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Proceedings of the first meeting of the Indian
Historical Records Commission held in

Simla in June 1919,

The Indian Historical Pecords Commission was constituied by Resolution
no 77(Gen.), dated 23st M arqh 1@§J_of the Qovernment of Tndiatin the Bducation
Department. The Resolution 1s repreduced in Appendix A to these
procccdings.

The first meeting of the Commission was held on the 19th and 201
1919. 1t was attend:d by the tollowing :— ‘ Oth June

President :

The Hon'ble Mr H. Sharp, C.8.1., C.I.LE, M.A., Secretary ‘
ment of India in the Department of Education, Y to the Gorern-

Members :

Mr A. F. Scholfield, M.A., Keeper of ihe Records of the Government (;,f

India,
Mr H. Dodwell, M.A., Curator, Madras Record Office,

Mr P. Dias, Keeper of Records, Bengal,
Professor J adunath Sarkar, M.A., Indian Educational Service (Bihar),
The Ver'ble Archdeacon V. K. Firminger, M.A., B.D., B. Litt., Caleutt
Professor B. K. Thakore, B.A., Professor of History, Deccan Collmt,
Poona, - ; \ cge,s
Mr R. H. Blaker, heeper 0 the Records of the Governme .
designate, acted as Sccrefary. _ nument of India
MrJ. M. Mitra, Assistant Secretary, Department of Eg i .
present ab the meeting. _ ducation, was also
Professor Rushbrook Williams was unavoidably absent.

The following matters had been suggzested as agenda, :

Agenda for the first meeting of the Indian Historical Records Commission

1. orga.nisation of Repords offices in India. The extent to whi
records are in the custody of Records Officers. which current

9. Records in. Indian Staies. Appointment of a representative [r ,
Indian States as Member of the Commissiou. P ative from the



2 1

3. Records in district offices. Their concentration in provincial Record
offices.

4. Records in the custody of the High Courts. Iow best to utilize them
for the purposes of historical research ?

5. Compilation of handbooks of Records offices. Nature of the contents
of such handbooks. ' '

6. Rules regulating the access of the public to the records. Consideratidn
of the draft rules for the Imperial Record Office.

7. Annual report of the Records offices. ‘Special matters to be dealt with
in the reports.

8. Method of storing records.
9. General programme for listing, calendaring and reprinting records.

10. Calendaring of Persian correspondence af the Imperial Record chg-
Whether any special arrangement for editing is nceessary by the Commlsilon :
~ 11 Investigation into the composition of the Old Coast Army. h
12. Publication of certain educational records.

13. Provision of works of reference in the Records offices for students
consulting the records.

14. Training of the staff of the Records offices.

15. Methods b
;‘esearch.

16. Preparation of a Source-book on Mahratta History during the 17th and
-18th centuries.

17. Grant for the work of the Commission.
18. Place and date of the next meeting of the Commission.

y which Cfficers in charge of records may best encourage

RECORD OF THE DISCUSSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

After weleoming the members the Hon’ble Mr Sharp cmphasised the
wreat importance of historical rescarch and the fund of information conta,med
n the archives of the several Governments in India including those of the
%Illlpfrl‘lal _Govcmment. He briefly indicated the genesis of the Commission,

te mtentions underlying its creation and the scope of its dutics.

The Commission then proceeded to discuss the matters on the agenda
Paper,

1.—Organisation of Records offices in India. The extent: to whick current
records are in the custody of Records Officers.

It was pointed out by the Keepers of the Records who attended the
meeting that the records dealt with in the diffcrent Records offices generally,
included those of a recent date. Tt was not, however, felt that the work thus
imposed upon the offices was an insuperable obstacle to the listing and S.“P?:ly
of historical papers. At the same time, as public interest 1 historical records
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increases there is likely to be some difficulty. It was thought that it would
be unnecessary and impossible to confine the contents of the Records offices

urely to what may be classed as papers of  historical interest, although
undoubtedly a certain number of papers of purely historical interest can be
separated from current records and havealready been so separated in Bengal.
Another remedy suggested is the maintenance of its own records by each
department for- a longer period. This is worth consideration and may resolve
itself into a question of accommodation. Such difficulties as exist can be best
met by some increase of staff. This matter may receive attention.

1t was felt that it was desirable that the records maintained by the Govern-
ment of Bombay should be under the control of a whole-time expert officer.

The Commission passed the following resolution :

Resolution.—The Commission desire to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment of Bombay to the need of the appointment of a whole-time expert officer
to take charge of the Record Office at Bombay.

Il.—Records in Indian States. Appointment of a representative from the
Indian States as Member of the Commission.

It was pointed out that some of the Indian States possess valuable records
of a historical character. Fgr instance, valuable records dealing with the
period of the Marquis of Wellgsley exist in Baroda, Gwalior and Indore. The
need for inviting co-operation on the part of Indian States was generally felt.
It was suggested that a beginning might be mad(? with the three States named,
MThe Commission then passed the following resolution :

Resolution.—The Commission suggest that as a beginning the three States
of Raroda, Gwalior and Indore might be invited to appoint either a single
representati\’e or each a. separate represex_ltatlve In successive years With a
view to making their historical records available to research. -

III.—RecordS in district offices.' Their concentration in provincial
Records offices.

In Madras all docwments prior to 1820 havq bgen concentrated in the
Central Record Office. In Bombay there are 1o district records Pprior to 1818
and the district records save some connected with land ave still in the districts.
o Surab Ta ctory records have, ]1owever,_ been. remove.d t_o the provincial
Records Office- In Ben g_al they are exclusively in the _dlstrlcts. Tt is under-
stood that the way 11 which the older repor_ds are kept in the districts is very
unsatisfactory- In'the case of Assam 1 1§ possible that there are records of
importance in district offices up tp about 1830.

