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Proceedings of the first meeting of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission held in 

Simla in June 1919. 

The Indian Historical Rccorrl~ Commission was constituied hy Tiesolutfon 
no 77(Gen.), dated 21st :Marc.h 1.01,9, o~ t.he GoveT'n~ent or lndi~in ti1e l~ducation 
Department. The ResolutiOn 1s rrprmluceu 111 ApJ1Cndtx A to these 

proceedings. . . . 
'l'he fu•st mcetmg of the C~mims~lOn was held on the l!Jth and· 20th .June 

1919-• It was attended by the followmg :-

President: 

The Hon'hlc M r H. Shaq1, C.S.I., C . .T.~ .• l\f.A., Secretiuy to the Govern­
ment of India in the Department of Educatwn. 

Members: 

Mr A. F. Scholfield, M.A., Keeper of the Records of the Government. ~f 
India, 

~{r H. Dodwe11, M.A., Curator, ):fadrns Record Office, 
l\fr p. Dias, Keeper of 'Records, Bengal, 
Professor Jadunath Sarkn.r, 1\:LA., !'nd~nn EdurationaJ Service (Bihar), 
The Ven'ble Archdeacon W. K. Fummg~r, }f.i\., B.U.! B. JJitt., Calcutta, 
Professor B. K. Tba'kore, B.A., rrofes~or of Histol'y, Deccan OollcO'e 

0 • 

Poona, , 
Mr R. H. Blaker, Keeper of the Records of the Government of Indi~ 

designate, acted as Secretary. . 
-:Mr J .. M. l\'litr~, Assis~ant Secretary, De1)artment of Education, was also 

presl'llt at the meeting. . . . . 
Professor Rush brook. W1l1mms W[lS una\'oulably absent, 

rrhe follmriug matters 'had been suggest ell as agt'nda : 

Agenda for the first meeting of the Indian Historical Rec~rds Commission. 

· 1 OrCJOanisation of Records offices in India. 1'he extent to wh1'cb t 
. ~ t d 1' n d Offi . cunen records arc in the ens o y o . ..a.\·f'COr s _ 1cers. 

2. Jlecords in Indiau Stai ~~s. App.ointmeut o£ a representative from ihe 
Indi:m Stutes as 1\'Iember of the CommJss1ou. 



2 \ 

'Their concentration in provincial Reconls 3. Records in district ·offl:ces. 
offices. 

4. Records in the c11stody of the High Courts. How best to utilize them 
for the flHposcs of historical research? 

5. Compilation of handh0oks of Records offices. Nature of the contents 
.of such handbooks. · 

6. Rules regulating the access of the public to the records. Considerati~n 
{)f the .draft rules for t.he Imperial Record Office. 

7. Annun.l report of the Records offices. Special matters to be dealt with 
in the reports. · 

8. Methml of storing records. 
1t Generai programme for listing, calendaTing and reprinting records. 
10. Calendaring of Persian corresponflencc at the Imperial Record. C?ffic~­

Whether any spe-cial arrangement for editing is nccessm·y hy the Comnusswn :; 
. lL Investigation' into the composition ~f the Old Coast Army. "' 

12. Publication of certain educational records. 
13. Provision of works of reference in the Records offices for students 

consulting the records. 

14. Training of the staff of the Records offices. 
15. 'Methods by ·which Officers in char(pc of records may best encoumge 

Tesearch. o 

lG. Preparation of a Source-book on Mahratta History durin()' tlte 17th and 
· 18th centuries. 0 

17. Grant f-or the 1.vork of the Commission. 
18. :Place and d~te of the next meeting of the Commission. 

RECORD OF THE DISCUSSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

~fter welcoming the memher~ the Ffon'hle Mr Sharp Pmp1wsisPI1 t.h1; 
~n·aL unpor!ance of historical research and the fund of infornmtion containecl 
l~lt~~i archiv:~. of ~he several .Gove~·nn.wnts in India il~chH~in~ those ~>~.the 
tl P. al .GovemnH~nt. He hrwtly nuhcated the u·e]lCSIS o1 the Cmmmsswn, 

le mtent10ns underlying its creation and the scope ~f its duties. 
The Commission then proceeded to discuss the matters on the agenda 

paper. · 

I.-Organisation of Records offices in India. Theextent:·towhich.current 
records are in the custody of Records Officers. 

!t ·was pointed out by the Keepers of the Records who attendecl the 
~eetmg that the records dealt with in the. different Rec01·ds offices generally$ 
mclu<lt>d thosP of a rrccnt date. It was not however, felt that the work thus 
i~p~sc1l. uron the offices was an il~superable' obstacle to th;e lis~ing .and s:np~ly 
Qf h1stoncal parers. At the same tune, as public interest Ill h1stoncal records 

0 
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increases there is likely to be some diffi:culty. It was thought that it wouM 
:he unnecessary and. imposgible to confine the contents of the Records offices 
purdy to what nia~r be classed· as papers of hist~rica.~ int~rest, although 
undoubtedly a certam number of 1mpers of purely histoncal mterest can be 
separated from current rec_?rds and h.ave alre~dy b.een so separated in Bengal. 
Another remedy suggested IS the mamtenance of Its own records by each 
de1mrtment for· a longer period. 'l'his is worth consideration· and ma.y resolve 
it~clf into a question of accommodation. Such difficulties as exist can be best 
met by some increase of shtff. 'fhis matter may receive attention. 

It was felt that it was desirable that the records maintainecl by the Govern· 
ment of Bombay should be 1mdcr the control of a whole-time expert officer. 

The Commission passed the .following resolution : 
Resolution.-The Commission d·esire to draw the attention of the Govern­

ment of Bombay to the need of the appointment of a whole-ti.me expert officer 
to take charge of the Record Office at Bombay. 

[/.-Records in Indian States. Appointment of a representative from the 
Indian States as Member of the Commission. 

It was pointed. out that som~ of the Indian States possess valuable records 
of a historical cha~·acter. F?r msta:~lCe! valuable reco~·ds dealing with the 
period of th~ ~Iarqms of ~ ell~ley exist m Baro~a., Gwahor and Indore. The 
·need for invitmg co·OIJeratiOn on the })art of Indmn States was O'enerally f lt 
It was suggested that a b~ginning ~ig~1t be mad~ with the three 0States nam:a: 
'rhe Commission then·passed the followmg resolutiOn: 

Resolution.-. The Commission ~uggest t~mt. as a beginni~g the three States 
of Baroda, Gwahor ancl Indore m1ght be m~rited. to a.ppo~nt either a sino·le 
representative or each a. s~parat~ representative m successive years witho a. 
view to making their hi~toriCal records available to research. 

111.-Records in district offices. Their concentration m provincial 
Records offices. 

In Madras all docmnent~ prior to 1820 hav~ b~en concentrated in the 
Central Record Office. In Bombay there are :r:o distriCt records prior to 1818 
and the district records save some connected with land are still in the districts. 
,1,1 Snrat Factory records have, however,. been removed to the provi . · 1 
· · te I B t tl l 1 · tb d' nua Records Office. n. en~a . tey are e~c ustve y m . e . tstricts. It is under-
stood that the way m whiCh the older re~01:ds are. kept m the districts is very 
unsatisfactory .. In. the case of Assam 1t .Is possible that there are records of 
im orta.nce in (hstrtct offices up t~ about 1830. 

P Resolution.-The Commiss~on consider . that it is desirable that old records 
~n district offices of Bengal, Bihar and Onss~t should be concentrated in the 
. rovincial Records offices and that ~he attenhon of other local Governments 

{excluding. ::Madras and Bombay) m1ght be drawn to the desirability of 'similar 
concentrat·wn·. · · · 
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(2} that· the use of cardboard box~s 
specially such as are in danger 
encouraged. · 

(Cartons} for unbou=qd, IY£Lpers, 
of falling into decay, should· be 

The. attention of the Commission was drawn to the existence of the deeds 
'Ot properties belonging to Government and held in safe custody by the Solicitor 
ito the Government of India. Some of these documents preserve im1)ortant 
;evidence as to the history of the town of Calcutta and its former· inhabitants, 
and many cf these are in a sad- state of decay. Arch(leacon Firminger l)Ointed 
out that the Solicitor to the Government of India favoured the suggestion that 
tlley should be sent to a Government Records office for repair, and would be 
glad ~o be relieved of the responsibility of keeping .them as it was impossible 
for h_Is office to devote to them the care requisite for their preservation. It wa..c; 
consl(lered that such deeds should l)e kept in custody by the Keeper of the 
~ecords. It was also considered that the volumes of copies of ancient deeds 
1~ t~le custody of the Inspector-General of Registration in Bengal should be 
Simtlarly dealt with. The Commission passed the following resolution·: · 
· . Resolution.-The Commission recommend that the ancient deeds in the 
c¥stod! of the Solicitor to the Government of India and the volumes of copies 
~· an_cient deeds at pres~nt in the custody of the Inspector-General of Registra­
~on 1bn Bengal he sent for restoration to the Imperial Record- Department aml 
· e su sequently preserved- there. ' ' 

IX.-General programme for press-listing, calendaring and reprinting 
records. 

