 

3 Kvu., IX.7; XIV. 6; Dhs., 1513, 1515. 
4 Kvu., IX. 7; XIV. 6; Dhs., 1416: Nibbanarp. na vattabbam up­

pannan ti pi anuppannan ti. See also Dhs. 1534, 1535. 
5 Kvu., I. 6 (p. 121): Nibbanarp. dhuvarp. sassatam aviparii;iama­

dhammarp.. 
6 Sa1?1yutta, IV, pp. 362, 369f. 
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Positive and negative attributes 

Inspitc of the inconceivability of Nibbana, there are, in th~ 
Nikiiyas, passages, which attribut~ to it a mixture of posi 
tive and negative attributes, which are as follows:-

In the Sa,?iyutta Nikiiya 1 Nibbana is described as 
"Asai:lkhatam amatarp. saccarp. pa.ram ajajjara:rp. dhuvaoi 

anidassanarp. nippapaficarp. santarp. siva:rp. kbema1p'', and also 

as •'accutapadam". 
[Unconstituted, undying, true, going across, undecaying, 

firm. signless, inexpressible, calm, quiet, excellent and a 
place without fall.] 

A clear positive hint about the reality of Nibbana is found 

in the ltivuttaka2 : 

«Atthi bhikkhavc abhutam akatam asai:lkhataro". 
[There exists, 0 monks, the unoriginated, the uncreated, thc 
unconsti tuted]. 

There are similar statements in the Samyutta Nikiiya3 a nd 

later Pali texts, such as the following: -
"Atthi-dhammassa nibbanassa riiparp. va sal)thana:rp. va 

vayarp. va pama.J)am apafifiapanam". 
[The form, location, age and measure cannot be given of 

Nibbana-the dhamma that exists.) 
_A verse attributed to Buddha in the Miigandiyasutta.j, also 

porn~ to a positive conception of Nibbana: 
"Arogya parama lab ha nibbanarp. parama:rp. sukhaqi" •5 

[Good healh is a great gain~ nibbana is the highest happiness]· 
In the exposition of this line Nibbana is shown as im­

maculately pure and white (sukkam instead of sukham) and 
is compared to a human body cleansed of all impurities. 

It seems, from the few references given above. that the 
conception of Nibbana underwent changes during the period 

l Sarµ,yutta IV, p. 373, Ill, p. 143. 2 Itivuttaka, P· 37. 
3 Sat?zyutta II, p. 124-6; Malziiniddesa, I, p. 132 ; Kvu., p. 124; 

Milinda, p. 316. 
4 Majjlzima, I, p. 509. 
5 Cf. Dhammapada, 203: Nibbanaqi. paramarp sukbaqi. 
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of compilation of the Nikayas and that there was a trend 
to assign to it a more positive than negative attributes. 

ls Nibbci.na ananta-viiifiiina? 
. ~n interesting exposition of Nibbana • by equating it to 
mfinite consciousness (viiifiii~za) is found in a few stanzas, 
which appear in slightly changed wordings in different Pali 
texts1 • 

The stanzas in the Kevaddha-sutta are: -
Viiifial).am anidassanam anantarµ sabbato pabha1p 
Ettha a.po ca pathavI tejo na gadhati, 
Ettha dighan ca rassaii ca anurp. thularµ subhasubharp, 
Ettha namaii ca rupafi ca asesam uparujjhati, 
Vififial).assa nirodhena etth' etam uparujjhati.2 

On a certain occasion a bhikkhu was advised by Buddha 
to put his question thus :-"What is that place where (distinc­
tions like) water and earth, fire and air have no footing, where 
long and short, fine and coarse, good and bad, or name and 
form cease absolutely?" instead of asking "Where do the four 
clements earth, water. fire and air disappear absolutely?" (The 
answer quoted above was given to it.) "It is vififiai:ia (con­
sciousness). which is signless, infinite, and radiant on all sides3 

Sutta-nipiita, p. 198: 
Pafifia c'eva sati ca namarupaii ca rnarisa 
etam me puttho pabruhi, katth' etam uparujjhati? 

Yattha namafi ca rupaii ca asesam uparujjhati 
Viiifiar:i.assa nirodhena etth' etam uparujjbati. 

Sa1!1yuua, I, 13: 
Yattha namafi ca riipafi ca asesam uparujjhati 
Patigharp. riipasafifia ca ettha sa chijjati jata ti. 
See also U diina, I: Bodhivagga. 

2 D"igha, I, p. 223 ; Sum. Vil. in the J. H Q., II, i. Majjhima. I, 
p. 329 ; Papai"icasiida111. I, p. 413. 

3 Buddhaghosa says that it is infinite (ananta) because it has no 
origin, no decay, no duration (sthiti) and no change. It should not 
however be confused with "vifinai:ianaficayatanam." 

Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 329: Vififiar:i.am anidassanam anantaip sabbato 
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(sabbato-pabham) 1 where all the distinctions mentioned 
above cease, and where the ( constituted ) viiiiiii{za, after 
cessation, disappears". Buddhaghosa clears up the ambi­
guity of the term viiinii,:za by saying that its meaning 
should be made on the basis of the root nii= to know, that 
which is to be known, i.e., Nibbana. He says that the 
first vinnii,:za is another name for Nibbana2 while the second 
vinnii,:za is one of the five constituents. His interpretation, 
it seems, is based upon a few Nikaya passages. In the 
Majjhima Nikiiya,3 the Brahmanimanta,:zikasutta offers an 
explanation of the above-quoted stanzas. In this sutta Buddha 

pabharp. Tarp pathaviya pathavittena ananubhiitam, apassa apattena 
ananubhiitarp, etc. The Papaiicasudani (II, p. 413) comments on it thus: 
-Padadvayena (i.e., viniiii1.zam a11idassanam) pi nibblinam eva vuttarp. 
Ananta11 ti tayidam uppada-vaya-antarhitatta anantarp nama ...... Sabbato 
pabham ti sabbato pabhasampannarp. Nibbanato hi aiiiio dhammo 
sappabhataro va jotimattaro va parisuddhataro va paI).garataro va 
n'atthi, etc. Cf. Sa1?1yutta, V, p. 275 : Bhikkhu vivateQa cetasli 
apariyonaddhena sappabhasarp cittarp bhaveti, 

1 J. d' Alwis' suggestion of 'pabham' for 'paham' has been prefer­
red here. For a note on this, see Sacred Books of the Buddhists, II, p. 
283n. Buddhaghosa, it seems, preferred the word "Paparo" (from 
Sanskrit Prapa = a shed on the roadside for providing passengers with 
water, Aufrecht, Abhi. Rat11amiilii, p. 283) to "Pabham" more for main­
taining the analogy between Nibbana and the sea mentioned just before 
this passage. 

2 Sum. Vil. (I. H. Q., II, i), p. 33: Tattha viiiiiatabban ti viiiiiaQarp; 
nibbanass' etarp. namarp. With regard to the second 'viiiiiaQ.a', Buddha­
ghosa says "Tattha vifiiiaI).an ti carimaka-viiiiiliQ.am pi abhisailkhara­
viiifianan ti" (Cf. Vism., p. 689). He holds that the vifiiiliQ.a, the last 
consciousness of an arhat is constituted (abhisankhiira) and that it ceases 
like the flame of a lamp to pass into a state of indistinguishability 
(apa1_11Jakablziiva). Cf. Keith, op. cit. pp. 47, 48 where Prof. Keith 
points out that Prof. Franke's attempt to prove that there is much of 
negativism in early Buddhism favours the view that Nibblina of early 
Buddhism was more idealistic than negativistic. See also 0. Franke's 
notes on Nibbana in the Z.D.M.G., xix, pp. 475-481. 

