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PREFACE.

It is nccessary to say a few words in presenting to the public an
cdition of Pandit Gobindananda's ¢ Barsa Krya Kaumudi,” which
treats of the religious ceremonies and sacrifices, which a2 Hindu
is required to perform during the course of the year. His other
works of thesame series are “ Krya Kaumudi,” ¢ Dana Kaumudi,”
“ Sraddha Kaumudi” and “Suddhi Kaumudi;” all these excepting
“ Krya Kavmudi” of which there is only one incompleto copy
available in the library of the Asiatic Socicty of Bengal, are now
being collected and cdited by me under the patronage of the
aforesaid Socicty.

Threo manuscripts of tho ‘ Barsa Krya Kaumudi” indicated
in the foot notes as “&,” “@” and “a " have been collated for
the present publication.

The first belongs to the library of the Sanskrit College, Cal-
cutta, and tho other two, to that of tho Asiatic Society of
Bengal. T have principally adopted tho reading of the first as
it appears to have been very carcfully copied and there are few
“ clerical errors ” in it. But in some places the reading of this
manuscript seemed obscure and in theso cases, the other two bad
to be used.

The prosent work falls under tho category of Smriti (ordi-
Nances), and embraces within the compass of a single volume all
the rcligious sacrifices and rites prescribed in the Castras for a
house-holder during tho course of the 12 months of tho year.

The cxact date on which tho book was composed cannot be
ascertaincd with accuracy. The author dres not specify it any-
where in the book ; but thero are internal evidences to show that
1t was COmPOSC_d after the first quarter of the 1Gth Century.
Ho speaks of his father Ganapati Bbatta* and describes him as'a
great scholar, learned in all the Castras, a great astronomer, and
an orthodox Vaishnava.

Ganapati Bhatta was a famous astronomer of the age and is
the author of a treatise on astronomy called * Yotismat.” It

* 3q apfavugRy faa<t armefmaifas
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was finished in the 4,613th year of the “ Kaliynga ™ as appcars
from the following sloka which concludes the work :—

fragstaatag 8 ¢ @ 3 afAanae sfagrea
wg: WiEgamay rautasattafagmaat: |

s fRgT=UgsTR=E A=fia-

g amatafRuufaet stfagdianEag o

The sloka means that the celebrated astronomer Ganapati Bhatta
who is reputed for his learning, compiled “ Yotismati ” in the
4,(513“14’031‘ of tho Kaliyuga, i.c., 390 years ago.

Both the adjectives QTATT and ¥ show clearly that the

author must bave attained & mature age before hoe finisheq tho
compilation. It may also be remarked that the title Wg in those
times used to be gcncmllj{ awardcd. to scholars reputed fop the
profundity of their Jearning. Making an allowance of 25 yoq .o
between the age of the father and the son, we may arrive at the con.
clusion that Gobindananda wrote his works nearly 360 years 4

go

t about 1540 A.D. ’

or aBarsa Kritya has becn quot(id. by Raghunandana Bhatt;
charjya in his “ Malamasa Tatwa” in the Chaturmagya Brui‘;;

Prakarana (Srgatgasac®) and Krya Kanmudi in thoe Ay,
Tatwa” Snana Prakarand (wifEawas QravEsTa).

shunandana Bhattacharyya’s works hag
The a‘(tfisfbfg}'i; 1560 A.D. Though the two Savants \bv(::
At o gcholars, the fact of one quoting the other cleqy)
contempt({l’&tl’%bere was o difference of 20 or 25 years between £l y
Rroveﬂf ﬁ;eil‘ works; this also goes to cstablish the dagg (')(E
gme. Ql s works at about 154.0'A.D. o )
obindana d iu the village of Bagri in the District of Midng,
Ho five ;rthodox Vaishnava as appears from invocationg ;.-
He was an of his book. Some of the Pashchatya Vaidikeg
several places assert themselves to bo descended of

il frr
gnc %ﬁfﬂlﬁlﬁag&ml )f) andit Haran Chandra Tarkabagis of B;Cg:_li
Lranapa ’
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who supplied me with the date of “ Yotisma#i™ traces his descent
from Ganapati Bhatta as follows :—

1. Ganapati Bhatta. 7. Chiranjeeba.

2. Gobindananda. S. Prana Ballava.

3. Basudeva. 9. Basudeva.

4. XKabi Karpapura. 10. Ramahari.

5. Daibakinandana. 11. Rama Tanu.

6. Mahadeva. 12, Harana Chandra.

He also gives the name of Alldla as the uncle of Gobindananada,
while others say that the former was his brother. The well-known
Pandit Panchanana Tarkaratna of Bhatpara, is eleventh in descent
from Allala. I may also add that my father Pandit Nandalal
Nyayaratna is descended on his mother’s side from Allala.

