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DAKHAN HISTORY.
PART 1.

Tre districts which form the subject of this article, the home of
the Mardthds and the birth¢place of the Mardtha dynasty, stretch for
about 150 miles along the Sayhidri hills between the seventeenth and
nineteenth degrees of latitude, and at one point pass as far as 160
miles inland. All the great Mardtha capitals, Poona Sdtdira and
Kolhipar, lie close to the Sayhidris under the shelter of some hill
fort ; while the Musalmdn capitals, Ahmadnagar Bijépur Bedar and
Gulburga, are walled cities in the piain. Of little consequence under
the earlier Musalmdn rulers of the Dakhan; growing into importance
under the kings of Bijipur and Ahmaduagar ; rising with the rise of
the state, the foundations of which Shivdji laid in the seventeenth
century, these districts became in the eighteenth century the seat of
an empire reaching from the Panjib to the confines of Bengal and
from Delhi to Mysor.

Early in the Christian era Mahdrdshtra is said to have been ruled by
the great Salivdhana, whose capital was at Paithin on the Goddvari.
At a later period a powerful dynasty of Chdlukya Réjputs reigned
over a large part of Mahdrdshtra and the Karnatak, with a
capital ab Kalydn, 200 miles north-west of Sholipur., The Chdilukyas
reached their greatest power under Télapa Deva in the tenth century,
and became extinet about the end of the twelfth century, when the
Jddhav or Yddav rdjis of Devgiri or Daulatibdd became supreme.
This was the dynasty which was ruling at the time of the Musalmin
invasion in A.p. 1204, We find, besides, that there was a rija at
Panbdla near Kolhipur at the end of-the twelfth century, whose
power extended as tar north as the Nira river. e was conquered by
Singhan the Rijput rija of Devgill, whose camp is shownat Mbasurna
near 1'usesdvli in the S:itara district. The Ghit Matha or Hichland
Konkan was from an early period in the hands of the Sirké family:

The first Musalmién invasion ook place in 4.0, 1294, bub the Yadav
dynasty was ot extinguished till A.p. 1312. The copquest of the coun-
try was long imperfeet, and we find Farishtah recording an attack made
in A.p. 1340, by Muhammad Ttghlak, the emperor of Dethi, on N dgndk,
a Koli chief, who held the strong fort of Kondhina now Sinhgad,
twelve miles south-west of Poona, which was not reduced until after au
eight months’ siege.

The Dakhan remained subject to the emperor of Delhi tili A.p. 1345,
when the Musalmén nobles revolted from Mubammad Tuaghlak -and
establishel the Bahamani dynasty whose first capital was'at Gulburga
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about sixty miles east of Sholipur. " The open couniry acknowledged
the power of the Buhamani sovereigns without w strugele.  In A, 1126
Ahmad Shih Bahamani changed the apital to Bidar, said by Farishtah
to have been an old Hindu eapital, abont a handred miles farther east.
Tarishitah mentions that about A.n. 1438, in the veign of Ali-ud-din
Bahamani, Sholipur was seized by the king's brother Mubammatl
Khdn, who had revolted; Lbut he was soon defeated and the forg
retaken.

The terrible famine called after Durgddevi, the Destroyer, is said to
have lasted throughout Mahdrishtra for twelve years from A.D. 1396 to
1408.  The country was depopulated ; the hills and strong places whicl,
had been conquered by the Musalmins fell again into the hands of
Maritlha chiefs, and the Bahamani kings had to recover the lost ground.

Inap. 1420 an expedition under Malek-ul-Tujir was sent to subdue
the Ghdts and the Konkan. He put down the Rdmoshi robbers in
the Khatdo desh and the Mahddev hills; penetrated to Wi and even
into the Konkan, and took measures for the cultivation of the land ;
but the effects of the expedition were not lasting. Another force sent
n A.p. 1436 by Ald-ud-din reduced the rajis of Rairi (Rdygad) and Son-
kebr. At last in a.p. 1451 mo: e systematic etforts were made to subdue
the country. Malek-ul-Tujar was sent in command of a consideral)e
fox'cc. He made Chikan, a village eighteen milqs north of Poopa, bis
hea-d-qua,rters; a stone forg still existing wos brtit there ; the hill fort
of Shivner, which overlooks the town of Junoar, was taken, and o
Musalmdn garrison placed in 16, Junnar soon becare the head-quarters
of the Musalmans in the west, and in a fairer country they could
not }lave settied, M alek-ul-Tujér then overran the lands of the Sirkg
family, their chicf surrendered, and induced the Musalmdn leader to
march against the rija of Keina (now Vishilgad), When the invad-
ng forces were entang'ed in the dense wilds he gave informatior
to the rdja, who surrounded and massacred the greater number, a fate
not unlike that which befell another Musalmin army in the defiles
of the Ghits two hundred vears later, when Shiviji achieved one of his
most notable exploits. A few stragglers retired to Chakan, and
quarrels broke out hetween the Mughals who held the fort and the
. "'kl,’a“ troops; the latter, Leing the more numerous, besieged the
1\.[“8‘1‘9415, forced them {o surrcndér, and then treacherously murdered
t{n'e m, though many of them were Saiads. This story Favishtah
reates at great, length and with much fecling, dwelling with pleasuce
on the retribution which overtook the murderers of the descendants of
the Prophet, S

Tn 4.0.1472 Mahmad Gdwdn, the great minister of the last indepen-
dent Bahaman; cing, made another effurt to subdue the hill country.  He
foreed s Wway thiough the forests, and did rot leave the conntry till
h\e had reduced the lesser forts and finally Kelna (Vishdlgal) ilself.
Subsequently he made a new distributic. of the Bahamani dominions,
Junnar was Made the head-quarters of a provinee whicl comprehended
,Il fldél““', .W.éj, ﬁhe Man desh,' Belgaum, and ‘p.n’rts of fhe }'{ or'ﬂmn_
i'he other districts on the Bhima were uader hdpur, while Sheldpur
Gulbarga and Purenda formed a separate provinee.
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Yustaf Adil Shih, the founder of the Bijdipur dynasty, was mnl- Jert I
ecoverncr of Bijipur; Ahmad Shdh, the founder of the Ahmadna; . Poos
dynasty, was sent to Junnar; Gulbarga was entrusted to Dustur Din:u, “ATHEL AAD
an Abyssinian; while Purenda Sholdpur and eleven districts were held Stord CR
by two brothers, Zein Khin and Khwaja Jahdn, Ahmad Nizm ~hon et e

went to Jumnar about A.p. 1485, Ile found that Shivner, the it
of Juunar, had Tallen into the hands of the Marithds, and -t cre

reduced it Ie then took Chiwand, Lohogad, Purandlar, Kondieina

(Sinhgad), and many Lerts in the Konkan, and brought his ch:rye into

good order. 2 7

The {all of the Bahamani dynasty was now at hand, and the great artion of
nobles had beesme virtually independent.  The first who rose in revy!. e Dakian
was Bahddur Gelini, who governed the country south of the Varna R
river; he was sooun defeated and killed. Then Zein-ud-din, the
jabgirddr of Chdkan, rebelled with the aid of Yusaf Adil Shih. Neat
Ahmad Nizdm Shih threw off Lis allegiance in 1489 : he was attacked
by Zeinud-din, but the latter was driven into the fort of Chukna,
the fort was stormed and Zein-ud-din killed in the fight. Aleut
this time (4.0.1159) Yusif Adil shah of Bijapur also assertedl his
independencs and made himself master of the country as” far noith as
the Bhima.

The new kings of the Dakhan made a kind of partition treaty in
A0 1491, by which the coyntry north of the Nira and east.of Karmala,
tagether with some of the present Sholdpur districts, were assigned to
the Nizdm Shiah king, while the country south of the Nira and Bhima
was allotted to the Bijipur sovereign. The lesser chiefs who had join-
¢d in the revolt against the Bahamani kings were gradually subdued
Ly the more powerful.  Dastur Dindr, who held Gulbarga, was cefeated
and driven away in A.p. 1495, and again in A.D. 1498 Ly Yusaf Adil
Shih ; but Le returned cach time, and it was not till A.n. 1504 that
Le was fimally defeated and killed and Gulbarga anuexed to the
Bijdpur ¢ominions.

The districts of Purenda and Sholapur were held as mentioned ahove
by the brothers Khwdjn Jahdn and Zein Khén. In a quarrcl between
them, Alimad Nizdra Shih took the part of Kbwija Jahdn and Yusur
Adil Shdh that of Zein Khdn, who was-thus enabled to get possession
of the five and a half districts round Sholdpur. These he held till after
the death of Yusaf Adil Shih. Kamil Khén, the regent, who ruled
daring the minority of Yustf’s son, wished to supplant the young
king, aund arranged with Amir Berid, the minister of the Bahamani
kine at Bidar, that he should be allowed to take Sholdpur, while Amir
Berid took the districts lately held by Dastur Dindr, and that both of
them should dethrone their masters. -In accordance with this agree-
‘ment he besieged and took Sholdpur in 1511, which with its districts
‘was annexcd to Bijdpur. Amiv Berid took Gulbarga, but Kaméal Khdn
was soon after assassinated, an’. Gulbarga recovered. Purenda and its
five and a half districts remained for many years under Khwija Jahdn,
who scems to. have been a half-independent vassal of the king of

Ahmadnagar.
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Tn A.D.1523, when, after one of their numerous wars, peace was
made between the kings of Bijdpur and Ahmadnagar, the sister of
Ismael Adil Shéh was given to Burhén Nizdm Shidh and Sholdpur was
promised as her dowry, bui it was not given up. During the next
forty years the claim to Sholipur by the Nizdm Shih kings was the
canse of constant wars. In a.D.1524,1in 4.D.1528, and in A.D. 1531,
Burhdn Nizém Shéh iavaded the Sholipur districts, and each time he
was defeated. Again in A.p.1542 he overran them and made them
over to Khwdja Jahdn, but they were restored on peace being made
in the following year, Once mere in 1548, Burhdn took Gulbarga and
Kalydn, and inflicted 2 severe defeat on Ibrdbhim Adil Shéh ; and the
next year he took Sholipur, again defeating the Bijapur forces; and for
some ycars he held the conquered districts. Trritated at his defeats
Ibribim Adil Shdh suspected the fidelity of one of his chicf nobles
Seif Kin-ul-Mulk Geléni, and drove him into revolt by his harsh
treatinent ; he vetived into the M:in desh, and by degrees overran the
country as far south as Miraj, defeating the detachments sent aguinsg
hirn, and finally an army commanded by the king in persou, whom he
drove into Bijipur. In this diflicuity Ibrihim applied to Rédmraj,
king - of Bijinagar, who sent a force which defeated Reif Ioin.yj.
Mulk and forced him to fly to the Ahmadnagar termitory, where 1y
was killed.

After his aceession to the throne, Ali Ad'15hdh, son of Ihrdhin, ntade
an alliance with Idmrdj and witacked the king of Ahmadnagar, TIn
the war which followed. the latter was borne down by the supevioy
forees of his enemies and Lis capital was twice besieged, but he sti]]
held the fort of Sholdpur. At last (A.D. 1563) the l)lllls‘bl.ln:‘l.n kings,
alarmed at the power of Rimrij, and (l_}'::gnstcd_ \}'lt:l his m'so!e.nce,'
formed a lozgue against him. Hussiu Nizdm Shih gave his sister
Chanil Bibi to Ali Adil Shah and with her Sholipur a.m_‘. s dlSi-licts)
and next vear was fought the great battle of ‘Lilikot, wlhich resuited in
the death of Idmraj and the complete defeat of his army.

For some years there was peace ; bub in A.D. 1520 Dildwar Khin, who
had been regent of Bijépur, fied to Ahmadnagar, :113(1 711?,2'0(1 l‘iur‘n:in
Wizdm Shah T 1. to try and recover Sholipur. ~ In A.D. 15024 22y arivanced
into ihe Vijipur territory, but Ibrahim Alil Shah manavael to win baelk

. ke ’ : e BT A .
Ditiwnr Khin; and having gob him into his pover, fenv hioi us a

piisoner fo the fort of Sitaras and quickly feiced the Lhunadnugar
treops to retive.

Soon after this the Mughai princes of Deili begau to invade the
Dakhan, and in 4.0, 1800 Ahmadnacar fell.  The country was however
only temporarily subdued, and was speeliiy recovered by Malek Ambar,
an Abyssinian chief, who made Aumnga.ibzi:‘l, then eaile! Kharki, the
capital of the Nizdm Shih kings. I 2.p. 1616, Shiéh Jahin agaia
conyuered the greater part of the Ahmad nagar territory ; butin A.p. 1529
the country was given up by the Mughal governor Khin Jahin Lodi,
A war ensued, and in A.p. 1633 Danlatibad was {aken and the king
wade prisoner ; but Shahji Bhonsla, cne of ihe leading Mardiha chiefs,
set up another member of the ro’yal family, overran the Gangthari
snd Poona districts, and with the help of the Bijépur troops drove back
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the Mughals from Purenda,  Shdh Jabhdn now marched into the Dakhan
1p person, besieged Bijdpur, und forced the king to come to terms (4.p.
1636).  "The country seized by Shdhji was then easily recovered ; that
chicf surrendered in 4.p. 1657, and the Nizdm Shdh dynasty come to an
end. The country north of the Bhima, including Junnar, was annexed
to the Mughal territory, dnd that south of it was made over to Bijdpur.
Shahji trok service under.the king of Bijépur, and received the jihgir
of Poona and Supa, to which Indépur Bérdmati and the Mdwal
country near Poona were added,

Under the Bijipur kings the Marsthds began to make themselves
conspicuous. The Bdrgis or light horse furnished by the Maratha
chiefs played a prominent par in'the wars with the Mughals ; the less
important forts were left in their hands, and the revenue was collected
by Hindu officers under the Musalnin Moké4sdirs. Several of the old
Mardtba families received their oflices of deshmukh and sardeshmukh
from the Bijépur kings. The kingdom of Bijdpur was destined to
survive thal of Ahmudnagar by fifty years; but, weakened by its
powerful Mugha! neighbour and by internal dissensions, it was
gradually falling to picees.  This was the opportunity for the predatory
Mazdtha chicefs, and a leader avose in Shivdj, the son of Shihji Bhonsla,
who knew how to unite the Mardthds into a nation by iuspiring them
with a hatred for their Musalmdn masters, and how to take advantage
of the constant; quarrels and increasing weakness of those masters.

The ancestors of Shivdji come from Verola or Ellora. Mailoji,
Shivdji’s grandfather, was the first of the family who rose to note.
He married the sister of the ndik of Phaltan, and about the beginning
of the seventeenth century was put in charge of Shivner and Chdkan
and received the districts of Poona and Supa in jabgir. His son
Shihji married the daughter of Lokhji Jadhav of Sindkhed, one of
the chief nobles of the Nizim Shih court, and Shiv4ji was born at
Shivner in A.p. 1627. The jéhgir obtained by Shéhji from the king
of Bijdpur was managed by a Brdhman ramed D4d4ji Kondev, who
had also charge of Shiviji. Ddddji made Poona his head-quarters,
and his management of the districts was able and successful.” Shéhji
was for many years employed in the Karnatzk, where another large
jahgir had been granted to him.

When Shivdji grew up ke associated much with the Mawalis, the
men of the wild country west of Poona, and began to think of establish-
ing bimeelf as ar independent chief. To this end, in A.p. 1616 he
obtained from the commandant the surrender of the fort of Torna in
the rugged country near the sources of the Nira river. Whilehe sent
agents to Bijipur to make excuses for his conduct, he began to build
another fort on a hill cailled Morbadl, to which he gave the name of
Riygad (a.p.16:7). Didiji Kondev died about this time, and Shivéji
took charge of the jahgir, appropriating the revenues to his own use.
Be then set to work to gain the forts not already in his possession.
Chikau was in charge of Phirangoji Narssla, whom he won over and
left in command. He obtained Konddna by bribing the Musalmén
commandant ; he surprised Supa, which was held by Béji Mohita, the
brother of his father’s second wife; and finally he interfered inthe
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Part 1. quarrels of the sons of the commandani of Purandhar, and secured the
ToosA fort. Having thus gained a firm bold of his father’s jihgir, he began
BArira Axp  to make encroachments on the adjoining country. 'l'he distriet south
N DSI;‘};’E)%{‘;’;'B of the Nira, from the Ghéts as far east as Shirwal, was in charge of
" * Bdndal, the deshmukh of the Hardas Mdawal. 1lis head-quarters were
Ehi"lﬁiit's at Rohira. There was a Musalman Mokdsddr at Wi who held the
AD, légs"f{’éss. fort of Pandugad, and the hil's from the Krishna to the Virna were
under the réja of Javli, a member of the Moré family, which had
dispossessed the Sirkés, the old rulers of the Ghats. A Musalmin

governor was stationed at Kalydn in the Ilonkan.
In A.p. 164§ Shivé4ji surprised Lohogad, the state prison of the
:A’bmadnaga,r kings, and R4jméchi, both in the Mdwals, and several forts
1n the Konkan including Rdiri or Rdygad ; meanwhile AL4ji Sondev, one
of is Brahman adherents, pushed on to Kalydn near Boinlay, took the
town, and made the governor prisoner. Shivdjiat once took possession
of the district appointing Ab4ji subheddr. 'T'he Bijdpur court could
not  overlook this open rebellion, and orders were given to Baji
Ghorpade of Mudliol to arrest Shahji, who was suspected of encourag-
ing Shivéji. B4ji accomplished his task by treachery, for which Le
afterwards paid dearly, and Shihji was kept in confinement till a.p,
1653, during which time Shiviji was obliged to remain quiet. On his
father’s release he again began to plan attacks on the neighbouring
country.  The réja of Javli had resisted all his endeavours to win
m over, and Shivdji therefore sent his agents Rdgho Ballil and
Pambhdji K4waji to examine the country. They suggested thab the
Taja might, casily he assassinated, and Shivdji approved of their idea.
He collected a strong force in the forests round Mahébaleshvar, and
when his agents had murdered the rdja and his hrother, the troops
attacked and stormed Javli and soon reduced the fort of V dsota an(
the surrounding country (1.0.1653). Shivdji next turned on the
dt_%shmukh of the -Hardas Miwal, stormed the fort of Rohira, and
led him in the fioht, To sirengthen lis hold of the country, he
directed a fort to be built at the source of the Koyna rtiver near
}\Jahéba,leshvar; the work was carried out by Moro Pant Pingle, and

the fort was called Pratépgad.

