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6, 'l'wo Persian eqziivalents for Peter
0

Pi'per,
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The following nre two Pe1·siii,11 Equivalents for " Peter 
Piper":-

.,. 
I. �- ..,...:. &w & ... .J4. t""' .:.ili.-!-.Z. )o) � ..:-ii � &.... �.,, 

• c.,�<>..fJ ��� r- ...::.-J-7"' ..,.....;;. 
Imshab si shab ast hi dar 8habist1in-i Sayyakh har si si-shab

sakht shab-i sardi 'st Skai!sll Shanis"-'d-Din. 
Skabistan is the covered and enclosed portion of the mo�que :

rii-zistiin is that portion open on all sides, the roof being Rupported 
by pillars. 

Har si si-skab means the three consecutive nights, 'this 
night, last night, and the night previous to last night . 

., ., ., , , ,, , 
IJ. �.)).) � f. l )�f.) ':f.)j.) ..,..-'!'I-" • (.5'.l_..).l �.1).1 ',f_J;/ '-,5�),).f. j

Z' bnz-duzd-i buz-f duzdid duzd-i. 
'.Ajab duzd-i z' buz-duz buz bi-d1izdid.

"From a goat thief, a thief thieved a goat; 
A rare thief to thieve a goat from a goat.thief." 

The following well-known verse gives the days of the month 
considered unlucky by tLe Persians :-

v+"' � �� � 1.,f})) ..::..--<IA 
�> r�II, c1-L�i a d >� .:.ir J
8.)_;;t_.:. l� 8,v� ... J �J &-

..)J � ..::-,.u J .6. J �� t,, l.!.I;!., ..::.,�
E .,

.,, ... ,I •  

Haft riiz-i na�is bashad har miih-i 
Z' an 1,nzar kun ta n,i-y1ibi hich ranJ.
Si 1i pa;,,j u siz_dah ba_ shlinz_dah 
Bist " yak bii bzst u char u bist u panJ.

"Seven days are unlu�ky in eac� �onth. 

�Lihran I/AS Shimla i these if you wish to av�1d ill; 
"@ · ' third the fifth, the thirteenth, an 

ll�H ii�iij i HII };:t::;_fifth�,,th• twenty-!o
�

,tb

n. C. PHILLOTT, Lieut. Oolonel.
00015625 
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7. Note on the Jargon of Indian Horse Dealers. 

Besides the mercantile sign language detailed in Journal 
No. 7, Vol. II, 1906, some trades have a jargon of their own 
that amounts to a secret language. A horse-dealer, for instance, 
instructing an underling to go and examine a horse in a fair, with 
a view to purchase, might still say jii,o theko, the verb theknnbeing 
probably a corruption of dekkhna ; but this, as well as most of the 
horse-dealers' jargon, belongs to a past generation. Old Panjab 
dealers, still living, remember the time when the following phrases 
were current amongst them :-

Horse, gorpa ; marn, gorpi ; fore-legs, hilth or dastiiure ; it 
bas good fore-legs, d11stoure mille; it has bad fore-legs, dastii~re 
kason; bad, b11sha1,i; eye, kilkiyiln; tooth, chhubfihi; bog-spavin, 
lasa ; to examine, hiizanii. In discussing prices, too, a secret code 
used to be observed. The following li8t of numbers was 
collected with difficulty, by the writer, at various horse
fairs in the Panjab, various horse-dealers contributing odd 
numbers that had stuck in their memory. The numbers are 
given exactly as collected, discrepancies included. W1·iting on the 
subjr,n an ancient Dallli.l says, " These numbers are Pushtu, or 
if not Pushtu, then they must be some other language." As ~hey 
are not Pushtu, we must conclude they are 'some other language :-

½ Nim. 20 Sittt. 
1 Akel or .Aspina.l 25 Kaja 9 male 7 silti . 

l¼ Akel nim. 30 Geri dnignn.8 

2 Yiiz. 35 Kaja ka.•o 9 yil suti. 
3 Geri. 40 Ya suti,iin. 
4 Gnpiin. 45 K11fn miile yli s1tti,iln. 
5 Kafi.' 50 Kuja d11igii11. 
6 Rekhi. 60 GPri suti,nn. 
7 R elchi-bas.s 70 Rekhi ba.,h silti,iin. 
8 Yaz bash. 80 Gnpiiu sutz,iin. 
9 Sar-i bas ii . 90 Sar-i aspinu kaso Zang. 

