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PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE

We have great pleasure in bringing out
this hand-some edition of the celebrated Ten
Tamil Ethics with an English Translation by
T. B. Krishnaswami Esq., M.A.,B.L., Madras
Educational Service. The translation besides
being faithful to the original is exquisite. We
are sure that the English knowing public as
well as students of Tamil who are making
researches in Tamil Literature will find this
edition very useful and accord a warm reception
to it. We have done everything to make
this book handsome, attractive and useful. The
publication of this book has been sanctioned
by the Director of Public Instruction in his Dis.

No. 1446/36 dated 15-4-36.






AUTHOR’S PREFACE

Newman defined a classic, a first class
literary work, as that which delighted one in
youth, continued to delight him in manhood
and ceased not to delight him in old age. In
this sense, the accompanying ten works,
gathered between two covers, are classic and
of the first order. The Tamil child learns
these poems by heart in early age, proves their
truth and value in the struggle of life and
finally in old age cherishes and treasures them
up as a precious and perdurable heritage to be
handed on to posterity. Epigrammatic brevity,
imperious verbal economy and exquisite felicity
of phrasing are some of the outstanding literary
qualities by which these poems are distinguished.
Their ethical and moral worth are best realised
by those who carrying them about, snatch a
thought or two, “in vacant or in pensive mood”
and revolving it in the mind, find it productive
of more thought, more feeling and some decisive
action. The company of noble thoughts is his,
who decides to make a companion—ein
begleiter—of this volume.

“He lives most, who thinks most, feels
the noblest, acts the best.”



AUTHOR’S NOTE

T am grateful to THE SouTH INDIA SAIVA
SIUDHANTA WORKS PUBLISHING SocieTy,
TiNNEVELLY, LitD., for the excellent printing
and get up of the book and to Messrs. M. V.
Nellaiappa Pillai, B. 4., and T. S. Kandaswamy
Mudaliar, M., members of the Publication

Committee of the said Society, for their valuable
suggestions.
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I. ATHICHUDI
(wearing a garland of Athi)

Invocation

Praise we now and worship oft and oft God

‘Ganesha, the beloved son of Him who wears a
garland of Athi (Euphorbia Tivucals).

I.
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Love righteousness.

(Delight in conforming to Law. His delight is in the Law of the
Lord—Ps. I. 2)

Subdue wrath.

Do not withhold what you can afford to give.
Hinder not another’s gift. .
Proclaim not your worth.

Give not up perseverance,

Scorn not numbers and letters.
Begging is contemptible.

Give alms and eat.

Conform to the ways of the wise.
Cease not to learn. \

Speak not words of envy.

Use not short corn-measure.
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ATHICHUDI b

Speak not differently from what you have
[seen,

Be as the letter @ supporting all your kin.
Take oil-baths on Saturdays.

Speak sweetly.

Build not too big a house.

Befriend after proper knowledge and under-
Protect your parents. [standing.
Forget not good done.

Cultivate in season.

Live not by litigious robbery.
(Do not live by land wrested from your neighbouts)

Do nothing improper.

Refrain from snake-charming.
Sleep on a mattress of silk-cotton.
Speak not words of deceit.

Do nothing unbecoming.

Learn while young.

Forget not your duty.

Sleep not too much.

Desire not the forbidden.
(Speak not harsh words to anybody)
Keep the vow.

(Care for life is the req) vow)

Live for others,
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ATHICHUDI 4

Refrain from what is low and mean.. .

Forsake not what is good.
(Do not discontinue what you find bqnefioial)

Part not from friends.

Refrain from evil-doing.
(Diverte a malo)

Listen and learn.

Deny not the benefit of your craftsmanship.
(Despise not handioraft )

Desire not plunder.

Avoid reproach.
(Give up offensive spors)

Obey the law of the land.
Associate with the wise.
Speak not words of deception.
Forget not what is excellent.
Speak not to provoke.

Desire not gambling.
(Never gamble)

Whatever you do, do well.

Associate with those found worthy.
Don’t roam about to be chidden.
Become not forgetful in your speech..
Don’t go about lazing.

Move so as to be esteemed.
(May your conduot win esteem)
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ATHICHUDI

Love to give gifts.
Worship Vishnu.
Refrain from evil-doing.

Do not give room to trouble.
(Don’t invite trouble)

Ponder ere you act.
Despise not God.

Live in harmony with (your) countrymen.
(Live as others do)

Be not led by your wife.

Forget not your traditions.
Engage!not in a failing cause.
Hold fast that which is good.
Do what will meet with general approval. -
Fall not from your status.

Sport not in deep waters.
Indulge not in delicacies.

Study many sciences.

Cultivate paddy.

Act uprightly.

Attempt not what afflicts others.
Speak not trivialities.

Lay not yourself open to illness.
Speak not to be despised.

Play not with the snake.
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ATHICHUDI 11

Be your speech faultless.

Keep up your dignity.

Protect your dependents, who propitiate you.
Live by cultivating the soil.

Seek the help of the Great.

Wipe out ignorance.

Do not associate with the vulgar.
Husband your resources and prosper
Provoke no quarrel.

Be not perplexed in mind.

Give no room to your foemen.
Speak not too much.

Love not too much food.

Be not idle in the fighting ranks.
Associate not with the wicked.

Live with your own sweet wife.
(Go not after strange women)

Listen to the words of the wise.

Avoid the houses of prostitutes (those that
Paint their eyelashes).

Speak decisively.
Give up passion.
Boast not your parts.

Be not forward to challenge combats.
Love learning,
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ATHICHUDI 13

Work for salvation.

Be thou noble.

Live in harmony with your fellow citizens.
Speak not bluntly.

Act not with an eye to the return.

Wake up before sunrise.

Associate not with enemies.

Be not partial and unjust.
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II. KONRAI VENTHAN
(wearing the Cassia)

Invocation

Worship we the sacred feet of Him who

is the son of the Lord, adorned with the
garlands of Konrai ( Cassza).

+ow N

o

o

g.

Mother and Father are the visible Gods.

Very good. it is to worship at a temple.

No duty, like a house-holder’s.

The wicked shall possess the fortune of the
Miser.

Moderation in food is an ornament to women.

Who hates his townsmen, he shall perish root
and branch.

Numbers and letters may fitly be called eyes.

Children, who act without need of constant
direction from parents, are to them the
means of feeling ever young.

Do that which ought .to be done even. if you
have to beg.

10. (When yoy go to é, strange place) secure the

friendship of a worthy pgréo‘n and settle
down there, ‘
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KONRAI VENTHAN 17

More than even study is good conduct
essential to Brahmans.

Envious talk ruins wealth.
Be thrifty and secure grain and cash.

Chastity for a woman is implicit obedience
to her husband.

(Chastity in man or woman is integrity of speach)

The preservation of their chastity is the
ornament of women.

Forget quickly the unattainable.
Talk humbly even to the lowly.
Fault-finding militates against kinship.

Boast no valour though armed with pointed
darts.

Forget the evil that men do to you.
Fortitude in adversity will bring in prosperity.
Better than wealth on hand, is learning.

To be known to the king may be of help
in an emergency.

To listen to tales is to help fire with wind.
Who speaks ill of others shall be hated by all.
The beauty of 3 family is fertility.

To be known as wise is credit to one’s mother.

28, To worship Siva beautifies penance.

2
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KONRAI VENTHAN 19

Seek honour, seek the plough.
To live amidst one’s kin is credit to kinship.
Gambling and contention cause trouble.

Failure in daily austerities involves one in
illusion.

Though you are in prison sleep at g P. M.

(Though on guard sleep at midnight)
If you possess wealth give alms and then eat.

The wealthy shall attain to virtue and
happiness.

The indolent shall wander in distress.

No sacred verse is holier than one’s father’s
words.

No temple holier than one’s own mother.
Earn wealth even by crossing the billowy seas.
Implacable anger will end in strife.

Unfeeling wives are as fire in one’s lap.

Slanderous wives are like Yama (God of
Death).

When the Gods are enraged, all a man’s
virtue fail him.

Spending without earning will end in disaster.

During the months of Thai and Masi

(Janvary 1 sth, to March 15th) sleep
under a thatch of straw.
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KONRAI VENTHAN 21

46. To live by the plough is sweeter than to
live by serving.

47. Speak not of your defects even to your
own friend.

48.  All but good associations will bring in trouble.

49. When all the land is happy, there can be
no evil.

50. Integrity of speech is a mark of sound
scholarship.

51. Live in a town that hath plenty of water.

52. Venture on even the smallest act after
mature deliberation.

53. Study rules well and act wisely.
54. No cheating one’s own conscience.

55. Penance done perfunctorily will come to
naught.

56. Even to the meanest, speak not words of
contempt.

57. Violence is the worst meanness.

58.  The best penance is not to kill and eat meat.

39. The religious merit of one is known by the
growth of his grain.

60. Take all things timely, even milk.

61. To refrain from loving anothers w1fe is
virtue. Z T TE
S
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KONRAI VENTHAN 23

A child brought up on its mother’s milk
maintains weight.

Avoid meat-eating, murder and theft.
Noble behaviour is alien to the low.
The wise man transcends love and hate.
Innocence is a precious jewel to women.
Walk gently and the world will bear.
Shun all evil.

Food is the fruit of self-labour.

Even ambrosia, eat with your guests.
Without!rain, nothing is possible.

Rain follows lightning-flashes.

No ship can sail without a pilot.

Whatever is done in the forenoon bears fruit
in the afternoon.

The words of the aged are as nectar against
death.

Sweet is sleep on a soft mattress.
The wealth of the plough shall never wane.

Steer clear of women possessing painted eyes
(harlots).

Neglect of good counsel spells ruin.
Perfect silence is the border land of wisdom.
Though a Clola King, live within income.

When rainfall is scarce, charities will dwindle.
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KONRAI VENTHAN 25

Without hospitality, there is no domestic
virtue.

A hero’s friendship will serve as a keen arrow.
The strong never beg.

Perseverance makes for prosperity.
Innocence has no evil designs.

Against the King’s wrath there is no
protection.

At each sacred shrine, worship God.
Sleep on level ground.

Noble feeling and decorous behaviour are
seldom found in those who are not versed
“in sacred writings.
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III. ULAGA NEETHI

(The Universal Moral Precept)

Invocation

May the Lord whom many Sciences cannot
perceive, the Elephant-faced Ganesha be my help,.

when I utter forth these words of Universal Moral
Precept.

1
Neglect not your daily study
Speak ill of no one
Neglect not your mother
Associate not with evil-doers
Go not to forbidden places
Speak ill of no one behind his back

O, my heart, praise Him mounted on the peacock,.
the wedded lord of lovely Vall, the daughter
of the strong-shouldered hillmen (Kuravas).

2
Do not wilfully te]] 3 lie

Set not your hand to transitory tasks

Do not familiarise yourself with poison
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ULAGA NEETHI 2%

Do not associate with those who keep bad company
Go not along a lonely way foolhardily
Ruin not those who depend on you

O, my heart, praise Him mounted on the peacock,.
the wedded lord of lovely V alli, the daughter
of the hardy Kuravas who inhabit cloud-
capped hills.

3

Do not go the way of your mind without con-
trolling it
Believe not in the kinship of an enemy

Bury not hard-earned treasure, stinting yourself
the necessaries of life

Do not neglect righteousness
Don’t get angry and thereby get into trouble
Go not by the doors of those angered against you

O, my heart, praise Him mounted on the peacock,.
the wedded lord of Valli, the daughter of
the Kuravas who love jungles.

4
Go not about making much of faults

Associate not with thieves and murderers
Despise not the learpeq

Cast not lascivious eyes on the chaste



30 2 E /gﬁ

Qarppale QL Giwrgy Cus Qasesrmid
Gsruldelswer oarifl Py wmss Gasesore_mib
wppbles Aowrs aerafl LBsr

wudQe myib GuUILTE%T uripF T QEEsQGeF.

5
arprwp) Quedrdr eagGs g Bl Galeori_mb
weRTWT%r s & HoOLreT wes GFErede Qeuessrimb
Fprs LBEIED o ip Geuesormib
Qaesewlp LpaQET®ss Bor Qauewri_rid

Sriparer goggs Qer Qsr Qauedrimb

BTipb gl Qureoorss G rade Qaesririb
U LPUT BB & pauherL. aieTefl LimEesr

wudGo b QUi S UrpSSTLl QperQe.

6
QUTT SF QETdaurt uriiurt &g g S iwQaesor
wHuTSTE SOvarssn HFss Qaew b [mb
apSCBTIOETDd Qi ganssE%T WpEs Qasesrrip

apor@arus srolpr g e m%E QavedrL_rip



ULAGA NEETHI 31
Contradict not thy king

Live not in any place which is without a temple

O, my heart, praise Him mounted on the peacock,
the wedded lord of the unparalleled Valli.

5
Put not your wife aside and wander elsewhere
Speak nothing slanderous of your wife to others
Fall not into the bottomless and undesirable pit

Do not escape with life by turning your back
on a field of battle

Do not befriend persons of low birth

Do not speak ill of the fallen

O, my heart, praise Him mounted on the peacock,

the wedded lord of Valli, daughter of the rich
Kuravas.

6
Follow not the speakers of idle words
Tread not the door-step of those who disregard you

Forget not the words of your elders

Keep no company with the peevish and easily
irritable
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Do not keep back payment to the teacher

Keep no company with roving highway robbers

Praise, O my heart, Him, who has the spear in
hand, the much-lauded lord, with Valli by
his side.

7

Attempt no act withoutldeep deliberation

Never render false accounts

Go not where people fight

Live not on Communal Land

Seek not to marry two wives

Set not the helpless in opposition to you

Praise, O my heart, the feet of Kumara, the lord
with the lady on his side, whose duty was
to scare away birds from the millet field..

8

Associate not with the unworthy

Forget not the good done to you

Ramble not as a tale-bearer everywhere
Speak not contemptuously of your relations
Give not up great deeds

Stand not as a surety unto any one

Praise, oh my heart, the peacock mounted Lord
of Valli of the much praised Kuravas.
3
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9

Speak not on one side in a land dispute, standing
on the very land

Get not dispirited and go about quarelling with
all people

Cause no man pain mercilessly
Speak not to what you have not seen yourself
Speak not to wound or offend
Associate not with vagrant tale-bearers
Praise, Oh my heart, Our lord, the son of Uma,
the younger sister of the world-measurer
(Vishnu).
10

Join not with wanderers abroad, bragging about
heroism

Do not pervert justice by vain contention

Don't boast of your strength and go about
challenging all to fight

Never forget God
Die rather than speak a lie
Desire no foul-mouthed kinsmen

O my heart, utter the name of God Kumara,
the lord having on his side Valli living by
fortune-telling,

11

Appropriate not the wages of the fivee. Who
they are I shall mention. Listen. The
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ULAGA NEETHI 37

washerman, the barber, the teacher who has
taught you all science, the midwife who has
honestly helped at the delivery, the physician
who has cured you of a deadly disease. Who
pay not their wages with love and with sweet
words, will suffer unspeakably at the hands
of the lord of Hell.

