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DAI(HAN HISTORY. 

PART I. 

THE clistricts which form the subject of this article, the home of 
the ~fora.tluis and the birth!pla.ce of the Maratha. dynasty, stretch £or 
about 150 miles along the Sayhadri hills bet.ween the seventeenth and 
nineteenth degrees of latitude, and at one point pass as far as 160 
miles inland. .All the grca.t l\laratha capitals, Poona Satn.ra and 
Kolh11pur, lie close to the Sayh:itJ.ris under the shelter of son-;.e hi.11 
fort; while the 1\fosalm:in capitals, .A.hmadnagar l3ijapur Beelar and 
Gulbarg-_a, :_i.re walled cities in the pia-iu. Of little consequence under 
the earlier 1\fosalman rulers of the Dakhan; growing into importance 
under tho kings of Bij:ipur and ..A.hmaduagar; rising with the rise of 
the state, the foundation.. of whid1 Shivtiji laid in the seventeenth 
century, thei-;e districts became in the eighteenth century the scat of 
an empire reaching from the Pauj:ib to the confines of Bengal and 
E1·om Delhi to l\Iysor. 

Early in tha Cluistian era MaMrashtra is said to have been ruled by 
the g-reat Saliv6.hana, whose capital was at PaitMn on the Godavari. 
At a later pctiocl a powerful clyn::i.sty of Chalukyu. R~jputs reigned 
over a. larg-c p:irt of 1IaL6.r:ishtra :tnd the Karnatak, with a 
capital at Kalyan, 200 miles north-west of Shol.ipnr. The Chalukyas 
_reache(l their gre:.1tcst power under 'l'.Hapa Deva in the tenth century, 
and bL•came c~l-inct about the end of the twelfth century, when the 
J:\.Jbav or Y:idav raj;is of Devgiri or Danlatabad became supreme. 
'l'his was the dyn:isty which was ruling at the time of the 1\fosalm:in 
invasion in A..n. 12;H.. \Ve fiucl, Lesi<les, that th~re was a raja nt 
l'anMla no_•:tr Kolh,ipnr at the cnil of· the twelfth century, whose 
11owe;• extemled _as tai: !1orth as t~e. Nira river. ~-le was conquered Ly 
bin,rlia.n the H,:13pnt mp, of Devgu1, whose camp 1s shown-at i.\lhasurna 
nca; Pusesu.vli in the Siitara district. The Ghat Matha or lforh:and 
Koukim was from au early period in the hands of the Sirke family: 

'J.'he first l\fosalman invasion took place in A.n.1294, but the Yatl.av 
dynasty was not extinguished til_l A.D. 1~12. 'l'he co?quest of th; coun• 
try war. long imperfect, ancl w~ fincl Fn.nshta.h rccordmg a~1 atta;i- made 
in A.n.] 3,U), by Muhammarl 'l'ughlak, the emperor o~ Dcllu, on ~-6gm\.k, 
a Koli chief who hold the strong fort of Kondhaua. now .:;mhgad, 
twelve miles ~outh-wcst of Poona., ,vhich was not reduced until after au 
eight months' siege. 

'fhc Dakhan remained subject to the emperor of Delhi tili A.D. 13-15, 
when the Musalmnn nobles revolted from Mul1amm&d Tughlak-an<l 
est.ablisheJ the :Bahamani dynasty whose first capit-al was'at Gulbnrg:\ 
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al1ont ~ixt.,- miles t::i~t of Shol:ipnr. • 'J'hc open connfry· :i<:k nuwlcdg-L'd 
the 1iower'of the B:.i.1mrn:rni :=:ovcreiu•rn, wilhoat a sh- 1.10·!.!'l•~- Jn _A.ll. j.J,:!i_-j e, ~-, 

Ahmad Sh{i\1 Bai1ama11i cl1angc<l the :i.pit:.i.l to Bida:-, :,mi<l 1,y Fari,,hbh 
to have been an oltl Hin,1n c:q•ital, ahont a hnrnlred miles farther ea::;t. 
Farisl1bh mentions tk,t a l,011 t .\ .1,. 1 \,:,f3, in the reign c,f .A l:i-nd-d in 
Bahamani, Shol:tpnr was ;cl'izr<l_ \,_,· the king's lwo!h,'r ~luliamm:ul 
h:h,i.n, who hac1 revolted; Lat lie was soon defcate<l am1 the t,Jrt 
retaken. 

The terrible famine callc<l after Durg.i4evi, the Destroyer, is sai,l t,, 
have la~ted throuO'hout Maha!·,hhtra fur twelrn years from A.D. 1::;06 to 
1-10S. 'fhe countiT was depopulated; the hills ~~rn~ st_rong places whid1 
had been conqnered by the l\Iusalm,1ns fell ag·am mto the hands of 
lVla1·atha chiefs, and the Baha111ani kings had to recover the lost ground. 

InA.D. l-120an expedition under :Ma\ek-ul-Tuj,'ir,rns sent to snbdne 
the Ghats an<l the Konkan. He put down the Ramershi robbers i11 
the Khatao desh and the Mahc'tdev hills; reuetrutc<l to ·w ai and even 
i-cto the Konkan, awl fook measures for tb.l cultivation o'f the land; 
hut the effects of the exped;tiou were not lasting. Another force sent 
iu A.D. Ll,:JG Ly Ala-u<l-din rcJ.uced the raf1s of R?1:ri (Rriygad) and Son­
kel.1r. At last in A.D. 1-!b 1 mo:e systematic efforts were made to subtlue 
the country. Malek-nl-'fuj,Lr was ~cnt in comma1lll d a consi<lera11le 
~Ot"C:e. He made Ch,ikan, a Yillage eighteen mi'.~s north c,f Poo1~a, liis 
h~au-r!uarters; a strme fort still existing W:J.s bm:t there; the lull fort 
of Slnvner, whi.i.:h overlooks the town of Junn;Lr, was taken, aml a. 
1'1us~lm:in g·arri~c,n ~laced in it.• Jur11~'.1-r soon ~ieearne the be:i<l-quarter;; 
of t,ie Musalrnans m the west, and rn a faue1· country they could 
not ~ve settied. M alek-u\-Tuj{:r then oveHa,n the la.11ds of the Sirku 
family, their chief surrenJerd, an'-1 induced the Musalrn:b le:uh~r t,) 

!Uarch against the r.ija of Kcinu. (now Yishllgad). \\'hen tlic invml­
mg forces were entanrr'cd in the dense wilJs he g-a.Yu inforina.tior. 
to the raja, who s111-ro~~i,1Nl and ma!'sacrcll the g-rc:i.tcr number, a fate 
not unlike that. which befell another Musalm;in army in the .lefilf's 
of the Ghats two hundreLl \'Cars later, "·hen Shidji achien)tl one of his 
most notabll! exploits. 1\ few stragglers rdired tr, Ckika11, ant! 
quarrels broke ont lJetweeu the l\l ugha!s who lichl the fort antl tlie 
Da.kl!an t:·oops; the latter, Leing- tlw more nnr11vr011-:, l;e~iegc,l the 
~[ughals, f,m·erl them to surrender. and tl1cil tre.i.cl1<irunslv rnun1ere(l 
tti;m1, though many of tliem \\~re ;:,:tia.ds. 'i'hi,, stllry FarishtaJ1. 
re,a.tes at great length anLl with much feeling, <l Wt)lling with plcasme 
on the retribution wbieh overtook the murderers i:l: the de::;cenLhnts of 
the Prophet. 

Ju A.n.H72 Malunud G,tw:in the great mini:;ter of foe last indcpen­
~en t Bal~a.mani king, made anotl~er e:II~rt to snbLlue th,~ hill L·uun try. lfo 
wrced lns- wa_v tlll'ono-h the for<'sh, au,I Jiu not leave the con11try till 
h,e liml reJ.ncecl ihe le~ser forts an<l. finaHy Kclna, (Vish{tlga.·l) itself. 
Subse<1ucntly he made a new distriLutiu of the Bahamani dominions. 
,Tun~:ir was. Il:ade the head-quarters of a pro\·ince whicl1 comprehended 
1ndapnr, Wa1, the .Man desh. Hcl(l'aum and rmrts of thP h°(1nkan. 
'"h ti • , b ' ' _._ e <J 1cr Lhstrict:; ou the Bhima ,Ycrc under Bij:ip:1r, wh;L Sl,o'.apur 
G ulbarga and PurenJa fo1 med a sepa.ra te pr"vinc:G. 
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Ynsttf 1\'.dil Sh:.'th, the founder of the Bij<i.pur dynasty, "a" rn:1,1•• 

guYenHT 0f Bij:ipm; Ahmad S!Hih, the founder of th~ Ahma1lua;...­
dy11nsty, was sent to Jnnuar; GulL::irga. was cntrusteJ. to Dustur Din::1. 
an Abyssinian; ,.d1ilc Purernh 8holipnr and eleven districts were lw',; 
hy two \yrothers, Zl1i1i. Khitn and Khwaj::i: °Jahan. ·Ahmad );"i;:· 111 ,"'L> 
,rent to J111m:1.r ahout A.D. l H:,;j, Ile f,m111l th:.i.t ~hinwr. t'.1,, i, 1 t 
of Jm11w:·, h:i<l ·fallen into the hands of the )[ar:itluis, aml lw :.t •·•,·.·e 
reduc.:e<l it.. Ile then t'lnk Ch:iwand, Loho(Tad, Purantll:ar, Eomi1,:',11:1 
(!::iinl1g-ad), :mu 111:lllY 1\,l'I,.; in the Konkan, ~llll brotin-ht his l'h ::'"'t' inl,1 
(o',)llll urdl'l', • .:, "' 
b 

The fall of the B:ihamani llynast.y was now at hand, and Ht,! gre:1.t 
nltb!cs had Lcc.;mc Y1rtually independent. 'l'hc first who rose in re,"\ 
\\'as Baha<lur Gchini, who governed the country south of the Varna. 
rfrcl'; he was soon defeated and killed. 'l'hcn ½ein-ud-diu, t Le 
j,1hgir<ltfr of Cl1cikan, rebc!lctl with the aid of Yusuf A'.dil Shiih. Ke~t 
AhmaJ. :Kiz:i.111 Sh,ih threw off his allegiance in 1489: he was atbd~e,! 
by Zei1rncl-uin, bnt the latter ·was clrivcn into the fort of Chak:t;;. 
the fort "·as stormed antl Zein-ud-<lin killed in tlie !io-ht. Al,out 
~his time (A.n. 1 180) Yt_1st1f A'ilil ~hah nf Bijapur also i::,asserk(l his 
mtlcpe1~<lcnrr: and made lnm,;e1£ master of the country as far no1 U1 ,1,, 
the l3larna. 

The new kings of the Da.khan ma<le. a kinJ of partition treat.v iu 
,\ .1>.' i .J.() 1, hv whidt the cpuntrv north of the Nira and cast .of KaTu";al:t 
tngelhcr ~vith some of the· present Shollipur districts, were ass1g11cll t; 
ihc !\ i;r,:1111 Sh:\.h king, while the country south of the Nira. and Bhitna 
was a!lottccl to the Bij:ipm i.overeign. 'l'hc lci::ser chiefs who had join-
1·tl in the revolt ngainst .the Baham::mi kings were gratlua\ly suLducd 
by tlic more powcr_ful. Dastnr Dinar, who held Gulbarga, was defeated 
aml driven away 111 A.D. H,!r5, and again in A.D. 1-1~8 by Yusuf Adil 
Sh,'tlt ; hut he returned each time, and it wa.s not till A.u. 150-l that 
lie was iimdly dcfcatcu n.nu killed aml Gulb:1rga anucxed to the 
Bij,ipur c'ominions. • 

rrhe Ji,:h-icts of Pmcnda and Sho1apnr were hel<l as mentioned ahovc 
hr the brothers Khw,\jri. Jahan and Zcin Khan. In a quarrel between 
till'rn, Ahmad Nizam bhah took the part.of Kh~Aja Jahin ancl Yu~tti 
A<lil fhah thr.t of Zein Khan, who was thus enalJlcd to get possession 
of the five ar,d a. half districts round Shohtpur; 'rhese he held till after 
tho death of Yusuf .A'.dil Shah. Kamal Khan, the regent, who ruled 
duriu<l' the minority· of Yusuf'e son, wished to supplant the young 
king-, 0 and arrangetl with Amir Berid, the minister • of the B~hama1;1i 
kin;,. at Bida.r that he should be allowed to take Sholapur, while Amu· 
Ec1Zu took th~ districts lately held by .Dastur Dinar, m~<l. tha~ both of 
them i,hould dethrone their masters. In acc.:n·dance with this agree­
ment he besie•red ancl took Sholapur in 1511, which with its districts 
was anncx.c<l t~ Bij~ipur. Amil' Ilcrid took Gnlbarga., but Karoal Kh~n 

• was soon after assassinatc,l, a.ni1. Gulbarga. recovered. Puren~a and !ts 
fh·e and a. half districts remained for many years under Khwa.Ja ?ahan~ 
who seems to. have k-cn a. half~iuJ.cpendent vassal of the kmg of 
Alimadnagar. 

1 l, \(.I'.'- '· 

-.. .YC' .1 ~ .\ \ ~ D 
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5:)0 DAKHA.N HlSTORY. 

In A.D. 152:J, ,vhon, after one of theit- numerous wars, JJeace was 
made between the kings of Bij,tpur and Alnnadnag-ar, the siste:i: of 
Ismael A'.dil Shah was given to J:{mlti'\.n .,izam Shah and Shol{ipur was 
promised. as her dowry, but it was not given up. IJming the nGxt 
forty years the claim to ShoJ'ijmr by the Niz:im Sh:ih kings W3S the 
cause c,f constant wars. In A.D. 17>2-t, in .A.D.1528, a.ml in A.D. 1531 
Burluin Nizam Sh,'lh iuvaded tbe tshol,i.pur districts, and each time h~ 
was dc>foa.ted. Again in A.D. 15~-J he overran them and macle them 
ove1· to Khw:l.ja Jahan, but they wore restored on peace bein"' made 
in the following year. Once mere in 1548, Burh,:in took Gnlba~ga and 
Kalyan, aml inflicted a severn defe:i.t on Ibrahim A'<lil ~hail; and the 
next yeaL' he took ShoUpur, again defeati11g the Bijiipur fol'ccs; and for 
some yc'.l.rs he held the conquered district:::. Irritated at his defen.ts 
llmihim At1il Shah suspect~d. tl,c fidelity of 01~e t•f his chid! nobles 
Seif Ein-ul-Mulk Gelrini, :1Ucl drove him into revolt by h:s harsh 
treatment.; he rctire<l into the ~Lin desh, :11d by degrees overra.n tho 
country as far south as Mir,lj, <lcfea.t.ing the d?tat:~1mcnts sent ag-ai It!'lt 
him, and finally an army comrn:i.rn1cd by the king- 111 pe~·s,1n, whom he 
d:ovo in-Lo ~~~j;Lplll". In this diHit:t~ity lbr:ihfm apphed ~o . .H~_mriij, 
king· -of H1prmgar, who set1t a force wl1td1 defratcd 1-'cif hm-ul­
Muik ~ml forced him to tly to tlw Alunadrnigar bnitory, wlicrn J1c 
was killed . 

.Aftm: his :wcc:ssion to foe throne, .A'.li J\',J'I Sldh, ,;on of Ibdhfm, n'ta;le 
an aJJiancc with Idnm\ j :rnd :r: t:1.ckcd the king· of 1\.lunaclnn.gar. In 
the ,,-u.r wliicb. follo,yeil, the hrtter was lJonw down by Ilic supel'ior 
furcl·S cf his ent?mi(•s il"il'ci Lis c;.1,pit,tl wa;:; t.-;\'1Ce bcs;eg·ed, but he still 
held t,hc fort of Sholapnr. At .last (A.ll. lfJG;J) the ~lurnl_m:i_n king8 , 

a:arrrid ~t t.hc power of "i.Hmr:;j, m_1cl c!!~g;istetl. ,~·1tl1 llis n~so!e_nce; 
formei:i ;i, 10:!g-uc against him. H nr::i.m :Nm.Lin :'-;lrnh g·n :·c !11~ s1_ster 
Chand HiLi t<J A'ii Sdil :-:ihf1h :iml ,r1th her Sltd1pm an,! it:; <l1slrH·ts, 
and ne:-:t ve;;.1· was foug·ht the gro,1t ba.t.tlc of '1':iiil~ot. ,Yl:ieh resulted in 
the death. of harnraj and the comp'.cte Jcfcat of lus army. 

• 1- t • 1 r.:no D'', I~l , i For Eorne vcars there inlS 1)cace; (•U • m A.D. iJ.- r,aw::i.r \. 1:1n, w 10 

had been rc~·cnt of Bijapur, fled to Ahmadna.g.ir, :irnl mg·c,l Hur11nn 
-" , '-'I 1' Tr t l ~·1 l' . Jn. D l",P LI·•"'"•'\- l .L•,1zarno.1:11Jl. ,ot.r_yanc l'CCOYCJ'.::>10.aptn._ _:'· • v- ... c,,;-' "'·: aUCC( 

illto ilrn J\j::1mrtel'l'itor_v, L,,_t ILrahlm ~tdil s:!a:1 ma11a.:2:,!,l to ":m Lack 
Di!;_\yr.;.• h.h,in; ancl h..!.vin,~ 0·ot 1i;m rnto Im; pr,1· • .:!i', <'C:lit 111'.n as a 
p;·isnncr io the fort of ~.i-kn; a.nd t1 uie:dy fo; t:Cll tl:e .Lh11:..:.iba.6ar 
tr0ops to retire. 

Soon after th~s the lUL1ghai princes or Delhi b2ra.n to inv:1dc the 
Da.1di:::.n, arnl in A.D. 1600 Ahm::uln:.v,·ar fell. 'J he cou~try was h 1,wever 
only 1;er:1_P.01::nily s?hdued, and ·.vas ~-ee,\iit r;~o,·c!e•.1 b~ ,.\'! al~k _ 1;~~1h~r, 
:.m Ao5ssmrn.n chwf, wl1o made Aurang:alia:t,th.:!n u1lle1 hhn"1,tno 
e:q.1ital o-f tile :Nizam Sbiih kinas. J:11 "~.D. lti16, Sh:,h Jai1itn again 
c;cinqm·red the greate1· vart of the .Ahmailnagar territory ; but in A.D. 1 •jl9 
the country was given up by the Mug11n.I g.wern,)r Khan Jah:\n Lodi. 
A war ensue1l, arnl in A.n. 16;rn DanlaUilni<l was taken anJ. the king 
m:dt! pnsoner; but Shahji Bhom;la, enc of the lc:1ding l\:l:tr:ith::i. chiefs, 
set up anotJ1er_ member~£ 1.he royal family, overran the GangtJ1ari 
snd Poona districts, and with the help of the Bijapm." troops drove back 
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ti1,; ?\Iughals from 1\1reuda. SluH1 ~1::i.iub now nurchcd into the Dakhan 
in person, besieged Bij,i.pur, and forced the king to come to terms (A.D. 

1 lioiJ). 'Jhe country seized Ly Shrihji was then easily recovered; that 
C'htcf snn·cncleretl in .LD. lU:17, a;.id the Niznm 8luit1 dynasty cv,me to an 
end. The country north of the 13hima, inelui1ing ,Junnar, was annexed 
to the :i\Ingh~l !l'rritory, ti.ncl that rnnth or it was made over to Bi,iapur. 
Slu1bji t"ok scrYicc under. 1.he king of.- Bij,1:pur, and receivc(l the j:ihgir 
of Poonn. and Supa, to which Ind,~pm· Bridmati and the Mawal 
country near Poona were added. 

Under the Bij:ipur kings the l\forai.M·s began to make themselves 
conspicuous. 'Jhc Bii.rgis or light horse furni~hecl by the Maratha 
chiefs phycd a prominent part in the wars with the l\foghals; the less 
importaut forts were left in their h:i.nds, aml the revenue was cc,\lectcd 
by Hindu officers under the l\IusaJ.m:,n l\Ioldsd:irs. Several of the old 
.Marat.ha. families recei\·ecl their ofltct\S 0£ deslnnukh and sardeEhmnkh 
from thtl Bij11pur kings. 'l'he kingcfom of Bij:1pur was destiuee. to 
survive thr,t of Ahrrn,dn::;bo-ar bv fifLy· years • b'ut wea1rnned by its 

., . ' ' powerful l\1ughal neighbour nnd by internal clissemious, it was 
gru.<lua1ly fulling to 1,icccs. 'rhiB was the opportunity for the precl:i.tory 
Mara tha chiefs, and a, leader arose in Shi\·;~.ji, the son of Sh:ihji l1hom:la, 
w~o knew h~w to un~te the Marat.has into a nation by inspiring- them 
with a hatreu for their ]\fusalman masters, and how to take advantage 
of the consi:ant qual'!'el;; ar.d inc1·easir.g weakness of those masters. 

1r he anc,~stom of Shivaji come from Vero la or Ell om. l\Hloji, 
Shivaji's grandfather, was the first of the family who rose to note. 
He married the sister of the m1ik of Phalt:an, and a.bout the beginning 
0£ the seventeenth century ,vas put in charge of Shivner and Chakan 
and :~ceived_ the districts of Poona and SupR. in jabgir. His son 
f:h6hJ1. roarnecl the daughter of Lokhji Jadhav of Sindkhed, one of 
the chief nobles of the Nizam SMh court, and Sl1ivaji was born at 
Shivner in .A.D. 1627. 1'he jtLgir obtaiued by Sh:H1ji from the king 
of Bijapur was managoa by a Brfthman named Dadaji Kondev, who 
had also charge of Shivtiji. Dadaji made :Poona his head-quarters, 
and his management of the districts was able and successful.· ShC.hji 
was for many years employed in the Karnafak, where another largb 
jahgir had been granted to hi.m. 

When Shivaji grew up he associated much with the l\lawalis, the 
men of the wild country west of Poona, and began to think of establish­
ing himself as an independent chief. To this end, in A.D. 1616 ~e 
obtainetl from the commandant the surrender of the fort of Torna m 
the rugged country near the sources of th~ Nira river. While he se_nt 
agents to Bij{tpur '.o m~ke excuses for lus co~duct, he began to bmld 
anothP.r fort on a hill ca,led Morbaclh, to wl11ch he gave the na~e ~~ 
R{1ygad. (A.D. 16~ 7). D(;diji Kondev died about this time, ~nd Shiva31 
took chargP- of the jahgir, 3:ppropriating the r

1
evenue~ to ~us own 1;1-se. 