3 Majjhima, I, p. 326f. 
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criticises the claim of Baka Brahma that he is the supreme 
god, the creator, eternal, changeless, free from origin and 
decay and his state is that of the highest emancipation. 
Buddha points out to him that in the highest emancipated 
state totally disappear distinctions of phenomenal objects and 
thoughts, whether taken together or singly In justification 
of his above-quoted description of Nibbana as infinite, reful­
gent, etc., he adds that the description was needed to counteract 
the current belief about the ne plus ultra state and eternality 
of Brahmaloka, otherwise. he would have preferred to speak 
of Nibbana as inexpressible only. In the A,iguttara Nikiiya, 1 

consciousness (viiiliii~za) is also described as brilliant white 
(pabhassaram). It is this pure white consciousness (citta) that 
is polluted by impurities (upakkilesa). This passage suggests 
that the constituted vifiiiii~za is the original pure state of mind, 
to which the perfect reverts after thoroughly purifying his mind 
of all impurities by practice of meditation and equanimity. 
The question is whether bv this pure white mind is meant by 
the first viiiiiana of the above-quoted stanzas. The purified 
mind, it seems, corresponds to the unpolluted store-conscious­
ness (alayavijiiana) of the Yogacarins, and not the ultimate 
reality, Vijiiaptimatrata. It should mean mental emancipation 
(cetovimutti, see above p. 270) of the Arhats. Ceto-vimutti is 
one of the two means for attaining perfection, but it is 
not identical with Nibbana, which is much higher than, 
and completely different from, pure viiiiia,:za. Ceto-vimutti 
is also described as supportless consciousness (apatifthita­
vifiiiii,:za, aniiramma~ia). It is to be noted that unless 
mind is supportless, it cannot be pure and emancipated. 
After death, an Arhat on account of his ceto-vimutti attains 
Nibbana, which is indescribable. In the Sa,riyutta Nikiiya,2 

Buddha referring to the parinibbana of Vakkali bhikkhu said 

1 Anguttara, I, pp. 10, 257. 
2 Sa1J1,yutta, III, p. 124. 
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that the wicked Mara was searching for the consciousness 
(viiiiia1J.a) of Vakkali, who had been just dead, and predicte~ 
that Mara's attempt would not be successful because Vakkah 
had passed away (parinibbuto) with vi11iiii1J.a, which needed n_o 
support (apati1tlzita). The sense of apatiJt,hita-viiit1ii{W . is 

• • • explain· given elsewhere in the Sa,?Iyutta Nikaya,1 where it is 
ed as consciousness which arises only when artacbment (raga) 
to material elements of the body (riipa), a11d the other four 
constituents is removed. It is unconslituted, devoid of 

d • • nd growth and independent of any cause and con ition a 
hence free. Being free it is steady ; being steady it is happy ; 
being happy it is without any fear of change for the worse ; 
being fearless it attains parinibbana. 2 

In commenting on this passage Buddhaghosa further says 
h • n 

t at an arhat can never have any thought-constructIO 
(maiiiiana) in regard to the four elements or Nibbana or anY· 
thing whatsoever, which a puthujjana or a non-arhat bas. 
Buddhaghosa thus tries to show that Nibbana is inexpres· 
sible, infinite and that any attempt to establish a relation 
between it and an individual is a delusion of mind. FroID 
such interpretations of the Nikaya passages3 as well as froID 

I Sa111yutta, II, p. 65 ; III, pp. 53-6I. 

2 ~al/lyutta, II, 66 ; III, 53 : Tad apatitthitam vififiai:iarp. avirujha01 
anabh1sankh- - v· • . t- ·1ant . aran ca vimuttarp.. 1muttata thitam tb1tat a santus1 . 
santus1tati- . . • • • ·b - ti a na pantassatl. Apantassan paccattafifiu panm baya • 
G ~a~Yutta, lll, p. 124; Dhp. A, I, p. 432 : appatitthitena ca viiifiai:ieoa 

0 hiko Kulaputto parinibbuto. 

3. The Nikaya passages referred to here (Majjhima, I, p. 4) were 
:ot :n harmo_ny with Prof. Stcherbatsky's theory and so they did 0~~ 

PP al to him. See his remarks in Con. of N., p. 42n. 'MaiiiiatlO 
0 ~ Buddhaghosa reminds us of one of the passages of the Prajiiii• 
paramitiis, in which it is said that all dharmas are like dreams and 
that Bodhi tt ' • te sa vas svapnam apz na manyante svapnena na 111a11ya11 • 
;~~b;· see. e"._ g., PaiicavirrzS:ati-siiha~rika, (A.' s. B. ms.), leaves z:5, 

. • samsara,11 saf?Jslirato na vzkalpayati, nirviilJ,Ofll nirviir;,ato 11a 
vzkalpayati and so forth. 
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his exposition of Nibbana in the Visuddhimagga,1 it will 
be apparent that, Buddhaghosa far from supporting nihi­
lism, held that Nibbana was a transcendental, indescribable 
state. In fact, there was hardly any school of Buddhism, 
which favoured the view of annihilation, and so it seems that 
the opinions of scholars who supported annihilation do not 
rest on very sure foundations. Prof. La Vallee Poussin bas 
criticised in detail the views of these scholars. He has given 
the gist of their views, showing the weak pointi-,: in then1 • along 
with his learned dissertation on the interpretation of 
Nirval)a.2 

Light is thrown on the above-quoted stanzas in a passage 
occurring in the Nibbiinasutta of the Udiina3 • It runs as 
follows:-

Atthi, bhikkhave, tad ayatana111 yattha n' eva pathavi na 
apo na tejo na vii.yo na akasanaiicayatanarp. na vififial)iinaiica­
Yatana:rp na • akiiicaiiiiayatana111 n~ n'evasafiiia-nasafifiayata­
nalll nayarµ loko na paraloko na ubho candimasuriya, tad 
aha111. bhikkhave, n ·eva agatiip vadami na gatif!l na thiti[!l 
na cutirp na upapatti:rp, appatittham apavattam anaram­
mar:iam eva tam es'ev' anto dukkhassa ti." 

[O bhikkhus. there is that space (iiyatanam) where do not 
exist earth. water, fire and air; nor spheres of infinite space, of 
infinite consciousness, of desirelessness, and of neither cons­
ciousness nor non-consciousness ; neither this world nor next 
World, nor sun and moon, that, I say, is the end of suiler~ng, 
(i.e. Nibbana-dhatu). in which there is no coming or going. 
no continuity. no decay and no origin; it is supportless, free 
from rebirth. and basisless.] . 

It is clear from this extract that Nibbana is not infinite 
consciousness (ananta-viiiiiiina) but that it is something trans­
cendental, in which nothing of the phenomena bas. any 

1 Vism., p. 293-4. 
2 La Vallee Poussin, Ewdes sur l'histoire de religio11s, 1925• 
3 Udana (ed. by R. Sankrityayana), p.83. 
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which does not show any increase or decrease. however much 
water may flow into it, so also does Nibbana, though countless 
arhats have entered into it from time immemorial. Nagasena 
also argues that one can see the vast mass of water in the 
ocean but no one can measure it so also is Nibbana. He goes 
a little further and says that though air is invisible, its 
existence is felt by the body of a common man so also is 
Nibbana, which though invisible is touched by the body of the 
wise. The fact that Nibbana is perceived by the perfect in 
the present life proves its reality. Like the sun seen by a 
blindman the moment his blindness is cured, Nibbana is 
visualised by the perfect Arhats as soon as they develop their 
eyes of knowledge. In the Sa1!1yutta Nikaya, the visualisation 
is thus expressed: -

.. Nirodho nirodho ti kho me bhikkhave pubbe ananussutesu 
dhammesu cakkhum udapadi fia.1).am udapadi vijja udapadi 
aloko udapadi". 

l O Bhikkhus, there arose in me clear vision, knowledge, 
perfect knowledge, illumination about the hitherto unknown 
(lit. unheard) dhamma called Nirodha.] 

From the references given above, there can be no doubt that, 
according to the early Buddhists, N ibbana does exist, but no 
description can be given of it became it is transcendental. It 
is not abhavamatra of the Sautrantikas. It is not also immanent 
in the universe nor it is annihilation of the non-Buddhists. 

Nibbanadhatu is described as of two kinds, viz., saupadi­
sesa and anupiidisesa. 1 Both denote perfect Arbats but the 
former is subject to pleasant and unpleasant feelings while the 
latter is completely free from them. A very common phrase 
referring to an Arhat is anupadisesaya nibbiina-d/ziituya 
parinibbuto. It means that an arhat passes from this world 
after finally ending his feelings etc. whatever was left. 

