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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The bibliography on Thuggee is extensive. 
Meadows Taylor by virtue of his 'Confessions of a Thug' \ 
which while professedly a work of fiction is neverthe­
less closely modelled on the recorded deposition of the 
notorious thug, Amir Ali, is perhaps the best known writer 
on the subject. Sleeman, however, though possibly less 
well known for his literary work, is undoubtedly the most 
authoritative writer on Thuggee. His 'Ramaseeana' 
published .in 1836 is a collection of miscellaneous papers 
of a highly authentic nature on all aspects of the depreda­
tions of the Thugs. Not the least valuable part of the book 
is the vocabulary of the language of the Thugs (Ramasi) 
which gives the hook its name. 11eadows Taylor quotes 
from 'Ramaseeana' in his Introduction to the Confessions ; 
and other writers on the subject, e.,g., the anonymous 
author of 'Illustrations of the History and Practices of the 
Thugs' a semi-official publication issued from London in 
1837, freely acknowledge their debt to Captain Sleeman. 
The official records of the Saugor and N erbudda Territo­
ries contain frequent references to his unique knowledge 
of the practices and customs of the Thugs. He had, 
moreover, the capacity to express tliis knowledge in 
vigorous prose and both his 'Ramhles and Recollections' 
and his 'Ramaseeana' remain important works for the 
historical appreciation of the significance and nature of 
Thuggee. They are undoubtedly the main source for 
the latest work on the subject, Colonel Sleeman's 'Thug, 
or A Million Murders'. Prior to Sleeman, the most 
authoritative work on Thuggee was a monologue ('Of 
the Murderers called Phansigars') drawn up by 
Dr. Sherwood in 1816 in Madras and incorporated in 
Sleeman's 'Ramaseeana'*. 

Though the period has thus been well covered, any 
additional documentary evidence relating to the practice 
of Thuggee is important, as the fact that organised mur­
der on such an extensive scale was possible in a highly 
developed state of Indian civilization can never cease to 
be significant in the history of India. Moreover, the 
unique part played by the officers of 'the Saugor and Ner­
budda Territories in the suppression of this criminal trade 
gives the records preserved in the Central Provinces 
Secretariat a special importance. 

• Pages 327-362 edit. Calcutta I 836. 



11 INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The Collection of papers presented here is not in­
tended to be exhaustive as the administrative work of 
dealing with a problem of such intricate detail and wide 
extent led naturally to an exceedingly voluminous corres­
pondence. Selection has, however, been made to illus­
tr_ate some of the more difficult administrative problems, 
e.g., the question of the validity of the approvers' evid­
ence; the method of dealing with Thugs not actively parti­
cipating in the murder but accesimries to the crime ; the 
relations of the Department for the Suppression of 
Thuggee with Native States; and the congestion of the 
courts caused by the numerous bands of thugs eventual­
ly brought to book and the almost innumerable murders 
with which they were each ch~rged. 

The history of Sleeman is the hi"story of Thuggee sup­
pression. It is to be read in his autobiographical 'Ram­
bles and Recollections' and 'A Journey through Oudh', 
and in the introduction to his scholarly 'Ramaseeana', 
as well as in the more recent semi-biographical 'Thug 
or A Million Murders'. Sleeman thus modestly de­
scribes how he came to undertake this most laborious and 
painful duty, and the stations from which he exercised 
his jurisdiction : -

"When I first undertook the duty of superintending 
the operation for the arrest of these gangs, and of collect­
ing the evidence for the cases in which they were to be 
committed for trial, the most laborious and painful that I 
have ever performed, I had the civil charge of the dis­
trict of Jubulpore on the Nurbudda river. As that of 
Saugor was more central, and consequently more eligible, 
I was in January 1831 transferred to the civil charge of 
that district during the absence of Mr. C. Fraser on sick 
leave to the hills. On his return in January 1832, he re­
sumed charge of the revenue and civil duties, and left me 
the crimi,!lal, which I continued to discharge till January 
1835, while Captain Low continued to officiate for me in 
t~e civil charge of the .Tubbulpore district. By the resolu­
tion of Government of the 10th January 1835 my head-
9uarters were transferred back to Jubbulpore; and hav­
m~ the gene:al superintendence of all proceedings preli­
mu:iary to trial over the whole field of our operations, 
which had now extended from Lahore to the Carnatic, 
I was relieved from everv other charge''. 

Thus during the bri~f period in Sleeman's career be­
tween 1831 and 1843 Thuggee was almost completely 
stamped out. During this time he held the. office of 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE Ill 

Assistant to the Agent at Narsinghpur and then at Jub­
bulpore. Eventually he was transferred to Saugor as a 
more convenient centre for supervising Central India, 
and was appointee.I Superintendent of the operations in 
1835 : and subsequently Commissioner for the suppres­
sion of Thuggee and Dacoity ii} 1839. During the opera­
tions more than 1,400 Thugs were hanged and transported 
for life, one of whom confessed to having committed over 
700 murders. Detection was only possible by means of 
informers, for whose protection from the vengeance of 
their associates a special gaol was established at Jubbul­
pore. Thereafter Sleeman was moved first to Gwalioi: 
(1843-49) and then to Lucknow (1849-56). He died 
at sea on his way home on February 10, 1856, just prior 
to th<;. outbreak of the mutiny, which he would doubtless 
have felt as the break-up of his life's work. His monu­
ment, however, survives in a country where the robber 
rides on his raids no more. 

These papers contain high tribute to his character 
and abilities from contemporary officers-a remarkable 
thing in a country, where he must, by his very position, 
have been subject to all the petty personal and service 
jealousies ~f officialdom. . His of[1cial corres~ondence, at 
present bemg collected . m the Cei:itral ~~ovmces Se~re­
tariat, further reveals his outstandmg ability and assidu­
ous attention to duty that lifted him out of the contempo­
rary scene. When he advocates rent remissions, it is 
with all the figures, all the local experience, all the human 
sympathy and all the vigour of literary style at his com­
mand. His recommendations so vigorously urged are 
seldom rejected and generally (albeit reluctantly by a 
Government whose revenues were still precarious) accept­
ed. His knowledge of crops and their diseases, the pea­
santry's perpetual burden of debt, and the need of care­
ful readjustments in every detail of the Settlements of the 
districts under his control is as remarkable as his know­
ledge of the wiles of the Thugs. A servant of Govern­
ment, like his many contemporaries on the Indian scene 
he has escaped the oblivion that engulfs so much officiai 
work, by his purposeful· energy directed to a great task, 
and perhaps in part to a masterful and tireless pen cap-­
able of words that burned their way into tl].e hearts as well 
as the minds of men. 

It is true that much of the information relating to the 
manners and customs of Thugs embodied in these papers 
has already been incorporated- in the publications of 
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Sleeman and Meadows Taylor. The interest, however, 
of original documents is that the information is present­
ed unembellished and with factual accuracy. l\1erely 
going through these p_apers illustrates how from the first 
out-burst of moral indignation at the realization of the full 
enormity of this nefarious 4rade there was built up an ela­
borate administration to eradicate the evil, which even­
tually with its ramifications covered all India. The 
industry and unflagging application of those who had to 
bring the thugs to book as well as those who had to en­
dure the ennui of the innumerable and protracted trials 
.was prodigious. -

One of the early letters describes the extent of 
Thuggee and the methods, including the branding of con­
victed Thugs, proposed to deal with it. In paragraph 4 of 

Pages 12 and letter 6 we have an instance (forcibly expressed) of the 
13• moral indignation which the whole business aroused. In 

the same letter are discussed various administrative mea­
sures to deal with the problem including the vexed ques­
tion of what was to be done with associate-informers 

Page 2 

Page 14• (paragraph 9). 

The depositions of thug prisoners contained in these 
records reveal illuminating flashes on how quondam res­
pectable peasants and tradesmen were initiated into the 
rites of this gruesome profession. Amanoola, the per­
petrator of countless murders, confesses that he was linked 

Page 18• to the thugs by the casual connection of marriage. He 
likewise describes the favourite method of dispersal of 

P 19 27 forces used by the thug bands on their excursions. The 
ages - • subsequent deposition of Haimraj is an epic on the revolt­

ing subject of organised wholesale murder. 

The deposition of Poorun reveals a curious result of 
t~e pa~ification of the country and the suppression of 
Pmdan free-booting under British administration. "It 
was before the establishment of tranquillity over the 
country", he says, "that I served under Oudev Sin<Sh at 
whi_ch time our excursions were neither carried to so great 
a distance as they have since been nor were so lucrative 
or certain, for in tho.se days trave'uers, particularly with 
much property, seldom ventured to oo from one place to 
another without being well escorted or in large parties 

P 27 d and we feared the Pindaries and other mounted plunder-
3

~8~ an ers as much as other classes did-not connected with 
th " . em. 

I 

!: 

:i 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE V 

Actually this depositio·n ranks with its predecessor in 
its discursive and epic quality. It includes in the cross­
examination an exact account, replete with grisly detail, Pages 30 and 

of the methods of murder these gangs ordinarily 31. 
employed. 

The subsequent papers are mainly concerned with 
the administrative problems connected with the suppres-
sion. For instance, on pages 41, 42 the question of 
'' general warrants'' and the infringement on the common 
criminal law that these entail is discussed. Then in 
paragraph 35 of the same lengthy letter, which examines Page 52. 
minutely each detail of administration, the proposal to 
create the post of Superintendent of Thugs (which Slee-
man later so successfully occupied) is mooted. Sleeman's 
name, with an allusion to his manifest qualifications for PaJ4s 53 and 

the post, is actually advanced as the officer most capable • 
of filling the appointment. The letter incidentally cites 
an illustration of the extreme bravado and dadng of 
which thugs were capable. On this occasion at 
Lakhnadon a band of thugs murdered a large party of 
travellers within a stone's throw of the town and a hundred 
yards from the servants and tent~ of a Government officer 
(paragraph 11). Page 47. 

The evid~nce of :Motee, approver, shows the minute Page 61. 

detail with which the depositions of such persons was 
recorded ; the name of every thug mentioned is number-
ed for subsequent verification from any similar confession 
recorded elsewhere; page 63 of this deposition, for 
instance, is simply an unending catalogue of murderous 
crime, perpetrated apparently for the most part, for a 
trifling gain of a few rupees. 

At page 77 we find the phrase that l\1eadows Taylor 
used so effectively in his introduction to 'Confessions of 
a Thug' : ''Thugs themselves acknowledge that like 
tigers whenever they have tasted human blood, thev can­
not be deterred from attacking the human species ·when­
ever they find an opportunity". 

The Agent at Jubhulpore writing to the Agent at 
Si~la stresses the need for _having men "of energy of 
mmd and honest determrnat1on to prosecute this public 
dutv". He even goes ~o for 8~ 1·0 say that "the Native 
Government~ are entirely Hl'lfit to he entrusted with a task 
which must be pursued without regard to private interests 
and uninfluenc~<:1 h'I· the depraved passion of individuals". Pa80_4• r:se 



Page 92. 

Para 92, 
page 126 

P11ge 105. 

vi INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The curious fact that army sepoys often fell the 
easiest prey to thugs is commented on at page 85 : -

"Sepoys trusting to their strength and coura~e 
are easilv allured to their destruction by the submis­
sive and· wily conduct of these accomplished villains. 
The Thugs evidently find it as easy to destroy both 
the confident soldier as the timid and fearful treasure-. ,, 
earner. 

Then follows one of the most interesting discussions 
in these papers arising out of the administrative measures 
adopted to combat the evil: A munshi in the employ of 
the Agent at Saugor, with the help of certain Thug 
approvers in an excess of zeal arrested a Brahman and a 
sepoy in the employ of the Bharatpur Raja on a charg_e 
of thuggee without even reporting his arrival to the Poh-

• tical Agent at Bharatpur. The controversy that ensued 
on this debacle is both wordv and violent, waged with all 
the zeal of a pen charged ";ith departmental fury. This 
is not the last time that Saugor officers have been in con­
flict with the "superior'' Political Agents of Central 
India: and doubtless official correspondence will be so 
enlivened again. • 

The lengthy letter at pages 104-126 is an accurate 
and detailed account of the ~hole svstem and practice of 
thuggee, showing_ remarkahle insight- into the manners and 
c~stoms of thugs derived appare.ntly largely from "Cap­
tain Sleeman". The letter alludes to the part played by 
the dispersal of the Pindari and Marhatta free-booting 
ban_ds in fost~ring thuggee ; ::ind castigates the misguided 
policy of leniency towards people associated with the 
tra1e. "Without intending it, and with the sincerest 
~esire t<? _render strict justice", this vigorous writer says, 

the Bntish Authorities have in a manner made them­
s_elves accessories to the subsequent Thug~ees, which the 
liberated Thugs committed to pay for their ransom"-an 
even sadder eventuality than when the over-lenient magis­
trates of to~ay release habitual burglars on bail only to 
learn of th~1r further depredations committed with the 
laudable ob1ect of meetin6 their financial obligations under the law! b 

. 'J:h~ same shr_ewd judge cautions the higher authori-
t~es ~gamst applym~ their English notions of justice lo 
~!{vation~ outside th_e scope of prevailing English law. 

e cat ry onr En,czhsh notions into practice in a country 
~vhere th~y are unsuitable and therehv work evil; while 
Intent on administering justice, we protect the law]es~ 
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assassins at the expense of the lives of numerous honest 
men. Gratitude to them (released thugs) is unknown and 
the bosom frien<l and benefactor, nay, their preservers 
from prison and death, as has been too often exemplified 
in these trials, are remorselessly sacrificed at the shrine 
of wealth''. 

Not the least interesting part of this writer's com­
ments on the manners and customs of Thugs is his note on 
the omens which they so scrnpulously interpreted and 
obeyed: 

''The Ass, the Deer, and the Jackal, are considered 
the auspicious four-legged beasts, and omens from either 
of these are more Yal11ed th:in the call o[ one hundred of 
the most auspicious of the feathered tribe. If a Partridge 
and a Shamah call at the same time, or if the partridges 
are heard to call first to the right, and then to the left, 
or if the note of a Shamah is heard on the right, and the 
braying of an Ass to the left, the Omens are considered 
auspicious and the gang proceed on the expedition." 

Thus in these pages will be found an account that 
supplements in many material particulars anything hither­
to published on the suppression of Thuggee. They are 
essentially a tribute to the honesty, vigour and high sense 
of public duty of those officers entrusted with the respons-
ibility of suppressing this evil. • 

NAGPUR: 

J. W. MELDRUM, 
Under Secretary to Gove1·nment, 

Central Provi1ices and Bera,. 

The 2211d Nov. 193,. 
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SELECTED RECORDS 
RELATING TO THE 

SUPPRESSION OF THUGGEE 
1829-1832. 

[COLLECTED FROM THiE CENTRAL PROVINCES 
AND_ BER.AR CIVIL SECRETARIAT] 

. CORRESPONDENCE 
.fob bu/pore D11. S11pplc111e11tary Records C. F. No. 7 / 1830 

(Th11r,!gec Department.) 
Extract from a general letter from the Hon'ble the Court (?~ 

Directors, dated the 6th April 1830 

* * * * Paragraph 8.-"\\!e are sorry to perceive a great increase 
in the reported number of murders by Thugs. In cases coming 
under this denomination the perwns murdered who are com­
monlr travellers or Pilgrims, are first stupified by Drugs clan­
destinely put in their food and then robbed. In some instances 
the persons so plundered have survived, but they have generally 
been found dead in \\1ells or in Fields by the road side stabbed 
or strangled. There are inst:rncc8 of this Crime in several 
Zillahs of the Western Provinces, but in most of them it is un-
k11own. In Cawnpore, Futtehporc :rnd Allahabad, it has been Fatehpur 
moi;t frequent, and the Police have scarcely ever been successful 
in tracing the offenders. The reports in regard to this offence 
in some of the Districts arc very vague. Bodies of persons found 
in such a state that it could not he known whether they had 
been murdered or not, arc given as cases of murder by Thugs. 
It is stated by the Magistrate of Futtehpore, a district in which Fatehpur 
these offences arc common, that in the ccurse of a year in his 
Jurisdiction nor lesi; than 120 persons fall into wells, it may 
therefore be r,uspccted that in mam· instances persons are report-
ed to have been murdered by Thugs who have in truth died 
from some accident. On frc other hand it is often stated in the 
Superintendent's Reports that reveral bodies have been found 
in a Field or in a well and these arc ~ct down altogether, as a 
case of murder by Thugs, and although in the figured State-
ments the number of cases of murder by Thugs in the two 
years 1826-1827, i& said to be 96, the number of persons reported 
to have been murdered by Thugs is 174. \Ve are by no means 
satisfied with the proceedings of the Public Officers in regard to 
offences of thil- clas~. These exertions have been but too plain-
ly unsuccessful, yet ,vc know no reason why some effective 
measures might. not be a9opted by_ an able and zealous Magis-
trate with a sufficient Police Establishment so that many of the 
offenders might be detected and the Crime in a great degree put 
~own in places where it was mo~t prevalent. \Ve trust that you 
will endeavour to ha\"t~ the Report'> of the cases of Thugs classed 
as ~ccu:-ately as possible in the Statements, and that you will 
exact from the Local Officeri- :1 strict at1c1:tion to their duties in 
regard to the di::covery :ind ;1pprehensic·n of the offenders." 

.TunrcrAL DEPARTMENT: 

/'lie I.5th September 1830. 
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To 
F. C. SMITH, EsQR., 

Agent, to the Govcrnor-Gc11cral, 
Saugor and the Ncrbmlda Territories. 

SIR, 
* 

3. Adverting 
Recapitulation of 

Sentence. 
No. Death. 

I Sheikh Mudaree. 
2 Pultoo. 
3 Radha Kishen. 
4 Bowanny Pershad. 
5 Sheikh Bhugwan. 
6 Beharee. 
7 Omereva-
8 Jafer Khan. 
9 Ooleya. 

IO Kalee Khan. 
22 Zurha. 

11 Persons. 

. Transporattion for life. 

13 Behader Khan. 
19 Kurharec. 

2 persons. 

Impriso11111e11t for 
fourteen years. 

12 Zaber Khan. 
14 Noor Khan. 
15 Busseer Khan. 
21 Guness Bramin. 

4 Persons. 

lmpriso11111e11t for seven 
years. 

11 Goneya Gooja 
16 Ganess Aheer • 
17 Purun. • 
II! Bhoojan. 
20 lllahee Buksh 
23 Moosa Khan. • 
24 Sunere. 

7 Persons. 

To be released 
011 security. 

25 Kasee Ram. 

I Person. 

U11co!1ditio11al relcau 
"26 Heera. 

I Person 

* * * 
to the inveterate habits of the individuals 
brought up to the horrid profession of 

Thuggee and to the obvious expediency of 

setting a mark on those who have been 

convicted of this crime and condemned to 

certain periods of imprisonment to be after­

wards released on security, His Lordship 

in Council is pleased to direct that in addi­

tion to the infliction of imprisonment, the 

Thugs now under that sentence should be 

branded with the Godna on some part of 

their body not exposed to view, so that they 

may be recognized as old offenders should 

they again be apprehended in the pursuit of 

their inhuman calling after their liberation 

from Jail. Their names and the words 

"Convicted Thug" may be stamped on the 

back or shoulders of all sentenced to seven 

years' imprisonment and upwards, a devia­

tion from the Regulations fully warranted 

by the enormity of the Crimes of Thuggee 

which firstly placed those who practised it 
beyond the pale of Social Law. 
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4. With regard to the two individuals No. 13 Bahadar 
Khan, and No. l':i l\urharee !>Cntcnced to transportation for life, 
you will forward rhcm, under safe custody, with their warrants 
to the Superintendent of the Allipore Jail, who will be duly 
apprized of this order and will be prepared to carry the sentences 
into effect. 

5. ·with reference to the 14 paragraph of your letter 
drawing the attention of the Go\'ernor-General in Council to 
the proposition by Captain Sleeman in his letter to your 
address of the 13th M:1y last, namel-y that the entire manage-
ment of the District of Bhilsa should be obtained from Sindia's 
Government, and be made the scat of some efficient Military 
and Police Establishment with a view to afford adequate pro-
tection to Travellers p:issing to and from Saugor and Malwa, 
I am directed to observe that, however anxious the Governor-
General in Council is lo give clTcct to whatever may conduce 
to the suppression of the system of Thuggee in the Districts 
alluded to, His Lordship in Council apprehended that the 
Durb:1r of Gwalior would not willingly consent to such an 
arrangement, and th:1t even if it did, the remedy would not be 
elTcctual while it would necessarily entail a very heavy 
expense. His Lordship in Council proposes, therefore, to 
instruct the Resident at Gwalior to represent the state of the 
cnse to the Regent Bhye and her Ministers and to urge on 
them the paramount :md imperious duty of using their utmost 
exertions to suppress the Thug system in the Bhilsah and other BhilsL 
Districts subject to their authority in which it is said to prevail 
by issuing the most positive orders on the subject to the Aumils 
:ind other Officers in charge, :111d by directing them to co-ope-
rate zealously and cordially with the British Functionaries in 
the adjacent parts. 

6. His Lordship in Council entirely approves of the steps 
you have taken with regard to Beharee Lau! the Gomashta of 
:1 Bnnking I-louse at Indore, whom there is much ground to sus­
pect of being connected with the Thug Leaders and of employ­
ing them in the manner and for the purpose, described by 
Captain Sleem~in should the Magistrate of H ummeerpore, in Hamirpur 
compliance with your app_lication of !he 7th April last, have 
seized Beharee Lall, and his Thug retainers and forwarded them 
to. you, His. Lordship in Coun~i! will appr~ve of your tak!ng 
evidence agamst them, a~d retammg them m custody pendmg 
a report" of your proceedings to Government. 

7. The attention of the Residents at Indore, Gwalior and 
H-'derabad and the Agent to the Governor-General in Bunde!- Bundelkhand. 
cand will be called to the subject of your and Captain Sleeman's 
remarks on the probable result of delivering over to Native 
States or their Officers, Individuals connected or suspected of 
being Thugs. These funct•onaries will be called on to prosecute 
the subject of enquiry w_ith regard to the instances enumerated 
in which convicted Thugs have been made over to the parties 
who have been plundered, for the purpose of assisting them in 
recovering the lost property, and who, it is to be feared, are 
little scrupulous as to the sources from whence the Individuals 
so employed derive the means of reimbursing them for the 
losses they have sustained. 
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8. On the subject o( the 19th paragraph of your letter, . I 
am directed to acquaint you that the Governor-General m 
Council is pleased to !ianction, on the grounds stated by you, 
the pardon of the Witness Hurria, and to authorize you to 
imprison the other \Vitnesscs Thakoor Doss alias Mahadeo and 
Mohabut and Maharaj until they furnish the security required 
for their good conduct in future. His Lordship in Council 
further approves of your holding out to the above-mentioned 
witnesses hopes of a mitigation of their sentence, should they 
give such evidence as may lead to the seizure and conviction of 
the Gang of Noor Khan c:lias Goolab. With regard to these 
organized Bands of inhuman wretches whose profession and 
livelihood is coid blooded murder, the Governor-General in 
C.ouncil deems it of the greatest importance to endeavour to 
break up if possible, the whole system by the apprehension of 
the principal leaders who must be well known. You are 
accordingly requested to consult with Captain Sleeman and 
other local Functionaries who h:1ve the best means of obtain­
ing information, and lo report the measures that you would 
recommend as most likely to effect so desirable an object. By 
the secret employment, under due precautions of some of the 
witnesses and approvers stimulated by the promise of a liberal 
reward on the conviction of the Leaders in question, such a 
knowledge mi_ght be acquired of their plans for their next 
annual excursion as might greatly facilitate their apprehensions 
by the British Authorities, if timely apprized of the probable 
scene of their operations. 

* * * * 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, Humble Servant, 

G. W. SWINTON, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

FORT WILLIAM : 

4th August 1830. 

To 

SIR, 

F. C. SMITH, EsQR., 

Agent to the Govcr11or-General, 

Saugor and N crb11dda Territories. 

• 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 15th Ultim!), forwardin,q copy of a letter addressed 
by vou to the Agent 111 Rundclcand and of one to the Resident 
at indore respecting the apprehension of certain Thuggs and in 
reply to convey to you the approbation of the Govern~r-Gene­
ral for the exertions made by you and by Captain Sleeman 

_I 
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your Assistant for the purpose of tracing out and bringing to 
punishment the gangs of Thuggs whose atrocities have so long 
infested the Country. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. W. SWINTON. 

CAMP AT ALLAHABAD : 
The 3rd Dcwml,er 1830. 

To 

SIR, 

F. C. SMITH, EsQR., 

£4gent to the Got•crnor-General, 

Sa11gor and N urbadda Territories. 

I am directed to transmit to you for your information and Pol. Deptt. 
guidance the annexed copies of a Despatch dated 8th Ultimo 
from the Resident at Indore and of my reply of this date. 

FORT WILLIAM : 

eth October 1830. 

ro 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, Humble servant, 

G. W. SWINTON, 
Chic} Secretary to GO'i.'ernment. 

COPIES 

No. 6 

INDOlili 

September 8th, l8;J(1 

G. SWINTON, EsQR., 

SIR, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 

Fort William. 

I herewith enclose particulars regarding six prisoners now in 
Captain Borthwick's custody lying under a presumption of their 
being criminals of the Thug profession and request the order6 
of Government as to the disposal of them. 
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2. Four of the number, -..·zz., Bukkut, Kinda, Gungaram 
~ind Khimoly have been recognized by some or other of their 
fellow Thugs who turned informers, under circumstances which 
leave no room to doubt their having been members of the Gang 
tha 1 cut off the Trearnre remittance of Dhunraj Pokur Mui in 
Candesh in 1827, a portion of which it would appear was seized 
along with them by the .lh:111sy authorities and I would suggest 
that they be transported for life. Should Government however 
not think fit in the actual slate of the evidence and proceedings 
against them to adopt this suggestion, I would recommend 
thar they should be transmitted to the Governor-General's 
Agent in Bundelcund with the present evidence, in order that 
assisted by the light it affords he m;1y prosecute further enqui­
ries I cgarding them in that part of the Country, with a view of 
obtaining further informntion towards the establishment either 
of their criminality or of their innocence, so as to enable Gov­
ernment according to the results to decide the better of the dis­
posal of them. Should this course again seem to Government 
unsuitable, 1 would suggest that they be made over to the Indore 
Authorities who with the despoiled Sahokars would turn the 
possession of their persons to such account as they might be 
able, in their object of recovering the plundered property. 
But in this ca·,c they would be ultimately released to prey upon 
society :inew, instead of- being made an example of, as justice 
and expediency so much rec;uire they should be, if really mur­
derers and robbers as they appear. to me pro\'ed beyond doubt 
to be. 

3. With regard to the property in custody with them, I 
should recommend that it he at :ill events delivered to the 
Sahokars Dhunraj Pokurmal, being to all appearance part of 
their plundered property although they cannot positively swear 
to the identity of the mixed coins of which it is composed as 
being such, and not claimed by any other party. 

4. \Vith regard to the other two prisoners Drigpal and 
Ramchund, it is manifest from the evidence appearing on these 
proceedings that there arc two notorious Thug associates of 
those names, who murdered a Soubadar n':ar Dhar in this prov­
ince and carried off his child; but the p~1soners though of the 
same names, :1nd taken up as such crim111als at the indication 
of the Thug leaders Motee and Dhun<;>a who found it conve­
nient for their own purposes to turn mfo_rmers, yet have not 
heen sufficiently identified as the notonot!s 1 hug. lead_ers 
Drigpal and Ramchund referred 10, to admit of their being 
sentenced to punishment :1s such., l Jw<?~ld recommend there-. 
fore that they be trans1~1ittcd _to tn~ I ol1tical Agcl}t at 9walior 
of which territory they arc inhabitants, alon~. with_ this evi­
dence, in order that he may Pr<?secut~ cnqumes with a view 
to their identification or ol hcrw1se with. the noted Thugs of 
the same names and if he sho~ild ascertarn them t_o be clearly 
the identical individuals, ;1nd 1t should be asc~rtamed that a 
Soubadar and his child who rn_ay_ hav~ been tak1_ng the road in 
question have been ;1ctu:illy m1ss111g smce that time (for which 
purpose I shal_I put the Bombay Government in possession of 
the present evidences), I would suggest that they should be 
subjei::ted to transportatio.'1 for life. I may observe that about 
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rhe time at which Drigpal with his gang arc stated to have 
been on the ro:id between I\1ow and Baroda and to have mur- Mhow. 
dered the Soubadar near Dh~r reason was given for a belief 
that one or more individu:1ls belonging to the Bombay Force 
in Malwa were murdered by Thu_g gangs in their progress along 
the road in question, :111d one or two of them near to Dhar; 
:rnd a number of men were actually t:ikcn up at the time in 
the l\tlow cantonment under strong 1:uspicion of their being 
on': of these gang;, but were rcle:1scd again from a w::mt of proof 
against them. 

5. While on the subject I may observe that the compre­
hensive i;;et of proceedings taken with the gangs of Thugs 
dwellin_g in the Bundelk11nd :111d Gwalior direction, and the 
examples that have been m:1dc of :oome of them and have been Bundelkhand. 
kept hanging over othcri;, have hccn attended :1pparently with 
vcrv beneficial eHects. Thcv w,,pltl now :1ppcar to feel that 
the)· are ,veil known m1d cai111ot reckon on pursuing the voca-
tion of Thugs with the same impunit~, as heretofore. There 
are evidences too, as will be found in the enclosed documents, 
of the proceedings t:1ken :1[!ains1 them having had the effect of 
generating suspicion,, deadly enmities and divisions among 
them, which by destroying their confidence in one another 
must h:1ve a considerable tendency to break up their associa-
tiom,; and it becomes ;1 matter of importance that the impres-
sion should not he allowed to weaken by :-111y appearance of 
laxity or unnecei;s:1ry lenience in rc.~ard tq them on our part. 
l t may be attributed ;1s a consequence of the proceedings we 
haYe been takir.g with them :ind the impression created thereby, 
that no gan.l!s of the kind h:ive infested Malwa that I can hear 
of during the past season, whereas scarcely a season passed be-
fore in which this prcvincc h:1s been free from visitations from 
them. 

I have, &c., 

(Sd.) G. ,vELLESLEY, 

Rcside-nt. 

Proceedin~s of Mr. Fra~er, Actin~ Agent in the Saugor and 
Nurbudda Territories dated the 4th November 1829 

Government Prm;ecutor, in the eai;c of Bukut, Kinda, 
Gungaram, Khcmolee and Bhikaree. sent from Jhansee, and 
Motee. Dhirrooa, Drigpal, and Ramchund brought in prisoners 
from Gwalior. 

In the year 1828 Kullian Sin.~, Jumndar of Thugs, Baz Khan, 
Dowlut and other informers gave in a list of the names of 23 rob­
bers who were inh:1bitants of the Jhamee country. The list 
was sent to the Agent in Bundelcund with a Roobukaree 
recuesting that the offenders migh_t be apprehended and in 
consequence of the injunctions_ of. t_h:it gentleman the Soahadar 
of Jhansee seized five of the md1v1duals above mentioned and 
sent them to this place with r,ome of the Sahookars' propertv 
which was found :., their posses"ion. The examination of th~ 

Jhansi. 

Jhansi. 
Bundelkhand. 
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prisoners took place on the 21st January 1828 when it appear­
ed that they had not been engaged in robbing the house of 
Seetaram Jeewan Ram at Jubbulpore, hu.t it was shown by 
the evidence of the informer Motee, that they had plundered 
the remittance of Dhunraj Phokur Mull between Malygam 
and Dhoolia, consisting of Jewels, gold and si Iver, to the 
amount of 23,000 Rupees, and murdered the seven persons who 
were in charge of it. 

A Roobukaree was afterwards received from the Resident 
at Gwalior enclosing an Urzee from Kishen Purshad, Holkur's 
Vukeel at Si_ndia's Durbar, stating that the informers Motee and 
Dhirrooa had been engaged in plundering the remittance of 
Dhunraj Phokur Mull between Malygam and Dhoolia. An 
English letter with statement to the same purport was subse­
quently received from the Resident at Indore. A letter has 
21s0 lately :irri,·ed from the Resident . at Nagpore enclosing 
an Urzee from Manik Ram Goomastha of Dhunraj Phokur 
Mull requesting that Motee and Dhirrooa might- be sent to 
Gwalior or Alumpoor in order that the plundered property 
might be recovered. 

It appears that the five prisoners sent from Jhansee, thou~h 
not implicated in the Jubhulpoor robbery were engaged in 
ph1~derin~ the remittance near Malygam. The Statements 
received from Gwalior and Indore represent that the informers 
Motee and Dhirrooa were also parties in the latter offence and 
the Resident at Gwalior from a belief in their guilt put them 
both in irons and sent them back from that place where they 
had gone for the purpose of pofotin.l! out Dacoits. Under the 
circumstances it is necessary that the five .Thansce prisoners with 
the property found npon them, the two informers Motee and 
Dhirrooa, and also Drigpal a11d Ramchnnd who have been 
hronght in from the Gwalior Country, should all be sent to 
Indore in order that they may point out the property of Dhun­
raj Phokur Mull, and they are directed to he sent accordingJv 
under a suitable guard. • 

To 

SIR, 

* 

G. WELLESLEY, EsoR., 
Resident at lndore. 

* 

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch 
of the 8th Ultimo, submittin1 the proceedings regarding six 
prisoners now in the c11stodv of Captain Borthwick, under a pre­
wmption of their heing Thugs. 

2. With respect to four of the number, m1mely, Bukkut 
Kinda, Gungaram and Khemaly, His Lordi:.hip in Council deem~ 
it the most advisable course thM, ~is i;uggested by you, those 
individuals i:hould he forwarded under safe custody to the 
Agent to the Governor-General in Rundelcund, with the pre­
sent evidence against them, in order that he may prosecute the 
Pnquiry re_g-arding their guilt and identity, when he will be 
directed to report the result of his investigation for the fina1 
nrders of Government. 

l 
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3. The property found in their possession may be made 
~ver to the Sahookars as recommended in the 3rd paragraph 
of your letter. 

4. Regarding the remaining two prisoners, Drigpaul and 
Ram Chand, His Lordship in Council, views with some suspi­
cion, the evidence of the Thug Leaders, Motee and Dhurrooa, 
who, it is stated, found it convenient for their own purposes to 
turn informers against them. It appears therefore that the 
most expedient procedure, will be to adopt the suggestion sub­
mitted by you in the 5th paragraph of your despatch that they 
should be sent to the Resident at Gwalior for the pu_r_pose of 
thnt Officer holding further enquiries into their case. You will 
accordingly be pleaFed to forward the two Prisoners to toe 
Acting Resident and he will be instructed to report his pro­
ceedings to Government, when orders will be passed on their 
case. 

5. The information contained in the concluding paragraph 
of your letter, of the good effect already produced by the mea­
sures adopted against the Thugs, is highly satisfactory. His 
Lordship in Council trusts that by the continued zeal and acti­
vity of the local British Authorities, in tracing and bringing to 
trial and punishment on conviction, these common Pests of 
Society, the Thug association may be completely broken up and 
the Countries which have been the scene of their atrocities, be 
cleared of them entirely. With this view, it will be the duty of 
the several British Functionaries to maintain a frequent corres­
pondence with each other, and communicate whatever new 
information they may acquire respecting their plans and 
rendez\"ous on the return of the season for their annual excur­
sions. 

I ha\Te, &c., 

(Sd.) G. SWINTON, 
r:Jiief Secretary to Government. 

FORT vVILLIAM : 
Sth October 1830. 

To 
F. C. SMITH, ESQUIRE, 

Agent to the Go11crnor-Gencral, 
Saugor and the Ncrbudda Territories. 

SIR, 
Witt~ advertence to my separate Despatch under this date 

regarding certain Thugs apprehended at Indore, and to the 
accompanying copy of :i letter which appeared in one of the 
periodical papers published at the Presidency, the Governor-
General in Council deems the pr~sent a ~tting opportunity for Pol. Deptt. 
following up the recent P:ocecd10gs. against those barbarous 
associations, and endeavounn~ to extirpate _the evil by th( 
apprehension of all the notorious Le:1ders still at large. 

2. With this view, you will he pleased to put yourself in 
communication· with the Officer who was present at the execu­
tion of the 11 Thugs :.H Jubbulpore, and endeavour to ascertain 

4 
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the ,vriter of the letter who appears to possess extensive know­
ledge of the character and habits of the Thugs, and to have 
acquired his information from those individuals who have been 
employed as approvers. You will request him to commu1ticate 
to you such further particulars as may be consistent with his 
knowledge and calculated to promote the object in view of 
apprehending the Thug Sirdars still at liberty. You will then 
be pleased to consider the means of apprehending the parties 
alluded to, whether by the offer of rewards, the employment of 
spies near the Temple at which they are said to make their 
votive offerings before setting out on their periodical excur­
sions, or in such other mode as may appear to be most advis­
able, and report your sentiments for the consideration of 
Government. It would be superflucus to caution you against 
the danger of the approvers who may be employed, conspiring 
for the sake of reward or from motives of enmity to accuse 
innocent individuals and convert their agency for the detection 
of criminals into a guilty source of gain or revenge for them­
selves. 

3. It is to be presumed that the persons of the most notori­
ous leaders are well known to their comrades now in custody, 
~nd one good security against imposition on the part o~ the 
mform_er:s would be, to obtain from them singly and without 
the pnvity of each other, a general list of all the noted Th1;1gs 
k~own to them, with a description of their persons, a~e, nativh 
village, etc. These accounts might be compared with ~ac 
0ther, and would serve as some check against false accusatlb~s 
on one han_d, while on the other, they would strongly corr9 d 
rre th e evidence of identity, if an individual hereafter ~elZI 
5 • ould be found to correspond with the description pre:to~S ~ 
gi;1en by several approver.s without previous communicatio 
with each other. 

11 4• . Another useful purpose which would be answered by 
C? ectT~ from all quarters descriptions of the persons of noto; 
nous ugs would be, the spread of _general alarm amongs 
t~ose lea_ders every one of whom would become distrustful of 
~s asB0~1.ates, lest ~~ should be betrayed and delivered up to 
wiu ntish a11thont1cs; and thus the most successful me~ns 
h Id h9h employed of breaking up the formidable bands whichd 
d:ivte it erto. been assembled every season for extensive an 

is ant excursions. ' 

and S. t'1!is Lordship. in Council relies on the approved zeal 
in bri~ 1;~ty alicady_ displayed by yourself and Captain Sleen;ian, 
Of th g . ghto cond!gn ounishment some of the most notorious 

ese in uman wret h d • ' • t lity the abominabl c es, an if through your tnstrumen ~ , 
ed you . e r?ce of Th_ugs should be ultimately extermmat-
th~ highe!~r~cesd Inf th e c1ause·of humanity, would entitle you to 

ee o app ause. 

I have the honour to be, 
Y Sir, 

our most obedient, Humble servant, 

G. W. SWINTON, 
FORT WILLIAM . Chief Secretary to Government 

8th Ot:tober 1830. 
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To 

SIR, 

1 I 

COPIES 

No. 32 

G. SvVINTON, ESQR., 

Chief Secretary to Cloi•ern111e11t, 

Fort William. 

I have the honour to transmit for the information and 
orders of Government the Proceedings of Captain Borthwick 
in the case of a large Gang of Thugs apprehended by him on 
their return from an expedition into Guzerat. 

2. These proceedings detail so fully the system pursued by 
these Murderers that any comment or observatiorts on them 
seem quite superfluous, the guilt[y] of the party being established 
beyond all doubts. With reference, however, to the quantity and 
trifling value of the articles found in the possession of the 
Murderers, it may be proper to notice that this is satisfactorily 
~,ccounted for by the circumstances of the Party having only 
five days before their apprehension sent off, under charge of 
one of their leaders, almost all the booty they had collected 
on their expedition including of course everything of value. 

3. The expeditions of these murderous Gangs have of late 
years become the greatest calamities with which Malwa has been 
affiicted; and it will not fail to attract the notice of Govern­
ment that the very pacification of the Country has led to the 
extension of this murderous system to a degree unknown 
before. 

4. The invariable practice of putting to death the whole 
of their victims, the manner in which this is done, and the 
mode in which the Bodies are disposed of, renders the appre­
hension and conviction of these Gangs particularly difficult; and 
I therefore consider the seizure of so large a body of them as 
a most fortunate event for this Country, and likely, if capital 
punishment is inflicted on the greater part of them, to put a 
stop to such expeditions for a long period to come. The 
punishment however o_f these m~rd<:;rers to be e~ective in this 
respect ought, I conceive, to be mflicted at the different places 
from whence they come; and I cannot help trusting that Gov­
ernment will also adopt some measures both in our own 
territory, and in the dominions of our allies, to bring to condign 
punishment the village officers and other authorities of the 
Country who connive at the proceedings of these murderers 
and participate in their plunder. These can hardly be consi: 
dered as less guilty than the murderers themselves. 

S. I beg leave therefore to suggest that the leaders, and 
all of the party whose emp~oyment_ in the gang has been that of 
stranglers should suffer capital pumshment each at the village to 
which he belongs. Where the murderers come from places 
not within our jurisdiction, I can hardly anticipate any difficulty 
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in obtaining the assent of our Allies to make an example su 
requisite for th.e future safety of innocent. travellers thr:ough­
out Central India.. The rest of the Gang, with the exception of 
these to whom pardon has been promised, ought, I conceive, 
either to be banished from Hindoostan or confined for life. 

I have, &c., 

(Sd.) J. STEWART, 

Resident 
INDORE: 

12th August 1829. 

To 

SIR, 

Copy 

MAJOR STEW ART, 

Officiating Resident, 
Indore. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch 
of the 12th August submitting copies of a letter from Captain 
Borthwick and of proceedings held by him in the case of a 
Gang of Thugs, and to communicate to you the following obser­
vations and orders of the Governor-General in Council on the 
subject. 

• 2. Captain Borthwick is considered to merit great praise 
for the seizure of so large a Gang of those atrocious criminals 
and for the full and satisfactory evidence which he has obtained 
of their guilt. The depositions of Amaun-oolla and the other 
four accomplices who came forward on the promise of pardon 
afford the strongest proof of the whole of the Prisoners belonging 
to the Gang, and of the numerous murders committed by them in 
the course of their progrei;s through the several countries which 
were the. sce_ne of their deJ?redations. The discovery' of the 
dead bodies 1n the places po111tcd out by Amaun-oolla and the 
production an~ identification of some (?f th~ prope;ty found 
m the possession of the Gang, as detailed m the proceedings 
held by Captain Borthwick confirm. the depositions of the five 
Evidence, and establish the guilt of the parties beyond the possi­
bility of doubt. His Lordship in Council observes that one 
of the evidence, Khaimrauj deposed to no less than 71 Murders. 

3. These murders having been perpetrated in territories 
helonging to various Native_ Chiefs, and the perpetrators being 
inhabitants of various Distri-cts belonging to different authori­
ties, there is no Chief, in particular, to whom we could deliver 
them up for punishment, as their Sovereign or as the Prince 
C?f the Territory in which the crime had been committed. 

4. The hand. of these inhuma!1 1!10nsters being against every 
one and there being no country w1thm the range of their. annual 
excursions, from Bundelcund to Guzeraut, in wliich they have 
not committed murder, it appears to His Lordship in Council 
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that tiiey may be considered like Pirates, to be placed without 
the pale of social law, and be subjected to condign punishment 
hy whatever authority they may be seized and convicted. 

5. Under this view of the ca-se and adverting to the relative 
situation of the British Government as the paramount power, 
the Governor-General in Council has no hesitation in authoriz­
ing and directing capital punishment to be inflicted on the lead­
en,, and all of the Gang, who shall be proved to have been 
employed as the stranglers. \iVith regard to those who in de­
coying and enticing the victims to their fate, or in aiding to 
remove and conceal the bodies, must be held to be accessaries 
both before, and after the fact, they are equally criminal as 
the principals and deserving the same punishment of death, but 
His Lordship in Council authorizes you to commute the 
sentence of Capital punishment into transportation for life 
with hard labour beyond seas, or confinement for a certain term 
of years according to the c:rcumsta_nces of each particular case. 
Such of the Prisoners as have acted merely as followers of the 
Gang employment in the performance of Menial duties, such as 
Syces, or Grass Cutters, and did not, as accomplices, share in 
the plunder, and Boys also, under 14 years of age, of whom there 
are three or four amongst the prisoners, are to be kept in con­
finement for such periods as you m:1y consider proper. 

6. His Lordship in Council conceives that much difficulty, 
with risk of escape, would attend the plan suggested by you of 
executing the individuals condemnf:!d to suffer death, each at 
his own village, and deems it more expedient that the whole 
011 whom capital punishment is to be inflicted should be exe­
cuted at the place where they are now confined. It will be 
proper to .intimate to Holkar's Government the apprehension 
and conviction of the Gang, and the order which you have 
received for inflicting capital punishment on the murderers. 

7. Previously to deciding on the fate of each individual 
Prisoner (seventy-four in number) the Governor-General in 
Council desires that you will instruct Captain Borthwick to call 
them up singly in the order of enclosure No. 11 of Captain 
Borthwick's letter, in which their defence is contained, and 
take the evidence of the five witnesses as to the identity of the 
individual, his degree of connection with the Gang, as Leader, 
accomplice, or menial, and compare the evidence as given by 
each of those five approvers. Captain Borthwick will also hear 
whate,·er the Prisoners may desire to offer further in their 
defence, and wherever a doubt may exist in his mind as to the 
fact of the Party being one of the Gang (notwithstanding the 
identifi,cation of one or more of the Evidence) that individual 
is to have the benefit of the doubt, and his case to be reserved 
for further orders. In the Depositions submitted with your 
Despatch the cases of the Prisoners are not given in the same 
numerical order in each, and it becomes difficult in some in­
stances to know whether the witnesses refer to one and the 
same individual. 

8 .. By the course of proceeding now directed, the first 
Prisoner to be identified according to list in Enclosure No. 11 
is Omrao Sing. Each of the five Witnesses should be called 
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on in succession, and without the privity of one another to 
identify and name him, and· Captain Borthwick will keep a 
record of the proceeding stating his own opinion, regarding the 
establishment of the Prisoner's guilt, and the punishment to 
which, with reference to the obserrntion in a preceding part of 
this Letter, the Prisoner is subject. Captain Borthwick having 
completed these proceedings, will submit them to you, and you 
will pass final sentence on all those deserving of capital punish­
ment and direct it to be carried into execution. Those adjudg­
ed to transportation beyond seas are to be sent under a suit­
able. escort to Bombay, to be kept in custody the,re until the 
receipt of orders from hence wluch will be sent without delay. 
The individuals who are to s'uffer temporary imprisonment, will 
pc retai_ned where they now are, and you will receive the final 
mstru~t1ons of 9o~ernment on the receipt of your r~port, and 
Captam Borthwick s further proceedings as above directed. 

9. vVith respect to the five witnesses to whom Captain 
Bort~'Yick promised pardon, it does not appe~r, whe~her un­
cond1tional release on the conviction of their associates was 
disti_nctly J?ledgcd to them or not. Considering the pa_st course 
?f life which those individuals who have taken an actI~•e share 
In. aq the atrocities to which they depose, have led, H1.s Lord­
ship 111 C<;mncil feels extremely reluctant to let them agam l_oose 
upon Society without security for their future good behaviour. 
If b}'. -pardon was only meant that their lives which had been 
f?rfe1ted by their crimes, should be spared, they may ~e c~~~ 
sidl:re<l; t? be treated with great lenity if no severer punish":it 
be mflicted than confinement until they can give good secu Y' 
and you will be pleased to send them under a guard t'? the h~: 
of the_ Governor-General's Agent in Bundelcund, with w 1 
you will arrange as to the time of their despatch, and ~eh P the~ 
where they may be delivered over to the Escort, w. id. f a 
Officer- may propose to send to the Frontier of his Juris tcf ion, 
for t~e purpose of relieving the Guard which may be. s11ent r?m 
Mah1dpore. The Agent to the Governor-General w1 . receive 
Instr~ctions regarding their disposal until they ca!1 furnis_h suhch 
~ecunty .a~ he may see proper to accept. You will appnze t e 
five_ Ind1v!duals of this decision in order that they may kn'?w 
their. destination arrd adopt means for obtaining the security 
required. 

10. You will further apprize them that if by their means 
the Le~ders and others of the Gang who separated from them 
some time before their seizure with the intention of returning 
to Bundelcund, or who made their escape when the rest were 
arrested, can be apprehended and convicted, they will establish a 
claim to further consideration and indulgence. 

11. It is the intention of Government to authorize the 
offer of a reward of one thousand Rupees for the apprehension 
of Heera, Ruttyram and any others whose names may be given 
by the approvers as notorious Leaders of Thugs. You will be 
pleased to communicate to the authorities in Bundelcund who 
will be authorized to offer the rewards above mentioned, what­
ever further information you may receive from their late 
associates. 
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12. Copies of the Depositions of the five Evidence will be 
communicated to the Judges and Magistrates of all the Dis­
tricts where the system of Thuggism has prevailed, and it is not 
unlikely that the evidence of the Individuals in question, while 
they may remain in confinement in Bundelcund may be of use, 
in convicting Thug offenders, against which it might otherwise 
be difficult to bring proof. 

FORT WILLIAM : 
23rd October 1829. 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) G. W. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to G0i.1emment. 

Deposition of Amanoolah Phansygur admitted to give Evidences 
a Mussalman age about 50 years 

I :im one of the Gang of Phansigurs now in confinement 
and with my associates was stopped in the month of Bysak last, 
at the village Dekola about 7 or 8 Coss northward of Bheelwara Bhilwara. 
as we ,,·ere returning to our homes in Hindostan. At this Hindustan. 
place a party of 8 or IO Horsemen came upon us and said that 
Captain Borthwick having heard that we were carrying opium 
out of Malwa had sent them to stop us. On hearing this our 
minds were relieved from suspicion or fear that the object of 
the Horsemen was any other than what they professed it to be 
or had any reference to our habits and pursuits. We readily 
consented therefore to return to Bheelwarah with the Horsemen Bhilwara. 
who we thought would of course allow us to depart after search-
ing us and finding we had no opium. After our arrival there we 
learnt the true came of our being arrested, not however before 
the authorities and inhabitants of the Town had joined in aid 
of the Horsemen to secure us and prevent our escape. We of 
course loudly protested our innocence affirming our readiness 
to be taken hefore Captain Borthwick where we should clear 
ourselves to that Gentleman's satisfaction of the accusations 
which the Horsemen cast upon us of being Thugs and Phansigurs 
at the same time urging the great inconvenience we would unjust-
ly be subjected to, if obliged an such unfounded suspicion to 
retrace our steps to Jawrnh. To these protestations of inno- Jaora. 
cence Oomrao .Temadar (Prisoner) added that he had an English 
passport and that if the Horsemen persisted in detaining us 
they would bring themselves into difficulty. Seeing that the 
Horsemen were deaf to all our entreaties nnd threats, I became 
alarmed and as the only chance that appeared to me of saving 
my own life, determined to confess the truth and to make a 
full and true disclosure of our habits and acts. I accordingly 
went immediately to the Horsemen and offered on assurance of 
my life being spared to make a faithful avowal of all our doings. 
I received the assurance I required on which I confessed to them 
that we were actually the Phansygurs they suspected us to be. 
From that moment they kept me separate from my companions 
and now that the assurance of pardon has been repeated to me 
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my mind is at ease and I shall not withhold the disclosure of 
one single act that has been committed by myself and com­
panions since I became a confederate Phansygur but freely and 
fully state all that occurs to my memory to mention. I have 
been connected with these Phansygurs for about two years 
dminf,\ which period Robbery preceded in every instance by the 
murder of the individuals robbed, has been our mode of life. 
I beiong properly to the Gan~ of Maudun Jemadar now a 
prisoner which consists chieAy oJ Mussulmans and is called the 
Mussa!man Gang. According to the custom of all these Gangs 
of Phansygurs of proceeding at certain seasons to distant coun­
tries in quest of plunder (generally after the rains) our Jemadar 
Maudun having collected his men set out from his country in 
Bundelcund upon an excursion of that nature at that season 
last year. Our course was Southerly and passing Dhuttia, on 
our sixth stage we came to the banks of a Nulla ,vhere there was 
~l good deai of Jungle. There a Mussulman traveller on his 
W'.l_,, to Baroda who called himself a Moolah was prevailed 
upon to join us. Shortly afterwards every thing being arranged 
he was murdered and his property plundered. A Koran was 
found upon him which to avoid detection we burnt. There 
wa~ be!:ides a Lebada and a straight double edged sword both of 
w~1~h are amongst the things seized upon us; other things of 
!r!~ing value belonglng to these Mussalman fell into our hands. 
fhu; was the first act we committed; after which we pursued our 

cour~c and~ ,yithout falling in with any thing further arrived at 
Oog1en. From Oogien we proceeded to Baroda by the usual 
st~ges without committing any murder or robbery on the way 
with only one exception ab0t1t 5 Cms from the latter Town. 
lhis was upon the persons of a Hajam and Byragy who fell 
mto our hands at the stage before we reached Baroda, and were 
murdered a short time after night had set in. A red woollen 
cloth jacket now among the things taken upon us and a Tattoo 
also present (the other evidences do not confirm this of the 
Tattoo belonging to the Hajam) fell into our hands. What was 
found upon the Byragy, l do not now remember. The next 
day we arrived at Baroda, and there found a band of our 
brethern consisting of twenty-five men under their leader a 
Brahmin and an inhabitant of Etawah. This Brahmin and 
Mandun (prisoners) our Jemadar consulting together, agreed 
that the two bands shou Id unite and act conjointly. We accord­
i nglv left Baroda together and after traversing different parts 
of Guzerat returned to Baroda empty handed. A day or so 
after our return to Baroda Oomrao Singh Jemadar (prisoner), 
Makhun Jemadar (prisoner) and Rutt:vmm Jem_adar. with_ their 
bands arrived ar.d the dav after that the Brahmm with h1s hand 
set out on his return to Hindoo~t:1n. Vie ~aving hitherto been 
unsuccessful determined to remain some time longer and try 
our fortune' in conjun(:tion with the parties iust arrived and 
accordingly joined them. Our united hands after this left 
Baroda and havin_g obtained intelligence from our scouts •of 
four trnvellers with property we w~nt in pursuit of them and 
coming up to them near :rn Engltr.h Cantonment murdered 
them but were mt1c_h di,;appointed to find that they were only 
poor stone-cutters without a rupee upon them. our scouts having 
been deceived by the bundles of tools which they carried. After 



,[ 
, I 

I 

i 
I. 

