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Foreword

ABOUT THE SERIES

These case studies in cultural anthropology are designed to bring to students,
in beginning and intermediate courses in the social sciences, insights into the
richness and complexity of human life as it is lived in different ways and in different
places. They are written by men and women who have lived in the societies they
write about and who are professionally trained as observers and interpreters of
human behavior. The authors are also teachers, and in writing their books they
have kept the students who will read them foremost in their minds. It is our belief
that when an understanding of ways of life very different from one’s own is gained,
abstractions and generalizations about social structure, cultural values, subsistence
techniques, and the other universal categories of human social behavior become
meaningful.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Richard A. Barrett received his training in anthropology at the University of
California at Los Angeles and at the University of Michigan, earning his doctorate
at the latter school in 1970. He has taught at Temple University and is presently
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico. His acquaint-
ance with Spanish culture antedates the period of fieldwork upon which this book
is based. In 1960-1961, while still an undergraduate, he lived for a year in Spain
and studied at the University of Madrid. His research interests center on problems
of modernization in Latin America and in the Mediterranean area. He hopes to
return to Spain in the near future to conduct research in a Spanish city.

ABOUT THE BOOK

On one of our recent trips through Spain we detoured especially to visit Bena-
barre, since we had already been introduced to the village by a preliminary manu-
script from Richard Barrett. Noting the impressive castle and the hilly environs of
Benabarre from a distance, we proceeded on a small road through the lower part
of the village and wound our way up to an area where there were several pleasant
villas along one side of the road and the community water supply on the other.
We wanted to eat our lunch and contemplate the lay of the village, as well as take
a few pictures, before reconnoitering the community itself. As we got out of our
car, two men, who had apparently been working on the water system, came walking
towards us and we engaged them in conversation. After some preliminaries, we
asked if they had known a young man who had done a sociological study of Bena-
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viii FOREWORD

barre a short time ago. Their faces lit up and they spoke of their friend, Richard
Barrett, with great enthusiasm and warmth. He was "“muy simpdtico.” They told us
a good deal about him, about his Japanese wife, and his participation in the life
of Benabarre. Our inadequate Spanish permitted us to catch only a portion of what
was said, but it was very clear that they felt most warmly about their friend, Barrett,
and that he had acted as a good anthropologist should. They took special delight in
telling us about how he could sit at a cafe all afternoon with only a little bit of
wine (indicating with two fingers the miniscule quantity) talking to everyone.
“He knew everyone and talked to them about everything.” They then referred us
to a Sefior Tomés “who knows everything you would be interested in.” We spent
an interesting day in Benabarre.

That our two informants had good reason to speak of Richard Barrett as they did
becomes apparent as one reads through the first part of this case study, which is
devoted to how the anthropologist learned about Benabarre and how the Bena-
barrenses came 1o know him. In this part of the case study he introduces us to the
community and the people in it as well as acquainting us with his procedures of
fieldwork and hjg rationale for them. He makes the interesting point that the anthro-
pologist muse come to know the culture of the community not only as the natives
know it but a)s in a way that they do not know it. This is a very obvious fact, but
one that is often overlooked in contemporary discussions of the relationship of the
anthropologist 1o the community he studies and to the people who live in it.

This case study documents the effects of modernization and urbanization upon the
Srna.ll COmmunity in a particularly significant context. During the last two decades
Spain has achieved levels of growth greater than at any other period of its history
and exhibjys one of the highest rates of development in the western world. These
generalizations have specific meaning in Benabarre and the author develops this
Meaning explicitly. Urbanization in Spain has occurred at the cost of a rural exodus
that has Virtually depopulated the countryside in certain areas. The hinterland around
Benaﬁbarre has lost 61 percent of its population in twenty years. Many small and
re!anvely isolated communities are now completely abandoned with boarded-up
Windows, yere, silence, and collapsing roofs. Even Benabarre has lost 45 percent of
1tS population between 1910 and 1970. This shift in population has been due both
t0 a breakdowy, in the traditional economy and to an increase in opportunities in
urban centers. Even these dramatic figures do not tell the whole story. Many house-
holds, APParently still intact, will not survive for another generation for the young
people wij not suffer the r,elative deprivation associated with small scale farming

or iti ' ‘ .
: other traditiona] enterprises, and local girls become increasingly reluctant to marry
1010 peasan households,

There are

Man of change described in the studies
of Burgbach Y parallels here to processes g

and Kippel in this same series.* In both cases it is the smallhold

. * George D, Spindler and student collaborators, 1973, Burgbach: Urbanization and ldentity
n a German V;j

) Uage, Case Study in Cultural Anthropology. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, Inc.

John Friedl, 1974, Kippel: 4 Changing Village in the Alps, Case Study in Cultural An-
thropology. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.
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peasant, whose landholdings are fragmented and whose methods of operation are
traditional, who is losing out. Mechanization is effective only on consolidated and
larger landholdings. Farming as a way of life is displaced by farming as a ration-
alized industry. This change strikes directly at the core of the traditional folk culture.

In all three cases, however, modernization not only results in the loss of the tradi-
tional way of life and a disorganization of traditional patterns, but also results in
regenerative and creative processes. The area around Benabarre is becoming a rural
food factory with a number of mass production units developing in livestock,
poultry, and egg farming. Construction work has increased as urbanites buy and
renovate old buildings, or build new summer homes. Tourism is taking on economic
significance, and many people now derive income from apartment rentals. Property
values have also increased. The character of life and interpersonal relations and the
class structure itself are undergoing fundamental change. Benabarre, of course, is
different from Burgbach because the lacter is becoming incorporated into a larger
metropolitan whole. A more total kind of urbanization is taking place there. In
Benabarre and Kippel, due to their relative remoteness from urban centers, the
process is less complete. Both Benabarre and Kippel have retained their identities,
though they have become much more open to outside influences and personnel in
recent decades. These case studies, read singly or together, will give the student an
understanding of the processes of urbanization and modernization, as they apply to
small communities, that no amount of generalizing could.

GEORGE AND LOUISE SPINDLER
General Editors

Portpla Valley, California






Acknowledgments

Fieldwork in Benabarre in 1967-1968 was supported by a fellowship from
the “project for the study of social networks in the Mediterranean area” which was
financed by a grant from the Ford Foundation. I am grateful to the project directors
Eric R. Wolf and William D. Schorger for the fellowship. I also had support while
preparing for fieldwork from a predoctoral fellowship (No. 5-F1-MA-30, 519-02)
from the National Institutes of Mental Health.

In writing this book I have incurred numerous debts. Eric Wolf was a constant
source of advice and inspiration, both while I was in the field and afterwards when
I wrote my doctoral dissertation. Anybody familiar with his work will recognize
his influence in the treatment of materials here. Some years ago Charles Gibson
also gave me some good advice which I have taken to heart in writing this account.
My colleague Philip Bock read three chapters of this manuscript and made some
very useful suggestions, and I thank him. George and Louise Spindler, the editors
of this series, have also given help and encouragement. I thank Charla Schwerstein
for typing the manuscript.

There are various persons in Spain who gave very generously of their time. I
want to particularly thank my good friends in Benabarre. The good people of
La Buena de Dios, Casa Escold, Casa Rodrigo Rico, Casa Isidro, Casa Fort and of
the Mas de Pinies—all were of enormous help to me. There are many others in the
village whom I can only thank collectively. I benefited greatly from the knowledge
of Don Francisco Abbad, one of the most engaging and erudite individuals I have
ever had the pleasure to meet. Don Marcelino Mur-Saludas, a former secretario of
Benabarre, was kind enough to share his thoughts about Benabarre with me, and
I thank him.

