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PREFACE

Since the publication of Gunavisnu’s Chandogyamantra-bbasya in
the SanskritSahitya Parishad Series in 1930, the Parishad had been think-
ing of publishing a critical edition of Halayudha’s Brahmana-sarvasva
which, like Gunavisnu’s Bhasya, is a pre-Sayana commentary on select
Vedic Mantras. The wotk however could be undertaken after a long
lapse of time. The Government of West Bengal graciously came forward
to help the undertaking, and the task was very kindly entrusted to
me by the Parishad.  In spite of the fact that I had the good fortune
of utilising for my edition a large amount of manuscript materials as
described in the Introduction, there remains a number of readings
in the Brabmapa-sarvasva manifestly opposed to the evidence of
some more reliable Vedic texts. The Brabmana-sarvasva had
appatently become at one time so popular that all sorts of
persons were eager to copy it out, introducing in their haste and
ignorance various types of errors in the manuscripts. [ have not had
recourse to any unauthoritative emendations in these cases, as I believe
with Dr. M. Wiaternitz that an editor ‘has to edit, and not to
correct his text, and even a grammatically impossible reading has to
be retained, if 1t is warranted by the best authority” (Introduction to
Apastamba-mansrapatha, XV). The extremely corrupt nature of
most of the manuscripts retarded my progress at every step, and I had
to overcome the difficulties by falling baclk upon new materials borrow-
ed from time to time from different corners of India. My special
thanks are due in this connection to the authorities of the Asiatic
Society, but for whose help I could not have borrowed manuscripts
from the Libraries situated at distant patts of the country. I take
this opportunity to express my gratitude to my esteemed friend and
colleague Dr. R. C. Hazra who has very kindly traced for my use all
the verses quoted in the Brahmana-sarvasva as from the Agnipurana to
a manuscript of the Vabnipurana belonging to the Asiatic  Society.

42A, Jibankrishna Mitra Road, D. BHATTACHARYYA
Calcutta-37. June, 1960



INTRODUCTION

None of the Vedic commentators preceding Siyanacarya is
known to have ever attempted at exegetic productions, equalling
those of Sayana, either in variety or in magnitude. Their works,
embodying  sometimes an earlier tradition of interpretation, are
however of great value to students of the Vedic language.
Sdyana’s predecessors may be divided broadly into two groups:
one commenting upon the particular Veda-samhitds, and the
other explaining select Mantras occurring in the different Vedic
texts. Skandasvamin, Madhava, Venkata Maidhava, Uvata and
Bhatta Bhaskara belong to the first group, and Haradata, Guna-
visnu and Halayudha to the second.

Halayudha was a brilliant luminary in the galaxy of talents
that adorned the court of king Laksmanasena of Bengal in the 12th
century A, C. He wrote a large number of works including the
Brabmana-sarvasva, in which he had explained all the Vedic Mantras
prescribed for recitation in cthe various Grhya rites. The personal
facts recorded in the opening verses of his Brabmana-sarvasva have
already been dealt with by several writers.

As there is no critical edition of this important work, its
contents have never been fully discussed. It may now be possi-
ble to make an attempt to assess the value and extent of
Haliyudha’s contributions in the domain of Vedic exegesis and
to gather the lictle known facts of his life including details of
some of his unknown works. The condition of Vedic scholat-

1 See Yoges Chandra Sastri, A Note on Halayudha, the Author of
Brahmana-sarvasva, Journal and Proc. : A, S. B., 1905, p. 35, M. M.
Chakravarti, Sanskrit Literature in Bengal during the Sena Rule, J4SB, 1906,
p. 176; Contributions to the History of Smrti in Bengal and Mithila, JASB,
1915, pp. 327 . ; P. V. Kane, History of Dhbarmasastra, Vol. 1 (1930),
pp. 298 f£. ; S. K. De, Sanskrit Literature, History of Bengal, Vol. 1 (Dacca
1943), pp. 355 ff. ; J. C, Ghosh, Indian Culture, Vol. 1, p. 505; R. C. Hazra,
Annals of the Bbandarkar Oriental Research Institute, 1951, pp. 38 £. fn.
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ship in Halayudha’s time as reflected jy his  significant obser-

vations will also be possiblc to be studied,

The Need of the Edition

The Brabmana-sarvasva was twice lithographed in Devanagari

2 . . .
character at Banaras,® and reproduced Incompletely in Bengali charac-

. . 3 . .
ter three times in Calcutta.® These publications, however, are not

dependable,  The texts as printed often yicld no sense and are found
frequently opposed to the weighty evidence of the manuscripts,
Macdonell’s remarks found in the Introduction to s edition of the
Brhaddevata regarding a previous edition of that work apply more
fictingly in the case of the Brabmana-sarvasvq issued from Banaras
and Calcutta.  Macdonell says:*  “Its value I estimate ac less than
that of a single good Ms.; for it is full of defects of which such a Ms,
would be free. Besides a large number of misprints, it contains many
-mpossible readings...,..omissions of lines, insertions of undoubtedly
spurious lines, and lacunae.”

As 1s natural in 3 case like this, the unauthentic readings in the
ptintal text have led SChOlal'S to COI]ClUSiOl)S W[]icll arc su‘ikingly
wrong.  Four such instances may be mentioned bere :

()  Misled by the printed reading g@migsear gfawt’, many
scholars have taken Ujjvala as the name of Halayudha’s
mother, but the line in question in as many as cleven
manuscripts consulted by me is to be read as TAEISTAL
gfeat, which simply indicates that Halayudha’s mother
was the consort (grbin?) of a sacrificer (yajvan).

(1) Again, the wrong reading ST18T WERTEAT introduced in the

2 First published in Samvat 1935 (1879 A. C,) by Ambarji Sakole, again
in Samvat 1943 (1887 A. C.) without the name of the publisher even,

3 Published by Tejashchandra Vidyananda first in B. E. 120 (1883 A.C)
and later reprinted twice. This is only a partial reproduction of the Banaras
publication of Samvat 1935,

4 Brbaddevata (Harvard Oriental Serics), Vol. I, p. x,

5 Brabmana-sarvasva, Introductory verse No, 8 (p. 2), The verse refers ¢
Dhanafjaya’s wife (grbini) who was the mother of Halayudha.
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. X . incorrect 3 lon

printed texe® s responsible FOf ¢che incorrect “usscn.f

that Haliyudha had once beld the post of the Chie

Minister  of Lipe Laksmanasena. The overwhelming
. D L3 re .

cvidence of the Mss, in this cas¢

qET AT, suooesting that the great scholar had only
o0 o .
vour from the king.

supports the reading

) become a worthy recipient of fa

(i) In one of the opening yerses Uvata’s name has been printed
either Nugada or M:gudaﬂ:.
ﬁs:szm:g'né:r (also H‘gt:'fa) e <frd ST fgad. This .ndlcu¥ous
reading has given rise to the belief that there was 1n ancient
times 2 Vedic commentator called Nugada or Muguda®.
It is stated in the Twenty-five Years of Vedic Stadies that
Nugadacarya g the first scholiast to start the practice of
commcntix.)g only on a particular portion of the Veda”. Th.C
statement 1s based on he assumption that «“Halayudha, 1n his
Brabmana-sarvasva, mentions and follows Nugadaciieya”.

(tv)  Halayudha has once mentioned his predecessor Gunavisnu by
name and cited remarks from the Cbﬁndogyamantm-bbz?;ya as

Zfr TUAETE®. Buc the passage containing the name has strangely
been printed in the Baparas Editions as 3fq Juffaser and
gfd Tufafae®.  Had these words been printed correctly, no
one could have thought of making Gunavisnu a post-Sayana
Vedic commentator, as has actually been done.**

The printcd documents being so unreliable and misleading, a

6 Dr. (=Br§bma{m-sarvasva), verse No, 10.

7 Nugada: Banaras Edition of Samvat 1935, fol. 3; Calcutta Edition of
B. E. 1335, p. 5. Muguda: Banaras Edition of Samvat 1943, p. 2.

8 Nugada: H. P. Sastri, Presidential Address, Burdwan Literary
Conference, Szbitya Parisat Patrika, vol, xxxi, 268; Journal of the Bibar and
Orissa Research Socicty, vol. v, p. 173. Muguda: Bhagavaddatta, Vaidik
Vanmayom ka Itibas, vol, i, part 2, p. 106.

9 R. N. Dandekar in the Progress of Indic Studies, 1917-1942, (Poona
1942), p. 22.

10 See Edition of Samvat 1935, fol. 1035; Edition of 1943, fol. 81b.

11 See A. Venkatasubbiah, Journal of Oriental Research, vol. ix.
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critical edition of Halayudha’s Brabmana-sarvasva was considered
necessary.

Materials for the Edition

I have based this edition of the Brabmana-sirvasva on the under-
noted Mss. and printed copies of the work and have also used ocher
materials described below for settling the text:

(1) Manascript Materials

1. % AMs. in Bengali character belonging to the Sanskric
Sahitya Parishad (No. 58)containing 131 folia of 8 lines each with the
first and the last folia written on one side only. It has the colophon
WEaREREA g FRiEagaEd aagade gagd, with  the  post-
colophon sentence iR wfdweg + But the contents do not go
beyond smagearaafaa=a: ending wich the verse quoted from Yama:

qaF A FAATAALT AT |
gaEdstE g g qa

Two other Mss. # and #® belonging to the Sanskrit Sahitya
Parishad, and similar to % in natute have also been utilised 1n the
edition.

2. @A Ms. in Bengali character deposited in the Vangiya Sahicya
Parishad (No. 2125). It is incomplete with folia 1-71 ending in
Tt ifaarasTedt 7 garaT and again folia 1-19  beginning
with q@ FUEITEM-AL continuing up to ( Gra=diwi ) fag fFaEgh-
fearfrergm e

3. @—This is an incomplete and confused Ms. deposited in the
Vangiya Sahitya Parishad—not of much use.

4. 9—A Ms. deposited in the Asiatic Society (IIL. D 14). It
belonged originally to the College of Fort William as evidenced from
scals in Urdu, Hindi and Bengali on both sides of the cover. The
date entered on the outer leaf of the Ms. is 1825 written in English,
It is incomplete with 124 leaves and is similar in every respect to .
It ends with the sentence HETA, AISTILL-

5. —This Ms. also deposited in the Asiatic Soctety ([ A4g)
has on its last page an entry in English ‘College Fort William 1825”,
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Weritten in Bengali character on thick and coloured handmade paper of
foolscap size, it is bound along with a Ms. of Gunavisnu’s Chandogya-
mantra-bbasya. It is complete and dated Z#ERT: w3y FRSATEATE-
fga@tar.  The Ms. has lacuna here and there and a big gap from the
last portion of Wwrafafar: to maraa=aT:.

6. a—Written in Bengali character on handmade paper of
foolscap size, the Ms. belongs to the Asiatic Soctety (II A 11) and s
bound along with Mss. of Smrti Sambhitds numbering 16. The
Brabmana-sarvasva ends at p. 212 with the colophon seraafusweras-
frEdeaiIsdl  AEUEIEY  WEAGATIFIGAEE B garga. This
Ms. also bears the seals of the College of Fort William,

7. F—This fragmentary Ms. procured through the kind help
of Pandit Janakinath Sastri contains only the Mantras relating to

frare, Frewaw, TAYE, TR, I9aaT and gataad.  Io is mingled
with another work of Veda-bhasya containing explanations of 100

Mantras by another author—ending with the colophon zf&d Tmm=a
W{Jﬁ: S71z%: AT, but beginning with the agamwm—
S SRR Q= §ar |
FAHEITSEY WIoAE g fafaerd o
The fyqigaras of the Brahmana-sarvasva begin at folio 26b with

a new HFATEI .
%g gRaam FuTerHaTg-
fagemraaarea: & qeafas: |
gguaafagres mifwg: dfga:
FaQAAAtE: THYN] g5F:

The Ms. not following the order of Mantras maintained 1n other
Mss. ends with the Hmaa"aq:ﬁ's—@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂ%fﬁ%ﬂ%&l@%ﬁ STRIQ-
ATEY FATATAAAATEAT.