Ee then set to work to garn the forts not a1ready in his possesnon. 
Choikan was in rharge of Phirangoji Narsala, who)Il he won over n.nd 
left in command. He obtained Kondana by bribing the Musalman 
commandant • he surprised Supa, which was held by Baji Mohita, the 
brot~er of his father's second wifa; a1_1d finally he interfered in the 
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quarrels 0£ the s·ons 0£ the commandant 0£ Pura,ndhar, anJ. sec111·ed the 
fort. Havincr thus 0>aincd a firm hold u£ his father's j:,hg-ir, he began 
to make encr~aehme;ts on the adjoining: country. 'Jhe district ~outh 
of the Nira, from the.Ghats as fat· cast as Shinrnl, was in charge of 
Bindal, the deshmukh of the Hanlas M:hval. llis hcad-qwu·tc;·s were 
at Rohira. There was a 1\fusalman lHok:isd::ir at \Y,ii who held tit,: 
fort of Pandugad, and the hits from the Krishna to the V:irna were 
under the raja of ,favli, a mcmlJer of: the ::\fore family, whidt haLl 
clispos:ccssed tlic Sirkes, the old rnlers of the Ghats. A :i\fmalman 
governor was stationed at Kalyan in the Konkau.. • 

In A.D. }G,J8 Shivaji surprised Lohogad, the sfate prii-on of the 
:A-bmaduag<tr king·s, and Rajmaebi, both in the 1\fawals, an1l several forts 
m t~1:1 Konlrnn inclucling Ritiri or Raygrul; meanwhile A'.Laji Sondev, one 
of h:s Brahman adherents pushed on to K:.i,lyitn near 13oinL,ay, took tl1e 
town, and made the gover~1or prisoner. Shivuji at once took possession 
of the l\istriet appointing A'.biiji subhedar. The l3ijapur court could 
not OYerlook this open rebellion, and oi-clers were given to Ilaji 
~horpade of :i.\Iudhol to arrest Sh{1.hji, who was suspected of enc?urag­
mg Shiv6ji. Baji accomplishecl his task by treaehei:y, for which he 
azt~rwards paid dearly, and ~Shahji was . kept in con_finem.~nt till A.1!. 
lo 0 :J, ,<luring which time Shivaji was obliged to remam qme_t. On _!us 
father's release he aO'ain becran to plan attacks un the nc1ghbnunng­
c'!untry. The raj:/' of Javli had resisted all his endca.vonrs to win 
him over, and Shivaji therefore sent h:s agents H,lgho Ball:il and 
Sa_mbh,iji Kawaji t.o examine the country. 'l'hey suggcstc,l that the 
raJa might easily be assassinated, and Shivaji approve,l of their idea. 
R~ coll~cted a strong force in the forests round :.\Iahabaleshvar, and 
wneu his agents had mµrderecl the raja and his brother, ~he troops 
attacked aml stormed J a vii and soon reduced the fort of Varnta and 
the surrounding country (.\.D. 16,j3). Shivaji next turned . on the 
d~shmnkh of the ·Hardas l\I:iwal, stormetl thr: fort of Holura, and 
k~lled. him in the fight. To strengthen l1is hold o~ the co_untry, he 
<luected a, fort to be built at the source of the Koyna nver neat· 
~fahab::i,leshvar; the work was carried out hy Moro Jlant Ping!e1 and 
,he fort was called Pratapgad. _ 

. Shivaji now ventured to attack the territory of the Mnghals, and 
m May 1657 he surprised the toY1rn of Junnar and ca,rrietl off much 
plunder to Raygad. The disturbances which took place in Hindustan 
}~rough_ the riv~lry of the sons of Shah ~Jahan pr~:vented his inroads 
dom b~ing pumshcd. At last, in A.D. 16v9 the B1Japur government 

etermmed to make an effort to suppress hi.m, and sent a strong 
for~~ under Afzul Khan against him. Afzul Khan r-roceecled as far as 
W ~1.1, :J:Dd then sent a Brahman named G0pinath Pant to treat wit.h 
ShivaJ1! who had made professions of submission. Shivaji won over 
~e B~nhma~, who in his turn rersuaded Afzul KMn to have a personal 
rnterv1cw with Shiva.ji, who was then at Pratapgad. The Musa.Iman 
army m_arched to Javli, while Shivaji brought all his force.sunder Moro 
Pant Pmgle and N etaji Palkar and surrounded them. He then, attend­
ed by Tanaji Malusra, one of his oldest friends, met Afzul Khan 
who was accompanied by a si11glc armed follower) stabbed him, and 
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gave the signal for the assault to his troops. The l\Iusalman army, 
Lcwilcle1·ed at the loEs of its chief, gave way, arnl was utterly dispP,rsed. 
:-;hidji follow·e,l up his sncecss with vigour. Prwhala and P,iwangad 
surr.:mderCLl to .Annaji Vattu, oue of his oflicer-s, while he himself took 
Yasantga.d, Rangna, Kc\n:1 (VisMlga<l~, aml all the neighb0uring 
forts. A force was sent against him, but he routed it and plundered 
the country a& far as Bijnp!.u·. 1foxt year (,\.D. 1660) another army was 
sent against him under Siui Johar, when he retired to Panluila, where 
he was c]o::;e]y besieged for some months, and at last, despai1111g of 
holding· out, he escaped by stratagem to Rangna. Th0 .M:ughals, 
disheartened by their want of success, made no further progress until 
early in A.D. 166 I, when Ali A'dil Shah marched in pnson to Karacl, and 
thence to Pa,nhtila, which he reduced. l\Iany other forts WP,re surren­
dered to him, bnt he was called off by a rebellion in the Karn,i.tak, 
ancl directed Baji Ghorpade and a niusalman noble to prosecute the 
war. Sbiviiji took this cpportunity of revenging himself on Baji 
Ghorp:u1c for his father's carture, slirprised and killecl him at :Mudhol, 
antl the expedition_ was stop1jed. It was soon after this (A.D. 1662) 
that Shiv:1ji changed his he:id-quarters :from Rajg:ul to Hifai, which he 
calle1l Rayga,~. He had public offices bui1t there by .A'.baji Sondev, and 
H:iyga<l. remamed the capital of the 1\farathas for nearly forty years. 

As Shivaji's incursions into the ~Iughal territory continued, Aurang­
zili sent a force against him under Sh:iista Khan, who made Poona his 
head-quarters. He then·besieged Chakan, but though a small fort, it 
held out umler· Phirangoji N arsala. for nearly two months; and Shaista 
Kh~n, discouraged by the difficulty of his first undertaking, did little 
che."" '''hi-le he was at Poona Shivaji performed one of his best known 
feats .. He descended with a few followers from Sinhgad, entered Poona 
unperceived, and sur1wised Shaista Kh{rn, who was -living in Shivaji's 
old house. Shaista Khan escaped with a wound, but most of his 
n.ttendauts ancl his son \\'ere killed. Shivaji then retired to Sinhrrad 
i_n satety, and next <lay a body of l\fughal horse, which rode ~nt 
towards Sinhgad, was surprised and routed by Netnji • P{tlkar. Tho 
l\fnghals soon afterwards withdrew leaving strong garrisons in Chakan 
and Junnar. Shivaji now extended his l'a.vages from Surat in one 
tlirection to Biircelor in the other, till at last Auraugzib was roused, 
and in A.D. 1665 sent a large army under Raja Jaysing antl Dilir 
Khan against hirn. They occupied Poona, and while Dilir Khan besieg­
ed Purandhar, Jaysing blockaded Sinhgad and pushed on to Raygad. _ 
Pflramlhar made a gallant defence ; but Shivaji feeling he was unable 
to resist longer, came into Jaysing's camp, and agreed to surreuder all 
his fo1i,s but twelve, and to join the Mughal army in the war against 
Uijri,pur. .l;:lis offer was accepted, and he accordingly accompanied the 
Mucrhal army on its march, ancl on the way the Phaltan district was 
ove;·un and the fort of 'fatora stormed by Shivaji's troops. \Vhile 
the war was going on_, Shiv:iji, in A.D. 1666, having given over charge of 
the territory. that remained in his pos!"ession to Moro Pant Pingle, 
Abaji Sond.ev, and Annaji Dattu, went to Delhi to pay his respects to 
Aurangzib; but being slighted, and treated as a prisoner, he escaped 
a.nd returned to the Dakl1an at· the -end of the year. The 11ughal 
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armv, v,hich lir.d faUt:d to tn.ke B1j{ipur, hacl in the mc·:1utime retired, 
leaviuo- c·a•·risous in Lulmu-au, Sinlwad, and Pur:.mdhar; the other forts 0 M ... 0 O . • _ 

were ei~hcr c.lismaut!ed or left in charge of ti weak party, and they 
w'1re all ,reo-:cupied Ly i\loro Pant . 

Soon after hi.r. retnrn from Delhi in 1667, • Shivaji 011ened ·com­
munications with Sultan Mazmn, son of Aurangz1b, then governor oi: 
the Da.khan, which encled in Shivaji being c~ntlrme'l in his jnhgfr of 
Poona, Su.pa, and Chakan, the fort.res1;es of P"Q.randhar and Si.nhg~d 
being retained by the 1Iugha1s. It was not till A.D. 1670 that. Sl~ivaji 
made a.ny attempt to 1;ccover them. A.urangz1b hacl directed the 
capture of Pratap Rao Gujar and the body of hor&e. which were with 
Sultan l\:Ia.zum; they. escaped, and in rntaiiation f;,biv11ji plamred the 
ca.pturn of these important forts. Sinhg·ad was stormed l.lften1. deE,pe­
l"ate figh~ by a borly of. M,iwalis headed hy 'l.',inaji 1folusra., who fell 
in the :i:cti.on, and Pnrai1dha,l' was fa ken ~oon after with !ess diJfi.culty. 
An attempt on Shivuer failed, bu~ Lohogad was surprised auc} several 
forts to the north of J uunar were captured hy Moro Pant. 

Jn 1671 another eff,n-t was made hy Aumiig·zib, aud. a force 
desva.tched under Muhnoot ]{h{tn a.ga.inst :::ihiv,lji. One lmlf attacked 
Chakan arid the vther 1ia.if the for~ or Snlher. Chii.kr-,11 wa;; hlkt>n bv· 
t]ie next year; Lut the detachment iit S,i]her was utterly ~efoated bj• 
the Maritthas under 1\1 oro .Paut a111i Prabtp Rao Gu jar, and the 
Mughals hastily reLniateJ i:l>. Aurang-;iba<l: , . 

Soon after {his (A,.n. 1671) ~\'.Ii .A'.dilShah (lif•d nt Bijripur, a.nd Sbiviiji 
took advantage-of the c,;mfusion which ernmcd to re<!o-ver·Parihi-\la and 
sack Hubli.. In Ma,, 1672 he mnprisecl P11rli a.nd then athwkecl the 
neighbouring fort ~-f Sa.tam, the state prison o-f Hij:ip1,.1r, which 
hehl out till September 'I'he forts of Chanclan, ,~andan, l'aucfuo·:;.J 
Na.ncl~_rJ, and 'l'atorn ail feil into h"s h~rnls in the ~a~1c camp:Ligu: 
The H1Japur troors made two ii.ttempts to recover Panha]a, but- without 
success, though in one Mtion Prat:'tp ~no Gnja.r was k:illnl, a"nd his 
army would.have been 1·outcd but for the-exertions of Ha.siiji Mohit:a. 
a.ud two of hi;; officers, afterwards weli known as Sanfaji Ghorpaclc and 
Dhan~ji Jadhav. • Shiv11ji.gave Hasiiji the title of llambir Hrio aud 
the office of Sarncbat, which hail b~e.n held by 1-'raMp H:io Gujar. 

_In.June ll1H ShiYiiji ve~tnrcd ope~ly ~o.<1Pdare hisindep:111lence l,y 
bemg formally crowned pJ, Ri;yg:vl; Ins Jll.m1stry was reforn.te{I, antl new 
_names were given to the offices. H.s chief minii-ters (Asht l'radMn) 
;r,,•e -Moro_ .Pant Pingle Pei,hwa or Mukhya Pradhan, .Hamchan,fra. 

ant, ~~wnkar the son of .A'.baji S.onrlcv Mnji1mclii.r or·Pant Amat, 
AnnaJi Dattu. .Pant Sachiv, Hambir Hao l\fohita. Sem'iJw.ti,. and hn6.r­
:i tan~ the S_t~man~_. C!f ~he_ofl!ners not among _!he ~ ... s?t..:>!-r..d_l~:in the 
be e _ .was B~\aJ1 AuJ1, his ch1tms, a l'arhhu. in_ J 6, o SlnwiJI again 
of~: hostilit,ies with the Mughal:,;;, a~d N!ot·o P~.nt rotook s~vera.l 
Shi ·,:. forts ne~r Junnar, but a.gam fa1!ed rn an attum11t Qll ~luvncr, 

Va Ji a.l~o r~gamed the forts between Panhala and ~·ato~·a; . hut l'.'hile he hl OC{;upied. m the Konka_n with the sie~ of J>honcla, these t'orts were 
of :tib~ th~ de~bri:mkhs, ~f £?Sita~ and Malawdi acting for the lo.rig 

J P11r. Next ~ ear 8h1vaJt agam recovered them.; and, in order 
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to strengthen bis holcl on the country," he built the intermediate 
forts of Va.]'(langwl, H\iu.,:lm11g::lt1, ~ad:\.shi,·gacl, and l\lachandmgacl. 
Having compkted thc:0 c ar;:n.n~~cments he s,:t out on. an e:qw<lition 
to t],p K::rn(.tak, ,rlwrc he tuok Jin.ii, Be!l,tri, aml other :Enrts, and 
on::rnm hiR father's .icih~ir round ]hnga,lor hc'.d by his lmlf hrothe1· 
Venk,i:ji. He returned lo R:.'tyg-atl ahout, the micl<lle of A.D. 1678, anLl 
next year m:vlc an al ia.ncc with Bij:ipnr, which "'·as threatened by the 
j\fog·lrnl armx lllh1er Di,il' Kh,in. Unable to divert the I\Iug-lrnls from 
the siege of Bij11pur, Shi.wiji r::i.vngecl the country north of the Bhima, 
penet.1:ating· as for as ,T {tlna -lthout thirty mile::; south of. Ajanfa; but 
011 his rehirn he was interccpteLi ];y a force nc.1.r Sangn.mner, aml nmclc 
his way to tlw hill fol"t of Patfa only after a h:ml-:fotig-ht. action.· Here 
he sby<:tl till he was recalled f'onth b_v the c_utreatics of the regent of 
Bij,iptu· ::wd the de;,crtion of his son Samhhiiji to the )Iughafs. His 
troops cut of£ the supplies of the ii.I ughal army, defeated two L1etach­
nwnts, and force,l lNit· Kh;fo to r:.1ise the ~icge, \\'hi!e Sn.mbbriji 
rcturiH~d to hi::; father. Soon acter this Shiv(iji. die.J at R6ygarl in 
April l1j8ll. At the time of his der.th he held the country from the 
Ilaranltlishi rive1· on the south to the lnc1r:\.yani riYer on· the north. 
Sup;L lncliipnr antl B:ir:hnati ,\·ere his jalwir districts ancl the forts 
between 'I'ri tora and Pauh:ila mark his bounJary on the 'east. Bef-i(les 
this tract he had territories in the Konkan. in the Karniitak in Bao·l:in, 
and in .Kh:ind,~:;;h. . , ' "' 

Shi~ii,ii 1eft two sons, Sambhaji a.nd Ram Rija, the former of 
wh,,P1 ·w:-s iv. coufinement at P:mhatlu,. 'l'he majority of the minis­
fon; ,fosirnl to put H.:im lLi,ja on the throne; a.ml :Sambh,iji, who 
rnann.p:e<l to get possession of Pu.11h:ila, was besiegecl ·thereby. Jana1·­
<lan ~>a.nt Sumn.ut. He contrived; however, to win over a. body of •;be 
besieging troops, surprisecl Jan.irdan Pant in Kolh:ipur; and being 
joined by Ifamhir R-io ).fohh,a and others of tho ministers, he marched 
to IUyg-ad, which smTernlerml. Ho n,_iw revenged himself savagely on 
his opponc1~ts, putting to cfoath R:im R:t,ia/s mother Soyntbai Sirke 
and sernral officers, and th!·mwhout his ·reign his crne:ty and violence, 
made him an object of dislike 0 to his connt~·ynien. Nor did intrigues 
against him cease. In A.D. 1681 a plot was fo_rmctl by members of the 
Sit-ko ·family, to which 11am Rti,ja's mother had belongeJ.. In this 
A.nn,i,ii Dattn, the Pant Sachiv, anJ B:il:iji Auji Cli"ituis being: 
implica.tecl, hotlt of these old servants or Shiv,\ji. were execut~d . 

. The usual inroads took place into the l\iugh:i.l territory, and: at last 
A.urangzib ·determirn::rl to ta,ke comman<l or his army in person, and 
arrivccf at Ahmaclnagar in the year A.u.168L He sent out detachments. 
to reduce the forts in the Gangtlrnri, and. in A,D.1685, while his son 
.t\:zam SMh took Sholapur and so begrm the wn,r with Bijnpur, Khan 
Jaluin took Poonaarnl the open country north of Sinhgad. The emperor 
then marehed to Sholapu:r, and thence to Bijapur, which fell in October 
·1686~ and the country round at once submittcr1 to him. Eleven 
months .la.ter Golkonda surrendered, a,nd Aur::i.ugz1b was left in appa­
rent vossession oE the whole country, which he endea,voured to bring 
into better order. • 
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Shirzi Kh:'.in, a Bijapnr "noble who had joined the emperor, inYarleu 
the Satara districts, but was met and defeated at \Yiti by Hambil' Rfto 
the Senapati, who himself foll in the action, and for a time the 
:Marathas recovered much or the open country: but Sambh:i,ji was 
daily growing more imhecile and indolent under the influence of his 
favourite a Kanoja Brahman named E alusha. No organized resist­
ance could be made; and in A.n. Hi8!J the country was again subtluccl 
by the Mughals as far as the hills, and the forts between T,\.to.ra anJ 
J>anhala were taken. 

Aurangz1b now marched to Akluj on the Kira., and then to 'l'ulnpnr 
at the junction of the Imlrayani with the Bhi'ma, intending to suhclue 
the hill country thoroughly ; and while there SarnbhAji was bl'Oug-ht in 
as a prisoner and executed (August 168~)): Ho had been captured by 
a Mughal officer named 'l'akarib Khan and his sou Ikhlas Kli.i.n in 
commantl at l\olh1~pur, who had penetrated to Sangmcshvar in tho 
Konkan, aml surprised him with his favourite Kalusha. 

Sambh,t,ii left a chikl n::i.med Shivaji afterwards. known as Sh.thn; 
but as he was only six years okl, Sa.mbh{Lji's brothe~· Ram H:ija was 
made regent. 'fhe :!\Iari\th~ chiefs now mot to· decide on a plan for 
opposing Anrang;:1b, whose powm· may well ham seemed to them 
o,·cnYhelruing. 'l'hcy decided that the principal forts should be care­
fully o·arrisonetl; that H[tm RRj:t shonltl move from cne fort to the 
other," and if hard pressed shl_)ul<l retire to Jinji in the KarnMak. 
'fhc i\fanitha chief:; woie to plnn<lcr ~n<l annoy the enemy in their old 
fashion. 'L'he principal men at, this ti1m: were Pralh:ill .Nidji son of 
the late Ny,iy,Ldhish Pracllu\,n, Jarnfr(hn Pant S,i.m:rnt, Rrimehandr:\ 
Pant Uouri1rnr A.mri.l·, i\fah:1cl,iji ::N:iik P,i.nsamha.l the S,miipati, 
Santaji Ohorpade, Dhan6.ji Jadlrnv, and Khan<leni.o Dabh:\,cle. 

'l'he J\Iughals continued to advance, and in A.D. 1600 Rn.ygad foll 
a1~<l,_Sluihu was x_rnule prif;OJH.:l'. 01~_tl;i_~ l{~m H:'.ja macle his cic:~pe to 
J1:1.11, accomp~n:cd Ii[ l\1lh~d 1'1r:•.J1, ?a11triJ1 Ghorpadc, Dha.n:\ji 
,ladlrnv, and hliancler:io Dalilwde, wlnlc Hmncha.nclra Vant was left, in 
charge ot: the hill distriets with a Br:ilurn.1.11 named Parashr:im Trimbak 
•mtlcr him: His l1end-quarlcrs ."·ere; at S,1Ura. 8ant1ij_i Ghorpatfo 
w?s soon after made ·eommander-m-ehrnf, and ,,·as ~ent with IJli:m:\ji 
,Tadhav to eollcct !n~~.n arnl plunder the _n~ug)rn.ls, w~ilc Pralhad Kir,i,ii, 
who stayed at Jmj1, was made Pratrnulht._ Ag-arnst them and tho 
other l\[aratha chiefs Aurang:;r,i'b made little prog'l'ef;s. R:imchai11lrn 
Pant kept his own dishicts' cicar, and ernn surprised the 1\lno-lml 
fauzdar· of \V:ii. It was under Hamehandra's command that the 
heads of the families of Pavar, 'l'hon'tt, an<;l A.M.wla came under notice. 
Aurangzib, in A.D. 1694, afacr moving slowly along the hanks of the 
Bhima., at Ia.st fixed on Brahmapuri, a village on that river, as. his 
head-quarters, apd built a cantonment, where he stayeu five years. 

Meanwhile the siege of Jinji had been going on in a desultorv 
manner. Sa.nt.i.ji and Dhanaji inHictcd several defeats on 1fu.-.h~I 
detachments, and once forced them to raise the s;pgc; but at lasi; 
Znlfibr Kh:in mu; ordered peremptorily to fake tho fort. He first 
allowed R1im Rnja to esPapc, and then 1m~~:;ing the siege, soon hem.me 
master of the fort. lUm lirija. arrived al V1'.:'h,ilg-a<l at the cud of 
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A .D. 160 7, and soon ,Yent to 8:H,fra, which he made the scat oi govern.; 
ment. R,1mchandrn Pant, who had so ably rnanagell the go,·ernmeut 
in his absence, was ma1le !'ant A'.nvit, :1wl one of his k:i.rkt.'ms, Sankrriji 
N:ir:\yan Gau<lckar, was made Pant Sachiv, and is the ancestor 0£ the 
present chief. Timoji Hanwanta, the son of Jan:1r<lan Pant, was mado 
Pant Pratinidbi; l1ut he dil}. not keep the ofllcc long, as in A.D.17OO 
'l':irab:ii LestowcJ it on l'araslmim '1\·imbak. 

Sant.iji Ghorpaile, the Seuapati, had for some time been on bad 
term:; w-ith his lieutenant Dhan,iji Jitdhav ; at last au open quarrel 
broke out, an1l IUm H:ija took the part of Dhan~ji. SauMji's troops 
deserted him, arnl he was hunted uo\\·n and at last surprised and killed 
in the Sat.ira districts by Nag·oji I\I:\ne, cfoshmnkh of :Mhas\\'ar, who 
as :i rewanl was taken into 1 he imperial service. 'l'he office of Senapati 
was given to Dharniji. 

J ii A. D. lo00, Rim H6ja made a plnnclerinp: expedition on a brgc scale 
through Ga11gthnri, Bagi.in, Klui-ndesh, aml Berar,'aml levied ~lianth. 
lnitate(l by this the emperor determined again to attempt the redmJ­
tion of the hill forts. Leaving his cantonment. at Brahmapuri he 
m0Ye1I <>11 Snt11ra. \Vasantgad fol I first arnl then S:\t,irn was invested. 
Aurang-zfb pitched his camp near the village of Karinja, his son A'zam 
Shah \\--ts stationell on the west at Shuhpur, Sh;rzi Khau on thes,mth, 
aud Tarbi:1t l(Iuin on the east. Though thns sun·o1mdcJ l:,afaira 
held _out for :::c\'eral mo□ ths, as pro\·isions w~re brought in through the 
conmvan<:e of ic,pme of. the i~pcrial comnui.nd?rs. TLis was stopped 
at bst; the ilcfonccs were mrnctl, and th,~ ~an1son surrcnderccl. P,irli 
,rns then attackc1l nn,l fell in June, and· thP Mughals retreated to 
Enwaspnr on the !IL'in river to avoill the rains. 