Resume :-Buddha has avoided any positive statement 
about Nirval).a or Tathagata's state after death. 2 His first 

1 See above, p. 138. 

19 

2 See chapter XV. 
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b "bb- d" d by him is utterance a out Ni ana or the Truth 1scovere 
that ••it is profound, hard to comprehend, serene, excell_ent, 
beyond dialectics, abstruse, and that it is only to be real~s~d 
by the wise within one's own self".1 NirvaQa is without ongm 
and decay, disease and sorrow. 

N• - . t • d It is ever irvai:ia IS not a state or an object to be at arne • . 
existing and is not produced by the eightfold path or th1rty­
seven Bodhipakkhiya dhammas (practices leading to full 

1• h . as a flash en Ig tenment). It comes to an exertmg person . . 
of light (obhasa) and any exertion with intention to obtain It is 
futile but at the same time, exertion is needed to purify one_'s 
mind and knowledge (citta-visuddhi and paiiiia-visuddln). 
Hence, the latter two are the fruits of exertion. and not 
Nibbana, which is ever existing. A person, who 
has risen to the highest stage of meditation, in which 
there is neither consciousness nor unconsciousness (n' eva· 
saiiiiiinifaaiiiia) or even beyond, i.e., the stage in which one ~ias 
nearly brought to an end his consciousness (saiiiiiivedayita· 
nirodha). a state almost akin to death, is not assured of reali· 
zing Nibbana if he is unable to get rid of his thought-cons· 
tru~tions although he has achieved the highest possible ment~I 
purification through meditation. He is not a sammii-nibba· 
~i.idhimutto (i.e. one who has attained the true emancipa· 
tlon) because his mind is not dissociated from the fetter of 
the notion of N'evasaiiiiiiniisaiiiia or Saiiiiiivedayitanirodlza. 
Th" • • 18 1mphes that Nibbaoa cannot be attained through mere 
meditation, however high and subtle it may be, nor by anY 
0ther exertion, . though such exertions are indispensable 
for the realisation of the Truth. Buddha bas elaborately 
dealt with the various forms of exertions and medita• 
tions, preparatory to the realisation of Nibbana, but 
the keynote of all his teachings for reaching the summum 
bonum is that a person must completely eradicate from his 

1 Majjhima, I, p. 167. 
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mind the notion of individuality, the existence of his self.-it 
was the realisation alone of dnatta. or pudgala-siinyatii that can 
confer the knowledge of the Truth. Throughout the Nikiiyas, 
Bu~dha ha8 harped on this theme, which forms the fundamental 
basis of his teaching (mii.lapariyaya). In fact, by ignorance 
(avijja) he means the notion of 1-ness and Mine-ness and it is 
for the eradication of this notion he formulated the four truths 
(dukkham samudayal!l nirodha,!l magga,!l) including the for­
mula of paficcasamuppiida. By these truths he tried to educate 
his disciples in such a way that they might rise above the 
notion of individuality and not seek to establish any relation 
of themselves with the worldly objects or even meditations or 
spiritual attainments. This relation, which he regarded as 
kiima (desire). was limited not only to worldly objects like 
wealth, prop.erty, relatives and friends, or robes and begging 
bowl, but also to spiritual acquisitions like abhiiiiias (six higher 
powers). jhiinas (meditations) and samiipattis (higher medita­
tions). He insists that a disciple must not put himself in 
any relation to what he has seen, heard, thought and known 
(dittha. suta, muta, vifii'iiita) 1 or must not take any interest 
even in generalisations such as identity (ekatta). difference 
(niinatta), or the sum-totality (sabbaf?i) of worldly objects. 
He must not imagine that he is extending bis feeling of amity 
(mettii) and of compassion ( karu,:zli) to all beings as that would 
lead to the notion of two entities, the self of the person exercis­
ing love (mettii) or compassion (karu,:zii) and the self of the be­
ing to be loved or pitied. It is often said that the world should 
be looked upon as substanceless (suiiiiato loka,!l avekkhassu)2 • 

A Buddha or a Tathagata is above love or compassion. He 
lives without giving attention to the characteristics of objects 
and internally he maintains suiiiiatii3 • All that the Tathagata 
has said is associated with suiiiiatii.4 • Lastly, one must not 

1 Majj/zima, III, p. 30: Ditthe ...... sute mute vififiate anupayo anissito 
appatibaddho vippamutto, etc. Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 3; S11tta11iplita, p. 178 

2 Sutta11ipiita, p. 217. 3 Majj!,ima, III, p. 111. 
4 Sa11zyutta, II, p. 267. 
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even think of Nibbiina as an ideal perfect state to be attained 
by him. It is a wrong view to hold that he has attained quie­
tude, he is without upiidiina ; his thirst is quenched.1 Such 
effacement of self is the crux of Buddha's teaching and is the 
only means to destroy attachment, hatred and delusion 
(riiga, dosa, moha) and to realise the Truth, the Nibbana, and 
thereby to become a Tathagata. In Mahayana texts Nirvai:ia 
or Tathagata is interpreted as oneness, non-duality (advaya 
advaidhikiiram). though there is no conception of two 
entities, real or unreal. In Pali texts therefore the problem 
of non-duality is not mentioned. Nibbana is described as 
one and only one and that it is of one taste (ekarasa). 
Nibbana, according to the Buddhists of all tirnes, is 
absolutely different from everything worldly or constituted. 
To remove the last vestige of notion that consciousness 
(vinfiii1.1a) continues to exist in Nibbana. there are in the 
Sutta Nipiita, a few stanzas, which clear up the ambiguous 
statement found in the stanzas of the Kevaddlwsutta 2 In the 
latter, it is stated that there is the Consciousness (Vii'iriii~w), 
which is infinite, signless and all-shining, and in which all 
distinctions like material and non-material constituents (nlima• 
rupa) of a being as also, earth, water, air and fire ha,·e no 
place and in which there is no dichotomization like long and 
short, gross and subtle, good and bad. Buddhaghosa 
bypasses the plain meaning of vifiiiii,:za and explains it as 
that which is to be known, i.e., the Truth, the Nibbana. 
The infinite consciousness is acquired by a person who 
reaches the sixth stage of higher meditation (samiipatti) but 
in this state also non-material con-stituent (vifinii,:za) does not 
totally disappear, and so "infinite consciousness" of Kevaddlw­
sutta bas been interpreted in another way.3 In the stanzas 
of the Suttanipiita it has been made clear that the constituted 
consciouness of a perfect Arbat disappears without leaving 

1 Majjhima, II, p. 237. 
3 See above, p. 285. 

2 See above p. 283. 
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any trace like the flame of a lamp extinguished by a gust 
of wind, and that nothing can be predicated of the unconsti­
tuted parinibbana state of an Arhat. That state is inex­
pressible. Its reality is however admitted in Pali texts, in 
which it has been argued that like air though invisible is felt 
by the Arhats. It is not just void (suiiiiam) but it is some­
thing which is predicateless (su,iiiatli). The earlier or later 
Buddhist texts except those c,f the Yogacara School do not 
go beyond it in describing Nibbana. 

Nirvli{za or the truth or the Reality discovered by Buddha 
mentioned above is beyond any cliscussion (atarkavacara). 
It can be realised only by the wise within one's own self. 
Buddha admonished his disciples or inquirers repeatedly 
to refrain from putting him questions, relating to the 
ultimates, which were unanswerable (avyakrta) and which 
if answered would convey a wrong impression to one who 
had not reached a very high stage of perfection. Inspite of 
his disinclination to describe Nirvana, there, are in the Nikfiyas 
stray hints which permit us to draw some inferences. 
The discourses dealing with Nirva.1).a may be divided into two 
classes, ethical and metaphysical, and the former may be sub­
divided into negative and positive. 

(i) Ethical, negative : -Nirva.1).a is the end of desire or 
thirst for worldly objects or existences; it is the eradication 
of attachment (raga), ill will (dvesa) and delusion (moha) ; it 
is the removal of all impurities (klesas and asravas) by medi­
tational and other practices; it is the removal of ignorance 
(aviclya); it is an end of repeated existences; it is the cessation 
of all thought-constructions (vikalpa) ; it is the absence of 
worldly attributes (upadhi); it is not associated with happiness 
or unhappiness or indifference, it is non-mental, it bas no 
basis, no cause. 