10 Sur-i aspina. 95 J( afit" ka•o long. 
11 Siir-i .,,ate.~ 100 Lang. 
12 Sar-i ynz. 125 Mirsha mlile lnng. 
13 Sa,•-i geri. 150 Akel nim Zang. 
14 Sar-i yli1 ,an. 175 Mlisha kaso y1iz long . 
15 Sa,·-f nim.& 200 Yiiz la11g. 
16) 225 Yiiz lany rniisha male. 
17 ( p6 250 Yiiz nim liiny. 
18 \ 275 ]J:fiish,, kaso geri liing. 
19 J 300 Geri lo.ng. 

1 It Jinj!'ers in my mind i.bi<t T h»ve heard uspina used for a rupee . 
2 !11 5 1md 95 k11fi; elsP-where kafa,. 
3 Bas should apparently he bash. 
4 Why uor. Sar-i akel? 6 '~hy not Sar-i kafi? 
6 I w•s nn"ble to obtain t.he~e numbers but logically 16, 17 and 18 

should be sar-i re/chi, sar·i ,-ekhi ba; , snr•i yaz bash. 
1 Mtile="on, npon.0 8 Daigan-dahO~i. 9 Kaso-kam . 
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Miisha miile geri li!.ng. 
Geri nim liing. 

600 Rekhi liing. 
700 Rekhi bash liing. 
800 Yiiz bash liiny. 
900 . Sar;i bash liing. 

~Masha kaso giipan liing. 
Giipan lang. 

1000 Pare male la11g. 

D. C. PHILLOTT, Lieut. Oolonel, 

8. A Muslim charm (Arabic) suspended over the outer d,oor of a 
dwelling to ward off Plague and other si"cknesses. 1 

" :;;,,,. ' "~ l,,,. C, 

i-~-""")' ..:.,•__....), ..1lJ1 ,.~ 
, .,, ,. , 

1 .... '""' 
,. , , ., , ... ",,,. i,, 

ii 1..:, , ,s.l...u.l t $,- J ., ., , 

il~Jt ",, . .,,, ... ., 
, , , ,~,. .:.,.r'J ,s.l~_,.11 J 
• t=iu I " ' 3,.. 

" In the name of God{::: J?s1:passion}ate, the .Merciful. 

O God! Thon art the Clement,s and Thon art possessed 
the All-knowing of 

forbearance. Tf ;~:i~: ns

1
no power to fathom 

Thy Clemency s O God ! 
Knowledge 

1 This has been copied from one suspended over e. house·door in 
Calcntta. 
· 2 Any of these epithets may be nsed. 

8 Alternative readings. 
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0 God!. Security, security, security !--:-from Plague, Epi
-demics, Sudden Death, Misfortune and the Rejoicings of Enemies : 
from these puniRhments, Good Lord, deliver. us. for we are 

of the f ~:!tr~~;~· J This we ask through Mu~ammad and 

his Hol_y Family. A.men, Lord of the Universe!" 
. Should a ehildle11s man read this charm twenty-one times 011 

t~e 15th of Sha'ban,. after the mo[li!rih praye_r, setting aside <;>ne 
p1ce after each readmg and then-give the p1ce to the poor, he 
will be blessed with offspring. 

