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By F. Petrenko 

SOCIALISM: 
ONE-PARTY OR MULTI-PARTY 
SYSTEM? 

Why does only one 
party exist in 
tbeUSSR?­
Socialism: 
one-party and 
multi-party 
systems.­
Oifferent policies 
and different 
destinies.­
Cooperation, not 
~onfrontation.­
boes the number 
'Of political 
~arties affect 
'lemocracy?­
~ne-party system 
~nd guaranteed 
'lemocracy. 

The opponents of socialism 
often allege that there is no 
democracy in the socialist 
countries. The proof, they 
argue, lies in the fact that 
only one party-the Com­
munist Party-exists in the 
Soviet Union and some oth­
er states. 
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Onc-l'nrty or Multi-Party System? 

Before the Great October Socialist Revolution 
in Russia, there existed several political parties: 

History Testifies the Bolsheviks (Commun­
ists), Cadets, Octobrists, 

Mensheviks Socialist-Revolutionaries, Anarchists 
and others. 'How is it that only one political party 
has survived in the USSR? Is it demanded by the 
Communist doctrine, and the will of the leaders of 
socialist society, or is it the consequence of some 
other circumstances and events? A slight histori­
cal digression will help us to answer these ques­
tions. 

In the February (1917) Bourgeois-Democratic 
Revolution in Russia, the workers, soldiers and 
peasants. overthrew the war-worn tsarist monar­
chy, thus opening up broad possibilities for all the 
political parties to present their programmes and 
prove in practice their ability to fulfil the hopes 
and needs of the people. Weary of the war which 
had been going on for two and a half years, the 
people wanted peace, bread and freedom. 

The parties of the bourgeoisie-the Union of 
October Seventeenth (the Octobrists) and the Con­
stitutional Democrats (Cadets)-which seized 
power immediately after the overthrow of tsarism, 
pursued the course of preserving the basis of the 
former bourgeois and landlord system. The bour­
geois Provisional Government f ormccl by these 
parties advanced the slogan: "War till the victor­
ious end", rather than stopping the war. In fact, 
the Government refused to solve the urgent prob­
lem of the transfer of the privately owned land 
to the peasants. 
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~aving seized power, the bourgeois parties were 
qmck to forget their promise to improve the life 
of the working class. Instead, the Provisional Gov­
ernment were concerned that the entrepreneurs 
should be able to raise their profits: it abolished all 
laws restricting their activities . 
. In those turbulent revolutionary years, the par­

ties that called themselves socialist enjoyed a cc•1-
siderable influence in the country. These were the 
Menshevik Party which rallied certain strata of 
intellectuals and some workers, and the Socialist­
Revolutionary Party which was partially support­
ed by the peasantry. The Mensheviks retained 
their political influence by skilful use of the slogan 
"defence of the fatherland", though in reality it 
meant the continuation of the ·world War. The 
Socialist-Revolutionaries stood for the distribution 
of privately owned land and their words raised 
hopes in the hearts of many peasants. It was not 
for nothing that the leader of the Socialist-Rev­
olutionary Party, Kerensky, was included into the 
Provisional Government to give it a "revolution­
ary" colouring. These parties succeeded in tak­
ing over the Soviets of Workers', Peasants' and 
Soldiers' Deputies-the power bodies of the work­
ing people set up in the course of revolution. 

Having secured the majority in the Soviets, the 
Mensheviks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries had 
a real opportunity to force the Provisional Gov­
ernment to satisfy the demands of the people. But 
they were in no hurry to take advantage of the 
conquered grounds. They joined the Cadets and 
the Octobrists in trying· to persuade the people 
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to postpone the solution of the problems of peace, 
land and bread until the Constituent Assembly, 
which they were in no hurry to convene. 

The Mensheviks and the Socialist-Revolutiona­
ries revealed their true attitude towards the re­
volution by the fact that they agreed with the 
Provisional Government to withdraw the troops 
from the front in order to combat the growing 
revolutionary movement. 

Actually, these parties, though declaring their 
loyalty to the cause of revolution, did not pass 
the hard social test posed by it. Although the Men­
sheviks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries had 
promised to "control" the bourgeois Provisional 
Government, in reality they pursued, on an ever 
increasing scale, a policy of compromise, extend­
ing it their support and confidence. 

Only the Communists headed by Lenin turned 
out to be able to offer their country a radical pro­
gramme: Russia must immediately cease her par­
ticipation in the war; the land must be distributed, 
without delay, among the peasants; political power 
must be completely transferred to the Soviets of 
Workers', Peasants' and Soldiers' Deputies. 

The Bolshevik Party, seeing that the Menshe­
viks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries were not go­
ing _to defend the interests of the working class, 
the mterests of all the working people, headed for 
the socialist revolution. The Communists succeed­
ed in convincing the masses in the correctness of 
their ideas. The working people began to under­
stand with increasing clarity that only the Bolshe­
vik Party was able to solve the fundamental issues 
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of revolution and to save the country from a cata­
strophe. Eventually, the people followed Lenin 
and the Bolsheviks. 

At the call of the Leninist Party, which by that 
time was the most influential political organisation 
in Russia, the revolutionary workers and soldiers 
overthrew the bourgeois Provisional Government 
and established the Soviet socialist republic on the 
night of October 25, 1917. Thus, in the historic 
confrontation between the parties and the classes 
behind them, the working class and the poor peas­
ants were victorious in Russia. It was the triumph 
of the revolutionary party of the working class­
the Bolshevik Party. 

A closer look at these and other events of those 
years, as well as the documentary evidence that 
has survived reveals the plain fact: the Leninist 
Communist Party alone represented the interests 
of the majority of people at the turning point of 
Russian history. The other parties and political 
groups eventually lost the confidence of the 
people's. masses-some due to their allegiance to 
capitalism, others due to their inconsistency, 
inability or unwillingness to properly understand 
and express the people's interests. 

This underlay the downfall of the Menshevik 
Party. Although this Party had proclaimed its 
allegiance to Marxism and socialist revolution, 
actually it shifted into the position of bourgeois 
liberalism and compromise. The Mensheviks were 
unable to take a clear-cut stand on the problem 
of war; they could not offer the peasants a satis­
factory solution of the agrarian problem; and 
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finally, they failed to find a correct approach to the 
solution of the acute nationality problem. For 
similar reasons, the popularity of the Socialist-Re­
volutionary Party proved to be short-] ived and 
soon it lost its political influence. 

The Mensheviks and the Socialist-Revolutiona­
ries, however, enjoyed the support of certain sec­
tions of the population at the initial stage of the 
socialist revolution. For this reason, Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks invited them to participate in the 
Government immediately after the victory of the 
October Revolution. But they refused and began 
to pursue a wait-and-see policy. Four days after 
the Revolution Lenin stated: "It is not our fault 
that the Socialist-Revolutionaries and the Menshe­
viks have gone. They were invited to share polit­
ical power, but they want to sit on the fence un­
til the fight against Kerensky is over. 

"We asked everyone to take part in the govern­
ment."':-

After a while, the leaders of the Left Socialist­
Revolutionary Party, seeing that the masses trust­
ed and followed the Bolsheviks and being afraid 
to completely lose their support, decided to join 
the Soviet Government. Seven out of 18 portfolios 
were given to the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries 
including the posts of People's Commissars (Min~ 
isters) of Justice, Culture, Communications, and 
others. This collaboration was ruptured in March. 
1918 by the Socialist-Revolutionaries themselves 
who quitted the Government under the pretext of 

,,_ V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 26, p. 269. 
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disagreement over the signing of the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk with Germany. 

At that time, the Menshevik and Socialist-Re­
volutionary policies vacillated between revolution 
and counter-revolution until both of these parties 
found themselves on the other side of the barri­
cades defended by the majority of people. Follow­
ing their withdrawal from the Government. the 
Left Socialist-Revolutionaries began a desperate 
struggle against the Soviet power. They organised 
armed insurrections in Moscow, Yaroslavl and 
other regions trying to dislodge Soviet power. By 
waging this struggle, the Left Socialist-Revolu­
tionaries actually joined the Right Socialist-Re­
volutionaries and the Mensheviks who had crushed 
the Soviets in many provinces and formed a 
government propped up by the bayonets of the 
\Vhite Guards and foreign interventionists. The 
Right Socialist-Revolutionaries tried to assassinate 
the Communist Party leaders and killed several 
prominent figures. Thus, by joining the forces 
openly struggling against the new socialist regime, 
these parties excluded themselves from the nation's 
political life. 

The hostile activities of the Left Socialist-Re­
volutionary Party compelled the Fifth All-Russia 
Congress of Soviets of ] uly, 1918, to expel the 
Left Socialist-Revolutionaries who were involved 
in plots against the revolution and engaged in an­
ti-Soviet activities, from the State bodies in which 
they had participated earlier. Serious internal 
differences caused a split within the Left Socialist­
Revolutionary Party: part of its membership 
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formed the "Revolutionary Communist" Party and 
the "Populist-Communist" Party which later 
joined the Bolsheviks. 

As we see now, it was not because of "Commun­
ist violence" that the other parties had disap­
peared from the Russian political scene. The Men­
shevik and the Left Socialist-Revolutionary par­
ties, notwithstanding their hostility towards S~­
viet power, were operating quite openly, had the.tr 
own organisations and published newspapers m 
the period following the October Revolution. Both 
of them were represented at the Second, Third 
and Fourth All-Russia Congresses of Soviets and 
participated in the congresses of local Soviets. But 
they used these opportunities for political activity 
to try to dislodge Soviet power by force of arms, 
rather than seek cooperation with it. 

It was the Socialist-Revolutionary who disrupt­
ed the Soviet two-party system that was emerging 
after the victorious Revolution. Given the non­
pro_letarian parties' position in relation to the new 
soctal system set up during the socialist revolution 
by the working class in alliance with the pea­
santry, Soviet power had no other option than 
to ban their hostile activities and adopt stern 
measures in order to consolidate the proletarian 
State. 

Thus, the one-party system has formed in the 
US~R due to the specific historical conditions in 
whtch the socialist revolution developed, and not 
beca~se the Bolsheviks opposed a multi-party sys­
tem m principle, as some unobjective politicians 
and scientists in the West try to contrive. 
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The Union of the Bolsheviks and Left Socialist­
Re\·olutionaries 111 Soviet Russia proved to be 

short-lived, but the very 
The Fate fact of its existence is proof 
of Political Parties that the building of social-
in Other Socialist 
Countries ism on a multi-party basis 

is possible in principle. La­
ter developments have shown that sometimes such 
a way is the only possible one-all depends on 
the concrete historical conditions. 

The grim years of World War II came. The 
broad democratic forces in the occupied countries 
-the Communists, Social-Democrats, bourgeois 
Republicans, Catholic parties, workers, peasants, 
petty bourgeoisie, and working intelligentsia­
united in the struggle against German fascism 
and Japanese militarism. These were rather broad 
class unions headed, in the majority of countries, 
by the Communists. 

After the war, the peoples of the liberated coun­
tries in Eastern Europe and a number of Asian 
states took the path of freeing themselves from 
capitalist exploitation. The democratic parties in 
those countries were convinced that the aims set 
by the Communists corresponded to their interests 
as welL They began to collaborate with the Com­
munists in carrying through democratic, and then 
socialist changes. The joint political activity in the 
course of the common struggle against fascism and 
imperialism has thus led to the formation of multi­
party systems: first, in Bulgaria, Poland, the Ge_r­
man Democratic Republic, and Czechoslovakia, 
and then, in the Korean People"s Democratic Re-
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ublic, the Chinese People's Republic, and the 
bemocratic Republic of Vietnam. 

Historical traditions had a marked influence on 
this process. The majority of the existing non­
proletarian democratic parties in the socialist 
countries were formed many decades ago. The 
Bulgarian Agrarian People's Union, for example, 
was set up in 1900. The Polish United Peasants' 
Party was formed long before the Second "\V"orld 
War. The Liberal Democratic Party of Germany, 
set up in 1945, has become to a great extent the 
successor to the German People's Party and the 
German Democratic Party that had existed before 
the fascists seized power. These and some other 
democratic parties were associated with the work­
ing strata of the population; some of them took 
part in the revolutionary struggle on the side of 
the working people. The traditional adherence by 
some of the population to these parties which 
were regarded as a mouthpiece of their interests, 
played a significant role in consolidating these 
parties on the political scene of socialist society. 

In collaborating with democratic parties, the 
Communists were not ruled by some temporary 
tactical considerations. They proceeded from their 
principal object which was to ensure the union of 
the working class with the peasants and other 
working people. Communists believe this union to 
be ~h~ necessary prerequisite for carrying through 
soctahst changes in society. It is not only that so­
cialism cannot be built by the Communists alone: 
socialist aims correspond to the vital interests of 
all the working people, therefore socialism should 
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be built by the joint effort of the entire people. 
The democratic parties underwent certain 

changes during the transition from a bourgeois po­
litical scene to a socialist one. A new reality 
emerged-political power and the basic means of 
production were transferred to the people. Socialist 
development became a major task. Guided by 
these developments, democratic parties substanti­
ally revised their programmes, rules and activities 
accordingly. Their social make-up also changed. 
It was only natural: changes in the economic, so­
cial and political structure of society entail changes 
in its political institutions, their social base 
and political orientation, as well as changes in the 
people themselves. 

The big and middle bourgeoisie, whose influence 
had prevented the non-proletarian parties from 
assuming a truly democratic character, vanished. 
They found the basis of their activity mainly 
within the "middle strata", drawing towards a 
closer union with the working class and the peas­
antry. Gradually, these parties began to partic­
ipate in building socialism. The people's (national) 
fronts and other national democratic organisations 
and movements were to a great extent conducive 
to such a re-orientation of the non-proletarian 
democratic parties. 

The majority of the old democratic parties 
preserved a certain continuity of their organisation­
al principles and traditions. This continuity is 
manifest in the activities of the Bulgarian Agra­
rian People's Union, the Democratic Party in Po­
land, and a number of other parties. 
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Not all the non-proletarian parties, however, 
could join the political structure of socialism, but 
only those which accepted the course of revolution­
ary social changes and the building of social ism. 
Naturally, there was a sharp political struggle 
within the majority of those parties. The Social~st 
Party and the People's Party of Czechoslovakia, 
for example, survived a serious crisis. They took 
their place in political life after splitting with 
Right-wing forces and after the appropriate 
reorganisation. 

Conversely, in those countries where the non­
proletarian parties were dominated by reactionary 
forces and by concepts alien to the people's inter­
ests, where they actually aimed at restoring the 
capitalist order, these parties either abandoned 
the political scene by themselves, or were naturally 
ex~luded from political life, given their opposition 
to Its main trend of development. 

It turned out that the determining factor for the 
fat~ 0f a non-jJroletarian jmrty, in conditions of 
soczalzst 1"e l t" d . f . z· . vo u zan an constructwn o SOCia zsm, 
was ll b·z· 

l . s a 1 Lty to realise the necessity of the 7·ev-
o ulwnary remahing of society, to sujJjJorl it and 
to fn:oceed together with tlze majority of the 
worhmg jJeojJ/e. 

T1. ~e non-proletarian parties which had left the 
po 1hcal see d"d ., · · ·· f 1 C . ne I not become · v1chms o t 1c 

ommu_l1lsts, as some of the anti-communist pro­
paganch~t~ allege. They became victims of their 
own po~ICies, their own class narrow-mindedness, 
an~ their own impotence vis-a-vis the matured 
soCial changes. This is how it happened to be in 
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Soviet Russia. In other socialist countries. the 
historical developments were similar. . 

A nwnber of non-proletarian parties had to be 
banned because they had taken the path of armed 
struggle against the lawful power, established and 
supported by the people. This was the reason for 
the dissolution in Hungary of the so-called 
Freedom Party which rallied the counter-revolu­
tionary group split away from the Small-holder 
Party. In Romania, the National Peasant and 
National Liberal Parties turned into conspi­
ratorial organisations attempting to overthrow 
the new regime after the victory of the people's 
democratic revolution. This was why the 
National Peasant Party was dissolved by the Par­
liament, whereas the National Liberal Party had 
completely disintegrated by that time. 

A number of political parties ceased their activ­
ities by themselves, considering their mission 
already accomplished at the initial stage in the 
development of the new social order. Some parties 
declared their self-dissolution, among them the 
Zveno (Link) group and the Radical Party in 
Bulgaria; the Democratic Peasant Party and the 
National Peasant Party in Hungary; the National 
Popular Party, the Ploughmen Front and the 
Hungarian People's Union in Romania. 

The Communist and dem­
ocratic parties in the social­
ist countries with an estab­

The Socialist 
Multi-Party System 

lished multi.-party system have, so to speak, divided 
the spheres of influence. The Communists work 
amidst all the strata of society and represent, first 
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and foremost, the political party of the working 
class. The democratic parties arc act i \'C mainly 
within their social base-among the peasants, cer­
tain sections of the city population and within 
certain circles of intellectuals. 

The non-proletarian democratic parties arc ful­
ly-fledged participants in State management. They 
are represented in the supreme and local state or­
gans, in economic and other administrative bodies. 
Members of these parties are Members of Parlia­
ments and local Soviets; they hold many important 
posts in the State administrative apparatus. 

Now, we shall examine the parties active in the 
socialist countries with a multi-party system, 
whom they represent and how they are incorporat­
ed into their country's political structure. 

In the Polish People's Republic, besides the Po­
lish United Workers' Party whose members arc 
the Communists, there exist the United Peasants' 
Party and the Democratic Party. The United Peas­
ants' Party-the second largest in Poland-is ac­
tive in the countryside and expresses the interests 
of a certain part of the peasantry, in particular, 
small village landowners. Its representatives held 
117 seats (over 25 per cent) in the Sejm (Parlia­
ment) and are included into the State Council and 
the Council of Ministers. The Democratic Party is 
supported by certain sections of city intellectuals, 
office workers and artisans. It is also represented 
in the central and local government; it had 39 seats 
in the Sejm. 

In the German Democratic Republic, besides the 
Socialist Unity Party which unites the Commun-
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ists, there arc four more political parties: the De­
mocratic Peasants' Party (representing mainly the 
peasants' interests); the Christian Democratic 
Union (uniting the progressive representatives of 
believers who advocate peace and progress); the 
Liberal Democratic Party (representing certain 
circles of intellectuals and petty traders); and 
National Democratic Party (consisting of the 
representatives of handicraftsmen and former 
military). 

The democratic parties of the GDR take an acti­
ve part in state activities and work with the masses. 
Some half a million people are members of 
these parties. The Socialist Unity Party had lGi 
seats in the People's Chamber of the GDR, where­
as the democratic parties held 208 seats, and the 
trade-unions, Free German Youth and other mass 
public organisations had lGi seats. 

In Bulgaria, besides the Bulgarian Communist 
Party, there exists a peasants' party-the Bulgar­
ian Agrarian People's Union. It continues to par­
ticipate actively in the fundamental issues of so­
cialist construction. This party holds some 25 per 
cent of the seats in the People's Assembly; its re­
presentative is Chairman of the People's Assem­
bly; some of its members hold ministerial posts in 
the Bulgarian Government. 

In Czechoslovakia, the Communist Party co­
exists with the Czechoslovak People's Party, 
Czechoslovak Socialist Party, Slovak Reconstruc­
tion Party and Slovak Freedom Party. All of them 
are represented in the supreme and local bodies 
of state power and administration. 

2-2098 
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. J1ave a one-party · 1· t ntnes The other soe1a ts cou · the workers' 
I I-I 1 Romama, 

system. n ungary anc 1 . as the former 
d . . ·ty W 1e1C< 

parties merge mto one pat ' rties stepped 
b · d peasant pa petty- ourgems an Tl Communist 

down from the political scene .. 1c. M 1. 
1. . l arttes 111 ongo ta, 

parties are the only po thea P 
Cuba and Yugoslavia. . . tl us result-

Different historical condtt!Ons have . 11. t 
. . me socta IS coun-

ed m a one-party system tn so l 
tries and a multi-party system in ot.1~rs.. th t th 

It is not surp~tsmg a e 
New Forms socialist multt-party system 
of Int.cr-Party differs markedly from the 
Relations · e· tl1e 1 bom·ge01s on : . c ass 
struggle in all its numerous manifestatiOn~ (mcl~d­
ing, naturally, the inter-party strug?"le) IS ~he m­
evitable consequence of the social mequahty en­
?endered in any capitalist society by a clash_ of 
mterests between the bour(l"eoisie and the workmg 
class, and the bourgeoisi: and other ~ections of 
the population. The public ownershtp of_ t~e 
means of production the socialist method of dtstn­
buti~n according to 'the principle: "Fro_m each a~­
cOl-dt~g to his ability, to each acc_ordmg t~ lus 
work , and the common aims and mterests m the 
socialist countries consolidate the social and polit­
ical unity of society. For this reason, cooperation 
becomes a characteristic feature of inter-party re­
lations. 

The Marxist-Leninist Party is the inspiration 
and political core of society both in those socialist 
countries which have a one-party system, as well 
as in those with several established political par-
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ties. Its vanguard role in every socialist country 
became firmly established in the course of history. 
It was the Communists who led and organised the 
struggle against the fascist invaders. The Com­
munist Parties were the leading force in bringing 
about the democratic and socialist changes in 
their respective countries. It was they who 
initiated confiscating the property of those capi­
talists and big landlords who had collaborated 
with the occupationist forces and transferring it to 
the people, and later on, nationalising large-scale 
industry, transport and banks. It was the Com­
munists who suggested that the land should be 
distributed among those who cultivate it. 

The Communists submitted for the people's ap­
proval their programmes for social change and 
building a new society, which they had based on 
the laws of social development, on Soviet expe­
rience, and with due regard to the national pecu­
liarities of their countries. These programmes 
offered bright prospects for all the working 
classes and strata and were supported by them. 
The democratic parties also backed these 
programmes. 

The Communist parties of the socialist countries 
are still the sponsors of major state and social 
measures. They are political leaders and orga­
nisers of economic development; they vigorously 
support the implementation of the latest scientific 
and technological achievements. They play an im­
portant role in developing new social relations and 
in educating the people in the spirit of socialist 
ideals. All these factors have naturally placed the 

2' 
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Marxist-Leninist parties at the head of the neW 
socio-political system. The recognition of this rea~­
ity became the starting-point for the demoCI·at~c 
parties' activities in the concrete historical c~n(~I­
tions of each country developing along soCiahst 
lines. But this has not at all blocked their way to 
power or to socio-political activities. 

Effective relations between the Communists and 
the non-proletarian democratic parties have dev­
eloped in the socialist countries during the last 
three decades. The cooperation is effected, above 
all, through the people's (national) front-a broad 
alliance of all the country's socio-political forces, 
including the democratic parties, Marxist-Leninist 
parties, trade-unions youth women's and other . . , ' organ1sahons. 