(ii) Ethical, positive: -Nirval).a is perfection in sila, 
samadhi and prajna, i,e., the dghtfold path ; it is realised by 
exertion (tapas), purity (brahmacarya) and comprehension of 
the four truths; it is perfection in four smrtyupasthii.na (mind-
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fulness) practices; it is arhathood in which all the ten hindra· 
nces (sarriyojanas) are eliminated ; it is peace and quietude; 
it is the place from which there is no fall; it is deathless, 
the place of bliss and perfect passionlessness. 

(iii) Metaphysical: -Nirvana is eternal and fixed aod 

beyond the scope of discursiv~ and discriminatory thoughts. 
It is homogenous. It has neither origin nor decay. 
It is without past, present or future. It is unlimited and 

unsurpassablc, unfathomable and immeasurable. It is un· 
conditional and unconstituted (asamskrta). It is the freedom . • • d 
of mrnd and intellect. It is supramundane (lokottara) an 
beyond the three spheres of existence Kama, Riipa and Ariip_a 
(apariyapanna). It is beyond the fourfold propositions, i.e.,_ it 
cannot be said to exist, not exist, or both exist and not exiSl, 
or neither exist nor not.exist.1 

1 See Infra, p. 297. 



CHAPTER XV 

The Conception Of Tathagata 
The usual expression, in which Gautama Buddha is referred 

to, in the Pali texts. is "Tathiigato aralwm sammasambuddho" 
(Tathagata the perfect the fully enlighte~ed) 1 • The description 
found in the Nikiiyas is generally as follows: The Tathagata 
is fully aware of the nature of the five· constituents (khandhas) 
of a being, their origin and decay ; he is completely free from 
all thought-constructions and mental aberrations, including 
the notions of I-ness, Mine-ness, Egoism and other mental 
proclivities2 ; he is endowed with ten supernormal powers 
(bala) 3 and four kinds of infallibility (vesiirajja)4·; he is the 
embodiment of clear vision, perfect knowledge, immaculate 
dlzarmas, absolute purity ; he is the propounder of the Truth. 
guide for the welfare of all beings, bcstower of immortality 
and lord of dlzarm.as 5 • In such descriptions, no distinction 

I Sec, e.g., Majjlzima, I, p. 179. 
2 Majjhima, I, p. 486: Tathagatu sabbamaiiiiitanarµ sabbamathi­

tfma111 sabba-ahi 111kara-mamirpkara-mananusayana111 khaya viraga caga 
ratinissagga anupada vimutto ti. 

3 See J bid., I, pp. 69-71 for list. The ten balas arc (1) ~~-

~ I •+=I ~ll_ ( 2) ~~ 0 (-3) .=rr-nf~ITT o ( 4) .=fT-TT­

~ 0 ( 5) ~fr~4cf(tcf(m 0 (6) ~Tf~Fi5ITTfCR@To (7) ~cp,.~r.=r­
TTrm:ey~+rrfl:TTf+l'T(fR'ffi~ ;zfo~T~~l.=im O ( 8) ~-rcrr~ 1 tl€'i Rf~ o 

( 9) ~~~qq-fum O ( 1 o) ':gJr&q~~T~ I 

4 The four Vesarajjas are (1) ~'l:lil~~~ (2) 

B~~~ 0 ( 3 ) ~~<li'l:l4r.=r-~~<ff-=rf~cf 04 I <6{({1 ~ 0 ( 4) 
ii "' ~ ... U ~ :i:q G. f 'l:ltf ~r ;q.=r;q-r~"fi~cf~~T(iUJ{ o 

5 Ibid., I, p. 111 ; III, pp. 195, 224: cakkhubhiito iiaQabhiito 
dhammabbuto brahmabbiito vatta pavatta atthassa nioneta amatassa 
data dhammasamI Tathagato. 



296 THE CONCEPTION OF TATHAGATA 

is made between the terms "Sammasambuddha" aD<l 
"Tathagata". 

There is another stock passage in the N ikayas1 , in which 
•Tathagata' is mentioned in connection with the formula of 
the law of causation (paJiccasamuppiida or idappacayatfl). 
Budd! b • • a lag osa 2 comments on this passage saying that it JS 
formul· d' • s a of samene~s (tathata). A set of causes and con JtJon 
cannot but produce the same effect. The relation between 
cau_se and effect is non-changing (mzaiiiia) and non-different 
(avztalha). The law of causation is universal and applicable 
as much to the birth and death of a worldly being as also 10 
the orig• . . . • h' 11 . •n and non-or1gm of Tatbagatas It 1s this law w JC 
1s comp h • 

h re <:nded and preached by the Tathagatas. Hence 
w oever -) I f c . masters and teaches this uniform (tatha aw 0 
ausatio . n is a Tathagata. 

ter~~-lbe Sumangala-vilasini, Buddhaghosa has dilated on tile 
gat Tathagata"3 in his traditional manner thus: The Tat!lii-

as are th as the r . ose who come (tatha agato) in the same way 
life p evious Tathagatas, i.e., all of them embraced the recluse­
ab~e W~nt through a long and arduous process of self· 

gation f d' • and ul . • per ected themselves in the highest me 1tatJoD, 
counu hrnately realised the Truth. After rendering benefit to 

ess hum b • h I world ( an erngs, they passed away from t e morta 
(tathala~t;ha gato). They realised the same and unchangeable 
ed the halJa) Truth. They comprehended and propound· 

same f -They v· our aryan truths (ariyasaccani=tatlzadhanm1a\, 
lSUalj (tathad . sect the phenomenal world in the same manner 
assu-) the day a • They spoke the truth (tathavaditli) only fron1 

acted a of attainment of Bodhi to Mahaparinibblina. TheY 
ccorct· • d 

(abhibhav Ing to their words (tathaklirita). They surpasse 
atthena) all beings of the highest heaven or the 

1 See ' e.g S Sf ·- • -anuppacta v- •• a,?iyutta, II, p. 2 . : Jatipaccaya jaramaraQ.am uppada v,1 

niyamata i a tathagatanaqi thita va sa dhatu dhammatthitata dhamn1t1' 
2 Vis,ndappaccayata. Taqi Ta1bagato abhisambujjbati. .... deseti etC• 

•• P. 511. 3 Sum. Vil., pp. 66-8. 
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1 1· ow iest hell, and lastly they realised the same truth (tathaya 
gato), which governs the world. 

In the Nikayas, there is another and more often repeated 
passages. dealing with the fourfold indeterminable problems, 
viz •• Whether a Tathagata exists after death or, not? The 
problems are put thus: 

(i) Hoti Tathiigato param mara~1a ti? (Does Tathagata 
(henceforth abbreviated as T.) exist after death?) 

(ii) Na hoti T. param mara~1a ti? (Does T. not exist 
after death?) 

(iii) Hoti ca na ca hoti T. param mara~za ti? Does T. 
both exist and not exist after death?) 

(iv) N'eva hoti na na hoti T. param marw1a ti?) Does T. 
neither exist nor not exist after deatb? 1 

In the Pali texts though the problems have been treated 
as inexplainable (avyiikata) and not conducive to the welfare 
of beings, there are a few expositions. In the Sarrzyutta 
Nikii.ya2 the problems have been treated in the same manner 
as the question about the existence of a permanent or im­
permanent soul. The fourfold problems first raise the 
question whether the --Tatbaoata" and his "Constituents'' ::, 

(khandlzas) are separate entities, one related to the other in 
some way. Making the assumption that the Tathiigata and 
Khandhas are separate entities, the issues discussed are, 

(a) whether rupa or vedana or safifia or vififial)a is 
Tathagata? 

(b) whether T. is in rupa, vedana etc. 
(c) whether T. is different from rupa, vedana etc. 
(d) whether rupa, vedana etc. all taken together are T. 
(e) whether T. is devoid of rupa. vedana etc. (arupi, 

avedano, asafifii, asa:q:ikharo, avifiiial)O). 

The answer to each of these questions evidently could be 
nothing but no h' etaf!i. 