12
Divide not a family and ruin it
Seek not flowers to wear on your hair-knot
Rove not about openly as a scandal-monger
Do not keep company with the vagrant wicked
Despise not the Omnipotent
Hate not the victorious great
Praise, O my heart...the Lord moupted on a
peacock with Valli by his side, the daughter

of the Kuravas opposed (to men of other
lands).

13

I longed for and sought fortune in diverse ways.

I desired to sing the praises of the six-faced

od in sweet Tamil. I, Ulaganathan, have

sung these moral precepts, Ulaganeeth: as

Instructed by the lord of the Universe. May

all who lovingly and gladly hear and con

them, and earnestly follow them, daily grow

in wisdom, live in prosperity, grow in fame,
and endure as Jong as the Earth itself |
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IV. VETRI-VERKAI

(The hand which holds the spear of Victory)
OR NARUNTHOGAI, THE SWEET MISCELLANY

Invocatzion

Set we upon our head, the sacred lotus feet
of the Five-armed God (Ganesh), who is the

essence of the Pranava, or world-creating sound
€¢ A U M 2]

The use of the work

Athi-vira-raman, the holder in his hand of the"
spear of victory, the ruler of Korkai, and the
crown of the Royal Race, has given to the world
this Narunthogai of high wisdom in good Tamil,
and those who wipe off their faults with its aid,
will lead blameless lives.

Benediction

Let all good prosper, let all good prosper.

The teacher of letters is the Lord.

2. Faultless speech is an essential of good
learning.

3. It is gracious of the rich to support their
kindred.

4. Knowledge of the Vedas and an exemplary
conduct are expected of the Brahmans.

5. Absolute justice adorns kingship.
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NARUNTHOGAI 41

To accumulate righteous wealth is the merit
of the merchant.

The virtue of the ploughman is to desire to
eat the fruits of tillage.

To act with foresight is the virtue of a
minister (statesman).

To be brave and unshaken in any emergency
is the virtue of the captain.

It is gracious to eat with guests.

Not to contradict their husbands is a virtue
in women.

To nurse her husband is characteristic of the
well-born wife.

Adorning her body is characteristic of the
prostitute.

Self-control after study and thought, is a
virtue of the wise.

Rectitude in poverty is the virtue of the poor.

Though each big seed of the close-grown
bunches of the Palmyrah sprouts forth
and shoots high into the sky, it casts
no shade in which any could rest.

The seed of the Banyan is smaller than the
egg of the smallest fresh-water fish; and
yet, when it grows into a tree, it casts
a shade in which may rest kings with
their four-fold armies horse and foot,
huge elephants and splendid chariots.
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All old men are not great (wise).

All young men are not small (unwise).
All those begotten are not children.

All the kindred are not kinsmen.

All the married (women) are not wives.

Even when boiled, cow’s milk does not lose
its sweet taste.

Even when heated, pure gold does not lose
its lustre.

Even when ground, sandal-wood does not
lose its fragrance.

Even when made to smoke, the black Ahzl
does not smell bad.

Even when stirred up, the cold sea does not
get muddy.

The wild gourd even though boiled in milk,
loses none of its bitterness.

Nor will the garlic smell well, though mixed
with many spices.

Honour and shame are of one’s own making.

The trivial faults of the low, it behoves the
wise to condone.

Shoulfi the low however err egregiously it
will be hard for the wise to forgive.
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The friendship of the wicked, though a
century old, strikes no root as the duck-
weed in a stream.

The friendship of the great, though for a
day, strikes its roots deep (like a tree)
splitting the centre of the earth.

To learn is desirable, most desirable. To
learn is beneficial, though going a-begging.

An illiterate person who makes a vain boast
of birth is mere chaff born amidst corn.

Even the man of the highest caste of four,
if illiterate, is lowest of the low.

The learned man whosoever he be and from
whatsoever community he hails, is most
welcome.

Even a king will long for the company of the
learned.

Far better and pleasurable is it for a-family
to be bereft of children, than to beget
ignorant children who shrink not from
evil-doing.

Though it has a long trunk (hand) the
elephant is neither known to bestow gifts
nor to do charity.
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The cat, though it closes its eyes like a sage,
knows no penance and shows no grace.

The sage knows neither pleasure nor pain.

The white-ant knows nothing of wealth or
pride.

The crocodile cares not for water, deep or
shallow.

Fools know neither fear nor shame.

The sick cannot wait for (auspicious) stars
and days.

The fallen have neither friends nor kinsmen.
Poverty and prosperity abide not for ever.

Kings on elephants with white silk umbrellas,
may, by a reverse of fortune, wearied with
walking, seek shelter in the nearest city.

Men, great and wealthy and honoured,

might, losing these, seek shelter in a
house of charity.

Beggars begging hoarse for food might one
day sit with kings and rule.

Many a man, blest with hoards mountain-

high, may lose them all in a day and
perish forthwith.

Even the seven-storied palace may topple

and crumble and become the grazing
ground for asses.
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The wilderness where the ox and the wild
ass grazed, may grow into a great and
lovely city, rich in granaries and full of
lovely men and women wearing ornaments
of gold.

Brides may get widowed and clasping the
corpses of their husbands find the bridal
dress turn to widows’ weeds, dishevel
their plaited hair and weep their miserable

state.

It is natural, most natural for those in want
to beg.

It is rich men’s duty to give to those who
beg.

Earth and heaven are no sweet possession to
one who is unmarried.

The bold elephant though huge still fears the
small knotted bamboo stick.

Even in a deep hilly forest, the small headed
deer fears the tiger.

The frog though living in a deep pool over-
grown with water cresses, dreads the
snake.

Better the forest haunted by the wild tiger
f{han the land ruled over by a lawless
ing.

Better the mountains where the hill tribes
sqek honey, than an ancient city without
wise and good men.
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Mere chaff are they who call themselves
Brahmans, but study not the Vedas
morning and evening.

The wicked king who harasses his people and
with their enforced gifts carries on
maladministration, he is no better than

chaff. .

The merchant who engages not in trade

with capital and makes no profit thereby,
is but chaff.

The fool who owning seeds and the plough
sits idle is certainly no better than chaff.

The man who sends away his wife to her
mother’s home and cares not to get her
back, he is no better than chaff.

The fool who neglects his own wife and
goes after those of others is no better
than chaff.

The fool who (not exerting himself) hands
over the tools of his calling and his
wealth to another is no better than chaff.

Listen to what I say, using the mouth as
drum and the tongue as a drum-stick.

A liar may, by power of expression, pass for
a truth-speaker.

A truth-speaker lacking power of expression
may pass for a liar.
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If judges do not hear the words of both
parties seven times over and administer
even-handed justice in conformity with
the laws of Manu, the tears shed by the
injured party will serve as a sharp sword
to cut off their progeny for generations,
even though they be well guarded by the
three Gods.

Speak not what might prove matter for
reproach.

Avoid getting into waters that flow in swirls.

Do not set forth on a long or distant journey
without a companion.

Save on a raft, venture not on deep waters.

Attempt not the impossible, relying on the
tricky words of women with beautiful

breasts and painted eyes.
Go by a proper path and return by the same.

These are the precepts for the guidance of
the world.
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V. MUTHURAI

(Mature Wisdom)

Invocation

They that with flowers seek regularly the

feet of the God with the Elephant’s trunk and
a coral body, attain to power of speech, purity
of mind and the grace of the Flower-Goddess
Lakshmi. Their body shall not suffer from illness.

I.

Since the tall up-standing and flourishing

cocoanut gives at the top what it has
taken at the foot, need one, who has
done any good, ask when there would be
a return therefor ?

The good done to the good is as the car-
ving on stone; but the good done to the
heartless, (wicked) is as writing upon
water,

Unpleasant is youth afflicted with poverty ;
in old age even sweet things are painful;
they are like fair flowers out of season
and the beauty of a widow.
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MUTHURAI 57

Boiled over and over, milk will not lose in
sweetness ; the chunk (Shell) the more it
is burnt shows itself whiter; however
long associated with, the low are not
friends ; the noble, however much dis-
tressed, will still continue noble.

Whatever effort men may put forth, except
at the due season no act will fructify;
the many-branched and tall-grown trees
do not yield fruit except in season.

Those that prefer honour to life will not
yield to their enemies; the pillar of stone
when loaded very heavily breaks but does
not bend.

The water-plant grows to the height of
the water ; a man’s intelligence is as keen
as the classics he has studied; a man’'s
fortune is even as his good deeds; his
character is according to his birth, noble
or ignoble.

It is pleasant to see good people ; pleasant
to listen to their good words; pleasant too
to speak of their goodness; to associate
with them is also pleasant.

It is bad to see the wicked; it is bad to
listen to their frivolous speech ; it is bad
to speak of their qualities; it is bad to
associate with them.
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MUTHURAI 59

The water to the paddy-fields flowing along
channels feeds also the grass there;
likewise if there is one good man upon
this ancient earth, for his sake the rain
falls to benefit all.

Though it is really rice that sprouts out of
the husk, yet if the husk be gone, paddy
will not grow ; likewise even unto men of
great energy, nothing will be possible
except with suitable instruments.

Big is the frond of the palm but scentless;
sweet scented is the tiny magizha flower.
Judge not men therefore from size merely.
The vast ocean has water not tit for a
bath ; the tiny spring by its side has good
drinking water.

They are not trees which stand in the forest
in all the glory of branches and twigs.
It is he who in the midst of an assembly
stands like a tree unable to read a word
of writing.

The poem learnt by an illiterate man is as
the Turkey’s imitation of the peacock
dancing in the forest with its tail
outspread.

Like to the physician to the tiger being
swallowed up by it, is a good deed to the
ungrateful and low-minded. It is like a
mud pot dropped on a stone.
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Mistake not the humble to be ignorant and
try to over-pass them; the stork that at
the stream-head lets the small fish go, is
waiting motionless for the big fish to
turn up.

They are not kinsmen who like birds in a
tank forsake it when the water dries up;
they are the real kinsmen who like the
lily and the water-plants in that tank,
suffer with it.

When the noble fall, they are noble still;
others are nowhere ; when a pot of gold
breaks, it is still gold; when a mud pot
breaks, it is nothing.

However deep ycu dip in sea-water, a
measure will not draw up four measures
of water; O friend, though a woman gets.
a good husband and plenty of riches, the
happiness of the pair is as destiny deter-
mines it.

Regard not your brothers, as kindred; for
disease grows within one and kills. The:
medicine from the far-off mount cures the:
illness. There are people who are like-
that.

With a good and obedient wife, there is-
nothing lacking to make a happy home;
but when the mistress of the house is not
as she ought to be or is violent and harsh-
spoken, the house is as a tiger’s den.
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MUTHURAI A3

O pining foolish heart, not as we wish but

as decreed by fate do things happen; if a
man who goes to Kalpaka, the fount of all
bounty, gets only the poisonous nux-
vomica, is it not fate that rules his
destiny ?

their great wrath, the low are as the
clevage of stones, irreconcilable and there
are those who are as cuts in gold, reconcil-
able but the wrath of the noble-minded is
as transient as the mark on the water
caused by an arrow shot into it.

in a beautiful lotus tank, swans love to
gather, so the good seek the company of
the good. The ignorant and the wicked
seek their like, even as in the burial
ground, the crow seeks the corpse.

Knowing its poisonous nature, the hooded

Of

serpent keeps out of sight ; the water-snake
fearlessly lies in the open; the guilty min-
ded hide themselves; the innocent hide not.

the two, a learned man and a king,
rightly considered the scholar enjoys the
greater regard. The king is esteemed
only in his own country; the scholar is
esteemed wherever he goes.

the illiterate the words of the wise are
an annoyance; to wicked people, justice 1s
an annoyance; to the plantain its own

yield is ruin; an unbecoming wife is the
ruin of the house.
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MUTHURAI 66

28. Soft sandalwood, however much rubbed,
loses not its fragrance likewise cJfarlanded
kings when they meet with reverses, may
grow poor in wealth, but not in the
generosity of their heart.

29. The companionship -of kindred, great
fortune, beauty, noble birth come from
good Fortune; when that leaves a man,
all these dlsappear

30. The noble-minded protect the wicked even
if they keep on annoymd them till death.
The tree continues to give itsshade to the
man that is cutting it, until it is cut down.
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VI. NALVAZHI

(The Good Path)

Invocatory

Milk, clear honey, treacle and dhal ; these

mixed together I shall offer to Thee, O, spotless
Gem with the lofty elephant’s face. Give me
in return proficiency in the threefold classical

Tamil.

I.

2.

3.

Virtue ought to be acquired; and sin avoided;

the past good and bad deeds are to earth-
born mortals, an abiding possession ;
well-considered this is most important and
all religionists preach it; refrain from evil
and do good.

Correctly stated, there are on this earth
only two castes, those who give in con-
sonance with an unerring moral code are
noble; those who give not, are low. This
is as set forth in the best books. '

Is not the body of the nature of a bag that
holds all manner of miseries? Do not
believe this false body to be true, but do
charity ; by so doing, you will attain in
due course to salvation attainable only by
the all-powerful sages who have con..
quered sin.
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NALVAZHI 69

It is not possible for any to accomplish
anything except when good karma favours
him; it is like a blind man flinging his
walking stick to bring down a mango; one
will get what he wants at the appointed
time.

Things unattainable are not attained how-
ever hard one may strive for them; those
one ought to have, come to him willy-nilly;
meanwhile it is man’s lot to make his heart
fester by much thinking and then to die off
at last.

In this world except one’s allotted happi-
ness, one cannot get anything of another’s
happiness ; what is the good therefore of
going across the seas and coming back ?

Considered in all manner of ways, this body
is simply a little hut, that harbours vile
disease breeding worms in plenty ; the wise
know this and therefore live un-attached,
like water on the lotus. But they speak not
of this to others.

Though the efforts to earn be innumerable,
except as fate has ordained, one does not
come by wealth; what is worth seeking is
honour, O men of the world, for fortune
doth not ever abide !

Even when a river is dry and the sand
scorches the feet, the river-springs supply
the needed water; likewise the good and
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NALVAZHI 71

well-born, even when they grow poor, will
not willingly refuse to confer benefits on
suppliants.

Though year by year we wail, rolling on
the ground, the dead do not come back to
us, O men who inhabit this wide earth !
let us not wail; that same death is our lot
also; therefore till we go that way, let us
ask what is it that we can call our own.
Let us give gifts, feed ourselves and live on.

You don't give up a day’s food nor take in
for two when available; on no day do you
realise my difficulties, O miserable stomach
of mine! it is difficult to live with you.

The tree on the river bank and the life that
intrudes itself on the notice of kings, will
fall. The noble life is that of the plough;
there is nothing like it; for there is some
fault or another attaching to every other
walk of life.