The very nature of the democratic parties' po­
litical activity has undergone substantial changes 
under these conditions, i.e., it has become broader 
and more versatile. In contrast to the capitalist 
countri~s, where party activity is mainly confined 
to ~l~chon campaigns and parliamentary speeches, 
pohhcal parties under socialism directly organise 
and participate in the creative effort of the masses. 
They do not merely submit various economic, 
ideological und cultural programmes, but take full 
responsibility for their fulfilment. 

The many years of experience in socialist devel­
opment, amassed by Bulgaria, the GDR, Poland 
and Czechoslovakia prove convincingly that the 
Communists collaborate closely with all democrat­
ic parties which are eager to help the working 
people to transform society. This collaboration 
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proves fruitful. The COJ:lmunists and representa­
tives of the nor~-p~·olcta~-Ian parties abide by their 
common and pnnCipal aun-~he building of social­
ism-and respect each other s position. Thev look 
for and find, within the framework of socia!'ist re­
lations and principle~, mutually acceptable solu­
tions of concrete soc1al problems and take joint 
measures to carry them out. 

It would seem inconceivable to reconcile the 
principled Communist position on peasants' co­
operation \~ith. t~1e democr~tic peasants' parties' 
principle of md1v1dual farmmg. But the Commun­
ist and peasants' parties in Poland, the German 
Democratic Republic and Bulgaria succeeded in 
drawing up a joint agrarian policy which took 
into account both the long-range socialist prospects 
and the existing economic conditions, traditions 
and peasant psychology in those countries. 

In Bulgaria, the cooperation of peasants was 
completed long ago. Her agricultural development 
is based on the cooperatives being merged into 
agro-industrial complex~s~one o_f the highest or­
ganisational forms of soctahst agncultural produc­
tion. In the German Democratic Republic, the 
overwhelming majority of individual peasant 
farms have been transformed into cooperative or 
state farms (people's estates) with highly produc­
tive land-cultivation and livestock breeding. In 
Poland, 85 per cent of the arable land is still in the 
hands of individual farmers. The socialisation of 
their farms and the introduction of socialist farm­
ing methods are pro_~~~gil~.g...§to,yrh:· The State_ buys 
the land of t!~ll~1~r;m:~ -'~~~r:-.:W~~h to sell 1t. At 

... ' '·~ ... , ' . ,......_,__,. I-~ -
-~ _)_ . .':'--~:-1 \""'e ~ . -, 
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the same time, it renders agro-technical ~ssistance 
to individual farmers on an ever incrcasmg scale. 

The Communist parties of the countries _with_ a 
multi-party system are convinced that It still 
proves its usefulness: the particiJ.?ation of no~­
Communist parties in fulfilling political, economic, 
ideological and cultural tasks is expedient and 
effective. 

Thus, a multi-fJarty system in the socialist cow~­
tries was, and still is, an imjJOrtant factor m 
strengthening the socio-fJOlitical unity of society 
and rallying all its classes and social groufJS in the 
struggle for socialism. 

The success of a multi-party 
A Tendency system in a number of so-
Towards Unity cialist countries does not, 
however, suggest that a multi-party system under 
socialism is more advantageous than a one-party 
system. This is proved by the rich, all-round 
experience of the Soviet Union which has demon­
str.ated the high efficiency of the one-party leader­
ship by the Communists. 

Under the leadership of the Leninist Commun­
ist Party which has directed the whole process of 
social changes in the USSR for some six decades, 
the once economically backward country has been 
transformed into an advanced industrial state, se­
cond in the world in volume of industrial output. 
The policy of the CPSU has ensured a high deve­
!opment rate of science and culture and a sharp 
Improvement in the people's well-being. 

The Soviet Communists have succeeded, for the 
first time in history, in involving millions of work-
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ing people into the state and social administration. 
without interaction with any other party. They 
have ensured the people's true social and national 
equality within a multi-national state. The ideo­
logical and socio-political unity of the people, 
secured by the Communists, the inseverable union 
of all Soviet nations and ethnic groups, resulted in 
such a sound socio-political system and such a 
great concentration of social forces and resources 
that the Soviet Union was able to survive the grim 
trials of the Great Patriotic War against the fas­
cist aggressors ( 1941-1945); moreover, it can now 
solve creative tasks of any scale and complexity. 

The successful development of the other social­
ist countries with a one-party system-the Hun­
garian People's Republic, the Mongolian People's 
Republic, the Socialist Republic of Romania, and 
the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia-is 
a sound testimony of the great possibilities open to 
a society led solely by the strong and united Com­
munist Party. 

Sometimes, even those sympathetic to commun­
ism argue that other democratic parties are desir­
able in these countries. But it is not a matter of 
desirability or undesirability. The development of 
socialist society, notwithstanding the acuteness and 
complexity of the existing social contradictions, 
does not necessitate a multi-party system. There are 
neither social bas.e nor social reasons for it. It is the 
majority of the peopl~ (not individual social strat~), 
specifically the workmg cla~s and the Commum.st 
Party, who are interested m overcoming certa_m 
contradictions arising in the course of sociahst 
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development. To overcome these contradictions 
entails a struggle which leads ultimately not to 
social antagonisms, but rather to unity and cohe­
sion. Once all forms of exploitation have been 
eliminated and the exploiter classes disappeared, 
once social and national equality has become 
firmly established, the society which has one com­
mon aim-the building of communism-begins to 
advance towards ideological and political con­
solidation. The strengthening of unity and co­
hesion becomes the guiding principle in develop­
ing relations within the Party. In these conditions, 
there is no "nutrient medium" of any significance 
for the appearance of political parties with diffe­
rent ideological and political programmes, not to 
mention opposing platforms. 

A tendency towards social homogeneity and, 
consequently, towards a one-party system is natu­
ral for socialist society. The leadership of the 
Communist Party strengthens and unites society. 
It helps the country to avoid social cataclysms 
which lead to the squandering of productive forces. 
It facilitates the concentration of the material 
and spiritual resources, and the people's energy 
to solve vital political, economic and cultural tasks. 

The unbiased observer may 
The Nature infer from the existing po-
of a Multi-Party I 
System in Bourgeois litical systems t 1at the level 
Society of democratism in a society 

is determined by the nature 
and essence of fJolitical fJower, by the forms and 
methods by which it ojJerales, mllzer than by the 
numbe1· of parties. It is no coincidence that apol-



Communism: Questions 25 F. Pctrcnko. 
and Answers One-Party or ~lulti-l'.,rty System? 

ogists of bourgeois society sing the praises of a 
multi-party system and avoid specifying whose 
interests particular parties represent and defend, 
the interests of which classes and strata. 

But the truth remains the same: any political 
system always serves the interests of definite classes 
and social strata-those who dominate in the 
economy and who own the basic means of produc­
tion. This is the Marxist viewpoint. Human history 
has provided irrefutable evidence to prove it. 

Whether a political system should be based on 
a one-party or multi-party rule is not a problem 
of voluntaristic choice. The question of how many 
parties should exist is never posed since it is im­
possible to construct artificially either a one-party 
or a multi-party system. The solution of this ques­
tion does not depend on the will of individuals or 
groups. The consolidation of a party's position and 
role in political life largely depends, as we have 
seen, on the real position of the classes or social 
strata they represent, on the vitality of the party 
programme, and on its support by individual so­
cial groups and strata. The entire social experience 
gained since the emerg·ence of political parties 
refutes the oft-repeated attempts to prove that a 
multi-party system was "granted" to society by the 
bourgeoisie who were "concerned" about the 
development of democracy. 

The capitalist multi-party system is a result of 
the historically developed division of bourgeois 
society into various classes and social strata. Polit­
ical parties are created by classes, social stra~a 
and groups to defend (together with other orgam-
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sations) their political and economic interests. At 
the present stage of historical development, polit­
ical parties are the highest form of class organi­
sation; they are the most active and influential 
"spokesmen" for the class goals and interests of 
various groups of the bourgeoisie and the working 
people. This is the ABC of political relations to­
day. 

The oft-repeated allegations that bourgeois par­
ties express interests "independent of class" and 
"shared" by the entire people have never been 
borne out in real politics. It is simply impossible, 
given the polar difference between the position 
and aims of financial moguls and big industrialists, 
on the one hand, and the multi-million army of 
hired workers and farmers, on the other. One 
would have to be very naive to believe in 
the community of their interests and the pos­
sibility of their "equal" support by bourgeois 
parties. 

Under the bourgeois multi-party system, the 
bloc of the bourgeois parties is counter-posed to 
the Communist parties and the Left democratic 
forces which support the interests of the working 
class and the majority of the population. It is not 
tactical considerations that guide the Communists 
in their effort to seek union with the Social-Demo­
cratic and other non-proletarian democratic par­
ties, as the anti-communist propaganda tries to 
contrive. A policy towards the union of all revolu­
tionary and democratic forces in the name of peace, 
democracy and socialism is the general policy 
of the world communist movement. The develop-
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ment of political struggle in a number of coun­
tries in Western Europe and Latin America and 
the existing historical traditions make this inter­
party cooperation vital both in the struggle for 
power and in the longer transitional period from 
capitalism to socialism. 

The allegations that Communists are opposed 
to a multi-party system on principle and that they 
need the union with other parties just for seizing 
power have been concocted by the enemies of 
communism. Neither Marx, nor Lenin ever said 
or wrote that. Not a single document of the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet Union or of any other 
Communist Party in the world stipulates the prin­
ciple of establishing a one-party rule. 

The mechanism of decision­
mailing acquires an irnjJor­
tanl role when the domestic 
and foreign fJOlicy is direct­

The Basic Guarantees 
of Democracy under 
Socialism 

ed by one fmrty. How is a democratic resolution 
of socio-political and economic problems ensured 
in the socialist one-party system? 

The very nature of the socialist socio-economic 
system provides. the basic prerequisite. The 
democracy of the masses in the Soviet Union, the 
Hungarian People's Republic, the Socialist Rep~b­
lic of Romania, and the other socialist countnes 
with a one-party system (as in the socialist countries 
with a multi-party system) is firmly based on the 
same foundation, though their state systems differ 
considerably-the basic social wealth (plants, 
factories, mines, power stations, the land and its 
mineral resources), all the basic means of produc-
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tion belong to the whole people, rather than to one 
class or one group of owners. This is, undoubtedly, 
a decisive factor. The real picture of the 20th 
century political life shows that no party, however 
good its intentions might be, is able to ensu~e 
true democracy without transferring the baste 
means of production to the people and without 
outlawing the exploitation of hired labour. 

The transfer of fJower to the fJeofJle and_ the ~e­
cognition and ensuring of thei1· real (not mzagm­
ary) sovereignty is another basic prerequisite for 
democratic guarantees. The Communist Party and 
the socialist slate are tlze tools of the jJeOjJ[e tlzem­
selves, their integral Jmrl, rather than something 
standing above the people. A short factual anal­
ysis will help prove it. 

To begin with the Communist parties in the so­
cialist countries' are not exclusive groups or the 
notorious "bureaucratic elite", as they are often 
portrayed. They are mass political organisations 
of p~ople sharing the same views; they unite a 
constd~rable portion of the working people and 
~re theu vanguard. For example, 15 million people, 
t.e., 9 per cent of the adult population of the USSR, 
are members of the Communist Party of the So­
viet Union. This figure includes over 6 million 
worke;s and 2.2 million peasants (collective far:rn­
ers), 1.e., the workers and peasants make up 
55.4 ?e_r cent of the entire party membership. The 
remammg party members are representatives of 
the intelligentsia. Engineers, agronomists, teach­
ers, doctors, scientists, writers and art workers 
<Iecount for over 75 per cent of them. 
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The Communist parties of other socialist coun­
tries are also mass organisations. embracing from 
12 to 25 per cent of the country's adult population. 
People directly engaged in producing material 
and cultural goods hold a predominant position in 
these organisations. Thus, of the 7 50,000 Bulgar­
ian Communist Party members, 40.3 per cent are 
workers and 25.5 per cent-peasant cooperative 
workers. The Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
numbers 1.9 million Communists, 57 per cent of 
whom are workers; the Polish United Workers' 
Party, 2.3 million, of whom some 40 per cent arc 
workers and 10.5 per cent are peasants; the Ro­
manian Communist Party, 2.3 million members, of 
whom 4 7 per cent are workers. The membership 
of the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party totals 
7 50,000 people, 58.3 per cent of whom are workers 
and 14.2 per cent-peasants. 

The make-up of higher and local representative 
state bodies in those countries is similar. Workers, 
peasants and intellectuals-rather than profession­
al managers-form the overwhelming majority 
in s.uch bodies. The figures relevant to the USSR 
are given in another article of this collection, deal­
ing with the Communists' attitude towards State. 

The very social make-up of the Communist par­
ties and representative bodies of state power large­
ly predetermines the interests they must support, 
and the policy they have to pursue. It is impossible 
to imagine the industrialists and bankers who 
would sit in a bourgeois parliament and would not 
first take good care of their own interests. It is 
equally impossible to imagine the workers and 
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peasants who, united in the Communist Party and 
the representative bodies of state power, would 
not express and defend the interests of the work­
ing people. 

Marxism-Leninism is the ideology of the Com­
munist parties and their members. This philosophy 
is based on the theory of building socialism and, 
later on, communism which is the most humane 
and just system in the history of mankind. The 
very essence of the world outlook of the Commun­
ist Parties is that their ideology is aimed at en­
~uring, to the greatest extent, the material and sfJir­
ztual needs of the jJeople, at develofJing democra­
cy as fully as jJossible, and at involving the broad 
fJeof~le's masses into tlze management of social 
affazrs. This factor largely predetermines the gen­
era~ trend in the practical activities of both cen­
~r~ and local party organs and the rank and file. 
t~ <:~d, the _Communist parties have always moved 
C e 1 eologxcal criteria to the foreground; and 
ci;~m~nist~ themselves strictly follow the prin­
tren~ 0 ~xty of word and deed. The ideological 
very ~ an patterns of the Communist parties are 
in a 1~P01.rtant for ensuring a democratic system 

so~xa xst society. 
Obvxously 1 1. t . 

fi 1·t· • genera po xcy, not o menhon speci-Ic po 1 xcal d . . d . 
t . II ecxsxons, are not pre etermmed auto-rna Ica y It· 

Socl. · xs a more complex process, though the o-econ0 • 
Pol . . mxc and ideological basis of a general 

Icy IS an x'm f . . 1 
tl . 1 portant matter o pnnc1p e, and le SOCia m k b . , a e-up of the Party mem erslup and 
the peoples representative bodies certainly in­
fluence the choice of future political actions. This 
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process, based on the class aims and interests, is 
closely connected with the real situation in the 
country, and with the state of world affairs. It 
mirrors the way the Party leaders understand 
social priorities. Group and personal inte­
rests, as well as some other factors, sometimes 
influence this process. 

The Mechanism 
of Party Activities 

How does the ruling Com­
munist Party cope with the 
varied and complex func­

tions of a political leader of society, given that 
there is no opposition which would, as they say, 
expose the drawbacks and weak points of the lea­
dership? How does it actually ensure the interests 
of various social classes and working people's stra­
ta, nationalities and ethnic groups? The Commun­
ist Party handles this complicated problem on 
the basis of broad and multi-channel ties with the 
masses, a profoundly scientific approach to intri­
cate social problems, and the efficient democratic 
mechanism of Party activities. 

Naturally, this system was not formed over­
night. It improved and is still improving, like any 
novel mechanism. It did not guarantee the Party 
and society against any miscalculations or mis­
takes. But each comj1onent of the system of Party 
leaderslzifJ and the entire system itself abide by 
democratic methods. The Communist parties' pro­
cedure of dealing with social issues, and the estab­
lished relationship between the parties and the 
state and public bodies protect society from sub­
jective or arbitrary decisions. The negative phe­
nomena relevant to Stalin's personality cult in the 
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USSR, and a number of violations of legality in 
some other socialist countries, were a result of the 
departure from the principles declared and fol­
lowed by the Communists, rather than the conse­
quence of the one-party system. The subsequent 
measures adopted by the socialist countries consti­
tute firm guarantees against any recurrence of 
similar developments. 

All major social and state problems are consi­
dered at broad, representative Party forums, 
rather than by individuals or exclusive groups of 
Party leaders. This is an important condition of 
the right approach of the Communist parties to 
such problems. The Party organisations at facto­
ries, plants, collective farms, and various offices 
and institutions discuss the problems at hand 
jointly, with the participation of all members of 
these Party organisations, i.e. the most conscien­
tious and respected people in the working col­
lective. As to the city or other administrative or 
territorial Party organisations or the Communist 
Party as a whole, all outstanding issues are also 
discussed and solved collectively-at Party con­
ferences and congresses attended by the plenipo­
tentiaries of Party members. They are delegates 
elected_ fr~m the most experienced, competent and 
authontahve people. 

All the executive bodies of Party organisations 
at any level are also collective leaders. These bo­
dies range fro~ t~e Party bureaus and committees 
of local orgamsahons (at factories, collective farms 
and cooperatives, and offices and institutions) to 
the Party Central Committees. The Communist 
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parties allow none other but a collective procedure 
for dealing with all major problems. The Rules 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union con­
tain a special provision to this end, which specifies: 
"The cult of the individual and the violations of 
inner-Party democracy resulting from it must 
not be tolerated in the Party; they are incompat­
ible with the Leninist principles of Party life.'"} 

The fact that leading Party organs at any level 
arc elected, not appointed, helps greatly to ensure 
the democratic character of Party leadership. All 
Communists at Party meetings or their delegates 
at Party conferences and congresses enjoy the un­
restricted right to reject candidates named for the 
election to leading bodies. Candidates are elected 
by secret ballot. This procedure, stipulated in 
the Rules of the Communist parties, is being con­
sistently translated into reality, helping to staff 
Party committees with people who enjoy the con­
fidence and trust of both the Communists and 
the entire people. 

The representatives of the workers, peasants 
and other categories of the working people make 
a sizable proportion in the higher Party organs, 
such as Party congresses and conferences, the 
Central Committee, and various other Party com­
mittees. For example, the 24th CPSU Congress, 
held in 1971, was attended by 4,963 delegates, 
including 1,195 workers from various branches of 
industry, construction and transport: metallurgists, 
miners, machine-makers, textile workers, railroad 

,,_ The Road to Communism, Moscow, 1972, p. 609. 

3-2098 
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h . The Congress delegates also in-and ot exs. f 
men, 8 7 0 agricultural workers, 7 5 per cent o 
eluded were ordinary collective farmers and state 
whom kers The intelligentsia was represe:nted farm wor . . 1 l 
at the Congress by 597 scientists and l11gh~r sc 100 

teachers, 120 workers in public educabon and 
other cultural fields, including writers, composers, 
artists, and actors. 

The delegates to the 8th Congress of the Social­
ist Unity Party of Germany (1971) were 60 per 
cent workers; 79 per cent of the delegates were of 
working-class origin. This picture is quite typical 
for the higher Communist Party forums in other 
countries as well. 

. The institutes of Party leadership, state and so­
C_Ial management in the socialist community of na­
t~ons function in close accordance with the estab­
lished legal procedure. The CPSU Rules for 
exa~ple, provide for convening monthly Party 
~etmgs b.Y local Party organisations. And they 
imps~rtto ~1.scuss and adopt decisions on the most 
of the a~arl:sues pe~tai~ing to the life and work 
lective in h· orgax;nsat10n and the working col­
cal leader wh. IchFthls organisation provides politi-

s lp. •urthe 1 USSR S Soviet holds its s . rmoi:e, t le upreme 
crs and ap eshslons twice a year, and consid-

proves t e St t 1 f . 
/J{)IJJjc devcl a e p an or national ceo-

. ~ opment and the national budget each 
yt;w- and II. doerJ Ho ronsiHicnt\y. . 

:\1 lhf Hl\lllt lime, the ruling Commumst Party 
1 I \ , ·fica nee of the truly dem­

takcs inlo l\CC0\\1\t \ \e R\K\\\, ·' Hmcnt of the given 
f · [ 'ach cOl\\\ f ocratic unchons o · c . he crson o corres-

-;oci;l\ system. The Party m t P 



Communism: Questions 35 F. l'c!rcnko. 
and Answers One-Party or 11ulti-Party System? 

ponding Party organisations, takes special care 
that the opinion of the broadest possible sections 
of the people is heard and considered in each case 
and that the position, experience and interests of 
the working people are embodied to the fullest 
possible extent in adopted decisions, whether it 
be a session of the supreme representative body, 
called upon to consider the national policy guide­
lines, or a session of a village Soviet dealing with 
a small issue of improving the village services. 

Any Party committee, from the district level 
upwards, is also a rather broad collective body, 
made up of the representatives of all classes and 
social strata, including a considerable number of 
ordinary workers and peasants. The example of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is an 
ample practical illustration. Even the highest 
governing body of the CPSU includes 32 
workers and peasants; the regional, territorial and 
Union Republic Party committees are composed of 
28,400 Communists, 30 per cent of whom are 
workers and peasants; 363,200 people were elected 
to the area, city and district Party committees, of 
whom over -!2 per cent arc workers and 
peasants. 

The bodies elected in lower Party organisations 
are less numerous, though they necessarily follow 
the principle of collectivism. Such bodies exis.t in 
almost any enterprise or institution. 3,430 thou­
sand Communists, including 38,3 per cent of work­
ers and peasants, are members of Party commit­
tees and bureaus; secretaries or deputy secretaries 
of the local Party organisations and their subdivi-



36 F. Pctrcnko. 'ltlti-Party System? • m· Questions Onc·PMt}" or" t ' Communts . 
and An•wers 

p t leaders of lower Party groups. 
sions, and ar y nt for 50 per cent of 

k . nd peasants accou 
Wor ei s a b . f the Party bureau and com-
h t tal num ei o . . 

t ~ 0 b rs in local Party orgamsatwns. 
mtttee mem e .11. 1 or over 

ln other words, some 4 ml IOn reop e, 
95 per cent of the total membersh1r of t~e ?om­
- · t Party of the Soviet Union, mcludmg over mums . 
1 200,000 ordinary workers and peas~nts, me 
directly involved in the system ?f leadmg Par~y 

ans A similar situation exists m the Commumst org · . 1. . 
and Workers' Parties of other socta _tst countnes. 
The Z.Uojewodztwo (region) cmmmttees of the 
Polish United Workers' Party incluclccl 40 per 
cent of workers; the Powiatowe (district) commit­
tees, 33 per cent; and the bureaus of local Party 
organisations and the Party committees at indust­
rial enterprises, over 54 per cent. This rejnesenta­
tion of the Party masses in Party committees at 
every level and tlzeir close day-to-clay ties with 
their working collectives is not only a jnerequisite 
for the [Jrofoundly democratic nature of the entire 
PaTty activity-it also ex fnesses its essence. 