8. —This Ms. complete in 183 leaves belongs to the Sarasvati
Bhavan, Banaras (No. =rm w3=R). It is written in Devanagari charac-
ter and is generally correct.

9. w—This Ms. deposited in the Sarasvati Bhavan, Banaras
(No. =1 =¢3) has no beginning, and, with the leaves 36-84 and 85-141
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extends up to the end of IEEeIATTAT fawdt wreemem 7. 1c
is written in Devanagari character and is dated 1766.

10. s—This incomplete Ms. belonging to the Sarasvati Bhavan,
Banaras could not be of much use.

11. g—This Ms. originally belonging to the Deccan College,

Poona is now deposited in the Bhandarkar QOriental Research Institute

No. g
A 1833—-84

The Ms, is complete with lacunae here and there.

(Ms. of —New No. 3—age Samvat 1909, leaves 126)

‘12, §—This palm-leat Ms. in Bengali character was lent by Sri
Anantalal Thakur of the Mithila Institute, Darbhanga. Old and
worn out, the Ms. has neither the beginning nor the end—with
folia 4-79, and sixty-five folia without number.

(1) Printed Materials

13. g—Printed in Bengali by Tejaschandra Vidyavinod first in
B.E. 1290 (=1883 A.C.) in Calcutta, and later reprinted twice in
Battala, Calcutta. This is only a partial reproduction of the Banaras
publication of Samvat 1935 () described below.

14. F—Lithographed shabbily in Devanagari at Banaras in
Samvat 1943 (1887 A.C.) without the name of the publisher even.

15. g—Published in Litho-print at Banaras in Samvat 1935
(1879 A.C)) by Ambarji Sakole. I have already expressed my

opinion about the value of these three uncritical publications with
absurd readings of immense varieties.

(1)  Other Materials
16. g—Satrughna’s Mantrarthadi pika published in  Kashi
Sanskrit Series at Banaras. The author fourishing in the 16th century
incorporated in his work Halagudha’s Mantra explanations verbatim,

which_ have helped me sometimes in settling the textsof the Brabmana-
SATVASVA.

17. @—The Sﬁmagamantm-vyﬁkbyina of Ramanitha Vidya-

vacaspatt. A fragmentary manusctipt of this valuable work was

lent to me by Prof. Dines Chandra Bhattacharya of Hughly. Rama-
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nitha has discussed statements of the Brabmana-sarvasva in profusion

and the Ms. has thus come to my use.

The Nature of the Work

The Brabmana-sarvasva contains expositions of Vedic Mantras
which are used in connection with the domestic ceremonies performed
by the followers of the Kanva recension of the Vijasaneya Yajurveda.
As the Paraskara-grbyasiitra happens to be the Satra manual used by
the Vijasaneyas for their Grhya rites, the bulk of the Mantras ex-
plained by Haldyudha in the Brahmana-sarvasva is found rubricated
in that Sacra.

As will be seen from his own statement, Halayudha has purposely
dealt with a collection of Mantras only of a moderate size, not more
than four hundred in number. The collection includes not only
metrical lines taken from the Vedic Samhitas, but also a number of
prose formulas found nowhere except in the Paraskara-grbyasitra.
The distinctive feature of the commentary in the Brahmana-sarvasva
lies in the fact that along with the Mantra exposition, the author has
dealt elaborately with the procedure to be followed in different sacra-
ments and Vedic rituals, He has cited in this connection thousands
of authoritative statements from Brahmanas, Sitras, Putanas and
Dharmasastra literature in such a manner that sometimes the Brazbmana-
sarvasva appears to have assumed the character of a Smrti digese.'

12 Works and authors cited in the DBrabmana-sarvasva include the
following :
Vedic Works:

Samhitas, Taittiriya Brahmana, $atapatha Brahmana, Chandoga (Arseya)
Brahmana, Pada-patha, Anukramanika.

Ritualistic Works: (Srauta and Grhya Siitras with PariSistas)

Advalayana Grhyasiitra, Kathaka Gr, Katydyana Srauta-satra, Katyayana-
Sraddhasiitra, Gobhila Gr, Gobhila-snanasiitra-paridista, Gobhila-suta-samhit,
Chandoga-parisista, Paraskara Gr, Bahvtca-grhya-parifista, Maitrayaniya-
pari$ista, Yajfiaparéva-pariéista, Satyayana.

Dbarmasastra Works: (Sttras and Sambhitas)

Angiras, Atri, Apastamba, Usanas, Rsyasrnga, Gadya Vyasa, Gotama,

Jatakarnya, Jabala, Devala, Narada, Paradara, Paithinasi, Brhad Yama, Brhad

2
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The work is, however, according to the author’s own declaration,
intended mainly to serve the purpose of a commentary on Vedic
Mantras, and the discourse on Puranic and other subjects has entered
into the work only incidentally :

wa afy gEfcdTageTg  dfEfwear 77w |t afa

Co

TR A Ao Te e AT e T IaaR AqT AT, | qraTy
g R@AasE @dg . ( Br., p. 125)

That the aim of the Brabmanpa-sarvasva is an exposition of Vedic
Mantras has again been stressed by the author in connection with his
explanation of the reason as to why he has left out from his work the
treatment of the Bali oblations. The Bali oblations, says Halayudha,
have not been dealt with, because they require no application of

Vedic Mantras:

T IAAAATRARIIE (T afaraGaas, et T
sqrexrEr: « - (Br., p. 156)
In spite of this emphasis on the exegetical purpose of the work, the
Brabmana-sarvasva has acquired the unique distinction of the double
character of a ritualistic digest and a Vedic commentary.

Visnu, Brhan Manu, Brhaspati, Baudhdyana, Manu, Marici, Yatidharma,
Yama, Yajnavalkya, Yogi-yajfiavalkya, Laghu Yama, Laghu Visnu, Laghu
Harita, Likhita, Vasistha, Vispu (also named Vasudeva), Vrddha Satatapa,
Vrddh Apastamba, Vyisa, Sankha, Satatapa, Samvarta, Sumantu, Harita.

Puranic Works:

Agni (=Vahni) Purana, Kirma P., Narasimha P., Padma P., Brhal Linga P,
Brahma P., Bhavisya P., Matsya P., Mahabhirata, Markandeya P., Linga P.,
Vardha P., Vayu P, Visnu P,, Visnudharmottara P., $imba P., Skanda P.,
Sutasambhira.

Lexical and Grammatical W orks .

Abhidhina (Amarakosa), Nighantu, Nirukta, Panini.
Commentators: .

Uvata, Karka, Gunavisnu, Bhisyakaras,

Works of Immediate Predecessors and Contemporaries :

Suddhidipika (of Stinivisa), Kecit (Krtyakalpataru  of Laksmidharg),
Dvijahnika-paddhati (of T4ang), '

] $raddha-paddhati  and  Pakayajfa-paddhadi
(of Padupati),
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The Genesis of the Brabmana-sarvasva

In the introductory remarks of the Brabmana-sarvasva, Halayudha
has cleatly enunciated the reasons that prompted him to undertake
the task of commenting only on a select body of Vedic Mantras.
In this connection he has presented a picture of the condition of
Vedic studies obtaining in his days among the four different sections
of the Brahmaga community, Utkala, Pascattya, Radhiyaand Varendrs,
living evidently in Bengal. Halayudha has characterised the Vedic
knowledge of all these groups of Brahmanas as not up to the mark,
because none of them followed the correct method of studying the
Veda. The Utkalas and the Pascattyas, who appear to have been
the forefathers of the Daksinatya and Pascattya Vaidikas of the
prescnt day Bengal,*® used only to memorise the Veda without
any regard for the meaning.'* The Radhiyas and the Varendras'
on the other hand, paid more attention to the sacrificial
application of the Mantras, and studied the meanings of only a
portion of the Vedic texts in the light of the Mimamsa school of
interpretation, without caring for memorisation :

STHRANATACREEgTaE g | OeEReReaad e feea
SgrdE FEAEERU R fRterarta: a1 (Br., p. 8)
Halayudha has pointed out defects in both these methods of Vedic

study prevalent in the country among the two principal groups of
Brahmanas mentioned above:

SR gt 3@ are + (Br., p. 9)

The memorisation of the texts together with the comprehension

13 See Indian Culture, vol, i, p. 505.

14 In view of the fact that the Veda-reciters in other parts of India are
known by the name ‘Vaidika’, it is very probable that the Utkalas or
Daksinatyas (coming from the South) and the Paicattyas (coming from the
West), who had, according to Halayudha’s observation, distinguished them-
selves in the recitation (adhyayana) of Vedic texts received the appellation
“Vaidika’, such as Daksinatya Vaidikas and Padcattya Vaidikas.

15 The Radhiyas and the Vairendras are still known by the same name
in Bengal.
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of their meanings is the object of vedzy),

Yayana as enjoined in the
scriptures :

R IEEE I LI O] RECEEICRIC] feammwin 1 (Br., p. 9)

That neither the recitation of the texts nor the realisation of
meanings can singly serve the purpose of ¢e
held also by other competent authorities,1¢

their
a'&dbyayana i1s the view

But in Bengal the Utkalas
mere textual study of the
s used to undertake only

and the Pascattyas remained contented wigh a
Veda,'? while the Radhiyas and the Vitendra

the study of their meanings,®

Condition of Vedic Study

Halayudha’s remarks in the Brabmana-sarvaspa, referred to above,
show clearly that there were in Bengal in the 12th century two
classes of Brahmanas carryiqg on Vedic studies in two different ways,
one preferring anly the fecitation of teXts, and the other favouring
o_nly a  discusston of the  meanings  for  thejy ilp[)“cation
in the viwats. Noue of them could be regarded by Halayudha
as [0“0W;[1g the correct way. Though thC cxistcn(;c of a scholar

like Halayudha is by itself a clear testimony to the fact that
Bengal in the 12th century was not wholly berefe of the right type
of Vedic scholars, the discussion in the Brabmana-sarvasva indicates
the generally defective nature of Vedic studies in the country in
Halayudha’s time. The condition, however, was not peculiar to
Bengal.  Vedic scholarship had fallen o evil days in many other
parts of India. The people of the north and the west in the 11th

century are described in Krsnamiéra’s Prabodbacandrodaya (Act 1I)

16 See Sabara-bbasya, Jaimini-siitra, 1, L1:g g gqEgaHTaTaeIa-ar
qifsT: weamafig | CE. also Vidvariipa’s Bala-kridz, Yajravalkya-smyti, 1, 51+
R TRFTAR F=9q GG 7 g clll

17 WHWEQTW. fFrq (Br., p. 8—printed in previous
editions STt for QTHTT'!]T&'E:[:).

18 ARt FaE B (Bro p.9). (But oxgRIETER
for o{qcﬁﬁn( in the Calcutta edition and the Banaras edition of Samvat 1935).
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i i e Veda is stated to
as having discarded the Veda, In other places £00 th

have become a mere means of livelihood :

AT TR qrgregmey giaa Qfsar: |
- HERATRT Sy SfTATERAT @ |

Mahammedan period of

AdityadarSana, in the middle of the
cline of

Kashmirian history, laments like Halayudha over 2 general de

Vedic study in his province. He observes:*’
Priests claiming Vedic knowledge read
rule, very superficially, and cannot unders -
of even a word from them. They are satisfied with mere

recitation of the texts:
F3Q F1=QT: 9% q9 AT |
TIAAFATETH A=Y FIT9T 1)
ST W T WAL FAII, |

Vificheévara Yajvan, a late Mimamsa author of the south, obscrves
in his Bhattacintamani (1, 3, Adhi 8) that the proper prcscrvatiou
of the Veda cannot be guaranteed by only a line of successive teachers
and the caught (adbyetrparampara), because tlie teachers in many cases
do not know the meanings of the Veda (adbyapakanam prayenarthina-
bbijﬁatayé), and consequently are liable to make alterations in the
Mantra texts through ignorance. The readings adopted by them are
not therefore reliable (pathasyavisvasaniyataya).