, i 
, I 
·\ 
• I 

Ii 
I 
I 

I, 
I 

I 

I 
' 

17 

this we returned to Baroda where after halting a day or two 
i1 was determined that we ~hould return to our homes. We 
;1ccording\y left Baorda and made a stage of about three or four 
Coss where a Hadgce mt:t with his fate at our hands. Our next 
act was the murder of two Hc~:11ce5. After them two men whom 
I heard were Rutbans :ind at a stage or two from that where the 
Rutbans met their fate we fell in with one or two Palankeen 
bearers with two women and a child all of whom we murdered 
in the Jungle :md took their property. After this four 
Mussulmans with l\tlynas fell into our hands and were mur­
dered. l t was I think at this stage where we halted a day and 
settled a division of property after which we resumed our route 
and near to Rutlam effected our designs upon five Mahajuns 
who had become the object of them from the last stage or so. 
\.Ve passed Rutlam few or none of us entering the T·own and Ratlam. 
stopped near a village to the north of it at a Byragy's place where 
we made a g:ood meal having killed three sheep for the purpose. 
Having finished our meal we took the road again without rest-
ing and halted at a village to the west of Jawrah having to avoid Jaora. 
that pl~!ce, struck off the hi_gh road. On our second stage from 
this we passed :1 large town (Mundesore) on the bank of a 
river without stopping after purchasing Atta, Ghee, etc., for our 
meal at the end of the day's journey and halted at a Baulee 
where there was a large bur tree on the road side and near a 
Village the ~ate or door of which was of red colour. Here a 
traveller :1 Mussulman, I believe, who I was told was a Telingy 
fell into our hands and was murdered. He had a Tattoo which 
we set loose, hut besides this I understood that little or nothing 
was found upon him. On our jo11rney next morning Jemadar 
Ruttvrnm with 20 or 30 men was sent in charge of some Tattoos 
lade,; with plunder to our Couatry in Hindostan while we pro-
ceeded hy Neemuch and Mewar and that route in order to pick Nimach. 
up more. A few Coss beyond Necmuch four travellers appa-
rently Poorbies fell into our power and were there murdered. 
Of the amount or description of property acquired on this occa-
sion I am unable to speak. Beyond this two or three stages at 
a Village called Gongar a spirit dealer, who was proceeding I 
heard to Cawnpore, was murdered and stripped of his property. 
A few Kuldar rupees were found upon him, and a Hoondee 
which was burnt. A ~mall Hooka belonging to him fell into 
my hands and is now in my possession. About 12 Coss further 
at the Village of Sanganair where we halted we formed an ac­
quaintance with four travellers apparently Bunnyahs and though 
we had prevailed upon them to join our company no proper 
opportunity offered that ni.~ht for executing our designs upon 
them. Our purpose however was effected as they accompanied 
11s on the journey early next morning and their clothes and 
property fell into our hands hut of wh:1t these consisted I am 
i~norant. Our apprehension following a day or two after this 
no further :ict was committed hy us. 

(:ross-c.\'ami-ncd.-There may have heen other acts of mur­
der and rohherY committed hy the gang in custodv since we 
left our countr); on the present expedition besides ·those above 
mentioned. T h,ive unresen·cdly disclosed all of which I have 
any knowledge and according to the recollection I have of them. 
The present -is the second expedition that has been made by 

5 
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the Phansygurs and on which I have been since I joined them. 
The first took place immediately after the rains preceding the 

Deccan last (after the rains of 1826) :ind proceeded to the Dekhun. We 
Khandesh, Auran- passed through Candeish, visited Auringabad, Poonah and 
gabad, Poona. Hyderabad and after traversing those quarters returned with 

considerable plunder acquired by the perpetration of acts simi­
lar to those committed on the present expedition. I can point 
out the spots where most of the above mentioned murders were 
committed particularly those more recently perpetrated as being 
more fresh in my recollection. My connexion with the 
Phansygurs arose from the marriage of my two daughters with 
Bhuggy and Nuggoo two of the Gan.~ and brothers of He~ra, 
one of the .Temadars. Bhur.rgy was one of. those who was 
detached with Ruttyram. Nuggoo did not accompany us but 
remained at home to attend to the cultivation of some land. 
I can identify the persons of the whole of the prisoners, and 
speak to the Offices which many of them usually perform in the 
Gang also the names by which many of them are known but as 
it is frequently the case that one person use8 different names, 
individuals may be known to me by one name and to others by 
a different one. I do not know the proper name of the Brahmin 
leaaer d the Gang we found at Baroda on our arrival there, but 
as well as I recollect he wa8 _generally called Lala. Some of his 
band remained behind with us. The hand I belonged to, that 
is Mandan's band, is a branch of the Gangs of Oomrao and 
Makhun who are the principal leaders of the Thugs fr~m the 

Jhansi Country about Jhansy, Dhuttia, Sampter, Puphon, Paltr and 
Datia, Samthar· other quarters in Bundelcund. I cannot speak as to the exact 

number of Thugs which thev could collect but fro_m what I 
have seen during two years that T have been associated with 
them 200 is about the numher that has proceeded each season 
on o'redatory excursions. These have scpnrnted into. smaller 
parties and set out on their excursions at different mtervals 
uniting again when thev meet or keepin_g 8eparate as it may be 
considered advisable. I am a Mussalman, am about 50 years 
of a_ge :rnd before I ioined the Thug8 followed the occupation 
cf Elephant Keeper in the service of Nan.a .Talonewalah. In 

Rampura. .Talone I lived for many years hut am a Native of Singy Ram­
poora. Mundesore is the name of the lar_ge Town we passed 
and without stoppin.l! proceeded 4 or S Coss further to a 
Jar_ge Bur tree and well, where a traveller fell into our hands and 
was murdered. I did not ::it the time know the name of the 
Town havin!! never before been in this quarter but have since 
learnt it. This murder w:is the first :is far :is I :im aware that 
was committed after that of the M:ihajun and his attendants to 

Ratlam. the Southward of Rutlam. As on the nresent I helon_qed on 
the former excursion to Oomrno's Gan.!! which then left 

Bundelkhand. Bundekund '.I few cla?s before ~tf:ikhun set out with his. Our 
course on th:it occ:is,on w::is dJrected to the Dckhun and w 

Deccan. arrived in thM qnarter hefore :1nythin.!! consider::ihle fell int~ 
our hands. On the. w:iv several :ict~ were perpetrated as well 
on the perwns of srn.!!lc travellers :is sm:111 p:irties of two 

Deccan. three, hut :ill yicldin.~ trifling adv~mt:1<1e; hut in °the Dekl or 
• f • I It h • llJn 
11111 ormh:itro1 n w:-is 1 ro11.!!;\1 • ,1, ou1r. shn,_es of treasure pnssino-
t rou.ir tic country on !!na1s w11c md11ced Oomrao tot k,, 
a select Hand of about 30 men and [!o c1fter it directing- ~h: 
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remainder of his gang to remain in the neighbourhood of ti1e 
place where we then were until he re-joined us. I was not 
with Oomrao on this occasion, but heard from the party when 
he rejoined us that they had made a long and expeditious 
march of about 18 Coss before they came up with the Augriahs 
that after they met them they soon succeeded in murdering 
them and possessing themselves of the Treasure concealed. on 
their persons, which turned out to be a very large sum. It 
consisted of gold in Bars, Pootlies and Mohurs and amounted 
as well as I remember to about 20,000 Rupees. Makhun Jemadar 
was in the same quarter at that time and some of his men were 
present with Oomrao at the seizing of the Treasure but I remem­
ber there was some quarrelling about the division of it from 
Makbun and his men not being allowed to share in equal 
proportion with Oomrao and his. l cannot say that Makhun 
himself was present. Mandan Jemadar is only the leader of 
the gang I belong to in conjunction with Heera Jemadar who 
is properly speaking the principal. Heera escaped at the time 
we were apprehended at Dekhola. 

* * * * 
(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

Deposition of Kaimraj Phansygur submitted to give evidence, 
Caste Lohar, age about 50 years 

I was seized in the Month of Bysak last by a party of Horse­
men at the village of Dekola in I\:lewar along with my com­
panions who form the Gan.g of Phansygurs and Thugs now in con­
finement, of which G:111g I am one. The Horsemen when they 
came to us, said they were sent with orders to stop us on informa­
tion that we had opium and that we must therefore return with 
them to Bheelwarah to be searched. Deceived by this subter­
fuge (as we soon found it to be) we readily accompanied them 
to that town without fear or apprehension of any mischance 
befalling us. In this, however, we were soon undeceived for 
shortly after our arrival at Bhcelwarah the Horsemen openly 
accused us of being Phansygurs saying that Captain Borthwick 
had received positive information to that effect and they had 
in com.equence been sent by that Gentleman to take us into cus­
tody. The people of the place had previously joined in aid of 
the Horsemen to prevent our escape and we had nothing for it 
but to submit to our fate. Some individuals of the Gang taking 
alarm on the first appearance of the Horsemen ran off and escap­
ed but with the exception of them and a party of 25 or 30 who 
wer~ some time before_ sent to find their. way home with the plun­
der we had then acquired by a more direct route than the main 
body intended to (ake the whole of the individuals who for the 
last few months have formed this Gang are now here in confine­
ment. From Bheelw_arah we were brou~h~ t? Jowrah the people 
of the Towns and Villages on the w:1y 1010mg the Horsemen as 
they had done at that place by which means we have been brought 
here in safe custody. It is not us!]al with persons of our charac­
ter when apprehended to make disclosures from intimidation or 
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the ,,pplication of severities, and I should ne,·er h:l\'e made con­
fe~sion had such a course hccn resorted to with me, indeed I was 
firmly resolved to keep silent hut finding that two or three of 
my companions had already told all and had pointed out the 
spots, and bodies of the different individuals whom we had 
murdered during the last few days previous to our being seized 
1 considered it would be very foolish in me to abide by such a 
resolution particularly when I found 1 might probably save my 
life by a full :rnd true confession while remaininµ; silent would 
not avail me or any of my companions anything. I therefore 
now come forward to disclose fully and truly all that I know 
regarding the Phansygurs and Thugs and what has been done 
by t.hem since the time that I h:ive belonged to them as far as my 
knowledge and recollection of deeds and incidents will serve me. 

The fact is this that the G:rn.!:! of Ph:insygurs now in custody 
is composed of men from the Bundelcund quarter. Makhun 
.lcmadar (Prisoner) and h:s party arc inhabitants of Sillaree 
Punhare{, in the Pergann:1h o°f Samptrc, Oomr:10 Singh .lcmadar 
(Prisoner) and his party came from the village Mallait~a.., Pur­
gunnah Palir, and different villages in that Pergunnah, Mandan 
another Jemadar (Prisoner) and his party all Mmsulrnans come 
from the Village Mote and thereabouts in the .lhansi f>crgunnah. 
My immediate superior Brikhhan Duffadnr also comes from the 
village Mote. I am an inhabitant of Mull:iitra and for the last 
four years have been on intimate footing with Oomrao Singh 
and Iris party, but it was not until the last year that I actually 
joined them and accompanied them on the present excursion. 
Previous to setting out upon it Makhun Jemadar and Dirkpal 
Subadar (the leader of ;rnnther Gang) with their Gangs or parties 
together with Oomrao Singh's party assembled at Oomrao'~ 
residence at Mullaitra and the neighbourhood when Dirkpal and 
Mandan Jemadar with their Gan~. th:1t ii-, the Brahrnin and Mus­
sulman Gangs as their parties \Vere usually designated preceded 
Oomrao Singh and Makhun fifteen or twenty days when the 
latter followed witli theirs. To these parties I belonged but more 
properly to that of O~mrao. Singh. Of their acts and proceed­
ings therefore and all 111 which they have been concerned sine 
I have been associated with them I speak from personal knowe 
led.rJe. Our first sta.f!e from Mul!aitra was three Coss near t; 
Jhansee. The next 10 or 12 the third about the same to the Khar 
Ghaut. Three stages more brought us to Seronge where on the 
night of our arrival we murdered a travel_ler who had taken up 
his, quarters at the same place tl~at we did, !rnmely, tht: Pund­
wankce Baulee. The nex,t, morning we C<:>ntinued our JOl!-rney 
without doing :mything. I he stage follow111 g about the middle 
of it we came to a river w_here we found four Sepoys cooking 
their meal whom, after making our .irrangem~nts for the purpose 
we murdered and possessed ourselves of their property._ This 
occupied some time and was not effected without difficulty 
vVhen the Sepoys sa~v u~ they se~med to have entertained sus~ 
picion of us for havrng 1n a hurn~d _manner got through their 
meal they quickly commenced th~1r Journey and stopped at 
village a short distanc~ from ihe river where our spies followed 
them and saw them fa1rly lodged. We halted at another villag 
at a short dist~1nce from the on~ they were at and at night sen~ 
:i select party to effect our ob1ect. The Sepoys commenced 
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their journey the next morning followed by our party who watch .. 
ing their apportunity when at a distance from any village fell 
upon them and murdered them as they were going along the 
road; one of the Sepoys who must at the moment have perceived 
the design of the party or from his extraordinary efforts to have 
his life got away a few paces and raised his spear in his defence 
but he was instantly o,·erpowered and murdered also. Two 
Thousand rupee,- was the amount of plunder obtained on this 
occasion. The same stage, and as we were resting at no great 
distance from where the Sepoys had just met their fate (having 
c:ome up with the party who had effected that deed) a party of 
four 1'Ras<lharics joined us. \Ve spoke kindly to them promising 
to hear their Ras at our halting place and to give them a rupee 
for thei;- performance, they were persuaded to accompany and 
take up their quarters at the same place we did, a well known 
Munder and Boulcc near to Bhopaul, where at night we murder­
ed them and plundered them uf all they had which was some­
thing about 40 ur :10 rupees. There is a "tMeerdung among the 
things which were found in our possession when we were seized 
by the Horsemen which belonged to these Rasdharies. After this 
our next stage was to the Powa Nalah a short distance from 
Bhopaul where we made a division of the plunder which we had 
acquired, and after ha·,in.~ settled each person's share we sent four 
of ou~ comrades to our countrv with what remained surplus to 
our immediate necc~sities, and settled that the:L should rejoin us 
i;omewhere in the neighbourhood of Indore. The next morning 
about a Coss un our way we met a gang of fellow Phansygurs 
returning to Bundelcund from :rn excursion which they had set 
out two or three mont·hs before; they were chiefly Mussalmans 
and between 20 and 2:i in number: when we met them they were 
following two Puckalies with a Bullock whom they had formed 
designs upon. For the sake of friendship and to admit us _to 
share in the booty that might be acquired from the Puckahes 
they invited some of our men to join them. Accordingly 
Oomrao Singh sent four men with them who rejoined us the third 
or fourth day afterwards bringing with them as our share of the 
plunder a Tusl:1h or brass pot, a saree and the Bullock all which 
was given over to Oomrao. We were now four or five short 
st:1ges to the west of Bhopaul when preparing to leave the village 
we had halted at during the night two Brahmins arrived who 
had come from the Poonah quarter and were going they said 
i·o Hindoostan. Finding by our spies that they had property we 
pretended that we were also going to Hindoostan and prevailed 
upon them to join our company and go along with us. They 
accordingly put up with us outside of the village and in the even­
ing taking the opportunity which then offer [ed] for accomplish­
ing our purpose we murdered them and took their property, 
the amount of which I cannot exactly state but some gold and 
one or two Hoondees were found upon them, the latter were 
burnt. The next morning we left the place and proceeded two 
stag~s without acquiring any thing. Our third stage was to Rago­
ghur (in the Dewass Pergunnah). We three took up our 
quarters in a Tope near the Village. In the course of the day 
our spies formed an acquaintance with a subadar of Telingies 
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(sepoys of the Company's army) who with two sepoys had 
arrived there and taken up their lodging in the Bazar of the Vil­
iage. Our spies so imposed upon them that they prevailed upon 
them to quit the Bazar and encamp along with us outside. In 
the early part of the evening a party of our people appointed for 
the purpose fell upon them and murdered them. I cannot 
speak to the amount of money and property found upon them, 
but I saw two red Jackets and two Sepoy's Topies which belonged 
t~ them besides a Tattoo (bay colour) now amongst those seized 
with w,, and three Bullocks fell into our hands. The subadar 
and the two Sepoys we understood, had come from some Chawny, 
and were proceeding to Hindustan on leave. The Topics and 
the Jackets were burnt and the Bullocks disposed of some days 
Aterward:; iu the Bazar at Dhar. A chatta w.hich belonged to the 
subadar is amongst the things seized upon us when we were 
apprehended. Here also and on the same night on which we 
murdered the subadar and sepoys, a man of the Kachee* tribe 
who had come from the Cantonment of Mhow and taken up 
his quarters with us was murdered and his ,property plundered. 
F~ur Rupees in money, a Thalee and a Lotah was found upon 
him. The tope where all this was done being we thpught too 
near the village we had the four murdered bodies conveyed a 
short c.!istance about ¼- -of a Coss and . buried. The next day 
we proceeded by the Cantonment of Mhow but without stopping 
there, and halted near a village at a good distance from it, the 
name of the place I do not know, but remember we made the 
Town of Dhar in four stages from Ragoghur. There (at Dhar) 
we remained three days waiting for our friends who were absent 
namely the four who were sent from the Powa Nalah to convey 
to our homes the plunder we had then acquired. They after 
an absence of about 20 or 25 days rejoined us a few stages beyon!3 
Dhar we having loitered about and made short stages to admit 
of their overtaking us. Besides them four others were left 
behind with the Bullocks we took from the subadar and sepoys 
who also at the same time joined us having as I have already 
said sold the Bullocks in the Dhar market after we left that 
Town. From the time we left Ragoghur until we reached Dhar 
we had done nothing but after our arrival there a Mussalman 
who came from Mhow on his way to Baroda was persuaded to 
encamp at the Tope along with us. In the evening or shortly 
after 1;i~ht-foll he met with his fate at our hands and was buried 
near the spot where he was murdered. Having, after a halt of 
three days, left Dhar for Baroda we proceeded by short stages un­
til as I have just said our absent friends joined us after which we 
quickened our pace. At Bara Hutty, a place on our route, so 
c:dled, we met a Sahookar attended by four Sepoys with a Tattoo 
and a Bullock on his way to Baroda. The Jemadars and all our 
people by the most pointed attention and civility cultivated the 
Sahookar's acquaintance as well as that of this attendants, the 
Sepoys, with a view to the success of our designs upon them, still 
we had to proceed three or four stages in their company bef~re 
these were carried into execution. At length an opportumty 
offering he and his attendants were murdered and their pro­
perty plundered. The name of the place where this took place 
I do not remember but the village had two or three Dookans and 
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a stream of water flowed past it. We set the Sahookar's Bullock 
loose in the Jungle retaining the Tattoo which was with us until 
we arrived at Jawud (after our apprehension) where it was 
poisoned through the fear that being discovered in our posses-
sion it might lead to our detection for we understood from the 
Sahookar and his attendants that they came from Oogien or Ujjain. 
Indore I forget which and it was thought probable that some qf 
their friends or relations hearing of our apprehension woula 
come and recognize it. From the place where the Sahookar and 
the Sepoys were murdered three moderate stages as well as 
I remember brought us to Oodeypore where a Rajah resides. 
Herc we found :i Gentlem:in who was on his way to Mhow from 
Bombay and not relishing to be seen by him we studiously kept 
out of his way. The next morning he proceeded on his way 
to Mhow accompanied by a number of trnvellers who had sought 
his protection, and we took the road to Baroda. At a village 
the fourth or fifth stage beyond Oodeypore we met with Dirkpal Udnipur. 
Brahmin with his .!Jang returning from Raroda. They passed 
the night with us and the next morning continued their journey 
homewards and we ours towards Baroda. \\7 e proceeded from 
this veiy leisurely at the rate -of little more than a Coss or two 
d2ily. At Makney we halted .a Pttle distance from the Town 
and it h:ippened that five Tehngees (Company s Sepoys) from 
Bombay arrived there the same day. Our spies seeing them 
hrought them after using much deceitful entreaty and many false 
pretences to the spot where we were. In the evening we mur-
dered them and took their property. I am not aware of all the 
more trifling articles of clothes and brass pots tfi:it were taken 
but rememher that seven small hars of Gold and some rupees 
were found upon them. T do not remem_her the exact number 
of the rupees but altogether it was considered a good productive 
job; one or two Hoodees were also found unon them and a 
fattoo which they had was set loose in the Jungle. From 
Makney we proceeded in the same manner as we had done for 
some days previous, slowly ;rnd making short stages, and arrived 
at Dubhoy. About a Coss ·from this Town we met a Musrnlman 
and Brahmin travelling to.[!ether who had come from Dhoolia Dhuliu Mnlcgaon 
Mallygam. Our usual artifices were prnctised upon them ,vith Bhopul 
:mccess. They halted for the d:1y :1t the same place that we did 
and in the evening were murdered and their property plundered. 
They had a Tattoo laden with opium, beside some hrass utensils 
and other articles of small Yalue all which fell into our hands. 
The opium we disposed of at Raroda where we proce·eded the 
next day for 100 Rupees out of which we had to give the Cotwal 
25 Rupees Mahsool on the sale. We here found eighteen Phansv-
gurs of the Mussalman Gang with their leaders Manclun Jcmad(1r 
(and Heera's, the former Prisoner) and Amanoollah (evidence). 
etc., who had been with Dirkpal and his party hut not satisfied 
with what they had got remained hehind to acquire more and 
joined us. We remained at Raroda three days during which 
Makhun Jemad~1r (prisoner) purchased different articles, clothe!-, 
etc .. to the amount of about 40 Rupees. We afterwards pro-
ceeded on the Baroach road. For the first four or five days foJ. 
lowing our departure from Baroda nothin~ fell to our hands 
We were within 7 Coss of Baroach when the day of the Hooh· 
Ff.'stiv,!l arrived which we celelirnted with due festivity making 
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a halt for that purpose. At this place three travellers, two Mus­
sulmans and a Byragy passing the place where we were, were 
seduced into our power and murdered but I do not now re­
member wh:1t amount or description of property was found upon 
them. From thence we struck off the lhroach road and pro­
ceeded upon that of Joanuggur and Dwarka and leaving th~ high 
may made several stages in the direction of these places without 
falling in with any thing, in the course of which several fordable 
salt-water inlets crossed our path and one of which cost us 5 
Rupees to be ferried over. As I have just said four or five stages 
had been performed without anqhing falling into our hands 
when_ one morning as we arriYed :it Pitlawud to which Town we 
had IJeen steering our course rnmc of our spies who had been 
absent on the look out returned with accounts that they had seen 
four travellers pro.::cedin,t to Baroda with considerable property 
and thev calculated that thev would reach Baroda the same night 
from the dista:ice they were. when our spies left them. On learn­
ing this twenty-five men the stoutest and most active of the Gang 
were selected and sent in pursuit of them; the rest following as 
they were able and after a long and fatiguing march the detached 
party overtook the objects of their pursuit, a short distance from 
a cantonment belonging to the English and after accompanying 
them a little way fell upon and murdered them as they were 
walking along the road. To the great disappointment and 
chagrin of us all no property was found . upon them for they 
turned out to be common stone-cutters an<l their tools tied up 
in. bu~dles which they carried over their shoulders deceived the 
spies into the supposition that they were carrying treasure. 
The r>ext day the piincipal oart of the Gang that was behind join­
ed the party detached on this job when we all took the road for 
Baroda. At one of our stages and near where we had stopped 
tor the day, some horse-dealers came with horses and took up 
their quarters. At night we held a consultation to murder them 
and seize their property which we were only deterred from doing 
(thouih there were fifteen or sixteen including attendants) by 
the difficulty of disposing of the bodies of so many men in an 
ope!1. and frequented covntry such as it was where we were. In 
devising plans to get over this difficulty, so much of the night 
had passed th:it we considered it advisable to forego our designs 
upo! this pnrt)'. The same night Thieves came amongst us and 
~ar~1ed off clothes and other things from Makhun Jemadar 
_/prisoner). From this we proceeded to Baroda and after remain­
ing there a day or two set out on our return to Hindostan. At 
the dist:ince of about three Coss from Baroda three travellers 
fell into our hand,;; and were murdered. I do not remember what 
property was found upon them. Our next stage was to within 
a short distance of the Town of Duhhoy where four men Bessaties 
(pedlars) with three Tattoos and their packs of wares, whom we 
had overtaken on the road were prevailed upon to take up their 
quarters with us. In the evening they were murdered and 
plundered. Their wares consisted of various articles of trifling 
v;ilue amongst which were a qnantity of cornelian-ston~s cut 
into different forms, serrotas (beetle-nut cutters), coarse scissors, 
etc., and in money something about ten or twenty rupees were 
found upon them. At this place also our spies brought three 
men to our resting place whom they had enticed to come and 
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take up their quarters with us-one a Byragy and the other 
two having the appearance of Mussalmans. They likewise were 
murdered and their bodies stripped of what was upon them and 
buried. The next day we le£ t Dub hoy and met six Palankeen P 1 . b 
Bea h ' d b • • B d d d" a anqu1n earers. rer_s w o 11:1 . ecn_ 111 service a_t aro a an were procee mg 
to their country 111 Hmdostan: wnh them were two women and 
two children in all ten persons. vVe persuaded them to join us 
and they accordingly proceeded along with us. At the first stage 
they took up their quarters in an old Temple in the Village by 
which circumstances we were there prevented from effecting our 
purpose upon them : on the way the next morning in the jungle 
it was accomplished: the whole were murdered and their bodies 
after being stripped of everything were buried a short distance 
from the road. On this occasion more previous arrangement was 
thought necessary than was usual where the victims were fewer 
in number and as it was resolved to despatch them on the journey 
while they were walking along in our company; accordingly some 
of the most expert hands at the business were fixed upon to 
despatch them; and a -party whose business it was in the Gang 
was sent on before to prepare graves at a convenient spot for 
the bodies. A Tattoo and Tattoo mare belonging to them fell 
into our hands, also some base metal was taken off the legs of 
the woman with neck arid other silver ornaments of small ·value; 
besides, other articles were found upon them which I cannot 
specify. From thence we proceeded to our ground on the Banks 
of a River; l think the Mhye, and encamped in four separate par­
ties near to a village called Fettehpore. Here it happened that 
four Mussulman travellers from Bombay on their way to Bhopaul Bhopal. 
arrived and halted near one of our parties (that which had its 
place under a Kurny Tree), communication was immediately 
opened with the travellers and an acquaintance soon formed 
which terminated in their heing murdered in the evening and 
their property plundered. They had five Menahs in a cage and 
four Tattoos which with their clothes and other things we took 
possession of. From thence our stage was Odeypore where we Udaipur. 
met a number of hackeries from Mhow laden with opium and 
escorted by Telingies (Company's sepoys). One of the Telingies 
remarked on seeing us that persons of the same description* in 
appearance had been seized at the cantonment: this being made 
kno";ll amongst us threw us into some apprehension and we took 
up our halting-ground at a retired spot in the jungle near a foun-
ta; n of water. A party of Horsemen from Baroda with some 
sepoys and a Zenana Meeanat arrived and took up their quarters 
for the day in the Bazar where the prisoner Makhun Jemadar 
happened to be sitting at the time. One of the Horsemen ob~ 
serving him rather attentively remarked to one of his com-
panions standing by him that "the mala (necklace) upon that 
mah", pointing to Makhun appeared to be exactly the same as 
belonged to his Brother. This so disconcerted Makhun at the 
time though the Horseman did not follow up his remark by any 
question, that he immediately slipped off and on hearing from 

• A band of strangers was at this time seized at Mhow and examined by 
Mr. Wellesley and though there were circumstances of strong suspicion connected 
with them they were released from want of sufficient proof. 

t A kind of Palankecn. (Sd.) W. B. 

6 
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him what had occurred we were all thrown into such alarm that 
early the same night we started and proceeded ma(!y_ Coss on the 
Jhabooa road before we thought it safe to halt. We afterwards 
continued our progress and arrived at Jhabooa from whence 
Oomrao and Ruttyram separated from Makhun, preceding him 
a short distance on the Rutlam road. Their first stage after 
leaving Jhabooa was Pitlawud and Makhun with his Gang was 
in their rear a fe:w Coss. The next day they quitted Pitlawud 
and Makhun with our party halted there. We took up our 
quarters at a Bawlee outside the Town near which we 
found a Mahajun with four attendants preparing their mea'I. 
The Mahajun from his respectable appearance, his dress 
and the ornaments he wore became the object of our 
attention and design, but having hastily finished his meal 
he and attendants set out in prosecution of their Journey towards 
Rutlam and we saw nothing more of them; but we afterwards 
found that they had fallen into the hands of Oomrao and Rut­
tyram. From Pitlawud we proceeded to the vicinity of Rutlam 
encamping a little distance from the Town. We there met some 
of the men of the advanced parties who told us that they had 
despatched the Mahajun and his attendants a few Cos9 from 
Rutlam and that they had proved a rich prize to which Makhun 
replied in a dissatisfied tone that good luck seemed to attend 
where the Mussulmans were. From Rutlam we took the Peep­
lodah road with the view to avoid Jowrah. Oomrao also deviated 
a little from the Jawrah road and met us at Dhodur the stage 
on the high road beyond Jawrah, and we afterwards proceeded 
to~eth_er. On our way hereabouts we were searched once or 
twice for opium but none beinp: found upon us we were allowed 
to proceed without further molestation. It was at Dhodur that 
some slight misunderstanding that subsisted between Oomrao 
and Ruttyram was reconciled and things went on as usual. Our 
stage from Dhodur was to a convenient spot where we halted 
for the night. We next day passed Mundesor and proceeding 
about four or five Coss further halted near a village under a 
large spreading Bur Tree and where there is a Nagara kept by a 
Fukeer who resides there. A Mussulman traveller here fell into 
ou~ hands and was murdered during the night in the early part 
of it and buried a little distance from the road on the banks of 
~ Nullah. The next morning we resumed our Journey and hav­
ing proceeded a Coss or so we sat down at a Welt where after 
some consultation it was determined to send Ruttyram with 
twenty or twenty-five men by the most direct route to our Coun­
!ry with the plunder which we had acquired. Ruttyram accord­
ingly here left us, and the next mornin~ we took the Neemuch 
road. Our stage was about a Coss or two on the other side 
(North side) of the Cantonment where we halted a day. At this 
place four travellers were enticed by our spies to rest themselves 
at the spot where we were, when on opportunity offering they 
were murdered and their property plundered. A stage or two 
beyond this another traveller fell into our hands and was mur­
dered. And near the Village of Sanganeer four Bunnyahs were 
murdered. Of this last act I was informed by my companions, 
not having been present when it was committed. Nothing fur­
ther occurred until we arrived at Dekollah where, as I have 
already stated, we were arrested. 
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Cross-exami11cd.-l know of no other act of murder and 
robbery committed by the Thugs besides tho■e I have stated 
above. -

This is the first time that I have accompanied the Thugs on 
any of their predatory excursions. Brikbhan persuaded me to 
do so. I have frequently heard them since I have been amongst 
them talk of the acts committed by them on former excursiom 
but can only speak of my own knowledge of those I have above 
detailed. My occupation among them has been to watch at 
night against theft and also to keep a look out when murders 
were being perpetrated. Old men like myself were generally 
employed in this way; beyond this I never took any part in the 
c0mmission of the murders. 

* * 
(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Pdlitical Agent. 

Deposition of Poorun Phansygur or Thug, Caste Loda, Age 
upward of 60 years, inhabitant of Buraicha near to Salany 
My father was a cultivator in Buraicha and other villages 

in the neighbourhood which occupation I also followed but join­
ed the Thugs when I was about 30 years of age and have since 
continued to be more or less connected with them. I have not 
however accompanied them on every excursion they have, since 
that period, made, but on the contrary for intervals of two, three, 
and even six years remained at home, and earned a subsistence 
by the cultivation of land. In short, I have been upon six pre­
datory excursions altogether, four under a Leader named Oodey 
Singh since ·dead, and two (the present and the one preceding 
it) with Makhun Jemadar (prisoner) to whose Gang I belong. 
During one of the intervals above mentioned (the last) that 
I remained at home I was apprehended at Jalon on information 
of being a Thug and was kept some time in confinement, but 
the proof which I brought forward, of having for so many years 
been seen employed in cultivation, was the means of my regain­
ing my liberty. This event however threw me into embarrass­
ment and to get rid of it, I went to Salany to borrow money 
from Makhun Jemadar, who I knew had generally some at com­
mand, but he would only agree to relieve my nece,;sities on con­
dition that I brought my family to Sillany and became one of 
his men to which from the destitute state my family was in, 
I was forced to agree, and accordingly joined his Gang and as 
I have already stated accompanied him on the present and pre­
ceding excursions. Oodey Singh, my former Leader, was beyond 
the prime of life when I joined him. He was however an active 
and enterprizing man; but becoming in due course less fit for 
exertion such as his situation required and his son Koman having 
been seized with other Thugs and thrown into confinement at 
Jubbulpore affected Oodey Singh so much that. he completely 
renounced the habit of Thug and shortly after died. After this 
I joined Makhun. It was before the establishment of tranquillity 
over the country that I served under Oodey Singh at which time 
our excursions were neither carried to so great a distance as they 
have since been, nor were so lucrative or certain, for in those 
days travellers particularly with much property seldom ventured 
to go from one place to another without being well escorted 
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or in large parties, and we feared the Pindaries and other mount­
ed plunde"ters as 'inuch as other classes did-not conn~ct_ed witJ1 
them. According to my engagement with Makhun I 3omcd his 
Gang and set out with him on an excursion to the Dekhun about 
three months .after I had engaged myself to him. His Gang on 
this occasion consisted of about 40 men and set out from Bundel­
cund in the month of Phagoon Sumbut 1883 (about March 1826) 
proceeding by regular stages crossed the Nerbudda at the 
Gheepaunair Ghaut where we fell in with Chotce Jemadar 
(Brahmin) who joined us with his Gang which was about the 
same· -str~ngth as our own. We proceeded towards Mallygaon 
and at Jhokur near that cantonment celebrated the Hooly after 
which we returned our progress and reached Mallygaon where 
we struck off by the Nassuck road intending to turn from Nassuck 
to l'oonah and Aurun~abad. After proceeding a Coss or two on 
this road we met a friend belonging to Oomrao and Ruttyram's 
Gangs a relation of Makhun's who told us that these two Leaders 
with their Gangs were close at hand on the Poonah road in pur­
suit of some Augriahs with Treasure. It was proposed to 
Makh~n to send a party of his men to join them in -order to be 
.entitled to a share in the spoil and he thought of going himself 
but recollecting. that Oomrao and he were not on good terms! he 
sent 25 men with Chotee Jemadar. The next day we received 
a message from them that they had effected the business and 
that they were going on with Oomrao and Ruttyram to Bhooran­
poor where they requested we would meet them. We accord­
ingly proceeded to that quarter and found Chotee Jemadar with 
the party at Bhooranpoor, Oomrao and Ruttyram having pro­
ceeded to their homes before we arrived. From them we learn; 
that the Augriahs were attacked and murdered near Jhokur 
where we had celebrated the Hooly and that no less a sum ~han 
tRs. 22,000 was found upon their persons in gold, bullion, 
mohurs, and pootlies, and that as the share of our two gangs 
ther had received 6,000. This sum was immediately disposed of 
so far that Makhun received 2,000 of it for himself and his Gang 
af!-d a similar sum was given to Chotee Jemadar for himself and 
his Gang. These two sums were despatched to our homes 
That sent ~JY Chotee reached in safety but one of Makhun's men 
who went m cha"rge of our share having got drunk at Jansy blab­
bed _out t~e secret that he was a Thug, and with others wa_s re­
turnmg with a large amount of plunder upon which the S1rkar 
there.had him and his comrades seized and the money taken from 
the~. The remainder of the prize, namely, 2,000 Rupe~s was 
rctamed for the expenses of the two Gangs. After this d1spo~al 
of the share of the plunder acquired from the Augriahs (which 
was allotted by Oomrao and his brother Ruttyram to our two 
gangs) we left Bhooranpoor and proceeded to Aurungabad but 
meeting with little or no success we returned by Dhoolia and 
Bhopaul to Bundekund and arrived at our different homes before 
the rains set in. About four months or so after the termination 
of the rainy season in the beginning of the month of Mah, 
Makhun's gang, having been again assembled, set out on an excur­
sion towards Guzzerat and were accompanied by Oomrao and 
his brother Ruttyram with their gangs. 

•The Evidence is not certain that this is exactly the name of the village. 
(Sd.) W. B., Political Agent. 

tThe plunder of this sahokar's remittance is confirmed by the sahokars. 
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The account which the Evidence here giYes of the route they Gujarat. 
took to Guzzerat and also that by which they returned until he 
::ind his associ:.1tes were seized at Dekhola also of the different 
acts of murder and robbery committed by the united gangs of 
Oomrno, Ruttyram and Makhun on their way to Guzzerat and Gujarat. 
of those perpetrated by them after the accession at Baroda of 
Mandun's gang as well as of all other incidents and circumstances 
that took place during this excursion, corresponds in every 
important particular with that given by the Evidence Kaimraj 
and differs from it in the following trivial points only:-

Knimroj stales: Herc also (Rogo~hur) 
and on the some nil!ht on which we 
murdered the Subador end Sepoys n 
man of the Kachee tribe who hod 
come from the Cantonment of il!how 
and token up his quarters with us was 
also murdered, four rupees ir mooey, 
a Thalee and Lota were found upon 
him. 

Koimroj has no recolle.ction of 
meeting Hudloo Jemndor and his Gang 
or of the murder and Robbery of the 
four travellers es stated by Poorun to 
hn"e token place on thnt occnsion. 

Koimrai sti1tes: At a villn,!e the 
fourth or fifth sta!!e beyond Oodeypore 
we met l\"ith Drikpol Brnhmin "ith 
his gong returned from Borodn. 

Knimrnj hos no recollection of the 
Malwa Gan,! h!!re mentioned by 
Poorun. 

Poorun in audition to the facts of this 
:ict as stated by Koimruj states that II Box 
contnininj! musk was also found •>n the 
person of the Kachee which 1s now 
nmong the thin,!s token in their posses­
sion when seized 01 Dekholo. 

Poorun states: Five or six stages beyond 
Dhar on our way to Baroda we met BuJ­
loo Jemodor and his Ganj! returning from 
that qunrter bnd with them were four 
travellers on whom they hod formed 
desi~rii-,; we remoiced with Badluo thnt 
dny and the trovellers were murdered 
the same night srme li11le money wns 
found upon them of which Oornrno and 
Makhnr, received a share. 

Poorun stntes: The day alter nrrivnl Udnipur. 
nt R:iroda Drikp:il, Heern and M:mdun 
who hod bc:en trnvcrsing the Guzerat 
qunrler arrived. The 11ext day Drikpal 
left Harada for Bundelcund and Heers 
:ind Mandun ha,·ing hitherto been unsuc-
ce,sful remained with their gongs and 
joi11ed us. 

Poorun stntes that where we (he rind 
his associates) halted ofter 1he murder 
of the stone-cutters, we met a g:rn,s of 
Thugs from Malw:i consisting of ab"out 
20 men. Tl1ey come sho~tly ofter we 
had token up our ,!!round and bein.s of the 
snme culling as ourselves and pe;;;onally 
known to some of us took up their 
quarters along with us. , 

After leaving 
is the following 
Poorun :-

Baroda on their return to Hindoostan there 
difference in the Evidence of Kaimr:.1j :1nd 

Kaimraj stntes.: At a distance of 
about three Coss from Baroda three 
travellers fell into our handi sud 
were murdered. I do not remember 
what property w1111 found upon them. 

Poorun states.: At our stnge about three 
Coss from Bnrodo, Mnndun nnd his G:1111'! 
inveigled _11 Hndje<" to take ur hi; 
qi:arters wrth them whom they murdered 
the same nighc. This is the only murder 
that as for oi,, I am a wore o( was perpe­
trated here. 
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Further at their halting ground at the Town of Dab~a after 
coinciding in every particular in their evidence regarding the 
murder and robbery of the four Bussatties :-

Keimrnj states: After this place 
also our spies, brought three men to 
our restinj! place whom they had entic­
ed to come end take up rheir querers 
wirh us one a Byrel!gy end rhc other 
having the appearance of Mus­
sulmans; the, likewise were murdered 
end their bodies strippl.'d of what was 
upon them end bur:ed. 

Kaimraj, being questioned as to thi 5, 

act of Oomrao's, replies: I recollect 
Oomrao and his gang going in 
pursuit of eight travellers et Chetore 
bu I do not remember bearing the 
result. 

Poorun ~-rates: A I this place also our 
spies e111iccd two M ussulmons to ou­
encompmenl who were likewise murder­
ed. 

Poo,un ·hes no recollection or the 
Byroggy mentioned by Kairuraj. 

Poorun stnles : At Chetore we fell in 
with 12 travellers, M arwsries, four of whom 
were going in the directio'? of . Bheelwars 
and eight of them took a direction lo the 
ril!hl of the Bheelware road; Makhun and 
his Gang took in hand the four proceeding 
direct to Bheelwera and murdered them 
near the village of Sanganair. Oomrao 
accomplished the same with the eight 
persons he went and rejoined u11 at 
Dekhola. 

Cr0 ss-examined.-Such acts as those abov:e mentioned being 
of too common occurrence with people of our habits to make 
much impression upon me or any of my associates who had long 
been familiar with them or to excite a curiosity among us to 
e_nquire into the particuf ar circumstances attending the acquisi­
tion of plunder by parties detached from the main body and 
therefore it cannot be a matter of any surprise if some of the 
~urders and Robberies committed may have escaped my recollec­
ti~m or of which I have no particular knowledge, but I- have 
'~1thou~ reserve stated all that my memory serves me to men­
t!on with every circumstance attending them. I have never 
since I have belonged to the Thugs known one single instance 
of R_obbery committed by them without the previous destruction 
0 .£ life, almost invariably by strangulation. This is effected 
either by means of a Roomal or shred of cloth well twisted and 
,~etted or merely by the hands though the latter is rarely prac­
tised and only had recourse to from accidental failure in the 
form~r ~nd usu~! _mode. On a preconcerted signal being given, 
the .:victim or victims are instantly over-powered and the perpe­
tration whether by the Roomal, or hands only, is a business of 
t~e moment. In perpetrating murder it is an invariable point 
Y.f 1th t~e Thugs to avoid spilling the blood of their victims, but 
1 possible to take their lives bv suffocation. This point is 
atte~d_ed to with a view to leave no traces of murder by which 
susp!c1on of the deed might be excited in the minds of people 
passing the spot, and detection ensue. In the hurry, however, 
in which it is necessary sometimes to dispose of the bodies the 
holes _are frequently not dug to such dimemi?ns as to contain 
them 1~ a whole state particularly when there Ii a good number 
to be disposed of, the bodies are cut into pieces and closely pack­
ed in them. When these holes are near the side of a road, which 
is generally the case and especially when in an open and exposed 
spot, after they are filled up with e:irth, fires are burnt over 
them in order to remove all appearance of the earth being newly 
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turned. Murders in the manner I have just described are with 
equal facility and certainty of accomplishment, and as frequently 
perpetrated while the victims are walking along the road .is 
when they have been enticed to our places of -encampment for 
the purpose and unconcious of what is to befall them are sitting 
amongst us with every thing carefully and leisurely arranged for 
their destruction. These murders are frequently perpetrated 
contiguous to villages where we enca!11p and have enticed 
strangers to take up their quarters with us; they take place 
generally before the twilight is completely over and night has 
set in, and always while the business is going on, the hand drum 
is beat and singing commenced to drown any noise that might 
be made by the victims. The different persons actually engaged 
commence their operations simultaneously, and by signal given 
which of course is preconcerted but at the same time quite arbi­
trary generally a common course expression is made use of not 
likely to strike the attention of the victims, such as "Tumbakoo 
lao" • (bring tobacco). A Roomal or shred of cloth twisted on 
the occasion is the only implement which the Thugs use for 
strangling. I have never seen the Phansy or Noose made of cord 
used, though I am well aware of the general supposition that it 
is by such an impfement people are strangled by us, but if such 
an implement had ever been in use of which I have great doubt, 
it has long since been laid aside for the obvious reason that on 
any incidental occasion of being !"eized it would inevitably lead 
to detection. Oomrao, Makhun and all the other Jemadars or 
le~ders keep up a direct understanding with the Local authorities 
in Bundelcund in whose limits they and their followers reside 
and invariably on their return from an excursion conciliate their 
forbearance and favor by suitable Nuzzeranas. Assistance and 
support from English authorities being likewise indispensable, 
these are through artifice also obtained. The Jemadars and 
leaders have no direct intercourse themselves in this instance but 
through the medium of emissaries, who by misrepresentation 
arid falsehood frequently contrive to extricate them from the 
difficulties which persons of our habits are constantly liable to he 
involved in. A relation of Oomrao's named Motee and a per­
son named Lala Hajam an inhnhitant of Secundra render 
important services if! this. way. Motee who wa~ formerly a 
practical Thug has rl1scontmued for some years going on preda­
tory excursions. He first brought himself into notice with the 
Gei1tlemen by informing against a Gang which in consequence 
was seized and confined at .Tubbulpoor where I believe the greater 
part ~till remains. Motce has ever since advanced in the favor 
of the Gentlemen making them suppose that he acts as a check 
upon the Thugs and other plunderers, at least he makes all this 
appear to us to be the case and in consequence exercises great 
influence over us makin;:r us nay well for his connivance and the 
~ood offices he no doubt frequently performs ~n our behalf. 
Oomrao Ruttyram, Heera, Mandun anci their G:rn_gs are those 
for who~ he more especially exerts himself to protect and 
assist. 

Lala Hajam is the patron of Makhun and by means of repre­
sentations to different persons of his acquaintance in the service 
of the Adalut at Cawnpore he renders ,great assistance to Makhun 
in getting him through matters of difficulty. Makhun when he 
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returned to Bundelcund from the excursion preceding the pre­
sent one, after ascertaining the mishap that befell the share 
of plunder he sent from Bhooranpoore, had, as was usual with 
him in similar cases, recourse to his patron Lala Hajam. Lala 
lost no time in ·waiting upon his friend Mahdee Moonshee at 
Cawnpore to whom he represented matters in such :1 light that 
the Moonshee wrote himself or had an injunction written hy his 
superiors to the Jansv Rafoh, saying that it having been made 
known that he (the Rajah) had seized four travellers passing 
through his boundaries and plundered them of their property, 
the persons so treated being of respectable and inoffensive 
character he was directed to set them at libertv and restore to 
them the property he had t:iken from them. A c.by or two be­
fore the receipt of this letter of injunction the Rajah had released 
Makhun's men having in the first instance made them give him 
an acquittance for the money he had takep from them, but now 
thinking that as the matter had come to the knowledge of the 
Engfish he would get a bad name with them and also lose the 
monev unless he could prove that the men he had taken it from 
were Thugs and that their true character had been misrepresent­
ed, he (the Rajah) sent after them and had them again appre­
hended. I do not know what afterwards became of those men 
of Makhun's or what was the final result of the business. Be­
sides Lala Hajam who nianages matters in his favor through 
his acquaintances at the courts and kutcheries at Cawnpore, 
Etawah, Hummeerpoor, Auria, and Mynpoor, Makhun_ has a 
great friend and supporter in the Jhansv Vakeel who resides at 
Hurnmeepoorah named Gunnesh Lall. Oomrao may have 
other patrons besides his relation Motee who watches over his 
interests principally at Jubbuloore. Makay Sahib at Kytah is a 
great friend of Mottee's and it was from him that he obtained 
the English pass which Oomrao showed to the Horsemen when 
we were apprehended at Dekola. In passing through a cou~try, 
so great a number of men together as our Gani:1:s sometim1:s 
oresent is certainly calculated to excite suspicion, but when this 
h~ppens to be the case we are always prepared with some story 
or explanation to ward it off. Few of us carry arms perhaps 
among- 15 or 20 persons two or three swords may be found but 
n~t m_ore. y\1hen Thugs meet though strangers there is some 
thing m their manner that soon discovers itself to each other 
:md to assure the surmise thus excited one exclaims, "Alee 
Khan•: which on beinr, repeated hy the other party a recognition 
of ~acn others' habits takes olace but this is never followed by 
a ~,sclosure of past acts. We do use certain terms to distin­
guish particular circumstances and events connected with our 
proceedings which are known to ourselves alone, viz.-

The persons whose office it is to stran~le the victims are 
called-Ludda also Bullod. • 

Those who dig the graves or holes-Lucka. 
Those who carry away the bodies--Gutree Walon. 
Scout or spy-Tulha. 
A traveller on whom designs are formed-Beetoo. 
If a Mussulman-S1i!tan Reetoo. 
If a Hincho-Bundoo Beetoo. 

• 
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A murder committed at the halting place or ground of 
Encampment-Tapa. 

A murder committed while the victims are walking along 
the • ro:id if during the day--Phoolkee. 

_ If during the nights-Kootuh. 
The spot where the hodiei: are buried-Kurma. 
The spot where the murder is committed-Bale. 
A female victim-Enud. 
A child victim-Chumote. 
A I-lorse-Poorakna also Pootra. 
A Bullock-Lubha. 
I\ Sword-Lumberce. 
Matchlock-Puttakce. 
Turban-Akassec. 

• Dhotce-Kurdhunny. 
Diamonds-Kukrva. 
Gold-Sirya. • 
Silver or Roopee-Peeky. 
Gold Mohurs-Tandva. 
A Ring-Pullya. • 
Pearls-Punny;1r:1. 

• 

A knife-Booky. 
The Room:1uls with which people arc stra;ngled-Phylo0 

also Roomal. 
One-Eloo. 
Two-Bee tree. 
Three-Singoo. 
Four-Bhurra. 
Five-:---Puchrao . 

. Six-Chutroo, &c., &c. 
These terms :ire known to :ill persons of similar habits, to 

ourselves as well to the Thugs of the Dakh:rn, of the Nagpore 
Countn·, of Malwa, of K:rnnthul :ir~d B:1,qor, &c., :is those of 
Rundelc:und and Gwalior. The numbers apply exclusively to 
travellers and arc used to communicate the number that fall into 
the hands of detached parties \n pursuit of them. I believe 
there arc few countries tlrnt do not produce Thugs those I have 
just particularized did T lrnow contain them and do so I believe 
at ·the present moment. In the Oomrautee quarter there is a 
Gang ·called Nasecr Kh:m's Karoo or Gang a well known Thug 
Jc;1der; "but whether he is still the le:ider of it I cannot exactly 
say. In Kaunthul and Bagor, Makeema and Dulla ,vere former­
ly· the Thug Teaders but who these are af present l do not know. 
The names of the 1·eaders of the Malwa Thugs or of those of 
the Nagpore Country l am ignorant of. 

- I 11 the division of plunder the Jemadars or principal leaders 
receive 7i P,er cent besides shar_i_ng eaually with ·the rest of the 
Gang hut-l;cforc aiw diYision whatC\'Cf" is llJad~. to tlie leaders or 
thj:!ir men one of the principal of the former alienates a certain 
rrnrt d'reater or smaller in proportion to the am_ount acquired 
whichbis devoted to Bl10wany 011r_tutelar Deity. This however 
d,)es. nl)t uenerally armly to Clothes or plunder of_ that descrip­
tion indeed it almmt _ entirely rekrs to money in Gold or silver 
for when it con~ists of Di:1rnonds or Pc:1rl~ the leader draws blood 
from his hand anrl having sprinkled n little of it over them the 
sanction of the Deity to division is thereby considered to be 
obtained without any other alienation. But the omission of this 
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ceremony or neglecting when success attends us to propitiate a 
continuance of Bhowany's favor by laying aside a part of our 
acquisitions to be appropriated to her service would we firmly 
conceive bring heavy misfortune upon us. The office of strangler 
in these gangs is never allowed to he self-~u,sumed but is confer­
red with the due ceremony after the fitness of the candidate in 
point of firmness, bodily strength and activity has been ascer­
tained and a sufficient degree of expertness. in the use of the 
Roomal, or long shred of cloth used for the purpose of strangling 
has been acquired by long sham practice of the process among 
one another. 

When thus qualified the perrnn on whom the office is to be 
confe;-red proceeds to the fields, conducted by his Gooroo (spiri­
tual .r;uide) previously selected who c:1rries with him the Roomal 
or shred of cloth ~md anxiously lookm_g out for some favourable 
Omen, such as the cbirping of certain birds or their flight past 
the right hand, he knots the Roomal at each end the moment that 
either occurs, and delivers it to the candidate implorins;! success 
upon him. After this they return and the ceremony is closed by 
a feast or distribution of sweetmeats. It is the seniors only who 
confer this office, generally old Thugs held in some estimation, 
but who from the infirmity of age have ceased to accompany the 
Gangs on their expeditions, and who receive their chief support 
froni the voluntary contributions of those on whom they have 
conferred the privilege of using the Roomal. 