The Party committees apparatus, rather limited 
compared to the broad contingent of Party activ­
ists, plays an auxiliary (not the principal) role 
withi? the Communist parties and does not enjoy 
the nght to tackle policy-making problems and 
question_s of principle in practical Party activities. 
The achve functioning of Party organs, as the or­
gans of collective leadership, is the essential coun­
terbalance to the possible subjectivism of Party 
leaders and protects the Party and society from 

·~/,lilt' violations of their rights and interests. pm .. 
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But who can open the people's eyes to the mis­
takes and drawbacks of the ruling Party if there 
is no opposition? Indeed, who can assert that it 
could never make mistakes? 

Criticism 
-the Law 
of Party Life 

True, society and state 
management is so complex 
a process that it is rather 
difficult to exclude certain 

misjudgements or failures. V. 1. Lenin, founder 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and 
the first Head of Soviet Government, used to say 
that people who never commit mistakes did not 
and could not exist He said that political parties 
could also err. The most important thing, however, 
is their ability to expose all mistakes and short­
comings in both political and practical activities 
and correct them in good time. The Communist 
parties follow exactly this course of action, 
according to the dialectics of social development 
and the Party's responsibility before society. This 
course is ensured both ideologically and organisa­
tionally. 

Those familiar with Marxism-Leninism know 
that the critical method underlies all theory and 
practice in the Communist parties and reflects their 
essence. The Marxist-Leninist ideology teaches 
the Communists to proceed from the fact that 
nature and society develop through the struggle 
of the opposite forces, of the new and the old, of 
the emerging and the decaying, and that history 
advances by overcoming contradictions. A Com­
munist ideological principle is to discern the multi­
farious manifestations of these contradictions and 
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expose them in time. This principle ap~l~es equal­
ly to the outside worl~, ~o inn~r achvihes of the 
Communists and to socialist society. 

The Communist parties' Rules which lay clown 
the basic laws of Party life include the demand to 
encourage criticism, irrespective of individuals 
or their posts, as one of the main norms. These 
Rules provide for punishment of those who sup­
press criticism. All Communists enjoy the right to 
express their opinion as regards major Party pol­
icy issues. The CPSU Rules, for example, specify 
particularly that any Party member has the right 
" ... to discuss freely questions of Party policies 
and practical activities at Party meetings, confer­
ences and congresses, at the meetings of Party 
committees and in the Party press; to table mo­
tions; openly to express and uphold his opinion as 
long as the Party organisation concerned has 
not adopted a decision; ... to address any 
question, statement or proposal to any Party 
body, up to and including the CC CPSU, and 
t? demand an answer on the substance of his 
address":=· 

Mistakes and shortcomings in the activities of 
Party and state bodies are discussed at Party and 
general meetings, conferences and congresses of 
the P~rt~, trade-unions, youth and other public 
orgamsabons, and at sessions of the Soviets of 
Working Peop~e's Deputies. Critical articles arc 
regular! Y p~bhshed in the press and broadcast 
over the radw and television. Pick up any news-

•:· The Road to Communism, Moscow, 1972, pp. G00-01. 
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paper published in a socialist country, and you 
will s.ee that criticism from below is a constant 
and effective insurance for the normal functioning 
of the Party, State and society. 

Channels of communication between the Com­
munist parties and the masses are as multiple as 
the ways of verifying the correctness of Party 
policies. The Hungarian Socialist \Vorkers' Party, 
for example, practises the so-called "Party days" 
which prove a great success. These are regularly 
convened open Party meetings attended by non­
Party people who make up almost half (and often 
more) the total number of the participants. Cen­
tral and local newspapers and radio inform the 
population well in advance of the forthcoming 
meeting. Leading Party and state figures are in­
vited to attend such meetings and make state­
ments. Reports on vital political and economic 
issues are normally discussed in detail. The dis­
cussion reveals both the achievements and draw­
backs of Party and State activities. Later on, the 
competent bodies evaluate the results of such 
meetings and adopt the necessary measures to 
eliminate the shortcomings revealed. 

Apart from open Party meetings, various group 
discussions have become very popular in the Hun­
garian People's Republic. They are held by Party 
committees and various sections of the working 
people. There is no fixed agenda, and discussion 
is in the form of questions and answers. As in the 
case of open Party meetings, the results of this 
discussion are generalised and the practical prob­
lems raised are forwarded to leading Party bo-
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dies, ministries, departments or other authorities 
for appropriate action. . . 

The people criticised in the socialist countnes 
for committing mistakes in their work include fore­
men, team leaders, chairmen of agricultural co­
operatives, factory and store directors, and Party 
and state officials, up to and including ministers 
and members of Politburos of the Central Com­
mittees of Communist parties. 

A strict legal procedure exists in socialist coun­
tries: agencies, organisations and officials must 
legally respond to the substance of criticism, i.e., 
to rectify mistakes made, and make up for viola­
tions and shortcomings; besides, they must inform 
the newspaper, magazine or person criticising 
them of the measures taken to remedy the situa­
tion. 

Experience shows that self -criticism-another 
method of exposing and overcoming contradictions 
-is also very effective. Under socialism, a critic­
a_l analysis of one's activities became just as effec­
hve a means of eliminating shortcomings as exter­
nal criticism. Such a self-analysis convinces the 
working people that the man under criticism has 
~ade t_he first and very important step towards 
1mprovmg his attitude to work and enhances 
confidence and respect from other people. 

This mechanism of criticism and self-criticism 
which lzas become fmrt and jmrcel of tlze socialist 
jJOlitical system and which is continuously set into 
motion by many millions of Communists and non­
Party jJeojJle, more than comjJensates that seem­
ingly lost guarantee of democracy which some 
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fJeofJle traditionally associate with the existence 
of ofJIJOsition fmrties. 

All Party leadership bodies in the Communist 
parties, up to and including the Central Commit­
tee, arc accountable. All their actions are controlled 
by the Party and society. Party committees at 
every level !'uhmit reports on their activities within 
strictly determined periods. At factories, plants, 
offices and institutions, these reports are submit­
ted to a general meeting; within a certain ten·ito­
rial organisation-to a Party conference; and the 
Central Committees of Communist parties report 
to Party Congresses. It is the higher bodies of 
Party organisations and the Party as a whole­
general meetings of Communists, Party conferen­
ces and Congresses-that have the right and duty 
to critically analyse and evaluate the activities of 
their executive organs and to approve or disap­
prove of these activities. 

The activity of the Party and separate Party or­
ganisations is open to the scrutiny of both Com­
munists and non-Party people. The press, radio 
and television cover these activities in detail. Each 
issue of central and local newspapers contains 
the relevant information. 

A democratic approach to 
Study urgent development prob-
and Generalisation 1 h ) 
of People's Opinion ems facing t e state am 

society greatly depends, na-
turally, on the actual position of the Party. _It may 
either command and administer everythmg, or 
(which is quite another thing) effect its leadership 
skilfully, like an orchestra conductor. 
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The relationshifJ between tlze Communist Party 
and the 1·efJTesentative government bodies, state 
administmtion machinery and fmblic organisa­
tions, as laid down by the Constitutions of the so­
cialist countries and as existing in fJractice, has a 
democmtic, rather than administrative, character. 

The Communist Party is the leader of the 
masses; it is a collective political organiser of social 
life. The Communist Party, like many other par­
ties, drafts and submits its policy proposals for the 
people's approval. But these proposals, unlike 
those submitted by many other parties, are politi­
cally and scientifically substantiated for resolving 
urgent social problems. Whether they will be ap­
proved or rejected depends upon the will of the 
people, representative government bodies and pub­
lic organisations. 

The general policy of the Communist parties 
and all their initiatives, with just a few exceptions, 
evoke the positive response and general approval 
of various sections of the people. But this does not 
~appen because the Party exerts some kind of po­
hhcal pressure upon society, or influences people's 
opinions through the mass media and through 
Communists holcling important posts in state and 
public organisations. The Party's influence and 
a_utho_rity stem, first and foremost, from the posi­
!IOns It upholds. The Communist Party upholds the 
mterests of every working man, of the entire 
peo~le in both high-level politics and everyday 
aff atrs. 

However, to maintain that making political de­
cisions in socialist society with only one ruling 
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political party excludes debate and clash of opin­
ion would be an over-simplification. 

Naturally, social ownership of the implements 
and means of production and the transfer of power 
to the people have created a favourable and de­
cisive prerequisite for the interests of all classes 
and social strata to merge, and for a close social 
and political unity of the people. But given the 
fullest possible community of interests and aims, 
there is still the problem of coordinating them and 
attaining them by the best possible means. 

The comparison of different oj1inions, the quest 
for the ofJtimal alternative, freedom of discussion 
and criticism-this is the democratic way towards 
unity under both the communist one-party system, 
and in a socialist society where the Communist 
Party effects leadershijJ in collaboration with the 
democratic fmrties. The study and generalisation 
of the fJeofJle's opinions and experience, the 
afJ/Jroval of the viewpoint shared by the majority, 
rather than the rejection of dissidents-this is the 
method of worhing out and adofJting political 
decisions by the Communist Party and socialist 
slate at all levels. 

Months of discussion, preceding the adoption of 
their Programmes by the CPSU and other frater­
nal Communist parties, when thousands of sug­
gestions and proposals were made; discussion, by 
the entire people, of the most important bills rang­
ing from labour laws to land legislation; wide pub­
lic discussion, in almost all European socialist 
countries, of the poor management of national 
economies that resulted in the economic reforms 
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of the late 60-s and in the introduction of new 
systems of planning and economic incentives­
these are only a few features of the method which 
helps the Communists sec and take account of the 
complexities and dialectical contradictions in­
volved in building a new society. 

Thus, the social relations and the corresponding 
political system under socialism, together with the 
ideological policies and organisational set-up of 
the Communist Party itself, ensure a situation 
where the socialist one-party system, far from 
limiting democracy guarantees its development. 
This is how the close unity of the Communist Par­
ty and the people, which has become the most 
characteristic feature of socialist system, is taking 
shape and gaining strength. 



By G. Volkov 

CAN SOCIALISM PREVENT 
AN "ECOLOGICAL CRISIS"? 

Does anyone bear 
the responsibility 
for an "ecological 
crisis"?-
In search of new 
principles for 
dealing with 
nature.-
"Man's inorganic 
body" .-Experience 
and its lessons.­
Ways 

In recent years, the problem 
of whether man is undermin­
ing the basis of his own 
existence by his industrial 
activity, i.e., destroying na­
ture, polluting the environ­
ment, interfering with the 
established processes in the 
biosphere, is being discussed 
with a growing sense of 
alarm. All this may have 
catastrophic consequences if 
no preventive measures are 
taken against an "ecological 
crisis". What are its causes? 
It is no secret that the same 
machinery, technology and 
resources are utilised both 
under capitalism and 
socialism .... 

of harmonisation.­
Communism 
and nature. 
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People often think and talk of nature as some­
thing resisting, opposing, alien and even hostile to 

On the Way 
to Doomsday 

man, something that one al­
ways has to "fight", "con­
quer", "subdue" and "domi-
nate." 

These words, taken from the vocabulary of 
social antagonism, reveal the origin of such an 
attitude to nature, which is a feature of the 
decaying capitalist society in the world as a 
whole. 

Capitalism gave rise to powerful industry which 
has made the vigorous, massive transformation of 
nature a reality, of which a "pre-industrial" man 
dared not even dream. But the same capitalism 
also produced the spirit of utilitarianism and a 
narrow pragmatic approach which stimulated and 
channeled the social energy of "private initiative", 
and caused nature to be regarded merely as an 
utilitarian object of severe exploitation. In a so­
ciety where men confronted each other as compet­
itors or rivals, they cannot help but treat nature 
as. a hostile, alien force. Nature is considered as 
a source of raw materials which should be taken at 
any price, as soon as possible and at minimum ex­
pense. If a system of "sweat-squeezing" is applied 
to th_e worker, t~en the "resources-squeezing" 
doctnne comes qUite naturally in relation to na­
ture. 

_In this society, man forgets his blood relation­
slup to Mother Nature. He is no longer her re­
spectful son, and considers the outbursts of her ele­
mental forces as evidence of her despotic yoke. He 
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i~ passionately striving to "hit back" and impose 
Ius power over nature. The humble slave of yester­
year, who grovelled before her in humiliation and 
pleaded the stern, supreme sovereign-nature mer­
cy and indulgence on his knees, has reo·ained his 
spirits and confidently settles his he:vy, ham­
mered boot of industry on her lap. 

No matter how awesome the achievements of 
industry at the turn of the 20th century seemed to 
the contemporary generation, the impact of that 
technological progress on the Planetary laborato­
ry of nature, this mighty circulation of natural 
substances, was so limited in scale that it could be 
compared to the amount of water which one river 
brings into the ocean. 

Nowadays, however, tens and hundreds of thou­
sands of tons of petrochemicals, black oil, tar and 
other industrial wastes arc literally daily drained 
into rivers, seas and oceans; instead of isolated 
smoke clouds smudging the sky, dense smog hangs 
over sprawling urban settlements; forests are 
rapidly disappearing and exhausted quarries are 
spreading like a cancer tumour; radioactive decay 
products have started accumulating in the flora 
and fauna. 

Industrial interference into the affairs of nature 
is intensifying and broadening. 50 years ago, only 
some West European states and the US had a de­
veloped technological basis. Now the majority of 
countries have taken the path of active and rapid 
industrial development and are turning from ag­
rarian into industrialised states. Industrialisation 
assumes virtually global scale. 
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There is another important consideration. Years 
ago, science, technology and the economy develop­
ed so gradually that generations of people were 
born, lived and died under almost unchanging 
conditions of work and life; in our age, people 
born by the light of a kerosene lamp could witness 
the mushroom cloud of an atomic explosion, bright­
er than a hundred suns, and man's first steps on 
the Moon. New ideas, which could radically trans­
form the life of our sons and grandsons, as well as 
the life of our own generation in I 0 to 20 years, 
are being developed in research laboratories all 
over the world. 

The intensification, acceleration and the global 
scale assumed by scientific and technological prog­
ress are leading to the rapid spread of nature's 
transformation by man. This makes us think seri­
ously about not only what material wealth we 
are leaving for the coming generations, but the 
kind of environment we shall leave behind us. 
The time has come for an urgent "reappraisal 
of values", i.e., re-examination of those principles 
upon which our relationship with nature was 
built. 

No matter how scrupulously and efficiently man 
utilises natural resources, they are finite on our 
planet. If they are wrenched from the natural ro­
~ation of substances, they are irreplaceable. _Th~re 
IS already a shortage of industrial and dnnkmg 
water in many areas of our planet. In the foresee­
able, though rather distant, future oil, iron, coal, 
non-ferrous metals and timber resources may be 
exhausted. 
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Western sociologists and economists are showing 
an understandable concern over an "ecological 
crisis". In recent years many interesting works 
evoking a gloomy picture of the savage devasta­
tion of nature, and no less gloomy forecasts have 
appeared. But who is to be blamed in the conflict 
with nature? Technology and industry themselves 
seem to be guilty. And here, apparently, nothing 
can be done. Capitalism and socialism are equally 
guilty and equally responsible. Such is allegedly 
the nature of "technological civilisation": we arc 
making our lives ever more comfortable at the ex­
flense of nature, which will inevitably be degrad­
ed. Such are the arguments in capitalist countries 
which are also used to explain the social collisions 
aggravated by the scientific and technological re­
volution. The argument is based on the fact that 
man has made a fetish of science and technology. 

Of course, much depends on technology, the 
level of its development, on the standard of know­
ledge embodied in its advancement and on our 
experience and abilities to make use of this tech­
nology and to manage it rationally. But one should 
not be drawn into the world of myths and fairy­
tales and attribute technology with the ghostly 
life of vampires and demons. It should not be 
accused of vices which arc a direct cause of the 
deficiency of a certain system of human society, 
its inability to organise an exchange of substances 
with nature on a rational, planned and scientific 
basis. 

Indeed, how could this task be solved if in cap­
italist countries land and its resources are divid-
4-2098 
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ed among property owners who fiercely compete 
with each other? With such competition, not only 
docs man confront man and capital stand vs. cap­
ital, but the natural resources belonging to one 
company oppose those of another. A chemical con­
cern, for example, considers it none of its business 
if its plants are poisoning rivers and the atmos­
phere. 

How could this problem possibly be solved when 
maximum profits, profit at any cost, and not the 
interests and destinies of the population are the 
goals of production? When the inhabitants of in­
dustrial districts in Buffalo (New York) started a 
movement to clean the air, the rivers and the 
lakes around the city, the executives of Bethlehem 
Steel called a public press conference. They de­
manded lower taxes to be levied on Bethlehem 
Steel, high productivity by the workers in their 
plants and an end to all "prodding" of Bethlehem 
Steel about cleaning the environment. In other 
words, the workers have to pay for the expensive 
measures to clean the environment. Now and then, 
the_ owners confront the working people with an 
ultimatum: "Take it or leave it! You have a choice 
of clean air, clean water and no jobs, or polluted 
air ?nd_ water, shorter lives and possible jobs."':· 
C_apltahs~, in an antagonistic contradiction, ine­
:~t~bl:' bnngs about a clash between the interests 

til ther development of production-and con­
sequently, of material maintenance of working 

,:. World Marxist Review, 1972, No. 8, p. 13. 
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people-and the interests of society in respect of 
euvironmental protection. 

Is it not therefore clear that capitalism is to be 
blamed for the approaching world ';ecological cri­
sis"? Capitalism has been the dominant system on 
our planet for two or three centuries and it con­
tinues to control a large share of the earth's ter­
ritory. But by now, the most industrialised coun­
tries of the capitalist world already consume more 
oxygen from the atmosphere than the vegetation 
of these countries can regenerate. Is it not a fact 
that the "contribution" of the US alone to the 
total contamination of our planet amounts to about 
40 per cent? Is it not imperialism which bears a 
responsibility for the savage plunder of natural 
resources of former semi-colonial and colonial na­
tions? Is it not true that such pillage continues to 
be carried out in some under-developed countries 
still in the imperialist orbit? Did not the US wage 
an "ecological warfare" in Vietnam by purpose­
fully des.troying the flora and fauna of this long­
suffering country? 

Even American ecologists agree that a huge, 
tenfold increase in environmental pollution ex­
perienced in the United States over 25 postwar 
years has not only been a result of the population 
growth and production increase (which have gone 
up by almost 40 per cent). The most important 
cause is the specific changes in the technology of 
industrial and agricultural production whereby 
many natural products have been replaced by 
man-made articles; cars on average have become 
more powerful, and many new technological pro-
4• 
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cesses have been introduced. Still the main cause 
of these changes has been the desire to make big-
ger profits. . 

It is imperialism that bears the full responsi­
bility for the radiological contamination of the 
earth's atmosphere and the world ocean. In 1968 
alone, Britain, Belgium, West Germany, France 
and the Netherlands dumped 11,000 tons of ra­
dioactive wastes in untested containers into the 
Atlantic. The water used for cooling nuclear reac­
tors at Hanford is drained down the Columbia 
river into the Pacific Ocean. In England, con­
taminated effluents from nuclear installations arc 
discharged into the Irish Sea, and those from the 
French power reactors- into the RhOne and the 
Mediterranean. Despite the protests voiced by 
the public the world over, in August 1970, the US 
authorities dumped 418 large-size containers of 
nerve gas into the Atlantic. 

Contamination of the environment has assumed 
such an alarming scale that many capitalist coun­
tries recently started a nature-protection cam­
paign. The state assumes the role of a supreme 
arbiter and a "supervisor", tries, by means of fines 
and taxes, to put certain limits on the "gangsters 
of the biosphere", and sets up relevant ministries 
and commissions. The big question is how effective 
are these measures when the land, natural resources 
and the means of production remain as private 
property. This is why the Commu~ist parties in 
capitalist countries are linking the1r struggle for 
the healthy environment with the fight against the 
capitalist form of ownership. This is why peo{>le 
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all over the world are asking whether the human 
race will be able to escape ecological deadlock 
if the capitalist way of life and production organi­
sation is here to stay? 

The more the human race and the technical 
tools of its existence are growing in number, the 
more our Earth becomes like the Planet of the Lit­
tle Prince in the book by Saint-Exupery. The Prince 
was concerned with unearthing baobab seeds: 
"A baobab is something you will never, never be 
able to get rid of if you attend to it too late. It 
spreads over the entire planet. It bores clear 
through it with its roots. And if the planet is too 
small, and the baobabs are too many, they split it 
in pieces .... "=:· 

No, "baobabs" are by no means the symbol of 
technological civilisation. They are the symbol of 
its negative sides, they are its weeds which arc to 
be spotted and uprooted in time. 

Mankind has arrived at a point where the roads 
arc diverging. If we blindly follow the road we 
have previously taken, and proceed along it at 
an ever increasing pace of scientific and techno­
logical revolution without paying the slightest at­
tention to its "weeds", we are sure to become like 
that idler who failed to uproot in time three bao­
bab seedlings on his planet. This is one way. 
There is every reason to believe that mankind 
will not take it, since it will remove its blinkers 

,,. Antoine de Saint-Exupery, The Little Pri1lce, Pen­
guin Books, 1965, p. 26. 
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and realise more and more clearly what the end 
of this road looks like. . . 

There is yet another road, and the soctabst 
countries have already taken it. 

More than a hundred years 
New Principle ago, the young Marx for-
of Dealing mulated his environmental 
with Nature f1 d · · 

credo, re ecte m a prects:, 
aphoristic, and picturesque phrase "N alure 1s 
man's inorganic body".'~ 

What does it mean? Let us try to unearth the 
essence of Marx's definition. 

Nature is man's body. This means, first of all, 
that nature and mankind form an integral and 
living unity. Human society cannot exist and 
develop outside nature, as man cannot think with­
out a brain. If man develops the tools. of think­
ing-comprehension, memory and habits of me­
diation by utilising the energy of his brain mat­
ter-he similarly develops the tools of his external 
activity, the whole of technology, by resorting to 
nature's materials. 

And if by doing so man inflicts irreplaceable 
losses on nature, then these losses represent a 
damage to his own inorganic body and this 
equals to blood-letting and exhausting his own 
organs of activity. 

