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Preface

This book is unique, unique in the sense that the main
focus of this book is on disintegration, cold war, ethnic
conflict, terrorism and conflict around the world. The author
has no geographical boundary for his study of the subject,
instead he has chosen the whole world as his canvas. Right
from Kashmir, Northeast India, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka,
Korea, Germany, Yugoslavia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, West Asia
to the disintegration of USSR, he studies all in brief, crisp
and thought-provoking chapters.

The author in his assessment of reasons for the disintegration
of USSR is right when he holds the view that the economic
stagnation as the main reason for the downfall of USSR. But one
lineshould have been added that the mad arms race, and the race
for the parity in fields like space, science, technology, and other
fields with USA led the eventual disintegration of USSR. While
USA has the enough surplus to invest dollars in these fields, the
Soviet economy was unable to pull the heavy load.

It is author’s firm belief that the roots of terrorism lie in
economic neglect by the ruling authority of a certain section of its
population. This is not always true, the Afghan crisis,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the crisis in West Asia refute this
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theory, they have some ideological factors or reasons other than
economic ones for the mess they are living in their national lives.
The author expresses his view that terrorism in Kashmir is
due to the economic negligence of central government of its
population. One would like to put a question: Does Kashmir
qualify itself for heavy oindustrial development? Native
entrepreneurship is absent. Then who will invest money in
Kashmir, Indian industrialists or MNCs? The law of land is that
noone excepta Kashmiri canbuy orsell land. Evenif the problem
of terrorism is subsided, the heavy industrial development of
E(asl.umr 1s impossible. For Kashmir only small scale industries,
norticulture, tourism, cottage industries, and handicrafts are the
available options for economic development.
The economic disparity is an all India pehnomenon. The
;t:tes like UP, Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and
: ]as'd‘anl'-\ave'becor.nea huge consumer market for the products
gnaoxgpan;? like Hindustan Lever, Colgate Palmolive, Proctor
o ai;; %h Brooke Bfond, Tata Tea and a score of other
toa IE)alt Lot te €conomic development of these states has come
Shall w? economic reforms have helped only a few states.
Pradesh Oﬁ:swalt for rise of terrorism in UP, Bihar, Madhya
throughlthe . a, West Bengal, and Rajasthan too, by going
Kashrmir is s tric of economic negligence? The subtle fact is that
ina and Py, et;;lncally. and geopolitically important for India,
from Kashrmir e Neither side can afford to keep its hands off
religious sece.ssien?nsmm Kashmir is not an internal, ethnic, or
Pakistan, Be it KomSt problem. It is a ‘Big Game’ played by
trained, funded aShCIlmr or Northeast, the insurgents are paid,
Terrorism is 5 v:;‘ armed by the powers hostile to India.
neighbour. apon in the hands of a nation against its
Ab .
Obsew:ggnzn;i‘eaxilor 1}?1 meticulous in presenting fchts, his
hope this book will be. . Wwhich make the book interesting. We
affairs, and the teq hneht the readers interested in international
whole ¢chers and students of political science as a
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Introduction

The journey of man from nomadism to the formation of
first State must have been long and arduous one. But once
the State was formed, the prime and sole purpose of whose
creation was to ensure collective and greater welfare of its
citizens, it put certain restrictions on its citizens and at the
same time, gave them certain privileges and rights. Not only
this, the people forming the State also imposed certain
restrictions on the State and granted it certain powers to
perform the function of smooth and effective running of the
State and this mutual give and take has since then been the
declared and cherished aim of all states, democratic or
dictatorial.

As the time passed, this bunch of restrictions, powers,
duties and rights assumed the shape of a Constitution which
is a written document in most parts of the world. This was
the birth of a Constitutional state. Since then, the efforts
have been made not only to preserve it but also to make it
more powerful and accountable so that it delivers greater
good to the people constituting it.

Over a long period of journey, the State has travelled a
very interesting march from being run by the religious
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heads, constituional monarchs, dictators, autocrats and
finally it began to be governed by the elected representatives
of the people. This transition got halted over here making
it abundantly clear that a democratic state is best suited to
fulfil the aspirations of its people.

The dismantling of the Soviet Union has further made
this belief stronger. The totalitarian rot of decades had made
its edifice so weak that it fell like a pack of cards under its
own weight and mass. And now when the successful
completion of first ever democratic election process in
Russia, the largest segment of the Soviet Union, is complete,
it has been proved beyond all doubts that democracy is the
ultimate destiny of all the nations.

Though a new democratic state, the handling of the
secessionist revolt in Chechenya by Boris Yeltsin is a very
reassuring event in the sense that it has enhanced the faith
of world community in the democratic leadership of the
Russia. It is due to this hope and faith of Western world in
the ability of the Soviet republics that continuous Western
economic support to Russia and the other new Soviet
nationaliies which are formed as a result of the
fragmentation of the Soviet Union is continuing.

A comprehensive account of the plight of Korean
peninsula has also been discussed in this book to enliven
the negative role that cold war rivalry played in shaping
the destiny of the smaller nations till late 80s. Along with
Korea, a small account of the genocidal Pol Pot regime in
Cambodia and havoc that cold war rivalry created in
Afghanistan has also been discussed. The withdrawal of
power axis of cold war from both Cambodia and
Afghanistan subsequently led to a state of fierce and heart
shaking civil war in both these countries which has literally
put everything to a grinding halt in Cambodia and
Afghanistan. Irony of the fate is that Afghanistan and
Cambodia have almost been forgotten by the world
community and are left to their fate to live the morass of
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the cold war in their national lives. Thanks to Gorbacheov,
the era of cold war is over and world is thus saved from
witnessing many new Cambodias and Afghanistans.

The politics of division of nations shall remain an
inconclusive discussion if it fails to incorporate the events
leading to German division at the end of the World War II.
The feeling of racial superiority and ultra-nationalism of
German people espoused by Hitler's mindless zeal of ruling
the world led to the division of Germany at the very heart
of Europe. The killing of the Jews by Hitler to purge the
German society is one of the darkest deeds of our times.
The World War II left 40 million dead. The story of World
War II reminds us of the utter failure of reason over the act
~of savage hunger for power. A chronological understanding
of the World War Il and its consequences thus form the
very important aspect of discussion in this book. Ironically,
Italy which was the centre of European renaissance which
led to introduction of humanism in Europe, was represented
in World War Il by Mussolini who together with Hitler
symbolised the most brutal savagery in Europe.

But somehow Europe has learnt to come to terms with
itself. It is one of the most mysterious aspects of European
way of life. It has fought the most bitter wars. But at the
end of it all, the good sense prevails in Europe. Germany
was divided and so was it reunited. The old enemies in
Europe now have free borders. The end of the cold war
united entire Europe to the extent of nearly on the verge of
evolving a European confederation encompassing military
and economic fields with a common currency.