Halayudha has diagnosed this untortunate condition as due to a
general decrease of longevity, intelligence, enthusiasm, and faich (zysh-
prajiiotsabadinam  alpatvat). Perhaps a rapid improvement by
the introduction of a radical change in the method of Vedic study
was thought inadvisable. So, Halayudha undertook, rather in despair,
to write a lucid commentary only on those Mantras which were
recited in connection with the observance of daily rites and periodical

the Vedas, as a
tand the meaning

sacraments.

19 See Pakayajia-vivrti (Ms. No. g6, Research Department, Jammu and
Kashmir Government, fol, 21) printed in the Introduction to the Laugaksi-
grbyasiitra, Kashmir Sanskrit Series, p. 8.
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ldeal of Vedic Study

It is better, according to Halayudha, to study even a portion of
the Vedain the correct way, first by acquiring the text and then
by comprehending the meaning :

T Fermraty anfreE gensafe= fe (Br., p. 9)

In support of this proposition Halayudha cites the authority of
Vyasa, who prefers a student, acquiring even a small part of the Veda
by properly reading the text and understanding the sense, to a Brih-
mana merely reading the whole of the four Vedas :

qgt AT gardd iy |
aﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ JgTAr mwwf‘gma | (Br., p. 9)
Halayudha has also quoted Yama’s approval of this partial study
of the Veda:
CHEENSHATA AT &t 7 w1 (Thid.)

Even if it is conceded that a portion of the Veda studied in the
proper way would suffice, the question arises as to whether any particular
part may constitute an adequate unit for the purpose of the study. Is
the student to take up any portion of the Veda at will, or the third
part, or the fourth ?  Or, is he to go through that portion which
contains Mantras used in rituals ?

TRRYTIEY FAY G 6 AT O R wrisaAde 1
N wrrgdl asAder SqTguEtaRTr a1 ( [bid. )

Halayudha's answer to this question explains clearly the princi-
ple which forms the basis of the Mantra collection commented upon
in the Brabmana-sarvasva. According to Halayudha, every part of
the Veda, which contains Mantras to be recited in different rites,
constitutes the requisite portion (ekadesa):

A TR TERGIATIEIATASARga: | (Br., p.12)
He advises therefore a proper study of at least these Mantra texts:
I a7 IREFAGATT FFRT GRS qa7 i W @RETEET-
mfEETT R RS Mg EAr T AAATHESETERgeE A ET |
T EAE AR IR TR g R T g 599 )
HEATRA IR G | (Br., p. 10)

The decisive statement of Halayudha in this connection is perhaps
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responsible  for many later collections of Mantras commented
upon in  works like the Mantrartha-dipiki of Satrughna,?
Mantra-kanmud;  of Ramakrsna®™ and Samaga-mantravyakbyana
of Ramanitha.?? Obviously, Halayudha has taken up this
liberal attitude in regard to the extent of compulsory Vedic study,
because the prevalent condition in the country  demanded
it. He has set forth the minimum syllabus for Vedic study.
Ekadela, according to him, cannot be taken in its liceral sense of ‘any
one part.” In this regard his view is in line with that of S$abara, who
in his Mimamsa-bbasya has introduced ‘the topic by posing questions
and supplying answers: 2

“By knowing how much of the Veda does 2 man become entitled
(to perform sacrifices)? By knowing that much which, on being
known, enables a man to perform the sacrifice as laid down in the
scriptures.”

o gafifm fgmfufe | amar GRew o@ wft a9 =37
fridfag’ @ae 4@ 35 @ Jerfafe |

Haliyudha opposes the view of those who mighe suggest a literal
interpretation of Manu and might argue that even a single Vedic verse

20 The Mantrartha-dipika of Satrughna produced under the patronage of
king Dharmacandra of Trigarta four hundred years ago contains explanations
of a large number of Vedic Mantras. The work has been published at Banaras,
Satrughna acknowledges his indebtedness to Halayudha,

21 The Mantra-kaumudi of Ramakrsna or Udicya Bhatticarya is also a
commentary on Vedic Mantras recited in connection with every day rites,
This author has to his credit a number of works with their names ending in
kaumudi, of which only the Adbikarana-kanmudi has been published at
Banaras. '

22 The Samaga-mantravyakbyana of Ramanatha Vidyavacaspati, a versatile
scholar of old Bengal, is a Bhasya on select Vedic Mantras recited in the domestic
rites of the Simavedins. This work, along with a large variety of other im-
portant works by the same author, is still in manuscripts. See D, Bhattacharyya,
Little known Vedic Commentators Bengal, Our Heritage, vol. 11, part 1, p, 5;
also Pricin Vange Vedacarca in Haraprasida-samvardbana-lekbamala, vol. 1I,
p. 225,

23 Sabara on /. S., IIf, 8, 18,
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like the Gayatri amounts to be a portion (ekadesa) of the Veda.* A
student, he says, when unable to go through the entire Vedic literature,
must study, to complete his education, at least those parts of the Veda
which are applicable in all the ceremonies performed over the domestic
fire.?® _

The purport of the scriptural injunctions being thus settled,
Haldyudha proposes to explain only a limited number of Vedic
Mantras for the benefit of those who ate unable to study the entire
Veda in the proper way. His work is, as he has said, meant for the
followers of the Kanva Recension of the Vajasaneya Yajurveda, parti-
cularly the Radhiyas and the Varendras among them: a8

A AR WA AR T A-ATREF oA
FEAAT RS ARAT FNGTTS .. A g R AT sEaear | Br.,p.1o

The Brabmana-sarvasva may therefore be taken as an attempt to
bring about a reorientation in the method of Vedic studies in Bengal.

Halayudha's Career

Rich in personal equipments and high in social position, the author
was quite fit for the task. The family tradition was a source ot
encouragement in the matter. A versatile scholar equally at home in

24 T I “rEdEEERisl AW gafeq: ) aataata-
FAshr et SifER” gt A RETTREATRERTTRE TR g
WIFH | FAIGIARAANGR  AATICAT I RAATE_ madeaTirERE a
wadifa gaained TRETaETE, | Br., p. 10

25 QAT FATIATETEAAT  ATHHGET TR R -
ST FAT IR A TR G, | Br., p. 146

26  The statement suggests that there were among the Radhiyas of Bengal in
Halayudha’s time, a section of Brahmanas professing allegiance to the Vijasaneya
Yajurveda. The section has now very much dwindled in number, almost to a
negligible point. The Radhiya Brihmanas today belong predominantly to the
Samaveda., Halayudha himself appears to have been a Varendra, as he calls his
mother Gocchasandi (Br., p. 2, verse No, 8), a designation borne by 2 section
of the Virendra Brihmanas of Bengal. Sce Indian Culture, vol. I, p. 505;
History of Bengal (Dacca), vol, I, p. 636.
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the different branches of learning,?? Halayudha had acquired proﬁci—
ency specially in Veda, Puraga, Mimamsi and Dharma$astra as
demonstrated in the discussions of the Brabmana-sarvasva. He became
a favourite of the reigning king, and received from him different
assignments, one after another, carrying honour and responsibility of
varying degrees befitting his age.?® Appointed as a Rajapandita in his
carly career, Halayudha was given in his youth the respectable post of
the Mahamahattaka.?® Later in life, he was entrusted with the office
of Dharmadhbikara, which he considered appropriate tor his advanced
years (yauvanaSesayogya):

e  TIUqUSIa e aus: Taargfeissaq-

“FAlA e ETRIR Jq1 79 JEA |

T AR A AT TRATCEQ:

I E RGN R EC PR IRE LI T Gyl

Br., opening verse No. 12, p. 2

27 Wﬂw\ﬁtml Br., verse No. 10, p, 2.
28 gy et faster awa: 9T AE™TEAr (Br., verse No. 10).  As
alrcady stated, the spurious reading grgT qETETAQT (for STHT ARTITAQT) printed
in the so-called editions of the Brahmana-sarvasva has given rise to the notion
that Haldayudha was for some time the Chief Minister of Laksmanasena. The
notion, on the face of it, is probably wrong, because a Chief Minister relegated to
a lower position could never remain contented as Halayudha apparently was.
The evidence of Mss. also does not support the reading FETHTATT
29 Mahamahattaka (in some Mss, °mahantaka) appears to have been a
functionary of high authority. The title is mentioned in Edilpur Copper-plate
of Kefavasena (N. G. Majumdar, Inscriptions of Bengal, vol. III, p. 126),
Madanapada Copper-plate  of Vidvariipasena  (Ibid., p. 161). The terms
Mahdmahattaka and Mahattaka both occur in the Bodh Gaya Inscription (E. 1.,
XIl, p. 27) as designations of father and son. N.G. Majumdar (op. cit.) interprets
Mabamabattaka as Prime Minister, but gives its meaning in the Appendix
(p. 187) as ‘headman’. It is interesting to note that the records containing
the word all belong to dates not far from Halayudha’s time. Compare the
term Mahbattama in the Rajatarangini (vii, 438, 1106, 1170, 1176 ; viii, 440, 560)
designating an office. Vircévara, author of a Puddbati (Samavediya Dasakarma-
paddbati—about 1300 A. C. according to Kane) has been referred to as Maha-
mahattaka.—See Gobbilagrbyasiitra cdited by Mukunda Sharma, Chowkhamba,
pP- 33, fn. 3.
3
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Besides mentioning here his last occupation as Dharmadhikara,
Halayudha styles himself, at different places of the Brahmana-sarvasva,
Dharmadhyaksa, Mahadharmadhyaksa, Gauda-vasudhadhi$a-dharma-
dhyaksa, Gaudendra-dharma-ko$adhikarin (v. 1. °dharm§g§r5dhik§rin),
Dharmadhikrta and  Gaudendra-mahadharmadhikarin.  Halayudha’s
father Dhanafjaya is also called Dharmadhyaksa and Dharmidhi-
karika.®® Al these expressions in their contexts appear to refer to an
office connected with certain religious affairs of the State, and not to
the post of a judge as is generally believed.** The word dbarmadbikira
occurs in the Abbhijfianaiakuntala of Kalidisa where Dusyanta intro-
duces himself to the girls in the hermitage as dbarmadhbikare niyuktah
(employed in Dharmadhikara). One of his duties had been, as was repre-
sented by him, to ascertain whether the religious rites in the holy forest
were free from obstacles.’* Thus Dbarmadhikira was like a Directorate
of Religion of the State, helping the king in his religious
undertakings. We know from epigraphic records that the department
of Dharmadhikara had to deal with religious grants and endowments
made by the king. It has been stated in the Kamauli Grant of
Vaidyadeva that the king had the pleasure of making the grant on
the sole advice of Kovida Gonandana who was in charge of Dbarma-
dbikira®® The nature and scope of this department of the king can

30 qaT-asY: GAsTH Br., opening verse No. g, p. 1; TR T Ry
agaq—DBr., concluding verse No. 3, p. 331.