* * * * 

(Sd.) W. RORTHWJCK, 

Political A,!!'ent. 

Deposition of Bahader Khan HaviJdar of the 1st Company, 
Jawrah Contin~ent Corps of Infantry, age about 35 years 

Accordin.it to Orcicrs T proceeded with a party of sepoys and 
three sowars in charge of Amanoola one of the Thu!! prisoners 
who w:1s to rnint out the Rodies of cert::iin Travellers said to have 
been murdered by the Gan,g of thugs in confinement at .Tawrah 
between Mundesore and Dekolah on their route to Hindoostan. 
Accordingly the first spot the prisoner nointed out was about 4 
or S Coss beyond Mundesore on the Hindoostan road near the 
Villa.rte of Tarrode in the Narain~urh District about one-fourth 
of a Coss from the road where on removing- the earth to the 
depth of about 3 feet the body of a man was discovered. It was in 
a state of considerahle dec::iv ::ind the featurei: of the face were 
not distin~uishable but from all appearance it could not have 
been long interred. The Tattoo said to have helon~ed to the 
murdered peri;on and regardin~ which T was directed to make 
enouiries in the neighbourhood was hrom!ht to me bv the 
Villa_gers of Tarrode who !laid th:it thev believed it was left .be­
hind hy a kafela of Travellers who had rassed that way about 
20 da':s hefo,re :md _had stopred under the lar~e Bur tree during 
the night. fhe Prisoner next ,·nnducted m to the Village of 
Nawa about 2½ or 3 Coss hcyond Nccmuch to a spot about 4 or 
500 paces from the side of the road and nearly the same distance 
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from the village in the midsi: of a clump of Date Trees, where on 
clearing away the Earth {pur bodies were discovered. The hair 
on their heads was long and the Brahminical string was upon two 
of them, and though the skin w:is but partially cracked and de­
cayed, the features of the faces were not very distinctly discover­
able, still by any one to whom they had been· known in life-time 
they might have been recognized. From thence we proceeded 
to the Town of Gungrar and were taken by the prisoner to a 
place about one-fourth of a Coss f rum the side of the road to an 
Oid \Veil in the middle of a clump of Trees in the wall of which 
(which had fallen down) the prisoner told us the body of the 
Tra,·eiler murdered by the Gang at that stage was deposited; 
accordingly on removing a few stones and rubbish it was found. 
The accounts of the seizure of the Gang a few days pre\rious had 
spread over the country, and as we proceeded along, the purpose 
for which we were sent becoming known public curiosity was 
everywhere excited, and crowds of the inhabitants flocked around 
us to all the pl.i~es we came to; accordingly on our arrival at 
Neemahura among others a kallah came to the place where we 
had taken up our quarters and in the course of his visit recog­
nized in the hands of the Prisoner a small Hookah which he had 
a short time before provided for his son previous to setting out 
on a journey somewhere, this proved to the poor man the firat 
fearful foreboding of his sad misfortune which was soon confirm­
ed, for he followed us to the well the next morning and recog­
nized in the features of the body dug out of the well, his son. 
We afterwards proceeded to Sanganair beyond which about half 
a Coss and a few paces from the edge of the road the prisoner 
pointed out a spot where on removing the Earth four Bodies 
were discovered; they were very little decayed and their features 
were still clear and distinct. This was about 3 Coss from 
Dekolah where the prisoner and his asmciates had been seized 
and he having told us that he had pointed out the Bodies of all 
the Travellers who had been murdered by them between Munde­
surc ~111d that place, I considered my Orders executed and re­
turned. According also tu my instructions, I called the Patiels 
and Zemendars of the Villages in the vicinity of the different 
spots pointed out by the Prisoners as the scenes of the murders 
to witne~s the disinterment of the Bodies and took from them 
w:-itter;. statements of what they saw. (Here the Deponent pro­
duces the written statements of the Village Zemindars and 
Patels here alluded to, which are confirmatory of what he states 
in his deposition regarding the number and appearance of the 
bodies discovered at the different spots respectively.) 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

Deposition of Khowany Khan Havildar of the Powar Contingent 
Corps of Infantry, age 26 years 

I proceeded according to Orders with a Guard in Charge of 
t~e Thug prisoner Madary who was to point out the spot where 
his associates a short while before they were seized at Dekolah 
had murdered a Mahajun and his attendants. Accordingly th~ 
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prisoner proceeded tu the Southward of Rutl:.1m about 4 Coss 
on the Tanola-1-'etlawad ro,1d near the village of Badah and in 

- the boundary of that \'ill.1ge to a ~pot on the side of a Nullah a 
little off the road in the jungle, where there was a large hole 
about 3~ feet in depth :rnd of a somewhat circular form which 
he pointed out as the spot \Yhere the bodies of the Mahajun and 
his attendants were interred after being strangled. No vestiges 
of the bodies remained the friends of the deceased having, 1 was 
informed at Bardah as Zvell as at Ratlam, carried them away after 
they were di~covered, and disposed of them according to the 
funeral rites of their caste a heap of scones lay at the edge of 
the hole which had served to cover the bodies. After the spot 
had thus been pointed out by the prisoner I sent him back to 
Ratlam, and proceedinrr myself to Bardah waited upon Dhugee, 
the Thakoor of the \'illarte who sent :1 Bhal named Budja who 
had been present at the fir~t discovery of the Bodies of_ the per: 
sons murdered to point out to me where he had <l;1scoverea 
them. The Bheel took me to the same spot and pomted out 
the hole shown b\· the prisoner ar the place from which they had 
been di~interred. • 

(Sd.) vV. BORTHWICK, 

Political 11 Jte11 l. 

Deposition of Bhudja Bheel inhabitant, of the Village Bordah, 
Ratlam Djstrict, Age about 40 years 

Some time as well as T can remember in th~ mo~th of 
Brsak last (April 1828), it was repor~ed one mo,~mng m the 
Vd!:ige, that two men had been carried off by 11_gers an_d .that 
the_1r ma_ngled bodies were lying a short distance m the Jungle. 
This ex_c1ted the curiosity of the inhabitants and _a crowd of them 
proceeded to the place where the bodies were said to be. I went 
among others and saw two bodies which appeared much torn 
by the wild beasts but it was almost immediately observed that 
the- bodies mu~t have been dragged from a heap of _ston_es near 
to them .. This heap was examined and on rem~vmg it _three 
other bodies were discovered. They had been entirely st~1pped 
of clothes, but quite fresh and neither torn nor wounded 111 any 
part of them. All this brought certain circumsta_nces that _occur­
red to me ten days before, fresh to my recollect1on, the c1rcum­
fitances were t~ese-I had ~one in the i:norning _to the jungle for 

rewood and was • returnmg about mid-day with a cart-load, 
":'h~n near this spot I observed a large Kafcla of Travellers, some 
~vting near the b:!nk of the Nuliah and others _standing_; imme- --: 

l,!tely. on observing me two of them came with a qmc~ pace 
not ~u1t~ a run but approaching to it, find told me_ that 1t was 
En _f•,ngl1~h K:1fela (An.~raizy K utla arc the expr:css1ons of the 
_,vidence) and as the road was narrow (there was Jtmgle on each 

~ide) ordered me not to move until it had passed on, I accord­
mgly stood fast and ::is thcv did not move off quickly I took the 
Bullocks out of the Cart io relieve them from their load, and 
before the who.le went on, an interval of two Ghurries must have 
el~psed. Information was immediately conveyed to Rutlam of 
~his di·scovery. of the Bodies some days afterwar·ds, accounts hav­
mg been received that the persons murdered were a Mahajun and 
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4 :,rtend:rnts upon him from the Town of Gord:i people came 
from Rutlam :rnd burnt :1ccording 10 usa_ge their delayed re­
m:1i11:--. The Tlrnkour sent me along ·.,·itli the I-laYildar sent by 
Capc:1i11 Borthwick to point out the hole where the Bodies were 
found which I accordingly did. • 

(Sd.) 'vV ._ RORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

List of Articles found in the possession of the Thugs 
when apprehended 

4 Pieces silken stuff. 
1 Remnant ditto Ditto. 
2 Choonries (Females dress) one red, and one of a dark-

blue colour. 
1 Angrica Kimkab. 
1 Pair of silk paujamas. 
:, Handkerchiefs, silk, 4 red :rnd 1 yellow colour. 
1 Hindoostany undress night Topee. 
I Sol:1, silk, worn round the loins by Hindoos when dress­

ing their meals. 
14 Turbands red colour. 
12 Ditto, white ditto. 
8 Doputtehs white 12 and red 6. 
6 I-landkerchiefs, cotton, 3 white and 3 coloured English 

manufacture. 
9 Dhoties. 
1 Remnant English Chintz. 
2 Remnant fine white cloth (cotton) of English manufac­

ture. 
3 Putkehs. 

22 Cotton cloth Angricas. 
2 ditto, ditto, ditto padded with cotton. 
I Labada ditto, ditto, ditto. 
4 Cl1udders woollen doth, 3 red and 1 Green. 
3 Jackets of woollen cloth, 2 French Gray and one red. 

The Jackets :ippear tu be Military but are much torn 
and the Buttons taken off. 

1 Saddle cloth woollen (Native). 
3 Kumhuls. 

IO Paujamas white cotton. 
1 Small Satrcnjce worillen (for pl:iying at the Game of that 

name). 
3 Saries, female dress. 
2 \,Vehs eonsisting of 8 Ornies (female dresse~) each, _colour-

ed. 
1 Taba_g copper. 
1 Tahelah ditto. 
1 Lamp ditto. 
3 Amarty ditto. 
1 Ink-holder ditto. 
9 Thalies Brass. 
3 Tabelahs ditto. 
3 Chilnies ditto. 



4 Spoons or Saddles brass. 
13 K.uttories ditto. 
2 Tusslahs Brass. 
1 Peala ditto. 
, Lotas. 
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4 Butlooees brass. 
4 Abkhoras ditto. 
5 Tawas Iron. 
1 Small common Goorgury or Hooka. 
5 Curry Combs Iron. 
2 Trunk Keys ditto. 
4 Hooks for cutting Grass ditto. 
6 Pins for Picketting Horses ditto. 
2 Spoons or Ladles ditto. 
2 Spear Blades ditto. 
1 Pair fire Tongs. 
2 Common Metal Hook:ih bottoms. 
8 Koorpas Iron. 
1 Axe ditto. 

18 Swords. 
3 Kuttars. 
2 Goopties. 
1 Pistol. 
3 Matchlocks. 
1 Blunderbuss. 
1 Ghorky. 
1 Native Saddle and Bridle. 
1 Ditto whip. 
3 Fish nets. 
1 Meerdung or hand Drum. 
8 Female leg and feet ornaments coarse metal. 
1 Bag cont::iinin.-r a large quantity of cornelians cut in 

different forms such as necklaces, Taweezes Seals 
etc. also a number of Sirrotas for cutting beetle nut 
and other similar small ware articles. 

l Small box containing Musk. 
1 Small chittery or umbrella. 

25 Tattoos. 
36 Rupees 4 as. of the following currencies. 

Rupees 7-12 as. Gojein. 
Rupees 7-8 as. Salim Shaee. 
Rupees 6-8 as. Kuldar. 
Rupees 14-8 as. Not known. 

85 Pysee chiefly of Malwa Coinage. 
1 Gold Necklace. 
1 Piece of silver being part of the mounting of a sword. 
4 Small bits of Silver. 
2 Silver Rings. 
1 Gold ditto. 
1 Pair of Hindoostany shoes woollen cloth embroidered. 

• 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent . 
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Lii;t of articles found in the possession of the Thugs which 
lrnve been recognized hy their friends as belonging to the four 
Mmimlman 1ravellers returning to Bhop;1l but murdered by the 
Gang on their way between Baroda and Malwa; also list of 
articles recognized as belonging to him by the friends of the 
Mahajun who with liis attendants was murdered by the Gang to 
the Southward of Rutlam :-

List. of articles rccogni:::ed as T,clo11gi11g to the 
NI11ss11lma11 Trai•ellers. 

I Piece about 2 yards of red woollen cloth used as chudder 
or covering in the cold weather. 

1 Sword (Guzeratty). 
I Sword scabbard. 
1 Sword Helt and Buckle. 
1 Turband (red bolour). 
2 Putkehs. 
3 Doputtehs. 
2 Common Metal Hookah Bottoms. 
2 Trunk Keys. 
1 Bridle. 
1 Whip. 
1 Native Saddle. 
1 White Hankerchief with silk border. 
2 Iron pim for picketting horses. 

A mina Bird, and cage. 

List of Articles recug11i:::ed as bclo11gi11g to the l\fohaju11. 

1 Silken Sola; a piece of silk cloth to wrap round the loins 
of Hindoos when dressing their meals. 

2 \,Vhite Doputtahs. 
2 Turbans (red). 
1 Brass spoon or Ladle. 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

It may be necesary here to observe that the persons who 
c.ime to recognize and claim the property of their deceased 
friends were in the first instance required to make out lists ot 
the different articles of property which their friends had about 
them, before they were allowed to t:ee single article of things 
found i11 the po~session of the Thugs, and in the lists which 
they accordingly ~ave in, among_ many othe~ articles which !hey 
respectively contamed were spec1ficatb: mentlone~ and described 
those enumerated in the above two lists as having been recog­
nized. 

(Sd.) W. BORTH\VICK, 

Political Agent. 
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I .ist of articles idc11li/icd hv the e,..1idc11ccs as hc/011.f!i11g to 
particular l11dh:idual:; m-,d f)ar/ics of Trm:cllcrs murdered by 
the Ga11gs. 

To 

Sm, 

1 Khimkah Augrica. 
1 Hindoo~tany undress night topee taken from the person 

of the Byni~y or F:1keer murdered by the Gang at 
the place where they celebrated the Hooly in 
Guzerat. 

1 Lehada taken from the Mussulman murdered by the 
Gang of Heera and Mandun being the first act of 
murder they committed ;1fter setting out from their 
countr\". -

2 Guopties c;ne belonged to the above Mussulman and the 
other to the Hactjee murdered at the first stage from 
Baroda. 

I Blunderhms belonged to 4 Travellers murdered at the 
stage of the· G:rng immediately beyond Neemuch. 

3 Fish Nets belonged to the party of Kuhars murdered by 
the Gan£! between Guzerat and Malwa. 

8 Female ornaments for the legs and feet belonged to the 
women with the above Kuhars. 

1 Meerdung. or hand Drum belong[edl to the Rasdaries 
murdered hy the Gan.t!s of Oomrao and Makhun in 
their pro!!ress to Guzerat. 

I Box of Musk-belonged to the Kachee murdered at 
Raggogurh. One of the Evidences (Madary) how­
ever thinks that this musk was found on the person 
of the Sahookar murdered near Bara Hutty in the 
progress of the G:rng to Guz:erat. 

1 Chittery belonged to the Subadar murdered at Raggo­
gurh. 

The Carnelian Necklaces, seals, Taweezes, Sirrotas, etc. 
belonged to the Bissatties murdered near Dubhoy. 

I Khimkab Au!:!rica :ilso belonged to the Bissatties. 
I Pistol also belonged to the above Bysatties. 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

No. 908 

GEORGE SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

1.li1 c_f Secretary to Go'1.•er11mc11t 

f 11 the Political Dcpart111e11t. 

Fort William. 

. A_ Gang of Thugf:, were apprehended last February by the 
j11recttons and exertions of the late Acting Agent and Captain 
' ec1:1nn the Principal Assist:int at Jubulpore; who have been 
rnnv!cted of havin~ nerpetrated no less than 22 Murders, bet­
ween November 1829 :md February 1830. The scene of their 
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outrages, with the exception of one place, Bahadurpore, was in 
the neighbouring territories of the Scindeahs, and in Bhopal. It 
has therefore appeared to me, that the case cannot be referred, 
for want of . . . . . . (torn) . . . . . . . . . . . 
the Right Honourable the Governor General in Council, the 
details of this dreadful trial. 

2nd. I have the honor to suhmit, the following papers in 
the case, noted in the margin:-

J st.-The Persian record of the trial and the English 
correspondence submitted by the Principal Assist­
ant at Jubbulpore. 

'.?11d.--My Proceedings in English. 
3-rd.-A Precis in English of the Evidence, as it applies 

to each individual prisoner. 
3rd. It is supposed, on good authority that no less than 400 

Thugs, infested this part of the Country, in the Cold weather 
(torn). 

5th. It will suffice me to state, that one Thug was seized, on 
the Rewah road, under circumstances of great suspicion, and the 
G:,ng dispersed for the time. The murders committed at Arrnur­
pattuh, have not~ however, yet been satisfactorily investigated, 
and as far as the evidence obtained, have no reference to the 
present prisoners. 

6th. A party of Najeebs, and Sawars, were then despatched 
towards tl,e Savgor, and Bhopaul Frontier, to scour the Roads, 
chiefly infested by these miscreants, with spies, and a General 
warrant signed by th~ Acting Agent to the Governor General, 
and 1mcceeded in arresting the Prisoners from No. 1 to No. 24 
both included. 

7th. l am aware that the use of General Warrants, is dis­
approved of generally hy Goyernment, is liable to great abuse, 
and to-lea.cl tu serious oppression. It must however be recollect­
ed and the fact deserves the highest consideration·, that the 
ha~ds of -these miscrc~mts arc raised a_gainst mankind, in general, 
of all description~, sparing neither Hindoo, nor Mussulrnan. 
'fhe Hindoo Thug murdering :-1 Brehman and a Mussulrnan 
P.hansiya slaying a Syuci without compunction, or remorse, they 
assume no particul~1r dress, belong to no caste, cannot be dis­
tinguished .by o,~it,,vard :1ppearnnce, fro!11 o.ther men; possess few 
weapons, are adepts at a II sorts of d1sgu1se. and descriptions 
an j move about the Country, with great ('apidity, constantly 
changing their names and even Caste, and religion; ·under these 
circumsta.nces, if. they :1re to be brought to justice at all than 
which nothing can be more desirable .or impe~ative, or{ our 
GO\·ernment, it must be done, by the aid of their confederates; 
and their arrest can only be effected by sudden, and often un­
foreseen mensurcs; for the i:ake of the lives of all the travellers 
thus miserably endangered; the liberty of the subject must bend 
to a temporary suspension as !he lesser evil of the two, and 
therefore though the use of spies and general Warrants, wiU 
doubtless occasionally cret1te great evils and much distress to 
individua2ls it must be submitted to, as the least of the evils 
attending such a depraved state of society, as at present obtains 
in these provin.ces, and in general throughout the whole conti­
nent of India. 

8 

Government 

"· Madaree. 
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8th. The evidence against the prisoners, is I think, ample 
satisfacwry; and their guilt is unquestionable. It consists of 
four approvers, Heera, Thakoordas alias Mahadeo, Mah:ibur, 
and Maharaj. 

9th. Heera was with the gang in a menial capacity, and wit­
noircd no less than 22 murders and is the Chief Witness in this 
case. His evidence has been corroborated by many circumstances 
of great weight carrying conviction of its truth to my mind-

} st.--The free unembarrassed and consistant way m 
which he gave his evidence before the Principal 
Assistant, and myself, undergoin_g a long, and intri­
cate cross-examination, with the greatest collected­
ness, affording a moral certitude, that he related 
facts, which must have occurred in his presence. 

211d.-The evidence of Tlrnkoor<lass, alias M:.1hadeo, 
Mah:1hut and Maharaj who formed part of a second 
gang, but who aided (and) abetted the prisoners at 
the Bar on two of the murders committed by them by 
their council, advice and eventual participation in 
the spoil. 

3rd.-Thc depositions of severa I old pardoned. Thugs, 
who recognize the prisoners, ail<l unarnmously 
agree about their parentage, mode of life and other 
points, in which false testimony would assuredly 
stumble. 

4t/1.-The arr-est of the prisone,rs in a gang, and their 
inability, to give any consistant account of them­
selves. 

St/1.-The nature of the property found upon them, 
consisting of all kinds of valuables, not at all con­
sistant with their apparent poverty, 0r mode of life 
particularly two sepoy's regimental coats, one appa­
rently of the line, and the other of the Artillery or 
Clashees. 

6th.-The Turb:rn of the Parsee, who was murdered at 
Onrnree. and which was found on them, and recog-

- nized b\· the deceased's own servant. 
tt/1.-Thc fre~ and unbiassed confession of Shaikh 

Mudaree, one of the 'gang, which through proving 
~uilt. only on himself, yet may he con.si4ered as a 
link m the chain, of corroborative evidence, and 
:1ttesting the truth of the Approvers' depositions; 
and iastly, the fact that the bodies or remains of 
them of every murder deposed to, by Hurea, and 
Thakoordass have been subseq11ently pointed _out hy 
them affording a conclusive proof of the fidelity of 
their evidence. 

10th. I do not therefore, think, that I have condemned the 
pd1-oners, on evidence in the least apocryphal. 

d 11th. Th_e s~ntence~ passed Of! the Prisq_ners have been fram­l on the Pnnc1oles laid down in the 5th Paragraph of your 
i!!~r to Major Stewart of the 23rd October 1829 viz. : To the 
i a ers, a~d (to) all the Gang, proved to have been employed, 
n strangling; sentence of death has been passed; to those 
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employed in decoying and enticing the victims, to their fate; ·or 
in aiding to remove and conceal the bodies, sentence of Tran­
sportation for life, or confinement for a certain terms of year, 
according to the circumstances of each particular case, has been 
adjusted. To those who have acted merely as followers of the 
Gang employed, in the performance of menial duties, such as 
Saye::cs etc. a Minor term of imprisonment has been decreed. 

12th. All descriptions of the Gang appearing however to 
have participated in the plunder I have not considered it proper, 
to pass a sentence less than 7 years, on any of them nor would 
it be r-afe, or proper to let loose any of this gang, without ample 
security. 

13th. Security, and even deposits of money, are, I .. lament 
to say, but inadequate checks upon these pests of society, 'as has 
been demonstrated by the late tri:il of Indore, many of those, 
executed there, having furnished :imple security before they 
were released from the Husungabad Jail. 

14th. I heg leave to draw the attention of his Lordship in 
Council to Captain Sleeman's proposition, relative to the dis­
trict of Bhelsa, which experience has shown, is the favourite 
field for these monsters, to commit their enormities in. 

15th. I also annex the correspondence noted below, and 
have no hesitation in stating that in my opinion Beharee Lall is 
ci leader of Thugs and will if his career be not timely checked 
under pretence of zeal for his Banking. house cause the death of 
hundreds of travellers by the employment of Thugs avowedly 
released from confinen1ent to repay to him the money that they 
had robbed him of:-

From Captain Sleeman, 7th January 1830. To Captain 
Sleeman, 5th February. 

Frnm Acting Resident at Indore, 16th March. 
From Captain Sleeman, 5th April-To the Magistrate at 

Hummeerpore, 7th April. 
From Acting Resident at Indore, 29th April. 

16th. Cai.,tain Sleeman h:1s commented on the circumst:mc·es 
i; 0 fully that it would he wast~ of time for me: to add anything 
<'ll the subject. I shall therefore conclude with the hope that 
in future no Thugs, arrested by any British functionary will he 
made over to the- Chieft:iins. and forei~n authorities; but will 
he proceeded against, :1ccordinl1 to the rules laid down, in the 
3rd· :ind 4th Parngraphs of your letter of the 211rd October 1829 
for Hii:. Lordship m'.ly rest assured th:H a!I Thugs thus made 
over to forei1rn .forisdicfof!S will be made n ~ubject of Barter and 
tr·ide and will be set at ltberty to levy· their ransom upon the -
tr;vellers and way-faring rr:en in all parts of India. 

17th. The notes of depositions submitted with this letter 
""ere taken by me personally in the first _in~trmce to aid and guide 
my judgment, hut. eventually f?r suhm~ss1on to Government as 
J thom:tht they m1t!ht he considered n ore valuable th::m any 
translation of the Persian Documents. 
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18th. You will observe that I have sentenced the men to be 
hung in chains, in the hopes that such an example may deter the 
Thug community from infesting these provinces in future. 

19th. The Witness Heeria having fully disclosed all he knew 
of the transactions of this gang, and being a novice in the trade 
I beg to recommend he may be pardoned entirely hut Thakoor 
class alias Mahadeo having left off stranqling formerly and again 
taken to it as Muhabut and Mah:m1j know and having in my 
opinion fully deposed to the whole of the cirrumst:inces within 
their knowledge I would recommend should be imprisoned .until 
they individually furnish security for their good conduct for 
life in the sum of 500 Rupees each which security shall be ap­
proved of by the Agent before their release shall take place, 
should however they give such evidence as may lea~ to the 
seizure and condemn-ation of the gang of Noorkh~n altos Golab, 
hopes might be held out to them of a mitigation of their 
sentences. 

20th. Finally I beg leave to state that I have spared neither 
time nor labour in the investigation of this momentous case, 
and the trial in the mo<le best adopted to the comprehension of 
the merits of the case. 

I have, etc. 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 
Agent to the Governor General. 

OFFICE OF THE AGENT 
TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

JUBBULPORE: 
The 5th July 1830. 

THE TRIAL OF GOVERNMENT versus SHIKH MADAREE AND OTHERS 
FOR· MURDER BY STRANGULATION OF 22 MEN BETWEEN NOVEM­
BER 1829 AND FEBRUARY 1830. 

* * *· * 
To 

F. C. SMITH, ESQUIRE, 

Algent to the Governor General, 

Saugor and the Nurbudda Territories. 

Sm, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch 

Depart- No. 908 of the 5th Ultimo submitting your proceedings relative 
to ::i Gang of Thugs seized under the order of the late Acting 
Agent and hy Captain Sleeman, Principal Assistant at Jubut­
pore and convicted of having perpetrated no less than 22 Mur­
ders between November 1829 and February last. 

2nd. For. the reasons stated by you namely that the murders 
having been with. the exception of one place committed in the 
adjacent Territories 'lf the Sindeah and Bhopaul Frontiers could 
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not for want of regular jurisdiction he referred to the Judicial 
Department, the Governor General in Council approves of 
your having adopted a course of proceeding similar to that sanc­
t ionerl in the case of the Gang of Thugs apprehended by Captain 

, Brothwick at Mahidpore last year and I am now directed to 
communicate to you the orders of His Lordship in Council on 
the sentences pronounced by you on the several individuals who 
lrnve been tried and convicted. 

* * * 
FORT OF. WILL I AM : 
·Ith .4u~ust 1830. 

I have, etc., 
(Sd.) G. W. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

~o. 1866 
To 

. ·-· • } 
Ii'. T. PRINSEP,. ESQUIRE, 

Secretary to the Governor General 

in the Political Department. 

Head Quarters. 
SIR, . 

A short tiine after my receiving charge of the. Agency I Political. 
was inior:med that· a· number of persons had been confined in 
the different Jails under charge of Thuggee. ever since 1823 
A. D. without having had any regular triai and without sen-

,tence having· been passed on them which information was on 
enquiry confirmed. 

1nd .. • On a perusal of the case as far as it had been investi­
gated T immediately orde·red the whole of the prisoners to be 
sent to the Jubulpore. Jail, and -directed Captain Sleeman 
whose knowledge of the Proceedings and Customs of those 
people has been most satisfactorily exhibited of late, to investi­
gate into the merits, ,1nd _if sufficient proof should be obtained 
to commit"tnem 1qr trial before me. 

3rd.- The Papers I have now the honour to submit for the 
orders if the Governor General are as follows :-

J st:__.:.Capt~in Slee~an's letter of committal dated the 19th 
• ·.October last. . Copy. 

2,id.-A Sketch map of the route taken by the Gang . 
. lrd:.:..:.:...My proceedings in Persian. Original. 
4thly . .:_My proceedings in English with a F'recis of the 

Evi~ence as it applies to each individual prisoner. 

4th. Gt:fmberia the scene of one transaction wherein 11 
men ·were strangled by the Gang was at the period in question 
1822/23 in the Territory of the Scindeah; and it has therefore 
;1ppear<:!1l to.·me that' ·the trial cannot be referred to the Judicial 

''-
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Department oQ default of Jurisdiction; but must be disposed 
of by the Political Department of which distinction was dis­
tinctly recognized as valid in Mr. Swinton's despatch of tht 4th 
August 1830. 

5th. It appears that in 1822 A. D. a noted Thug named 
Soorawun with several others escaped from the Mynpore Jail, 
Mr. H. T. Owen the officiating Magistrate anxious to recap­
iure such dangerous and noted. convicts, took memmres for that 
purpose; but unfortunatclv he selected as his instrument a 
Jemadar of the Chuckurnagur Thanah, a man who united with 
the greatest pretences to zeal, activity and Humanity the 
deepest duplicity, hypocricy and villainy. This man had for 
several years previous to the time in question, been in league 
~ith bands of Thugs, had several times joined in their strangl­
tng excursions, and his position near Scindouse, the former 
nursery of Thugs, a place so famous in the :111nals of Thug 
exploits, was admirably suited to favour his designs deceiving 
his superiors bv a show of zeal and hv occasionall~, arresting 
the Thugs obnoxious to his own gang· and delivering them up 
to coni:iign punishment he assumed with rnccess the character 
of an efficient and energetic Police Officer with the anomalous 
title of Leader of Bands of Thugs and murderers, at one and 
at the same time. ' • 

6th. This man with his companions, 9 Issuree Chuprassee 
:-md 72 Rae Khan Burkundaze was selected by the officiating 
Magistrate to arrest Soorawun and .others; and was despatched 
with a general warrant with orders to proceed through Bundel­
khund and Central India in. pursuit of his Mission. 

7th. The Jemadar accordingly assembled his gang of depen­
dent Thu,gs, and proceeded on his two-fold undertaking from 
the Mynporee district. He was ioined by many Thugs on the 
ro:id and after seizing several of the men* who had broken from 
Jail at Mynporee he made his appe,irance with about 60 Thugs 
at Gumberea near Bahtgur. 

8th. Eleven men were destroyed hy the Gang, they then 
proceeded to Rehly where 4 more were strangled. They then 

, cros~ed the Nerhudda .ind killed a solitarv wayfaring man near 
Adagoon, .ind thence to a place called Chourey, here their pro­
gres<; towards the south ceased. 

9th. Dhunnee Khan, here received intimation from his 
scouts, that Soorawun was approaching with a Gang of Thugs 
from the Dukhun under the supreme command of Aman 
Soohadar. He immediately ;1pplieci to an Officer on duty there 
with a party of pioneers and obtained a det;1chment of sepoy~ 
hy whose aid he arrested Soorawan. It was however, contrary 
to his interests, to take on the 1rnard which was offered to him 
to escort the prisoner to Juhulpore and he therefore returned 
them to the Officer and proceeded with the .~ang towards 
Chupparah. Aman Soobadar fearf 111 of heing also arrested by 
the .Tem;idar who w;is perfectly 1ware of his pretensions and 
character. placed himi;;elf and his _rtang at his disposal, and 
elected him the Mundail of the united gang of Thugs and per­
former! the ceremony of investing him with a turhan of chief­
tainship at Chupparah in the presence of the united Gang. 

•They were forwarded direct to Mr. Owen. 
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10th. At Chupparah a Moonshee returning from Hyderabad 
on his way to Hindustan overtook them, and was easily per­
suaded to travel with them by the pressing recommendations -0£ 
Dhunnee Khan, the Chuprassie and the several Jemadars of 
Thugs for the sake of safety, and protection from the danger of 
the identical gang whom he had rn ignorantly and so futilely 
joined, the fame of whose ravages were at the time so ripe. 

11th. The gang with their intended prey in view, arrived 
safely at the village Luckna<lown, in the Seonee district, and 
in the same eYening murdered the whole party by a most 
systcmati~ and well-organized plan of attack. On one side was 
the town close by, on the other not a hundred yards off were 
the servants and tents of an Officer; and close by a large convoy 
of Magazine stores, yet so perfect were the arrangements, that 
not the slightest alarm was given, nor the least interruption 
experienced on their undertaking. No suspicion of the cha­
racter, nor of the acts of the gang were apparently entertained 
by anY of the persons on the spot. Not satisfied with the murder 
of the adults, they actually buried alive the Babe of the unfor­
tunate Moonshee who had been at the Massacre, saved by the 
Humanity (for even these remorseless wretches sometimes show 
glimpses of pity) of one of the Jernadars; but who was eventually 
sacrificed :is a measure of precaution for the safety of the gang. 

12th. They then proceeded to the Village of Dhooma in the 
Seonee district from whence 5 men who were journeying 
towards Jubulpore were followed by a deputation from the 
Gang and murdered. The spoil was brought back and duly 
divided and shared among the Gang. 

13th. I should here observe that the party of Thugs under 
Aman Singh who joined Dhunnee Khan near Chourey, mur­
dered 5 travellers one of whom was a Jemadar and Soobadar 
of 0 qr regular Infantry at Doongurtal on the road between 
Seon/:e and Nagpoor previous to their junction with Dhunee 
Kharfs party. 

14th. The whole body after a short delay at Dhooma, crossed 
the Nerbudda at Jh:msy Ghaut where their long and successful 
course of crime was at length interrupted and finally brought to 
a close. 

15th. Kulean an approver and a leader of Thugs, in a for­
mer case was arrested in 1820 in the valley accused of murder 
of a number of travellers at Jhansy Ghaut on the Nerbudda. 
Fearful of the consequences of the arrest and naturally desirous 
of ingratiating himself into the good graces of Mr. Malony the 
former Agent to the Governor General of these territories at 
whose mercy he justly comidered himself to be placed. H~ in 
1822 wrote to his Brother Motee* then in Scindeah's territories 
~order:nµ on Bundelkhund:, and Mynpo~ee, ?irecting him to 
Join the 1st large gang of I hugs who might intend to proceed 
in the direction of Ccntr:il Jndi_a? for tht; purpose -of witnessing 
their acts, and e•:entually to facilitate their a:rest whenever they 
might approach towards Jubbulopre in thetr expedition. By 
chance they joined the present Gang, a most fortunate event and 
the salvation of many hundred lives. 

• An approver in this case. 

I Moonshee. 
I Wife. 
I Child. 
8 Men. 

Dhwna. 
Seoni. 

Seoni. Nagpur. 
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16th. Motee as soon as the Gang crossed the Nerbudda has­

tened to Jubulpore, and at his instigation, Mr. Malony cau~ed 
the whole gang 115 in number to be arrested at Noo~sur w1t_h 
a large collection of booty laden on tattoos the fruit of their 
numerous murders. They were all seized in a body and at the 
same time were brought in prisoners to that Gentleman. 

17. It was certainly extremely unfortunate though by no 
means extraordinary that Dhunnee Khan, on producing his 
warrant and other vouchers to his identity as a police officer, 
so fai- deceived Mr. Malony that although he wrote in the docu-
ment certifying their release from durance, . that th_ey . we~e 
accused of being Thugs, he set them at large not cons1denng _it 
expedient to detain the police officers of the Mynpooree Magis­
trate without stronger proof of their culpability _than he at that 
time possessed. 

18. The gang led by Jemadar immediately· ·marched to' 
P_atun a few coss on t~e ro~d towards Sa!,lgor in a body butdads 
a measure of _precaution dispatched their Booty on loa. e. 
tatoos by· a"different route and sent some men back to the v1c1-
nity of Dnooma to hury the travellers whom they had but a few 
days before murdered and whose dead bodies they had neglected 
previously to inter. 

19th. Kulean in despair at such an ~nt~~ard result of his 
machinafons and good intentions prevailed on sev·eral of the 
Gang, through the instrumentality of his brother, to co.me for­
ward and relate circumstantially the misdeeds and cruelties they 
ha4 se~n performed by the Gang. Mr. Malony at length fully 

18th March 1823. satisfied of the character of Thugs caused them to be fin~lly 
arrested at Patun 103 in number desirous- q10reover of securmg 
those who had departed with the Booty and others who had 
evaded arrest. He sent two of the informer8 Heera (now 

Hamirpur. at Hu_mt;erpore Jail) and Deena (now at Bhopaul,) with yeople 
comm1ss1oned to seize them; but .the~ informers considering the 
tra~e .. of Thuggee as the most profitable, escaped from the guard 
whrcn accompanied them, :md never returned in the capacity of 
approvers. 

• 20th .. Mr. Malony then judged, that sufficient evidence no 
longer existed sufficient to convict the gang of the crimes they 
were accused of; and delayed their trial in consequence soon 
a!ten_vards he proceeded to Saugor and to the great loss to the ser­
vice m the course of a short period departed this life. 

21st: It is not very clear why the case was subsequently post­
poned t_ill at length it fell into oblivion. The changes of Agents 
and their repeated illnesses were most probably the chief causes. 

22nd. Ample proof to substantiate the guilt of the survivors 
of the gang 72 in number, the rest having all died in Jail has 
now been procured, and recorded in evidence, and many ~10re 
of the Gang would have come forward and would have become 
approvers, if I had_ thought prop·er or had considered it neces­
sary for the due administration of Justice to have sanctioned such 
a measure. The number of approvers already admitted I however 
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judged to be ample, and I felt no inclination to save from the 
due punishment of the law more of these wholesale murderers 
than were deemed sufficient for the condemnation of their 
accomplices. 

23rd. The evidence against the prisoners is I think ample and 
satisfactory and their guilt will I ha,·e no douht be considered 
unquestionable-

] st.-They were once arrested in a gang 115 in number; 
a second time in a gang of 103 : are unable to give 
any satisfactory account of the cause of their being 
assembled in a body; and generally speaking deny 
having travelled together though they could not 
impugn their arrest in a body. 

2nd.-There are no less than eight witnesses who actual­
ly were present at the atrocities committed by 'the 
Gang. 

Jrd.-The divided interests and deadly animosities of 
the witnesses- towards each other, warrant the gene­
ral fidelity and truth of their narrations, they form 
three classes of apprm·ers and have in turns caused 
the arrest of the friends and allies of the others and 
when their testimony is imputing guilt on any indi­
vidual, I cannot imagine a stronger evidence on 
which to ground a conviction. I have for the sake 
tif perspecuity marked the classes A, B and C. 

Class .4.-Motee, Anundee, Dulpat and Chutaree-­
bitterly opposed to B. 

Class B.-Busuntee, Dhun Singh and Daulut-bittei-ly 
opposed to A. 

Class C.-Gungaram-bitterly opposed to both. 
4th.-The free unembarrassed and consistent manner 

in which the approvers ha\'e deposed the minuteness 
of their descriptions, and the satisfactoriness of their 
cross-examinations afford a moral certainty that they 
have related only the facts they actually saw and 
known to he true. 

Sth. Some of the property found with the gang has 
been identified as having belonged to the men 
murdered by the gang. 

(l n the Doon.!!crtal case and some of the Monshee's pro­
p~rty is recognized by the approvers.) 

6t/z.-Eleven bodies murdered at Lucknadown were 
desintered by order of Mr. Malony were pointed 
out by the informers and were found to have been 
stra~gled _and btiried in the manner at the place they 
had perv1ously deposed to. ' 

. 24th. The sentences passed on the Prisoners have been fram­
ed in the Principles laid down in the 5th Paragraph of Mr. 
Swinton's letter dated the_ 23rd Octoher 1829, 'i.,iz.-

• Jst.-On Prisoners proved to be known Thugs, but 
accused_ by only one Witness of having been a 
strangler on this occasion sentence of transportation 
for life. • 

9 

Burthote. 



l11d.-i•uil proof of prisoners liaving strangled or aided 
and assisted therein or having been a Jemadar or 
leader of Thugs, sentence of Death. 

,;,,/.-On Prisoners convicted of having been present 
with the gang but not actively employed, sentence 
of 7 years imprisonment has been passed. 

4th.-Prisoners Boys at the time to be released on security. 
Sth,_;..Superior Ministerial duties such as grave digger 

burier of murdered bodies enticing ,. ictims and aid-
ing to remove bodies-tra1nsportation for life. 

6th.-Inferior Ministerial duties such as watching-impri­
sonment for 14 rears. 

25th. The proposition submitted by Captian Sleeman in the 
11th Paragraph of his letter for the disposal of the approvers 
on this case is so rc:1son:1ble and expedient, that I venture to 
re_commend it for adoption. 

26th. It may with some show of justice, more specio_us h_ow­
ever th~n real, be urqed that after the lapse of near! lyJ eight 
years, smce the prisoners were arrested, sentence of death ought 
not to be passed or carried into execution on any of them; but I 
c:in by no means assent to the correctness of such an observa­
tion.· The crimes they arc convicted of are abhorent to human 
nf ture, they are the sworn natural :ind irreconcileable enemies 
~ !Ilankind unit_ed by the bonds of a depraved religion i~ 
dheir compact- with c:ich other; and as they show none, the} 

eser~c no mercy. Mere:\" to such wretches would be c_ruelty to 
~anki~d. Their respite from dea_th for so long a period, m~y 

e attr.buted solely to their t!<><nl fortune and can form no valid 
plea for present leniency. • • 

610} 7th - ~?te~>ver it is ~bsolutely_ necessary to follow up t~e 
Jubui lately 111 ~1c:ted on this class of people at Indore and . at 
ti • pore and It is requisite to keep up the terror with which 

1e1r com l d f • • d by de r:i<. e~ an. con cdcratcs at large arc at present 1nsp1re 
h 11 1monst rat,ng 111 the most c:onelusive m:111ncr that no mercy 

Tha ,e cxM·tended towards men con\'ic:ted of the horrid crime of 
• uggee, urder and Robbery. 

ta .28ih. For these reasons I record though with pain and reluc­
su~? f orf \ have !'JO! been accustomed to preside over trials of 
the 11 ear hu 1~i31~n1tudc, and deep responsibility my opinion that 
to- tait ~t 011 in the case of the present priso~ers, be permitted 
shoutl hes.coffrse and that 'th~ se!1tcnces pas~ed on the prisoners 

SU ered to he earned mto execution. 
29th. It h b · and d as een my endeavour and I have taken great pams 

intelliplhie no )~hour in tl~e task, to furnish a concise clf:ar 
• h g and comprehcns1,·c account of this momentous trial 
~, t ope~ that the v~luable time of the Governor General may 
inde~dP•irr1 ~>n :t little as possible, and I shall be disappointed 
endeav' 1' 1v~ Jeen so unfortunate as to have failed in my 
d.efe~tiicurs ;_ r if ~hi precis of the trial., bE: pronounceg. either 
fidence th~r a ~c~~c, m~y at all. eve~ts, f th11;1k, _assert ~I~h con­
with fid l"tyt I h.l\ t:: summed up the evidence with 1rilparhahty and e I • 
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30th. Having thus brought this case to its legitimate termina­
tion, the Go\'ernor General will naturally expect from my 
increased cxpcfcnct· in the ways and customs of this atrocious 
dass of savage murdercn, a matured plan for the gradual extir• 
p,ition of !'uch :1 scourge tu seciety. In truth my views have 
c,·er since I took possession of my present charge been turned 
to the momentous subject; ;ind I entertain sanguine hopes that 
the course of proL·edure which I am now ahout to unfold will be 
found adequate to the exigency. 

31st. Iri my letter of the 21st September last to Government, 
l intim:itcd an intention to this effect, and the receipt of 
Mr. Secretary Swinton's despatch of the 8th October anticipat­
ing my proposal has ackkd to my anxiety to meet the wishes of 
Government. 

32nd. I had been in comtant communication with Captain 
Sieeman respecting the best means of extirpating a race of me.n 
e,•idently on the increase of late years e\'er since I joined the 
Agency; :md my leisure moments ha\'e been constantly devoted 
:o- consider:Hiom of that nature. I felt however considerable 
doubt respecting the proper course I ought to pursue as I was 
well aware of the difficulty of the undertaking, the many interests 
at stake concerned in upholding these miscreants most of the 
native states of Central India and in Bundelkhund sheltering 
and protecting them either -a,·owedly or tacitly and I was I 
must also confess in some measures deterred from grappling 
manfully with the subject by personal (but not selfish) consiaera­
tidrts. I recollected with dismay ·and discouragement, that 
nei'ther success nor zeal, nor unbounded devotion to my duty 
could screen me from the successful misrepresentations of men 
interested in defaming my official conduct at Merutt; nor from 
the Government. I was also aware that I no longer possessed 
the -health nor the stamina, nor the elasticity of mind which 
enable me to withstand and resist without shrinking from the 
former assault on my fame and character and that I no longer 
could .with propriety run risks without injuring others far more 
dear to me than myself. vVith these recollections in view H-is 
Lorqship will I trust pardon the demur which took place in 
voluntering my services in the cause of humanity, and will 
attribute the delay which did not exist for any len~th of time 
to anything r:ither than deficiency of zeal for the public service. 

33rd. Mr. Secretary Swinton's despatch of the 8th October 
last has co~1pletely cfostroyed _any renrnin~ of indecision on my 
~art an_d with the hope o~ His Lordships ~upport and ·protec­
tion I shall embark on this arduous duty with all the devotion 
:md zeal I can command. 

34th. Captain Sleeman has authorized me to state that the 
accou~t 0f the Thugs ·lately published _in t~e newspapers copy 
of ·which was enclosed to me 111 Mr. Swmton s letter was written 
by him with a ,·iew to draw attention to a subject daily· becom­
ing n,:rore interesting, ~rnd ~vhich it} his op!n~on, would soon if 
not timely checked, equal 111 atrocity and tnJury to India the 
Pindaree system so happily put down .. The plan, which- l -am 
about to sub1J1it, h~ ·has seen and exammed and the measures re­
commended are genernlly approved by him. 
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35th. Plan for the eventual destruction of the associations of 
Thugs which have of late infested Central India. 

lst.-An Officer to be denominated Superintendent of 
Thugs to be selected for the special dutv of seizing, bringing 
to trial and condign punishment the nume0rous gan.e:s of organi~­
ed. Thugs which infest Central India and Bundekhund-h1s 
warants to have force and virtue in all territories under the 
British Government. He should be authorized to follow and 
a_rrest this description of people in independent native terri­
tories in the neighbourhood ::ipplying in the first instance to the 
Agent to the Governor General of the Saugor and the Nerbudda 
teri:!itories •for •wahants and furnishing a list of the men pur­
sue~ by him to the British Political Agent superintending the 
native state. 

2nd.-The Officer to commit all persons whom he may 
consider .guilty of Thurre1ee for trial hefore the A!!ent to the 
Governor General of the Saugor and the Nerbudda territories 
without reference to the scene and locality of the outrages, who 
s~ould proceed in the investigation of such cases on the prin­
ciples laid down in Mr. Swinton's despatch of the 23rd October 
1829 to the Resident at Indore. The Superintendent on the 1st 
of every month furnish the Agent to the Governor General with 
a report of all under confinement with a detailed statement of 
the g1 ounds on which those arrested during the last month have 
be.en -seized. 

3_rd.-The Superintendent should immediately on his 
appointment comnile from the records in the Agency districts 
and the Sudder Office of Agent a nominal list of all persons 
ac~used of Thu,e"g-ee with remarks showing the grounds and 
evidence on which mch smpicion rests. Copies of such lists 
s]10ul~ be confidenfally communir::ited to all the British Func­
tio-naries within the range of the Superintendent's duties north 
of the Nerhudda. -

4t!i.-,Specific rewards to be offered by the Superintend­
ent with t~e sanction of the Agent to the Governor General 
got exceedmg 1,000 Rs. for each leader of Thugs proved · to 

e ofd th6at desniotion hy trial alreach· concluded. If a higher 
~:n~r t lj consid~red npr•esrnry the previous sanction of Govern­
and. 0 d e obtained. Rewards for the arrest of other Thui:1;s 
:ice ~9° con~uct on the part of the Gurindas, to be paid 
tioir t·\ to circumstanf'es hv the SupPrintendent with the i-::inc­
alreaJv ~e~ait~~nt to the Governor General on the conditions 

mur~tli:-It, heing generally the practice of Thugs to avoid 
,·1 Y/ng ~n t~e districts in which they and their family domi-

cCi e. t e Aagi~tratet- of Mirzc1oor'-' Allahabad Futtupoor awnpore d l\,f • ... , • ' J ' 

II •• _:in 1VJYnnoorce sho1d<l he desired to comply with a requ1s1t1ons for ti • f • d ·1 hy the s .' 1c arre~t o suspected persons ma e to t 1em 
• ' 11 11crintendent. The" ~hould likcwifc examine all such 

persons :-earch fo 3 d I ·d. h I · d the de '0 • r uea Jo 1es at t e p aces pomte out by 
h" • P nents or by the Superintendent and in fact should aid 
t~~r inp every mdai:infler c:omp::itihle with the Re.iznfotions with :lll 

ower an m uence. 



l 

53 

6th.-A heavy penalty should be inflicted on the heads 
of villages convicted of harbouring notorious Thugs within our 
own and native territories, the former by sentence of the 
Superintendent, the latter through the medium of the Political 
Agent. The fines to defray the exoensc of rew:1rds :is far as 
they may .~o and to be remitted to the Superintendent as collect­
ed and in cases where a reward has been proclaimed for the 
arres·t of a Thug leader, the Superintendent should he authoriz- N. B.-Furingea 
ed 'to detain his wife and children until he he seized. They the Chief leader of 
being generally the only ties by whme misfortunes _he can be Thugs was, lately 
effectually affected; as Thugs are generally Hereditary there arreSted b) these 

Id b . . . . I . . h 1. , h I "II I 1. means-21st Feb-cou e no 1nJust1ce in c :urning t e 10n s w <.· ps t1 t 1e 10n ruary 1821. 
is himself disposed of. 

7th:-To prevent the approvers acting as spies :it s·augor I N. B.-s{!~are 
for the benefit of their friends a particular pl:ice should be wall- th:~ ~~obui!iid h~ts 
ed in for the residence of all the approvers and pardoned Thugs to reside in-21st 
who should be subjected to a "entence of imprisonment for life February. 
or leaving the hounds assigned to them without leave. 

8th.-The system of Thuggee having existed for centuries 
rind the partial and feeble efforts of the n:1tive Chiefs having 
totally failed to suppress the measure, no Thug should under 
any pretence be made over to a native Chieftain for punishment 
experience having satisfactorily shown their utter incapacity to 
put them down and expose their corrupt pr:1cticc of releasing 
Thugs for valuable considerations. For ihc nurpo:-l'~ of sup­
pressing this trade which can only be cffcded hy cornhined and 
energetic operations the Residents of H~ der:1b:1d. Nagpore, 
Indore. and Gwalior, at the commencement of the .rains when 
they· usually return to their homes, should be directed to cause 
the simultaneous arrest of all known :in<l suspected Thugs and 
should be instructed to l)rocurc from the Government at which 
th'ey are [incredited·I their sanction to all Thu~s being brought to 
trial before them: The proceedings being rnbmitted to the 
Supreme Government for final decision the Superintendent of 
Thug1hshould in -conjunction with these functionaries adopt the 
same,course at the prescribed period :is for :is it applies to his 
particular situation. 

:9t~.-ln addition to pecuniary rewards _small Jagheers Not to reform 
burthened with a trifling Obaree or quit-rent might he ttranted Than ugs, howe\·er on · • · • J b d" . ,_, y account. to persons w 10 may y extraor mary Eerv1ces and good conduct 
be thought worthy of such marks of favour and t:"onsideration 
H~nornry distinctions and titles might also be gr:inted 011 speciai 
cm,es. 

Captain Sleeman is undoubtedly in my opinion from Remarks. 
his -local knowledge and ·extensive acquaintance with the habits 
haurits and customs of the Thugs af!d P~ansi):!ars the most pro~ 
per person to be selected for the s1tuat1on of Superintendent. 
The apoointment he at presef!t ho_Jds at ~augor is admirably 
suited for his head-quarters being situated in a ccntrical position 
in the vicinity of the scenes of the usual operations of the Gangs 
and will· form a t-creen whereby his oeculiar duty will be masked 
and from which he will ~e enabled . to pl_an and execute his 
schemes in secrecy, and without previous disclosure -of !,is inten-
tions. It would undoubtedb· create too much alarm among tht• 
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fraternity of stranglers if it were known, that a person was 
selected for the sole purpose of arresting them and I therefore 
think that the Office of Superintendent should be added to a 
substantive appointment: he d,uuld he authorized to follow 
and seize these people in even· dirl'clion nrJrth of the Nerbudda 
and· whenever he might expe;·il~ncc rcsis1:rncc he should point 
out and make over the accused to the Custody of the Chieftain 
and head zammindar of the Village in which the accused may be 
found, who should he held strictly responsible for the safe cus­
tody of the person thus entrusted to his char_ge. He should also 
immediately apply to the nc:1rcst British Political Agent for sup­
port and aid. 

37th. The lives of approvers who must in a certain degree 
more or iess be .~uilty of Thuggee ~hould no doubt as a_measurc 
of policy be spared hut they never ~hould recover the,: unre~­
tricted liberty, for numerou:s proof~ exist of ,t!1e utter 1mposs_1-
Hlitv of recl,1imin°· even ho,·s the sons of I hugs from this 
l~orr.icl hut appare°ntly irresi"st:1hle prnfession, like tigers. their 
taste of Blood is indcliahle and nnt 1 n he eradic:1ted while life 
exists: the case of Kehree No. :=iO is in point. As :1 hoy he had 
a hand cut off on conviction of belonging to 3 Thug association, 
he witnessed the appaling exhibition of his confederates being 
blown away from Guns but so far from abandoning this danger­
ous profession he is now in his old :1ge condemned to death for 
the same description of crime he was punished for so severely 
in his youth. Small stipends and active sur,,eillance should 
form the principal of action towards all such as may secure 
pardons :1nd the sYstem which has so admirably succeeded in 
some of the Reguiation Provinces of this presidency of giving 
:i mere maintenance to spies and ample rewards on the arrest 
or conviction of offenders, should undoubtedly be adopted as 
the most likely to stimulate to exertion and as affording the 
greatest inducement to active and faithful services. 