1 See also AKV. v. 22. 2 Sarriyutta, IV, p. 382f. 
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From the available expositions of these problems, it is 
apparent that the underlying reason for negating all the four 
propositions is that the enquirers, who seek a solution of the 
problems, labour under the misconception that the Tathagata 
is an individual, a composite of klzandhas, and that the only 
difference between a common man and a Tathagata is that 
the former is composed of five impure (sasava) and the latter 
of pure (aniisava) constituents. The four problems hinge on 
the question whether the Tathagata has a personality, which 
becomes pure by sustained spiritual culture through ages and 
continues after mahiiparinibbiina. The existence of personality 
is not admitted in Buddhism, and so the only course left is to 
remain silent about the personality, for any answer, positive 
or negative, will be misleading like saying that the colour 
of a sky flower is red or blue. To put it in another way, the 
question is whethtr Nibbiincr is eternal existence and whether 
the Emancipated Being retains his individuality after demise. 
Buddha deliberately left such questions unanswered and said 
that the ultimate end of an emancipated being was a matter 
of inner realisation only by the wise, the perfect, 

It is worth while to know how the great Madbyamika 
philosopher, Nagarjuna, solved the fourfold problems. Nagar· 
juna opens his chapter on Tathiigataparik~a 1 by stating first 
the position of his opponents, particularly, the Sarvastivadins. 
He summarises their position thus: The Tathagata, while a 
Bodhisattva, passed through innumerable existences, develop. 
ing great compassion and expediency, acquiring knowledge, 
and realising non-duality. During these existences he 
collected immense merits by rendering the utmost services 
to all beings, who were dearer to him more than the only son 
to his father. He ultimately attained omniscience by compre­
hending the truth (tattvam) underlying the worldly dharmas, 
for which he is called a Tatbagata. 

1 M. Vr., ch. XXII. 
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Nagarjuna argues that if the reality of Tathagata is 
admitted by his opponents then they should also admit the 
continuity of existence (bhavasantati), in this case, of the 
Bodhisattva who ultimately became a Tathagata. It would 
imply the admission of the existence of a soul or individua­
lity, which, points out Nagarjuna, would prove their vast 
ignorance. 

Nagarjuna's line of reasoning can only be understood if 
his conception of reality and unreality is known beforehand. 
He defines real existence (svabhiiva) as ever existing, 
unchangeable and can never be combined with anything 
unreal or changing. To him, unreality is non-existent like 
things seen in a dream or an image on a mirror or a sky­
flower. On this background, are to be understood the 
arguments of Nagarjuna. 

In order to establish the existence of, or reality of the 
Tathagata, Nagarjuna says, it should be shown that the 
Tathagata 

(a) is the same as the constituents (skandhas), or 

(b) is different from the skandhas, or 

(c) & (d) is in the skandhas or vice versa. or 

(e) is possessed of the skandhas (skandhavan). 

He contends that none of the five propositions is true, and so 
the existence or reality of the Tathagata cannot be established. 
His detailed arguments are as follows : -

There are two sets of skandhas, viz., the usual five consti­
tuents (rupa, vedana, etc.) and the five acquisitions of a 
Tathagata, viz., perfection in moral precepts, meditations, 
knowledge, emancipation, and insight and knowledge of 
emancipation (§ila, samadhi, prajiiii, vimukti, vimuktijiiana­
darsana). As the second set of skandhas is not applicable 
to all beings, Nagarjuna takes up the question of the identi­
fication of the first set of skandhas with Tatbagata and shows 
bow it is untenable. 
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ls T. identical with the •skandlzas ? 

Nagarjuna (henceforth abbreviated as N,) says that_ if 
T. be identical with skandhas, it would be like identifying 
fire with firewood in other words action and actor become , • t 
one and the same; further if T., the Pure Being, on ac~~un 
of its identity with skandhas, would also be subject to ongrna· 
tion and destruction. Both of these are not acceptable. 

ls T. separate from the skandhas? 

N. says, if T. and the substantial cause (upiidiina· 
skandhas) be separate it would be like fire as not being 

• "t 
dependent on firewood. If fire be separate from firewood,_ 1 

need not be ignited, ·proving thereby the futility of exertion 
(iirambha-vaiyartha1!1). Likewise if T. be without any cause 
(anupiidiina), it would follow that one could become a ~­
without exertion. Again if T. be separate from the conSU· 
tuents, he would be without the characteristics of skandha5 

(askandhalak~a,;a). Hence, it cannot be established that the 
T. and the skandhas are separate entities. 

N. then argues if the separateness of T. and skandh~s 
cannot be established, there cannot arise the other posst· 
bilities, viz., skandhas arc in T.; T. is in skandhas; T • is 
possessed of ska11dhas. Thus, N. concludes that the T. can 
nei ther be proved as identical with skandhas nor separate 
from them, and hence there is no T., the T. who is generally 
supposed to be the ultimate perfect state of a being. Further, 
as the • • • t re is no continuity of a being (bhavasantatl). it canno 
be established that the same being has become a T. 

Does T. exist relatively? 

It may be contended by some that though it is not possible 
to establish directly the existence of T., it may be shown that 
T. exists with reference to something else, viz.. basic cause 
(upiidiina), of which T. is an image, a reflection of pure 
skandhas similar to the reflection of an object seen on a 
mirror. N. refutes this contention by saying that 
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(a) that which appears by depending on something else, 
e. g. the reflection on a mirror, is substanceless (aniitma) and 
whatever is substanceless is unreal (ni{1svabhava). Hence, 
there is no ground for holding that the so-called T. exists in 
reality. 

(b) Again, if T. had been really existent, then only it 
would have been possible to establish the separate existence 
(parabhava) of skandhas by showing their apartness (para­
tv~1n) from T. As it has been already proved that T. is non­
existent by its own nature (svabhavatah) like the son of a 
barren woman, the question of separate ~xistence (para-bhiiva) 
of_ skandhas does not arise, so it is futile to argue that the 
existence of T. can be proved at least with reference to the 
sk~ndhas, with which apartness (paratva) and hence separate 
existence (parabhavatva) of T. is out of the question. 

Does T. become apparent on account of skandhas? 

Now. it may be contended that T. is not to be spoken of 
as identical with. or separate from. the skandhas; he is known 
only When he takes up (upiidiiya) the skandhas1 • Nagarjuna 
replies that this position also is not tenable, because it implies 
the existence of T. as prior to. and distinct from. skandhas; and 
that T. had skandhas later on, just as we say, Devadatta exists 
and he later on acquires wealth. From all considerations, the 
conclusion that is arrived at is that T. cannot have existence 
before he has taken up skandhas, i.e., he cannot exist uncaused 
( anupiidiiya) for that would give rise to the fallacy that 
things can originate without a cause. That which does not 
exist at all,2 how can it take up something else,3 viz., the 
skandhas (upadanas). 

1 The object of the opponents of Nagarjuna is to say that T. may 
exist for ever, but only when be takes up the aggregates (skand/zas), be 
becomes apparent to us. 

2 e.g. flower in the sky, son of a barren woman. 
3 Just as it is meaningless to say that the flower in the sky has red 

petals. 
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From the above it follows that a thing, which is not taken 
up by something else, cannot be regarded as upiidaua. N. 
says: now that it has been established that T. was no~­
existent before the acquisition of skandhas, and that T., m 
fact, did not take up the, skandhas, then, is it proper to 
regard a thing as a cause of some other thing even if the latter 
does not receive the former (in some shape or other). Hence, 
the skandlzas should not be regarded as the cause of T. A 
thing not tak~n up by something else cannot cannot be called 
a cause (upiidiina) of the latter. As there is nothing without 
substantial cause (nirupiidana), there can be no Tathagata.1 

The T., when examined in the five-fold ways2 (i.e. identity, 
difference, etc.), has been shown as neither existing by itself 
(svabhiivatalJ,), nor with reference to the skandhas (=upiidiinas) 
(i.e. parabhiivatalJ,). Moreover the skandhas themselves are 
non-existent, because they are dependently originated (pramya 
samutpannatviit). 8 

The above arguments are based on Mahayanic 
siinyatiiviida, of which Nagarjuna is an exponent. The 
Siinyatavadins do not admit the earthly existence of 
Buddhas, who, according to them, are created forms or 
apparitions of the real and eternal Tathagatas, identified 
with the ever existing Truth. Nagarjuna is not prepared to 
admit the contention of the sravakayanists that a Bodhisattva 
after countless existences becomes a Burldha as did Gautama 
Buddha, who in his last existence, was composed of five 

1 This may be cleared up by the following simile : Earth is normally 
the material cause of a jar. But unless a quantity of earth is taken up 
and converted into a jar, it cannot be called the cause of the jar. When 
ea~th remains unutilised, it is not the material cause of the jar; and the 
existence of the jar cannot be asserted. From this, N.'s conclusion is 
that there is neither the material cause nor the jar. 