. Shivaji now ventured to attack the territory of the Mughals, and
In May 1657 he surprised the town of Junnar and carried off much
plunder to Réygad. The disturbances which took place in Hindustsn
throug‘h. the rivalry of the sons of Shah Jahdn prevented his inroads
from being punished. A¢ last, in A.p. 1659 the Bijépur government
determined to make an effort to suppress him, and sent a strong
for(}p under Afzul Khén against him. Afzul Khan yroceeded as far as
Wii, and then sent a Brihman named Gopindth Pant to treat with
Shlv’é..]l', who had made professions of submission. Shiv4ji won over
the Brihman, who in his burn persuaded Afzul Khdn to have a personal
Inferview with Shiv4ji, who was then at Pratipgad. The Musalmén
army marched to J4vli, while Shiv4ji brought all his forces under Moro
Pant Pin gle.:.md Netdji Palkar and surrounded them. He then, attend-
ed by T4n4ji Mslusra, one of his oldest friends, met Afzul Khén
who was accompanied by a single armed follower, stabbed him, and
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gave the signal for the assault to his trocps. The Musalindn army,
bewildered at the loss of iis chief, gave way, aud was utterly dispersed.
Shiviji followed up lis suceess with vigour. Panhila and Pdawangad
surrendered to Anndji Dattu, oue of his oflicers, while he himself took
Vasantgad, Rangna, Kelna (Vishilgad), and all the. neighbouring
forts. A force was sent against him, but he routed it and plundered
the country as far as Bijdpur. Next year (a.p. 1660) another army was
sent against him under Sidi Johar, when he rctired to Panhila, where
he was closely besieged for some months, and at last, despaing of
holding out, he escaped by stratagem to Rangna. The Mughals,
disheartened by their want of success, made no further progress until
carly in A.p. 1661, when Ali Adil Shah marched in person to Karad, and
thence to Panhdla, which he rednced. Many other forts were surren-
derved to him, but he was called off by a rebellionin the Karndtak,
and directed B4ji Ghorpade and a Musalmdn noble to prosecuie the
war, Shivdji took this cpportunity of revenging himself on B4ji
Ghorpade for his father’s capture, surprised and killed him at Mudhol,
and the expedition, was stopped. It was soon after this (a.n. 1662)
that Shiviiji changed his head-quarters from Réjgad to Rdiri, which he
called Riygad. He had public offices bui't there by Abiji Sondev, and
Réygad remained the capital of the Mardthds for nearly forty years.
As Shiviji’s incursions into the Mughal territory continued, Aurang-
zib sent a force against him under Shaista Khan, who made Poona his
head-quarters. He then besieged Chikan, but though a small fort, it
held out under Phirangoji Narsala for nearly two months; and Shdista
Khén, discouraged by the difficulty of his first undertaking, did little
elses  While he was at Poona Shivédji performed one of his best known
feats. . He descended with a few followers from Sinhgad, entered Poona
unperccived, and surprised Shéista Khdn, who was living in Shiv4ji’s
old ‘house. Shdista Khin escaped with a wound, but most of his
attendants and his son were killed. Shiv4ji then retired to Sinhgad
in safety, and next day a body of Mughal horse, which rode out
towards Sinhgad, was surprised and routed by Netdji -Pdlkar. The
Mughals soon afterwards withdrew leaving strong garrisons in Chdkan
and Junnar. Shiviji now extended his ravages from Surat in one
direction to Bdrcelor in the other, till at last Awurangzib was roused,
and in A.D. 1665 sent a large army under Rija Jdysing and Dilir
Khén against him. They occupied Poona, and while Dilir Khén besieg-
ed Purandhar, Jaysing blockaded Sinhgad and pushed on to Réygad.
Ptirandhar made a gallant defence ; but Shivdji feeling he was unable
to resist longer, came into Jaysing’s camp, and agreed to surrender all
his forts but twelve, and to join the Mughal army in the war against
Bijspur. His offer was accepted, and he accordingly accompanied the
Mughal army on its march, and on the way the Phaltan district was
overrun and the fort of Tatora stormed by Shivéji’s troops. While
the war was going on, Shiviji,in A.p. 1666, !1:1.ving given over chal_'ge of
the territory . that remained in his possession to Moro Pant Pingle,
Abaji Sondev, and Anndji Dattu, went to Delhi to pay his respects to
Aurangzib ; but being slighted, and treated as a prisoner, he escaped
and returned to the Dakhan at-the end of the year. The Mughal
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army, which had falicd to take Bijdpur, had in the meautire retired,
leaving garrisons in Lobagad, Sinhgad, and Purandhar ; the other forts
were either dismantled or left in chargs of a weak party, and they
were ail reoccupied by Moro Pant.
Soon after his return from Delbi in 1667, Shivédji opened com-
munications with Sultin Mdzum, son of Aurangzib, then governor of
the Dakhan, which ended in Shivéji being contirmed in bis jfhgir of
Poona, Stpa, and Chdkan, the fortresses of Purandhar and Sinhgad
being retained by the Mughals. It was not till o.p. 1670 that Shiv4ji
made any attempt to recover them. Aurangzib had directed the
capture of Pratip Rio Gujar and the body of horse. which were with
Sultdin Mdzum ; they. escaped, and in retaiiation Sbiviji planmed the
capture of these important forts. Sinbgad was stormed ufter-a despe-
rate fight by a body of Midiwalis headed by 14n4ji Milusra, who fell
in the action, and Purandhar was taken soon after with less difficulsy.
An attempt on Shivner failed, but Lohogad was surprised aud several
forts to the north of Junnar were captured by Moro Pant.

Tn 1671 another effort was made by Aurangzib, and. a force
despatched under Mohdbat Khén against Shivdji.  One half atiacked
Chakan ard the cther half the forl of Salher.  Chdakan was taken by
the next year; but sae detachment ag Salher was utterly defeated by
the Marathds under Moro Pant and Pratip Rdo Gvjar, and the
Mughals bastily reireated to. Aurangabid. .

Soon after this (a.p. 1671) Ali AdilShah died =t Bijdpar, and Shivij
took advantage of the cenfusion which ensucd to recover Panhily and
sack Hubli.. In May 1672 he surprised Pérli and then attacked ghe
neighhouring fort of Sdt4va, the state prison of Rilipur, which
held out till' September The forts of Chandan, Wandan, Pandyead
Nandgiri, and 'I'dtora ail feil into h's bands in the same ca.mpa,? lf
The Bijdpur troops made two atternpts to récover Panhdla, but without
success, though in one action Pratip Rdo Gujar was killed, and hig
army would have been routed but for the-exertions of Hasiji Mohita,
and two of his officers, afterwards weli known as Santaji Ghorpade and
Dhané.ji Jadhay. * ‘Shivdji, gave Hasaji the title of Hambir Rao and
the office of Sarnchat, which had been held by Pratip Rio Gujar,

In June 1674 Shiviji ventured openly to declare bisindepeudence Ly
being formall

y crowned at Réygad ; his ministry was reforried, and new
Dames were given to the offices. His chief ministers (Asht Pradlidn)
vlgv.-.re -Moro Pan Pingle Peshwa or Mukhya Pradhdn, Ramchandra
Aant"' ‘I:’uafwrlkalj the son of Abaji Sondev Mujumdir or Pant Amidt,
dama]l Dattu Pant Sachiv, Hambir R4o Mohita Sendpati, and Junér-
chp r?a,nt the Sémant.  Of the officers not:among the Asht £radhdin the
bele-.Wi;;S B{\l_a_p Auji, his “chitnis, a Parbhu. In 1675 Shiviji again
ofg:l?e fostﬂmes with the Mughals, and Movo Pant retook several
Shivs ac[u't;s near Junnar, but again failed in au atterept on Shivner,
was ogc . Siz({?galned the forts between P;.,mh;ﬂa. and Pétora; .but while he
taken bP 5 In ;h% Konkan with the siege of Phonda, these Yorts were
of B ‘a,')-’ e des mukhs‘ of Phaltan and Maldwdi acting for the king

Japur. ‘Next year Shivaji again recovered them ; and, in order
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to strengthen his hold on the country,”lhe built the intermediate
forts of Vardangad, Bliushangad, Raddshivgad, and Machandragad.
Having completed these ariangements he set out on. an expedition
Lo the Karndtak, where he took Jinji, Belldri, and other forts, and
overran his father’s jdhgir round Bangalor he!d by his half brother
Venkdji. He returned to Riygad about the middle of A.p. 1678, and
next year made an al iance with Bijdpur, which was threatened by the
Mughal army under Diir Xhin. Unable to divert the Mughals from
the siege of Bijupur, Shiviji ravaged the country north of the Bhima,
penetrating as fur as Jdlna.about thirty miles south of Ajinta; but
on his retyrn he was intercepted by a force ncur Sangammer, and made
his way to the hill fort of Patta only after a hard-fought action.” Here
he stayed tiil he was rcealled south by the entreaties of the regent of
Bijipur aud the desertion of his son Sambhiji to the 3ughals. His
troops cut off the supplics of the Mughal army, defeated two detach-
ments, and forcel Diliv Khin to raise the siege, while Sambbaji
returned to his father. Soon abter this Shivaji diel at Rdygad in
April 1680, At the time of his death he hield the country from the
Ilaranlishi river on the south to the lndriyani river on’ the north.
Supw Inddpur and Birdmati were his jahgir districts, and the forts
between Tdtora and Panbdla mark his boundary on the cast. Besides

this tract he had territories in the Konkan, in the Karnitak, in Bedglin,
and in Kbhdndesh, |

Shiviji left two sons, Sambh4ji and Rdém Rdja, the former of
whom was in coufinement at Panhatla.  Lhe majority of the minis-
ters desived to put Rdm Riija on the throne; and Sambhdji, who
managed to get possession of Panhila, was besieged "there by  Jandr-
dan Pant Sumant. He contrived, however, to win over a body of “he
besieging troops, surprised Jandrdan Pant in Kolhdpur; and being
joined by Hambir Rio Mohita and cthers of the ministers, he marched
to Raygad, which surrendered. He now revenged himself savagely on
his opponents, putting to death Rim Rdja’s motber Soyrdbdi Sirké
and several officers, and throughout his reign his crueity and violence.
made him an object of dislike to his countrymen. Nor did intrigues
against him cease. In A.p. 18381 a plot was formed by members of the
Sirké family, to which Rdm Ridja’s mother had belonged. In this
Anniji Dattu, the Pant Sachiv, and Bildji Auji Chitais being:
implicated, hoth of these old servanis of Shiviji were executed.

_The usual inroads took place into the Mughal térritory, and at last
Aurangzib ‘determinéd to take comnmand of his army in person, and

arrived at Abhmadnagar in the year 4.0.1681. He sent out detachments .

to reduce the forts 1n the Gangthari, and. in A.D. 1685, while his son
Azam Shih took Sholipur and so began the war with Bijdpur, Khdn
Jahdn took Poonaand the open country north of Sinhgad. The emperor
then marched to Sholdpur, and thence to Bijapur, which fell in October
18867 and the country round at once submitted to him. Eleven
months later Golkenda surrendered, and Aurangzib was left in appa-
rent possession of the whole country, which he endeavoured to bring
into better order. '
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Shirzi Khén, a Bijdpur noble who had joined the emperor, invaded
the Satara districts, but was met and defeated at Wai by Hambir Réo
the Sendpati, who himself fell in the action, and for a time the
Marathds recovered much of the open eountry: but Sambhiji was
daily growing more imbecile and indolent under the influence of his
favourite a Kanoja Briahman named Kalusha. No organized resist-
ance could be made; and in 4.p. 1689 the country was again subdued
by the Mughals as far as the hills, and the forts between Tétora and
Panhdla were taken.

Aurangzib now marched to Akluj on the Nira, and then to Tuldpur
at the junction of the Indrdyani with the Bhima, intending to subdue
the hill ecuntry thoroughly ; and while there Sambbiji was brought in
as a prisoner and executed (August 1689): He had been captured by
a Mughal officer named Takarib Khdn and his son Ikhlas Khdn in
command at Kolhdpur, who bad penetrated to Sangmeshvar in the
Konkan, and surprised him with his favourite Kalusha.

Sambhiiji left a child named Shivdji afterwards.known as Shihu;
but as he was only six years old, Sambhdji’s brother Ram Rija was
made regent. The Marithy chiefs now met to decide on a plan for
opposing Anranoezib, whose power may well have seemed to them
overwhelming. They decided that the prineipal forts should be care-
fully garrisoned ; that Rdm Rédja should move from one fort to the
other, and if hard pressed should retire to Jinji in the Karnitak,
'The Mardtha chicefs wore to plunder and annoy the enemy in their olq
fashion, The principal men at, this time were Pralluid Nivdji son of
the late Nvdyadhish Pradhdn, Jandirdan Pant Samant, Rémchandr,
Pant Bourikar Amdt, Mahddiji Naik Pdnsambal the Sendpati
Santéji Ghorpade, Dhandji Jadhav, and Khanderdo Débhide.

The Mughals continued to advance, and in 4.D. 1690 Riyead feil
and Shdahu was made prisoner. On this Rim Rdja made his eseape to
Jinji, accompanied by Pralhdd Nirdji, Santdji Ghorpade, Dhang i
Jddhav, and Khanderdo Didbhdde, while Ramchandra Pant was loft, i
charge of the hill districts with a Brdhmon named Parashrdm Trimlak
under him. His head-quarters were at Sitdra. Santiji Ghorpade
was soon after inade -commander-in-ebhief, and was sent with l)hzmzi.ji
Jadhav to collect men and plunder the Mughals, while Pralhid Nivdji
whe stayed at Jinji, was made Pratinidhi.  Agaivst them and te
other Maritha chiefs Aurangzib made little progress. Rdmehandyy,
Pant kept bis own distriets eicar, and even surprised the Mughal
fauzddr of Wdi. It was under Rdmchandra’s command that the
heads of the families of Pavir, Thorit, and Atdwla came under notice,
Aurangzib, in A.p. 1694, after moving slowly along the banks of the
Bhima, at last fixed on Brahmapuri, a village on that river, as his
head-quarters, and built a cantonment, where he stayed five years,

Meanwhile the sieze of Jinji had been going on in a desultory
manner. Santdji and Dhandji inflicted several defeals on Mughal
detachments, and once forced them to raise the sicge; but at last
Zulfikdr Khin was ordered perempiorily to take the fort. He first
allowed Rim Rdja to eseape, and then pressing the sisge, soon heeame
master of the fort. Rdm Réja arrived at Vishdlgad at the end of
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4.n.1897, and soon went to Sdtira, which he made the seat of govern:
ment. Rdmchandra Pant, who had so ably managed the governmeut
in his absence, was made Pant Amit, and oneof his kdrkdns, Sankraji
Nirdyan Gaudekar, was made Pant Sachiv, and is the ancestor of the
present chicf. Timoji ITanwanta, the son of Jandrdan Pant, was made
Pant Pratinidbi; but he did not keep the office long, asin 4.D.1700
Tarabdi bestowed it on Parashrdm Trimbualk.

Santdji Ghorpade, the Sevdpati, had for some time bLeen on bad
terms with his lieutenant Dhandji Jddhav; at last an open quarrel
broke out, and Rdim Rija took the part of Dhandji. Santdji’s treops
deserted him, and he was hunted down and at last surprised and killed
in the Sdtira districts by Nagoji Mdne, deshmukh of Mhaswar, who
as a reward was taken into the imperial service.  The office of Sendpati
was given to Dhaniji.

Ini a,p. 1899, Rim Rédja madea plundering expedition on a large scale
through Gangthari, Bdglin, Khindesh, and Beraryand levied c¢hanth.
Irritated by this the emperor determined again to attempt the reduc-
tion of the hill furts. Leaving his cantonment at Brahmapuri he
moved on Sdtira. Wasantgad fell first and then Sdtdra was invested.
Aurangzib pitched his camp near the village of Karinja, his son Azam
Shah was stationed on the west at Shdhpur, Shirzi Khdn on thesouth,
and Tarbiat Khin on the east. Though thus surrounded Sdtdra
held out for several months, as provisions were brought in through the
conmivance of spme of the imperial commanders.” This was stopped
at last ; the defences were mined, and the garvison surrendered.  Prrli
was then attacked and fell in June, and the Mughals retreated to
Kdwaspur on the Mén river to avoid the rains.

In the meantime Rim Rija died at Riygad, leaving two sons, the
oller of whom, Shivdji, was put ®n the throne with his mother
lirihdl as regent. The war went on as before. In the next few
years Awrangzib reduced all the prineipal forts from Purandbar to
Panhala ; but the Mardthis plundered in his rear, and the great
families, the Mdnkaris, begun to side more openly with them. In
A, 1705, after the capture of Rdygad and Torna, Aurangzib stayed
for some time near Junnar ; then marched to Bijdpur, aud thence to
besicge Vikinkera, a village held by Pemndik, a plundering Berad
chief.  While engaged here his work in the hills was being undone and
the forts were being retaken.  Panhila and Pdivangad were surprised
by Rdamchandra Pant, and the former became the residence of Tardibai.
Parashrdm Trimbak, the Pant Pratinidhi, took Vasantgad and Satdra,
while Sankrdji Narayan, the Pant Sachiv, recovered Sinhgad, Raygad,
Rohira, and other forts. After Vikinkera was taken Aurangzib
returncd hard pressed by the Mardthds, and reached Ahmadnagar
in A.p. 1707. Zulfikdr Khan retook Sinhgad; but it was almost

immediately regained by Sankrdji Nérdyan, and in February 1707

Aurangzib died at Abmadnagar. With him perished all hope of
crushing the Mardtha power, and thirteen years after his death Mardtha
independence was formally recognized by the emperor of Delhi.