_ . . 38th_. To enable the Superintendent to carry into execution 
apNpr.ovB.d-lf th1~ is the duties now proposed to be entrusted to him, a toomun of 

e no time N • b b I d . • • d 
should be lost in aJee s fll:en to e se ecte on account of their act1v1ty an 
issuing the reguisite trustworthiness from the whole corps of Nerbudda Najeebs to 
N?e1j5 to ~ptain be placed at his disposal and he should also be authorized to 
othfson ;~~:~s 0 ~: ~pply, ,~hen necessary to the Gener~] ,it Saugor for a few ~eg~lar 
furnish even so men Sep?J s, such men would he superior to any other descnptton, 
~ithout the enlist- having more at stake to lose by misconduct, they would suffer 
b ~nt of a~count no spy to arrest any person not named in the warrant would 

emg previously not r ] . . ' 
sanctioned. ~ h e_ e~se any once arrested. until exam med by con:ipetent 

:•U~ ~ritJ and would be less I •kely to be actuated by bribes or 
1nt1m1dated by threats and with respect to the employment of 
the latter, their zeal would abound from the recollection of tlie 
numerc:ius comrades annually murdered by these communities 
on their way home on furlough. 

39th. It would however be necessary to authorize Captain 
Nicolson to form an additional temporary toomun to his Corps 
which might easily be abrnrhcd on the wesent duty being 
accomplished. 
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40th. The duty proposed to he entrusted t9 Captain Sleeman 
would require the devotion nf the greater part of his time. 
Provision should therefore be made to enable him to apply 
l~is mind to this arduous duty. I would consequently propose 
that he should ha,·c an experienced Assistant capable of conduct­
ing part of ihc routine duties of Saugor assigned to him. 
Lieutenant Smith iti the only Junior Assistant in the Agency 
possessed ol cxperi1.:1h·e, hui ir would be unjust to relieve him 
from chc ch:1r!,.!L' of the Rchly ,fo,trict unless an equivalent equal 
to the Deputation allow:mce he would. lose by the measure was 
granted to him. Should· :iny objection to such a measure be 
considered to 0Yc·r-h:d:1ncc the contemplated advantages by the 
adoption of the measure fVlcssrs. Cotes and Sconce might be 
appointed A~sis1an1s al Saul-(or, hut in that case I should be left 
without Assistant and in l':°tse of need should have no means of 
filling up any temporary vacancy and the duty which falls to 
my lot to transact is :imply sufficient without the addition of 
translations and other inferior duties which may be equally as 
well performed hy an Asistant as by myself. 

41st. It is no doubt of great importance, that the Superin­
tendent should haYe under his orders a Police establishment 
ready to obey his injunctions, to aid him in his researches and 
I .therefore conclude that for these reasons as well as for those 
already submitted he should remain in charge of district. 

42nd. I have just rcceiYcd :1 letter from Captain Sleeman, 
copy of which is :111nexed rcquestinl-( the aid of two Maps of a 
peculiar construe I ion. Probably in the event of the GoYernor 
General acceding tu the plan I have now have the honour to 
propose His Lordship may direct the Surveyor Genernl to con-
firm the indent. • Dated 18th Nov• 

43rd. As the Thugs return from their Marauding expeditions 
about May or June it will be requisite in order that a blow mav 
be struck next searnn a~ainst these associations that the preli­
minary measures he all concluded pre,·ious to that period. 

I have, &c. 1 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 
Agent to the Governor General. 

OFFICE OF THE AGENT, TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

CAMP MYHER: 

The 19th Novem1ber 1830. 

ember 1830. 

Maihar 
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Rahatgarh. 

To 

SIR, 

F. C. SMITH, ESQUIRE, 

Agent to the Governor G enera.i in the 

Saugor and Nerbudda Territories, 
.Tubbulpore. 

I have the honour to forward the Proceedings in the case 
of commonlv called the Lucknadown case of Murders perpetrated 
by Bhowany and other Thugs in the year 1823 A. D. in the 
Distri~t of Seonee. • 

2nd. It appears that in the beginning of the year 1823 
Soorawun Dhurrum Khan Heera Sing, Mohun .and other noto­
rious Thugs made their 'escape from the Jail at Mynpooree. 
Dhunnee Khan Jemadar of the Thannah of Chuckurnagur, and 
Rae Khan Burkundaz and Esurce Sing Chuprasee were or~er­
ed to go in pursuit of them with ~uch :1ssist:1nt1- :is they might 
be- ab]~- to procure. This Jemadar and the Durogha of t_he 
Thannah had been for three years, it is supposed, in leagu<: with 
the Thugs and willing to avail himself of the opportumty of 
carrying on the:r depredations under the present w?rran_t, 
Dhunnee Khan collected a Gang of Thugs to go ostensibly m 
search of the fu_qitives. He collected some at Sundouse, pro­
ceed_!:d to the Fort of Mynpooree where he eamed _the release 
of eight Thu_gs whom the kiladar under the ;iuthority of t_he 
Jhanse man his Master had seized and confined, and made him 
P:JY him a fine of fifty Rupees on pretence that he had sent these 
eight me_n in search cf the fugitives and incurred a cost to that 
amount 111 their subsistence. 

3rd. Increasing his Gang of Murderers as he went on, he 
Proce~ded to Pcpcricyna where he wm, joined by Gubboo Khan 
and his Gang; and from Odey pore they detached Munsa and 
five ot~ers towards Esagur in search of Dhrum Khan w~om 
they seized and took to Mynpooree where Munsa lately se17Eed 
got a ~eward of fifty Rupees and a Certificate under the protection f which he has hcen since acting. Soorjun Aheer, Buduloo 

odhee, Chotee Brahman were with him and when they had 
1:1ade over, their prisoner they went on their murderous expedi­
tions to the ·west as will appear hereafter. 

4th: Dhunnee Khan and Gubboo went on to Gharurpore, 
Kahtgur and Gumherea a place on the high road about five 
~oss east of Rahtgur and fourteen Coss west from Saugor where 
S ey murdered eleven t~avellers on their road from Indore to 
Rahlor under a large P1pul tree, thence they proceeded to 

e dy a town between Saugor and the Nerbudda where they 
n'iur ered four travellers wno were strangled by-

No. 
Bhooree dead.· : 
04) Gunno alias Khoda Buksh present. 
(3) Doorgah present, son of Ram Sing. 

Jhurroo dead. • - · 
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Assisted by-
(29) Nezabut Khan present. 
(64) Ruhman alias Rehmut Khan. 

Gopee dead. 
(15) Bhowanee Jemadar present. 

Gubboo Khan dead. 
(9) Esuree Chuprassee present. 

(59) Bahadur Khan present. 

They crossed the Nerbudda at Kerepanc Ghaut and advancing 
on the Nagpoor road overtook a trnvel ler whom Fettch Khan 
(39) now presenl ftrangled with aid of Mowjee (46) now pre­
sent and Molon (53) immecfoitely after · they met other Thugs 
near the 8ud<ler Station of Seonee at the encampment of an 
Oflicer Commandin_g a Company of Pioneers and from them 
heard that Scr~l\vun was a<lvam:ing at the head of a large gang 
and obtained from that Officer a Guard of Sepoys to assist in 
arresting him. They arr_csted him at the ,·illage of Chouree 
near Seonee, brought hiin back to the Officer and were requested 
by him to take on the Guard so far as Jubbulpore. 

5th. To have had the Guard with them would however have 
defeated their pl:1ns, they declined accepting the offer and pro­
ceeded on the road to ·Juhbulporc so for as Chauparah where 
they ovcrtclOk a :rvloonshee from Hyderabad with his family 
consisting of a wife, two children and six servants. He joined 
their party at the persuasion of Esuree Chuprassee, Bhowany, 
Gubboo and other plausible men employed to deceive into a 
belief, that they were a safe escort to travel with. The whole 
of Sorawun's followers had by this time been persuaded to act 
under the new leaders under a secret promise that So:,;:awun 
should be released on crossing the valley and irons were put 
upon his legs at Chupara and he was conveyed upon a Charpae 
for the rest of the journey. At Lucknadown they found that 
some Companies of sepahces were to arrive and encamp the 
Morning after them, and in the Evening the Europeans Officers' 
tents were brought up and pitched leaving the Monshees and 
Thugs encampment there and the village and only a few yards 
distant from either. They determined to strangle him that 
night, lest he should go on with these Companies. As soon at: 
it became dark Noor Khan (since dead) and his son Sadee Khan 
(No. 60) and others went to the tent and as they had been 
accustomed to do Noor Khan played some tunes upon a Seetar 
borrowed from Kasee R m (No. ) while his son Sadee Khan 
and others sang and others pmsessed themselves of the 
Monshee's sword which lay near him. His wife and children 
were inside the Curtain. _ At the m<?ment they were going to 
throw the fatal cloth o,'er hun he saw his danger, made a rush and 
called out "murder"; his wife hearing his cry made a rush at 
the same time; he was caught before he had gone four paces 
and she before she had gone twenty and both strangled. The 
saices were cleanin~ the horses and one of them seeing his dan." 
ger rushed under his horse's belly and called out "Murder" but 
was seized and strangled. Though the Sepahees and Khulashees 
were pitching the Officers' tents within a. few yards of the place, 
they heard nothing of these calls for help for the men continued 
to play and sing, while others at the concerted signal let loo.~ 

10 

Nagpur. 

Chaurai. 
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Chhapara. 
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Lukhnadon. 
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two horses and raised the noise common on such occasions in 
which the calls from the victims were drowned. All were strang­
led but the female infant about eight months old which Gubboo 
Khan who had strangled the Mother with the infant in her arms 
proposed to keep and adopt. Grn\ es were dug near the spot 
and the nine bodies deposited in them when Dhunnee Khan 
and others advised him to murder the child as Soorawun their 
prisoner might suspect their practices and get them seized. He 
threw the infant in upon the bodies of its parents without 
strangling it and filling up the grave buried it alive. 

6th. The stranglers "Burthote" were No. 15 Bhowanee (son 
of Moloo) now present strangled the Monshee himself. 

Guppoo (died in the Jubbulpore Jail) strangled the woman. 
(5) Chumput now in .lubbuipore. 

(37) Ram Buksh, son of Omed present. 
(3) Dorgah present, son of Man Sing. 
(14) Dunna alias Khodabuksh present. 

Bhugwan died in Jail of Jubbulpore. 
Noor Khan died at Huttah. 

(45) Purmola present. 
Rolassie absconded. 

They were aided by Shundeas or those who hold the hands 
of the victims. 

(42.) Purun alias Purmola. 
(29) Nujabut now present. 
Jhurroo dead. 
Khummola dead. 
Husunooa absconded. 
Cheyn absconded. 
l65) Baburrea alia Baburkhan. 
(47) Peer Buksh alias Bukha. 
(53) Molooa present. 
Bactawar dead. 
(59) Bahdur Khan present. 

A Sword and several other articles of property belonging w 
the Monshee were found upon the Gang and are now in the 
Mall Khajana, but his friends have never come to recognize them 
and the most valuable had been made away with. 

The next morning they came on to Dhooma where the over· 
tohk five men, two Mahamuddans and 2 Hindoos ((ohars) 
w. 0 ~ Mokhum and others persuaded to march a little after 
mbdn,grt as t~e we_ather was becoming tiot and stran11led them b 0 .utd our mil~s d1s,tant on the hank ot a Nala in w"'hich they 
Sune the bodies. fhey were strangled by "Burthotes" or 

tranglers-

(26) Baljoo now present. 
(40) Newal present. 
Daulat, one of the approvers. 
(16) Okalee alias Kalee Khan. 
Birja dead. 

They were aided by "Shumseeas" or holders­
(19) Sheikh Ruzeed. 
Khorn]ee absconded. 
(14) Gunna, alias Khodabuksh son of Kosea] present. 



(64) Rehman Khan. 
Himmut dead. 
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(65) Babur alias Babur Khan present. 
(53) Matoo Katee present. 
(42) Dhurum alias Purmo!a present. 

7th. After le:iving Dhcoma they are supposed to have mur­
dered the Brother of Manick Burkundaz of the Town Police 
r◄:st:1hlishment and three men who had been travelling with him, 
as· his _jacket was found upon one of the Prisoners. Rambuksh 
son- of Dhunnp:rnl, and the four urfortunate men have never been 
since heard of and the Brother performed the funeral rites over 
the clothes but none of the approvers appears to have been 
engaged in this affair and though they believe it occurred they 
cannot depose to it. 

8th. Kullean Sing a notorious leader of Thugs had been 
seized by Mr. Malony on crossing the valley of the Nerbudda 
on his return from an expedition to the South together with a 
large potrion of his Gang and his Brother Motee was though 
>::oung a leader in this gang. The gang knew that Kul\eean 
Sing was in Jubulpore and would be glad of an opportunity of 
procurinq his release bv conYicting them. After cross:r,g the 
Nerbudda at Tilwara Ghaut about six Miles frorn Jubulpore 
they avoided the Town and passed on to Noorsur, but Motee 
h:1d an interview c;1 passa11t with his brother. and related to him 
a-Il their proceedings. He came up to Mr. Malony, a party of 
horse and Infantry was r.ent to Noorsur, and the whole one _Under Bab o o 
huhndred s·~nd Jfifteedn Thu~d-s Ewere sc8i~ed Cahnd brought back, ~~~,5~0~~~-~~th, 
D unee mg ~ma ar. an suree mg uprassee went up N. I. now the 
in. full dress w·th their belt and warrants to Mr. Malony, 7th Regt., N. 
shewed their Soorawan an<l told so plausible a story that he did Infantry. 
not think himself authorized to detain them and ordered them 
all to be at once released. 

9th. Thev went off with their Prisoner to Patun of the 
Saugor road, but as a precaution first detached a party of twelve 
on another road with the most valuable part of the property. 
Kullean Sing made his brother prevail upon two or three more 
of the party to come forward and promise to point out the 
bodies and went to Mr. Malony a second time to beg that the 
gang mi!!ht be again seized and detained till he should bring 
tl,e bodies· of the murdered neoplc or noint them out to my 
Officers, a party consisting of a complete Company of the 
1st Battalion 4th Regiment Native · Infantry. After this a 
detachment of local horse was again sent after them and • they 
were all with exceptio_n of the party detached, seized ::ind brought 
back from Patun while another party went and du~ up the 
bod;e~ where they were pointed out by Motee, Anunda. Deena 
and Heerah at Lw·kn:innwn am! Dhooma. These neonle offer-
ed to dig up the bodies of the people murdered at the other places 5i!<u1:~don. 
D?ongertal, Rchly, Ad_:igow a~d Gumhecrea, hut Mr. Malony 
said that the~e _were quite sufficient _for the purpose of evidence, 
and was umv1lltng to have the remains of the others disturbed. 

10th. Aman Sing Dhurumn:rnl, Sooraw11n, Burhut. BhuQ'oo 
Jowahir, Noorkhan and other Thup; leaders were on their return 
f,·om an expedition to the Duckun ~1i11 Nagpore and Jubul­
porc • to Rundelkhand their home at Doongertal two or three 
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stages north of Cantonment of the Nagpo?r Su~sidiary Fore~. 
They overtook five men returning from their Regiments to their 
homes ·via Nagpoor-Chumput Tewaree, Sepahee Abheman 
Sing, Chutterdharee, Seedul, his Cousin. and ano~h!!r. Th~y 
strangled them all five, buried their bodies and d1v1ded their 
property. They were strangled by-

Jafir Khan, lately seized and hung at Jubulpore for the 
Bhilsa affair. 

Beharee, lately seized and hung at Jubulpore for the 
Bhilsa affair. 

Odey Bhan Brahman son of Punchum ahsconded. 
(25) Mahasook now present. 
(34) Dhrum Paul present. 

Aided by-
Noor Khan dead. 
Aman dead. 
Odeya, lately seized and hung at Juhbulpore in the Bhilsa 

affair. 
Poosa absconded. 
Jaloo absconded. 
(50) Kasee Ram, lately acquitted in the Bhilsa affair. 

Advancing on the Jubulpore road they met Dhunnee Khan 
and his party who seized Soorawan, but prevailed upon a.II 
the others to join them in murdering and plundering on their 
'o;vay back; and in the suhseq,ucnt muders at Lucknadown and 

0 oma all united. 
Part of the property found upon the Prisoner which was 

taken at Patun, was recognized by Sewsschac Sepahee and 
Shlwant Chohee Subadar as belonging to their relations who left b em at Nagpore to visit their homes and were murdered at 

oongertal, a red coat a mere, a walking stick, a pony, 4 
Chowars, one Thalee,' a fword 2 Moruts. Their depositions 
were. taken before the late Mr. Malony accompanying the pro­ceedmgs. 

hu 11th. When they were taken at Monsur they were one 
p nd rBed kand fifteen after the escape of Amon Holasce Pershaud, 

eer u sh and others :md out of these twelve decamped with 
thepbooty leaving only one hundred and three (when last taken 
bt atun). Peerbuksh one of the twelve who went off with the 
.ooty and Mawzee, Kasee Ram and Thakur Dass, have been sine • d • e seize and are now _present. 

nd }jth • Of the approvers in the case Basuntee, Dhun Sing 
1828 f owlhtt_ were s_et at large by Mr. Maddock in the be1tinning. of 
Bh or t e1r services in securing the arrest of some Thugs in 
th opal and 8were lately rewarded for assisting in the arrest of 

~i'gang at hels:1, of which eleven were hung. They have been 
~~ er1 ;o {estraint relying upon a oardon for the past; and they 
retir t e 1hv<; be relied upon as havin_g given up all desire to 
f n ° t cir former occupation. Motee was first to come 
f~rw:ird, and hy d?inp; so he. has saved society for many years 

om the depredations of this immense Gang of Murderers for 
:~:~ ~ne of ~hem would have been arrested had he not rep~rted 

11 I rocecd1ngs to Mr. Malony before thev had crossed the 
va ey. He was inducen to come forward by 1-iis Brother Ku11eean 
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Sing and as Kullcan is not implicated in this case he deserves to 
be rewarded either by his release or by a donation. I should 
prefer donation. I think neither he nor his Brother should ever 
again be let entirely loose upon Society, for they would most 
assuredly return to the same pursuits, and teach others to fol­
low them, and I know they have relations and friends ready to 
receive them as leaders; I venture to suggest that they and a 
third brother of theirs Chevnsa remain under surveillance at 
4 Sonat Rupees per Month· each and on a penalty of imprison­
ment for life if they desert. The dreadful consequence of em­
ploying these people- in situations of authority and trust is suffi­
ciently evinced in these proceedings and I should not recom­
mend them for any specific employment, Anunda originally 
came forward and pointed out the bodies at Lucknadown: 
Gunga Ram was instrumental in seizing the Bhilsa Gangs and 
hy their usefulness have acquired claims to a pardon. Chitma 
and Dulput who were both Boys at the time of the Murders and 
took no active pnrts. They have neither power nor influence 
and to leave them unpunished would tend to destroy the confi­
dence on each other th:1t is the boad of their union, and source 
of their strength, I venture to suggest that they remain upon 
three Sonat Rupees a Month each without irons under the same 
penalty if they abscond, and the same for Busuntee, Dhun 
Sing and Dowlut. They will all ren1ain and be able and willing 
to make themsclYes extremely ufeful in !"eizing other Thugs, in 
order to au~ment their allowances hy 0ccasional donations for 
services. 

13th. Decn:1 and Heen1h tw6 men who absconded h:1ve been 
taken up for subsequent Murders committed out of these terri­
tories; and the former i~ confined in Bhopal and the latter in the 
Hummeerpore Jail. 

OFFICE OF THE 

I'. A., A. G. G. 
I have, &c. 

(Sd.) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Political Agent to the .1cting Got•ernor General. 

JI JBBULPORE : 
19th October 1830. 

* * * * 
The Evid~nce of Motee an approver 

After bein_g duly warned, stated on oath as follows :-Your 1 bb 1 • f t" b h" h h p • d N u u pore 111 orma 1011 v w 1c t e n~oners were arreste at oonsur Division Supple-
and then :it Patun. vVas with Bhowany Jemadar Dhunnee mentary Records 
Khan's Gang joined with then, in the Jhansee Countr;· bv direc- C. F. No. 31831 
tions of his Brother Kullean Witness who was then in the Jub- Thugee Deptt. 
hulpore .Tail. In the Jh:msee Thuggee in 1820 [andl who direct-
ed him to ac~ as a spy till they came to this part of the Country 
when they might he arrested. Dhunnee Khan started ostensibly Jhansi. 
to watch ~oornwun, who had esrapecl from the Jail but really Jhnnsi. 
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on a Thug expedition, found at first 40 Thugs under Basuntee 
(11), Bhowany (15) and Kumoolee Jen,adars at Peepureea, 
Gubboo Khan with 18 men joined in seven days; we reached 

Gunhcrea case Gunherea, about' 60 Thugs in all, about a gunshot outward of 
that Village, under a Pepnl tree we halted. 11 travellers from 
Mhow joined us ne;:ir Ruhtghur, and put up under the tree. 
Gunherea is on the west side of the Nellah, and in Ruhtghur, 
which was then in Scindea's jurisdiction. About 7 in the even-. 
ing in Maugh, nearly eight years ago this took plac~; 
they ~vere all strangled, Dhunnee Khan with Essurree Chauprass~e 
i.lnd hae (72) Khan Burkunclaze was absent at Saugor, to show his 
warrants to Chaptain Hardy. Knows not who killed them and 
cannot describe the Burthotes and Sumshehas, because he was 
in Gunheerea. One Rupee was shared by each; the Burthotcs got 

Rahatgarh 4 annas extra ai1d the 8umshehahes two annas : the shares were 
distributed in his presence Cajee (45) Runjccta (dead), Moolooa 
(52) received 4 annas each extra: was not present when _the _2 
annas were given, knows this because there was only one mvan­
ably rule in the distribution. The men were buried under the 
tree; knows not who burieo them; hows for the shar1ng of Pl'!-n-

1 F der and shares that they had been killed knew they would be k111-
l 823t whe:ebruatt ed. Asked ,v~y he did not mention tb1i:, case of murder to _Mr. 
s~ates 17 men wer! Ma_lony: repl1e£ that he mentioned it to him. The case me"!t1on­
killed at Semerca. ed m the former deposition of Semerea !-hould have been written. 

Rehly case. Gumherea did nol say 17 men killed. In two days reached Relhy 
~nd halted at a Tope; Bhowany (15) and Kumolee (dead) enticed 
rour travellers from the Bazar to their quarters, and about half 
paSt 7 o'clo~k at night they were strangled; was present when 
khey were k 1 lled, .Turoo (dead) strangled one man, ordered by 

:1hadur Khan; Bhoora sti-an<rfecl the second aided by Rehmut 
Khan *(63); _J)oorga (3) strangl~d lhe third aided hy_ tBahadur 
~han (64); tne fourth was killed hv Khodabux (14) alias Goona, 
aided by Bucktora; those whc held° hands buried them; Bhugwan 
~57), Heera (21) watched Essurce (9), Chuprassie was also watch-
ling; Dhunnce Khan and Rae Khan (72) were in the Bazar; they 
Joth got five Rup<;!es each and the Chuprassie also five. The_y 
were all aware of the intention to murder these travellers, as it 
ras firH settled _by the whole gang in their oresence Bhowany 
1cmadar took a tattoo from the spoil in addition to his shares. 

twas a huq Jemadaree; the third day after we reached Kerpaf!ee 
GdThaut on the Nerb:.1dda and crossing reached Adagaon the third 

ay between Adagaon and Chapara; a Bramun was murdered 
Kbhout three ~o~s frolTl t~e former on the high r!Jad by Futteh 
• an (30) alws Hattoo aided by Moojee (45) H1mmut (dead) 
Mool<?oa_ and the two murderers carried the body to a Nullah 

The other wit- :1nd . hid it under stones. The ~ang were some before, some 
ness says they were f)ehhmd on the alert; Essuree Chaprasie was close at hand, 
before. unnee Khan and Rae Khan (72) were behind but could not 

see the mnrder, saw no share then made, but what was then 
tCahken wa~ added to the Lucknadown spoil and divided. Essuree 

aprass1e took the one-eyed chestnut Pony. We then went to 
Chuppura, thence to Choury then sent two spies to ascertain 
where S_9or~wun was, they returned and informed that he with 

•Dulr,ut ·says Bahadur Khan. 
tDulput says Rchmut one of them have confounded the two names, 

·I 
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Aman Soobadar with 40 Thugs were coming. Dhunnee Khan 
got a guard from a Pioneer Officer there and seized Soorawun, 
but took Aman Singh and his gang with him returned to 
Chuppur:ih where they made Dhunnee Khan Mundul and tied 
a Pugree on his head. Essuree Chuprassie, and Rae Khan were 
both present :it the ceremony which was performed in the pre­
sence of the whole gang. A Moonshee from Hydrabad with 8 
Sepoys, l woman and a little child arrived at the time, &suree 
Chuprrassec, went full dressed and persuaded him to go with 
the gang for safety and they all proceeded together to Luckna­
down, the Chuprassie keeping close to the Moonshee. The 
Moonshee and his people put up at a Tope and the gang all 
round about him. In the evening they were murdered: 
tirst Noorkhan (dead), with Sadee Khan went to play 
the Seetar and sung to the Moonshee. Then Kumuooleal (dead} 
and Bhowany (15), .lcmadar went to his place. There Guppoo 
Khan stationed the Burthotes and Shumshcohas. The Moonshee 
seeing such crowd got up to escape, but Bhowany strangled· him 
aided by Bucktowur (46). Then Guppoo Khan strangled the 
wom:m but was not aided l:1s far asJ [that] witness saw by 
anybody. Chumput (S) strangled a man aided by Kerce (50), 
Rambut (37) strangled the second but docs not know who aided 
him, Gunno (14) strangled the third aided by Nejabut (29), 
Doorgah (31) strangled the fourth aided by +:·Heera (now in Hum­
meerpoor jail, Hoolassee strangled the tifth, aided by Daolaree 
05), Pui:um (4~) strangled the sixth aided by Berthan (48), 
Kummolee strangled the sixth a:ded by Babur. Khan (64), Noor 
Khan (dead) killed the eighth aided by Moolooa (52}, Guppoo 
Khan saved the child at first but afraid of Soorawun threw it 
alive into the gr:1ve. Mungul (51), Pertaub (53), Gusrurea, 
Anunda (10), Heeral in Hummeerpore and the Sumshehas 
b11ried the bodies but witness did not see the burial. Bhugwan 
(57) Motee Gunnea, Essurec Chuprassie watched and Basuntee 
:gave the- word for murder (Jinnee). 2 Rs. were shared by each 
and 4 anna::. and 2 annas extra given to the active members, 
Dhunnee Khan, Essuree (9) Chunrassic and Rae Khan (72) 
~eceived 5 Rs. each. Essun:e Chuprassie got· the Moonshee's 
watch and one Gold Mohur was kept in a mount by Bhowany 
which was at last r ] Dhunnee Khan. At Dhooma a Hoondee 
of 12,000 Rs. was found, one horse and two tattoos were obtain­
ed, Hoolassee not present got the horse, Noor Khan one and 
Blfowany (15) and Kumoo\ec (not present) got the third between 
them. Dhunnee Khan was :it the Thannah but the Jemadars 
went and consulted him and obtained his consent. Rae Khan 
(72) was present at the consultation and heard what was said, 
Bhowany (15), Guppoo Khan (dead), Kumoleea (dead), Aman 
Soobadar (dc?d), Noor Khan (dead), Khomnn (1), Dhrumpal, and 
Basuntee (Witness) Jemadars were those who consulted, Dhunee 
Khan when they came to consult Rai Khan left another man in 
char_gc of the Prisoner. BhO\~any (15), Jemadar got the 

. Monshee's s,vord and was found on him. This is the 
sword. We then proceeded to Dhooma and put up at the Bazar, 
saw five travellers, Mohun (dead) brought them to the quarters 
of the gang, 11 men were fixed upon by the Jemadars to kill 
them. Mokhum was placed at the head. They all r'"nceeded 

*Sec Dulput's depositions at in the Sumsheohas. 

Chhappara 

Hyderabad. 

Lakhnatlon. 

I ,uclmadown case 

Dhnma. 

Dhuma. 
Dhuma case . 
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,,.bout 2}, coss and were strangled at the bottom of the pass :1t 
noon, witness r.cmained hehind. The same Jem~1dars as before 
named selected in the prci.cncc of Dhunnec Khan, and Essurec 
Chuprassee. Rae Khan (72) was ,vith his prisoner but w,1s inform­
ed of the projected expeditions by Dhunnee Kh~m, Mokum Kalee 
Khan (strangler), Doulut (10) (strangler) Buljoo (26) (strangler) 
Nuwal (40), -(strangler), Birjee (dead) strangler, Molooa 
l52), Shaikh Soorawun (Bilaw or pointed out the proper spot for 
murders) were selected I recollect. The others I forgot. One 
Rupee was shared by each individual. Dhunnee gut the Gold 
Mohur of the Moonshee which had been detained and a brass 
plate, Rae Khan (72), got :1 Gold Mohur for him and Essuree 
Chuprassee from Dhooma we went to Peperea and then witness 
left and came to Mr. Malony and gave information. Saith (not 
present) had the Kodalec of Bhowany Jemadar, Heera (21) had 
the standard of Kumoole's gang, and the standard bearers he 
knows not, witness pointed out the dead bodies at Lucknadown 
taking Anunda (11), with Police Officers nnd 11 bodies were 
found :n two graves, Mr. Mnlony ordered only the grave in one 
case to he opened. 

To 

* * * * 
(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent to the Governor General. 

Political Depart­
ment. FRANCIS CARVIN SMITH, ESQUIRE, 

SIR, 

Agent to the Governor General, 
Saugor and Nerbudda Territories. 

Your despatch to the Secretary to the Governor General, 
dated 19th November 1830, relative to the trial of certain Thugs 
(74 in number) having been transmitted by order of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General, to the Vice President in 
Council, I am now directed to communicate to you the final 
orders and decision of His Honor in Council on the several 
cases, and to disire that they be carried into execution accord­
ingly. 

• 
2nd. The sentence of capital punishment proposed by you to 

be passed on the several prisoners (27 in number.) whose names 
are shown below is confirmed : -

(1) Khoman, (4) Deokee, (5) Chumput1 (9) Essuree Chup­
rassie, (14) Khoda Buksh alias Joona, (15) Bhowany 
1st, \19) Shaik Bazeed, (25) Maha Sing, (26) Buljoo, 
(29) Nijabut Khan, (31) Doo!_"ga 2nd, (34) Dhrum­
pal, (37) Rambut 2nd, (38) Shaik Soorawun, 
l39) Futteh Khan alias Huttoo, (40) Newul 2nd, 
(42) Prum Lodhee alias Bermolea, (45) Mouzee, 
(46) Peerbux alias Bukhta, (48) Birkbhan, (49) Kasee­
ram, (50) Khrie, (52) Moolooa, (55,) Doolaree, 
(58) Bahadur Khan, (63) Rehmut Khan, and (64) 
Babur Khan. Total-27. 
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3rd. You have recommended that the nine persons whose 
names are here stated below, should be sentenced to imprison­
ment, in transportation for life with stripes. The sentence pro­
posed by you, with the remission of the stripes, is confirmed, and 
you will be pleased to take the necessary measures for transmit­
ting the parties in question under safe custody to the Magistrate 
of the Suburbs of Calcutta [by] whom they will be kept in 
confinement, until an opportunity shall offer for their transporta­
tion beyond sea : -

• 
(11) Essuree Aheer, (12) Runnoo, 

(44) Sawae Khan, (47) Mohun, 
reeah, (59) Sadee Khan, (67) 
(72) Raee Khan. Total-9. 

(16) Khallee Khan, 
(53) Pertaub Gura­
Raheem Khan and 

4th. Sentence of imprisonment in transportation for life, but 
without stripes is also passed on the individuals nine in number 
whose names are inserted below. These individuals are to be 
sent to the Presidency as above directed:-

(51) Mungul, (54) M·otee Guraree:.ih, (2) Kunhoy 1st., (6) 
Odeybhan (7) Hurbhan, (17) Bhowanee 2nd, 
son of Kheree, (27) Golaub Khan. (33) Peer Mahomed 
and (65) Assalut Khan. Total-9. 

5th. All the prisoners, who are sentenced to transportation, 
are to be branded on the forehead or on the back, with the word 
"Thug" marked by the process of the Godna in the Hindee and 
Persian characters, but the word Mushoor (notorious) proposed 
by you, may be omitted, as being superfluous. 

6th. The Vice President in Council being of opinion that 
unless should there be special grounds for investigation of punish­
ment, every adult person who may be convicted of being a Thug 
by profession and shall have been apprehended in company with 
notorious Thugs, by whom murders have been committed, ·more 
particularly such as may have been present, though not proved 
to have been personally assisting at the perpetration of such 
murders should be sentenced to imprisonment in transportation 
for life. 

7th. On this principal the three Prisoners named below upon 
whom you have proposed to pass sentence of 14 years imprison­
ment in fetters, with stripes and hard labour are to be transported 
for life, the corporal punishment being remitted. These several 
individuals although their office was that of watchmen, have 
nevertheless been fully proved to be notorious Thugs to have 
belonged to the gang of murderers apprehended; and to have 
been present at the murders committed:-

(21) Heera, (41) Godhun and (43) Nasir. Total-,3. 

8th. So also 1n regard to the three prisoners named below 
for whom you have proposed seven year imprisonment these 
persons having been proYcd to be notorious Thugs and t~ have 
been present at several murders though there is no proof of their 
having actually assisted as principles in the perpetration of those 
crimes, arc considered to be fi,t objects of punishment by trans­
portatios for life. More particularly the prisoner Sadoolah, 

11 

• 
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whom the witncs:, Busuntcc depose~, was the pcr~on who threw 
the infant child alive into the grave of its murdered parents at 
Lucknadown, bur in these cases :ilso, the ::entence of corporal 
punishment is remitted:-

(18) Sadoollah, (23) Rambut 1st and (32) Rajaram. 

9th. The five prisoners named below are proved to be Thugs 
by profession and were arre!:ted in company with noted Thugs; 

• hut are not proved to have been with the gang when the mur­
ders were committed. They are, therefore, ordered to be de­
tained in custody till they furnish the security required by 
you:-

(69) Omed, i70) Nehal, (71) Munsokh, (73) Chotah and 
(74) Urzoon. Total-5. 

10th. The 15 Prisoners whose names are inserted below, are 
i;tated to have been boys at the f me they were apprehended 
1822/23 • their several ages however are not mentioned, and they 
are all proved to be hereditary Thugs, whose fathers mostly be­
long to the Gang. They have likewise all been in the gang on 
their expeditions and have been present at the several murders 
committed : -

(3) Doorga 1st, (8) Joomun Khan, (10) Kunhoy 2nd, son 
of Faiza, (13) Jungec, (20) Manoollah, (22) Bussing 
Rae, (24) Peer Khan, (28) Hussun Khan, (30) Shere 
Khan, (35) Mohun (dead).., (36) Nawun 1st, son of 
Mohun, (57) Bhugwan, (60) Guiab, (61) Chese and 
(62) Aman. Total-15. 

11th. It is not probable that any of the 15 youths last named 
will have the means of furnishing the security required and as 
they have now probably attained the age of maturity, they could 
not be released (practised and hardened as they are in crimes, 
and unaccustomed as they arc, to any honest occupation) with­
out the risk of their immediately returning to their former habits. 
Before any final orders therefore are passed on these young delin­
quents the Vice President in Council desires that you will re­
port their several ages-also whether any of them are capable 
of giving the required i;ecurity, likewise what occupation they 
propose to follow in the event of their release, and where they 
would reside. On all the above points, they should be interro­
gated separately ap:1rt from cnch other, ~rnd the names of places 
of abode of those whom they may name as connections and 
friends should alrn carefullv be noted down for future reference 
if necessary. • 

12th. The approvers named below are to be released uncon­
ditionally:-

(66) Thakoordass and (68) Mahadeo. Total-2. 

and· Captain Sleeman is to be authorized to receive into service, 
the several approvers, also named below as proposed by that 
Officer namely under surveillance, at Saia'ries of four and three 
rupees subject to the penalty of imprisonment, for life, if they 
~bscond [and] are again apprehended :-
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Busuntee, Dhun Sing, Dou)ut, Gungaram, Chehtanea and 
Dulput. 

13th. You will be pleased to report what reward you would 
propose to grant to the witnesses Motee and Kullyan Sing for 
the servicei- rendered bv them and whether such reward should 
be in land or money. • 

14th. Finally with regard to the several approvers, who may 
be taken into service it appears expedient that they should be 
employed chiefly in aid of the objects for which an additional 
Toomun of Nujeebs are to be maintained under the direction 
of Captain Sleeman. They should he required to execute a 
Muchulka not to absent themselves without permission, and in 
order the better to ensure their zealous and active services, they 
should be assured of rewards on any occasion that they may ren­
der essential service, by giving information leading to the appre­
hension and conviction of Thugs. 

* 

FORT WILLIAM: 

2nd April 1831. 

* * * 

I have, &c., 

(Sd.) G. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Jubbulpore Dit•ision Supplementar-y Records, C. F. No. 5-1831, (Thuggt:c 

To 
Depa1 tm~nt). 

F. C. SMITH, EsQR., 

Agent of the Governor General 

in the Saugor and N erbudda Territories. 

SIR, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 25th Ultimo, transmitting copy of one from Captai~ 
Sleeman with a list of Thugs at large in March last, and in reply 
to state, that it does not appear to call for any particular orders 
from the Governor General, the needful information having been 
communicated by you to the Magistrates and other officers con-
cerned.- • 

2. The acknowledgements of the Government are due to 
~apta!n Sleeman for the pains w!th. which the matt~r has been 
mvestt~ated arid the several 1ssoc1at1ons traced by his exertions. 
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It is presumed you will have sent a duplicate of your 
despatch under acknowledgement to the Presidency for the infor­
mation of the Vice President in Council. 

SIMLA. 
14th May 1831. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. T. PRINSEP, 

Secretary to the Governor General. 

(Copy) 

Political Depart- To 
1nent. 

Gwalior. 

·MAJOR sow, 
Resident at Gualior. 

SIR, 

With reference to the Despatch from your Assistant to the 
:,ddress of the Secretary to the Governor General, dated the 19th 
Ultimo and to Mr. Prinsep's letter to you dated the 7th Instant, 
I am directed to convey to you, the following orders of the 
Honourable the Vice President in Council, with respect to the 
disposal of the several Thugs on whose cases Captain Dyke had 
held proceedings. 

2. The Vice President in Council concurring with the 
Governor General in opinion that there is ample ground to con­
clude that the two prisoners Drigpal and Ramchund are profes­
sional Thugs of such despernte character that it would he unsafe 
to release them, has resolved that they shall be transmitted to 
Agra to be kept in confinement, until Government shall be satis­
fied that they may be released without danger to the community. 

3. You will accordingly be pleased to send the two Pri­
soners above mentioned under safe custody to the Judge of Agra, 
who will be instructed to keep them in close confinement. 

4. With respect to the other Prisoners seized on the applica­
tion of Captain Dyke to the Gualior Durbar, the Vice President 
in Council is pleased to direct that the Women and Boys be 
released, and the rest he sent to Captain Sleeman at Saugor, to 
be confronted with the witnesses at his command, when if not 
recognized as professional Thugs, they are also to be released 
otherwise proceedings will of course he instituted by Captain 
Sleeman to bring them to conviction. 

5. The Roy Matadeen is to be detained at Gualior, to be 
disposed of as the result of Mr. Wellesl<!v's further enquiries 
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may lead to the discovery of his parentage. Mr. \i\T ellesley will 
be instructed to correspond with you on this subject. 

I have, &c., 

'.) 

(Sd.) GEO. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Governme11t. 

FORT WH,LIAM·: 

25th March 1831. 

To 
(Copy) 

H. T. PRINSEP, EsQR., 

Secretary to tlie Goven,or Ge11eral. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 21st Ultimo, and to report for the information of the 
Right Hon'ble the Governor General the measures adopted by 
me to promote the apprehension of the Sirdar Thugs harboured 
by the Khyrooa Jagheerdars and to prevent the recurrence of 
similar criminality on the part of the petty chiefs and their 
feudatories under this Agency. 

2nd. On the 27th of November last the Soobadar of Jhansi 
was requested to call on the Thakoor of Khyrooa to answer to 
the charqe of ha\·ing harboured those miscreants and facilitating 
their escape. His best exertions were desired to effect their 
apprehension, and he was instructed if the Thakoor's explana­
tion was unsati8factory to punish them. On the 6th of February 
the Soobadar was informed that as no intimation of his having 
complied with· request had heen received from Jhansi, I expected 
he would immediately attack the Jageer if the Sirdar Thugs had 
not in the interim been seized and delivered up by the Thakoors. 
On the 1st instant the Vakeel of Jhansi communicated to me that 
a force was proceeding against Khyrooa, on which I despatched 
a Horseman to Jhansi to request the Soobadar to- send the 
Jagheerdars to me, and as that Jagheer is situated amongst ravines 
and near the frontier of the Gualior, Dutteah and Oorcha States 
all the native officers on the border of Jhansi were desired t~ 
co-operate with the Jhansi force. 

A. G. G. G.'s OFFICE, 

BUNDELCUND l:--IUMF.ERPOOR. 

6th March 1831 

I h:we, &c., 

(Sd.) M. AINSLIE , 
Acting Governor General. 

Gwalior, 
Orchha. 

Datia 

Bundclkhand 
1-fomirpur. 
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To 
F. C. SMITH, EsQR., 

Agent to tile Governor General, 

Saugor and N erbudda Territories. 

Sm, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of.your letter 
dated the 9th Instant, forwarding Copy of one from Captain 
Sleeman with its enclosure, and in reply to state, that the 
Governor General cannot contemplate that the <lepredati?ns and 
outrages of the Thugs will come to the pass to reqmre that 
British Officers travelling for their- own convenienc~ generapy 
with numerous servants should require to be furnished with 
Escorts more especially if the measures in progress to suppress 
this system of robbery and murder are attended with the desired 
success. 

. 2. Th~ case of the European stated to have b~en murdered 
with all his servants between Banda and the Ch1htara Ghaut, 
eve1:1, supposing the facts to be correctly reported by the ~ir?ar 
Fenngheea would not warrant any measures of the descnptton 
recommended; but His Lordship trusts that you have furnished 
the Magistrates of Banda and Cawnpoor with full statements of 
the particulars in order to enable them to use their utmost exer­
ti_ons to asce~tain the facts and verify on the contrary the account 
given by Fermgheea of this murder. 

CAMP MEERUT: 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 
Your most obedient servant, 

H. T. PRINSEP, 

Secretary to the Governor-General 

The 25th February 1831. 

T0 

F. C. SMITH, ESQR., 

Agent to the Governor General, 

Saugor and N erbudda Territories. 

SIR, 

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor 
General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
20th Ultimo, with its enclosures on the subject of the further 
measures adopted by Captain Sleeman for the apprehension of a 
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party of Thugs of whose proceedings he has received informa­
tion and mentioning the capture of Feringheea a notoriom 
Sirdar whom he proposed to make instrumental to further 
discoveries with other matters. 

2. The points on which His Lordship's orders appear to be 
required are the following : --· 

Firstly.-ln respect t<J the opposition experienced from the 
holder of Khyrooa stated to be a dependent of Jhansi 
(and by Captain Sleeman called the Dutteah Chief) Datia. 
which occasioned a failure of the plan for the appre­
hension of the gang, laid upon information of un­
doubted correctness. 

Sec 0 ndl_v.-In respect to the further pursuit of the Gang 
by a small party of Nujeebs stated to be under orders 
to follow them towards the unsettled Country of 
Jypoor and Runtumbhoor. Jaipur. Rantham-

Thirdl-J,.-ln respect to the measures adopted towards bh<1r. 
Feringheea, the Leader, whose person has been 
secured through the exertions of Captain Sleeman 
and the Party of Nujeebs sent to apprehend him. 

3. On the first point, His Lordship presumes, that you have 
not failed to address Mr. Ainslie in order to procure that the 
Khyrooa • Jageerdar should be called to account for his want of 
co-operation in the attempt to break up these gangs of Thug 
Murderers. A Copy of such parts of your letter and of its 
enclosure as relates to the misconduct of this Jageerdar will be 
sent to that Officer with an intimation that the Governor 
General will consider any Chief or servant, or dependent of a 
Chief who may be convicted of knowingly harbouring or 
encouraging murderers of this class to be offenders against the 
tranquillity and peace of the Country, and liable to be proceeded 
against with the utmost severity. Mr. Ainslie in conducting the 
inquiry into the complaint preferred against the Khyrooa Jageer­
dar, and to take every possible means of giving publicity to the 
determination of the Governor General in this respect. 

4. With respect to the second point noticed above, the 
Governor General doubts the expediency of sending small 
detachments into parts so disturbed as the Countrv of Jypoor is 
at present represented to be, more especially, a·s the Durbar 
c_annot in the present state of things either give effectual protec~ 
~ton to the party, or be held responsible for any resistence or 
dl-.treatment they might experience. In undisturbed Countriei-
the only point to be considered is, that the party shall be strong 
enough to overpower any resistance of the gang. The principle 
Captain Sleeman will of course act upon, being that the Officers 
and Authority of the Local Government oi- Chief, will be avail-
able in aid of the laudable purposes in view. 

5. On the third point, ·viz., the course to be pursued to­
~ards Feringheea who has been apprehended and is now held 
In Jail; but who has been encouraged to give information by the 

Jaipur. 
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hupe of procuring a pardon. The Governor General having 
given his attentive consideration to the circumstances stated in 
relation to this great Criminal, feels some reluctance in sanction­
ing his receiving a pardon on any terms, more especially as his 
previous employment on. the public service under ·sir David 
Ochterlony and the testimonials he is said to have received from 
that distinguished public officer, give a colour to his after-crimes 
particularly revolting. The profession of Thuggee would not 
seem to have been taken up by him from necessity or from any 
difficulty in procuring a respectable livelihood, but upon a 
deliberate calculation of the distinction and wealth attaching to 
the situation of leader. 

6. Nevertheless, as it would seem, that hopes of ronditional 
pardon have already been held out to Feringheea, and as from 
his intelligence and position in respect to the bands of Thugs 
still at large, much benefit can be derived from the information 
he has it in his power to give, and more particularly from a con­
viction that his public treachery will be a means of breeding 
distrust and so breaking up the associations in existence, His 
Lordship has been induced to confirm the pardon proposed to 
be granted conditionally to this man. You will accordingly 
direct C:iptain Sleeman to give effect to the proposition sub­
mitted by him for availin~ himself of his information. 

7. Feringheea must, however, net be led to expect that he 
will ever be re-leased from confinement and the pardon to be 
offered to him must, as proposed, extend only, to the specific 
offences of which he mav make full confession naming his accom-
plices. • 

8. The authority given by you for the immediate distribu­
tion of the reward advertised for the capture of this leader of 
Thugs, and the manner of distribution ordered by you, that is, 
without deduction for the contingent expenses of the detachment, 
are approved and sanctioned. • 

CAMP GUJROWLA: 

The 21st February 1831. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. T. PRINSEP, 

Secretary to the Governor-General. 
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fubbulpore Division Supple111-entary Records C. F. No. 1 of 1832, 
Thuggy Department. 

No. 532-Political 
To 

GEORGE SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

Chief Secretary to Govermnent, 
Fort William. 

Camp Buttyegunga, the 25th March 1832. 

(Commissioner's report was formerly forwarded and a copy 
now annexed.) 

SIR, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Jetter 
under date the 12th instant, and in reply to· st:lte for the in­
formation of the Honourable the Vice President in Council that 
the report promised in the 4th paragraph of my dispatch of the 
13th July 1831.was submitted to Mr. Secretary Prinsep on the 
16th Decembet 1831 duplicate of which was forwarded on the 19th 
of that month to you. I now annex a copy in case the report 
has been mislaid in your office. 

2. The Honourable the Vice President in Council will 
observe on the arrival of the 26 trials of .Trugs about to be 
dispatched for his sanctions and orders that a great and succuss­
ful blow has been struck at the confederacy of Thugs combined 
for the murder and plunder of all travellers found defenceless 
on the high roads of India and scenes of horror imch as have 
seldom been described before have been brought to light and 
substantiated by evidence the most conclusive and undeniable. 

3. 1311t as fhc evil would be increased by, a cessation Captain 
Sleeman has been retained.-But to stop the prosecution of the 
measures hitherto adopted and still in progress for the destruc­
tion of these gangs of murderers would bring back the evils with 
redoubled violence· and would enable the Thugs to' prosecute 
their horrid avocation with additional security arising from the 
knowledge they have acquired by woeful experience of the tactics 
adopted to defeat them. It became therefore absolutely neces­
sary to retain the invaluable services of Captain Sleeman on this 
duty at Saugor. 

4. A deputatio11 allowance as a compensation for his labours 
submitted for apprm.•al.-The duty thus entrusted to him is one 
of great trust requiring much judgment, considerable knowledge 
of the native character and disposition, and exceeding labours. 
Saugor is also a very unhealthy place in comparison with his 
proper station and his expenses at -Jubulpore-in addition to 
the discomfort of being absent from his home are much increased. 
It would, therefore, I humbly submit be but an act of justice 
and it would not more than place him on an equality with his 
former allowances at Jubulpore, to allow him a deputation 
allowance of 500 rupees per mcnsem for such period he may be 
engaged in arresting the gangs of Thugs still at large in India 
North of the Nerbudda. 

12 
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5. Two seasons are still required for the work after which 
extra expenses will not be reqnired.-lt will require two seas~>ns 
more to carry the object of Government into successful execution 
and after the lapse of that period a watchful eye over the remnant 
of the fraternity at large will stiTI be requisite to prevent their 
resuscitation but I hope and trust the State will not be put to 
any extra expense from that time. 

B mdlkhuned. 6. Having nearly cleared Bundelkhund and Central India we 
are about to pursue and to bring to justice the Thugs who reside 

Do:-!-. in the Dooab and I propose in a few days to transmit to you 
:J- list of them, known to be practising war-fare a~ainst m:i_nkind 
m our Western provinces. I only hope our interference will not 
give umbrage to the magistrates of these provinces but on the 
contrary that we shall meet with their cordial support and 
assistance. I return Captain Sleeman's Deputation bill. 

Ajmt:r. 
Dharatpur. 

Jaipur. 

Doab. 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent to Governor-General. 
A,m .. •ered 16th April 1832. _ 

No. 794-Political 

To 

W. H. MACNAGHTEN, EsQR., 

Secretary to Governor General, 

Sim,lah. 

Jupulpore, the 24th April 1832. 

8JR, 

I have the honour to submit for the information of His 
Lordship copy of a letter addressed to me by Captain Sleeman 
under date 18th April 1832 with several Functionarie~ named 
below:-

1 letter to Political Agent, Kotah. 
2 letters to Political Agent, Ajmeer. 
2 letters to Political Agent, Bhurtpore. 
I letter to Magistrate, Agra. 

2. I trust our detachments will prove successful in the search 
but they met with so much resistance last year particularly in 
th~ Jeypoor Territories that I apprehend we may fail unless 
His Lordship will be pleased to grant us his protection and 
countenance by a direct reference to the Political authorities in 
that part of the country. 

3. I have now by me a list of the Thugs at large in the 
Dooab amounting t.o 464 men, copies have been distributed 
among the magistrates and applications made for this aid and 
I have also a list of the Thugs at large south of the Nerbudda m 

I 
l 
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number 150 but as I shall probably have to propose a plan for 
His Lordship's sanction to secure their arrest, I shall defer 
troubling you on the subject until I receive replies from the 
Residents of Nagpore and Hyderabad to which the plan has been 
sent for their observations. 

I have, etc., 
(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent to Governor-General. 
Answered 15th Ma3, 1832. 

To 

SIR, 

No. 853-Political Thuggee 

G. S\iVINTON, ESQUIRE, 

C}iief Secretary to Government, 
Political Departnient, 

Fort William. 

Goi1ern111cnt versus Bahad11r Khan and 20 others. 
Crime-Thuggee. 

Jubulpore, the 3rd May 1832. 

I have the honour to submit the second or Bheelpoor and 
Makunnee Thug trial noted above with the sentences passed on 
all the prisoners for the confirmation of Government. 

2. For the preliminary observations respecting the evidence 
and an account of the approvers permit me to refer you to my 
letter in the first trial, dated the 26th April, with this addition; 
first, that all the Thugs are proved to have followed the profes­
sion up to the day of arrest unless otherwise specified, and 
second, that it is my intention in my general report to submit 
the treatment I consider the approvers deserve in future. If 
you will, therefore, bring these remarks before Government with 
each successive trial I shall feel obliged as it will spare the neces­
sity of constant repetitions. 

Nagpur. 

3. This gang has been convicted of having perpetrated the 
murder of 25 individuals between December 1830 and March 1831 
and of the robbery of their property valued at 2,000 rupees. 
A portion of the gang originally united with the gang on the first 
trial and after proceeding with them as far as Beesanuggar they 
parted company. From Beesanuggar they travelled in search of 
prey all the WHY to Baroda but without success. They conse­
quently determined to return. On their arrival at Bheelporc they 
murdered five individuals. They then appeared to have ascend­
ed the Malwa Ghauts and to have reached as far as Sajawulpore 
where they fell in with Lal Khan* Jamadar and a party of 
Thugs and they retraced their steps towards Guzerat with him. Gujarat. 
At Shahjehanpore they murdered two men. A portion of the Shahjahanpur. 

-------------- -·-----·----- -------------
* An approver in this case. 



Udaipur 

Malwa 

In the 3rd, 
and 7th cases. 