Perhaps my greatest debt is to my wife Yukiko. She listens, sometimes patiently,
to my ideas before they are shared with the rest of the world. Unlike other critics,

she has no reserve in expressing disapproval.
R.A.B.

xi






Contents

Foreword vii
Acknowledgments xi
1. The Setting and Fieldwork 1

The Serting 1

Fieldwork 4
Establishing Rapport 5
Use of Informants 10
Participant Observation 17

2. The Background: Prewar Society 23

The Class Division in the Prewar Community 23
The Gentleman Complex 26

Interclass Relations 30

The Notables as “Brokers” 35

The Second Republic and Civil War 36

3. Benabarre in the Rural Revolution 39

Industrial Development in Spain 39

The Rural Exodus 41

The Crisis of the Small Proprietor 44
Metropolitan Culture and the Urban Impulse 51
The New Economy 55

4. The Changing Class Structure 60

Social Leveling 60

The Rural Bourgeoisie 64

Social Withdrawal of the Notables 66
The New Middle Class 69

The Traditional Farmers 74

The Skilled Trades 76

5. The Village and the Outside World 78

City-Village Social Ties 78
Urban-Rural Reciprocity 81
Extra-Community Networks: Political Implications 85

xiii



X1y CONTENTS

Influential Hijos del Pueblo 90
Institutions and Networks 92
The Character of Village Government 95

6. Conclusions: Balance Sheet on Modernization

Loss of Community 98
The Economic and Political Dimension 103
Final Remarks 105

References Cited

Recommended Reading

98

107
109



BENABARRE






1/ The setting and fieldwork

The cultural anchropologist typically studies small, face-to-face communities.
By immersing himself as deeply as he can in local life he gains an intimate famili-
arity with the people and the way of life he studies. What he sacrifices in scope
he hopes to atrain in immediacy of knowledge. Few anthropologists would, how-
ever, concede that the relevance of their studies is confined to the immediate com-
munities dealt with. The anthropologist who writes about a village in India also
expects to add to our knowledge of Indian culcure; the one who writes about
American street-corner blacks aims at making some statement about the black
situation in the United States.

It is likewise with chis study. I am concerned with a small village in northern
Spain. Without saying that the village is typical of community life—for in many
ways it is not—I do think that it reflects a great deal of Spanish culture. More
importantly, the community is representative of a change which is occurring
throughout the Spanish countryside and elsewhere in the world. Spain is experi-
encing what one anthropologist has termed the “rural revolution” (Halpern 1967).
This is the change initiated in agrarian countries when these nations begin to make
successful strides toward industrialization. Since the 1950s Spain has been making
rapid progress toward this goal and the impact on the villages has been consider-
able. The rural revolution is by no means confined to Spain. Many other countries,
of southern Europe, the Middle East, Latin America, and Asia, are undergoing a
similar transformation. Detailed studies can provide important insights into the
course of change in developing countries. A principal aim of this study is to point
up some of the social and political changes which accompany, or are a consequence
of, industrial modernization. Of course in many ways the Spanish case is unique, as
any historical experience must be. Nevertheless, it is unique within a series of
events which exhibit similarities. Hopefully, case studies such as this one will aid
us in understanding the regularities in the process of modernization as a whole.

THE SETTING

The village of Benabarre is located in Huesca province in the northeastern part
of Spain. It is situated in the northern half of the province in a broad belt of foot-
hills and low mountains referred to as the sub-Pyrenean zone. The elevation of
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area a rather mild climate, The winters are cold but not severely so; snow falls
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In Summer the climate is almost ideal; the average midday temperatures range,
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from a distance.! Internally, the village also has a certain charm. The main road
leads to a trec-lined central plaza which gives off to a number of lanes which wind
throughout the community. Houses are built in apartment fashion, attached to each
other along the streets. The solid rows of buildings give the streets an almost
tunnel-like appearance.

Benabarre's population was 1,127 persons in 1968. Most of these (976 persons)
live in the village nucleus. There are sixty-six more who live on thirteen farms
scattered throughout the village rérmino (boundary). Another eighty-five inhabit
the small hamlet of Aler which is located five kilometers to the west, but which
belongs to Benabarre administratively. There is only one town in the surrounding
area larger than Benabarre; this is Graus, 20 kilometers to the northwest, with
3,800 inhabitants. The closest cities are Barbastro, 52 kilometers to the southwest,
and Lérida, 65 kilometers directly south. While it is evident that Renabarre is con-
siderable distance from these cities, this should not give the impression that it is
isolated. Two asphalt highways meet in Benabarre and connect it to all of the
important cities of the plain below. Virtually every day of the year some Benabar-
renses visit Lérida, Barbastro, or Huesca, either by bus, taxi, or private car.

The village economy is divided berween agriculture and commerce. Like all
villages of the region, Benabarre is surrounded by fragmented plots of farmland
cultivated by peasants who reside in the village. Each day they drive their tractors,
or walk their mules, to their individual holdings and then return to the village in
the evening. The agriculture is Mediterranean dry farming. As the name implies,
there is no substantial irrigation and crops are dependent on rainfall. The main
crops are wheat, barley, oats, wine grapes, almonds, and olives. Of these, cereals
are most important; in 1960, 1,526 of Benabarre’s 2,087 cultivated hectares were
planted in cereals. This represents 73 percent of the cultivated land. Another 304
hectares are in olive trees, 155 are planted with almonds, and 86 in vineyards. This
crop complex is supplemented by raising livestock, especially pigs, poultry, and
sheep.

Besides farming, Benabarre has a substantial commercial sector. There are vari-
ous grocery and drygoods stores, four cafes, various butcher shops, blacksmitheries,
and carpentries; there are two main banks, a pharmacy, an inn, hotel, and a cinema.
The commercial establishments, however, are not highly visible. The stores often
have no signs, or poorly discernible ones, and most operate on a small scale. For
these reasons the average observer imagines the village economy to be more agrarian
than it is. The fact is, however, that a majority of the household heads, 57.5 percent
of them, earn more than half of their income from occupations outside of agricul-
ture. The commercial development is due to the fact that Benabarre serves a hinter-
land population from peasant hamlets which have almost no merchants. Also in
recent years a substantial trade has grown up based on highway traffic which passes
through the village in a continuous flow.

There is more to be said in introducing the village and people. Yet a purely
descriptive account can provide only a limited impression of what the people and
community are like. Perhaps if I describe how I came to know Benabarre, some-
thing of the people and the impression they made on me will be revealed.
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FIELDWORK

My wife and I arrived in Barcelona in April 1967. After purchasing a small
used car we set out for Huesca province. I went there as a doctoral student in
anthropology as part of the “project for the study of social networks in the Medi-
terranean area,” based at the University of Michigan. Various areas of Mediter-
ranean countries had been marked out by the project directors as being of particular
interest. One of these was the sub-Pyrenees region of northern Spain. The project
directors did not attempt to influence my decisions regarding selection of a com-
munity, or in focusing on a particular problem for study; these decisions were left
up to me. Though I had spent a year in Spain some seven years carlier (and so
spoke Spanish), I had never been in this area of the country. Therefore, the first
order of business was to carry out a reconnaissance to decide which community
would best suit my purposes.

I was interested in studying social stratification and local political organization,
s I wanted a medium sized village where there would be merchants and profes-
510ljnal people as well as peasants. The small villages tended to be composed almost
e.nurely of peasants and so provided almost no opportunity of observing the rela-
thrl.ships between various social and occupational strata. Once in the provincial
capieal (the city of Huesca) we made a list of all the towns and villages which
had. more than 1,000 population. We then mapped out daily reconnaissance routes
whnc.h would allow us to visit three or four villages every day. A typical visit simply
entailed driving into the village plaza, getting out, and walking through the streets
to talk to anyone who was disposed to talk with us. Fortunately the appearance of
strangers (especially foreigners—and my wife is Japanese, and so rery foreign)
s a great event in most Spanish villages and we immediately became a center of
curiosity. We never had difficulty finding people with whom to converse.
faclz foflg::t E;St day' of these vis_its we bt:*crifmsee r:;:/uasred eocfl i2'25(()1mewhat distressing
flow of e any villages were in a state O ue to an enormous

r enjilgrauon to the cities. Almost all of them had lost population in recent
gflerrsy:vnhi: :’ml:? the loss was so great ihe village:owle;e“llgz'f:]gqfal.lingl into_ ruins.
they all ryp 0; card d.u? same SEory: Young Iimfmenr was reg . c;]'e e
percentage of to the citjes.” ’I“he truth of thxs? Sn‘ roment (;f o if)te in 'tl?e low
visited, Thi, bz'c(;ung anfi working age PC_’P“la“Oh e of Jrunities we
me an important factor in our ¢ oice of a community. We wanted

to avOld “Olk“lg 1n a mor lbu“d Y 'g
SO 0SS! 0
ones ()ﬂ our llSt

. We drove into
1mmediately
projects, new
for summer ¢

) Benabarre on the third day of our reconnaissance. We were
‘@pressed by the level of activity. There were numerous construction
Il\'-('st()ck farms, many commercial establishments, and even an area
OUrist cottages being planned outside the community. And although
21on was reducing the population, there was no aura of decline,
riod of about two weeks we balanced the ateractions and disadvantages
. €r of communities, Afeer living for five days in another village, we de-
cided to stay for awhjje in Benabarre. It was apparent from the first few days that
Benabarre fit most of the requirements of my research design, and within our first