The grand army under the command of Azam Shsh at once with-
drew from the Dakhan, which was left bare of troops, while the
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contest bebween the soms of Aurangzib was going on. Hoping to
keep the Marathds occupied by internal quarvels, .Xzam Shéh, on his
march northwards, released Shiahu the son of Sambhiji, under condition
of allegiance to the imperial crown. Shilu gainel over.to bis side
several chiefs, among whom were Parsoji Bhonsla, Chimdji Ddmodar,
Haibatrdo Nimbdlkar, and Nimdji Sindia, and marched south with a
large force. Dhan4ji Jadhav, who had Deen recovering the Poona
distyicts, had defeated Lodi Khin the fauzdir of Boona, and retaicen
Chédkan, marched with the Pratiniihi, Parashrim Trimbak, to oppose
Shéhu.  7The armies met at Xhed on the Bhima, but TPurashram
Trimbak, finding he was not supported by Dhandji, whom Shihu had
secretly gained over, fled to Satdra, while Dhandji openly joineld
Shdhu.

The united armies now marchell® by Chandan and Vandan on
Sdtéra ; the fort was surrendered by the commander, a Musalmdn,
who imprisoned the Pratinidhi, and Shihu entered the city and was,
formally seated on the throne (March 1708). Dhandji was confirmed
as Senapati, and one of his karkans, B4laji Vishvanith Bhat, the
founder of the Peshwa dynasty, nmow came into notice. Gadddhar
Pralhiad was made Prafinidhi-and Bahiro Pant Pingle Peshwa,

The war between the two branches of the house of Shivdji went on
generally in favour of Shdhu. In the year after his accession Shihy
took Panhila and V ishdlgad, but was repnlsed tn an attack on Rangna,
At the end of the year Dhaniji died, zad his son Chandrasen wag
made Sendpati m his place. In 4.0 1710 Pauhdla was retaken by
Tdrahsi, and this fort and the neighhouring city of Kolbdpur became
her residence and the capital of the younger branch of the family of
Shivaji. 'Mdrabai’s chief adherents were Rémehandra Pant the Amiit,
and Sankriji Nardyan the Pant Sachiv; and in A.n. 1711 Shghy
determined to reduce the territory of the latter chief, which lay round
the sources of the Nira. Ridjead had been taken, when the war wage
ended by the suicide of the Sachiv. and Shébu ook the epportunity to
conciliate his party hy conlirming Néro Shankar the son of the Payg
Sachiv in his father's estate and title.

Though Shihu was vow firmly seated on the throne, the country
was 1n a state of great confusion ; the petty chiefs fortiiied themselvgg
m their villages and plundered everywhere; and it was some time
before order conld he restored. ‘The relations hetween Chandrasey
Jadhav and his father’s kirkiin, Bilaji Vishvandth, had long heen far
from cordial, and in the year 1713 an open quarrel burst out. Bilaji
was forced to ﬁ‘y, and first went to Purandhar, where he was refused,
adwittance, and tl}en to Pindugad, at which place he got shelter and
wkere he was besmg‘gd by Chandrasen. Shahu took Bildji’s side and
ordered Haibatrdo Nimbdlkar, the gar-lashkar, to raise the sicge. Io
met Chagxdrgsen at Deur, and routed him, whereon the Iattermretired
first to Kolhdapur and then to Nizdm-ul Mulk, the Mughal governor of
the Da:kb?m;‘ who gave him a jshgir at Balki. He wvas accompanied
by Ghatge Shirzi Réo of Kégel and Rambhaji Nimbs!kar, who after-
ZarQSf dls’t,;mg—msned lumsglf In the ‘Mugha] Sel‘vic_e and received the
ttle'of Réo Rambba, which remained iu the faxily for many vears,
The office of Sendpati was given to Mansji Mor¢ ‘
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Soon after the arrival of the fugitive chiefs, Nizdm-ul-Mulk declared
war with Shdahu, who sent Bdliji Vishvandth with a force to join
Haibatrdo Nimbdlkar. A battle was fought near Purandhar with
no decisive result, but the Mardthis fell back to the Sdlpi pass,
and Rambhdji Nimbdlkar overran the DPoona district. After a time
Nizdm-ul-Mulk withdrew to Aurangédbad.

Shdhu now attempted to bring the country into order. A Brih-
man named Krishnario Khatiokar had collected a body of men
in the Mahddev hills, and was levying contributions on all sides.
Damdji Thordt had fortified the village of Hingni, forty miles east
of \Poona, and committed similar depredations. Udan Chawhdn
seized the fort of Battis Shirdla in the Virna valley, and Shdihu was
oblitred to win him over by granting him the chauts of Shirala and
l{a&id. Baliji  Vishvandth set out to reduce Damdji Thordt, but
was trea,cherously seized by him, and released only on the payment
of a large ransom. After his release he marched agamst Krishnagdo
Khatdoxar, and with the help of Shiipat Rdo, the Pratinidhi’s son,
routed him at Aundh. KXrishnarao then submitted and was granted
the”village of Khatdo in indm. After this Baliji, who had effected
a satisfactory arrangement with Angria,. Shiviji’s admiral in the
Konkan, was in A.». 1714 made Peshwa in the place of Bahiro Pant
Ping'e, and he chose Abdji Pant Purandhare as his Mutdlik or
deputy, and Rdmdji Pant Bhdnu, the ancestor of the famous Ndna
Phadnavis, as his Phadnavis or secrelary.  Soon afterwards Ilaibatrao
Nimbdlkar died, and his oflice was given to Ddwalshi Somvanshi,
whereon his son went over to Nizim-ul-Mulk and received Barsi as
a j:ihgir. «In the meantime Damdji Thorit had seized the young
Pant Sachiv, and an expedition was again planned against him.
Baldji munaged first to effect the Sachiv’s release, and in return
received the Sachiv’s rights in the Poona district and the fort of
Purandhar, and Damdji was soon after defeated and taken prisoner.

The following year (a.n.1715) BAldji induced the Mughal ofticers
in charge of Poona to make it over to him, and he began to bring it
into order and lay the foundation of the future power of his family.
He bad become the leading minister of Shihu, and by bis advice the
Marathis began to imterfere in the quarrels at Delly and to attempt
to gel a formal grant of the territory occupied by them. In An. 1718
Baldji marched to Delhi with a force of Marithis as an ally of the
Saiad ministers, and stayed there till A.n. 1720, when he obtained the
desired grants of the chauth and sovdeshmvkhi of the Dakhan and
the sovereignty of the districts south of the Bhima and north of the
Varda and Tungbhadra from Poona to Kolhipur, some pargands
in the Karndtak, and several in the Konkan., The districts of Akalkot
and Nevisa, granted to Shdhu on his marrioge by Aurangzib, were
also given up.

Soon after his return from Delhi B4l4ji died ; aml in A.p. 1721
his son Baji Rdo was made Peshwa in his place, though his appoint-
nient was oppoged by Shripatrio, the son of Parashrim Trimbak,
now Fratinidhi. Khanderdo Dibhdde, who had Leen made Sendpati
in Ap. 1716, also died about ihis time, and was succeeded by his son
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Part L. Trimbakrdo, with Pil4ji Gdikwar as sccond in commdnd. Béji Réo
Poora while preserving his superiority at home, directed his attention chiefly
SLT&ra AND to conquests in Hindustdn,.and it was under 'im_ that Malhdrji
SHOLAPUE, Holkar, a Dhangar from the village of Hcl on the Nira, and Rénoji

4. 1300-1813.  qingin "o Mardtha of Kanarkhed near Satira, rose to note. Amnother

of his officers, Uddji Pavar Vishwis Rdo, now established himself at
Dhér in Mélwa.
Revival of The quarrel between the two branches of the Mardtha royal family,
Family Q“;fzelsv which had been slumbering for some time, was revived about A.p.
A-p. 1727, 1727 by Nizdm-ul-Mulk, now master of the Dakhan. War followed
between the Nizdm and Shshu, in which the former was worsted,
and came to terms ; but in 1729, Sumbhéji, rdja of Kolhdpur, being
joined by Ud4ji Chawhdn, crossed the Varna ; he was soon surprised
by the Pratinidhi and driven back, and T:irdbdi, the widow of Rém
Réja, was taken prisomer and brought to Séativa. The disaster
induced Sambhiji to make peace, and in A.p. 1730 a treaty was
framed by which the Vérna and the Krishna weye made the boundaries
of the two states. Tdsgaon, Miraj, and other districts were ceded to
Shaliu.
The Dakhan now enjoyed peace for some years, while the Marithgg
were engaged in the Konkan Gujardt and Hindustén, Soop
after the peace with Kolhdpur, Trimbakyio Dabhdde, incited 1
Nizém-ul-Mulk, marched against B4ji Rio to depose him from his
superiority ; but Bdji Rdo, ever on the alert, met hini near Baroda and
cempletely dcfeated him. Trimbakrio fell in the action, and hig
infant son Yashvantrio was made Sendpati, and Piliji Gaikwdy
was appointed his guardian (a. 1731}, Rdygnd, which since jtg
capture by Aurangzib had been held by the Sidi of Janjira, wag
recovered mn A.2. 1735. In a.p. 31740 B4ji Rdo, the greatest of ghe
Peshwis, died near the Narbada, in the midst of schemes for the
conquest of the Dakhan. He had raised himself to a complete pre-
eminence among the Mardtha chiefs, and had acquired large
in Mélwa, but outwardly he was still subordinate o Shihu.

Bal4ji Réo Bdléji was appointed Peshwa in his father’s place, though the

Peshwa, nomination was opposed by the creditors of Baji Rdo, wh
A.D, 1740- 1761, Pl 1] . J1 Rdo, who had

territorieg

. . . die
deeply in debt. A few more years passed quietly in the Dakhay “'hil(;

the Mardtha troops overran Hindustin and penetrated tuto Beugal
Orissa and the Karndtak. At last in ap. 1749, Shdhu, whe had
long been imbecjle, died, and the change which had been impending

S took place ; the sovereignty sed from the Mardtha rdija
Transf L HR y passed from the Z a]as to the
sovefe?;:tﬁo Brahman Peshwis, Shéhu left no divect heirs, and before his deatl,
the Peshwa, disputes had arisen between his wife Sakwarhdi Sirké, who declared
A.D, 1749, for Sambh3ji the Kolhdpur rija, and T4rdbdi who brought forward g

boy whom she called her grandson, Réja Kam, son of Shivdji, whe ghe
said had been kept in concealment since his birth, Jagjivan the
Pratiuidhi, brother of Shripatrio, took the side of Sakwdibdi, while
Balajt supported the claim of R4m. Imwediately Shahu died, Balsji
seized the town and fort of S4t4ra and took the Pratividhi and
Sakwérbdi prisouers. The latter he,forced to perform the rite of
sati or widow-sacrifice, and the former e imprisoned in a hill fort.
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On the strength of a deed given to him by Shihu, he assumed the
management of the Maritha empire, agreeing to acknowledge the
independence of the Kolhidpur state and to preserve the jdhgirs of the
chiefs. THe won over to his side Réghoji Bhonsla, whom he confirmed
In his possessions in Lerdr, as also he did Yashvant Réo D4bhdde in
Gujardt, and TFatehsing Blhonsla as rija of Akalkot. The distriets
in M4lwa, conquered by Bdji Réo, were divided between Holkar,
Sindia, Pavir, and other chiefs. Jagjivan the Pratinidhi was soon
released, but much of his jahgir west of the Krishna, betwecen the
Vérna and Urmodi rivers, was taken from hirh.

The change of rulers was generally agreed in, Yamiji Sevdev, the
mutilik of the Pratinidhi, raised an insurrection and threw himself
into the fort of Sdngola near Pandharpur; but this revolt was at
once suppressed by Saddshiv Bhdu, cousin of the Peshwa. TFinally,
before proceeding to take part in the dispute between the sons of
Nizdm-ul-Mulk, the Pesbwa persuaded the Pant Sachiv to give him
up the fort of Sinhgad in exchange for those of Tung and Tikona,
and he thus gained the fortress which threatened his capital, Poona.
He gave up the fort of Swtira to Tarabii, the rija being kept in the
city with a large establishment of attendants.

When the Peshwa had gone (a.D. 1751) Tdrdbdi tried to rouse
Rém Rdja to revolt. Tinding this uscless, she sent for Damayji
Gdikwédr, and on his approach invited the r4ja into the fort and
made him prisoner. The Peshwa’s officers in Sdtsra marched o
meet Damiji at Arla on the Krishna, then retired to Nimb, where
they were defeated, and Damdji joined Tdrdbdi. Several forts were
given up to her, but Ndna Purandhare again attacked Damdji and
forced him into the Jor Khora, a valley near W4i, where he waited
hoping for aid from the Pratinidhi at Kardd. The Peshwa hearing
of the danger, came up with his army and surrounded Damiji; and
then, while amusing him with negotiations, suddenly attacked and
took him prisoner and sent him to Poona. T:irdbdi he left in pos-
session of Sdtdra and of the person of the rija, as another enemy
was pressing on him.

he Peshwa had sided with Gdzi-ud-din as a claimant to the
"Niz.m’s throne against his brother Saldbat Jang; and when the
lattc : by the aid of Trench troops had secured his succession,
he ' .ctermined to punish the Peshwa, and mvaded the Poona dis-
trict : with the French leader Bussy at the head of a disciplined
force. Notwithstanding the efforis of the Mavitha army under
Mahad4ji Pant Purandhare, the Mughals advanced, sacked Rdnjan-
oaon, and destroyed Talegaon Dhamdhere. They were there fiercely
attacked, and almost routed by the Mardthds, but were saved by
Bussy and his artillery, and again advanced as far as Koregaon on
the Bhima. Here Salibat Jang heard that the fort of Trimbak
near Ndsik had been takén by the Marithas, and returned to
Ahmadnagar to get his heavy guus for the siege of the fort. Tarly
in 1752 he moved towards Junnar, but he was harassed by the
Mardthds, his troops were mutinous, and danger was threatening
from the north, whence his brother Gézi-ud-din was approaching

B 97277

Part I.

Pooxa
SATARA AND
S1O0LAPUR,
A.D, 1300 - 1818,

Peshwa
Yovereignty.

R4m Rija

Entrapped,
A.D, 1751,

War wii
Niz v
A, 1T



Part I.

Poova
SATARA AND
SgoLiPrUxR,

A.D, 1300-1818.

Rini T4ribai
Rebels.

Acquisitich of
Abmadnagar
by the Peshiwa,
A.D. 1769,

Defeat at
Panipat,
A.v. 1761,

M4dhavy Rio
Peshwa,
A.D, 1761-1772,

{Bombay Gazetteer
602 DAKHAN HISTORY.

with a large army. He therefore came to terms with the Peshwa,
and turned to meect his brother. The whole Maritha force also
collected near Aurangdlidd, and though G izi-ud-din was poisoned
and war averted, Saldbat Jang coniirmed a cession of territory
promised by Gazi-ud-din to the Mardithds, comprising the greater
part of Khédndesh and the Gangthari.

During the absence of the Peshwa 'Tirdhai collgctcd a force of
Rémoshis and occupied the Wii and Sitdra districts. IHer troops
were soon driven bick and she was besieged in tlnc. fort, but the
siege was not pressed. = Next year (A.p. 1754) Damidji Giikwir was
released and returned to Gujardt after coming to an agreement with
the Peshwa about the revemues of that country. Ile was aecom-
panicd by Raghundth Rido the Peshwa’s younger bro@her. and their
united forces soon took Ahmadibid, and firmly established Maritha
supremacy in that province.

The fort of" Ahrhadnagar, which had tiil then been lxc]q by the
Nizdm, was in'A.p.1759 acquired by the Peshwa, who bribed the
commander Kavi Jang. Counsequently 111.170'0,/ the 1\32:’\1.11 de-
clared war, but he was defeited by Saddshiv Bhiu at Udgir ang
forcel to make a treaty surrendering the forts of Daulatdlyiq
Shivner Asirgad and Bijapur, the provinces of Bijiipur, and part
of Bidar Abmadnagar and Aurangdbdd. Thus Shivver, the birgh-
place of Shivaji, at last fell into the hands of the Marithds,

The Peshwa Baliji had long heen inferfermg in the affairs of
Hindustdin, and had incurred the enmity of Ahmad Shdh Abdil
the Afghin king, whose forces Roghunith Rio the Teshwa’s
brother, had driven out of the Panjib. Ile advavced in 1759 Jent
on punishing them, and routed two detachments commanded by Sindi,,
and Ilolkar with great slaughter. It was nccessary to send o largey
force to meet him, and in A.D. 1760 the grand army of the Mardthas,
with the contingents of all the chicfs, led by Sadéshiv Bhiu, marched
into Hindustdn.  After some skirmishing the two armics met at
Pénipat in January 1761 and the Marithis were utterly routed.
Caddshiv Bhéu, Vishvds Rdo the Peshwa’s eldest som, many other
<hiefs, and nearly the whole army fell in the fight. Soon after hearin
the news Baliji Rdo the Peshwa died (June 176)). The -defeat had"
a decisive effect on the fortunes of the Mardtha empire.  Up to this
tune the great chicfs had been generally obedient to the Peshwa, and
had aiways joined his standard. Now his prestige was gone, and
fshc chiefs became more and mors independent. Doubtless this might
In any case have occurred later; the distant conquests could not
long have been controlled from Poona, but the defeat of Pinipat
hastened the catastrophe. The minority of Baldji's successor, Mddhav
Rdo a boy of sixteen, and the quarrels between hin and his yncle
Raghunith, tended to the same result. When Midhav Rio grew
up, his personal character held together the confederacy for some time 5
but his early death, and the quarrels as to the succession, decided the
matter, and without doubt facilitated the conquest by the English.