Resolution.—-The Commissi-on consider _tha,t it is desirable that old records
in district offices of Bengal, Bihar and Ol'lss_a should be concentrated in the
provincial Records offices and that ?he attention of 0ther l_ocal‘ Governments
{excluding Madras and Bombay) m1ght be drawn to the desirability of similar

concentration.
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(2) that the use of cardboard boxes (Cartdns) .f.or unbound, papers,
specially such as arein danger of falling into decay, shOuld be
encouraged. o

The attention of the Commission was drawn to the existence of the glta_eds
of properties belonging to Government and held in safe custody by the Solicitor
to the Government of India. Some of these documents preserve 1mp(_)1‘b.ant
evidence as to the history of the town of Caleutta and its former inhabitahts,
and many cf these are in a sad state of decay. Archdeacon Firminger _pOlllth
out that the Solicitor to the Government of India favoured the suggestion that
they should be sent to a Government Records office for repair, and would be
glad to be relieved of the responsibility of keeping them as it was impossible
for his office to devote to them the care requisite for their preservation. It was
considered that such deeds should he kept in custody by the Keeper of the
Records. Tt was also considered that the volumes of copies of ancient deeds
in t_he custody of the- Inspector-General of Registration in Bengal should be
similarly dealt with. The Commission passed the following resolution':

Resolution.—The Commission recommend that the ancient deeds in t}lc
cusmdy of the Solicitor to the Government of India and the volumes of copics
fc)'f ancient deeds at presént in the custody of the Inspector-General of Registra-
100 1n Bengal he sent for restoration to the Imperial Record Department and
be subsequently preserved there. ‘ f
X,

~—General programme for press-listing, calendaring and reprinting
records.
It was o

work laiq nsidered by the Members-that for the present the programme of
sufficie atll ¢own in the Government of India resolution of 21 March 1919 was
ently large and wonld take some time to complete. :
Madra,

Y 8.—In regard to the work in the Madras Presidency the Co-mmissio_n
:Z:fiégfm‘med that the following programme was in course of execution i—(1)
(15 48-1%1(()%0 of all docwments prior to 1702 (2) calendaring of despatches
of work )3 (3) translation of the diary of Ananda Ranga Pillai (completion

' already commenced).

Furthe

e work ; r additions to this programme are not at present recommended, as
B ;)D hand is sufficiently extensive.
o . . . . .
sugoost, I:n ay.—Owing to lack of information the Commission werc unable to
= Y Programme of work to be executed in the Bombhay Records Office.

pl‘intiBne: %al'\f“rlth regard to Bengal the following work is in hand: The
Controﬁinp é) the Council proceedings of several Council Boards ’and the
ment. Thg Counc.l! of Revenue during the period of Warren Hastings’ govern-
series is riet ommission recommend that the work be continued till the whole
as well 'Fs fn 'ed.as the series is important for the study of revenuc administration
hese r(ee 0& historical research. In the opinion of the Commission copies of
Beneal B(‘)}lj s should be in the possession of the three provincial Gr'ove.zx‘nments{
tho 82 Har and Orissa and Assam. In order to expedite the printing up ef
Series, the mmission recommend that, the introduction of the first
volume in print being fairly adequate, no further introduction beé included in
such volumes and that where future volumes have not heen issucd and a series
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has tiot been indexed one cummulative index should be compiled for th -
. . S iled for th o
series. Tl.me Qommlssmn are of opinion that, should their Pl‘(?posalr 1(:)(1; thi ‘Z}%gl%
that the district records be brought to the Bengal Secretariat Record Room be
adopted, the present printing up of district records should not be continued
except in the case of Chittagong where they are in a most sad state of decay
The Commission consider that there is no necessity of dontinui .
press-listing of the Bengal records as the method of dealingy“.ith Cgl?;lguiggoigg
should be that laid down by the Government of India in its l‘esomtion of 91
‘March last. ' . '
j Imperial Record Department.—The Commiission understand that th
‘work in hand, i.e., the index to the Public department press-lists (1748?1t8(§(})1)e
in the Imperial Record Office will be completed before the end of the )’ear’
There still 1'e.mains a large amount of manuscript of Foreign Depi'trtmené
press-lists which should be printed. A handbook to the Record Office is in
preparation. In view of the amount of work in hand, it is considered u
necessary to enlarge the programme. n-
In the case of future publications it was suggested that the fool .
should be abandoned, except where a series has already been COm?llse(:riIcI)ed&?‘e
that size, and that the size should be large octavo. n
Mr Mitra placed before the Commission a- copy of a letter fr
‘Central Provinces Administration regarding the printinI(;; of a C"erfail? cglcl)mt?he
of papers by Tod relating to the Pindaris which have been discovered iec ;fn
‘Central Provinces‘ Records Office. The Commission recommended thnt t 1
manuscripts. be referred to Professor Jadunath Sarkar - for repoit t:;' the
Commissioun. , he
No formal resolution was recorded in connection with this item ¢ th
agenda paper. ' i 1 the

X.—Calendaring of Persian correspondence at the Imperial Record
Office. Whether any special arrangement for editing is necessar
by the Commission ? »

Tt was considered that the work should be continued as at present and th
no special arrangements for editing were necessary. at

X1.—Investigation into the composition of the Old Coast Army

Tn regard to this matter Mr Dodwell reported that he had tak .
the matte; and would report fully to the next meeting of the Comgﬁsgggon n

XII.—Publication of certain educational records.