urban emigra
For a pe
of a numb
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week we made the decision to stay. Yet it would be less than truthful not to
mention that various other factors affected our decision. One consideration was that
our reception had been better in Benabarre than anywhere else. From the begin-
ning I met two persons whom I was certain would be good informants and both
of them strongly encouraged us to stay. To the person who has not done anthropo-
logical fieldwork this may seem like a trivial criterion to influence community
selection. Yet the ability to establish good personal relationships is the essence of
effective fieldwork. Without the approval, or at least acquiescence, of the people
it may be impossible to do any work at all. Not infrequently, anthropologists have
found community resistance and noncooperation to be insurmountable obstacles
to their plans. In Benabarre we seemed to be over the hurdle of initial acceptance
from the beginning. A second factor which encouraged us to decide in favor of
Benabarre was that we found excellent living conditions. We were able to rent
a modern, three room apartment in the center of the village for about thirty dollars
a month. It had butane gas for cooking, warm water, flush toilets, a bath, and more
space than we could use. So almost immediately we were able to solve most of the
problems of basic living needs and physical comfort.

Establishing Rapport. It took us a few days to get settled, after which I was
ready to begin systematic work. This was my first fieldwork experience and I was
anxious to start collecting the information 1 had come for. I was soon to find,
however, that the community was not nearly as ready as I was. The villagers were
wary of people who appeared as if out of the blue and claimed they were going
to study the community. Despite the fact that I received some encouraging help
in those early days, the average villager had a definite wait-and-see atticude. He
might not be against us, but neither was he going to involve himself in something
which might lead to complications. I almost certainly made the early period more
difficult than ic had to be by creating undue suspicion. One mistake was in taking
notes publicly in the first few weeks. I simply was not sensitive to how frightening
pen and paper could be when people did not know what [ was writing down.
I also asked certain questions, such as on household economies, which should have
been saved until I had established better rapport. At any rate, as I found later,
numerous rumors began to fly about what we were up to. The most widespread
was that we were communist spies. Another was that we were CIA agents (the
Spanish newspapers were full of CIA activities in the Middle East at the time).
At least a few people thought we might be Protestant missionaries. And most
alarming of all, that we were government agents collecting information for tax
purposes. I imagine that these rumors only circulated among a small minority, but
the fact that people were able to entertain such notions demonstrates how baffling
to them our behavior and activities were. Whenever I was directly asked what our
mission was I tried to explain as simply as possible: that an American university
had sent me to learn as much as I could about life in this part of Spain and I
would eventually write a book about it. I soon learned to avoid calling myself an
anthropologist because in Spain the word conjures up notions of physical anthro-
pology, fossil bones and so on. The term socidlogo (sociologist) communicated
more clearly the kind of work I did.

I began to realize that there was going to be a rather lengthy settling-in period
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- .
Pisin

Three elderly villagers relax on a summer afternoon.

ax.md I would have to proceed slowly and patiently. Fortunately there were certain
kinds of information, like official records, which did not depend on informants.
The village secrerario (in practice the most important village official) had kindly
told me that town hall (ayuntamiento) records would be at my disposal. So I
| began spending every morning for a couple of weeks copying census records, data
::dlZ“;::c;dci!ngl, the number of' aut-omobiles, r.nfcks, tractors owned by villagmjs,
- daea more. The oﬂi.cmls in the municipal court were equally helpful in
e Iiv ouiz on births, marriages, and deaths over the lan decades. In the after-
sl relax a bit and make myself visible, allowu?g people to become
time with g my presence. I would go to the ca.fes' to talk V.vlth someone, or spend
widen Ny established friends. Through their introductions I slowly began to
- U'lY' circle of acquaintances.
mu;rr;”;zzgtg, (c)ine of the events vf/hich helped speed my in.tegrarion into. the com-
46 'Wis e goie eparture 'of my wife. She had her own studies to pursue in Madrid
I had to maje ng to be‘ with me most of the year. Oncc? I was alone 1.n Benabarre
ol ot ne?v eating arr‘angements. I founFi shopping and prepar{ng my own
of one of my g’e“”}e'COHsumlng, 50 I began taking my afternoon .meal in the house
is IR ot St mformants. Vaflous other people took 'mea]s in thxs. house and
I was treated “i’i;taltlon for meeting new people. Also WlthOL'lt my wn.fe I found
fammilv simac ess formality. Peol?le who had been hesitant to interrupt a
SAELEY ) Uafloﬂ.now had much less hesitancy about dropping by to see me. I was
1r.1v1ted t0 80 with men into the fields, and the veterinary asked me to accompany
him almost every day as he went on his rounds to various villages. Then some of
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the village women felt sorry for me, having to live alone without a woman, and so
I was invited for meals with some regularity. The new closeness I felt to villagers
undoubtedly also had to do with the fact thar the loneliness occasioned by my
wife’s absence encouraged me to seeck new social contacts.

One of the most fortunate things to happen to me in this carly period was the
friendship offered by one of the village bakers, José Pellicer. José took a deep
interest in me and my work, and was clearly anxious to be of service. As a person-
ality he stands out in Benabarre due to his very direct manner and for what might
even be called a lack of diplomacy. Most Benabarrenses, especially in dealings with
strangers, are exceedingly polite and careful to observe the amenities of proper
behavior. José is strikingly less concerned on this account. Almost from our first
conversation he used the familiar form of address (14) with me and I gladly
reciprocated. Nobody else had yet actempted this kind of familiarity. José under-
stood that I was anxious to meet people and he began taking me to visit the
persons he thought were most interesting in and around Benabarre. He had almost
a sociologist’s flair for intriguing personalities and situations. Every afternoon I
would climb on the back of his motor scooter and we would set off. I rarely knew
where we were going. One day we would drop in on peasants eating their after-
noon meal in the fields; the next day we might visit a remote countryhouse; then
he would take me to visit one of the elite families of the region; afterwards we
might visit the poorest old widow in Benabarre. No matter who it was, José felt
no compunction in dropping in unannounced to present me. It was clear this was
unconventional behavior, and more than once I can remember feeling embarrassed
and ill at ease. Yer it was through these visits that I first glimpsed a genuine cross
section of life in Benabarre and began to get a feel for the range of social differ-
ences which existed. Unfortunately our rambles could not continue indefinicely.
It turned out that José was virtually deserting his work and family to spend time
with me; his wife and children, who had to take up the slack, began to protest
vigorously. Our excursions eventually had to be limited to those times, such as
Saturday and Sunday afternoons, when José was genuinely free of work.

By completion of my second month in Benabarre I felt I had made a fairly good
adjustment. Yer there still seemed to be a kind of barrier I had not penetrated with
a sizeable segment of the population. The wariness continued and I occasionally
caught fragments of rumors which were to the effect that I was not what I pre-
tended to be. Then an event occurred which brought a rather sudden breakthrough
in my relations with villagers. This was the visit to Benabarre of Don Tomds Mur,
a college professor from Barcelona. His family is descended from Benabarre and
they own a house there to which they return every year for summer vacations.
When he was told there was a sociologist in Benabarre he wasted no time in
having us introduced. He is a professor of languages, but has deep interest in
sociology and politics. Don Tomds, in fact, figures among the most erudite and
cultivated gentlemen I have met in my life. He retains a vast store of information
on Benabarre's recent history, particularly at the crucial period of the Civil War
—which happened to catch him in the village. We spent a number of evenings
together, in the central plaza, or walking up and down the streets. He would talk
and I wrote down what he said as near to verbatim as possible. Thus almost every-
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body in Benabarre had a chance to see us together and f:()iasie‘;ﬁlz?tno:orr:;sr:lc::;’oetz
aiding my work. Nothing could have had a more benefic and popularity amon
with the community. Don Tomds enjoys immense ~res'PﬁeCtm was a beha\?i,oral cuﬁ
the villagers, and the fact that he found my work signi cle: i 1 were somene e
for a great many people. The reasoning was ap;?aremly tha 41 was the ]
beware of, Don Tomis would not be fooled; 1f' he believe b l)fenume
article, then I must be! The response was immediate. Doorst;:»"a e la nzj en lhad
been closed to me opened up; new people greeted me on volun-
€d thei Lvices. . L .
tee;tdth?: ;ojfn Ictfcame aware that I had made a rather serious error l: erpreting
S ' . jated the extent to which Benabar.
community social relations. 1 had not appreciate . the eli
renses take their behavioral cues hierarchically—that is, from the elites. When T
entered Benabarre 1 had incorrectly assumed that it would.be IIDCSI, Zt fleast fOr.t‘he
initial period, to avoid close association with the profestsxolt:a s an ewl fa}rml';es
which represented the social upper crust. I thought fhat if lt eretwert? polarization
between the social strata this might make it more difficult later to win acceprance
. ite! The fact that I was nor gg50.
among the peasants. It was virtually the opposite! The Iy confusin
ciating with those who were considered my peers was SImP yD T y "oa made
it vastly more difficult to place me in the social order. Of;ce Og:] ; orln(ashf.:xtended
his friendship, and introduced me to other families of similar s ank, this served
almost as a certificate of respectability.