2~ Cf. M. Vr., p. 435: ~1'4~rn:5lt'(llq"t34 I g; q!ij" q;n: ~­
~ I 

3 For detailed arguments see M. Vr., ch. IV. 
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constituents. The Sravakayanists uphold the view that after 
mahaparinibbiina, Buddhas lose their individuality and become 
Tathaaata • d. . . 
t O • s. ID istmguishable from tbe eternal Truth, 1 and 
hey do not admit the existence of a persisting entity 

(pudgala) in a being apart from the ever changing consti­
tuents. and any question about the existence of the Tathagata 
~fter his passing away from mortal world really raises the 
Issue Whether there is any persisting entity in a being, and 
whether that entity continues to exist after the being is 
absolutely cleansed of his impurities, attains emancipation 
a nd passes away for ever. To put it in another way. does 
thc entity (pudgala) exist in Nirvana eternally, or not? 
As ~he existence of that entity-the p0ersonality of beings-is 
demed, the question whether there is a Tathagata (the person) 
after his demise cannot arise, and any answer, if given, 
~oulct be misleading, and so it is safer and better to leave 
It as avyakata or anirvacan'iya. 

The Tathagata is beyond the scope of knowledge. The 
only positive statement that can be made about him 
is that he is pure knowledge devoid of all conceptions 
(nirvikalpajiiana). The Mahayanists also admit the reality 
of the Tathagatas 2 but do not make any statement about 
their attributes (ni~prapafica). They further state that those, 
Who claim to have seen his form (riipa) and acted according 
to his words. are really making wrong exertions. The real 
Buddhas are to be seen in their universal body (dharmakiiya) 
and as the eternal Truth (dharmatii). Those who do not 

I According to the Theravadins and Sarvastivadins, Nirval}.a exists 
but is devoid of any individuality. It is like the sea of one taste, one 
colour etc. and in which all rivers of different names, colours, tastes 
lose their individual characters. 

2 M. Vr., p. 443: -l' :q- cfl:r ~~ Ff65ftWJrfT cr~-rcrr-:rt -,rwrcci 
ii'!" .r: I 

"" 
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realise this fact can never know the real Buddha1 • From 
the above discussions, it may be concluded that according 
to the Buddhists of all ages, whether sravakayanists or 
Mahayanists, Nirva,:za, the abode of Tathagatas, is one aod 

the same; it is transcendental and beyond all conceivable 
attributes ; it is oneness in which there is no individuality. 

1 M. Vr., p. 448: ~ +rt ~ ~~ +rt ~ wrcrg: 1 

ft! ~.!l I $1 ~ I l!.I >HHII cf +:rt r~f ;:<f ~ ::,r,:rr: II 

~ ~ ~ ~m fir cfPl'=fil: I 

~ ~f~ cf m ~i:f.!lT -Fcrmfirg;Jl 11 
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INDEX 

Abhiivamiitra is not N"bb=- 134 Abh -· k I ,1na ayara1a umara I 18f , 
Abhiiiiia 43, 81, 14- .., . 

78n. 1 • - 9 I ; (six) 

Abrahmacariyavasa 30 
Academic teachers, 

kmgs, (:.Sf maintained by 

Acelaka 68 
Adhiccasamuppannika 37, 53 
Adh1sTia 150 
Addhariya (Adhvaryu) 1 4 
Aggihoma 2 ' ' 1 O, 64 

Agnidatta (king) 1 16 
Ahavaniya (sacrificial fire) 10 
Ahiv1jja 2 
Ajatasattu 128 
Ajita Kesakambali 74 ; doctrines 

of, 33-4 
Aiivikas 30 
Ajriiinaviidin 33 
Akii~a, 194£, 215; co t· f ncep 10n o , 

273 
Akiriyaditt,hi 141. 242 
Alaya-vijiiana 285 
Allahabad 116 
Amaravikkhepika 33f, 51f 
Ambapali 117f, 129 
Aniigami 141. 252 ; five subclasses 

of, 264-5 
Ananda 106, 113, l 29f 
AnantaviiiiiiiQa (not Nibbana) 

283, 287 
Anathapi1Jc;]ika 73, 109 
Anatta 96, 137, 229f, 291, 301 
Anchorites 66 
Anekiintavii.da 32 
Anga 118, 120, 122 
A11girasa 1, 4 
A1igulimala, life of, 123 
Anityata, exposition of, 242-4 
Annihilationist 58f 

Antiinantikft 37, 47f 
Antaraparinibbavi 251 
Anuruddha 106: 132 
Anusaya (seven) 146. 150 
~nussati (ten) 150, I ?Of 
Apana (in Ai1ga) 123n 
Apara Brahman 19, 23 
Aparagodana 80 
Apariyapurma (Nihbiina) 162 
Apatit,thitaviiiiiiiQa 285-6 
Appana (in jhana) 173, I84f 
Aprat1sa111khyanirodha 272(, 277 
Ardhapluta 265n 
Ara9a K5.lnma 24, 88 
Arhat 43, 141, 252, 293. 365-7 
Arhathood, two ways of attain-

ment of, 270-1 
Ariyasacca, meaning of, 141 
AruQi 15 
Arupadhatu 196f 
Arupavacara 60n, 152 ; ~-citta) 

203-4 
Aruppas (four) l 76f 
Asankhata (three) 272f 
Asankharaparinibbayi 264 
Asafiiiivada 37, 53 
Ascetic practic,es 153 
Asita (r~i) 81f 
Asoka 35n, 117 
Assaji 96f 
Assaka 125 
Assalayana (paribbajaka) 71 
Assamedha 1, 3 
Asubha (ten for meditation) 169 
Asvaghosa 118, 126 
Atharva-vedic rituals 2, 4, 149 
Atman. 14, 44 ; refutation of, 

229-; definition of, 235 
Atreya 19 
At,thaka 1 
Avanti 118 
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Avijja 92; exposition of, 221 
Aviruddhaka 75 
AyaJ:isOlika 76 

Biihuka (river) 6 
Bahvrica 1 
Bala (five) 249 ; (ten) 295 
Biirhaspatya 34, 53, 61 
Bavari (ascetic) 125 
Bhadda Kapilani 102-3 
Bhaddiya 96, 106 
Bhallika 93 
Bharadvaja 1 
Bhava, meaning of, 226f 
Bhavasantati 228, 299 
Bhavangadtta 208f 
Bhik~acarya 21 
8hik~u-slitra 76 
Bhoganagara 130 
BhutaviJia 2 
Bhntu 2, 4 
Birnbisara 101, 120 
Bindusara 21 
Bodhipakkhiya-dhamma 130, 147, 

246-51 
Bodhiriijakumara 114 
Bodhisatta, ascetic practices of, 

89 ; attainments of, 92 ; four 
sights seen by, 82 ; marriage 
of, 84 ; meditation of, 92 ; 
ploughing festival attended by, 
82 ; retirement of, 86 ; route 
of. 87 ; trial of strength of, 84 

Brahman 4, 14 
Briihma1;as (ancient), five dhammas 

of. 3 ; goal of, 4-5 ; (r~is) 6 
Brahmanic sacrifices 4-5 
Brahmanism, opposition to, 
Brahmajiilasutta, heretical doc-

trines in, 35f 
Brahmavihiira (four) 174f, 25] 
BrahmJ:yu (teacher) 124 
Buddha, dispute of Devadatta with, 

15 5 ; first batch of disciples of, 
97 ; first seven weeks of, 93 : 
last journey of. 128 : new 
teaching of, 133-4 ; i-oute of, 130 

Buddhagiwsa 150, 153 
Buddhism. Upanisadic teachi112 

compared to, 22f 

Ciiliva Hill I In 
Can;pii 120, 122, 132 
Cai:i',la Pujjota (king) 116, 119 
Cai1ki 65 
Car:ika 70f 
Ciirvaka 34 
C;ituyamasa111Vara 32 
Cctivas (of Vesali) 130 
Cct~-vimutti 270, 278, 285 
Chanda 88 
Chiindogya 1. 64 
Citta-vippayutta 144, 290 
Civafiiinacittiyat 30 
Constituents of a being. Sec 