In the meantime Ihm l{1ija died at :R,i.ygarl, leavino- two sons the 
ul,ler of w11om, Shi n\ji, was put tm tlic throne with bis m~ther 
l',1r1ihni as regent. The war went on as before. In the next few 
year:; A urnng·iib reel need all the vrincipal forts from PuranJbar to 
Panhnla; l,ut the l\Iad.tlHts plundered in his rear, and the great 
families, the .Mankaris, began to sitle more openly with them. In 
A.D. 17L),3, after the captnrc of lUygad and 'i'orna, Aurangzib stayet!. 
for some time near J unnar; then marched to _Bi;jaJ)lf't, and thence to 
besiege V:ikinkem, a village hehl by }>emmiik, a plundering Berad 
chief. ,Vhilc engagc1l here his work in the hills was being urnlonc and 
the forts were I.icing retaken. Panh:ila and Pavangad were smpri!;ed 
bv .R-c'i.rnchandra l>.mt, and the former became the resitlence of Ta1·,1,bai. 
l 1ara,slm1m Trimliak, the l'ant Pratinidhi, took V asantgatl and Satara., 
while Sankraji Narayan, the Pant Sachiv, recovered Sinhgad, Raygad, 
Rohn-a, and other forts. After V akinkera was taken A urangz1b 
returned hard pressed by the Marath,1s, and reached Ahmadnaga.r 
in .A..D. 1707. ~ulfikar Khan retook Sinhgad; but it was almost 
immediately 1·egaiucd by Sa.nkrti.ji Narayan, and in February 17O7'­
Auran(l'zih clied at .Almmdru.g-ar. "\¥ith him perished all hope of 
erm,hi;,,. the Maratha power, and thirteen years after his death Mar.;.tha 
indcpen~lcnee was formally rccognizell by the emperor of Delhi. 

'l'he grand ~rmy under the _command of .Kzam Shah at once with­
drew from the Dakhan, which was left bare of troops, while the 
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co'Qtest between the sons of A uraugzfb was going on.. Hoping 1:i> 
keep the ~Iariith:.is occupied by internal 11uanels, .&,;am Shah, ou_ ~ns 
nia.rch northwards, relcai;c1l Sluihu the son uf Smnbhiiji, umlet· cond1bon 
of alle<>iancc to the imperial crown. Sh:ihu g-aine,l over. to his si1le 
several chiefs, among whom were Parsoji ~fannsla, Chim:iji Dam~dar, 
Haibatrao Nimb(llkar anil l\imAji Dint!ia, ~1111l march1:;il south w1t.l1 a 
la1•0-e force. DhanaJ·i 'Ja<lhav ,;ho ba,l oeeu rei:overinu- the Poom, t:, ~ , . .. ... 

dis~·icts, ha(l defea~d Lodi Kh~n. tl~e fauz,lii.r ?£ ~>~na, and rutaicen 
Chakan, ma.rehe(l with the Prat,m1,lh1, Para~hram 1rJmbi.k, to oppose 
Shc'i.hu. The armies met at Khed on the Bhi'ma., hut Pal'll.shram 
Trimbak findino• he was ;,ot suppt)rfoLl by Dhan:iji, whom Sh,ahu had 
secretly ~aiueJ. 0 over, fleil to s~u~irn, while Dhana.ji openly joineJ. 
Shahu. 

The united armies now marched· by Chan<lan an,l Vandau 011 

Satum; the fort was surrende,·ed by the comrnn.uder, r~ Musalmrin,• 
who imprisonetl the Pratinidhi,_ a-ntl l:ih,"\lm entered the city and was. 
formally" sea.teJ. on the throne (March 1708). Dliann.ji was confit·med 
as Senapn.ti, aml one of his karkuns, Balaji Vishvamith Bhat, .the 
founder of the Peshwa dynasty, now came into notice. Gatl.1iuhar 
Pralhiu.l wa.s made PratiniJ.hi...a.n<l Bahiro Pant Pingle Peshwa.. 

'fhe war between the two branches of the honse of Shivaji went on 
generailv in favonr of Shf:hu. In 1:lle vea.r after his acces:;iou Shahu 
took Pa.~Mla and Visha.!g;ad, bnt was re!;nlsed in au att.ack on Hangna. 
At the end of the y.ear Dhaniiji died, :11vl his son Qlrn.ndrasen was 
m~de Scn(\pati in his plac~. 1n A.D I 710 Pauh,i.ln. _was ret:.i.ken by 
'rarahai, anrl this fort a11d the neighbouring city of [\..Qlh:ipur hc)came 
her residence and the capi~al of the younge1· branch of the hmily of 
Shivaji. '.l'ar{ib:ii's chief adhEn·enb were H.d.mcha.ndrai Pant the .A'm:i.t, 
~ncl Sankraji Narayan the Pant Sachiv; an<l in A.D. 1711 :-,hahu 
determined to reduce the ten-itory 0£ the latter chief, which b.y round 
tho som-ccs 0£ the Nira.. Rftjgad had been ta.ken, when the War Wfl!\ 

ended by the suicide of the Sachiv. and. 8haht1 took the cpportunity to 
conciliate his party hy confim1ing Naro Shankar the son of tho Pant 
Sachiv in his father''s estat-0 and title. 

'J~ough Sh:ihu was now_ fo:miy scm.ted on tl_ic thro~?,• the country 
was ma state of great P,Oufus1on; the petty chiefs f11rt11wd themselves 
in their viil.ag;es a.nd plundered cverywhern; and it was some tima 
before ortler cm1ld he restored. The relations between Chandm~cn 
,Jadha.v a~d his fa.~her's lcb:klin, B:iHji Vi1<hvanr.th, had long been fur 
from cord;a~, and m the year 17 rn an open quarrel burst out. 13.thiji 
wa.s torced to tl,Y, and first went to Purandhar, where he was refused. 
aduntfauce, anct tl_1cn to Panrlugad, at which place he got shelter and 
where he w_a.i,, besieged by Chanclrnsen. Sluihu took Ri.J;iji's side and 
ord.erecl Ha1hatrao Nimhalkar, the sar-l~shkar, to ra,is_e the siege. He 
met Chandrasen at Deur, and routed h1m, whereon tile latter retired 
first to Kolhri.pur anrl the~ to Nizam.:.ul Mulk, the Mughal governor of 
the Da,kban, ~h~ gave him ~ jahg-ir at .Balki. He was accomp::miecl 
by Ghatge _Sb1r~1, Rf\o _of KagaJ. and Rambh:iji NimbJlkar, who a.f-ter­
'!ards d1stmg111sned lnms~lf in the Mughal service and received the 
fatle·of Rao Ua~bh3:, wluc~ 1·emainecl • in the family for many years. 
The office of Sc.nti.pati was given to Mana,ji More. 
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Soon after tlie arrival of the fugitive chiefs, Nizam-ul-::M:ulk declared 
war with Sh:Hm, who sent Bahiji Vishv:1mHh with a for~c to join 
Haibatrao NimMlkar. A battle was fought near Purandlrnr with 
no decisive result, but the 1forath;'is foll back to the :::i:Hpi pass, 
n.nd lfambM,ji :Nimbalkar overrnn the I >oona clistrict. After a time 
Nizam-ul-Mulk withdrew to Aurang{tb[td. 

8hahn now attempted to bring the country into order. A Brah­
man namc>d K rishnarao Khatiiokar had collectc<l a hotly of men 
in the .Mrihadev hills, and ,\'as levying contributions on all sides. 
1Ja1miji Thor:it had fortified the village of Hingni, forty miles east 
of ,Poona, and committed similar depredations. Ud{tji Chawlnin 
seizpd the fort of t3attis Shir:ih. in the V.irm valley, and Shahn was 
ol.,li~ed to win him over by granting him the clumt/,_ of bl1irnla and 
Kai id. Bahlji _ Vi:-;h vanath ::set out to reduce Uamt\ji 'Jhora.t, but 
was . tre:i.cherously seized ht him, and release1l only on the payment 
of a la.rge ransom. After lns relea~e he m:1rehcd ag·a.ini:;t K rishna,r.io 
Khabio1rnr, aml with the help of 81n ipa.t Rao, the Pratini<lhi' s son, 
routed him at Aun<lh. Krishnarao then sulimitted- an<l was g-rantcd 
the•vi!lagc of Kha.tao in inam. Aftc1· this Baliiji, who had effected 
a satisfactory arrangemcut with Angria,. Shiv:iji's admiral in the 
Konkan, was in A.D. 1714- made Peshw11 in the place of Babiro l'aut 
Piug!e, anJ he chose_ .A~baji Pant Purandharc as his l\iutalik or 
deputy, and Hamaji Pant lihanu, the ancestor of the famoui:; Nana 
l'hatlnavis, as his Phadnavis or secrnta.ry. Soo11 afterwards Ifoibatnio 
Nimbalkar died, antl his oflice was given to Dt"malshi i:io111rnmhi, 
whereon his son went over to Niz1i.m-1d-~lulk aml receiveu Bursi as 
a j:\hgir .. ln the meantime Damaji Tl1orat had seizetl the young 
l)ant tiachiv, antl an expeuitiun was an·ain plannetl an·ainst him. 
Bri.laji managed first to ell'eet the Saeh~·'8 release aml in return 
received the Sachiv's rights in the l'oona di 8trict 'and the fort of 
Puran<lhar, and Damaji was soon after defeated itllli taken prisoner. 

The followiHg year (A.D. 1715) Bii.laji induced the .Mnghal officers 
in charge of Pomm to make it oYcr to him, and he began to !iring- it 
into or<ler and lay the f,J11nda'.ion of thl' future JJOwer of his :family. 
He bad hccome the b11lin!.!,' mi11i:-tcr of Sh:ihu, antl by Iii;; :uh·iee the 
Mar:ithtts began to iuterfore in the t1uarrds at Delhi arnl to attempt 
to gef, a formal grant or the tenitory oceupie<l by them. 111 A.H. l 'i 18 
l3ala.ji marcheu to !Jelhi with a foree of ilar:.ith,;s as an n.lly of the 
Saia(l ministers, an<l i:;taye<l there t.iil A.lJ. l 7i0, whell he ol,taine<l the 
desired grants of the clwuth :rnd s1n·,le.~lw1uklti ,3f the Dakhan and 
the sovereignty uf the <lii-tricts sout.h of the llhirna and north of the 
Varda aml Tu•1gbha<lra from l'oomi to Kolluipur, rnme pargnnas 
in the Karn{tlak, and several in the Konkan. The <lii:;tricts of Aka.lkot 
and Ncvasa, grank.J to Shahu on iris marri::ige by Aumngz1L, were 
also given up. 

Soon after his return from Delhi Balaji <lieu ; aml in A.D. 1721 
his son .Baji Uao was matle Pcshwa in his 1>lace, though his apprJint­
ment was oppo!!ed hy 8hri11air.io, the son of· Parashram. Trirnha.k, 
now Fratinidhi. Kha.nuerao lJ.ihhadc, who had l1ecn ma.Je Senapati 
in A.D. 1716, also <liC1.I ahout this time, and was suceccded by his son 
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'l'rimbakrao, with Pilaji Gaikwar as second in command. Baji Rao 
while preserving- his superiority at huroe, directed. his attention chiefly 
to conquests in Hindustan,. and it was umler '. im that l\Ialh:frji 
Bolkar, a Dhangar from the \'illage of Hcl on the Nira, and Hanoji 
Sindia, a. l'liaratha. of Kauarkhed neat· Satara, rose t.o note. Another 
of his officers, U daji Pa var Vishw:1s Rao, now established himself at 
Dhar in Malwa. 

T.he quarrel between the two branches of the Mara.th.a royal family, 
which had been slumbering for som<! time, was revived· about A.D. 
1727 by Nizam-ul-Mulk, now master of th() Dakhan. \Yar followed 
lietween the Nizam and Sh:ihu, in which tLe. former was worsted, 
and came to terms; but in 17~9, Sambhaji, raja of Kolhapur, being 
joined by Udaji Chawh:in, crossed.the V:irna; he was.soon surpriBed 
oy the Pre.tinidhi and driven back, and 'l\i,rabai, the. widow of Riim 
Raja, was taken prisoner and brought to Sabha. .The disaster 
iu£luced Sambhaji to make ptJace, and in A.D. 1730 a tre::i,ty was 
framed by which the Varna and the Krishna were made the boundaries 
of the two states. T6.sgaon, Miraj, and other districts wero ceded to 
SM!tu. 

'l'he Dakhau now cnjoy~d :Jeace £01' some years, while the J\farathae 
were engaged in the Konkan Gujarat and._ Hiuclusk1u. Soon 
after the peae:e with KolhApur, 'frimbakpio Dtibhade, incited by 
Nizam-ul-1\iulk, marche<:1- against Baji H,:·,o to depose him from his 
superimity; but B:iji Rao, ever on "the alert, i~0t him near Baroda and 
cc.mpietely d~teate<l. him. 'l'rimbakrao feli in the action, and his 
infant son Y a.shvantrao was made Sena11::1ti, and Pilaji Gaikw~ir 
was appointed his guardian (A.D. 1731,. Huygad, whie+i. since its 
capture by Aurangzib had been held by the Sidi of Jnnjira was 
recovered in A.D. 17~5. In A.D. 1740 ]faji Hao, the g-rea'test ~£ the 
Pesh was, died near the N arba_da, in the midst of schemes for the 
co~quc;st of the Dakha~.. He. hfd raised himse~f to a complete pre­
emmence among- the l\faratha. duets, and had acqmred large territorie 
in Malwa, but outwardly he was still subordinate to Sh:ihu. s 

Balc:iji was appointed Peshwa in his father's place, thono-h the 
nomina~ion was opposed _by the cre<l~tors of_ lla,ji_ Hao, who h~ died 
deeply 111 d<!bt. A few more Y('ars passed qmPtly m the lhkJm.n while 
th~ l\farAtlrn, tro?ps overran H inclnst!in and_ l~e.uetr~.teJ iuto Beu gal 
Onssa and the h.arntifak. At last m A.D. 1 I •.1-\l, bhahu, who had 
long been imbecj,le, <lied, and tho c1mure whi.cn had Leen impendincr 
took place ; the sovereignty passed £1;om the Mar;itha r:ijas to ti: 
J3_rahman Peshwas. Shahu left nfl direct heirs, and before his death 
disputes had arisen between his wifo Sakwarb~.i Sirke, who declared 
for Sambhaji the Kolhapnr raja, and 'l'arabai who brought forward a 
ho>'.: whom she called ?er grandson, Raj~ Ram? son_ of Shivaji, who she 
said had been _kept m concealment srnce lus lnrt,h. Jagjivan the 
Pratini<lhi, brnther of Shripatrao, took the side of Sakwarbai while 
B~laji ~up:ported the claim of Ham. Immed;n,tcly S'1ah11 <lied: 11:tlaji 
seized tho town and fort of Sa.tarn. and took thP- Pr:.i.tinidhi and 
SakwarMi prisoners. The latter Jie&forced to perform the rite of 
aat·i or wi<low-sacrifice, and the formel.' ne imprisoned in a bill fort. 
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On the strenn-th of a <leml given to him by Sh,ihu, he assnmecl th-3 
management"' of the Jfariitha empire, agreeing to :icimowleclg·e the 
independence of tho Kolldpur state and to preserve the j1ihgirs of the 
chiefs. He won over to his sicle Ha~hoji Dhonsla., whom he confirmecl 
in his possessions in Ber:ir, as also he did Yashvant Rao .Dablutdc in 
Gujarat, and Fatehsing Bbonsla as ntj{J, of Aknlkot. 'rhe districts 
i_n l\fahva, conquered by Baji Rao, were divided between Holkar, 
Sindia, Pa.var, anr.l other chiefs. Jagjivan the Pratini<lhi was soon 
released, but much of his jahgir west of the ·Krishm1., between the 
Varna and Urmodi rivers, was taken ft·om hiri1. 

The change of rulers was generally agreed in. Yamaji Sevdev, the 
inutalik of the Pratiuidhi, raisell an insurrection and threw himself 
1uto the fort of Sangola ner,r Pandharpnr ; but this revolt was· at 
once suppressed by Sadashiv Bhau, cousin. of the Pcshwa. Finally, 
before proceeding lo take part. in the dispute between the sons of, 
Nizam-ul-1\lulk, the Peshwa persuaded the Pant Sachiv to O'ive him 
up the fort of Sinhgacl in exchange for those of 'l'ung and "''l'ikona, 
nud he thus gainecl the fortress which threatenecl his capital: Poo11a. 
Ho gn.vo up the fol't of Suitara. to Tal'aMi, the ra.ja beinO' kept in the 
city with a large establishment of attendants. "' 

When the Peshwa luttl gone (,\.D. 1751) T,trabai tried to rouse 
Ram Raja to 1·evo~t. ]!'inding this uscll•ss, she sent for Damaji 
Gaikwa~·, an~ on lus approach invited the raja into the for~ anJ. 
made lum prisoner. '11hc Peshwa's offic8rs in S1:tt.1ra marched t:i 
meet Da.m:tji at Arla on the Krishna, then retired to Nimb, where 
they were defeated, aml Damuji joined 'l'{mibai. Several forts were 
given up to her, hut Nana Pumnclhare again attacke1l Danuiji anrl 
forced him into the Jor Khora, a valley near Wai where he waited 
hoping for aicl from the_ Pratinidhi ~t Kan'i.d. 'l'he P0shwa hearing­
of the danger, came up with his army arnl surrounuetl Damitji; and 
then, while amusing him with neo•otiations smldcnly attacked and 

• • n ' • 
took him pnsoner and sent him to Poona. 'l'<i.ra.Mi he left in pos-
session of Su.tam and of the person cf the raja, as another enemy 
wai:i pressing on him. 

'/he Peshwa hacl sitlccl with G:Izi-ml-cHn ns a claimant to the 
•Niz.·•n's throne against. his brother Sahth:.t Jang; a1id when the 
latte : by the aid of l•'reuch troops had St'Cnred his fmccession, 
he , .etermined to punish the Peshwa, and iuYadetl th1; Poona dis­
trict~ with the French lea<ler Bussy at the head of a disciplined 
force. Notwithstanding the efforts ()f the :M:;i.r:i.t1rn. army under 
Maba.claji Pan,t Purandhare, the M\lg·hals advanced,. sacked R,fojan­
gaon, and destl'Oyed 'l'alegaon Dhamdhere. 'l'hey were there fiercely 
attacked, and almost routecl hy the Marat.h:1.s, Lut were saved by 
Bussy and his al'tillcry, aml again aclvauccd. a.s fat as Kow~g·aon on 
the Bhima. Herc Salabat ,J a11g heard that the fort of 'rrimbak 
near Nasik had been taken hy tho ::M:arathas, and returnecl to 
Ahmadnaga~ to get his heavy gtins f~r the· siege of the fort. Early 
in 1752 he moved towards Junnar, but he was harasi:;ed hy the 
Mara.thas his troops were mutinous, and da.nger was threatening 
from the' north, whence his brother 06.zi-ud-din was approaching 
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with a laro-e army. He therefore en.me to tprnrn with the Pesbwa., 
~ \ .. 

and turned to meet his hrotliet·. 'l'he whole iln.1·,itha force also 
collected near Aurangal,{td, and though (~ \zi-1id-din was poisoned 
aml w:i.r avertetl, Sabbat .hng eo!liirmcd a. cession of territory 
promisCll by G[1zi-ud-din to the 11anith:is, comprising the greater 
part of Khandesh and the Gangthari. 

During the absence of the Peshwa. 'l'.i.rahai collectc<l a, force of 
Ramoshis and occupied the 1V_a.i au<l S,it.:fra. districts. Her troops 
were soon driven b.ick a.n<l she was besicgccl in the fot't, but the 
siege was not pressed. • Next yeat· (A.O. 1754) Dam:iji O,iikw:ir was 
released and returnc<l to Gujarat after corning- to au agreement wtth 
the Peshwa about the revenues of that countrv. He was accom­
panied hy Hag-lmnath H:10 the Pci::hwa's younger bro~her. and their 
unitecl forces soon took Ahmad,i!,.hl; and firmly cstabliE'hed 1Ianitha 
supremacy in that province. 

The fort of'- Ah~adnaga.r, which had tiil then been hel<l by the 
Niziim, was in-,Lo.1759 acquired hy the 1-'c~hwa, who lJrjhrd the 
commander Kavi Jrtng. Consequently in 17(j0, the l\i;1,,1m de­
clared wal', but he was defP1ted hy. Sad;ishiv Bhau :_it V<lgir an<l 
forcerl t;o make a treaty surrendcrmg_ the f~rts .. ~f Daulahi.M.tl 
8hivnet· Asirg-atl arnl Bijiipur, the p1·0,•Jl](:t•s of 1lJ_,1apur, and part 
of Bi<lar Ahmadnagar arnl Aurang-al>ird. 'l'hus Slnrner, the birth­
place of Shiv;, ji, at last fell into the h:rnds of the :\for.itluis'. 

'i'he Prf'hw,1 Bnl,1ji h:ul long kc:n intt~rr.,ring- in the nff~irs oi 
HimlusM,n, aml had incun-e<l the enmity of Ahmad Sluth Abd:ili 
the Afgh~n king, wboECe fo1Tcs Rug-l;un:ith Rao the Peshwa's 
hrotlwr, had Jrivcn out of the P:rnj..ih. Ile aclrnnr:ctl in 17 Ml l,ent 
on punishing them, and roufo<l two detachments comma11ded l,y Sindi:i 
and IIolkar with gl'eat slaughter. It W;H; nccc~foary to i::crnl a htrrrer 
force to meet him, and in A.D. 171,;0 the grancl army of ihc i\1arutl~18 
with the contingents of all the chiefs, led lJy 8a<lt.sl1iv J3h,'iu, marched 
into_ Hin<lust.cin. After some skirmishing the two armies met at 
Parnpat in January 1761 and the }1arath:1s were utterly routecl. 
Ga_<lashiv Bhan, Vishvas Rao tlie Peshwa's eldest son, many o•ther 
<;~icfs, and ~e~~-~y t~c whole army ~ell in the fi~ht. S??n afte~ hearing 
tten~,~sllalaJlHaothePc:::hwadied(Junc 116!). lhc defeat had' 
a_ <lcc1s1ve effect on tht1 fortunes of the Mar:'itha. empire. Up to this 
tune ~he grc~t _ehicfs had Leen generally obedient to the Pesh wa, _and 
had a!_w;iys Jomcu his &tandar<l. Now I1is prestige was gone, and 
~he clnefs became more and moro independent. Doubtless. this might 
m any case h:.ve occurred lat.er; the distant conquests could not 
long have been controlled from Poona, but the defea.t of l'anipat 
hastened the catastrophe. The minority of Baluji's successor, Madhav 
Rao a boy of sixteen and the quan·els between him und his uncle 
Ragh_unath, tem1c<l to the same result. ,vhcn ~hidhav Rao grew 
up, his :personal character held togetlicr the confcd.eraey for some time; 
hut lus early (~eath, ancl the quarrels as to the succession, <leci<led the 
matter, and without doubt facilitated the conquest by the English. 