But elsewhere, to be precise, in south Asia, the scenario
is just in total contrast. It suffers from a syndrome of not
willing to solve the problems which stare it in the face. For
instance, even after division of India in 1947 which created
the new state of Pakistan, the collective wisdom didn’t dawn
at the people of the two countries. There is no platform on
the world fora where India and Pakistan don’t clash. Despite
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the fact that peoples of both our countries are living in the
midst of abject poverty, a mindless arms race is going on.
One tries to outdo the other. To be precise, both India and
Pakistan have become blatantly reactionary towards each
other. If India expels some of the diplomats of Pakistan’s
embassy in India, the same will be reciprocated by Pakistan’s
government and vice-versa.

Pakistan has made the things very hard for India. From
Punjab, it has now penetrated in Kashmir to spawn the cult
of terrorism. The success of a government in Pakistan
depends upon the fact that how much India bashing it has
undertaken on various international fora. It seems that
politics of reconciliation is non-existent in Indo-Pak relations.

The crux of this action and reaction in Indo-Pak
relationship seems to be the vengeance of 1971 which carved
out a baby state of Bangladesh on the eastern-territory of
Pakistan. Late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s retort, “The people of
Pakistan may eat grass to wage a hundred year Jehad against
the Indian state”, is an ample proof that vengeance exists
to the extent of madness. But the fact remains that creation
Of Bangladesh in East Pakistan is the direct result of
discrimination against the majority Bengalis by the
Successive governments of Pakistan which were highly tilted
to favour the Muslims of West Pakistan. A very clear cut
aﬂl";csi Objective case had been made out in this book to prove

Terrorism has become the way of life in the modern
world. But in the post World War era, the hot-bed of
:enoqsm has largely been confined to Asia. The nature of
eIToriSm in Asia js primarily the political one. In Palestine
and Kashmir it has religious contours as well but its prime
source and cause is political. It is only because the nature
of ter.ronsrn in Palestine was by and large political one that
negotiated peace, however fragile it may be, has dawned
upon West Asia. Same is true of Kashmir. It is fast attaining
normalcy. The democratic machinery has taken full round
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in Kashmir. First, with successful completion of
parliamentary elections in which voters’ turn-out was
around 70 per cent and in second round, Sheikh Abdullah’s
National Conference (NC) was voted back to power. With
an elected state government at helm, it may well be the
beginning of a new era in the strife torn state.

Mohajirs in Pakistan and LTTE in Sri Lanka are two
comparatively new entrants in the troubled south Asian
scenario. But the main problem in tackling the menace of
terrorism in Asia is that political leadership in Asia is weak
in its resolve to eradicate it due to various factors. While
discussing terrorism, due emphasis has been laid on these
factors in this book. Insurgency in north-east of India which
is direct result of the economic neglect of the region is also
given its due place in the book under the title “Dilemma of
the Indian State”. Right to self determination and abuse of
human rights which are both cause and effect of each other,
are very objectively discussed. The right to self
determination is primarily a consent given by the socialist
world and human rights is primarily a concern of the
Western democracies. Its selective use in specific cases both
by the socialist and Western countries has rendered these
concepts farcical.

A very honest attempt has been made in drawing
unbiased conclusion and depicting the events that led to the
division of nations and subsequent complexities in their
national lives. Special focus has been made on the role of
the United States in the post cold war era which made the
world unipolar with existence of only one super-power.

RAVI K. WADHAWAN



Terrorism: A Tool of Division
ot Liberation?

The word ‘terrorism’ has become one of the most
fascinated, talked about and even house-hold name in the
contemporary world. As a matter of fact, terrorism has
become a way of social and political expression of people’s
grievances. In West Asia—it is the way of life; in
Afghanistan—the filtrate of cold war, terrorism has become
both an obsession and profession and in rest of the world
also, it has been got identified with one or the other aspect
of life. The discussion on human rights also emanates from
the spate of terrorism unleashed by the state.

But one common trait of terrorism is that it strikes terror
wherever it exists. To an average man, terrorism implies
something bad. But despite the fact that this badness is
associated with it, it is essentially a product of greater
awareness, aspiration and a very sensitive state of idealism.
As a matter of fact, terrorism if it is not state sponsored, is
an effort towards democratisation of human aspirations. But
while this is said, it is certainly not intended to justify it or
instigate its followers to realise their ideals or ends through
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the means of terror practice. 1 am a firm believer in
Gandhian philpsophy of ends and means. A good end
achieved with the help of foul means is better not achieved.
But because of negative anathema attached to terrorism, very
few people know that 95 per cent of terrorism existing.
anywhere in the world is sporsored by the state and is
perpetrated on the innocent civilians.

For instance, Roman Catholics have been subjugated for
centuries by Protestants who enjoy direct material and moral
support from the successive rulers in Britain. Creation of
state of Israel in 1948 for homeless Jews and its subsequent
expansionist policies is a case of blatant injustice meted out
to Palestinians which transformed West Asia into a breeding
ground for mushrooming of terrorists. There is no denying
that the kind of torture that Jews were subjected to by Hitler
in his anti-Semitic purge finds no parallel in the history of
mankind but the right of existence of Israel does not mean
the extermination of Palestinian race. This chapter takes a
general view of contemporary terrorism in the world at
large. ]

European imperialism in almost all the Asian and
African countries was of course a savage act of blatant
transgression of national sovereignty of weaker nations. But
at the same time, it gave birth to the vibrant nationalism in
Asia and Africa. But the same high level of consciousness
which unified the people against the colonial misrule
degenerated during the post-colonial era when those who
were assigned the task of giving a just government to their
people started their own misrule and hence became the
neo-oppressors within their own national boundaries. Asia,
Africa and Latin America had the miisfortune of having tg
live with many such dictators, autocrats, religious
fundamentalists and military commanders. The net result of
these new changes has made these continents a troubled
land undergoing a complete metamorphosis bringing them



TERRORISM: A TOOL OF DIVISION OR LIBERATION? 9

in ul.)l)usitiun to their own rulers to realise their democratic
and economic well being.

But unlike other countries, one of the most enigmatic
phase of terrorism could be seen in West Asia. It can be
called enigmatic because terrorism in West Asia is essentially
an instrument of defence rather than offence. It had extreme
contours of nationalistic, political and religious jehad. After
having faced the worst form of terror perpetrated on them
by Nazis in which two million Jews perished, a feared
collective onslaught by the Arab World was no small
challenge to their existence. Thus, while even being on
offensive since 1948 against Arabs, the baby state of Israel
was essentially on defensive because Arabs did not recognise
the right of a Jewish state to exi§t, of course, with sole
exception of Egypt which entered into a peace treaty with
Israel under the Camp David Agreement for which it was
ostracised by the Arab world for a long time.