Khandha 
Cuncla (blacksmith's son) 131 
Cuti (citta) 209 

Dakki1;iigiri 115 
Dakf?ii:iapatha 125 
Da1;cJapiini 83 
Darfanamarga 254, 257-9 : ex­

position in Kathiivatthu of, 
259 

Dcvadatta 107f ; five rules of, 
156 

Devadhammika 75 
Devakulaiikula 262 
Devayiina 67 
Dhammacakkappavattanasutta 135 
Dharnmakathika 114 
Dhamm,i,nusa.ri 254f. 270 
Dharrnakiiya 303 
Dharmatii 303 
Dhatu 194. 274, 288( ; exposi-

tion of, 211-2 
Dhisana 34 
Dht;ta;•1ga 153; for nuns, 158 
Dhutavada 155 
Dighanakha (paribbiijaka) 126 
Dipa11kara Buddha 78f 
DiHhadhammanibbiinavada 37, 61 
DiHhippatta 270 
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DiHhivisuddhi, attainment of, 144 
Dravya (according to Kosa) 

273, 288 
Dukkha (seven kinds) 137; ex­

position of, 244 
Dukkhatii (three kinds) 245 
Dynamic nature of a being 17, 

215, 278 

Ekahiji (Ekavicika) 261-2 
Ekaccasassatavada (four) 40f 
Ekaniili"t (village) 116 
Elements (mahabhiita), inseparable, 

243 

Famine at Veraiija, 116 
Fatalism, doctrine of, 29 

Gandhiira 118 
Ga11gii 6 
Ganthadhura 276 
Garhapatya (sacrificial fire) IO 
Gavampati 99n 
Gayii 131 
Gayasiri:;a Hill 89 
Giiyatri 4 
Ghosaka (setthi) 128 
Godiivari 125 
Gopa 83 
Gotamaka 75 
Gotrabhii 253f 
Grdhrakuta 125 

Hadayavatthu 207 
Heretical order I 03 
Hermits 66 
Hira1).yagarbha 11 
Hotr 4, 10 

Idappaccayata 13, 215, 221 
Iddhipada (fo11r) 247f 
Iki:;viiku 3 
Indriya (five) 194, 248, 256 
I-ness 231, 291 
lsvara 19 
fambudipa 80 
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Janussoni 65, 125 
Jatila 75[; conversion of, 100 
Javana (citta) 209 
Jetavana, gift of, 109, 125 
Jhiina 61. 92, 143, 160, 291 ; 

practices of, 288-92 
Jivaka, lifo of, 188 
Jiviitman 133. 228 
Jivitendriya 198 
Jyoti~ka (banker), conversion of, 

118 

Kalyii1).amitta (preceptor) 145, 
164, 179 

Kamii.vacara, classification of 
beings of, 60n 

Kamma 17, 68, 134, 242; theory 
of, 240-2 ; three kinds of, 241 

Kammaphala, 18 
Kammatthifna (forty) 162, 165 ; 

mental leanings for, 183 
Kanauj 116 
Kandaramasaka (heretic) 126 
Kapilavastu 77, 131 
Kasia 132 
Kasina (ten) 165 ; meaning of, 

165n 
Kassapa 2, 6, 100 
Kaukk.utika 76 
Kau~thila 126 
Kiiyasakkhi 270 
Keniya r~i, conversion of, 122£ 
Khandhas (five) 137, 144, 194f ; 

order of, 211 ; santiina of, 50 ; 
Tathiigata not related to, 
297-300 

Khayaiia1:1a 92, 214 
Khemii (queen) 127 
Khujjutarii 128 
Kiriya (citta) 208f 
Kiriyaviida 242 
Kisagotami 86 
Kola1pkola (Kulankula) 261-2 
Kolivans 81, 112, 113 
Kor~khattiya (heretic) 126 
Kosamb:i 114f. 126f, 132 
Knigriima 89 
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Kr~i Bharadvii.ja, conversion of, 
115 

K~i:i_1a (sixteen) 256 
K~ar:iikatva 138; exposition of, 

242-4 
K usinagara 13 1 
Kr1tadanta (teacher) 5, 65, 121 
Kutagiirasala 124 

• Kutuhalasiilii. 73 

Langhaka 75 
La1ikiivatara on siimafifiaphala 

262 

Licchavi 124f, 131 
Lokadhatu 194-7 
Lokayata. 34, 53, 61 
Lurnbinivana 81 

Miigandiyii 75, 115 
Magga (atthaligika) 139f 
Mahabrahma 93 
Mahiikacciiyana 116f, 127 
Mahiikappina 127 
Mahiika&yapa, life of, 102-3 
MahakoHhita 126 
Maha.Ji (Licchavi) 124 
Mahiiniima 91, 117 
Mahii.pajfipati 86, 105, l 13f 
Mahiiparinibbiina 303 
Mahasala (briihma1_1a) 5 
Mahiivastu, Buddha's life in, 77 
Mahavira 27 

Mahesvara, prakrti originated 
from, 23 • 

Mahinda 117 
MajJhima Pat,ipada l 33 
M akkarakat,a forest 117 
Makkhali Gosa.la 74 • doctrines 

of, 29f ' 
Malla 131 

Mallika (queen) 231 
Miilunkyaputta 230 
Mau.imekhalai 30 
Manu (first sacrificer) 4 
Manur;;yakulalikula 262 
Maudgalyayana 135: conversion 

of, 102 • 

Medical aid 119 
McJicin.:, science of, 140 
Meditation, candidate for, 180 ; 

• • • 184 . sub-prehmrnanes to, , 
jects o[, J 64f ; successive steps 
111, 185 

Me!,!ha Ma1_1ava 77f 
Mental training, graduated course 

in, 159 
Metti""tbh.lvanii 126, 150 
Middle country, defined, 80 .. 
Middle Path 95, 133[ ; exposition 

of, 142-7 
Migiiramiitupasada 122 
Mithila 124 
Morals in Upanh;;ads 21-2 
r-.-toral pi:;ecepts (twentyone) 148 
Mucilinda 93 
Mulasarviistivada 75f, 127 
Muni 67 
Muttiiciira 68 

N ac:iketas 17 
Naccaka 75 
Niigasena 289 
Nanda 106 
Nandamiitii (two) 121 
N::ilaka (N aradatta) 81 
Naliigiri, subjugation of, 108 
Neraiijarii 89 

Nibbiina (Nirvii1_1a), 115, 154, 228, 
279f ; compared to rilpa, 288 ; 
ethical attributes of, 293-4; 
highest happines~, 282 ; infinite 
286 ; metaphysical attributes 
of, 294; not anantaviiina1.ia, 

283-8 ; not annihilation, 28 I. 
287 ; not immanence, 281 ; 
not a state or object, 290 ; 
perceived by the wise, 289 ; 
positive and neg--.tive attributes 
of, 282 ; real, 282-3, 287-8 : 
what is, 279 ; whether pudgala 
in, 303 

Nibbedhabhagiya 54, 162 
Niga1_1thas 68 
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Nigarytha Nataputta 74, 120; 
lloctr111es of, 3 If 

Nigrodha 72-3 
Nim1tta (palibhiiga, uggaha) 166 
Nirodha. 138, 147; anupiidisesa 

139 ; apratisa111khyii 272 ; 
saupadiscsa 289 ; pratisa111kbyii 
272 ; timeless 272[ ; not a 
dhatu or dravya 278 

Nissayas (four) 154 
Nivara1,1as 146 
Nuns, formation of order of, 105 
Okkiika 3 

Paccaya (twentyfour) 217f 
Pakativii.din 216 
Pakudha Kacc:iyana 74; doctrines 

of, 35 
Palibodha (to meditation) (ten) 

163 
Pal).ini 75f 
Pafifiii 13~, 193 ; exposition of, 

144-7 
-- dhura 255 
-- vimutti 267f, 270, 278 
- - visuddhi 290 
Parama.tman 14, 133 
Prtrami (ten) 79n 
Paribbiijaka 62, 70f, 120 
-- arama 73 
-- molibaddha 73 