In this beautiful world, who is it that can
ruin those who are bound to prosper; who
is it that can hold back, the dying; who
can stop those who for ever go no begging ;
none and this is truth.

Worse than beggary wisely considered, is
the life of a suppliant who gets his suste-
nance from unwilling hands. Fie! Fiel
better than eke out one’s livelihood thus,
noble is death.
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Those who put their reliance on and meditate
on the five sacred letters Si-va-ya-na-ma
have nothing to fear ; this is the meansto
Salvation ; this is wisdom. All else are as
ruled by fate.

In this sea-surrounded world, water by the
virtue of the soil, the worthy by their gifts,
kindness by unfailing sympathy and woman-
hood by chastity become admirable.

How can abundant good fortune come to
one who complains against the gods,
forgetting his own evil deeds ? Having done
no good in the previous birth to wipe off
one’s evil deeds, one now expects an empty
pot to boil over.

The ungiving misers never give anything
even to a parent, a brother or sister, a
relative, a friend, not even if they seek
refuge with them. They give only when
tortured.

For one measure of rice, by reason of the
pain of hunger in this wretched body, we
serve and beg and cross the seas, pretend
to rule over the world and sing songs in
praise of others and finally waste this life.

Association with prostitutes is like crossing
a river with the help of the grinding stone;
it is good neither in this world nor in the
other; it is the cause of the loss of one’s
riches and is the seed of much poverty.
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Upon the innocent hearted, the Goddess of
the Red Lotus (Lakshmi) ever bestows
water, shelter, land and heaps of corn, a
good name, fame, prosperity, a good city,
increasing wealth, long life.

O foolish men, who having earned wealth
with much effort, bury it up, listen! after
life departs from this body who can enjoy
that wealth, Oh wretches ?

In the house of a partial judge, evil spirits
gather ; the white ‘‘madder” blossoms ;
the poisonous creeper Padalamuli flourishes;
the goddess of evil fortune settles down and
snakes make it their abode.

A forehead without sacred ashes is graceless ;
food without ghee is useless ; a city without
a river is devoid of beauty; the body of
him who has not noble-minded brothers and
sisters is unlovely ; and an utter ruinisa
house without a wife.

If one’s expenses should exceed one’s capital,
losing one’s honour, losing one’s sense,
despised as a cheat wherever one goes, one
becomes a wicked person through seven
births and obnoxious to all good people.

With the coming on of hunger,-honour,
pride of birth, learning, generosity, com-
mon-sense, gifts, penance, nobility, industry
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and love of sweet-spoken honey-tongued
woman,—all the ten disappear.

When we seek to accomplish one thing, it
is something else that is achieved; occa-
sionally, the thing sought for is itself
achieved. When nothing is sought, some-
thing may present itself. All these are the
doings of Providence.

A measure of rice per day and four cubits
of cloth are all a man needs; but how his
thoughts run in crores! like a mud pot the
life of such blinded men is one misery till

death.

When a tree bears fruits, no one invites
the bats. If one gives freely like sweet
milk from a cow, all the world becomes

friendly.

Each one reaps the benefit of one's past
deeds, O king! even as it is writ by the
lotus-lord Brahma. When wicked people
torment us what shall we do? Even
against the whole town-ship, fate will

prevail.

Better than faulty verse, is faultless prose:
good behaviour is better than noble birth;
better than false courage is persistent
disease; better a single life than marriage
with a reckless unrighteous wife.
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O men who inhabit this wide land, wealth
is like the sand-heaps and depressions in
the bed of a river, changing with each
flood. Therefore give food, give drinking
water, for with charity as a help, the
nobility of the soul will rise.

Harsh words do not conquer soft ones ;
the arrow that strikes down elephants
harms not a piece of cotton; the rock that
is not split with the long iron crowbar, splits
when the roots of a tender shrub enter it.

Even the unlearned, if possessed of wealth
will be welcomed by all; he that hath not
anything, will be shunned even by his wife
and by his very mother. His works will
have no weight.

There are trees which bear fruit without
blossoming ; among men there are those
who act wisely without being told ; like to
the seeds that don’t grow however well
sown, the words spoken to a fool never take
effect.

The crab, the oyster, the bamboo and the
plantain when they come to die, find their
own issue their enemy. O thou who
wearest radiant bangles, when wisdom,
wealth and learning are about to perish,
one takes to women other than his wife.
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There is nothing in any book from the
Vedas down, to conquer fate; but don’t be
afraid, Oh, Mind to those who are to
attain to salvation, it shall be as they desire.
I'ate does not affect these.

The true state of God is that which trans-
cends good and evil, Me and He, possible
and impossible, as those who cut grass seek
none other to bind it with.

If by the thirtieth year, one does not conquer
anger, delusion and desire, his wisdom will
be limited by his reading ; even, as by their
breasts is old age in women.

Know that Tiravalluvar’s Kural, the
Upanishads which embody the essence of
the four Vedas, the sacred hymns of the
three (Tirugnana Sambandar, Appar, and
Sundarar); Tiruvachakam, the Tiruman-
thiram of Tirumular—all these deal with
the same topic and are of equal value.
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VII. NANNERI

Invocation

To him who worships Vinayaka with the
crown of matted locks, radiant as lightning,
the forty stanzas comprised in this series on the
Good Path, will come easy.

1. O thou whose locks are a glow with flowers,
the good go forth and help even those who
have never spoken courteous words; even
as the hand, not seeking praise, offers to the

tongue sweet food |

2. O thou with the beautiful forehead, the
harsh words of the pure-hearted are sweeter
than the sweet words of others. Unto the
Lord which was more acceptable, the stone
flung by the devotee Sakya-nayanar or
the flower from the sugar-cane bow of

Cupid ?

3. If you want to get anything from one who
is not likely to give it to you, get it through
one who belongs to him ; for oh lady with
a bust, high as the golden Himalayas,
those who want the cow’s milk get it with
help of the calf.
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The wealth of those that never help others,
though private and personal will be held
the property of those who. give it. The
water of the unhelping ocean is taken by
the clouds and given as the gift of the
clouds to the world.

When two inseparable friends, part and
reunite, their friendship will really suffer
loss; O thou with flowers in thy locks,
when the husk of the paddy is taken off,
however deftly put back, the paddy will lose
in power of growth.

O thou whose face is as the full moon in the
completion of its sixteen phases! as the two
eyes look at the same object, the loved
wife and loving husband should without
disagreement be always doing good.

Be not conceited like the young lion, with
the thought that in learning you are as the
ocean; remember even the icy-ocean was
drunk off from the palm by the chief of
Rishis, Agasthya.

The power to control one’s wrath, that rises
violently up, is of real worth; is it more
difficult to build up a dam to hold back the
floods or to break it down ?

Even the weak when attached to the valiant,
fear not their strong enemies. The snake
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II.

12.

13.

14.
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on the radiant locks of Lord Siva to whom
sacrifices are offered, fears not the king of
birds with its wide range of wings.

Even without seeking relief to themselves,
the noble good, go forth and help others
in suffering ; the moon without getting rid
of the darkness within it, standing on high
gets rid of the darkness of the world.

The beguiling five senses cause trouble only
to the wealk; they are powerless to harm
the truly wise. The tempest tosses the
straw revolving it round and round, butis
powerless to touch a pillar of stone.

O thou with beautiful ornaments! which is
more marvellous, water flowing out or
being retained in a vessel full of holes?
Likewise not death, but life in this painful
body with its nine holes is the greater
marvel.

The noble give gifts according to the paucity
or plentitude of their circumstances; even
as the rays of the moon are as its phases,
O thou with bust like the mountain whence
the streams flow.

The wise never get conceited, thinking that
they are born to a huge inexhaustible
fortune ; even the Himalayas were bent
once like a bow, Oh thou whose locks are
%domed with flowers that draw the sounding

ees |
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NANNERI 89

To one who is without love, of what use
are place, pelf and power over servants?
How can the dumb study ancient works?
how can the blind use a lamp ? O thou of a
good disposition !

As the ocean flows in and mixes with the
smallest backwater, even the most learned,
not conceited with themselves and their
fortune, go to and afford help to those who
belong to them, however low they be.

Do the children of noble men forbear from
giving gifts on the ground that their parent
became poor by giving? The young plan-
tain at the foot of the old which has ceased
to be useful gives fruits, O thou with golden
ornaments |

By sweet words and not harsh ones is this
sea-surrounded world pleased. O thou with
ringing ornaments of gold, not by the sun’s
rays, but by the moon’s does the sea swell !

Welcoming the good with smiles and feeling
depressed with the coming of others, the
learned resemble the mango, which puts
forth tender leaves and blossoms when the
sweet south blows, but is pained with the
coming of the gale.

The noble when they see the suerings offf
others, suffer like wax in the fire; even as
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the cye weeps when any other part of the
body is afflicted with severe pain.

The learning of those that know not the
beauty of language becomes as nothing
before those that do, even as the mighty
Ganges shrinks into nothing at sight of
the radiant matted locks of the Lord whom
the learned worship.

Regard and disregard are based not on
birth but on wisdom ; who disdains the pae-
cious gem because it comes of a serpent and
who accepts the poison because it is born
of the ocean?

O thou with a swelling bosom, as the ants by
constant movement wear a track on stone,
so the austerities of one who associates
with women will be relaxed by constant
listening to their words.

However virtuous one may be, the low
always speal of one’s faults; even asina
fruitful garden, full of flowers and haunted
by the bees, the crow seeks only the
margossa fruit.

O thou with eye-brows like bows and dark
eyes like arrows fitted thereto, even the
heaviest thing that is put on a raft seems:
light ; likewise, the learned if they go to the
illiterate will not be esteemed.

The wise do not estimate a man’s learning
from his size ; the light seen is not accord-
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ing to the eye seeing but according to the
containing heavens.

Without expecting a return, the wise with
much trouble, do all the good they can
to others; the growing teeth grind all the
food-stuff and offer to the tongue, knowing
they are the hardier.

Even when angry, the wise give gifts to
others ; even when happy the low do not;
even when unripe the plantain is useful;
the juev vomica even when ripe is useless.

The wise, whose thougts are with the supreme
being, do not fear the ills of the body
though heaped up in crores; even as the
deer in the moon, fears not the tiger on the
earth, Oh thou whose cool soft words
are as music.

Before Yama, the cruel God of Death
approaches, joyfully do good and get
salvation! What can they do who do not
put up a dam before the flood comes in,
when they see the floods actually coming
on?

The wise and good to ward off evil from
others will courageousiy go forward and
bear those sufferings themselves: Oh thou
with becoming ornaments, even as the hand
flies forward to stop the blow aimed at the
body and receives it on itself.

O thou with the beautiful forehead, the high
and strong door is useless without the bolt.
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Likewise without the wisdom acquired from
scriptures, all the good deeds are useless.

The irrigation tank needs bunds. The sea
has need of none. So too of those who seek
esteem; the low need to protect themselves:
the very wise have not to.

The wise fear to do wrong; not the unwise.
O thou with the crescent-like brow, the
beautiful eye fears darkness, not the blind
one !

Only the wise appreciate the wise ; the others
do not esteem them. O thou with the eyes
radiant as the victory-bestowing spear !
Milk hath need of the plantain fruit;
vinegar needs it not.

Unto the deserving only, are gifts given;
to others they are denied by the wise.
Always it is to the paddy field that water
is drawn and fed, not to the nettles in the
forest.

O thou whose beauty of close-set breasts vies
with that of Lakshmi, the fool that boasts
of himself before the wise, will quickly sink
even as the Vindhyas went down once into
the earth.

The friendship of the good becomes
increasngly pleasant with lapse of time;
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that of others is not so; O thou good one
hear! when the unripe fruit ripens, it is
sweet to eat. What of the tender leaf ?

39. The intense friendship of the wicked brings
on harm immediately. O thou with golden
jewels, the creeper that blossoms hath
fragrance only that dayl

40. Kings decked and adorned, are not equal to
wise and learned men unadorned; O thou
like unto Lakshmi, how do the other parts
of the body, however adorned, compare
with the unadorned eyes ?
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VIII. NITHI-NERI-VILAKKAM

(An Exposition of the Path of Righteousness)

I.

5

Youth is a bubble on water; abundant
riches are the long rolling waves of ocean,
and the body lasts no longer than letters
traced on water. Why then, my friends
do you not worship in the Court of our

Lord?

Virtue, wealth, pleasure and heavenly bliss,
learning bestows ; it establishes a good
name abroad; and when a calamity befalls,
lends a helping hand. There is thus no
better support to short-lived humanity than

learning.

Painful at first, learning affords pleasure
afterwards; it destroys ignorance and
enlarges knowledge. But thou, adorned
with perfect jewels, know that the pain
that succeeds the short-lived pleasure of

lust, is great.

Learning is the chaste wife; sweet poetry
is the darling son thereof, and eloquence
is the ever-increasing wealth. Some have
also the talent of adorning a noble assembly.

Learning, however,}- extensive, is useless
unless acquired from an able perceptor.
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Even then, without power of speech, it
avails nothing; when that is present, it is
as a flower of gold filled with fragrance.

The learning of those who quake with fear
before an assembly, the loud words of the
illiterate who fear it not, the wealth of
those who neither willingly give to others
nor enjoy it themselves and the beauty of
lt)he indigent are things that had better not

e.

Though Saraswathi dwells in Brahma'’s face,
he cannot equal the illustrious Tamil Poets;
for the famous works these create perish
not like those of Brahma, bereft of fame.

Worse than the wife detected in adultery
in mid-day is the learning acquired through
a long time but found useless before a
learned assembly. The one can be got rid
of by divorce; the other cannot be.

To attempt to learn more, without safe-
guarding by continuous study what has
already been arduously acquired, is like
throwing away abundant wealth in hand
and then striving hard after, collecting it by
sifting.

The learning of the indigent, however great,
does not secure even the least appreciation ;
as the virtuous deeds of a person fail, whose
wife is devoid of domestic virtues.
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However sweet in speech and humble in

behaviour, the poor get only harsh words ;.
(one gets only harsh words if he is but
devoid of wealth.) the sea-girt earth
crouches beneath the feet of the wealthy,.
however rudely they speak. Is this not
madness ?

Even knowing the rich to be niggardly, men

do menial service importuning them with
suits for redress; this submission of those
that did not do good deeds in a former
birth to those that did, is doubtless not
from ignorance but by destiny.

The learned need no other ornament than

their learning ; an ornament set with perfect
gems needs no further adornment; who is
there that will beautify what is already
beautiful.

No one knows everything; exult not there-

fore in the wvain thought that you have
learnt everything; O thou adorned with ear
ornaments | the rock that yields not to the
blacksmith’s hammer yields to the stone-
mason’s chisel.

Beholding those poorer than yourself, rejoice

that your lot is happier; but beholding
those that are better off, reproach your-
self that all you have learnt is nothing
by comparison with theirs.

