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British who have held so large a sway over us for such a long time,
have done some good, we cheerfully acknowledge. But there is
certainly no fundamental change in our positions. Indeed, so far as
we (the depressed classes) are concerned, the British Government
has accepted the social arrangements as it found them, and has
preserved them faithfully in the manner of the Chinese tailor, who
when given an old coat as a pattern produced wound with pride an
exact replica, rent, patches and all.

(Round Table Conference Proceedings 12.11.1930 to 1931,
reproduced from Slavery and Untouchability,
B.R. Ambedkar, p. 44)
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Interdining means dining with those who may touch your food
and whose food you may touch but dining together under the
roof without mutual touch does not mean interdining . . . . If
untouchability of Harijans is removed there can be no objection
to their sharing the family meals precisely on the same terms as
other castes. There are again innumerable social functions and
ceremonies to which Harijans are not invited by caste men. Their
cattle and other domestic animals may share their joy and sorrows
but not Harijans. . . .
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