Nizam A'Ji, hoping to profit by the Marlitha disasters, declared 
war, and, though vigoronsly oppo1<erl, adv:mced to within fourtc~n 
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miles of Poona, ,Vheu lie was incluce(l to return by the cession of the 
districts of Amn.n:.;·1\.!i:i.(l and Bid.i.r, lately acquired by the Mar:ithas. 
S.Jon aftcnva.ri_1,; the death of 'J',irab.-1.i (December 1761) rc1ie·,ed the 
Peshw;1's g-ovemment of an inveterate enemy; the fort of Saturn. 
was smTcn:lere:l, a.nrl H,,1 m R,,, ja,, who hall been kept a close prisoner 
then, was allowetl to ]iye in the city. 

At first the mm 1gement of. :diairs was entirely in the hands of 
Raghunrith l-i,iiu; Lut I\Hdhav Rao, the young Pesltwa, soon 1ecame 
desirous ,>f h:t\'iug a sh:tru in the administration, anLl disputes arose 
between him. arnl his nuele. The latter rctil'ecl, and. h:1.ving oht:-tineu. 
help from the goF:1·nnr of A.111·ang:ihi<l an1l collecteu. a b.rge force 
of .M:1.1·:ith,is, mard1ed on Poona, defo:ttcd his nephew's army. an<l. 
again took ch:1.J'ge of the gornrnment. He ma.cle Sa.kharam Bapu, 
a dcscl)ntlant 0£ GopirnHh, the BrAhman who betrayed Afaul Khan 
to ShiY,iji, and Nilkn.uth Purandlmre, his chief ministers; gave over 
the fort of P11ra.udhar to the httcl', and made several other changes 
in the ministry. He also, as the price of the aid he hau. just received, 
agreed to g·iyc hack to the Niz,im the rest of the provinces ceded 
in A.D. 17t3U, but his promise was not kept. The Niziim in cou­
sequcn~e ~lel'la1:cd war, and being joinc<l by J~inoji Bhousla ;ind 
other d1saifocb.:d chiefs marehc•d on Poon,L in A.D. 1763. A,,; it was au 
open city, the people fled, and the l\lnghals sackcu and burneJ Poona; 
thence they marched to I'urandlrnr, anJ ravaged the country as far 
north as the Bhinrn.. 'l'he l\taratha army had meanwhile assem­
bletl a.ml plunclcrecl the Nizam's country; a.nd now, folloy,·ing tho 
l\lug-hals on their return, assailed them as they were crossing the. 
Godiivari at R1ik1-lrn,slJlmvan, and iufiictcd a severe defeat on them, 
which brought the war to a close. Jauoji Bhonsla., who had deserted 
the :Mnghals, was the chief gainer. 

Soon after this 1\fadhav Rio recovered the management of the 
government, n.nrl kept on goO(l terms with his uncle till A.D. 1768, 
when H.ag·hunath 1·ctire1l from court raised a force and cnca.mpccl near 
Dhollap in the Clufodocl range; l;nt he was soon defea,tcd a111l ta.ken_ 
prisoner, arnl was kept in custotly till the clo;;e of M,i.dhav's reign. 

During the four remaining· vcars of his life Madhav Hao W?s 
chiefly occupied with wars with Ja.noji J3honsla of .Bcnir :mrl invasiom; 
of. the Karniita.k. Iu one of these wars in A.n. 1769 Janoji penetrated to 
Poona aml ravaged the conntrv round till J)eace was m::vlc. :Mridha.v 
Tufo died in A.n. i772. His reign may be looked on as the time during 
which the administration of the country reached its highest excellence; 
the mamlatdars aml other officers were carefully looked after, the 
assessment was paid withoiit mueh cliffieulty owing to the_ ~vcn.lth 
brought into. the country by war, :incl jnst.ico wa~ well _a~lmm1stered 
by the famous Ram Shastri. l\faclbav Riio's ch1cf m1msters were 
Sakharam Ripu, Moroba rimdnavis, :md Moroha's c_o~1Sin N a.~a. 
Aftct· Ma<lhav's death the 1faratha empire was plungecl m confusion 
and a period of civil war tollowed; the great chiefs became co~­
pletely intlepcndcnf;, and an opportunity was given to the English 
Government to interfere. 

Part I. 

POONA 
FATA.RA .. ~D 
SnoL.\l'UB, 

A,D. 130ll· 1818. 

Rcgbunath Ra.o'11 
Disagreement 

with the Peshw&, 



Part I. 
POON.A. 

S.h.iR.A. AND 

8HOL.\PUR, 
A,D. 1300-1818, 

Nar:\yan Rao 
Peshwa, 

A.D. 1772 • 1773. 

.Raghunath Rao 
Peshwn,, 

• A,D. 1773. 

The :,Jinisters 
form a Regency. 

Birth of M,ldhav 
B~o II. 

A,D, 1774. 

First War with 
the En ... Ji;;h 

A,D. 1775.' 

Treaty of 
Pnrandh,ir, 

A,D. 17iU. 

Secon<l War with 
the English, 
A.D. 1778. 

604 

[Bombay Gazetteer 

DA KHAN HISTORY. 

Narayan Rao succeeded his brother Mad'uw Rao. Raghu:nath, 
who had been released before l\1adhav's death, kept on good terms 
with Narayan for a time; but after a few montl1s he interfcretl in t~e 
administration ancl was a"'ain I)laceJ in confinement. In Aug:ust ·1 77;3 ' ~ p ~· l . a disturbance arose amonO' some of the troops at oona, am then· 
leaders Lnrst into the palaie; Narayan Rao took refuge v,ith his uncle 
RaO'hunith, but was followetl and murclered in his presence; aTILl there 
wa~.reason to believe that Raghumith was implicated in the murder. 

Rao•lrnnath at once assumed charge of the g.ovemment, but Sakhri­
ram Bapu, Nana Phadnavis, Trimbak Hao 11fama, Har~ Pant Phatlke, 
and the other ministers "·ere ill-disposed towards 1nm, and none of 
his own followers were competent to take their pla.ces·. Soon after 
his accession, while he ,vas engaged in war with the Nizam, the old 
ministers withdrew from his camp to Poona, and h:wing discoverea 
that the·widow of Ni\niyan Rao was pregnant, had her conveyed in 
January 177:1, to Purandhar, and formed themselves into a regency. 
Hearing of this, Rao-lmmith, who had marched into the Karnatak, 
returned ,yith his a~my, and was met near Panclharpur by the army 
of the mimsters under Trimbak Rao Mama. He completely defeated 
them with the loss of their leader, but instead of marching on Poona, 
he rctireJ• to Burhanpur, an:1 the birth of a son to Narayan Rao's 
widow (April 177'1), to whom the na,mc of Madhav was given, put an 
end to Raghunath's chance of success. • • 

Ilaghuuctth retired to Gujarat, hoping· to bring there to a successful 
termination the negotiations for aid which he hall already begun ",jth 
the Government of Bombay. In this he obt.ai.ned his wish; but the 
interference of the Eno·lish was at first limited to Gujarat and· the 
Koukan, and they w~rn soon ordered to suspeml hostilities Ly the 
Supreme Government of Bengal. Colonel Upton wa.s sent as a com­
missioner to arrange a peace at Poona, ~.nd in l\farch 1776 he siO'ncu. 
the treaty of Purandhar, by which the English ag1·ecd to give up b the 
cause of .Raghunath. 

In A.D. 1777, Ram Raja, who for nearly thirty years had been the 
titular r{ija of Satara, died, and was succeeded by his adopted son 
l:,hahu. 

. A rivalry which for somo time had been growing between two of 
the leading ministers at Poona, Nana Phadn~v_is and his cousin 
Moroba, now passed into an open quarrel. Sakharam Bapu remained 
ne_u~ral, but Moroba was supported by the greater number of the 
mnust,ers and by 'fukaji Holkar. Hari Pant Phadkc took the side 
of N ~na, and so . clicl Mahadji Sindia, ancl t~ough Moroba was a.t 
firs~ _m the ascendant and N u.na h3!-l t,o retire ~ :eurandhar, tha 
pos!t10n was soon changed when Han Pant and Smd1a came up with 
therr forces and 'l'uka;ji Holkar was induce~ to leave Moroba.'s party. 
In July l\foroba and his adherents were smzcd and confin~d in varioua 
forts, and Nana had only one rival left, Sakha.ram Bapu. 

The Bombay Government, whose aid bad been sought by Moroba, 
now declared war with the Pcshwa's ministry. Their first effort 
was disastrous. In November 1778 a force occupied the Bor Ghat 
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aml encampccl at KhanrUla. The maii1 body under Colonel Egerton 
fµllowcrl in Dceem~cr1 and marched slowly to K urli, eight miles 
over. lend g-rouml 1I~ eleven days, const:1!ltly cng-agc,l with the 
}\fo1•,itluii;, whose mam !1.i.'my "·as assembled at Talcg·:ion Diiblu1.de 
u1hl0r Sindia, Holk:n, anLl f-hri Pant, and retired sfowly- when the 
English reached that villn.~c. Herc Colonel Cockburn, who was 
now in eomni:-1,,d, cmhanasscd by his commis:::ariat train, determined 
to retire, and having thrown his guns into a pond, began his 
retreat. 'l'iie :i\farathris pressecl closely on him, a_nd his l'ear guard 
wa,;; pcrrctna1ly cngag-ctl till the village of Vadgaon was reached. 
Colonel Cockburn,· 1\espait·ing of effecting his retreat, began to 
ncg·otiatc; ::ind at Ja;;t a convention was made through Sindia, by 
which the Eng·lish army was allowed to retire on condition of 
the surrr:mlcr of the conquests made since the year 1'773. 'l'his 
cii~gracchil _convention,. was at once disavowed by the Bombay 
Government, :tnd the war was continued. For some months nothing 
was doi:e, as the Born bay Government awaifod the arrival of the 
army umler General Goddard, which was on _its .march across India. 
It arri\'ecl at Surat in l\Iarch, and negotiations were carried on till 
the encl of the year. In the meantime Nctm1 Phadnavis, with the 
connivance of Mtihriclaji Sindia, got rid of h;s last ri.val Sakharam 
Bapu, who was thrown into prison aml' sent to Prat{tpgad. Before 
the close of A.D. 1779 negotiations we1·e broken off, and the war was 
carried on suecesr,tnlly in Gujarat and the Konkau bv General 
Goddard and Col011el Hartley. In the beginning of 1781, Genera.I 
Goddard determined to advance towanls Poona, ancl a detachment 
forced the Bor Gh,tt; but when they reached Khand:ila they were 
at once attn.eked _ in front by tl_1e 1\-1:mit.ha main army under Hari 
Pant Phadkc and. Holkar, while Parashram Pant Pn,tvardhan was 
sent with a :;:trong force into the Konk:i.n to assail the flank of the 
a1·rny aml cut off its communications with Bombay. After a mouth 
of com f :rn 1 fighting, Uencral Gothbrd. was forced to retreat to 
l~omh:ty • ! lt scycrc loss. 'l'l1c war now languished, and in the 
beginning ,I' 1,82 11cg-oti:.1tious were beg·nn with the Poona govern­
ment through Simlia, and ended in the trea.ty of Salbai, by which 
the conquests irl the Koukan were given up with the c:xpep6on of 
Salsette, and a provision was made for Raghunath Rtio. 

For Eome ye~rs there was 1icace in the Dakhan, and Sindia was 
fully occupied in Hindustan w:-:,rring wit.h the _Rajput princes, W~lOm 

after a hard struggie he worsted. At last m .A..D. 1789 • he gamed 
possession 0£ Delhi and the person of the emperor; and thus reached 
the heio-ht 0£ his ambition. In A.u: 1790, war broke out between 
Tipu S1~tan -~£ Mpot a1;1-d_ the En~li_sh, and the ?\Jarathas toined as 
:Lllies 0£ the English arnl wok part 111 the c:nnp:i.1gns of 1,90 and 
I 'rol, after which 'l'ipu vras compelled. t.o sue :for pea{:C and sun-en~er 
:;, large extent_ of territory. Soon a~ter p~ce_ had been made with 
Tipu, Siudia marched to Poona, ostc~u-;~bly l-0 1~west :the young. Pes~wa 
,vith the insignia. of the office _,£ Vak1l-1-Mutahk which h~ had obtam~ 
·.'or him from the emperor, but rea,lly to supplant Nana Phoonavis 
.md wiu over the Pcshwa. Cont.rary to Nana's wishes, the Peshwa. 
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was <lccoratcd by f:iimlia, arnl a wat· of intrigue cns,ucd between the 
rivals, ''"hich ,vas only ended by the death of Mahadaji 8india. in 
February 17!H. As .Mah,."t<l,iji's succeH-;or \\'as his grand 11cphcw 
Daubt Hao, a boy of fourteen, Nana l'lmdnavis was freed from his 
most dangerous rival. 

Tedious negotiations ha<l lJccn going on fot· long between the 
Niz,tm and the Per,hwa; the :i\Iarath,is claimed long outstanding 
balances 0£ chr11rtl1 and the Nizam made countet·-claims. At last, 
in the end of 1'ia4, war was dcclarctl; all the great J\Iaratha chiefs 
joined the national stamlard, while the Nizam ad\'anccd with all his 
forces. 'L'hc armies met near Khanla in Ahma,Inagar. In the battle 
which took p!acc the I\lughal army was routed, mainly O\\'iug to the 
cowardice of Nizftm .A'li, ,Yho allowed himself to lJc shut up in Khar<la 
fort, wlH1rc he was forcccl to sig-n a tl'c;Lty gjving· up tcnitory on his 
western front;cr from Purenda to the T:1pti. 

The sons of Raghunath Rao, Briji Rfo and Chinrniiji, were kept 
in -dose conlinemcnt hy Nana Phadnavis; l,ut the young- Peshwa, 
who was also in r;omplcte subjcctinn, opened a correspondence with 
Baji Hao. ""hen N1\na <lisco,·ercd the_ con;-spr,n<1cncc_ he stopped 
it at once an<l Ma<llmv Rno, apparently m a i1t of <lcspau·, committed 
suieidc 0;1 the· 2:Jr<l oE Octol.Jer 170.j by throwing himself: from his. 
palace in Poona. 

The g-reatcst cn11fusion ensued. :N,ina PharJnayis, knowi11g that 
Baji H:10, the heir to the throne must he his enemy, sunimonccl 
the l\fara1ha chiefs tn Poona, ancl pcrnuadc<l them to agree to tho 
adoption of a son by "•the ,villow of llla<lhav Hao. B:i,ji Hrio, 
thouo-h imprisoned in the fort 0£ Bhivncr, opened commnnicat;ous 
witli"'Baloua 'fat ya, one of Sin<lia's chief all visers, and won him over. 
Nana, hearing of: this, W[LS greatly alarme<l, and <lctcrmined to 
forestall Baloba, and himself to scat B:iji ll:io on the throne. Ho 
summoned Parashd,m Bh{tu Pab·arclhan from 'l',isgaon, and sent 
him to Shivner to make the proposal to Bnji Rfo, who consented 
and came to Poona. Sindia, enrag-c<l at his treache1:y, rnarcl1cd 0 ~ 

Poona; N 6.na Phadnavis, afraid to risk a battle, retircsl to Purantlhar 
and thence to Sat;ira, whik Parashram Bh,iu and 13:iji Rno awaitell 
the arrival of Sin<lia. By the a<lvicc of Biiloba 'l'atya Sin<lia <letcrmincd 
to put Chimn~ji, 13:iji Rno's younger hrothcr, on the throne; to this 
1---'arashdm Bh,1u agreed, and Chimmiji \\'as installed against his own 
will in May 1796. Nana I'ha<lnavis had meanwhile retired into 
the Konkan, where he began to plot afresh for the restoration of 
Baji Rao. He won over Sakharam Ghatg-e Shirzi Rfo, who had 
joined Sindia's army, and throup:h him Sindia ,vho in October 1706 
arrested B:Uoba 'J'atya and declared for Baji Rao. Paraslmi.m 
Bhau fie<l, but was captured and thrown into prison. Nana returried 
to Poona and was reeoncilccl to B:.i.ji Rao, and in December 17!)6 
Btiji Rao was at length formally installed Pcshwa. Ahma.dnacrar 
and its districts were made over to Sind:.1 as the reward of his h;lp, 
and Nana Pha<lnavis again became chief minister. His tenure of 
power was· short. After a year of constant dist{uba.nce at Poona at 
Baji Rao'e request he was treacherously arrested by order of Si~dia. 
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ancl sent a prisoner to Ahrnadnagar. His friern1s and relations 
were scizet1 and plundered, and ~reat excesses were comn:iitted by 
Sirn1i:1's troops, urged on by ~hirzi H:;_o Gh:,tg1~. 13:'tji Rao having 
got ri,l of :;\",inn. l'hadnavis, was now anxion,; t:i sernl Sind:a awn.y; 
lmt as he was unalJ!e t,> pay Simlia the arrears due to his troops, 
he allowl'11 ·him to ll'vr the money he wantc,l £:-om the inh:thit­
ants_ of_ Poona; i::lhirzi Hao Gh ·1tge wa::; employcJ on this congenial 
occnpation, and executed his orders in the most bru-~al manner, 
ill-treating all \Yho were supposed to hn,ve money. 

:i'lfranwhilc troul1le was thrcaJe11ing frm)t S:t.tnrn. The nij:1 had 
been allo1,ed, prC\·ious to :N",iiia\, ancst by B.iji H,io, io ceize tho 
fort. Ile nuw n!fusecl to surrcn,lcr it, and having collected some 
troops, droYe L:wk a force cnmmarnle.l I>\' :i\Inhntlev H.:io Il:\stia. 
Parashr,\,m Bluiu, ,, ho was still a pri~onc~-, offcr<'d, if rc!eascd, to 
march against the rrija. IIis- offer being· ace;cptd, he surprised 
tlie r1ija at S,."ttnra, completely ronh'tl his troops, and took him 
prisoner. 'l'he r:1ja's lmJthcr, Chitfo· Singh, c~e:ipcd to Kolh:ipur, 
and.with the help of that prince carried ou a predatory warfare with 
consicleraLle success. • 

Quarrels which broke out in Binclia's family be:hYccn him and 4ho 
Bil.is or widows of his uncle l\Iah:i<laji, rc<lucctl him to grc:.t <liffi­
cultics and kept him fol' some time in tlw Vakhan. 'l'lie 13-iis, who 
had been grossly ill-treated by Shirzi H.:fo Gb:.ttg·c, were Lciug rnut as 
prisoners to Ahmadnagar, when they were released liy a p:'l.l'ty of 
-::;in<lia's ow~ horse, and took refuge in the camp of A mrn1,rno, tho 
Peshwa's adoptive brothel'. A large party in Sirnha's army, disgusted 
with the tyranny of Ghatge, took part with the }his. An attempt 
to snrprisc Amrut Rao's camp failed; but when he marched to l'oona, 
Gluitg~ a~tacked him suddenly and pillagel} his camp at Kirki. ~t 
last Smd1a was forced to arrest Shirzi H:.io to put an encl to his 
excasses; and in order to-oh:ain money to enable him to return to 
HindusUn, where his presence was much needc<l, he determined to 
release N ttna Pha<lnavis on payment of a large ransoiu, hoping too 
that his release would annoy Bnji Riio. Iu this however he was 
disappointed, as Baji Rao soon persuaded N~i_na to resume his old placo 
as ministei· (October 1798). Sindia was still unable, through want 
of money, to leave Poona; the Il:iis had taken refuge at Kolhapur, 
and being joined by large nt16Ubers of followers, marched northwards, 
plundering all Sirnlia's village_s,_ and he wa:, _unable_ to_ check them. 
At last by releasing his old mm1stei· Baloba fatya, S111d1a was enabled 
to brino- bis affairs into some order. An arrangement ~ad been 
nearly etiected with the Bai~, when they took alarm an~ agam began 
plun<lerinO". It was uot till the year -1800 that, with the help of 
YashvantRao Holkar, they were driven• into Burhanpur and thence 
to Malwa. 

The war with Kolhapur anC:. Chit(Jr Singh had been going on with 
varying success, til1 in September 1799 ~_)arashra.m Bhan was defeated 
an(l killed by the Kolh:ipur troops. Remforcements were sent up, and 
Kol\lapur was besieged and would haYe fallen had not the death_ of 
Nana Phadnavis in Ma1·ch 1800 brought about a change of policy. . -~~......, .... ~_ 
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Nana's relations and friends were seized and imprisoned, Sindia was 
allowed to send troops to overrun the jahgir of the Patvardhan family, 
and J>Uace was made with Kolhapnr. 

At last, in 1801 Sindia niarched north to check in person. the 
progress of Y ashvant llfo Holkar. The country he . left. was in the 
greatest disorder,.ravaged by bands of marauders, among whom was 
Vithoji the brother of Yashvant Rao Ho~kar, who was taken and 
executed by order of the Peshwa. Baji Hao also disgusted the more 
respectable of his chiefs by his treatment of the Rastia family, the 
head of which," Mahadev l{ao, was treacherously seized and im1)I'isoned 
in Rayo•acl. Yashva,nt Rao Holkar, who had at firs~ been successful 
againstsome of Sindia's detachments, was ~omp)ctely defeated by him 
at Indor in October lS(Jl ; but he soon rallied Ins forces and marchod 
south, sending on a detachmcn~ under Fateh S~ng !Iiiue to ravage 
Khandesh and the Dakhan. I-hs orders were earned out; the Peshwa's 
officers were defeated and Khandesh and the Gangthari .desolated, 
Fateh Sing Mane advanced south, defeated a force under 13:\laji 
Kunjar at Gar Dhond, and stormed the camp at Uara,mati. Sindia ·sent 
a large force to the aid of the Pesln~a, which, passing Holkar's. ~ri:ny, 
joined the Poona troops, and the umted forces took up a p0Ht1on at 
the Alla pass. Holkar, however, marched south by .A.hmadnagar, and 
thence to ,Jejuri, joined F'ateh Sing :M:i.ne, and came down the hills 
towards Poona, encamping between Loni and Hadapsar. Herc he 
was m~t by the allied forces, and a hattl~ ens_uecl on the .. 2:lrd October 
1802, in which he was completely vwtonous. lMJ1 Rao fled, to 
Sinhgad, thence to Raygad, and finally to ~a.had in the Konkan; and 
not feeling safe -even there, he took ship and landed at Tiassein. 
Holkar was thus left c:.omplete master of Poona. At first he did not 
abuse his victory. He invited .Amrut Rao to come from ,J unnar and 
take charge of the government, which he did after some delay, and 
aJlowed his son Vin:iy:, k Rno to be placed on the throne. 'Jhis being 
done, Holkar began to plunder the helpless inhabitants of Poona.. 
mercilessly, till he and .Amrut Rao were drawn from the city early in 
1803 by the approaoh of the British troops. • 

Baji Rao, as a last resource, had entered into an alliance with the 
English, and Eigned a treatv at Eassein in December 1802, bindincr 
hi;111self to kec11 up a subsidfury army, and not to engage in hostilitie~ 
without the consent of the English Gov(Wllment. At the saD:)e tirrie~ 
with his ~sual duplicity, . he intrigued with Sindia. and Raghuji 
Bhonsla, with the double arm of persuading them to attack Holkar 
and to make war on the English. The British Government fook 
imme<liate steps. to replace Baji Rao on the throne. A, force under 
General Wellesley marched from Mysor to Pooria., while a pa.rt of tho 
Hai<larabad contingent mo-.zed to Purcnda. General W elleslcy was 
joined on hiG wa,f _by the jahgir~ars of the Southern ~faratha Country, 
and drove before h1Ill the plundenng bar_::l~ of Holkar s horse. As it 
was feare~ that Amru.t llao who was hanging .about Poona, might 
bum the city, Gen~ral W ~llesley made a march of sixty miles in thirty­
two ~our?, and. aJ'l'lv~d there on the 20th April, while Colonel Stevepson 
moved w1th the Haidarabad troops to Gardaund (the present Dhond) 
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on the J3hi'ma, and thenc~ fo tho Godavari. A mrnt I·hfo retired before 
Ueneral "\Vellesley to Sangamner, and.thence _to :N:5sik, which town he 

.1-.lCkcd. He subscqnently e.1me to terms with the English, servell 
,vith them during the war, and was afterwards pensioned. Baji R:io 
was brought b:.ck to Poona iu l\foy 1803., and General "\Velles!ey 
iuok np n. position near Alunau113ga1· to a,vait the resul~ of the nego­
tiations which were going on with Sindia. and Haghuji Bhonsh. These 
chiefs vieweJ the treaty of Bassuin with much dissatisfaction, aml :tii 
bst wat· 1Jroke out in August 1803; by the c1ose of. the year the 
confeLlerntes had been completely defc::iteu :it 1\.ssaye and Argaon, and 
pc.ice wa~ made. Next year Holkar forced on a war with the English 
Govm·nmen~-. ·which bstccl for more than twelve months, and was 
chielly eonlinecl to Hindustan. Ile too was forced to s11e £or peace 
in 1803. 