The Hon’ble Mr Sharp outliried a scheme for the publication of a sep;
selections from educational records and he pointed out that Sir Michael 618'1631 of
had interested himself in the scheme. He had been at work COllectin‘,a er
records for over two years and the first part was now ready for publig EPCh
These records were of course not prior to 1702, but they would he pub]a: igelil.
mainly for their educational interest. 1siie
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The Commission cordially supported the proposal, being ‘of opinion that

such a publication would be of great use not only to educationists but to the
future historians of India.

XII1.—Provision of works of reference in the Records offices for students
consulting the records.

Ordinary works of reference are already provided in theu‘ O'H}CQE‘S f?l t;}(l)?-
use of Records officers. As regards the provision of works of refer emetheil‘
students of history who frequent the records rooms it was fell; that as e
number was limited the question should be postpqned .m]l that nuri o
increased. It was added that large local reference libraries were as a rule

the vicinity of ‘the Records offices and could conveniently he made use of by
those engaged in research work.

4

XIV.—Training of the staff of the Records offices.

The Commission were of opinion that no special training was nefe %fd
beyond that' given to the members after they had entered the service of the
Records offices,

XV.

—Methods by which Officers in charge of records may best encourage
research.

As regards the methods by which Officers in charge of records may Dhest

encourage research it wag decided that Professors Jadunath Sarkar andr ‘B K.

Thakore should circulate & note for consideration hy the Members, This, if

approved, would he circulated subsequently to local Governments. \

XVI.—Preparation of @ Source-book on Makratta History during the

I7th and 18th centuries-

. The subject ~wag brought up Ty Professor 13. 1£. Thakore. After some
discussion the Commiission passed the following resolution :
Resolution.—Ihat the Government of I}ldizz be requested to ascertain
%;)O(ffl ghe\?()lver&m%lf tof.ﬁBom ay their views on the proposal for ha S()Lll:%(?‘
< On Mahratta F 1story . Y 1 " H ) QSs1b1~
ity of obtaining' pccnnia.ﬁ\'v (i:lx:t‘fbiuhc 17th :1171('1 }Sth cv’nt )urxcs aipc.lt ‘t )(:ﬂxﬁcation
< e ¥ co vions towards the expenses of its |
from the University of Bomhay and from the Bhdrata [tihds Samshodhaka

Mandala of Poona and othet loeyl hads blic-spirited individuals.
Should the Government of ! ook bodies and public-sp

Bombay consider the propesal a likely one the
Government of Indig might he asked to contribute Jfo It);he production of the
volume at Re 1 a page.

The Souree-hook should he in B

ici nglish and should contain English transla-
tions of original documents, summa,

les, ete.
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X VII.—Grant for the work of the Commission.

The Commission did not fecl themselves at present in a position to state
the amount which they would require in futurc for the encouragement of publi-
cation and rescarch as such are unlikely to be undertaken in ordinary circum-
stances in the near future. They would therefore defer the specification of any
sum until a future meeting. At the same time they felt that, until the work
of the Commission began in full swing, the money might more usefully be
spent locally upon the inercase of the stalf of Records offices, the improvement
of its pay and the prosecution of local publication and rescarch.

XVIIl.—Place and date of the next meeting of the Commission.

The Commission were of opinion that their mecting could suitably partake
of a public character, that i to sav, it was desirable that lectures and papers
should be arranged at the time of 'il,leir meetings to which those interested in
research in the centre where the meeting takes place, should be invited. Such
fectures, etc., would be in addition to the mectings of the Members for the
discussion of matters which ave connected with the Commission. The Seeretary
should at ence set about attempting to arrange some programme for the next
meeting. o ®

The date of the next meeting may conveniently be the early half of

e ah hiace w i dresident in comsultation with
the local authorities. ould be decided by the Presiden
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‘RESOLUT{ONS OF THE COMMISSION,

) rk ds Office at
Whole-time expert officer to take charge of the Central Records
Bombay.

ission: suggest that as a

Resolution II.—(Item 2 of agenda). The Com]r:nldssﬁnl'm’s‘l:ﬁfiz invited to

beginning the three States of Baroda, Gwalior and :e o crepresenmﬁ"‘e in
appoint either a single representative or each a I

ilable to’
ir historical records availab
successive years with a view . tq making their historical rec
Tesearch,

. . ider that it is

Resolution HL—(Ttem 8 of agenda). The Comﬁnlsig)ln (]:;)ﬁls;;(li-elaud Orissa

desirable that old Tecords in the district offices of enbanél that the attention
should be concentrated in the provincial Records offices,

; ight be drawn to
of other local Governments (excluding Madras and Bombay) mig
the desira.bility of similar concentration.

1 ds have been
The Commission also consider that even where the recor

1k
.  that it would be well
printed the original Papers are of considerable value almfnt hl%c;l libraries or I
to preserve them either in Provineial Records offices or : -
museums,

Resolution IV __

. . d that
(Item 5 of agenda). The Commlsswll.rriﬁ;?egle& local
the note presented by Messrs Bcholfield and Dodwell be circ
Governments as a guide f

or the commencement of handbooks, :
Resolution V.

f the
—Item 6 of agenda). Subject to e ot e public to
overnment of Indig, {}q revised rules, regulating the acc%gb 0 nd. brought to
t{lle records, may he Introduced in the Imperial Record Office a -
the notice of other offices, ' ' rds offices
Resolution VI.~(Item 7 of agenda). It was resolved-'fh?‘ﬁﬂl.{ffo -
should submjit an annygl report, inothe form of a letter specifying :—

; ~office (It is,
(1) any new aceessions to the collections of records in the

s sfer of depart-
Owever, unnecessary to report the Permd]q.-tlt‘ans{‘ﬁli‘ch are stilk
menta] Papers from Government §ecrqtar11§m 8 W
‘ curreng ’ and cannot o treated as ¢ historical ),