In Russian fairy-tales, the hero, someone like 
Prince I van or I van the Fool, finds himself in a 
desperate situation when flying on back of an 

,,. Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Collected Works, Vol. 3, 
Moscow, 1975, p. 276. 
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eagle: in order to reach his destination at any cost, 
he has to feed it by cutting pieces of his own body. 
But, happily, Ivan's flig-ht lasts not so long. Man­
kind which is flying on the wings of the scientific 
and technological progress is not at all going to 
stop either in 10 or 50 or 100 years. Here one will 
not be able to fly for long by exhausting· one's own 
body, even if it is inorganic. 

The present greedy, couldn't-care-less attitude 
to nature is a form of social cannibalism, "dis­
memberment" and crime against the life and 
health of the present and future generations. And 
this idea must be made cristal clear, if mankind is 
to avoid killing the goose that lays the golden egg. 

What is there to be done? To declare war on 
the "iron-and-fire-spitting dragon" of industry 
and technical progress? Or to repeat the "Back to 
Nature" call made by Jean-Jacques Rousseau? 

Such calls are made in the West but few people 
take them seriously: one cannot turn back the 
wheel of history and jump off the soaring rocket 
of scientific and technological progress. Hence, the 
question is where to steer this rocket. 

And here we return to the image created by 
Marx. If nature is man's body, he is free to treat 
it differently. One can waste away one's health, 
all the living resources of the body and thus to 
make one's death closer. One can, on the other 
hand, develop one's muscles and living organs, 
train them and perfect their ability to restore the 
spent energy and living resources. 

The history of human civilisation has passed 
through different stages in its attitude to nature. 
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Antique philosophy, has, for example, most con­
sistently expressed the view that man is insep­
arable from nature, is part of it and therefore 
its laws are his laws. At that time, it stood to 
reason that man needed to apprehend nature not 
in order to hold sway over it, but to enjoy the 
beauty and harmony of the Universe, to find his 
place and his bearings in the world. Or, as Plato 
wrote, it is necessary to apprehend nature in or­
der "that we might observe the circuits of intelli­
gence in the heaven and profit by them for the 
revolutions of our own thought, which are akin 
to them",':· or in other words, one "should bring 
the intelligent part, according to its pristine na­
ture, into the likeness of that which intelligence 
discerns, and thereby win the fulfilment of the 
best life set by the gods before mankind both for 
this present time and for the time to come"':·::-. 

Capitalism and industrial production have giv­
en rise to another view, other aims, referred to 
above, i.e., to apprehend nature in order to change 
it to one's liking, subdue it to one's needs, enslave 
it, to snatch away its secrets by means of expe­
riment and break it down by means of industry. 

Finally, in the present epoch of transition from 
capitalism to socialism, a complete change of atti­
tude towards nature becomes all the more urgent: 
it must be regarded as a living organism embrac­
ing human society. We therefore have to appre-

,,. Plato's Cosmology. The "Timaeus" of Plato translated 
with a running commentary. London. 1937, p. 158. 

,,.,,. Ibid., p. 354. 
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hend nature and society as something uniform and 
indivisible, to control nature's elemental forces 
and to orient them to s.ociety's benefits, or to put 
it more mildly, to "tame" nature, as man once 
tamed wild animals to their mutual advantage, 
and to enter organically into nature's life. This 
means that both the tools of human activity 
and its technical means and scientific methods 
have to undergo certain changes. 

Mankind is at the threshold of social maturity, 
it cannot and should not treat any longer its own 
"body" as a hostile force to be enslaved and 
squeezed like a lemon. The human race is searching 
for a path to the harmonious union of industry and 
nature, of man and his environment, a union in 
which man and his inorganic body would find 
optimal conditions for their infinite development. 

Let us now see the basis on which socialist so­
ciety builds its relations with nature. Let us an­
swer the main question whether or not it has at its 
disposal greater possibilities to regulate these rela­
tions than has capitalism. 

The decisive factor is that under socialism, na­
ture and its resources belong not to fJrivale com­
fmnies and fJersons, but to society as a whole, 
it is a national property. 

The development of socialist production is de­
termined not by the law of getting the maximum 
profit, but by the interests of the working P.eol?le, 
of the whole nation. This is why under soCiahsm 
there are no-and cannot be any-unresolved 
contradictions between the effort to obtain a profit 
and the necessity to protect the environment, 
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between the selfish interests of entrepreneurs and 
the interests of society as a whole. 

The development of capitalist production is 
mainly influenced by contradictory economic in­
terests and only to a limited degree is controlled 
by society and the state. The development of a 
socialist economic system, on the other hand, is 
purposely controlled centrally and on a scientific 
basis. 

Since under socialism, nature and industry arc 
in the hands of one owner (society), it becomes 
possible to effect a unified, state and planned con­
trol over their interrelation, to carry out complex 
and long-range planning, to make precise cal­
culations of consumed and regenerated natural 
resources, of distribution and utilisation of pro­
ductive forces, taking into account not only purely 
economic, but social and ecological factors as 
well. 

The foregoing docs not imply that a socialist 
society has none of its own special difficulties in 
relations with nature. Socialist countries are en­
countering contradictions between the urgent need 
to step up the rates of scientific and technolog­
ical progress, to accelerate the development of 
material production, and the necessity to allocate, 
at the same time, considerable sums for protecting 
and restoring the environment. Sometimes, enter­
prises and ministries, in utilising natural resources, 
are being guided by their narrow routine and bu­
reaucratic interests. Hasty, incompetent decisions, 
which do not take into consideration the whole 
complex of possible consequences of our industrial 



Communism: Questions 59 G. Volkov. 
and Answers Sociali•m an1l the Environment 

interference with nature, may also play a negative 
part. 

However, these contradictions and shortcomings 
are in the nature of "pains of growth", and they 
are not in themselves the product of a socialist 
system. On the contrary, they result from the fact 
that not all the advantages of this system are yet 
fully utilised. 

As socialist society is developing and reach­
ing maturity, it endeavours to forge a new rela­
tionship with nature, increasingly discarding 
the utilitarian approach. 

From the very first days of 
Soviet 
Experience 

its existence, the Soviet state 
regarded nature as a na-

tional property, which should be kept intact and 
enlarged. Lenin himself elaborated the basic prin­
ciples of utilising natural resources. During the 
first few years of Soviet power, he signed 94 de­
crees and laws relevant to protecting the environ­
ment and utilising natural resources. On his initia­
tive, such documents as "The Basic Law on 
Forests", "On Protecting Fishing and Hunting 
Grounds in the Arctic Ocean and the White Sea", 
"On Protecting Natural Monuments, Gardens and 
Parks" were adopted. During Lenin's lifetime, 
the first 6 national game reserves were set up in 
the country. At present there are huge state 
preserves all over the USSR territory. 

These and other measures have proved to be 
rather effective. In tsarist Russia, rapacious an­
nihilation of the wild life led to virtual disappear­
ance of the sable, beaver, otter, marten, saiga and 
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elk. Now there are hundreds of thousands. of these 
animals in the country. In numerous state fish and 
animal breeding farms, valuable species are reared 
which are later released into forests and reser­
voirs. Millions upon millions of hectares of land 
are planted systematically with trees and shrub­
bery. 

The Soviet Union was first in the world to set 
maximum permissible rates of concentration of 
hazardous substances in the atmosphere. In the 
USSR, the law forbids a new industrial unit to be 
commissioned unless its effluent-purifying instal­
lations are in operation. 

Moscow is very proud of its air, which is clean­
er than in any other major European city. How 
was this achieved? During the last decade, about 
300 air polluting enterprises have been either 
moved into the countryside or reconstructed. In 
Moscow (and in other big cities of the country) 
all power-stations start operating on low-sulphur 
fuel in order to reduce the content of sulphur an­
hydride in the atmosphere. 

One of the reasons why the air in Soviet cities 
has become cleaner is due to the widespread intro­
duction of pipe-lines binding natural gas to in­
dustries and homes. The development of central­
heating systems servicing the population of the 
Soviet Union has assumed such a scale that it 
has no match in any capitalist country. This has 
made it possible to get rid of tiny boiler-rooms 
which used to pollute the air. 

The state has achieved a considerable reduction 
in air contamination not only in Moscow and Le-
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ningrad but in such industrial centres as Gorky, 
Magnitogorsk, Donetsk, Krivoi Rog, Cherepovets, 
amongst others. 

In the Soviet Union, much has been and is be­
ing done to protect and clean the rivers and lakes. 
Such work is carried out in accordance with the 
recently adopted basic laws concerning the use of 
water and land resources. During five years, 
670 complex purifying installations with a 
daily capacity of 3 million m3 have been 
constructed in the Volga and Ural river 
basins. There are also purifying installations 
which extract chemical elements from effluents. 
The state spends large sums of money for such 
purposes. From 1973 to 1976, around 700,000,000 
rubles are to be spent on constructing purifying in­
stallations at 421 industrial enterprises located in 
the Volga and Ural river basins. By 1980, it is 
planned to stop dumping untreated or insuf­
ficiently cleaned domestic and industrial ef­
fluents in all towns located in this basin. 

Such undertakings are not only costly but they 
produce no immediate economic effect. From the 
utilitarian point of view, the outlays for the pro­
tection of the environment and its restoration may 
seem to be unjustified. Still the socialist state 
spends large amounts of money since it follows 
the guidelines of a broader social criterion-to 
create healthy environment not only for the pre­
sent generation but for the generations to come. 
People's life, health, and ability to work is the 
most precious wealth, the "capital" of socialist 
society. This being so, then clean air and water, 
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forests and all other resources of nature, with 
which man comes into a physical and spiritual 
contact, are really invaluable. 

Such a view of man's relationship with nature, 
which is now widely and universally accepted in 
the socialist countries, has not always been a guid­
ing principle in economic life: several unsound 
projects have been carried out which brought 
damages both to nature and society. Such, for 
example, was the case with the construction of 
the Sevan Hydro-Power Station in Armenia. As 
a result of the dam built there, the existence of 
a unique mountain lake was threatened. Now 
some costly measures have to be taken to raise the 
water level in the lake. 

Several years ago, the Soviet public began to 
show concern over the building of a large timber­
processing complex on the shores of the Lake Bai­
kal in Siberia, a unique masterpiece of nature. 
It was feared that the effluents drained from this 
plant would deaden all forms of life in the lake. 
The USSR Government recognised the fears voiced 
?Y the public. It issued a special decree provid­
mg for effective purification of effluent waters. 
Some other measures have been undertaken to pro­
tect !he lake's environment. It was decided to stop 
floatmg logs down all the rivers falling into the 
Baikal. Measures are presently being taken to 
remove t~e sunken logs from the lake. The organs 
of state mspection and scientists are keeping a 
close watch over the administrators' observance 
of the adopted measures, and sound the alarm 
in case of any violation. 
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Socialist society is able to build its relationship 
with nature on the basis of a comjJlex approach. 
Preventive measures represent a whole complex 
of tasks (concerning forests, rivers and lakes, air 
transport, location of industrial enterprises, prin­
ciples of town planning, use of natural resources) 
adjusted within a unified state plan. 

The same approach is adopted in specific re­
gions. On the territory of industrial complexes, na­
ture, population points, and the location of indus­
trial projects are all linked to a single plan. Thou­
sands of Soviet geographers, economists, sociolo­
gists and administrators are working in close co­
operation to improve the organisation of timber in­
dustries in Siberia, oil industries-down the Volga 
River, and iron and steel plants-in the Ukraine 
and the Urals. 

In socialist countries, the protection of nature is 
a matter of concern for both the state and the 
people. In view of this, numerous public inspection 
committees and posts have been set up at many 
industrial enterprises in the USSR. Students, 
schoolchildren and young workers actively parti­
cipate in various measures aimed at nature con­
servation. Recently created Society of Nature 
Conservation sponsors so-called "people's univer­
sities" and "faculties of nature conservation" all 
over the country. During the past five years, 
members of the society have delivered almost 
2,000,000 lectures. 

It is appropriate to finish an expose of Soviet 
experience with a quotation from the Report of 
the CC CPSU to the Party's 24th Congress 
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h' ch succinctly defines the Soviet Communists' 
w 11·cy for dealing with nature: "As we take steps 
po 1 'fi h · 1 to speed up scienti. 1c and tee m~a pr?gress, we 
must see to it that 1t should combme With the ra­
tional treatment of natural resources and should 
not cause dangerous air and water pollution or 
exhaust the soil. The Party demands most em­
phatically that the planning and economic bodies 
and design organisations, all our cadres, should 
keep the question of nature protection within their 
field of vision when designing and building new 
enterprises or improving the work of existing ones. 
Not we alone, but the coming generations should 
also be able to use and enjoy all the gifts of our 
country's splendid natural environment. We are 
~lso prepared to participate in collective interna­
t~onal schemes for nature protection and the ra­
honal use of natural resources".::· 

We have very briefly described the experience 
of the Soviet Union. Similarly, the problem of 
man's r~lat~onship with nature in the contempo­
ra~·y scientific. and technological revolution is 
bcmg solved m other socialist countries. These 
countries coordinate their efforts in environmen­
tal protection and restoration of the natural re­
sources. Scientific and technical cooperation within 
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance is 
organised with due regard to the problems of 
environmental protection. Any positive experience 
in solving these problems obtained by each of 
these countries is shared within the whole social-

•:· 24th Congress of tlze CPSU, Moscow, 1971, pp. 69-70. 
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ist community. Socialist states are the sponsors of 
tackling environmental problems on a world 
scale. They were the first to move these problems 
for discussion at the United Nations. The first 
large-scale international meeting devoted to 
this question, the Symposium of the UN Eco­
nomic Commission for Europe, was also held 
on the initiative of a socialist country (Czechos­
lovakia) in May 1971. 

Problems, 
Searches, 
Prospects 

Communists consider that 
restoration and conserva­
tion of nature is only half 
the problem. We have no 

intention of freezing our technical and economic 
advance. We arc aiming at an equilibrium be­
tween nature and society, but this equilibrium 
should be dynamic and not static. It is not meant 
to restrict the scientific and technological revolu­
tion but to lead it along a path which is safe, but 
provides rapid movement. 

Are there any possibilities for this? Yes, there 
are some quite tangible ones, opened up by the 
development of science and technology. But as 
we have shown, only a society where there are 
no contradictory interests on the part of private 
owners exploiting nature, a society which, in start­
ing up production, builds its relations with nature 
on a unified plan the essence of which is to take 
care of the environment for the coming genera­
tions, may realise the full extent of these possibil­
ities. 

As man makes the transition from an imperfect 
technology to a sophisticated one, he will possess 
5-2098 
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an ever growing range of possibilities for hanno-
nising his relations with nature. . 

As Antoine Saint-Exupery rightly pomtcd out, 
we are just starting to get used to the house 
called "technical civilisation". This house is not 
yet too cosy, since the new way of life is taking 
shape too rapidly and all novelties are causing 
discord in the household. 

Society may channel the development of tech­
nical means in such a way that they would improve 
not only from the economic point of view, but 
would meanwhile organically and quite naturally 
"become part" of man's life and work, on the one 
hand, and nature, on the other. 

Take, for example, one of the most perilous 
blind alleys of "technical civilisation"-the prob­
lem of industrial waste. It is rapidly growing 
along with stepped-up production, and it is this 
waste that threatens to turn land into a dump 
yard, rivers-into gutters and the air-into dense 
smog. 

Where 
way out? 

IS a reliable and economically effective 

. The. de.velopment of technology itsel~ prompts 
1t. It hes m the complete elimination of mdustrial 
waste, just as there are no wastes on board a 
space-ship. In other words wastes may be re­
cycled; liquid effl.uents, afte; purification, may be 
reused. They are Included into a closed technolog­
ic"'.! circulation cycle, similar to the one existing 
in nature. There art: ~xamnles of such closed-cir­
cuit technology. The world is aware of the nega­
tive consequences of building huge thermal and 
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electric power plants, the unit capacities of which 
are reaching tremendous figures. In future, man­
kind will consume hundreds and thousands times 
more electricity than at present. If we produce it 
by traditional methods, we shall be obliged to usc 
exhaustively all the energy from rivers and to 
burn all the fuel available. In such a case, this 
industry alone will endanger the climatic and 
atmospheric conditions of man's existence. 

Luckily, modern science offers some hope of 
solving even this problem. After successfully test­
ing the Soviet "Tokomak" machine, the pros­
pect of building fusion power plants has become a 
reality. The advantage of such electric power 
plants lies, first of all, in the fact that they will 
produce energy by using the fuel whose resources 
are practically inexhaustible: deuterium, i.e., heavy 
water. The efficiency of such power plants will 
range from 60 to 90 per cent. 

It seems, however, that the most important as­
pect of such a method of energy production lies 
in the fact that it will not pollute the environment 
and will remove the possibility of radioactive 
contamination which always exists in operating 
nuclear power plants. Moreover, by using the 
flow of heated gas expelled by a fusion reactor, 
it would be possible, according to some experts, 
to destroy varied industrial wastes and then to 
separate out the required elements for their later 
reuse in production. 

Automobiles with internal combustion engines 
pollute the atmosphere of cities, but designers are 
already working out designs for electromobiles. 
5" 
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Tremendous noise which may be he~rd in many 
workshops is detrimental to the worker ~health, but 
this evil could be eliminated by chan~mg over. to 
new te~hnology (for example, [rom dte stampmg 
to castmg), and in future by creating closed, ~ul­
ly automated, distance-controlled technological 
hnes. Many chemical plants producing hazardous 
substances already have semi- or completely 
closed technological lines. 
~he most vivid example of creating technology 

wht~h completely excludes any pollution. of the 
environment is offered by the USSR uramum in­
dustry where closed cycles using new extracting 
and sorbtion processes were introduced from its 
very outset. 

'!he use of pesticides in agriculture is causing a 
senous c If b h' k' th oncern. One consoles oncse Y t m mg 
t at such application of chemicals is only a 
Nmporary feature of agricultural development. 

b. ewh, more effective and man-safe biological and 
lOC e · l pla t mtca means of stimulating the growth of 

fro n s and animals and of their protection 

Peam weeds, pests and bacteria are sure to ap­
r. 

d On.ebWestern author in his science fiction story 
escn e th a 1 s e return of astronauts to Earth after 

cenotng .space mission. During their absence, several 
unes h d ing t a passed and astronauts were expect-

the 0 see tremendous technological progress. But 
ydwere disappointed to see quiet forests, calm 

mea ows d h l an picturesque landscape on t e old 
I~ an:t. T~ey could not spot any factories, roads or 
1 oanng htghways. With the creation of a techno-
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logically new means of communication, enabling 
people living on the opposite sides of the globe 
to come easily into contact with each other, long­
distance voyages turned out to be of no use and 
people rode specially-bred animals to pay visits 
to the neighbours. Quite different kinds of animals, 
plants and bacteria produced all the foodstuffs, 
clothes and household articles needed by people. 
In other words, the biological civilisation, which 
offers a harmonic unity with nature and creates 
the best conditions for the moral and physical 
development of man, has come to replace the in­
dustrial civilisation. 

Of course, one can question the precise details 
of futuristic life, as they are set out in the story; 
nevertheless many naturalists, sociologists and 
ecologists believe that in the future biological 
methods will acquire prime importance. 

At a time when cybernetics, bionics, engineer­
ing psychology and industrial design are trying 
to give man's working environment "a human 
face", there already exist interesting prospects and 
possibilities of improving man's natural environ­
ment. 

The world, "created by the Deity" is far from 
man's ideal abode, and it needs a thorough shake­
up. Let us take the Soviet Union. Its territory to­
tals 22,300,000 sq. km., but a huge portion of it 
is desert, semi-desert, tundra, and forest-tundra. 
Out of the total 240 million hectares of arable 
land many tens of millio~s ?f hectares arc subject 
to either constant or penod1cal droughts. Besides, 
due to low average temperature, in the USSR the 
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growing season of crops is on average longer than, 
for example, in the USA. 

Should Soviet man put up with the situation? 
Of course, not. Much has already been done, for 
example, the irrigation and planting trees in the 
arid regions of the Central Asia and down the 
Volga River, the drainage of malarial marshlands 
in Kolkhida (Georgia) and planting of protective 
forest-belts. The development of science and engi­
neering gives new powerful means for performing 
such transformations. 

For example, the problem of controlled climate 
becomes an urgent matter. Soviet people are now 
capable of preventing hails which used to inflict 
serious damage to vineyards in Moldavia. In a 
number of places, forest fires are extinguished by 
means of artificially induced rainfalls. But these 
are only the first steps. We can not even yet make 
absolutely reliable weather forecasts. The solution 
of this problem alone would greatly facilitate 
agricultural development, while a controlled cli­
mate would mean a tenfold increase in agricultu­
ral produce. 

Various projects aimed at radical climatic 
transformation were discussed in the Soviet press. 
They included melting ice in the Arctic Ocean, 
transfer of waters of certain Siberian rivers into 
the Central-Asian deserts, changing the direction 
of some warm and cold ocean currents, develop­
ment of "artificial suns" by using the energy of 
nuclear fusion. But environmentalists have solid 
!.!round-; to object and they insist that realisation 
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of such projects would cause a host of neo-ative 
side effects. c 

Such reasoning has a dampening effect. But 
they do at least convince us that without a tho­
rough analysis, we must not try such experiments. 
In socialist society, it is, in principle, possible to 
carry out climatic transformation projects on a 
very large scale, since the long chain of intercon­
nected causes and consequences would be placed 
under an active and strict control, carried out by 
man on a genuinely scientific basis. 

There is another very important aspect. In or­
der to make a model of a particular natural pro­
cess by using technical means, vast amounts of 
money and energy are required. But to gently 
push a natural process into the direction needed 
by man, a comparatively small effort is sufficient. 
It works as a sort of "trigger relay action" start­
ing the whole chain reaction of interconnected 
causes and consequences. That is the "trick" of 
controlling nature. 

This explains the urgency of scientifically 
forecasting the ways in which the whole biosphere 
will develop as a result of scientific and technical 
activities. Without its solution, it is utterly impos­
sible to carry out large-scale projects of ?at~re 
transformation, and a transfer to the orgamsatwn 
of optimum environment, to re-making of the 
biosphere, with due regard to its own laws and the 
interests of mankind, is totally unthinkable. 

Socialist society with a centralised planned 
economy is capable of executing reproduction. and 
building its relations with nature on a stnctly 
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ecological problems is at present, include 111 a 
1 ' f h USSR econo-
ong-range development plan o t e 
my up to 1990. 

Another social aspect is of no less importance. 
Large-scale geo-technical projects cannot be ca~­
ried out by one country one nation. A drastic 
change in the climate of one area of the Earth 
cannot help affecting the climatic equilibrium of 
th~ whole planet. Any large-scale interference 
wtth the natural course of things would affec~ the 
whole Earth's biosphere and cannot be a stnctly 
l~cal phenomenon. The biosphere does not recog­
mse any national boundaries or state borders. 