\Yhen B(;ji Ilno was 110stored, the country was in the utmost 
confnsion; but with the aid of the British troops the forts were 
recovered and order partly established. Still his misgovernment anJ. 
lhe bad counsels of his chief advisci's, Sadashiv Bluiu M.ankeshvar 
awl later on Trimbakji Dengk, prevented the country prospering. 
Boji J:,,io turned off without rnruple all tl1c old servants of Govcr1;ment 
and chsb.mdcd the troops. In A.D.1803 the rnins failed, and·a fearful 
f,11nin6 ensued, aggr,tvated by the war, and the country was ne.nly 
llcpopulatcd. Great numbers of the disbanded soldiers died and the 
rest settled.in their Yillagcs. 'l'ho Bhils took advantage of the confusion, 
and plundered the open couuti-y, even to the south of the Gano·thari; 
:11'1.d it "·as not till years had passed and o-reat cruelties Jud been 
exercised, that the Pcshwa's officers cleared th; country of robbers south 
of the CMndod range. 

In 18_05, after the cloi'c of the war with Holkar, Fateh Sing M~ne, 
one of lus officers, re-appe.tred in the Dakhan, and began plu:1dermg 
the country south of the Nira till he was attacked and killed by 
Halvant R~io Phaclnavis, the Mntidik of the Pratinidhi. 

Baji Rao, when he felt secnre through the aid of the British troovs, 
endeavoured systematically to depress his jahgirdars and cent;·a_h~~ 
his power. He took advantage of quarrels. between .the Prahmdm 
Parashram Shriniv,1.s and his Muta.Ek, to interfere on behalf of t~e 
latter, and he confined the Pratiuidhi.at Mhasvad (A.D. 1806). The chief 
was soon rcl?cued by his mistress, a Telin by caste, and having collectecl 
a body .of men, began plundering the Satara district, till he w3:s 
defeated and taken prisoner by Bapu Gokhle near V asantgad. His 
mistress retired to the fort c1f V11sota in the Ghats, and held out for 
eight months (A.n.1807). Th_e j"ahgir was then given over to Bapu 
Gokhle who levied hmwy contributions before he gave it to the Peshwa 
in A.D. 18ll. 

Baji Rao next turned on the powerful ·Patvardhan fa~ly, the 
members qf which had neve::l' been well disposcll towards him, a_nd 

-had neglected. to send their contingent of troops. A war, in which 
other j~U~ird,\ric; would Imve joined them, waic; prcv(!nted only hy the 
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interposition of: the English Rcsidrmt, who collec~cd ::m army at 
Pa.ndharpur ready to march on them; but tlie British Grwernnv:int, 
while enforcing the military service due from the j:ihg·ird:frs, determined 
to };rotcct them in the possession of the lands la.wfully held by them. 
At a la.1;er period l\fadhav H:io R{istia. failed to scn<l his conting-cnf, 
and v,-as stripped of all his_. J:..nds; ancl for similar conduct App:t 
Dcs:.'ti Nipfoikar lost a large portion of his jahgir. In both thc . .;e 
,,a.ses B:'iji Rao had craftily led the j,thgirdiirs to disobey orders tlmL 
he might have an excuse for sC'izing their lands. 

In :\,D. 1813 Riji Rfo l1ctcrmined t.o r:iise a, lJocly of disciplinell 
troc,ps commanded by English ofllcers. A hrigadc was forh1ed an.<l 
stationed near Poona, as was also a. bi•iaadc of the f:'nhf:'idiary fol"cc, 
the rest of it being sent to ~irur on the Ghod river alJ011t forty miles 
C'a.st of Poona. lt was about this time tha.t Trimbakji Deng-le rcachccl 
the _height of ~1is power, and uncler his influence Baji ltiio's government, 
r:~pll~ly dctcnoratecl. His one object was to accumulate money; 
d1stncts were farmed to the highest lJiclder ; no mercy was ~hown to 
the farmers who defaulted, and the £arm0rs showed none in their tur11 
to the hn!>bandmcn, and m:vle money hy the open sa!e of justice. 
Trirn.bakji, who disliked the En<F]ish, also inducetl his 1mstcr to 
increase his forces, and to intri<~uc with all the ;v[ar:itha chiefs. 
Negotiations Imel 10110' been o·oin:;: on lx!twcen the Peshwa antl tlie 
( . b :--, b 

iii1kwiir respecting tribute clue to the former, and in 18H G:rng-iidhar 
8hastri was sent on behalf of the G:i.ikw:fr to Poona.. l\lnnv efforts 
were made by the Peshwa to win him over hut- without snc{css, :J:~.<l 
at last he was treachcrousl_v murclcred at Pamlharpur l,y 'l'l'lmb:il~J_i's 
orders, with the consent of the Pcshwa (.Jnly 1815). 'Jhe Bnti~h 
GoYcrnrncnt at once demunrlcrl Trimbakji's surrender, ancl after 
some delay he was g-ivcn up a.nd imprisoned in the fort of ~l'hiina. In 
lc,;s than a yc:ir he mana,gcJ. to escape, and, though Ill co:istaut 
communication with the Pcshwa, cnulcJ. captmc hy the English, hy 
w~n~cring in the hilly parts of the country from Kh:indcsh to Sat:irn, 
fihrrmg the wild tribes to revolt. 
. Meanwhile a rising against tl1c Peshw:L's anthority w~s spr?~d~ng 
Ill the Gh~ts. Chit.Gr Singh, the brother o_f the I_~tc ra.1a of. S<1 fa~i·a, 
ha~ been 1;e1z,!d in Khfoilesh in 1812 by 'fr1mhakJ1 pen~le ,md 1m­

pnsoncd in the fort o£ lfangmi; I.mt in ]816 a. Gosa~1,1 w1~l~ the hcl11 
~£. some Ra~oshi chiefs, gayc out that he was Cb1tn~· .... rngh, al:U 
oe1zed Prach1tg-ad, a stron<,. fort in the hills south of Satara; seve~al 
0ther forts fell into their hands and the insurrection was ?1cvcr qmte 
quelled by Baji Rao. ' 

rr~·imbakji, n.ssL<,ted by the Peshwa had zince his escape been 
lcvymg, men, and in 1817 a large body a:scmhlcd at Natcputa, south of 
~h~, Nll'a; when the ~ubsi<liary force moved against. them they 
rn~uecl to Jath, and then turned back to the Maha.dev lulls north of 
Riitnra,, wh~1-e th,cy were attacked and dispersed. A similar rising 
to~l~ place ~~1 Khandesh. At bst the Resident insisted on the surrender 
of l nmbakJ1, and _on a 11cw treaty o-ivin(l' up the forts of. Sin1.1gad 
Purandhar :i.nd Raygad. B:iji nl) viclded with O'J'eat reluctance. . ,.., 
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.A new treaty w.1s signcJ in :May 1S17, by which he co:,scnled 
to cede territory fo1· the nuint~uance of the subsidia1·_y force an,l the 
fort of Ahma<lua.g,1r, to recog·nizc the :-;cttlemcnt with tki jiihgfr<l,ir:; 
iu 1812, an<l tu restore ~1.idhav Rao IU.stia's j,ihgir. The three forl,; 
were g-iveu back in Aug-u:st, as the Pc~lrn·,1. appeared to Le cnmply:ng· 
wi1h the treaty. In re:ility he was making preparations fo1· tlic war 
which soon broke out. 

'rhe Governor Gcnm·al hn.·l for some time IJeen concerting measures 
for suppressing the Pendluiris and restoring orde1· in Central India. 
Accordingly Ly ti~c end of tho rains the grcate1· part of the ]hifo,;h 
troops were sent north to take p:Lrt i11 the operations. The l>eshw:1, 
:;:eeing h:s opportunity, prnceeJd rapidly with his prepara:ims 
for war, prnmit-:ing a.ll the time to seml his troops north to ait.l 
the British forces. At last, as the Resident sur;pccted his sincerity, 
the small forcll at Po:m,1 w:1.s moved fo a, position at Kirki, and was 
rcinf<,rcd hy a. :Europctm regiment from Born.bay, a.nu on the afternoo:1 
of- the 5th of ~ ovcmLcr ,\. I>. IS I 7 the long-determined atta.ck wa..-; ma le 
Ly the l'cshwa',; troops; 2G,IJU(J l\far:i.tluis assailed a. Brifo:11 force 
numbering 2800 men, and were decisively i-cpulsed. General :-;mith 
"·ho commanded the subsidiary force, lmd already begun his march 
from the Gangtha.ri on Poona, anJ on his approach the Peshw,t 
rctum~d to ~L.i.huli ne~l' Sii.ta.rn., and there Lroug-ht the rtl.ja of S:ibi.ra 
into his camp. 'l'he J~ng·lish commander, afte1· occnpyin,r Poona, 
followed B,iji ltio, who returned hastiiy to Pandharpur, 0arnl t.hea 
up the Bhi,Y\a., pai,t Jumrnr, a111l on to Brahmanva.!a, where he 
occupietl a stl'Ong- position in the hill;;; but General Smith,. marcl1ing· 
round by Ahm:1dna0<rar aud Sano·amncr hciule(l him and he a•~ain 

h , 1 b 

fled south. On the news oE his approach a detachment of the s11h-
sidi ,ry £1)1'Cl! hail l>cen s11mmonctl fro:n ~irur to Poona, an<l on the 
1st 4f -Janna.ry h, 18 reached Koreo•aon on the banks of the llhima, 
arnl fouutl the :\lm·:1tha. a.rmy ot 25,000 men on the opposite bank. 
Though only 800 siro11g-, the detachment hclJ the village all day lollg" 

a~ains'.; the :u,sauit.s of the l\Iar.it,ha armv, and at night the enemy 
rctirntl_ hafllctl and co11ti11nctl thc;r flight so1;th. After a long and futile 
chase, rt was d~';ern1iuc1l to reduce S(tt:ira, and the f01t surrendered c,! 
the lO~h oI: l•'chma!'V 1818. A tlctae:lunen~ was then ~ent to take 
the other hill f ut·ls, ·a11tl the rest of thl} army undr:r Ucneral Smith 
r1:•lllllL"..l tltc pnnmit of .U..iji H.au, who had lJCcn staying neat~ Shohipnr. 
11 ,; was O\'ertakc11 ,m the 20th of Fchrnat·y at A shti, antl in thl' 
!,kirmish B:ipu Ookhlc his gcncml was kill1.,..J antl the ri'ija of Siitura 
taken. 'fhencc B,1ji H.iio 'ttcd to Kopa.rg-aou 011 the Uodavari a111l 
wa!tcd fo1· help from Ilolkar; lmt heing <l.isa.11pointed, again startetl, 
arnl aftct· lono- wan<lerin<,.s sm·1·cntlcrcd to Sir John Malcolm at Dholkot ,., ,:, 

in :\Jay 1810. 
~Ieantime tho English troops ha<l taken the Peshwa's country. 