It was ·a · f work lai cons1 ~red by the Members-that for the present the programme o 
suffi · d down In the Government of India I'esolution of 21 March 1919 was Ciently lar d . · M ge an would take some bme to complete. , 
wer · ~dras.-In regarcl to the work in the :Madras Presidency the Commission 
repr~ 1~ ormed that the follow in()' programme was in course of execution :-(1) 
(17.1;_11~ of all documents prior Lto 1702; (2) calendaring of despatehcs 
of work ?) ; (3) translation of the cliary of Ananda Ranga Pillai (completion 

a ready commenced). , 
Further add 't' the ,York in h 1 .wns to this programme are· .not at present recommended, as 
B and Is sufficiently extensive. 

suo-ooes~X:bay.- Owing to lack of information the Commission were unable to 
t:>;:, B ny programme of vwrk to be executed in the Bom lJay Records Office. 
· engal.-With d t B h · 1 · · h d · Th prmtin oo f regar o en gal t e followmg wor c 1s m an . c 

Controlli up C th~ Council proceedings of several Council Boards and the 
ment. T\~ Counc1~ o~ Revenue during the period of Warren Hastings' govern­
series is · ommisswn recommend that the work be continued till the whole 
as well ir~nt.edh.as t~e series is important for the study of revenue administr!ltion 
these ~ s ~~ Istoncal research. In the opinion of the Commission copiCs of 
J3enCPa}IeB?~ds should be in the possession of the three provincial Governments, 
the ~e :. 1 ~ and Orissa and Assam. In order to expedite the printing up e-f 

I II.es, t e Commission recommend that, the introduction of the first 
vo ume lll print being fairly adequate, no further introduction be inCluded in 
such volumes aud that-where future volumes have not been issued and a series 
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lias iiot been inaexed une cmnulat.ive index- _ghould be cnmpiiM for the whole 
series·. The Commission ·are of opinion that, should· their proposal to the effect 
that the district r~cm·ds be brought to the Bengal Secret-ariat Record Room be 
adopted, the present printing up of district records should not be continued 
exc~pt in the case of Chittagong where they are in a most sad state of decay. 

1fhe Conl.inission considRr that there is no necessity of continuin()' the 
pres~-listing of the Bengal records as the metho(l·of dealing with these regards 
.·should he that laid down by the Government of India in its resolution of 21 
·.:March last. . 

Imperial Record Department.-· The Commission understanrl that the 
. work in han.~, i.e., the index to .the Public departm.ent press-lists (17•.f.S-1800), 

~ ~11 the Impet·Jal Record Office w1ll be completed beiorc the end of the year. 
·~rhere still remains a large amount of manuscril)t of J?orrign Department 
press-lists which ~hould be printed. A hanrl_book to ti:e ~lecm·d Office is in 
g_>reparation. In v1ew of the amount of work m hand, 1t 1s considered un­
necessarv to enlarge the programme. 

In the case of future publ~cations it _was suggested that the foolscap size 
-should he almndoned, except where a sel'les has already been commenced in 
that size, and that the size should he large octavo. 

l\'Ir :Mitya placed. b~fore. the Con~mission ~- ~opy ?f a letter from the 
•Centra,l p 11·ovm?es Admn:1strat10n r~!7ardu~g th~ prmtmg of a ?ertain collection 
,0 f papers by. ·forl relatmg to the lmclal'ls winch. h~ve been discovered in the 
·Central Provmce~ Records Office. The Comnusswn recommended that the 
manuscripts he referred to Professor Jadunath. Sm;kar ·for report to th . . e 
C0mmissl()u. . 

No :formal resolution was recorded in connection with this item on the 
agenda paper. . 

X,-Calendaring of Persian correspondence at the Imperial Record 
Office . . Whether any· special arrangement for editing is necessary 
by the Commission ? 

lt was considered that thP-_ '~rork shoulcl be. continued as 3t present and that 
n 0 ·special arrangements for ed1tmg were necessary. 

Xl.-lnvestigation into the composition of the Old Coast Army. 

In regard to this matter ~{r Dod well reported ~hat he had take~ action :m 
the matter and would report fully to the next meetmg of the Commission. 

XII.-Publication of certain educational records. 

The IIon'ble Mr Sharp outlined a schem~ for the publication of a series of 
·selections from education~! records and he pomted out that Sir l\fichael Sadler 
had interested himself m the scheme. He had been at wm·k collectinO' such 
1.ecords for over two years and ~he first part was now ready for publi~ation. 
'l'hese records were ·of course not pr10r to 17-02, but they would. be published 
mainly for their .educational interest. 

' 
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The Commission cordially supported the proposal, being _·of_ opinion that 
such a publication would be of great usc not only to educabomsts but to the 
future historians of India. 

Xlll.-Provision of works of reference in the Records offices For studen'ts 
consulting the records. 

Ordinary works of reference at:_c already pmvitlcd in their offices for tho 
lLI)e of Records officers. As- regards the provision of works of reference f~t· 
students of history who frequent the records rooms it was felli that as then· 
!lumber was limited the question should lJe postponed . till that nuiillJ~r 
mcrea~e_d.. It was added that large local reference lihrancs were as~ rul.e m 
the VICimty of ·the Records offices and could conveniently he made use of by 
those engaged in research work. 

XIV.-Training of the staff of the Recorcfs oFFices. 

The Co!Umission were of opinion that no special training w~s needed 
beyond that given to the memlJers after they had entered the serv·tec of the 
Records offices. 

X.V.-Methocls bJ' which Ofli(!ers in charge of records may best encourage 
research. 

As regards the methods hy which Offieer8 in charge of records may heRt 
{'ncourno-e l'esearch "t · 1 · -1 d h p ' 1 s k 1 B K TI k · ::-. . 1 1\· as ( CClue t at rof ossors J adunat 1 ar -ar am · . : 

m ore should Circulate a note for considcr"tion hy the Members. '11his, d a11proved \Yo ·ld 1 · . 1 · ·~ · 
.. • ' u JC cu·cu nted subsequently to local Govcrmnonts. 

\ 

X~l--Preparatian of a Source-book 0 ,;_ Jtfahratl'a Hi4tory during the 
17th and 18th centuries-

The sPh;"Ct ·~·a<· l· l · · u.· · · ,J'- · ' ·~ n·oug 1t u11 hv Proft'ssor ]~ F 'l'bakorr After· some 
Iscusswn_ the Commission passed tlw follf~~·in ()> r~·so~tion : '" 

Resolution -'1'1 t th ., o . 
fro ... 1 the G . •• 1f e GoYcrnnwnt of India Lo rNfUestl•d to ascertam 
bo~k on 1\fa~:~~~~£\ .. tof. ~om!!ny their views on the rn·op_osal for a Som:c~­
lit" ofoJ1t-.1 ;n·1 o· 1' •01 ~ dtning the 17th and 18th ccntm·ws ancl tho possiLI-

.Y ~<"' I 1,_, pecnruary "f'nt ··l '. I f "t l r at' n 
from the Univ~rsitv of B~~b•t..,.ll JUil·lOni.s towalrds tB· the ,expeniste~] ~.I;; pul) lCd,,_} ~ol·a 
M"' · ,..,] f p " d ' J an< . rom t 1e a rata. 1 la8 ~ams 10 lu· \.( 
..1. c.no .... a o oona an oth·f- l ll . . · 't 1 · d' 'd ls SI ould th. G . . .~ _ . e . oca JO(hcs and pnhhc-~p1r1 PC m lVI u:1 • 
G 1 e 0\ eln~ent. of .Comhay consider the jJJ'oposa.l a likely one the 

01-vernrntenllt ofl. Indm nught be asked to contribute to the pror1uction of the vo umc a . :ue a page~ 

. T~e S?:-:rce-hook should be in English and shoulcl conta-in English transla-
tiOns o.t ongmal documents, summn.ries, etc. 
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XV/1.-G,·anl for the Wor!l. of tl1e Commission. 

lTho Commisnion did not feci themselves at pr~sent in a }Josition to state 
the Amount which they would require in future for the encouragement of publi· 
t:ation and rescat-ch as such are unlikely to be lmdertaken in ordinary circum· 
stances in the near future. '.1.1hev would therefore defer the specification of any 
sum until a future meeting. At the samo time they felt that, until the work 
of Ute Commiss~on began in full swing, the money might more usefully be 
spent local1y upon the increase of the stalr of Records offices, the improvement 
of its 11ay and the prosecution of local puulication and research. 