Learning and wealth are esteemed as true

wealth only when the possessors are as
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humble as the poor who standing before
them beg for them.

When men of real dignity see presumption
in their inferiors, they behave with greater
humility ; for while the lighter scale pan
goes up higher and higher, the heavier one
sinks lower and lower.

Even the acts of the virtuous who avoid
what is forbidden and perform only what
is enjoined would turn evil, should they
boast of having triumphed over the hostile
senses and stood steadfastly in the path of
virtue.

To praise oneself with a view to gain the
esteem of the world is like feeding a flame
with pure water. Is it not admirable to
abstain from self-admiration and is it not
true happiness to abstain from desiring ?

He who seeks the esteem of others should
unforgettingly adhere to a vow of extolling
the virtues of others of concealing their
defects and addressing all with humility.

The empty words of those, who having learnt
much, teach others precepts, which they
themselves follow not, have value only in
one respect, that which consists in the
indirect reproof of others, who do not put
them to shame, by asking directly ‘ Why
follow you not your own counsel ?"
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Those who sell learning to benefit others,
reserve an advantage of another kind to
themselves—the worrying of the King of
the Dead with a hardihood that defies the

terrors of doing evil.

The shameless foul utterance in a learned
assembly by those debarred by fate from
all learning, merely serves to dissipate the
fear caused by their formidable figure—the
fear that birds have when they look at a
scare-crow.

Imperishable learning is attainable only by
the intelligent; not by those who exult in
vain-glorious laughter. Though a woman
possesses charms which even Lakshmi (the
Goddess of Beauty) might envy, they
cannot be enjoyed by an hermaphrodite.

If learned men force instruction into the ears
of the ignorant and thereby incur disrespect,
the fault is their own. Why blame others
when with all their wide learning, they
know not the nature of those others?

The noble dance not attendance at the royal
Court and yet are honoured; there are
others who wait there for ever and are not
honoured; the cat frequents the inner courts
where queens reside, while the valiant elep-
hant that can tear up the pillar to which it
is tied, remains outside the gate.
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To a chaste woman her husband is her god;

so are parents to their childern, Gurus to
their disciples and the king adorned with
leaf-like ornaments of pure gold, to all the
world.

Though princes speak (Command) with the

eye and see with the ear (spies), it is a
prerogative gained by virtue in a former
birth. Of what use is it unless they protect
their subjects with mercy? What can
mighty weapons avail those who lack
manly courage ?

To a prince who extorts tributes from his

subjects, cutting a cow’s udder to get milk
would be comparatively virtuous; but to
those that protect their subjects before
drawing their own revenues, wealth will
come in an over-flowing flood.

He who will not wait till the morrow to

receive what is due to-day, who is inacces-
sible to those who seek redress, who merely
gnashes his teeth with impatience at good
advice is not a king ; is not even a highway

robber.

After crowning his head with garlands,

anointing his body with unguents and
clothing himself in rich robes and feasting
on costly viands, a king who lends not his
ears nor opens his eyes to repeated cries of
distress is but a corpse endowed with breath.
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The justice of the king consists in not being
content with the information of spies but
endeavouring to ascertain the truth ip
person, concealed and unattended in secret
places; and in hesitating to act before
mature deliberation, knowing that the
discovery of the truth is not an easy task ;
but to remain deaf to repeated petitions
of distress is not doing justice.

While many assert anything, the wisdom of
a prince comnsists in accepting what is true
therein, eschewing what is false. There
are men who standing opposite to the
crow, declare it to be white; likewise
there are those who commend matricide.

Even if it be before their eyes, fools perceive
not their own ruin; though thick flames
envelope their body, the sluggish rock-
snakes do not rise up from stertorous
slumbers.

Estrangement of friends, befriending enemies,
scoffing at spies, suspecting everyone,
despising the good advice of the wise, a
change in disposition; these are indications
of approaching ruin.

Those who, on account of their ever
increasing arrogance, hesitate to receive
men worthy of respect and make them
wait at their gates, are instinctively drawn
to easy association with the Goddess of
Misfortune.
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The nobly generous whose glance is the

bud, whose smile is a fresh-blown blossom,
the truth of whose sweet words is the fruit,
and whose munificence is as the ripeness
thereof—they are the real unwearying kalpa
tree, of divine gifts.

The restless elephant suffers no loss by a

small quantity of rice falling off from the
mouthful that it receives; but a crore of
crawling ants find that, with all their
families, a plentiful feast.

The smile of approbation expressed in the

glance of a prince whose bright spear deals
death to elephants is a prouder thing than
even a gift of treasure heaped high enough
to reach the sky.

Those bent on cherishing the body of fame,
knowing the frailty of the body of flesh,
will not hesitate to sacrifice themselves to
the detriment of worldly enjoyment. Per-
sons attached to worldly pleasures are beset.
with calamities.

If there be those that desire to live their

lives at the sacrifice of courage and honour,
let them do so, provided they can be secure
from death even for a second of time.

Virtuous matrons who have renounced their

ornaments in widowhood, sages who sub-
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duing their senses have renounced the false
pleasures of the earth, and dauntless heroes
who stand firm in the bloody field of battle,
these three fear not the grim king of death
even though he appears before them adorned
with a garland of thumbaz flowers.

Fools sigh deeply at the thought of death,
though their bodies be corrupted with sores
full of crawling worms and the festering
smell is felt at a distance of a yojana (about
ten miles). While those who have put their
body to a good use do not shudder to
shuffle off that burden.

Censuring when a monarch censures, com-
mending when he commends, the people
follow but their sovereign, even as raft that
is borme along the current.

True ministers fail not to approach the King
and rouse him to the call of reason, assailing
his ears with their good counsels undeterred
by fear of his anger. The lusty elephant is
guided by its driver and even so, the
ministers of a king are to him.

Speak not your wish to a king without
knowing the proper time, believing him to
be very much under your influence; for,
he that is easy of access might not always
be favourable; he might be devoid of mercy

and bear malice.
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Old acquaintances are not remembered,
friendship is not regarded, ties of blood
are not acknowledged when princes grow
enraged. \What affections have princes in
their rage ? They know neither friends nor
foes at such a time.

Say not contemptuously ¢ What good has
this long attendance at the king’s gate
been ?”’. The many long days may offer a
handle at last to raise your dignity at the
Court.

However uncertain of the event, persevere
to the end in anything good. It is not
wrong to drop the medicine of life on the
lips of death, for some cases which appear
to be impossible become possible.

The wise say not that even without exertion
a thing will fulfll itself by power of fate.
Even the ignorant do not set up a light
without protection in a strong wind, trusting
to power of destiny.

Persistent effort will conquer destiny. The
child Markandeya who as the world knows
overcame destiny and conquered Yama,
bears ample testimony to this truth.

Knowing the suitable time, place, means
and consequence, a thing should be done,
done with all the resources at one’s
command.
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Those that are resolved on doing a thing
mind not their bodily exertion; feel no
hunger, indulge not in sleep; care not for
the hindrance of others, regard not the
unsuitability of time and mind not the
scoffs of others.

They err greatly who do not guard them-
selves against even the smallest foe. In a
large pool, in deep water, a leaping frog
may make it impossible to see even the
shadow of an elephant.

Those that fear not a crore of outside enemies
still fear one secret foe. The sages who
bind the whole world with a single word,
guard with unremitting caution against
inborn lust.

Expose and renounce without any regard
the poisonous relationship of those who
hide malice under a clack of friendship;
an abcess is not covered up with tenderness,
but cut up with a surgeon’s knife and
healed.

For those who while professing friendship
behave with treachery and secretly devise
evil, arraying themselves among the ene-
mies, surely the appointed day has gone by
and Yama lies careless forgetful of their
iniquity.’

Angry minds receive even good deeds as evil,
but spotless minds receive even the worst
of evils as good.
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The words of the kind-hearted, whatever
they be, will always be sweet; but even
the sweet words of the unkind will be
bitter. Borax though hot will cure disease;
while poison though cool will kill.

Virtue consists in avoiding falsehood, slander,
harsh expressions and useless speech; in
guarding the organs of sense from sinning
and in removing all impurities from the
heart.

Those who have persistently stood in the
path of virtue will not stoop to do evil
even in poverty. The many striped red-
eyed tiger, ravenous with hunger, will not
feed on the crop of the green meadows.

Riches got by sale of birth-right, a fortune
acquired by sacrifice of truth, the pampered
ease of the body at the expense of the
religious austerity and the livelihood eked
out by selling one’s inheritance; the
avoidance of all these is the crown of all
virtue.

Those who amass wealth by deceiving or
terrifying the weak at a convenient time
and exult in such possession, will find it
reduced like the slender waist of a beautiful
woman though big as the swelling bosom.

Making little of what they have and
thinking much of what they have not, how
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shall mortals prosper ? The wild fire that
devours everything in its course, dies away
when all the fuel has been consumed.

Riches flow to the very gates of those who
never swerve from one duties of their
station and lineage, who exert themselves
in doing their duty of being universally
beneficent and who even in difficulties
transgress not the bounds of virtue, nor
covet their neighbour’s wealth.

The wealth of the generous is as a prostitute
avajlable to many; the wealth of the
middle class like a chaste wife.  The
wealth of misers like an unadorned widow
1s of no use to any.

The poverty of a benevolent man is much
better than the affluence of the miser. The
former will never be censured by the world,.
as destitute of grace, kindness and pity.

Even where a gift is impossible, refraining
from kind words is most cruel; but alas!
these are men whose tongues are cut off
and whose mouth is locked up by the
smith of the evil deeds of a former life.

Power of speech not used in furtherence of
good, is as the slaying of it. Even at
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the risk of one’s prosperity, one should not
fear to speak, if one has to make the best
use of eloquence.

Those who give up the path of unright-

eousness, however easy and pursue the
path of virtue, however difficult, will not
hestitate to attain to much good by a little
exertion.

Of what use is the lovable kindness of those

who easily promise to do even what is
impossible ? It is like the warm kindness
of one who fearing to injure by harsh
words, cuts off the head.

Even when doing useless things and reaping

but a harvest of empty loud sound, the
foolish boast a great deal. How few are
those who having done good and necessary
things, by their humble silence seem as if
some one else had done it ?

He who without any cause of enmity Leeps

exposing the failings of others, seeking
mockery as the only object of his efforts,
will be dreaded like him who breaks a
man’s jaws simply to see him tremble
with pain.

When those who fear God enter on any
evil action, that God steps forward to
punish them. To those that own no God,
no such thing happens. Good advice is
constantly given only to one’s own dear
children.
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Though the wealth of evil-doers increases,
evil is still evil. Evil can never bocome
good; it is like the licking by the wild
cow that causes death.

Those who repent for the smallest evil done
under force of destiny are not less than
those who have constantly persevered in
the path of virtue and been praised by
the wise therefor.

To approach the gate of a neighbour’s wife
lustfully is not virtue. Supposing it to be
so, let him do it, if it yields him at least
the enjoyment of the shortest duration.
Surely it does not yield any pleasure, but
pain which shakes the body as well as the
mind.

Without detriment to business or studies,
without interfering with virtue, without
detriment to one's vigour, one may enjoy
the charms of his wife.

Those who are driven by lust, fear not mur-
der, falsehood, dishonour, theft, anything
in fact, sin and blameworthy acts even
other things besides, they are apt to do.

Though Fhe wife be more beautiful than
Lakshmi, there are some who will always
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degradingly go after others’ wives. They
are like those animals (like the camel) that
spit out sweet things and chew only bitter
ones.

If a wife robed with chastity, crowned with
affection, anointed with modesty and
adorned with good character and good
deeds, possess also the fortune of begetting
children, her husband has nothing more to

seek by penance.

Though their husbands be handsome in
appearance, youthful in age, skilful in music,
of commanding personality, attracting the
attention of maidens, and be pleasant and
kind in their address, the heart of women
may still turn towards other men.

Far better than an unchaste wife is a harlot,
adorned with bracelets, who sells her body
to eke out her livelihood, for she does not
involve in misery, her husband, herself, her

kindred or neighbours.

Unchaste women have no heed of propriety,
greatness of birth or worth ; they preserve
not chastity and feel not shame; these
ignorant women do not possess any good
quality whatsoever. Their birth is a source

of great sin.

Those who set themselves against the in-
exorable senses, seeking salvation, do not
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admire female beauty, mention not women
in their conversation, do not gaze at women
lustfully, do not listen to their melodious
music and do not commend what is contrary
to propriety.

Persons of strong will, not tossed by the

waves of the (five) senses, eat their food
like mad men; for they think that out of
love for delicious food, spring love of sleep
and of pleasures of women.

Holy men, however benevolent and merciful,

will not tend their body even though the
bones show through the skin. How could
those, that seek to enter a heavenly mansion
built out of their wisdom, preserve this false
tenement of despicable flesh ?

Though the pleasure of the senses be transient,

its votaries renounce all other forms of
enjoyment ; but they who bathe in an ocean
of heavenly bliss, desire not to wallow in
the mire of earthly pleasure.

Even the enemies of ascetics who are free

from sexual desire, will turn towards them,
with feeling of respect and worship whatever
their conduct may otherwise be, but if they
do not guard against that desire, even the
profligate will blame them far and wide,
however high they may be in other respects.

With bustling haste men do many things,
and waste days and nights; if by chance
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one should turn them to the path of virtue,
they quake and tremble. How shall such
men prosper ?

Those that can decisively foresee the limit of
their life-time, may perhaps rightly sleep
away their days in careless indolence, saying
we are still young and may perform penance
in old age ; but even sages who could foresee
that, do penance without delay.

When a man seeks to do good deeds, his
evil karma intercepts and leads him into
evil, even as robbers lead astray in the night
the traveller whose feet are set on the
high-road.

The cloak of penance worn by those ascetics
whose heart is away from renunciation of
the world, is very different from a coat.
The coat at least covers the body but that
covers nothing.

Oh! Ye, who practise deceit, rejoice not
that you have deceived everyone. Itis
wisdom to quake and shudder at the thought
that there is One unseen who is omnipresent
and sees you in secret.

The infamy of evil done in secret will spread
abroad, as though God had proclaimed it by
beat of drum, just as the stink of putrid
flesh, however much covered up, will assault
the nose of those far off.
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When the weak fall, they somehow, survive;
when others fall, they are lost for ever.
The petty ones do not fall fast; even if they
fall, they are saved, not so, others.

Though not seeming acceptable, the acts of
great men may not be reprehensible except
to the low. But others feed flesh with flesh
and are blameworthy. Are those, who eat
flesh to fatten their bodies, equal to those
who perform animal sacrifice to bring down
rain?

The sages who are our masters identify
themselves with all sorts and conditions of
people and give proper advice, but they
are far above them all, just as God is both
immanent and transcendent.

Those that have realised truth, indulge not
their senses in things false, but anxious to
attain to true wisdom, guard their five
senses ; with control of the senses as the
door-frame, fear of blame as the long door
and their fortitude as the bolt, they guard
themselves.