I'learned other dramatic fessons i;y that first month or two. I have already men.
tioned that I made a mistake in public notetaking. One of the real lessons of fielq.
work consists of learning the occasions when it is appropriate tokwnte and when
it is not. On one of my excursions with José the baker I was taken "0 meet one
of his friends who was working in the vineyards. In 2 rat‘her garbled Introductjop
I was presented to the man and then the three of us sat in the shade to'ta]k’ and
drink a bit of wine. The man apparently did not realize that I was a fon:elgner and
treated me as if [ were simply one of José's city ztelatnves. Tl?e cc’);hv'ersanon became
animated and the two of them began telling Civil War storxes.‘ s eventually Jeq
Jos€'s friend o tel] 5 series of jokes about the present Spanish Eovernment, Ay
some point in the conversation I was interested enough o want to jot Something
down. As I took out a pen and pocket notebook I realized the conversatjoq had
suddenly scopped, The man across from me had turned ashen pale a“d. there wag
a look of genyine terror in his eyes. He apparently thought I was writing down,
one of his antigovernment remarks. He was visibly shaken and asked José again
who I was, The answer, that I was an American here to study the region, seemeq
to unsettle him even more. From that point forward he seemed afraid to say any-
thing on any subject. José and I took our leave very shortly. When we got back
to the scooter José shoo his head and said, “You really botched that opet”

This incident made e aware of the very different atticudes toward writing in
peasant Spain as Compared with those in my own background. For the Spanish
peasant, information yp;ep, is written down suggests officialdom, and because he

generally thinks of himself a5 the victim of official acts, the association js anything
but pleasant. From that point on I avoided writing where it might cause alarm,
This meant waiting ungj) | knew people well, or until I was certain they were



THE SETTING AND FIELDWORK 9

familiar with my work. If this were not the case I would simply make mental notes
to be written down later. If there was going to be some time before I could write,
I would jot down a few key words of an idea in a pocket notebook. Later these
words or phrases were expected to recall the whole concept, so when I got back
to the apartment I would be able to write the full version in my permanent
fieldnotes.

It is worth mentioning that as fieldwork progressed there was a gradually dimin-
ishing need for secrecy. As people became accustomed to the idea that I was writing
a book, and that I seemed to seek information almost everywhere, most people
wanted to participate. Eventually the incident I have described above was reversed.
I remember going to a house at the invitation of a man who said he wanted to
talk to me. I had taken a seat in the kitchen and we were exchanging small talk
when he abruptly asked where my notebook was. I replied I had not brought it.
“But don’t you want to write down whar I have to say?” he asked. I told him I
would remember the information and write it down later. But it was clear that
he was disappointed and rather hurt. As this incident indicates, by the end of my
fieldwork people were accustomed to seeing me with a notebook; it had become
my accepted role to write down what I observed and was told.

By the time I had spent five months in Benabarre there were no further problems
in establishing rapport. From that point on I always had more offers of help than
I could keep pace with. Any waste of time thereafter was due to my own short-
comings rather than reluctance on the part of villagers. I consider myself extremely
fortunate to have studied a community where people were quite so willing to
cooperate,

The reasons 1 was extended such generous help are various; an important one
has to do with the tradition of Spanish hospitality. Courtesy and hospitality are
hallmarks of Spanish culture, as foreign travelers usually find on their first day in
Spain. Most Spaniards, whether in the cities or villages, take pleasure in being of
service to foreigners who are visiting ctheir country. We found this to be very much
the case in our early stay in Benabarre. In the first few weeks, for example, I was
not allowed to pay for my drink in the cafe. Any friend who was with me would
insist on paying; even when I put up a struggle the bartender would allow my
companion to win by simply not accepting my money. I was told, “When you're
in our country we pay; when we go to your country we'll let you pay.” This was
somewhat disturbing because I could better afford the expense than most of them.

When I entered the homes there was the same concern to show hospitality. I
could not simply enter and leave at will. I was given a seat and offered food and
drink. To protest that I was not hungry or thirsty (and I often was not) was of
no avail. The woman of the household would soon appear with wine, bread, and

sausage meat, or depending on the time of day, with sweets and cognac. I learned
to accept these offers gracefully, and always ate some part of the food, because it
caused such visible distress when I refused. I was chided more than once that to
refuse was to scorn (despreciar) their offer. There were times when I took some
food or drink in four or more houses in an afternoon! Not surprisingly, stomach
disorders were my most serious medical problem while in Benabarre. Nevertheless,
it is not difficulc to see how these patterns of customary politeness aided my work
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and provided a very genuine involvement with the people. To appreciate the
importance of these customs one has only to contrast my experience with that of
anthropologists in other countries, like Ecuador and Peru, where people have been
known to run away, or lock themselves in their homes at the approach of the
anthropologist!

Use of Informants. At this point I want to begin discussing some of the methods
and techniques used in collecting the information. My fieldwork, like that of most
anthropologists, consisted in two main techniques: use of native informants and
participant observation. Here I will discuss my utilization of informants; later on
I will have something to say about participant observation.

During the fourteen months I was in Benabarre I sought information from a
large number of persons. I probably had random conversations with close to six
hundred persons and held interview sessions with more than ninety individuals.
Yet it would be misleading to suggest that these were of even approximately equal
value to my study. The fact of the matter is that I spent as much as a quarter of
my time with less than ten families. The latter were what I refer to as my “primary”
informants—as distinguished from secondary ones.

Heavy concentration on a rather small number of informants was not a deliberate
strategy when I began my work. In the first few months I attempted to extend my
circle of intimate friendships as widely as possible, in the belief that I required
a large sample of viewpoints to gain the knowledge I sought. I gradually relaxed
this strategy, however, as I found that time spent in the company of certain persons
was far more rewarding than in the company of others. The main criterion was
simply how much I learned. I can remember spending a number of mornings with
one of Benabarre’s public officials, an extremely intelligent and congenial person.
Yet at the end of the day, when I concentrated on writing up my field notes, I
found that I had not learned a great deal. This particular individual was not deeply
interested in Benabarre and could tell me relatively little about local affairs. He
sought me out as someone with whom he could rtalk about international politics,
life in America, or use as a sounding board for his opinions about who really
assassinated president Kennedy. I had great difficulty guiding the conversation
along lines more profitable to myself.

In this same period of fieldwork I met Antonio Marcial, @ small farmer, and
I began going with him daily to his fields. Antonio had a passionate interest in
farming and in the whole range of problems facing the small producer—questions
of viral importance to my study. I had all that I could do to keep pace with his
insights and opinions. After only two hours with Antonio I might spend four
hours elaborating my field notes. Quite naturally I began avoiding the official in
favor of spending time with Antonio. More or less the same process of selection
occurred with all of my primary informants. They were the persons from whom
I gained the deepest insights and the most reliable information. Unfortunately the
selection generated some hard feelings. A number of villagers became genuinely
exasperated with me for preferring a certain person’s company over their own.

There were even times when jealousy over “possession” of me led to strained rela-
tions between erstwhile friends.

One other consideration influenced my choice of primary informants: this was
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Peasant-farmers eating their morning meal in the fields during the barvest season.

a desire to represent certain occupations and levels of social position. The anthro-
pologist is sensitive to the fact that persons in distinct social categories are likely
to have different beliefs, attitudes, and opinions about the social order. Consequently
I was as anxious to establish close ties to the high status landholding families as I
was to Benabarre’s peasant households. I eventually did secure a fairly good cross
section of the community. By occupation my primary informants were: elderly
retired peasant, young farmer, baker, shoestore owner, innkeeper, powerful land-
holding family, and college professor (see pp. 7-8).