D. C. PHILLOTT, Lieut. Colonel. 

9. Note on the Huma or Lammergeyer. 

The Huma or ' Humi'iy so often translated' Phc:enix,' is not, 
-as is commonly supposed,' a fabulous creature: it is merely the 
Lam,;.ergeyer or Ossifrage. S11.'di I says· of it:-

.!>)I.:, ..;;:. cif jl Cl~.r° ~ f- u-1~ 

.:>}j ~ '-5) _,.;4- _, ;.:.)_,,;.. I.!)~ 1 d5 

"The Huma is, for tbis, of birds tbe king: 
It feeds on boues and harts no liviug thing."2 

Jehangir, in his memoirs, writes:-
" Accordingly, on the 19th of the sacred month of Mu~11,rra1n 

1035 A. H.,s We moved our Royal Standards towards Lahore. 
Previous to this it had been frequently represented to Us that 
in the Pir Panjal there exi><ted the bird known as the Huma. 
People of that district stated that its food was fragments of bone, 
arid that the bird was ever to be seen sailing in the air, seldom 
seated on the ground. Since our Royal Mind was greatly bent 
on investigating this matter, it was directed that, should any of 
Our Royal Qarilvuls ~ shoot one of these birds and bring it to 
Om· Presence, he would receive a reward of a thousand rupee~. 
~t so happened that Jamal Khan, a Qariivul, shot one and brought 
it to Our August Presence. As it was merely wounded in the 
leg, it reached Us alive. 6 We directed that its crop should be 
examined. The crop was accordingly opened and was found to 
contain nothing but fragments of bone. The hillmen informed 

l Gulisttin, Chap. I., St. 15. 2 Eastwir,k's trnnslarion. 3 A .D. 1625. 
• Qar,frul '' a gnard, a sentry,'-' etc : in Jndi,,, Hpparent.ly the ma,tct,. 

lock men tt.at acted as guards and shikii,-is and accomp,rnied the royal ele-
phant-a on hnnting PXpP.ditions. ' 

6 Bi-na*ur dar timad .: in modern Persian this would mean "appe'lred," 
and not as in the text "was viewed, seen ." 



_VoL II, No. 10.] .tinthropological S1t7Plement. 
[N.S.] 

5_33 

Us th1tt its food consists entirely I of bits of bone, and that it is 
ever seen ~ailing in · the air questing, ·with its· attention turned 
towards the earth; and that . whenever it spies a bone,· it seizes it 
in it.s beak, and rising aloft casts it on a rock and shatters it, and 
then descends and eats the shattered fragments. It 'therefore 
appears to us most probable that this is the Hiima so well lai.o,vn 
by name."» . 

The Lammergeyer, however, does not confine itself to bone. 
I have seen 011e carry off a dead chicken in its beak. Once, too, 
in Baluchist-an I saw one stoop at a covey of 'chukor.' .A Pathan 
orderly galloped to the spot and brought back a 'chukor,' dead 
but still warm. Whether the Lammergeyer had . killed it, or 
whether it had robbed it from some other bird of prey is possibly 
doubtful; but my party of seven or eight keen-sighted hillmen 
stated, that the Lammergeyer had killed it, and this too was my 
own impression. An Englishman, a sportsman and a keen observer, 
told me thttt he had 011ce seen a Lammergeyer chase. a 'chnkot·' 
down a ravine, but did not witness the end of the chase. (.As the 
'chukor' was a solitary bird, it was perhaps a sickly one.) . On 
another occa~ion, in the little hill-stntion of Shaikh Budin, near 
Dera Ismail Khan, I saw a Lammergeyer stoop repeatedly at a 
miirkhor kid on a narrow precipitous path on the cliff below me, 

· .At each stuop the mother brought her horns down to the 'charge' 
and effectually kept the assailant at bay. Blanford writes: 
"The stories, chiefly .Alpine, of jtg carrying off lambs (whence 
its name of "Lamniergeyer" or Lamb vulture) and even children, 
and pushing goats and other animals over precipices, are now 
generally discredited. It is somewhat doubtful whether this 
great bird ever attacks living prey, "" "" "" " Whether the 
Lammergeyer was· really attempting to brush the kid off the 
cliff-side, or whether it was merely animated by th11t spirit of 
mischief that enters into birds as well as beasts, I cannot say. 

The old Persian fable, that the man on whose head the shadow 
of a HitmfiS falls, will eventually become a king,4 . is well known; 
not so the modern Persian superstition, that he who shoots one of 
these auspicious birds, knowing it to be a humii, will meet his 
death within forty days. 

D. C. PmLLOTT, Lieut. Oolonel. 
-0-

... 1 Mador "centre " etc-. : properly "its chief food," but tbe word is 
oft.en incorrectly need' to si~nify, as in tbe text, "entirely." 