; . list has
. (2) the collection of records catalogued or - listed, whether the
€en printe,

. . t'nﬂ" a:nd
(8) What hag lieen dgpe in the way of calendaring, abstracting
indexing records,

segued from:
(1) any publicatiop, dealing strictly with records that have issu
office,

. bound
quantity of documents me~nded, ?ePa;f?gbigi_’ The

1S 10t enougl simply to give, e.g., ‘560 origin
date, coudition, si

briefly
%€ and nature of the papers should be
describcd), -

. fe
- sts for information Ofl' th:
(6) the number of ¢ search eases’ (i.¢., reque ing () the names O
Permission to examine the records) z}ddm{% (@ required,
applicants, (ii) the nature of the information req
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b

v
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{7) any changes or improvements made in the method of preserving,
storing and housing records.

Resolution VIL.—(Item 8 of agenda). - The Commission recommend (1)
#hat where records are tied in bundles the bundles should not be over-large,
i.c., not thicker than 10 or 12 inches including boards, and (2) that the use of
cardboard boxes (Cartons) for unbound papers, specially such as are in

danger of falling into decay, should be encouraged.

Resolution VIIL—(Item 8 of agenda). The Commission recommend
that the ancient deeds in the custody of the Solicitor to the Government of
India and the volumes of copies of ancient deeds at present in the custody of
the Inspecnor-Geneml of Registration in Bengal be sent for restoration to the
Tmperial Record Department and be subsequently preserved there.

Resolution IX.—(Item 16 of agenda). That the Government of India be
requested to ascertain from the Government of Bombay their views on the
proposal for a Source-book on Mahratta History during the 17th and 18th
centuries and the possibility of obtaining pecuniary contributions towards the
expenses of its publication from the University of Bombay and from the
Bhérata Itihas _Sar.ns:hodhaka Mandala of Poona and other local bodies and
public-spirited individuals. Should the Government of Bombay consider the

roposal a likely one the Government of India micht be asked t .
,.,1};)0 tll)le production of the volume at Re 1 a page. ° 0 contribute

The Source-book should be in English and should contain Engli .
lations of original documents, summ&rioes, etc. nglish trans






Appendix A.

Government of India, Department of Education, Resolution No 77
(General), dated 21 March 1919.

, nt of India have been considering for some time past the question
The Governme of making the official recmﬁs in Ind(ila more
accessible than at present to students of history
and of removing, SO far as possible, any e.\:isting‘ obstacles to research. In framing
' suggestions to this end, they have been assisted by the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on the Public Records of Epgland and Wales. Certain questions arising
from the application of those recommendations to Indian records were laid before local
Governments. After considering their replies and consulting expert ‘advice, the Government
of India have decided to introduce the following changes in their own Record Office and
they recommend a like procedure in the offices of the local Governments.

9. The records of Tndia are kept partly in the Records office of the Government of
India, and partly in the provincial Records
) offices. The system hitherto followed in their
trentment is evolved from the practice followed in the English Record Office and consists in
the Preparation of :—
(i) a press list giving a complete list of documents, with some indication of their
dates and contents ;

Rccords to be mnde more accessible.

Prescnt position.

(i) a calendar giving a précis of nearly every document of importance or a reference to
some pubhcatlon where it may be found.

Were full effect given to this system, it would greatly facilitate the work of
students and serve to remove some of tpe difficulties which now militate against research.
But the progress made ha§ n_ot bgen satisfactory and tbe system has been characterised as
defective by the Commlssmn in England. Press lists are regarded as too meagre.
Calendaring is admitted to be a proc_e§s'too slow, too elaborate and too costly for application
to modern State papers. Such -crmmsms of the me_Lhod pursued in England have still
greater weight in India, where widely scattered collections and paucity of workers present

b

-additional difficulties.
3. In superseSSiOD of this system, the Government of India have now decided that the best
method of rendering the records accessible to
the public will be as follows :—
The preparation of a list of the volumes or bundles contai 1 I
{z) ac copmplzmied by a descriptive handbook to their general élc:i%elnntsf:he Records offices
(é5) The calendaring of certain documents only.

(¢i5) The reprinting in full of certain specified classes of documents.

By dealing with.the records on these principles, it will be possible to disconti
reparg;ion of press lists except_ so far asmay be necessary to ﬁnIi)sh a volume \(:'Illxtilclﬂleisﬂi]z
Eand or to complete 2 definite series wh.1ch 15 capable of completion within three or four
years. In the same way, when the preparation of calendars now actually in hand has Leen
completed, no fresh calendars should be prepared except in accordance with the system now
guggested.

_Some ampliﬁcation of the three new methods now proposed is found in the paragraphs
below,

Method of treatment in the futare.
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4. Jtisan ial . . ) inted lish
' essential preliminary that in each Records office there should be a printed _1.h
Catalogues and handbooks, or catalggue of the volumes and bundles whic
it contains.