XVI/1.-Plcu:.e and date of the next meeting of the Commission. 

r.rhe ~ommission were of opinion that their meeting coulll suita.lJly partake 
or a yn•hhc dmracter, that is to sa.v it was desirable that lectures and pn.pcrs 
should b~ arranged at the time of their mcetin ll'S to which those interested in 
research Ill the centre where the 'meetin(J' ta.kcs0 plac(', should be invited. Such 
~~cturc~, etc.,, would be i1~ a.d(lition to the meetings of t.he_ Men;bcrs for the 
dtscusswn of matters winch are connected with the Conumsswn. The Secretary 
shou~d at once set about attein.11tiu~ to arran(J'c some programme for the next 
m~~ o o 

'f~c d~~c of the next mcethig may conveniently b.e t.he early. half. of 
Januaty. Ihe ~l~cc would be decided by t.he President m consultation With 
the local authont1ea. 
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-~ESOLUtfONS OF THE COMMISSION . 

. . ~oluti~ 1.-(Item 1 of agenda). The Commission; ·desir~ £o (frttw· tli'e· 
n.ttenhon of the Government of Bombay to the need of the appomtment of a­
whole-time expert officer to take charge of the Central' Uecords, Office at 
Bo;mbay . 

. R~olution 11.-(Item 2 of agenda). The Commission:. ~uggest _th~t ~ a·. 
begu~mng. the three ~tates of Baroda, Gwalior and Indore might be m VI~e<l ~o· 
appom~ either a. single representathre or each a separate represen~attv.e m 
successive years with a view. to makin"' thei~ historical records ava1laJJle to· research. o . 

. Resolution 111.-(Itcm 3 of aO'enda). '!'he Commission consider that i_t is· 
desu~able that old records in the district offic-es of Bengal, Bihar and On~sa, , 
should ?e concentrated in the provincialll:ec.ords offices,. and th_at the attez~tJOu. 
of othe~ lo~a:l Governments (excluding Madras and Rom "bay) Dllght be dra"\\ n to 
the desirability of similar concentration. 

. The Co~~ssion also COIJ.sjder that :even where ~·he r~COI'ds have peeJ~­
pqnted the ongi~al pa-pe1·s ~re of considel'able vah~e ap.ij that It would. 11e w~l.~ 
to preserye them either iP. pl'Ovincial Record~ o,tfices or. i~ l~al li\lranes or 1G museums. · · · · · · 

r 

the ~solution IV.-(Item5 of agenda). The Commission. r~omme.nd tha~ 
Gove~:~~:e~tedoob~ M~ssrs SchoUield ~~ :Podwetl be ciroukl.ted to local! 

a o Uide for the commencement of handbooks. · .. 
Gove~=~:~~n V.-:-(Item 6 of agenda). Subject to th~ ap:pFoval 0~ the­
the records f Indi~ the revised rules, regulating the access of the public ~0' 
the notic ,fmathy be Introduced in the Imperial l{.ecord Office and. brought t?' e o o er offices. . 

shou~e::~~~rn VI.-(Item 7' of agenda). It was resolved. th~t Records offices· 
1 an annual report in the form of a letter speCifymg :-. 

(1) anyh ne~ accessions to the collections of rec~rd~ in the· offic_e (H is:: 
owever, unnecessary to report the penodJC' transfer of depa~tl" 

~ental papers from Government secretariats which aTe sti 1 

tl current' and cannot be treated as 'historical'), 
..... (2) lebcollect~on of records catalogued or ·listed, whether the list has 

een Pnnted 
(3) what has fle d' . t' and 

· d . en one In the way of calenclarmg, abstrac mg, 
In exing records 

(:t) anyffipublications de~ling strictly with records that have issued from: o ce, 

( 5) the na~m·e and quantity of documents mended, repaired ~nd , bound 
(It Is not ~nough simply to give, e.g., '560 original letters. _fJ:he 
ddate, .condition, size and nature of the papers should be brHlfiy escr1bed), · 

(6) the nu~be~ of 'search cases' (i.e., requests for information or f{,~ 
per~ISSion to examine the records) adding (i) the names of th 
appbcants~ (ii) the nature of the inform~tion required, 
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(7) any changes or improvements made in the method of preserving, 
storing and housing records. 

Resolution VII.-(Item 8 of agenda).- The Commission recommend (1) 
that where records are tied in bundles the btmdles should not be over-large, 
i.e. not thicker than 10 or 12 inches including boards, and (2) that the use of 
<!ardboard boxes (Cartons) for lmbound papers, spec'ially such as are in 
dm~ger of falling into decay, should be encouraged. 

Resolution VIII.-(Item 8 of agenda). The Commission recommend 
that the ancient deeds in the ~ustody ~f the Solicitor to the Government of 
India and the volumes of cop~es of. an~Ient deeds at present in the custody of 
the Inspector-General of RegistratiOn m Bengal be sent for restoration to the 
Imperial Record Department and be subsequently preserved there. 

Resolution IX.-(Item 16 of agenda). That the Government of India be 
requested to ascertain from the Government of Bombay their views on the 
1n·oposal for a Souree-J:lo?~ on M:ah:a~ta Histo~·y during. the 17th and 18th. 
centuries and the IJosslbihty of obtammg pecumary contnbutions towards the 
expenses of its publication from the University of Bombay and from the 
Bharata Itihas Samshodhaka :Mandala of Poona and other local bodies and 
public-siJiri~ed individuals. Should the Gov~rnm~nt of Bombay consider the 
proposal a hkely one the Government of India might be asked to contribute 

,Jio the production of the volume at Re 1 a page. 
l The Source-book should be in English and should contain English trans­

lations of original documents, summaries, etc. 
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Appendix A. 

f India, Department of Education, Resolution No 71 
Government o 

(General), dated 21 March 1919. 

G ent of India have been considering for some time past the question 
The overnm . of making the official records in India more 

Bccords to be mnde more ncccsSiblc. accessible than at present to students of history 
f oving so far as possible, any existing obstacles to research. In framing 

1 and 0 t' rem to this end, they have been assisted by the recommendations of the Royal 
sugges. ~0!1 s on the Public Records of England and 'Wales. Certain questions arising 
Comm;~swn Jlication of those recommendations to Indian records were laid before local 
fG~om e atpsr After considering their replies and consulting expert 1advice, tbA Government 

overnmen · h f · h · th · R d 0 d f I d' l e decided to introduce t e ollowmg c anges m · en· own ecor ffice an 
0h n Ht 1av end a like procedure in the offices of the local Governments. 
t ey recomm . 

., 'l'h records of I mlia are kept partly in the Records office of the Government of 
~· e . . India, and 1mrtly in the provincial Records 

Present P051twn. offices. The system hithert-o followed· in their 
. t t ·s evolved from the practice followed in the English Record Office and consists in 

trea men I 
the preparation of :-

(i) a press list giving a complete list of documents, with some indication of their 
dates and contents ; 

(ti) a calendar giv~ng a preci.s of nearly every document of importance or a reference to 
some publication where It may be found. . 

W . full effect given to this system, it would greatly facilitate the work of 
1 t eie d serve to remove some of the difficulties which now militate against research 

shH en s au b t · f t d th l b ' But the progress made ha~ ~ot ~en Esa 1s1· acdoryp an 1. et system 1as d eden characterised as 
defective by the CommissiOn m ng an . ress Is s are regar e as too meagre. 
C I d .-11 0' 1·s admitted to be a process too slow, too elaborate and too costly for application 

::t en an ::. S l 't' · f th h d d · 
d . State fallers. uc 1 en ICisms o e met o pursue m EnO'land have still 

to mo CJ n . 'd l t d 11 . . b •n·eater weight in . nd1a, where WI e y sea tere co ectwns and paucity of workers present 
. ~tlditional difficult1Cs. 