So far about his date and genealogy ; now I shall try to give a
brief survey of his work. The present work begins with the month
of Baisakha, and goes on with the other months in order, giving @
detailed description of the rites and sacrifices enjoined on the four
castes for the propitiation of the gods and the l'n.fmos, and also @
detailed account of the various forms of vows (ga) all the year
round. It gives rules for the observance of those rites and deter-
mines the particular dates and times assigned for the same. .

The different opinions on those subjects, and the authoritative
texts bearing upon cach of them have been thoroughly dis-
cussed, and sound and reasonable conclusions arrived at. Thf?
divine services in connection with the worship of Basudeva, K“!"
Durga, and other gods and godesses have been given there 1o
detail.

The new mothod (¥€W) of determining the lunar month
(gr=%w19) is perfect, and shows rare intelligence and insight on tho
part of the author.

All kinds of =19 have been dealt with elaboratcly, while
texts from Tantras (=) to which they rcfer have been freely

quoted. The author is a mastor of his subject, treats it succinctlys
and arrives at sound conclasions.

Now that the peculiarities which characterise the work have
been placed before the reader, I shall turn to one of the important
points of my task and try to show the salient points of difference
between Gobindananda and his contemporary Raghunandana,
who is looked upon at the present time as the sole authority 1%
matters appertaining to the religious and social duties of every
householder in Bengal.

I append a table below showing the instances in which the
two savants differ :—

Raghunandana says: Gobindananda says:
(1) On the Dasahara (TW=) (1) On the Dasahara day



Raghunandana says :
day, bathing is efficacious in the
Ganges only.

(2) The sayana (sleep) of
Sree Hari (Fefwg«q) may be
ohserved under certain circam-
stances in any of the five Tithis
beginning with Sukla Ekadasi
(TWEW ) in the month of
Asharha,

(3) If the auspicious time for
performing the fuQtaat Figw 7«
occurs on two days, it should
ot be celebrated on the day in
which T&Za occurs.

(4) Kaliyupga began with the
full moon (t‘r,\ﬁﬁm) in the month
of Chandra magha (91 wrH).

(5) It is inauspicious to look
at the moon on chaturthi (IgYt)

in Saura Bhadra (§1GW%) even
if she rises in Tritya, (Eﬁﬂl)-

(6) Religious injunctions as
well as prohibitions on account
of ganfe Sankranti should be
strictly observed only during
the auspicious moments due to
the same.

(7) Rambha Tritya (Twmaater)
is the only one of the Tritya

Brathas which may be observed
in the day conjoined with the
Diwitya tithi, when the auspi-
cious time for performing the
same falls on two days.
(8) Even if the Jayanti Joga*
(srg=Atan) does not occur in the

Gobindananda says :

bathing is efficacious in any
stream whatever.
(2) The sayana (sleep of Sreco

Hari should not be observed in
any other Tithi except Sukla
Dwadas (FIZW) in tho month
of Asharha.

(3) In such a case the g«

should be celebrated on tho day
in which (w&/wt) occurs,

(4) Kaliyuga began with ¢},
new moon (YWREYI) of the
same month. .

(5) It is inauspicious to 1ol
at the moon on Chaturthi
or Panchami ( ) in( E?Ig
Bhadra (§wtz) only whon
she riscs in Chaturthi Sgef,

(6)  Religious injunctioy,
should be observed during th]:
auspicious moments only, but
prohibitions apply to the wholg
of that day (S¥T3).

(7) Aukshoya Tritya (qrerey
&t ) is the only ono of the
Tritya Brathas which can g
so performed.

(8) In such a caso the divine
services arve to be performed jin

(SrR1EAY) Janmasthami night, the Asthami tithi (W@ fafy)

the divine services in conn
with the birth of Sree Krishna

* When the asterigm of Rohini is vi
of the dark fortnight of Sravana,

ection morning.

gible in the midnight of the (Weﬁ)



Raghunandann says :

should be performed in the
midnight.

(9) Thereis fagwfafy (com-
pulsory injunctions, the non-

fulfilment of which is sinful) in
the breaking of the fast on

account of STRITERY.