But Arabs were no rogues either. Yaseer Arafat, the
Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)
was popularly known to be a Chairman without a chair.
While Western world would brand him a terrorist, the world
at large would believe him to be a terrorist always being
terrorised by the Jews. Though a statesman to Palestinian
untl recently, he was without a state of his own_ This made
him one of the most unique statesmen in the world and
hence the darling of millions of people all around the world

In 1969, he became the leader of Fatah, a guerrilla group
fighting to remove Israelis from its occupied territory.
Idealistic fervour of both Israelis and Palestiniang coupled
with hard reprisal policy of Israel made entire West Asia a
breeding ground for terrorism. B.ut terrorism in West Asia
was essentially a patriotic terrorism imbibing the spirit of
mind boggling idealism. During its hey days,'more than 50
guerrilla groups existed in Palestine. While the gole aim of
all of them was to fight Israel, internecine war amongst them
was also a common trait. Since terrorism in Palestine
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emanated primarily from idealism and its cause was fully
justified, there was never a paucity of funds available to
propagate the Palestinian struggle against Israel. Entire Arab
world was funding Palestinian movement. This is one of the
reasons that terrorism in Palestine never slowed down.
. But thanks to the dawn of goodwill upon the
International community, a painstaking series of negotiations
and persuasive shuttle diplomacy at last led to the
fstabhshme.rlt of a peace treaty between Yaseer Arafat and
i:ti Y. Rabin. Although the post peace path in West Asia
Outsotacnaé(;wau-(' yet the Palestine accord is one of the most
assass’maﬁg victories of human society. Even after the
an extre on of Yitzhak Rabin and ascendance to power of
one ho rense t’}"\ghtlSt_, .Netanyahu, to the premiership of Israel,
lastingp o e P.Ohtlcs. of reconciliation will continue and a
attempé)bcer‘” ultimately dawn in the West Asia. But
in Palesﬁng is :tan)’ahu regime to sett-le Jewish settlements
in the region. grave threat endangering the peace process
B .
Asia,uttlew}?;lset a fragile peace has dawned upon the West
Af istan hCOId war withdrawal of the Soviet forces frplf\
War. War s rgulfed Afghans into a fratricidal civi
Vvarioug hostile Ict Mujaheedins who are .splintered into
iIn order g WrgroupS, are waging war against one anqﬂ_l?r
Supported 1, ;St control of Afghanistan. Taliban militia
COmmang uz, A?klstaf‘r are desparately trying to be I
repulsed by H; ghanistan but they are be'mg strongly
outfits in Agop. Ayar, Shah Masood, Dostum and other
Mujaheedins ag:\ atustan. Not only this, these off the job
any where i, e freely available to wage contract terrorism
OVer weapong ¢ “{Orld.. Also, with a huge stockpile of lgft
i and eaWthh includes even Stinger and Patriot
Pakistan, the ﬁSy access to arm-bazaars in neighbouring
. Addin }f)uOf the South Asia faces a very uncertain
in power olig el to the fire, sinister ambitions of Pakistan
politics of any future establishment in Afghanistan
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has potentials to create another West Asia in Afghanistan
whose ill-effects will have to be borne out by the entire
region including Pakistan. Five different armies exchange
shells with one another in Afghanistan. Who is fighting
whom is not clear and a civil war is in full operation. The
worst of it all, the world has stopped paying attention to
Afghanistan. Unfortunately, Afghanistan has become such a
flux that it is not clear whom to talk for bargaining peace
in Afghanistan.

But irony of the fate is that both the United States and
Russia (the largest segment of the dismantled Soviet Union)
are sitting unconcerned after having washed their hands off
Afghanistan. Pakistan for its own greater good must not
incite Peshawar based rival guerrilla groups to further its
petty ambitions in Afghanistan because in the long run, it
might endanger the fragile internal fabric of Pakistan
because Pakistan has many serious problems at home to
address to keep itself united. Moreover, its aim of installing
a puppet regime in Afghanistan is also fraught with risks.
The so called government of Talibans which has a nefarious
backing of Pakistan, is facing very serious opposition from
the cross-section of Afghanistan.

Sri Lanka, a dot in the Indian Ocean, has witnessed the
assassination of two of its premiers, scores of other political
dignitaries and thousands of civilians. The LTTE, the
secessionist organisation led by Tamil Leader, V.
Prabhakaran is waging an armed struggle for an
independent Ealem. Unlike other secessionist groups, LTTE
is a formidable force in this battle. Though pinned down by
an Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF), LTTE has time and
again shown the tremendous resilience to strike back with
a bang. The LTTE is one of the most professionally managed
terrorist groups having ulteriorly idealistic cadres working
under the monolithic personality cult of Prabhakaran. Since
there is no parallel personality clash in the LTTE nor did
Prakbhakran allowed any big personality to challenge his
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undisputed superiority in the LTTE, it has remarkable
organisational unity. But unfortunately, for a micro-nation
like Sri Lanka, it is pitched up against a very efficiently
managed organisation. The recent successes met by
Chandrika Kumaratunge against LTTE are commendable
because it is for the first time after the IPKF presence in the
emerald island that the LTTE is forced to be in its defensive
shell. The presence of IPKF in Sri Lanka to fight the tigers
of LTTE was a disguised boon to the then Sri Lankan
President late Julius Jayawardene who succumbed to Indian
ofiensive of air dropping of food by Mirage in the Tamil
areas which were facing blockade of even civil supplies.
But it was not too late after the recent Sri Lankan army’s
successes that the LTTE retaliated with a massive blast that
ripped the Colombo’s financial centre housing the Central
Bank of Sri Lanka. Interestingly and alarmingly, the site of
the blast was not far away from the President’s Secretariat.
It is probably the impact of this blast and obvious
recognition of the fact that there is no military solution to
the ethnic problem that Chandrika Kumaratunge’s
Government is not ready to launch the second set of
offensive against Tigers in Batticaloa and Jaffna Peninsula.
Rather, it is trying to carry home the idea of creating a Tamil
Province by amalgamating the Tamil areas in the Northern
and Eastern Sri Lanka. But even the moderate Tamils are
Oppgsed to the clause of the package which gives the
President a right to dissolve the proposed regional council
a{lc! take over the administrative machinery without even
gIving any scope for a judicial review. This is the weakest
link of the entire devolution package. No right to secede is
undgrstandable but absolute powers conferred on the
Pre§1dent to reverse the autonomy of the region by an
arbitrary Presidential proclamation-is- equally farcical. It is
here where lies the bone of contention. But one positive
development is that LTTE is now tilting towards floating a
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political party. Maybe, what violence couldn’t do, the politics
may attain.

But whatever be the state of affairs in Sri Lanka, one
thing is very clear, the small army establishment of Sri Lanka
does not has endless men and material resources to take the
Tigers head on. Thus ultimately, a political solution has to
be found out to arrest the ethnic strife in Sri Lanka and it -
has to take Tigers into confidence to arrive at a tangible
solution to the ethnic strife.