3t Sec JASB, 1915, p. 332 ; History of Bengal, vol. I (Dacca), P« 355.
P. V. Kane thinks that Purohita’s ‘‘functions came to be exercised by an officer
called Dbarmadbyaksa or Dharmadhikaranika in Bengal and other countries’”.—
See History of Dharmasastra, vol, 111, p. 126. It may be mentioned in this
connection that the Khajuraho lnscription of the early 11th century speaks
of a priest of the royal household acting in the office of Dharmzdhikiara. See
H. C. Ray, Dynastic History of Northern India, vol. 11, p. 686,

32 1 @g IRIT T IR Fgw: Ssgafmbrivenma gaicm-

feaTaTa: | Abbijnana-sakuntala, Ace 1.
33 See A. K. Maitra, Gandalekhamala, p. 136, Kamauli Grant, 1. 68 :
Taet gikar fahad gaifrwmfia-

NArgAR R Ea=T, RTRE ArE |

A linc in the Nalanda Grant of Devapala also refers to a royal grant as the
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further be gathered from a statement found in Narayanopadhyaya’s
Parifista-prakasa (circa 12th century A. C.). It is stated in one of its
introductory verses that at the time when Narayana’s father Gona held
the office Dbarmadbikara, there was unalloyed prosperity in the homes
of Brahmanas.* The assertion indicates that the Dbarmadbikarin had
to see that the Brahmanas got sufficient grants from the king. It is
perhaps for this reason that Halayudha has once called himself
Dharmako$adhikarin or officer in charge of royal funds for charitable
undertakings of a religious nature.??

subject falling under Dharmadhikara: q\a‘ u"lat-raﬁﬁ?{'?r qﬁgl’fi'{ﬂ;ﬁs%{—
Epigrapbia Indica, XVII, p. 323. Cf. also the expression q'q}f‘qq;r{gqm
found in the Damodarpur Copper-plate Inscription, E.L., XV, p. 143.

34 Parisista-prakasa on Karma-pradipa, Bibliotheca Indica, p. 2:
N < .
AT, FILHATRES HRATTRRIETS
Framr RemfRuatmaiaden: B
It may be noted here that the colophons of Aviruddha’s Haralata and Pitrdayita
mention the author as Dharmadhyaksa. The colophon of the India Office
manuscript of the Pitrdayita (Catalogne of Sanskrit Mss, in the Library of the
India Office, London by J. Eggeling, 111, 474, No 1553/481) however describes
Auiruddha also as Dbharmadbikarika. It may further be noted that Harisvamin,

the cclebrated commentator of the Satapatha-brabmana also styles himself
Dharmadhyaksa (ed. Samasrami, Bk, I, p. 637):

sftadisafaarere e gud: |
EE AR I R L U A
35 gaTga AeE-adnTiw T |

TAd. JENIFS ST gfeqataa o Br., p. 132
Readings printed in the Banaras editions are: Edition of Samvat 1935—
s and Edition of Samvat  1943—ygddiere sfam:. Dbarma-
dbyaksa or Dbharmadbikarika may be compared with Dhbarma-mabamatras, ‘a
special ecclesiastical hierarchy of religious officers” of an earlier period, Asoka
assigned to them primarily two functions, viz., benevolent activity and religious
propaganda, See Cambridge History of India, vol.1, p. 497: “In the four-
teenth year, he appointed high officials, entitled Dbarma-mabamatras, with the

duty of inculcating piety, redressing misfortune or wrong, organising charitable
endowments and gifts”’.
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Family Tradition
Halayudha was born in an opulent family that took more pride in
religious observances and Brahmanical practices than in the possession
of material prosperity, His father Dhananjaya, who 1s described in
the Brahmana-sarvasva as pouring oblations into the sacred fire,*® put
the value of sacrificial grass and sacrificial bull higher than that of
jewels and elephants.2 Halayudha’s residence is mentioned as

possessing signs of both religious austerity and material prosperity.
There were in his residence wooden implements and golden vessels,

skins of antelopes and costly apparels, fumes of sacrificial offerings
and fragrance of burning incense.’®

Halayudha’s elder brother Pasupati is referred to in the Brabmana-
sarvasva as an Avasathika.2? In the colophons of the Brabmana-
sarvasva, Haldyudha himself is repeatedly called Avasathika.®® This
term may only be used in respect  of one who keeps the domestic fire
(avasathya) burning with daily offerings. The fire-chamber

36 af@d ggfa sraaga efrsatmasariaf-
Jarifigare RaaRat TG Tt |

Br., opening verse No, 5, p. 1.
37 TregTfamraraasiy fivd satfasizrar=aaf
@ 3@ TEAREEEY ST A g )
Tier Fraga TaEe: SMERAET,

RISy,
1bid., verse No. 6,

38 T qreRd wTARESER e atagT
AR gR@farguas FoUTRe &ify =1
qH: Y queraigFdl gu: av weny-
TH: O o q@ OISR g |
1bid,, verse No. 16, p. 3.
39 See Br., p.305: qizmgeEfay afEeTIsEssAgEaiaFE-IgTaEar.
40 AR UF-aA - gAaEA ATUEded ete,

41  Avasatha means home, and the sacred fire kept at home is called
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(agnyilaya), where Halayudha used to perform sacrifices, and the
sacrificial implements, which he utilised in the performance are, men-
tioned in the opening verses of his work.*? He kept alive the sacred
fire by properly pouring oblations three times a day so that Agni
in a glutted state had to emit profuse smokes*®. Pa§upati and Halay-

udha were, as the evidence adduced above suggests, Sagnika

4

Brahmanas.®*  Their father Dhanafijaya was also a regular sacrificer

(yajvan). Halayudha’s family, which enjoyed royal patronage at
least for two generations,*® adhered strictly to Vedic practices. Mem-

avasatbya (belonging to avasatha) in contradistinction to the other fire sabbya

(belonging to sabba or assembly). Cf. gy g | Ao HEAIRH—
Vaitana-siitra, 6, 5. The term avasathika in the Mallasarul Iuscription of Gopa-
candra (6th century) occurring along with names of various dignitaries of State
has been tak n in the ‘probable’ sense of ‘the supervisor of royal palace and other
government buildings’.~—Sce History of Bengal, vol, I, Dacca University, 1943,
p. 284. But the term there also may appropriately have referred to Brahmanas
who maintained the avasathya firc, Cf. Ujjayini Copper-plate Grant where
the donee has been described as  gvasathika (Colebrook, Miscellancons Essays,
IL, p. 305). Sridattamiéra, author of the Avasathyadbana-paddbati, also calls
himself  Gvasathika (scc M, M. Chakravarti ; J4SB, 1915, p. 359). P. V, Kane
(History of Dbarmasastra, vol, 1, p. 299) points out the correct meaning when
he says—“It probably mecans one who regularly performs all the Grhya rites”.

42 Br., opening verses Nos, 15 and 16,

43 lbid., verse No. 17:

gar g fafuaggar S faaesd
gagr faefa sl s weerhict: o

44 There is evidence of the existence of a large number of sagnika Brahma-
nas m Bengal in Haliyudha’s time, In the Brabmana-sarvasva Halayudha
prescribes  two procedures for religious ablutions (snana). The shortone is
meant for those who are to act quickly lest the hour for daily sacrifice should
pass away ( gifFar S famaREr ).

45 That Halayudha and his father Dhanafjaya were Dharmadhyaksa or
Dharmadhikarika of the king has already been shown. Bankimchandra,
the great Bengali writer, has depicted Pasupati as holding the office of Dbar-
madbikara and wielding extraordinary power in Laksmanasena’s reign.
(‘Ganda deser Dbarmadbikar PaSupati asidbaran vyakti’), 1 have not yet
been able to discover Bankimchandra’s source of information.—

(See Mrnalins, Vangiya Sahitya Parishat, B. S. 1345, p. 46). In his Dasakarma-
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bers of the family acquired also reputation for their literary activities.
Halayudha’s two elder brothers PaSupati and ISana wrote manuals on
Sraddha and Ahnika respectively.*® The former had also made a great
name by composing a work on Paka-yajfia, which became so popular
that Halayudha did not attempt to write further on the subject:

IEIRIETRE G TSEee AR a - agafa-FaIsedd | @9 @vksfa-
afear | wdtsentite fed g s (Br., p. 305)Y

Belonging to a family inbued with Vedic culture, Halayudha set
himself to the mission of introducing reforms in the method of Vedic
studies among the Brahmanas of Bengal. Lack of enthusiasm for
Vedic learning in the region in later times makes it difficule to ascert-
ain if Halayudha’s exertions produced any durable results. As many
of the Brahmanas in Bengal had been found not prosecuting their
Vedic studies in the proper way, Haldyudha shortened the curriculum
for weak students:

W O AT R R 6 SRR =T T R BB R ag e
TATg g | (Br., p. 10)

He however retained the old syllabus of the Vedas for those who
had the ability to go through them within a short time:

Rshrfregfaacaemits Sgaam@ia O aEEIAraCaT qaTEae
wgeaq | (Br., p- 245)

paddbati, Pasupati is called simply Raja-pandita and Bbipati-pandita, Pasupati’s
Paddbati (46 pages) with Halayudha’s Dasakarma-mantravyakbya (35 pages
taken from the Brabmana-sarvasva) was printed long ago in Bengali character
(without the date of publication) by Ramendra Press at Noakhali, now in
East Pakistan, under the editorship of Bhubaneswar Vidyalankar,

46  Sec Br., opening verse No. 24,p. 5:
HqTAT aginee: qgata: AreTfiEd qar-
BT g e st R o
47  Scc also Br., opening verse No. 43, p. 7:
e alat 9q qase gefay |
Sq9: qgafeas et ar Far

Though Halayudha refers to Paupati as agraja and jyestha, Bankimchandra
has made him a successor of the former in office, and presumably junior in
age: See Mrnalini, p. 31—ye asane ek din Halayndb npaveian kariyachilen.
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But the practice of studying the whole Veda as a compulsory
subject is no more in vogue in Bengal. An analysis of Halayudha’s
observations indicates that some people (Pascattyas and Daksinatyas)
at least in his time used to memorise the Veda in this part of the
country. Nowadays, as we see, learning the Vedic texts by heart
has been totally discarded here. Radbiyas and Virendras of Bengal,
who used to examine the meanings of Vedic Mantras in Halayudha’s
time, have now almost abandoned the practice. It is not known
whether Halayudha’s new directives for adbyayana and arthabodha

at the same time were in any way responsible for these results.

Halayudba’s Predecessors

In the Brabmana-sarvasva, Halayudha mentions, besides Karka,
two Vedic commentators by name viz. Uvata*® and Gunavisnu.®®* He
refers to the other predecessors in a general way as Bhasyakaras.*"
There is no means to establish the identity of these unnamed Bhasya-
karas, nor is it possible to ascertain the particulars of the texts on
which they had written their Bhasyas. Their number, however, appears
to have been very few. Ac least in the field of Vajasaneya Yajurveda, ic

48 () e AfamfwArsagaEET 3]0 a0y

Br., opening verse, No, 2o,

(ii) STeTIfrREgsITSIERARE TeaE: | Br., p. 134
(iil) wg: gEfawagam T gegaed fafaaq | Br, p. 233

49 ud: QARG 999 g0 TUlrsgar 1 Br., p. 256, Printed in Ms.
d—zfa aufafasa, in Ms. g—zfa wufafirsyr. But  the  edition of

Calcutta and many of the manuscripts read the name of Gunavispu
correctly: See Mss, Asiatic Society, No. I A 49—fol, 151; No. II A 11—
fol. 172; S. S. Parishad, No. 58 fol, 10gb etc. As Halayudha quotes Guna-
visnu, the latter canin no way be placed after Siyana as has been done by
some, See Journal of Oriental Research, IX. For Gunavispu’s date see Intro-
duction to my Edition of the Chandogya-mantrabhasya.