My relationship to these persons was based on friendship. I did not follow the
common anthropological practice of paying informants. Perhaps out of youthful
idealism I had resolved before arriving in Spain that, if at all possible, I would
avoid paying for cooperation. It was gratifying, therefore, to find that people were
willing to go to considerable effort on my behalf simply because they considered
me a friend. Friendship creates exceptionally strong bonds in Spain and as long
as I could demonstrate the sincerity of my friendship I enjoyed the generous
assistance of my hosts.

Working on this basis did, however, have certain drawbacks. One can obviously
achieve greater efficiency if he pays informants for their time, releasing them from

- their normal economic concerns. In my case it was very different; I had to ask
help in their free moments, or accompany them as they went about their daily
affairs. Another problem was that there was always a certain degree of ambivalence
in my relationship to informants because I was both #sing them and trying to meet
the obligations of pure friendship. Even when we were relaxing in the cafe I
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would have questions to be answered, and my friends were aware that I was noting
whar was said and done. This left me open to the charge that I was simply exploit-
ing the relationships for the information they could provide. I think at one time
or another all of my informants must have doubted the sincerity of my friendship,
and some expressed their doubts openly. José Pellicer said more than once that he
suspected that if he were to stop aiding my work I would drop him like a hot
potato. As time went on, however, I had opportunities to demonstrate my loyalty
and regard for personal friends, so that there was a gradually diminishing concern
over the sincerity of my motives.

I eventually developed a close intimacy with most of my primary informants.
I could enter their homes whenever I wished, and I was at liberty to call on them
for almost any kind of aid: There were even times when I felt I was treated as
a genuine family member. One such memorable occasion was on a very cold night
in January when one of my friends brought me the blanket from his own son’s
bed so that I should be warm. I had complained of being cold the previous night
and I was thrilled to have an extra blanket. Unfortunately I had no idea where it
had come from and I had to relinquish it that same night when his son discovered
its absence. As my friend came back to retreive it I heard his wife shout after him,
“You think more of that americano than you do of your own son'”

Most of my primary informants were remarkably protective of my interests.
They made sure I was not taken advantage of, and that people dealt honestly with
me. On one occasion I was sitting with two friends in the cafe. One of them was
Sefior Vicente, an clderly peasant who, for reliability and accuracy of detail, was
a truly phenomenal informant. I was asking questions about something I had been
told the day before abour the period directly prior to the Civil War. It turned out
that some of the information was wildly inaccurate. Seior Vicente became very
annoyed and said angrily that whoever told me that did not know what he was
m'lki"g about. The other friend, surprised at secing Sefior Vicente so upset, told
him to calm down. With that, Senor Vicente slammed his huge fist on the table
and shouted, “Bur I don't /ike it when they lie to him!”

Although I did not pay informants, I did give a good deal of attention to the
fateer of reciprocity. No fieldworker can expect to be always on the receiving
end without giving something in return. I became aware that there were a number
of small services that | could perform. Most of my friends did not have cars, so
the (?Ffer to take them places was an obvious means of doing favors. I took them
to Lérida or Huesca for visits to the social security clinics, for dental appointments,
to attend to legal marters, or simply for shopping expeditions. When informants
dl(,j fOt accompany me, they might ask that I perform an errand or purchase some-
thing for them in the city. Nor were these trips a waste of time from the point
of view of my work. When I was accompanied by villagers they invariably took
me along as they visited the homes of urban relatives and friends. It was extremely
enlightening for me to be able to observe at first hand the social network ties that
villagers maintain in the urban setting.

Other means of reciprocity consisted in giving occasional gifts: pastries, cigars,
a bortle of cognac, toys for the children, or I might pay for a friend’s drink in the
cafe. I found, however, that villagers (except the very humble) would rarely allow
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Tiwo of my villager friends. The man on the right was one of my primary informants.

me to draw abreast of them in this reciprocity exchange. Villagers apparently ex-
pected very little of this sort of thing from me, so that even a small gift on my
part sometimes caused consternation. I would realize that they thought I had done
too much when they hastened to return the favor, such as insisting that I eat with
them that afternoon or evening. So my attempts to redress the balance often resulted
in decper indebtedness.

It was evident that villagers (even those who gave very generously of their time)
did not look upon me as someone to be exploited for material benefit. There were,
however, certain nonmaterial rewards for them in our relationship. In the first
place, I was a rather high status outsider by village standards. 1 was university
educated and even though 1 insisted 1 was only a student, I was thought of, and
invariably introduced, as a professor. The people of rural Spain have great respect
for the "accomplishments of the mind” (see Pit-Rivers 1954:71); consequently
there was a certain degree of prestige to be gained simply from association with
me, and from the fact that I valued their opinions and information. I also provided
a certain entertainment function. To most villagers I was from a different world.
and I could talk about unfamiliar subjects. I was constantly aware that people
were anxious to engage me in conversation. This was even more the case in some
of the remote hamlets where visits by outsiders, especially foreigners, are rare.
When I would visit a household in these hamlets it was not uncommon for neigh-
bors to drop in until the room was full of people eager to participate in the

discussion.
The means I used for eliciting information ranged from structured interviews
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to casual conversation. Structured interviews (with a schedule of questions) were
rarely employed within Benabarre, except for obtaining census data. But they
were my main tool for interviewing government officials in Huesca and Madrid,
and other high status individuals with whom I had only slight acquaintance.

Within Benabarre I sometimes used what I will call the “partially directed” inter-
view. This was employed with close informants who had no objection to my writing
in their presence. It was usually done with one person, but somectimes with two
together. 1 used this technique when I wanted information on a specific topic, for
example, on the yearly agricultural cycle, or in attempting to reconstruct a pat-
ticular historical event. I would ask a series of questions and attempt to guide the
conversation along lines which seemed most profitable. The important considera-
tion in this type of interview was to have a series of topical questions thought out
in advance. In the early stages of fieldwork I wasted hours of precious interview
time by being insufficiently prepared. I would exhaust the few topics I hoped to
cover and then would have to allow the conversation to wander. Afterwards, when
I would rework my notes, I was chagrined to find that there were a series of ques-
tions I should have asked. I eventually found that an hour of prior preparation for
this kind of interviewing was amply rewarded by the results.

Most of my information, however, came from far less structured situations. In
the most typical interview I would meet an informant in his home (or sometimes
in mine) and we would talk over a range of subjects. These were general topics
and there was little advance preparation on my part except that I had a number
of marters in mind which I wanted to discuss. I would be free to write and would
take down my informant’s comments as close to verbatim as possible—which was
unfortunately not very close. These conversations often touched upon a series of
delicate matters so it was best to keep the talks private, and to conduct them with
one informant at a time. This was my most widely used and profitable interview
situation,

[ also gained a great deal of information from simple conversations in the bars,
over dinner in the homes, or in the fields. In these situations I could rarely take
systematic notes, but would jot down a series of comments in a pocket notebook.
Sometimes these were totally spontaneous conversations, such as when I was by
one member of a group discussing some recent event. On these occasions 1 was
more of a listener than participant. At other times I would listen for hours, with
only an occasional nod or exclamation on my part, as a villager poured out his
troubles, or his hopes for the future. More commonly I would exercise some con-
trol over the conversation by asking questions and following up interesting com.
ments. It is difficult to estimate the proportion of information which derived from
these random conversations, but certainly a great deal. They were especially sig-
nificant in providing new insights which could be followed up by more systematic
interviewing at a later rime.

There was one special type of group discussion which I found particularly
rewarding. This type of discussion was with a circle of close friends with whom
I met evenings in the cafe. The group of three or four men had been sitting

together in the cafe for years, and I was only its most recent member. They were
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all exceprionally perceprive individuals who, due to their penchant for discussion,
were somewhat derisively nicknamed “the philosophers.” We would sometimes
watch television, but the normal activity was conversation. I participated on about
the same level as the others. I found it was quite simple to bring up subjects of
interest to me to elicit comments and reactions. These were often martters of fact,
such as what caused a particular village quarrel, .which was the wealthiest family
in Benabarre, and so forth. But on occasion I broached more crucial issues, such as
mentioning a provisional interpretation of local social relations, or suggesting a
low level hypothesis I was considering. My analysis of events sometimes brought
vehement disagreement, and, less frequently, good enough arguments to dissuade
me from that particular line of thinking. At other times my companions might
agree and even add further confirmatory evidence. Regardless of the particular
outcome, it was always enlightening to get reactions to some of my ideas and to
see the degree to which my interpretations diverged from the way certain percep-
tive villagers viewed local social relations.