Nizdm Ali, hoping to profit hy the Mardtha disasters, declared
war, and, though vigoronsly opposed, advanced to within fourtcen
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miles of Poona, when he was induced to return by the cession of the

ricts of Aurangibdid and Bidar, lately acquire e Mardthis.
districts of A yabid and Bidar, lately acquired by the Mardtl
Soon afterwards the death of Tirdbdi (December 1761) relieved the
Peshwa’s government of an inveterate enemy ; the fort of Sdtdra
was surrendere:d, and Rin: Rdja, who had been kept a close prisoner
thers, was allowed to live in the city.

At fivst the manmigement of affairs was entirely in the hands of
Raghuniath R4o; but Middhav Rdo, the young Peshwa, soon became
desirous of having a share in the administration, and disputes avose
between him.and his uncle. The latter retired, ané having obtained
help from the governor of Auwrangilvid and collected a large force
of Marithds, marched on Poena, defeated his nephew’s army, and
again took charge of the government. Ie made Sakhirdam RBdpu,
a descendant of Gopindth, the Brahman who betrayed Afzul Khdn
to Shiviji, and Nilkanth Purandhare, his chief ministers; gave over
the fort of Purandhar to the latter, and made several other changes
in the ministry. He also, as the price of the aid he had just received,
agreed to give back to the Nizim the rest of the provinces ceded
in a.p. 1760, but his promise was not kept. The Nizdm in con-
sequence  declared war, and being joined by Jdnoji Bhonsla and
other disaffected chiefs marched on Poona in A.p, 1763,  As it was an
open city, the people fled, and the Mughals sacked and burned Poona ;
thence they marched to Purandhar, and ravaged the country as far
north as the Bhima. The Maritha army had meanwhile assem-
bled and plundered the Nizdm’s country; and now, following the
Mughals on their return, assailed them as they were crossing the
Goddvari at Rikshasbhuvan, and inflicted a severe defeat on them,
which brought the war to a close. Jdnoji Bhonsla, who had deserted
the Mughals, was the chief gainer.

Soon after this Madhav Rdo recovered the management of the
government, and kept on good terms with his unele till a.p. 1768,
when Raghunath vetived from court, raised a force and encamped near
Dhodap in the Chédndod range; but he was soon defeated and taken
prisoner, and was kept in custody till the close of Midhav’s teign.

During the four remaining  years of his life Midhav Rdo wes
chiefly occupied with wars with J dnoji Bhonsla of Berdr and invasions
of the Karndtak. Inone of these warsin a.p. 1769 Jénoji penetrated to
Poona and ravaged the country round till peace was made. Mddhav
Rdo died in 4.p. 1772. His reign may be looked on as the time darizg
which the administration of the country reached its highest excellence ;
the mémlatddrs and other officers were carefully looked after, the
assessment was paid without much difficulty owing to the wealth
brought into_the country by war, and justice was well administered
by the famous R4am Shastri. Mddhav Rdo’s chief mimsters were
Sakhdrdm Bdpu, Moroba Phadnavis, and Moroba’s cousin Nina.
After Madhav’s death the Mardtha empire was plunged in corfusion
and a period of ecivil war tollowed; the great chiefs became com-
pletely independent, and an opportunity was given to the English
Governmen?} to interfere.
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Nérdyan Rdo succeeded his brother Mddhav Rée. Raghunith,
who had been released before Mé4dhav’s death, kept on good terms
with Nérdyan for a time ; but after a few months he interfered in the
administration, and was again placed in confinement. In August1773
a disturbance arosc among some of the troops at Poona, and their
leaders burst into the palace ; Nardyan Rdo took refuge with his uncle
Raghunith, but was followed and murdered in his presence; and there
was.reason to believe that Raghundth was implicated in the murder.

Raghunéth at once assumed charge of the government, but Sakhi-
ram Bépu, Ndna Phadnavis, Trimbak Rdo Mdma, Hari Pant Phadke,
and the other ministers were ill-disposed towards him, and none of
his own followers were competent to take their places. Soon after
his accession, while he was engaged in war with the Nizdm, the old
ministers withdrew from his camp to Poona, and having discovered
that the widow of Nirdiyan Rdo was pregnant, had her conveyed in
January 1774 to Purandhar, and formed themselves into a regencey.
Hearing of this, Raghundth, who had marched into the Karndtak,
returned with his army, and was met near Pandharpur by the army
of the ministers under Trimbak Rdo Mama. He completely defeated
them with the loss of their leader, but instead of marching on Poona,
he retired® to Burhdnpur, anl the hirth of a son to Nerdyan Rdo’s
widow (April 1774), to whom the name of Madhav was given, put an
end to Raghundth’s chance of success. )

Raghundth retired to Gujardt, hoping to bring there to a successful
termination the negotiations for aid which he had already begun with
the Government of Bombay. In this he obtained his wish ; but the
interference of the English was at first limited to Gujardt and: the
Konkan, and they were soon ordered to suspend hostilities by the
Supreme Government of Bengal. Colonel Upton was sent as a com-
missioner to arrange a peace at Poona, and in March 1776 he sioned
the treaty of Purandhar, by which the English agreed to give upb the
cause of Raghundth. '

In Ap. 1777, R4m R4ja, who for nearly thirty years had been the

titular rdja of Sitara, died, and was succceded by his adopted sop
Shahu.

- A rivalry which for some time had been growing between #wo of
the leading ministers at Poona, Ndna Phadnavis and his cousin
Moroba, now passed into an open quarrel. Sakhdrim Bépu remaineg
neutral, but Moroba was supported by the greater number of the
muns‘fers and by Tuk4ji Holkar. Hari Pant Phadke took the side
of Nina, and so -did M3sh4dji Sindia, and though Moroba was at
ﬁrs!: n the ascendant and Néna had to retire to Purandhar the
pos.ltlon was soon changed when Hari Pant and Sindia came up’wit]l
their forees and Tukaji Holkar was induced to leave Moroba’s party
In July Moroba and his adherents were seized and confined in varioué
forts, and Néna had only one rival left, Sakhdrém Bépu.

The Bombay Government, whose aid had been sought by Moroba
now declared war with the Peshwa’s ministry. Their first effort
was disastrous. In November 1778 a force occupied the Bor Ghgg
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and encamped at Khanddla. The main body under Colonel Egerton
followed in December, and marched slowly to Karli, eight miles
over. level ground in ecleven days, coustantly engaged with the
Marithds, whose main army was assembled at Taleodon Ddbhdde
under Sindia, Holkar, and Hari Pant, and retired slowly when the
Tinglish reached that village. Here Colonel Cockburn, who was
now in commarnd, embarrasséd by his commissariat train, determined
to retire, and having thrown his guns into a pond, began his
retreat. Tue Mardthdas pressed closely on him, and his rear guard
was perpetually engaged till the village of Vadgaon was reached.
Colonel Coclhurn, despairing of effecting his retreat, began to
nesotinte, and at Jast a convention was made through Sindia, by
which the English army was allowed to retire on condition of
the surrender of the conquests made since the year 1773. This
diseracelul conventions was at once disavowed by the Bombay
Government, and the war was continued. For some months nothing
was done, as the Bombay Government awaited the arrival of the
army under General Goddard, which was on its march across India.
It arrived at Surat in March, and negotiations were carried on till
the end of the year. In the meantime Ndna Phadnavis, with the
connivance of Mdhddaji Sindia, got rid of his last rival Sakhdrim
Bdpu, who was thrown into prison and’ sent to Pratdpgad. Before
the close of A.p. 1779 ncgotiatious were broken off, and the war was
carried on successfully in Gujardt and the Konkan by General
Goddard and Colonel Hartley. In the begipning of 1781, General
Goddard determined to advance towards Poona, and a detachment
forced the Bor Ghdt; but when they reached Khanddla they were
at once attacked in front by the Mardtha main army under Hari
Pant Phadke and Holkar, while Parashrdm Pant Patvardhan was
sent with a strong force into the Konkan to assail the flank of the
army and cut off its communications with Bombay. After a month
of constant fighting, General Goddard was forced to retreat to
Bombay - th severe loss, The war now languished, and in the
beginuing I 1782 negotiations were begun with the Poona govern-
ment through Sindia, and ended in the treaty of Silbdi, by which
the conquests i the Koukan were given up with the exception of
Sdlsette, and » provision was made for Raghundth Réo.

Tor some years there was peace in the Dakhan, and Sindia was
fully occupied in Hindustdn warring with the Rdjput princes, whom
after a hard struggic he worsted. Ab last in 4.p.17589-he gained
possession of Delhi and the person of the emperor, and thus reached
the height of his ambition. In A.0. 1790, war broke out between
Tipu Sultin of Mysot and the English, and the Marathds joined as
allies of the English and took parf in the campaigns of 1790 and
1791, after which Tipa was compelled to sue for peace and surrender
« large extent of territory. Soon after peace had been made with
Tipu, Sindia marched to Poona, ostensibly 1o invest the young 'Pes'hwa.
.vith the insignia of the office f Vakil-i-Mutélik which he had obtained
“or him from the cmperor, but really to supplant Néna Phadnavis
nd win over the Peshwa. Contrary to Néna’s wishes, the Peshwa
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was decorated by Sindia, and a war of intrigue ensued between the
rivals, which was only ended by the death of Mihdd4ji Sindia in
February 1794, As Mahdddji’s successor was his grand nephew
Daulat Rdo, a boy of fourteen, Ndna I’hadnavis was freed from his
most dangerous rival.

Tedious negotiations had been going on for long hetween the
Nizim and the Peshwa; the Mardthis claimed long outstanding
balances of chanth and the Nizdm made countcr-claims. At last,
in the end of 1794, war was declared ; all the great Mardtha chicfs
joined the national standard, while the Nizdm advanced with all his
forces. ''he armies met near Kharda in- Ahmadnagar. In the battle
which took place the Mughal army was routed, mainly owing to the
cowardice of Nizdm Ali, who allowed himself to be shut up in Kharda
fort, where he was forced to sign a treaty giving up territory on his
western frontier from Purenda to the Tdpt

The sons of Raghunith Rdo, Baji Rio and Chimniji, were kept
in close conlinement by Nina Phadnavis; but the young Peshwa,
who was also in complete subjection, opened a correspondence with
B4ji Rdo. When Nipa discovered the correspondence he  stopped
it at once, and Madhav Rdo, apparently in a it of despair, committed
suicide on the "23rd of October 1795 by throwing hinsclf from hig.
palace in Poona.

The greatest confusion ensued. Nina Phad_navis, knowing that
Béiji Rio, the heir to the throne must be his enemy, summoned
the Mardtha chiefs to Poona, and persuaded them to agree to the
adoption of a son by _the widow of Mddhav Rdo. Bdji Rdo,
though imprisoned in the fort of Shivner, opencd communications
with Béloba Tdtya, one of Sindia’s chief advisers; and won h".n' over.
Néna, hearing of this, was greatly alarmed, and determined to
forestall Bdloba, and himself to scat Biji Rdo on the throne. Ilg
summoned Parashram Bhdu TPatvardhan from Tisgaon, and sent
bhim to Shivner to make the proposal to B4ji Réo, who consented,
and came to Poona. Sindia, enraged at his treachery, marched on
Poona ; Nédna Phadnavis, afraid to risk a hattle, retired to ]’urandhar,
and thence to Sétdra, while Parashrdm' Bhiu and Baji Réo awaited
the arrival of Sindia. By the advice of Bdloha Tatya Sindia determineg
to put Chimn4ji, Baji Rdo’s younger brother, on the throne; to this
Parashrim Bhiu agreed, and Chimndji was installed against his own
will in May 1796. Nina Fhadnavis had meanwhile retired into
the Konkan, where he began to plot afresh for the restoration of
B4ji Rdo. Ile won over Sakhardm Ghitee Shirzi Réo, who had
joined Sindia’s army, and through him Sindia who in October 1796
arrested Bdloba 'Tdtya and declared for Bdji Rdo. Parashrdm
Bhdu fled, but was captured and thrown into prison. Ndna returned
to Poona and was reconciled to B4ji R4o, and in December 1796
Bdji Rdo was at length formally installed Peshwa. Ahmadnagar
and 1ts districts were made over to Sind’x as the reward of his help,
and Néna Phadnavis again became chief minister. His tenure of
power was short. After a year of constant disturbance at Poona, at
B4ji Rdo’s request he was treacherously arrested by order of Sindia
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and sent a prisoner to Ahmadnagar. His friends and relations
were scizedl and plundered, and great escesses were committed by
Sindia’s troops, wrged on by Shirzi Rdo Ghitge. Bdji Rdo having
got ril of Nina I’hadnavis, was now anxious to send Sindia away ;
but as he was unable to pay Sindia the arrcavs due to his troops,
he allowed “him to levy the money he wanted from the inhabit-
ants of Poona; Shirzi Rdo Ghitge was employed on this congenial
occupation, and exccuted his orders in the most brutal manner,
ill-treating all who were supposed to have money.

Meanwhile trouble was threatening from Sitdra.  The rdja had
been allowed, previous to Nina's arrest by Bidji Rilo, {o ceize the
fort. [Ile now refused to surrender it, and having collected some
troops, drove back a foree commandel by Mdhddev Rio Ristia.
Parashrim Bhdu, who was still a prisoner, offered, if released, to
march against the rdja. Ilis- offer being accepted, he surprised
the raja at Sitdra, completely routed his troops, and took him
prisoner.  The rdja’s brother, Chitar Singh, escaped to Kolhidpur,
and.with the help of that prince carried on a predatory warfare with
considerable success. )

Quarrels which broke out in Sindia’s family hetween him and ‘he
Bdis or widows of his uncle Mahidaji, reduced him to great diffi-
culties and kept him for some time in the Dakhan. The Biis, who
had been grossly ill-treated by Shirzi Rdo Ghdtge, were being sent as
prisoners to Ahmadnagar, when they were released by a party of
Sindia’s own horse, and took refuge in the camp of Amrutrdo, the
Peshwa’s adoptive brother. A large party in Sindin’s army, disgusted
with the tyranny of Ghdtge, took part with the Bais. An attempt
to surprise Amrut Réo’s camp failed ; hut when he marched to ’oona,
Ghdtge attacked him suddenly and pillaged his camp at Kirki. At
last Sindia was forced to arrest Shirzi Rio to put an end to his
excesses ; and in order to-obtain money to cnable him to return to
Hindustin, where his presence was much needed, he detem;ined to
rclease Ndna Phadnavis on payment of a large ransom, hoping too
that his release would annoy B&ji Réo. In this however he was
disappointed, as B4ji Réo soon persuaded Néna to resume his old placo
as minister (October 1798). Sindia was still unable, through want
of money, to leave Poona; the Biis had taken refuge at Kolhdpur,
and being joined by large nugabers of followers, marched northyards,
plundering all Sindia’s villages, and he was ’unable' to check them(i
At last by releasing his old minister Béloba Tétya, Sindia was enable
to bring his affairs into some order, An arrangement lgad been
nearly effected with the Bdis, when they took alarm and again begal;
plundering. It was not till the year 1800 that, with the help o
Yashvant Réo Holkar, they were driven-into Burhinpur and thence
to Milwa.

he war with Kolhdpur an. Chitr Singh had been going on with
va.rTyin.r_r, success, till in IScptember 1799 Parashrdm Bhéu was defeated
and killed by the Kolhdpur troops. Reinforcements were sent up, and
Kolhdpur was besieged and would have fallen had not the death of
Néna Phadnavis in March 1800 brought abouf; a change of policy.
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Néna's relations and friends were seized and imprisoned, Sindia was
allowed to send troops to overrun the jaéhgir of the Patvardhan family,
and peace was made with Kolhdpur.

At last, in 1801 Sindia marched north to check in person . the
progress of Yashvant Rdo Holkar. The country he left, was in the
greatest disorder, ravaged by bands of marauders, among whom was
Vithoji, the brother of Yashvant Réo. qukar, who was taken and
executed by order of the Peshwa. B4ji Rdo also disgusted the more
respectable of his chiefs by his treatment of the Rastia family, the
head of which,” Mahddev Rdo, was treacherously seized and imprisoned
in Rdygad. Yashvont Rdo Holkar, who bad at first been successfu]
against some of Sindia’s detachments, was completely defeated by him
at Indor in October 1801 ; but he soon rallied his forces and marched
south, sending on a detachment under Fateh Sing Mine to ravage
Khindesh and the Dakhan. His orders were carried out ; the Peshwa’s

- officers were defeated and Khdndesh and the Gangthari desolated,

Fateh Sing Mdne advanced south, defeated a force under Balaji
Kunjar at Gdr Dhond, and stormed the camp at Bé.r{).mﬁti.' Sindia sent
a large force to the aid of the Peshwa, which, passing Holkar's army,
joined the Poona troops, and the united forces took up a position at
the Alla pass. Holkar, however, marched south by Ahmadnagar, anq
thence to Jejuri, joined Fateh Sing Mzinfa, and came down the hillg
towards Poona, encamping between Loni and Hadapsar. Here he
was meét by the allied forces, and a battle ensued on the 23rd Octobey
1802, in which he was completely victorious. B4ji Rdo fled to
Sinhgad, thence to Réygad, and finally to Mdhdd in the Konkan ; and
not feeling safe -even there, he took ship and landed at Bassein.
Holkar was thus left complete master of Poona. At first he did not
abuse his vietory. He invited Amrut Réo to come from Junnar and
take charge of the government, which he did after some delay, and
allowed his son Vindysk Réo to be placed on the. thrope. This being:
done, Holkar began to plunder the helpless inhabitants of Poona.
mercilessly, till he and Amrut Rdo were drawn from the city early in
1803 by the approach of the British treops.