76 

gang then diverged to Rungnode where they strangled one man 
and overtook the gang below the Ghauts at Chotee Odeypore 
where the fourth case of murder of two men was perpetrated. 
They then without meeting with further success reached Baroda 
where they stayed a few days ~nd then returned towards Ma!wah. 
At Bheelpore where they stayed two days they slew at two mte~­
vals eight people of considerable respectability, one being a 
Parsi writer and others sepoys of the Company's army. The 
gang then proceeded to Makunnee where they strangled seven 
persons including Dhoukul Singh Soobadar of irregular infantry 
with his servants. The gang then dispersed and returned home­
wards. 

6th 4. The names of several of the persons slain have been 
obtained. The hodies of 12 persons have been pointed out, part 
of the property stolen has been produced in Court. Altogether 
the evidence against the prisoners appears of a most conclusive 
nature and I therefore beg to recommend that the sentences may 
be confirmed. • 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

.4gent to the Governor-General. 

N.B.-Boys and Thugs not proved to have been present at 
a_ny particular murder have been sentenced to imprisonment for 
life or fC?r such period as it may be deemed fit to release them 
on security. 

No. 888-Political Thuggee 
To 

Sm, 

G. SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

rhief Secreatry to Government in the 

Political Department, 

Fort William . 

. Tubulpore, the 8th May 1832. 

I have the honour to submit the trial noted below for the 
orders of Government :-

Fourth or Akola Trial-Government versus Munneeram 
and 73 other prisoners. Crime-Murder by 
Thuggee. 

2. The case appears very voluminous but the bulk has 
been occasion.ed more by the number of prisoners tried than 
by the volummous nature of the evidence. The sentences are, 
however, I trust so clearly drawn up that His Honor the Vice­
P!esident in Council will not be put to much trouble or inconve­
mence in paE:sing his orders on the prisoners. 
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3. I consider this to be one of the best proved cases of the 
many well substantiated Thug Trials held by me at Saugor. 
There being no less than four confessions besides the evidence 
of approvers and ample circumstantial evidence to prove the 
guilt of the prisoners. 

4. It is proved in evidence that an immense gang of Thu'!s 
acknowledged by the confessing prisoners to have exceeded 300 
Thugs assembled under various leaders at Dhar in Malwah situate 
at the top of the Ghauts between Mhow in Malwah and Baroda 
in Gazerat. They there fell in with Soobadar Lalsingh who was 
travelling from Hindoostan towards Baroda in search of service 
with his wife and child, a handmaid and seven men servants. 
Dirgpal and Ajeebee, the former a Soobadar, the latter a Jema­
dar of .Thugs persuaded this unfortunate man that they had a 
brother at Baroda high in office with the Guicwar and that if he 
would join their party they would obtain for him a f,ituation on 
his arrival. He listened to their advice and for five or six days 
he marched in their company entertaining them the whole time 
at his expense. When they arriYed at Akola the desired oppor­
tunity presented itself and the whole of these confiding men 
were strangled with the exception of the little child1 who was 
preserved by Luchee (deceased) brother to Dirgpal Soobadar and 
who was ultimately found in his house. 

5. The child, J red and yellow saree r gold-lace], a saddle 
cloth and a Toshuk which belonged to the murdered party have 
•een produced in Court and identified to have been their pro­
perty and the boy who is with Captain Sleeman at Saugor still 
(and has always) retains the name of Girdharee given to him by 
his unfortunate parents. 

6. In your letter of the 25th March 1831, you informed me 
that some prisoners would he transmitted to me from Gwalior 
against whom no certain proof could be obtained either there or 
at Indore. One of those prisoners has turned out to be Dirgpal, 
a Soobadar of Thugs, one of their most influential leaders. This 
result is likely to produce a favourable impres~ion on prisoners 
of the correctness of our information and to prove the impossi­
bility of Thug leaders now to escape from punishment or from 
recognition whenever arrested. 

7. There are several prisoners upon whom I have passed 
sentence of imprisonment for life or for such period as it may 
be deemed unsafe to release them on security. They are either 
youths or persons proved to be Thugs but not to have been· pre­
sent at :rny particular murders. It is probable they may be con­
victed next sessions of wme specific offence, but at all events 
it would be most injurious to release surh characters for many 
Y:ears to come; for the Thugs themselves acknowledge that like 
tigers whenever thev have tasted human hloorl, they cannot be. 
deterred from attacking the human species whenever they find 
an opportunity. 

8. There is one prisoner Motee No. 73 sentenced to be 
hami~d whose case requires explanation. 

Malwa. 

Malwa. 

Hindustan. 
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9. In 1823 he joined the Lucnadown gang and it was chiefly 
through his instrument3lity that that immense gang was arre~ted. 
He was in consequence admitted as an approver and permitted 
to go at large on security. He ran away and it was not until 
his sec•irities had been forfeited and till the Darbar at Gwalior 
was addressed that he could be arrested. He a second time ran 
11.vay and was finally brought back a short time before I submit­
ted the Lucnadown case. It appears that after he turned appro­
ver ;he took to his old trade, was a Jemadar in this murder 
besides others and studiously avoided in his deposition in the 
Lucnadown case to mention the present murder nor would he 
give any information respecting Lalsingh Soobadar's murder 
until he found several witnesses come forward. He then was 
willing enough to give evidence, but it was too late. 

10. It is necessary to rule these Thug approvers who are 
the vilest of the vile, with a rod of iron otherwise we can have no 
hold upon those at present employed and they will become as 
great scourages to mankind as ever. I therefore trust that the 
sentence passed wifl be sanctioned. 

11. The whole family of Lalsingh Soobadar being extir­
pated, ,it becomes difficult to say what should be done with his 
son G1rdharee. I think it would be best to allow 3 rupees per 
mensem till he is sufficiently old to provide for himself and then 
to make him a Burkun<laz. 

To 

SIR, 

the 

I have, etc.; 

(Signed) F. C. SMITH, • 

Agent to the Govenor-Generai 

No. 1158 

G. SWINTON' ESQUIRE, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 

Political Department, 

Fort William. 

lubb11lpore, the 26th May 1832. 

}7have the honour to transm~t for the orders of Government 
th Bhaunpore and Dhurrah case noted below:-
Government versus Chinsah and 78 prisoners. Crime-

Murder and robbery. 

?- It appears that an immense qanj! of Thugs upwards ·of 
150 in number were returnin~ in 1817 A.D. from Indore. They 
nas~ed through Rampore and then arrived at Bhaunpore where 
they_ encamped nt:ar a Bowlee. Here five sepoys in Holcur's 
service came to drmk and were persuaded to halt near the gang. 
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At night they were all strangled. The gang re~ained stationary 
two days after which a Toomundar and four sepoys _arrived and 
were in a similar manner induced to halt and murdered. 

3. The gang then marched in the direction of Durrah. At 
Sunhera Akbar Mohammad Khan son-in-law to the late Nawab 
Ghuffoor Khan with nine men and his wife joined the gang and 
marched with them to Dhurrah. They all put up at a Dhurm­
sala and the gang at night strangled the whole of them and 
buried them in the court yard. 

4. A part of the gang then went to Anuntpore 10 or 12 coss 
off where ti.my destroyed a Moonshee with two servants and two 
Hurkaras who had come from Hoshangabad. 

5. The bodies of the two last murders have been pointed 
out and disintered and it is proved by Captain Borthwick's letter 
that the son-in-law of the Nawab was actually destroyed about 
the period in question. A remarkable quarrel between 
Kullian Singh and Chotee, two approvers about a catamite 
served to impress the recollection of these murders more firmly 
on the minds of the approvers. 

6. There are two prisoners Kader Khan and Mudeh Khan 
about whom it is necessary for me to say a few words. These 
prisoners were arrested while in the service of the Bejawur Rajah 
and have been serving as artillery men for some years. The Rajah 
appears to cons-ider the persecution of these two individuals as 
having originated in spite, but the evidence clearly shows that 
the pretence is false. 

7. Their father's name was Cm,sim who died in Huttah a 
convicted Thug. Their uncle is Noor Khan or Nutholee Jema­
dar a very notorious Thug whose two sons have been within the 
last two years punished. One Sadee is the person, who in the 
Lucknadown case was employed to play as a Musician before 
the Moonshee while preparations for murdering him and his 
servants were making. 

8. I have made many enquiries on the subject of these pri­
soners and am satisfied that they ought not for a very long time 
if ever to be released. It is true they can find security; but 
money is no object to Thugs who if clever in their profession 
can always sell their services for a large sum and besides it is 
necessary to deprive the Thugs of all protectors. 

9; Since we have commenced the ~ystematic extermination 
of these gangs, many Thugs have entered into service with 
different Rajahs in hopes of being thereby protected and even 
the notorious Rambuksh for whose arrest I was authorized to 
offer a reward of 500 rupees is now in the service of the brother­
in-Jaw of His Highness the Guicwar. To release these two pri­
soners would be in fact to, enable them to protect their brethern 
still at large. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) F. C. SMlITH, 

Agent to the Goi1ernor-General. 
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No. 1147 

W. H. MACNAUGHTEN, ESQUIRE, 

Agent to the Governor-General, 
Simla. 

Jubbulpore, the 29th klay 1832. 

In submittin.s a list of the chief Thugs who reside in the 
territories of the"' Nizam and other Native authorities south of 
the Nerbudda I intimated in my despatch of the 24th April last 
that I should' shortly propose a plan for the arrest and trial of 
these numerous murderers. 

2. Having now received from the Residents at Hyderabad 
and Nagpore the information I solicited from them, I shall ven­
ture to intrude on the valuable time of the Governor-General 
with my sentiments on the documents noted below:-

Captain Sleeman's letter of the 12th April 1832 with its 
enclosure. . 

Captain Sleeman's letters with annexations from Ma1or 
Stewart, dated the 30th April and 12th May 1832. 

Mr. Greeme•~ letter, dated the 23rd May !832. 
The narrative of Syed Ameer Ali forwarded with a 
letter from Captain Sleeman, dated the 22rd May 
18Jl. 

~- :the late trials at Saugor abundantly prove tpe urgent 
an~ md1spensable necessity of immediate and vigorous measures 
b_emg adopted to check and if possible eradicate a most exten­
sive combination against the lives and properties of all ~ravellers 
thr<;>ughout India and particularly in the Deccan and m an es­
pecial manner against the classes of men commonly known by 
the _name of Rokercas-men from the avocations of treasure­
carr:ers peculiarly exposed to dano-er and the sepoys of our 
regular armies from the sister Pre~idencies. 

See list in,Captain _4. The number of principal Thugs at large in the Nizam's 
~lett:n:d 1~:; territories 'Yhich only _i"ncl1;1des t~e most n?torious cons_isting of 
183 J. Number lSO professional assassins 1s of itself sufficiently appalling; b~t 
of murders rela- a perusal of the dreadful narrative dictated by Syed Ameer Ah, 
ted • by him. and approver of ours would I think satisfy the most incredu­
~untbofd pro- lous, not only that i~mediate measu1res are called for to root 
pc ro e out these pests and enemies of mankind, but that the Native 

Gov~r.nments are entirely unfit to be entrusted with such a task 
re9u1r_mg as it does both energy of mind and an honest dete:­
rnma~1on to perform a great public duty without regard to pn­
yat~ _interests and uninfluenced by the depraved passions of 
md1v1duals. 

S. Captain Sleeman proposes that an officer of experience 
!>hould be appointed to 3rrest the Thugs at large in the Deccan 
and collect the evidence necessary to prove their guilt and that 

• 
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the Resident at Nagpore should hold periodical sessions at Nagpur. 
Chinndwarrah to try such Thugs as should be committed for trial 
from among the ai,sassins arrested south of the Nerbudda reserv-
ing for himself the duty of clearing the Provinces North of the 
Nerbudda and committing such as he should seize to be tried 
by me at Saugor. I should here observe that the arrest and 
punishment of the Thugs South of the Nerbudda having already 
commenced with vigour and success and an officer to conduct 
the enquiries having been appointed by the Hyderabad Resident 
nothing now remains but to constitute a tribunal before which 
such prisoners as may be committed for trial may be judged. 

6. Major Stewart with great zeal and alacrity has fully en­
tered into our views and has appointed an officer in whose zeal 
and ability he can confide to· conduct all preliminary investig~­
tions. 

7. Mr. Graeme for reasons set forth in his despatch to me 
considers all extraordinary proceedings uncalled for by the. 
state of the Police in the Nagpore Territories, but will exert 
himself to assist us with all his influence. He also objects to 
being constituted the judge of the tribunal to decide the commit­
ments made on the South of the Nerbudda. 

8. For these reasons Captain Sleeman's plan of constitut-
ing a tribunal at Chinndwarah must foll to the ground and Chhindwara. 
another scheme must be ·substituted in its stead. 

9. There are several obvious modes : -
First.-Entrusting the tria! of all Thug commitments South 

of the Nerbudda to the Native Authorities of the 
place, or 

Second.-Constituting a tribunal consisting of one Euro­
pean and several Native Judges as proposed by 
Mr. Graeme, or 

Third.-Confiding the duty to the Resident of Hyderabad, 
or lastly of bringing to trial before the Agent to 
the Governor-General at Saugor all Thugs arrested 
through the instrumentality of the Saugor appro­
vers. 

There may be others but these appear to me the most 
feasible. 

10. The first plan of entrm:ting the trial of Prisoners to the 
common Native tribunals of the country, is I consider out of the 
question. The narrative of Ameer Ali alone will show the futility 
of such a scheme and the 1,ale ~md purchase of Thug prisoners 
which so long disgraced the Native States in Bundelkhund and Bundelkhand. 
which has been so fully exemplified by the conduct of Beharee 
Lal Seth the Gumashtah of Dunraj Seth, are sufficient grounds 
for rejecting tribunals who make a mockery of justice and do 
not hesitate to sanction crimes profitable to the Rulers them-
selves. , 

11. The second; of constituting a mixed tribunal, as pro­
posed by Mr. Graeme, is, I think, liable to many grave objec­
tions. All natives may be said, without any want of charity, to 
have their price; though some are rated higher than others. 

13 
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The Thugs have not only money of their own but can procur:' 
iarge sums by the sale of their future services in the Thug 
profession. To constitute a tribunal of persons so liable to. be 
corrupted to investigate into ca~es of the nature of those which 
will be brought before them when 10,000 rupees have been be­
fore now paid for the release of one Thug alone would endanger 
the success of the measures adopted to put down the trade; I 
consider Hindoos unfitted by their habits and religion from de­
ciding without bias and favour in criminal trials where a large 
portion of the prisoners ~re Brahmins. Moreover, I object 
decidedly to any division of responsibility which becomes the 
weaker, the more it is sub-divided. The indifferent Judge is 
better than half a dozen of good judges, forming one court of 
justice. This principle seems to have been prominent in His 
Lordship's mind when the late extensive Reform of the Circuit 
Courts of this Presidency was planned and executed. 

12. The third, namely, to confide the duty to the Resident 
of Hyderabad would probal_?ly have prov~d, the most feasible; 
but it will be -observed that Major Stewart has not contemplated 
such an exigency and I conclude from his never having presided 
in Judicial Courts of Justice he would neither desire nor accept 
such as novel, responsible and painful task. 

13. Should His Lordship honor the above arguments with 
his approbation, the last scheme, namely, to send the prisoners 
after all preliminary local investigations have terminated to 
Saugor to be tried at the extraordinary Sessions to be held there 
by me periodically will probably be preferred. 

14 .• The chief objection would consist of the great distance 
from the Hyderabad Territories, but when it is recollected that 
prisoners from Ajmere, the Dooab, Guzerat and Candesh have 
been· prosecuted to conviction under the able superintendence of 
Captain Sleeman, it will probably be acknowledged that his 
supervision'. will more than compensate for any inconvenience 
which may be experienced by the adoption of the proposed 
measure. 

15. • The narrative of Ameer Ali and all the information we 
?re possessed of, shows that the Thugs travelled all over India 
m search of prey and avoid as much as possible performing 
their murderous avocations near their domiciles. Their residence 
therefore in one country by no means requires that they should 
be there tried, on the contrary it is probable that the evidence re­
quired to convict them may be as easily procured here and at 
a short distance as at the nearest Court of India to their home!;. 
The number of approvers at Saugor and the mass of information 
in Captain Sleeman's Office also points him out as the most 
eligible, public officer to entrust with the duty of bringing them 
to trial. The Hyderabad Thugs will in all probability be con­
victed o~ murders on both sides of the Nerbudda River. 

l~., Fi~ally in thu~ cxpressi.ng ~he sentiment~ I . entertain 
on this sub1ect, I beg His Lordship will do me the Justice to be­
lieve that it. is not from :my desire to monopolize the credit of 
extinguishing, these hands of assassins. thou.l!h I am fully suscepti­
ble of the h·onor at1d credit attending the successful termination 
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of such a duty, that I have arrived at the above conclusion, but 
from a sincere conviction that the ends of justice will be best 
answered and furthered thereby. I have abundant duty already 
in my hands and much more likely to take place by the late 
transfer of authority in the Revenue and Criminal Departments, 
it cannot therefore be either to my personal comfort or ease, to 
covet a duty, highly re::ponsiblc, very laborious and exceedingly 
di~tressing to the feelings of a man, but I have in conjunction 
with Captain Sleeman undertaken the task of extirpating the 
gangs of Thugs which infest India and with God's blessing, I, will 
not allow either a sense of ease or any other personal considera­
tion to deter me from the performance of a duty I consider my­
self pledged to his Lordship to carry through all difficulties to a 
successful accomplishment. 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 

P. S.-Duplicate of this dispatch and of its accompaniments 
will be duly forwarded to the Government at Calcutta. 

No. 1211 

To 

SIR, 

G. SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

Chief Secretary to Govern111e11f, 

Political Department, 

Fort William. 

Jubbulpore, the 4th June 1832. Jubbulporc. 

• I have the horiour to forward for the orders of· Government 
the 19th Thug TrialJ noted below:-

19th or Silodeh case. Government versus Khan Muhumud 
and 42 other prisoners. 

2. Shortly after the acquisition of Saugor hy the British 
Government and before any measures for the improvement of 
the Police were undertaken an assemblage of Thugs estimated 
at 150 took place at the village of Siloda situated in the district 
of Saugor at that time under the management of Doorjan Patel. 
rhey met to celebrate the Hooly. One day a Pundit named 
Bhaoo Sahib and six companions arrived and ignorant of their 
characters put up in the grove with the gang. They were. all 
strangled at niiJht. Four days afterwards four Kanwurettees 
(holy water cari-icn) ::ind one woman arrived and were also put 
to death. 
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3. Govind Rao Pundit, the Aumil of the district, hearing 
of their arrival sent to have them seized but Door,ian Patel be­
came answerable for their appearance before him and in conse­
quence they were not molested. The leaders with the Patel 
waited on the Aumil who, being satisfied they were not thieves, 
released them. 

4. The bodies of the murdered people have been found and 
inquests held on their remains. Considering that the Bayeh 
*Sahiba of Saugor during her reign befriended the Thugs it is not 
to be wondered at that her subordinates acted in the same 
manner but still this does not excuse Doorjun Patel. It would 
not at present be prudent to release him on security otherwise 
as he has not been accused of such· transactions of a later date 
some consideration for his age might be shown. 

5. I addressed the Barelly Magistrate on the [ l 
requesting him to give me information respecting a noted 
Jemadar of Thugs named Bukt alias Kishen Singh said to be 
confined for life in the Jail of that District but have not receivea 
any reply to my letter. 

To 

SIR, 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 

No. 1182 

G. SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 
Political Department. 

Jubbulpore, the 31st May 1832. 

I have the honour to forward for the orders of Government 
the 16th trial of Thugs noted below : -:-

Government versus Budiao and 31 others. Crime-·-
Robbery and murder . 

. 2. It is proved in evidence that a large body of Thugs on 
their return from their favourite seat, the road to Baroda, halted 
about two or three coss on the Baroda side of Dhar. While 
cooking, 10 persons arrived on their wav from Baroda to the 
gangs. Five of them who were much knocked up by hard march­
ing agreed to accompany the gang by easy marches but the 
others went on promising to wait for them at the Cantonment of 
Mhow. In the night or rather early next morning they were 
murdered about H ems on the Mhow side of the Dhar and 
buried in a Nalah. 

3. When the gang arrived in the vicinitv of Mhow they 
divided. One part went round outside the Cantonment; the 
other went into the Cantonment; but a portion of them proceed­
ed without halting to Dadowda the appointed place of rendez­
vous. 
-------------------------~--------• 

•See Syed Ameer Ali's Narrative. 
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4. BuKtawar Singh and Matadeen two of the i;epoys who 
escaped the snares of the enemy recognizing Gunga Bishun, the 
speaker of the gang of Thugs enquired what had become of the 
brother of the latter named Hurreebuggut and receiving no 
satisfactory reply, they caused the arrest of such of the gang as 
could be seized. Gangabishun, there can be no doubt, confessed 
to the sepoy that his brother had been murdered. Part of the 
property belonging to the five murdered people was found on 
the prisoners and identified. Some of the prisoners were also 
recognized as having belonged to the party in whose company 
ihe murdered J)eople were last seen, yet the Resident of Indore 
released them after a fruitless enquiry of a few days. There 
were ample grounds for detaining them on suspicion; and I have 
no doubt in my mind that if Gungabishun had been properly 
managed, he would• eventually, have disclosed the whole affair 
and have pointed out where the bodies could be found. It is 
lamentable to reflect on how many lives may have been thus 
sacrificed by Mr. Wellesley's ignorance of Judicial business. 

5. For a more detailed account of this transaction permit 
me to refer you to the letter noted in the margin, but I cannot 
avoid pointing out the remarkable plausibility which these villians 
possess, how speciously they can persuade even near relations 
to part company and with what confidence travellers throw 
themselves into the snares of the destroyer. It is a well known 
fact that the braver the traveller the easier he is destroyed and 
the Thug approvers acknowledge that their chief victims consist 
of sepoys who trusting to their strength and courage are easily 
allured to their destruction by the submissive and wily conduct 
of these accomplished villians. The Thugs evidently find it as 
easy to destroy both the confident soldier as the timid and fear­
fu I treasure-carrier. 

To 

Sm, 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 

A.t,rcnt to the Go•1_1cmor-Gcneral. 

No. 1253 

G. S\VINTON, ESQUIRE, • 
Chief Secretary to Gm·crnmcnt, 

Political Depart111c11t, 
Fort William. 

J11bbulpore, the 9th June 1832. 

I have the honour to forward for the orders of Government 
the 1 hug case noted below : - • • 

22nd or Deonuggur case Government versus Gurhoo anci 
36 others. 

r.rimc--Murder and Robbery. 

Captain Sleeman •s 
letter 17th Janu­
ary 1832. 
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2. About the year 1819 or the beginning of 1820 [ ? ? ] 
for the date is not accuratefy ascertained, the valley of the Ner­
budda was much Infested by gangs of Thugs. Sixty who were on 
an expedition to the Deccan encamped at the village of Deo­
nuggur, which is situated on the road between Nursingpore and 
Seance and is surrounded by Jungle a!'ld Forests. 

3. Next day two Byragees from Hyderabad arrived and 
shared the same fate. 

4. The witnesses who were examined by me at Saugor 
stated that seven of the murdered people were Sonars or Gold­
smiths .. On opening the graves several sets of Goldsmith's tools 
were found, which corroborate in the strongest manner the truth 
of the evidence detailed· in this case. 

5. I had intend~d to have been present at the opening of the 
graves but the approvers did not arrive in time and the duty 
therefore devolved on Mr. Gouthin, the Principal Assistant at 
Nur~ingpore, whose letter describing the transaction you wiJI 
find in page 30*. 

To 

Sm, 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) F. C. SMITH, 
Agent to the Governor-General. 

No. 1178 

G. SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 

Political Department, 

Fort William. 

Jubbnlpore, the JOth June 18.12. 

I have the honour9 to forward the 21st trial of Thugs noted 
below for the orders of Government : -

21st or Bcrsugnee first Trial, Government versus Dullel 
and 33 others. 

Crime.-Murder and robbery. 

2. These prisoners have been convicted of the A1mder of 
14 persons in February 1820 and the case is perhaps the most 
atrocious of any I have submitted to Government. 

3. • A large gang on their way home met three travellers at 
an old ruined temple at Kamptee and murdered them in the 
usual manner. Shortly afterwards, H urbuns being with one 

•Page 30 of the Proceeding of the TrHL P. 
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arm, his. brother_ Newul ·Singh Jemadar in the Nizam's Service 
with six male companions, two of whom were his sons-in-law, 
his two daughters and son arrived on their way to Sindee Palaree 
near aanda and travelled in company with the gang. These 
people before they arrived at Jubulpoor were warned of the Jubbulpon·. 
character of their associates; but they had become attached to 
some of them so sincerely that they disbelieved their friends and 
rejected the warning. It appears that the Thugs from pity for 
the youth and beauty of the girls had hitherto refrained from 
murdering them, believing that they had not much wealth in 
their possession, but unfortunately smpicion fell on a part of 
the gang who had entered Jubulpoor with the Jemadar and Jubbulpo1e. 
they were all searched when Jewels to a large amount were dic;-
covered and the death of the whole party resolved on without 
remorse although the unfortunate girls actually sat during 
the search on the property stolen from the three travellers at 
Kamptee to save these inhuman wretches. 

4. After a few marches the whole 11 were strangled at 
Busegnee in the Punna .lagheer. 

5. The bodies have been found and the relations of the 
murdered and their names1 etc., satisfactorily ascertained. Two 
prisoners confess this foul act. 

To 

Sm, 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) F. C. SMITH, 
Agent to the Governor-General. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

(Copy) 

THE HONOURABLE R. CAVENDISH, 
Resident at Gwalior. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
fated the 4th Instant, and a copy has been subsequently re­
ceived from the Governor-General's Agent in the Saugor and 
Nerbudda Territories of his letter to your address, dated the 
7th Instant, both on the subject of Thuggee. 

2. As the parties of Thugs carry their depredations in the 
course of one season through a variety of independent States to 
the remotest corners of India, it is next to impossible that any 
one of the protected States can possess the information before­
hand which would enable it to :ipprehend them while they are 
in progress through its own Territories. The rapidity of their 
movements and the disguises they assume generally secure them 
fr_om detection upon the spot and by tfie time the murders are 
discovered, they have passed on to another jurisdiction where 
they cannot be followed. In short it is only by a well combined 
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system of operatio9,s which embraces in its scope the whole of 
India that these m!screants can be followed up and brought to 
justice and the performance of this duty, like the extirpation of 
the hordes of Pindarries naturafly devolves upon the supreme 
power. 

3. Saugor being the most centrical of the British possessions, 
the Officer in charge of that Province has been entrusted with 
the execution of this duty with the valuable assistance of 
Captain Sleeman his efforts' have been attended with eminent 
success. Great numbers of the Thugs have been apprehended 
and executed and, as the mass of evidence he has collected has 
put in possession of the names and, in many cases, furnished him 
with the means of conviction nearly all the professional Thugs 
in Upper India he is enabled tc act with a degree of certainty 
and efficiency which, if his efforts are properly supported by the 
local authorities, promi~es the speedy extirpation of these mis­
creants. 

4. I have been directed to furnish you with this brief out­
line of the motives which induced Government to entrust Mr. 
Smith with the task of puttinrt down the system of Thuggee 
with a view to impress upon yo: in the most serious manner the 
necessity which exists for your seconding and assisting . his 
efforts with all the means at your command. 

SHIMLA: 

The 24th June 1832. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) vV. H. MACNAGHffON, 

Secretary to the Got•ernor-General. 

To 

Sm, 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

(Copy) 

THE HoN'BI.E R. CAVENDISH. 

Resident at Gwalior. 

I am directed by the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General 
to achknowl~dge the receipt of your Letter, dated the 17th l~stant, 
ohn t e. subJect of the efforts now making for the suppress10n of 
t e Cnme of Thuggee. 

2. You arc under a mistake in supposing that Informers are 
sent from the Saugor Territory into all independent states to 
apprehend _Thugs_ These Informers are sent merely for the pur­
pose of pointing out the Individuals who have been in the habit 
of practising this actrocious offence. • 

3. Your suggestion that a British Officer, Civil or Military, 
of great experience and regard for the right and independence of 
the nativ,e states should be deputed to accompany the party in 
quest of fhugs could not be carried into effect without great in­
convenience. Indeed 11uch a deputation would we impracticable 
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consistent with the secrecy and celerity of movement required to 
give effect to the expedition in search of those wily and vagrant 
offenders. 

4. A trustworthy Subadar h:-.s been attached to each of the 
parties sent from the Saugor Territories and should you or the 
authorities at the Durbar notwithstanding this precaution, 
apprehend that there is a danger of collusion for oppres:ive pur­
poses between the party so depured and the Gwalior Police, 
you are ::it liberty, His Lordship observes, to depute any other 
officer in whom you may have confidence to act as a check upon 
their proceedings. 

5. That some of the Individuals pointed out a:: Thugs by 
the informers ::ind apprehended :-.s such may he innocent His 
Lordship is ready to admit, but he does not comider it at all 
prob~1ble that m::iny instances of this nature are likely to occur 
nor does His Lordship thinlc that we should suffer c..urselves to 
be deterred by the prospect of pus ible evil from the prosecution 
of a scheme which would alone :1ppe:1r calculated to protect the 
lives and property of the Community from the most insidiom: 
and foulest of depredators. 

6. You will of course lose no time in communicating to 
Mr. Smith any instance tbt may come to your knowledge of 
misconduct on the part of the individuals deputed by him and 
a copy of your letter now acknowledged will be forwarded by 
me to the same authority in order that he may a1fopt any turther 
precautions which may in his opinion be iikely to have the 
effect of preventing the incoll\·eniences to the public which you 
appear to contemplate. 

SIMLAH: 

The 25th Jlfa•y 1832. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) 'VV. H. MACNAGHTON, 
Secretary to the Governor-G cnrra!. 

(Copy) 

To 
Vv. I-T. MACNAGHTON, ESQUIRE, 

Secretar)• to the Governor-Ge11cra/. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to report that Informers are sent from 
the Sau<1or Territory into :1II indenendent states to apprehend 
Thugs o; persons accused of being Thugs and that these informen: 
are themselves Thuv;s ~cknowleda;in11, murders innumerable. 

14 

Simla. 
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2. Whether a \I persons pointed out by them ought to . be 
seized and deli ,·ered up to our police parties accompanying 
those Thu6s is ~.,bmitted for the consideration :..nd orders of the 
Suµreme ~.lvvtc:, n,uenc. ln 111y opinion no naiive ur natives 
ought to be 1, usted with such unlimited power and I beg leave 
to suggest tnat a British Officer, Civil or Military, of ,great 
e_.perience and regard for the rights and independence _of t_he 
native states should be deputed with such a p:uty or parties with 
instructions to institute to an immediate enquiry if the employ­
ment of informers be considered ahsolutely requisite for the 
suppression of Thug;ee. 

3. Now whoever is apprehended jmtly or unjustly is trans­
r:orted to Saugor unless the informer or party with him should 
find it more pro:itable to release him immediately and though 
the orders be positive for his transmission to Saugor, it may be 
doubted whe:her they arc alw2ys attended to when the parties 
employed are so far removed from control or check but even 
granting the apprehended be :ilwavs sent to Saugor, their ap'1re­
hen:ion, detention and confinement, if innocent, must be consi­
dered great evils. 

4. The Gwalior Territory has had several visits for such 
purposes since my arriv:il, and having been a Magistrate in 
former days I know the difficulty ot preventing extortion and 
oppression even when on the spot to check and punish any 
~buse of power and I do not like to ~ee Independent States sub-
1ect to such visitations unless in cases of extreme necessity and 
Funder. the considerate surveillance of an experienced Britisn 

unct1onary. 

GWALIOR RESIDENCY: 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) R. CAVENDISH, 

Resident. 
The 17th May 1832. 

P. S.-I have just received a report from the Kotewal of our 
~az_ar confir11;at_ory in some degree of the :ihuse of grnnting a 
oving comm1ss1on to a party of native,, free from all check and 

control. 

To 

Sm, 

(Signed) R. CAVENDISH, 
Resident. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
(Copy) 

G. SWINTON, ESQUIRE 

C llief Secretary to G~vernment, 
Fort William. 

t With reference to the_ letter to my address from the Agent 
? the Governor-General 10 the Saugor and Nerbudda Territo­

nes, d:1te9 the 29th• Ultimo, a duplicate of which has been for­
warded direct to Calcutta regarding the mode of proceeding 
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against the Thugs in the Nizam's Territory, I am directed to in­
form you that, if t.he plan meets with the c.oncurrence of the 
Hon'ble the Vice-President in Council, His Lordship proposes 
to invest Lhe Resident at Hyderabad with the charge of appre-
hending the Thugs in the States of Hydernhad and Na~pore Nagpur 
and other Countries to the South of our Territories upon the 
Nerbudda and of conducting their trials himself without any 
further restriction than may be imposed by the neces-ity of 
obtaining the fi.P:.tf sanction of Government to the sentences 
passed upon them while Mr. Smith will still remain d:JrgeJ with 
the extirpation of the system in the Saugor and Nerbudda 
Territories, and in all the Countries situated to the North, East 
:rnd \Vest of th:it Province. 

2. His Lordship anticipates that Major Stewart's exertions 
will be productive of the happiest effects in the suppression of 
the Sy:·tem of Thuggee in the South of India and Mr. Smith and 
Cantain Sleeman will of course communicate freely with him 
and Major Smith, the officer whom he has appointed to the 
immediate charge of apprehending the Thugs sending to them 
the approvers who are connected with that part of the country, 
and furni:hing them with copies of such portions as they may 
require of the voluminous evi(lence which has given a clue to 
the oersons of most of these miscreants and fully exposed their 
dreadful practices. 

3. Should the course of proceeding above suggested be 
approved His Lordship requests that with a view to save time 
the necessary instructions may be is~ued direct from the Presi­
dency to the authorities concerned. 

SHIMLA • 
The 25th .Tune 1832. 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) W. H. MACNAGHTON, 

Secretary to the Go·l,'ernor-General. 

[Receh•cd the 23rd .4.ugust 1832.] 

To 

SJ·R·, 

FRANCIS CURVIN SMITH, ESQUIRE, 

.4gent to the Gover11or-Ge11eral, 

Saugor an'd N erbudda Territories. 

I am directed to. acknowledge the ·receipt of your despatch 
of the 2nd Instant, submitting a duplicate of your despatch to 
the address of the Secretary with the Governor-General of the 
29th Ultimo, relative to a plat). for the extirpation of the Gangs 
of Thugs to. the Southward of the Nerbudda . 

.-2: ·wHi, • refcrer1'ce to the 2rid paragraph of your letter to 
niy addrers, T am directed to inform you that the Vice-President 
in Council ;~ pleased to comply with your recommendation -that 

Simla. 
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you should be authorized to an exemption from the punishment 
of death or from transportation for life in favour of t!ie informer 
Syyud Ameer Alli. 

3. On the subject of the 3rd paragraph of your letter, I a!n 
directed to inform you that it is not deemed advisable to hang 10 
chains the bodies of those Thugs who may he condemned to 
suffer capital punishment. The number is too great, and it 
might be difficult to prevent the removal of the bodies by the 
numerous friends ot the parties. 

4. vVith reg::ird to the publication of Syyud Ameer Alli's 
narrative, it is proposed to communicate it to one of the Editors 
of the periodical publications for that purpose. 

F:> -.r W:LLIA\1: 

Tlze 2.5tlz June • 832. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sm, 

Your most obed:ent Hurrble Servant, 

G. vV. SvVINTON, 

Chief secretary to the Goi•ermnent. 

(Copy) 
To 

Sm, 

w. B. rv:ACNAC::HTON. EsourflE, 
Secretar)• to the Right Hon' ble the 

Governor-General, 

Political Department, 

Simla. 

I have the honour to transmit to you for the purpose of being 
submitted to the Right Hon'ble the Governor-GeP.eral, copies 
of t~_rec despatches to my address under dates as noted in the 
mar.gin _from the Political Agent at Bhrutpoor relative to the 
Proceed111g, at that place of a Moonshee and detachment of 
Ae~oys de~patche1 under the orders of the Governor-General'~ 

=,ent at Saugor in ,,earcl, of Thugs . 

. 2. The conduct of the Moonshee in question Meer Villayet 
Alt as stated by Mr. Lushington and the Thug approveri, who 
~ccompanied him in forcibly arrestin~ a Brahmin and a !iepahee 
1~ the service of the Bhrutpoor Rajah on a charge of Thuggery 
without even !"Cporting his arriv:.tl to - the Political Agent at 
Bhutpoor, or i!1formi11g the Regent Ministers of his rea~ons 
for so extraordinary an act cannot fail to attract the serious 
attention of His Lordship as illmtrative of the procedure of a 
low Moonshee when vested with so large a share of discretionary f udt~ority in the Territory of a native, independent prince of 
n ia. 
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3. The whole procedure of the Moonshee in thls case as 
detailed by Mr. Lushington appears to me highly reprehensible 
and might have been attended by &erious consequences had not 
that officer interfered .is he did in so prompt and judicious a 
manner. 

4. What mu~t any indepencient Prince or Chieftain think of 
such a procedure, a common Moonshee :1ccompanied by certain 
condemned murderers and a party of British Sepoys, proceeding 
direct to his Capital and therein forcibly seizing and arresting a 
Brahmin and one of the Prince's Soldiers without any charge 
of criminality or any communication having been made to the 
Prince him-elf, to his Ministers, or to the Agent residing at his 
Court? An act more unusual ~nd more humiliating to the 
Prince, cannot be conceived. • 

5. Mr. Lushington's observations on this case in his letter 
to the address of the Al1ent to the Governor-General for the 
Saugor and Nerbudda Territories, and his conduct throughout, 
will I am satisfied meet the approbation of the Right Honorable 
the Governor-General. 

6. I have made the necessary communication to the Rajah 
of .Teypoor as directed in your letter of the 15th ultimo of the Jaipur 
intended journey of the party through that Territory for the 
aoprehension of Thug~ and have requested that the authorities 
there may be directed lo afford them every proper assistance but 
I do not expect they will receive any; the natives strange as it 
may appear do not co-09erate heartily in such undertakings and 
the very Moonshees who read the official letter to the Rajahs 
on the subject, have it in their power to thwart the measures 
in vi~w by communic;1ting the approach of the police party and 
thereby enabling the Thugs to keep out of the way. 

7. The plan indeed proposed as far a~ I understand it from 
the papers in circulation appear to me objectionable in many 
respects and very ill-calculatccl to secure success. An ordinary 
native and perhaps an ignorant and indiscreet one too is not fitted 
for a duty of so much importance and requiring so large a por­
tion of good seme, caution, discretion ~rnd address and the 
publicity given to his proceedin~•s at any Town where the party 
may halt, aR well as from the official communications to all the 
Chiefs of the country must excite alarm among the Gang of 
Thugs and keep them out of the way. The few respectable 
natives with whom I have conversed on the subject, seem to 
think that no good can arise from the plan now pur~ued but that 
a great deal of positive mit-chie_f may accrue from placing the 
honor and character of every native of the Country at the discre­
tion of perhaps an intriguing and corrupt Moonshee. 

Rt\JPOOT\NA AGENCY, A JMERE : 

The 23rd June 1832. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) A. LOCKETT, 

Age11t to tl,c Goi•crnor-Ge11cral. 

Rajputan:,. 
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Tm. AGENT ro THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 

Saugor and Nerbudda TerritOries. 

I have the honour to state for your information that the 
Detachment sent by you under Roostum Khan Subadar accom­
panied by Meer Vilay!:lt J\li fyloonshee and three Thug appro­
vers arrived in these ferntones about four days ago and that 
two persons have been apprehended by them on the evidence 
of the Thug approvers. 

2. Previously to entering into an examination of the evid­
ence on which these individuals have been arrested l feel it my 
duty to bring to your notice the (as I conceive) improper con­
duct of the Moonshee who accompanied the detachment in 
forcibly arresting a Sepahee in the fervice of the Bhrutpoor Raja 
on a charge of Thug~ery without even reporting his arrival at 
Bhrutpoor to me, without having in any way informed the 
Bhrutpoor Regent Ministers of his reasons for so arresting the 
Sepahee or requested their aid or permission which h:-.d he done 
so, would have been most readily granted. 

3. The circumstances of a Sepahee in the Raja's service and 
a Zamedar of a Bhrutpoor Village having been arrested by a 
~uard of British Sepahees at the orders of a person styling him­
self a Moonshee from Saugor brought to my notice a few days 
ago by the Bhrutpoor authorities who at the same time express­
ed their rnrprise at this occurrence. l immediately sent a 
Chuprassy to summon the Moon~hee Meer Vilayut Ali to the 
Agency and accordingly made his appearance in the course of a 
few hours accompanied by the Thu_gs :md the Sepahee and 
Brahm in whom he had seized. • 

4. Upon my questioning him as to the authority under 
which he had apprehended the aforesaid persons he produced-ic• 
an English letter to my address from you and a Persian Purwa­
nah which he said fully warranted his seizing aII persons who 
might be accused of Thuggery by the approvers. I remarked in 
reply that if YO':J had intended providing the letter and Purwanah 
by no means [producedl to confer that unlimited power of 
search and seizure not only in the Territory attached to Saugor 
but throughout Hindoo&tan you would not have deemed • it 
necessary to furnish him with letters to the different Rajas of 
the&e parts nor would you have addressed a letter to me request­
ing my aid in apprehending offenders· that a procedure of the 
sort which had just occurred appeared to me highly irregular 
and improper and likely to lead to most unpleasant results by 
bringing him into collision with the native authorities and per­
haps subjecting himself and companions to inRult and outrage 
from the turbulent zemecndars of these parts. I stated to him 
that in my opinion he ought in the fm,t instance to have applied 
to me or to the Bhrutpoc>r Ministers for permission to arrest 
cert:iin person~ ~usnected of Thu!l~erv 1h•1t Purwa~:1ho: and pvery 
:i~·sistarrce would have been most cheerfully granted him and the 

•He had been 2 or 3 days in Bharutpoor. 
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Bhrutpoor Raja spared the humiliation of seeing his own ser-
, :mts arrested by British Troops on the evidence of a self-con-
victed murderer and common prostitute without his being so 
much as informed of the crime with which they were charged. 
To this the Moonshee replied that he had arrested vanouts per-
sons after the same fashion in the Gwalior, Dholepoor and 
Jeypoor Territory and that unless he had done so the Criminals Jaipur. 
would in all probability have heard of the objects of his mission 
rind have made their escape accordingly. 

5. I have adverred to this point at such length because it 
appearts to me of much importance, it involves with it the ques-
tion whether Bhurutpoor is recognized as :m independent state or, Bharatpur. 
not by the British Government? \-Vhether its internal affairs 
arc to be m:maged and its subjects controlled by its own Native 
Authorities alone? Or whether :1 Moonshee in the emplor of 
the British Government and armed bv Purwanahs from a British 
Officer in the Saugor and Ncrbudd:i' Territory has a right to 
l"seize] upon Bhurutpoor Sepahees ~md r.ubjects without the con-
sent or knowledge of the Bhrutpoor Government? Admitting 
that the object with which the seizure was made is most desir­
able-granting ~lso that the Thuggism is an evil and a reproach 
so [obnoxiom] to our Government as almost to justify •any 
means that may tend to its suppression. There still remains the 
question whether the end in view m:1y not have been attained 
without having had recourse to a procedure of the nature above 
stated. 

6. The prisoners of course assert their entire innocence of 
the crime imputed to them and I must confess that I do not by 
any means feel assured of their guilt on a consideration of the 
evidence preferred against them. First with regard to the Bhrut- Bharatpur. 
poor Sepahee (he is known here by the nume of Jhundee Khan 
but the Thug approver declares that his proper name is Booree 
Khan). He is now about 20 or 21 years of age and is stated to 
have been a Thug seven years ago in Malwa. The Thug appro-
vers have not seen him for seven years and he was when they 
knew him a lad of 13 or 14. He has been in the service of the 
Raja here for 4~ years and asserts that prior to his obtaining ser-
vice here he was in the employ of the Raja of Hussein in the 
Coel district. I have written to the judge at Coe! to arcertair: 
this point and the character of Jhundee Khan's father who is also 
stated to have been a Thug. The ::ipprovers assert that the 
prisoner was for a month or more with Noor Khan's gang in the 
Dhar territory about [ ] years ago and that he was present 
with him on three separate occasions of murders committed on 
the persons of Company's Sepahees proceeding 'l.'ia Dhar to 
their homes. They state that Jhundee Khan was employed in 
burning tl1e bodies of the persons murdered-but noways con-
cerned in the murdering. 

7. Jhundee Khan is now in confinement here and in the 
event of the other approvers under custody at Saugor having 
charges to advance against him he shall either be forwarded for 
trial to you or should you consider his guilt to be established he 
can be subjected to such punishment here as may seem proper. 
The second person accured of Thu~_gery is a Brahmin of the 
name of Kuloo, an inhabitant and Mokuddim of the village of 
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Kujoorec, Bhrutpoor Territory. The approYer Puharee Khan 
does not recognize the person but a female of the name of 
lLadhoo] formerfy the mistress of Meer Khan in Pfison . at 
Saug,or declares that her keeper assured her of Kuloo s having 
joined his party on various occasions. The person will also 
be fo1w2rded to you should you consider it proper. 

8. The third person Girdaree by caste a Telee of the same 
village (Kujooree) [should] he here I bciicve in the. course of 
a few days as orders have been issued for his apprehension by the 
Bhrutpore Authorities. On his arrival I shaII do myselt the 
honour of addressing you again on the subject. 

9. The remarks which I have felt it my duty to submit as 
to the conduct of the Moonshee will not I feel assured be con­
sidered to indicate any dedre on my part to s~reen a,,Criminal 
because he happens to be in the Bhrutpore service. \,\, nat 1 am 
apprehensive of is that the power entrusted to this detach­
ment of seizing whom:oevcr they please may he abused and 
perverted into an engine of oppression; that innocent persons 
may be apprehended on this most dreadful of charges. The 
o!her objection to the ~ystem is that it unnecessarily interferes 
with the native powers, inasmuch as it delegates to a Mere 
Moonshee a control over the liberties and persons of their suo­
ie~ts which may he perverted to the worst of purposes. It is 
said that some of the Native Princes are in the habit of harbour­
ing arid protecting Thugs, but I am not aware that the Bhrutpore 
9overnment have ever been suspected o( so doing even allow­
mg that it was so suspected the British Agent on the spot might 
at any rate have heen applied to; it is to be presumed t~at he 
would from motives of duty and interest have exerted himself 
to the utmost in fulfillincr the wishes of Government and that 
any communication mad; throudh ·him on the subject of 
Thuggery would have met with the readiest attention from the 
Bhrutpore authorities. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) G. T. LUSHINGTON, 
Polit-ical Agent. 

BHRUTPORE POLITICAL AGENCY : 

To 

SIR, 

Tl1e 13th June 1832. 

COLONEL A. LOCKETT , 
S11perinlendent and Agent to the 

Governor-General, 
Ajmere. 

In continuation of my letter of ye~terday on the subject ot 
the proceedings of the Saugor Moonshee, I have the honour to 
forward copies of the evidence deposed to before the Bhrutpore 
Authorities by the Thug approvers. 
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2. On a reference to this document you will perceive that 
of the 3 Thug evidence Durva knows nothing whatever of Booree 
Khan, Kuloo Bhamin, or Gird~ree that Baz Khan only recog­
nizes Booree Khan but knows nothing of the Bahmin or Telee, 
that Paharee Khan silent as to these two persons, that Ladhoo* •This is what she:: 
Kushin does not know anvthinri a.!1ainst them of her own know- stated before me at 
ledge but has heard from.· her C'>he:lpcr 111 eer Khan in prison at the Agency. 
Saugor that "these 2 people used to :1ccompany him in his· (:-d.) G. T L 
Thugging excursions". 

3. Kuloo Bahmin was therefore attested on the evidence, 
if such it may be called of the Kusbin, who herself knows nmhing 
against him, but had heard from her keeper that he was [a Thug]. 
On this mere hearsay is a respectable Zumeendar and Mokuddim 
of a Village to be apprehended as :1 murderer and sent in chains 
to Saug,or·r 

4. I would beg to ask whether it is consistent with Justice 
to capture persons on such a charge ~nd evidence, and this too 
without allowing the prisoner to say a word in His defence. 

5. It is of course the object of the Thug witnesse~ to con­
·-1ict some one, for on the convictions effected by them their 
hopes of eventual pardon rest and I think with reference to 
their previous habits, their utter disregard. not only of truth and 
justice, but also of those Minor considerations which restrain 
other thiev~s and murderers, I am justified in asserting that as 
they do not scruple to murder whosoever may cross their path, 
7.>"ith the hope of CL'e11t11a/ gain so nithcr wo·.ild tliey on the same 
principle, hesitate at accusing any person of Thuggery whether 
innocent or guilty. 

6. Add to what is above stated the C'.ircumstance (which I 
myself ascertained from the Moon: hee) that ·these Thug accusers 
arc noways kept separate, and that they may therefore with per­
fect ease agree among themselves to bring charges against any 
person whatsoever, it follows, that even if their statements agree 
together they are not entitled to evidence. The agreement, if 
it existed, would prove nothing but in the case of the Brahmin 
whom they arrested, there was not even thi~ a'1reement; there 
was not even one of them who of his own knowledge attested to 
his (the Brahmin's) criminality the prostitute in ·question kindly 
volunteered her hearsay evidence, and on this hearsay, the man 
was captured. 

7. Even had the man been guilty it would have been a 
stretch of authority to apprehend him on such evidence but 
supposing for an instant that he 1;; not guilty according to the 
maxim of English Law tnal .. every prisoner must be considered 
innocent until his guilt be proved'· this man is innocent has 
not a gross act of injustice been committed upon him for h~ has 
been confined as n murderer and his ch.<1rncter which even to the 
poorest of beings, is precious, h:1s been most cruelly outraged? 

8. I am perfectly aware of the benevolent ground on which 
Government d~termined to institute a rigid search after Thugs 
throughout India. Every man possesi>ed of the common feelings 
~f hum~nity must apprehend the end aimed at; at the same tin1~ 
1 conceive he would object to the means employed, or rather to 
the abuse of them. 

15 
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9. Let us suppose a case by no means unlikely to occur. 
The Thug witne:ses f!"om their continued journeys over Hindoo­
&tan are well acquainted with the localities of the different States 
and converrnnt with the names of Vill:iges and with those 0f 
their Zumeendars and Mokuddims. The Moonshee arrives with 
his Thug approvers at a Village one or two of the Zumeendars of 
which are known to the latter. The Mokuddum is summoned 
by the Moonshee and either charged himself with Thuggery or 
som.e of his Bhaiebunds and fellow Biswadars are criminated. 
His defence is not heard or if heard is not recorded and the man 
has before him the prospect of a Journey in chains to Saugor 
(with the chance of eventual escape). To avoid this indignity 
he has however one remedy left, vi:=., that of bribing the 
Moonshee, after this process the scales may fall from the eyes 
of the latter, he may discover that there is not sufficient evid­
ence to wararnt his forwardino the accused to Saugor and in his 
mercy be pleased to release him. 

10. In the above remarks I have not alluded to the suppres­
sion of constituted powers and the consequent lowering of the 
authority in the eyes of their subjects produced by the act of 
this party. This is indeed no sliuht evil but it is easy of remedy 
whereas there is no re))a:·ation oi- rcmedv for the parties wrong-
fully arrested. • 

11. Such then are the evils which l honestly conceive hav~ 
flowed and are likely to flow from a delegation of this power of 
search.and seizure to the parties engaged in hunting after [ ] 
and with a view to prevent such evils in future, f would beg to 
suggest that the parties so engal1'cd be prohibited in future from 
seizing any per:on except thro;gh the constituted authorities of 
the place and that a full record of the evidence of the approver~ 
and of what the accused may have to allege in their defence 
may then be taken. It is likely enough that less seizures would 
be _made under this system but on the other hand, few? if any, 
un1m:t arrests would take place and I fancy every one will allow 
~hat "It is better that ten guilty should escape than that one 
innocent person should suffer". 

12. In conclusion I have the honour to submit copv of a 
no_te_ just received by the V~keel in attendance from the Re2ent 
Mmisters from which it appears that the Inhabitants of the City 
have been (not unnaturally) thrown into a state of the greatest 
~!arm and dread, and owing to this Moonshee perristin~ in se:uch-
11:lg for persons without informing the authorities or asking their 
aid. I have written to him in consequence and have also sum­
~oned him to appear before me and I shall not scruple to assure 
him that if he continues to act in this manner a guard of Com­
pany's Sepahees shaII be placed over him and his party, nor 
shall they be released until they have learnt to conduct them­
selve$. with propriety. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) G. T. LUSHINGTON, 

BHURTPORE POLITICAL AGENCY: 
Political Agent. 

The [ ] .Tune 1832. • 
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No. 57 
To 

SIR, 

G. S\VINTON, ESQUIRE, 

C!11cf Secretary to Go·l.'ermnent, 

Fort William. 

Indore, the 18th August 1832. 

I h::ive the honour to transmit to you the accompanyin~ 
copy of a letter from Captain Borthwick, together with a copy 
of that Officer's proceedings on the trial of a gang of Thugs who 
were apprehended by him in the month of October l:lst, and of 
whose guilt with a few exceptiom, the most satisfactory evidence 
has been obtained by the confession of four approvers whose 
statements are confirmed by the acknowledgment of the greater 
part of their accomplices. 