To those who have completely renounced
the world, the happiness born of realisation
of truth is the greatest bliss. All the rest
is merely pain; even as to a learned
husband, the first born of a virtuous wife is
a source of joy.

They alone have trodden the great path
who study and conform to what they have
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studied :—to avoid evil, and do good,
remain content with what they get, hold
fast to the means of reaching the Highest
and stand still realising the True One.

To2. Sages there are, who, by right standards of
pure reason perceive the Truth without
doubt or error, have their inner eye or true
consciousness always open, while keeping
their outer eyes shut against the world.
What they see within them is the precep-
tion of the Highest Truth. If that is their
dream, conversion of that into waking
consciousness is the ultimate Eternal Trath.
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IX. NEETHI VENBA

Invocation

The old words of wisdom of those that know,
I, the simple-minded, shall set forth in quatrains
of the law, with the gracious help of the first born,
of Siva and his consort Uma.

1. The lotus, gold, pearl, hair of yak, bezoa,
milk, honey of flowers, silk, civetand fire
are not despised because of whence they
are born; likewise what does it matter
where the good are born?

2. In a lion’s cave one finds ivory, radiant
elephant’s pearl; in a fox’s hole does one
find anything more than asses’ tails, short
hair, bones and hides ?

3. A wise enemy might be a friend; an unwise
friend may prove an enemy; the noble
hunter saved the Brahmins’s life; the
unwise monkey killed the king.

4. The world loves a sweet voice and despises
a harsh one. What good did the cuckoo
do and what harm did the ass ?
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As the tongue gets sweet food cut up by
the thirty-two inimical teeth, so also the
wise, by true love even towards enemies,
get them to do their work for them.

O thou wearest fine ornaments, the beauty
of a widow with heavy locks is useless;
impatience makes penance useless; useless
is the life of an orphan, useless the relish of
taste by one whose teeth are wide apart.

The bent bamboo is higher than the crowned
head of kings; the straight one goes into
the beggarly hands of acrobats, goes all
over the world and is trampled under foot.

Lighter than cotton, that is itself lighter
than straw, is a beggar. But if the wind
does not blow him off, it is because it is
afraid he might beg of it also.

Who eats once observes discipline ; who eats
twice may be said to enjoy himself ; who
eats thrice is sickly ; you may say for certain
he who eats four meals will quickly die.

Two are the eyes unto all. But to the
learned, their learning is a third eye; to
givers of gifts, the eyes are seven, including
the five fingers; to the wise, their eyes
are infinite.
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With thy kinsmen around thee, live with
thy loving wife happily ; people cross the
waters taking hold of a cow’s tail; none
holds to a dog’s tail for the purpose.

A slave to love is a slave to all the world;
he who has mastered or risen superior to
it, finds all the world slave to him.

Tormenting cows, brahmins, women and
children, and shameless lies are not less
but each more than the other, by a
hundredfold.

Discontented wise men and contented kings
will suffer, like shameless family women
and shamefaced prostitutes.

The learned know the greatness of the
learned, not the unlearned; how can a
barren woman know the pains of child-
bearing ?

What is done should be done after due

deliberation; otherwise it may lead to
sorrow ; like the grief of the brahmin
woman who killed the mungoose that
protected her family line.

It you have the gracious speech on your
tongue, the goddess of wealth and all
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friends will join you; when the tongue is
coarse, fortune does not favour; death
might soon overtake such a one.

The fly’s poison is in its head; the scorpion’s
Is in its tail; the serpent’s poison is in its
tooth, the wicked man’s poison is over
every inch of his body.

Consider the wicked and the snake: the
former are worse as not being amenable
to anything. The serpent is controlled by
a spell.

From horned cattle, keep away at a distance
of five cubits; from a horse, ten cubits;
from an angry elephant a thousand cubits
are necessary; from the cruel wicked, it
is best to be out of sight altogether.

Is it possible to make decent people of the:
ignorant envious ? No, even with the best
spices, the nature of garlic cannot be
altered.

The wicked and coughing are alike, being
rendered worse by sweetness but controlled
by bitterness in taste and speech.

O maid, like the lotus is their face, their
words cool as sandal paste; but their

10
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deceitful mind is as the pair of scissors for
cutting the hair. These are the three
characteristics of the low.

The low by caste are not so low as he who
breaks his word. He who holds another
low by caste merely, is the lowest of all.

Talking of wisdom, discipline, the praise-
worthy four vedas and the sastras to those
who like these not, is like filling the base
pots of wretches with the sacred Ganges
water; so refrain from doing that.

The good do not associate with the cruel
wicked. Among the Jains, who are nude,
what is the need for a washerman ?

Oh Maid, ivory, the hair of the yak, the
claws of the tiger and the learned have
their esteem not so much at their place of
birth as elsewhere |

The hair on the head, the sharp nail, white
teeth and men in position endowed with
sense of honour are esteemed in their place;

.moved thence, are they regarded by any ?

The victorious tiger’s claws, the white hair of
the yak, and the radiant tusks of the
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elephant; even moved out of their place are
esteemed. The wise man leaving a place
will still be honoured.

She is a wife who is kind as a mother,
serviceable as a slave, beautiful as Lakshmi
on the lotus, patient as the earth, pleasant
as the beautiful-breasted courtesan, intelli-
gent as a minister.

When one woman talks, the world will quake;
when two talk, the stars drop down to
earth ; when three talk the ocean will run
dry ! Oh, Maid, if many women speak,
what will happen to the world !

In the first cycle of years (Kritha Yuga)
Renngas was a cause of destruction ; in the
second cycle (Thretha Yuga) Sita was the
cause of much destruction; and in the
third cycle (Dhwapara Yuga) it was
Draupadi. But now in this Kali Yuga,
every house harbours a Yama.

Though the sea-salt is white as camphor,
it is not camphor. Likewise, the low,
however much they look like pious folk,
cannot be so.

Should any wicked man say anything, he who
knowing the time and the place, speaks
suitably and he who without being wounded
thereby leaves the place safe, are wise men.
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As the bell-metal sounds a great deal, while
gold does not, the men of little learning
make a great noise, while the deeply learned:
maintain silencc.

One should make gifts with good cheer when
able; otherwise it may become impossible
to give anything; when the waters of the
ocean were drunk up by the master of:
faultless Tamil, what could it offer to the
clouds ?

Is it not wisdom for the wise to get out of
the way of the unwise? The elephant that
could resist its master, often moves out of
the way of the filth-feeding pig. Is it out of
fear ?

The Mantras, God himself, medicine, the
grace of the master, tricks, initiation in
wisdom, Yantras (plates marked with magic
figures) are efficacious and true to the’
faithful one and cease to be so to the
unbelievers.

Even those that can bear the heat of the
lustrous sun, cannot bear the heat of the
sand where the rays rest! likewise, even
those who attack God, cannot attack His-
devotees, the recipients of His grace.

Though God is immanent everywhere, He is
seen most gracious in his devotees; precisely
as fire that blazes through a whole forest is
honoured only at the lamp. '
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Knowing that the pains of Hell will befall,
the good never think even lustfully of
virgins, widows, others’ wives prostitutes
and their own servants.

Let the following be regarded as one’s own
mother :—One’s mother, a brother’s wife, a
master’s wife, the queen of the land and
one’s mother-in-law.

O thou that art beautiful as a picture tank-
water, banyan-shade, a storied house young
women are cool in summer and warm in
winter.

Those engaged in proper work, have no fear
of scarcity; those that pray have no fear of
sin; the silent will pick no quarrel; the
unsleeping Gods have no fear!

In times of danger, precious wealth is needed;
when fortune favours one, dangers do not
approach ; but when fortune favours not
and danger comes, everything perishes
outright.

Wealth is woeful ; earning it is painful; then
guarding it is painful ; spending it is painful
and lastly losing it is painful.

By one’s own deeds, good and evil befall;
and one cannot escape them: O maid, the
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wise ones say, that even through a hundred
million years, one’s deeds will pursue one |

Before the pure hearted wise, sins cease to
be effective; the eagle is not affected by
the snake’s poison; by the side of the
many-tongued fire, cold ceases to afflict;
but the wicked are never happy.

It is pleasant to eat after offering food to
the Gods, the manes of one’s ancestors and
guests ; otherwise eating by one’s self is as.
the stork swallowing the fish it has caught.

Though the rays of the sun and the moon
pervade all the earth, they shine best in
the sun and moon-stone ; likewise, He who
has the sun and the moon for His eyes,
though immanent everywhere, is seen best
in his Devotees.

The sastras tell us of the death even of
Vishnu and others; we see often people
dying on this earth. Why then do we love
this body? The only thing that is stead-
fast is the worship of Lord Sankara.

Life is as the drop of water that falls fast
from the tip of the pipal leaf. Ere life
departs from this unsound body, it is good
to behold and worship the feet of Siva.

Wrong can never triumph over right; patience
cannot be conquered by wrath ; vice cannot
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triumph over virtue, the Rakshasas cannot
prevail over Sri Kannan.

To beget one good child is better than having
many without beauty or intelligence. O
thou, that are like a thread of gold, what is
the good of the pig breeding many young.
ones, is not the elephant’s single issue
better ?

O fools, one could sooner see the flower of
the pipal, the white-hued crow and the feet
of the fish in the roaring waterfall, but even
(Gods with fragrant garlands cannot see the
mind of woman.

As the venomous snake cannot bind the
golden eagle; as the stoutest rope cannot
bind fire, so passion and the five senses
cannot bind the practiser of Siva’s penance.

Except by virtue which gives both intelli-
gence and salvation, man cannot live by
foolish vice, as plants that sprout from seed
are fed by the motherly cool draughts of
water and not by fire |

Like the cow that fearing separation keeps.
running after its calf, the Lord Siva with
His divine consort will keep running after
those who keeping crying for him ¢Siva,.
Siva, Siva’’.

Not generous themselves, nor allowing others -
to be so, are some. Behold trees that yield
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pleasant shade, flower and fruit are often
fenced with thorn.

That is charity when those that receive,
are like the sucking bee doing no harm to
the flower ; but it is a plunder to stick like

the worm to the green leaf and ruin it
outright.

With the mother’s death, one loses delicacy
of taste in food; with the father’s death,
education suffers; with a brother’s death,
the might of one’s arm is gone: alas | when
a wife dies everything goes with her |

To those that seek wealth, lust of gold
cometh ; to those that behold sinners, sin
attaches itself; those that see a flower,
enjoy its fragrance, and those that see
pious people acquire virtue.

As dog’s milk is useful only for the dog and
not for any sacred purpose; the wealth of
the wicked helps those that punish them and
are not useful to Siva’s devotees.

Gold, sugar-cane and good milk and sandal
wood, however compressed, will show only
their previous good qualities. Likewise
even when fallen, only good qualities will be
found in the good.

O thou that art like Lakshmil Fallen
women, dogs, physicians, Brahmins, and
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cocks without any reason, when they meet
another of their kind, fall foul on each
other. Well considered, the cause is their

own nature.

O thou that art like the swan! The beauty

of the koel is its music; the beauty of
sweet-spoken women is their virtue; gra-
ciousness is the beauty of the widely learned;
patience is the beauty of those who are rid
of desire and delusion.

Beneficial words are best ; it is not enough

to speak what is true. Even Eranda-Muni
perished in the waters with king Chola
speaking what he thought good.

O Maid, lustrous as pearl! On earth only

two sets of people are great, the Rishi and
the Alchemist. The one annihilates poverty
and the other annihilates birth. Others
may seem like men, but are merely worms
produced by human seed.

The true Yogi who is unattached is known by

three signs; influence over others, unsound-
ness of mind, child-like innocence. The
successful alchemist is likewise known by
three signs; happiness, giving of gifts and
not begging of others.

The learning of the wise removes ignorance

11

and conceit ; the learning of others produces
these. The good practise austerities sitting
down in a suitable place; the low, only
seek after pleasures.
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Seek not the wicked, however ennobled by
learning, thinking them pure; O thou with
beautiful ornaments! Who approaches the
serpent even though it bears the cool
gleaming gem on its head ?

In this forest called an inhabited town,
are patches of sharp thorn known as women
with sharp sword-like eyes. They do not
prick those who with firmness of mind wear
the shoes of not-desiring.

To the avaricious, there is no guru nor any
kindred ; to the hungry man, the taste and
seasonableness of food do not matter; to
lovers of learning, pleasure and sleep do not
matter; to the lustful is neither fear nor
shame.

Even the good when they harbour the wicked
will suffer in themselves and their kindred ;
that is like the suffering of the swan that
gave shelter to the benighted crow.

Mind, word and deed are different in the
case of the wicked; with the honorable
good, all these are one and identical.

The gem that adorns an assembly is a man
of learning; that which adorns the sky is
the sun;........... that which adorns the house
is the son.
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When the water in the milk is boiled, the
milk in anger rushes upon the fire and is
appeased only when further water is poured;
likewise the good ward off evil from their
dependents even with their own lives.

The property of the devotees of Siva who
burnt the three floating cities is fiercer
than fire; fire does not burn those who
move away from it; but this other burns
one wherever one may go.

Even the blameless pure, when associating
with the blameworthy suffer blame. Even

milk drunk under the shade of the palm,
will not be so-called.

In the ears of those filled with sin, words
of virtue do not abide ; the dog that relishes
flesh and bones cannot appreciate cow's
ghee.

At the time of marriage of a girl, the father
desires learning ; the mother desires wealth;
the kinsmen look to caste; and the girl
herself looks to the beauty of the bride-
groom.

The fly desires the foul festering sore ; kings
desire wealth; those not learned in peace-
giving literature desire fight; the gocd
desire fellowship.
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The beauty of a woman with abundant locks
of hair ceases with the birth of a child.
The greatness of saints who seek the grace
of God, will cease the moment they seek
anything worldly.

The reputation of a family is lost by union
with a servant; the family wealth is lost
by association with a prostitute; longevity
of life is lost by association with a widow
and everything is lost unto those who
associate with other’s wives.

Truth is unpalatable to most people, but
deceitful falsehood is pleasant; milk has
to be taken from door to door to be sold;
but toddy is sold on the spot.

Even the good associating with the wicked
shall deserve reproach; even a bit of rope
in a hole is taken for a snake.

Except by power of expression, the scholarly
cannot by mere shape be distinguished
from the unscholarly. The crow and the
dark blue koel are to be distinguished only
by their voice.

With the net of love, the minds of men
are fastened to the post of domesticity by
the hunters called women and they get
them bitten by the hounds called children.
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It is good to help cheerfully those that one
knows, to the extent possible to one; hence
it is not so good to help after much
solicitation and worse helping after much
delay and refusal.

Whoever guards a secret he is noble; who
discloses it is less so; Oh, thou adorned
with many ornaments, he is the worst who
betrays for lucre.

The very noble are as the lofty palmyra in
giving, taking very little and giving much ;
next below are those who are as the cocoa-
nut, giving as much as they take; last of
all are those who are like the arecanut and
the plantain, yielding much less than they
take.