Man's thought and actions are challenged by 
the pr~blem of controlling the planet's ~iosphcre 
as a smgle system in his interests. Ne1ther any 
particular state nor a "bloc" of countries can 
shoulder such a task. The global scale which the 
relations of man and nature assume, demands 
j?int efforts on the part of all countries and con­
tments, their national and social consolidation 
which b~comes a reality only in the course of 
commumst transformation of the planet. The con­
tradiction, brought about in the social structure of 
the world capitalist countries by this requirement 
made by nature herself, is proof that human rela­
tions based on private property have become out­
dated not only socially, but technologically and 
rcologically as well. 

The human race has settled over the whole pla-
net, with its numbers doubling every 35-40 years. 
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But still it occupies a tiny place in the living 
mass of the biosphere. It has been calculated that 
the total weight of all living organisms on our 
planet exceeds that of people by 6 million times. 
Man's power, it seems, is not a function of 
sheer numbers, but rather of mankind's combined 
intelligence, its transforming activity, being direct­
ed by a certain social organisation. 

We are living through a decisive epoch of the 
Earth's geological history, when a spontaneous 
evolution of the biosphere gives way to its con­
scientious, purposeful control, when possibilities 
for this control are arising. Mankind is getting 
ready for its new planetary role and is passing 
through a period of drastic, unheard-of changes 
in social relations, which will culminate in build­
ing communist society. 

In this connection, we should mention one more, 
purely personal factor. According to Karl Marx, 
the universal character of man is linked with that 
of his environment. This is a profound thought. 
In the socialist countries we are creating a new so­
cial environment for forming the new man, and 
this, of course, is of prime importance. But a na­
tural environment is not a factor to be over­
looked in this process. 

How can a child possibly develop fully his in­
quisitiveness, his active self and emotional char­
acter if, from the moment of birth, he lives in the 
asphalt, roaring jungle of a big city, where his 
movements are restrained, transistor radios replace 
bird's singing and a TV set is a source of the most 
acute experiences? Is it not this lack of outlet for 



Communism: Questions 74 G. Volkov. 
and Answers Socialism and the Environment 

their energy, in a creative contact with nature, 
which drives some teenagers to seek some relief in 
anti-social behaviour? However, it is no secret 
that "patriarchal", remote villages are no more 
able to activise man's inner world. 

The solution, it seems, lies in the organic com­
bination of the achievements of the urban civili­
~ation and the many-faced beauty of Mother Na­
ture into a single cultural complex, into such so­
cial and natural environment which would allow 
the all-round creative abilities of man to be de­
veloped and fully utilised. 

The transformation of the planet's nature into 
a humanised nature presupposes that the nature 
of social relations would also become humanised. 
Hence, such a natural and social environment will 
be created which would make the all-round devel­
opment and formation of one's creative abilities a 
reality. 



By A. Lukyanov 

WHAT IS THE COMMUNIST 
IDEA OF THE STATE? 

Mankind's eternal 
satellite?­
Prompted 
by the practical 
experience 
of the masses.­
From 
the dictatorship 
of the proletariat 
to a state of 
the entire people.­
People's power 
or power over 
people?­
Perfecting 
the state 
apparatus.-
Two forms 
of democracy.­
The future of a 
socialist state. 

Critics of Marxism some­
times portray Communists 
as people who deny or 
undermine the state and try 
to liquidate it as quickly as 
possible. It is also often al­
leged that Communists 
want to bring all society's 
major aspects of life under 
state control and wish to 
reach a stage where the state 
controls everything, even 
human relationships. What 
arc the Communists' real 
views? What is the reality? 
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One can still come across a dwindling number 
of sociologists who hold that the state appeared 

' together with man an.d 
Why and When Did human society and that 1t 
the State Become is characteristic of the 
Necessary · 1 d 

biological, soc1a an 
psychological nature of man and his eternal 
inclinat.ion to hold power and t~ submit to powe.r. 

Is thts really so? Archaeolog1cal, ethnographi­
cal and historical studies conducted over the last 
150 years have made it convincingly clear: the 
state is not mankind's eternal satellite. There was 
.a time. w?~n people managed wi.thout a state­
I.e., prn;uttve society with its tnbal syste~. Of 
course, Ill a primitive community, whether It was 
the ancient German mark or the Slavs' zadmga, 
lroquoian Indian tribes or a family in India, 
the:e existed common i~terests, the protection of 
w~uch was trusted to particular persons, vested 
With certain powers, acting under the control of 
a se!f-governing community. But the state as a 
specific form of organising society did not exist 
at that time. 

W?en and why did the state appear? What 
func~10ns did it perform? Why did it emerge at 
var~tng chronological periods-with some peoples, 
for Instance, the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans­
many centuries B.C., while with others, for exam­
ple, the Germans and Russians,-many centuries 
later? They say that a definite level of technolo­
gical, productive and cultural development was 
essential. Yes, certainly. But precisely what 
level? 
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In studying these questions, Marx and Engels 
analysed a vast amount of data on the develop­
ment of human society which had been obtained 
by archaeologists and ethnographers, as well as 
those contained in the works of the most 
prominent historians, in Plato's, Aristotle's, 
Kant's, Hegel's, Saint-Simon's and Fourier's 
works on the state and in those of other great 
thinkers. 

All this enabled Marx and Engels to declare 
that the state is a necessary and natural result of 
social development at a definite historical stage 
of society's life. It appears in society where and 
when it becomes divided into classes, i.e., into large 
groups of people, one of which may appropriate a 
definite share of the results of work done by 
others. But most people would not work voluntar­
ily for the benefit of the others and be subdued by 
them unless they were forced. There appears a 
need for a special organisation, supported by an 
armed force which would keep the masses in 
obedience. The state is such an organisation. Such 
was an ancient state-an organisation of slave 
owners, assigned to keep a tight rein on slaves. 
Such was a feudal state which ensured the obedi­
ence of the peasants and working people in the 
towns. Such is a bourgeois state, which, irrespec­
tive of its form, remains an instrument of capital's 
domination over labour. 

What unites these types of state? Of course, 
any state is bound to take upon itself a certain 
amount of work in order to run any society. Such, 
in particular, are communal services, irrigation, 
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transport facilities, traffic safety, etc. But the 
main thino· unitinrr them all is the fact that they 
represent ~n orga1~sation of the fnofJerlied minor­
ity, which forces its orders and views upon t!1c 
vast poor majority. The wealthy minority and 1ts 
politicians naturally try to conceal the real pur­
pose and essence of the state. For this very reason, 
they were impelled, in the long run, to represent 
nominally the whole society. But however much 
such a state may decorate itself with democratic 
attributes, it remains, in essence, a defender of 
that predominant part of society which owns the 
main means of production. 

Take the Russian Empire at the beginning of 
the 20th century. Workers accounted for 14.6 per 
cent of its population, office workers-2.4 per cent, 
peasants and artisans-66. 7 per cent, rich peasants 
(kulaks)-11.4 per cent, town bourgeoisie and 
landlords-4.9 per cent. Thus, the proletariat, 
deprived of any means of production, plus the 
poorest small farmers, amounted to 81.3 per cent 
of the country's population. At the opposite pole, 
there were the big capitalists, landlords and top­
level executives, accounting for roughly 2 per cent 
o_f th~ population. They owned the bulk of the so­
cial nches and protected their interests by means 
of the tsarist autocracy and the Russian bourgeois­
landlord state, which consisted of the officialdom, 
the an~y, police and jails. Representatives of the 
~roperhed classes alone occupied all the key posts 
m that state. 

Thus, in the 1906 elections to the State Duma 
(a Russian-style parliament), the landlords, who 
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held only 0.2 per cent of the votes, elected over 
:iO per cent and the bourgeoisie some 25 per cent 
of the total body of electors. It is quite clear that 
under such a system the overwhelming majority 
of Duma's members were landlords, industrialists, 
wholesale merchants or their supporters. 

The logics of the working class struggle promt­
ed the Communists to conclude that the liberation 
of the worhing masses from exjJloitation is imfJos­
sible and unlhinlwble ·without the decisive aboli­
tion of the bourgeois stale machinery. 

The Communists, however, have never objected 
to all institutions of a state. There is, certainly, no 
need to abolish the administrative apparatus in 
every field of state activity. 

In order to liberate themselves from exploita­
tion, the working masses must first abolish the 
oppressive part of the state machinery; if these 
mechanisms arc not broken down, the people will 
be unable to express their actual will. 

But what should replace the crushed state ma­
chinery? How should the administration of society 
be organised once its control has passed into the 
hands of the working people? 

The Birth 
of a New State 
System 

It took some time for the 
Communists to find the an­
swers to these questions. 
They realised they could 

not simply invent the organisational structure of 
a state, which would be the first of its kind. It 
could not just appear like Minerva from ] upiter's 
head. Its forms had to be prompted by revolution­
ary practice. 
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The Paris Commune, the first working people's 
state established as a result of the 18il Revolu­
tion,' lasted only 72 days. It was a state which _ex­
pressed the will of the majority for the first tun~ 
ever. The Commune was made up of workers 
representatives, elected by a general vote, who 
were directly responsible to the working people 
and could be replaced at any time according to the 
latter's wish. Elected representatives not only 
adopted laws-they also made them effective. 
The officialdom was stripped of all privileges. 
The army and police were replaced by the armed 
working people. In a word, it was a state repre­
senting the people, organised into communes. 

Several decades later, in 1905, during the up­
surge of the revolutionary struggle by Russia's 
proletariat and poor peasantry, the workers set up 
their mass organisations first in Ivanovo, an in­
dustrial centre, and later in many other towns. 
These organisations were made up of workers' 
deputies, elected at plants and factories, and were 
c,alled Soviets of Workers' Deputies. After the 
l' ebruary Bourgeois-Democratic Revolution of 
1_917, Soviets again sprang up everywhere in Rus­
sta, but this time as Soviets of the Workers', Sol­
diers' and Peasants' Deputies. In fact, they were 
:lected bodies, uniting the whole country's work­
mg population, which opposed the bourgeois gov­
ernment. 

Hence, the revolutionary innovation of the 
masses has shown what the organisation of the 
workers' state should be. And the Communists, with 
Lenin at the helm, drew the conclusion that "the 
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fJeople themselves, ... united in the Soviets, must 
run the state"::· 

After the victory of the October Revolution in 
Russia, the first Soviet Constitution was drawn up 
in 1918, defining the character of the new workers' 
and peasants' state: "Within the territory of the 
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, all 
power belongs to the country's working popula­
tion, united in town and village Soviets."':·::· 

The Communists have never concealed either 
the class character of their new state or its gen­
eral goals. This is illustrated by the first Constitu­
tion of the Soviet Ukraine, adopted in March, 
1919: "The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
is an organisation of the dictatorship of the work­
ing and exploited masses-the proletariat and the 
poor peasantry-over their centuries-old oppres­
sors and exploiters, the capitalists and land­
lords .... The goal of this dictatorship is to achieve 
a transition from a bourgeois system to social­
ism by carrying out socialist transformations and 
systematic suppression of all counter-revolutionary 
moves by the propertied classes; after all these 
goals have been accomplished, the dictatorship 
will cease, and in its wake, when the future com­
munist system has finally been formed, the state 
will disappear too, thus making way to free forms 
of communal life, built on the organisational prin­
ciples of common labour to the general benefit, 
and of the fraternal solidarity of peoples.'":-::-::-

•> V. I. Lenin, Collected Worhs, Vol. 24, p. 107-08. 
'''' RSFSR Law Booh, 1918, No. 51, p. 582 (in Russian). 

,,.,,.,, Uhraine Law Booh, 1919, No. 19, p. 204 (in Russian). 

6-2098 
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So, the Communists openly decl~red: a state 
with the dictatorship of the proletanat would not 
last forever. This is how the Communists thought 
and spoke when the revolution, for the first time 
ever, handed over the power to the working 
people. 

More than fifty years have since passed and 
other socialist states have emerged, learning from 
the experience of the Soviet state. Each one has 
introduced new shades and peculiarities into the 
whole picture of setting up a state socialist struc­
tu~e and in tackling these and other problems. But 
~ ether it be the Soviet in the USSR, or the Rada 
C arodowa in Poland, the National Committee in 
r zechoslovakia, or the People's Khural in Mongo-
d1~' t~e essence of these representative power bo-

Ies Is the h . . work' same: t ey are the orgamsabons of the 
no mg masses, led by the working class. And 
thi:k o~e can judge not only what Communists 
comp 0 h a s~ate of the working people, but give a 

re enstv · 
Present . e appratsal of what such a state re-

s zn real't · · and exp . z y, and how It was tested by time 
enence. 

The Winnin f . 
working g 0 Political power by the Russian 
their ere ~~ople, led by the working class, and 
torship 0~ ~~~of a stat~ in the f.orm of the dicta­
in transfo . proletanat was JUSt the first step 

rmmg a ca . t I' . . t . list one. Th' Pt a 1st soctety m o a socta-
stage. IS process required a transitional 

From the ver 
began perf . Y outset, the young workers' state 
to ·tn . ~rmmg quite new functions, unknown 

• Y PI ev10us stat Af . h' e. ter the pnvate owners Ip 
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had been liquidated, the state began to manage 
the economy, the whole complex of economic orga­
nisations: plants, factories, mines, banks, shipping 
lines, which all became state property. Schools 
and children's institutions, theatres and print­
ing plants, museums and colleges all came under 
state ownership. The state thus had to shoulder not 
only economic and organisational responsibilities. 
but also the task of educating and enlightening 
the people, of overcoming the scorn for "common" 
labour and the worship of profits made out of 
somebody else's work. The state had to organise 
a reliable control over the measure of work and 
the measure of consumption, set up a system of 
promoting and supporting diligent labour for the 
benefit of society and ensure strict observation of 
the socialist principle "He who does not work, 
neither shall he cat." 

Moreover, in the initial period, the Soviet Com­
munists had to combat the fierce struggle waged 
by the exploiting classes against the young work­
ers' and peasants' state. Supported by interna­
tional capital, the counter-revolutionaries plunged 
the country into a long and bloody civil war. 
The Soviet state had to act decisively and national­
ise the banks, industry and transport. The mili­
tary struggle against the Soviet state compelled it 
to deprive the exploiting elements of their suf­
frage, to prevent them influencing the activities of 
the organs of power. This. was clone in 1918. Who 
had to be deprived of the right to vote? Those 
who employed hired labour in order to make pro­
fits; those who lived on an unearned income; 
6" 



84 A. Lukyanov. 
Communism: Questions Communism and the State 
and Answers 

private-sector traders and their middle~en; ~in­
isters of religion; members of the tsanst family; 
former policemen and gendarmes. Taken together, 
they accounted for no more than two or three per 
cent of the population. 

Does. this give any grounds for anti-communist 
scholars to continue saying that the dictatorship 
of the proletariat is incompatible with real demo­
cracy? By depriving the toppled exploiters of their 
right to vote, the Soviet state encouraged broad 
sections of ordinary working people to administer 
t~e country. The main role was played by the So­
VIets whose deputies were elected by a show of 
ha.nds at workers' meetings held either at enter­
rises or in the localities. C~mpared with peasants 
t~~eve~, workers had a certain advantage in 
fir~~\:a e ?f ~:presentation in the Soviets. For the 
th ~~~ 10 rstory, the Worker, the peasant and 
. e so Ier entered the organs of power. In the 

hr.~t ten years of Soviet Russia's existence, ov r 
1 U million working people were elected as Sovic~s' 
dqml.ics, delegates to the Soviets' congresses and 
as members of their executive committees. AU or­
gans of state administration received their P?we~·s 
specifically from the Soviets and the Peoples mi­
litia came to be subordinated exclusively to them. 
The working people also began to select People's 
judges and assessors f rotn their midst. 

Such was. the state apparatus during the period 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Even these 
individual features show how democratic the so­
cialist state was even at that remote and hard 
time. 
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Profound changes in the general balance of 
forces in favour of socialism and the assistance of­
fered by the Soviet Union have created more fa­
vourable conditions in a number of countries for 
the transition from capitalism to socialism. This has 
been manifested not only in the rates and meth­
ods-somewhat different from those in the USSR 
-of reconstructing the economy along socialist 
lines. In many of these countries where the revo­
lution was relatively peaceful, much of the old 
state machinery was gradually adjusted to operate 
in the interests of the working people, rather than 
destroyed. It proved unneces.sary to deprive any­
one of the right to vote. Parliamentary organs 
where they had existed previously, took on new 
functions; they also used some other democratic 
provisions from the old constitutions applying to 
the workings of the administrative system. The 
situation justified such an attitude to the old re­
presentative organs, since the Communists have al­
ways stressed that the solution to the parliamen­
tary problem does not lie in abolishing represen­
tative institutions and the electoral system, but in 
transforming them from "talking shops." into con­
trol centres, combining both law-making and law 
execution.':· 

Historical experience, the emerging of possibi­
lities for working peacefully towards socialism 
have amended attitudes towards the question 
of abolishing the bourgeois state machinery, 
though the common patterns of creating a new 

"" V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 25, p. 423. 
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workers' state have remained unchanged every­
where. 

Every country where the power is passed into 
the hands of the working people naturally needs 

time to get rid of the rem­
nants of capitalist relations 
and to build the foundation 
of socilaism. The duration 

From the Socialist 
Basis to Developed 
Socialism 

of this period depends on the particular historical 
conditions existing in the world and the country 
in question. 

In the Soviet Union, the first to build a new 
society, this period ended in the late 1930s, i.e., 
it lasted around 20 years. One of the main results 
achieved was the complete domination of socialist 
ownership of the means of production. By 1937, 
the socialist sector was already yielding 99.8 per 
cent of the industrial output and 98.5 per cent of 
the agricultural produce. The victory of the so­
cialist sector in the economy has caused profound 
changes in the social structure of society and, 
above all, the complete abolition of exploiting ele­
ments. 

Having established the basis of socialism, the 
USSR's working masses were then faced with the 
task of constructing a developed socialist society. 

What does "developed socialism" mean? First 
of all, it entails a society with a powerful, com­
~rehensively developed economy, buill on th: ba­
sts of the latest scientific and technological achieve­
ments, high rates of production growth and la­
bour productivity. To quote but a few figures, the 
Soviet Union's national income has grown more 
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than 1 00-fold compared to the 1922 level; the 
1972 growth of industrial output alone was almost 
equal to the country's gross output in 19-lO. 

At the stage of developed socialism, the two 
main forms of socialist ownership-state (that of 
the whole people) and cooperative-are consoli­
dated and rapidly drawn together. The relations 
of production and distribution in collective farms 
arc becoming increas.ingly similar to those of state 
enterprises (though the collective forms of 
management at the collective farms are, of course, 
preserved). 

These economic processes are bound to effect 
society's social structure. Where arc these effects 
manifested? 

The proportion of the working class in the po­
pulation is growing, and its determinative influ­
ence in all spheres of life is increasing. It now ac­
counts for over 60 per cent of the employed po­
pulation and remains the main productive force 
of society. 

Thanks to the mechanisation of agricultural 
processes and the organisation of peasants' work, 
their working conditions and social standing arc 
gradually levelling up to those of industrial work­
ers. On this basis, the contradictions still existing 
between town and countryside, between workers 
and peasants, are being slowly eliminated. The 
union of workers and peasants is becoming ever 
stronger. Moreover, the extensive mechanisation 
and electrification of farm production makes it 
increasingly possible to reduce the number of 
people employed in agriculture. 
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The intellectuals are playing an increasingly 
important role in society. In 1926, there were less 
than 3 million people engaged in predominantly 
intellectual labour in the USSR, whereas in 197-l, 
their number was around 34 million. Many of 
these people are directly contributing to a higher 
level of socialist production. On the other hand, 
work done by certain categories of workers and 
peasants is. acquiring an increasingly intellectual 
nature. 

The following table shows the changes in the 
cla~s composition of Soviet society during the 
penod of socialist and communist construction. 
(Percentage of the total population.) 

1928 1!139 1959 19H 

Far.tory workers 12.4 32.5 48.2 60.6 Office workers 
Collective fa 5.2 17.7 20.1 21.6 

operated h nn?rs and co-
I d. . anrJicraftsmen 2.9 47.2 31.4 17.8 n lVrduai e 
cooperate~ hsant~ and non-

B and1craftsmen 74.9 2.6 0.3 ourgeoisie 
kulaks ' traders and 

4.6 

Let us tak 
social stru t e a close look at the changes in the 
Soviet soc~e~re_. They all point to the obvious fact: 
monolith Ylzs on the way to becoming a greater 

, a c ose . l . A new his . r socza /wmogenezty. 
dually tak tortcal community of people has gra­

en shape-the Soviet people, which 
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represents the socialis.t unity of working people 
of many nationalities engaged in industry, agri­
culture, culture, manual and intellectual labour. 
The social base of the socialist state has thus 
been drastically broadened. 

The goals and functions of 
State have naturally been 
modified as a result of the 

Creation 
of a Socialist State 
of the Entire People 

changes in society's econo­
mic and class structure. The most significant mile­
stone would seem to be that since the late 1930s, 
one of the major functions of a socialist state dur­
ing the transition period-the suppression of hos­
tile activities of the exploiting class within the 
country-has. been abolished. Relations of mutual 
assistance and close cooperation between the 
working class, collective farmers and the working 
intelligentsia-the main social groups of Soviet 
society-have been established. 

The changes in the goals and functions of the 
state have brought about corresponding changes in 
the organisational form of state power. After the 
USSR Constitution came into force in 1936, the 
Soviets of Workers', Peasants' and Red Army­
men's (i.e., soldiers') Deputies were transformed 
into the Soviets of Working People's Deputies. 
Instead of a system of Congresses of the Soviets 
held periodically, direct elections of deputies to 
all the Soviets, from the village and town 
Soviets and up to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 
were introduced. At the same time a new election 
system came into force which ensured citizens the 
right of general, equal and direct ballot. 
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At that time, the Soviet Union was surrounded 
by hostile capitalist countries. The tense interna­
tional situation and then the war against tl1e 
USSR unleashed by the German fascists and the 
necessity of restoring the national economy dam­
aged by the war, have impeded not only the 
economic but also the political development of 
the Soviet state. 
fi Th_e Soviet people have overcome all these dif­
tl~ultes. In building a developed socialist state in 
t e f SSR the state of the proletariat bas been 
drans. ormed into a state of the entire people. Its 
sts.tcnption will give us a clearer picture of this 

a e. 

bu1~; goal of a people's state is "to organise the 
co~ Ing. up of the material and technical basis of 
rela~Unts.m, and the transformation of socialist 
trol ov:~ I~to communist relations, exercise con­
consu ~ e measure of work and the measure of 
teet f~Pt.Ion, promote the people's welfare, pro­
cialist ~ rights and freedoms of Soviet citizens, so­
in the ;w ~nd order and socialist property, ins.til 
nist attit:od e conscious discipline and a commu­
security of e to labour, guarantee the defence and 
ration "th the country, promote fraternal coope­
peace :I d the. socialist countries, uphold world 
count;ie ~ •=· mamtain normal relations with all 
gramme s ·f ~ueh is its definition in the Pro­
Union aod t ~ Communist Party of the Soviet 

' n this · · h s · actually f . Is, In fact, how t e oviet state 
unctions. 