3_ In supersession of this system, the Government of India ~ave now decided that the best 
. method . of rendenng the records accessible to 

Method of treatment m the future. the pubhc will be as follows :-

(t) The prepar!l'tion of a list. of. the volumes or bundles contained in the Records offices 
accompamed by a descnptlve handbook to their general contents, 

(ii) The calen~ai:ing _of certain doct~ments _only. 
(iii) The repnntmg m full of certam speCified classes of documents . 

. By dealing with. the records on these principles, it will be possible to discontinue the 
reparation of press hsts except, so far ~s may_ be .necessary to finish a volume which is in 

Eand or to complete a defimte senes wh_ICh Is capable of completion within three or four 
years. In the same way, w.hen the prepa~·atwn of calell:dars now actuall:r: in hand has been 
co:cnpleted, no fresh calenda1s should be prepareu except m accordance with the 8ystem now 

suggested. 
Some amplification of the three new methods now pmposed is found m the paragraphs 

belo\v, 
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4. It ic~ an essential p I' · 1 . ' • . 
re Immary t mt m each Records office there shoulc1 he a prmtcd hst 

Catalogues and handbooka or catalogue of the volumes and bundles which 
~ . · it contains. 
"uch hsts reouire t b 1 . r 

similar either to 1 h 1,. 0 0. supp emented h~ a bnef catalogue rai.wnm! or handbook on me;; 
or to the d · ~ u.adras handbook published by the Curator of the Madras RccorJs 

more etaded catal f 0 · t -1 I 'f H'll A t d ogue o rme manuscnp s prcparcu lY .,· r S. C. 1 • 
8 u ent of histor '11 a· · · · 1 lb k be plared · , . . Y WI or manly wtth the help of the prmted catalogues and tan< oo ·s 

~cq~tired b; l~i~~sttTn to know whether a p~rti_cular office is likely to contain I,Japers of the. ki.nd 
1nd1ces to th h~ offices already contam m a greater or less deCJ'ree a scnes of manu~eupt 
themselves e ~o~~edm~s, :'·hich have been compiled contemporane;usly with the proceedin~ 
for admini~t~· cse IndiCes though often defective a1·e utilizell for tracing documents 
and where ra tve purposes. If a moderate degree of attention is devoted to the maintenance 
has ascert~~~~s~? to t_he completion of these indices, it is LelieveJ that when. a sb~dc~tt 
search he 'll b te extstence in the office of any class of documents of wbtch bets Ill 

' WI e bl · fi · possession f . h ~ 0 Wlth the help of these indices to be placed by the records sta t.n 
hope to att~· st~b oc.uments as he may deRire. By these means the Government of In~ha 
the loss of 1 ~. e obJect £or which prel:is Jist!l hnve hithert,() boon oornpilml. wit.hnul. incurrm~ 
ent.niL lme an!} money whioh the continued proparation of ~:>ucll prctls li11ts wuuld 

!i, For the benefit ot the general public and of students who are unable to visit t1.1e 
Calendars. Records offices or to read the documents m 

desirahle. But vernacular, the preparation of calendars. may be 
enable the 1 d th.e matter to be dealt with in these calendars would be l:iO linutetl as to 
defined ·uncf :n anng to be completed ,vithin a reasonable limit of years and would be 
Tl~e precis~ cfle~dre-arranged Hystern so !t!l not to Le subject to ajtcration by indivilhu~ls. 
lltstorieal R I to be selected for this purpose would be detormined by the Indtan 
G ccor< s C . . d b 1 b d . ed tl O\'ernment of In . ommtssJOn, escribetl in paragraph 8 e ow ; ut as at present a VIS , • te 

between the I d'· dla would confine the preparation of calendars to the despatches passmg 
few selected n .tan and the Home Government certain series of vernacular records o.D(L a 

6. Th senes of English records. ' I 

e Government of India in the third place hope that the reprinting in full of certain 
• Reprints. records or selections of recor~s will be undert~ken 

soc~eties, and i- • • (a) by the Government 1ts~lf, (b) by pnvate 
societies or indiv~dlVldu~ls with financial assistance from Government, and (c) by such 

1 uals Without such help. 

(a) As rega~ds work to be done by Government it is worth mentioning that a 
Iertam amount has already been accomplished, though on no uniform plan. 