50 See fn. 48 (ii) above. Halayudha refers also to many commentaries of
the Giayatri Mantra written by his predecessors versed in Mimamsa and Smrtis:

s ezfaoaaTE Ra-
‘ﬁ"-‘Iﬁﬁ ﬁ'\ﬂgﬁ'a &q ﬁﬂ?{?{?ﬁ T g1 g1HFqT | Br., verse 25, p.5
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is very doubtful if there had appeared before Halayudha any important
commentator other than Uvata. The commentaries of Udgitha,
Skandasvamin, Midhava, Venkata Madhava and Gunavisnu all relate
to other Vedas., Halayudha deplores the paucity of comments on the
Yajurveda, and refers to the only commentary that was in existence
at the time. It was the Mantra-bbasya of Uvata, but that too,
according to Halayudha, was inadequate for understanding the text.
In order to make up for that inadequacy, Halayudha took upon himself
the task of explaining Vedic Mantras in a clear and unambiguous
manner by using terms that were familiar to all (viSvaprasiddhaih
padaih):

TTEA T i Gfeq a1 Ffa T sawced aftgar

SEat ARATRATSIgTEREY 35 70|

T’ aE T R 0

Rt fgsrAaeT=Et STEHAad, 99 |

Br., opening verse No. 20, p. 4

Though opening his work with the general criticism of Uvata’s
Mantm-bbi_sya as vague (aspasta), Halayudha fully utilises that
Bhasya in respect of about half of the total Mantras explained in the
Bribmana-sarvasva. But in many cases he differs from Uvata’s
interpretations and criticises his remarks.* Unlike Skandasvamin and

51 In the course of his comments on a Mantra in the Brabmana-sarvasva,
Halayudha refers to “a certain person” (kenacit) as having quotcd a Sruti in
support of the mute performance of the avabbrtha snana (concluding sacrificial
ablution), The person referred to seems to have been none but Uvata, who has
actually quoted in his commentary on the same Mantra (V.S., 3, 48) the Sruti
passage mentioned in the Brabhmana-sarvasva, Uvata’s view that the avabbrtha
snana is to be performed with inaudible mutterings (upamsu) is opposed by
Halayudha on the ground that the $ruti injunction under reference relates to
the avabhytha igsi (sacrifice) and not to the avabbrtba snana (ablution), which
is a different rite ;

T IgEETEEgTy A e Aemaden aea s
ST FafeaT aq g AR | BT T AATSTIARA-
TYFA SR 7 FraamEnfy | Br., p. 94

‘The Srantusitras of Latyayana (2, 12, 9) and Drahyayana (6, 4. 8) support
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such other ancient Bhasyakaras, Halayudha is never elliptical; and true

to his promise, he tries to keep away all vagueness from his expositions.

-

Features of Halzyudba's Explanations

As regards interpretations of Mantras, Halayudha has been in
some cases a lictle ritualistic, 1n these cases too, his explanations
are very clear, The ideal of a Vedic commentator, as suggested in
‘the rules for construing” set forth in the Brhaddevati and cited by
Uvata in his Mantra-bbasya, finds its full realisation at the hands of
Halayudha.*  He lays emphasis on the sense, and brings words
‘under subjection to the sense by the various expedients of construing.’
He elaborates, whenever necessary, the half-expressed ideas of the
Vedic seers by adding words of his own. He also indicates the rela-
tion of the constituent patts of a verse by linking them up in the
proper order. Like his great successor Sayana, Haldyudha points out
peculiarities and irregularities in the use of genders, verb-forms and
case-endings in a Vedic Mantra. What is most valuable in his
commentary is the vakyartha or purport added to the explanations.
Hal:’lyudha’s effort in this regard stands unrivalled in the domain of
Vedic exegesis. In the opening verses of the Brabmana-sarvasva,
Halayudha has twice claimed lucidity to be a special feature of his

explanations,®® and that quite justly.

Halayudha’s contention by prescribing  recitation of this Muntra in the

Avabbrtha-snana : g% @RaarRTsafigegy - RuendiaT syeges faog-
[ . The Dhanvi-bbasya (p. 141" on Drihyayana’s statement makes the point

clearer by declaring SqeT@d & qA qHEAFH-

52 FaTaRd: gt aggQrE §599
RN Feg@Haw 99
zfafa o7 @sd &9 aad fag3maa
oz urg fawfd = aisd arTgaaa: |
I AT, WTCFTRE AT PTG A N

Brbaddevata, ii, 99-101, See Uvata’s Mantrabbasya, Introductory verses.
53 Sec Br., verse No. 20—fpafag: Q‘??: + verse No. 25—sgsrareyTd.

4
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Ritualistic Interpretations of Mantras

Explaining Vedic Mantras that are recited in rituals, Haliyudha
has naturally interpreted the texts from the point of view of their
applicability to the particular rices. He may, therefore, be called a
ritualistic interpreter of Vedic Mantras. In spite of the tradition recor-
ded in the Satapatha-brabmana (X, 3, 4—Mandala Br.), the Nirukta
(X, 26; XI, 4) and the Manusambiti (6,83), as also noticed by a
number of scholiasts that the Veda is capable of yielding interpretations
from three different stand-points®* viz. adbiyajfia (titualistic), adbidaiva
(paturalistic) and adbyatma (spiritualistic), most of the exegetists
have put forward only the sadbiyajiia explanations. There are, no
doubr, a large number of Vedic verses which allude clearly to things
connected with the performance of rituals,® but there are also
many verses in the Vedic Samhitdis whose contents would in no
way admic of any interpretation that may establish their connec-
tion with sacrificial rites. They are prescribed however in the Siitra
texts for use in the rites metely because words in them may be made
to give a semblance of indication of the ritual acts concerned.?®

54 See Bhatta Bhaskara’s J4anayajiia-bbasya on the Taittiriya-sambita
(Mysore Government Oriental Library Series, vol. 111, 190):  sreyreaayfrgqmfyr-
78 Mfusg q9d A=a’ ATa9d. Also  Devapila’s Bhasya on  Laugaksi-
grhyasitra (Kashmir Sanskrit Series, p, 27): qeiamanamfassd a1 Qﬁgﬁﬁ?@q‘-
g&H. See also Kalanatha’s Yajurmarijari quoted by Bhagavaddattta, History of
Vedic Literature (Hindi), vol. 1, pt ii, p. 263: Ud qrEE RIS gea)-
shrRTaEE .

55 Mantras which are suitable to the contexts of rites in which they are
used have been designated in the Aitareyabrabmana either abbirapa or rapa-
samrddba. See Ait. Br., 2, 2: qa-; ITE GUS YEUGHE I9 = HaETu-
gufaagfa. See also 4it. Br., 1, 4, 55 1, 4, 8 etc, S?fguiﬁcant words in such
Mantras are called samavetartha or prayoga-samavetartha.
Bbasya on Apastamba-yajiiaparibbasa-satra, XXXIII.

56 See Vaitana-siatra, 1, 3: AFTATSR fagTafy ararfa: See also Aditya-
darfana’s commentary on the Kathakagrbyasiatra edited by W. Caland (p. 2):
sfrfaratnfafEmed @ wfifgsn ) ¥ RewrgErerET,
FEERY TR TEARY A frfrgegsy |

See Kapardisvamin’s
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Standing on this pricaiple, the Purinic works like the Visnu-
dbarmottara and the Rgvidbana have extended the wviniyogs
(application) of Vedic Mantras to a wider circle of rites and
ceremonies. Lhe Yogiyﬁjﬁavallaya-smg'ti has unequivocally declared
that the Mantras originated in ancient times only for the performance
of rituals.*” The Mimimsakas believe that the Veda has no other
purpose than the performance of Yajfa.®® The Mantras are, according
to them, instruments (karana) of offering. A Smrti text is cited
in the Bribmana-sarvasva asserting that all the Vedas are for the
Agnihotra rite.®® The Adlnyajna theory has thus been holding
the field for a long time.*°

57 See Yogiyajiiavalkya quoted in Krtya-kalpatars, Brahmacarikanda
(G. O. S.. p. 60); Viramitrodaya, Paribhasaprakisa (Chowkhamba, p. 87);
Catarvarga-cintamani, Danakhanda, (Bibliotheca Indica, p.104): qUH FATAT
{1 ﬂ?ﬂ%&ﬁ'ﬁ' . Brbadyogiyajiavalkyasmrti edited by Kuvalayananda and
Kokaje (Lonavala, 1951, p. 6) reads the verse:

QUHR RET weaT: S |
A verse propagating almost the same view is quoted by Max Miiller from
a Vedanga-jyotisa: g7 f& ggmdafvsgen: \— Rgveda-sambita, 1st Edition,
vol, IV, Preface XXI. Cf. Mans 1, 23: DRI R G DG R IR SEREUL B

58 See Jaiminisatra 1, 2, 1: sy FAdET. See also J. S., 1, 2, 32;
33 43: 2. 1, 31; 32. Sabara commenting on J, S., 1, 2, 32 says:
TATATATIINT TF A=,

59 Y@ —ATHEE @AY S oS | & g |

Br., p. 282.

60 Among the Western scholars Bloomfield seems to have held a similar
view as he says in regard to the Srauta rites (Contributions to the Interpretation
of the Veda, Journal of the American Oriental Society, XV, 144):

“At any rate, I am for my part incapable of believing that even a single
Vedic hymn was ever composed without reference to ritual application, and
without environment of legendary report which we find in a no doubt exa-
ggerated and distended form in the Brabmanas and Satras. The hymaos of the
Rgueda, like those of the other three Vedas were liturgical from the very start.”

But see Oldenberg on the connection of Mantras with Grhya rituals
(Introduction to the Grhyasitras, S. B. E., vol. XXX, pp. ix, x) :

“There are, as it secems, no direct traces of the Grhya ceremonies in the
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Halayudha, following Uvata, not only puts his implicit faith
in the adbiyajfia purpose of the Veda, but goes a step further by

adapting the meanings of Vedic Mantras to the needs of even
Cases are not rare in the

the minor sacraments and daily rites.
Brabmana-sarvasva  where the words of the same Mantras are
adapted in different contexts according to the requirements of the
particular situation. The words abbistaye and pitaye, for instance,
occurring in the fam no devi verse, which 1is recited in connection
with SanaiScara worship as also with Sraddha ceremony, are
explained by Halayudha in accordance with the propriety of their
contexts:

IT g e st whed adfgawaraad ) asr e
aaT e frgut arenafe f e | (Bre pe 93)
Again, when the stanza idam visnur vi cakrame, describing the
three steps of Visnu, is prescribed for purifying one’s body with
the muddy earth, Halayudha connects the Mantra and the rite by
saying that the earth, which has become sanctified by the contact
of Visnu’s steps, is praised here so that she may purify our body :

frgmgameas  yficda gefd  qfigf ) @ war afaat
Tfaa ity aRaeTmaT R | (Br., p. 89)

Another Mantra ambe ambike etc., which is explained by
Uvata in connection with the Aévamedha sacrifice, has been prescribed
in the Brahmana-sarvasva for the worship of the goddess Candi.
Halayudha notes this alcered application of the Mantra:

I AT qetarae Rt aaft safezrafesgsmr ffes

S| W qeaq GrnaadT A et g (Br., p. 149)
most ancient portion of Vedie literature...... (p. 1x). ...what the person making

the offering had to say was doubtless limited to short, possibly prose formulas. .,
Some of these verses [used in the rites] indeed are old Vedic verses, but we have
no proof that they were composed for the purpose of the Gthya ceremonies, and
the connection in which we find them in the Rgveda proves rather the contrary...
We may infer that during the-latter part of the Rgvedic period, ceremonies such
as marriage and burial began to be decked out with poetry as had long been the
case with the Soma offering” (x).
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The Mantra runs thus:

== wfahsraTRed 7 ar sata w29 |

qOEIa®: gAfEH srdrearfaaid | (V. S., 23, 18)
It 1s uttered whilst the priest in the Aévamedha sacrifice, leads
the king’s wives up to the slain horse for the ceremony of the chief
queen’s lying near the prostrated animal.®! According to Uvata and
the later commentators, the queen, eager for an immediate union with
the horse, addresses here her three companions Amba, Ambika and
Ambalika. She feels distressed that nobody is there to escort her,
leaving thus the wicked horse free to lie with the fickle Subhadri of
Kampila.

Halayudha however takes Ambi, Ambiki and Ambalika as
synonyms of the divine Mother, and zfvaka as a lascivious husband,
She makes it a grievance that no one comes forward to lead her
to the man (T AT 7Afq #= ).  She is unhappy at the thoughe that
in her absence the inconstant husband (avaka) 1s at liberty to lie
(sasasti) with an artful woman from the fashionable city of Kampila.
Halayudha says: soqosg: enfimaa: |« @5 FIEEAT | FERIEE: |
(a5va means husband, ks is added to signify his wickedness. So,
asvaka 1s used in the sense of a bad husband).