10) One suffering from de-
filement (VYY) should only
bathe in  tho river during the
period of an cclipse.

(11) A man incurs sin if he
ohserves fast on account of way-
zut Ekadasi when it is preceded
by Zw@} Dasamion the very day.

(12) Onc should take his vows
(a%=q) for the due performance
of u religious rite always on the
morning of the previous day.

(13) All the four castes havo
a right to perform ths Bhisma

Tarpana (WHAGQ).

(14) BathingonceintheMaghi
Saptami ( ®TETEFARY ) morning
would serve for both the Magha
Snana (®MEXT™ ) and Maghi

Saptami Snana (HT?N‘SN?W)

The table speaks for itself.

Gobindananda says :

(9) There is no fagw fafy but
qf@@T in tho breaking of the
fast. (Tn this case the nonfulfil-
ment of the injunctions is not
sinful, but its violation is pro-
hibited.)

(10) During the period of
cclipses, even if one is suffering
from defilement §xg he should
bathe in the river, make gifts,
and perform the sacrificial rites
to the manes.

(11) In some cascs one may

observe the fast on account of
Tz Ekadasi on such a day.

(12) Taking vows (8%®) to
observe a fast on account of the
&g Ekadasi should be per-

formed on the previous even-
ing.

b(13) “ Sudras " have no right
to the same.

(14) Tho two bathing cere-

monies are to be performed
separately.

One cannot however help ob-

gerving the great intellizence displayed by these expositors in

arriving at conclusions of their o
authoritative texts. As to the s

wn from similar and various

oundness of the conclusions we

must leave them to experienced authorities to judge.
Govindananda’s commentaries on srafgufada (Prayaschittwa
Bibeka) and SITAEITE (Jatﬁkarnava) are first rate works.
It will not perhaps be out of place here to enquire why
a religious teacher with so much to recommend him, did not
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command greater popularity either in his own time or after his
death.  The eauseis not however very far to seck.  Raghunandang
established himself in Nadia which at that pm'iml' was justly
looked upon as the centre of light and learning, and  he himsel

belonged to the most influential sections of Brahming in Bengal
and s such had a much larger following than Govindananda
could possibly have, who lived in an obscure village and l)ulongcd
to a comparatively less influential seetion.

Govindananda has in nearly all places mentioned the sources
from which he drew the texts bearing upon his subject, but in
some instances, he does not refer to them by name, hut is simply
gatisficd with snch expressions as @ some sy ” or ¢ others Ry
Gobindananda himself was perhaps not surc of their authorship,
but simply qu()tcd them from memory, or perhaps they were too
well known at the time. However, after carcful study and much
labour, I have cuceeeded in finding out the sources of some, and

they are noticed below.

&y gET—UUL | peafiaR FAfE@ETT AENAERIGIEE
gfﬂ?f I

e ggT—¢ | U¥
zfad |

2 oy T, | ATTIARE Sfafzmaa RERIGIGATIRT-
gatAag e Zad |

Q00 EFT—R | ATATHLT &

guad gfud |
397 BT | FATRRITIRLD Fufgfzada fgad

AaguaE Zad |
gg© TEI—IR UFI gnftgrmaﬁu?r = g TATTEAr FATACER

qefsmmagaae gad |

In editing this hook I have mnot only uscd f:hp thy]('!o
manuscripts mentioned above but havo consulted authorities 11 \t,(i,
Hemadri, Madhabacharyya, Sulapani, Madanapala, Bachaspa
Misra, Raghunandana, Rayamulkuta, Kamalakara Bhatta, d“::'-
authoritative works like, Agastha Sanghita, Tantrasara, Saradd 1

laka, Kramadipika.
In the index, an
the gencral rules and laws have

afqai® W g TAAT  WERIGAEd

fafrfa—aEa qrEHa-

alphabetical Jist of the Slokas relating t0

been added-s .oty of Bengal for
. ( . g ety O ‘
In conclusion, I must thank the Asgiatic S0CI y this v:{iuﬂb e

- miggi . or editing
the kind permission accorded to me for editing e
work. lam specially grateful to Mahamahopadhoya Haraprast
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Castri M.A., Principal Sanskrit College, Calcutta, who encouraged

me throughout, and without whose kind advice and help, I could
never have brought out this work.

KAMALA KRISHNA SMRITI BHUSHANA.

BiATPARA ;
The 20tk September 1902,
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