n Bombay, :Madras and the Central Provinces, for instance, a large 
~~~b.er of fasciculi have been issued containing interesting reprints of 
~~ lVtdual reports or spe~ial series of corres_(londe?ce and a val?able <?ollection 
A pape:s has been repnnted by the PunJab Government m ten volumes. 
thny senes at present under reprint might suitably be concluded, but for 

e future the Government of India desire that except in the case uf 
recordl:i showing signs of decay or likely to perish, such reprinting should be 
confined to records of a date previous to 1702. 

(b) Th~ Government of India are of opinion that an arrangement under which 
::rovern.ment should subsidize reprinting by private societies or individuals :1? su.Itab.ly be introduced to meet the case of special classes of records, tho 
e e~mmat10n of the records to be so treated resting with the Government 

or w~t~ the Commission proposed in paragraph 8 below. The publications thus 
substdtz~d should, however, be confined to copies of unedited records or 
translatiOns of vernacular records which have not before been published in 
English. • 

(c) The Government of India consider that publication of reprints· without 
financial help fro~ Go"ernmeut, if'carried out by competent persons, should 
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be encomaaed in every possible way, and all necessary _fa.llilit"ie~ sluuld be 
iven by G~vernment officers_to the students who undertake It. 

ad~tion to the steps explained above, which th~ Government o£ India think can 
7 · In be taken to brmg the contents o£ the records to 

Acccs~ibility of rccorns to students. the notice o£ those who wish to use them for 
research, arrangements may suitably be maue1thy1 thde varioust RecFordstlo~ces to grant p~operf 
facilities to thse who desire personally to consu t lC ocumen s. or us purpose a senes o 
rule!: is desirable for each H.ec?rds offiBce, to1gRoverndtRhe use o£dr.ecohrds b! ~t1udent1s. Such£ ruleds 
} 1 . d been introduced m the enga ecor oom an w ere sinu ar ru es are rame 
;a~e ~~ca hecords offices efforts are required to keep them before the public whom they affect 
0°r 0 cr nicating them to the Professors o£ History in Colleges and Universities and in 

Yh com~u. 'l'he Government o£ India recognise that considerable advantage would 
ot er d "~h=· grant 0 £ free access, with suitable precautions, to the earlier records and they 
attmld b prepared to have the matter considered under the ad vice of the Indian Historieal 
ion d ·eC mmission. The Government o£ India would at the same time like arrangements 
tocc~r s de for lt fuller interchange than at present of the publications o£ the various Records 

ffi e ronda a .... 0 re extensive sale of these to the public. 
0 Ices a '" . 

. A Tlw OoY!""I!II!l'lll• of India ftltll t.hnt. in l·ht'tH.l 'l"eHt.ionH t.lwy tthonld ho.YO nt their 
• . . . ricul Record~ Cowwl8•lou. dispmml n. l'onnnncnt body of export udviMcra 

Iuc.llUU lll8to whose opinion would carry weight. with the 
R . rils officers and the public. With such a body at hand £or advice, they are convinl'ed 
th~~to the methods :ulo_rtcd would ~eet the real . want~ o£. genuine historica~ ~tuucnts. They 
ha.vc accordingly de~1ded to constitute an" lnd~an fhstoncal Records Commu;s10n" consisting 

of:-
(1) The Secretary to the Go•ernment of India, Department of Education ex-officio 

Prc::~idcnt. ' 
"(2) The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India, ex-officio Secretary. 
(3) The Curator, Madras Record Office, ex-officio member. 
(4) The Keeper of Records, Bengal, ex-oj]icio member. 
(5) Professor Jadunath Sarkat;, M.A., member. 
(6). The Ven'ble Archdeacon W. K. Fi1·minger, M.A., B.D., B.Litt., member. 
(7) Professor L. F. Rushbrook Williams, 1\f.A., memLer. 
(8) Mr B. K. Thakore, B.A., member. 

The e:e-officio members will be permanent, but tho rest of the members will hold office 
for a period of th~ee ?r five yea~s. The headquart:rs o£ the Commission will be at Delhi 
and it would ordmanly meet tmc!f a year-the routme work between meetings being carried 
on by the Keeper of the Records of. the Government of India, Calcutta, as permanent 
Secretary to the Commission. ~~e duties of the Commi.ssion would _be o£ a purely consultative 
character; it would make enq~une~ and reco~mendat10ns. regarding (i) the treatment of 
archives for the purposes of. histo;Ical s_t_udy m all provmces of India and in such Indian 
States as might s~ek. thmr advice; (u) the scale and plan on which the cataloguing, 
calendarin~ and repn?tmg of ~h class o£ . do~um.ents should be undertaken ; (i££) the sums 
required £or enco~.ll"agmg reseaich and _pubhc_atlOn m respect of unpublished documentH; (iv) 
the extent to which and th~ !llanner m _whiCh documents should be open to inspection by 
the public; and (v) the trammg of ~ndian students from the Universities in methods of 
historical research and the selectiOn o£ competent editors and assistants for ·the 
publication o£. documents. The Gov~rnment o£ India ha~e also . a:rran~ed to place at the 
disposal of th_m.r _De~artment of _Edueatwn, when the financial conditions 1m prove, a grant of 

. money, the distnbutwn of which would be effected annually after consultation with the 
Cain mission. 

9. In order to enable the Commission to follow the proO'ress of the work in the 
• 0 

.Annual reports of record offices. var~ous Records offices1 th~ Government of India. 
desue that each officer xn charge of a. Records 
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office containing :trchives of historical interest should .submit annually to the local_Govcrnmcnt 
concerned a very brief report containing informat10n _as to the work done JD respect of 
cataloguing, calendaring, reprinting, indexing and weedmg of all the older record~ and the 
usc mad0 by public of the facilities afforded by the Records. offices.. If the officer m ch!l~ge 
exercises supervision over district records also, a brief note on the results of that superv1s10n 
may be added to his report. · 

10. Amon()' the difficulties attendant on historical research in India, the most prominent 
C t> • is the fact that documents are scattered, wit4. the 

oncentrat10n of allier rccorils · d · f · 1 b · · result that the stu cnt even o a smg e su Ject may 
have to prosecute his investigations at widely distant places. In Madras steps have alrcauy 
been. taken to remedy this defect; district records previous to 1820 and, it is understood, 
certam other documents have been concentrateu in the provincial Record Room. It is 
possible that other local Governments will follow their lead. The cataloguin(J' and inspection 
of district records is in any case desirable. The larger question of removing the older records 
to a central office for all India has been considered from time to time, but has not, 
unnatu~ally enco~ntere_d opposition. The Government of India accordingly make no further 
suggestiOn on t~1~ subJect at present, though the matter is one which the Indian Historical 
Records ComllllSsiOn will doubtless consider. 

Mndrii.R, Homhny, llengnl, Uuitod Provinces Hihnr Onler.-Ordorcd tLat a. copy o£ this Resolution 
~ld Or~~au,h rwu!Jjab, llurmn, Central Pr;vinccs be forwarded to the loc:\l Governmenb; anJ. 

ssnm, ... ,art - est ~'ronticr' Pro · C ' . . . . . . 
Delhi. vmcc, oorg and Adnumstratwns noted lU the n:argm for mfonna.-

0 1 d I tion and guidance. 
. n ere a so tbat a co L f . 
Public \Yorks Depart . t Pb e orwardcd to the Home Department, Fmnncc Department, 
Vorci••n aiH.l ·u l"t" mlcnD, epnrt.meut of Hcvenne and Ag·ricultm·e Legislative Department, 

,... " o I Ica cpal't t D ' 
Department (Railway B d) men ' epartment of Commerce and Industry, H.ailwaY 
~uviser, Military Fina oar/ Army Department, Indian Munitions Board, l<'inancial 
Information and guid nee, and the Keeper of the Records of the Government of India for 
·Gazette uf India. ance an that the Resolution be published in the supplement to the 

• 
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Appendix B. 

Memorandum for the Indian Records Commission by the Ven'ble 
Archdeacon W. K. Firminger, dated 3r.d June 1919. 

I egard to the assistance which it may perhaps be in my power to offer the Records 
C ~ ~ion [ have to confess that my experience has been confined to records belonging 
t o~mts 1 Bihar and Orissa. and Assam. I have had little or no knowledge of the records of 

l\c~ ,en~~n' d B.:.ruhay or of the work done by the Records officers of these provinces. I have 
laura:."' ' h I ' l R k d in my leisure time for many ye:1rs past at t e mpena ecord Department, and have 

.wo.r c d the friendship and advice of the late Dr C. R. Wilson and Mr S. C. Hill. I have 
enl Joye ·ked at the Record Room of the India Ofljcl:l. For the last few years, however my 
a so woz 1 1 · 1 · ·' 

I l 1 idly been 11pcnt on the Ucvcnuo rceoJ'( s pn~servw elf, 1cr at. t.ho llonll'lll Secrctn· 
wor c JllR c t C'l ' 1 D' . S I ,.., 
•• L • 1. 1ch stations as utb1gong-, tnngpur, UULJput·, yl tet. I h:wo bocn very little 

lllU• or ,II> Rl f '}'t , t t f l' • l J ':vith reconls o a rot 1 ary m eres or o a po 1ttca nature. The materials with 
conccrnc 1 ld · f I · t £ th t · · E · h. ·l I have been concernec won se1 ve or a us ory o e ex cuswn of • JIO'hsh Govern-
w zctltl ro\lgh the various districts of the Bengal Presidency (us it existed in the0 time of Lord 
men 1 

Com wallis). . 
In CalcuUa the records for the pcri01l !IHlieat~·l nrc to Lc found partly at t.hc Impcrin.l 

Record Department and partly at tlw Bengal ~ect·ctanat lte.cc~rd R.oom -a distribution whieh 
. l t seem to sngge~t that the records have been dmded mto (1) those which are 

~~1~~~ erial'' as re.lating. to the Gov.ern.or-Gen~r~l an.d Council an~ (2) those which are 
,, Be~gal" as relating to mternal provmcml adm1mstratwn. That this is not altogether the 

may he proved by the fact that there are records of the Select Committee-preserved at 
~~~e Bengal Secre~ariat (formerly at the .B~ard of Revenue Offi.ce), an~ this Committee was 

l ·e impenal than was the Counczl1tself. 1\olorcover the zmmatenal controversy Let,:vee 
even mo · 't fl d · t tl R D n 
I-I· ·t' O'S and the maJon y ov~r owe 111 o 1e eve•me epartment, and this is wh 

as lllo 1 f S 1 t f h t " I · l " Y Sir G . .l!'orrest's vo ume o e ec tons rom w a are now mpena records is defective. 
When starting wo\·k at the Record Room of th?. India Offic~, in liHl, I discovered that 

the Benrra.l records had never been properly classifted. The hzstory of the various Govern-
t Doepartments could not have been known, and perhaps was not available whe th 

men 'I l•' t h I b I" t l · ' 11 e 
t l e Were prepared. ~~ r os er as, e Ieve, se a\ to nght. I mention th' 't ca a ogu s ·m· 1 th C . . .11 . . 1s, as I 

will illustrate the great dz 1cn ty e om~msswn WI . exp~nence, unbl such time as it has 
b f . 't ., clear account of the matenals on whJCh It has to work. 'l.'his diffi; lt 't · 

e ore I "' th t' f "tb h db k . . cu y' 1 zs 
d t J is to be met by e prcpara wn o e1 cr an oo -s s1m1lar to the ?\""adz· h d 

un ers oo ' ) -.:I S C IT'll' l t '1 d l .J. as an -book (whit:h I have not. seen or lV r . . - I s ( e ·at e cata ogue o! the Orme collection. 
The uestion how long It would take to ~roduce catalogues of the kmd would depend on the 
cadre q of the officers employe~ at the different Records Offices. I belie.ve Mr Hill's book 

t at least four years steady work on well-preserved papers and 1·f G·o\ e t 
rcpresen s . h 1 ·r. 1 · h 1\.r • ' ' rumen 

f . each pres1dency a sc o ar gt ·tee w1t mr Hzll's knowled()'e experi'en e d 
secure OI • • ld . d d b h £ l ... :I . . o ' c ' an 

th .· ro the s1tuatwn won m ee e ope n . ~,· y own feelmg 1s that takin()' 1· t · 
en mnas , h 1. 't t' f £ d . ' 0 n o VIew 
the class of worker, t e zmi ~ IOn~ o proo -rea ers, etc., m India it would be far more 