Halayudba's interpretation of the word, though not met with in
any of the kaown commentaries, finds support in a Puranic work
stated to have been a part of the Brban-Mairkandeya-purana®®. The
Mantra is there designated Devi-sizkta, and is described as an invoca-
tion to the Goddess by a woman praying for reunion with her husband :

w &t afqanmg 39t @it awfa
T AEH s Twar e |
e TR ¥ ¥ 7 a5 Tafy wa
TAISE qeraTfy @ a7 At T, U

It is not clear whether Halayudha found for his explanation any
Vedic authority.  A$va in his opinion stands for a particular kind of

61 Satapatha Brabmana, X111, 2, 8, 3 ; Katyayana-Srautasitra, XX, 6, 12.
62 The fragmentary work in manuscript is deposited in the Vangiya
Sahitya Parishad, Calcutta (Purana Ms, No. 313).
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dissolute manhood represcnting a faithless
virility.  This meaning of 4804 ; found reco
and works of erotics,®3

In incerpreting the purpose of 5o other Mantras also, Haldyudh,
i - .
has utilised the Dharma$astra ang Purapic literature, Whjle explaining

the Mantra ﬂﬁ‘{t\q% fea: # ofiy: EIR e T etc. (Kapva V..,

Halayudha interprets the word 4Yam as referrip

husband of horse-like

rded in later lexicons

In the case of another Mantr, SEI SfeTafy e (Kanva v.s.,
13, 76) Haldyudha again follows che Ya’jﬁavaléya-mrpbiti and takes

tvam in the Mantra as applying to Bygp, (Br., p. 128):

ECULIRIFEESISIGIC B e et IS 85

Exegetic dids for Hala'yudba
As already stated, Halayudha has utilised the Bhasyas of Uvata

and Gunavisnu. But these two Predecessors had not touched many
of the Mantras explained in the Bribmagm-mrvasua. Halayudha
claims to have explained some Mantras o, the first time not explained

by anybody on the carth: gwTdey TARATERER (Br., p. 5).

63 See Medini-Kosg, V, 35 T i‘ﬂTﬁn‘ﬁ: I, Vitsyayana’s Kﬁmzm?tra’
VL, I, 1 gy msy zfa faga Wﬁﬁmu The Sabdakalpadrumg

quotes from the Ratimadijari the definition of ap a$va-man

GG B e fink |
gIRATgEded TR &t )
A Rati$aStra (Himalay Press, Moradabad 1925, 5, 19) attributed to Nigirjuna
has the following description of afva:
gt FfRaEl 9T WS T g g
- Matsya P, 93, 34:
e S S Ao
65 See Yzji, log, cit,
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For the interpretation of such Mantras Halayudha seems

to have depended upon his traditional knowledge of the,VCda°
He has shown in the course of his explanations a through acquaintance
with the Vijasaneya literature, and quoted frequently from the
S”‘“P“‘b“‘bfﬁbbmdm, Katyayana $rautasiatra and the Paraskara-grbya-
Sfitra, and from the latter two works in profusion. He has men-
tioned in the Brabmana-sarvasva the help he derived fron? .thc
Padapatpa, Nighantu, Nirukta, Rgvidhana and ‘such other subsidiary
Vedic works together with the i’urﬁpas and Dhbarmaséastras, specially
the Yogi-yajnavalkya-smyti.

While commenting on the Aghamarsana Sikea (Rv., X, 190),
Haliyudha remarks:

“My heart trembles to explain this Aghamarsana hymn which
contains the essence of all the Vedas, and is most mystical in
character. The hymn has not been analysed in the Padapatha, nor
has it been interpreted either in the Brabhmana ot in the Nirskta.
So, finding no means that may render any help in its interpretation,
I shall have to undertake boldly the explanation of the Mantra in my
own light’”:

AUTTATHAR FTEATTATERG & T TR I GIIgATRA SA=T-
TN A=d: | HA q|gUTeHIE 9 ATt aww-fedftenas aifa
FANTAAATEAIIY  FHIITIHTAT J2qQ FHIaAd A TRATAHT-
e R fraTee, | (Br.. pp- 99t.)

The remark indicates that Halayudha was fully aware of the
possible help that might come from the Brabmana, Padapitha and
Nirgkta i respect of ascertaining the true significance of a Vedic
Mantra. To an interpreter of the Veda these three authorities form
the most valuable aids containing respectively the earliest interpreta-
tions, the first analysis and the oldest commentary of the Vedic hymns.
It was, therefore, very natural for Halayudha to seek light from them
before going to explain the Aghamarsana hymn. But the Brabmanas
contain no helpful hint as to the signifiance of the particular Mantra,
the Padapitha too has lefe it unanalysed, and the Nirakta has not
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made any comments on it®®. Halayudha’s statement recording these
facts shows pointedly the extent of his familiarity wich the contents
of these important wotks. Of the 10,580 Rgvedic stanzas Sakalya
has omitted in the Padapatha the analysis of only six stanzas, and the
Aghamarsana hymn forms part of these six. To none but a thorough
Vedic scholar like Halayudha the fact could have been known in the
12th century.

Thus getting no clue to the meaning of the Aghamarsana hymn
from any of the early Vedic sources, Halayudha tapped at the doors
of Dharmasastra, and succeeded in discovering some broad hints in the
Yogi-yajiiavalkya-smrti. This Smrti wotk, believed not to have come
down to us in its entirety®”, appears to have dealt occasionally
with the significance of Vedic Mantras. The Aghamarsana hymn
contains, according to this Smzti, a reference to. the creation
(utpatti), the stabilisation (sthiti) and the dissolution (laya) of
the world. Halayudta cites the Smrti passage concerned, and

explains the hymn in the light of that. He says in this connection
(Br., p. 100):

RURIECCoT Y
TERETtew fergaadt suar)

66 It should be stated here that Gunavisnu’s Bhasya (5. 12) on this Mantra
as printed in the Chandogya-mantra-bhisya agrees verbatim with the explana-
tions of Halayudha, apparently vitiating the latter’s claim of originality, The
fact was noticed in the Introduction (p-xxx) to my edition of the Chandogya-
mantra-bbasya, but it was not then possible to hit upon the right explanation
of the problem. A thorough analysis of the two works and a fresh scrutiny of a

number of new Mss. of the Cb&'ndagya—mantm-bb&‘;ya however show clearly

that for the sake of practical convenience, a considerable portion of the

Brabmana-sarvasva was bodily grafted into the Mss. of the Chandogya-mantra-
bbasya by the users of the Mantra manuals. The explanation of the
Aghamarsana Mantra belongs to that portion.

67 The work published by the Director of the Kaivalyadhima at Lonavala
(1951) u.nder the title of . Brbad-yogi-yajfiavalkya-smrti is based on inadequate
manuscript material. Some of the stanzas quoted in the Brabmana-sarvasva
as form Yogi-yajfiavalkya are not traceable in the Edition.
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g@shud red @ o merd @ 30 g aeE
efsfufamemdarse sfaarfar |
That Halayudha has correctly traced the traditional line of inter-
pretation of the Aghamarsana hymn is corroborated from a statement
in the Brabaddevata (viii, g1) which affirmsthat the hymn is concerned
with evolution (bbava-vrtta): wigael X G& IIITATHHIT:
““Aghamarsana saw the following evolutional hymn.”

The term  bhava-vrtta occutring in -the line quoted above is found
explained in the Brhaddevata (11, 20):

FAGHT AT G |

wF 797 §F 9% WA agha g\
“How this (world) did not have a place in the domain of reality in
the beginning, either as non-existent or existent, how the universe

came into being, (all)- this they term the evolution of becoming
(bbava-vrtta).”

68 Some of the Mss, read the first line as WTRWWW%SIEET qYT.
The readings of the stanza in the Brahmana-sarvasva published at Banaras
and Calcutta make no sense :

Banaras, Samvat 1935 (p. 44a): gygyaT Efsfugaufares quam)
T s saTgaias awEard T § U
Banaras, Samvat 1943 (p. 28b): geRiaT five Rucgaafosd quT )
g@siea, saTeaiayg aEERaTRT 7 1
Calcutta, B. E. 1290 (p. 104): ggv@rfy gftforgaafaaasd quar |
a@sfe sagaday aEamaTdRT 4 |
The Edition of the Brbad-yogi-yajiiavalkya-smrti mentioned above reads the

first line of the stanza wrongly as a9 W@quw etc. (7, 174). Halayudha’s
readings, as in this case, prove helpful in determining the texts of the printed
Yogi-yajiavalkya-smrti in many other cases.

In Laksmidhara’s Krtya-kalpataru, Brahmacari-kanda (Baroda, 1948, p. 173)
the word sikte in the second line of the stanza is read strangely as sitksme, and
the distorted $loka is explained thus:

TEYIRETE® sEwew S gf IEa ) g @ Swf ()
afsférfaaar sfe gs saean |
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In explaining the Mantras 791 7: faae : gesa™d ete. (Br., p. 182),
Halayudha has identified the Pitrs with the six seasons, by citing
the Satapatha-brabmana (2, 4, 2, 24) as his authority : EEGIIE CEH
faaw:®®.  This interpretation has been recognised by Raghunandana in
his Sraddhatattva (Pindapiijana) as better than another interpretation.
Mitra-miéra has accorded his approval to Raghunandana’s view by
reproducing the whole discussion in this regard.”

Halayudha explains wigfys: (Br., p. 320) as g 97 fagfa sty
—those who know the sacrifice’. That the word g means
‘sacrifice’ could be known only from the Satapatba Br. (1,9, 2, 28):

Again, following the instructions contained in the Satapatha
(9> 4> 1, 6) and the Katyayanasrantasiitra (18, 5, 16), Halayudha
(Br., p. 263) splits up the Rastrabhrt texts into twelve parts, These
Mantras in their splic up forms could not have been known by
Halayudha unless he had been thoroughly familiar with the early
Vedic sources.

This familiarity had been so close that Halayudha could easily
discover the fact that a citation in the Karka-bhasya (Katy. Sr., 4,1, 6)
occurted in a text not belonging to the Kinva recension of the
Vijasaneya Veda ( T fey ).72

69 See also S. By

» 2,6,1, 4. Cf. Vayupurina, 3o, 4-9 (Anandasram
ed., p. 88):

T FEAIRTT, fcregn TR |

HA: T A g St g | ecc.

70 See .S‘raddba-p'rakﬁéa (Chowkhamba, p. 266): Bq’]‘cf'-ill‘zT‘ﬂTqu?aqm_

T T AR T HIAIAT T3 A s P g e w4 O
frae ¢fy AW T e fira T, - aigg-adey BTG-S TEATAT,
NSTARETARAS gfa saredeny |

7t See also $. Br,, 4, 4,

several times,

4, 13. The word gfyg occurs in the Rgveda
but is explained by Sayana either as ‘path-firder’ or as ‘appreciator
of prayer’, g being taken in the senses of am and ggfa.

: P- 311: fimefygrmaaaT ‘@atgEATd frad TTETeaR-
. Y y . .
AT —9T 3 aETAdel agsmangasd frgam .

72 See Br.,
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Remarkable Expositions in the Brabmana-sarvasva

The elaborate explanations of the Gayauri text (Br., pp. 37,
68f.) and the superb interpretations of the Aghamarsana Mantra
(Br., pp. 99ff.) as discussed above bear testimony to Halayudha’s
close acquaintance with ti}e Dharmasastras, particularly the Yogi-
yajaavalkya-smyti. The outstanding Gayatri-vyakhya with the il}ter-
pretation of the word bharga in the masculine gender has the support
also of the early texts like the Maitrayaniya Aranyaka (6,7).