B4ji Réo, as a last resource, had entered into an alliance with the
English, and signed a treaty at Bassein in December 1802, binding
himself to keep up a subsidiary army, and not to engage in hostilities
without the consent of the English Govosnment. At the same time,
with his usual dvplicity, he intrigued with Sindia and Raghuji
Bhonsla, with the double aim of persuading them to attack Holkar
and to make war on the English. The British Government took
immediate steps to replace B4ji Rio on the throme. A force under
General Wellesley marched from Mysor to Poonia, while a part of the
Haidarabdd contingent moved to Purenda. General Wellesley wag
joined on his way by the jahgird4rs of the Southern Marstha Country,
and drove before him the plundering bar s of Holkar's horse. As it
was feared that Amrut Réo who was hanging .about Poona, might
burn the city, General Wellesley made a march of sixty miles in thirty-
two hours, and arrived there on’the 20th April, while Colonel Stevenson
moved with the Haidarahdd troops to Gardaund (the present Dhond)
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on the Bhima, and thenee to the Goddvari. Amrut Rdo retired before
Cieneral Wellesley to Sangamuer, and.thenee to Nisik, which town he
sacked.  Ie subscquently came to terms with the Inglish, served
with them during the war, and was afterwards pensioned. B#ji Rdo
was brought bick to Poona in May 1803, and General Wellesley
took up a position near Ahmadnagar to await the result of the nego-
tiations which were going on with Sindia and Raghuji Bhonsla. These
chiefs viewed the treaty of Bassein with much dissatisfaction, and ab
last war broke out in August 1803; by the close of.the year the
confederates had been completely defeated at Assaye and Argaon, and
peace was made. Next year Ilolkar forced on a war with the English
Government, which lasted for more than twelve months, and was
chielly contined to Ilindustdn. IIe too was forced to sne for peace
in 1803,

When Biji Rdo was vestored, the country was in the utmost
confusion; but with the aid of the British troops the forts were
recovered and order partly established. Still his misgovernment and
the bad counsels of his chief advisers, Saddshiv Bhiu Mdankeshvar
and later on Trimbakji Dengle, prevented the country prospering.
B43i Rdo turned off without scrupleall the old servants of Government
aud disbanded the troops. In a.p.1S03 the rains failed, and'a fearful
faminé cnsued, aggravated by the war, and the country was nearly
depopulated.  Great numbers of the disbanded soldicrs died and the
rest settled’in their villages. The Bhils took advantage of the confusion,
and plundered the open country, even to the south of the Gangthari;
amd it was not till years had passed and great cruelties had been

exercised, that the Peshwa’s officers cleared the country of robbers south
of the Chdndod range.

In 1805, after the close of the war with Ilolkar, Fateh Sing Méne,
one of his officers, re-appeared in the Dakhan , and began plundering
the country south of the Nira till he was attacked and killed by
Balvant Rdo Phadnavis, the Mut4lik of the Pratinidhi.

B4ji R4o, when he felt seeure through the aid of the British troops,
endeavoured systematically to depress his jahgirddrs and cent_ra;h:z(;
his power. He took advantage of quarrels- between -the Pratinidui
Parashrém Shrinivds and his Mutélik, to interfere on behalf of the
latter, and he confined the Pratinidhiat Mhasvad (a.p. 1806). The chief
was soon rescued by his mistress, a Telin by caste, and having collected
a body of men, began plundering the Sétdra district, till he was
defeated and taken prisoner by Bapu Gokhle near Vasantgad. His
mistress retired to the fort of Vasota in the Ghéts, and held out for
cight months (a.n.1807). The jahgir was then given over to Bépu
Gokhle who levied heavy contributions before he gave it to the Peshwa
in Ap, 1811,

B4ji Rdo next turned on the powerful Patvardhan family, the
members of which had mever been well disposed towards him, and
‘had neglected -to send their contingent of troops. A war, in which
other jihgirdars would have joined them, was prevented oniy by the
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interposition of the English Resident, who collected an army at
Pandharpur ready to march on them; but the British Government,
while enforcing the military service due from the jihgirddrs, determined
to protect them in the possession of the lands lawfully held by them.
At a later period Mddhav Rdo Réstia failed to send his contingent,
and was stripped of all his. londs; and for similar conduct Appa
Desal Nipdnikar lost a large portion of his jahgir. In both these
cases Biji Rdo had craftily led the jihgirdirs to disobey orders that
he might have an excuse for seizing their Jands.

In 4.p. 1813 Bdji Rio determined to raise a body of disciplined
troops commanded by English officers. A brigade was formed and
stationed near Poona, as was also a brigade of the subsidiary fOi.'CO,
the rest of it heing sent to Sirur on the Ghod river about forty miles
cast of Poona. 1t was about this time that Trimbakji Dengle reached
the height of his power, and under his influence Béji Rio’s government
rapidly deteriorated. ~ Flis one object was to accumulate money ;
districts were farmed to the highest Dbidder ; no merey was shown to
the farmers who defaulted, and the farmers showed none in their turn
to the husbandmen, and made money by the open sale of justice.
Lrimbakji, who disliked thc English, also induced his master to
mcrease his forces, and to intriguc with all the Mardtha chicfs.
Negotiations had long heen going on between the Peshwa and the
Giiikwir respecting tribute due to the former, and in 1814 Gangddhar
Shdstri was sent on behalf of the Gidikwdr to Poona. Many efforts
were made by the Peshwa to win him over but without success, ar.ul
at last he was treacherously murdered at Pandbarpur Ly TrimbakjUs
orders, with the consent of the Peshwa (July 1815). ‘The British
Government at once demanded Trimbakji’s surrender, and after
some delay he was given up and imprisoned in the fort of fl‘h:’ma- In
less than a year he managed to escape, and, though in copstant
communication with the Peshwa, cvaded capture by the English by
wandering in the hilly parts of the country from Khdindesh to Satira,
stirring the wild tribes to revolt. )

Meanwhile a rising aoaingt the Peshwa’s authority was sprfz:’md}ng'
in the Ghats. Chibtﬁrb Singh, the brother of the l..?te réja of .S‘dfi_“'ﬂ,
had been seized in Khindesh in 1812 by Trimbakji Dengle and im-
prisoned in the fort of Kanguri; but in 1816 a Gosdvi, with the help
of some Rémoshj chiefs, gm'e’out that he was Chitar Singh, and
.sgxzed Pn-:neh}tg-ad, a strong fort in the hills south of Sitdra ; seyeyal
other forts fell into their hands, and the insurrcetion was never quite
quelled by B4ji Rio. 2

r 5 s .
1evp ;’:":}fakll, ﬂf‘S_lsted by the Peshwa, had zince his escape flliee]z‘
thcy N ien, and in 1817 large hody assembled at Nétcputa, south o

. a; when the subsidiary force moved against them they
r‘e’t.n'ed to Jath, and then'turned back to the Mghddev hills norf:h_ of
Ritdra, where they were attacked and dispersed, A similar rising
tffglf place in Khindesh. At last the Resident insisted on the surrender
})}‘ Irimbakji, and on a new treaty giving up the forts of. Sinhgad

urandhar and Rdygad. B4ji Rdo vielded with great reluctance.
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A new treaty was signed m May 1817, by which he consented
to cede territory for the maint:nance of the subsidiary force and the
fort of Ahmaduagar, to recognize the settlement with the jahgirddrs
m 1812, and to restore Middhav Rdo Riistia’s jihgir. The three forts
were given back in August, as the Peshwa appeared to be complying
with the treaty. In reality he was making preparations for the war
which seon broke out.

The Governor General hal for some time Leen concerting measures
for suppressing the Pendhiiris and restoring order in Central India.
Accordingly by the end of the rains the greater part of the British
troops were sent morth to take part in the operations. The Peshwa,
sceing  his opportunity, proceeded rapidly with his preparations
for war, promising all the time to send his troops north to aid
the British forces. At last, as the Resident suspected his sincerity,
the small foree at Poona was moved to a position at Kirki, and was
reinforced by a FEuropean regiment from Bombay, and on the afternoon
of the 5th of Novemlber a.p. 1817 the long-determined attack was ma le
by the Peshwa’s troops; 23,000 Maritlis assailed a British force
numbering 2800 men, and were decisively repulsed.  General Smith
who commanded the subsidiary force, had already begun his march
from the Gangthari on Poona, and on his approach the Peshwa
returned to Mihuli near Sitira, and there brought the rija of Sitdira
into his camp. The English ecommander, after occupying Poona,
followed Biji Rio, who returned hastiiy to Pandharpur, and then
up t]}e Bhima, past Juunar, and on to Brahmanvdda, where he
occupied a strong position in the hills; but General Smith, marching
round by Ahmadnagar and Sangamner, headed him, and he again
fled south.  On the news of Iys approach a detachment of the sub-
sidiary foree had been summoned from Sirur to Poona, and on the
1st of January 1318 reached Koregaon on the banks of the Bhima,
and found the Maritha army of 23,000 men on the opposite bank.
Though only 800 strong, the detachment held the village all day long
against the assauits of the Maritha army, and at night the encmy
retired haflled and continued their flicht south.  After a long and futile
chase, it was d2“ermined to reduce Satdra, and the fort surrendered on
the 10th of February 1818, A detachmen’ was then sent to take
the other hill forts, and the rest of the army under General Smith
resumed the pursuit of Biji Réo, who had been staying near, Sholdpur.,
lic was overtaken on the 20th of Tebruary at Ashti, and n the
skirmish Bdpu Gokhle his general was killed and the rija of Sitara
taken. Thence Biji Rio fled to Kopargaon on the Goddvari and
waited for help from Ifolkar; but being disappointed, again started,
and after long wanderings snrrendered to Sir John Maleolm at Dholkot
in May 1819, \

Meantime the English troops had taken the Peshwa’s eountry.
Chikan was captured by = force under Colonel Deacon; Sinhgad
Purandhar and Visota, where two Buropean officers were confined,
fell afier short sieges by April 1818, and Pratipsinh was formally
nstatled rdja of Sdtira en the Teh of April 18180 A force under
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General Manro bad marched north from the Karndtak, U'J_‘!”l"}'i“g‘ the
forts on the way; they routed a ])ody of Bdll Rﬁlo’s infantry under
the'walls of Sheldpur, and stormed the forf on April 13th, 18 18. R{‘:ygad,
where the Peshwa’s wife had taken refuge, was surrendercd on the 7th
of May, and during the same month the forts to the north of Peona
were reduced by Major Eldridge. ‘The last fort to fall in this part of
the country was Prachitgad, held by the falsc.Clntursmgh,)Whlch was
captured on the 13th of June. Thus the temitory of the 1 ghwa was
completely conquered by the Lnglish. Out of {his territory 1t was
thought politic io assin a part as a principality for the titular xdja.
A tiact extending from the Nira to the Vdrna and frowm the Ghats to
the Bhima was reserved for him, but was for the time placed under the
management cf a British oflicer, Captain Crani 1) udf, until ”ff )3un%-
rija could gain experience. The other districts Weie 1’“]"("“‘ ¢ )mi.,c ]01'
officers whose powers resembled those of the sa_ybubhc(.‘:,xs, and {.\.L
superintendence of the whele country was entrusted to a Commissioner,
Mr, Elphinstone. )
Tor a time troops were stationed at the chief 1»‘.:1.00;1.,].\.“;}‘}(1’;‘,Stit“,{ ?”.
Sholdpur. 'cona  Sivfir - ar and many of Liiju Law’s C.\ll.,b
pur, Loona, Siar, and Junnar, . 1 as soon as possible
aceepied servico,  They were Towever (1i51:n11'(11;( s ~00i -'H) s \ o
and the Wl forts wore dismangled.  Ab fivst mo oue Wil @OWE

travel arn . . enorl : hut this yestitiction was scon relaxed
rmed withoyt a passport : hut thy est o conspiracy

and the country remained quict.  Soon after the (:ml}(l)l i and Satin
® . . BT b QNCE Dad ld
for the expulsion of the English was discovered at (')]m"l were Qomé
1»}1!; the prompt execution of the vingleaders, amons . .-‘L:uce of hsuc]
Brahmans, had a good effect in preveniiy the recun PHER
attempts: N
P gt . C Ve hey were dealt
"Treatics vyero entored ingy with the johgirldrs, and they W 1EE
with in zecordance with their standing 1d r.lnc}l“)c lc;lld M-'mk'u-i:
British Government during the war. 'The land of the b, and the
such as the Nipli S Daphles of Jath, and the
Gl ¢ Nimbilkars of Phaltan, the DR 55 Gore those of
e 1rpades of Mudhol, were restored to them-intzot, £ “the Pratinidhi,
1¢ great oflicers of the Maritha rajas, the Pant Sachiv, the Pratitidai,
« B x Addlat . R L5 d
an'l the rdja, of Akalkot.  All ihese .jhi(.f- with the exception of the
1 B TIORY =5 L. e Q4 .
("l""'l’ades, were placed :It Jt'neir own wishi ander the raju of )‘S“t‘“:‘- ;
the Laids of the Pag ardhan family, which bl rizen unde the Peshy as,
were restoged Lo tham oo th o hS? 0 e dinglizh side at an carly
opportuni em, as they hai taken Y16 290 N harkar, wl
lll wnity, and even chiefs like the Rastids nd the Vinchurkar, who
1ad followed Byii R+ S Mowed to retein their personal
estates 31 Rdo to the last, were allowet

In April 1823 th
the rija, and theneet
t;‘lnl) he hecane imp
(x'ovc.rmucnt, and ag
nications with othep

g Tormally handed  to

¢ Sdtira territory wo o .
; - im cntirely.  After a

orward was managed by i ,
adent  of Ithc a;:ol{m'()l oxcreised l)yv.tllc British
e Jorsisted in_ intriguing and l_loldl.llg commu-
deposed in a.n, 1539 brinees in contraveation of his )trc".xg?f., j‘1c d“l:]:b'
et D 182 :.m(l senb as u state prisoner 10 Benares and. his
wother Shahjt was put on the theone,  Ihis prinee, who dik much for
the improvement of his territory, died i s p. 1815 without male i,
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and after long deliberation it was decided that the state should bie
resumed by the British Government.  Liberal pensions were granted to
the rdjv’s three widows, and they were allowed to live in the palace
at Sdtdia. The survivor of these ladies died in 1874,

Since A.p. 1848 no events of political importance have taken place
in these distriets. 'I'hroughout the Mutinies of 1857 peace was main-
tained and 1no open outbreak took place, though the mutiny of a
regiment at Kolhdpur gave rise to uncasiness, and there was undoulit-
cdly a good deal of disaffection at Sdtira among the classes whom the
resumptipn of the country had impoverished. In Poona too the doings
of Ndna Sdbeb, the adopted son of the last of the Peshwés, could not
fail to crcate an excitement among the Brdhmans, who felt that
power had passed out of their hands, and who would gladly have
regained it.

OF the Maritha families whose names figure constantly in history,
the first are the Minkaris or honourables, the old families who held
lands previous to the rise of {he Bhonsla dynasty. Mention has
already been made of the Sirké family, the old rulers of the Ghit
M4tha, who were dispossessed by the Morés. They have always held
high rank®among the Mardthds, and were frequentl y connected by
marriage with the rdjds of Sdtira. The conquest of the Ghit country
by Shivéji from the Morés, thé rdjds of J4vli, has also been mentioned.,
Members of the family were conspicuous as soldiers, and one of them
was for a time Sendpati.” The Nimbélkars'of Phaltan, whose surname
was originally Pavdr, arc one of the oldest Maratha families. They have
been deshmukhs of Phaltan since time immemorial, and were confitmed in
their rights by the kings of Bijipur. Though counccted by marriage
with the Bhonslis, they continued faithful to Bijapur till the fall
of the monarchy. In the reign of Shihu, one of the family was
sar-lashkar, and another member sided with the Mughals and obtained
the jighiv of Karmila and the title of Rdo Rambha. The DPhaltan
jahgirddr is one of the chiefs with whom the British Government has
centered into a treaty. He was placed under the rija of Sitira and
bound to furnish a fixed number of horse, and since the resumption of
the state he has heen placed under the Collector of Sitira. His
jihgir is a strip of country lying between the Nira yiver on the north
and the Mahddev hills on the south; it is about 400 square miles in
extent and yields a gross yearly revenue of about Rs. 1,00,000.
I'requent fatlure of the rainfall prevents the district from being a
fertile one, but it is fairly prosperous. Other branches of the Pavar
family distinguished themselves under Shihu and the Peshwds, and
‘founded the states of Dhir and Dewis in Central India. The Daphles
of Jath, whose original name was Chawhdn, take their present name
from the village of Daphlépur, of which they were pdtils. They held
a mansab under the Bijapur kings, but never rose to any great
cminence afterwards. A scparate treaty was made with them as with
the chicf of Phaltan. Jath lics to the south-cast of the Sdtéra district,
not far from Bijdpur, and is neither fertile nor populous. 1ts area is
about 700 square miles amd its gross yearly revenue about Rs. 1,70,000.
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The Midnes of Mhasiad were from an early period deshmukhs of part
of the Mdn desh, and were powerful chiefs.  They sided with the
Bijdpur government against Shiviji; and one of them, Nigoji Mne,
made himself notoricus by the murder of the gallant Santd;ji Ghorpade,
an action for which he was rewarded by o place in the imperial serviee,
The family never attained to any distinction under the Peshwids,  The
Ghitees of Khatdv were deshmukhs of Mdalavdi in the M:in desh, and
held a mansad under the Dahamani kings.  They also received a sansd
as sardeshraukhs from Ihrdhim Adil Shdh in A, 1626, Another biouse
of the same name, with the title of Shirzi Rdo, came from Kdwual near
Kolhipur. One cf this family is infamous as the cvil-adviser of
Daulut Rio Sindia, and the instigator and executor of the sack of
Poonain 1797, The Ghorpades of Kdpsi near the Varna and of Mudhol
near the Ghatprabha furmsh ceveral well-known names.  The oviginal
surname of the family was Bhonslé, and the tradition is that tlhe
present name was won by an ancestor who scaled a steep Konkan forg 1,y
the help of a string ticd o the tail of an iguana or ghorpad.  The most
celebrated of this family was Santdji, who was S'Jlliil>ﬂ'il from a.n. 1691
to 1698, and during that time was the terror of Mughal detachments,
He fell a victim to {he jealousy of his colle:gucs, and his sons ]Lft the
Mardtha service and estallished themselves at Sondur and Guti in {]i¢
Karndtak. Murdr Ko (the Morary Iow of .Ormc) was a memher of
this family, and was a conspicnous character in the war bci‘\\-cg‘n the
English and French on the Coromandel coast. He was reconeiled o
the Mardth:is under Msdhav R#o, but never kept up a close connection
with them. His fage was a sad one.  Guti, his capital, was taken hy
Haidar Ali, and he was thrown into prison, whe'rc hcﬁd}cd’.m Of this
family too was Baji Ghorpade, the ¢hief who s_cxzcd bh;vjl.ll'ﬁ Tather
Shahji, and who was afterwards surprised and killed by Shivaji.