The most structured interviewing I carried out had to do with collecting census
materials. There is nothing more crucial to effective fieldwork than accurate census
data. It requires precise information and demands that one asks identical questions
of every household. I wanted information on composition of households, ages of
members, occupations, estimates of gross income, ownership of property, data on
emigrant members, what jobs the emigrants performed in the cities, and so on.
I plotted every household on a village map (drawn by myself) and then made out
a separate notebook leaf for every household in the village. When I first began
this project (in my second month in Benabarre) I thought I would have to contact
every family individually. I was aware that this would take a great deal of time
bur reasoned that it would be an excellent means of establishing personal contact
with a large number of people. This procedure resulted in almost complete failure.

I began one morning knocking at doors of selected households. I found mostly
women in the homes (the men were in the fields) and they said I should return
in the evening when their husbands would be there. When I returned I found the
men equally hesitant to answer a schedule of questions, though they were always
polite in excusing themselves. I gave up the whole approach after one dismal day,
hoping that I could return to it later when there would be less suspicion sur-
rounding my work.

I never returned to the project as originally conceived. As I gained skill in obtain-
ing data from informants, I began to consider the possibility of utilizing them for
census information. In a village of Benabarre’s size people generally know a great
deal about neighboring households. I reasoned that one informant in each of the
four barrios (wards) of the village would be able to give me a great deal of infor-
mation on the households of each area. I began with one of my best informants,
an elderly peasant with a remarkable mind and memory. He assured me he could
tell me everything I wanted to know about his barrio. I was amazed to discover
that he not only could tell me about each household there, but about every farming
household in the village. I later cross-checked some of the data with other inform-
ants and found that there were remarkably few factual errors in those data he
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surveyed. The rest of the census was done with five additional informants until

I had covered the entire village. When completed it was incomparably more accu-

rate and comprehensive than the official census done by the village government.

The success I achieved in tapping informants for census data led me to wonder
why my anthropological colleagues often report that they visit individual house-
holds in gathering this kind of information. It would have been time consuming
and very difficult to do so in Benabarre, and I would probably not have achieved
any greater accuracy. Benabarrenses tend to understate their private resources and
incomes when dealing with outsiders, whereas a person commenting on another
household does not have the same inhibitions. The method I used not only saved
time, but in certain respects may have enhanced accuracy.

Now that I have described how I utilized my informants, it will be useful to
conclude the discussion with a few remarks on some of the limitations of the daca
they provided. The most important limitation is that informants can only present
their view of the social order, which is usually not equivalent to that of a scien-
tific observer. Benabarrenses, like all peoples, have sets of beliefs, opinions, and
attitudes abour their own culture which they express in word and deed. Unfortu-
na{ely, these ideas are rarely at the level of analysis the anthropologist is seeking.
This means that he cannot accept informants’ statements at face value, and by no
meéns as the finished products of his research.? Paradoxical as it may seem, the
natfve does not know his own culture; at least he does not know it in an anthropo-
logfcal sense. The people of Benabarre are no better equipped to analyze their
soc:ety than is the average American capable of writing a cultural analysis of
American society. Some illustrations of this will make my meaning clear.

When I firse investigated the matter of social differences and stratification I
began 'by asking the admittedly naive question, “What social ranks or classes are
fecognized in Benabarre?” I expected from the answers to form some idea of the
SYSfeﬂ"l of social ranking. No such system emerged. Almost all responses to the
question were the same, that “There are no differences, we're all equals.” This was
the. Overwhelming sentiment, expressed by informant after informant. Yer | re-
mained dissacisfied; it simply did not tally with my own observations. 1 had seen
that certain persons were treated with a good deal of deference, their opinions were
respected, their houses were in good order, and so forth. Then there were others
th) were not treated respectfully by anyone, their opinions were given little
weight, their children went about poorly dressed, and they were quite poor.

'I decided to put the difference berween my observations and statements of
vxlla'gers'to a test. An anthropologist (Silverman 1966) who had studied strarj.
fication in an Italjan community had carefully described a scheme for eliciting
data on social rankings. It consisted of presenting cards to informants with the
names of different individuals and having them say to whom they paid more
deference or respect. I made up cards on all village households and asked the jnn-
keeper, Rﬂmt?n Pociello (who had earlier told me that all villagers were equals)
rO cooperate in the experiment. The first two cards I presented him were those of

2 A ) . . . .
i ; )lmggftar;_t €xception to this was the information provided by Don Tomas Mur (see
51?'5[; d'. 0 1omas was what may be termed an “analytical” informant. He was capable
nding apart from the social order and analyzing it in sophisticated sociologica] terms.
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the village doctor and the village drunk, two persons whom I judged from personal
observations were treated very differencly. Ramon took one look at the names and
in shocked tones said, "These two can't even be compared!” I asked, “Then they’'ll
go in different categories?” “Certainly!” he replied. He then asked how many cate-
gories we would make. I told him that was entirely up to him. “Well in that case,”
he said, “I'll put the doctor (his card) on this end of the table and I'll put this
drunk down here (on the other end); the rest of the communicy will all go some-
where in between.” He eventually divided the households into six piles. When he
had finished he apologized for having told me earlier that everybody was equal:
"I've never thought of it in this way before; nor has anybody else in Benabarre!”
I did the same card-ranking exercise with five informants and in every case it had
the effect of making them aware that Benabarre was less homogeneous in terms of
status than they had thought®

A similar discrepancy appeared in my investigation of the inheritance system.
I was consistently told that it was a rule that the firstborn son becomes the heir
to all family property. Yet when I asked who had actually inherited in a series of
sample households I found that as many as 40 percent of recent heirs had been
females and youngest, rather than the eldest, sons. Again, people believed the
system operated in one fashion and my analysis showed it to operate in quite
another.

The foregoing examples contain the warning that the anthropologist must not
confuse what informants think their culture is for what it is from the perspective
of anthropological analysis. As one anthropologist (Bohannan 1963:10-11) has
expressed it, there is in every culture a “folk” system of categories and beliefs
which must always diverge somewhat from the “analytical” system constructed by
the investigator. This implies that the conceptualization provided by informants
is usually no more than a crude approximation of what the anthropologist is after.
None of my village informants could have explained to me their system of social
ranking; they are not sociologists and do not think in these terms. Nevertheless,
by setting up the card ranking experiment I was able to elicit an underlying struc-
ture, which certainly existed, but of which most villagers were unaware. The
anthropologist is continually searching for implicit patterns of this kind which
may be only dimly perceived (if at all) by his informants.

Participant Observation. 1 now want to discuss the second main aspect of my
fieldwork technique: my role as participant observer. To say that I was a participant
observer means quite simply that I lived with the people and took part, to a certain
extent, in community activities. This is an important part of anthropological field
method because it provides the investigator with an inside view of the culture.
Through participant observation he can know and experience the life of the people
somewhar as the native does. This more than any other characteristic distinguishes
the work of anthropologists from that of other social scientists; the anthropologist
knows the people he writes about because he has lived with them and has shared

their life.
I do not want to foster the impression that I merged with the community to the

3 As this incident suggests, the anthropologist is occasionally responsible for altering the
attitudes and outlook of the subjects of his study.
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extent that I became one of them. It is important to state this clearly due to the
widespread belief among persons with a tangential knowledge of anthropology
that the anthropologist “goes native” in the field. In most cases such a degree of
immersion in the community would make the investigator's work extremely diffi-
cult. A few examples will illustrate why this is so.

From the moment I entered Benabarre I was a rather mysterious and unaccount-
able phenomenon to most villagers. This was abundantly clear from the stares
which followed me through the streets, the sudden silence of conversations as I
passed, and from the wide-eyed amazement on the faces of village children. The
sensation caused by my presence was convincing evidence, even at this early stage,
that I would never be able to assume a status approximating that of a normal
villager.