Ch:1.kan was captured hy ·1. force mule1· C(Jl01wl Deacon; Sinhgall 
Pnranclhar anil Vasota, ·whet·e two European officers were confinctl, 
foll aLcr sh·H·L !-icg-e.-; hy April 1318, all!l Pratapsinh was formally 
in::ta:le,.l r:ija of S1\.l.'i.ra on lhc Hth ,,f April 1Kl8. ~\ fi1rcc unclcr 
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General 1\Inuru liatl mard1cll north from th~ Knr~i.itak, uL·cupying- tlw 
for~s on the :way; they routc<l [L )Jody of lhiji Ruo's infantry under 
the walls of Sholttpur, :1nd siorm~tlthe fort on 1i.pril 13th, 1818. Htyg-a<l, 
where the Peshw:i,'s wi-fc liad taken refuge, was surrendered on the 7th 
of May, and dmmg the 1:ame month the forts to the north of l'coua 
were reduced !Jy Major Elllriclo•e. 'fhc last fort to fall in this part of 
the country was Praehito•ad h:kl L'r· the false Chitu.r~ingh, which was 
captured on the 13th ofJm;e, 'l'hi1:; the territory of the P~~lnva was 
t·om11lcicly eouqucrccl h,· the E1wlish. Out of this tcnitor_y it wa,; 
lh01'.ght 1wlitic_ io ar-;::-ig-i1 a part a~ a princ!pality fo~· the titul~1.· _r::ij:1. 
A bact, cxtcwlrng from t.Jio Kirn, to the Varna aml from ilw G-hab to 
lhc 1:lhfma was r1J: crye,1 for him but was ft,r the time plaee:1l nuder the 
~~~tnagemcnt _ d: a Briii"h nlli<:.•(•t, C:q.1tain G1:nir:·. Duff, 111~!~! flie young; 
lr1~a. couhl g-am cxpericll(:e. 'Jhe other lli:::tnct:-; wen~ puL,m charge oi: 
,,lhce~·s whose powers re:::cmb!cll thur-;c of the i;ar~uhhc,l:;rs, ?-11~1 tho 
supcrmtc111b11cc of ihc whulc C()Ullh°Y wa:,; ent1 n,;icll tu u Comm1!'f.Io11cr, 
.l\lr, El11hinstonc. • 

. Po;· a time tronp;; WL'rc i;tatiuneLl :i,t, the ch:cf placc:s: -~~ai·1,~d,, S,it:i!·a, 
Shulapur, l'ooua, Sid1r aud Jmrn:ir, a.ml many of L:i.11 11,IU s !~vies 
aeccptctl st•rviec,' The/ ·,rerc ii,nn..'\'CI' di:-;],arnl,:d as "oui1 as puf:::-11,hi, 

and tho hill l'or·t·· \\'r • 1- aiitlc•,1 ,\_1· fir-..t 11n one was alhiwcll t,1 
Ji:' Ji'C I lf-:111, · . • .1. 1 ., • • 

travel a_rmcd withoqt a. pa:;~pori, _: 1,nt this 1 e:sl1';d1011 \\:a::< _f:c~~1 1:e~:~x~d 
n111l the country reu1, • • l • ,t '-' 011 :i.ftcr ilw c•ow1uc:-.,t ,1 1<,nsp11 ucy 
i• , I. • UlllCl <[lllO • 1.JO '. 1' . , •,:t'. 
or tue cxpuhs1u11 of 1hc E11o•fo,h was d1.-eo,·cretl nt Ooll,L n.nu ::; .. ,,nn., 

l~tt, the prompt exccuti,m of the ri11µ;le:i.dvr:o, amOilg' whom were f-!ome 
Brnhmarn< h·til .1 1 •0 l f"' t - 1 ';,,,.,..n'·l·1.o· the rcc111Tcuec of sudt . t .• , . < ~ Ol e le<: Ill }l L ,; L 'n 
•" te11111b;, 

_'rrc:itics ,~·ere c11tcrctl int,1 with the _j:1hg·ir,l:ir~, :1rnl t.h c~· W(•i:e •lcalt 
'nviv~ _n1 ,r,ccordancc w1th thl'ir st:nuling- a11tl then- heha,·wm·_, ti~. ~i10 

nh:,;h Govcrnmcir' •1 • tl '1'1 c hll(l of the old l\1,ml,,nrn, 
f'\1 ·h ·t1 , ' . " l lll'llJg lO W:tl', l ' • J' J· ti . l ti 
(1 C . as le NnnlJ:i!kars of J>l1nlt:111, tlw JJ:ip)ilc:-: O ,l. l~ •111( I(: 

ho1 po.des of: l\fnlthol . . ' .. t . · l· t i hcm-rnl;:'.ut, as "c1 e those ol. tho 0 "1", t fl' , \\Cle 1u, oICl o . I. Jj j> , •• 11 . 
o ca o 1ce:ri; of th .. ~l- ··"ti . .- •.-. tli, P.tut Hae nv, i 1e ntulllH 11, •ni-l lhc , • f .., 11 .u,1. 1:11,1J,1::;, e t· f '] G' • l'ilJa O Ak::i.lkot \II -Uc-. ·hid-= with the cxccp :on o "JC 

'l'l1olrpal1cr;, were 11b.ecll : t Jt' •. I cC t: .• -·1·1' mJ<h-l' t.l1c r:1j L of 1-;{lt,u,r,i; 
L IC a.1 l · .r. I <1 •tlCll O\\'ll \\ t/; . J I> ·I , 11 s 01 t w l'atvanl Ii J~ • 1 1 - , Ind n~<m 11JH1lll' t 1c c~ 1w11i". were l'l''-'iru• 1 t ' • an .i::.nn1 \' w 11cn , • .. I . I t , 

~ --.e•_ o thcrn a~ ti . I ·,' t ]· tlw E110•11::- 1 :-it ea· :111 ca1·,y 
opportnnit , 1 , ". • lC,\· l:L' 1 a ,en • :::, \'. .J ·l·· . ·l 
h d f 11 ) , nnt evc11 ducrs 1"'·' ti r-· ... tj•:-.: :1Jlll the Ill( nu ~a.r, \\ lO 

a O Owet.l 13,1 ii H-' 1 u,c ic «1c '· L • t ·· • their 11erson· I 
c::;t:ttes, J ,to to the last, were u.l lowc<l to 1 c • rn • •1 

In April 18 >'> J 11 1 1 1 t 
lho raj· a n,1 <l tl-... t ie Sii l:fr:t tcrrito1 v wmf fornm .Y . l:UH c: 0 

• ' 1 • 1cnccf • l • I • c tm'l y Alter • tune he lJccnme i . or~van was -mauag-ccl by 11~1 u •. • .· _. ,L 

G_ove!·mncnt, and :P-tt:e11~ . ~£ t~IC- c~ntr~>l ~.xcn:u,e<l hy_. t'.:c ~ut~sl~ 
mcat,11,u:; with ti· . he. l 1Jti,1~t-cn m mtng-mng :HH~ l10l<ltnl':) ~on11nu 
lfopo::;cti in A.I) ~sJo }l_l"l11Ces lll l'olltrav<.:.1~ioll of Jui; trc.1ty, J1e \\'~8 

lm,thcr SI 'I.: • 1.1.ucl 8cnL aK a ::;htc 11ri::;o1u~r to Uc1mrcs :ind.!11::; 
ia 1J1 \\"a:-; Jn·L • tI J ' 1 • • I • l l f · the illlpru,·eli1l'Jlf. f' '.. " 11 ; le l l_l"ll!IC· :n1i::; prrnce, ~\' lU llH muc I _-ol' 

•• 0 h•::- ternlory, d1e1l ill .\.i'. lti I~ \\'l!l.uul 11nle l1e:ri\ 
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::uul after long deliberation it was decided that the state shonl<l lie 
resumed Ly the British Government. Libe1'a\ pensions were granted to 
.the r.1j i's tlnee widows, and they were allowed to live in the palace 
at Sa.Mm. 'l'he survivor of these ladies died in 1874. 

Siuce A.D. 1 S'.1:8 no events of politic.al importance have taken place 
in these districts. 'l'hroughont the Mutinies of 1857 peace was main­
tained and no open outbreak took place, though the mutiny of a 
regiment a.t Kolhapur gave rise to uneaBiness, and there was undouht­
culy a good Jeal of disJ.ffection at Satara. among the c~asses whom the 
resnmptipn of the country had i~npoverished. 1n Poona too the doings 
uf Nana S,ibeL, the adopted son of the last of the Peshwas, could not 
fail to crca.tc au excitement among- the Brahmans, who felt that 
power lud pas::cd out of their handi,, and who would gladly have 
rl'g:iiucd iL. 

Of Lite ~fodtha families "·hoEe na.mes figure constantly in historv . . ' the fit·tit arc the 1f,1nk::isis or honourn.blcs, tli.c old farnilics who held 
l:rn<ls previous to the ri:-se of the 13honsla dynasty. Mention has 
all'Cn,dy been made of the Sirkc family, the old l'Ulcrs of the Ghat 
Matha, :who were dispoH'essctl by the :.1\lores. rl'lwy have alwa.ys held 
high. rank• ?'mong \I~~ Ma!:~tl~as, and were frequently conncctc? by 
ma1·n~g~-~v1th the raJas of :::Sat'.tra.. The con9uest of the Ghat countr.v 
hy SluvnJ1 from the :Mores, the raJfis of Javh, has also been mentioned. 
l\IemlJers of the family were conspicuous as so\diers, ancl one 0 £ them 
was for a time f:'i:m:1pati. • The NimLalkars ·of Phaltan, whom surname 
was originally Pa var, arc one of the oldest Maratha. families. ri'hey Imm 
h:.'cn <lcshmukhs of Plmlb.n since time immemorial, and were confiuned in 
Nwir rights Ly the kings of Bijtl}llll', Though connected b_y maniage 
with the I3honsl.1s, they continueL~ faithful to llij:ipur till the fall 
of the monarchy. In the rcigi1 of bh:ihu, one of t11c family ,rns 
~tl'-lashlmr, and anothe1· member sided with the Mug·hals an<l. obtained 
the j11ghir of Karm.lla. and the title of R'io Rfl.mbha. Th~ J>haltan 
jtihginl:ir is one of the chiefs with whom the British Government lms 
entered into a ti:eaty. He was placed under the nija of S,\,fa\,ra and 
hound to furni~h a fixc<l. number of horse, and siuce the resumption ;.if 
the sta.tc he has been pla.cc<l. under 1.he Collce:tor of S,i.tCira. His 
j,ihgi1· is a strip of country lying bctn:ce~1 the Nirn i,;iver on the .nor~h 
and the l\laM<lcv hills on the south; 1t 1s about 4-00 square miles m 
extent and yields a gross yearly rc,·cnue of about Hs. 1,00,000. 
Frequent failure of the rainfall prevents the cEshict from being a 
fcl'tilc one, but it is fairly prosperoi1s. Other branches of tho Puvar 
family distinguished the,mselvcs un?ci: Sl~ahu and ~he. Pre~lnds, and 
•founded the states of Dhar and Dcwas m Central Indm. 1 he Daphles 
of Jath whose orio•ina.1 name was Chawhan, take their present name 
from the village oEDaphlapur,.of which they wern pitils. They held 
a mansao under the Bijapur kings, but never rose to any great 
eminence afterwards. A sepa.rat0 treaty was made with them a~ with 
the chief of Pha.ltan. J ath lies to the south-cast of the Sutt'ira district, 
Jl(lt far fl'orn Bij}1pnr, and is ncithet· fertile nor populous. Its area is 
alJollt 700 r::1pmre mile-; a~d ib gru~s yearly revenue about Rti. 1,70,0U~. 
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The itunes of i\llms\ ad \\'ere from an early period tlc~hmukhs of part 
of the .:\lun dcsh, :~rnl were power[ul c-liicfs. 'J'hcy :;:(lc<l with tltc 
lliJ·:irrnr government a!!·ainst ~hiv.iJ"i; aml one of thclll, N:1<ro3"i Muut• . ._. ::-, ' ., 
made ~1im~elf not_nriuus Ly the munler of the g-u.11:rnt tia~1t,ij i ~ horpadc, 
an action ,or "·luch lie ,,as rewarded IJy a plu,:c m the m1perml sen·icc; 
'l'hc family ncYer a:fa·:ned to any distiI1diou nnder the l'l'~hwns. 'l'hc 
UMtg-er-; of- hlmt:iv were dcshmukhs of Malavdi in the l\[:i.n desh and 
held a ·nwnsau un<ler the Baltamani king-s. They a1~:o recliivcd a :an::d 
as s:ndeslmmkhs from I lmihim A'<lil :-:;!1{ih in A.D. 16~6. Another i1ouw 
of th;: sam•~ 11ame, wiih the title of Shirzi H,io, et!lle from K:i,!..{al ncm· 
Ko)h;'ipur. One cf this family i:; infamous as tlic e\·il-adviser of 
Daulut Ibo Simlia, and the instigator auu cxcentor of the l:':t<;k of 
l'o(Jll:tin 17!17. 'l'he Uhorp:ulcs of ICipsi near the Viirna :rn<l of 2\lllllhol 
near the Gkitpr:ihl1:1 furuil:'h ~c,·eral well-known names. The original 
:;urnn.me of the fomil y was JJhonde, and the fr:.ulition is tl1:it tlie 
present name war-; \\·,,n ·hy an arn·estor wh~ ~cn/cd a steep 1, 011kn.n fort by 
the help of a :-;tring t:cd to the bil oi: an iguana or !Jhor,.at!. 'l'he lllost 
cclcbratc<l of thib family ~vas S:mfaiji, who was S_e:n\pai,i from A.ll. l(i01 
to I6G8, arnl durin•r th:tt time was the terror of M uglia_l <lctaclnneuts. 
He fell a vietim to the jcalom~•-' of his co:!e.:gucs, and Im; sons left the 
l\faratha scn·ice an<l cslal,lislJ(';.l thcrn:;e!Yl'S at Soll(lur and UuLi in the 
Kam:Hn.k. Mur,ir H,i.o (tl1e _;\lornr_v J~ow of _Orme) ,ras a nwnil1er (Jf 

this family, and was a eC'w-picuous ,-harneter rn the \l·ar lx·hre?n the 
Eugli;;h aTl!l Freneh 011 tlic Cornman<lcl eoa~t. J fe was rcconeilcll t 0 

the .Marathiis un<lcr }Iv<lhav JUo, but nc,·e~· k~pt up_ a (;h,e c01111ec:ticm 
with the:-n. His fate \\"as a rnit one. Uut1, !11s (\tpttal, was taken liv 
Haidar Ali, arnl he ,·.-as thrown i11to prison, whe_re he~ 1l!e~---. Of thi's 
f~~il{'_ too was lhiji G-horp:t(1e, the d!ief who f'_c1zc<l ~l~v:1t:'. father 
:-;hahJ1, aud \\"liO ,,·as aftcrwartls surpnsctl anrl lollccl lij ,_Ill\ •1jl. 

Next ,~-e cornc to tlie farnili1!3 wit" owe their rise to ~hi\·;iji and his 
home. 'l'he st,,ry of the r:i_j:is of Akalkot is rom:m~ic. When Sh:1hn ,rns 
m:1l"ehing- southwanlH on :-;:tt,:ir;t after his relcaFe m thy ymr A-'!· 1707, 
his troo1,s kul a i:ckinnidi with .some Yillagcrs, antl m the nmldle of 
the fight a woman c::i.mc awl laid her d1il1l :it f-ihahu's feet. He lriok it 
up an,l a<lotib'.~l it, gi,ing it ill place of its own f'Urnn.rne Lokhande, 
th?. natne or ]< ateh Sing· J lhonsb. 'l'hough not a m:rn of a!1y great, 
alJ1h~y, the arlopted son ;Jf i::b:Jhn took part in the wars of the time, and 
n~C.Ci \'e<l th_e j:ihg-ir d Ak:tl kot in t.lic ~hol:i pm '.:o_l lcdt~J'a.te. The 
.:\kalkot_ <.:l11cf W,!i-; one of those with whom the Bnt1sh Government 
cuterctl lllto a lrt>atv . and he was pnt under the r:1j:1. of S{it;ira and :::; 
110w un<lcr the suiil~n-:si,,n of tl1e l'ollcetor of ~hoh\pur. 'l'he are:t 
of t!1e sta/:c ii:; ahout !JOU miles allll the g-ro;;s yearly rc\'euuc ab,mt 
Us. 3,25,IJOO. 

, , Of the. n~ini_sicrs of the S;it:iira raj:ss two only rct:i:in any poi-,ition. 
:'. h~ T~atnmlln, -wh<•sc oflii.:e was not 011c of the eight created Lv 
Sh_ivaJ1, ½utwasmadc hy Raja.Ram in Av. IG80for Prnlluid ~iniji, his 
tuef a?vu-:er, who accompanietl him to Jinji. The ofricc \\":LS supposed 
/' e1ttitlc the holder to take JH"ecetleuc:e of the 1hht Pradl1Jns. The 
Ir'-\ of the pre~cnt fomilv who attained tl istinefi,J11 ,; a:- P:u adu-,1111 . . . 
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Trimba.k. He bronght hi1melf into notice as :1 suhonlin'.tie of R~imchan­
dra Pant, the oflicer in charge of the S:it:Jrn tcnitory during Rim Raja's 
absence at Jinji, and was ma<le Pratinidhi in A.D. 170J by 'l'anibia; 
Laving opposed SM.hu on his return, he w,ts depriveu of his office in 
] 708, lmt restored in A.D. 1720. His son Slu·ipat Rao, who was 
Pratinidhi from A.D. 1720 to 1747, was the able opponent of the Peshwas, 
an<l his brnther and successor Jagjivan attempted to prevent the trans­
fer of power to them in A.D. 17.J\:l; he was, however, no match for his 
crafty rival, and was imprisoned, an<l lost a considerable p·ortion of his 
j[ihgir near SHara. The family continued _to hold a large part of the 
eastern districts of S1itara, whil'h they had orig·inally recovered from 
~!10 l\Iug-hals, till the rebellion of the young chief, already mentioned, 
rn A.D. 180LL He was restored to the portion of his estates that remained 
in A.D. l81K, when a hcaty was marle with him, and he was place.I under 
the 1·iija, oE Siibira. The Pratinidhi is now like the other j,ihgintirs 
undct· the charge of the Collector of Siibira. His possessions consist 
of the Atpadi Mah.i.l in the 1\Liri <lcsh, and a number or detached 
villa.ges. His gross yearly income is about Rs. 2,00,000. The 
Pant. Sae!1iv was one of the Asht Pradldins and the office became 
hereditary like most of the others instit.:itcd by Shivr1ji. 'l'lw founcleL' 
of the present line was Sankr:iji N,intyan Gaudekar, who was 
appointed to the post in A.n. 1698 by Rihn R,ij:1. He distinguished 
lumself by recovcrmg the country rou11cl the source of the Nfra from the 
l\foghals, and it has been eveL· since heltl as the jnhg-ir of his family. 
He also had i.n his possession Siuhga.'l and Pnrandh::i.r. He was 
a.mong· the ·c11illfs who opposed Slu\.hu, bnt when he committed suicide 
in A,D. 1712, his son N,irn \VfLS confirmed in the pos.t. Puramlhar was 
gi\'Cn by the Pant Sachiv to B:iHji VishvarnW1 Pcshwa i.n A.D. 1714 in 
return for his services in reka,sing the young chief from Damaji 
'l1hor:1t; and Sinhga,d was ex:cha,ng-~d for Tung and Tikona in AD. 1750. 
A tt"caty was entered into with this chieE in A.D. 1818, similar to that 
made with the other jahgird,\.rs ; and he too is_ now undei: the Colleeto~ of 
Satara. His estate of Bhor is an exten~1rn but lnlly tract lymg 
along the Gh,its to the west of Poonn.; its area· is abont 1500 square 
miles and its rrross ,,early revenue is about Rs. 3,75,000, a good <led 
oE w-'hich is d~·ivclf from the chief's a,ssicrnment on the revenue 
of certain districts called the Sahotro, Am~!. 'l'hc Dabhade family 
rose into importa,nce under Sh~hu, ·and in ~716 lO~andcrao Da?hade 
was maJc Sc1;apati. 'l'hP- _chi~£ scene. of his ~x:12lo1ts '~?s GuJarat, 
where he gamed a firm footing. Ilis son rr1mbakrao was one 
of the opponents to t]ie r_ise of t_he_ Peshw~s, hut he, ~as ~efeated and 
killed at the battle of Dabho1 m A.D. 1131 by BaJ1 Rao. Though 
his child Yashvantrao was made Senapa.ti in his place, the family never 
rccovercJ their former· position, but were supplanted by their subor~i­
nal;es, the Gaikwars, the present rulers of Bar?da. The representative. 
0£ the D}ibhades now ho!ds only the two villages of Talegaon and 
I nduri, some twenty miles north-west 0£ Poona. 

Of th~ families who rose to greatness under the Peshwas, the most 
important was that of the Patvardhans, but their history does not 
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come within the ~cope of this ~umnmr_y. \Vhen B:il:iji Vishvaniith 
was serving as a kirkuu under Dh:111:1.ji Jtidhav the Sen:,pa.ti, one or 
his fcllow-k.tirki'.'ms was Nb:1ji Pnrnmlhare, kullmrni of S:.isvad, a 
village eighteen miles ~outh-east of Poona. \Vhen 13,ihiji was ma<le 
Peshwa in l 7U, ~l\lJ,iji Pummlhare became his mutalik or ileputr 
and the family were ern1· after faithful servants of the Peshwns, ::tl~tl 

-acquired great iuHueuce. They still hold a high position amono• 
Brahmans. The R,isti,ts rose to great power under the earlier Peslnd.s"': 
but B,1ji )·tao took a strong dislike to the family, which was repl'escnte,l 
in his reign by :Madhav Rio and Kh::i.nde Hao. In A.D. 1-,01 he treacher­
ously imprisoned the £orme1·; and in A. D. 1815 deprived him of his j,\ho•i,;. 
still the family sb1·veJ him throughout his last war with the ]~no•TI,,1/ 
a.ucl thereby fo1feitecl consiJcralJle possessions. 'fhc Vinclrnrkar ra7nily' 
who were cqu:1lly faithful to I.Mji H:.io, ha\·e been ment.ionetl in anothc;. 
section (P::u·t II. p:i.ge 6:13), as the larger portion of thei1· estates lies 
in the Gangth:i1·i, 
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LITTLE is known of the territories- included in Ahmadnagar Nasik 
and Khandesh previous to the Musalm6.n invasions at the close of the 
thirteenth century. 'Ihe ancie.nt remains, the rock temples of Ajanta, 
_Ellora, of Patna in the Satmiila hills: of Nasik and J unnar with their 
e1a~orate carvings and paintings, 3:ml. the. fine old wells and temples 
which are found throughout these chstncts and known by the name of 
He;-nadpanti, Ehow tha.t at different periods before the arrival of the 
Mmalmans the inhabitants had risen to a consitlerable height· of civil­
ization and prosperity. The author of the Periplus (A.D, 247) mentions 
that Dachanaba<les that is the Dakhan, from its two cities, 'J.'aa-ara 
whoo;e site is doubtful and l-')ithana. the modern· Pai than on° the 
Godivari, carried on trade with Barygaza or Broach. In Khandei:h 
traditions of the ~hepherd kings or Gauli raj as, to whom are attributed 
so:ne. old remains, such as a tank hew.n out of. the solid rock in the 
Songir fort and t~e. walls of the. ruran J\fal fort, probably chiefly 
belong·to·the Dcvgm Yadavs. The old dam to tha -lake of Turan Mal 
is ai;tributed to the gocl Gora1math. Hiuen 'l'hsang, the Chinese 
Bnu.clhist pilgrim who visitecl Maha.nhhtra early in the seventh 
·century of the Christian era, talks 0£ its gr.eat capital near a great 
river, probably Nasik on the Godavari, and its warlike inhabitants 
governed by a Kshatriya king. 

'l'he capital of the Dakhar: was afterwards movecl to Devgacl or 
Daulatubad; an<l there, at the time of t.he fir,:t lVInsalman invasion 
in A.D. 12()4., reigned a king of tho Y{idav family. His power proba.~ly 
extended over tlie open country of Daulatab,ld Ahmadnagar and Nas1k. 
The hilly country of Baghin ancl of Goln_a_ abou~ fourteen _miles no1:1'1-\ 
of Mnlegaon was helLl by independent dJas, wlule the Satpu~a lulls 
near Nfinar belonged to a race of Ahfrs or shepherds, the last of 
whom, .A'.sa·the ShepherllKing, is said to have built the fort of Asirga.d 
shcrtly b~fore A.D. l;J70. 

In A.D. 129,t Ala-ucl-din Khi1ji, during the reign of bis un~le 
J ehH-ud-cHn, emperor of .pelhi, imac1ed the. _l)akhan through Bera.r with 
7UOO horse, surprised Rnmclev Yadav the kmg of Devgad, ancl extorted 
from him a lara-e tribute before the rajas of Khandesh and Gulbarga., 
whom he had ~nmmonec1 coulcl come to his aid. Ala-ud-din then 
retired to Hindustan th{·ot;gh Khandesh. 

In A.D. J:106 Malik Kafur, ~'...la-ucl.:cHn's general, invaded the Dakhan 
through Sultrinpur, a province of Kh:indesh, .and overran Mahar:i~htra. 
Ramdev rem_ained tributary to the Musalm{ms till his cleat?.. His fOU 

revolted but was defeated, and Devgacl his capit,al was taken m A.D. 1:312. 
Mah;irrishtra then hecam~ p;trt, of the De'hi ·empire: a governor W8s 
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place(l at DevgaJ, and BepH aml KhanJ.esh were fornH!Ll into a ::;eparntt: 
province. In A..D. 131 t3 a sccoml imm rrcctiou hc:vlc(\ by .Hi rpal Dev, 
a cousin of the last chief, was successful for a:time, but was put Llowu 
in A.D. 1318. 

In A.D. 13-14 tl1e :Musalman nobles of the Dakh:m revoltc,l against 
:Muhammad 'l'ug-hlak, aml by A.D. 134·7 they establi::;hc,l their 
inclepenJ.ence. 'l'hey chose for their king the general who hail taken 
the leading })art in the war; and his dyna~ty is known a,,, the Bahamani 
dynasty. It lastetl for about 150 years. The capital at first was at 
Gulbarga and then at HiLlar. The tenitory inclwled the Llistricts 0 [ 

Kasik and Ahmadnagar _; Lut the rajii.s of -lHgirin allll Gaha. 
maintained their imlepeuclencc; a111l Eh:imlesh rcma:nctl for som.3 ti1Ue 
longer undCi' the Delhi sovereigns. Farishtah spcakt; ol' a raja uf 
A ntur, atul more than a hurnlrc,l n·ars later the forts uf .Autur at1Ll 

Yaii·aga,l were in the hands of tl;c .i\lanithus, from whid1 it wou!J 
appear that the Hahamani king:s hall not a firm hold of the country 
about the S6tmala hills. A governor was stationed at Daulatabad 
and ruled a province comprising· Cheul in the Konkau, J unnar, Daulat~ 
a bad, and ~lhiropatan or M ahar.ishtra. 

For many years the western clistricts enj,iyetl pl'a.ec. A rising· took 
JJ]ace at Daulatalni<l in A.D. 1:366 hcallctl by one .Uahni.m Ehfo,- ::iitled 
l.,y a Y adav chief and hy the raj a of Bfig·lun ; the rebels marched 
to Paithan, and the kinn.Js • twop,; e1H:a,rnpetl at Shevgu.on. In the 
engagement that fullol•reil the rebels were routed, um·nly through the 
impetuous attack of king· Muhamrnatl Sh,ih. 

About A.D. 1370 the d'stricts of Thiilner and Kurnrnla in Khand~sh 
were g-iven by Firuz Tug-hlak of Deihi to 1\lalik Raja _an Arab 
ac~venturer. He attacked the r:ija of Jlag·lan and forced h~m to pay 
tribute; aml also inrn<led Sul tiinpur which belonged to GuJarat, but 
was driven ha.ck into Tluilncr. He dic;.l in 'l'haluer in .-\.D. 1:.:199,. audhe 
and several of his snc:cessor8 were bu rictl thcrn. 'J~hiil~icr_ .':a.~ g~ven to 
his younger son, and the rest of hi,; po.,;se:::sion,; tn Mal; k .'.\ ,1 z1_r lns elder 
~on, who is consi,lcred tlic tin;t king- of Kluirnll-d1 aml 1 he founder 0£ 
the l<'.a.rnki dyna:;ty. !llaEk X;'izir manictl the dauµ;hter of }luzalL.1.1· 
Shah of Gujarat, and thouo·h there was not unfrcquently war Letweeu 
them,_ the Khan<lesh prin~cs wrnalJy ucknowkdgc:d the supremacy of 
the kmgs of Gujarat. 

Soon after his accession Malik N azfr seized hy treachery the fort oi 
A-sirga,l from .N..sa the Ahfr • and at the advice it is i:;aid of 1:,h~ikh 
Zeimulin, a sao-c of Daulatabad he built the towns of Durhfinpur and 
ZeimiLad on tl~ Tapti. Burha~pm became tl~e capital of Khand~sh 
and one of the most important towns south of the N arbada. standmg 
on one of the highwavs between Hindustan and the Dakhan. In 