* The Road t c 
0 ommunism Moscow, 1962, pp. 547-48 . . 
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The development of economy and culture re­
presents the basic domain of the state's activities. 
Yet the tasks in this field are becoming increasing­
ly complicated. The further the socialist state's 
organism grows, the more complex and diversified 
its economy becomes. It includes numerous plants, 
factories, industrial associations, agricultural or­
ganisations, building sites, transport, research and 
development organisations, a vast number of trade, 
communal, and service establishments. at the pub­
lic's disposal. Since the overwhelming majority of 
them (with an exception of varied cooperative 
units, mainly in the countryside, which are 
engaged in agricultural production and in selling 
goods to rural dwellers) belong to the entire 
nation in the person of the socialist state, the 
latter must ensure uninterrupted, balanced and 
interlocking operation of this intricate economic 
complex. 

Hence, the majority of the problems facing the 
socialist state organs concern managing the 
economy and improving management methods. 
Therefore, the organs of economic planning and 
management occupy a prominent position within 
the system of state organs, and specialists engaged 
in various fields of production play a leading role 
among civil servants. Of course, the development 
of production is not an aim in itself. The state 
tackles it as a first-priority matter because it en­
sures the steady, rapid rise of the population's liv­
ing standards. 

The problems which the people's state is solv­
ing in the field of culture and education are no 
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less broad and complex. Moreover, tl~e stat_e o~vns 
major scientific, cultural and educahona~ msh~u­
tions and the majority of the mass medm wh1ch 
exert a profound influence on people's minds. This 
whole s.ystem of institutions allows the state to 
make quick advances in raising the cultural level 
and satisfying the moral needs of all sections of 
society. Of course, even now the Soviet state still 
has to take measures. to eliminate such phenomena 
as improper attitudes to work, lack of discipline, 
violation of law and order, all of which are 
incompatible both with socialism and any normal 
human community, for that matter. 

The vast scofJe of economic, organisational, 
cultural and educational activities, the scope 
/Jre~iously unknown in the history of the state, is 
tyfncal of a developed socialist state. 

The economic and social results of these activ­
ities are evident, and even a biased observer 
w~~ld find them difficult to dispute. 

~ es, this may be true", the opponents of com­
mul1lsm often have to concede nowadays. "We 
shall not refute the fact that the economy may 
develop without private entrepreneurs, and that 
the ~tate can manage it. We shall not even reject 
the 1dea that in a society without private entre­
preneurs, the citizens' wellbeing is a matter of the 
stat ' 1 · d e s re abve concern. But such a state should be 
~mocratic. You cannot really call the state which 

t e Communists have built democratic. This is 
not people's power but a 'totalitarian' rule over 
people." Such is th~ theme of hundreds upon hun­
dreds of hooks, booklets and articles in which 
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bourgeois politicians., journalists and scientists 
deal with the problems of a socialist state. 

But let the facts speak for themselves. Let us 
examine them thoroughly and objectively. 

Who Becomes 
a Deputy and How 

Under socialism, as we have 
s.een, the administration of 
state power is by no means 

confined to its traditional interpretation-issuing 
decrees and ensuring law and order. What is 
meant here is the daily management of hundreds 
of thousands of units in numerous fields of the 
economy and culture. This means the state 
organs take daily decisions on a great many 
major and minor problems, taking into account 
a vast assortment of historical, national and 
other peculiarities and interests of the popula­
tion. 

The most important feature of a socialist state is 
that millions of people help to run it. Their par­
ticipation is neither sporadic nor consultative, but 
constant and decisive. And it is not just a commu­
nist ideological gimmick, but an objective 
requirement of an administrative system with 
no private ownership of the means of produc­
tion. 

In socialist countries, the people delegate mil­
lions of worthy men and women into a widely de­
veloped system of representative organs of s.tate 
power. In the USSR, for example, there are over 
50,000 organs of power, i.e., various Soviets. They 
consist of over 2,200,000 elected deputies. Jules 
Moch, a prominent French Socialist, wrote in his 
book "URSS. Les yeux ouverts" that a whole 
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pyramid of Soviets is built with deputies elected 
· t b · 1 · " "te c0111lla­m vas num ers, a system whtc 1 ts qUl 

tible with true, genuinely free democracy".':· 
In socialist stales, dejmties are elected by the 

entire fJOjmlation through a secret ballot; the 
fJeojJle lzave the Tight of the general, equal and 
direct vole. In socialist countries, the law ensures 
the possibility of including more candidates onto 
the ballot-paper than would be eventually elect­
ed from a particular constituency. However, the 
rules and practice of holding elections vary ac­
cording to the traditions and customs of different 
states. In some of them, constituencies with sever­
al mandates are set up, in others, a system of elect­
ing deputies and vice-deputies is practiced, in still 
others, only one candidate is left on the ballot-pa­
per after candidates' screening. But everywhere 
the main objective is to elect the best representa­
tives of workers, peasants and the intelligentsia 
who would mos.t fully express the will and inte­
rests of all the working people. 

Who nominates candidates for election and 
how is. it done? Candidates are, as a rule, repre­
sentatives of a democratic election bloc-Commu­
nist parties, other parties and public organisations 
or a bloc of Communist parties and non-party 
people. It is not necessarily members of a Commun­
ist Party who constitute the majority of candi­
dates: in the USSR, in 1973, the Communists ac­
counted for less than half the deputies elected to 

,,. ] ulcs Moch, U RSS. Lcs ycux ouvcrts, Robert Laff ont, 

Paris, 1957, p. 304. 
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the Soviets (44 per cent), whilst the res.t of de­
puties were non-party members. 

During a pre-election campaign the main em­
phasis is on the general appraisal of each cancli­
date's. personality. Candidates are nominated by 
public organisations such as the Party, trade 
unions, youth organisations and workers' collec­
tives at plants, factories, institutes, and establish­
ments in the service sector. Their personal and 
business qualities, merits. and shortcomings are 
thoroughly discussed at public meetings. For 
example, in 1973, during a campaign before the 
election to the local Soviets over 400 registered 
candidates were struck out from the list at the 
voters' suggestion. Moreover, in 80 constituencies 
the candidates did not receive the required ab­
solute majority and were not elected. 

What kind of deputies do the people want? In 
the USSR 197 3 elections to the local Soviets, 
workers accounted for 39.3 per cent of the elected 
depu~ies, collective farmers-27 .9 per cent, people 
worki_ng in various fields of the economy and cul­
ture, Including civil servants-32.8 per cent. The 
latter category includes many teachers (5.8 per 
c_ent) and doctors (3.2 per cent). There are depu­
ties of over 100 nationalities. Over 47 per cent 
of the deputies are women and almost one in three 
deputies is under 30. 
~he highest organ of state power in the Soviet 

Umon, the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, consists. 
of 1,517 deputies. More than half of them are 
workers (498) and collective farmers (221). If we 
compare the composition of the Soviet organs of 
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state power with that of the former Russian State 
Duma, it becomes clear why some unbiased polit­
icians, having no communist leanings whatsoever, 
see the Soviets as a really democratic and repre­
sentative organisation. 

But what matters, apart from who is elected as 
a deputy, is the question of how relations between 
the deputy and his voters are established after the 
election. This, to a large extent, determines whet­
her or not the deputy forgets what he promised 
his electorate the morning after the vote, which is 
often experienced by citizens of non-socialist 
countries. In socialist countries, a deputy is ob­
liged to maintain constant contact with his voters, 
with the collectives of working people and public 
organisations which nominated him as a candi­
date. The law states that the defmty is responsible 
to his electorate and is obliged to report to them; 
the electorate can at any time, after tahing a vote, 
recall the defmty if the latter has failed to justify 
their confidence. 

An_d this is not only a principle but is routine 
prachce. Over nine years ( 1965-7 3), the Soviet 
voters. have recalled 3, 7 40 deputies, including 11 
depuhes from the USSR Supreme Soviet and 
around 100 deputies from the highest organs of 
yower of th_e U_nion Republics. The main reason 

o_r 1such action 1s the voters' dissatisfaction either 
Wit 1 ~he way the deputy has fulfilled his election 
pr~mtses? or with his moral or business qualities . 

. epuhes. participate in state administration 
whtle retaining their normal posts and they do 
not get pay for performing their deputy's duties. 
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Socialism not only draws the producers of mate­
rial and cultural values into government, but, to a 
certain extent, combines law-making and admin­
istration. This means in practice that deputies com­
bine legislative work and decision-making with 
control over the way these laws and decisions are 
implemented. Thus, a deputy must constantly 
check that his decisions correspond to the rapidly 
changing requirements, interests. and needs of his 
electors. 

The social and national composition of socialist­
type organs of people's representation, entailing 
the participation of all kinds of workers and the 
close contact of deputies. with their electorate and 
the everyday life of workers' collectives at plants 
and offices enables the organs of power to act 
competently. And this is very important, consider­
ing the broad scope of activities tackled by the 
Supreme and local Soviets. They encompass the 
national economic plan and budget, the develop­
ment of industry and construction, transport and 
communications, agriculture, environmental pro­
tection, the organisation of communal services, 
education, culture and sports, ensuring law and 
order. In a word, it is difficult to imagine a prob­
lem of national or local importance which would 
escape the Soviets' attention. 

Of course, representative organs may discuss 
many questions, say the opponents of communism, 
but the point is, they add immediately, that in so­
cialist countries, elected deputies have long since 
been moved to the side-lines by the policy-making 
executives. Moreover, many publications suggest 
7-2098 
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that this is a commonplace and global trend, typ­
ical of all countries without exception. The cause 
lies in the current scientific and technological rev­
olution, which, they claim, inevitably leads to 
the weakened authority of parliaments and o~her 
representative organs, and, at the same time, 
sharply strengthens the role of the executive or­
gans, bureaucrats and experts since they alone are 
in a position to manage the complex economic and 
technical processes of society's development. 

But should we really attribute features which 
are in fact characteristic of many capitalist coun­
tries to the whole world, including the socialist 
countries? Let us examine the matter in detail. 

In socialist society it is 
Elected 
Representatives certainly impossible to 
and the State perform complex state 
Apparatus functions without specia-

. lists and a special admi-
mstrative apparatus. 

Contemporary scientific and technological prog­
ress, the necessity of quick decision-making at 
management le l . . d . d . l fi ld . vc m vane economic an socta 
lei s. Inevitably entail enhancing the specialists' 
rot~ ~~ mCanagement in many different spheres. of 
a_c IVI y. ornrnunists are aware that under these 
~~rcumst:nc~s it is essential to gradually increase 

e wor fefirs. control over the work of executive 
organs, o ctals. d . . 

Does th an spectahsts. 
. . . e structure of an administrative system 

ex1stmg m a soc· l' h 'b'l 
· ? Th f .1a 1st country offer sue a poss1 1 -
1 ~y · e ~cts Indicate that it does. These func­
twns are bemg successfully performed by the elect-
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ed organs of people's representation, from which 
all the other state organs directly or indirectly re­
ceive their powers. On the other hand, the actual 
results of management may be fully felt and ap­
praised by those who actually produce material 
and spiritual values, who live constantly among 
working people and are, at the same time, nom­
inated by the people to express their interests. 

Hence, in socialist countries, the highest and 
local representative organs are paying increasing 
attention to control and checking of the work per­
formed by the state apparatus. 

We can see, from the example of the Soviet 
Union how this is done in practice. More and more 
often we come across instances when the deputies 
of the Supreme Soviet submit the work of some 
ministries and other government offices to public 
analysis or listen to reports on some aspects of the 
Government's activities in general. At the Sup­
reme Soviet's sessions held in 1972-7 5, the depu­
ties not only considered, as usual, the reports of 
the Council of Ministers on the progress of fulfill­
ing the State Economic Plan but thoroughly dis­
cussed the Government's reports on its activities 
in such fields as medical care, public education, 
nature conservation and the rational use of nat­
ural resources. At one of its sessions the Supreme 
Soviet of the Moldavian SSR discussed the report 
of the Chairman of the Republican Council of 
Ministers on the progress in realising the five-year 
development plan. The governments of Karelia, 
Tatar, Chuvash and some other Autonomous Re­
publics reported on their activities to the deputies 
7' 



. date. Many such 
who had given them thetr man 
examples may be cited. · e control over 

Local Soviets exercise an e:tensl: that in 197 3, 
the executive organs. Suffice 1t to s. Y t) · d ·ed 
practically all of them (99.5 per cen c?tntsl el 

· comm1 ees en-reports of the relevant executtve . d 
gaged in the daily management of econo~mc an 
cultural life, in providing commun.al services and 
ensuring public order in their regiOn, area, town 
or village. 

Standing committees~ formed by the d_eputies, 
are playing an increasingly important role m exer­
cising control by the Soviets. These committees 
function in the periods between sessions. The ex­
p~ri~nce accumulated by the USSR Supreme So­
VIet Is very significant in this respect. During the 
four-year term of the 8th Supreme Soviet (1970-
74), Its committees held about 150 sessions, at 
which reports on the activities of ministries, de­
p~rtments, republican and local organs, entrusted 
With managing varied branches of the economy 
and culture, were discussed. 

In those instances when the standing committees' 
recomme d t" · . n a 1?ns touch upon some maJor state 
P~ oblems, whtch happens. quite often, the USSR 
C.1ovcrnment considers these recommendations and 
l.akes an appropriate decision. Such was the case, 
I or cxa1~plc, with the problems of observ.ing laws 
ronccrnmg the health protection of mmers, of 
CIISUiillp; safety conditions for women's work, of 

. \ \ \ '\' ation of natural the ralwna ant comp ex ult tS• k f t 
resources, and of developing a networ 0 mo or-

roads. 
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Local Soviets' standing committees are becom­
ing more and more active. In 1965, there were 
298,000 such committees, whilst in 1973, their 
number reached 326,000. Almost 1,800,000 
deputies-including hundreds of thousands of 
varied specialists-work in these committees. 
Standing committees of local authorities may deal 
quite competently with complex economic mat­
ters and initiate discussion by the Soviets on a 
number of burning issues. In 1973 alone, these 
committees preliminary discussed 443,000 prob­
lems subsequently forwarded for discussion at the 
Soviets' sessions, and 7 56,000 problems-at the 
meetings of executive committees. 

It is therefore incorrect to reduce the activities 
of Soviets, particularly the USSR Supreme Soviet, 
as critics of the Soviet system sometimes try to do, 
to merely the deputies' work in the sessions. Since 
Soviet deputies combine their state duties with 
productive labour, this presupposes relatively 
short sessions of the Soviets. But a session, involv­
ing discussion and subsequent adoption of deci­
sions and laws is, as a rule, only the final stage of 
active work, lasting sometimes for months, which 
deputies perform in standing committees. 

Inquiries by the deputies on matters which are 
of specific interest to the population also serve as 
a form of control over the activities of the state 
apparatus. In four years (1970-73), the deputies 
made almost 190,000 inquiries at sessions of local 
Soviets, and got precise answers on the majority 
of them, thus enabling the Soviets to take relevant 
decisions. 
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Many additional facts and fig~res ~a~ be cit­
ed but the foregoing proves. that m socwlzst :oun­
tries, the activities of the organs of fJeofJle s re­
[Jresentation, far from being curtailed, are, on ~he 
contrary, gradually develofJing by encom.fmsszn.g 
ever wider range of issues, acquiring new exfJen­
ence, using new forms of control over the worh of 
executive bodies and the whole state machinery. 

At the same time, it would be a mistake to pre­
sent Communists as politicians who see the pre­
sent-day structure of the socialist s.tate as the 
height of perfection. 

The appearance of new branches of the econ­
omy, and the development of the economy as a 
'~~lole, the necessity of rapidly introducing scien­
:~ c and technological achievements into produc-
Ion, .the desire to satisfy more fully the rapidly 