But India will do better to keep itself off the troubled
waters of emerald because its own house is also made up
of raw glasses. It is imperative for Indian Government to
ensure that no material or moral support is shipped to
emerald from Tamilnadu. Otherwise, our strong and
justified opposition to Pakistan’s interference in Kashmir and
Punjab will lose its moral substance.

Discussion on terrorism will remain incomplete without
special mention of Iran and Irag—the two Islamic states
which especially in Europe are seen as the rogue states.
Branding them as rogue states is not a wholly misplaced
idea. In fact, Iran and Iraq represent the epicentre of Islamic
wave which once threatened the world with equally sinister
support from Col. Gaddaffi’s Libya. Neither Iran nor Iraq
face any secessionist dangers. Both represent acutely fanatic
establishments using terror as means tc remain ;in power.

Shah of Iran used his secret police, Savak, to decimate
his opponents and the mad terror practised by Khomeini
on the opponents of his regime left around one lakh Iranian
killed most of them in the age group of 20-35. The infamous
hostage drama of the US Embassy personnel is too well
known to the world. It is not until Khomeini’s appointed
inheritor Ali Rafsanjani who took to power after the death
of Khomeini that a sense of political civility dawned at Iran.
Recent reversal of death sentence on Salman Rushdie is one
such act which imparts a sense of civility to Iranian regime
in the eyes of the world.
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And just in its neighbourhood, is the land of wars. Iraq,
a country close to outside vision and is living under the
ruthless command of Saddam Hussein despite the drubbing
it received at the hands of multi-national forces led by the
United States for its misadventure in the neighbouring
Kuwait. But despite the fact that Iraq is living under the
rigorous UN sanctions and has more or less become a pariah
in the community of nations, Saddam is well entrenched to
the seat of power. For Saddam it is a victory of the sort
against multinational forces in a sense that the former
President of the United States, George Bush had vowed to
dislodge Saddam, yet Saddam remains at helm.

As far as gulf war is concerned, had it not been the
patience exercised by Israel against Saddam’s Scud missile
attack on Tel Aviv during the Kuwaiti War, the scenario of
war would have assumed Arab-Israel contours. This would
have forced even Saudi Arabia to pull out of the
multi-national forces. But it was not to happen and Iraq
alone had to face the consequences of its misadventure and
rightly so. Iraq’s nuclear and chemical warfare factories were
nipped by forced landing of the International Atomic Energy
Agency’s (IAEA) inspection team. Although it is a
transgressxon of a nation’s sovereignty but atomic and
chemical weapons in the hand of a dictator like Saddam
Hussein are very dangerous.

Saddam’s credentials to run his dictatorial regime at
home are no better. He never restrains from using ruthless
power at his disposal to eliminate his adversaries. He even
kﬂ}ed his son-in-law whom he assured a safe return from
exile when he defected in opposition to Saddam’s rule in
Iraq. The plight of Kurds and deep rooted hatred for Shiaite
Irax} are feyv more issues which will keep Iraq in the focus
of international terrorism for 2 long time to come.

The irony of the asian continent is that the scale of terror
that it has witnessed in the post-colonial era is much more
than what it had witnessed during the colonial rule and
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worst of it all, the bulk of the post-colonial terror practised
in Asia had been perpetrated by the state on its own people.
Think of the Pol Pot regime in Kampuchea (previously
known as Cambodia), the genocide committed by it on its
own people can be equated only to Nazi's atrocities against
Jews. Two million Kampucheans were massacred by the Pol
Pot regime and even creation of Bangladesh left a million
dead and ten millions taking refuge in India. Bangladesh is
probably the only example in the history of mankind where
a majority population of 56 per cent Bengalis in East
Pakistan revolted against the genocidal intentions of a
minority regime represented by 44 per cent Muslims of West
Pakistan.

But while post-colonial terrorism whether practised by
the state or a terrorist group had a cause and effect in Asia,
in Africa, there had hardly been any well-entrenched system
of Government and hence an organised terror is missing.
Barring Egypt, Libya, Zimbabwe, Ghana, South Africa and
few more, military rulers of the rank of Flight Lieutenants
or Captains had been ruling African countries after a
military coup either due to prevailing civil unrest or for the
realisation of their political ambitions. The feudal tribal
rivalry had been another reason for the terror practiced in
Africa. Moreover, it wasn’t until 1920 and that proper
political ~groupings were formed in Africa. Thus
interestingly, it is rather the lack of an organised form of
governments in African countries that Africa is insulated
from organised terrorism. But there is no dearth of
unorganised terrorism in Africa.

This coupled with lack of proper democratic political
institutions and inefficient economic management, almost
entire Africa is being plagued by the worst kind of poverty,
a state of civil war and rampant corruption. In such a
scenario, there can not be any sEpe for the organised
terrorism propagated either by the state or by a terrorist
group. Excepting in Idi Amin’s Uganda, South Africa,
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Angola and few more countries, the post colonial terrorism
in Africa had been haphazard and non-specific. There is
large scale civic unrest in Africa due to acute poverty and
misrule. It is probably due to unorganised and non-specific
movements that Africa can hardly boast of towering political
personalities. Dr. Nelson Mandela, Robert Mugabwe, S.
Kenyata, Huseini Mubarak, Oliver Tambo and Sam Nujoma
are only few African leaders who have left an indelible mark
on the global political arena.

Thus, Africa can safely be called a continent almost free
of organised terror but full of dysfunctional polity, utterly
mismanaged economy and a social system lacking proper
direction. Acute illiteracy and rampant corruption are the
most vital ingredients contributing to the Africa remaining
a dark continent despite the fact that it had been blessed
with rich mineral wealth. Name a mineral and you will have
it in Africa. But unfortunately, their march from yokes of
slavery to modern world has not delivered them any
meaningful good.

The journey of contemporary terrorism in Europe begins
and terminates in Ireland. Ireland is the sole representative
of contemporary terrorism in Europe. Starting with the rule
of Henry VII in 1485, Northern Island was increasingly
encroached by the Protestant settlements frorn Britain,
Successive anti-Papal British rulers deliberately and wilfully
made C'atholics the second rated citizens in Ireland and in
the middle of the seventeenth century, Ireland was
assimilated into Britain. Suppression of Roman Catholics
cAontmued and it was only in 1919 that the Irish Republican
h;g)’ﬁgRA) was formed which to this day is giving very

Th € o the British Government.

Assass‘;lﬁ? led terrorism in Ireland reached its peak in 1969.
on of Lord Mountbatten and narrow escape of

Mrs. Margaret Thatch : .
terror in Ireland. cher are the two thick points of scale of
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The contemporary terrorism in the world primarily
stems from local conditions in a given country which is very
different from the ideological terrorism unleashed by the
various states, particularly in twentieth century. A brie{
understanding of the ideological terrorism unleashed by its
carrier states will complete the study of terrorism in the
world.