. al in the lonO" run to pnnt tJI. e.vten8o, than to make use of abbreviated tl d 
econom1c . o It' 1. t' f . t d me 10 s 

h . h · variably mvolvc a mu 1p 1.ca Ion o pnn e proofs and an expenditure of the d't ·' 
W lC 1n b 'd f' h' k ll . e l 01 S 
t . b'cb if that person e pa1 or Is wor -, won ( be a serious loss 1111e W 1 , • 

In regard to work ac~ually in hand, ~ \~ould return t~ plead th.at the publication ilt 

extenso of the consultati~ns of. th~ :M.mshJdabad Controlhng Counml of Revenue should be 
continued. A volu~1e of Supervisors Corresponpence, 3;nd a.v~lum~ of Consultations are on 
t.hc eve of pnblicat1onJ aud a second volume of ConsultatiOns 1s m pnnt. I Lelieve that these 
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volumes will be most helpful to those who have to prepare the catalogues of the remaining 
Councils as they will illustrate the origins of the several jurisdictions1 and reveal the extent 
and the importance of the several zeminda1'ies. 

I had to commence the preparation of this memorandum before receiving~ ~opy of tl1e 
resolution of Government dealing with the purpose and scope of the CommJsswn. I .see 
that in the matter of reprints, Government desires ''that except in the case of records sho":mg 
signs of decay or likely to perish, reprintino- should be confined to records of a date prevwus 
to 1702.11 This date, save for the excepti~n stated would exclude the reprinting of reco1·ds 
belonging to Bengal. 1 

As to records showing signs of decay, I may say that the Midnapore D!strict recordsJ 
when sent to me for examination in 1 90() or 1007 were in so bad a condition, that It was scarcely 
possible 0 open the bundle .without la;·ge pieces of the sheets pulling away. Some of the 
early Chi~ta&"ong papers were in deplorable condition. 'l'hese, of cours~, are the olde~t 
~engal Distnct RE:'cords, those for Bnrdwan at that early period having (hsappeared. It IS 

difficult to see how either the Provincial Government or the Commission could know of the 
condition ?f ancient district records, unless either an officer be sent on special duty to report 
or the. ancient records be brought to the Secretariat Record Room. The Hon1 ble l\fr A. I>·· 
Muddiman's Report of 1904 is full of valuable information in this respect. 

There are a. number of historical records which should not be lost sight of, e.g., 

l. The records of the Mayor's Court and of the Supreme Court in its earliest years. 
2· The Records of the Commissioners of Police in connection with the Improvement of 

Calcutta. 

3. The Register of Deeds, Calcutta. 
4· The Note Books of ~r Justice Hyde, in the B.ar Library (the most important 

volume almost rumed by indiscreet " restorations 1'). 

5. ;he Note Books of Sir R. Chambers, C. J., Judges1 Library. . 
6· The l~ases and deeds of Government Buildings at the office of the Solicitor to the 

Gov~rnment of India. These require urgent attention, and should be sent for 
repair to the Bengal Secretariat H.ecord .H.oom. 

7· The Register of St. John1s Church and early vestry Records. 

~ w~?ld .. s1ug:gest also that the Com~ission do recommend to Government t.he prepnration of 
TO\ IDem hsts of all E b · L f th XVII h and X VIII th uropean unal grounds with all inscriptions on tom ij o . e • L 

"' centuries. Dr Wilson's book is a mus,eum ~f errors. · 

Memorandum of points by the Keep_er of Records, Bengal. 

Secre~). ~r~tin~d o~ records_ so far aa they relate to the work being done in tlie Bengal 
trollingr~ ec;fr f Room, -v~z. (a) District Records of Ran(J'pur and (b) records of the Con-

ounci o evenue at 'Murshidabad and the Resid~nt at the DarbarJ 1760-74. 
Roo (2) . The f~rm of catalogues of records preserved in the Bengal Secretariat Record 

mt wf IBth speCial reference .to the point of exchange of copies of records between the Govern­
men ° engal and the India Office. 

Letter from Professor B. K. Thakore .to Mr K. S. Dixit, dated the 7th 
June 1919. 

In. reply to your Memorandum No 3040, dated the 5th June lDHl, if I a~ allo~ved. by 
the Prmc1pal, J?e~can College, to go to attend this first meeting of the _Indian Histoncal 
Records Commisswn, to take place at Simla on the Hlth instant, I w1sh to broach one 
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mafter there immediately. But this·would rather be in the nature of a preliminary query, 
whether a body like the Commission would take up a. matter of that character for active 
encoura"'ement and support, or whether the Commission would have to leave it as outside its 
provinc;. A Source-book on l\Iaratha History, in several volumes, is one of the most pressing 
needs to-day for students of Indian History. And for the students who do not know 
1\Iarathi, i.e., for the great majority, the material presented in the volumes, should also be 
rendered into English, the most important portions of it in literal translations, and the rest 
in full summaries. Such a book will, as already said, have to be in several volumes. Nor 
wi!l it have a large sale. Now public bodies like the Bharata ltihas Samshodhaka .11fandala, 
Poona a.nd the University of Bombay, might be induced to allot some funds towards its 
public;1tion. ~ut their resour~es are very limited and ~hey .hav~ to decide. ~etween many 
competing claims. If a b.ody hke the Government of ln~I& H1stoncal Commission could take 
it up, on the ground that 1t WIIS really a matter of all-Indm concern, and allot some funds for 
it, the undertal~ing weuld at once be _pl.aced. on a hopeful footing. The . example o£ the 
Commission might be followed by the Umvers1ty of Bombay and other pubhc bodies in the 
Presidency an_d in the Deccan, and if it was found necessary and also thought otherwise 
unobjectio~able, Chiefs and. Sardars of the Deccan. and other public-sp.ir~ted gentlemen 
interested m such matters, migh~ also be approached w~th. every hope of o~taming adequate 
assistance from them, so as to bFmg out the volumes Within a reasonable penod of time. 

Personally I should consider it a. worthy opportunity to serve fellow-students o£ Indian 
IIit.-tory, if entrusted with the planning and publication of the work as its general editor. 

The size of the undertaking would be to a great extent determined by the amount of 
support that could be anticipated for it. A book smaller than two volumes or 700 (seven 
hundred) pages in all would n?t be much usc. :rhis is th.e .minimu~. On the other hand and 
speaking very roughly, even l'IX volumes, or thnce the mmimum siZe7 would not include all 
that is at present available of first-rate importance. 

A detailed memorandu~u would be m01:e or less of the nature o! a Table of c9ntents of 
the volumes. The prop~r tim~ t? pre.l!are It ~vould therefore be after the Commission approve 
of the matter as one fallmg w1thm their pronnce and are able to recommend it to Governme t 

· f · · t n as oae deservmg o pecumary suppor . 

I am posting, to-day a copy of t.his letter to Rai J. ~- Mitra .Bahadur, 1\f.A., Assistant 
Secretary to the Government of India, as althoug·h you Will doubtless forward it on to h' 
you can only do s? through the pr~pe_r channels, and in ~hat way it might not reach him1~ 
time for the meet~ng of the C~m~1sswn on the 19th mstant. In fact, I am not a little 
surprised that Ra1 Bahadur lll1tra s letter No 409 of the 9th 1'Iay, should have reached · 
on the 29th day. I know of the case of a poor schoolmaster in a Native State who asked ;e 
a few.days' Ie.ave o~ ~bse~ce for his ~wn ma.rriag~. He. had sense e.nough to go away £~~ 
his marria"'e m antiCipatiOn of sanctiOn. For th1s sanctiOn reached h1m twenty-six 01• twe t 
seven months later, when his first child was just learning to toddle about. n y-
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Appendix C. 
/ 

A Note on Hand books to Government Records offices by Messrs 
A. F. Scholfield and H. Dodwell. 

d It will be found that all the records in a Government Reconls oflice come from some 
~pa~1~ent of Government or subordinate office. The records from each department or oflice 

8 f on ~ arrange~ chronologically and cata,logued separately in that order. This grouping 
0 1 r~co~ 8 accordwg to source will furnish a preliminary classification. It will probably 
afusoth e oubnd_t?~t the records consist of (a) proceedings, (b) other papers; this may furnish a 

r er SU ·dl\'ISlOn. 

is su~~~·n·~\process is to prepare a description of each series (or sub-division when a series 
period IV~ er ). In the case of proceedings of a department this should include (a) the 
subse e~ daced by the series, (b) the oriO'in of the department or office, (c) its functions and 
etc.) queu evelopment, (cl) the quantity of records (i.e., the number of volumes, bundles, 

. In the case of oth · · · £ tl · t t t Is necessarv er P~P:rs whiCh do not .form a senes of proceepmgs ur 1e1 rea m~n 
covered b • f e')', the d_escnptwn of a collection of letters should give not only the perwd 
a. brief su~ a 90 ha hst of the writers and some inuication of the subjects.. In general, 

Th h mary 8 ould be given of each volume or bundle of non-proceedings papers. 
e andbook sh ld . . . 