Next we come Lo the families who owe their rise to Shiviji and his
house. Thestory of the ra jiis of Akalkot Is l'om:mt_!c. When Shahu wag
marching southwards on Sdtdra after his release in the year .. 1707,
his troops had a skirmish with some villagers, and in the middle of
the fight a woman came and laid her child ab Shahu’s feet. e took i,
up and adopted it, giving it in place of its own surname Lokhande,
thf;'n:une of Fateh Sine rihrms]zl-. Thouch not a man of any great
:ﬂ"h.t)'.- the adopted son of Shihn took part in the wars of the time, and
receved the jihgir f Akalkot in the Sholdpur (:().“(.!c(it)l"‘btt'-_ The
-‘\k:ﬂkot_ chief was one of those with whom the British Government,
entered into a treaty ; and he was put under the rdja of Sdtdra and i
now under the supervision of the Cotlector of Sholipur. The arey
of the sta'e is about 500 iniles and the gross yc:wly revenue about
Rs. 3,25 600. °
'l‘hOf the_n_lini.s{crs of the Sitira réjis two or_ll v retain any pqhition.
¢ Pratinidhi, whose office was not one of the eight createl Ly
Shivdji, but was made by RéjaRam in A v. 1680 for Pralhdd Nirdji, his
chief adviser, who accompanied him to J inji. ~The oflice was supposed
:j’ entitle the holder 10 take precedence of the Asht Pradhidns. T

irstof the present family who attawined distinction was Parashedn,

-
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Trimbak. e brought himself into notice as a subordinate of Rdmchan-
dra Pant, the oflicer in charge of the Sitira territory during Rim Raja’s
absence at Jinji, and was made Pratinidhi in A.p, 1700 by Tdrdbid ;
having opposed Shihu on his return, he was deprived of his office in
1708, but restored in Ap. 1720. His son Shripat Rdo, who was
Pratinidhi from 4.p. 1720 to 1747, was the able opponent of the Peshwis,
and his brother and successor Jagjivan attempted to prevent the trans-
fer of power to them in aA.p. 1749 ; he was, however, no mateh for his
crafty rival, and was imprisoned, and lost a considerable portion of his
Jdhgir near Sdtdra. The family continued to hold a large part of the
castern districts of Sdtdra, which they had originally recovered from
the Mughals, till the rebellion of the young chief, already mentioned,
inA.D. 1806. He was restored to the portion of his estates that remained
in A.p. 181X, when a treaty was made with him, and he was placel under
the pdja of Sdtdira. The Pratinidhi is now like the other jihgirdirs
under the charge of the Collector of Sidtdira. His possessions consist
of the Atpidi Mabdl in the Mdd desh, and a number of detached
villages, = His gross yearly income is about Rs. 2,00,000. The
Pant Sachiv was onc of the Asht Pradhdns, and the office became
hereditary like most of the others institated by Shivdji. The founder
of the present line was Sankrdji Nidrdyan Gaudekar, who was
appointed to the post in A.p. 1698 by Rdm Rdja. He distinguished
himself by recovering the country round the source of the Nira from the
Mughals, and it has beev ever since held as the jihgir of his family.
He also had in his possession Sinhgad and Purandhar. He was
among the chiefs who opposed Shdliu, but when he committed suicide
in A.p. 1712, his son Niiru was confirmed in the post. Purandbar was
given by the Pant Sachiv to Bildji Vishvanith Peshwa in A.D. 1714 in
return for his services in releasing the young chief from Damdji
Thor:it ; and Sinhgad was exchangad for Tung and Tikona in .Ap. 1750.
A treaty was entered into with this chicf in A.p. 1818, similar to that
made with the other jahgirdirs ; and he too is now under the Collector of
Sétara. His estate of Bhor is an extensive but hilly tract lying
along the Ghits to the west of Poona; its area is about 1500 square
miles, and its gross yearly revenuc is about Rs. 3,75,000, 2 good del
of which is derived from the chicf’s assignment on th,e revenue
of certain districts called the Sahotrg Amal. The Dabhide family
rose into importance under Shihu, -and in 1716 Khanderdo D4bhdde
was made Sendpati. The chicf scene of his exploits was Gujardt,
where he gained a firm footing. Ilis son Trimbakrdo was one
of the opponents to the rise of the Peshwds, but he was flefeatfed and
killed at the battle’ of Dabhoi in A, 1731 by Baji Rdo. Though
his child Yashvantrdo was made Sendpagi in his place, the family never
recovered their former- position, but were supplanted by their subordi-

nates, the Gaikwdrs, the present rulers of Baroda. The representative

of the D#bhides now holds only the two villages of Talegaon and
Induri, some twenty miles north-west of Poona.

"Of the families who rose to greatness under the Peshwis, the most

important was that of the Patvardhans, but their history. does not .
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come within the seope of this summary. When Biliji Vishvandth
was serving as a kdrkdn under Dhanidji Jidhav the Sendpati, one of
his fellow-kirkins was ADb#ji Purandhare, kulkarni of Sisvad, a
village cighteen miles south-cast of Poona. When Bidldji was made
Peshwa in 1714, Abdji Purandhare became his mutdlik or deputy
and the family were ever after faithful servants of the Peshwis, and

-acquired great influence. They still hold a high position mmone
R o

Brahmans. The Radstids rose to great power under the carlier Peshwis ;
but Bdji Rdo took a strong dislike to the family, which was 1-ep1'escntcml’
in his reign by Mddhav Rdo and Khande Rdo. Ina.p. 1801 he treacher-
ously imprisoned the former, and in a.p. 1815 deprived him of his jaheir
still the family served him throughout his last war with the lnolish,
and thereby forfeited considerable possessions.  The Vinchurkar i'a?nily’
who were equally faithful to Biji Rio, have been mentioned in anothor
section (Part I1. page 633), as the larger portion of their estates lies
in the Gangthari,
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Litrie is known of the territories included in Ahmadnagar Nésik
and Khdndesh previous to the Musalmdn invasions at the close of the
thirteenth century. The ancient remains, the rock temples of Ajanta,
Lllora, of Pétna in the Sdtmaila hills, of Nésik and Junnar with their
elaborate carvings and paintings, and the fine old wells and temples
which are found throughout these districts and known by the name of
Hemddpanti, thow that at different periods before the arrival of the
Musalméns the inhabitants had risen to a considerable height of civil-
ization and prosperity. The author of the Periplus (a.n. £47) mentions
tbat Dachanabades that is the Dakhan, from its two cities, Tagara
whose site is doubtful and Plithana the medern' Paithan on the
Gedivari, carried on trade with Barygaza or Broach. In Kh4ndesh
traditions of the shepherd kings or Gauli r4j4s, to whom are attributed
some. old remains, such as a tank hewn out of the solid rock in the
Songir fort and thé walls of the. Turan Mal fort, probably chiefly
belong ‘to-the Devgiri Yddavs. The old dam to the lake of Turan Mal
is attributed to the god Gorakndth. Hiuen Thsang, the Chinese
Buaddhist pilgrim who visited Mahdrdshtra early in the seventh
century of the Christian era, talks of its great capital mear a great
river, probably Nisik on the Goddvari, and its warlike inhabitants
governed by a Kshatriya king.

The capital of the Dakhan was afterwards moved to Devgad or
Daulatibéd ; and there, at the time of the first Musalmédn invasion
in A.p. 1204, reigned a king of the Yddav family. His power probably
extended over the open country of Daulatébid Ahmadnagar and Ndésik.
The hilly country of Béglin and of Gdlna about fourteen miles north
of Milegaon was held by independent rdjds, while the Satpuda hills
near Nimdr belonged to a race of Ahirs or shepherds, the la§t of
whom, Asa the Shepherd King, is said to have built the fort of Asirgad
shertly before A.D. 1370.

In a.p. 1204 Ala-ud-din Khilji, during the reign of his uncle
Jeldt-ud-din, emperor of Delhi, invaded the Dakhan through Berar with
7000 horse, surprised Rimdev Y4dav the king of Devgad, and extorted
from him a large tribute, before the rdjis of Kbhdndesh and Gt}lbarga.,
whom he had summoned, could come to his ail. Ala-ud-din then
retired to Hindustdn through Khédndesh.

In A.p. 1806 Malik Kafur, .\la-ud-din’s general, invaded the’])akhan
through Sultinpur, a provinece of Khdndesh, and overran Maharischtra.
Rémdev remained tributary to the Musalméns till his deat.h.. Hls‘ gon
revolted but was defeated, and Devgad his capital was takenin A.D. 1312,
Mahérashtra then became part of the Dehi -empire : 3 OVErnor was
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placed at Devgad, and Berar and Khandesh were formed into a scparate
province. In a.p. 1316 a second insurrection headed by -Hirpal Dev,
a cousin of the last chief, was successtul for a'time, but was put dewn
in A.p. 1313.

In a.p.1344 the Musalmdn nobles of the Dakhun revolted against
Muhammad Tughlak, and by a.p. 1347 they established their
independence. They chose for their king the general who had taken
the leading part in the war; and his dynasty is known as the Bahamani
dynasty. It lasted for about 150 years. The capital at first was at
Gulbarga and then at Bidar. The territory included the districts of
Nésik and Ahmadnagar; but the rdjis of -Bdgiin and Gélna
maintained their independence ; and Khindesh remained for somne time
longer under the Delhi sovercigns.  Farishtah  speaks of a rdja of
Antur, aud more than a hundred years later the forts of Antur and
Vairagal were in the hands of the Mardthds, from which it would
appear that the Bahamani kings had not a firm hold of the countr
about the Sdtmadla hills. A governor was stationed at Daulatdbad,
and ruled a province comprising Cheul in the Konkan, Junnar, Daulat-
dbdd, and Mhiropatan or Mahdrishtra.

For many years the western districts enjoyed peace. A rising took
place at Daulatdbdd in a.p. 1366 headed by one Bahrdm Khin,- aided
by a Yéddav chief and by the rdja of Baglin; the rebels marehed
to Paithan, and the king’s troops encamped at Shevgaon. In the
engagement that followed the rebels were routed, manly through the
impetuous attack of king- Muhammad Shadh.

About a.n. 1370 the d'stricts of Thélner and Kurunda in Khdndash
were given by Firtz Tughldk of Deihi to Malik Réja an Arab
adventurer. He attacked the rdja of Biglin and forced lu'm to pay
tribute; and also invaded Sultdnpur, which belonged to Gujarat, hut
was driven hack into Thélner. e died in Thélner in 4.p. 1399, aud he
and several of his successors were buried there. ~Thélner was given to
his younger son, and the rest of his posscssions to Malk Ndziv his elder
son, who is considered the first king of Khandesh and the founder of
the Faruki dynasty. Malk Nizir maricd the daughter of Muzaftar
Shah of Gujarat, and thoueh there was not unfrequently war Letween
them, the Khandesh PTiIlECS usually acknowledged the supremacy of
the kings of Gujardt.

Soon after his accession Malik Nézir seized by trcache{'}' f‘l}e f01'1§ of
Asirgad from Asa the Ahir; and 4t the advice it is said of Shaikh
Zeinudin, a sage of Daulatdbdd, he built the towns of Bur.h:inpur and
Zeindbdd on the Tipti. Burhdnpur became the capital of Khindesh
and one of the most important towns south of the Narbada, standing
on one of the highways between Hindustdn and the Dakbhan. In
A.D. 1417, with the help of the king of Malwa, Mélik Nézir recovered
the fort of Thdlner from his brother : took Sultdnpur and overran
Nandurbér in A.p. 1420, but his troops were soon driven out by the
Gujardt army. In A.p. 1435 he invaded Berar, which was then
subject to the Bahamani kings, but he was attacked by Ala-ud-din
Bahamani, who $ook Burhénpur and ravaged Khéndesh. Mdlik Nézir
took refuge in the fort of Laling, but was defeated and hes'eged by
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the Dakhan troops in a.p. 1437. "He died dwing the siege, which
was raised on the approach of ald from Gujardat. The Khdndesh
dominions appear to have included the country between the Satpudés
and the Tapt as far west as Thilner, which was a frontier fort, and
as far east as Burhinpur and Asirgad ; and to the south of the Tépti,
the country from Zeindbdd up to the Satmila hills, as far west as
Laling, which was also a frontier fort.

Malik Nézir was succeeded by his son Miran Adil Khdn. He was
assassinated in A.p. 1441 and his son Mubdrik Khén reigned till
AD. 1457. Adil Khin then became king, and his reign, which lasted
till A.p. 1503, was one of the most flourishing periods of Khindesh
history. He neglected to pay tribute to Gujardt, but was forced to do
so about the year 1.199.

Towards the end of the fiftcenth century the.Bahamani dominions had
become greatly extended, and they were redistributed into eight provinces,
of one of which Daulatibdd was the head, and of another Junnar.
About A.p. 1435 these provinces were placed under Malik Ahmad Behert,
who made Junnar his head-quarters, and employed himself in reducing
the petty Mardtha chiefs. His father, Nizam-ul-Mulk, was murdered
at Bidar in 4.p. 1480, and Malik Ahmad threw off his allegiance to
the Bahamani kings. Ile defeated the first force sent against him ; and
when a second army was sent he tetived to Junnar, and then marched
to Jeur, a village near the source of the Sfna river. The Bahamani
troops marched by Tisgaon to Bhing:ir, and remained inactive there
for nearly a month, ill Malik Ahmad suddenly marched across from
Jeur, surprised and routed them. This victory secured the independence
of the kingdom of Ahmadnagar and the power of the Nizdm Shih
dynasty as the line of Ahmad is called ; and about the same time
Yusaf Adil Shdah made himself independent at Bijdpur. The history
of the Dakhan for the next ecentwry and a half is the story of a
succession of wars between the Muvhammadan kings of Khéndesh,
Berar, Ahmadnagar, Bidar, Golkonda, and Bijdpur; and till the
completion of the Mughal conquest of Ahmadnagar in a.p. 1637,
hardly a year passed in peace, and the state of the country, especially
round Sholdpur, must have been miserable = Khdndesh was more
fortunate than the Dakhan, and till the Mardthds began their
depredations 1t enjoyed comparative rest. Under its own kings and
under the Mughals 1t was one of the richest countries in India. Under
the Mughals Burhdnpur was the head-quarters of a royal viceroy, and
the aqueducts and the remains of the palaces and mosques attest its
former importance. The population of the country was large, irrigation
was common, and districts such as Navdipur Sultinpur and the Pil
Tappa, now almost deserted on.account of their unhealthy climate,
were formerly thickly peopled and highly cultivated.

‘When Malik Ahmad had cnsured bhis own safety, he endeavoured
to secure the fort of Dauiatdoid. His first efforts were unsuccesstul,
and he then determined to build his-capital in a central situation near
the scene of his victory at Bhingdr. In two years (a.p. 1493-1.195) a
city sprang up, which, says Farishtah, equalled in splendour Bagdad
and Cairo and was called by its founder’s name. There are pow at
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Ahmadnagar no buildings which can compare with those of its rival,
Bijdpur ; a few tombs and the aqueducts and fort are almost the only
memorials of the Musalmdn rulers ; but while Bijapur is deserted by
trade Ahmadnagar is still one of the most thriving towns in the
Dakhan. Ahmad built a palace and - made a garden where the present
fort stands, and brought water in three aqueducts from Kapurvidi, a
distance of about five miles.- On the capture of Daulatdbad he built a
mud fort which about the year a.p. 1560 was replaced by the present
stone building. Ahmad is said to have builtthe palace of which the
ruins remain at the Bhisti Bdg. He and his successors were buried in
the Roza Badg, close to the city, where their tombs stiil stand.

In ap. 1499 Mahmtd Begada, sovereign of Gujardt, overran
Khindesh; and Ahmad Nizdm Shih marched to Burhanpur to help
Adil Khdn Taruki of Khdndesh: their united forces drove Mahmad
back, but next year he réturned and exacted tribute from Adil "Klyin.
When Ahmad returned from Khdndesh, he again attacked Daulatibid
and at last took it. About this time the kings of the Dakhap
mutually acknowledged éach other and settled the boundaries of {heip
respective kingdoms. That of Ahmaduagar comprised the present
districts of Daulatibdd, Ahmzalnagar, the open country of Poona ang
N4sik, and part of the Konkan. Ahmad Nizim Shih is said to have
reduced the fort of Antwr and other places in the Siatmilds, and to
have made the rdjds of Biglin and Gdlna pay him tribute. On the
death of Aldil Khdn of Khdndesh in a.p. 1503, his brother Dgud Khidn
came to the throne, and reigned fill 4 ».1510.  His death was the
signal for confusion’ till Adl Khdn II. was put on the throne by his
grandfather Mahmud of Gujardt. ’

Ahmad Nizim Shih dielin A.p. 1508, and was succerded by his
son Burhdn, during whose long reign (1508-1552) ALmadnagai was
constantly at war with Bijipur. The eause of quarre. was tT]e richt
to Sholdpur and the adjoining five districts.  These had heen 1)1'011150(1
to Burhan by Tsmiel Adil Shil as the dowry of his sister, who wag
married to Burhdn in a.p. 1523, The distriets were not given at the
time ; Burhdn overran them in A.n. 1543, and gave them haclk and
finally in 1549 with the aid of the kings of DBilar and B’ﬁjzina.tr;u- he
took Sholipur. In a.p. 1526 Burhin took from the king of bBemr
the district of Pathri the home of his ancestors, overran ‘Ber:u', and
routed the' Khdandesh forces; but in 4A.p. 1528 Bahidur Shil nf
Gujarat came {o aid them, drove back the Ahmadnagay troops, and
occupicd Ahmadnagar, while Burhdn retirel to Junnar. Bahddur
Shih built the black terrace (where the present Zacheri stands), and
remained in the city forty days, when he was compelled to retire for
want of provisions, and was followed by Burhdn to Daulatibad, where
peace was made. In that year and in 2.p. 1530, when Burhin met
him at Burhdnpur, Bahddur Shdh’s supremacy was acknowledged.