Beyond helping all others with pleasure,
the good seek no benefit for themselves.
The Karpaga tree of the Gods and the two
treasures—Sanga and Padma—and the
clouds, are known to give and never to
seek benefits for themselves.

The sun’s rays are hot; hotter still is fire;
more fierce than the sun’s and fire’s rays
are the evil words of the wicked.

Cool are the rays of the moon ; cooler still
is sandal paste; coolest are the pleasant
words of the gracious who have love,
learning and patience.
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95. Not to wear sacred ashes and yet to wish to
go to heaven, is to give up the Sanjivs
which makes men immortal and take to
poison instead.

g6. The lotus looks forward to sunrise; the
ambal to the moonrise ; the bees await the
opening of the flowers; the devotees of
Siva await in their meditation the coming
of the Lord.

g7. Bilva and grass are more acceptable to God
Somasundara than any flower; the hymns
of the four Saiva Devotees are more than
all the four Vedas; O Lady, soft and good !
all the mantras are as nothing to the five
letters Na-Ma-Chi-Va-Ya.

08. The countless stars that gleam at night in
the sky are as nothing compared with the
moon ; likewise, many fools living together,
however lovingly, are not esteemed so much
as a single poet.

99. The trees in the vicinity of the sandalwood
take on the fragrance of that tree; those
in the vicinity of the bamboo, stand the
risk of being burnt down, when the bamboo
rubs against the sandalwood, burning
bamboo and sandalwood and all.

100. The Ganges washes off sin; the moon
mitigates heat; the Karpaga tree of the
Gods banishes poverty; but should you
associate with the noble good, the three
evils perish at once.
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X. ARANERICHARAM

OR

THE ESSENTIALS OF THE WAY OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Praising wijch my tongue, the praise-worthy
feet of Him of the Faultless Vision, who
walks on lotus flowers, I hasten to set forth

c}ear]y, the essentials of the way of
righteousness.

In a world confounded with a multitude of
books dealing with unrighteousness, lust
and the like, those, who are so fortunate as:
to listen to words of righteousness, are the
only mortals who can rid themselves of
re-birth.

Four things are to be considered: the Author,
the hearer or Reader; the subject matter
of the book and efficacy thereof. The wise
reject what is unsound and accept or
establish what is sound in them.

He who is versed in the laws of righteousness,.
gracious in himself, not given up to the five
senses, freed from attachment, external and
internal, self-controlled and capable of
expounding the ways of salvation to men,
is best fitted to teach the laws of Right-
eousness.
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5. An infant; one possessed; a lunatic; an
invalid ; one who does not look forward ;
a simpleton ; a drunkard; a mischief-maker;
a covetous person; one who understands
faultily, these are unfit to expound the laws
of Righteousness.

6. He who fears, deprecates all praise of himself,
guards himself against all blame; helps
others as far as lies in his power; listens to
the firmly established words of wisdom and

abides thereby is most fit to hear words of
Righteousness.

7. One who persists in his own opinion however
wrong ; one who is conceited ; one who
obstinately differs merely for the sake of
difference; one who looks out for vile
words; one who never listens to sweet
words though possessed of opportunities,
to these the wise do not impart instruction
in righteousness.

8. A book purporting to establish well the laws
of Righteousness, should expound Karma,
the nature of the Soul, of Bondage, and the
way of freedom from bondage; should
propound such tenets as are not harm:ful but
are capable of wiping out unrighteousness,
and should conform to the ways of the wise.

9. Terrifying the ignorant at the point of death,
subjecting them to all manner of evil and
not helping them with what benefits them
here and hereafter, are books that are not
books at all of Righteousness.
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Speaking of it, the wise, well-acquainted
with virtue say, that the benefit of study
of the nature of virtue is, consistent speech,,
praise, gift of wealth and good fellowship..

The advantage of being instructed in virtuous
lore is twofold, good discipline with noble
domestic life, and attainment of unfailing
salvation by advancement in wisdom.

Truthfulness, patience, nobility, austerity,
self-control, uprightness, non-possession of
wealth, asceticism, adherence to the path of
rectitude, these ten virtues make up all
nobility.

O thou that art like Lakshmi, there is: no
friend like virtue, seeing it is a help here
and hereafter; makes one known and
understood by all; enables one to be the
foremost amongst one's kinsmen; and
bestows on one all the joys of the heart’s
desire.

O King of cool mountains!| A man’s accu-
mulations stay behind in the house. His
weeping kinsmen leave him at the crema-
torium. Fire consumes his body. Well
considered, only his virtues keep him
company.

12
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Should ascetics and householders mutually
help each other and make virtue flourish
(in both the spheres of worldly and spiritual
life), it shall never fail in this sea-surrounded
world, but be firmly established as pillar
and rafter.

With sweet words as the fruitful soil, with
gifts as seeds, with harshness weeded out,
manuring with truth and watering with
affection, raise betimes the crop consisting
of sheaves of virtue.

They alone succeed who early take hold of
and practise virtue. It is not certain that
he who lies down at night will wake up in
the morning. Wherefore then do you not
begin early to do good ? :

The days that are gone, may be counted on
the little fingers: the days before us none
can compute. Great is the harm of letting
the days pass without doing good.

As Death the destroyer comes not before the
allotted time and does not allow one day
beyond, one must do good and calmly and
fearlessly await his deceitful coming.

He. that is alive to-day, dies presently and
his possessions forthwith become those of
another; it is well therefore that men who
are under the sway of Death, act well and
establish themselves in virtue.
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It is foolishness to believe that fleeting youth
will last for ever and postpone practice of
virtue to old age. Death may happen even
now. Therefore undelaying and even at
the expense of torturing your body practise
virtue.

Sending forward old age and dire disease,
King Death, comes and overthrows this
fortress of a body. Seek the protection of
much virtue; considered anywise, there is
no other protection to life.

What is worth doing, is doing good. Let
the wise do it, at whatever cost; for there
1S no escaping from that sure visitor, the
harsh King of Death.

What is the good of mocking at one who has,
wasted all his wealth and departed from
this world ? It is mere foolishness. Rather
one should hasten along the path of the
virtuous and do more and more what is
righteogs.

The essential duties of life are t00 numerous
to mention. Therefore choose for yourself
righteous deeds and do them. Who does
not make his own heart his best defence
in the next birth, is sure to suffer endless
pain in hell,



189 NpOseerrin

< oyt Srpae QJ.U_'I[LI/T@ 1B T @I5LD )

2 YRGS Hrrenr Gt T ?—10,0.5 @) 5 IT (IH@IT
BrL® @l denii G 9FFBp5 FTed s 5%

L B5 S pBeorsow wire. 26

ureib Qumss LS 5 st @gyoLd

Y srer Peovda wmesr s s —Lraid

Qurer gy apeo @ Fu1 Quirgraile @HLORT & 1)
YRy T @D 9y, D QY BleIT Y. a7

ap Q&1 & orudeir LIWGOT U1 & 5 S 605 &5 6b

9 PO i1 afl &rulesr L er Cursewrer—ms pO suisnas
O5 H&uyd o pwpBassd BT GlererQ e |
Do GlgerdAur apesr. 28

Blengwed 4 Srre worer ®_engLiLimi
2 eyl & G 516 mies6 & e B
Q&b g DOwevfl guiip 9
G &iwiar g pQBs YGb B 5.

— YT FEgTIIF
&IT BIGT DT UWIT 6

29

&6V G)Qur@ajlé%rés HTI6T B ST Ly gy

@ n Glaresr giib <Y 1D KU T & Go— 15 6pen ) |

B QB Blen il apsLing gy epeip

QupBuwr Feanjert s wr . 30



26.

27.

28.

20.

30.

ARANERICHARAM 183

Why without doing all the good you can, do
you forgetfully sleep over it? When the
vehicle of flesh created by Brahma breaks
down, it will be impossible to mend it.

To accumulate sin and blame from mere
selfishness to the prejudice of all righteous-
ness is no good. The just and peerless god
of Death, intolerant of evil cuts down a
man'’s life stealthily but steadfastly.

Dear Heart! We enjoy the benefit of former
good; that exhausted, we are born according
to our deeds in this birth. Therefore, ere
the god of Death separates the life from
the body, forget not righteousness, but do
all the good you can.

It is not possible to calm down the waves
before bathing. There is no higher truth
than this. It is no good waiting to do good
till after one has grown rich, for riches may
not then stand one in good stead. One
should do good then and there according

to his means. To him alone riches prove
useful,

HO,WeVe? clearly explained, the path of
Virtue is never understood by an ignoramus.
Oh virtuous majd! what does a ladle know
of the sweetness of food cooked in excellent
ghee however much it helps to serve it out ?
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Stone never softens however long (daily)
under water; likewise, however oft (daily)
they hear of righteousness, the low only
harden their hearts more than stone.

Stone is never saturated with water even
when dipped in a tank; some seed-cereals
never soften with boiling. Likewise, the
vulgar never know the way of righteous-
ness, however much they may be made to
listen to discourses on righteousness.

When bereft of wealth, you think of charity;
when possessed of aught, you think of
something other than charity. O unstable
mind of mine! living with thee is like
keeping low company.

As you patch it up in one place, it tears off
in another, this old piece of cloth called
life! O thou fortunate, waste no time in
unprofitable patching up. Know this life
hath an End|

The alms given to one in poverty, who did
not do charity when he was in affluence,
advise him to do charity if he gets riches.

You cannot pyt up with a day’s starvation;
nor do you store up for two days when
offered; O graceless body, though the end
of life is noble, it is impossible to live
with you.
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When the mould is misshapen, the brick that
is made therein is also misshapen. The
wise say that one’s righteousness suffers
with one’s intellect.

Those who expound the way of righteousness,
speak in no uncertain terms of the Lord,
of true knowledge, of asceticism, of wealth,
of the destructibility of all things sublunary.

The best of scriptures is ours; god and virtue
are what we have set forth. Believe in us
because what we declare, we got from those
who renouncing the world, realised truth.

Other faiths are inconsistent and contradic-
tory ; on no matter is anything clear. But
amid dissimilar things, it is righteousness to

protect life and to be pure and clean within
one’s self.

Those that buy gold test it by weighing,
cutting, assaying. If truth is also sought
th_at way, one might secure the true
wis do.rn that annihilates re-birth. Other-
Wise it is no use, following anything that
catches one’s fancy.

42. Eschewing affection and aversion, the wise

Investigate the truth of anything. The
virtue of what you are averse from and
the defect of what you are affectionate
towards will both be lost out of sight.
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The sincerity or hollowness of assumed
asceticism may be known from what the
ascetic gives and takes.

Restrain the five senses indulgence in which
wears out your vitality, do the six-fold
actions and be rid altogether of desires.
So unattached, you shall inherit the king-
dom of Heaven.

He who is scorched by the heat of the sun,
seeks as a relief the cool shade and the
like, so different from heat. Likewise, he
who is entangled in the evil of lust, should
practise discipline to be rid of the bondage’
of birth.

Those who know the laws of nature say not
that any disease caused by heat in the body,
could be cured by heat. On the contrary
it is healed by coolness. To be rid of
one’s wicked actions, one should submit to
discipline and walk in the path of virtue.

It should be understood that they are fools
whose practice differs from their teaching
and who explain all things in like contrary
and inconsistent fashion. Their works
are false and those are deluded who act
according to their writings.
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The attempts of those who depend upon
their own faulty perception and their own
impulse for guidance to lead them to bliss,
is like the attempt of two men blind and
deaf to reach their destination with the aid
of their staff and their discussion of the path.

It is befitting, that only those who are well
versed in the works of wisdom should
expound the need for renunciation to one
trying to know the truth. It is equally
befitting that only the good and sensible
should sit round and listen to the teachings.

Know clearly the nature of things, the
power of conduct, the wisdom in books the
significance thereof, and the nature of the
Lord, one and unique, and then pursue the
path of righteousness to attain to salvation.

Real knowledge is known by noble conduct ;
low acts betray useless knowledge. It
1s 1mpossible to attain to perfection by

practising duplicity. He that is unattached
attains to salvation.
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Seeking the help of one who trembles at the
mere sight of an army and runs for self-
protection, and falling at his feet with the
hope that he will wash off all sin, is like
setting an infirm cat to guard a house
against rats, a cat which allowed rats to
make ravages everywhere, but simply
mewed, to save himself from being worried
by the rats.

To revere and accept the spiritual leader-ship
of one who grows covetous at the sight of a
house, and a mansion, is like beseeching an
actor-king in a play to assume rulership
over the city.

To seek instructions from those who are
not distinguished for faultless conduct or
austerity is like seeking sweet scent from
flowers and sandal-paste devoid of fra-
grance.

In this wide ocean-surrounded world, to
consider the unrighteous as noble and
follow them for instruction in virtue is

like keeping a dry cow and expecting milk
therefrom.

Shall one who hath possession of nectar
that gives immortality, hearing others
declare poison to be good, foolishly give
up his nectar and take the poison, because
he fancies, what many speak must be the
truth ?

18
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Learn to call them masters who knowing
themselves and what they are competent
to teach, instruct others in righteousness.
It is wrong to regard others as masters.

However learned, the words and the wisdom:
of those who maintain that the soul alone
exists, are ineffectual : as ineffectual as the
lamp light before the radiance of the sun.
They are as if they had studied nothing.

He gets rid of pains of four-fold rebirths.
who shaking off six kinds of faulty conduct,:
three-fold ignorance, eight-fold conceit and
giving up anger, sees things with unerring
perception made keen by eight-fold discip-
line.

Those replete with noble qualities call the
following six, as faults in conduct—fear,
desire, worldliness, affection, false-faith,
worship of evil gods.

To those of spotless good discipline the-
following are masters, the King, one’s own
father and mother, the ascetic who

unfailingly fulfils his will, the preceptor and
his wife.

Those who credulously believe the false
teachings of false teachers, resemble those
who disbelieving their eyes are not con-:
vinced by what they see, who kill their
WIVES suspecting their chastity in a dream-

and are Pundits depending on others for-
wisdom.
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The wise regard, as the folly of the men of
a false faith, the practice of carrying about
deer or tiger skin, wearing ochre-coloured
robes with long skirts sweeping the ground,
having a stick, Kavads, water-vessel,
umbrella, sandals, a spear, teeth and bones
in strings, and all the pomp of religiosity.

Like to the action of him who fights without
the four-fold force of chariot, elephant,
horse and foot, or that of a man who while
riding on the back of an ass, yet carries
the load on his head, the action of Sanya-
sins of false faith will end only in ridicule.

Unprofitable after all are the eight kinds
of conceit based on learning, fame, birth,
prowess, penance, wealth and beauty.

This body which by repeated birth we have
won, we have repeatedly lost unto Yama,
God of Death. So lost and so won, and
born everywhere, there are none, who are

not our kindred. Why then lose temper
with any ?