growmg · h 
II . matenal and cultural needs of t e people 

-a this demands that the state machinery be 
~~~stantly improved. What met our demands yes­
.crl ay and s.eemed to be justified from the politi-
ca , econom· d · · 1 · t f · t 1 lc an orgamsahona pom o v1ew, o-
; ay ~urns out to be unsatisfactory and is subjected 

0 Is ar~ criticism. During the last few years, the 
tas < of lin · d · · t t" . 1 provmg the state a mmts ra ton, espe-
CJa ly ceo · b · 
• > •• nom1c management has een occupymg a 

centJ al. place in the work of highest organs of 
power ~n the socialist countries and in the work of 
the ruhng Communist and Workers' Parties, their 
~ongr~sses and Plenary Meetings of their Central 
Committees. 

\Vhat does th" · 1 ? MaJ'or concerns. are· . 1s mvo ve. · 
the Improvement in planning national economic 
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development, and strengthening its complex na­
ture and scientific validity; enhancing the role of 
economic incentives; better coordination between 
sectoral and regional economic management; the 
setting up of large-scale industrial and agricultu­
ral production associations.. All this makes it im­
perative to re-arrange and adapt the heart of the 
state machinery-the organs of economic planning 
and management-to the present-day require­
ments of economic development, to teach and re­
train specialists working in this apparatus and to 
get rid of people who are out of touch with reality 
and replace them with new cadres, and consistently 
introduce work-study methods into management. 

The problem of combining centralised state ad­
ministration with the initiative of local bodies is 
no less complex and it inevitably causes arguments 
and clashes. Modern computer techniques, other 
modern means of information and management, a 
high level of production concentration-all this 
promotes centralised control over the state's oper­
ations. Yet this beginning can successfully develop 
when local needs are precisely known and when 
local bodies actively and independently utilise all 
the available resources and possibilities. This is 
why in recent years in socialist countries, along 
with measures for improving the system of state 
planning, some steps have been taken to specify 
and broaden the scope of activities of the local 
organs of administration and management. 

Much attention is being paid to improving 
those cadres of the state machinery who are di­
rectly concerned with meeting the population's 
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needs, to raising the qualifications of civil servan~s 
and their skill in satisfying the working people s 
requirements, and to the strict observance of laws 
by each official. Communists have no rosy 
illusions that in a socialist s.tate machinery there 
can be no more bureaucrats cold-hearted officials 
or people who try to by-pa;s the law. An uncom­
prom~sing struggle against red tape, and indivi­
dual _mstances of disregard to the interests of the 
workmg people continue to be a matter of concern. 

Direct Control 
by the Masses 

The practice whereby state 
organs or officials submit 
reports to the community 

helps to increase the officials' discipline and re­
sponsibility and cuts down red tape and formalism. 
~~ ?uote a single example: in 197~, almost all 
loc · per. cent) the executive committ_e~s of the 
h al Soviets reported to their commumhes. More 

t( an quarter of the country's adult population 
45 4 ·1r . 

26 · ffii Ion people), discussed their reports at 1,000 meetings 

~he lmproved functioning of the state machine­
~y IS c osely linked with the increased activity of 
itlc pcoplt;'s _control organs existing in the major-

y of socialist countries. These organs are made 
up . of o_rdinary working people. ln the Soviet 
u~llOn,_ In particular, almost 9 million workers, 
co ect~ve fanners and professionals were elected 
by their w~rk-mates to the people's control groups 
at enterpnses, construction sites, collective and 
state farms and offices .. 

The :-vorking people's powers arc not limited to 
cxpressmg and realising their will through the 
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state organs alone. The constant develofnnent of 
the wodling fJeofJle's direct fJarticifJation in manag­
ing the society's and stale's affairs-the essence 
of a genuine fJeofJle's democracy-is tyfJical of so­
cialism. This is an important peculiarity of a so­
cialist system. Of course, both forms. of people's 
democracy (representative and direct) cannot be 
technically separated or, more than that, opposed. 
They supplement each other and constitute a 
single whole. 

To get an idea of the way this mechanism actu­
ally operates, we will consider the pivotal point 
of society's management under socialism, i.e., 
management of the economy and culture. Let us 
examine the working people's possibilities of par­
ticipating in the management of workers' collec­
tives, especially production collectives .. 

In the Soviet Union, for example, the state can­
not administer many enterprises or offices without 
the help of their workers' collectives and other or­
ganisations (the Communist Party, trade unions., 
youth organisations, etc.). 

In this respect the workers' collective partici­
pates in management through workers' meetings 
or standing production conferences. These confer­
ences are set up at every enterprise where the 
workforce exceeds 100 people. Over 50 million 
factory and office workers, technicians and engi­
neers take part in these conferences, which discuss 
plans for their plants.' and factories' industrial and 
social development, many questions pertinent to 
the organisation of production, working conditions 
and wage rates, technical norms, etc. 
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The effectiveness of these forms of participation 
can be judged by one fact: each year the workers 
at production conferences make up to 2,000,000 
proposals aimed at rationalising production. These 
help plant and office workers in their work and 
bring them and the enterprise great economic 
benefits. 

The socialist order is such that the extent of the 
people's participation in management does not 
depend on the will of top executives. Soviet laws, 
for example, define the rights of the workers' col­
lectives and organisations in detail. All questions 
pertinent to working procedures, the review of out­
put quotas, wage rates, distribution of the material 
mcentives fund, social and cultural events and 
housing construction must be decided either with 
the trade union committee or be subject to its ag­
reement. In particular, the law establishes the 
tr~de union's right to request reports from enter­
~ns.e managers on all the above questions and to 
~m.and that shortcomings be eliminated. The ad­

mmtstration has no right either to hire or fire a 
w?;ker or an office employee on its own initiative 
~It lout the agreement of the trade union commit­
t~e. W, o~kers may be promoted only after taking 

e 0 Pl11l0n of the trade union committtee into ac-
~ounJ. ~r~de unions may and do propose sanctions 
0 a mtntstrative bodies to be taken against top 

exe f · b cu tves tf the latter violate the labour laws, act 

furehaucratically or pay little regard to the needs 
o t e w k' f · · . . or mg people. Cases o sanctions agamst 
admtmstrators., including their removal, initiated 
by the trade unions should not be regarded as ne-



Communism: Questions 
and Answers 107 A. l.uk}·ano•·· 

Communism nnd the State 

gative. This is real evidence of the effectiveness of 
socialist democracy. 

The participation of workers' collectives in ma­
naging society's affairs is not limited to the inter­
nal problems of an enterprise or a cooperative as­
sociation. They have many political rights too. 
V\7 orkers' collectives or residents' meetings nomi­
nate candidates to the Soviets, hear reports. from 
deputies and people's judges, elect people's as­
sessors and appoint members of election boards 
to organise elections to the Soviets. As we have 
already said, workers' collectives have an exclu­
sive right to recall a deputy. 

Mass organisations are given great powers in 
running a socialist state. They have the right to 
initiate laws and to introduce draft decisions to 
be considered by the Soviets. Thus, a number of 
environmental laws were adopted on the initiative 
of environmental societies which unite thousands 
of environmentalists. Mass organisations take part 
in important state organs and decide aspects of 
their work. For example, Soviet Young Commu­
nist League members arc placed on the boards of 
all ministries and state committees whose activities 
arc associated with education, training or ensuring 
the rights of young people. There is a wide ra.ngc 
of problems which the state organs have no nght 
to decide independently and are obliged either to 
consult, work with or seek the agreement of mass 
organisations. 

Moreover, mass organisations have taken over 
some functions of the state organs, such as labour 
protection, social security, management of the 
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wide network of sanatoria, rest ho~es and dcat~~~ 
ing sites where the working peop e spen el 
holidays, and so on. 

Hence, the functions of state and non-state or-
ganisations are closely interlocked. They a~·e com­
bined but they do not coincide. The prec~se _clef~ 
inition of the state and non-state orgamsabons 
rights and duties, and the subse.quent ~ulfillment 
of their roles allows events m soctety to be 
considered from different points of view, 
including the workers' view-point; it gives a 
better idea of the actual situation, helping to 
reveal and overcome contradictions; it also 
allows alternative solutions to be argued and 
compared and proper guidelines to be worked 
out. 

No matter which aspect of improving the state 
machinery we touch upon, they are all founded 
on the working people's participation in state de­
cisions, in managing the state's affairs and in con­
trol over state bodies, i.e., democracy in the full 
sense of the word. 

The Co~munist Party is the motive force of the 
stat.e machmery and is the organising and coordi­
natmg force behind the process of making it more 
democratic. 
. The. more complex and multifarious the processes 
m s~ciety, the richer is its economic and cultu­
ral hfe, and the more precise must its guidelines 
f~r further progress be formulated. This progress, 
hke any development, means overcoming contra­
?ictions and difficulties, dovetailing multifarious 
mterests and formulating the general will of the 
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people. Such complex problems cannot be solved 
simply by using the administrative means at the 
state's disposal. The state's administrative and 
economic influence is essential and justified, but 
by itself it is not sufficient. 

The tasks confronting the socialist countries can 
only be solved through the joint efforts of the 
working people, the state and public orga-

nisations. 
The Communist P.art~, act~ng as the guiding 

nucleus. of all orgamsatl~ns, 1s a .collective force 
able to unite society and tts or.gamsations and en­
sure that all of the~ energetlcaly encourage the 
masses' participation tn mat;-agement a~d act strict-
1 within their own field \~tthout duphcating each 
~her's efforts. The P~rty 1~ the 11':lcleus of power, 

't should not be tdenbfied wtth state IJower. 
but 1 1 . f c . , Contrary to the c au:ns 0 ommumsm s critics, it 

er had nor does 1t ~ave any state power. The 
nev erforms its leadmg r.ole first of all through 
partY P . ts who were etther elected to th S 

Communts e o-the k 1·n other state organs. The p t 
· ts or wor 1 ar y 

vte its utmost to ensure t 1at state is ruled b 
does eo le and for the. people. That is why 
th<: th~ning of the leadmg ~ole of the Comm! 
stre Pg t . bsolutelY essential to develop d 
nist ar y 1s a emo-

cracY · t of democracy 1 · l 'fhe develop1nen '. w nc 1, on the 

O
ne hand, reflects a stetahdy economlc and cultural 

d the o er, exerts a . . 
growth an , on t\ . n active m-

h. grow 1, 1s most 1 fluence upon t 15 f c osely link-
ed with the nature 0 a state of the entire 

people· 
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The Communists do not forget that a st~te .0! 
the entire people, at present unique to theh 0~1e t 

Union, is just on t e Irs 
Prospects step of its development. In 
for Development h t Soviet state 

t e presen A 
system there are many features from the past. 
number of new phenomena are still in embryo 
and need improvement. . 

Soviet society's historical experience along w1th 
that of the other socialist countries which had 
finished building the foundations of socialism in 
the 1960s and are now building a developed so­
cialist society, allows more preci'se definition ~o ~e 
made of a state of the entire people as a quahtah­
v_el~ new stage in the political organi~ation of so­
cmhsm. At the same time this expenence allows 
the way, in which the state structure will develop, 
to be determined more clearly, i.e., the withering 
away of the state. 

The organisational structure of future society, 
ba_s.ed on people's power, will not fall from t~e 
ski~s, nor emerge just because the present orgam­
sat~on. of society disappears. The more developed 
~OCI~hsm b~comes, the more organisational forms. 
It _will acqu1re, which after certain transformations 
will function in communist society. This refers, 
~rst of all, to those state institutions which are en­
t.Itled to regulate society's economic life, and the 
development of science, technology and culture. 
It also refers to those multifarious state and 
public institutions which encourage the working 
people's participation in running their society's 
affairs. 
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Given the great differences in the organisational 
structure of the future communist self-government 
and present socialist society, one can still see their 
similarity and hence continuity. The very best of 
a developed and highly organised socialist soci­
ety's political organisation will have been refined 
and will be used to establish communist self­
government. 

The future will dictate the concrete ways in 
which a socialist state system is to be transformed 
into communist self -government. 

In their attitude to the state, the Communists 
are guided by the previous human experience. 
They say: The state should not serve the interests 
of the propertied minority nor suppress the work­
ing majority. The Communists view the develop­
ment of state in the following perspective: the ex­
ploitative state was abolished and replaced with 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which was a so­
cialist state of the working majority; the latter 
was transformed into a state of the entire people, 
which in turn will gradually wither away and 
become communist people's self-government. 



By I. Kichanova 

WHAT IS THE COMMUNIST 
POLICY TOWARDS RELIGION 
AND BELIEVERS? 

The break with religion in 
the USSR and other social­
ist countries is often con­
sidered an artificial process. 
alien to human society. 
Some people try to trace its 

The "Communist origin exclusively to Com-
invention" or a munist atheism, presenting 
general tendency?-i~ ~s the persecution ?f re­
State disestablishes hgwn and the oppressiOn of 
the church.- believers. But religion is 
From the opposition losing ground in the non-so­
to sodalism cialist countries as well. ... 
to loyalty.-
Freedom 
of religious 
beliefs in action.­
Education and 
the development 
of social activity, 
rather than 
compulsion.­
Thc findings 
of one sociological 
study.-For 
the genuine 
values. 
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Soviet society is justifiably called the society of 
mass atheism. The overwhelming majority of So­

The Old Assertions 
viet people do not believe 
in God. Nevertheless, a vis­

iting foreign journalist, tourist or businessman 
can easily spot a functioning church, synagogue, 
preaching-house, or mosque. A similar situation 
exists in any socialist country. In the GDR, for 
example, he can meet a representative of the 
Christian-Democratic Union: in the Polish 
People's Republic-an active member of a public 
Catholic organisation. 

Atheism is a principle on which the Communist 
parties base their world outlook. However, in the 
Soviet Union, for example, religious magazines, 
the Bible and the Koran arc published regularly. 
In Poland, there arc specialised publishers which 
put out classical and contemporary theological 
works. 

How docs it all co-exist? 
If you seck an answer to the question: ''How do 

the Communists treat believers?'' in Western pub­
lications, you would discover striking variations of 
opinion ancl contrasting judgements. 

The author happened to attend a lecture on the 
subject: "Religion and Communism", which was 
delivered in Rome by Don Loyacono, a Catholic 
prelate known for his expressly anti-communist ar­
ticles. He had just returned from the Soviet Union. 
Sensing his congregation's lack of trust in his 
preaching, the prelate resorted to personal im­
pressions to back up his sermon. \Alhat did he say 
in his homily? He had to admit that there are in 
8-2098 
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the Soviet Union state institutions which ensure 
I. . 1'1 ·t . he )lad to remark on the beauty re Igwus 1 lei y, . . . 

of churches, mention that church bwldmgs. a! e 
being restored and that both the floc~ and the 
priests live well enough. At the same ttme.' he as­
serted that atheism was forced upon Sov1et man 
and society, and that the Communists opp!:es.s.ed 
the believers since communism fights rehgwn. 
Many books 'and articles on religion i~ socialist 
countries arc based on these two asscrtwns; they 
therefore deserve detailed scrutiny. 

An Artificial 
Phenomenon 
or a Sign 
of the Times? 

There is nothing new in the 
assertion that atheism is 
alien to society. The idea 
was born together with re­
ligion itself. In the 20th 

century attacks on atheism were stepped up and 
now special emphasis is laid on the fact that athe­
ism is widespread in those countries where the 
Communists came to power. Various explanations 
were given, but the leitmotif was the same: athe­
ism is a political phenomenon forced upon society 
in the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. 

Today, it is easier to make such propositions 
than to defend them. Indeed, leading clergymen 
themselves call the 20th century a century of re­
ligion's lost prestige. The spreading of various 
forms of atheism is a source of worry for the ideol­
ogists aml leaders of all religions. It is an irrefut­
able fact that people are now generally less reli­
gious. It is also indisputable that secularisation, 
i.e., freeing all spheres of social life from the in­
lluence of religion, is gaining strength as a fun-
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damental progressive tendency of social develop­
ment. 

Atheism, s.ecularisation, the criticism of religion 
arc not only typical of socialist countries. The 
organised movement of free-thinkers has been in 
existence for over a century and has long- become 
international. The World Union of Freethinkers 
and the International Humanist and Ethical 
Union arc the most representative organisations. 
The Vatican defines them as "non-Marxist forms 
of militant atheism". Many world-renowned 
scientists, philosophers, and authors-people who 
can hardly be called the champions of commu­
nism-belong to these organisations. Among them: 
Bertrand Russell, Alfred Ayer, Corliss Lamont, 
Chomsky. They develop, under modern conditions, 
the ideas of the Enlightenment philosophers and 
Encyclopaedists, the ideas of anticlericalism; they 
substantiate the secular origins and character of 
morality and affirm the moral merits of values 
void of any religious sanction. 

Communists highly appreciate the humanistic 
and educational activities of the freethinkers and 
maintain contacts with them. Soviet specialists on 
religion and atheism participated at the 38th 
Congress of the World Union of Freethinkers, 
held in November, 1973. The papers read at the 
Congress of International Humanist and Ethical 
Union included also a paper by a Soviet represen­
tative. 

Thus, the attempts to present atheism as an arti­
ficial, autonomous and "purely communist" phe­
nomenon prove to be unsubstantiated. Atheistic 
s• 
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tendencies manifest themselves to vary~ng ~egre~s 
in many different social and cultural-l11stoncal ~~­
tuations (moreover, they sometimes contradtct 
each other), but one thing is beyond any doubt­
they are acquiring a global character and scot?e. 

Major church documents of our time recogn~se 
the importance and inlluence of these tendcnctes 
on both intellectuals and the broad people's masses. 

In his encyclic "Mater et Magislra" published 
in 1961, Pope John XXIII acknowledges the de­
veloping process of secularisation. He says: "How­
ever, no folly seems more characteristic of our 
time than the desire to establish a firm and mean­
ingful temporal order, but without God, its nec­
essary foundation.'":· The encyclic calls the estab­
lishment and legalisation of "temporal spirit", an 
important feature of our time. It points out the 
spread of legal consciousness and particularly 
stress.es the existence of Constitutions based on 
temporal law and appealing to temporal con­
sciousness. 

This was the first time the church made such 
declarations. Now, it cannot pass over in s.ilence 
the fact that the growing idea of cooperation bet­
ween all religions as the first-priority task of the 
church policies is, actually, an attempt to pool 
the efforts of all religious organisations in order 
to draw up a new s.tratcgy and tactics for the 
struggle against secularistic principles, against 
atheism. Its humanism is regarded by the church 

,,. 'The Soria! 'Teaclting.s of the Clturclt, N. Y., Hl63, p. 
2fili. 
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as the most serious danger. The voluminous 
"L' ateismo coutemf}()raneo", published by the Va­
tican recently;=· notes that the humanistic character 
of atheism becomes obvious to the common people 
and enhances the prestige of atheistic pos.i tions. 

Thus, church leaders and authoritative theolo­
gians themselves recognise that religion is losing 
its adherents throughout the world. One may as.k: 
"Is there any reason to believe that the alienation 
of believers from religion in the socialist countries 
is an artificial phenomenon, foreign to human so­
ciety"~" Would it not be more reasonable to say 
that the Marxists, the Communists, express 
in theory and realise in practice, most consistently 
and fully, the profound tendency of the historical 
and social development of society? This tendency, 
though contradictive, has become extremely 
pressing for our time. 

The Historic Decree The tedious, intricate work 
aimed at overcoming the in­

fluence of religion is regarded as an important 
task in the programme of building communism. 
The Communists proceed from the principle of the 
humanistic struggle for man. They support the 
emancipation of man from any form of aliena­
tion, and his liberation from all false and delusive 
forms of consciousness. Their policies aim to 
mould the real, all-round personality, satisfying 
the ever increasing spiritual and material needs. 
This is the fundamental programme of the Com-

•:· "L'Athcismc dam Ia vic ct Ia cultur con/CIII{mrcincs", 
1967, v. 2, p. 412. 
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munists, which has been consistently implemented 
in varying degrees, and at various stages in the 
Soviet state's development, sometimes in rather 
difficult historical conditions. 

After the victory of the Great October Socialist 
~evolution, leaders of the religious organisations 
1,11 I~ussia took the path of political struggle against 
SovJet power. They joined the counter-revolution­
~ry movement and used every possible means, 
Including their ideological influence, to restore t . 
sansm and the bourgeois landlord system. 

Why did it happen? The Orthodox Church was 
always · . · a ma~nstay of the Russian tsanst autocra-
cy. It was the largest land owner (its land posses­
;~on~_amounted to 2,850,000 hectares), and one of 

ebl Jggest financiers (it levied 90 million gold ru es f h 
w rom t e population each year). The clergy 
h ~r~ responsible for the loyalty of their flock, thus 
111e Ping the tsarist regime to politically enslave 

e Peopl ' 
also e 5 masses. The Orthodox Church was 
natio a 1 .t~ol of oppression of the non-Russian 

na Jhes a d h . . R . . . occup· d n et mc groups m ussm, smce It Ie a . "I 
other rei" . Pnv1 eged position as compared to 

The Rgions ~nd cults. 
hundred evolutiOn had given over to the peasants 
by th h of thousands of hectares of land owned 
the p: c .urch. Over 1,5 million people moved into 

Theernises Possessed by the cloisters. 
landlor~Verthrow of tsarism and the bourgeois 
of its st fYstem in Russia meant the church's loss 
therefor: ~art role in society. It is no wonder, 
tionshi b hat the problems of shaping the rela-

p etween the church and the newly emerged 
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state were among the first to be tackled by the 
Communists. As early as January 23, 1918, the 
Council of People's Commissars (the Government 
of the young Soviet Republic) issued a Decree en­
titled "On the Separation of the Church from the 
State and the School from the Church". It was a 
turning point in the relationship between the 
Russian state and the church. We shall, therefore, 
discuss the Decree in more detail. 

The Decree begins with the clear-cut declara­
tion: "The church is separated from the state."'' 
This proposition was elaborated upon in the for­
mula: "Every citizen may or may not profess any 
religion.'":-::· Every citizen enjoys a guaranteed 
right to be a believer or non-believer. "Any de­
privation of rights in connection with the profes­
sion or non-profession of any religion whatsoever 
is abrogated."::-::-::· 

The democratic principles of religious liberty 
and the separation of the church from the state are 
declared simultaneous.ly in the Decree. This means 
that, in practice, no reference is made to religion 
in any official document (such as census question­
naires, etc.) filled in by a Soviet citizen during his 
lifetime. The law forbids this to be mentioned, 
since it is purely a matter of every man's con­
sctence. 

The Decree guarantees free performance of re­
ligious rites, as long as they do not violate law 

,,. The Decrees of Soviet Power, Vol. I, Moscow, 1957, 

p. 373 (in Russian). 
,,.,,. Ibid. 

,,.,,.,,. Ibid. 
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and order and do not encroach on the civil rights 
and liberties of other Soviet citizens. Since a be­
liever is a citizen like any other member of society, 
he is obliged to fulfil the relevant civil duties .. 

The Decree abolished all religious oaths, wh1ch 
is significant if we recall the protracted, stubborn 
a~d dramatic struggle of the 19th century En­
~hsh freethinkers who sought to abolish the ob­
l~gatory procedure of taking an oath on the Bible 
(m courts, in Parliament, at official ceremonies). 
We may also recall the stormy debates in Parlia­
Il_lent on the problem of secularism, the persecu­
tion of freethinkers etc 

Th ' . 
I. . e separation of the school from the church 

e Immatecl th I ' · · · f1 1 u 1 . . . e c ergy s permcwus m uence on t 1e 
t p )J mgmg of the younger generation and ensured 
emporal p .· · 1 . 

establ' 1 d IIncip es of educatiOn. The Decree 
IS 1e the cJ . • • 1 f 1 S . state I . . e~ocrabc prmCip es o t 1e , ov1ct 

rel·10.· anc Its Institutions. Citizens could receive 
oiOUs u b · · 

and incl ... r nngmg and education on a private 
Th IVJc ual basis only. 

. e same D d . . 
tJons of th . e_cree epnved the church orgamsa-
taxes frorn ~~ nght to levy arbitrary and ruinous 
of the ll k e population. No force or punishment 
churche _oc ' n? . taxation or fees to support 

s and rei · · The . . 1giOus societies were allowed. 
nation· r t' handing· d Jsa wn of the church land and the 

over t tl 1 . ing-s did 0 1e peop e of some church bmld-
th~ churc;1ot result in the physical liquidation of 

1, as sorn b. . I . . d clericals i th e non-o JCctive ustonans an 
They for :t t~ non-socialist world try to allege. 
O\'Cr chu~ch b ~t t.he Soviet Communists handed 

uildmgs and premises, as well as 
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church-owned church-plate and objects of worship 
to religious communities for their free use. 

The church was stripped of 
Religious Freedom its economic influence, and 
is Reality its claim to a dominant role 
in the spiritual life of society and its potential as a 
political pressure on believers were seriously un­
dermined. But believers themselves remained, as 
did the family traditions and customs based on 
religious rites and the reli(Tious requirements for-

' b 
1~ed centuries ago and passed over from genera-
tion to generation. It was to fulfil these require­
ments, in keeping with the principles of religious 
freedom, that the church was recognised by the 
new s.tate and received a certain status in social 
life. We have already mentioned, however, that 
f~~lowing the Revolution, many clergymen abused 
t IS status and supported the overthrown classes 
and foreign interventionists. Soviet power was 
compelled to resort to certain suppressive mea­
sures in such cases . 
. 1~o.me publications dealing with the position of 
~1 1g1on in the USSR distort the historical truth . 
. le foes of communism paint a picture of repres-

SIOns a . h h h d . . f • War agamst t e c urc an 1ts orgamsa-
IOns, and persecutions of believers by the Soviet 

ahu.thoritics. These allegations are like a screen 
S Ie}d' f 

1 Ing the actual events. In 1921, or example, 
w len the greater part of Soviet Russia was rav­
aged by a severe drought, the state was compelled 
to confiscate a certain part of material wealth 
ownhd by various church institutions in order to 
pure ase bread from abroad. The church sabo-
9-2ogs 
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: b._ 
unprecedented in the history of re\atwnshlp c 
tween the church and the state. . 

But that was nothing new in Russia!~ I~Islory. 
Peter I and Catherine ll resorted, in then lnm:. to 
the secularisation of the church property. The_ 
tsarist Government confiscated a large amount of 
gold from the church to satisfy the needs of V/orld 
War 1. However, when the Soviet governmental 
commission began, in response to the appeal of 
the population of the hunger-stricken rcgio~s, to 
confiscate valuables owned by the church, 1t ran 
into open sabotage. Such action aroused indigna­
tion among many believers and Jed to their colli­
sion with the clergy. The believers were fully 
aware that only recently (1916) the church hacl 
g_ranted the possessions of one of the richest }~us­
Sian monasteries, the famous Yuriev Monastery, 
for the military needs of the tsarist Government. 
Anathema and imprecation were by no means the 
str~ngest actions taken by the church leadership 
an some clergy who supported it against Soviet power . 

. Other facts, too, might be brought to the atten­
tion of those who narrowly and negatively inter­
p!:~t ~he complex process of carrying out the new 
PII11C!ples of relationship between the state and 
t~e church. By declaring the equality of all reli­
gow:Iso cults and by refusing to support a privileged 
J)OS!tlon of a 1· · · · th S · t , ny re 1g10us. oro-amsatwn, e ov1e 
( rovernment had put an enl to the privileges and 
dominance of the Russian Orthodox Church which 
h:d l1C't'11 oppressing the other cults. In 1917, it 
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returned to the Moslems the ancient kxt of the 
Koran (the so-cal\ed ·'Othman \\.nr~m·\ \'\\\~\\\· 
creel sacred. It had been taken away by the tsarist 
Government. At the same time. certain religious 
sects were banned since their rites did damage to 
human dignity and health (Khlysty. SlwfJtsi. and 
some other sects). 

In the ensuing period, the Deere~: on the sepa­
ration of the church from the stale wa<> supple­
mented with a number of enactments re!.!·ulatin<• 

l,.l b 

the state-church relationship. Thus. Artick l-13 
of the Penal Code now in force in the largest So­
viet constituent republic-the Russian Federation 
-provides for punishment for "preventing the 
exercise of religious rites insomuch as they do not 
violate the social order and infringe upon the ci­
tizens' rights ... ". The Penal Codes of the other 
constituent republics contain similar provisions, 

The state also guarantees by law other rights 
of believers. For example, Article 9 of the Funda­
mentals of Labour Legislation. adopted by the 
USSR Supreme Soviet in 1970, contains a special 
provision which forbids labour rights to be restrict­
ed or employment privileges to be granted depend­
ing on one's relation to religion. Therefore, not 
a single personnel record file or application form 

:which a person has to fill in when given employ­
ment (name, date and place of birth, home add­
ress, etc.) contains questions regarding his reli­
gious standing. 
' The relevant state enactments delimit the state­
church relationship, while power bodies and the 
Council for Religious Affairs, specially set up un-

9" 
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dcr the USSR Council of Ministers, supervise their 
f ulfilmcnt. 

There are a number of monasteries, Russian 
Orthodox and Moslem religious training centres 
in the USSR. The clergy of some creeds. undergo 
training abroad (the Baptists-in Britain, Moslems 
-in Egypt, and so on). Journals, published in the 
USSR by various religious communities, have their 
readers abroad. Soviet religious organisations 
maintain widespread contacts with their foreign 
counterparts. The Russian Orthodox Church, for 
example, participates in the activities of such in­
~ue?tial international religious centres ami asso­
Ciations as the Christian Peace Conference, the 
World Council of Churches and the Conference of 
European Churches. 
. Freedom of religious worship is a fact of life 
10 .s?viet society. The legal status and rights of 
rel~g~ous organisations are guaranteed, religious 
t.r~mmg centres arc functioning, and re­
ligiOus periodicals are published. Soviet democracy 
fuarantees the rights of believers of all creeds 
except small fanatical sects). True, certain 

~:\~em_ist groups ~nd individuals do appear occasio­
th Y1 In the country and demand the revival of 
fl e 0 d .order, i.e., the reinstatement of church in-

uence In a t" I fi 1" . 1 . itual l"f par ICU ar eld of the po Ihca or sptr-
I e of s · h I fi negligible su ociety. As a rule, sue peop e md 

rious rei" . PPort even amongst adherents to va­
their art~~:~:s. creeds. They occasionally publish 
Russian Orth~n the Western press: the fo~mer 
I· .. . f dox Church clergyman, Levitan-
'' ,lsnov, or e:x:a 1 h mp e, once put forward a w ole 
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programme of measures, including the introduc­
tion of teaching religion in school. Similar claims 
were sometimes made by the split-away elements 
of the Evangelical Christian Baptists and some 
Judaic communities. 

As we see now, the problem of religion docs 
have its contradictions and difficulties. These dif­
ficulties are mainly engendered by the objective 
complexity of the multiform religious manifesta­
tions. The sphere of everyday life and family 
traditions, passed over from one generation to 
another, is "stronghold" of religious influence. The 
Communists are not going to take it by force. The 
cultural influence of our society on all the spheres 
of activity is a slow and gradual process. Some 
clergy do not observe Soviet law and try to evade 
the laws and provisions regulating the church­
state relationship, thus creating certain difficulties. 

A religious procession, for example, was orga­
nised in one of the cities to mark a local religious 
feast. It resulted in a huge traffic jam, although 
the law provides for the performance of religious 
rites on the church territory. There was a case 
when somebody tried to open a school for teaching 
religion to children, and still another, when a 
mother forced her young boy to be bapt.ised. ~ut 
these are no more than episodes in a busmess-hke 
and rather efficient system of relationship between 
the Soviet state and various religious organisa­
tions. 

As regards other, younger socialist states, the 
state-church relationship there was largely in­
fluenced by the different historical conditions of 
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t~1~ victory of socialism. hy the peculiarities of n.:­
~Igwus traditions in every country, and by the 
miti~l position taken by religious orgai~isations in 
~·clatum to a new pO\ver-thc power ol the work-

mg people. 
In the Bulgarian People's Republic, for example, 

tl_1e Orthodox Church was not politically cxpc-
ncnccd 1 · 1 ] · I t. ant cnJoycc on y margma pres 1gc 
~lmongst the masses. l t took the path of loyally to 

H\ncw regime comparatively quickly and easily. 
~1 c abandoned its clerical claims. In the German 

be~;~~c.I~ati_c Re~nii?Iic. th: political activity of 
f . CI ~ 111 buddmg- socialism cngcn<lcrccl new 

OI ms of the' ]' . I . tl .. of 1 ,1. Ir po ItiGl representation- 1c umtmg 
)C Ievers f · ('] · · I · I Cl .· . o vanous . uJstJan crccc s mto t 1e 

'1I IstJan D . . U . . 1 . I tion· 1 I' emocrat1c mon mcluclcc mto t 1e Na-
a . ro t f D T! n ° cmocratic Germany. 
le establ is! t f l . I · 1 social' t 1mcn o a re atwns up )etween the 

diffic 1 ~t _state and the church proved especially 
cxisti~ r II: th_c_ Polish People's Republic clue to the 

g tiachtiOI1S., 1 1. · · f ·t )' · cal and 1 · .. nc pccu wnt1cs o 1 s llston-
problem ~~ tural development. In tackling this 
Worker~' ~e Government and the Polish United 
traditional\ arty have always proceeded from the 

' y strono- . r . . . country Rel' . . n 1 c tgwus sentiments m the 
. \. Igwn IS tau I t · I 1 f 11 · · to learn. Act· 1 . g 1 m sc 100 or a w1shmg 

t . IVe )CIJevcr . I . t . na 10nal orga . . s arc umtec tn o vanous 
I . I ntsatJons (tl "Z 1 " "P , ) w 11c 1 arc inc\ 1 . 1c '"'na < , ax , etc. 

repn:scntinn· a~cteld mto the National Unity Front 
h < lC I) t . . . I 1\s we s.ce soc1· 1. a notJc forces 111 t 1e country. 

' ' a lSI d . · church relationsh' .. n . ocs not standatdtse state-
tp. It cliff · · h 

n ~pccilic wav. in v . ers, somcttmes m a rat -
· anous countries. But every-
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where, the church enjoys freedom of action. pro­
vided, naturally, it docs not violate the law. 

The freedom of religious worship and its real­
isation is one aspect of the problem. No less 

important is its other aSJH:ct 
Communist Atheism: I f 1 
Aims and Practice T/ le reec on~ of atheism. 

. 1e . separation of the 
church I rom the stale and I reed om of c011sc· 

. . . · 1enn· 
a~·e mseparabl y lmked to the I reed~m of anti-rei i-
gums propaganda and guarantees I or the fr .. l 

f . 1. I •1.1 . . ccc om 
o matena 1st propag-anc a. lis 1s the b ·. 1. I . . . . . · t) . 1. LlS!S 0 
at 1e1shc achvihes m 1e soc1a 1st countries I I 
S . l · f · · I J · • n t 1e ovtet Jmon, 01 examp e, t 1e ma!!azin. v . 

I . · ,. · I R 1· · .._, · e ·'' a II I.· a 1 Rc tgtya (,,ncuce mu e tgum) put f . ' 
· '(' I I l 't' · f s 0 1Ward sctenh Ical y Jasec en ICism o religious tl . : 

f I · 1 .._ 1Inhn0' The problems o at 1e1sm anc rclio-ious ·"t· . \ t-o· 
. . 1 I b Cii ICiSill . studied at a specia researc 1 centre-t} I . <t1 e 

of Scientific Atheism. Students, teach ~e nshtute 
l . I' . . b et s, \\'orh.~. anc speCia tsts 111 vanous ranches of k \ Is 

deliver lectures on atheism to the }) lno~\'ledgc 
b f opu abo The author, a mcm cr o the editor· l b n. 

the Nau/w i Religiya, happened to "'tita oard of 
· f I " end ·1 1· cusston with a group o · c ergymen f. • cIs-

churches, who came to the USSR fr 1 o;n Various 
States in HJi2. Almost all of them com t le United 
counter persecution and criticis111 0;l~ec_te~l to en­
as the discussion proceed~d and the ehgion. But 
a closer look at the publications .· . ~Uests got 

· d 1 'd I Ciihc · .._ g10us ogmas anc ~ cas, t_1ey saw f . ISmg reli-
that such notions of the pnnciples 01 themselves 
anti-religious propaganda in the u~nd methods of 
sti11cd. One of the American p . SR Were unju-

. . d . I"Iests sl numc mterest an surpnsc whc l lOWed ge-
11 le found in our 
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magazine an essay dealing with Kant's philosophy 
of ethics and expos.ing the contradiction~ in t.hc 
thinking of this philosopher. Articles dealmg wtth 
the religious ideas of Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy and 
others were also a great revelation for them. They 
admitted that none of them expected such a com­
petent knowledge of religious and philos.ophic 
ideas, which is the basis of atheistic education in 
the Soviet Union. 

The gradual overcoming of religious beliefs is 
an intense ideological struggle, a stubborn, uncom­
promising struggle for a morality free of fear and 
hope for recompense in the other world, a struggle 
for reason, intrepid, open to trials, passions and 
victories. It is a struggle for full aesthetic enjoy­
ment of the beauty of the surrounding world, for 
social contacts between the people who do not 
nee.d any intermediary from the other world, for a 
soctally active man, a citizen and a builder of 
progressive society. 
~hat is harmful about religion under socialism·~ 

~t 1~ not only that religion signifies a non-scientif­
;c, ~llusory perception of the world and social life. 
? . eed, a believer does. not take all the opportu­

~uttes pres~nted by the new society for fully enjoy­
mg an acttve social life. It would also be correct 
~? .say that he himself gives less to society. A re-
tg~ous P~rson squanders his energy-both moral 

an phystcal-preparing for the "future" life. He 
r~ga~·ds this as his moral duty. But the true mora­
lity IS :xpressed differently: has a man done 
cverythmg to make life-both his and other 
prople's-better, fuller and more beautiful here, 
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in this world? In this respect (which is most im­
portant), the humanism of atheists largely coin­
cides with altruism and is conductive to overcom­
ing egoistic aims. 

It is a matter of creating conditions for the full 
self-realisation of man, for removing the very need 
for religion as a compensation for a drab life. 
Marxists arc, however, fully aware that the trans­
formation of material conditions does not lead au­
tomatically to man's rejection of relig-ion. The 
latter has its own logical development. ll is close­
ly connected and interwoven-both objectively 
and in believers' consciousness-with cui tural, 
ethnic and national factors, with everyday tradi­
tions, etc. Frederick Engels, a profound thinker 
and uncompromising opponent to philosophic 
idealism and religion, expressed very exactly the 
Marxist concept of overcoming religious beliefs 
ideologically whilst apprehending critically the 
universal values. " ... For it is by no means a mat­
ter of simply throwing overboard the entire 
thought content of those two thousand years., but 
of a criticism of it, of extracting the results-that 
had been won within a form that was false and 
idealistic .... "':· 

Foreign tourists are often surprised to read 
posters announcing a forthcoming performance of 
Bach's "St. Matthew Passion" or Rakhmaninov's 
"Vespers" at the Moscow Conservatoire, or to see 
biblical paintings in Soviet Art Galleries. 

Is it not paradoxical that atheists are fond of 
religious music? Not at all. Broad-mindeclness, the 

,,. F. Engels, Dialectics of Nature, Moscow, 19i.J. p. 198. 
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. h ,ut being restricted 
ability to perceive beauty v,nt < ·ientation-this is 
by a narrow anti-religious 01

1 tl·cnds and tastes 
lt !I'Ll what characterises th~ CU l Soviet people. ;\ ri~c 

of the broad masses of the L • • to the ennnCI-
in cultural standards is conduciVt.: • 
pation from religion. . [ the materialist 

Tl . · t' · tenng 0 . 1e C011SCien IOUS, 111LlS .~ morality presUp-
world outlook and CommUI~tst and a knowledge 
poses a h!gh level. of ed.ucatton 0 ·ht. Knowledge. 
of the lustory of soctal t~10 g 1 vel of oral 
erudition, culture and a }llgh I e anti r l~'ou 
consciousness arc the basis of t 1e •. ~ e Ig~ ~ 

· 'n then· d!SCUSS!On1 
arguments advanced by athe1sts 1 
with believers. 1 . 1 

It is particularly important to emp l.astse t 1a 

the confrontation and struggle of. the ~~leas am 
world outlooks of atheists and believers Is. wage( 
in a situation where they arc both equally ~warl 
of the social ideal of communism. Both behcver: 
and atheists are patriots: they arc huilc~ing joint!) 
a new society under the banner o[ Freed om 
Equality, Fraternity. 

New human relations arc taking shape as so­
cialism and communism is being built, and the 
high-principled moral ideal of communism is 
matcrialising. This ideal has assimilated the uni­
versal norms of human morality and justice and 
enriched them with social activity, the idea of 
hig-h social duty, and enthusiasm for transforming 
the world, nature and social relations. 

The correspondence of communist ideals to 
man's profound aspirations and needs underlies 
I he broad mass social basis of communism. The 
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clergy an: fully aware of this since they witness 
every day the unity between the Communist par­
tics and the people in the ?Ocial ist count rics. In 
his paper read at the Conference of representa­
tives of all religions in the USSR ··For Peace and 
Cooperation Between the Peoples'' (.July, J!)()q). 
Leningrad and Novgorod Tvh;tropolitan "Nikodim 
described the significance of communism to be­
lievers: ''As a result of the Great October Social­
ist Revolution. the world was confronted with the 
;}CW social forlll of ~~ stall:. which. in the .itl years 
~~f its existence. has experienced many trials and 
~volvcd a new democratic pattern of life and a 
.tew moral social order. It is on the way to evolv­
;Jlg ever more just human relations. For a Chris-
1an. it is important to sec that the ideals brought 
r~J the world by the \Nord Incarnate arc being 
~Haterialiscd in this new world ... ,:. 
? He went on to approve fully the moral prin­
'~plcs formulated by socialist society: "The gcn­
..;ral principles of social ethics in ou_r ~ocialist so­
ciety arc as follows: love of the sonahst Mother­
land: conscientious work for the good of socictv: 
the principle: ·'He who docs not work. neither sh~ll 
he cat"; general concern for the preservation and 
increase of the public wealth; a keen awareness of 
one's duty to society: collectivism and comrade\ y 
mutual assistance: each for all, and all for each: 
humane relations and mutual respect bel ween in­
dividuals: man is a friend, comrade and brother 
to man; an uncompromising attitude to injustice, 

,,. Th£' Confcrcuu u{ l:i'f!li'SI'/1/a/i;•ts of .·Ill Rdir~ious iu 
tht' { 'SSR. Zagorsk. I !Hi!J. p. Ki (in Russian). 
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parasitism, dishonesty, careerism and money-grub­
bing; friend_ship and brotherhood of all peoples of 
the USSR; mtolerance of national and racial ha­
tred; an uncompromising attitude to the enemies of 
peac~ and the freedom of nations."=:· The clergy re­
~og~rse the_ value of these principles which apply 
.o~ t~:ehevers and non-believers in Soviet so­
~~~Jdo n~ u~d~rstand the_ir moral attractiveness 
flock. Wts to come mto conflict with their 