Adil Khdn IT. of Khdndesh died in 4.5.1520. He was succeeded
by Miran ‘fubhammad; who tvok part asan ally of Bahddur Shdh
in the war j. 6 mentioned. When Bahddur Shih died in a.n. 1535
his heir Mahmid was a prisoner at Asirgad in the hands of Miran
Muhammad, who took advantage of this and had himself proclaimed
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king of Gujarit. He died in six weeks, and his brother Mub4rak,
who succeeded him en the throne of Khéndesh, released Mahmad but
obtained from him the provinces of Sultinpur and Nandurbdir as his
ransom. These provinces remained from that time part of the-Khdin-
desh kingdom, and an attempt made in 4.p. 1566 by Chengiz Khdn, a
Gujardt general, to retake them, was defeated, after he had penetrated
as far as Thdlner. Mubirak reigned till 1566. He was the first of
the Khdndesh kings who came in contact with the Mughals. In a.p.
1561 Bdz Bahiddur was expelled from Mélwa by Akbar; the Mughal
forces followed him into Khindesh and sacked Burhdnpur, but were
overtaken and routed by Mubdral.

In A.p.1553 Hussain Nizdm Shah succeeded his father Burhdn and
soon became involved in war with Ali Adil Shdah, who was aided by
Rdamrdj of Vijayanagar, while the king of Goikonda sometimes sided
with ope party sometimes with the other. The allies advanced and
besieged Ahmadnagar, but were forced to retire for- want of supplies.
Hussain then built the present stone fort, and carried the war into the
districts necar Sholapur; but having suffered a severe defeat near
Kalysn, in which he is said to bave lost 600 cannon, among them
the great gun now at Bijdpur, he had ‘to retreat to Junnar, while the
allies once more besieged Ahmadnagar (4.p.1562). The rains came
on, and a flood of the Sina is said to have carried away 25,000 men of
Rémrdj’s army. The allies retreated, and the Musalmén kinws
alarmed’ at the insolence of Rémrsj, combined against hirn. Hussain
gave his eister -Chdnd Bibi to Ali Adil Shéh in A.D. 1563, with
Sholapur as ber dowry, and the united forces invaded the Vijayanagar
territories. A decisive battle was fought at T4dlikot on the Krishna
in which Rdmidj was killed and his army routed. Soon after this
Hussain died and was succeeded by his son Mortiza, a madman.
He overran Berar, defeatéd the Khdndesh troops who opposed him, and
by A.D. 1572 annexel it to the kingdom of Ahmadnagar. As he grew
older he secluded himself entirely, and entrusted the management of the
kingdom to Salibat Khdn, a minister who has left a high reputation
for ability and iutegrity. He is said to have begun the tank at
Bhatedi near Ahmadnagar, which has lately (1877) been restored ; abd
his tomb on the hills to the eact of the city is a prominent feature in
the landscape. He was dismissel and imprisoned ahout the year
A.D. 1585, bacause the king contidered that he was responsible for a war
with Bijipur; he was released in A.p. 1588 after Mortiza's death, and
died in a.p. 158). Mortiza was killed in A.p. 1587 by his son Mir4n,
who 1eigned only a chors time being assassinated by his minister
Mirzi Khdn, and Ismiel was put on the throne in 1568S.  Akbar, the
emperor of Delhi, seized the opportunity for interference in the affairs of
the DDakhan, and favoured the claims of Burhén the brother of Mortiza.
Ibrahim Adil Shah also took Burhdn’s side. He was at first unsuccess-
ful, but in A.p. 1590 he defeated Ismdel’s troops and became king.

In Khindesh Mubsrak, who died in A.D. 1566, was succeeded by his
son Mir4n Muhammad., It was this prince who interfered unsuccess-.
fully on behalf of Berar in 1571, He died in 1576 and was succeeded
by his brotker Réja Ali.
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In a.p. 1594, Burhin Nizém Shdh died and was <ucceeded by
Ibrahim, who was killed the same year in bLattle avith Bij4pur. The
nobles of Ahmadnagar were divided into four factions, and the chief
who held the city, and had in his power the infant king Bahddur
Shdh, called in the Mughals. T'heir army drew ncar the city under
the command of Murdd, son of Akbar, but the approach of danger
made the nobles unite to defend their capital. Chind Bibi, the widow
of Ali Adil Shah and aunt of the young king, threw herself into the
fort ; persuaded the king of Bijipur to march to her aid; and by her
gallant defence forced tho Mughals to raise the siege and retire (a.p.
1595). A temporary peace followed and Berar was surrendered {o
the Mughals.

Next year (a.v. 1596) fresh disturbances broke out at Ahmadnagar,
and Murdd again marched intc the Dakhan with Rija Ali of Khindcsh
as his dependant and ally. The kings of Golkonda and Bijipur joined
the Ahmadnagar forces, and a great battle was fought il Jaquary 1597
ab Sonpat on the Goddvari with no decisive results. Raja Ali was killed
in.the fight, and was succeeded by his son Bahddur Khdn.

Akbar now marched in pérson to carry on the war, and m‘ri.vcd at
Burhdnpur in the year 4.p. 1599. Disagreements arose between him and
the king of Khdandesh, and Akbar overran I&hz‘indesh mld blocka.ded
Asirgad, where the king took refuge. Meanwhile Akbzm: s son, prince
D4nisl, had advanced on Ahmadnagar; the place was n utter con-
fusion ; the soldiers murdered Chand Bibi, and a few days later the
Mughals stormed the fort and took the king prisoner (July- 1600).
Shortly afterwards Asirgad surrendered ; the king was spnt a prisoner
to Hindustdn, and Khdndesh became part of the empire of Delhi,
Prince Danidl was made governor of Khandesh and Berar; his capital
was at Burhanpur; and for a time Khindgsh was called after him
Diindis, and copper coins were struck at Barhdnpur called Dénpaisa.

The Nizdm Shdh-dynasty did not become extinet on the fall of the
capital. Malik Ambar, an Abyssinian, sct up Mortiza as king, retire(
across the Gudavari, and founded a city at Kharki near Daulatdhsd,
to,which Aurangzib afterwards gave the name of Aurangdbid. e
dcfeated the Khan-i-K hanan the Mughal leader, and re-took Ahmad-
nagar and Berar. In a.p. 1612 he drove hack another army and £oree
it to retire into Baglén, and it was not till A.n.1617 that he was defeateq
by Shéh Jahdn and forced to surrender Ahmadnagar, which thence-
forward remained in the hands of the Mughals. He died in A.n. 1626,
Malik Ambar was not more famous for his skill as a general than for
his revenue administration; and the settlement made by him was
preserved in Shéhji’s jihgir round Poona, though in many districts it
was supplanted by Todar Mal’s settlement. 1t was under him that
the Maratha chiefs became important. The greatest family was that of
the Jadhaves of Sindkhed, whose chief went over to the Mughalsin a.p.
1621. The J4dhaves were descendants of the rdjds of Devgad ; and
the villages of Hatnur, Bansendra, and Bokangaon not far from Ellora,
are still held by the family. The Bhonslds of Verola or Ellora, from
whom came Shiv4ji, were another important family.

In A.p, 1628 war broke out on accounf of Khdn Jahdn Lodi, the
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Mughal governor of the Dakhan, who was suspected by Shdh Jahdn
and tock refuge in Biglin. "The Deshmukbs refused to surrender
him to the Mughals, and drove back their forces, but Khin Jahin
was at last obuged to Hly, and was afterwards overtaken and killed.
In a.p. 1631 Mortiza Nizam Shih was killed by the son of Malik
Ambar, and Daulatabad was taken by the Mughals in a.p. 1653.
Shihji Bhonsla, the father of Shivdji, set up another king, and
overran the country south of the Chindod range and as far east
as Ahmadnagar; in A.p. 1634 he drove back the Mughals from
Purenda and forced them to retire to Burhdnpur, but fresh forees
were sent, and in A.D. 1637 he came to terms and surrendered the
Nizidm Shdh prince, and thu the kingdom of Ahmadnagar was
extinguished.

In A.0.1633 Khindesh was made into a subka, and included part
of Berar and the present district of Khiandesh as far south and west as
Giilna.  The districts of Sultdanpur and Nandurbdr had formerly been
joined to the subhi of Milwa. The country south of Kliindesh as far
as the Bhima was made into a separate sibla, of which Daulatabid was
the head. Both governments were in 1636 united under Aurangzib.
He reduced the hilly country of Biglin, swhich washowever soon relin-
quished. In the ycars of quiet which now succeeded Shih Jahdn
introduced into his Dakhan possessions a new revenue system known
as that of Todar Mal. T'his assessment called tankha was. the standard
assessment till the British revenue survey systém was introduced. In
1616 Sir Thomas Roe passed through Khindesh and was received at
Burhdnpur by prince Parvis.  The city had not then recovered from the
ravages ,of the late wars, and contained few fine buildings. Forty
years later it was visited by the French traveller Bernier, and about
A.D.1665 by Tavernicr, who travellel up from Surat. At that time
there was a constlerable trade in hreeades and muslins.  Tavernier
mentions Nandurhir as famous for its musk melons and grapes and
for its careful and hardworking hushbandmen. In a.p. 1670 the English
factory was moved from Ahmadibid to Nandurbir.

Before the middle of the seventeenth century Sili\'ﬁjf; the founder

of the Mardtha empire, had begun to establish himself in the western..

hills.  In A.D.1657 he ventured to attack the Mughal territory, and
surprised the town of Ahmadnagar. He was driven off, but carried
away considerable beoty. Profiting by the confusion which ensued on
the struggle for power between the sons of Shdh Jahdn, Shivdji
extended his ravages, and scarcely a year passed without incursions
into the Ahmadnagar districts. The fort had gained a reputation for
strength since its successful defence by Chand Bibi, and the Mardthds
never ventured to attack it In A.p. 1661 Shivaji sacked the townand
retired with his plunder.  After his return from Delhi in A.p. 1666, he
begap hostilities on a more extended scale. In 1670. after sacking
Surat, he retired through Khandech by the pass near Sdiher. A few
months later he sent Pratiprio Gujar into Khéndesh, and he for the
first time exacted from the village officers promises to pay chauth. At
the sams time Moro ’ant Trimal took the forts of Aundh and Patta in
the Akoia district and the important fortress of Salher in Béglén, which
B 97280
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commanded one of the great roads into Gujardt. Aundh and - P#ta
were re-taken by the Mughals in the same year, and in A.p. 1672
Mohabat Khén besieged Salher. Shivaji senta fored to raise the siege,
which™ was attacked by the Mughal troops ; after a severc action the
Mughals were completely routed, the sicge was raised, and the lost
forts were recovered.

In A.0. 1673 Khin Jahdn was sent to the Dakhan, but the usual
incursions continued, and finally Khdn Jahdn cantoned at Pedgaon
on the Bhima, and built a fort which he called Bahidurgad; and
from that time Pedgaon became an important frontier post of the
Mughals. Shiviji’s attention was for some time directed to other
quarters, but in A.p.1679 he crossed the Bhima and plundered the
country up to Gdlna; on his return he was attacked near Sangamner
on his way to Patta. He drove back the first body which attacked
him with considerable difficulty, and was proceciing on his way,
when he found the road blocked by another body of.troops, and
only the superior knowledge of his guides enabled him to avoid the
enemy and reach Patta in safety. Shivdji then reduced all the forts
round Patta. Hedied in the foilowing year (1680). In a.p. 1684 the
emperor Aurangzib left Hindustin and reached Burhdampur with the
grand army of the empive. IIe senton two armies, one under his
son Modzim by Ahmadnagar to the Konkan, the other under his
son Azim to reduce the Chindod country. Sidlher was given up,
but the Mughal army was completely repulsed by the havalddr of
the fort of Rimsej near Nisik, and retired. Patta and the other
forts were reduced by the Mughais. Aurangzib advanced to Ahmad-
nagar in A.p.1685, and eéven while he was there the Mardtha troops
moved up from the Konkan, ravaged the whole of Khéndesh, sacked
Burbdnpur, and returned plundering by Nisik. Till a.p. 1707
Aurangzib was detained in the Dakhan engaged in a weary and,
fruitless contest with the Mardthis, and in that year he retreated hard

pressed to Ahmadnagar, where he died on the 21st Febroary 1707.
He was buried at Roza.

Owing to the dissensions hetween the sons of Anrangzib the Mughal
power in the Dakhan rajidly declined.. In a.n. 1716 Diud Khin,
governor of the Dakhan, revoite.l against the Saiads, who then ruled af
Delhi in the name of the emperor Iarukshir ; he was, however, defeated
and slain in a battle in Khéndesh by Hussain Ali Saiad. IHussain ‘Ali
then sent troops to open the communieation between Burhdnpur and
Surat, which was stopped by Khanderdio Didlhdde, a Mardtha leader,
but they were surrounded and eut to pieces by that chief. A larger
force was then sent, and a hattle was fought ncar Ahmadnagar; the
result was indecisive, hut the advan tage remained with the Margthés.
At laist atter tedious negotiations, through the ab'e management of
Bél4ji Vishvanith the Peshwa, the Mardthds obtained in A.p. 1720 the
grant oli the chantl and sardeshmnkhi of the six divisions of the
Da.kh;a.n including Ahmadnagar and Khandesh. Shortly after this,
the w1thdr'c}wal of imperial power from the Dakhan was completed by the
}‘evolt of Nizam- ul-Mulk, governor of Malwa. He crossed the Narbada
In A.p,1720: Asirgad and Burhénpur were surrendered to him, and
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the whole of Khindesh acknowledzed his authority. He then defeated
one imperial army at Burhdnpur and another at Baldpur in Berar, and
from that time was practically independent. Ahmadnagar and the
Gangthari were subject to him as well as Khindesh.

Nizdm-ul-Mulk died in 4.0.17438 at Burhdnpur, and the Peshwa
took advantage of the disturbances which followed his death to attack
his successor Salibat -Jang. The Peshwa had however miscalculated
his power, as Salibat had as his- general the Frenchman DBussy.
The Nizdam: advanced to Abhmadnagar in A.p.1751. Bussy repelled
the attacks of the Mardithis and surprised their camp at Réjipur on
the Ghod river. As it advanced the Nizim’s army plundered
Rinjangaon and destroyed Talegaon Dhamdhera. A severe action
was fought here, and the Nizam’s troops were nearly routed, but
they advanced to Koregaon on the Bhima. News then arrived that
the fort of Trimbak near Nadsik had been surprised by the Mardthds,
and Saldbat Jang returned to Ahmadnagar;- in A.p. 1752 he marched
thence by Junnar to retake the fort, but being hard pressed by the
Mardthds he agreed to an armistice. He was the more ready, as he
was threatened by an attack from his cldest brother Gizi-ud-din,
who advanced with a large army to Aurangdbad, and promised the
Mardthds to cede them the country between the Tdpti and the Godavari
west of Berar. Gizi-ud-din was poisoned while at Aurangibid, but
his bLrother Saldbat confirmed the ecession, and thus the Mardthés
gained the greater part of Khdndesh Nésik and the Gangthari.

In 0. 1759 the Mardthds at length gained the fort of Ahmadnagar.
It was betrayed to the Peshwa for a sum of money by the Nizdm’s
commandant Kavi Jang, whose descendants still hold some indm
villages in Karjat to the south of Ahmadnagar. ~War ensued between
the Peshwa and the Nizdm ; the Mardthds began by taking the fort
of Pedgaon on the Bhima ; they then attacked the Nizdm at Udgir
and forced him to come to terms (a.p.1760). He surrendered the
forts of Daulatdbid, Sinnar, Asirgad, and Bijdpur; confirmed the
surrender of Ahmadnagar, and gave up the greater part of the
provinces of Bijipur Bidar and Aurang:ibdd. By this treaty t-!re
whole of the present distriet of Ahmadnagar and part of that of Nésix
were gained by the Marvdthds. Next year they sulfered the dlsa}strous
defeat of Pinipat, and the Nizdm, taking advantage of their distress,
advanced, burned the temples of Toka at the meeting of the Pravara
with the Goddivari, marched on Poona, and forced the Peshwa to
restore some of the districts lately ceded.

In A-p. 1762 quarrels arose between the Peshwa Mddhav R4o and
his uncle Raghunsth ; and the latter, in order to gain the help of the
Nizim, agreed to restore the remainder of the districts ceded in a.p. 1760.
A treaty was made to that effect at Pedgaon, but as the quarrcls in
the Peshwa’s family were adjusted, the treaty was not carried out.
Consequently in a.p. 1763 th: Nizim marched on Poona and burnt
it. As he retired he was overtaken by the Marithis; and part of
his army was attacked by them at Rdkshasbhuvan on the Goddvari
and cut to picces. . After this defeat the Nizim came to terms and
confirmed the former cessions.
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In A.p. 1767 fresh quarrels hroke out Letween Alidhav Rio and his
uncle. Raghunith levied troops in the Gangthari and encamyjed
ncar the fort of Dhodap in the Chindod range; but his forces were
defeated by Midhav Riio, and he was taken prisoner. In a.n, 1774 after
Raghunith had defeated the army f the Ruiliman ministers at
Pandharpur, he marched to Burhinpur and thenee to Milwa; and
then hoping to gain followers in Gujarit, he moved to Thilver in
Khandesh, garrisoned it, and proceeded to Surat. Thdlner was soon
reduced by the Ministers’ troops.