Such lists require to be su o y 1 andbook on lines

s : ! ‘ pplemented by a brief catalogue raisonnd or handboo 3

:Untllatrhexther to tne Madras handhook pub{ished by the Curator of the Madras Records
f o the more detailed catalogue of Orme manuscripts prepared by Mr S. C. Hill.

e ﬁ,sttlu-dent 0§}1§story will ordinarily with the help of the printed catalqgues and hmﬁlbﬁ?kj
e gi‘reg bm & position to know whether a particular office is likely to contain papers of t e-t _nb
in((%ice»- ¢ ¥ him, Th_e offices already contain in a greater or less degree a series of mutm}ng‘
themszl? the proceedings, which have been compiled contemporaneously with t]_lc procee m?;‘

or ad "e§’. anq these indices though often defective are utilized for tracing dch)mell‘a
an wmll_llstratwe pPurposes, Ifa moderate degree of attention is devoted to the nlaxnttllsljlu:

as asm,e lecessary to the completion of these indices, it is believed that when. a hs,l-l.b-l

He:;l'ch cﬁ‘tdl]‘ed the existence in the office of any class of documents of which tuﬁs 3:
Possessi ¢ will be able with the help of these indices to be placed by the records 241[ ]lia

ope tbolm; of such documents as he may desire. By these means the Government ol Int 3

1e 1o ¢ tam.t & object for which press lists have hitherto boen com piled without .'“Qm':)ll;‘la
entuil.ss of time ang money which the continued proparstion of such press lists w

5 For the benefit, of the general public and of students who are unable to visit the

i : ts in

: Records offices or to read the documen
desira),le B endars, vernacular, the preparation of calendars mlay lflg
enahle t}{ecalggd:ge matter to be dealt with in these calendars would be so limited as ¢

g to be completed within a reasonable limit of yecars zmd' n:ogld bf’
egnedrel}."de" 3 pre-arranged syI.:tem s‘on m; not to be subject to alteration by mdxvul\(llu_lh-
I istogiocllsf{ fields to be sclected for this purpose would be detefmined by the.‘(lell al“
‘0\'em£ eeords Commission, described in paragraph 8 below ; but as at present advis > ‘f
between, tei,ntIof India woulg confine the preparation of calendars to the despatches PaSSIllla
ew se] ¢ ‘ndian and the Home Government, certain series of vernacular records and a

ected serjes of English records
6. The G )

I .
overnment of Indja i ird place hope that the reprinting in full of certain
Reprint ndia in the thll;iclz)rds or g)elecbions of records will be undertaken
Bocietie . prie (z) by the Government itself, () by pnvat}ela
societ; > 20 individuals with financial assistance from Government, and (c) by suc
&8 or individyalg without such help.

(@) As Tegards work to be done by Government it is worth mentioni.ng that a

certain amount has already been accomplished, though on no uniform plan.

N Bombay, Madras and the Central Provinces, for instance, & large

Dumber of “fasciculi have been issued containing interesting reprints of

ndividual reports or special series of correspondence and a valuable collection

O Dpapers has been reprinted by the Punjab Government in ten volumes.

0y series at present under reprint might suitably be conc}uded, but for

e future the Government of India desire that excepf.; in the case of

records showing signs of decay or likely to perish, such reprinting should be
confined to recordg of a date previous to 1702.

(6) The Government of India are of opinion that an arrangem_ent un'der_ ‘_vhich
Jovernment should subsidize reprinting by priva.te societies or individuals
may suitably be introduced to meet the case of special classes of records, the
etermination of the records to be so treated resting with the. Goyemment
or with the Commission proposed in paragraph 8 below. The pu_bhca.tlons thus
subsidized should, however, be confined to copies of unedited records or
translations of vernacular records which have not before been published Jn
“nglish.

(¢) The Government of India consider that publication of reprints’ without
financial help from Government, if carried out by competent persons, should
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be encouraged in every possible way, and all necessary fasilities should be
given by G?)vernment officers to the students who undertake it.

iti ens explained above, which the Government of India think can
7. In addition to the steps exp be taken to bring the contents of the records to
Accessibility of records to students. the notice of those who wish to wuse them for
research, arrangements may suitably be made by the various Records o{.ﬁces to grant proper
facilities to thse who desire personally to consult the documents. For this purpose a series of
rules is desirable for each Rec?rds office, to govern the use of records b_y §tudents. Such rules
have already been introduced in the Beng_al Record Room and where sumlz.u' rules are framed
for other Records offices efforts are required to L_:eep thc_:m before the public w_rhom. ﬁhey affect
by communicating them to the Professors of History in Colleges and Universities and in
other ways. The Government of I_ndla. recognise thz.xt considerable ] advantage would
attend the grant of free access, with §u1table precautions, to the earlier records and they
would be prepared to have the matter considered under the advice of the Indian Historical
Records Commission. ’I_‘he Government of India would at the same time like arrangements
to be madefora fuller interchange than at present of the publications of the various Records
offices and a more extensive sale of these to the publie. .
) 8, The Government of Tndin feel that. in these 11\It!rliviﬂllﬂ they should have at their
L . disposal a permanont body of expert advisers
Tudiun Historicul Records Commlulou: those opiniclnl would ca.rr))r' weighI:, with tlie
Records officers and the public. With such a body at hand for advice, they are convinced
that the methods adopted would meet the real wants of genuinc historical students. They
have accordingly dezided to constitute an “ Indian Historical Records Commission *’ consisting
of :(—
) Thel)seqaeta.{y to the Government of India, Department of Education, er-officio
resident.

@) The Keeper of the Records of the Government of India, ez-officio Secretary.
(3) The Curator, Madras Record Office, ex-gfficio member.

(4) The Keeper of Records, Bengal, ez-officio member.

(5) Professor Jadunath Sarkar, M.A., member.

(6) . The Ven’ble Archdeacon W. K. Firminger, M.A., B.D., B.Litt., member.
(7) Professor L. I". Rushbrook Williams, M.A., member.