A.D. 1417, with the help of the king of Malwa, Malik Nazfr recovered 
the fort of Thalner from his brother : took Sultanpur and overran 
Na~clmbar in A.n. 1420, but his troops were soon driv~n out by the 
GuJa.rat army. In A.D. 14:35 he invaded Berar, winch was then 
subject to the Bahamani kinQ"S, but he was attacked by AJa-ud-din 
Dabamani, who took Burhiinp~1· anrl ravao-cd Khandesh. Malik Nazir 
took refuge in the fort of La.ling, hut w~s ,lefoatnl and hes'egl'cl 1,y 
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the Dakhan troops in A.D. 1437. ·ne died during the siege, which 
,vas raised on the ·approach of aid from Gujantt. 'fhe Khandesh 
dominions appear to ha.Ye inclmlcJ. the country between the Satpudas 
and the- Tapti as far west ::i,s_ 'l'h:ilncr, ,vhich was a frontier fort, and 
as far east as Burhfopur and A'.sirgad ; and to the south of the '.l'apti, 
the country from Zeimihad up to the Satmala hills, as far west as 
Laling, which was also a front:~r f(!rt. 

Malik N o·zfr was· suc;ceede(l by his son Miran .A'dil Khan. He was 
assassinated in A.U. 144-1, ancl his son :M:ubarik Khan reigned till 
A.D. 1-1-57. A'.dil Khttn then became king, anrl his reign, which lasted 
till A.D. 1503, was oae of the most flourishing· periods of Khandesh 
hi~tc,ry. He neglcctcll to pay tribute to Gujarat, but was forced "to do 
so about the year 1-.1,9(). 

'fowanls the end of the fifteenth cenfury the.Bahamani (lominions had 
become crreatly extended, ancl they were redistributed into eight provinces 
of one ~£ whie:h Daulatabad was t11e head, and of another J unnar'. 
. A bout A.D. 1,ts5 these provinces were placed under l\Ialik Ahmad Beheri 
who made ~m;nar hi~ hcaLl-q~arters, and_?1:1ployerl _himself in reducing 
the petty Maratha cluefs. His fathc1·, :N1zam-ul-)iulk was murdered 
at Billar in A.D. 1-189, and Malik Ahmad threw off 'his alleo-ia.ncc to 
the Bahamn.ni kings. He dcfeatell th_e first force i,ent againl't him; and 
when a second a1•my was sent he l'etll'ed to J umm1· and then marched 
to J cur, a village near the somce of the Sina ri vc~-. The Bahamani 
troop:; marched by 'l'i1:-gaon to Bhing:ir, and remainecl inactfre there 
for nearly a month, till l\Ialik Ahma,l smldenly marched across from 
Jeur, surprised and routeu them. This victory secured the independence 
of th,• kingLlom of Ahmaunagar ancl the power of the Nizam Shah 
dynasty as the line of Ahmad is called; and about the same time 
Yus11~ .A'.dil Shah made himself indepc1111ent _at Bijapur: 'Jhe history 
of the Dakhan fo1· the next century and a half is the story of a 
1:mccession of wars between th,, l\luhammadan ki1~gs of Khandcsh, 
Berar, Ahmadnagar, I3i1lar, G.,\konda, and Bijapm _; antl till the 
completion of the Mughal conquest of Ahmadnagar in A.D. 1637, 
hardly a yearJ)assed in peace, and the state of the country, especially 
round Sholnpur, must have Leen miserable Khandesh was more 
fortunate than the Dakhan, and till the· Maratha.s beg-an their 
J,~predatious it enjoyed comparative rest. Under its own kings and 
unut•r the M ughals it was one of the richest countries in I 111Iia. Under 
the Mu(J'hals Burh:inpur was the heaLl-quarters of a royal viceroy, and 
the aqu~lucts and the remains o! the pa1ares and mosques :i,t~est _its 
former importance. The populat:on of the country was large, ur1gat:on 
was common ann districts such as Navapur Sultaupur and the Pal 
'l'appa, now' almost deserted on .ac~o~nt of !heir unhealthy climate, 
were formerly thickly peopled and_ highly culhvated. 

,vhen Malik Ahmau· had cnsuretl his own safety, he endeavoured 
to secm-e the fort of Dauiata~ad. His fir.st efforts were unsuccessful, 
and he then determined to build his -capital in a central situation near 
the scene of bis victory at Bhingar. In two years (A.D. H93-H95) a 
city sprang up, which, says Farishtah, equalled in splendour Bagdad 
and Cairo and was called lJ~ its founder's name. 'l'herc are pow at 
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Ahmadnao-ar no buildings which can compare with those of its rival, 
Bijapur; ~ few tombs and the aq-qeclucts and fort are almost the only 
memorials of the l\Iusalmnn rulers; but while Bij,ipur is deserted by 
trade Ahmadnagar is still one of the most tlufring towns _in the 
Dakhan. Ahmad built a palace and made a gard1;u where the present 
fort stands, and brought water in three aqueducts from Kapurv_./4di, a 
distance of about firn miles.· On the capture of Daulahibad he built a 
mud fol't which about the year A.D. 15ti0 was replaced by the present 
stone buildinO'. Ahmad is said to have built-the palace of which the 
ruins remain ~t tlie 8histi Rig. He and his successors were buried in 
the Hoza Brig, close to the city, where their tombs stiil stand. 

In .A.D. 1499 l\fahm(1d Beg-ada, sovereign of Gujar1it, overran 
Khfodesh; and Ahmad ~iz,im :Sluih marched to Burhtmpur to help 
A'.dil Kluin R.ruki of E:M.u<lcsh : their united forces drorn i\J nhmud 
back, but next year he return eel and exacted tribute from A'tlil ·K]i;in. 
When Ahmad returned.from Kldndesh, he again attacked Daula.tab:id 
and at last took it. About this time the kings of the Dakl~a~ 
mutually acknowledged each other aucl settled the houn,laries of their 
respective kingdoms. Th:1.t of Ahmadria,gar comprised the preseiit 
districts of lJ:i.ulat,\ba<l, Alun:dnagar, the -~pen country of Poona, and 
Nasik, and part of the Konk::m. Ahmad N,zrim Sh,t!1 is mid to have 
rc<lucc,l tlie fort of AntuJ' and other places in the Scitm:ihis, :ind to 
have made the r:ij:is of Brig-hin arnl (hilna pay him tribute. On the 
death of A'dil Khfo of Kl11inde:,h i1'. ,1..n. 150:3, h1s brotim· Daud Khan 
came to the throne, and reig:i1etl till ,1. D. PI 0 .. His death was the 
signal foi· confusion' till A'cH Kh:in II. was put on the thrnue by his 
graudcather Mahmi'~d of Gujar::it . 

.Ahmad Kiz:im ~hih <lid in A.D. 15UR, al1ll was sueee:•de.:l by h:s 
son Burhan, during whose long reign (1::,0S - I S5:3) A h111a1l11nO'ai· was 
constantly at war wit!~ _H~j:1pm. •pic_ ca,nse, ~f 11u:tne. was tl1e right 
to Sholapur and the adJomrng- firn cl1stnds. J he~o hat! been promised 
to Burhan by I sm,fol A'._lil :::iluih as the dowry of his si~ter, who was 
married to Burkin in A.D. 15~3. 'J'hc districts were not g-iven at tlrn 
time; Burkin oYerran them in A.D. J 5,J.:J, and g.~Ye them back and 
finctlly in 154!) with the aid uf the .kings of Bi lar and Bij,inag-~r he 
took ShoMpnr. In A.D. L'5~6 Hurh:111 took from the kino• of '·Berar 
the district of Pa.thri the· home of his ancestors, OYCtTan Bernr, and 
routed the· Khrindesh forces; but in A.D. 15.'.?.S Bah,idur f'.::huh 0£ 
Gujanit came to a.id them, dro,·e Lark tho Ahmaclnag,tt' troops, and 
occupied A lunar1nagar, while Burluin ret.ireLl to J unuir. Baha<lur 
Shah built the blaek terrace (where the present l.:aclieri stanclsJ, and 
remnined in the city forty <lays, \Yhen he was compelled to retire for 
want of provisions, and ,vas followcJ by Burluin to IJanlabba<l, where 
peace was :made. In that vear and in LD. 15:.)0, when Burhiiu met 
him at Burhanpur, 13ahadm; Shclh's suprem::wy, was acknowledged. 

A'<lil Khan II. of Kh::irn1esh died in A . ...), 1520. He was succeeded 
by Miran _\f uhammacl; who ~uo!< part as an ally of l3ah&1tir Shah 
in the war JL ~t mentioned. When Bahadur t-:hah died in A.D. 1335 
his heir Mahnu'id was a prisoner at Asirgacl in the hands of Mira~ 
Muhammad, who took advantage of this and had himself proclaimed 
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king of Gnj:.mH. He died in six weeks, and his brother Mubarak, 
who succeede.d him en the throne of Khandesh, released Mahmi'.1d but 
obtained from him the provinces of Sult.inpur and Nandurbir as his 
ransom. These ·provinces remained from that time part of the- Kluin­
desh kingdom, ancl an attempt made in A.D. 156G by Chengiz Khan, a 
Gujarat general, to retake them, was defeated, after he had penetrated 
as far as 'l'h:ilner. J\luh'i.rak reigned till 15G6. He was the first of 
the Khanr.lesh kings \Yho came iu contact with the Mughals. In A.D. 
J 5Lil D,iz B:th,iclur was expelled from l\Iilwa by Akbar; the Mughal 
forces followed him into Kh:in<lesh and sacked Burh:inpur, but were 
overtaken and _routed by l\Iub:iml~. 

In A.D. 1553 Hussain Nizam Sh:th succeeded h~s father Burh:in and 
so~n be;ame i'.1.volved in wm: with ~Ii .Ndil S\1ah, who wa~ ait.led by 
HamraJ of V1Jayanagar, while the king of Golkonda somet1mes sided 
with ope party sometimes ,vith the other. The allies advanced and 
besieg~u Ahmai1?ngar, but were forced to retire £o_r • want of supplies. 
Hussam then bmlt the present stone fort, and earned the war into tho 
districts near Sholapur; but haviug suffered a severe defeat near 
Kalyan, in wliich Le is said to have lost 600 cannon, amono- them 
the great gun now at Bijcipur, he had ·to retreat to .T unnar while the 
allies once more be_sieged Ahmadnag-ar (A.D. J.j62). The 'r:iins came 
on, and a flood of the Sina is said to have carried away 25 000 men of 
Ramraj's army. 'rhe allies retreated, and the .l\.tusal:Uan kinl'rs 
alarmed' at the inso!ence of Ramraj, co·muinecl against him. Huss~i~ 
gave his 1oister ·Chand Bibi to A'.li A'dil Shah in A.D. 1563, with 
8lio~apt~r as her do~v~·y, and the united forces inv3:ded the Vijayanagar 
terntor1es. A dec1s1ve qattlo was fought at Tahkot on the Krishna 
in which R:imraj was killed and hi~ army routed. Soon after this 
Hussain died aml was succeeded by h;s son Mortiza, a madman. 
He 9verran Berar, defeated. the Khandesh troops who opposed him, and 
by A.D. 1572 aune:x:c1 it tb the· kingdom of Ahmadnagar. As be grew 
older he seclucled himself entirely, anJ. entrusted the management of the 
kingdom to Salibat Khan, a minister who has left a high reputation 
for a,bility and integl'ity. He is saicl to have begun the tank at 
Bhatodi near Ahmaclnagar, which has la.tcly (1877) been reston•d; atJd 
his tomb on the hills to the cast of the city is a prominent feature in 
the landseape. He was dismisse,l and imJ.?risoned about the year 
A..D. l 5S5, b~cause th3 king comiclet·ed that he was responsible for a war 
with Bij:\pur; he was re~easecl in A:D· l.~88 afte1~ Mortiza_'s death,. and 
died in A.D. 158). Mort1za was killed m A.D. 1.:>87 by his son Mmin, 
who 1eio-ned only a 1:.hort time being assassinated by his minister 
Mirz t .K.111111, and lsmqe\ was put on the throne in 158S. Akbar, the 
emperor of Delhi, seized the opportunity for interference in the affairs of 
the Uakhan and favoured the claims or Burhan the brother of Mortiza. 
Ibrahim Adil Shah also took Burba.n's side. He was at first unsuccess­
ful, but in A.D. 1590 he defeated Ismael's troops and became king. 

In Khandesh Mubarak, who dieµ in A.D. 1566., was succeeded by hie 
son Miran Muhammad. It was this prince who interfered unsuccess­
fully on behalf of Berar in 1571. He died in 1576 and was succeeded 
by his brother Raja Kli. 
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In A.D. 1094, Bnrh,n Nizam Shah <lid au<l wa~ ~uccee<le<l by 
Ibrahim, who was killed the same year in k1.ttle •with Bij4.pur. The 
nobles of .Ahmadnagar wei:e divided into £om factions, au<l ·the thief 
who held the city, anJ had in his power the infant king Uahadm· 
Shah, called in the . l\fuglrnls. 'l'he:r army Llrew near the city under 
the command of Murad, son of Akbar, but the approach of dan(J'er 
made the nobles unite to defend their capital. Chnml Bibi, the wilnv 
of A'.li A'.dil Shah an<l aunt of the yom1g king, threw herself into tho 
fort; pcr&nadcd the king of ]3ijapur tn march to her ai<l; and by her 
gallant defence forced tho ~I nghals to raise the siPgc and r<'tire (A.I>. 
l.j9:i). A tempnrnry peace followccl an<l Bcrar was sun·cnderrd lo 
the l\{ ughals. 

Next year (Lu. ] 5D6) fresh <listnrbanccs broke 011t at Ahmathlagar. 
and Murad ag·uin man:hed into the Dakhan with H:ija A'li of h'. h:imlt sh 
as his dependant and ally. 'l'he kings of G,,lkomla and Bij,i.pur joinetl 
the Ahrna<lnagar forces, and 11, great battle-was fought ~1 .January l 5~7 
at Son pat on the Godavari with no decisive results. Rrip A'.li was killed 
in .the ficrht and was succeeded by his son Bahadur Khan. 

b ' . 

Akbar now marcl;cd in p~rson to carry on the war, and arrived at 
Burluinpnr in the year A .D. 15M. Disagrccrnc1~ts arci;:e between him and 
the kino· of E:Iia.ndesh and Akbar overran 1-i..Mndesh and blockaded 
Asirgad, where the ki~g took refuge. l\Icanwhile Akha1:'s son, prince 
Dani,\.l, had advanced on Ahmadnagar ;" the place was m utt~r con­
fusion: ; the rnl<liers murdered .Chand Bibi,. and a _fow days later tJ10 
Mucrha.ls stormed the fort and took the kmg JH'iSOllCl' (July· IGOU). 
Sho~·tly a£terwarus Asirga<l. surrendered; the king- was s~nt a prisoner 
to Hindustan and Khancler:h became part of the empn-e of Delhi. 
Prince Dani~l' was made governor of Khandesh and Berar; his capital 
was at Burhanpur; and for a time Rh:ind~h was called after him 
D,\.m1is, ;:i.ml copper coins were struck at Jforhanpur called Danpaisa. 

The Nizi\.m Shah·<lynasty di<l ~o_t become cxtinc~ on the _fall of tho 
capital. :Malik Arnbar, an Abyssnnan? set up ~lort1~a as kmg, retfre<l 
across the G;idavari, and founded a city at hhark1 near Daulatii.h,\d, 
to. which Aurangzib afte1:wards gave the name of Atuangnb:id. Ho 
<l._feated the Khan-i-Kh6.nan the l\Iughal leader, ~ml re-took Ahmad­
nagar and Berar. In A.D. 1612 be drove back another army and forcetl 
it to retire into Bag Ian, and it was not till A.D. 1617 that he ":as defeated 
by Shah J ahan and forced to surrender Ahm:-tdnagar, which thence­
forward remained in the hands of the l\Iughals. He die<l in A.D. 1626. 
Malik Am bar was not more famous for his skill as a general than for 
his revenue administration; and the settlement made by him was 
preserved in f::ihahji's jahair round ·Poona, though in many districts it 
was supplanted by Toda~- Mal's settlement. It was under him that 
the Maratha chiefs became important. The greatest family was that of 
the Jadhaves 0£ Sindkhed, whose chief went over to tho Mughals in A.P. 

1621. 'Ihe .Jadhaves were descendants 0£ the rajas of Devga<l.; and 
the villages of Hatnur, Bansendra, and B'akanga.on not far from Ellora, 
are still held by_ the family. T::ie Bhonsliis of Verola or Ellora, from 
whom came Shivaji, were another .important family. 

In A.D. 1628 war broke out on account of Khan Jahfo Lodi, the 
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::\•ughal g-overnor of the Daldian, who was su::-:pcctc<l by Shah J ah,in 
arnl touk refuge in lHg-hin. ·rrhe Deshmukhs rcfu:-:cd to sunender 
him to the Mugt1al~, an,l droYc lmck the:r forces, but Kluin ,Tah,in 
,ms at last ob.tµ·ed to th·, aml was afterwanl,- ornrtaken aucl killed. 
In A.11. lo:H .:\fortiza, ::'\iz-1111 :-: h,ih ,rns killeJ by the son of illalik 
Amlmr, and JJ:rnblah.ill was taken by the :\[nghals in A.D. lti03. 
1::-h;ihji Hhou:;la, the father of :::-.hini,ii, set up another king:, and 
o,·crran thc cotmtr.v south of the Clu\mlod range :iml as far east 
::..s Aluuaduagar; in A.D. 16;3'1, -he droyc back till) i\Iuglmls from 
l'uren<la a1~d forl:cd them to retire to l1nrluinpnr, but fre:ch forces 
wcl'O sent, and in ,,.11. l GJi he came to terms aml surrenJci.:c<l the 
Kiz,,m ~h,d1 prince, au<l thn, the kingdom or Aluuadnagar was 
ext inguii-hcd. 

In A.ll. IG:33 Kh6mlcsh w:.s made- into a .mbha, and inc:lmlcll part 
of Jlcrar and the }Jl'e::-e11t <listriet ot Khiirnlcsh as far south aml west as 
G,tlna. 'l'he districts of ::iultanpur ancl NanJurb,il' hall fonncrlv been 
joined to the ·su/Jiul of }L'tlwa. 'l'hc country south of Eh,illllcsh· as for 
as the Bhima \Yas made into a separate snlJl11t, of which lJaulatab,id \\"as 
the head. Both governments were in lu:Jli united under Anrang·zih. 
H~ re<lucccl the hilly country of 13,ig-l.'in, •Yhich was however soon 1'.cJin­
qmi::hcJ. In the years of lluiet which now succeeded Sluih Jaluin 
introduce1 into his IJakhan possessions a nc\\· revenue system known 
us that of 'l'o<lat· ~lal. 'l'his as:ccssmeut called tunkha ,,·as. the standard 
assessment till the .British rernnnc ·survey system was introduced. In 
l(i l ti Sir 'l'homa.;; Hoe pa,-sc<l through l(h,indc~h and was re<,eiyeJ at 
Hnrhanpnr by prinee P:1rvis. The city had not then reeovered from the 
ravag1a:-; 1of ~he late _w_ar;;, and cuntii,incd few tine buildings. Forty 
years later it wai,; v1s1tell by the French trawllcr Bernier, and aliout 
A. D. 16G5 hy 'l'avc~·11icr, wl10 tnwclle,l up from Surat. At that time 
then' was a co11,-,1,le]'.a1Jle trn11c i.n brnc:vles an<l mHslins. 'l'a,·ernier 
mcntillilS ::N"arnlnrli:\r as famous for its musk melons and gra.pPs and 
for its eiuefol a11<l liar,lworking husliamlme11. In A.D. 1670 the .E11gli~h 
factory was moved from Ahmall:\l,~i.<l to Namlurb:.ir. 

Before the mid-Ile of the seventeenth century Si1ivaj:; the founclcr 
of the Mar{itLa empire, hall hegun to cstabli;;h himself in the western .. 
hillt-. In A.D. luf>7 he wnturecl to attack the :Mug-hal territ0ry, and 
smprise(l the town of Alnnadnagar. · He was driYen off, but earrictl 
away considerable Looty. Profiting by the coufu~ion which ens1'.c~ ?~ 
the struggle for power between the sons of :::ihah Jahan, 8h1vuJ1 
extended his ravages, and scarcely a year passed without incursions 
into the Ahmadnagar districts. The fort had gaineJ. a reputation for 
strength since its successful defence by Charnl Bihi, arnl the Marathas 
never ventured to attack it In A.O. 161:H bhivaji sacked the town and 
l'Ctired with his pluuJ.cr. After his return from Delhi in A.D. 1666~ he 
began 4ostilities on a more es:temled scale. In 1670. after sackiQ.g 
Surat, he retired throuO'h Khamlei:h by the pass near Sa1he-r. A few 
months later he sent P~ataprao Gujar· into Khandesh, and he for the 
first time exa.cted from the village officers promises to _pay chauth. ~t 
the sam9 time Moro I\rnt Trimal tQok the forts of Aundh and Patta. m 
the Akoia <listrict and the important fortress of Salher in Baglan, which 
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commanJcd one of the great ro:-uls into Gnjarat. Anrn1h and· P~ta. 
were re-taken by the i\luglmls in the .same year, and in A.D. I u72 
l\Johahat Khan besieged Sal her. ~hivriji sent a fore~ to raise the siege, 
which· was attacked hy the l\Iug-ha1 troops; aftt~r a severe action the 
Mughals were completely routet!, the siege was rn,isccl, antl the lost 
forts were recovered. 

In A.D. 1G73 Khrin Jalufo was sent to the Dakhan, but the usual 
incm;~ions continnc;l, and finally Khrin J ahan ca1itonc1l at Pcdgaon 
on the Bhima, arnl built a fort which he called Baltri<lnrg·ad; an<l 
from that time Pedgaon became an important frontier pCJ:::t of the 
.MughAls. ShivAji's attention was for some time directed to other 
quarters, but in A.D. 1670 he cro~scd the Bhima and plundered the 
country up to Galiia; on his return he was attackccl nca.r Sangamne1· 
on his way to Patta. He drnve hack the first bo1ly ,vhich attacked 
him with considerable difficulty, and was proccc1ling- on his way, 
when he fountl the roatl blocked by another hotly of. troops, and 
'Only the superio.r knowletlge of his guides enabled him to avoicl. the 
enemy and reach Patta in safety. :-ihivaji then recluee<l all the forts 
round Patta. He died in the fo:Io,ring year (1680). In A.D. 16::H the 
·em1ieror Aurangzib left Ifil'lt1ust1111 and rcai:hetl Bmh{u'!pur with the 
grand army of the empire. He sent on two arn1ics, one under his 
son .Morizim by Ahmadn:tg-ar to the Konkan, the other under his 
son Azim to 1·cdnce the Ch:indo1l country. S,ilher ·was· given up, 
but the .Muglrnl army was eompletPly rep11l:-c1l by the ln1,i-r',,lclc;,r of 
the fort of R:imsej near N,isik, and retirc<l. Patta and the other 
forts were reduced by the Muglrn.is. .Aurang-zib advanced to Ahinacl.­
nagar in A.D. 1685, and even while he was thern the }lfar:itlrn. troops 
moved up from the Konkan, rarng-ed the whole of KM.ndesb, sacked 
Burhnnpur, and returned plundering by N:isik. '.rill A.D. 1707 
Arirangzib was detained in the l)a ldrnn engaged in a weary and. 
fruit.lcf's contest wit.Ii the i\lanit,h,is. arnl in that year he retreated hard 
pressed to Alnn:td11agn.r, where h~ died on the 21st February 1707. 
He was buried at Hozt1. 

O"·ing to the 1fosensions between the sons of Anrang-zib the Mughal 
power in the Da\h:m ra1 id[ v <lec!ine<l .. In A.n. 1716 D,iud Kh:in, 
governor of the Dakhan r~voite.1 acrainst the S:.1iads, who then rnlcd at 
Delhi i1;1 t~e name of the' empcrnr F;rukshir; he was, however, defeated 
and slam rn a battle in Kh~tn<lesh by H uf:sain A'li l::,aiad. Hussain '.A'.li 
then sent ~roops to open the com:nunieation between Hmhrinpur and 
Sur~t, which was stopped by Khamlerao D1il:hnde, a l\larfttha leader, 
but they "·ere surrounded and nnt to pieces by that chic£. A. larger 
force was then sent, and a bat!:le was fo11g·ht near Ahma<lnagar; the 
result was indeci~ivc, lmt the ~Ld van tagc remained with the .Maru thris. 
A! 13:~t ~[ter ter~ious negotiations, through the ~b'c _management of 
Bala.JI'\ 1shvanath the Pc~hwa the Madth~s obtamed rn A.D. 1720 the 
grant of the 1:hwtlh and sa,;·deshm111du: of the six divisions of the 
Dakh:i,n indwling_ Ahmadnag-ar and Kh11mlesh. bhortly aftc1· this, 
the mthdrawal of imperial power from the Dakhan was complet..!d by the 
revolt of Nizam- ul-Mulk, governor of l\L]wa. He crosrnd the Narbada 
in A,D, 1720: .A.sirgad and Burhanpur were surrendered to him, and 
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th~ whole of Kh:inde!:<h ac:lmowledged h~s authority. He then defeated 
one imperial army at Bnrh:\npm· and another at .B:ilapur in Berar, and 
from that time w::i.s practically independent. Ahmaunagar and the 
Gangthari were subject to him as well as h:h:indesh. 

Niz::'im-ul-l\Iulk cliL'cl in .'I..D. 1 H:3 at Burh:tnpnr, and the Peshwa 
took advantage of the disturbances which followeu his death to attack 
his successor ::::ialttliat -Jang. 'l'he Pcshwa had however miscalculated 
his power, as Sal:'1bat h:ul as his· general the I•'renchman Bussr, 
r11hc Nizti.m.' :1.tl van cell to Ahmadn:.tgar in A. n. 17 51. Bussy repelled 
the attack:; of the .Mariith:is and surpl'iscd tlwir camp at R:,j:\pur on 
the Gh0<l ri,·er. As it advanced the Ni:dm's army plundered 
H.anja.ngaon and destroyed Talegaon Dhamtlhcra. A severe action 
was fought here, anJ the Niz.i.m's tl'Oops wore nearly routed, but 