One such example of ideological terrorism is the one
practised by the communist movement on its people. The
terror practised by communists on its people was purely
meant to preserve its ideological structure. Although Russian
Revolution against Tsarists was remarkable in its very low
scale of blood shedding but in his zeal to preserve the
structure of the newly created Soviet state, Stalin unleashed
the terror with brute force on the opponents of Communism.
He achieved this with the help of his Red Secret Police and
when he used the state terror on its own people, particularly
the landlords and his political opponents, the spirit of entire
world was shaken. The single point agenda of Communism
was based on the Marx’s economic and material
consciousness and entire machinery of the Soviet state was
directed to attain this goal. In the process of realisation of
this goal, a direct confrontation with the Western
democracies came to the fore in the Soviet Union. The
totalitarian rule in the now defunct Soviet Union was
opposed to any form of thinking other than material and
economic one that too state controlled. Any other form of
thinking was considered redundant and misguided. But it
is not that God creates free thinkers only in open societies.
As many a free thinkers were born in the Soviet Russia as
were in the Western democracies but they were made to
bite the dust in Siberian exile. —

When Tsarism was uprooted after 1917 revolution,
people damned it as ‘Like the chewed Stump of a fag we
spat their dynasty out’. People in the Soviet Union had the
same feeling about the iron rule of Stalin but they couldn’t
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oppose his rule because of immense strength of the Soviet
empire but when the Soviet Union was dismantled, the
hatred of the people for communism was known to the
world.

But while Western democracies encouraged free
thinking, such people in the Soviet Union, China and rest
of the communist world were subjected to the most dreaded
kind of oppression and terror. Any opposition to state’s
apparatus and communist ideology, particularly, in the
Soviet Union and China was considered an act of sedition
and was meted out with brute force. This is how the
communist world became a symbol of ideological terrorism
resorted to by the State apparatus. Since the free thinking
wasn’t encouraged by the communist states, the social
political and aesthetic development of the people in the
communist regimes remained under-nourished.

Due to this, in less than a century of existence (except

in China), the citadel of the vast communist empire
crumbled under its own weight. The main reason behind its
collapse is that an attempt was made to preserve ja
totalitarian state by not allowing its people to think other
than what the state wanted them to think. To meet this end,
the use of terror was justified by the communists. It js
because of such a reign of terror being perpetrated by the
diehard communists on their own people that the ve
people in whose name the great revolution of 1917 took
Plaﬁe (Russians), were also instrumental in its demise as
well.
. The doing and un-doing of the Russian Revolution made
1t very clear to the world at large that no tangible statehood
can bg preserved with such a mindless use of force. But as
was its making, even the unmaking of the Soviet empire
was remarkably peaceful. But ironically, its continuation was
full of unheard reign of terror.

The tales of terror unleashed by the leftist states on their
people was more than matched by the rightist Mussolini
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and Hitler. In the guise of extreme nationalism, both
Mussolini and Hitler consolidated their precarious positions
to establish them firmly to the saddles of power which later
on they used with impunity on their opponents. Mussolini
in Italy had won only 35 seats out of 138 but forced his
way to power in 1922 with permission of the king who was
soft on Mussolini but the king and elite section of the society
were against socialists as they feared them to challenge their
position of affluence and hold over landed property.
Mussolini’s zeal of national chauvinism was not an end but
a mean to firmly establish his dictatorship. Both Mussolini
and Hitler used democratic means only on soft options and
used as much brute a force as leftist states on those who
opposed them. Black shirt followers of Mussolini during two
decades of his rule made Italy a one party system. The
communists who had always been a very strong pillar of
Italy’s political system, were subjected to so much terror
that almost entire band of communist cadres had to remain
underground until Allied forces landed in Italy. Mussolini
and his wife were done to death the same way as they were
inflicting it upon those opposed to their rule of terror. They
were lynched and hanged publicly.

But unlike Hitler, Mussolini was not popular at home.
So he could not consolidate his position as much as Hitler
could do in Germany. Hitler as a matter of fact was hero
of German people. His ambition of debolshevikisation of
Europe and pecple’s faith in his ability to secure Germany
its place of pride in the Europe were main reasons which
helped him to amass almost undisputed absolute power in
Germany.

It is from this endless reservoir of power that he drew
both authority and courage to resort to brutality of killing
six million Jews. His SS (Schutz-Staffel) force and Secret
German Police, Gestapo, were the chief instruments of ‘Kill
the Jews mission’. Gas chambers were used to kill Jews en
masse as they were considered the people responsible for
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spreading Communism and defeat of Germany in the World
War I. But it was not that he used brutal terror only on
Jews. During the hey days of war when hospitals were
getting filled with wounded soldiers and civilians, he
advised medical community to give “painless sleep” to those
who would be of no use to Germany after getting treatment.
One can gauge from this that how much importance did
Hitler give to an ordinary citizen in his relation to the state.
This is how ultra-nationalism become so inhuman.

The kind of Nazi terror that Hitler resorted to can’t be
equalled by even Stalin. He may go down in the annals of
history as the tallest military commander but he would at
the same time be remembered as a terrorist without any
parallel.

But in the midst of terrorism practised by the totalitarian
(both extreme leftists and rightists) states, India stands out
as a very interesting state whose name invariably gets linked
to terrorism but more in being a victim of it rather than its
perpetrator.

Being genuinely a vibrant and also the largest democracy
of the world, neither India is expected to be a state practising
terror on its own people nor does it actually practices terror
on its own people. It is because of our impeccable credentials
of being a state practising justice that there are hardly any
'takers c?f Pakistan’s belligerence against India on various
International fora. But to say that all is fine at our end, shall
also be an overstatement.

Except in Punjab, where the genesis of terrorism was
essentially political in nature, terrorism in Kashmir and
insurgency in north-east of India is primarily due to
eCOI'lom{c disequilibrium., Somehow, down the line, the
fcgnomxc spread of prosperity could not be horizontal. It
ed to emergence of few haves and a plethora of havenots.
Such spots of disparities became fertile grounds for even

outsiders to penetrate Indian soil to create an atmosphere
of anarchy.
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This is exactly what happened in West Bengal in 1969.
Pampered and ballooned by the Chinese, Charu Mazumdar,
the leader of Naxalite movement in India started considering
himself to be a very tell man. A strong moral and even
material support from China and its pseudo revolutionary
propaganda trapped many young men into the movement.
They became so obsessed with Mao Zedong's revolutionary
and anti-imperialist rhetorics that they resorted to
anti-national activities and it was not until 1972 that illusion
of West Bengal’s middle class and even scme intellectuals
ended with revelation of Mao’s secret parleys and contacts
with ‘imperialist America’ in order to weaken India which
at that time was perceived as the chief Soviet orbit in Asia.
With hollowness of Mao’s revolutionary spirit fully exposed
and subsequent death of Charu Mazumdar, the first big
upsurge in India died down its own end. But Chinese
interference in northeast India continued. The insurgency in
north-east India is separately discussed in this book.