(8) Mr B. K. Thakore, B.A., member,

The ez-officio members will bs permanent, but the rest of the members will hold office
for a period of three or five years. The headquarters of the Commission will be at Delhi
and it would ordinarily meet twice a year—the routine work between meetings being carried
on by the Keeper of t_he. Records of the Government of India, Calcutta, as permanent
Secretary tothe Commission. The duties of the Commission would be of a purely consultative
oharacter ; it would make enquiries and recommendations regarding (¢) the treatment of
orehives for the purposes of historical study in all provinces of India and in such Indian
States as might seek their advice; (i¢) the scale and plan on which the cataloguing
calendaring and reprinting of each class of. documents should be undertaken ; (:i2) the sums
required for encouraging research and publication in respect of unpublished documents ; (¢v)
the extent to which and the manner in which documents should be open to inspection by
the public ; and (v) the training of .Indla‘n students from the Universities in methods of
historical research and the selection of competent editors and assistants for the
publication of documents. The Government of India have also arranged to place at the
disposal of their -Dep.artment of .Edueatlon, when the financial conditions improve, a grant of
. money, the distribution of which would be effected annually after consultation with the
Coinmission.

9, In order to enable the Commission to follow the progress of the work in the

Annual reports of record offces. various Records offices, the Government of India
desire that each officer in charge of a Records
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office containing archives of historical interest should

concerned a very brief report containing informa
cutaloguing

submit annually to the local Government

tion as to the work done in respect of
calendaring, reprinting, indexing and weeding of all the older records and the

1 iliti ds offices.. If the officer in charge
e made ublic of the facilities afforded by the. Records, ‘ har
z)scercises sgpgrvision over district records also, a brief note on the results of that superv 1§1011
may be added to his report.

10. Among the difficulties attendant on historical research in India, the most prominent
Concentration of older records,

is the fact that documents are scattered, with the

result that the student even of a single subject mgy
have to prosecute his investigations at widely distant places, In Madras steps have already

been taken to remedy this defect; district records previous to 1820 and, itis understood,
certain other documents have been concentrated in the provincial Rec.ord Roo_m. I§ 18
possible that other local Governments will follow their lead. The cataloguing and mspectxoln
of district records is in any case desirable. The larger question of removing the older records
to a central office for all India has been considered from time to time, but has not,'
unnaturally encountered opposition. The Government of India accordingly make no further
sug

gestion on this subject at present, though the matter is one which the Indian Historical
Records Commission will doubtless consider.

Madras, Bombay, Bengnl, Unitod

Provinces, Bihar Order.—Ordored that a copy of this Resolution
nnd Orisss, Punjab, Burma, Central Pro,vinces, be forwarded to the local Governments an
%s?}x:p, North-West Frontier' Provinee,

einy,

Coorg and  Administrations noted in the margin for informa-
tion and guidance.

pllblgr({iICdkal% that 4 copy be forwarded to the Ilome Department, Finance Depm-bmcnt,

Poreie .ords Department, Department, of Revenue and Agriculture, Legislative Department,

Foreign  an lo}xtlcal Department, Depa:tment of Commerce and Industry, lew:}y
dviser ﬂ?lit;?m};‘\yay Board), Army Department, Indian Munitions Board, 1“inqncm.

informa’tion ang gtﬁgg:ﬁe ami1 thlf Keeper of thP: Records of the .Governmentl; of Iudtm fl(;le

Gazette of Indiq. ¢¢ and that the Resolution be published in the supplement to

Depurtm
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Memorandum for the Indian Records Commission by the Ven’ble
Archdeacon W. K. Firminger, dated 3rd June 1919.

In regard to the assistanee which it may perhaps be in my powerto offer the Records
Commission, I have to C(_)nfess that my experience has been confined to records belonging
t Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam. I have bad little or no knowledge of the records ocf
Maurss and Bombay, or of the work done by the Records officers of these provinces. 1 have
worked in my leisure time for many years past at the Imperial Record Department, and have
‘enjoyed the friendship and advice of the late D'r C.R. Wilsonand Mr S. C. Hill. I have
also worked ab the Record Room of the India Office. For the last few years, however, my
work has chiefly heen spent on the Revenue records [)rusurvm] either at the Beneal S'cc';'ctu-
sinb or at such stations as Chittagong, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Sylhet. I have been very litile
concerned with records of a military interest or of. a political nature. The materials with
which I have been cor.lcerne.d would serve for a history of the extension of English Govern-
ment through the various districts of the Bengal Presidency (as it existed in the bime of Lord
Cornwallis).

In Caleutta the records for the period indicated are to be found partly at th )

Record Department and partly at the Bengal Secretariat Record Room ia di‘);g:?bfllifo}lm‘l‘)’i",“}l}
might seem to suggest  that the records have been divided into (1) those which o

« Jmperial ” as relating to the Governor-General and Council and {2) those which re
« Bengal ”’ as relating to internal provincial administration. That this is not altogether :l:e
ense may be proved by the fact that there are records of the Select Committee—preserved £
the Bengal Secretariab (formerly at the Board of Revenue Office), and this Committee Ya
even more imperial than was the Council itself. Morcover the immaterial controversy bet was
Hastings and the majority overflowed into the Revenue Department, and thig is Weﬁﬂ
Sir G. Forrest’s volume of Selections from what are now “ Imperial ”’ records is defective why