M . , . 
arxism s chief weapon in the t . l f 

tc:rialism is that 't ff s tugg e or rna­
, · • · ' 1 0 ers man the possibility f 

/{tLIIJJIJI{ 8df-awartntss In try'tng· to c · 0 
. . · · · ompronllSe the 

{'(JIIIIIIIIIIISI. Jcleal and make it less attractive to the 
lllasscs, om opponents frequently allege that it is 
mass-oriented and that the paramount concern for 
the collective is detrimental to the individual. 
They tend to portray the social ideal of commun­
Ism as the ideal of an "ant-hill" and its practical 
realisation-as work "in general" which is di­
vorced from concern for individual's material 
and spiritual requirements. The believers are 
described as the "victims" of this scheme. The 
class approach is interpreted as the alternative to 
simple humaneness, whilst concern for "the 
distant", for the entire people is counterposed to 
lov~ for living man. ~ . 

. 1· acts, however, testify otherwise. Even m the 
grunmest years of the Soviet state's history, hu­
maneness and care for real people, i.e., the indivi­
dual, were a distinguishing feature of the Com­
munists and did not contradict their class revo-

,,. Ibid., p. 85. 
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lutionary conscience. Lenin's reply to a letter from 
the military commissar Danilov is extremely inter­
esting in this connection. Danilov wrote to Lenin 
of the necessity to develop a sense of "lo\'c, com­
passion, mutual assistance within tlzc class, within 
the camp of the working people."':· Note that this 
was written in the years of an acute class struggle 
when people s.uffered hardships and trials. In his 
reply, Lenin stressed: "It is absolutely uccrssary to 
develop a sense of 'mutual assistance'. etc., both 
'within the class' and towards the <•JOr!~ing j)('of!/f' 

0 [ other classes."':-::- In Lenin's thinking, care. assis­
tance and solidarity arc extended to every indi­
vidual working man, rather than simply to the sum 
total. This did not contradict at all the social ideal 
of communism. 

Marxists are fully aware of the existing individ­
ual, purely personal, subjective, and sometimes 
circumstantial motives and reasons for turning 
to religion. Unstable convictions and an uncertain 
position in life, augmented by an individual's 
personal co?flicts_ ~omctimcs compel him to seek 
consolation 111 rchgwn. A mother who has lost her 
child is inconsolable: the grief of solutidc, morbid 
loneliness, despair, anguish. . . . Human care, 
extended by various institutions in socialist society, 
is a remedy in this case, too. It is true that, depend­
ing on the specific nature of a situation or indivi­
dual's fate, this remedy is not always exclusive 
or 100-percent effective: it is not so easy to over-

,,. V. I. Lenin, ComfJ/ele Worlu, Vol. 53, p. 415 (in !~us­
sian). 

,,.,,. V. I. Lenin, Collected Worb, Vol. 45. p. 296. 
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come one's urge to seck consolation in religion. 
The spotlighting of changes in the system of 

values amongst the population help~ _us comp_rc-
hend how rehgiOus hchcfs 

In the Mirror arc overcome in various 
of a Sociological sections of the Soviet pco-
Analysis f 11 · 1 t ple. The o owmg ( a a 
shows the correlation between religious and secu­
lar values in the minds and behaviour of people 
living in a typical Central Russian area-the 
Penza Region.':· 

The people's optmon of the role rcli~ion 
played in various spheres of life was one of the 
criteria of their attitude to religion as a value. 
13.5 per cent of those questioned said that religion 
consoles them in their hour of need; 0.6 per cent­
that it teaches them good and helps to be men 
of high moral standards; 0.6 per cent-that it 
helps them bring up their children; and 0.2 per 
cent said that it provides answers to questions 
concerned with the essence of various natural and 
so~ial phenomena. 71.1 per cent of the inhabitants 
satd co~fide~tly that religion plays no role what­
soever tn thetr lives::-::-

As regards the question whether religion has 
any influence on the moral standards of the in­
dividual and society, 35.9 per cent answered that 
it has a negative inlluence; 6.7 per cent-that it 

,,. The data were obtained in l!Jfi7 -69 by polling 9,000 

people. 
,,.,,. Here and in some other cases the total percentage is 

less than 100 because some subjects found it difficult to 
;lllS\\"l'l" certain questions. 
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may have both tH.:g-at1vc and JHlSit!\ L 1 .•.• ttl 
, . I . I ·ttl' c.: 

and 5.2 per cent sa1d l 1at 1 t 1as a Jll1:--. ( sl j~h t-
fluencc. The remaining- part of the s.:unpk 1 jn-
1 h . I I" . l "lS Ill y more t an half) satd t 1at IT tgwn 1·: 
11 I l I. · ·11 ,oll· . 

uencc or t 1at they have no c c 1111lc opt .. 11 u-
T I l . . us <.t: 

he answers testify t 1at non-n.: I/2."10 1· .0 n-
l I I. r·1 c 

ments arc predominant in l1c sp 1ere o n.10 '. l th~lt 
sci~n.ce. Only .a small I?1~op01:tion s~ill hcll~~·t:,~. high 
rclJ<'IOn rctnatns a llOSltlVC laclor tn enslll 111 ,.., .1s· 

t> • • • • • ·t \' ' . 
moral standards of the mdtvtdual and soCIC • 

a whole. for 
Although subjective data arc important . 

indicating personal values, they alone arc 111 -

sufficicnt. W c shall, therefore, supplement the\11 
with data characterising man's actions. The prac-
. ' 1· blc hce of confession is among the most re ta 

criteria of religious behaviour. All non-religious 
motives in performing this rite arc, apparently, 
excluded. The survey disclosed that as little as 
3.5 per cent of the sample confessed ,·cgularly, and 
another 9.5 per cent-occasionally. The data on 
religious feasts are interesting, too. !iG.6 per cent 
of the inhabitants do not observe them at all; 9.1 
per cent -from time to time; 23 per cent observe 
them at home but do not attend church services; 
and 5. 7 per cent celebrate them and attend church 
services. It follows, then, that a considerable pro­
portion of those observing religious feasts are not 
interested in purely religious aspects of these rites. 

The following two facts complete the picture. 
In reply to the question: "Is there any object of 
religious worship in your home?", 52.6 per cent 
said "Y cs" and 44 per cent-"No". It would seem 
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that the first figure contradicts all the pi:e~ious 
data disclosing a small percentage of rehgwus­
minded persons. But when a.sked why they. kept 
these objects, 9.6 per cent said that they satisfied 
their religious requirements, an? 8.2 per ce~t 
stated that they satisfied such reqmrements of their 
relatives. The majority (32.6 per cent) said that 
they kept these objects by tradition. Thus, the par­
~icipation in religious feasts and keeping the ob­
J?cts of religious worship at home are not reli­
gwusly motivated for the majority of the sample. 
When asked: "What future awaits religion?" 42.8 
per cent of the inhabitants think that religion will 
withe.r away, 4.8 per cent believe that religion will 
remam, and 42.5 say they do not know. These da­
ta also relate indirectly to the sphere of personal 
values: They definitely help to evaluate the popu­
l~r .attitude towards the future of religion in so­
Cialist society. 

The correlation of religious and non-religious 
v~Iues in a person's conscience and behaviour, 
disclosed by this and other similar polls in the 
USSR, reveals a tendency towards a high degree 
~f secularisation in the most important aspects of 
life ,under socialism. Religion as an arbiter of 
man s conscience and behaviour has universally 
decreased in importance. This specifically expres­
ses the general process of secularisation which is 
mostly manifest under socialism . 
. The humanitarian values, aims and ideals, con­

Sis~e~tly defended by Communists fighting against 
religiOn, are the reaLv.at.ues_that help man live a 
full and worthy Iif'e.: ~~;: ::.'h.:.: · 

.. ~·-- -. ~ ...... . '.... ·.,, ~ 
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T; ~ .ke a stand ort a ne_:-v social system one 
r·.!eds accurate ioformatw_n about it. This ~s 
J:recisely the·purJ?ose of thiS ~ook, the Second 
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· series to be bn ,1 ;g~t out by Progress Pub­
lishers. The co~tnbutor_s, representing . a 
wide cross-sectiotl of Soviet opinion, discuss 
communism as ~ theory of socio-political 
movement and sum. UJ? the experience of 
building the nevi socmhst society; they con­
sider and ·. critic~lly analyse various view-

points. 
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