2. The circumstantial manner in which they have severally 
detailed the narrative of their operation", distinguishing the 
actual perpetr:1tors of each murder from thme who were merely 
accessories or employed in a subordinate capacity, the minute 
account which they have in general ~iven of the nature and value 
of the property obtained in the course of their excursions, of the 
number of the deaths which thev inflicted, of the resistance 
which they occasionally expcricnce·d, of the means by which they 
overcame that re~ist:mce and of the contrivances by which they 
ensnared their victims, constitute altogether such a mass of 
consistent and conclusive evidence both of the profession to 
which the prisoners belong, of the organized and syrtematic 
manner in which the pursuits of it were conducted and of their 
dreadfully succes~fnl prrn:ecution as appears to predude the 
possibility of all doubt either as to the truth of the facts which 
they have related, or :1s to the guilt of the several individuals 
to whom they are attributed. 

3. The capital punishment proposed by Captain Borthwick 
to be awarded to such of the prisoners as were employed in the 
capacity of stranglers. to whic_h they do not appear to have been 
admitted without a long probation and their qualification for 
which is represented by one of the approvers to have been cele­
brated among them as a kind of fe-tiv:il. apnear!; to me to be 
warranted by their :iclmilted ituilt, no~ do I think that the de­
mands of public justice would he satH,fied by the infliction of 
an inferior penalty. The names and nurr1bers of the prh:oners 
whose cases have appeared to merit that degree of punishment, 
are noted below : -

(1) Nathoo, (2) Bhowanee, (3) Dewa alias Roostum, 
(4) Chitoo, (5) Nundu, (6) Malia. (7) Raeeta, 
(8) Fukeera, (9) Fukeera (i-econd), (10) Sheir Khan 
(12) Kana, (13) Nathoo. (14) Bhyroo, (15\ Kooshan: 
(16) Mana, (18) Joomal alia .Tooma, (]9) Raheem 

• alia.,; Ruliecmtoo, (20) Roostum alias Duhora. (21) 
Doulut Khan, and (27) Khoman alias Sheik Khoo­
man. 

• 
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4. With respect to others who, although members of the 
;1ssociation were either from their :1ge or inexperience disqualified 
from exercising the more daring and destructive arts of their 
profession and who do not therefore appear to have been the 
a~tual perpetrators of :my murder, Captain Borthwick has dis­
tributed them into two cf:1~!-es of which one is proposed to be 
sentenced to tr:1nsport:1tion for life and the other for a term of 
years. 

5. The mimes and numbers of the prisoners composing the 
first class are noted below, :111d I recommend thnt they should 
receive the punishment proposed- to be awarded to them:-

(17) Bukshoo altas Bukshec::, (22) Khoom:1n, (23) Cheetoo, 
{24) Nadir Khan, (2:i) Beera Chum:1r, (26) Dewa 
alias Lalu, (28) Keema alias Rams:1ny, (31) Ajeet 
Khan, (32) Roopa, (33) Nader Kh_:m (second), (?6) 
Bhopal a-!ias Bhoopjee, (37) Bhool)ee, (29) Hasse111, 
(30) Ghasy Khan and (34) Hussein Khan. 

6. Of the individuals belon!\in_g to the remaining class, 
whose names and numbers are likewise noted above, I recom­
mend the imprisonment :1t Bombay for the term of 14 years. 

7. The rest of the prirnnen; having been acquitted I beg 
leave to suggest the propriety of their being released from con­
finement; and made over to the native authorities of the villages 
t~ -which they belon'5 under an engagement from those authori­
ties to exercise a watchful vi,1ifance over their future conduct. 
The names and numbers of tho~e prisoners arc also specified 
below:-

(35) Bhyrou, (38) Kurrecm, (39) Mohumdoo, (40) Shair 
Khan, (41) Sohbul, (42) Peer Khan, (13) Moty, 
<44\ Omra, (45) T ,a loo, (46) Rusheed Khan and 
(47) Koula. 

8. With respect to the approvers who seem to have been 
all employed as leaders of Gan<fs and whose immediate liberation 
fro.-.,_ :ill restraint would, ther;forc, I conceive, be d:mgerous. 
I think that a simi!:1r nrccaution ought to be adopted, and I 
accordin~ly hope that Captain Borthwick's suggestion of it will 
be sanctioned. 

9. I request that I m~1v be furnished with the order~ of 
Government respectin~ the ·dispwal of the plundered property 
:-ind the aoplicati0n of the money which is adverted to in the 
8th oara~ranh of Cantain Borthwick's letter whose promised 
rehport. of the rPcult of his cndPavours to discover the owner of 
the Diamond Ring will be submitted. as soon as received. for 
1) e . consi<;}er::ition :md orders of the Honorable the Vice­
{ resident 111 Council. 

N d~O. Three of the Prisoners. t•iz., Ghassy Khan No. 30, 
a Ir Khan No. 24, and Bhvroo No. 35, not apoearing to me 

to ~ave been ~atisfactorilv identified, I requested further cxpla­
n::ition on the suhicct of those prisoners from Captain Borthwich 
a copy of whose letter in reply I have the honour to enclose. 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) W. B. MARTIN, 

Resident. 



To 

SIR, 

I 01 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

(Copy) 

GEO. SWINTON, ESQUIRE, 

C lzicf Secretar}' to Go-i•ermnc:nt, 

Fort William. 

In reply to your letter, dated the 6th Instant, I am directed 
to observe that it w.is not His Lordship's intention that measure:-: 
should be adopted by the Resident at Hyderabad to seize Thugs 
in the Nagpoor Territory without previously obtaining the 
Rajah's s:rnction. Mr. Graeme had already cxknded his aid to 
Captain Sleeman's parties in the prosecution of their calling in 
the Nagpoor dominiom and from the cordial understanding 
which seemed to prevail, there appeared to be no reason to 
apprehend any difference of opinion among the Local authorities 
regarding the mode most proper to be mo:ed for extending the 
operations against the Thugs to the Nagpoor dominions. 

The course of prm:cc<ling adverted to in the last paragraph 
of your Letter will naturally be 3dopted by Major Stewart. The 
Centre of Operation:; will be in the Hyderabad Country and the 
Evidence and informers necessary for identifying the suspected 
Thugs will, generally speaking, be furnished from thence but 
whether the suspected persons in the Nagpoor State are appre­
hended by a party actually sent from Hyderabad or through the 
A~.ency of the Rajah's own establishments with the assistance of 
the evidence and informers suoplied by Major Stewart seems to 
be a niattcr of indifference which may be safely left to be deter­
mined hy the parties concerned. 

His Lordship considers it highly proper that the consent of 
t;1e Prince of the Country should be obtained previous to the 
execution or transportation of convicted Thugs and it certainly 
appears desirable that where the sentence may be imprisonment 
for a certain term of years the consent of the Native Government 
should be obtained to their being confined in some of our Jails in 
our own Territory. This is the practice which has hitherto ob­
tained at Saug,or, and the prisoners convicted before Mr. Smith 
have always been confined in our own Jails wherever they may 
happen to have been apprehended. 

SHIMLAH: 

Tlie .31st .4.ug·ust 1832. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed) W. H. MACNAGHTON, 

Secretary to the Go•ver11or-General. 
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LIEUTENANT-COLONEL A. LOCKETT, 

Supcrinte11dc11t and Agent 

to the Governor-General, 

.4jmere. 

SIR, 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 11th instant, enclosing copy of one_ from Secretary, Mr. 
Macnaghten of the 23rd ultimo on the sub1ecl o_f the proceed­
ings ot the Moonshee and Thug approvers at this place. 

2. The object of my de~patches was to point out th_e 
objectionable method (as it apr,e~red to me) pursued by this 
party of Thug Hunters in apprehending persons_ upon m~r: 
hearsay evidence without recciYing: the defence of tne _partte-:, 
apprehended and without a~king or obtainin~ the sanct~on of 
the Local authorities. I now learn, I must confess, with no 
little astonishment that howeYer "extraordinary" the mea­
sures adopted may have been still they were both just and 
necessary because Thuggee cdnnot otherwise be chec~ed. _In 
other words that the end sanctifies the means a doctrine wh,ch 
I .~ad erroneously supposed to have been long since exploded, 
ahKe from morals as politics. • 

3. It is stated in Mr. Macna,tl1ten's letter that the whole 
of Mr. Lushingtnn's argument appears to be founded ·Ott the 
e~roneous supposition that the assertions of the appro".ers con­
stituted the sum total -of the evidcflce ad,luce,,b 1e against the 
Individuals apprehended, I fancied indeed (if this be th~ erro­
neo~1s supposition adverted to) that the guilt or innocence. of· 
parties rested not on the quantity of evidence adduceable against 
them ~~t on the quantity actually adduced. How was I to f~rm 
an opm!on ai; to the q.!1antity of evidence adduc_eable against 
th~ parties? The quest'on before me was, I rnbm1t whether the 
ev1denc_e _ad(l11ced warrnnted apprehension of them and the 
tra~ismitt.111.f! tlie111 in chains to SauJ!or. l considered on due 
deltberat1on that it was not sufficient that there was· no reason 
why_ even this degree of punishment 'should be inflicted on the 
parties, and _in this opinion Government apoears to coincide; 
at the same time, I referred the point to Mr. Smith. 

4. ~? another. part of Mr. Macnaghten's letter it is observ­
ed that Here again he seems to confound the two processes of 
apprehe~sion and conviction". 'With a\1 due deference I beg 
to submit that I did not so confound them nor did I suppose 
that ·"any Brlt;sh ·Officer would found a sentence of conviction 
upon ~~ch evidence" I spoke not of the p~rties beinl! convicted 
~lY Bnt1sh Officers. hut by lhe Thug Murderers convicted, that 
1s to say, after their fashion of conviction the good old fashion 
of Rhadamanthus. As to what may have been the motives of 
the Thugs "in accusmg persons whose apprehension they 
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could not justify by proof of guilt" I would beg to ask whether 
they did or did not so arrest the lirahmin by named Kuloo ! 
I do not profess to know the anatomy of a Thug's heart, but 
it must be curiously constructed, for who but a Thug would 
coolly and wantonly murder a miserable Fukeer or traveller 
upon whose person he may or inay not find a few pice or :i 

worn out Dhootee? 

5. I imagine that Government when they issued these in­

structions had not before them my letter to Mr. Smith on this 
subject and Captain Sleeman's reply thereto. It will be seen 
from the letter that I offered to send the Brahmin and Sepahee 
to Saugor had Mr. Smith intimated his desire to 
that effect. In reply Captain Sleeman directed the Moonshee 
to be discharged but expressed no wish to have the persons 
arrested in these Territories forwarded to him. From Mr. 
Macnaghten's letter I do not precisely understand whether the 
Governor-General thinks these persons ought to have been for­
warded or not, but I am told that I am "responsible that they 
do not effect their escape". I must own that I do not perceive 
the justness of this remark. The Bhurtpoor Ministers or 
rather the persons who went bail for the prlsoners may be 
responsible for them, should they make their escape but why I 
am to be considered directly responsible for the acts of these 
Bhurtpoor subjects, over whom I have no immediate control 
and with whom I am Epecially forbidden by the Government 
itself to interfere, is, I must confess, more, than I can compre­
hend. The Bhurtpoor Ministers objected to the apprehension 
of these persons and submitted to me the propriety of allowing 
them to be released on security given by them. Government 
may be of opinion that I was wrong in acceding to this request, 
if so, I must lament this error of judgment on my part. 

6. In conclusion, I beg to observe that in the instructions 
of Government the possibility of these persons being innocent 
i!,: not so much as alluded to nor is the silghtest notice taken of 
the lnsult put upon the Bhurtpoor Rajah in arresting_ one of his 
Sepahees without his knowledge or consent. The Government 
may be of opinion that a humiliatio!1 of this sort is not felt by 
a native prince but I can take upon. me to assert that it was felt 
and deeply too, :rnd that it is not by such measures as these that 
the Bhurtpoor (or any nafve authorities) will be induced to co­
operate heartily in the suppression of Thuggee. 

I have, etc., 
. 

(Sd.) G. T. LUSHINGTON, 

Political Agent. 

POLITICAL AGENCY : 

The 16th .Tttl), 1832. 

Bharatpur. 

Bharatpur. 

Bharatpur. 

Bharatpur. 

Bharatpur. 
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.lubbulporc Dic·isi011 S11pj1le111c11tary Records. C. F. No. ·1-1832 
(Thuggy De{)(_lrt111e11t). 

To 

SIR, 

No. 1356 

REPORT ON T,-IE SESSIONS OF 1831-32 

GEORGE S\VINTON, ESQUIRE, 

Chief Secretary to Govern111c11f, 

Political J)cJwrt111e11t, 

Fort William . 

.Tuhlwlporc, the 20th June 1832. 

The laborious duties of the Sessions held by me at Saugor 
ir, the Political Department, in the months of _December 1831, 
January and February 1832, having now tcrm1na~ed by the 
despatch on the 18th instant of the last, or 26th, trial of Thugs, 
the Government will naturally expect from me, :1 report _on 
the proceedings, the mode adopted to arrest :rnd bring to Justice 
the numerous gangs of professional murderers who have so l_ong 
infested and desolated India, and the opinions and conclusions 
formed on a deliberate and cautious consideration in the course 
of this extensive and comprehensive duty of the habits, customs 
and manners of this extraordin:1n· :md snnguinary class of 
people. • • 

2. Obscr·vatiom a11tcccde11t to the sessions of 1831-32.-It 
i~ not my intention to trace the origin, rise and progre~s of the 
confede~acy of Thugs or to trouble the Government '".1th any 
speculat,ons regarding this class of people prior tu the_1r expul­
s10n from the Purgunnah of Sindouse it will be sufficient here 
~o ~tate, that_ tl!e curse of Thuggyism h~1s hecn satisfact<;>rily prov­
ed m my opinion to have been introduced into India by the 
first _Mahommedan Cunuuerors. The Thugs arc distin~tly as­
certa111ed to have existed in great numbers in the re1~n of 
~kbar the Great, no less than 500 havin.~ been executed m the 
Etawah province by that Emperor and t hev are known to h?ve 
~een for centuries, living and exc'rcisin,,. their horrid avocation 
10 every part of India from the Sutlcd.~c..., to Cape Comorin. 

S. d3. I Krit.e from 111c111ory hwvi 11 ,, 110 111 c 111 ora,ulum of the 
!11 o_use ca111J)aig11.-During the ca;ly part of the British domi­

nion 111 the Doab t~c raYages of the Thugs appear to have in­
Geased to such an mtolerab!c i_legrcc that in 1812 or 1813, the 
NolernHment deputed that ~ctivc and intelligent officer Mr. 

• : alhead !O atta_ck their headquarters in the Purgunnah 
of S111douse \yh1ch being situated on the right bank of . the 
Jum1_1a OPP<?Stte to Eatwah, and consisting entirely of ravmes 
and_ inaccessible fastnesses formed a suitable and until then a safe 
retr.eat. to the g~n.gs to leave their families in, during their 
periodical expeditions and to pass the rainy season, and· to 
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deposit and dispose of the plunde1 acquired during their exten­
!.ive excursions all over India. The extent to which they 
carried their depredations may be appreciated by a perusal ot 
Syed Ameer Alee's narrative transmitted to Government on 
the 29th May 1832. It will be here sufficient to state that he 
was present at 150 cases of murder wherein 719 people were kill­
ed and robbed of 67,000 Rupees in hard cash and property esti­
mated at 1,50,000 Rupees besides property which cannot be 
valued. 

[Almost all the Thugs north of the Nerbudda and west of the Ganges trace 
their origin to twelve villages of the Purgunnah of Sindouse, 2 Mermal, 3 Bindooa, 4 
Chooreepoora, 5 Khare, 6 Puhul, 7 Puruase, 8 Sursal, 9 Gurcea first held by the 
Kuchwaha Rajpoots, 10 Gurtha, 11 Anhutta, 12 Puseea. Two more were added 
to the 12 before the final emigration, namely, 13 Gurheea, 14 Gurhea.] 

4. That officer carried fire and sword into this small 
Purgunnah, and entirely drove away its predatory inhabitants; 
who were in consequence, dispersed in e\'ery direction, where 
they could find refuge from the pelting of th·e storm, but the 
principal portion, who escaped the sword or the Gallows took 
refuge in the Bundelkhund States of Jhansee, Dutteea, Tehree Bundelkhltllti. 
and Jhalone and in the neighbouring provinces of the Scindeah. Jhansi. Data 

5. It is to me, extremely doubtful whether by this disper­
sion of the Thug headquarters we performed any real benefit to 
India." The blow, severe at the time, if it had been properly 
followed up might have annihilated the gangs; but whether 
objections of a political nature prevented the adoption of effec­
tual measures for that purpose being undertaken or not, it is 
certain the British Government of the time was satisfied with 
the local though great exertions of Messrs. Perry, Hackwell and 
Halhead at Etawah and of Mr. \.Villiam E. \.Vright at the 
Madras Presidency and took no general and comprehensive 
measures which, alone, could have broken up a confederacy so 
extensive and of such long standing. 

6. The Nepaul, the Pindaree and the Marhatta wars ot 
1814, 1815, 1816 and 1817, ensued immediately after their disper­
sion into foreign lands; and these formidable gangs, the more 
formidable from the secrecy of their acts, and the general ignor­
ance almost of their existence by the public at large, gradually 
recovered strength; till in the end of 1817 they were found in 
Malwah, in as strong numbers, and as daring in their acts, as 
ever. (See the seventeenth or Dharrah Case.) 

7. The general peace which followed the term;nation of 
the Marhatta War, opened the road to commerce, all over the 
~enins1;1la, and th~ monopoly of opium, at .t~at period estab-
lished m the provmce of M:ilw:ih by the British Government Malwa. 
still further invigorated the drooping commerce of Central 
India. 

8. The btate of Central India and Rajpootana during the Rajputan,, 
existence of the Pindaree power was singularly favourable to 
the growt_h of freebooters. Travell~rs were compelled to go in 
lai:ge bodies for the sake of protech~m. and the Thugs could, 
under the same pretence, assemble m ·numerous gangs without 
auspicion falling on them. At· the ·termination of ·the Pindaree 
War, and subsequently, the fear of the Thugs led to the same 

16 
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result, and travellers, from ignorance, and hy the wil~s of the 
Thugs, repeatedly joined gangs, under the firm. belief, _tJrnt 
their safety was thereby ensured; they thus, of then: own accord 
fell into the jaws of the destroyer, when they considered them­
selves most safe from harm. 

9. The monopoly uf opium, and the annually increasi_ng 
flourishing condition of Malwah, oc:ca~ioned an export. w_h1ch 
required returns to repay it, far exceeding the natural. limited, 
wants of the Province: the imports, therefore, were by nu 
means adequate to pay for the produce exported to other coun­
tries. The monied men were by these circumstances, induced 
to make remittances from th~ Bombay Presidency, in Jewels, 
Dollars, Gold mohurs and other returns of a portable, valuable, 
and not bulky nature; which were generally sent under chargde 
of· Rokerias or Treasure Carriers, whc, by forced marches, an 
by various disgui~es, more or less successfully attempted to es­
cape the Lynx Eyes of the vigilant and watchful Thugs: but 
often, by their negligence, they allowed their secret callmg to 
transpire, and the result infallibly ended in the death of the 
carriers, and robbery of the treasure. It is incalculable, the dlofss1 sustained to the commerce of the Country, by these drea u 
calamities, which have befallen the Bankers and Monied Interests 
of Bombay, the Deccan and of Central India through the instru­
mentality of these freebooters. 

10. By the pacification of India the :1rmies of the Madras 
and _Bombay Governments, were b;ought in contact \~i th the 
fron!1ers of the Bengal Presidency; and numerous recruits were 
obtained from the Gangctic Provinces to their armies. The me_n 
of those Provinces, arc notoriously much more attached to their 
homes, than their brethren of the Sister Presidencies; and the 
roads being no longer Ehut up, hy open and avowed enemies 
and the secret dangers bein,, either unknown or despised by 
them; nUI~bers every year, lrnve taken furlough and • returned 
¥'wards Hmdoostan with their small i-avings about their persons. 

hese sepoys the Thugs always marked as their own, and n_ext 
to the Treasure Carriers, the murder and robbery of these f3:ith­
ful . servants of Government was their favourite occupat10n. 
Tramed to danger, and confident in their own strength and 
courage, they are ea~ily misled by the wily and submissive COJ!· 
~uct of the a?le and intelligent Thug leaders, who are, from their 
n11fancy practised in the wiles and deceits requisite to deceive and 
a ure trav~llers to their destruction. The approvers have often 
~ffild Captain Sleeman that the reason why they choose the Native 

cers an~ Sepoys of our Armies in preference to other 
travellers, 1s. that they commonly carry more money and other 
val1;1able article~ of property about their persons, and are from 
their arn~s, their. strength, self-confidence, and haughty bearing, 
!11°re easily deceived by the feigned humility and respect of the 
fhugs; an~ led off the hi_gh roads into jungly and solitary situa­
tio1;1s prey1ou~ly selected where they are easily murdered and 
their _bodies disposed of. Thus the very features of the character 
of this class o~ men which to an ordinary observer would appear 
to be C!)!1ducive _to their safety in travelling prove their bane 
and facilitate their destruction. 
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11. Failing these two descriptions of prey, the Thugs des­
iroy the Kawrrutta, the Pilgrim, the solitary traveller, and when 
opportunity occurs the rich and wealthy. In this way, the rela­
tion of the late; Nawab G huffoorkhan, and numerous Moonshees 
;:ind other respectable persons ha,·e fallen victims to these mis­
creants' love of plunder. 

12. They decline murdering the Chuprassies of Govern­
ment except under peculiar circumstances as they dread the in­
quiry wl}ich might result. The gang who murdered the Insur­
ance Peon in the 11th trial, were at the ·time starving or they 
would not have touched him. They also feldom meddle with 
Europeans for the same reason. It was only after many years 
of success that they ventured about three years ago, to murder 
near Banda, an lnvaiid Serjeant. In 1823, they deliberated pre-
vious to murdering the fvf oonshee at Lucknadown, whether they Lakhnadon. 
should destroy two Officers passing the Dak; but the question 
was negatived, first because the sahehloJ! seldom carry valuables 
with them in Oak trips, second because they always carry Pistols; 
third because their destruction would draw too much publicity 
on their proceedings. l have no doubt these scruples would 
have soon vanished =f the Government had not taken the most 
decisive steps to cheek their audacious career of blood, slaughter 
:ind pillage 

13. From 1820, large gangs infested every part of Central •Chowrahat an? 
India, and the valley of the Nerbudda did not obtain a respite ~hansee Ghat Tn­
from their ravages until the arrest of one gang in 1820*, and a. 
:mother in 1823t, turned the current in another direction. tLukhnadon. 

14. From that t;me till the end of 1820, the only modes 
adopted to check their audacity were of a local and precau­
tionary nature; but about this time, and at the commencement 
of 1830 events took place which attracted the most serious 
attentio'n and notice of the Government. The atrocities brought 
to light in the trial of the large gang arrested by Captain Borth­
wick followed up su shortly afterwards by the trial and execution 
of the Bhelsa garn.1; proved tn demonstration that unless the war (See Mr. Swinton's 
could be carried into the Enemy's Country the abominations letter of the)-. 
and nuisances with which the country was filled could not be (Since known to 
extirpated or abated. About this time also an anonymous letter g~ve been c!n~~d 
nrinted in the journals at Calcutta attr;:icted universal notice Sle<!man.) Pan 
;111d had its due sl1are in rousing the attention of the functionarie~ 
of Government to the imperative necessity of exterminating the 
!.!angs of Thugs. 

lS. l had no sooner joined the Agency•::-, than I foresaw the ·"l'<'h1.ny 183. 
11ecessity of abandoning the lempC?rizing an~ precautionary 
manner of proceeding, and of ad,)Pt111g a combmed and united 
effort ·all over India, to rid the country of a fet of professional 
murderers, who had hitherto set at defiance every well meant 
btit isolated effort to restrain them, and I was therefore induced 
at an earlv neriod to !-olicit the permission of Government, to 
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place before them a plan for that purpose. It is satisfactory to re­
flect, th:H an order to that purpose to my address left your 
office about the same time, that my address left Jubbulpoor a 
sur~ proof of the unanimit~, of feeling which existed at that 
period on the subject. 

16. After mature deliberation and in concert with Captain 
Sl~eman, I proposed a plan which accompanied the_ trial of ~he 
prisoners accused of the Lucknadown murders which met with 
the approbation of Government. The departure of Mr. Fraser 
to the Hills on sick certificate enabled me to station , Captain 
Sleeman, an officer better acquainted with the habits, haunts, 
and history_ ?f thme people, than any other in India, at that 
central position Saugor, from which place, he could watch, 
foll_ow up, and arrest, the gangs on their departure or return to 
their homes in Bundelkhund. From that pe_riod the arrest of 
Thugs has been prosecuted with the greatest vigour and su~cess 
and a blow has been struck, which only requires to be followed 
up for a few years, to complete the ruin of the confederacy and 
prevent the possibility of a resurrection. I will not conceal 
from Government that the Function,1ries of the British Gov­
ernment, particula~ly in the Doab are not sufficiently alive to 
the wasting devastation and wide~pread-misery occasioned by 
these pests of society: hitherto, our provinces have been com­
Parati\:ely speaking free from the ra,·ages of the _Thugs; but the 
o~erat•ons of the last two years in Central lnd1:1_, have now 
driven numerous bodies into the Company's provinces and the 
murders though unknown ~o the Magistrates, which have tak~n, 
and which will, take place, arc enough to freeze the blood with 
horror. The indignation of the authorities must be rouse.cl by 
2 publication of the several narratives of approvers, furnished 
by me to you and their zeal must be excited by the express 
commands of Government, all cants, all jealousy ~f interference 
an~ all desire of individu;if benefit must be sacrificed at the 
~hrine of a public duty, than which I know of none, of a more 
emergent nature that can be entrusted to men of honour or 
feel_ing, namely, the duty of protecting our willing and faithful 
sub1ects from tbe horrors of secret murder and robbery. 

. 17. The arrest of one of their most influential leaders r erin_geea alias Deokeenundun, alias Doorgapurshad gave the 
1rst impulse by enabling us to arrest a number of Thugs in 
~undelkhund, from among whom Goindahs of approved intel­
ligen_ce and ability, have been selected: from that period, arrests 
con~mued to take place till I arrived at Saugor in December 1831 
to hold the extra~rdinary Sessions for the trial 9f such Thugs 
as ad been committed by Capt;iin Sleeman for trial. 

_18. Twenty-six trials of Thugs took place during these 
Sessions for crimes committed in the years noted below. The 
result has been as follows : -345 prisoners have been tried 
ht~ough from many havin~ been m~rc than once tried, I . have 

ad the same trouble as if 847 Prisoners had heen arraigned. 
33~ persons have been proved to have been murdered by the 
fnsoners at the B'.lr, besides innumerable others not judiciously 
in Proof, of whom the names of S4 have been ascertained. 136 
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of the bodies have been disintered and inquests held on then,. 
The plunder has been immense, but it has been found impossible 
to sum it up:-

Obscn•ations 011 the S(lssions. 

1817 A. D.-2 cases, 17th and 19th trials. 
1819 A. D.-1 case, 22nd trial. 
1820 A. D.-4 cases, 18th, 20th, 21st and 25th trials. 
·-1823 A. D.-1 case, 10th trial. • 
1826 A. D.-1 case, 5th trial. 
1827 A. D.-2 cases, 4th and 6th trials. 
1828 A. D.-4 cases, 7th, 8th, 16th and 23rd trials. 
1829 A. D.-4 cases, 3rd, 9th, 11th and 26th trials. 
1829-30 A. D.-1 case, 13th trial. 
1830 A. D.-3 cases, 12th, 15th and 24th trials. 
1830-31 A. D.-3 ca,;es, 1st, 2nd and 14th trials. 

19. The prisoners have been thus disposed of-
12 Pardoned. .. 

111 Sentenced to death. 
167 To tra.nsportation for life. 
32 To imprisonment for life. 
8 Released on security. 
2 Released without security. 

13 Died subsequent to tri:-tl. 
The proportion of prisoners, of Hindoos and Moosulman, are 
470 of the former, and 377 of the latter, 55 prisoners died before 
their trials came on-a list of them is given helow :- • 

Rheyme Khan, Shaikh Lall alias Saljoo, Toolsec, son of 
Omer, Buhorn, Narain, Bhowannce Jhat, Imam­
buksh, lndhur, Rummi, Nuggooa Mussalman, 
Kurruck Sani alias Nuggoo, Rujjolec, Punum Sookh 
I .odhee, Gunesh, Bhugwan, Mohun, Ka lee Khan, 
Bishun, Budhoo alias Badul, Ruksah Jemadar, 
Cheyn, Sheikh Adhar, Bhowanee, Gopee, Tijjoola 
alias Tcjja, Jychund, Molooa, Nynsook, Kanjoo, 
Panooa, Omurkhan alias Saabutkhan, Hoolea 
Muswmat, Molooa, Kehree, Mungul alias Omrao, 
Jumal, Hormut Khan alias Busson Khan, Chotec, 
Sheikh Golab, Omeyda Mussumat, Molooa Lodhee, 
Emam Khan, Gungadeen, Tildke Ghasee, Gunesh, 
Luchmun, Buduloo, Chuttur Mussulman, Khandee 
Lodhee, Aman, son of Ghasee, Manick, son of 

• Muckolay, Chotee, Jowahir, son of Kohman and 
Ryhemee. 

20. The series commences with No. 17 or Dhurrah Mur­
ders which occurred in 1817. It is remarkable tor the for­
midable number of the gangs, their audacity and the cunning 
with which they were enabled to beguile and lead to their net 
people of the better and educated classes. 

21. In 1820 E. E. the Thugs mustered extremely strong and 
appear to have selected the valley of the Nerbudda and the 
Deccan for their incursions that season. An immense gang after ~21st or Beseynee 
:.t progress through the Deccan arrived ~t Kamptee* near Nagpore, J~!~see 18thGha~~ 
:ind murdered three men who were m charge of Mushuroo on Tri<1I. 
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Sunday the 17th of January : they then followed 17 persons all 
Seoni. Jubbulpore. througl~ the Seonee and Jubbulpoor districts and on the 2nd of 

February they murdered them at Beseynee, in the ~unnah 

Jhansi. 
Jageer. They then retraced their steps towards the valley to 
Gurra Ghaut, whence they proceeded to Jh::rnsee Ghaut on the 
Nerbudda. where they strangled nine persons, four of whom were 
Treasure Carriers, on the 10th March 1820. They then went to 
Bygunya (towards Hoshangab~d) where they divided. One 
Party under Asalut and Alee Khan Jemadars murdered five men 

20th or Chourhut of the Brazier caste about the 15th March; the other under 
and Autwass trial.) Kullean murdered five sepoys near H utwass about the 20th 

March. Both parties then joined at the appointed rendezvous 
of Seonee Zillah Hoshan.(!abad, where 66 of them were arrested 
on the 25th March 1820. The rest of the gang took to flight and 
went to Omrowtee. I ~houlci here state that ,vhen at Kamptee a 
portion of the gang separated :1:. they ref med to follow up t.h~ 11 
people who were murdered at Beseynee, from a superstitious 
notion that they would lose their limh(';, if they killed a man 
who h:1d been deprived ot an arm. To return, at Omrowtee, 
the dispersed members, joined the gang which had separated at 

Seoni. 

Amraoti. 

Amraoti_-

Baroda. 

Kamptee, and they then, returning towards Hindoostan via the 
Nerbudcla Territories, strangled 19 persons at Chuppara in the 
end of April. Hence they marched to Gurra Ghaut where 
Buddun Sing and others were arrested. It will be observed that 
!he prisoners of these four gangs were ramifications from one 
:mmense gang of Thugs, who appear to have possessed the ab!est 
reade~s, a system of regular tactics •.vith a power of combination 
peculiar to these able and bk,od-thirsty men. 

. 22. We now arrive at the period when the Treasure Part.ies 
trom Bombay and Omraotee to Indore :-uffercd to severely with 
such destruction of life extending from 1826 to 1829 as noted 
helow :- · 

1826-Chowparn or :;th trial-Treasure rohhed valued at 
Rupees 25,000. 

1827-Thc Dhoolea and Maleg:ion or 6th trial-Treasure 
robbed valued at Rupees 22,000. • 

1828-The Dhoreekote or 7th Case-Propertv cost Rupees 
12,000. The Burwaha Gh~1ut or 8th case-Property 
robbed Rupees 40,000=52,000. 

1829-The Dhoree or 9th trial-Property robbed Rupe~s 
72,300. Total in four years Rupees 1,71,300. 

See my letter dated 19th May 1832 altogether estimated 
to exceed :1 lac. · • 

. 23. In 1830-31 the .leyporc or 14th and the two Bu rod a 
trials or first ~ind second bring up the series to a conclusion. 

24. The other trials not alluded to in this brief explanation, 
were unconnected ~ases of Thu~rret:; wnich might probably have 
beer! traced to nart1eular .!,:'a.n!!~, if we had had more perfect infor­
mation; probably the next Sessions will furnish the information, 
•1·rn6d fill up the hiatus. For a full explanation of the whole serie!l 

cg to refer to the statement in the Appenoix :narked R. 
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25. The co11d11ct of Belzaree Lal Gomashta to Dhunraj 
Seth a11,d Po/,/wr11111l.-I formerly in my despatch of the 5th 
April 1830, drew the attention of Government, to the mis­
conduct of the Gomashta of the Bankers who had suffered so 
severely. In your reply of the 4th August 1830, the sanction 
of Government to the arrest of Beharee Lall was si_gnified, but 
as yet he has not been sent to Saugor. • 

26. The. late trials and particularly the 8th have afforded a 
clear insight into the malpractices of the firm, who have, by 
nbettin~ the Thugs and procuring their release on mortgaging 
their future ~:tins to them, obtained the restoration of upwards 
of 20,000 Rupees of which not above 2,000 Rupees were even 
their own property. 

27. It appears that as soon as they obtained information of 
the Bunoaha Ghaut or 8th affair, they procured from the 
British Res:dent at Indore letters to the Agent to the Governor- Bundelkhand. 
General in Bunddkhund, and to the Resident at Gwalior and 
some Hurkaras to assist "in seizing the murderers and with this 

• aid, they secured several of the principal Thug leaders. They Hamirpur. 
were first taken to the Agent to the Governor-General at 
Humeerpoor, who transferred them to the Resident at Indore 
who returned them batk to Humeerporc, whence they were made Hamirpur. 
over to the Bundelkhund Chieftains, in whme jurisdiction they 
resided with orders to them to make good to these merchants 
the monev they had lost. The Chiefs instead of paying cash, A J d d 
gave up to t~f: Agents of the Bankers the Thugs, a! a valuation, Dhu:tkh~;a:id 
and on cond1t1on that they would repay 12 annas 111 the Rupee 9,000 Rupees. 
of the plunder they had sh~red; who released them all. The 
Agents have ever since been employed in collecting from these 
common enemies of mankind portions of the booty which they 
had formerlv acquired and what they have since been able to 
acquire. Tlie bankers seem to have established at Aulunpore, a 
tribunal where thev bind and loose at their discretion all the 
Thugs, they can get hold of without check or control from the 
Ruler of the country. -

28. The inconsistent bandying about of the prisoners from 
one distant jurisdict:on to another and the fatal measure of sell­
ing- the Thugs to _the. Seths _cannot hut have proved highly inju­
rious, and the mischief which has been thus sanctioned or 
connived at, is most serious and lamentable. \Vithout intend­
ing it, and with the sincerest desire to render strict justice the 
British authorities in a manner have made themselves acces'sories 
to the rnbsequent Thuggees, which the liberated Thugs commit-
ted to pay for their ransom. • 

29. A retrospect of the mistakes and errors of the Func­
tionaries of Government at all times most painful and some­
times improper, can only now be of use to enable' us to- applv 
a remedy to the evil!> which have arisen from those causes. The 
banking firm must not only be prevented from trading in the 
blood and treasure of the tr:1vcllers, :ill over India but should 
I submit, be punished as accomplices to the Thugs the·v hav~ 
employed. I shall close this subject by transcribing the senti-
1!1ents. Captain Sleeman has placed on record with regard to 
tne m1aconduct of these Bankers. 
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1,nptain Sfee111an's letter, dated 12th April 1832.-"I 
cannot omit this opportunity of stating that I consider it 
essentially necessary to the success of this or of any other plan 
for the suppression of this horrid system of murder, that we 
should prevent Dhunrnj Seith, the great Banker of Omraotee, 
or any of his partners <;ir numerous agents from having commu­
nication with the Thugs seized, for in their attempts to indem­
nifv themselves for the losses thev have sustained they have 
la::·certained] accustomed them£el\'es to profit by their murdt:r~, 
to effect their release by bribery, corruption, intrigue or solici­
tation from all the Native Princes and Chiefs in whose dominions 
they have found them imprisoned; and to send them again upon 
the roads with advances of monev for subsistence, till fresh mur­
dern have hrow!ht them fresh store~ for <livision; and had their 
attempts not been providentially checked by our operations, I 
declare before God that I believe this House would have become 
the great Capitalists and patrons of murder from Lahore to 
Cape Comorin, and that the price of blood would have flowed 
into their coffers from every road throughout this enormous 
Empire. \Vhene,·er a few Thugs are to be found, they have 
their agents employed and I have been repeatedly urged since 
I came to Saugor, to permit a branch of this House to be estab­
lished ostensibly for commercial purposes in this T_own, wh_ere 
they have had an agent, ever since I began operations aga1_nst 
the Thugs, but I have always refused with the open declaration 
that I believe the sole cbject of such an establishment would 
he the prospect of profit from the impunity and more extensive 
employment of murderers. I am every day in the habits of 
hearing young men acknowledge that they follow this trade of 
murder in the services of the very wretches, who, they knO\~, 
murdered their parents while they were yet infants on their 
bosoms; and when asked how they could do so after they had 
discovered that their fathers and mothers were put to death by 
them; their only answer has been invariably that their habits 
had been formed before the discovery was made; and that it is 
difficult to· clrnnge one's occupations and associates in life; so 
it is with this great banking establishment they began with an 
attempt to recover lost property, and they will go on from 
mere habit, to speculate in the trade of murder if not prevente~ 
by our continued watchfulness." 

30. Having thus described the result of the Sessions it 
,viii be batisfactory to Government no doubt to be informed 
of first the nature of the evidence ~n which the Prisoners have 
been condemned; and second the method adopted in holding 
the trials and in preparing them for the perusal of Government. 

First-The 11at11rc of the evidence on 'i.diich the priso11en 
hav_e been condemnetl.-'fhe murders have been very satisfac­
torily proved by collateral and circumstantial evidence uncoP­
nected with the approvers; who arc necessarily Thugs; and the 
accomplices of the Prisoners in the murders in question, the 
disinterment of the bodies of murdered people, the recognition 
of plundered property found on Prisoners. The confession of 
some prisoners, and manv other evidences of a similar kind, 
have left no doubt as to the fact that the murders had been com­
mitted; but to prove the guilt of individuals. the evidence of 
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their accomplices m guilt could alone be procured. The 
secrecy with which Thu_qs art, and their precaution of never 
robbing an indi,·id11;1l till they first kill and bury him, render 
1hc :ittainmcnt of any other c\'idencc impossible. Such evi­
dence huwcn:r uu•tht univ tu he rccci,·ed and credited with 
every' precnutio~ and rescn:c; and in this respect we have not 
been wanting in our duty. 

31. ln the prelimirn1ry process of arrest the following pre­
cautions have always hcen adopted : --First, the Approvers are 
examined separately re~pectin.!.! their whole life: in the course 
of the narrative of which they pointed ~>Ut the murders at which 
they were prescni. They arc then made to descend to particu­
lars in each c:isc and to state the names of the Thugs who were 
present at each murder. The n:1mes of the Thugs are then in-
serted in a Register with the evidence of each approver annexed. The form of 
1:he approve!.,; arc then ~l!nt under guards to point out the ~eg~t<J.,. in the 
1 hugi: at their homes or on the roads, .whom they have already cpp O I. marked 
denounced and the u:uards arc ordered most strictlv to seize no • 
nrnn who is not ,~amcd in the list furnished to them; to release 
no man once seized hy them till they h,wc brought them before 
the authorities of the rlistrict; to leave it to such local author-
ities to retain, release or make over to them, to be brought to 
8augor and never to. allow the Approvers to go out of their 
sight. 

32. There is not much - chance, I submit, of innocent 
people beinq injured by rnch cautious proceedings; but should 
:inv innocent indivirlu:ils he hrou_ght to Sau_gor, their innocence 
at· the trial can l,:1rdly fail to he rradc manifest. 

33. The Principal Approvers employed are either of old 
emigr:ints from the twelve villages in Sindouse, described in a 
former part of this report, or their sons who have followed the 
trade of their ancestors who not only know each other well, 
but are acqu:rinted with e:1ch other's adopted sons and disciples. 
They have led to the seizure and arrest of each other's dearest 
connections· and friends in so many instances that the deadliest 
enmity exists between thl·m and such a spirit of hatred against 
each other is entertained that no event ean be kept secret from 
us. When, therefore, these hitter enemies join in their evi­
dence against a man, there can be little fear of being deceived. 

~34. I have annexed to the Appendix a list of the approvers See. D. 
wh~ have given evidence in thes1~~ trials, with an account of the 
factions into which they arc sp rt. 

35. lt will be also r1;111:1rked that many of the aporove111 
were formerlv Jemadars ot Thugs and headed large Confedera­
cies the c-ame of this i;; obviom; they alone know the ramifica­
tions of the confederaci~s and can alone point out the Majority 
of Thu<1s. v\1 c re(luire the ablest men to assist us, and the 
Chiefs ;ione come up to that charncter, it is wonderful the 
memor;, they possess and the ability they· display. 

36. Seco11d-Tlie method adopted in holding the Trials 
and i1i prcf>£1ri11!r them for the peru~al of Gm•er11111e11t.-I have 
endeavoured to follow the ~y~tem :1dooted by the Courts· of" Cir­
cuit as for a~ possihle in the trial n{ the Prisoners, hut to avoid 

17 
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as muth as possible, any combination of approvers, to con­
demn persons obnoxious to a particular witness; I always made 
the Prisoner who was to be identified, stand up merely men­
tioning his number to the Nazir, but not his name an.? ~\rected 
the approvers to name him. The trial being fimslied, the 
papers were made over to my Assi~tant, Mr. Wilson, to trans­
late, which performed the sentences had to be drawn out in 
English, a task the 'magnitude of which may be conceived, 
when I state that I had 847 sentences all of more than one page 
to prepare. Six months unremitted labour brought this ardu-­
ous task to a completion . 

• Closing observa- 37 .. The ability displayed by the Thug appr'?vers,. I shall 
tton. take this opportunity of bringing to notice, by msertmg an 

extract from a letter addressed by Captain Sleeman under date 
the 11th instant to the Honourable Mr. Cavendish. 

Bunhdelkand. 

Extract from Captain Sleema11's letter to the Hon'ble 
Jit r. Cavendish, dated llth June 1832. 

· • Paragraph .5.-"Under these circumstances it is on the 
Sov~reigns of great states, their Ministers, and the British 
Residents at their Courts alone that we can depend for . s~p­
POrt; and unless we can impress them with a full conv1ction 
that none but professed murderers can possibly suffer anything 
hut a !emporary _restraint, it is impossible t,o ex~ect from them 

~ 3 ! aid and assistance fin the pursuit ofl which we find so 
•hdispensably necessarv. It was onlv about two months ago 
t at a party of mine ·pointed out as ·a notorious Thug a non-
co • • d ·11 f lm_m•ss1_oned officer, who was superintending the rl o 
so diers In the very Court Yard of His Highne~s the Holkar, 
to the great astonishment of the Court: he was instantly secur­
ed and soon after acknowledged that during _the whole twenty 
years that he had been a Seoahce in the Service of the_ Honor­
a1:>Ie Company, or that of different Native Chiefs, he had been 
himself a Thug or in league with the gangs that pas!'PO annually 
up an_d down the Country; and that there was not ~ Thug of any 
note In the Hyderabad Territorie:- in those of Scrndea, _Holbr 
a_nd the Bundelkhund States with whom he had not m that 
time become personally acquainted." 

. Paragraph 6.-"0ne of the men who has now as a booq, re­
ceived the promise of exemr,tion from the punishment of d~ath 
and tr:tnsportation beyond Seas for all past murde~s, with the 
0surance that he i~ to he imprisoned for life, 'Feringeea alias 

eC?kee Dundun' was in the r.ervicc of Sir,David Ochterlony for 
to~~ Years up to the time of his c1e:1th; though his _family had 
• ern. Thugs for seventeen t:tenerations and he had himself been 

a e~~er of Thugs for more'°' than ten vears before he entered hii; 
service; which he did merelv to he [! sleeping partner for a time; 
andd to b~c_ome _more perfect in the act of ·assuming characters, 
an deceiving victims." 

. Paragraph 7.-''0thers who are now here and have been con­
victed _upon the_ most unque~tion::ible evidence, ~nd their own 
~gn.fess,_ons of leadi1_1g g:rnps of Thugs and. -9f havmg been .from 
• ~It youth up, engaged 1n annual exped1t1ons through distant 
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provinces were found reading their scriptures to admiring 
villagers and pointed out as murderers to the astonished Local 
Officers who indignantly declared that they were the most pious 
and amiable of men :ind had been known never to leave home, 
except to pay their de\·otions once a year to distant shrines and 
holy places! The notoriou~ 1-Ieer:1 Jemadar one of the leaders 
in the Indore Gang for whose apprehension Government offer­
ed in October 1829, a reward of one Thousand Rupees, was by 
a party of mine found only a few days ago innocently employed 
in the pursuit of agriculture, under the name of Kalee Khan, 
in the village uf Bendha in Gwalior; and given up by the local 
authority when he thought it 1<lle any longer to conceal his real 
name and character seeing his old associates around him and 
knowing that his two brothers and almost all his other male 
relations were in my cmtodr at Saugor. Rambuksh, another 
notorious leader, for whose apprehension Government has 
offered a reward of five hundred rupees was lately discovered 
by another party of mine in orde.rly attendance, upon one of 
the family of the Guicwar Raja in the city of Baroda." 

Paragraph 8.-"To win the confidence, favour and affection 
of men, is the business of their lives from infancy of old age; 
and they frequently enter the service of Native Chiefs and men 
high in office, to secure their intercession in time of neea, and 
to collect Purwanahs and other official documents to carry with 
them and lend to their friends in their distant expeditions. 
Indeed there are few leaders among them that have not been, 
some portion of their lives, in the service of great men, 
European or Native; and it is a fact worth recording that one 
of the leaders about to suffer death at Saugor was admitted an 
approver by the late Mr. Malony; remained in orderly atten-
dance upon the officer in charge of the Jubulpoor district; Jubbulpore. 
went on an expedition to Baroda at the head of a gang, during 
a short leave of absence, to visit his family in Gwalior and per-
petrated the murders for which he has now been sentenced." 

38. First-Terms of .pardon granted to approvers.-The 
terms -of pardon granted to appro\"ers are exemption from the 
punishment of death, and from transportation for life. No 
hopes of future freedom or release from Jails are held out and 
indeed, the more intimately acquainted ·1 become with the 
characters, induration of heart and perversion of intellect of the 
Thugs, the more deep becomes the impression of the impossi­
bility of a Thug abandoning the profession. We have taken in 
writing numerous narratives of the lives and exploits of the 
pardoned Thugs; more or less interesting and detailed, affording 
in the majority of instances, internal and intrinsic evidence, of 
the veracity, credibility and uncommon powers of mind and 
memory of the deponents. The constant recollection of one fact 
alone may serve to make them cautious, not to suppress, the 
mention of any crimes at which they were present; namely, that 
they are well assured, that sentence of death, will infallibly 
follow their conviction of having been engaged in any expedition 
or murder not metnioned in the Narratives. 

39. The Rules by which the· sentences of the pri~oners hav#i 
been adjusted.-The sentences have been passed in concurrence 
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wJ.th the views of GoHrnment as detailed in Mr. Chief Secretary 
Swinton's despatch of the 2nd of April 1831. namelr-

First.-Every adult person convicted of being a '~hug by 
profession and present at the perpetration of 
Murder by :1 .~ang, though not personally assisting­
sentenced to tramportation for life. 

Sec<nfd.-Every Jemadar or leader of Tbugs, every Run­
away Approver, who may have subsequently return­
ed to his old course: every sen·ant of Government, 
or who had formerly been such, have been sentenced 
to death. 

Third.-All persons convicted of bein~ professional Thugs 
or present as Boys, or for the first time at a murder, 
sentenced to imprisonmcnl for life, or for such 
period as it may be deemed unsafe to release them 
on security. 

40. There will be upwards of 160 prisoners to be sent to the 
Presidency next cold weather." An escort of :1t least a company 
will be sent with them to Mirzapore, but it will he requ_isite for 

. the Government to issue urden, to the Magistrate at Mirzap?re 
to prepare boats, etc., on my requisition, and to the Comm~ndmg 
Officers at th~t station and all the way to Calcutta to furnish the 
necessary Escorts otherwise the prisoners will assuredly break 
loose. 

41. Obsen:afi011.~ 011 the JJrog,css made si11cc the Sessio11s.­
Qur_ progress in the great work since the termin:1tion of ~he 
Sessions has been s:1tisfacton·. V/ e have swept the roads with 
detachments, as far :1s Baroda to the South-\Vcst, arid Bundel­
khund in the North-Vv'est, and in a circle all through Rajpootana, 
Agra, the Doah ;111d Bun<lelkhunl wherch,· the lives and pro­
J~erty of many tra\'ellers and mor~ especially of our faithful 
Sepoys of the Sister Presi<lencie,, have been preserved. A plan 
¥s been rnatur~cl for the arrest of the numerous gangs of the 
• ~ugs, who reside in the HYderabad Territories, and the Cam­
paign has there been opened with much success and with the 
most commendable zeal h,· :ill the British Officers in that part 
~f the Country, headed h;- that able and zealous Officer Major 
~tewart, the Resident. A list of 150 of 1 he princip:11 ;1nd most 
~tluential Thugs in the Deccan has been trammitted to Major 
'~ewart, ?nd some ,·ery smart intelligent Approvers have b~en 
~cnt to ~111~ to point out the Thugs who possess information 
~p to w1thm :i fortnight of their leaving Chhindwarah last 
1011th. 9.ne of them was there arrested on his way home from 

;,n exped1t1on to the South, and another at Indore, only a 
!11°nth before. He was sent off :rnd had up to that time been 
1n close communication ,,•ith th1em. 

43. _In the Doab though we have not been as successful 
as we might haYe been, still we have done good service in the 
cha use <?f. humanity and I trust we have roused the indignation of 
t e. Briti_sh Functionaries against these horrible murderers, 
which will ensure their future cordial aid and assistance; some 
s~eps .on _the part of the Government are, however, requited to 
0 t>~-n their eyes entirely, to the dreadful scenes daily acted and 
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~.till acting in their v1crn1ty, without their knowledge, or even 
suspicion, of such fatal eYent~. which can only be done, by pub­
lication, whicl, will lay h:ire chc system of Thuggee in its blackest 
colours. 

44. 'vVe ha,·c already secured a number -of prisoners about 
Mynpooree :ind Furruckabad, who will afford us excellent 
opportunities of proceeding to extremities with the Thugs of 
the Doah and of I .ucknow next season ; should Government 
de.em our exertions in those quarters necess.ary or expedient. 

'45_ 1 ha\'e circulated to ali the Magistrates of the Upper 
Provinces, lists of 464 Thugs known to be at large in ~he const~nt 
prar,tice of their profession in the Doab with every 10formation 
respecting their real designations; but, as Thugs always possess 
numerous names, it will be found always difficult, and gener~lly 
impossible to secure them without the assistance of accomplice~ 
who can trace and rcco.rmizc them through all their wiles and 
deceits. 

46. In Bundelkhund our progress has, through the zealous 
exertiom of Mr. Ainslie, the Agent to the Governor-General, 
been very safo.bctory and the Thugs, I believe, find that prov­
ince no longer a secure refur.ie for them or their families. The 
Rajahs of Jh:111see and Dutteea have behaved in the hand­
somest manner, affording every assistance in their power, and 
have gone to considerable expense in sending prisoners from 
their States to Saugor; hut I re~ret to add that the present 
Minister of the Raj:1h of Tehre: who is said to be in a state 
of imbecility, h:is conducted hims~lf in :1 most shameful manner 
and continues to do everything he can to obstruct us, more like, 
as if he himself belonged to the fraternity, than as the minister 
of a friendly power-rnmbined with the British, to put down 
malefactors and robbers; and all other general and mutual nui­
sances. l cannot in too strong terms, express the sense I enter­
tain of th is person's misconduct. 

-l7. Some obstructions h:ive been thrown in our way by 
the Hon'hle Mr. Cavendish the Resident at Gwalior, from a 
mii,undcrstanding of our mode of acting, and manner of manag­
ing the Approvers, and checking the parties deputed to arrest 
Thugs in thal Raj; hut as both -::•Captain Sleeman and myselft 
have addressed to him, letters on the subject fully explanatory 
of our wishes, and intentions I have, no doubt, all difficulties 
will now vanish. Should u~fortunatelv that Gentleman still 
adhere to his former opinion and way ·of proceeding, the Gov­
er'nment may rest assured, not only that we shall be seriously 
checked and affected thereby, in our proceedings but that the 
Gwalior Territory will become an m,ylum for all the Thugs who 
are still at large, and a source from which Thuggee will again 
spread all over the country, and the system will arise with 
renewed strength; and. iri :is pernicious a manner as that we have 
broken up and destroyed; the snake will have been scortched 
not killed. ' 

48. The Jemadars or Chiefs of the Thugs have been sought 
after with so much industry and intelligence, that the arrest of 
those still at large becomes daily a task of greater and greater 

•J Ith June 1832 f7th June 1832. 
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difficulty and delicacy. We have driven them to their last 
stronghold, the service of the Native Chiefs; and they are Il!)W 
mainly to be found in the Courts and Services of the Native 
Princes, whose kindness they conciliate, and whom they know 
to be averse from a besotted and ignorant point of honour, 
which knows not how to discriminate to give up even a known 
murderer. The duty, has therefore become of a more deli­
cate and intricate nature but with the assistance of the British 
Residents and the avowed countenance and support of Gov­
ernment all obstacles will he overcome by prudence, foresight 
and suavity of demeanour. 