When starting work at the Record Room of the India Office, in 19 ;

the Bengal records had never been properly classified. The hi’story ofltlﬁelv‘ﬁfiiivfée‘ivfa‘??t
ment Departments could not h‘ave been known, and perhaps was not available, when ;hl-
catalogues were prepared.'_ Mr Foster has,.I believe, set all to right. I mention’th.S e
will illustrate the great difficulty the Conn_msswu “’l".experience, until such time asl ztash it
before it 2 clear account of the mat.ermls on which it has to work. This diffc 1tl Jas
understood, 18 t0 be met by the prcparation of either handbooks similar to the Madrg yl.1 it (;S
book (which I bave not seen) or Mr 8. C. ILill's detailed catalogue of the Orme  collection.
The question how long 1t would take to p_roduce catalogues of the kind would depend c 1&?.
cadre of the officers employe(} at the different Records Offices. 1 believe Mr If)l o onb 12
rcpresents at least f9ur years’ steady _work on well-preserved papers, and if GOVeS oot
cocure for each presidency a scholar gifted with Mr Hill’s knowledge, experien rnmend
onthusiasm, the situation would indeed be hopeful. My own feeling is that taij;]o- ; :e, an
the class of worker, the llmltz}txon§ of proof-readers, etc., in India it)wouldbh I;’O. view
economical in the long ruo to print ¢n extenso, than to make use of a.bbreviate(i3 n rlnore
which invariably fnvolve 2 multiplication of printed proofs and an expenditure of th mflti 10(.1»5
time which, if that person be paid for his work, would be a serious loss. ¢ editor’s

- In regﬂl'd to work actgually in hand, I \\:ould return to plead that the seati ;

extenso of the consnlta.tm‘ns of. thei Murshidabad Controlling Council of Revgggllcsiigﬁﬁl l?e&
continued, A volume of Supervisors’ Correspondence, and a volume of Consultations are on
the cve of publication, and a sccond volume of Consultations is in print. I Lelieve that these
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: talogues of the remaining
ill be most helpful to those who have to prepare the catalog 1
Eﬂ:&?fs‘:; they will illuls)trate the origins of the several jurisdictions, and reveal the extent
and the importance of the several zemindaiies.

I had to commence the preparation of this memorandum before recciving a fogy Oi 222
resolution of Government dealing with the purpose and scope of the Com‘m'lssllo‘ s-howi;iv
that in the matter of reprints, Government desires * that except in the caitlz Offlebg;i: reviou:
signs of decay or likely to perish, reprinting should be confined to records of :11: ofprecords
to 1702.” This date, save for the exception stated, would exclude the reprinting
belonging to Bengal.

As to récords showing signs of decay, I may say that the Mx(_lqapore D_lstru,t le;f:gl;:
when sent to me for examination in 1906, or 1907 were in so bad a condx_tlon, that it YSV«'IS Zcof o
possible to open the bundle .without large pieces of the sheets pulling away ) Zixne oldest
early Chittagong papers were in deplorable condition. These, of course, are i
Bengal District Records, those for Burdwan at that early period lmym.g dxsnppea'le ' of the
difficult to see how either the Provincial Government or the Commission cpuld know o 61'13
condition of ancient district records, unless either an officer be sent on specm,l dut},’\f ° kep P
or the ancient records be brought to the Secretariat Record Room. The Hon’ble Mr A. 1.
Muddiman’s Report of 1904 is full of valuable information in this respect.

There are a number of historical records which should not be lost sight of, e.g.,

1. The records of the Mayor’s Court and of the Supreme Court in its earliest years.

2. The Records of the Commissioners of Police in connection with the Improvement of
Calcutta.

3. The Register of Deeds, Calcutta. : .

4. The Note Books of Mr Justice Hyde, in the Bar Library (the most important
volume almost ruined by indiscreet, * restorations ).

. The Note Books of Sir R. Chambers, C. J., Judges’ Library.

- The leases and deeds of Government Buildings at the office of the Solicitor to tfhe
Government of India, These require urgent attention, and should be sent for
Tepair to the Bengal Secretariat Record Room.

7. The Register of St, John’s Church and early vestry Records.

I would suggest also that the Co
Provineial Tists of all E

and X VIIIth centuries

L. eparation of
mmission do recommend to Government the prepara
uropean burial grounds with all inscriptions on tombs of the XYHLh
. Dr Wilson’s book is a museum of errors.

Memorandum of points by the Keeper of Records, Bengal.

M Printing of records go £ k heing done in the Bengal
Secretariat Record Room, #; (@) Disprg g late to the wor )

istri he Con-
: . 2. (a) District ds of ur and {¢) records of t
trolling Council of Revenue at )}ursﬁiﬁbj T&; tshg Rliiﬁlgégt at the Darbar, 1769-74.

(2) The form of catalogues of records preserved in the Bengal Sccretariat Record

Room with special reference to the point of exchange of copies of records between the Goveru-
ment of Bengal and the India Office,

Letter from Professor B. K. Thakore ‘to Mr K. S. Dixit, dated the 7th
June 1919. )

In reply to your Memorandum No 3040, dated the 5th June 1919, if I am al;?v;ad lcb,;}i
the Principal, Deccan College, to go to attend this first meeting of the .Iﬁdla'nb 1sl§>rone
Records Commission, to take place at Simla on the 19th instant, I wish to broac
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matter there immediately. But this-would rather be in the nature of a preliminary query,
whether a body like the Commission would take up a matter of that character for active
encouragement and support, or whether the Commission would have to leave it as outside its
province. A Source-book on Maratha History, in several volumes, is one of the most pressing
needs to-day for students of Indian History. And for the students whe do not know
Marathi, .., for the great majority, the material presented in the volumes, should also be
rendered into English, the most important portions of it in literal translations, and the rest
in full summaries. Such a book will, as already said, have to be in several volumes. Nor
will it-have a large sale. Now public bodies like the Bkarata Itikas Samshodhaka Mandala,
Poona, and the University of Bombay, might be induced to allot some funds towards its
publication. But their resources are very limited and they have to decide between many
competing claims. If a body like the Government of [ndia Historical Commission could take
it up, on the ground that it was really a matter of all-Indin concern, and allot some funds for
it, the undertaking weuld at once be placed on a hopeful footing. The example of the
Commission might be followed by the University of Bombay and other public bodies in the
Presidency and in the Deccan, and if it was found necessary and also thought otherwise
unobjectionable, Chiefs and Sardars of the Deccan and other public-spirited gentlemen
interested in such matters, might also be approached with every hope of obtaining adequate
assistance from them, so as to bring out the volumes within a reasonable period of time.