Pondering on the certainty of the separation
of life from the body, one should shed both
ignorance and anger; and like him who
avoiding the weeds, obtains the grain it is
befitting one should do only what is good.
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The following eight constitute faultless
perception :—freedom from doubt, desire,
hatred and ignorance, refraining from
evil, steadfastly doing good, unbounded
love towards all living beings, and illumi-
nation of righteousness.

It is a rare boon to be born a man ; so born,
it is rarer still to be well-versed in the
wisdom of men; those so versed, will not
deviate from the path of rectitude, but
practise discipline strenuously.

O Little Heart, you cannot remember the
places where you were born before. For-
getfulness is the heritage of this wormy
body. Take to good discipline and seek
your salvation.

The path of righteous conduct leads one to
distinction, to have strength of mind to
discern right from wrong, to know the
Truth, to be pure in mind, to attain to
faultless learning of scriptures, to be alive
to one’s duties and to love and be loved by
learned men.

Of every kind of birth, that which confers
the greatest joy is being born a man; sO
born, it will be really a great joy if one
should study, hearken and act conformably
thereto.

Like stone flung upon fried wafers the
learning that points one way and the practice
that points another way are useless since
they lead to wickedness in the mind.



200 Y pRsdsEnrip

NG grayenritg Qo DLW BFHESE
P L greldns oEwaEs Sre@L
USOUL® @i eyt Ly imis Q& u1 se

wELLYPSS B Ll way.

upRm® Q& pob b B LG [/ EHLD
PO 2 &6 HT60T Qor (85 & 60T — a5 Db
S CQEwit S wsh i yrfail @

gL §fajem wiri.

Bevall ZorL 19T vavmred B

S50 em@ureps We.

) : eevn DI6 ST LWen )T eFHLD
Qeeaerer @ ms srid @19 &yit—monad) o

RE D RPHEHapLb AT APD ©_cirasyl

T TR

saredlp 1908 Fo% O guiaib QB 198 H19 e
RGO 7 b 5T 1] Bl6b60r Qeor 6b— 55 657 S
B paigys Qsuiairaup BTORT Srer 565 o &

S onaes Qetiaras Sreor.

g{@@@ Cuay werrar sen_ BIS5 IT 6%0T
FeHFe gwsérg @g&waﬂl_mﬁ@m@'@@ !
HAUYET DT EEWE S & @y Hir w11 1 5
Q@ srepQseir Blan pijeni_couw u_urég. prone

uevsg HGard WrQuer oy 5 DS Qavesore_ir

Yooi &Gt g5 pes pas & (S

W& PA7IT 6T GYILD P_6raurid
S&EFTet] wWaTar@ ST Q& rey.

GOL_ L1 HTSGHLD
Lo s mapit &

74

75

76

(A

78

79



74.

75

76.

77-

78.

79

ARANERICHARAM 201

Studying the prescribed books of discipline,
avoiding what is contrary thereto, making
all books of wisdom widely current, are
those who desire to serve the Lord. Should
they do anything wrong that will be as the
stain in the moon, a thing of nothing.

Even those who, void of desire, hatred and
fear, are well-versed in the words of the
perfect Lord, should they pursue low
actions, the wise would avoid associating
with them.

Even Lakshmi does not come to a devotee
except by reason of good deeds done; and
good deeds are never absent from those who
are learned, well-disciplined and generous.

There is no God higher than a well-disciplined
man: nothing lower than one who is not
at all disciplined. What makes one a lord
is one’s self ; what makes one low is likewise
one’s self too.

However much you may dread it, what must
happen, will happen. Even if you die,
your acts won’t leave you. O heart! Death
won’t spare you because you weep. I beg
of you learn humility and acquiescence.

Be not conceited with the notion that you
hav§ studied a great deal. The manyrayed
sun is hidden by an umbrella. Even among
those who have studied but little, there

may be some one that is like the lynch-pin
of the chariot.
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He who has the greatness not to retaliate on
one who has spoken ill of him, will look
on the insult as the result of his past evil
and see the truth. He will thereby not
suffer pain in his mind.

Though the wicked words of insulting men
burn the mind like brands, quietly quench
them with the water of sense. Higher than
such patience, there is no other penance.

These are what we want others to say of
us; these are what we thoughtlessly use
of others and insult them unwittingly with.
So discriminating, one should speak so as
not to insult any one. If one does not discri-
minate, but speaks insultingly to others,
thers is none so devoid of support as he.

There is no greater folly than doing harm
to others. Under name of doing so, one
finds one is sowing the seeds of harm to
one’s self. Is there greater folly than this?

The gods never wink their eyelids, fearing
those virtuous men, who having to one’s
ace spoken sweetly with smiles and honied

words, speak contemptuously of one behind
one’s back |

He has secured the best medicine for the
disease called birth, who refrains from

falsehood, tale-bearing and feels attracted
towards truth.
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Pursued by the blame of being a drunkard,
one shall lose all regard, all acts worthy
of that regard, and all reputation of being
endowed with a clear brain.

One who is given to gambling shall lose
learning, understanding and the honour of
being highly regarded by the wise.

It is wisdom to starve out like a shrunken
unlovely lily stalk and keep within control
the bowels that crave for food, earned in
an improper manner.

Righteousness and all deeds based thereon,
together with the praise of the good as a
virtuous man, all turn to blame, when one
comes to be spoken of as the spoliator of
the chastity of another’s wife.

Perish oh heart! that would draw my
unsteady self from the path of righteous-
ness and shaking my resolution launch me
on the ocean of passion. When I shake

off thy hold and renounce the world what
would become of thee ?

O mind, that revolting from me, runnest
after awful passion, regardless of the blame

and the sin thereof, leave me quickly and
go elsewhere,
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This water-surrounded world has only two
distinctive heaps, men and no men. The
crucial test to find out men is to find out
the absence of desire for wealth or women.

They are the best friends who instruct one
in the path of Righteousness, for that leads
to discipline and to fair fame in this world
and gives man salvation in the next.

Rightly considered, true friends are those
who holding many births to be a great
evil, help their friends not to forsake the
path of righteousness, but to turn away
from the path of wickedness.

Oh! Thou with fragrant locks of hair! The
best friends are the unattached, Oh! Thou
full-breasted Lakshmil! They alone help
unto salvation and save one from the
curse of rebirth.

Like the mother that feeds her child with
milk and ghee after restraining the limbs
and thrusting open the mouth, are those
who seeking to teach discipline, daily force
Upomn one the way of Righteousness.

Every passing day, to rise early in the
morning and so behave as not to earn sin
or blame, and to seek the company of the
Good, will bestow upon one all manner
of real wealth.
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Are not the good who speak sharply, but
see an attempted task finish, like a mother
and are not those who affecting humility
of speech and speaking so as to melt the
heart set about coveting other people’s
property, really thieves ?

Not appreciating those who have rid
themselves of the six faults, but associating
with those who are slaves to them and
hoping for salvation, is like a blind man
taking one both blind and lame as a guide
across great lengths of forest-ground filled
with rocks and boulders.

Those of the faultless vision flee away from
those who praise as wise, men who take
evil for good, possess not a single virtue,
but are possessed of all vices.

Whoever thinks within himself of the cruelty
of killing for eating and gives up the
practice utterly, shall never meet with any
misfortune and even as a house-holder shall
equal an ascetic in virtue.

One’s own sores are washed and healed but
another’s sores are cut, roasted and eaten |
Alas| How strange the practice of men
who lack a steady vision !

That is really the tongue that always speaks
Righteousness; that truly the ear that
listens not to tales; that really the eye
that does not look for an opportunity with
another’s wife; and that really the heart
which bears no anger towards any.

14
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Chastity abides not with those that seek for

women, nor mercy with those that slay and
eat. With those who hanker after conquest,
righteousness doth not abide and there is no
discipline for those who seek to save them-
selves at all costs.

The fool perisheth in the end; the man of

lust is blind; the mean man attaining to
fortune forgets himself ; but the good man
alike in good fortune and distress is neither
elated nor dejected.

. There is no virtue higher than philanthropy;

no companion better than one’s own
wisdom ; no conduct worthier than living
with self-respect. These are the ways to be
trodden by those who want to be free from
blame.

. These three may be declared of supreme

worth; the power to speak faultlessly,
fortitude to bear misfortunes bravely and
being ever true even to one’s enemies, those
who find fault with him.

. Food must be warm ; service should be

productive of faultless wealth ; that is life
whxch 18 sO lived as to be remembered by
all with gratitude. These three must be
earnestly sought after. '
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People easily resolve to tyrannise over those

who seek to tyrannise over them, to be
wicked towards the wicked, to hate those
who hate them with fourfold animosity.
Be dominant over your desire, ignorance
and wrath-your formidable foes, if you
want to be dominant at all.

110. Those with birth, beauty, and learning when

III

I12

I13

overtaken by disgrace would willingly perish
the very moment, but if such are willing
followers of the ignorant, the low-born and
the wicked, what shall we ascribe it to but
fate?

. When obscene songs are sung, the world

throngs in to listen; but if one advises
‘“listen to the faultless words of Righteous-
ness, learn and conform thereto”, it is as
cold wind blowing on those shivering with
cold.

. The body made up of limbs, linked each with

each, with bones covered with flesh, and
the nerves deftly woven about is as a bandy
full of desire driven by the driver, life:

when the feeding is not full, the driver will
go slack.

. This body of flesh covering up passion and

desire and love, lies as a swing without a

rope, when caught betwixt the teeth of
death.
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This life of illusion that we forgetfully pass
through, will cease the moment one looks at
things from the right point of view. If
one does not with good discipline overcome
evil and thereby grow in wisdom, great will
be the suffering one shall endure at the
hands of death.

Birth is illusion; life is illusion; death also is
illusion. Knowing all things to be illusion
the wise keep wide awake, like the captain
of a fighting force, to get rid of birth.

With unthinking youth, disease, old age,
separation, death, this life is full. Brief is
its span of unprofitable days; and like the
foolish agriculturist who eats up the seeds,
many live at the expense of righteousness,
the seed of final beatitude.

Birth, death, old age and disease are easily
forgotten by unthinking men, because they
are stultified by weak relations, children,
and pleasure. Wealth and other things
may disappear by ill-luck.

Look with firmness of mind at old age,
1S€ase, separation from f{riends and rela-
tions, Poverty and death. After all, this
body is for eagles. Is it wisdom being

possessed of such a body to forget the one
thing medicinal thereto ?
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119. Those that know not the happiness of being
unattached suffer in this world of pain with
unavoidable disease, old age, separation,
poverty and death which like five huge
elephants pull them about.

120. O heart! Death is certain; therefore I feed
thee not over-much. Seeking the forest as
one’s help, praising the Lord of Wisdom
and seeking a life of asceticism is best.

121. Since man works till he dies, and then
passing away from sight, reappears in a
new shape, he resembles an actor on the
stage.

122. Wild animals are to be preferred to those,
who speak at random, without appreciating
those who, knowing the impermanence of
the body, have unforgettingly set their
feet on the path of righteous discipline.

123. To be regardless of the innumerable injuries
that affect human life and to allow more
evil to accumulate is like letting a sword

strike a sore without the least attempt to
defend.

124. Only fools rejoice in the body, which, borne
upon the legs as on two tall pillars with the
long back as the frame work and with the
ribs as rafters, is skin-covered.
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125. With bones as support and the two shoulders-

as the structure set thereon, the nine
passages as an unceasing source of filth in
the body, what misery when life departs
and the vultures seek to eat |

126. Like one mahout driving five elephants is the

body with five senses driven forward by
life. When the two legs that naturally
support it fall, nothing else can make it
stand. Even a knowledge of this misery
does not make the world at large hold fast
by Righteousness.

127. Hold fast to the truth that the world is

ephemeral and do righteous deeds. These
are the two principles of conduct which
help you even after death.

128. One half of life is wasted in sleep; of the

other half many days are taken up with
painful old age? what is the good of
worrying about it all? Alas! this life is a
most pitiable thing |

129. See;ing that neither the bodyv nor wealth nor

kinsmen nor anything goes with one, it is
vanity to waste one’s days without con-
forming to discipline or performing charity.

130. Seeking even upstarts, following them about,

and begging them repeatedly for protection
and praising them in ever SO many ways is
after all to feed one’s belly.
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131. Men who eat a midday meal do not live to:
eat the night meal. So uncertain is life.
O heart, knowing that one’s own actions
unfailingly follow one, of what avail is it to
follow your desire and feed this body which
you cannot call your own ?

132. Oh Heart! Thou hast grown within a filthy
body, repugnant as the worm and smelling
of all evil. Consider deeply how with
falling and vomitting and the like, life
departs.

133. Even though one be very learned, of what
good is it if he be undisciplined, to safe-
guard this worm-infested body, worse than
a sore and fit only to be food for kites ? If
one is not well-disciplined, far better he
gives up eXistence.

134. Seeing that all food eaten by one, passes
out of this carnal body as excretion, the

heart of those that know the truth is not
set on this confusion of birth and death,
called life.

135. The body fully fed longs for pleasure and
plunges the soul in evii. To do that which
is sufficient to sustain life, to seek the great
end of al] existence is the plain duty of
Wis€ men,

136. O Heart| Forgetting thyself and taking to
evil for the sake of the senses is foolish.
For, when your sins oppress you, you will
have no help from them. Do not desire
gluttony but eat self-denyingly.
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137. Too much feeding results in the revolt of
the senses, in the increase of desires and
ultimate ruin. To feed just enough to keep
alive and to get the best out of this life is
the duty of every learned man.

138. Not chiding the evil desire that drives you
on, but chiding those who oppose you in
the realisation of your evil object, is like
not chiding those that fling a stone at you,
but biting in anger the stone flung and
losing your teeth like a dog in the bargain.

139. Whoever gets the assistance of those with
great virtues of detachment can, controlling
and riding their mind like a horse, safeguard
their senses and swim across the flood of
many births. In other words, whoever
controls the mind and the senses, will
attain to salvation.

140. Oh, Foolish Heart! You eat me up under
pretence of doing me some good. I no
longer seek what you lust after. I have
resolved on being unattached. Therefore
avaunt |

141. With one’s conscience as one’s monitor,
there is nothing that a disciplined soul
cannot attain to. To serve and satisfy the
whims of a distracted and destructive heart
is l'1ke the elephant, the lord of the forests,
being betrayed by the decoy, the tame
female elephant.
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142. Even in the midst of multitudes, the well-
disciplined are as ascetics in a honey-
dripping bower in the heart of a forest.
When even in a forest, those that are
undisciplined, are as those who are in the
central bustle and hubbub of a market

town.

143. Oh Heart! If I do not get a good control
over Thee, what can 1 possibly achieve ?
If T can control Thee, I shall have even
now the key that opens the gates of heaven.

I144. The fool that is given to great rejoicing
has the five senses for friends and unavailing
kinsmen. When these give him up to
death, the fool that fed them pays the debt

of his folly.