The initial shock of my presence eventually wore off, but by the time it did so
I had taken on a special role in village life which also set me apart. I had become
a university educated “professor” who was writing some kind of book on the village.
There was no apparent means of avoiding such role-typing as long as I chose to be
honest abour my work. It may, for example, have been possible for me to have
masqueraded as a tourist who simply wanted to spend a year in a Spanish village.
But in order to persuade a community of suspicious people that I was a genuine
tourist I would have had to act like one. This would have meant I could not ask
de.tailed questions, take notes in public, carry out systematic interviewing, or go
with peasants into the fields; such behavior does not conform to the expected
tourist’s role. To engage in such activities from that position would have aroused
intolerable suspicion. It was far more convenient for me (as it must be for most
anthropologists) to establish my role as researcher for what it was. Only in cthis
way could my behavior be consistent with my explanation of it. Of course acknowl-
edging my investigative role meant that I did not even appear to participate in
activities in exactly the same manner as others. When I was not writing I was
making mental notes or asking questions. The requirements of my role necessarily
placed me at a cerrain -intellectual distance from most activities.

Yet the benefits of having an openly acknowledged researcher role were obvious,
Nort only could I carry out my investigative aims openly, but I could depend on
fhe cooperation of others. As my friends became aware of the kinds of things whicp,
Interested me they would tell me in advance when a particular event would occur,
or they would retain choice pieces of gossip, or try to recall for me a particula,
S€quence of events. I obtained quantities of unsolicited information of this kind;
this would not have been the case if I was not thought of as a scientific observer.

Another benefit of the researcher role was its flexibility. There were few norms
and expectations in Benabarre as to what an anthropologist does, so I was able to
deﬁpe my role with considerable freedom. In Spain, for instance, persons of my
social Station (a college professor and wealthy by village standards) are expected
t? socialize mainly with persons of equivalent social rank, such as the town phys;.
cran, lawyer, priest, or secretario. That I did not confine my friendships within such

limits was initially perplexing, but was eventually accepted as part of my role.
Thus 'when I was observed walking with a peasant and his mules, or listening to
the village drunk in the cafe, villagers might smile but would chatactetistically



THE SETTING AND FIELDWORK 19

shrug ic off with, “"Well, Ricardo's mission is to talk with everybody.” With such
a hazily defined position I could move between social strata almost at will. I never
became identified with any social category to the extent that interaction with others
was made difficult. Many times I spent the first part of an afternoon dining with
the family of highest position in the region, and then spent the remainder of the
day viewing pig sties built by some enterprising peasant. I was the only person
(excepting priests) who had such freedom to move within local society.

Many anthropologists have expressed much the same idea on role flexibility by
pointing out that the fieldworker’s ideal is to be accepred as a “privileged stranger.”
He does not want to become so closely integrated into the social system that its
rules, regulations, and taboos become binding upon him and restrict his activities.
He is privileged in having a great deal of freedom rto articulate with all segments
of the society. And because he is only a sojourner, people are often willing to
confide information to him which they would be hesitant to reveal to persons
more firmly a part of the local scene.

I do not want, however, to overemphasize the social neutrality of my role in
Benabarre. While it is true thac I could deal with whomever I chose, the behavior
of people towards me was invariably conditioned by their perception of my social
position. In the eyes of villagers my university degree and profession demanded
a certain measure of deferential behavior. In a Spanish village a person with univer-
sity education commands considerable prestige; he is appropriately addressed with
the honorific title dos, and the respect for his educational accomplishments usually
gives his opinions (on almost any subject) greater weight than those of others.
The face that I fell into this category had important implications for the way I
was treated. Most of Benabarre's peasants did not remotely consider themselves
my equal. When I entered their homes I was given the place of honor, the best
wine, the newest plate, and the longest cigar. Peasants often felt it was inappro-
priate for them to be dressed in working garb as we talked, and often went to the
trouble of changing clothes for my visit. Certain people could never bring them-
selves to use the familiar form of address (##) with me—in some cases even after
we had come to know each other quite well. Once when I asked a friend why he
did not employ the familiar form of address he replied that, because we were not
of the same social status (categoria social), it was not his place to do so. I asked
him, “Then I have such high social stacus?” “Very high,” he answered. My middle
class American background made me rather uncomfortable in this situation, but
I gradually learned to accept it as part of the local cultural definitions.

One incident is particularly engraved on my memory. It occurred when my wife
and I were driving two villagers to Huesca, the provincial capital. We were on a
mountain road and one of our passengers became carsick. Unfortunately we knew
nothing about it because the poor fellow was unwilling to disturb us. I only became
aware that something was wrong when the other passenger tried to open the back
window of the car so that his companion could vomit. I looked back and saw the
man desperately pressing a handkerchief over his mouth. I stopped immediately to
let him out, whereupon he vomited profusely by the side of the road. I asked him
why he had not told us he was ill. He answered that he had not wanted to incon-
venience us, and humbly apologized for getting sick. We assured him that it was
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no bother and if he felt nauseous again to let us know immediately. He did get
sick twice again, but said nothing; he simply endured it with the handkerchief
pressed to his mouth. Fortunately I checked in the rear view mirror from time to
time and when I saw him in this condition I would stop. Try as we would we
could not get him to tell us. When I later told this story to my friends in Bena-
barre they explained that he was a humble and diffident person and it shamed him
to cause us trouble. They conceded that he would not have been reluctant to admit
he was sick if the driver of the car had been anyone from the local region.

The foregoing should give some idea of how I was regarded, and of the extent
to which I was an actual participant in village life. The important thing to note
is that the anthropologist does not have to merge with the community in order
to benefit from participant observation. A great deal of the culture is effectively
absorbed as one lives in the community. My only friends during those fourteen
months in Benabarre were villagers; my only entertainments were their entertain-
ments; I ate the same foods they ate; the only language I spoke was Spanish; even
when T traveled outside of the village I was normally accompanied by villagers.
With this degree of immersion a great deal of the culture was necessarily assimi-
lated. Much of what I know about Benabarre today was never written down in my
notebooks. Many details of everyday life became such commonplaces to me that
I did not bother, or it did not occur to me, to record them. These things are
familiar to me, not because I measured or quantified them, but because 1 experi-
enced them,

Of course there is more to it than passive absorption. The anthropologist is also
an active agent who must learn to maneuver effectively within the culture. He
learns about certain cultural norms by having to manipulate them to achieve his
ends. Some of my most reliable knowledge about the system of reciprocity and use
of friendship networks derives from my experience in making contacts. I discovered
that as long as I relied on relatively impersonal means of seeking cooperation I
met with meager success. I carried a letter of introduction with me (from the
University of Michigan) which I presented to a few officials in Huesca; and at
various times | sought people out on my own, explained my purposes, and asked
for their help. Relationships established on this basis were almost always a djs-
appointment. When [ was introduced personally, on the other hand, it was a
different marter.

I once had the enlightening experience of utilizing both approaches with the
same family. I had heard a great deal about a very dynamic secretario of one of
the neighboring villages and [ wanted to meet him, so I simply went to his home

and .presenred myself. My reception was courteous but I found him to be rather
suspicious and uncommunicative, so I did not detain him long. A few weeks lacer
one of my friends in Benabarre suggested I should meet a relative of his who was
a village secretario—the same individual. I replied that T had already met him
rmd told of my experience. My friend insisted that things would be different if he
introduced me. We drove over to the village that afternoon. The reception was a
complete contrast to the earlier visit. There was no hint of suspicion; the wife
served us coffee, cognac, and pastries while I had an informative conversation with
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the secretario. Afterwards he took me to the aywntamiento and placed the com-
munity records at my disposal. He remained my best informant in that village.

From that time forward I abandoned the attempt to make contacts on my own.
When I wanted to meer a particular individual I would find which of my close
friends was on intimate terms with that person and would ask to be introduced.
This was the only way I was able to meet some of the upper status families in the
surrounding towns. It was also the most efficient means of dealing with officialdom
in the provincial capital. I would arrange for Benabarre's secretario, or some other
respected person to introduce me, and this never failed to open doors. As I used
this strategy 1 was amazed at che extent to which network ties could be extended.
By the end of my sty I fele that, with a litdle effort and cunning on my pare, I
could be introduced ro almost any person in the region on a personal basis.

Finally, I want to make a few comments on the quality of my fieldwork experi-
ence. Hardly mentioned to this point is the fact that there was a great deal of per-
sonal trauma involved. Fieldwork may be both romantic and exciting, but it is also
emortionally taxing. Throughout most of my stay in Benabarre I experienced a
general anxiety about the progress of my work. I had received no formal training
in anthropological field methods and I was never certain that my efforts were
consistent with professional standards.* There was no doubt that I was collecting
large quantities of data, and thac T had established good rapport. But what was
not certain was whether the materials would ever fit into a meaningful theoretical
framework. Data alone, regardless of their quantity or intrinsic interest, are rela-
tively worthless if they do not contribute towards some general interpretacion.
I'had visions of returning to the United States with reams of data from which I
would be able to extract nothing of great significance. I did, of course, have a
general research design and concrete hypotheses to test, but the more I learned the
more I was forced to adjust the goals of my research. And as new facts appeared
various of my hypotheses began to strike me as either naive or meaningless. These
continual misgivings made life in the village somewhat less than idyllic.