G 'd ou e:ontam a full and careful mdex . 
• Ul ance and e 1 . . . . . d G ·z Pnbl~c Rec ·l 0 :xamp es may be found m the followmO'. Scargill·Bll' - 1ur. e to the 

is understood1 ~hat ~ce (last edition); H. Dodwell-Rep01t on the Madt·a.s Recorrl.Y. (!t 
shortly be a '1 b audbooks to the India Office recorus anu the Impenal records Will 
applicable to va1 a le.) A good example (thmwh too full for exact imitation) of description 
MSS. in t zt"' l:noln.-proceedings papers will be fott'nd in s C Hill's Catalogue of the Orme 

' 1 ~ nc ta 0/]i · ' · ce. 
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Appendix D. 

Rules affecting private access to the records of the Government 
of India. 

I 

.. 

Note.-These rules are applicable only to cases where documents are required for boncfjirle historical 

research. 
(1) The Record Office. is open daily .(excepting S~mdays, the Christmas and Easter 

holidays, th.e October PnJahs and certam other festivals and holidays), the hours of 
admission beillg 10-30 A.:u.-4-30 P.M., on Saturdays 10-30 A.M.-2 r.M. 

(2) Persons wishing to examine the records of the Government of India should ap 1 
in writing to the Keeper of the Records (3, Government Place West, Calcutta) statiilo- thp .Y 

· · 1 h l'fi t' d th b · · ' "' Cir office, professiOn, t1t es or ot er qua I ICa 10ns an e o Ject With which they wish to 

examine them. 
(3) Government reserves to itself the right to refuse or to modify any application. 

(<1-) Inspection is allowed only in the Record Office itself. 
(5) PermiR~ion must be obtained to take copies and extra~ts and to make use of 

information gan\ed from the records. (Typed copies can be supphed by the Record depart-
ment at the rate of 1 anna for 50 words.) · 

(6) Any person who uses the records for purposes of historical resea;ch and publ" h 
· · · d t d ,·t f h" Is es works based on those records, IS reqmre o epo:si one copy o Is work as soon as published 

in the Record department. 
II 

(7) Persons not wishing or being ':na?le. th.emselves to examine the records sh~uld 
apply to the Keeper of the ltecords who wJll,_If possible, arrange ~or th~ search to be undertaken 
at the cost of the applicant either by the Assistants of the Impenal Record Department or b 

some other reliable person. Y 

III 

(S) A separate slip shall be cleai·ly written and signed by_ ev.ery person for each paper or 
volume he requires before any rec01;d can be produced. The shp IS returned to him when he 

again hands over the record. ~ . . 
(9) No person may have more than five < ongmal consultations' or two volumes out at 

a time. 
(10) :Big folio· volumes are to be placed on booluests and handled as little as possible. 

(11) No person may lean on any of the documents, or put one on top of another or I· "' . . · p ace 
Upon them the paper on which he is wntrng. 

(12) No sort of mark, pen, pencil or otherwise, may be made on any record. Tracing 

is not permitted. 
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ABBREVIATIONS :-Dept =Department; Dist. =District; 1 H R c I d' . 

Commission; I. R. D.= Imperial Record' Dep~rtme~t. Pr• = 0n0 m~ PH1stor~cal Uecords 

.Agcndn, 1, 2 
Annndn Rangn Pillni, dinry of, 6 
Annnal reports of Rccorrl8 offices, 5, iii, iv 
Army, see Old Const .4.rmy 
Assam, records in, 3, V 

Barodn State, co-operation with I. H. R. C., 3 
• Bengnl ' records, V 

Bengal Records Office, concentmtion of dist. records in, vi • 
l111nd, 6 ; rC\·enue records in, v ' 

BMrnt ItiMs Snmshodhnkn Mnndnln, Poono, 8, vii 
Dihor and Orissn, recorrl8 in, 3, V 

• S - rocccdmgs 

press-listing to be discontinued in 7 • 
• • programme ,of work in 

Blaker n. H., Keeper of the Records of the Go,:ernment of India designate a d S 
' . n eerctnry to I H R c 1 Bombay, records 1n, 3, V . . • . ., 

Bomboy, Unh·ersity of, 8, vii 

Dombny Records Office, programme of work in hand, 6; records in·, v; wliOle·timc officer for, 
3 British Go,·ernment in I ndin, its extent i~ Lord Cornwallis' time, v 

Buildings, see Government bnildings 

13nndles of records, 5 
Durdwnn, dist. records, vi 
13nrinl grounds, European, lists of, "vi 

Calcutta, records relating to impro\·ement of, 6, vi : register of deeds, vi 
Calcntta High Court, records of, 4 

Caleadnring, 6; discontinnntiou of, i; of Persinn Co~respondence, 7; plnn to be detcrmi"ned b I 
regarded too slow, too elnbornte and too costly, 1; of selected records 1• .. y H R c .. 

. 'u . . . .. u, iii; Cardboard boxes, for storing decoying records, 6 
Catalogue of the Orme Ma111tscripts i11 the India OJ!ice (S, C. Hill), ii, v, Viii 
Catalogues, of records, ii, V, vi 

. Cataloguing, progress to be shown in nnnunl reports, iv; scale and plan of, iii 
Central Provinces Records Office, Pindnri papers in, 7 

. Central Records Office, for all India, iv 
Chambers, Sir n., Chief Justice, Calcutta High Court, his note-books, Vi 
Chittngong, dist. records, 7, v, vi 
Commissioners of Police, records of, vi 
Controlling Council of Revenue, 11rocs, 6; aee also Murshidnbad Contro!li C , 
Cornwnlhs, o , V . L rd ng onncll of Re,·enue 
Conncil Boards, procs, 6 
Curator, Madras Recorrl8 Office, see Dodwell, H. 

IJaroar, Resident at the, see 1\Inrshidnbnd, Resident at 
D&can, the, Chiefs nnd Snrdnrs of, vii 
Deccan College, Poonn~ Principal of, vi 

Dccrl8 of properties, vi; to be }Jreserved in I. R. D., G; see atso Register of Deeds 
Dins, P., Keeper of Records, Bcngnl, 1 . -
DinajiJur, dist. records, V ' 
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District records, in Assnm, 3; in Bengal, 3; in Bihar and Orissn, 3; in Born b:1y, 3, V; of Bnrdwnn, vi; of Chittngong, 
7, v, vi; concentration in Provincial Records Offices, 3, iv; of Dinnjpnr, v; in Mndrns, 3, iv; of Midnnpore, 
vi; printing up of, 7; of Hnngpnr, v, vi; of Sylhct, V · 

Di:ocit, K. S., vi 
Dod well, H., Cnrntor, ~fadras Rrcords Office, 1, 4, 7, ii, viii 

l':r.desiastical records, vi 
Educational records, 7 
Exchange, of copic> of records, iii, vi 

Finninger. Ven. Archdeacon W. K., 1, 6, iii, V 
1-'oreign Department press-lists, 7 
Forrest. Sir G., v 
Foster, ""., v 

... 