The role of Indian state in containing insurgency in
north-east is not that of a terror monger. This can be
understood from the fact that the peace was won in Mizoram
with Laldenga on a political pedestal and so was it won in
Assam with Assam Gana Parishad but due to ambiguity in
its accord, Assam is still reeling under uncertainty. Even
Subhash Gheishing was calmed in Darjeeling with a political
package. Last, but not the least, realising the economic
neglect of this region, the Government of India is
increasingly attending to the economic development
activities in the region sensibly. Today, the political map of
the entire north-east is having representative Governments.
From this, one can easily understand that Indian state as a
matter of its cultural and political heritage given to it by its
great saints, social reformers and political leadership of the
kind of Gandhi and Nehru, is morally committed to deal
with its people democratically.

ACC NOInS SO %)
pDATe....
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Indian state has never played a Pol Pot, a Yahya Khan,
a Hitler, a Mussolini or a Stalin on its people. Theé great
restraint exercised by the Indian Government in Kashmir
can be gauged from the fact how it dealt with the Hazratbal
crisis. Yes, Indian Government is signularly responsible for
what happened in Punjab during eighties. After the
operation Blue Star, it had used more force in Punjab than
was expected of a democratic state. The excesses by police,
paramilitary forces and even army have come to the fore.
But one can’t deny the fact that the return of peace to Punjab
was immediately followed by the installation of a
representative Government in Punjab. Not only this, setting
of a Human Rights Commission (HRC) is also a very bold
step towards discouraging the human rights abuses. It is
known fact that lesser the human rights abuses, the easier
it is to contain the terrorism. The perpetuation of human
rights abuses creates a favourable world opinion in favour
of those resorting to terrorism against the state even if their
cause is not justified otherwise.



2

The Socio-Psychological
Analysis of Terrorism

Contemporary terrorism is an applied science. It is being
headed by scholars and intellectuals and has become as
professionally managed as any other discipline. As a matter
of fact, it has become an instrument of neo-liberalism when
subjects of oppression are innocent civilians. This happens
when a state itself starts resorting to terrorism and thus
becomes an instrument of oppression. Since terrorism has
become a scientific discipline, so has become its study. In
today’s world, no socio-political theme is as fascinating and
romantic as terrorism. Its study is more complex because it
deals with human behaviour. The complex web of human
behaviour has made the study of terrorism as one of the
most challenging and interesting themes of social and
political sciences. A terrorist as the representative of a class
can be categorised as:

(1) Professional,
(2) Misguided, or
(3) An idealist
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A professional terrorist is essentially a terror monger for
the sake of material or monetary gain. It is essentially an
isolated form of terrorism. He has no direct or indirect
involvement in the cause with which he is involved. For
him, striking terror is a way of livelihood. Of course, such
persons are emotionally very cold and have aggressive
animal like dispositions and life to them is more of an
adventure full of daring actions. The best example of a local
professional terrorist is that of a contract killer who is
popularly known in India as Supari Killer. There is no girth
of contract killers in the criminal environ of Bombay. The
recent killing of the Managing Director of East-West Airlines
15 one such example and so is the killing of the
trade-unionist, Datta Samant. A small group of gangsters
assqdate_d with extortion of money from small or big
bqsmessmen, shopkeepers or industrialists also belong to
t}_‘ls category. Some of them resort to abduction and
kld“aPPm.g also to pressure their targets into paying money.
Trade Un-lon rivalry in India is now also increasingly being
settled with the help of contract killers. The prime target of
local professional terrorism is only the elimination of
Spgcmcany targeted individuals and extortion of money but
tis not a form of mass terrorism. The professional terrorism
S predominantly prevalent in inter-gang rivalry in
smuggling and narcotics activities.

cancliteh : : bunzlthf professional terrorists are the ones who
- -8aged for a greater like dropping of arms
consignment on Purg purpose like dropping

and off the job Ulia,. the armed invaclers.of Maldives
have a well JOb war addict, Mujaheedins. Their operations
invariably n Orgarused international network. But they are
which th}e, aever Very successful in attaining the purpose fgr
is, the la}'Ckre ?ngag?d_ Qne very significant reason fo; this
terrorists dOn’(t) motivation. Not only this, professional
any section of enjoy the public support and sympathy of
terrorism. The SOclety which is essential for the success of

- 1€y are a common enemy of people because they

i
i
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create an environment of insecurity without any meaningful
cause or purpose. They are not driven by any ideal nor do
they have any personal grievance, imaginary or real, with
the state against whom they are working. For instance,
infiltration of Mujaheedins in Kashmir has not given the
Indian security forces as much a tough time as is being given _
by the Kashmiri youth because Mujaheedins are not in any
way associated with the struggle of Kashmiri youth. It is
the younger segment of the Kashmiri populace which
suffered the pain of unemployment and abject poverty.
Together with this, religious contours given to it from across
the borders, they became more aggressive and hard hitting.
But for Mujaheedins, it is just an engagement without any
inspiration. For them, it is as good as a new assignment to
keep themselves. employed.

The defeat of Americans in Vietnam can be traced back
to the same factor. Although American army can’t be
categorised as professional or contract army but it had one
common trait in not having any motivation in Vietnam war.
There was no motivation for American soldiers to fight
Vietnamese army. It was just a matter of duty for them but
for Vietnamese soldiers, it was a fight for their motherland,
and they fought it with bravery as they had a motivating
force behind their act. On the contrary, American public
opinion was largely against American army’s presence in
Vietnam.

Professional terrorists involved in the act of narcotics
and smuggling, are adventurists and money plays a very
vital role behind their act. They are common enemy of global
civilisation and must be dealt collectively to save our
civilisation. They run drug mafias and are even involved in
supply of women across the borders and in even continents.

Many young boys in India take to. -terrorism even
without understanding th true motive behind their act. To
illustrate this point, there goes a true story, “A 16 year old
boy, Harjinder, was the son of a carpenter in Punjab. Like
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his father, Harjinder took to carpentry as the family
tradition. His social behaviour was recognised by the
neighbours as outstanding, especially towards children. But
suddenly after 1984 riots, Harjinder disappeared from the
town and few years later, a newspaper headline reported
him killed in an encounter with security forces.”

Harjinder’s case is one of the many misguided young
boys who take to terrorism impulsively. Such people are
brain-washed by their masters and are made to see a
microscopic situation on a macroscopic level. The use of false
propaganda is one of the most essential ingredients of
manufacturing such terrorists.

Blindfolded thus, these youngsters take to mindless act

of terrorism. During the hey days of terrorism in Punjab
‘and now in Kashmir, Pakistan is-conducting such training
camps where infiltrated young people are first made to
believe that India is there enemy and then trained in arms
and ammunitions to wage a war against Indian state. In the
case of Kashmiris, an added venom of Jehad is penetrated
into their mind to take up arms against India. Although, the
role of religion in politics is getting diminished in Europe,
1t is still dominantly visible is Asia.