The English now took part in the quarrels among the Marithids.
In 1778 the first English force marchued across India under Colonel
Goddard, who, after reaching Burhdnpur, pursued the route through
Khindesh to Surat. The war was finished in A.n. 1752 hy the treaty of
Salbdi, and Raghundth retired to Kopargaon on the Goddvari in the
Ahmadnagar district, where he soon after died. 1lis family remained
there till A.p. 1792, when they were removed to Anandveli near Nisik,

In A.p. 1795, in consequence of the Peshwa’s exorbitant demands,
war broke out between him and the Nizdm. The Nizdm marched ag
far as Kharda in the south of the present district of Ahmadnagar and
was met there by the Mardthas. The issue of the engngement whicl
ensned was for some time doubtful, till the Nizdm took fright and
retired into the fort of Kharda, where he was shut up and forced to
sign a treaty surrendering districts along the frontier from Purinda
to Daulaidbid. This was the last occasion on which all the great
Mardtha chiefs acted together.

With the death of M4dhav Rdo IT. in A.p. 1796, a time of confusion
and trouble, unparalleled even in Indian history, began, and quiet
was not restored until the conquest of the country by the English in
A.p.1818. Tn A.p. 1797 Sindia, who had alrcady obtained large grants
of land in the Ahmadnagar districts, received the fort of Ahmuadnagar
and other lands in the neighbourhood as the price of his support of
the claims of Bdji Rido to be Peshwa. At the end of the same year
he seized and imprisoned in the fort the great minister Ning
Phadnavis. In a.p.1798 disputes between Daulatrio Sindia and the
two elder widows cf hisadoptive father Mahddaji Sindia resulted in the
war known as the war of the Bdis; their troops ravaged the parts of
the Dakhan subject to Sindia, and the country round Ahmadnagar
suffered severely, Ndna Phadnavis was relcased, and at last in a.n. 1500
Sirdia obtained the help of Yashvant Rdo Holkar, who attacked the
Bdis in Khindesh and “drove them into Burhinpur, whence they
managed to cscape to Mewér.

Soon after this war broke out between Holkar and Sindia. From
4.p. 1802 when Holkar devastated Sindia’s possessions in Khéndesh
may be reckoned the ruin of this once flourishing provinece. Holkar
marched on plundering through the Gangthari; he routed Narsinh
Vinchurkar, who opposed him, and advanced to Poona; then
followed the battle of Poona, which left the Peshwa at the merey of
Holkar. As his only resource Béji Rdo signed the treaty of. Bussein
with the English, and the English forces marched on Pocha.  Colonel
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Stephenson with the Haidaribid army took up a position at Purenda,
while Sir A. Wellesley advanced to save Poona from Amrut Réo the
adopeed brother of Bdji Rdao (April 1S63).  Amrut Réo retired to
Sangamner, ravaging the country, and then turned off to Nisik,
sacked it, and remained in that neighbourhood till the end of the war,
when he made terms with the English.  The common danger made
the Mardtha chiefs unite against the English.  During the negotia-
tions previous to the outbreak of the war Sir A, Wellesley marched to
Vilki, eight miles south of Ahmadnagar. * On the Sth of August he
stormed the town, on the 1Uth his guns opened on the fort, and on
the 12th it was surrendered. Wellesley then crossed the Godavari,
and on the 23vd of October fought the battle of Assaye. In October
‘Colonel Stephenson took Burhinpur and the fort of Asirgad, and
Sindia was forced to make peace. By the treaty of Sirji-Anjangaon,
Burhinpur Asirgad and his hhdndesh possessions were restored to
Sindia, while Ahmadnagar and its districts were given to the Peshwa.
The war against Holkar still continned, and his districtsin the Dakhan
were taken by the IEinglish.  Chdndod, Gailna, and other forts were
surrendered and 1n A.n. 1805 he came to terms.  His possessions with
the exception of Chindod Ambar and Shevgaon were at once
restored, and these districts also were givén up within two years.

To add to the miseries of the country, which had been ravaged by
several armies, the rains failed in 1808, and a fearful famine ensued.
Whole districts were depopulated; the survivors took refuge in the
forts built in the larger villages ; the Bhils and other wild tribes took
advantage of the confusion, collected in large bands, and completed

the ruin of the land ; they pillaged and murdered without mercy, and
none was shown to them 1n turn.

Under B4ji Rdo districts were farmed to the highest bidder; the
farmer had not only the right to collect the revenue, but to administer
civil and criminal justice; as long as he paid the sum required and
bribed the favourites =t court, no complaints were heard ; justice
was openly bought and sold ; and the mdmlatdir of a district was
often a worse enemy to the people than the Bhils. Under the former
Peshwds Khdandesh had been treated as a sep'r}ra,te province aud
placed under a sarsubbeddr, whose power sometimes extended over
Biglin, Baliji Rdo added a second sarsubheddr named Bdloba
Mandavagani over the country between the Goddvari and the Nira,
but on his death no successor was appointed. B4ji Réo appointed
one Hild ji Lakshman as sarsubheddr of Khdndesh and Béglén with
full powers to put down the Bhil disturbances. At the instigation
of Manohirgir Gosdvi, who commanded some troops under him,
Balaji invited a large body of Bhils to a meeting at Kopargaon on
the Godsvéari. He there treacherously seized them, and threw them
down wells. He cleared the country south of the Chdndod range
for a time, but in Khéndesh the Bhils became desperate, and
plundered more than ever. In A.p. 180G a second massacre of Bhils by
the Peshwa’s troops tnok place at Ghevri Chandgaon in the Shevgaon
taluka of Ahmadnagar. In Khdndesh the villages of Chélisgaon and
Dharangaon and the fort of Antur were the scencs of other atrocities.
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Part IT. ‘When Trimbakji Dengle was in power he was ordered to put down
KuANDESE the disturbances which had again risen to a great height. He gom-
NAsIx AND missioned Ndroba Takti, pitil of Karrambha, to clear the Gangthari

ABMADNAGAR,  apd 5000 or 6000 horse and a large body of infantry were given him,

40.1300-1818. pétil butchered the Bhils wherever found, and all who had any
commection with them without any distinction of caste. During
fifteen mouths it is said that 15,000 human beings were massacred.

The Pendhari In 1816 Trimbakji, who had been i‘mpris'oned at Thina in tho
I'Ar?b‘ig‘fés’ Konkan for the murder of Gangddhar Shistri, escaped and wandered

about the hilly country of Kluindesh. Jaglin N{isi‘l.{ and §a.-nga.mncr,
rousing the wild tribes, and wmaking preparations for war in
concert with his master. The Pendhiris whe had not hitherto ravaged
hindesh or the Dakhan also began to make inroads. In a.p. 1817
Godiji Dengle, Trimbakji’s brother, rose in Khdndesh: his foree
was dispersed by Lieutenant Davies with some of the Nizam’s cavalry,
but they re-assemblel and took a fort. The British armies were
how .collecting 1o crush the Pendhiiris. and in October 1817 General
Smith, who was in command at Sirur, marched to guard the
Chiandod passes ; but carly in November, hearing that affairs were
thrcutening at Poona, he concentrated his troops at Puntimba on the
Godivari. On the 5th of November Bijirdo’s power was overthrown at
Kirki. While General Smith marched on Poona, Biji Rio fled north,
Past Junnar to Brahmanvida in the hills south of Akola, General
Smith then marched to Ahmadnagar, which had surrendered, and
!Lhence over the Nimbdhera pass to Sangammer; the Peshwa heay-
1ng of his' movements fled south, and was followed by the British
army over the Vashira pass and south towards Poona. = After a long
Dursuit the Peshwa was overtaken in February 1818 at Ashti in
Sholépur. A skirmish ensucd, and in March 1818 he again fled
to Kopargaon, his old home on the Godivari. After a time he went
on to Chindod, but hearing that a British force was approaching
from the mnorth, he returned to Kopargaon, and thence fled east
and finally suirendered in May at Dholkot near Asirgad. In thé
meantime Holkar and the Pendhiris had been defeated, and by the
treaty of Mandesar in January 1818, Holkar surrendered o thg
English all Ljs possessions south of the Siatpudds. Sir T, His]op
marched into Khdndesh and summoned the fort of Thélner belongin,»
to Holkar. The commandant at first refused to surrender, but, as t)q
troops were Preparing to storm the place, he came gut and gave ll.imse]f
up;.a few of the i}roops entered, ‘when some mistake arose, and the
rab garrison cut them down and with them two oflicers; the forg
_Was at once stormed, the garrison put to the sword, and the com-
mandant, hanged. This example told, and the other*forts were rapidly
surrendered. = At the end of A.p. 1817,a Brihman named Déji Gop4]
collected a- few followers and drove the mémlatddr out of the fort of
Betzivad, south of the Tapti; he held the place and levied contributions
he heard of the fall of Thalner, when he evacuated the fort. The
strongholds in the Abmadnagar hills were reduced by Major Eldridge
and those in the Chindod range by Lieut.-Colonel McDowall. The
Arab mercenaries of the Peshwa collected in the strong fort of Mélegaon,
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built fifty years before by Niiro Shankar R4ja Bah4dur, to make a last
stand, and defended themselves with such obstinacy that the place was
not taken till the 13th of June 1818. With the fall of Asirgad on
the 9th of April 1819 the war ended. The whole of the Peshwa’s
dominions and those of Holkar in the Dakhan were taken by the
British Gevernment. In Khdndesh Sindia held the districts of
Réver, Varangaon, Edlibid, and Pdchora, and in Ahmadnagar half
of Shevgaon and the Shrigonda_pargana. Ridver and Pidchora were
finally made over to the Linglish Government in 1343-4y and the
o:her districts were taken in exchange in 1860 for territory given
to Sindia. The greater part of the Korti distriet was under Rio
Rambha Nimbdlkar till 1821, when it was given over to the Lnglish.
Khéndesh was placed under Captain Briggs, and Ahmadnagar with
the country between the Chdndod hilis and the Bhima wunder
Captain Pottinger. Little difliculty was experienced in restoring
order in Ahmadnagar; the country was exhausted and the people
willingly obeyed any power that could protect them ; the Peshwa’s
disbanded soldiers settled in their .villages; the hiil forts were
dismantled, and their garrisons gradually reduced. Near the
Sahyddris the country was in the hands of the Koli Niiks ; they and
the Bhil Ndiks were sent for, and the allowances and villages which
they already held were confirmed to them on the understanding that
they should keep the adjoining country quiet. In a short time the
Ahmadnagar districts enjoyed a peace to which they had long been
strangers-

In Khédndesh the pacification of the country was more difficult.
The Bhils formed a large portion of the population, and though the
open country was sooun cleared, 1t was not so easy to reduce the
mountainous tracts of the Sitpulds and the unhealthy wilds of the
west. . A considerable force was kept up, which had its head-quarters
at Mélegaon : the hills were guarded and outbreaks were severely
punished. On the other hand inducements were held out to the
Bhils to cultivate land ; two agencies were established, one for the
western Bhils and one for those in the eastern and southern districts
called the Kanar agency ; advances were made and land given free
to all who would settle ; allowances were made to the Ndiks who he!d
the hiil passes; and finally attempts were made to give the Bhils
empioyment by forming them into an irregular force. Owing to
the lazy habits gf the men and their dislike of discipline, the first
efforts failed. It was not till A.p. 1825 that Lieutenant (afterwards
Sir James) Outram was successful in fox:ming the Bhil Corps. His
patience and firmness, combined with his thorough knowledge of
their character, gave him a_great influence over his men ; they soon
did good service against bands of plunderers, and Khandesh by
degrees grew quiet.

When the British Government took possession of the country
much of it was almost ruined. Of Khéindesh the Honourable
Mountstuart Elphinstone, in his report’ on the teriifory conquered
from the Peshwa, says: Some parts of the province are still in
high cultivation, and others, more recently abandoned, convey a
strong notion of their former richness and prosperity ; but the greater
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part of Khdndesh is covered with thick jungles, full of tigers and
other will beasts and rcattered with the ruins of vilages. The
districts north of the Tépti in particular, which were formerly very
populous, and yielded a large revenus, are now almost an uninhabited
forest. Ifurther on he says: The east of Gangthari, though open
and fertile, is almost entirely uninhabited since the fumine of 1803;
the country between that and Ahmadnagar is better, and the
plains south of Ahmadnagar are for many marches in all directions
one sheet.of the richest cultivation.

As examples of the condition of the country it will be enough to notice
thatin a.p. 1503 only twenty-one out of 150 villages were inhabited in the
Nevdsa tiluka of Ahmadnagar, a district of the Gangthari, In other
parts of the same collectorate, in a.0. 1519, more than half the land was
waste and all the country round Sirur was unpeopied. In the Chopda
taluka of Khandesh, north of the T4pti, only four per cent of the land was
cultwatgd in 4,0.1818. The city of Ahmadnagar contained in 1518 a
population of 13,900, and in three years this number was almost
doubled. Tn Khéndesh new towns, such as Dhulia Pirola and
Jlgaon, sprang up. Land was taken for cultivation on easy terms,
and when, after some years of expericnce, the Revenue Survey was
ntroluced, the progress of the country towards prosperity was
steady.

Since the country came under British management the only
notable disturbances are those caused by the outhreak of the-Bhils
n 1857. The Bhils were excited by the mutiny in Hipdustdn, and
rose n the Ahmadnagar district in October 1857. A-skirmish took
place in that month bhetween a body of Bhils under Bhdgeji Niik
and the police under Captain Henry, in which Captain Henry was
killed. Other risings occwrred in Khandesh in the Satpuda Hilis
under one Kajar Singh, and in otlier parts and also in the Nizdm’s
territory in the country to the north and west of Aurangabdd,
Dgtaehments were sent out, and levies made, and after scveral
skirmishes and some loss of life the greater number of the bands
were bioken up; but it was mnot till November 1850 that the
dlst'urb‘a.,ncves were finally put down by the total destruction of
bhf‘go]l Niik’s hand by Mr. (the late Sir) Frank Souter, and a force of
police, and the dispersal of one ov two other bands at the same time
In the Nizfin’s territorics. In Khéndesh the town and fort of Pirola,
\{\"hlch belonged to a member of the Jhinsi tamily, were confiscated by
Government and the fort dismantled.

The number of important chiefs or jahgirddrs connected with
these districts is small. In the wild west of Khdndesh thirteen
petty stales are under the charge of the Colector as Politiea]
Agent. Of  these six are known by the name of Mewas and
seven by the name of Dings; the former are situated north of the
Tépti about the Sétpuda hills, and the l-tter south of the Tdpti and
below the Ghits. The chiofs are the descendants of the Bhil Ngiks
who held the western  districts whon the Dritish power was
cstablished : tho distriots are unhoalthy and thinly peopled; tho
revenue of tho chiefs is dorived principally from timber dues; thoy
are allowed to settlo all potty disputes thomsolves, and sorious cnsos



General Chapters.]
MUSALMAN AND MARATHA PERIOD. 633

go before the Collector. One of the principal states in the:  Part IT.
Satpulds was the Akrdmi pargana held by a Réjput. Its early KuANDESH
history is unknown. After the decline of Musalm4n power, Chaoji, NASIK AND
rdna of Dharwai, north of the Narbada, established himself A“’"i‘g?’g“l“fé
in the hilly part of the country. He was succeeded by his son P ** 818.
Gaman Singh, who built the Akrdni fort ; and he in turn by his son Chiefs and
Hanmant Singh; his son and successor Gaman Singh died without  J&hgirddrs.
heirs, and great disturbances ensued till Bhdu Singh, rdna of

Maltwar, a district on the west, annexed the country and built the

fort of Roshmal. He was succeeded by his son Bhikdji, who

murdered Jangar, the Bhil Ndik of Chikli, below the hills; and in

revenge Jangar’s son Devdji surprised Roshmal and- killed Bhikéji.

On this the Peshwa’s troops occupied the country, and when a year

later the British forces conquered Khandesh, Akrini submitted to

them.. The present rdna has an ¢wdm village, Pratdppur, and an

annual allowance in lieu of the” Akréni pargana. To the south of

the Dangs is the small state of Surgdna, which" belongs to 'the

deshmukh of the distriet ; it is also under . the supervision of the

Collector of Khandesh. Turther South, and also below the Ghats,

the Musalindn state of Peint remained wunder fthe care of the

Collector of Nisik until on the death without heirs of the Beoam ‘in

1878 it lapsed and became a subdivision of the district of Nisik. The

most important jihgirddr is the Vinchurkar, a Brdhman whose

ancestors rose Into note under the Peshwds; he holds a number of

villages in the¢ Gangthari and lives at the town of Vinchur in the

Nisik collectorate. The family rose to importarice in the middle of

the eighteenth century when Vithal Shivdev was at its head ; he

distinguished himself at the siege of Ahmaddbad in 1755, and

accompanied the Mardtha army-in the fatal expedition which ended

in the defeat of Pdnipat (a.0.1761), of which he was one of the few

survivors. He was raised to high rank by Ragundth Réo. The family

acquired large possessions in Hindust4n, but these were forfeited on

account of their'adherence to B4ji Rdo. '

The most noteworthy of the Khéndesh jéhgirdérs are the
Dikshits of Shendurni, the descendants of Paltankar Dikshit, the
priest or guru of B4ji Rdo, the last Peshwa. The grant of this
jihgir was confirmed by the British Government at the special
request of Baji Rdo.
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