49. There are already :i considerable number of prisoners 
committe_d for trial next sessions, and many more will be 
brought mto Saugor before the approaching cold weather. I 
m~y, therefore, expect as much labour and as much anxiety of 
mind next sess!ons as l have endured this with this difference 
that the novelty and excitement will have passed away and will 
be s~cceeded by disgust at the interminable display of the most 
feroc10 1;1s and atrocious actions ever put on record. The regu­
lar ~uties of the Agency have also to be transacted with P,!lnC­
tuahty and despatch; and it is therefore with unqualified 
8gret that I view the late chang~s in the R;venue and Criminal 

ranches, which I consider only tend to increase the duties and 
:etar<l_ the wheels of Government without adding an 
10t~ ei_ther to good Government or to the Revenue of the State. 
It is sm_gularly unfortunate that such changes should occur just 
at d P11nod when they were le;st required by the state of affairs; 
an w en the Agent w~1s least able to bear additional impedi­
ments to the freedom of his administration. 

d 5f What is good is often spoilt by trying to ma~e it ~etter; 
fan d only trust that mv apprehensions on this point will be 0 un erroneous. • 

SI.,. I shall now recapitulate the work in progress­
tirst.-The Hydrabad Thugs. 

ec_o 1ul -~ The Dooab Thugs. 
~~ir~i-I he Ajmere and Jeypore al}d Rajpootana Gangs. 
F' 111 t 1 ·~ The Buroda and Guzerat fhugs. 

ifth .-;_ I he ~undelkhund and Gwalior Thugs are all now 
tue ob1ects of our pursuits. 

the g2, ;rhc res,tft of our Proceedings.-The roads by which 
own RrFtees from_ the Sister Presidencies and from some of our 
Centr·tl I l ·:v Stations pass to their homes on furlough through 
Nerb~dd n ? on the space between the lines of the Jumna and 
Jypore / diAers and the Etations of Buroda, Indore, Neemutch, 
me n gra have by the arrangements made at the com­
nu::.cement of the season, and by the dread inflicted by our 
whicr~h! ;:rrests, been kept free, this season, from the i.:isits 
annual) ,,,a!1gs of murderers have heen so long in the habit of Y paying them. 

53 Th R • 
• e egister of arrests shows the number of 608 per-

soh~s huspected of being Thugs up to the 1st of June since 7 ic b we have_ heard of many other seizures all over the Coun­
ry, ut the Pnsoners not having arrived at Saugor, their name, 

.. 
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have not yet been entered in the Register book kept for that 
purpose. I may here add that all the Jemadars of note, known 
to us except four who reside on the North of the Nerbudda and 
on this side of the J umna haYe been arrested, and that we have 
at least 20 Jemadars who could, if released, at any time collect 
1,000 followers at a short notice. 

54. General ob~en·atio11s.-The nature of the subject under 
discussion will oblige me in this division of my report= to string 
together a number of desultory observations which I could not 
wihtout intruding too far, on the patience of Government in­
sert in the narrative. 

In the first division I ha\'c brought down the History of our 
exertions to destroy the confederacy of Thugs, up to the time 
I commenced the Sessions. In the second, I submitted such 
observations as appeared necessary to elucidate the trials them­
selves. In the third I set forth the steps adopted s!nce the 
Sessions, in furtherance of our exertions up to the present day. 
And in the last, I shall state such observations as could not 
conveniently be brought under any of the other heads. l by 
no means, propose to compile a regular dissertation on the 
manners, customs, habits, etc., of this class of people. They 
have ·been repeatedly set forth already and· many p~pers on the 
subject are on .the records of Government, all 1 intend is tu 
state a few clrcumstances which appear to me particularly worthy 
of being noticed at the present period. 

55. The manner in which the Thugs tra"l,e[; their powar 
of combining large bodies; ,the co1111fra11ce of forei.!!11 States: and 
mode of escapinit from pu11isflmc11/ 7i•hen trrrested.-The Thugs 
generally leave theh homes at the Dusserah. and travel all over 
ln~ia in dsearch of pr~y, unidtinl~ and separa_ting _as d~ccasiocns re- It was b,· thei;e 
q~1re, an concentrating _to . ~ 1oerate at pom~s m !Stant_ ~mn- means the' gang, 
tt1es where the local aut110nt1es have been bribed to their mte- tried on the 14th or 
rests. They periodically appoint :-igns whereby they make kr.own Je~,ore ca_~e, was 
to each other their line of march and have the power when- trac1;d to AJmer by 

bl . 'f T l •' our informers. ever necessary, to assem em large orce. o .rrovcrn t 1e1r move-
ments they ha..,e distinctive grades from the Soobadar, who is 
the highest; to the Jemadar who is the next in authority, to the Jaipur, Ajmer. 
Thug followers. They are moreover divided into strangleri-
(Bhuttote) : hand holders or assist stranglers (Shumsheas); 
Watchmen, Sextons, men to find out the proper places to mur-
der; the fluent and eloquent to inve:gle travellers [ l Bovs and 
Servants. They have a discipline sufficiently severe as was IJth Trial 
evinced in the treatment, Kulian Singh received in 1817 from 
Aman Singh Soobadar for his mi:::conduct· at the Durrah mlli"ders. 
The native states appear to have established a Nerick for the 
release of Thugs when they did not choose to inflict punishment 
a·nd they always carry about them Purwanrihs and other papers 
obtained by them under various pretences for this very purpose. One Gold Mohur 

each Thug. 
56. The distribution of spoil is conducted on the fairest 

principle~. The Capitalist or Jemad.ar receives a superior share, 
and takes half from the shares of his deoendents who have not 
arrive·d at any of the dignities of the tribe. This is the cause 
of such large gangs being found assembled; it diminishes the 
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profit to the common man, but adds to the emolument of· the 
Chief. Out of 100 there are often more than half found to be 
idlers and only fit to swell the train of their Chiefs. 

57. The ~tr:rn.~lcrs recci\·e also more than the co!111110_n 
Thu.~. Their life is a life of pleasure; hut their prosperity ~s 
evanescent. They are in a great degree during their expedi­
tions free from the trammels of caste, and live on the fat of the 
land; but their wealth seldom remains with them long, berng 
either, consumed on the spot, or expended in bribing the 
Jumeendars, under whose protection they reside or th_e author­
ities who connive at their atrocities or in purchasmg their 
release from bondage. 

58. The 111an11cr cJj scarchinl{ for their />re_v, of 111,ieiglin}.! 
them. and of puttin;i; them to death.--Thc Thugs have recour~e 
to all kinds 'Jf subte_rfuges, to inveigle traveller~ to join their 
gangs. On travellers suited to their purpose bemg found they 
first depute spies to ascertain their names, route, etc., who en­
large on the dangers of the road, and profess to be bound to the 
~ame part of the Country. Travellers are then frequently 
mduced to join them for protection or because some of the 
~ang belong to the same part of their Country. If the wayf!:1r­
ing men arc of inferior caste they are regaled by the_ Brahmms 
?f the gang. Jf they are Brahmins they arc out of charity accord­
mg to the universal custom of India, entertained free of expense. 
If the trav_el!ers are sepoys fatigued by rapid marches, they ar~ 
:dlured to 10111 by the offer of the loan of the Tattoos of the gan,,, 
to carry their baggage. Some of the gangs wear badges or 
Chuprasses, obtained by previous murders on their breasts and 
pass themselves off as the servants of the Government. The 
le_a<lers whe1; necessary dress magnificently and claim kindred 
with Countries of Native States and allure the better class to 
a~co~pany them by the proffer of their influence to obtain their 
situations. ~ome eioquent men always accompaf!Y t~e gangs 
whose <luty is to <leceive the passengers by th.ctr d!scourses. 
W_here tr~v~llers are found on their guard and will neither eat, 
drmk or Jorn the gangs, they then. as the last resource, assume 
the garb and actions of the hold arid ruthless villian and murder 
the passengers by open violence . 

. 59 .. f'he spies of the Thugs abound in all directions and 
the!r v1g1lance and industry are not ·to be surpassed. The 
~umerous ~ustom houses in the Dekhan, where all travellers are 
111 a certain degree obliged to discover their possessions and 
property afford then:i infallible clues, whereby, to select and 
pounce upon their victims. 

60. A feast with these wretches is the sure harbinger of 
death and t~e salt of hospitality cannot ret-trnin them from their 
murderous rntentions. 

61. Jt would take up more time than I can afford, were l 
to descant and enlarge on the manifold wavs anrl mp.am; adonted 
to lure Trave)Jers into the Net of destruction. I shall, therefore, 
dose the i-UbJect by stating that thcv comider themselves in the 
same relation tnwai:-ds mankind, th:;t ti.11ers dn ~owards cattle. 

.i 
I 

I 
\ 
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62. Their jrreclatmablc attachme11t a11d devotion to the 
profcsslc,n a11d their r11th/ess habits ·a11d mode of carrying on the 
trade of blood.-Once a Thug always a Thug is their motto and 
their creed. Nothing can or will reform or deter him from the 
practiee of his profession. He may for a temporary space retire 
from business owing to the possession of riches, or other causes 
but as sure as a dog returns to his vomit, so sure will a Thug 
return to his business sooner or later. What folly and ignor­
ance is it then, to release rnch blood hounds on security, as is 
the too frequent practice of our Courts. We carry our English 
notions into practice in a country where they are unsuitaole and 
we thereby work evil, whit~ intent on administering Justice. 
\Ve protect the lawless assasrins at the expense of the lives of 
numerous honest men. No mercy is ever shewn to the softness 
or weakness of won,an, or the old age of man, and the very 
mercy which spares the infant at the breast is with them a refine­
ment in cruelty by lhe:r bringing up the babe~ to their own 
horrid profession and their participation thereby in their crimes, 
and their usually subsequent untimely death. Money is their 
object and their Goci, and to obtain it they sacrifice all the feel­
ings of humanity. Gratitude is to them unknown, and the 
bosom friend and benefactor may, their preservers from prison 
and death, as has been too often exemplified in these trials, are 
remorselessly sacrificed at the shrine of wealth. 

63. As a proof of the impossibility of reclaiming a Thug I 
shall merely adduce two instances. 

Syud Ameer Ali, a descendent of the Prophet, after running 
:1 long course cf eYery crime that can be committed under 
Heaven, was at the end cf 18 years arrested and imprisoned at 
Lucknow. He remained in custody 12 years, and was then, on 
the accession of His prefent Majesty of Oude, by an act of 
grace or. rather of folly let loose upon society to recom­
mence his career of blood. 

No sooner free from his bonds, bvt he proceeded to Bunde!- Bundelkhand. 
khund, rejoined his old companions, and after three or four 
additional years f;pent in the co'llmission of murder and rapine, 
he was finally arresled by our runners in Rajpootana. This man Rajputana. 
confesses having witnessed the murders of upwards of seven 
hundred people and robbery of property and c:ish exceeding 2 
L:ics of Rupees in v:ilue. 

Another man after an arrc•t of years was released and sub­
sequently a_qain caught. On enquiry he avowed that as soon as 
he wns let loose he went to Calpee, m:1rried a w•fe with whom 
he st:1yed two n,onths and then returned to his trade as a matter 
of course. 

64. For :_1 description d lhcir E:1Vagc condlll:t, their ingrati­
tude, and their b,1.,eness, I beg to refer 10 the trial of the first 
Buseynee or 21st Trial :rnd to_ P:lr:1graph 3 of my letter, dated 
the 20th of June 1832, subm1l:11ng the 21st Trial to Govern­
ment. 

65. Their /,el,m•iour 1111dcr trial a11d their of>i11io 11 of 
pu-11is/zmen!.-Thcir dre:1d i:f 1wryishmcnts, at least of the unfre­
quent punishments they ha,·c hitherto suffered, appears to he 

18 
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of a verv trifling nature. Although we have now been engaged 
for r!ear'r ly] two years in arresting and punishing Thugs and 
although numerous examples have been made, yet the Thugs at 
large still pursue their dreadful trade undeterred by the sufferingi, 
of their accomplices. Their helief in predestination and fatalism 
will in a manner account for their apathetic indifference. 

66. The change in the demeanour of many of the prisoners 
durine- f~e cr,me.:ut".-e trial!': thev underwent dn'.'"inrt t!1is ~ession 
was remarkable. At the first two or three arraignments they 
affected much nonchalance and indifference some actually laying 
down to sleep, while others kept spinning balls of cotton in 
their hands, but latterly their attention was evidently directed 
with intense interest towards tl;e proceedings and especially 
whenever a question affected any of them in a more than 
usually criminatory way till at last several pleaded guilty and 
begged only to have their lives spared, consenting to tr:msporta­
tion as an inevitable result of the trial!':. In Deosein, Budiao 
and Chemsah rhe change of conduct :.md opinion was parti­
cularly noted and I am: therefore, on the ·,,·hole inclined to 
believe that their indifference to the pros1~c~t of punishment 
orginates in the known difficulty of their being convicted, an<l 
that a great change in their opinion will take place after the 
result of the~e trials become known all over India. One 
advantage of importance at least will be, I trust, thus obtained 
by our exertions. 

67. The knowledge of Thuggee can only be acquired b:1 a 
long apprenticeship to the profession, and unless a perrnn 
-:ommences from his youth he neYer can rise to the dignity 'J! a 
Bhuttote. It is, I conclude as difficult to manage, with 
dexterity, the Roomal as to throw the Lasso and nothing but 
r,raci•i:·e from infancy 'can produce the requisite skill. ~f we 
:-·•n. ';.,e·efore, ,ecure ~ill the _!!rown up Thu!!s. and in pa_rt1cular 
lhe1r uooroos, and teachers, who are all old Thugs i~vahded by 
"P:~ and infirm;ty, the next gereratinn would be ignorant of the 
n~-,·s and dangers encountered by the pre~c'1t and r:cst. 

. 68_. The 1nm111ers a,u{ c11.~to111s of the Thtt_f!.••- -I hav·: no 
•nlen 1,on of entering at large on the subject of the nrnnners and 
cu~toms of the Thugs. They have been often <l""-::ribed hefore 
by persons much more able to do justice to the theme. I shall 
merf;lY state the few ob;ervations I have made of late and have 
obtained from Captain Sleeman, to whom I am indebted for 
muc,11, that, will be found interesting in this report. 

di;;~st ~~- feel ~9. The minds of these people are warped from the patp 
ession. 15 prof- of ,•,rti_,~- :ind hnnc!':tv. The man who will in the way of his 

prnfc:-~10,~. ,,-,;;_r,lcr fnr the rnkc of nlunder hundreds of unoff-
(Sd.) F.C. S. c11din~!. t1?':L·!!,:r:;, without compunrtlr:m 0 ; remorse, will _he 

!re•nblingiy :lii\·c to every sopcrstiti:;us notion; will watch with 
intense .ai:ixicty the flight of birds, and will slop in his career at 
the om1111ous call of a partridge, or untimely appe:m1nce of a 
hare. ' 

70. The bodily deficiencv of a traveller will often save him 
from destruction, and the Thug will lament with unfeigned 
sorrow, the death of a relation or friend, and will do anything, 

I 
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even to the surrender of himself to justice to extricate his wife 
and children from imprisonment. For instance a considerable 
portion of the gang in the 21st murder, left them at Kamptee 
considering the Jemadar with one arm as an unlucky man to 
strangle, -and that his fate would be theirs, if they killed him. 
Feringeea, the Jamadar of Thugs, avows, with what truth I 
know· not, that he would have surrendered himself after the 
Bhel,::1h affa:r, if he had met the party of the Najeebs who had 
charge of his family; and he has more than ·once burst into a 1830 
flood of te:us on Captain 81eeman's alluding to his relations 
who were condemnecl in the Bhel~a trial and hanged at Julalpore. 

71. The Thu~ will attened to the duties of his religion with 
the greatest i:trictncss and will feed ~md worship one day the 
Bral~mun, or reverence the descendant of the Prophet, according 
to his creed being Hindoo or Mus~alman, whom if he met, as a 
lraveller on the road he would without mercy strangle. 

72. In the moment of death even he will be found scrupul­
ously attentive to the preservation of his caste, and will plead 
as earnestly or more so, to be spared the indignity of being 
touched by the !ow caste hangman, as for the preseravtion of his 
life. 

73. The extraordinary ability displayed by the Thugs m 
ascertaining the characters, trade, name, residence, and inten­
tions of their vict'ms; the adroitness with which they warm 
themselves into their confidence, and the strong recollection of 
facts which have occurred many years ago, all display in a won­
derful m~111ner, the: tact and abil:ty of their leaders and the scien­
tific :ind l:tsting principles on which the association is founded. 

7,1_ They possess a sl:ing language not understood, except 
by the initiated, and can ascertain a Thug by signs though they 
hnve never before seen him. They have concerted signals 
whereby they can trnce n gang, or concentrate their forces and 
ar.! thus enabled to proceed by small divisions, without dread 
of exciting imspicion until the moment arrives for action, when 
the forces concentrate and the murders :ire effected. 

75. A 11spiccs.-A gang never stnrts on an expedition with­
out first obtnining auspicious omens of their future success 
Their Astrologers are Brahmuns, who appoint the time for g_oing 
out, and wait the enquiries preparntory t9 setting out. Their 
manner of consulting the auspices is thus described hy an 
Approver, Punn,1. The Subadar Ghasee and some men of the 
P.arty, left the Yi)la.~e of Sindouse, nt the head of his aang a 
little before dny-li.!..(ht, bearing a brass lotnh in his hand° fui'l of 
water, and on reaching the appointed place, in a field, th~ Thugs 
al_l -stood sti!),. and _he said .':Oh mighty Goddess Bhowany of 
Bmd-a-chul 1f 111 this expedition we are to prosper and acquire 
r;l.hes, vouchsafe us the Thcba1t11 and Pilaw". Soon after a Part­
ridge called on the right, and a Sha_hmah on the left, the auspi­
cious omens were grnc~fully rec:o~nized, and they proceeded 
with confidence on their expedition. 

76. The Ass, the Deer, and the Jackal, arc considered the 
auspicious four legged beasts, and omens from either of these are 
more valued than the call of one hundred of the most auspicious 
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of the featheded tribe. If a Partridge and a Shamah call at_ the 
same time, or if the Patridges are heard to call fi~st to the right, 
[!Jid then to the left, or if the note of a Shamah 1s heard on the 
right, and the braying of an Ass to the left, the Omens _are con­
sidered ausp'cious :ind the gang proceed on the cxped1t1on. 

77. A visit to the Temple of Bhow:iny at her temple of 
Binda-churn, or Binda-chul, on the banb of the . Gang_es :_If 

Mirzapoor, is. deemed very meritorious and a portion of. their 
gains is offered to the Goddess. The priest or Pundahs in re­
turn indicate the route the gangs should take that season u_n 
their expeditions and pray for their success. A portion of thc:r 
plunder seems oenerally to be reser\'ed for the use of 1he 
Temp'te. "' 

78. Rules of the Bones.-The Ostakhan or Bones, as they 
term it, is with them a rule, that the first victim of an expedi­
tion, IJ1USt be a foot traveller, and not accompanied by h<;>rsc. 
bullock or any other animal of burthen or indeed any an~mal 
at all. The term, Captain Sleeman, is' of opinion, is ~erived 
from the rule never to touch the person of a man, bearing the 
~ones cf his parent, or any other relation, to the Ganges, though 
it should be covered with diamonds. In setting out on an 
expedition they extend the privilege of the Bones, to all per­
sons accompanied by animals, till they have committed the 
fi.rst murder. They do the same to those who arc seen to have 
Gold on their pcnons. 

79. Bad 0111c11s.-If an owl screeches, or an antelope passes 
them on the left, they consider them (as well as many others) 
to bf: very b;1d omens. The way the latter is averted, is thus 
describe~ by l'unna Approver. "Ghassee Subadar took a_ betel­
!1ut, which he broke on the head of the consecrated pick-axe 
mto_ as many pieces :i, there were Jemadars in the gang, ,gave 
a piece to each, who ate it, in the name of Bhowany. fhey 
then left the road they were going and took another. 

• 80. A Thug lately released from arrest is deemed unluck)'., 
a_nd often exrl uded by a gang from participation in an expeJ1-
lion, partly 1 apprehend, from superstitious notions, and partly 
from the natural dread of his being recognized as a Daghe_e, 
or marked character, and thereby involving his companions in 
the same unfavour,1ble conclusions, and in the same fate. 

81. ,vhen they have been um,uccessful, they sacrific~ a 
Go..1t, ,lnd cat Goor, purchased hy some of the money obtarned 
by murder, which they eat in the name of their patroness the 
Goddess 13howany. 

82. Sha:·111g and eating Partn.-The Thugs make it a rule 
neYer to shave or eat paun till after the murder of the first 
traveller. 

8.l 0/lices_ a111011.1.[ the Th11gs.-The Thugs have various offi­
ce.; _anwn.ci thc•r gangs. The Bhutote (Stranglers), Shamsea 
(As~1stant Strangler) ha\·c been already described. 

. 84. Bclhaec Ba/e.-The Belhaee is the person who goes on 
10 ad_vance to select the place for murdering and burying and 
bele 11; the place appointed. The rule is, if the Belhaee stands 

.. 
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still, when the gang come in sight ot nim, and till they approach 
clo~e to where he is, they murder the doomed travellers on rea­
ching the spot, but if he keeps moving on, in their sight before 
them, they conclude it was not prudent to prepare the grave at 
that place. 

8:i. Sot/wcc.-Sothaee is the office of winning the confi­
dence of the men intended to he murdered, and make them do 
what i~ required to suit their purpose. 

86. Phoo/.-The Parole of renderrnus for the gang, is call­
ed Phool. 

87. Fidclil.\' of t/rc T/r11gs to cac/r othcr.-Though there 
are numerous in~tances of treachery among the Thugs, there are 
aim many examples of their fidelity, even to death, to their 
comrades. Punna Approver mentions the names of Pahar 
Khan and Saljoo, Thugs, who suffered death by order of Atma­
ram, a Mahratta Aumil, rather than betray their associates, and 
of two Mussulm:m boys whom that ruler unmercifully horse­
whipped, but without compelling them to give up their compa­
nions. 

88. Dacoits who plunder in the plains and pick-pocket 
when they meet w:th Thugs, force them to pay contributions to 
them, by the threat of discovering their real characters, but in 
the Jungles and wastes of Central India and the Dekhan the 
Thugs retaliate. Punna describes the murder of 28 Dacoits who 
had in their possession at the time property to :1,, large amount, 
who had imprudently threatened the immense gang of Ghasee 
Soobadar with exposure. 

89. The co11clnsicm.-lt is probable such dreadful disclo­
sures of the vitlainy and blood thirsty character of the people 
of India, for the ·Thugs are taken from all classes of the com­
munity, was never before submitted to the abhorrence of Gov­
ernment. In :1ll my experience in the Judicial line for upwards 
of 20 years, I never heard of such atrocities, or presided over 
such trials, such cold blooded murders, such heart-rending 
scenes of distress, and misery; such base ingratitude; such a total 
abandonment of every principle, which binds man to man; 
which softens the heart and elevates mankind above the brute 
creation, were probably never before brought to the notice of a 
Court of Justice. Well do these outlaws describe themselves, 
when they unblushingly avow that they stand towards mankinci 
in the same .relation, th.at _ti~ers do to cattle-ruthless, regard­
less of sl1cdd111g blood, 111d1A-erent to caste, sex or age incapa­
ble of rcform_ation, when they have once tasted blood they face 
the public, avowed, but insidious enemies of mankind and 
wage a war of extermination with all they meet on the high ways 
arid byeways. Mercy to such wretches would be the extreme of 
cruelty to mankind, and they must be met in their own ways by 
a rigid adherence to the law, of Lex Talionis-Blood for blo~d. 

90. One hundred a11d clc·vc11, mcn.-These considerations 
and these alone, could have reconciled me to the awful duty j 
have performed, of sentencing so many human beings to suffer 
the extreme penalty of the law. They alone have comforted and 
supported ~e in the performance of this most responsible 
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charge· ,responsible both to God and man! for the execution 
of the' faithful administration of a stern but imperiously called 
for execution of the penalties of the law on the enemies of ~al!­
kind. How far zeal has been tempered by judgment and discri­
mination, it belongs not to me to decide. Pledged to put down 
the gangs of Thugs, Captain Sleeman and myself have devoted 
our time, our entire energies and our thoughts to the successful 
accomplishment of the duty; and we have I may truly say labour­
ed with intense application, to justify the expectations and to 
realize the trust reposed in us hy Government. 

91. It is with some feelin_g of pride, that I am ahlc to ass~rt, 
that in thus performing a duty, foreign to my proper appoint­
ment, and equalling in extent and magnitude to my proper duty 
of the Agency, I have not neglected my original c!rnrgc. There 
arc no arrears in any department of the Agency, except a few 
Civil appeals which will he di~poscd of in a month, and reports 
on the land settlement, which have been delayed for want of 
writers to prepare the papers for· Government. 

92. Nothing remains now for me, hut the gratifying task 
of bringing to the notice of Government, the ze.al and ability 
displayed by my Assistants on his occasion. Of Captain Slee­
man's merits and exertions, it is unnecessary for me to 
speak. His acts, the arrest, trial, and conviction of 345 whole­
sale murderers, are :1bundantly sufficiently to stamp his fame, 
on a solid basis; nor would l attempt to depreciate the just need 
of applause, which he will receive from a discriminating Gov­
ernment, by a feeble attempt to eulogize his meritorious servi­
ces, in the cause of humanity. I cannot, however, close witl~out 
an ack_nowled.~mcnt, that tu his industry, research, and learnm1$, 
I am mdehted for much of the information contained in this 
report. 

93. To Messrs. Macleod and Wilson, my thanks are due, 
for their. exertions and _assirtance. during the arduous labours 
of preparing and translating the trials for submission to Govern­
ment, to the latter in an especial maoner, for the ability display­
e1 in his.translations of the 26 Trials. The former, did not join 
his appointment. of Personal Assistant to the Agent, till I left 
Saugor; few Assistants, I may rnfcly aver have undergone such 
drudgery and labour, within the same s~ace of time; and all 
performed with a cheerfulness and desire to be useful, which 
canno~ be loo much commended or appreciated. His Honour 
the Vice-President in Council, may rest assured that they will, 
both, prove able, zealous and industrious officers of Govern­
!11ent, and equal to any duty they may be entrusted with, and 
It has been a source of pleasure to me, to have been aided and 
assisted, hy such willing and efficient Assistants. 

I have, etc., 

lSd.) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 
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Examination of the Thug approver Rama Jemadar No. 1 

Jubbulpore Division Suppleme11tar~: Records C. F. No. 7 / 1S32 
(Thuggy Department). 

My name is Rama, age about 27 years and caste Naik. I 
have within the last few years resided at different villages but 
latrerly :1t Sagtilly in the Pertabghur District. I am a native of 
Tulkara in the Rutlam Di~trict. My family have followed exclu­
sively the occupation of Thugs for two hundred years past and 
I was brought up to no other. My grandfather was a celebrated 
Thug Jemadar and my father who succeeded him became 
a leader of equal note. Omeida, my cider Brother, too, became 
under my father's tuition an expert hand in all Thug ways and 
practices, but they are both dead and before they died misfortune 
fell upon them. They were seized on information of being 
Thugs and lcept six months in confinement, and though at the 
expiration of that period they were set at liberty in consequence 
of the watch that was kept upon them and the constant alarm 
they were afterwards always under, they were never able to 
assemble a Gan!!. Mv father made one adventure with a few 
hands but the little success that attended it made the Thugs un­
willing to serve under him, he shortly after died and my brother 
in despair took service as a private under the Jemadar Bhowan.i 
(Prisoner No. 2.) 1 had alw:iys since l was a boy and capable 
of performing a journey accompanied my father and brother on 
their excursions, in order to learn the ways of the Thugs and 
be able to practise them when I grew up, and having arrived at 
a sufficient age to put in practice the experience I had acquired 
I accompanied my brother and havin~ along with him taken 
service under Bhow:ina we joined the Gang that was then asserr-
blin.lJ at Ambyr:1ma, Purt:mb.e!hur Di~trict, under that Jemadar Partabgarh. 
to proceed on the excursion which he h:id projected, and having 
left Ambyr:ima we went to P111l0rn in the Rutlam District and 
from thence to Euria same District collecting men for the gang 
as we went along. At Euria we stopped a few days, three or 
four, to allow those who had not arrived to join; from Euria we 
went to Kachy Barada where having made our halt we took our 
final departure on the excursion 

* * * 
Proceeding by Jirranda Rajghur, Para Jirry, Chota Oodey­

poor, and Dubooee we arrived at ~aroda where we, halted a 
few days and afterwards proceeded 10 the direction of Dalka, 
Kate, S~emry, Samlee and Than _and on the stage from the 
latter vil.fage met a -traveller · com mg from Rajkote riding on 
a. cart the _owner of whi~h he had we found persuaded to give 
him and .l11s baggage a lift to Baroda where he was going By 
deceitful persuasion we induced him to quit the cart and ioin us 
We proceeded on to the next stage where we halted for th~ 
night :i!?d the next day at a place. about 2 Coss; this Traveller 
wa~ stran!!led by Ram~uksh Poorh1:i frrt large) assisted hy Dutta 
(at Iar_!!c) who held his hands. I do not remember who buried 
the body. One hundred .rupees were found upon him. 
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After this we went to Nuggur where we remained a consider­
able time, nearly a month and celebrated the Hooly, which 
occurred at this time. A few days after this our spies brought 
information of four ·X·Augriahs having left rhe town for Joria 
Bunder upon which Bhowanee ordered seventeen or eighteen 
Thugs to go after them. I was one of the party. vVe accordin.r(ly 
set out, but the Augriahs had got so much the start of us that 
they reached Jaria Bunder before we could come up with them. 
The: day we arrived at Jaria Bunder three Horse dealers with 
~even Horses arrived from Sind, and having consulted among 
ounel"es as to forming designs upon them, we considered them 
an enterprize worth our attempting. At the moment we were 
concerting our plans against three Horse dealers our spies came 
with information that three Augriahs had that moment left the 
1 own. On this information we immediatelv started for the 
Baroda road, the road by which they were· proceeding, deter­
mined to dispose of them in the meantime. Accordingly we 
soon overtook them, and at the distance of about a coss from 
Jaria we fell upon them and strangled them. Rambuksh Poorbia 
(at large) str:in~ed one. Mv brother Omeida (dead) strangled 
another, and Dutta Kureea Mala (at large) the third. I myself 
and others held their hands. I do not remember the names of 
those who buried them. Eight Rupees weight of Gold was found 
upon them. 

After this we went :rnd put up at a village between Ja:r;ia and 
Nuggur from whence we sent a man to Nuggur to inform Bhowana 
of the Horse dealers. He joined us the next day, after which 
we all went to Jaria but found that the Horse dealers had left it 
and proceeded by the Rajkote road. On hearing this we took 
the same direction nrnkin~ enquiries after them at the different 
vill:1ges as we went alon_q; we did not however hear of t~em 
until we reached Rajkotc where we found they had just arrived 
before ui-. The first d:1v we contented ourselves with finding 
out the place where they· had taken up their quarters and havjng 
a~certained this Bhowana the next <lay sent for them and telling 
them that he was lookincr out to purchase horses asked them 
their terms; in short aft;r much pretended earnestness on his 
pan to abate their demands and obstinate endeavours on theirs 
to make the best bargain thcv could, one was concluded but pur­
pos~ly in order to give ourselves the opportunity of carrying our 
designs upon them into efFPct, not before we had made -one stage 
in their company towards B:iroda. The opportunity looked fer 
not having been :iffordcd th:~ stage the delusion was continu(:'.d 
to be kept up. Rhowana Singh wi1s represented to be a Thakoor 
of high rank :ind wealth, :ind he informed them, that he had 
ci Hoondee on R1,.od;1 for 10.000 Rut)ecs which until cashed the 
would he unab(,-. tn n;iy f<>r the Hor~es. To all this the unsus­
pecting Horse de:ilers yielding implict credit, the scene won 
closed 1-!POn them for the ~ame night they were beset and strangled 
and tre1r Horses t1ken pm0 es0 inn of by us. One of the three 
w:i;; Etrangled hy Ruheem a1i~s R1himta (Prisoner No. 19), one 

• Augriahs arc foot carriers ernn)oycd by Sa)10okars and other Native 
merchants to convey articles of value but small bulk from one place to another 
sewed or otherwise concealed in their coats and clothes. 

... 
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hy Rambuksh Poorbi:1 (at large) and one by Shew Lall Poorbia 
lat large), six other Thugs held their hands, hut the names of 
these 1 do not remember. There were one hundred :md seventv-
:ivc rupees found upon them. • 

\.\'1.· started c::rly tht: next murning and after proceeding 
,1ho11t four Cos~ stopped at a Village on the way to deliberate as· 
to the disposal of the Hori;ei;, when it was determined to retain 
one of them for Bhowana's ;.1sc, another for Fauj Khan Jemadar 
(since dead) and the li\'c remainin(! to be sent to Baroda to be 
sold. Acrnrdin!!ly the fi,·c were • ~iven in charge to Rama 
(appro\'er No. 3), the rcl:1tion of Bhow:ma, and seven other 
T1111gs who were directed to sell them if they could to Ameen 
.lemadar at Raroda in th1.· ~cr\'ice of the Maharajah Seajee. 

At this villa~c we separated into two Gangs to traverse the 
nmntry in different dircdiom. a_nd settled to meet again at the 
expiration of :1 month or twenty days at Nuggur. Bhowana con­
tinued the leader of the one and Fauj Khan Jcmadar (since dead) 
hecame that of the other .Bhowana's Gang took the direction 
of .loonaghur while that of Fa11j Khan with which my brother 
Oomeida and myself then proceeded towards Dhundoka. 

On our wav the second da,· after this we fell in with two 
Mussulman Tr:ivellcrs coming from Joonaghur and going to­
wards Baroda. Thar day having made a Ion~ stage and bein,I! 
much battered and fatigued we made no attempt upon them but 
halted for the· day at the same place. The next day we started 
some time bdore them, but bcin_!.{ on thl: look out we again fell in 
with them. :111d shortly :1fter stran.~lcd them. Khooshall (pri­
~oncr No. 1:i) str,111!:!led one and Ruhcem 1•/ias Ruheemta prisoner 
No. 19) the other. T do not rememher who as~isted or buried 
them. One hundred and fifty or two hundred rupees were 
found uopn them. 

The next day my hrother Oomeida was seized with cholera 
of which he died in :1 few hours. 

Five days after this we arrived hr regular stages at Dhundoka 
where we halted ·one day and afterwards proceeded in the direc­
tions of Jyte :md Koondur, from the l~1tter lwhich we reached in 
six days) we went to Dhoolajee and from thence moved in .the 
direction of Poolumdcr where in a few days we arrived and 
halted two days. Here during this time Fauj Khan, the Jemadar, 
made acquaintance with four tnn-ellers hound for Kutch Bhooj 
whom he met in the town, and so intimated himself into their 
,rood opinion and confidence that he prevailed upon them to 
;ome :ind t:1kc up their quarters with us outside. During the 
night we kept strict watch over them that they should not leave 
us, the place not suiting our furthe_r purpose upon them but 
the next day while they were travellm!.{ with us strangled them 
tihout six Coss from. Pollumdcr Dulla (at large), Nunda (since 
dead), Rambuksh Pourhia (M large) were three of the stranglers 
on •this occasion hut the name of the fourth I do not remember 
-Nor <~Q T remember. the !"):ttnes of thoi-e who assisted. Three 
hundred rupees were found upon them. From thence we re­
:·nrned to 1)1,oolajcc, where we met Rhow:ma and his partv and 
j 1, nwtuall~• comm11!1k:1tin!! the occurrence that had taken ·place 
durin~ our separation we learnt that only two trnve11ers had 
fallen into their h:mds. 

19 
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The Gang being again united we moved in the direc.tion. of 
Kundrah and at about five or six Coss from that place fell in with 
three travellers with a camel also proceeding in the direction 
of Kundrah. That day we made their acquaintance and gained 
their confidence so that at Kundrah they took up their quarters 
near to us. The next morning they left Kundrah along with . us 
and at the distance of about two Coss seizing our opportunity 
we strangled them. The names of the stranglers on this occasion 
I po Iiot recollect. Fifty er sixty Rupees only were obtained. 
Bhowana took the camel for himself and afterwards exchanged 
irwith the Rajah-of Baukanair for a horse when we went to that 
place about two months afterwards. 

After this affair near Kundrah we moved about for about 
six days without doing anything, when we went to Nuggur, and 
having halted there a few days, proceeded on the Doolajee road 
came to a village which we intended to make our stage, when 
at tqe same moment two travellers passed with a camel without 
hal_ting. We immediately got ready and followed them. and at 
a village distant between six or seven coss they made their stage 
for the day which we did also, and having taken up our quarters 
near thetn by marked civility and attention we worked ourselves 
into their acquaintance and good will. The next morning we 
accompanied them on their way and halted at the same village 
they did, and near to them, so that during the day a constant 
intercourse was kept up with them and at night we strangled 
t~em. Rambuksh Poorbi::i (at large) strangled the one and 
~uheem alias Ruhimta (Prisoner No. 19) the other. Eight Katy­
war Saddles, one hundred and twenty-five Turbans, or there­
about, and one Hundred Rupees were obtained. The camel was 
immediately sent in charge of two Thugs to Sadra and sold for 
60 Rupees. • 

From hence we proceeded to Baukanair making one stage on 
the way. From Baukanair we went to Huldoo and Moorly after­
wards to Dhoolka and Kumbat (Cambag). The second stage be­
fore we arrived at Kumhat we fell in with two travellers who had 
com~ from Joonaghur and were proceeding towards Baroda. 
Vve 101ned them and bv assiduous attention not only kept them 
in. our company, but prevailed on them to take up their quarters 
with us at the halting nlace where during the night we strangled 
them. Ruheem alias Ruhimta (Prisoner No. 19) strangled one 
and Khooshall (Prisoner No. IS) the other. Chitra (Prisoner 
No: 4) h~ld the hands of one, but who besides him were employ­
ed ID this part of the hminess. I do not remember. The booty 
~btained must have been trifling as I have no recollection what 
1t was. 

After this we went to Kumhat and remained there eight or 
nine days in the hope of travellers setting out for Baroda or 
other place, hut none having been ohserved hy us we started 
at the expiration of thi,;;· period ;111d went to Russoo;e where we 
remained two days and then proceeded to Seiryabad. Here two 
travellers procecdinf-( tow:1rds R:irnd:i were observed hy us. 
Ramhukidrn Poorhi:1 went and formed acquaintance with them, 
and by deceitful pretences hrou_ght them to where we had t:iken 
11p our q11:irters in order to their accomp:rnying 11s the next 
morn in~. They accordingly proceeded with us :ind at a con­
'-"enient spot on the road were strangled. .Toomal (Prisoner 
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No. 21) strangled one and Rambuksh Poorbia the other. Shair 
Khan (Prisoner No. 10), Nunda (since <.lead) another Thug who, 
I do not recollect and myself, held their hands; 43 Rupees were 
found upon them. 

After this we proceeded to Baroda and remained there fifteen 
or twenty days. There on our arrival we found Rama (approver 
No. 3) who had been sent \\_'.ith the horses. He had not succeed­
ed in disposing of them to the Jemadar in the Maharajah's service 
they being too small. vVhilc at Baroda our spies one day brought 
intelligence of three Augriahs proceeding towards Broach and 
Surat upon which we set out :1fter them and having overtaken 
them accomp~mied them as tar as about midway between the 
villages Mira and Eutawa where we murdered them. One of 
them was strangled hy Fackeera (Prisoner No. 8) another by 
Rambukhsh Poorbia. The third Augriah escaped from the hands 
of those who attempted to overpower him, he drew his sword 
and took to flight and had nearly escaped when Bhowana who 
was on horse-back pursued him :md after an obstinate resistance 
succeeded in cutting him down. Bhowana himself made a 
narrow escape from the blow of the Augriah, having been wound­
ed in three places and w~s only saved from the effect of one of 
the Augriah's blows by his turban the folds of which were cut 
in two. This affair being attended with much noise and stir 
about the place where it happened gave us a good deal of alarm, 
and in consequence we dispersed in small parties and again 
quietly assemblea at Baroda. On this occasion something about 
300 Rupees was obtained. The hands of the two Augriahs who 
were strangled we held while that was being done by Shew Lall 
(at large), Rahimta (since dead), Ajoo • (at large) and another 
whom I do not rememher. 

At Baroda we halted one day and afterwards moved towards 
Dhakorjee and at a village about 9 coss from Baroda on the bank 
of the Mhye river met Nathoo Jemadar (Prisoner No. 1) with a 
Gang of seventeen or eighteen men. He with his Gang accom­
panied us to Dhakorjee where he remained five or six days, when 
Bhowana's Gang- formed themselves under Nathoo leaving four 
or five men with Hhowana who was unable to accompany us 
on account of the wounds he received from the Augriah. 

Under Nathoo we took the direction of Ahmedabad, but at 
a place where we halted near to that city called Bhuttoo. Rama 
(approver No. 3) and myself had a quarrel, in consequence of 
\\ hich I quitted the Gang and with Chitra (Prisoner No. 4), 
Rankaria (since dead) and Khoodabukhsh (since dead) returned 
home. I cm~not, therefore, ~peak of its furth_er proceedings, no 
mt.rders having been con~m1tted from Jh~ t11;ne the Gang left 
Dhakorjee, up to the penod of my qwttmg 1t and my friends 
and myself committed none on our way home. 

One year and a half after the excursion under Bhowana in 
Guzerat regarding which I have been examined another ~as 
projected by that .Temadar towards Marwar who accordingly 
collected a Gang for the purpose. 

* * * 
The Gang ~onducted by Bhowana left Raigria, Peeplonda 

districr where 1t had assembled and proceeded by Mundesore 
passing' the skirts of the Cantonment of Nee9rnch-Chytore, and 
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Shapoora and arrived ar M:..tlpoora in the Jeypoor :rcrritory from 
whence we proceeded on the Jeypoor road. Durmg our second 
stage on this road we fell in with three Rajpoots whom we 
strangled, Dewa (2nd) since dead, myself and another Thug 
~tranµ;lcd one of them, Shew Lall (:rt large), and other (I have 
forgotten who) ~tr:rngled :mother and the third was strangled by 
Dilla of Kurre:.1 (:.1t large) :rnd two others, hut the nam~s of the 
orhers 1 do not rcmen1her. .L.wda (dead), Khcema t1llas Ram­
zany ( Prisoner No. 28), Roop a (Prisoner No. ~2) and others 
1:,uried the bodies. One pair of shawl, one sela value about lll 
Rupees, sever:11 articles of Dress-some copper vessels and sixty 
l{upees were obt:1ined. 

After this, having halted :1t three or four-different place~ on 
tlJe road, we :1rri\"ed at Jeypoor. At .leypoor having remamed 
eight days, we proceeded towards Kishengurh, and on the way 
met with four Mussulman travellers who told us they were pro­
ceeding to Jodhpoor. t:nder the pretence that we were g?ing 
there also we joined and kept in company with them and arrived 
at Kishengurh. From Kishengurh we proceeded to Ajmere hut 
without halting he\"C>nd a few minuks went on to Pnkhurjee where 
we stopped for th~ night. From Pokhurjee we went the next day 
to Umamass (the four travellers still with us) whl•re we halted thl· 
next day we again started with the travellers and on the war 
seizing a favourable opportunity strangled them. Fukcera of 
\Vas8laee (Prisoner No. 8), Shew Lall (at lar_ge), Dilla (at lar_1:1;e). 
Nunda (Prisoner No. ;;), myself (R:1ma approver). and one or 
two others were the Thu,rs engaged on this occ:.1siun in strangling 
th-em. Somt• hr:1ss and Z.oppcr • vcsscli-, cloths :incl two hundred 
rupees were ohtained. 

The rains had now set in which obliged us to turn home­
ward after having made· what we considered a \'Cry unsuccessful 
excursion. 

About one ve:rr after I had returned from the excursion to 
Ma_rwar under Bhow:rn:1, i projected one myself towards Guzerat 
for_ which purpose T t·ollcctcd a snrnll G:ing consisting of the 
Th,ugs, and ns their lc:rdcr proceeded with them to that 
quarter. 

* * 
From the· villa.~e of Motya, Purtaubghur district, where 1 

had a few months prc\'iously ~one front 80.1~tilly to reside, we 
sta~tcd,. and proceeding by Jooba and Amjcn:,h arrived at Godrn 
which Just before we reached we fell in with two travellers pro­
ceeding to_ Datorjee. They halted at Godra that day and the 
next mormn_g started on their journey accompanied by us, we 
strangled them after ha\"ing proceeded n few coss. One was 
~tr:mglecl by Chitrn (Prii-oncr No. 4) and the other by Fauj 
K~an (Prisoner No. 11) while the hands of the Tr:.ivellers were 
seized and held by Khecma (at large), Di Ila (at Iar_gc), .Ooankaria 
(dead) and Nathoo (Prisoner No. B). Forty or Fifty Rupees 
were found on them ,111d a Hoondee which T destroved. 

After thill we proceeded hy moderi_:1te stages to Ba.roda where 
w~.halted three ~ays ~uring which we formed our aesigns upon 
1 I ravcllcr, :, native of Hindoostan. on his return thither whom 
we found in the Town, and accordingly watched his departure. 

I 
(, 

I 
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He had with him a horse for his riding and when he set out on 
his journer we followed him. At about six coss from Baroda he 
stopped and took refreshment which we did ,1lso and along with 
him started again. \Ve had reached within about two coss of 
Dubooee when by deceitful persuasion we prevailed upon him 
to dismount :rnd walk with us, shortly after which we strangled 
him c:1itrn (Primner No. 4) w:1s the strangler while Fauz Khan 
(Prisoner No. 11), Oonkaria (since ciead}, and Keema (at large), 
Khecma <1/ias R:unz:111,· (Prisoner No. 28) were the Thugs who 
se;zed him :ind hdd i1is h:1nds. A few Rupees in money and 
articles of different sorts to the ,·aluc of about 20 Rupees were 
found upon him. His ho1:se I kept for my own me and after­
'•Vards sold :1t ;1 p!::l't.• ahiut a da_ge from Rajkote for :iO Rupee:;. 

After this we tra\'cllcd about the country for many days 
having visited Kumb:1t Dnolb. Dhundhokur, R;ijkote, Khoondr:1 
and l;ther pl:1cc~, when the men of the Gang bccomin_g sickly 
I resolved to return homewards. \Ve accordingly began to re­
trace our steps and at Dabooce h:dlcd three days, h:lYing there 
obsenicd a tra\'ellcr on whom our informatio!l rc.~arding him, 
induced us to form our dcsi_gm. He li:1d a sm:111 Tattoo with him 
and when he ldt DahoocP we st:1rted at the same time along 
with him hut it \\':1s not until the second stage that we had ai1 
opportunity of carrying our designs upon him into execution. 
He was str;rngled b,· Chitr:1 (Prisoner N_o. 4) having been seized 
and held h:, Fam: Khan ( Prisoner No. 11) and Buksha (dead). 
There were others besides engaged in this murder, but I only 
further remember th:it Beem. Chamar (Prisoner No. 25) and 
Buksh:ih (de:1d) were Two of those who buried him. There were 
found in the Tra\'cller's pmscssion three pieces of silk and six 
hundred rupees in money. 

After tJ1is we continued our way home by regular stages with­
out doing anything further. 

We set out on this excursion :1hout ei.!!ht days before the 
Dewalee, three years and a h:ilf ago (heginnin_g of November 
1828), and returned a few days before the following Hooly which 
we celebrated :1t our homes. 

Frum the village of Matya where I had been living for some 
time, ever since the Mewar Excursion under the Jemadar 
Bhowana (Prisoner No. 2) l moved to Sagtilly in the same dis­
trict (Pcrtabgurh) and h:1d been :1t Sagtilly one or two months 
when I resolved upon. preparing for anotl:er excursion and 
;~cc:ordingly collected the Thu.!:!s :111d formed them into :.i Gang 
for the purpose. 

* * * 
I fixed on Mar\\'ar as the Quarter to proceed and having 

made all necessary arran_[femcnts we started immediatelv after the 
Dewalee (November 1829) proceeding by regular stages· we passed 
through the cantonrn_ent of Neern!-lch, and going by Chyttore, Nimach. 
Khumeergurh and A1mere we arnved at Phokurjee where we 
halted tvw days and afterwards took the directions of Meertha 
to which place we went. On leaving Meertha the next day w~ 
fe:I in with three Trnvellers on whom we formed ou·r d;sicrn 
and. though WC: (allowed thc!'n from day to da)-, for six days ~us~ 
eess1vely pract1s111g every wile to entrap them, and watchin~ 
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every moment for an opportunity to carry our schemes upon 
them into execution, invariably some obstructing circumstance 
came in the way to prevent us, and they at length escaped from 
us al1·ogethcr within three or four coss of Jhodepoor where they 
were going. 

At Jhodepoor we stopped six or seven days and then pro­
ceeded in the direction of Guzerat, we went by Kole and Bhee­
mal and at the second stage from the latter place fell in with 
a traveller proceeding to Guzerat whom we persuaded to join 
us, and, on the road, the day after he was strangled by Chitra 
(Prisoner No. 4), Oonkaria (dead) and Lall Sin_g Poorbia (at 
large). Thirty Rupees were found upon him. 

Two stages after this brought us to Puran Puttan where we 
halted two days and started- along with two Rajpoots going to 
Guzerat whom we strangled during the first stage. • The Thu~s 
who strangled them were Malia (Prisoner No. 6), Chitra (Pri­
soner No. 4), Oonkaria (dead), Lall Sing Poorbia (at large) and 
Buksha (dead) and another whom I do not remember. One 
hundred and twenty-five Rupees were found upon them. We 
made this day a stage of about eic1ht Coss from Puran Puttan and 
next day arrived at Deesa where 0 there is a cantonment and took 
up our quarters in the Town. 

From Deesa we went in the direction of Simmy Radhunpoor 
:,nd at the sta_ge heyond the former of these Towns met two tra­
vellers going to Kutch. We formed an acquaintance with them 
a~d. about the middle of the stage they were str::mgled by Malia 
(l ~1soner ~o. 6), Lall Singh Poorhia (at large), Buksha (~ead), 
Ch1tra (Prisoner No. 4), Oonkaria (dead) :md Nathoo (Prisoner 
No. 13). 
, . After this ·we proceeded in the direction of Bhooj by t_he 
I own of Araseer where we halted two days. From Araseer we 
took the Huldoo and Moonby road. The distance between Ara­
seer and Huldoo is twenty-five coss which we performed in one 
sta_ge, in consequence of the road which runs along the sea shore 
being, we heard overflowed during the spring tides which ~ere 
then expected, at which being alarmed not knowing what m1gJ]t 
be the consequence to us we made this effort and passed before 
the Tides took place. We halted -one day at Huldoo and after­
wards proceeded to the town of Budwan where we remained three 
days and afterwards went by Poona to Raupoor. 

From Raupoor we accompanied two travellers and the second 
stage an <?PPOrtunity for carryin_q our designs upon them. into 
~ect having afforded they were strangled by Chitra (Prisoner 

?· 4), Lall Sing Poorbia (at large), Malia (Prisoner No. 6), 
D11la (at large), and Oonkaria (dead). Two Hundred Rupees 
wen~ found upon them. Kheema alias Ramzany (Prisoner 
No. 28), Dilla (at large), Oonkaria (dead), Nathoo (Prisoner 
No. 13) and Roopa (Prisoner No. 32) buried the bodies. 

After this we proceeded b~ Dhundooka, Goga or Kata, Kate, 
Dhalka and the cantonment of Kaira to Pitlawud-thence taking 
t,r_e Baroda road went to Bassooee where we halted two days and 
tnen went to Baroda. 

After halting four or five days we took the Broach_ direction 
at which town we arrived in four stages. Here we had been three 
or four days when we obtained information of the arrival of the 
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three Augriahs on their way to Baroda. We immediately joined 
them and set out with them to Baroda but they proved too cau• 
tious and watchful for us to make an attempt upon them and 
in spite of all the snares we laid and the artifices we practised 
they escaped from our hands and reached Barud:1 in safety. 

We remaint!d at Baroda about seven days and afterwards 
started for Dabooee on our way homewards and proceeding by 
Soonkhera, Making and Oodeypoor we fell in at the latter place 
with two Augriahs whom we joined and accompanied from stage 
to stage until within five coss of journey where they were strangled 
by Chitra (Prisoner No .4), Malia_ (Prisoner No. 6), Lal Sing 
Poorbia (at large), Oonkaria (dead), Nathoo (Prisoner No. 13) 
and another whose name I du not recollect. Kheema alias 
Ramzany (Prisoner No. 28), Oonkaria (dead) and Lall Sing (:.tt 
large) buried the bodies. There were found upon them-

One Dhimoncl Ring of considerable value. 
Two Emerald Rings of small value. 
One Ruby. Ring of small value. 
One sm:dl Diamond not set, about half a seer of Pearl all 

of them small seed Pearls except five, of which four 
were large and one small and about one Hundr.ed 
Rupees weight of Gold. 