Govermnent buildings, len.scs and deeds of, vi 
Government departments, history of, v; maintenance of their records by themselves, 3 
Gra~ts, for tbe work of I. H. R, C., 9 
Gt11de to the Public Record 0'./fice (S R !':: 'II n· ·') ·-­G r . . .. cargl • IN ' Vlll 

'"a tor St&te, CO·OJlerntiou with I. H. R. C., 3 

Handbooks, to I. R. D 7 , 
II · ., • to Records offices, 4, i, v, viii •, models of, ii asbngs, Warren, V 

High Courts, recorda of 'l • 
Hill s c -- .. .' ' see also Calcutta High Court • Supreme Court ' . ., u, v, Vli1 ' 
Historical records 2 • 

' 'V1 
H isturical Records Com . . ' 
H . · 1lllSSIOU see I d' H' · . . 1story, Indian Vi' . ]I ' 11 mn Istor:cn.l Records CommiSSIOn 
B •de ' 1 ' Iarn.tha, 8, vii 

j 'J., Judge, his note b k -- oo ·s, v 1 

Imperial Record Depn.,·tinent • . ... 
<>f work in hand 7. ' r' calendarmg of Persian Correspondence nt 7·; handbook to, 7, Vlll; programme 
trunsfer of anci~nt ~~ rudse< govermng access to and nse of the records of: 4, 5, ix; site of publicntions of, 7; 

' I .. 1 ' eE to, 6 • mperia records, V 
indexes, to proceedings, ii 
Indexing, progress to b h . . 
I d' e s o~ n tn annu 1 t -

n Ia Office record. h db a rep or ' 1 V 
I d' . . "' :in ook to, Viii 

n mn Historical Records c . . 
iii ; ofllce-hen.rc"s anodnmllsstbon, constituted, iii • duties of. iii • rrrants for the work of 9, iii • bendqunrters of, 

· mew e1·s 1 --- ' · • <:>- ' ' 11 Indian History, Vii > • 111; !>lace and dnte of uc•t meeting, 9; resolutions, 3•6, 10, 
Indian ~tate h' · " s, Istoncal records · 3 . 
Indore State . In, ' see also Earodn State· Gwnlior State· Indore State 

' co-operation with I. H. R. C., 3 ' , ' 
Inspector-General ~f Registrution, 6 

Jadnnath Sarknr, Professor 1 8 ---
' • • 111; to report on Pindari records, 7 

Keeper of Records1 Bengal, iii, vi; see also Dins, p, 
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Keep~:r of the Records of the ~overnment of India, ix; to be permnnent Secretary to I. H. R. C., iii; ue al&o Blaker, 

R. H.; Scholtield, A. E. 

Keepers of the Records, 2 

Lis~, of records, i, ii \ 

:\le.dros Court of Qunrtcr Sessions, recor(ls of, 4 

l\IndrBs l\Iayor's Conrt, records of, 4 
Mndrns Records Office, district_ records concentrated in, 3 1 iv; haudbook to, ii, v, viii; programme of work;,. Laud. 6 

l\[arnth" History, source-book ~n, 8, vii . 
Mnyor'd Courts, records of, 4, vi; see also Mndrns l\Inyor's Conrt 

1\lidnnporo, district records, vi 
Military records, V 
.lllitra, J. M., As~istant ~ccretary to Government of lmlia, Dept of EducatioTJ, 1, 7 1 vii 

:\[nddiman, lion. l\[r A. P., vi 
:\1 nrshiclubnd, Resident at, records of his office, vi 
l\lnr~hidu)Jad CoD trolling Council of l{e,·enne, cunsnltntions, v; records, vi 

Native Stutes, see Indian State~ 

Old Canst Army, 7 
Orissn, see Bihar and Orissn 
Ormc Mannscripts, see Catalogue of the 01·me Manuscripts i11 the India Otfrc~ (S. C. Hill) 

Persian Correspondence, cnlendnring nt I. R. D., 7 

Pindlll'is, the, documents relnting to, 7 

Political records, V 
Poona, Bharat Itihns Snmshodhakn Mnndalo. of, 8, vii 
Press-listing, 6; discontinnntion of, 7, i 
Press-lists, of Foreign dept records, 7 ; of Pnblic dept records, 7 ; rcgnrdcq too meagre, i 
Public dept press-lists, index to, 7 
Public Record office, Guide, to viii 
Pnblicutions, of I. R. D.~ size of, 7 ; of records offices, 9 ; snlc and inter,<;hnnge, iii 
Punjab records, list of, 4 

\ 

Rnngpur, dist. records, v, vi 
Records, in Assnl!l, 3, ~;_in Bengal, V~ vi~ in Bihar and Orissa, 3, v; in Bomhn .. 3 • • 

blnssificnt10n, Vlll ; concentrnt10n 1n one central office. iv • current J 2 • ' "{• ~ntalo!l'_ues (,f, i'i, v, vi • 
coJ>ics of, vi; of Uigh Conrts, 4.; in In linn States 3 • in. 1\fn.dr'ns v. 1· 'M ' ~caymg. 11, Vi; qxchan!le of 

· 5 · t d d · · 1 4 · · • ! · ' ' • n nyor s Conrt 4 · · · sturmg, ; prm e nn or1gma , ; prmted hst 1 11 • rcpnirs of Vl. • . t' f ·· • Vl ; method of · t d •• • • • • , repnn mg o 6 7 - -- -.-
roles governmg access o n.11 usc of, 4, 5, ni, ix • of tho Select ('o . tt • ' .• • 1, 11, 111, v, vi • 
of Snrnt Factory, 3; treatment of, i, viii • whe~e kept i. see · ;nm~ Be, V i•of l::inprcme Court, 4, vi! 
Ecclesinstical records; Edncntionnl records;' Historical r~cor'ds. , In 80 • 1e,ngn records; Distril't record-'· 

. d . p J't' 1 1 . p · • mperm records· 1 u.· Offi ·' M1htnry rccor s, o 1 1cn rocor( s, unJab records . Revenue r ds. y 1 • n u~ ec records· . . . ' ecor ,. ernacn nr records ' 
Records Commission, see Ind1nn H1stor1cnl Records Commission 

Records offices, nnnnnl reports of, 5, iii, iv; handbooks for 4 i v viii. or. • . 
iii; rescnrch in, 9 ;·,stnfi', 8, 9; see also Bengal Hec~rd; orne~. Bo ·b g~mso.t~on of, 2; publications of. 9, 
Uecords office; Imperial Record Department. Mndras Pecords offi' pm bnl~ Records office; Central Prv\ iuces ' ·' ce ; n lC ecor office 

Reference books, for research work, 8 
Register of Deeds, vi 
Repairs, of records, vi 
Report on the 1Uadms Records (H. Dodwell), viii 
Reprinting, of records, 6, 7' i, V, vi; facilities and restrictions, ii, iii; progress to be shown in nnnnol r9ports, iv 
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Research, encouragement of, 8; 1. R. D. rules for, ix ; in recorda offices, 9 ; removal of 
..... 1 x· ·, training e:xisti ng lluo•:IC cs, 

of students for, iii _ - • 
Resolutions, of I. B. R. C., 3·6, 10, 11 
Revenue records, v 
Royal Commission-on the Public Records of England and Wo.las, i 
Rules, govcrclng ~cctss t~ and use ~f records, 4, 5, tii; for research in I. R. D., ix 
Rush brook William,,. L. F., 1, iii 

Sadler, Sir Michael, 7 
StJohn's Church, records of, vi 
Scargill-Bird, S. R., viii 
Scholfield, A. F., Keeper of the Records o£ the Government of India, 1, 4, viii 
Select Committee, records of, v 
~arp, Ron. Mr H., Secretary to Govcrnmeht ~f India, Dept of Education 11ml Prc•iddlt of l. II. R. C., 1, 2 • 7 

Solicibr to Government of India, <leeds with, 6, vi 
Supen·isor;' Correspondence, v 
Supreme Court, records of, 4, vi 
Surat Factory, records concentrated in Bombay Records office, 3 
Sy !bet, records in, v 

Thakorc, B. K., Pro£csso1· of History, Deccan College,· Poono., 1, 8, iii, vi 
Tod, Lieutenant-Colonel James, 7 
Training, of Indian students for research, iii ; of stall' of Rccoriili office&, 8 

'-

University of Bou1bay, 8, vU 

Vernacular records, calendars of, ii 
" 

Weeding prog•b-. to b b • . ' . ...,., e s own m annual reports iv 
'\\ ellesley, Marquis of, records of his timP 3 ' 
w·u· • ' 1• lams, L. F. Rushbrook, see Rush brook Williams 
Wilson. Dr C. R., v, vi 
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