Parikamma-nirnitta 185 
Parileyyaka forest 115 
Pasenadi 11 lf, Sf, 122f 
Pat,aligama 128f 
Patibhaga-nimitta 173, 184f 
Pat,1ccasamuppada 9Z, 135f, 296; 

exposition of, 214-28 
Pfit;ikaputta (heretic) 126 
Patimokkha 15lf 
Pat,ipada (four) 161, 254 
Patisambhida 126, 267 
Patisandhi 208f, 220f 
--- citta 220f 
--- vif1iUi1J,a 240 
Piiva 131 
Payaga 6 
Perception, process of, 208-9 

Pessimism 19f 
Phalgu (river) 6 

309 

Pilgrimage, four places of, 131 
Pil).Qola Bharadvaja 111, 126 
Piil.giya 125 
Pipphalima1;i.ava 102 
Pisaca 75 
l'itryana 67 
Pluta 265n 
Prakrti 23[, 40, 141, 216, 229 
Pravargya (in sacrifice) 10 
Pravrajin 67 
Preceptor (spiritual), qualifications 

of, 179 
Pratisai:µkbyii-nirodha 272f; mean-

mg of, 275 
Priests for sacrifices, selection 

of, 10 
Pubbiiriima 122 
Puclgala 197, 231, 303 
-- sunyata 291 
Pukkusa 80 
Punnabhaddii. 75 
Pu;fi1;i.a (coin) 78 . 
Pural).a Kassapa 74, 124 ; doctnnes 

of, 28 
Purisamedha 1, 3 
Pun)a Maitrii..yal).Iputra 97 
Purohita 64 
Purva Videha 80 
Puskarasii.ti (king) l 18f 
Puthujjau 141; meaning of, 253 

Rajagaha 120f, 132 
Rii.hula 86. 105 
Rammaka 78 
Rii"?trapii.lapariprccha. 127 
Rat,1;,hap;lla, conversion ?f, 127 'f 
Rebirth, not transmigration, 221 

Recluse, life of, 21 
Religion, post-V.edic, 9 
Revata Khadira"aniya (brother of 

Sariputta) 126 

Saccaka (Licchavi teacher) 125 
Sacrifices (Brahmanic) 10; (full 

moon and new moon) 11 ; 
(Vedic) 9 
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Saddhanusari 254-7, 270 
Saddhadhura 255 
Saddha.vimutta 255, 270 
Sa.gala 127 
Sakadagami 121, 141, 252, 263 
Saketa 132 
Sakuludayi 73 
Sakkayadi~thi 141, 260 
Sakyans 80f, 106, l 12f; dispute 

of Koliyans with, 111-2 
Saliivafi (courtesan) 118 
Samadhi 130; meaning of, 159n ; 

kinds of, 160-2 
Samai)a-Brahmai:ia 36, 62, 73 
Samapatti 54, 291 
Samavati (queen) 115, 126 
Sambojjhanga (seven) 249f 
SaIJ1khata 278 ; meaning of, 193 
S1iIJ1khya 23, 40, 216, 229 
Sammuti 193 
Sampaticchana (citta) 209 
Samyiiprasa 1, 3 
Sa111yojana 146, 253 
Sa1ijaya BelaHhiputta 74 ; doctri-

nes of, 33 
Sankara 18n 
Satikassa 116 
Sai1khara 240 ; exposition of, 222f 
- khandha, exposition of, 201 
Sangha, defined, 73f, 76 
Sanghamitta 117 
Safifiakk.handha exposition of, 

200 ' 
Santhiigara 6 
Siiriputta lOlf, 106, 110, 114, 135 
Sarnath 132 
Sarvacyuta 265n 
Sa~ailkharaparinibbayi 264 
Sassataviida 36f 44 • four kinds 

of, 37f; Na~arju~a criticises, 
43 

Satipattha:1a (four) 247 
Sattakkhattuparama 255, 260 
Saupiidis.esa 289 
Savatthi 132 
Savitti 3 
Sela. :r::;i, conversion of, 122f 

Shoes, use of 120 
Siha, Licchavi General, 124 . 
S-11a divisions of, I 5 lf ; eight 

' ~ of householders. 151 ; 1 

Digha Nikaya 148-9 ; in 

Majjhima Nikiiya 150 
Silavisuddhi 144 ; exposition of, 

142-3 
Si!avralapariimar,;a 260 
Simhahanu 84 
So;1adanda teacher, 122 
So1~a K~tlka1_1rya I 17, 127 
Soreyya 116 
Sotiipanna I 19, 141, 252f, 259-61 
Sot ii paltiyai1ga 256 
Soul, 72, I 34f ; absence of, 141 ; 

Briihmanic view of, 15, 18n, 
230 ; Buddha on, 135 ; con- • 
ceptions of, 59f: different 
types of, 233 ; Niigarjuna on, 

234 ; p;;I).ini on_. 70 ; relation 
of khandhas to, 232, 236f ; 
transmigration of, 17 ; opinion 
of Vatisiputriyas about 230; 
vijfiiina identified with, 230 

Subhadda 132 
Subhiiti, nephew of Anathapii)-

.;lika, 126 
Suddhodana 80f, 103f 
Sujiita 89f 
Sumcdha Briihmai)a 78f 
Su1psumiira Hill 141 
Sukaramaddava, meaning of, 131 
Sunakkhatta, Licchavi prince, 

125 
Suiifiati:i 291, 302 
Syadvada 31 

Tadiiramma1)a in process of con-
ception 209 

Taittiriya 1 
Takkasila 118, 123 
Tamrapan)iya 202f 
Tai:iha 137, 146, meaning of, 225 
Tapas 21. 32, 62, 67 
Tarukkha." (teacher) 65 



'fath.i.gata 292 ; conception of, 
295 ; existence or non-exis­
tence after death of, 297 ; khan­
dhas not related to, 297f ; 
upiic.Jana not related to, 300f ; 
N:igfi rjuna on, 397f 

Tathatii. 296 
Tedaryc;Iika 75 
Theravada 155 
Titthiya 1 J 1 
Todeyya (teacher) 65 
Transmigration. Sec Rebirth 
Trapui:,a 93 
Truths (four) 92f, 133, 137, 188f, 

effects of insight into. 141 ; 
exposition of, 1391 

Ubhatobhagavimutta 267-9 
Ucchedavada (dit,t;hi) 37, 58, 133, 

141, 238 
Uda~,i 103 
Uddharn.1:ighiitanika 57 
Udena (king) 114, 128 
Uggahanin1ltt:i I 84 
Ujjcni 117. 119 
Upani~uds, Buddhism how related 

to, 22f ; household life in. 
21 ; moral instructions in, 
21-2 

Upaciira (in meditation) 186 ; ex­
position of, 84£ 

Upiidana 44f, 51, 300f; (three) 
146 ; exposition of, 225-6 245 

Upahacca-padnibbiiyi 254 
Upali 108i 
Upali gah,.tpati, conversion of, 

120 
Upasad ceremony (in st~crifice) 10 

Upati~ya. Se,e Sariputta 

Vehapphala 55 
Velugiima 129 
Vekhanassa 76 
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Veluka1,11aki (Nandamata) 121 
Verafija (Vairambha) 116; famine 

at, J Hi 
Vcsii.li 125, 131 
Vesarajja (four) 295 
Ves5iimitta 1 
Vijiiapt1mfttratii 285 
Vimala Kond&iiiia 120n 
Vimokkha (e.ight) 54n, 267-9 
Vimutti 130 
Vinaya (Sarvastivada) 127 
Vindyadhara 114 . 
Viiiiiana (three) 204-6 ; (eighty-

• • 285; nine) 208 ; apatitthita, 
interpretation of, 284~ . 

Vifiiia1_1.akkhaodha, expo5it1on of, 

202 
Viiiiiii\latthiti 54n, 60 
Vipaka (citta) 207i 
Vipassana 254£ ; (dbura) 
Vic;:ikha. life of, l 22 
Visuddhi 144, 266£ 
Vott;hapana (citta) 209 

276 

231 Yajiiavalkya l 5, 19f, 71 ' 
Yajurveda 4 
Yakkha 6 
Yamataggi 1 . of, 
Yasodharii 84 ; converswn 

105 285, 293 Yogii.cara 20'.!, 210f, 
Yo;,1vac8.ra 184 
Ya?,a 98f 
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