But same can not be said of the younger elements taking
to arms in north-east. Insurgency in north-east is being
waged b Y genuinely aggrieved people and the Government
of India s squarely responsible for it. Enmasse and
Cﬂolmprehensive neglect of the people of north-east has forced
Ingigﬁoftlaie(,)f the region to take to armed struggle against

But When it comes to Punjab and Kashmir, terrorism
r(?ached 1ts peak, started subsiding and at last, in Punjab, it
disappeared and in Kashmir, it is regularly on decline. In
West Bengal, the same fate awaited Charu Mazumdar's
comrades and by 1972, Mao Zedong’s hollowness was fully
exposed. This is what is the fate of misguided terrorism. It
is bound to die down after having lived its phase because
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there is lesser justification in its cause and those resorting
to it, when understand the futility of their struggle which
is without any justification, get back to the fold of civilised
life. Moreover, in a welfare state like India, a self corrective
comes into force automatically and with it gets defeated the
pseudo spirit of terrorism being forced upon the young
minds. We have proved it in India that such kind of
terrorism is self defeating and terminating. In addition to
Punjab and Kashmir, India can boast of bringing negotiated
peace in Mizoram, Darjeeling and in many other parts of
the country. Mao Zedong led terrorism in 70s died down
without any negotiations with exposure of Mao Zedong's
evil intentions and double standards. In a nut-shell,
misguided terrorism begins with idealism but terminates in
remorse and in the intervening period it brings misery to
the people and becomes serious problem for the government
to tackle.

But unlike other forms of terrorism, the one waged by
an idealist is the most difficult one to contian. It is called
hard-core terrorism and is usually well entrenched wherever
it exists. This kind of terrorism is based more on law of
justice denied to a given set of people. Terrorism in Palestine
is one such example of terrorism because it had a very
justified cause, the attainment of an independent Palestine
State. Even terror practised by Israel also falls under this
category. Israel is the only homeland that Jews have. Their
tactics of offensive defence emanates from the psychic fear
of what Hitler did to Jews during the World War IL
Terrorism practiced by Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad
and Sukhdev is no different from the one that prevails in
Palestine.

Terrorism by Tigers in Sri Lanka is also as intense as is
expected from the followers of ideal terrorism. Yet, it would
be unfair to compare their cause with that of the Palestinian
uprising against Jewish state because Sri Lanka also
represents a welfare state and is more of a victim than an
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aggressor state against the LTTE’s ouslaught. The cruelty of
V. Prabhakaran is well-known and his using of women and
adolescent chidren as LTTE cadre is also a well known fact.
The cyanide cadre, the suicide squad, all are quite inhuman.

Seeing the cause and the people involved in idealist
terrorism, it would be better to term their struggle as
anti-terrorism because they take to violent movement against
oppressive forces. An idealist terrorist is blindly committed
to his cause. He helds nothing to greater sanctity than the
cause that he is fighting for. The commitment of the cadres
of idealist terrorism can be gauged from the fact that they
are wilfully and wishfully ready to act as human bombs as
was the case of Palestinian terrorist groups fighting @ holy
Jehad against the state of Israel. This art of human bombs,
if it may be so called, was originated* and perfected. in
Palestine. Later on, it was used elsewhe~e also but not as
frequently and as precisely as in Palestine. The tigers of
LTTE being very disciplined cadres, are 2iso using human
bombs as effectively as were being in use in Pal'eshne fil_}ring
the great Palestinian uprising. Even our late Prime Minister,
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, was killed by LTTE with the help of a
human bomb.

But if use of terrorism as way of realisation of its just
rights by a group is given a universal sanctity, it will lead
to chaos because victims of terrorism are invariably the
innocent people. Moreover, wherever terrorism has existed,

»

Actually it originated during 2nd World War in Japan, as
Kamikaze fighters. Japanese Kamikaze fighters, laden with
explosives, in planes, small boats, and even on their body, used
to destroy enemy ships, airports, tanks and other tactical and
strategic targets, killing themselves in the process. In Pearl Harbor
attack, the Battle of Midway, battle of Okinawa, in Philippine and
in Burma they used this tactics very effectively. Also Italians and
Germans used this tactics. Italians used human tarpedos in attack
on Alexandria. Our own INA men also used this tactics to stop

the adval}c? of Allies into Burma. Later this tactics was picked up
by Palestinians, and other terrorist groups.
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the development of the people of that region had always
become the first casualty. In addition to this, it creates social
disharmony which remains visible even after the phase of
terrorism is over. Its one such example is the Hindu-Sikh
harmony. Even after the terrorism is weeded out of Punjab,
the psychological rift between Hindus and Sikhs remains. It
might take decades for the wounds to fill. Though it has
taken 12 years for court to get impressive compensation of
rupees 3,50,000 to the widows of 1984 riots, yet it is a
welcome move towards assuaging the hurt psyche of Sikh
community. What remains is the punishment to the guilty.

Thus, even if a just cause is attainable by the use of
terror, its cost in terms of loss of human lives, economy and
its social ill-effects far outdo the attainment of the cause.
Realising this, the UN body has accepted with one voice the
resolution which states that the use of terror by any group,
however justified its cause may be, against an established
Government, would be considered an act of terrorism.
Though, the adoption of this resolution is a very effective
way to discourage terrorism everywhere, it might also be
used as a handy pretext by many heads of states to unleash
state terror on its own citizens to perpetuate their misrule.
Under such a situation, human rights will become a casualty.
For instance, the use of state terror by China on innocent
students at Tiananman Square in late 80s. The students were
getting restive but not hostile in their demand for
democratisation of China and assimilation of younger
generation in the gerantocratic Chinese Government. But
how they were dealt with, is known to everyone.

Thus, from here, we can draw a conclusion that while
our world must get rid of the menace of terrorism, it is
possible only when there is an effective control on the
human rights abuses wrecked on innocent civilians by the
state. This is to say that terrorism and human rights are
interwined. A check on terrorism and a check on human
rights abuses are synonymous and must be fought on a
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common platform. Terrorism can become non-existent only
in a state practicing justice to all its citizens. Its best example
is the USA where internal terrorism has never existed since
Abraham Lincoln’s painstaking efforts which brought blacks
back to parity with whites. Terrorism begets terrorism.
Therefore, terrorism must be contained by anti-terrorism.
Only a welfare state is capable of following the path of
anti-terrorism. Patience and perseverance are the tools of
anti-terrorism. But it must not be construed as weakness of
the state.

But the welfare states are vulnerable when it comes to
blackmailing by the terrorist organisations.  Their
vulnerability comes to fore particularly when innocent
people are taken hostage by the terrorists. One very effective
way of discouraging such acts is to evolve a uniform process
of not yielding to terrorist’s blackmailing when they resort
to takmg hostage the innocent people whether by hijacking
a avilian plane or by kidnapping the innocent people.