Ha]iyudha’s surprisingly unique exposition of the Avaravapatana
Mantra for successful child-birch (Br., p. 216) specially indicates his
precise knowlcdgc of the Vedic vocabulary which he acquil‘cd
evidently from tradition handed down to him. The Mantra Era'g
gf% Qe etc. is prescribed for recitation after child-birth. In case
the child comes out of the mother’s womb, but the placenta delays
to descend, the Mantra is to be recited. The placenta is a spongy
vascular organ floating in the Auids of the uterus, It is attached very
loosely to the feetus by the umbilical cord. The placenta resembles,
as Halayudha explains, gfig and =, the two common aquatic plants
foating in the water of the ponds with their thin roots remaining loose,
and, therefore, it can be easily dislodged. The explanation that gfi
means qqfi, a leafy water plant growing on the surface of the waters,
without being attached firmly to anything at the bottom (7R &fER=-
dan’ s@afferas ) brings exceptional credit to Halayudha.”® The
Mantra occurs in the Atharvaveda (1, 11, 4), where Sayana has para-
phrased gfir by gaay (white),  As far as g9 is concerned, Sayana
has grasped the true significance of the word in the context of the
placenta, which he has described as aa@qf@qmﬁwm

‘like Saivala remaining on the surface of the waters unconnected with
the internal parts.’™*

73 Br,p.217: uydags wafa— a1 o ot Qa9 =9 sfgeda gad
Fagmdan Siferd oq gRATaTREATERUT =g g7 STy gRTT-
TeEg |

74 For further discussions see Br., p. 217, fn. 2.
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Whitney in his Atharvavedisambitz™ tranglates oty J=awm as
‘spotted slimy (?)’. He condemns Sayana’s description of gy
as ‘worthless.” He 1s even inclined o emend e to Fa. It s
apparent that the true meanings of the words i, the pair prini-fevaly’,
which had been understood fully by Halagudha and

partly by Sayana,
could not be comprehended by Whl’tncy.

The correctness of
Halayudha’s interpretation of the words becomes particularly evident
if we refer to the early Pali texts where le synonyms of the two
aquatic  plants préni and  Sevals ate often found in the com-

binations like papnaka-sevila and panaka-sevzl, 7o Sanskrit Paryz,

Parnika and Parpaka, Pali pannaka and panaka, and, Bengali pana
are synonyms of pr$ni."% It is most remarkable that Halayudha ip

the 12th century knew the right import of this uncemmon word used
in the verse of the Atharvaveda.

Readings in the Brabmana-sarvasys

It may also be mentioned here that readings of Vedic Mantras
adopted and explained by Halayudha appear in some cases different
from what are found in many other texts,

Halayudha’s readings in respect of Mantras Nos. 142, 163 (Br,,
pp. 176, 186) have been quoted in Rudradhara’s Sraddbaviveb,
approvingly with the remark that they are right because Halayudha
has accepted them, and because thcy have abiding values

being  handed down by tradition : 7 .'Q'@Tgl-:r-ﬁ{ar:'c} 9T Ay

75 See Harvard Oriental Series, vol. 7- P 12 (note).

76 See Anguttara Nikaya. 1lI, 117; Vinaya Pitaka, 111, 177; Jataka 1V,
71 Milinda-paiiha, 35 etc,

77 See Kalpadrukota (Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, p. 16)
TP T R o farag |
fern aft =TT Sy |

Sec also Vicasparya where gfit has been identified with g7, the

Bengali word for Halayudha’s qgff. On the authority of the - Sabdaratnavali
the Sabdakalpadruma also identifies gt with TIReTt (a leafy aquatic plant).
78 See Sraddbaviveka, Chowkhamba ed., p. 13,
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fAEaTgI@  EIUETHGES &I qag g&: 1 P. V. Kane also has
recognised the propriety of these readings.”®

In the two Acamana Mantras explained in the Brabmana-sarvasva
in connection with Pratah-sandhya ( gaer etc., p. 59) and Sayam-
sandhya ( =far etc., p. 198), Haliyudha's readings differ a litcle from
those of the Taittiriya Aranyaka (10, 24, 1; 10, 25, 1). Halayudha
reads =rg: in the first Mantra and TRy in  the second, while the
readings in the Emgzya/ea are just the opposite. Further, Halayudha
reads ggHBATAISTAA instead of the Aranyaka reading zgwE wTAREAA!.
But Halayudha is not at all arbitrary. He derives support 1in this
matter not only from his two predecessors in Bengal viz. Aniruddha and
Gunavisnu,®® but also indirectly from Gautama and his commentator
Haradatta, who have enjoined the sipping of waters (acamana) with
the recitation of =rg: in the morning, and TRF: in the evening.*
Ramanitha Vidyavacaspati, an unknown but great polymath of the
17th century, discusses the whole question in detail, and argues in
favour of the readings adopted by Halayudha and others in Bengal.
He even suggests that these readings are meant for the followers
of the Samaveda and the Kanva recension of the Yajurveda, while
the other readings are to be followed by the adherents of the
Madhyandina Yajurveda as prescribed by the Maithilas.®?

79 See History of Dharmasastra (vol, 1V, P- 434, fn. 966), in which Kane
commends Halayudha’s readings and explanations of the Mantra as he found

them in a Ms. of the Br,: “The Brabmana-sarvasva reads TaAfg: 9&:

and  sitqrfg (folio 78) and explains ofg: um: s fafua: fq?f[\ AAFTL
fagframem sa’ fawwd @wn @qisnda swrfe siarm gg This
yields a good sense.”

80 See Aniruddha’s Pitrdayita (Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad Series, p. 6);
Gunavisnu’s Cbandogya-mmxtm-bb.i.;ya (S.S. P., pp. 89, g1).

81  Gautama Dbharmasiitra (Anandasram  ed., 1III, 7, o9): gaiEat
IISSATHEE etc. See also Haradatta’s Miiaksard on the same: sgafy gTa:
fadrarata a1

82 See Dbarmikakarma-rabasya (Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad Ms Smrti
No. 136, folio 59a): =g A9 gIFAT FeRfg I ae: | wfadad
uRiRafiesrfamma: | fgaeg ga9 a=a vfafifas sifis a9 ==
TETG: | qY A gE AT AT JAESYAT A TS~ ATEAATL |
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The foregoing %lscusswns on tl.ic contents of the Brabmanasary gy,
clearly show that Halayudha had in his possession all the equipments nec
sary for interpreting Vedic Mantras, specially those of the ricualistic ¢ e-

As the Mantras explained in the Brabmana-sarvasva are .0 ZE:
in rituals, in which they ate to be recited i ckaSruti or ekatana iy e1
monotonous voice,”  Haldyudha has not discussed accents. But h‘
has used and mentioned the Padapitha five times by name,*4 e

The merits of Halayudha’s work haye however been partiall
marred by a number of unbclicvably corrupt readings and distortc()j'
intcrprctations that have somehow or other crept into the manuscripts
of the Brabmana-sarvasva.®® It is very difficule to associate those wron
readings and explanations with the great Halayudha who has beei
found well informed in every sphere of the Vedic literature. The
defects, in my opinion, had originated from scribg] errors which  haye
been copied by others without correction.®® By in the absence of

TH g WA FERTRAATE O3 978t AR 3 975 gf | -SRI
NS EEGTACAT FAH, | §37E AR gty Rrafafis
AT fegaTaT |

83  See Panini, 1, 2, 33f; Vajasaneya Pratisakbya 1, 130-132;  Jaimin;.
satra, 9, 2, 7. Karka (Katy. Sr. Sitra, 1, 8, 16) discusses how the Mantras
are to be recited in rituals, and cpncludes IRy Wﬁmﬂfﬁqﬁ[ T
Ff @ g9 1 Devaydjiika also expresses a similar opinion on the same

. Q 3
topic: ARy SFSHHTANT A=ATUL Errﬁ:?ﬁgem s q "@fgarew Ty

TTITEX |

84 See Br., pp. 24, 99, 154, 214, 320,

85 svg anrfirt e for smg @ g@wEm (Br. p. 22) and awemTRE
Jreqgr for ag: TR (Br., p. 256) are the glaring instances of the
serious scribal errors in the Mantra texts of the Br., with consequent distortions
in their explanations, The extent of distortions which a reading can undergo
at the hands of the scribes is reflected in a case found in the Ms, g, fol. 659,
It has distorted ﬁqrwﬁﬁqﬁ’q{g into sy l’m‘qﬁ%ﬁﬁq But in this
particular case, I have been able to find out the genuine reading in other Mss,

86  The instauce of a large number of Mss. copying the same blunders is
not a rare phenomenon, H, Oldenberg, G. Biihler and M. Winternitz have

narrated their experience in this regard :
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any manuscript giving the authentic versions of Halayudha, I have

had to retain t.hc spurious words in the body of the work, showing the
rect expressions 1n the foot notes.
cor

Hala yudha's Works

Halayudba was a voluminous writer. He mentions in the
Brihmana-sarvasva four other works of him  wicl their names ending
in ~sarvasva, Vize Mimamsisarvasva, Vaisnava-sarvasva, Saiva-sarvasva,
and Pandita-sarvasva®’. .

A portion of a Mimamsa-astra-sarvasva containing  discussions on
the first three Books of che Mimamsa-siatra of Jaimini has been

published, but there is room for questioning Halayudha’s authorship
of the work.*®

Oldenberg has said in the Introduction to the Sankbayana Grbyasitra
(S. B. E.,, vol. XXIX, p, 7): “In the Sankhiyana a number of passages ate
found in which corrupt readings and perverse explanations are supported by all
manuscripts-” .

Biihler had the same experience in respect of the Mss. of the Apastamba
Dhbarmasitra.  He complains in the Introduction to the Sitra (3td ed., p. xiii):
«“There is a very large number of passages, in which all the Devanagari Mss.
exhibit one and the same inferior and unintelligible reading against a better one
of the Southern copies or show interpolations or omissions,”

See also Winternitz, Introduction to the Apastamba Mantrapatha, pp.
XV, XXVIIL

The number of Mss. utilised by me for this edition of the Brabmana-
sarvasva is certainly considerable. but all of them seem to have been of the
same group and of the same type. It is unfortunate that I could not examine one
very important Ms. of the Br, now preserved in the Durbar Library, Nepal,
The Ms. was transcribed in Maithili character by Ripadhara, a pupil of the
famous poet Vidyﬁpati as far back as L, Sam 341 (= 1460 A. C.). This old
manuscript may prove to be a better copy of Halayudha’s work containing his
authentic readings free from the blunders committed by the later scribes. For
a description of the Ms. sce H. P, Sastri, Catalogue of Palm-leaf and Selected
Paper Mss. deposited in the Durbar Library, Nepal, vol.1l, p. 84: 111, 390,

87  Br., opening verse No. 19.

88 See Umesha Misra, Journal of the Bibar and Orissa Research Society,
vols. XVII, XVIII,
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Halayudha’s own rematk in the Brabmana-sarvasva made in
connection with the explanation of the Purusa-siikta (Br., p. 132)
shows that the application of the same Sikta in the worship of Visnu
was a subject discussed in detail in the Vaisnava-sarvasva:

et Fafy FsusEdE @ gagdew  sfqarfiar qarfr gewas-

ATCRRTe s e gafteTfy feffrad

Passages from the Vaispava-sarvasva, once at least along with
Halayudha’s name, have been quoted several times in Mahesakavi’s
chiimcéndrodaya or Madbava-prakasa.®®

The Saiva-sarvasva and the Papdita-sarvasva are quoted in the
Smyti-tattvas of Raghunandana®®. The Orissa State Museum at
Bhubaneswar possesses a complete Ms. of Halayudha’s Panditasarvasva,
(I DH 121B) and one Ms. of a work of the same title by an anonymous
author. The Catalogue of Manuscripts in Mithila contains a descrip-
tion of a Ms. of Halayudha's Prayaécitta-sarvasva in 145 folia.®* The
colophon of the Ms. indicates that the work forms part of the
authot’s Pandita-sarvasva : zfa eReaada’ gus o qoiE |

Besides these Sarvasvas, Raghunandana mentions a Samvatsarapradipa
of Halayudha. References to the name of the work are also met with in
some other Smrtinibandbas of Bengal.”® Anonymous Mss. of a work
of the same title are known to exist in different parts of the country.
Internal evidence in one of such Mss. definitely points to FHalayudha
being the author of the Samvatsara-pradipa.®® But the question still
remained to be settled whether this Halayudha was the author of our

- o4 )
Brabmana-sarvasva.®® The answer now comes unexpectedly from a hitherto

89 See Asiatic Society Ms. No. 879, folios 93A, 101A, 1284, 137A.

9o See M. M. Chakravarti, op. cit, p. 329.