I145. If one possesses full control over the heart
which leading one into what seems pleasant,
plunges one into what is painful, there is
no God like unto him. It is no good
consulting science or astrology. To consider
this birth and the next and to choose the
path of grace is wisdom.

146. Those that are afraid of rebirth sleep not,
seeking the way of salvation. Those that
know not of salvation also sleep not, seeking
the gratification of the senses.

15
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147. In times of prosperity, you are a slave to the
five senses which are ever unappeasable ;- if
by. force of destiny, you become impove-
rished, you, who are subject to twofold
Karmas, will be led to infamy resulting in
unspeakable sin.

148. Even standing amid tossing tides, the lotus
leaf is not wetted by water; even so,
when invested by the restless senses the
well-disciplined, who eschew evil, stand
unaffected.

149. If you seek to do unfalteringly that which
is good, do what is righteous without desire
for fruits therecf. That gives you undying
fame and like a cow seeking naturally its
calf, follows you wherever you are reborn
and endows you with its fruits,

150. Prosperity and decay, birth and death,
pleasure and pain are six things predestined.
When they befall one, it is best without
elation or dejection to know them for just
what they are.

I51. Each is unto himself friend or foe, this birth
and the next; since one reaps the harvest
of his own deeds being witness unto
himself.

152. Save thy deeds, safety thou hast none. All
else availeth not, Truly considered, father,
mother, wife, and children, what are they
in regard to Thee ?
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On the wheel of life this body the pot,
takes shape at the hands of one’s deed the
potter. Thus do the countless lives come
into being and with them the countless
miseries of mankind.

Those that enjoy the good, resulting from
their virtue in the past, should not lend
themselves too much to this world for fear
they should suffer hereafter. They should
rather pile up virtue in the present, that
they may have real enjoyment in the future.

Those that enjoy the resultant good of the
good deeds done in the past forgetting the
future and feeding the senses, are like those
who having drunk the milk of the cow, give
no thought to its feeding.

By your fortune in the present, learn the
nature of your deeds in the past and by
what you do now, assure yourself of your
future.

Some men are born in this world because of
their past deeds as father, mother, brother
or offspring among themselves and some
among them die while the rest bemoan the
loss. Of what avail is it for them to be
born again to share the same fate ? It is like
mourning for hire.

Domestic life, dutiful and hospitable, is better
than any asceticism. If the wife, soft and
beautiful, is virtuous, hospitable, and
obedient to her husband she is also good in
domestic life,
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159. She alone is a good wife who understands
her husband, has modesty; does not desire
whatever she sees; does not do what is
repugnant to his feelings but is beautiful
and intelligent.

160. Attaining to adolescence oneself, and begetting
children are all very common to women.
But within the available means to feed a
household without refusing charity and to
take a firm stand in the duties of her
household that is the greatest virtue of a
woman.

161. Living her life, in consonance and conformity
with her lord’s, rendering service without
revolt or repugnance, obeying without
defiance, are virtues in a woman which her
husband would greatly appreciate.

162. Living apart from her husband, constantly
secking the house of others, associating
with fallen and wicked women, going alone
to an alien place adorned with. jewels,
frequenting festivities alone, observing fasts
without her husband’s consent are ways in
which the chastity of a woman is imperilled.

163. The wife that, when her husband is away,
smears herself with saffron, puts collyrium
to her perch-like eyes and parades her
beauty, driving away the bees that seek
honey from the flowers in her hair, is no
wife, but the spear-bearing death that ever
is at one’s heels.
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Unless both man and wife together carry
on, the waggon called ‘domestic life’ will
not go forward, but stand stuck up, stand
immovable.

True domestic life is that which consists
in alms and charity to all, refraining from
adultery and falsehood, avoiding slaughter
and practising hospitality.

Inhospitable, unearning, disrespectful, for-
saking one’s family, remaining steeped in
ignorance and wickedness—these, make
domestic life a hell.

Unto the householder the guest is the noble
ascetic. To deem a householder the guest
of another householder is like the falling
seeking to be stayed by others also falling.

Even the double-tusked boar drags on its
existence feeding itself on porridge of broken
rice. Hence the noble existence of a house-
holder consists in leading a charitable and
religious life.  The life of him who lives for
his bodily comforts is like tightly locking
up an empty box.

Even he that sits on a salt heap and eats,
gets not the benefit of the salt, unless he
takes at least a pinch and puts it in his food.
He who is endowed with healthand fortune
gets no benefit thereof unless with his
strength and his wealth he does good.
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170. As often as you get wealth, seek to do-
immediately what good you can therewith.
Give to the poor and spend on yourself
along well-disciplined ways. Well-considered,
there is no easier mode than this.

171. Seeing that persons who get their riches as a
result of their benevolence in past lives,.
sink into insignificance and oblivion
because they are not charitable to the
needy, the wise, even in circumstances that
do not allow much, give what they can,
making thus a provision for the future.

172. Death takes away those, whose days are
ended and spares only those who have their
Jease yet to run. So, ere Death in its fury
comes, share with others your earnings if
you want to get the fullest advantage of
having secured this flesh-woven body.

173. Impropriety, falsehood, wrath, forgetfulness-
and envy are the five signs of ruin. Gifts,
wisdom, good deeds, good words, learning.
are characteristic of the wise.

174. 1f those who have renounced this world are-
fed, those feeding them are also saved from
re-birth. If these, who are as a raft to cross.
the waters of birth, be not fed, how shall.
the world be saved?
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The virtuous and the good being fed, will

save themselves and others who feed them ;
others being fed will drag down their
patrons with them; those that seek salva-
tion by feeding others, should feed the-
faultless, the virtuous.

O thou of the flexible waist! for the self--

controlled to feed the self-controlled is:
best ; for those without self-control to feed
those who are self-controlled is second best;
if both be without self-control it is as the
mock-fight of leather dolls in a theatre.

Length of days, strength of body, beauty,

happiness in another world, noble ideas,
good discipline, wisdom are all dependant
on food. Therefore there is no greater
gift than feeding the hungry.

. Since those that beg are able to bestow on:

the givers, fame in this world and happiness-
in the next, there is not in this wide world
concircled by water, greater givers of gifts.
than beggars!

. Those in possession of wealth, if they eschew

anger and are easily accessible, divide their
possessions with their kindred so that the
latter do not suffer, and do that charity
which is good, they shall secure all posses-
sions and happiness in heaven.
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180. Protection of. life is peerless good. Next
best is. feeding the learned and the self-
controlled. The gates of Heaven stand
wide open to welcome those who are
distinguished by both these virtues.

181. Should Life, the driver of the chariot Body,
be starved, it cannot steer or drive forward
the body even at the point of the sword.
Many are the things to be accomplished by
the Body. Feed the Body well, if you
want to get the best out of it.

182, What protects wealth from being taken away,
and what enables all the wealth to be
inherited when taking a second birth is
charity. Those that give away in charity
are the worst misers for they by doing
charity secure wealth here and hereafter !

183. Those that do not share their wealth with
their nearest friends and relations nor give
away to the poor, will like the cow to the
milker, give away to the man attacking
them with sword or whirling stick |

184. If the giver (of wisdom) gives with affection
to those who lovingly seek him, these
seeking him oft and oft, shall by the wisdom
so acquired, rid themselves of re-birth.
So clearly say they who have conquered

their senses.



240 I pRsdFFron

QsreLILraT afldsrweeer GQmerar gy websvfsér
QEr@ssL LRLGLIT e, wer 1 O—YB S 50 5 &
BRI WIT FTEGETEO BTig. WD TWT LIS

BT BT LILIGRT BILG . 186

Yrey BsL1QuUEBER sy mars ESBL .
Qur Nemwis gi1b Qaued guikanru’s Quir o F-QF Pahiger
wedr @uud @rieys Seos S8 55 revr I5E0T @ 60T /6

BT D_WEQETET . 186

Cer Puir e @Gor P Qereedwrmes Q& ramenr@or P
THUTEHD e e amQ@rr P—Q 519
e PWBsri ehrerssp merers Fmss
Y gl aisr wredr. 187

UTELesn L B@oeard 565 L& Q) &sT L
Csru® G 5e6v0m anf I 1p ST h—gpLbLy )

STafurd o Witk &1 i seor @rerw 9 HmQ@uirp
saflure ses_wrwirt wr@. 188

QE@ESL LG g B 5 mwid BT @HLD

CErGssL LB 5BGor— g6 .5 565

£516991 6501 L1 LIB i 563T @ T 60T LD eriGLIr up guth

6TeT 6T L1 LG g . 189

QoAU Seh e gens girar Qe pared

Kb $%T 5 Srevor 1’ 1p & G & B Qui—ii5@ir

Bu Ll 4w Gehd 6 red &S g

SLOLE SOV G E airi. 190



185.

186.

187.

188.

180.

190.

ARANERICHARAM 241

If the giver does not ‘give and the taker does
not take and there is nothing to give or
take, ponder and tell me O well-wisher of
the world, how could goodness manifest
itself so oft among the good ?

The way in which wisdom makes for salva-
tion is by increasing knowledge, eliminating
wrath, enabling the conquest of the senses
and with humility protecting all life.

To eat, to spcak and to ride on conveyances
is easy for all to do. To settle one’s devo-
tions on study and to have a cultured mind
and to aim at the lofty ideal of bliss is true

greatness.

All the water drunk by a serpent turns into
poison; that drunk by the cow becomes
nectar. Wisdom with the wise is the means
of protecting life ; with the wicked it is a

means of mere delusion.

What is to be destroyed is wickedness; what
one should give himself up to everyday is
grace ; what is to be sought oft and oft is
wisdom ; what is to be thought of often is
salvation,

Those that seek fame in this world and
happiness in the next should secure the
elephants the senses, with the stout rope
of wisdom to the strong pillar of contem-
plation,

16
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191. With knowledge as the lynch-pin, enquiry
as the chariot, harness all the five senses
as horses. Life that guides them and
drives the chariot, if wise, will rid a man
of re-birth.

192. Well-considered the bravest of brave things
is to find fault with oneself ; the firmest of
firm things to hold by is protection of life;
the wisest of wise things is to adopt a way
of life that will prevent re-birth.

193. Sowing the seed of life, raising the crop of
flesh, this world is offered—upfo death.
What is the good of sowing evil and eating
up without sowing the seeds of good?
Whoever refrains from evil and does that
which is good for him hereafter may reach
that place where Death is not.

.194. Darkness is the nature of the world; wisdom
is the lamp that dissipates that darkness;
the ghee that feeds that lamp is graciousness
of heart; only those whose acts are as pure
as the milk whence the ghee is derived will
attain to salvation.

195. The best way to attain to salvation is to
be rid of lust and wrath and acquire a
becoming humility. A fraud of a sanyasin
pretends to be a true one with the intent to
make the unfortunate and unwary wonder
and follow him.
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196. With graciousness, righteousness grows; with
encrgetic  enterprise, prosperity ; with
wealth, wealth grows. Lust grows with
indulgence ; and salvation, by avoidance of
desires for material enjoyment.

197. They are not ears that listen to music of Yal
or flute or music; bat which turning away
resolutely from harsh and ungracious words,
listen only to those words which tell of the
happiness of the world celestial. '

198. They are not ears that pierced to bruises and
grown to foul-smelling fatness, wear
beautiful ornaments; but listening to the
wisdom of great works, recede from dark-
ness and refrain from evil,

199. They are not ears which wearing ornaments
are the envy of beholders; but those which
listening to words of wisdom understand
and appreciate righteousness,

200. They are not eyes that open up and see
things clearly at the very mention of
wealth; but free from illusion, refrain from
confusion and see the good sight of the
peerless Lord of the triple umbrelia.

20I. It is not a nose that smells merely scent and
incense and musk and saffron, but that
which smells the fragrance of flowers heaped
at the feet of Him who seated on a throne,
smiles graciously.
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202. It is no tongue that can merely distinguish
between the different kinds of taste; but
unfailingly seeks and sings the praise of
the feet of Him who has conquered the
senses.

203. They are not feet that help to carry one
to murder or steal or commit adultery ; but
those that carrying one to where wisdom
speaks, helps to rid one of re-birth.

204. Conquering lust, wrath and illusion and
delivering the inhabitants of the three
worlds from delusion is the gracious Lord;
what does not sing His praise is no tongue;
what does not bow before Him is no head,

205. Of the three born with one—lJust, wrath and
illusion—the first could be followed but for
a time; the second ceases with life; but
e illusion pursues one even after death.

206. They alone attain to salvation who can
control themselves when others speak
harshly or come to attack one, controlling

' the spark of wrath that rises from the rock
of being.

207. Strive to do good; refrain from pain-giving
evil deeds; seek after the salvation of your
soul ; reject that which hinders such salva-
tion. These are the ways to attain at
bliss. . '
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Give gifts to those who seek you for them ;
speak kindly; in all virtuous matters be
firm; care not for trifles; avoid association
with the low; these are the secrets of
avoiding re-birth.

O thou with the sounding cool coast linel
Fear evil deeds; seek after salvation and
hold by the knowledge of the Lord, if you
want to hold by that which perishes not.

Whoever rid of the threefold deception of the
world, the cheaters and of Religion and
losing one’s name grows indifferent to fame,
he shall even here be sought after by all

the world.

Rather than live despised as one foolish in
himself and without any knowledge of what
helps him to a life beyond, one could leave
his house and give up his life and body in a

big wilderness.

Virtue is my father; wisdom is my mother;
knowledge that gives discrimination is my
friend ; courage is my brother; what is the
good of others falsely claiming these
relationships ? '

Children, wife, daughters-n-law, father and
mother and brothers and sisters they drag
one into perpetual misery and tribulation of
mind.
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As from slush and mire rises the lotus that
puts forth beautiful blossoms, so from this
worthless body rise up wisdom, clear sight,
good discipline. Therefore it is good to
have the body.

One not endowed with power of discrimi-
nation, eight-fold evil eggs on; the five
senses delude and three-fold humours

destroy.

Except to those who have weighed and
considered the nature and consequences of
asceticism and a wordly life, it is vain to
expound the nature of each to either of

them.

To those who learn or listen to this work—
the way of virtuous discipline—all things
are easy and possible, as their evil will
depart and their hearts will be illumined

by the Lord’s radiance.

What is the good of learning or listening
to all sorts of books, the bad and the false
ones ? To know the true work—the essence
of the path of righteousness—is the sure
way to attain to salvation.

Waver not thinking perhaps this and perhaps
that is the Lord; direct all your devotions
to Siva that Lord who with his triple
umbrella sits under the Asoka tree offering
shade and relief to those who seek them.
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ARANERICHARAM 2353

220. The Lord of Munaipadi with the triple
umbrella over His head, gave me who sang
His praise, this gift; that I shall be free
from the evil of deeds; that I shall attain
to salvation; and that like a well-lighted
lamp I should impart light to those who
seek me with songs |
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