Israel is a model example to follow in this matter. It
refuses to negotiate with the terrorists over this issue. It
deals, with them with a firm hand and even tries to rescue
the hostages by commando operations. No bargaining with
such people should be made universal law because soft
options on hostage taking encourages terrorists to use such
:;:g:i)dtsdfor'meeting their demands which are invaria.bly
o foraeet W}ﬂl freeing of their fellow terrorists frqn:t pils
e suc)}(1 ortion of huge amounts of money. In addlhoﬁ' to
which is acts give them much sought after media attention
ot terro?-?e of their most cherished goals. As a matter of

’Thjs o tsm thrives on air and fuel of media attention.
be dealy 5 0 say, that wl'ule'th.e menace of terronsm.should
rot be dea)"lTEatheucally. as it is a human problem, it must

Tom a position of weakness.
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Right to Self Determination

The right to self determination is the most talked about
phrase of the post World War era. As a matter of fact, right
to self determination was the gift of socialist Russia after
Bolshevik revolution when it withdrew from the World War
I by paying compensation to Germany.

As more and more nations kept their names added to
the list of independent nationalities in the post colonial era,
the new social realities also kept emerging in their respective
social lives. While pursuing the cause of nation building,
the social equations in their respective societies became very
complex and tense leading to emergence of various interest
groups. It led to the dichotomy of status quoists and those
seeking change in accordance with their own aspirations.
Thus, the political and social scenario in these neo-liberated
countries got increasingly polarised between status quoists
and the change seekers.

The status quoists were invariably the ruling class
represented by the democratic forces, military rulers or
autocrats. At some places, particularly in Arab World, the
status quoists were represented by the fanatic religious
groups or ethnic majorities. On the other hand, those seeking
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change to realise their collective aspirations were invariably
the non-ruling class or the religious or ethnic minorities.
Pakistan is probably the only sole exception to this rule
where majority Bengali Muslims in East Pakistan took arms
against the status quoist ruling minority of West Pakistan
which led to the birth of Bangladesh which is separately
discussed in this book.

The emergence of these mutually antagonistic interest
groups in the political and social life of these newly created
nations has made their national lives intricately tense and
complex. Whenever and wherever these status quoists and
change seekers have shown the sense of maturity and
statesmanship, an era of hope and peace has ushered in.
Mizoram is an appropriate example to quote with in Indian
context. Same holds true of West Asia where collective
efforts by the world community which was sensibly
supplemented by the Palestinian and Israeli People, led to
evolution of an era of peace in West Asia, a land of
protracted war since 1948.

But when solutions fail to be realised by mutual give
and take between status quoists and change seekers, a state
of turmoil builds up. This leads to a series of tension
between aggrieved and aggrievers. Invariably, it leads to
secessionism and violence becomes its handy tool. Without
going into the detail of who uses violence against whom,
the life of such a nation becomes miserable. Economic and
social welfare of its people becomes the first causalty.

Since development in one part of the World effects
others and human right policing is becoming the order of
modern day life, the eyes of entire world get glued to such
a nation. The mind boggling improvement in the
communication channels, particularly in the mass media
which has become a very potent instrument of change, the
human rights abuses get prominently reported. Thus, any
aspect Of a natlpn’s life can no more be insulated from the
global view point. Various human rights groups are very
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active in reporting the abuses of human rights. Amnesty
International is one to quote with.

In such a changed scenario, it is not difficult for an
aggrieved community to public its grievances, whether real
or imaginary, and take recourse to the right to self
determination. But the right to self determination during the
colonial era was an assertion of independence. The same in
the post colonial era is a fight against its own government
by a group on certain grounds, real or otherwise. Therefore,
the right to self determination in the light of post colonial
era has become very complex issue. This instrument of right
to self determination has been incorporated in the UN
Charter as well thus giving a sort of both moral and legal
justification to it at the highest international forum.

But in the very first place, the right to self determination
is as intractable as to win dismemberment from all powerful
might of the state by violent means. Moreover, the concept
of right to self determination suffers from an inherent
Western bias. It is always perceived by the neo-independent
nations as an instrument of embarrassing and black-mailing
them by the Western world.

The impracticality of the realisation of the right to self
determination can be understood from the fact that any
outside interference from any quarters in the national life
of a sovereign state is an act of transgression of international
laws because national sovereignty is an internationally
recognised norm. Thus, the right to self determination is in
direct antagonism to the sovereignty of a nation. For
instance, the incorporation of the federating units making
the United States of America a super federation requires its
units to merge into the federation completely and
irreversibly without any right to separate from it under any
condition. In addition to this, all the federal laws of the
United States of America apply equally and automatically
to all its federating units. This clause of irreversible merger
leaves no room for any of its federating units to leave the
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federation of the United States of America even if any of
its units takes recourse to the right to self determination.
Moreover, supposing the people of Florida (a federating unit
of the United States) for some reason start feeling insecured
in the United States, and feel that they should secede from
the federation. The federal American Laws will obviously
forbid it, shall then, can the American say that right to self
determination will not apply to Florida? They won’t and
they shouldn’t.

But going by the same parameter of immutable norms
of national sovereignty, questioning the status of Jammu and
Kashmir by resorting to the technicality of instrument of
accession is nothing but an act of double standards. If the
right to self determination holds true for Jammu and
Kashmir by plebiscite or otherwise, the same also holds true
for Ireland, Tibet and Mohajirs in Karachi. How man
Western countries including the US will support the right
to self determination in Ireland? How many countries in the
world will dare China to transgress its own sovereignty to
uphold the right to self determination and allow Tibetans
to exercise this right?

Thus, because of its contradictory nature and selective
use in invoking it, it has created more problems than it has
actually solved in post colonial era because it works as an
inspiration and morale booster to secessionist outfits leading
to more violence. Not only this, denial of right to self
determination by one state to its people is taken by the other
state as an excuse. For instance, what if India pre-conditions
that let the Mohajirs in Pakistan and Tibetans in China also
be given the right to self determination and then India shall
also agree to hold a plebiscite in Kashmir. Is it tangible in
practice? Certainly not because it aims at division of self in
accordance to the wishes of people invoking it, its
Implementation is very unrealistic because no nation,

owe\{er democratic or undemocratic it may be, would ever
grant its people the right to self determination even if it is
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justified. Morever, the UN while dealing with terrorism has
come out with a very clear document which states that
whatever its source, all governments are legal governments
and any act of armed opposition to it will be construed as
an act of terrorism.

In a way, it justifies the use of brute force by the state
against any internal armed rebellion to it from a group.
Thus, giving a death knell to the right to self determination
and inviting abuse of human rights. The UN has dubious
distinction of accepting the credentials of representatives of
genocidal Pol Pot regime. It is because of this intricate nature
of right to self determination that it must always be seen in
the light of human rights. No tangible national sovereignty
can be preserved by using brutal state power upon its
citizens. State as one can conceive, is essentially an organ
of welfare of its people. All its actions must channel only
in this direction. If an ideology fails to deliver, it must be
changed or renounced. If a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>