91 Descriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts in Mithila, Vol. L. p. 325, No.
283. It should be noted here that Raghunandana’s quotation from the Pandita-
iervasva relates to Prayafcitta. See Prayaicitta-tattva, Serampore Edition

> 313.

92 See R. C. Hazra. The Samvatsara-pradipa, Indian Historical Quarterly,
vol XXI pp, 49-55.

93 See R. C. Hazra, op. cit.

94 Hazra (I H Q, XXI, 54), comes to the conclusion that ““the SP might

have been written by Halayudha after his Brabmana-sarvasva.’” Dinesh
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unidentified Ms. of the Samvatsara—pmdipa which has been quoted by
Raghunandana. This Ms. noticed long ago under the name of Duija-
nayana,® is in reality, as its beginning clearly shows, nothing but the
SP.*®  The importance of the Ms. lies in the fact that it has in its
opening an additional verse wich Halayudha’s name introdueed as the
author. This verse occurs also as the introductory verse No. 27 in
the Brabmana-sarvasva in a slightly different form.”” Raghunandana’s
testimony supported by the occurrence of this common verse both in
the SP and the Br. leaves perhaps little room for doubting the common
authorship of those two works.

Further, the nature of the two works is somewhat similar at least
in one respect, We are told that “not a single name of a Nibandha
or a Nibandhakara occurs” in the SP.®® In the Br. also we seldom
meet with a name of a Nibandba or a Nibandhakira.?® So, the two

Chandra Bhattacharyya (IHQ. XXI, 147) thinks, on the other hand, that
“Halayudha, the supposed author of the anonymous SP is almost certainly
different from the loquacious author of the Brabmana-sarvasva.”

95 R. Mitra, Notice, Vol, II, p. 66. No. 633. M. M. Chakravarti pointed
out as far back as 1915 (J4SB. p. 331) that the name of the work cannot be
Duija-nayana, which must be construed as a common noun meaning meta-
phorically “of the eyes of the twice-born.”

96 Compare the opening passages of the so-called Dvija-nayana with thosc
of the two Mss, of the SP noticed by H. P. Shastri : Notices of Sanskrit Mss,
L pp. 390 £. (No. 388) ; Catalogue of Palm-leaf and Selected Paper Mss,
belonging t0 the Durbar Library, Nepal, p. 6. Cf. also the Dacca University
Ms. described by R. C. Hazra, op cit.

97 The verse as given in the Notices runs thus:

grATA R AR R e fhaf s |
vafrfaaas i ewga dagd faed 796 fFemam

Cf. Br., opening verse No. 27:
geATEEReE iR frare i et |
vahrfraas sqrgas Jagdfaeg Fad g

98 See R. C. Hazra, op. cit., p. 55.

99 All the quotations in the Br. are taken from original works and commen-

taries excepting a single citation from the astrological Suddbidipika of Srinivisa.

There are one or two references to the works of Halayudha’s own brothers, but

6
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works have very likely come from the pen of one and the same author
viz. Halayudha, the Dharmadhyaksa of Laksmanasena, The Krtya-
mabarnava of Vicaspatimiéra quotes one Halayudha with the appellation
Dbarmadbikaranika added to the name. The quotation seems to
have been taken from the SP :

TNGAIACATHTEG ATATE Ffwerzagrar 7 waererg:™*° |

In course of my search for Halayudha’s works a Ms. of another
Bbasya bearing Halayudha's name in ics introductory stanza has
reccntly come to my notice. It is a commentary on the Piraskaragybya_
sitra belonging to the Vijasaneya Yajurveda. The unique Ms,
deposited in the Raj Library of Darbhanga is for the most part in-
correct, and runs only up to the 8th Siitra of the 11th Kinda of the
1st Book, covering thus not even a quarter of the whole work???,
The Bhasya opens with the following stanza : "

TR EaEEaa T EaaRaera sagaIs |

TR FRfRe gty e & gfeead
The stanza, though not fully intelligible in its corrupt form, contains 2
clear reference to Halayudha as having buile up a name by discharging
the duties of Dharmadhikara. The rings of black smokes caused by
Halayudha’s Agnihotra are also referred to in the stanza. All this,
as has been seen before, is particularly applicable to the author of the
Brabmana-sarvasva. !

without any quotations from them. There occurs however in the Br. (p. 107)
a probable reference to Laksmidhara, the author of the well-known _K?'tya-
kalpatarn. Halayudha here criticises the opinion of ‘some’ who would take
the word pavitra in the sense of mere darbba blades on the authority of 4
Smirti passage : ’

Ti: afrafige s iR afa ot agaf o FFIgaRg

afgreRfrega |
The opinion under criticism is actually found in a passage of the Krtya-kalp,-
taru, Brahmacarikinda (G.O.S., Baroda, p. 65):

T: afafigawa: aeaade 9 ety ot afaa |

100 See Asiatic Society Ms. No. I F 46, fol. 13,

101 I have been able to procure a transcript of this incomplete manuscripe
through the help of the Asiatic Society,
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Apart from this, the words and 1deas occurring in this opening
verse of the Grbya-bbasya bear a remarkable correspondence to the

thoughts and expressions in some of the verses of the Brahmana-
sarvasva. A few points of such agreement are shown below:

Grhya-bhasya verse: Verses in Brihmana-sarvasva:

TRV IR TC-THEFT- TATIETE g3 (p. 3)-
aéh'%?mrq fraT g RTraTa: (p- 19)

qRAT-FAT qftTEaEad (p. 3)

FATIATS AT a®: w17 aueFagiaza: (p. 3)

CEHEEIE | FEYTILRATAA (p. 3)

CASASE B qUIATEAT B (p. 3)

This seriking  similarity becween the expressions in the two works
can hardly be accidental.  The works were most probably composed
by the one and the same Halayudha. As the Br. does not contain any
reference to the Grbysitra-bhasya, the lacter work appears to be a later
composition of the author. It is very probable that after having
dealt with the S#tra of Paraskara in the Br. so extensively, Halayudha
set himself to the task of writing a Bbasya on that Satra.

Halayudba in Later Works

Halayudha and his works have been utilised by later writers from
different parts of India. But a number of Halayudhas fourished at
2 So, the Halayudba-bbasya on the
Sraddba-siitras mentioned in various works, particularly in the Srzddba-
kisika of Krsnamisra and the Srzddba-ganapati and the Samskara-
ganapati of Ramakrsna may or may not be a composition of the author
of the Brabmana-sarvasva.*®® The Bribmana-sarvasva itself has however

various times here and there.!®

102 A Ms. of the Katyayana-sraddbakalpa-bbasya by a different Halayudha
(son of Samkarsana) is described in the Cat. of Sans. Mss. in the Bombay
Branch of the R. 4. S., p. 170.

103 See Sraddba-kasika on the Sraddbasitras appended to the Paraskara-
grbyasatra (Gujarati Printing Press, Bombay 1917. p. 430), verse No. 2:

FH =qTEafRd WAEu: g IASTET-
Seﬁzf 7 gdl gATgY 3 saTenmaTIEgEq |
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been cited by name extensively both in the ticualistic Nibandbas and
the Vedic Bhasyas, by the digest-makers like Stidatta, Siilapani, Raghy.
nandana, Rudradhara, Govindananda, Car}qlcévara, Vicaspatimisira,
Pitaimbara, Mahe$akavi and Mitramiéra on the one hand,'°¢ and the
commentators like Nityananda, Rimanitha and Satrughnamisra on the
other,?%

Stidatta Upadhyiya, one of the early digest-makers of Mithjlz
(circa 1300 A. C.), mentions Halayudha in all of his works,198 Halayu-
dha’s Bribmana-sarvasva appears to have been the prototype which
helped Sridatta to construct the frame-work of his famous Adcaradari,,
The latter work refers to Halayudha and his Nibandba several times,
That the Halayudha mentioned here was no other person than the
author of the Brabmana-sarvasva is definitely proved by the fact that
a passage quoted in the work from a Haliyndha-nibandba occurs
verbatim in the Bribmana-sarvasva.r*

TIgafEeg g serfwaerfondise sraEfer a1 wgsfy aEE: de
0 AT AT qrarchy ST T |

Pitambara Siddhantavagifa, a digest-maker of Kamaripa (16¢h
century), names in his $raddba-Kaumudi (p. 181) both Halayudha

See also Sriddba.gapapati described in the India Office Catalogue, vol 1, p. 560,
No. 1738: R ' N

FAFATA qF 5% 99 TATGHH, |
Also Samskara-ganapati, Chowkhamba, pp. 82, 89, ctc.

104 For reference in the works of $ulapini and Raghunandana see M, M,
Chakravar;, op. cit., pp. 330, 335, 339, etc. In Rudradhara’s Sraddba-vivek,
(Chowkhamba d,, Pp- 12, 13) a Mantra reading from the Brabmana-sarvasva is
referred to as from the Hulayadba-nibandba. Vicaspati in his Sréddba-fintﬁmm}i
and Krtya-mabarpava quotes Halayudha-dharmadhikaranika, Mitramira refers
to Halayudha in his Prakates, sometimes along with the name of the Br.
attached to it See Sraddba-prakaia, p. 165; Abnika-prakaia, p. 146 etc.

105 Nityinanda’s Satkarma-vyakbyana-cintamani and Ramanitha’s .S"ar_naga-
mantra-vyakbyana are in manuscript, and Satrughna’s Moantrartha-dipika has
been published at Banaras in the Kashi Sanskrit Series, No. 108,

106 See Kane, History of Dharmasastra, Vol. 1, pp. 363-65, i

107 Cf. Acaridaria, Banaras, Samvat 1919, p. 19a and Brabmang-

sarvasva, p, 30,
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and Dhanafjaya together as quoting from the Svalpa-]\/[atsya-{mrégm :
ITAI-RAGIIT-Serqa@ard.  Dhanafijaga  mentioned here is per-
haps Halayudha’s facher, who also appears to have been an author.*®
In the Acaracandrodaya or Mzidbava-pm/eéfa of Mahesakavi,
Halayudha and his Nibandbas, particulacly the Vaisnava-sarvasva
among them, have been cited times without number,1®
A large part of the Brabmana-sarvasva has been bodily transferred
by Satrughna into his own commentary, the Mantrartha-dipika.
Satrughna wrote this Dipika at the request of king Dharmacandra of
Trigarca (Kot Kangra in the Panjab) not later than the first half of
the 16th century **®  He opens his commentary with a mention of
four authors and works that preceded him, the Brabmana-sarvasva
being one of them.’** Then ke incorporates into the body of his work
line after line from the Brabmana-sarvasva and concludes with an
unusually interesting observation, almost confessing thac his was not
an original composition. Satrughna observes; 112
“These explanations are found in Halayudha as also in Uvata.
This should not be made a ground for making an assault on

me. Pearls are found in the ocean, but he is the lucky man
who can pick them up.”

TWIFASHt IS wraferdt Frda afr R
@R & awd 7 wfa aq: gty @ g g n
Satrughna’s commentary in reality is largely a compilation from
Uvata and Halayudha. Haléyudha’s work received the recognition
it deserved throughout the country, a special kind of homage having

come from Satrughnamiéra living in the distant land four hundred
years ago.

108 Sce Journal of the Ganganatha Jba Research Institute, Vol, IX, p. 188.
109 Sec fn. No. 89 above,

110 See D Bhattacharyya, Introduction to the Chandogya-mantra-bbasya,
S. S. Parishad Series, p. XXX,

111 Mantrartha-dipika, 2nd ed., P, 1, verse 10,

112 Ibid., p. 180,
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