The further account and disposal of this booty is this. After 
reaching home I made a division of a part of it giving to each 
of the stranglers six Tulahs of Gold and 25 strings of the small 
Pearls. To those performing the office of burying and menial 
duties I gave 4:1i Tolahs of Gold and 10 strings of Pearls, and took 
for myself as the leader eight Tolahs of Gold, 100 strings of the 
small and two of the large Pearls, over and above the shares they 
had already received in common with the other stranglers. 
I gave to those who performed this office on that occasion 
between four and five Tolahs of Gold and twelve strings of the 
small. Pearts. As I have already said I took two of the large pearls 
as my own share, while the other two went to that of sixteen of 
the men of the Gang and were delivered into the h:mcls of Bhop­
jee (Prison1::r No. 36). The Rings and small unset diamond I 
reserved in my posi-cssion for future division after the value of 
each was ascert.1ined ~ind they could be disposed of. After hav­
ing kept the Rin~s about a twelve months Bunsraj and Lala Rana 
Bunnyahs and relations of Amer Singh Purnrnicha of Selana came 
to my house at Sagtilly wh~n I showed the~, the_D!amu!1d Ring. 
on which they strongly advised me not to t~rnk of d1sposmg of an 
article of such value in this country as doing so would certainly 
lead to my detection, but recommended me to carry it to 
Oodeypoor where they would accompany me and assist me in 
disposing of it without any such danger and they said that ther,• 
were some Charaus at Salna who were ahout to proceed with 
horses to Oodeypure in whose company they and myself could 
go with all safety tu that place. I approved of their plan and 
they returned to Selana to speak to the Charaus, when they hap­
pened to mention t_hc circumstance to ~meer Singh, who, i 11 
the middle of the rn_ght left Selana and in great haste came to 
Sagtilly about day break _next morning a_nd stopping at a littll.' 
distance outside of the Ytllage sent and called me. At first he 



reproached me with a. want of gC!~d. faith_ and c9nfidence in 
keepin,.,. secret from him the acqu1s1twn o( an article of such 
value :s he understood the diamond rin_!.( to he reminding me 
that his forefather and mine had for one or two generations past 
been on a footin,!.( of the most inti111;1tc and unreserved friend­
ship and that between them dealin,1s of the most secret nature 
had 'been carried on; that all this h7id descended to him and _to 
me and had hitherto been maintained by us and he hoped would 
continue to be so. He continued for some time in this strain 
to speak to me, and l)ffering to dispose of the ring for me at 
length pre\'ailed upon me to deliver ir into his hands for that 
purpose giving me the most solemn pled!.(es that he wo_uld act 
honestly by me in the transaction. J :1grecd to give him fiye 
per cent commission on the price for which he might sell tt 
He c:irried the ring to Rutlam and showed it to different Jewel­
ler~ :ind Merch:rnts hut did not succeed in findin!.( a puri.:haser. 
Some time afterwards Amer Sin.!.( ~ent Humraj who is his 
Nephew with 1,200 rupees on account to meet my expenses, but 
of this sum I only took :iOO Rupees. At this time I also gave two 
of the other Rings, namely, the Emerald and Ruby, and the 
small 11met diamond to Amer Singh to be sold. Some days 
aft_erwards Amer Sing ,ent for me to Rachrude and told me that 
the stones in the rini:!s as well :1$ the small unset diamond wer_e 
false but ihat he could !.(ct about 2S Rupees for each of these arti­
cles and would !.(ive me that sum for them if I chose but I 
<leciined the off~r and shortlv ~fterwards he sent his servant 
Deen Mahorned to me with thc~e articles. The diamond Ring 
,till re~1.'1ined in his posse~sion :,nd bein_!.{ in want of m9ney 1 
sent to :1sk a further advance upon it of SOO Rupees which he 
irave me. In this wav I oht:1ine<l advances from him first and 
last receiving 1,200 Rupees upon this article. When having been 
~ivcn rcawn to suspect that he had treacherous designs against 
me, I immedia.tely went to him and insisted upon his restoring 
the Ring to me. Arner Sing conceivin_g that I was· instigated to 
do so hy Sirdar Mhyta the Kamdar of the Rajah of Selana in 
order to _[.(et the Ring into his Sirdar Mhyta's possession and 
that he would lose the handsome profits he had calculated upon 
deriving from it proceeded, as I :ifterwards found, to you, and 
!1aving disclmed the circumstance~ connected with it, placed it 
in your hands. On hearing this J became ,rreatlv alarmed but 
Amer Sing some time afterwards bv assurance--;, renioved my fears 
and carried me secretly to :1 respectable person at .Tawra (tne 
manager's brother) by whom T was further assured and the Rin~ 
shown to me which left me nothing to apprehend. 

When my suspicisions of Amer. Sing were first awakened and 
T went as ! ha\'e said to demand the Ring from him, he told me 
to repay him the money he had advanced me upon it and I should 
h:1Ye it. ur>on which I went to Bhnpa Sah of Kumlakeree with 
whom I had frequently before h:1d dealings and having explained 
f·he rn:1tter to him obtained the lo:111 of the requisite sum 1,200 
R1rnees and placed in his h:1nds the Emerald and Rubv Rings and 

:1 Nuth (a female nose ornament) of small value This monev 
was lent ·on the confidence prod11ced by former· dealings, and 
not these articles the value of which tho11.l.(h I c:111not state it 
would have formed but a small portion of the sum. 
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To Butclmd, a nephew of Amer Sing, to whom I owed 200 
r~1pecs l ga~'e the two la_rge pearls and some strings of the small 
krncl, and m general with regard to booty acquired by myself 
:111,l .others we used on our return from any excursion to dispose 
of 1t to Bunnyahs or give it tu them in liquidation of debts. 

I do not recollect the names of all the different Bunoyahs 
and Sonars to whom I have given or disposed of articles of booty. 
But those I have pointed out :ire the persons to whom myself 
and others chiefly of or disposed with, the greater part of 
the booty acquired during the last mentioned excursion· 
hut principally from the Augriahs strangled near to J-irry on ou; 
w_ay homewards. (The approver had previously pointed out the 
different persons whose names appear in the list of articles 
annexed to these proceedings.) 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 
Political Agent. 

Examination of Thug Approver .Moty No. 2. 
My n:1me is Moty, age about 25 years, but on this point I 

cannot speak with exactness, I am a Mussulman. I have for the 
last four or five years been residing at the village of Euria in 
the Rutlam district, before that at Jir in the same district where 
I was born. My father was a Thug and I was brought up to the 
same calling. I have been on several excursions with the Thugs 
some of these while a boy of which in consequence I have little 
[or·! no recollection, but I can speak of thoi:e on which I proceed­
ed :1fter I had grown up; and accompanied the Gangs to qualify 
myself to take a part in their proceeding. 

The first Excursion, the occurrences of which I have a re­
collection of, though an imperfect one, took place about eight 
years· ago when Nathoo Jemadar (Prisoner No. 1) who had a 
claim against my late father came to Euria and demanded of me 
to settle it. I showed him that I had not the means on which 
he insisted that I should join his Gang and follow him on an 
F.xcursion which he was about to oroceed upon. I consented 
and accompanied him to Kachee Baroda (Boodnawar district, 
Dhar· territory) where the different individuals intended to form 
the Gang on this occasion were assembled. 

* * * 

Guzerat was the quarter fixed upon, and proceeding by 
Jenanda, Para, Chandpore, Chota Oodypore, Making, Sonkhera 
and Bahadcrpore we reached Dabooee before the life of any one 
was attempted. Here on two strangers (Hindoos) who had 
arrived from Baroda and taken up their quarters near us, we 
formed designs, :rnd :ibout two Ghurries of the night carried 
them into effect. Fouj Khan (dead) was the person who 
strangled one of them, and R:ihimta (dead) the other, while 
Amour (at large) and Mana (Pmoner No. 16) held their hands. 
Between thirty and forty Rupees were found upon them. 

The same night we left_ Dabooee for Baroda and took up 
our quarters at a place outside of the town where we remained 
three days. We afterwards pr~ceeded to the Cantonment of 
Kaira where we stopped one 111ght and went the next day to 

20 
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Russooee. Here a traveller arrived from Surat and havin~ 
taken up his quarters near us he was strangled shortly after 1t 
became dark by Mana, Ambowal~ (Prisoner No. !6), Russool 
(at large) assisted Mana, by holding the tra".eller s hand on 
overpowering him. He was a Mussulman and sixty Rupees were 
found upon him. 

From Bassooee we took the direction of Banugger and 
stopped at a place during the night the name of which I do not 
recollect. The next morning we were proceeding on our way 
when we fell in with two travellers who were coming from 
Joonagurh.- Nathoo Jemadar soon discovered that th~y we~e 
Augriahs and having formed a party consisting of Maha (Pri­
soner No. 6), Raeeta (Prisoner No. 7), Fouj Khan (dead), 
Anwar (at large), headed by himself went after them .. Th~ rest 
of us he (the Jemadar) ordered to proceed to a certam village 
and there await h-is return, in consequence however of what 
happened in his affair with the Aug-riahs he did not come back 
to the village but made a precipitate retreat to an out-of-the-way 
village called Kurrera whence he sent to us to join him. We 
learpt from him and the party on our arrival that one of the 
Augriahs was overpowered and strangled without difficulty but 
the other at the moment the Roomal was going to he twisted 
round h_is neck had observed the intention in time to make _an 
effort in his own defence and having caught. the Roomal with 
!3Ile hand seized with the other Fouj Khan to whom the strangl­
mg of ~im had be~n assigned, and throwin,g him on the grou~d 
drew his sword with which he wounded Foui Khan. At thts 
moment the Jemadar and Raeeta fell upon the Augriah when 
he was soon overpowered and murdered. It being a much 
frequented road where this happened the Jemadar and. party 
h~d only time hastily to put the bodies aside a short dtstan.ce 
without burying them and afterwards as I have already s~1d, 
made a rapid retreat to this distant village where we joined him. 
Two. thou~and Baba Shahee Rupees ,~ere found upon the 
Augriahs tied about them and sewed up in the An_gahs or Coats. 

From Kurrera we proceeded to Pitlawud making one stage 
between and the next morninf! moved about three or four coss 
to a small village where we halted : two travellers on their way 
to Baroda arrived hut passed on after stooping a few minutes. 
The .Temadar seeing that they were Au(friahs who seemed to 
have a good deal of money conf'.ealed ·'=' about them instantly 
made arrangements and followed them. Having overtaken 
them we accomp:mied them a consider:ihle distance and had 
the~ strangled. The stranglers on this occasion were Mana 
fPr!soner .. No. 16). anrl Kulloo (since dead) and were assisted by 
Mada (Prisoner No. 6) and Rahimet. alias Rahimta (dead). Two 
thousand rupees were found upon them. 

After this we returned to Baroda from whence we sent 
KuJ!~o,, Russoola, Rumzanec and D11lla with money for our 
fomrl1e~ expences. We remained here nearly a month sendin_g 
our spies and occasionallv Jlflrties on different roads but I do 
not recollect of anything having hecn done at the expiration 
of this period. The four men we sent to our homes with 
money ret11rnerl, after which we left Baroda and oroceeded in 
the Ahmedahad direction hy villages called Chauney and 
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Lairyabad in each of which we made a stage. The stage we 
made beyond Lairyabad, the name of the place I do not remem­
ber we fell in with three Augriahs coming from Ahmedabad in 
the Baroda direction two or three coss on the Ahmedabad side 
of it, and having allowed them to pass we immediately separated 
into parties and went off the road in order to get unperceived 
before them, this being effected the party with the stranglers and 
others destined to attack them allowed them to come up and 
after accompanying them some distance until a suitable opportu­
nity offered strangled them. This was done at a small river. 
Rahimta, Mana, Kulloo, Raeeta, Malia, and Futta were the 
sh anglers employed. One thoi•sand five hundred Dollars were 
found upon them. After this nothing further was attempted for 
fear lest the different murders we had so recently committed 
and the large sum of money we had acquired all within so very 
limited a space of country might draw suspicion upon us; we 
therefore turned our steps towards home and by long stages 
continued in uninterrupted progress until we arrived. 

This excursion took place eight years ago. We set out upon 
it in the latter end of the cold weather and returned during the 
rains. It was the first excursion I was ever upon and I proceeded 
merely as a learner without any occupation being assigned to 
me, still I received 75 Rupees as my sh~1re while the stranglers 
and others who had particular duties to perform received much 
more but what that was I do not remember. It is the custom 
of the Augriahs to convey money and valuable property from one 
place to another sewed in their clothes and otherwise concealed 
about them but such is the experience of the Thugs in the practices 
they follow that such persons are sure to be discovered by them 
independent of which no single passenger, or passengers iil 
small parties escape their attacks. 

The year following a Gang of the Thugs assembled at Euriat 
where I resided, under the Jemadar Bhowana (Prisoner No.2, 
preparatory to proceeding on an excursion, and being invited to 
join them I did so. The Gang on this occasion consisted as well 
as I can remember of the following individuals, but at this distant 
period my recollection is far from being dear on this point nor 
do I retain a full and perfect remembrance of all the occurrences 
that took place during the excursion, but those I have to mention 
positively took place. 

* * * 

Being all ready we left Euria, and making one halt at Kachee 
Boroda, set out for Guzernt to which quarter it was resolved 
upon to proceed, and by regular stages reached to within four 
or five coss of Doobooee before we began our proceedings. Here 
we met two travellers armed with matchlocks. After they had 
passed as Bhowana sent a party of his men after them the names 
of whom I do not remember, but they soon rejoined us at 
Dubooee after having strangled the travellers and possessed them­
selves of their money. This they made it appear was twenty­
five rupees. I do not now remember the names of the party 
who perpetrated this deed. From Doobooee we went to Baroda 
and halting there two days, proceeded to Tankaria having made 
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four or five stages on the way, after which we went to a village 
called Than and on the way observed a traveller who with his 
baggage was on a hackery from which we succeeded in inveigling 
him to join us after which we strangled him. R:.imbuksh Poor­
bia (at large) was the strangler employed on this occasion, _assist­
ed by Dulla alias Dullia (at large). On the body of this tra­
veller was found forty Baba Shaee Rupees some Pooties in Gold 
and six white turbans. From there we went to Baukanair where 
we stopped a day and afterwards entered the districts of Huldoo 
and Moorbee. In our progress here we met two Kummul wea­
vers with loads of Kummuls on their backs, and thinking the 
loads might give cover to more valuable articles we strangled 
them when to our disappointment we found the loads consisted 
only -of Kummuls, besides twelve Rupees were found on them. I 
do not remember who the Thugs were who strangled them or 
m:sisted in the business. After this we continued moving about 
for some days without anything falling into our hands and. at 
leng!h went to Nugger. Here we found several Thugs belongmg 
to Nathoo Jemaadr (Prisoner No. 1) who had been sent to look 
out for travellers with property. These were Mana (Pris?ner 
No. 16), Futta (at large), Fouj Khan (Prisoner No. 11), Ruh1mta 
(dead). From them we learnt that Nathoo was with a Gang 
at Rajkote. On hearing this I quitted Bhowana's party and pro­
ceeded. with Nathoo's men to join. The stage before we reach­
ed Ra1kote we met a traveller going to that place whom we 
~,eset and strangled. Mana of Amba (Prisoner No. 16) was ~he 
1 hug who strangled him. Forty Rupees were found upon him. 
Nathoo and the Gang left Rajkote the day after we joined. Ac­
companied by us, we continued moving about from place to place 
for several days without anything coming in our way when Kulloo 
the father-in-law of Nathoo Jemadar fell sick. On his account 
we were obliged to stop 10 or 15 days until he recovered. vVe 
afterwards proceeded slowly towards Baroda and when within 
a short distance of the town myself and a few others went to 
it to enjoy ourselves while the Jemadar and the rest of the Gang 
continued to traverse the country in the vicinity. At Baroda we 
found Bhowana and his Gang who had been there some time, 
but a day or two after our arrival they left it to follow some 
travellers of whom they had received information. The same 
day, or the day after they returned with Bhowana and severai 
of his men wounded in the resistance which the travellers had 
made. Myself and the others who had come with me joined 
them and the next day we all set out for Dhakorjee. On the way 
we fell in with Nathoo and his men who also accompanied Bho­
wana to Dhakorjee where two days afterwards we all arrived. After 
remaining at Dhakorjee a few days the whole of the Thugs pro­
ceeded in search of. tr:1vellers and_ passengers under Nathoo to 
attend Bhowana until he should recover from his wounds and be 
able to take his post again. We nrocceded in the direction of 
Ahmedabad and after traversing the country in that neighbour­
hood for a considerable time without acquiring anything I became 
impatient to return home and accordingly left the Gang and ac­
comp,inied by Dulla (at large), Dutla (2nd) (at large), Futta 
lat lar~e) and Hussun of Roupoora (Prisoner No. 29) arrived at 
E1;1ria having returned by regular stages without attempting any­
thing on the way. 

!. 
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The following two seasons comprehending a period of about 
two years and a half I remained at home. The third season 
arrived when Dewa alias Roostum Jemadar (Prisoner No. 3) 
with other Thugs came to Euria with the intention of forming 
:1 Gang there and proceeding on an excursion. Accordingly a 
sufficient number was shortly assembled and a Gang, which 
I joined, was formed under the above Dewa. 

* * * 
After having completed all our arrangements we proceeded 

making regular stages by the way of Rajgurh, Jirry, Chandpoor, 
Chota Oodypoor, and Baroda having fixed upon Guzerat as the 
scene of our proceedings and Baroda the point from whence to 
commence upon them, arrived here we halted two days and 
resolved to proceed towards Kumbut (Combay). We according­
ly left Baroda and within two stages of our destination overtook 
two travellers bound for the same place. Having made their 
acquaintance and accompanied them a few coss we took our 
opportunity to carry into effect our designs upon them. The one 
being strangled by Khooshall (at large) and Himta (at large) and 
the other bv Malia (Prisoner No. 8) and Raheem alias Rahimta 
(Prisoner No. 19), Bukhsha (at large), Rassia (at large), Ajoo 
(at large) and Ruheemta (at large) were the Thugs who bur~ed 
the hoc.lie~. Twenty Rupees was all that was found upon them. 
After this we proceeded on our way to Kumbat and having pass­
ed one night on the road arrived here next day. We stopped 
these two days and proceeded afterwards in the Joonagurh direc­
tion and while on the second stage fell io with three travellers 
whon;1 we str:m,qled. Malia (Prisoner No. 6) and Ajoo (at large) 
strangled one, another was strangled by Oomla (at large) and 
Khooshall (at large) :md the third by Himta (at large) and Raeeta 
(Prisoner No. 7). The bodies were buried by Rahimta (dead), 
Bukhsha (at large), Fakeera (at large), Bahader (at lar_ge) and 
one or two others whose names I do not recollect. One hundred 
Rupees were found upon them. After this we went to Joonagurh 
where several of the Thugs who had a quarrel with Dewa the 
Jemadar separated from him and returned to Baroda, while he 
with the rest of the Thugs who remained with him took the 
direction of Nu,qger in which neighbourhood Nathoo Jemadar 
(Prisoner No. 1) with a Gang then was. Those who separated 
frnm Dewa were--

Moty (approver) under examination, Rambukhsh of Euria 
(at large), Ajoo (at large), Rassia (at large), Mana 
(approver No. 4), Peer Khan (Prisoner No. 42), 
Roostum (Prisoner No. 20), Bahadur (at large), 
Khooshall (at large), Himta (at large), Rambukhsh 
Poorbia (at large), Fouj Khan of Euria (dead), Malia 
(Prisoner No. 6). 

On our way to Baroda and about four coss beyond Bussooee we 
overtook two travellers, on whom we formed our designs. 
Up to this moment I have never inbrued my hands in the blood 
of any one but urged by Rambuksh Poorbia and others to make 
:111 attempt on one of these two travellers and having hitherto 
accompanied the Gangs for the purpose of qualifying myself to 
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take a part in the commission of their acts, besides having shared 
in the booty they had acuqired, I complied with their wishes 
on the present occasion and being prepared with the roomal 
assisted by Rambukhsh Poorbia (at large) and Malia (Prisoner 
No. 6) my relation, I strangled the traveller assigned to my hands. 
The other traveller was strangled by Ajoo (at large) and Himta 
(at large). One hundred and fifty Rupees were found upon them. 
Rassia (at large), Keessia (dead) and Bahader (at large) buried the 
bodies. These being my first and successful attempt, I with 
Rambukhsha who as the person who had initiated me took to 
himself credit on that account laid out five Rupees in sweetmeats 
and distributed them amongst our comrades in order to pro­
pitiate future success. 

At Baroda we remained one night and next morning directed 
our course homewards. At the first stage from Baroda two tra­
vellers proceeding to Malwa arrived and halted for the day. 
Rambukhsh Poorbia made acquaintance with them and by his 
address prevailed on them to take up their quarters with us. 
At night according to preconcerted design they were strangled. 
I strangled one of them assisted by Rumbukhsha and the 9ther 
was strangled by Rahimta assisted by Himta. About nmety 
Rupees were found upon them. They were buried by Khooshall 
(at large), Fouj Khan (brother of Anwar at large), since dead! 
and one or two others. At this stage Mana, Ajoo, Malia, Fou1 
Khan of Euria, Rassia separated from us and went to join Nathoo 
Je~iadar (Prisoner No. 1) who with his Gang was still in Guzerat 
while the rest of us continued our course home but without doing 
anything further. About a month after my return home I with 
otl,er Thugs wa~ seized on suspicion of being charatters of that 
description and carried to Jemadar but after being examined 
~nd kept some time in confinement ,/.,e were released on security. 
_l'his occurred about three years ago and prevented me from join­
mg in any of the excursions which the Thugs have since proceeded 
upon. 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

Examination of the Thug Approver Rama No. 3 
My name is Rama, age about 31 years. I am of the Naik 

caste. My father is <lead, his name was Heera. He was a Thug 
and brought up myself and only brother Dewah who died a few 
Years ago to be Thugs also. I have been on several of those 
excursions undertaken by the Thugs at certain seasons to acquire 
p_lundcr in the mode peculiar to them. I remember the Excur­
sion of Thugs that proceeded from Malwa to Guzerat about seven 
years :igo under the conduct of Bhowana Jemadar (Prisoner 
No. 2). Bhowana is my relation. I was present on that Excur­
sion and have a recollection of the more particular occurrences 
that happened while some of those of a common nature may have 
escaped my memory. I believe I can state the names of most 
of those Thugs who formed the Gang on that occasion. I can 
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speak positively to the offices the different individuals perform­
ed and recollect the names of some of those who were engaged 
in the several acts of murder perpetrated during that Excursion 
but it is now so long since it took place that many of them I 
have forgotten. 

+:- * 
I was then living at Ambyrama from whence I went and 

joined Bhowana at Euria in the Rutlam District where most of 
the Gang were assembled. In a few days afterwards we were 
all ready, and _started for Guzerat to which quarter it was 
determined we should proceed. We went by the usual route 
but the names of the different stages I do not remember. 

In the neighbourhood of Dabooee two travellers fell into 
our hands and we strangled them but all that I recollect of the 
matter is that they had a Tattoo which I believe was given by 
Bhowana to Omeida Jemadar the brother of Rama (approver 
No. 1). 

The next person who fell a victim to our designs was a 
traveller whom we met near Than. He was observed by 
Rambuk!lh Poorbia and was riding on a H~ckery which 
Rambukhsh prevailed upon him to quit and join us. He was 
afterwards strangled by Rambuksh. 

After this two Kummul wearen; were met and strangled but 
besides the bundles of Kumlies which they were carrying and a 
few Rupees nothing was found upon them. R.ambuksh Poor­
bia !,ltrangled one of them hut who strangled the other or what 
other Thugs were employed in this murder I do not remember. 

After this we went to Nug_gur where we heard of four 
Augriaqs proceeding towards Joria Runder· on which fBhowana 
sent a party under Fouj Khan Jemadar (since dead)l after them. 
The distance to Joria Bunder heing short ·they reached that 
place before they could be overtaken; we however went on to 
Joria and the next day left it in pursuit of three travellers 
whose departure we had observed, and having joined a11d accom­
panied them :1 considerable distance we strangled them. ·who 
the stranglers were on this ·occasion and what oroperty was 
found upon the traveller:; I do not remember. We halted at a 
village 1iear to where this took place from whence we sent a man 
to Bhowana who came and joined us, after which we all proceed­
ed to Rajkote. 

At Rajkote we formed an acquaintance with three Horse 
dealers who had seven horses which they were conveying into the 
country to disoose of and when they left Rajkote we accompanied 
them under the pretence set up by Bhowana that he wished to 
purchase their horses. The second or third Ftage after we left 
Rajkote we strangled them and seized their horses. R:11nbukhsh 
and Shew Lall Poorbia (both at large) were two of the Thugs 
who were employed and stranl!Ted them. 

Five of the horses were give~ into my charge to be taken 
to Baroda the other t:,vo were reta10ed o!1e by Bhowana Jemadar 
and another by FouJ Khan .Temadar (smcc de:id) according to 
the directions of Bhowana. I took the horses to Baroda but 
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did not succeed in effecting the dispos::il of them until the ::irrival 
of Bhow::ina with the other Thugs about 20 days or so afterwards, 
when three of them ,...,ere wld to two Mahr::ittas and the other 
two to other persons. 

Bhow:rna remained at B:1roda 10 or 12 days when l1e proceed­
ed on information that had been brought to him after three 
Augriahs. After coming up with them (the Augriahs) two of 
them were !'trangled but the third escaped and but for Bhowana 
who pursued him and cut him down with his sword not however 
before he had received three wounds from the Augriahs this 
victim would have got away altogether; then having separated in 
different parties we returned to Baroda where having halted dur­
ing the night we proceeded next mornin_g joined by Nathoo 
.Temadar (Pr;soner No. 1) and his gang to Dakorjee. 

After remaining a few da)'S at Dakorjee both Gan.~s were 
formed into one under Nathoo Jemadar ::rnd proceeded in the 
direction of Ahmedabad having left a few men to take care of 
Rhowana until he recovered. \Ve traver~ed the country in 
different directions in the neighbourhood of Ahmedabad for 
upwards of a month without (as well as I can remember) any­
thing falling into our hands when Bhow:ma who had recovered 
from the effects of his wounds joined us. 

After this we went towards Nug_~er and on our way fell in 
,·:ith a traveller whom we strangled. Three hundred Rupees 
were found upon him; hut to our great disappointment and 
chagrin the whole of them turned out to be counterfeit. 

A few days after this Nathoo separated from us taking a 
different direction while we continued in the neighbourhood of 
Nugger wandering. 

Some days afterwards we met two Augriahs whom we 
strangled. :'fwo thousand four-anna pieces were found upon 
them. 

After this we went towards Joonagur and Kumbat (Cambay) 
both of which places we visited and then began to turn our steps 
homewards by the way of Baroda. 

At Baroda we stopped one day. Here 10 or 15 Thugs re­
mained with the intention of not yet returning home but joining 
Nathoo Jemadar. Among those whom I remember were Mana 
approver No. 4), Himta (at large). Ruheem (Prisoner No. 19), 
Bukshha (Prisoner No. 17), the father of Raheem, and Ajoo (at 
large), the others have escaped my memory. 

Bhowana 3nd the rest of us continued our way home by 
regular stages and arrived some time in the beginning of the 
hot weather. 

. . I perfectly remember Moty (approver No. 2) leaving us to 
10111 Nathoo Jem::idar (then heard of being at R::ijkote) soon after 
we arrived in Guzerat. 

I was one of the party sent by Bhowana under Fouj Khan 
after the Augriahs proceeding to Joria Runder. We may have 
_gone a second time to Joria Runder hut I do not remember that 
we did. 
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Ameen Jemadar was mentioned by Bhowana as a person. 
who purchased horses for the Maharaja (the Gaickwar's) service 
and I tried to dispose of them there but failed as they were not 
of the proper desrription .. 
. I do not exactly remember whether or not Nathoo Jemadar 
with his Gang was at Baroda at the time Bhowana was wounded 
by the Augriah but rather think he was not, ;rnd that we met 
him on the way to Dakorjee when he joined us. Some of his 
~1en may have been at Baroda but I do not remember that any 
were. 
. I had a quarrel with Rama Jcmadar (approver No. 1) or 
rather he took offence at something I said to him and left us 
in consequence. I am not certain but think this took place 
in the neighbourhood of Ahmedahad. . 
.. After my return home from the Excursion to Gezerat I 
remained with my relation Bhowana Jemadar at Ambyrama in 
the Purtabgurh district for about six months when with him I 
rnoved to Ringnia in the Peeplouda Purgunah where we had 
been about one year when he (Bhowana) set about forming a 
Gang for anotl~er excursion and having collected ~hat he con­
sidered a wffic1ent number for the purpose accordingly started 
having fixed upon the Jeypore and Jodhpoor quart_ers for the 
excursion. 

* 
Proceeding by the usu::il Mewar road and making moderate 

iotages we arrived at a place called Jooria the second stage to 
the North of Shapoora before anything fell into our hands or 
w,Js attempted. At Jooria our designs fell upon three or four 
travellers proceeding to Jeypoor 3nd were strang,led by us at the 
distance of five or six co~s from th:it place. I do not remember 
the Thugs who were engaged in. perpetrating the murder nor 
what money was found upon the travellers but I recollect a shaul 
was obtained. 

F<>Ur or fi,·e stages m6re brouE!ht us to .leypore where after 
haltin6 six or seven dayi; we set out in the direction of Jodhpoor 
:ind o~ the way :it Kishengurh, which we visited we met with 
four travellerf. whom we determined to make an attempt upon 
and accordingly having formed an acquaintance with them, we 
kept them in our company for three or four d:1y~ before an 
opportunity" for effecting our purpose offere~. • At length near 
to Alneaw:iss we fell upon them and strangled them. Shew Lall 
Poorbia (at large) Nunda (Prisoner No. S), Dilla of Ambyrama 
and three or four other5 ,vhose names T have forgotten, were 
engaged in strangling them. 

This was the last act of the kind we perpetrated on this 
Excursion having immediately afterwards in consequence of the 
rains returned home. 

Between six and seven months after we returned from the 
excursion in the Mewar and Marwar quar_ter~, Rhowana having 
determined on another, proceeded to Euna in the Rutlam dis­
trict accompanied by 0mcida ~aik (at large) and Kooshal (at 
Luge) fpr the purpose of ~ol_lcctmg :i. Gan~ .. and ha<l_ ~nly been 
there ~ few days _wh_en he w,th ·Ome1d_a (at r.~rgeJ, Kooshala (at 
lai"l!e), Rmtoom (Prisoner No. 20), H,mta fot large),. Bukhr.hoo 
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(Prisoner No. 17), Khooshala, a Mussulman (at large) Moty 
(approver No. 2) and others were seized and carried to Rutlam 
where they were thrown into confinement~ and it was not until 
about a. . . . or more afterwards that they were set at 
liberty on producing security. Geerut Sing Thakoor of Ringnia 
a relation of the Thakoor of Peeplouda became Bhowana's 
security and carried him with him to Ringnia but some months 
after the Thakur and Bhowana had a violent quarrel about some 
demands which the Thakoor had made upon him, which, being 
too unreasonable, he had refused to comply with and in conse­
quence fearing the Thakoor's displeasure fled from Ringnia 
auring the night. The Thakoor hearing of his flight immediate­
ly afterawrds, sent Mhoggiahs after him to bring him back. The 
Mhoggiahs coming up with Bhowana attacked him and his 
friends and killed one of the Thugs who accompanied him while 
he and the re~t escaped and went to the village,. Motya some 
days after Bhowana proceeded to. Sagtilly in the Pertabgurh 
district. The name of the Thug who was killed by the Mhoggiahs 
was Roopa. Bhowana remain·ed some time at Sagtilly and 
afterwards purchased a house in the neighbouring village of 
Wasslaee (same district) where he carried his family and settled. 

After a considerable lapse of time Bhowana resolved on 
venturing upon an excursion, and having made arrangements with 
the Thugs who resided at Wasslaee he proceeded to Ambyrama 
to consult with Nathoo Jemadar (Prisoner No. I) and having 
with him laid his plans he called the \.Yasslaee Thugs to 
Ambyrama, and collecting those of that village who agreed to 
follow him, set out on his projected excursion. 

11-
* 

Some matters at home having detained me I did not &tart 
with Bhowana and the Gang, but' with other Thugs followed a 
few tlays afterwards and joined him near Ajmere. 

On joining T learnt from Bhowana and others of the Gan~ 
that two travellers had fallen into their hands and were strangled 
near Bholatukry. 

In a few days we arrived at Ai mere; from thence we went to 
Phokurjee and afterwacis to Mairtha makinf! some :::tagcs hetween 
and in a village beyond Mairtha met four travellers whom we 
joined, and_ starting with them the next day we strangled them 
on the road. Himta (:it large), Fukeera (2nd) of Kureea (P.ri­
soner No. 9). Fukeera of Wusslaee (prisoner No. 8), Omeida (at 
large) and Nunda (Prisoner No. 5) were the stranE!lers on this 
occasion. The names of those who buried the bodies I do not 
remember; some Poot lie~ (foreign Gold Coins) wtre found upon 
them. 

After this we went to Patee, thence to Jalore, and from 
.Talore we proceeded to Bheelrnal, leaving Bheelmal we met four 
travellers in the way whom we joined and accompanied to the 
end of the day's journey when we orevailcd on them to take 
un their onarters along with us, b•1t h·ere r>ot having an ooportu­
nity to effect our purpose we started with them the next morn­
ine and on the way strangled them. RuheeT'1 nlias Ruheemta 
(Prisoner No. 19), Hirota (at large), .l.ooma (Prisoner No. 18), 
Fukeera (2nd) of Kurreea (Prisoner No. 9), Nunda (Prisoner 
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No. 5), Omeida (at large) and another ,vhose name I have for­
gotten were the stranglers. Khoman (Prisoner No. 22), Joda 
(dead), Rumzany (at large), Rassia fat large) and others, but 
whose names I do not recollect, buried the bodies a few small 
carpets was all thal was obtained. ' 

A fe,v days _after this making moderate slages we arrived at 
Deesa and movrng from thence on the second stage beyond it 
fell in with two traveller:; whom we beset and strangled shortly 
after meeting them. I do not remember the names of the Thugs 
who strangled them nor do 1 recollect the amount or description 
of the booty obtained. 

Two days ::ifter this another traveller fell into our hands 
an<l was strangled from whom a few Rupees were obtained but 
the names of the Thugs who strangled him I do not remember. 

After this we proceeded to Seetapore; from Seetapore we 
went towards Kattywar and moving about in different directions Kathiawar. 
for the space of fifteen or twenty days, we did nothing )"hen at 
length four Augriahs fell into our hands. and were strangled. 
Himta (at large), Ruheem (Prisoner No. 19), Nunda (Prisoner 
No. 5), Omeida (at large), Fukeera of Kurrea (Prisoner No. 9), 
Oomla (at l::irge) and another Thug whose name I do not 
recollect, were the stranglers. A number of Native Ornaments 
set with precious stones, also a quantity of small pearls were 
found uppn the bodies. . 

What with this rather rich booty and the rainy season being 
at hand, we are induced to think of returning home and accord­
ingly began to retrace our steps, and reached our homes about 
the middle of the wet season without any more travellers falling 
a victim to our designs. 

I remember perfectly the names of the Thugs who accom­
panied and joined Bhowana and the Gang with me near Ajmere, 
their names are as follows:-

Omeida, Jooda, Nunda, Dewa alias Lala, Koman of Roo­
poora. 

• The first part of the Rains was nearly over before we reached 
home and about a month or two afterwards we were all seized. 

I gave the greater number of the articles that fell to my 
share during this last Excursion to Ghassyram Bunnya of 
Peeplouda. L also gave some few things to other Bunnyahs but 
do not recollect their names. Bhowana Jemadar and others also 
gave things to Ghassyram. 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

Examination of the Thug Approver Mana No. 4 

My name is Mana-Age about forty-five years, caste Afghan. 
J. am a Thug by profession w~ich has b~en· that of my family for 
generations past. My father ts dead, his name was Joomal; he 
died when I was about twenty years of age; before that event 
I had never been on any Thug excursion, my father having 
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always gone accompanied by my elder brother; ·but after his 
death I occasionally went on these excursions as the only mode 
I had been taught to look to_ for my support. Th~ nam~ of my 
elder brother is Bukheha a[zas Bakhshoo, who with his son, 
Ruheem, my nephew, is a prisoner (Prisoners Nos. 17 and 19). 

I have too imperfect recollection of the excursions on 
which I ,vent in more remote years to .give any satisfactory ac­
count of them; but those on which I have been within the la~t 
seven or eight, are sufficiently fresh in my remembrance to be 
able to mention the greater number of the murders that were 
committed during them respectively. And though I may not h_e 
able to state the names of the different Thugs actually engaged 
in the perpetration of the sever:iT murders, I remember nearly 
all the names of the stranglers who were present on these excur­
sions whose office it was to strangle the passengers or travellers 
who fell into the hands of the Gang and in which office some of 
them were, on every occ::ision, invariably employed. 

I was present on the excursion that took place under Bhowana 
Jemadar about seven years ago. I remember he came from 
Ambyrama with a considerable number of Thugs whom he had 
collected there and the neighbouring villages, to Euria where 
I then resided, and whenc~ after the Gang which I joined was 
completed, we started for uuzerat. 

* 
Having started we reached Duboee in about seven or eight 

days, proceeding by the usual route and there two Travellers 
from the Bhooj Quarter fell into our hands, and were strangled 
but afl that 1 further remember of the occurrence is that, some­
thi np; about forty or fifty Rupees were found upon them, and a 
Tattoo belonging to one of them was given by Bhowann to 
Omeida Jemadar (dead). 

After this we went to Baroda, making one stage about half 
way, we arrived there the next day. At Baroda we remained six 
or seven days and afterwards proceeded to Dhoolka, from thence 
in two or three days to Kate, from Kate to Than, and the day 
we left Than a traveller riding on a Hnckery took our attention. 
Ram Bukhsh Poorbia w:-is sent to form an acquaintance with 
him and endeavour to persuade him to join us which he succeed­
ed in doing, and after he had been with us one day an opportu­
nity having offered for carrying our designs upon him into 
effect he was strangled by Ram Rukhsh and Dilla (at large) 
Forty Rupees were found upon him. 

After this we went to Nuggur and while there two Augriah~ 
were observed to Teave it for Jooria after whom Bhowana went 
with a party of ten or fifteen Thugs, but they escaped from him. 

Bhownna remained one night at .Tooria and was about to 
retu_rn the next day to Nuggur when he heard of three Augriahs 
hav1nit been observed to leave the olace in some direction upon 
which he sent the Je~adar F~uj Khan (dead), Rama Je'madar 
(approver No. 3), Ch1tra (Prisoner No. 4), Dilla (at large) 
Bhooljee (Prisoner No. 37), Khooshal (Prisoner No. 15)' 
Bukhsha (Pr_isoner No. 17) and a few others to beset them; thi~ 
p:ir!y accordn1;gly went on th<; track of the Augriahs, and succeed­
ed m overtakmg and stranglmg them. 
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From a village where this party had halted after strangling the 
three Augriahs, they sent :i man to call Bhowana who had re­
turned to Nuggur. He accordingly took the rest of the Gang 
with him and went to the village where they were and found that 
they had called him to consult about taking in hand some Horse 
Dealers whom they had seen. It being decided to attack the 
Horse Dealers, we left the village in search of them and proceed­
eJ to Nuggur in which direction we heard they had gone. On 
our arriv:il at Nuggur we found them, and h:iving formed an 
acquaintance with them, accompanied them on their way when 
they left 1t and one stage before Rajkotc we set upon them and 
strangled them, after which we possessed ourselves of their horses 
and the money that was found up<;:>n them. Ram Bukh~h PC?or­
bia (at large) and Shew Lall Poorb1a (at large) were the Principal 
sfram,:lers on the -occ:ision, the names of the others who assisted, 
I do·- not remember. There were seven horses, and about one 
hundred Rupees were found on the bodies of the dealers. One 
horse Bhowana ret:iined for his own use-·and the rest were sent 
to Baroda to be disposed of. 

After this the Gang w:is divided into two Parties, one under 
Bhowana and the other under Fouj Khan, Jemadar. The latter 
went in the Ahmedabad direction, while the former, with which 
I was, proceeded tow:irds Camb:iy. 
• After moving about fi.ve or six days, we fell in with one 

Augriah and strangled him, and found upon him three hundred 
counterfeit or bad Rupees. DilJa (at alrge) was the Thug who 
strangled this Augriah. 

Six days after this we proceeded towards Joonagurh, and on 
the way, met two passengers with :i camel, on whom we formed 
our designs :ind strangled. I do not remember the names of 
stranglers employed on this occasion and to the Booty obtain­
ed I only recollect of wme Kattyawat Saddles. 

Five days after this two passengers carrying each a bundle of 
Cnmlies. fell into our hands and were strangled. This happened 
near Rrmkanair. Besides the Cumlies a fe,v Rupees, hut how 
many, I do not recollect, ,vere obtained. The names of the 
Thugs who strangled them, I do not remember. 

The next enterprise was upon two Augriahs whom we met 
near Dhoolajee and Khurndoob, in whose clothes and about 
their bodies we founrl two thomand four-anna Rupees or Pieces, 
I do not remember the names of the Thugs who strangled them. 

Ten or twelve days after this we went to Baroda where w~ 
remained nearly a month _when our i;pie< who had constantly 
durin~ tha~ time been lookm~ out for. objects worthy of forming 
an enterprise upon, brought rnformation of three Augriahs hav­
ino left the Town and proceedings in a certain direction. 
Bl;owrina immediately took a select party with him and went 
after them :111d about two. stnges from Baroda fell upon them. 
Two d them were immediately strangled: but the third escaoed 
frcm the hands of those who made the same attempt on him; 
hn.l" was killed hv Bliowann who cut hint down with his ,word 
:1ftcr :, short res)stanC"e. Rhow:rna W:li: on this ncc;ision severely 
wou11<led bv the A1n!r::1h a~; also othe_rs of the Thugs who pur­
sued him. • After this Bhowana returned to Baroda and from 
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thence accompanied by Nathoo Jemadar (Prisoner No. 13) and 
his Gang, proceeded to Dhakhorjee, to remain there until he 
recovered from his wounds. From· Dhakoorjee we went under 
the conduct of Nathoo in conseguence of Bhowana's wounds 
which prevented him from accompanying us, and moved about 
the country for fifteen or twenty days when Bhowana joined us 
after which the two Gangs, Nathoo's and Bhowana's which in the 
latter's absence, had formed a junction and proceeded under 
Nathoo, separated and took different directions, our party 
(Bhowana's Gang) continued to move for some time longer about 
Nuggur, but I do not remember that any travellers fell into our 
hands when we determined to proceed homewards. We accord­
ingly came to Baroda when myself and several others changed our 
intention of going home at that time and allowed Bhowana and 
the rest of the Gang to continue their progress homeward while 
we remained at Baroda in.tending to join Nathoo; but this inten­
tion we gave up and followed Bhowana a few days afterwards. 

I was not myself present with the party that went after the 
Augriahs to Jooria Bunder and what I have mentioned of the 
three Augriahs who were strangled while proceeding from that 
place, I heard from those of the Party who were present when 
they returned. 

It was impressed on my memory that Bhowana himself 
headed the party to Jooria Bunder though certainly the greater 
part of the Gang remained at Nua!!gur until called to the village 
by Fouj Khan's Party to consult about the Horse Dealers. 

After Bhowana returned to Nuggur, Fouj Khan became the 
leader of the party sent after the Augriahs who were seen to leave 
Jooria Bunder. • 

There were three Horse Dealers and seven Horses and a& 
well as I remember, one Horse only was retained by Bhowana 
and the rest sent to Baroda to be sold. 

T think Nathoo and his gang were at Baroda and arrived a 
day or so before the attack on the three Augriahs in which 
Bhowana was wounded and that some of his men accompanied 
Bhowana on that occasion~ such is my recollection of these cir­
cumstances. 

The two thousand four-anna pieces- as well as I can remember 
were obtained before we went to Dhakorjee. 

After the excursion on which I we~t under Bhowana (the 
above ~excursion on which the Approver has been examined) I 
remained upwards of two years at home when Dewa of Kachy 
Baroda (Prisoner No. 3) came to Euria to collect men for an 
excursion, when I engaged myself to him and was included in 
the gang he formed. 

* * 
Guzerat was the quarter to which we proceeded, and after 

reaching that province we took to the Cambay road an_d within 
about ten coss of that town fell in with travellers coming from 
the direction of Baroda both of whom we strangled, but I do 
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not remember the names of any of the Thugs by whose hands 
they were murdered, an~ I have only a faint re~ollection as to 
the Booty that was obtamed, that it was somethmg about forty 
or fifty Rupees. 

After this we proceeded towards Joonagarh and on the way 
we met two or perhaps three Travellers. I do not exactly re­
collect which, who were strangled by us but beyond the act of 
murder I have no recollection as to whd were the actual perpe­
trators, or what money or property was found on the bodies. 

After this Wt: proceeded to Joonagurh and remained there 
some time. Durmg our stay at Joonagurh a quarrel hrcke out 
between Dewa and others of the ~ang in consequence of which 
the following Th?gs refused any longer to serve under him and 
separated from him:-

Hirota, Ajoo1 Shabaz, Malia, Raeeta, Tukora, Ram 
Buk~sh Poorbia, Moty, Mana (under examination), 
Rassia, Roostum and Peer Khan. 

Upon this separation we (the approver under examination 
and the above Thugs) immediately quitted Joonagurh, leaving 
Dewa and the re~t of the Gang at that place. and proceeded to­
<Vards Baroda. On our way we strangled four travellers, two 
during one stage and two during another. The strnnglers on 
these two occasions~ that I remember, were Ram Buksh Poorbia 
(at large), Ajoo (at large), and Moty ,approver No. 2.) The 
latter I particularly remember as it was the first time he had 
attem'pted to put the roomal in practice (to perform the act of 
strangling). I do not remember anything regarding the money 
or property found upon the travellers. After this we arrived 
at Baroda, and having remained there a few days, the following 
Thugs of this party separated to return home:-

Ram Bukhsh, Moty, Hirota, Peer Khan1 Tukora and 
Rassia, 

while myself (approver under examination) and the rest remain­
ed at Baroda. 

About fifteen days after we had been at Baroda Nathoo 
Jemadar with a gang_ under him arrived from the Nuggur quarter 
and as it was the ramy season stopped there. 

About a month or so afterwards, when the weather cleared 
up Nathoo with his gang, whom we had joined left Baroda and 
proceeded towards Ahmed~bad, which quarter of the country 
we traversed for some time, when at !enc.1th we obtained 
information. of five Augriahs and having got t~pon their track, 
soon came rn contact with them :!nd strangled them. Of the 
~tranglers who acted on the ?Ccas1on I remember Fukeera of 
Kunea (Prisoner No. 9), Ruh1mta (at lar,!!e), Shew Lall Poorbia 
(at large) and Mana of Amha (Prisoner No. 16), the names of 
the others I have forgotten but they were all men of Nathoo's 
Gang. Property to a _large amount was found upon the bodies 
consistin~ of Gold, Silver, Pearls, and such valuable articles. 
After this we returned home. 

I remember perfectly well that Moty (approver No. 2) when 
he strangled one of the trav~llers who fell into our hands bet­
ween Joonagurh and Baroda m consequence of its being his first 
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assay in strangling, distributed sweetmeat amongst us,· as was 
usual on such occasions. 

I made a mistake in stating that four travellers fell into our 
hands between Joonagurh and Baroda, that four were strangled 
bv us about that time, is the fact; but 1 now remember that only 
two of them fell into our hands on that line of Road and that the 
other two were strangled at a village on the Malwa side of 
Baroda shortly after night-fall, the mime of the village I do not 
remember but it was from thence that I and the others who re­
mained behind separ:ited from those who proceeded homewards, 
and returned to Baroda. 

I received as my share of the Booty, acquired by the murder 
of the five Augriahs perpetrated, as I have already stated, by the 
men of Nathoo's Gang, eight strings of small pearls, one and a 
half Rupees weight of gold, and eight Rupees in Silver. 

I do not know what Nathoo took as his share, or gave to 
the men of his Gang, but it must have been something consider­
able. 

After returninit from the excursion with Nathoo and his 
Gang as I have before stated, I remained at home until last year 
when I accompanied Bhowana Jemadar (Prisoner No. 2) on o!1e, 
which he then projected, and proceeded upon, with a _gang which 
he formed for the purpose consisting of the following Thugs • 

• * • 
Meywar and Marwar were the quarters fixed upon for the 

excursion toward~ which we started. and in about eight days 
reached Shahpoor. About two coss from this Town near a pl~ce 
called Bholatgeery, we made our first enterprise on two travellers 
whom, after joining and accompanying a short way, seizing them 
completely off their guard, we str:rn~led them. One of the 
stranglers was Fukeera, but whether Fukeera of Musslaee (Pri­
soner No. 8) or Fukeera, of Kuneea (Prisoner No. 9), I cannot 
state positively, was anothn of the stranglers. Joo ma (J:'risoner 
No. 18), Omla (at large), Ruheem (Prisoner No. 19), H1mta (at 
large), :ind one of the Fukcer~'i ~cizcd and held their hands and 
legl'. But as I have just said T do not remember which of the 
Fukeeras took the latter part, and which used the Roomal hut 
that they were both engaged in this murder I can positively and 
with truth affirm. Rassia and Omeid:i (both at large) and two 
or three others buried the bodies. Fifty or sixty Rupees was all 
that were found upon them. 

After this we went to Ajmere from thence to Mairtha and 
Palee, and between the two last places fell in with, and strangled 
~.ur travellers who were proceeding together to the latter Town. 
1 ne stran!.!fers who perpetrated thh, murder were, Oomla (at 

large), Dilla (at large) Shair Khan (Prisoner No. 10), Omeida 
fat large), Himta (at large) Fukeera of Kunecra (Prisoner. No. 
9), Nunda (Prisoner No. 5) and Fukeera of Musslaee (Prisoner 
No. 8), Jooda (dead), Rassia (nt large) and others whom I do 
not now remember, buried the bodies. Upon them were found 
four or . five. Pootlies (Gold coins) and twenty or twenty-five 
Rupees 10 Stiver. 
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After this we proceeded to Palee from thence to Bheelmal, 
after leaving which we c.ame up with four travellers whom we 
joined, and forming w acquaintance with them, found they were 
proceeding to Guzerat. vVatching our opportunity, we &trang,Ied 
them after having proceeded in their company a short way. The 
stranglers on this occasion were Fukeera of Musslaee (Prisoner 
No. 8), Oomla (at large), Nunda (Prisoner No. 5), Omeida (at 
large), Ruheem (Prisoner No. 19), Hirota (at larg~), Shai_r Khan 
(Prisoner No. 10), Jooma (Prisoner No. 18), and two or three 
others whose names I do not recollect. Some carpets, a few 
Rupees, :md some things of trifling value, were obtained. Ram­
zany (at large), Khoman of Ambyrama (Prisoner No. 22) and 
others buried the Bodies. 

Having resolved upon proceeding to Guzerat, we pursued 
the road in that direction and shortly afterwards fell in with two 
Travellers whom we strangled. Nunda (Prisoner No. 5), 
Fukeera of Musslaee (Prisoner No. 8.), Omeida (at large) and 
Hirota (at lar_ge) were the stranglers. About one hundred 
Rupees were found upon them. 

After this near Seetpoor another traveller fell into our hands 
and was strangled; but I do not remember who on this occa­
sion were the stranglers that were employed. Something very 
trifling ,,,as found on the body, about ten or twelve Rupees. 

Some days :ifter this having travelled a long way without 
meeting with any enterprise we at length got information of four 
Augriahs whom we went after, and having overtake?,1,., strangled 
them. Shair Khan (Prisoner No. 10), Fukeera of .l\.unea (Pri­
soner No. 9), Jooma (Prisoner No. 18), Oomla (at large), 
Ruheem (Prisoner No. 19), Himta (at large), Nunda (Prisoner 
No. 5) and Omeida (at large) were the principal stranglers. 
Native orn:iments of gold set with precious stones of consider­
able value were found concealed in their clothes. 

Being satisfied with the result of this enterprise we returned 
home, without attempting any more, and arrived about the 
middle of the rains. A two months or so afterwards we were 
all seized. 

The native ornaments and other Articles of booty acquired 
by the murder last mentioned of the four Augriahs were divided 
on the sp<;lt; the ornaments bein_g broken up for that purpose, 
2nq I received as my share, four Rupees weight of these Articles 
which after I returned home I sold to Ghassy Ram Bunnyah of 
Peeplouda for fifty Rupees. 

We proceeded on this occasion in the beginning of the hot 
weather last year (between March and April 1831) and as I have 
stated returned about the middle of the following rains (July­
August following). 

I do not _remember Rama _(Approver No. 8), being present 
on the excursion and that he did not start at the same time that 
Bhowana and the rest of us did, but with others joined us after­
wards somewhere about Ajmere. 

I d~ not remember the names of all those who joined after­
wards with Rama but recollect that Nunda, Koman alias Komara 
of Roopoora and Jooda were amongst them. 

-- ·--.. ·--···--------·--····· • -·,.;·.,t•1·.-.· • ... ··· 

Gujarat 
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Omeida as I have mentioned_. though a strangler, assisted 
on the occa;ion. I have aHuded to in my examination, in bury­
ing the bodies and though it never happened that those who 
!1a_d._ not been ;egul~rly taught the use of the _Roomal and duly 
initiated in the busmess and office of the strangler, were even 
so employed or even allowed to assi~t in holding the arms and 
legs of the victims while they were being stran~led; the stranglers 
sometimes assisted of their own accord, or, as occasion might 
require, in carrying the bodies to a convenient spot and bury­
ing them. 

Bhowana Jemadar, with whom I had an account, disposed 
of my share of booty acquired on this excursion, to the 
Bunnyahs for me. 

GPN-6-RCS-4-4-39-100. 

(Sd.) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 
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