2 " Tiizuk-i Jahiingiri" ; Jashn•i Bistumin-i Nauroz , page I"~~ edition 
by' Syud Ahmad, Ally Gu1·h.' 1864 A.D. 

3 From Htimd comes the adjective and proper nnme Humay,in, "Fo,·. 
tunate." 

rJ~ ~ CJ4~ YI.A )J • rY- ~1... )~.r. ~~ l,J"~ 

"What though the phcenix from the workl lake flight, 
'Neath the owl's shadow none will ere alight." 

Gulistan, Cl,ap. I ., St. 3, Eastwick's Trans. 
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10. Notes on certain Shi'ah Tilim1.s. 

·. . It is belie;ed by the Shi'ahs that the following seven tilisms 
. have been handed down direct from the Ticelve I7nihns and other 
great saints. These are generally inscribed on blank pages at the 
beginning of the Qur'an or other rebgious books. '!'here is 11, 

. special .(ilism for each day of the week, and it should be simply 
looked at, not perused, after the morning prayer. 

Saturday. 

. "He who regards this diagram on Saturday, will, till the 
following Saturday, under God's protection, be preserved from all 
calamities. He will further receive respect from kings and 
dignitaries of tlie State; all who meet him will love him; and he . 
will also be protected from sudden death._" 

I 
,i 

·1.wu :. -~ alJr e,11 alJ, Jr '-:,f.r' U°.,,;r, 

V rr•r v, ~r .,,_,..Lo _<>..:s:vo 

·---

IV t Ir 4/ I Yr" 

I -- - .. --- -- -
! 

IV I q ,qvo I V •,) 
, 

l -------: 
I •YI t q "i I I y '" I 

a.U, J,-).>+:s:vo lllt YI I 
I ,J, y 

I 
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" He who regards this diagram on Sunday. will eocape hell
fire; all things will be easy to him; he will be loved and respect
ed 'by all people, high and low ; and all his enemies will be van· 
qnished." 

. - . 
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1lfonday. 

. " He who regards this diagram on Monday will that day be, 
under God's protection, safe from all harms; and he will be sav(ld 
from his enemies, from those that seek to injure him, -and from 
the temptations of Satan ; he will be loved by all and will be 
prosperous in all his undertakings." 
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'l)uesday. 

_ • _ ''. He , who regards this diagram _ on Tuesday,, will be under 
the protection· of ' the Great Protector, an.d -will be savrd by _ µod 
on -High from tlie commissio'n of sins, . great . or ·_small, :aricl will 
obtain his desires in this world and in tlie next." -· . -. -

J_,iJ, c;Jt+ ~ .. J.,.UI )_,i.,o ~- J_,.i.l~/4 
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tq ,./1, . q v_ I '" ''· ' 
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" t,. r - r r,.r rr ,· . \° - . 

h,J.,J"F y, -.'t " a_,: r, 

-- -- F al/1 J,-> ~ .tlJ1 j1 

Wednesday. 

"He who regards this diagram on Wednesday will be saved 
from all the ills and dangers of that day; he will be loved and 
respected by all, aRd the Lord Most High will accomplish his 
_lawfu~ desires." · 
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" He who regards this diagram on Thursday will be )oved and 
regarded by all ; he will obtain · wealth, and, uhder the protec
tion of God on High. will escape all dangers and be successful in 
this world and blessed in the next._" 

c..r.- l:i [ii I., C . I all1 l:! .,.,.,., 1=! 'u-J;;~ 

r •r V fOO r I I 
-

I' ,.. ,,.. V " 
" q , 

t ~ ~,,:,( 
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,I 

tH t 
,.., , I' 

I' ,.. ,.., A · ,q 

Friday. 

"He who will regard this die.gram on Friday will 6rid, on th at 
day, his enemies turn.-1d into friends ; he will obtain his desires to 
the full and will be loved and respected; and he will be safe from 
all ills." 
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D. C. PHILLOTT, Lient. Colonel; and 
MUl;IAMMAD KA?JIM SHTRAZ'i'. 
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