Personally I should consider it a worthy opportunity to serve fellow-students of Indian
History, if entrusted with the planning and publication of the work as its general editor.

The size of the undertaking would be to a great extent determined by the amount of
support that could be anticipated for it. A book .smaller than two volumes or 700 (seven
hundred) pages in all would not be much use. ~This is the minimum. On the other hand ang
speaking very roughly, even six volumes, or thrice the minimum size, would not include all
that is at present available of first-rate importance.

A detailed memorandum would be more or less of the nature of a Table of Contents of
the volumes. The proper time to prepare it would therefore be after the Commission approve
of the matter as one falling within their province and are able to recommend it to Government
as one deserving of pecuniary support.

I am posting to-day a copy of this letter to Rai J. M. Mitra Bahadur, M
Secretary to the Government of India, as although you will doubtless forward
you can only do so through the proper channels, and in that way it might not reach him i
time for the meeting of the Commission on the 19th instant. ¥n fact, I am not a littln
surprised that Rai Bahadur Mitra’s letter No 409 of the 9th May, should have reached me_
on the 29th day. I know of the case of a poor schoolmaster in a Native State who asked foe
o few.days’ leave of absence for his own marriage. He had sense enough to go away for
bis marriage in anticipation of sanction. For this sanction reached him twenty-six or twent i
seven months later, when his first child was just learning to toddle about, h

; .

:A., Assistang
it on to him,
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Appendix C.

/s

A Note on Handbooks to Government Records offices by Messrs
A. F. Scholfield and H. Doduwell.

/

me from some
It will be found that all the records in a Government Records offjce co
department of Governme

artment or oflice
o s e, e rnle from el tprinont o i
should be arranged chronologically and catalogued separately in tha

imi sificati It will probably
of records according to source will furnish a preliminary classification.
also be found that the reco

. thi furnish a
rds consist of (a) proceedings, (4) other papers; this may
further sub-division,

. series
. -division when a
The next process is to prepare a description of each series (or sub-d
is sub-divided). In the

. i the
e o Drocesings of a depuutment thia should nclnde (o) the
period embraced by the series, (5) the origin of the d?Pa"t’EenZs;l%erc of volumes, bundles,
subsequent developmen’t, (d) the quantity of records (s.c., the
ete.)

. : ‘ther trcatmgnt
In the case of other papers which do not form a series o;f] Pll;‘i’ceei%‘:gsotf uc:nly the period
I8 necesgary, ©9-> the description of a collection of letters shou g
covered but algg 4 list

. In general
of the writers and some indication of the subjects.. Ing )
a brief Summary shoylq

i ers.
¢ given of each volume or bundle of non-proceedings paper
The handbgo) should contain g full and eareful index. . A1-Bird—Guide fo the
Guidance anq examples may be found in the following. Scarg
_Public _Re(_-

dras Records. (It
Ve e (st edition) ; H. Dodwell—Repors on the Madras oo
1S understogq that handbooks to the’ India Office records an b imitation) of deseription
Short'ly be available,) good example (though too full for exac
aPPhculble to DON-proceedip o

ill be found in S. C. Hill’s Cutalogue of the Orme
IS papers wi o
8. in the India Office. 5 ep



Appendix D.

:  Rules affecting private access to the records of the Government
of India.

I

Note.—These rules are applicable only to cases where documents are required for bond' fide histori
research. istorical
(1) The Record Officeis open daily (excepting Sundays, the Christm ;
holidays, the October Pujahs and certain other festivals and holidalys) a'ih: ngog;: Ste;
admission being 10-30 a.y.—4-30 p.>1., on Saturdays 10-30 a.n.—2 o, ’ o

(2) Persons wishing to examine the records of the Government of India sh
in writing to the Keeper of the Records (3, Government Place West, Calcut;z) ,ss:ailiiaat%}:}-y
office, profession, titles or other qualifications and the object with which they wish tlg
examine them.

(3) Government reserves to jtself the right to refuse or to modify any application.

(4) Inspection is allowed only in the Record Office itself.

3) Permission must be obtained to take copies and extracts and to make use of
information gained from the records. (Typed copies can be supplied by the Record depart
ment at the rate of 1 anna for 50 words.) 4 cpart-

(6) Any person who uses the reco_rds for purposes of historiqal research and bli
works based on those records, is requlred to deposit one copy of his work as soon as II))llllbllils,S}?:s
in the Record department.

I1

(7) Persons not wishing or being qnal’)le' th_Gmselves to examine the records s .
apply fo the Keeper of the Records who will, if possible, arrange for the search to be unsdei:l:ﬁl;i

at the cost of the applicant either by the Assistants of the Imperial Record Department or 1
some other reliable person. y

III

- written and signed by every person for each paper o

(8) A separate slip shall be clearly evd
volume he requires before any record can be produced. The slip is returned to him when he
v

again hands over the record.

(9) No person may have more
a time.

(10) Big folio' volumes are
. A No person may lean on 1
¥pon them the paper on which he is writing-

(12) No sort of mark, pen, pencil or otherwise, may be made on any record. Tracing

is not permitted.

than five ¢ original consultations’ or two volumes out gt

to be placed on bookrests and handled as little as possible
any of the documents, or put one on top of another or place
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