they advanced to l{oregaou on the Bhima. News then arrived that 
the fort of Tl'imbak near Nasik ha.d Leen ~urpriscd by the I\Iarathas, 
and Sala bat Jang returned to .Ahmadnagar; · in A.D. L.752 he mat·ched 
thence by Junnar to retake the fort, but being hard 1wcssed by the 
Marathas he agreed to an armistice. He was the more ready, as he 
was tht·catcncu by an attack f rnm his clue;;t brother Gii.zi-u<l.-din, 
who advanced witJ1 a. large at"my to A..tr::mg-abn.d, and }Jromise<l the 
J\faratMs to cede them the country between the Tapti and the Godavai'i 
west of Bera.r. "G:izi-ucl-<lin was poisoned while at Aurano-abii,d, but 
his brother Sal:iLat confirmed the cession, ancl thus th; Marathas 
gained the greater pa.rt of Khandesh Nasik and th!! Gangtha.ri. 

In A.ll. 17 59 the :Maril.th:is at length gained the fort of Ahmaclnagar. 
It was Lctrayerl to the Pes!nva f 1>r a snm of money by the Nizam's 
commandant Ka.vi Jang, whoi,c descendants still hold some inam 
villages in Karjat to the sout}_l. of Ahmadua.gar. • War ensued between 
the Pcshwa and the Nizrim; the l\larathas began by faking the fort 
of Pmlgaon on the Bhima,; they then attacked the Nizam at Udgir 
aml forced him to come to terms (A.D. 1,60). He surrendered the 
forts of DaulataL:icl, Sinnar, Asirg-ad, and Bijapur; confirmed the 
surrender of Ahma<lnagar, and gave U}J the gt·cater part of the 
provinces of Bij,i pur Biclar and A urang,\Md. By this treaty the 
whole of the present district of Ahmaclnagn.r and part of that ?f Nasi;c 
were gained Ly the Ma.ni.thas. Next year they suffered the disastrous 
defeat of Pfoipat, and the Nizam, taking advantage_ of their distress, 
advam:c<l., burned the temples of 'l'oka at the mcetmg of the Pravara 
with the God:'i.yari marched on· Poona, and forced the Pci;hwa to 

. 1 

restore some of the districts lately ceuc<l. 
In A·.D. 1762 quarrels arose between the Peshwa 1\fadha.v U:$0 and 

his uncle Ra,rlmnath • and the latter, in ordm.: to gain the help of the 
Ni1Zam, agre~d to rest~rc the remainder of the districts ceded.in A.n.176~. 
A treaty was made to that effect at Pc<lgaon, but as the qu~rrels lD 
the Pesh,va's family were adjusted, the treaty was not earned out. 
Consequently in A.n. 1763 th.J Nizam marched on Poona a.nu burnt 
it. As he retired he was overtaken by the MarMhas; and part of 
)~is army was attacked Ly them at Rakshashl~n van on the Godavari 
and cut- to }lieccs. , Af tm· tliis defeat the N1z1m came to terms and 
confirmed the formc1· cc:;siont:. 
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In A.D. 1767 fresh quarrels broke out l,d.wi."cn ::\Uclhav lUo all(l liis 
uncle. Raghnn(1th fovic,1 hoops in the l:r;111g-tliari an,! Clll'a1111:e,l 
near the fort of IJhodap in the Ch:iml,,d range; lJ11t liis fon•cs "·,!re 
defeated hy M:iclhav H:\o, aml he was taken prisoneL In A.I>. 1,7-l, al:tc1· 
Ragltumith had clcfoated the army cf the J{r,ilu11an rninister:s at 
Pandlrnrpur, he mar<:hccl to Bnrh:\npur and thcnc<! to 1\1,\hYa; and 
then hoping to gain followers in Gujarat, he mo,c,l to 'Jluilucr in 
Khirn,lPsh, garrisoned it, and procee<lell to Surat. 'l'luilncr was soon 
rc<lneccl by the :\[inisters' troops. 

'J'hn Eng]i!'-h now took part in ihe <piarrels among the Mar:tth:is. 
In 1778 the first EnO'!ish force marehe,l acrnss ln(lia, under Colonel 
Go<l.<lar<l, who, after re~iching- Burh,inpnr, pnrsnetl the ro,ite through 
Khr1nuesh to Smat. 'J'he war was fini~he,1 in A.JJ. 1 h,:2 hy the treaty oE 
Sallxii, aml H::i,ghun:ith retired to Koparg-aon on the Go1l:irnri :in .. the 
Ahmailnagar district, wh_cre he soon after dir<l. II is family rem:rined 
there till A.D. 1702, when tbey were rcmove<l. to Anaudvcli near ~:ii-ik. 

In A.D. 17D5, in consequence of the P~i-hwa's exorbitant demands 
war broke out between him and the Nizam. The Nizam marcheJ. a~ 
far as K.harda in the south of the present di1-trict of A hmadnao•ar arnl 
was met there hy the Mar:ithns. 'l'he issue of 1.he engagement whieh 
ensued was for some time clonbtfol, till 1.he Kiznm took frig-ht and 
retired into the fort of Kharda, where he was shut up all(l fore-cu to 
sign a treaty surrendering districts alon_g the fron~icr from. Purinda 
to Danla1,ab,id. This was the last occas10n on winch all the great 
Maratha cJ1icfs acted together. 

W.ith the· death of Madhav Rrio II. in A.D. 1796, a time of confusion 
and trouble, unparalleJ.ed even in Indian. history, began, and quiet 
was not restored until the conquest of t.he country by tile English in 
A.n.1818. In A.D. 1797 Sin~ia, ~vho had ~lrcady obtained large grants 
of land in the Ahmadna.gar cl1str1cts, received the fort of Alunu<lnaQ'ar 
and other lands in the neighbomhoo<l. as the price of his support of 
the cl~ims of Baji R,\o to be ~1eslnva. At the end of tl~e. same year 
he se1ze<l and imprisoned m the fort the great nmnster N :ir.a 
Pha<lnavis. Jn A.n.1798 disputes between Daulatriio Sindia and the 
two elder widows of his adoptive father Mah:i<laji Sindia resulted in the 
war known as the war of the Bais; their troo1Js ravageJ. the parts of 
the Dakhan subject to Siuclia, and the country round Ahmadnagar 
sufferedseverely. Nana Phadnavis wasrelease<l, an<lat last in A.n. ]bOO 
Sindia obtained the help of Yashvant Rao Holkar, who attacked the 
Bais in Khan<lesh and ·drove them into Burhfopiu, whence they 
mana~e<l to escape to Mewar. 

Soon after this war broke out between Holkar au<l Sinclia. From 
A.n. 1802 when Holkar d0vastatecl Sindia's possessions iu Khandesh 
may be reckoned the ruin of this once flourishing province. H ol kar 
marched on plundering tlr·ongh the Gangthari; he routed Narsinh 
Vinchurkar, who opposed him, ano. advanced to Poona; then 
followed the ~attlc of Poona, which left the Peshwa at the merf'y of 
H olkar. As Ins only resource Baji Rao_ signed the treaty of. Bassein 
with the English, and the English forces marched on Poo'na. Colonel 
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Stephenson with the Haidarabld army took np a position at Puremh, 
while Sir A. ,v ellc:-,1ev adv:mccd to snse ·Poona. fr1,m Annut H:fo the 
adopu.id Lrother of B,\Ji lbo (.A pri\ I 8\:'.3). • Amrnt Hfo retired to 
Sangamncr, ravaging: the country, and then turned oft to K,,sik, 
sackecl it, and rcmainPd in that ncig-hbomhoml till the end of the war, 
when he made terms wid1 t1iu English. The common danger mallc 
the l\1ar,1 tha. d1icfs unite ag-ain;;t tlie Eng·fo,h. During· the negotia­
tions pre,·inus to the outbreak ol' the war Sir A. "·ellesle.r 111arclied to 
V alki, eight mi1es south of Ahnrndnagar. • On the Sth of August he 
stormed tlle town, on the luth his g·nns opened on the fort, and on 
the 12th it ,rns surrcmlercLl. "·qllcsley then crossed the Gochvari, 
a.nd on the ~3rd of Odolie1: fought the battle of Assaye. ln October 
·Colonel :-3tephcnson tnok Burh·inpur and the fort of Asirgwl, and 
Sindia. was forced to make peace. By· the treaty of Sirji-Anjan,,,.aon, 
Burhrinpnr Asil'!.?;ad and his h.hindesh possessions were restor~d to 
Sindia, while .Ahma<lnagar and its districts were gi\-Cll to the Pcbhwa. 
The ,Yar against 1-1 olbr still con tinucd, and his districts in the Dakhan 
wm·e taken by the Eiiglish. Clicin<loLl, U :ilna, ::rnd otlwr forts were 
surrendered and in A.D. 1805 he came to terms. His possessions with 
t,hc exception of Chfindod Amb:n· n.nLl l:,hcvo·aon were at once 
restored, and these districts also were gi'ven up within two years. 

To n.dd tC! the rniseri?s of t~e C?tmtry, whieh liad been ravaged by 
several· armies, the rarns f.nlcd m I .S03, and a fearful famine ensued. 
'\Vholc districts were depopulated; the survivor::; took refuge in the 
forts built in the larger vil'lages ; the Bhils and other wild tribes took 
a,l vant:Jge 6£ the confusion, l'ollecteLl in large bands and completed 
the ruin of the land; i.hey pillaged ancl murdered without mercy, and 
none was shown to them in turn. 

Under Ba.ji R:io districts were farmecl to the highest bidder; the 
farmer had not on1y the right, to collect the revenue, but to administer 
civil and cr_iminal jt!stice; as long us he paid the sum req t1ired aml 
hribcLl the favourites "t court, no complaints were b,earJ; justice 
was openly bought and sold ; and the miimlat<lar of a district was 
often a worse enemy to the people than the Hhils. Under the former 
Peshwas l<handcsh had been trcatCLl as a separate province aud 
placed under a i;:arsubbeLlar, whose power sometimes extended over 
il:1glcin. Balaji R:io atllletl a second sarsubhedar named BMoba 
l\famlavagani over the country between the Godavari and the Nira, 
but on ]{is death 110 successor was appoiutcd. B:iji Rao appointed 
one 1f1U11ji La.kshman as sarsubhedar of Khaudesh and Baglan wi_th 
full powers to put cl0wn the Bhil disturbances. At the instigation 
of Manohirgir Gos{wi, who commanded some_ troops under him, 
llalaji invited a large body of J3hils to_ a mectmg at Korargao11 011 
the Godri.vari. He there treacheroasly seized them, and threw them 
down wells. He clearell the country south of .the Chamlod range 
for a time but in Khandesh the Bhils became desperate, and 
piuntlered -diore than ever. in A.D. 180G a seeonJ. massacre of Bhils by 
the Pm,i.1wa's tro()ps tnok place at Ghevri Chandgaon in the She\·gaon 
taluka of Ahmadnagar. In Khandcsh the villages of Chalisgaon ancl 
Dharaugaon and the 'fort of Antur were the scenes of other atrocities. 
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"\Vhon Trimbakji Dongle was in p_owo_r _ho was orclero~l to put clown 
the <l.isturbn.nccs which ha,d ag·am risen to a g1·cat height. He ~om­
missionc<l N arnba 'l'akti, pAtil of Karraml;>ha, to cleai' tho Gangthari 
and 50J0 or 6UU0 horse ancl a large l,0tly of infantry were g·iven_ him. 
'l'he pa.ti! butchere,l tho l3hils whe1•over fouml, :incl all who had any 
connection with them without a11y clistinot~on of caste. During­
fifteen mouths it is i;;n,id that 15,0UU human bcmg::; wore massacrotl. 
_ In 1~1.6- Trimbakji, who had been i:mpris_one(l at Thina h1 tho 

Konkan fo1· tho mul'(le1· or Gm,gLl.rlhar f:ihastr1, escapeu .and wandcretl 
about the· hilly country of KIHimlo~h _IMgl:in Nasii~ ancl ~angamner, 
rousino• the wild tribes. au<l. makmg prcparat10ns for war in 
concert with his master. 'rlrn IJon<lh:iris whG Ind not hitherto ravao·ed 
Kluindcsh or the Da.khan also lwg-an to make inroads. In .A.D. 1817 
God11ji Dcngle, 'l'rimba.!,ji's brother, roi:;e in l\h::imlcsh: his force 
was dispersed by Lieutenant Da.vics with so~c of tii~ ~izam'~ cavalry, 
but they 1·e-assomblc,l and took a fort. rhe D1·,bsh arnues were 
now .colloctino- to crush the Pcnclh:iris: a.ml in October 1817 General 
Smith, who 0 was in command at Sirur, mn.rchcd to guard the 
Chnmlod passes; but early in November, hcari11g_that affairs wcm 
thrn,1tcning at Poona, be comioa~ratod his troops at Puutrimba on the 
God,i.vari. On the Mh of November R\.jid.o's power was ov01·tJ1rown at 
Kirki. ·While General Smith marched on Poona, B.1ji B.Cio fled north 
}Jast Junnar to llt·a.lnnanv:i.da in the hills f'onth of Akola.. Gone,l'ai 
Smith then marche(l to Ahmadnagar, which lmd surrendered, awl 
~hence over the Nimbdhcra pass to Sanga.mner; the l>c~h,va hear­
ing of his· movements fiecl suuth, aml was followed by the British 
army. over the V ashira pass ari~ sou~h to~vanls Poon~. After a l_o~g 
11ursu1t the Pcshwa was overt.al<.en 111 l•cbmn.ry 1818 at Ashtx m 
Shola.pur. A skirmish ensuctl, and in March 1818 he nQ'ain fled 
to Kopargaon, his old home on the Gocliivari. After a timthc wont 
on. to Chandod, hut hearing that ; British force was approaching 
from the north, he returned to l\.op:i.rg-aon,_ and thence fle<l caf;t 
and finally suiTendered in May at lJholkot near Asirgad. In th~ 
meantiJl!c I-Iolkar and the Pendh:iris had hecn defeated, and by the 
,tr~atr of Man<lesar in January 1818, Holkar surren~cred to "the 
Enghsh _all hi'3 poi:;sessions south of the S,itpud:i~. , Sir ~L1. Hislop 
marched into Khandesh and summoned the fort of 'I'halner belonging 
to Holkar. 'l'he corrimarnlant at first refused to surr<!ncler, Lut, as the 
!ro~ps were preparing to storm the place, he came ~u~ ~nd ~ave l~mso]f 

P . .' • a fo'Y of the troops enteI"ed, ·,':hon some m1stal~~ arose, and the 
Aub garnson cut them down and with them two ofhcers; the fort 

. was at once stormed the o·arrison put to the sword, and the com, 
man~ut hanged. Tl;is exa~ple told, and the other·forts were rapidly 
surrendered. At the end of A.D. 1817, a Brahman named Daji Gopal 
collected a- few followers and clrove the m:imlatdih- out of the fort of 
Bti1e1tavad, sout~ of the Ta:pti; he held the place 3:n<l leviccl contributions 

he heard of the fall of Tha1ner, when he evacuated the fort. The 
strongholds in the Ahmadnao·ar hills were reduced hy l\fajo1· Eldridc.e 
and those in the Chandod r~nge by Lieut.-Colonel McDowall. 'l'he 
~-ab mercenaries of the Pcshwa collected in the strong fort of Male~n, 
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built fifty years before by N,iro Shankar Raja Bahadur, to make a last 
stand, and defended themselves with such obstinacy that the place was 
not taken till the Uth of June 1818. ,vith the fall of Asirgad ori 
the 9th of April 1819 the war ended. The whole of the Peshwa's 
dominions aml t.l-10se of 1-Iolkar in the Dakhan were taken by· the 
British Gr.vernment. In Khaudcsh Sindia helJ the" districts of 
Raver, Varangaon, EdlriL11.d, and Prichora, and in Ahmadnagar half 
of Shevgaon and the Shrigonda. pargana. R.iver and P,ichora, were 
finally .made oveL' to the English Go\·ernmcnt in 184:3-1., and the 
o~her districts were taken in exchange in 1S60 for territory gfren 
to Sindia. The greater part of the K.orti district was under Hito 
Rambba Nimbrilkar till 1821, when it was given over to the English. 
l{handcsh was placed under Captain Briggs, and Ahmadnaga.r0 with 
the country between the 0111\nLlod hills and the l3hima under 
Captain Potti~ger. Little difficulty was experienced in resforing 
order in Ahmadnagar; the country was exhausted and the people 
willingly obeyed any power tha,t could protect them ; the Peshwa's 
disbanded soldiers settled .. in their villages ; the hiil forts were 
dismantled; and their ganisons gradually reduced. Near tee 
Sahyadris t~e country was in the hancls of the Koli Nciiks; they and 
the Bhil Nruks were sent for, ancl the a.llowances and villao-es which 
they already held were co_n~r_med ix> them o?- the understa~ding that 
they should keep the adJommg country quiet. In a short time the 
Ahmadnagar districts enjoyecl a peace to which they had long been 
strange1:s. 

In Khanclesh the pacification of the country was more difacult. 
The Bhils formed a la,·gc portion ~£ the po1rnlation, . and though the 
open c?untry was soon cl~arecl, 1t was not so e1.sy to _reduce the 
mountamous t~·ncts of the Satpn·.:las and the unhealthy wilds of the 
west .. A c011S1deraLI~ force was kept up, which had its head-quarters 
at l\falegaou : the lnl Is were guarded and outbreaks were severely 
punished. On the other hand inducements were held ont to the 
Bhils to cultivate land; two agencies. were established, one for the 
western Bhils and one toL' those in the easteru an<l southern districts 
called the Kanar agency; advances were made and larnl given fr•~e 
to 11ll who wnuld settle ; allowances were made to the N aiks who he'.cl 
the hiil passes; and finally attempt~ were made to give the Bhils 
erop:oyment by fonniug them into an irregular force. Owing- to 
the lazy habits Bf the men and their dislike of discipline, the first 
efforts failed. It was not tW A.D. 1825 that Lieutenant (aftenvards 
Sir James) Outram was successful in forming the Bhil Corps. His 
·patience and firmness,· combined with his thorough knowledge of 
their character, gave him a great influence over his men; they soon 
diLl • good servi~e against bands of plunderers, and Khandesh by 
degrees grew quiet. 

When the British Govern.ment took posst!:!sion of the country 
much of it was almost 1:uiued. 0£ Khrindesh the Honourable 
Mountstuart Elphinstone, in his report· on the tenitory conquered 
from the Peshwa, says: Some parts of the province are still in 
hio-h cultivation, and others, more J'ecently abandoned, eonvey a 
st~ong notion of their former richness a.1).d prosperity; but the greater 
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part of KhanJesh is covererl with thick jungles, full of tigers arnl 
other wilJ beasts aml Fca.tterecl with the ruins of vilages. 'l'lrn 
<l.i.,,tricts north of the Tapti. in particu:ar, which were formerly very 
populous, and yieldctl a large revenn'c', are now alrn<Jst an uninhalJiteu 
forest. Further on he savs : The east of Gangthn.ri, thoug-h open 
and fertile, is almost cnti,7,ily uninhabited since the famine of 18U8; 
the country between that aml Ahmadnaga,r is bettei·, and the 
plains south of Ahmadnagar are for many marches in all directions 
one r;heet-of the richest cultivation. 

As examples of the condition of the country it will be enough to notice 
that in A.D. hOJ only twenty-one ont of l "iO vi,lages were inhabited in the 
Nevasa taluka of Ahmadna<rar a district of the Ga.n!.!thari. In other 

r:, ' " parts of the same collcctorate, in A.D. bHJ, more than half the land was 
waste and all the country round Sirnr was unpeopled. In the-Chopda 
talu~a of l~handesh, north of theTapti, only £our per cent_ of th_e laml was 
cult1vat~ll m A.o. 1818. The city of .-\hmatlnag-ar cont:une<l m l ':il8 n. 
population of l :J/JUO, and in three yel1rs this numbei: was almost 
doubled. In Khanclesh new town:-;, such a:-; Dhulia P,irola anJ 
J\,lgaon, sprang up. Land was ta,kell for cultivati,,n on easy terms, 
~nd when, ai:tct· wrne years of experience, the 1-{cvenuc Sur_vcy Wf1S 

mtro.\ucc,], the progre::-i:; of the country towar<ls prospcnty wa.s 
steady. 

Since ~he country came under Bt·itish management the . on~y 
!lotable disturbances arc those caused by the outbreak of the· Bluls 
m 1~57. 'l'hc Bhils were excited by the mutiny in HiJ!~us~iin, and 
rose tn the Ahmadnao-ar district in October 1857. A·skHm1sh to:1k 
place in t.hat month 1)ctwecn a li:Jrly of Bhils nncler l\luig-nji N.iik 
a~d the p~lie:e u_n~er C,1ptai.n Hem~, in wbid: Captain Henry "'."a,s 
killed. Ocher nsm<rs occUITPU in h .. h:indc:,;h m the Satpuda H1l.s 
und~r one _Kajar Singh, aml in other parts and also in the Nizn~'s 
territory m the country to the north and ,vest of Aurangalmd. 
D~tac~ments were sent out, and levies made, and after several 
skirmishes and some loss of lifo the <rl'eater number of the bancls 
":ere b1okcn up; but it was not till No,·crnber 1850 that thP 
dio;t_urli.~nc_e~. were finally 1rnt <l.own liy the total destruction of 
bh?gOJl ~aik's ha1Hl liy l\lr. (the late Sir) Frank Souter, and a force of 
JlOltce, 3:1!<l the dispersi\ 0£ one or two othrr barnls at the smne ·time 
Ill ~he N 1z,1m's territories. In Kh(u:rlesh the town ancl fort of Parola 
";J11d1 belonged t0 a member of tl{e ,Jhinsi family, wa-e confiscated by 
GoYerument anu the fort dismantlcLl. 

The number of important chiefs or jahgirclars C()]rnected with 
these districts is small. In the wild west of Kbnndesh thirteen 
petty sta'.:cs are unde1· the charge of the Col cctor as Political 
Agent. Of . these six: are known by the name of MewHs and 
seven by the name of Dangs; the fol'mer are situatetl not·th of the 
'l'apti about the Satpu~a hi1ls, arnl the l,tter south of the T11pti and 
below the Ghats, The chiefs are tho dcsceiiuants of the Bhil N (tiks 
who held tho western districts whon the British Jlower was 
oste.hlii,hod : tho districts arc unhealthy ancl thinly peopled; tho 
revenue of tho chiofs hi derived prinoipa\ly from timhor duoR ; thoy 
a.1·e 11lowed to sottlo all potty disputes thomsolvos, and serious oa.soa 
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go .before the Collector. One of the principal states in the· 
Satpuuas· was the Akra11i pargana held by a Rajput. Its early 
history is unknown. Afte1· the decline of l\fosalma"u power, -Chaoji, 
raua of Dharwai, nqrth of the Narbada, established himself 
in the hilly pat·t of the country. He was· Emcceeded by his son 
Gnman Singh, who built the Akrani fort; a.nd he in turn by his • ■on. 
Hanmant i:;ingh; his son and successor Gaman Singh died without 
heirs, and great disturbances ensued till Bhau Singh, rana of 
l\faltwar, a district on the west, annexed the country and built th~ 
fort of Roshmal. He was succeeded by hi.s son Bhikaji, who 
murdered Jangar, the BhH Naik of Chik1i, below the hills; and in 
revenge Jan gar's son :Qevaji surprised Roshmal and·· killed Bhikaji. 
On this the Peshwa's troops occupied the country, and when a year 
latel· the British forces conquered 'Khandesh, Akrani submitted to 
them.• 'I'.he present rana has an £1tam village, Pratappur, and an 
annual allowauce in lieu of the· Akrani pargana. To the south of 
the Dangs is the small state of Surgana, which· helono-s to ··the 
deshmu~h of the district; it is also under . the supervision of the 
Collector of Khandesh. Further south, and also below the Ghats, 
the l\Iusalman state of Peint remained under the care of the 
Collector of N asik until on the death without-heirs of the Beo•am 'in 
1878 it lapsed and became a subdivision of the district of Nasik~ 'l'he 
inost important jahgirdar is the Vinchurkar, a. Brahman whose 
ancestors rose into note under the PeslHyas ; he holJs a number of 
villages jn th~ Gangthari and lives at the town of Vinchur in the 
N asik collectorate. 'fhe fa!fiily rose to impot·tance in the mi<l<lle of 
the eighteenth century when Vithal Shivdev was at its head; he 
distingui!ohed himself at the siege of Ahmadabad in 1755 and 
acco1n"panietl t_he M_ar_atha army-in the fatal e:x.-pedition which 'ended 
in the defeat of Pampat (A.D. 1761), of which he was one of the few 
survivors. He was raised to high rank by Rao-unath Rao. The :family 
acquired 1:/-rgc possessions in Hindustan; but these were forfeited on 
_account of their'adhe.rence to Baji Rao. • 

'l'he most uotewol"thy of the Khandesh· jaho{rdars are the 
Dihhits of Shendurni, the descernlants of raltankar Dikshit, th~ 
priest or _r;urn of Baji Rao, the last Pe~hwa. 'fhe o-rant of this 
phgir was confirmed by the British Government at the speci.'\l 
re<1 uest of Baji Rao. 
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