It may be that experienced fieldworkers suffer less from this kind of anxiety.
Yer I am certain, after discussing the matter with many colleagues, that most novice
anthropologists are highly anxiety prone in the field. As one writer (Pelto 1970:

224) has expressed it:

Although solid data on this subject are scarce, widespread anecdotal evidence

suggests that most fieldworkers experience periods of anxiety, depression, and

helplessness, often accompanied by a strong tendency to withdraw from all data-

8athering activity.

I also found ic difficult to relax and to put the work temporarily out of mind.
Even when I was not actively pursuing information I could not avoid making

"Until recently there has been widespread reluctance in many graduate departments of
anthropology to provide instruction in field methods. The prevailing attitude seemed to be
that ficldwork was not something that could be taught, and that each anthropologist would
simply learn by expericnce. In the past decade this attitude has becn widely challenged, and
a growing number of anthropology departments have initiated seminars and experimental
field sessions to prepare their students.
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observations. Once made they had to be promptly recorded or the information
would be lost. While I was in Benabarre no day passed (except when I was very
ill) when I did not do some work on my field notes. The incessant work, and
pangs of conscience when it was left undone, became a source of strain as the
months wore on.

Late in 1967 I was forced to leave Spain for three weeks. The reason for the
trip was to avoid paying customs duties on my automobile. The only way this
could be accomplished was for me to remain outside the country for part of the
month of December. I spent the period in the Pyrenees border state of Andorra.
There 1 very determinedly concentrated on writing up some of my material in
the form of a chapter to my doctoral dissertation. The writing proceeded remark-
ably well. Since I was torally removed from the community I was able to relax
without a compulsive concern to write up observations. Moreover, the change of
scene provided me with fresh ways of looking at my material. I wrote eighty-two
Pages in seventeen days, work which eventually became the nucleus of my disser-
tation. By the time I returned to Benabarre I had a far clearer notion of the direc-
tion I was heading and of specific research needs for the future. The Andorra
experience’ gave me new confidence in my work; it also persuaded me that I would
have to periodically leave the village if 1 hoped to analyze my material in any
constructive way,

It was a similar consideration which led me to bring my fieldwork to a close
af‘ter' fourteen months. By that time data-gathering had clearly reached a point of
diminishing returns. What I then required was time for reflection, library research,

and writing. After a rather emorional farewell to my friends, I departed Benabarre
on June 30, 1968.



2 / The background: prewar socicty'

The main concern of this study is with modernization, specifically the
sociopolitical changes which have occurred in Benabarre in the last few decades.
To fully comprehend the scope of change some historical perspective will be neces-
sary. This chapter is therefore devoted to a description of the social organization
of the “traditional” community—that is as it was before being significantly modi-
fied by the forces attendant upon industrialization. The account is based on the
memories of elderly and middle-aged informants, and represents the time period
from about 1910 to 1936.

THE CLASS DIVISION IN THE PREWAR COMMUNITY

The people of Benabarre are aware that their community has experienced a
fundamental social transformation in the lifetime of the present adult generation-
They generally mark the change as having occurred with the Spanish Civil War
(1936-1939). Before that conflict the community was dominated socially and
politically by a small elite of professionals, officials, and large landholding families.
This group comprised what is known in the sociological literature on Spain as the
“rural bourgeoisie.” Since the Civil War this class has dwindled in numbers and
influence until today it is but a shadow of what it once was in Benabarre. The
decline of the bourgeois elite constitutes the most significant social change to have
occurred in the past century. It is the lack of such an elite today which makes the
contemporary village so vastly different from what it was forty years ago.

The former importance of this class became evident to me very early in my stay-
I found that almost any discussion of Benabarre's past led to reminiscencing about
the politically influential personages of the prewar era, men remembered as Jos
senioritos,

The striking fact about this memory, however, was the ambivalence expressed
toward the former elite. Certain informants voiced admiration for the se7ioritos
and deplored their absence today. Others remembered them less charitably, referring
to them as caciques (political bosses) and exploiters of the poor, and insisted that

1 The terms “prewar” and “postwar” in this account refer to the Spanish Civil War rather
than to World War II.
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the village was better off without them. An elderly storekeeper, representative of
the former view, told me:

You came forty years too late to write about Benabarre. There used to be real
ladies and gentlemen here. They were important people who would really have
known how to inform you; now there’s nobody who's important at all.

Another informant remembered them less favorably:

In the past the sefforitos were in an untouchable position, the owners (duenios)
of the village. They had their hands in everything. If I wanted to have a laborer
work in my garden he would have to ask permission from the sesorito first. . . .
Before the war that's the way things were, the seiioritos were literal caciques.

It was not, in fact, uncommon to have the same informant express these oppo-
site viewpoints on different occasions. Once I was discussing the old days with the
village blacksmith. He began relating numerous accounts of cacicadas (exploitation,
unfair advantage) perpetrated by the lawyers; he did so angrily, his voice quaver-
ing with the apparent contempt he felt for them. I then asked if he felt they
deserved the violence directed at them during the Civil War. His back stiffened
and he said, “Certainly not! They were the finest people of the village. If Bena-
barre still had those sesiores today we would have a great village (un gran pueblo)
here.”

As I investigated the matter I found that the former elite had indeed been very
influential, and that it consisted of men of much greater political stature than any
in the contemporary community. The leader of Benabarre's Conservative party had
twice been a minister in the national government; another was an ex-governor of
the province of Valladolid; and there were others who played prominent roles in
provincial politics. Even today the names of these important families recur fre-
quently; some of the village streets are named after them, and certain of their
descendants, though they no longer live in Benabarre, have become important figures
in the larger society. There is also physical evidence of their former prominence.
Certain houses of mansion proportions exist in the village which suggest the living
style of a bygone era. They have vast numbers of rooms, are elegant in decor, have
bells in various quarters of the house for summoning servants, and one even con-
tains a private chapel. In the early part of this century these were the homes of
the community’s elite; today most of them are deserted, or inhabited only in
summer when urban visitors descend on Benabarre.

In piecing together various informants’ accounts of the period I gained a rela.

tively consistent picture of the prewar community. It is clear that there was 5
two-class division to local society. On the one hand there was a small stratum of
notables consisting, in the 1930s, of approximately twenty families, or about 6 per.
cent of the village population, These were principally the town’s professionals and
civil servants: lawyers, physicians, notary, pharmacist, veterinary, property registrar,
judge, secretario, postal administrator, and so forth. Also included, as marginal
members of the class, were schoolteachers and certain wealthy merchants. This was
the socially superordinate class which dominated Benabarre’s public and political
life.
The other class consisted of the rest of the community: shopkeepers, artisans,
peasants, and laborers, Lumping all of the latter into the same class is not to imply
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that village society below the bourgeoisie was an undifferentiated mass. On the
contrary, there were significant distinctions between, for example, the wealthiest
shopkeepers and simple day laborers. Yet these were not distinctions of “class” in
the same sense that this was true of the difference between the bourgeoisie and
other villagers.

The term “class” is used here in a sense which includes consciousness of kind.
The bourgeoisie thought of themselves as a group different from, and superior to,
the rest of the population. Their unity and separateness from others was manifest
in various recreational and social institutions. There was a casino which was a
cafe—club for the exclusive use of the sesoritos. The men would gather there to
drink, read newspapers, play cards, and converse with friends. There was no firm
rule that other villagers could not enter the casino, but as one informant observed,
“They [the sesioritos] wouldn't have kept a person out if he wanted to go; but
nobody went there because we [ordinary villagers] would have felt out of place.”

On festive occasions the bourgeois families held dances in the casino which were
not open to the rest of the community. These dances were also attended by mem-
bers of upper class families from the surrounding villages. The rest of the com-
munity held their festivities in the central plaza.

The most significant indicator of social distance was the rarity of intermarriage.
Benabarre's notables sought marriage partners from within their class; marriages
which crossed the class boundary were infrequent. Due to the restricted number
of appropriate marriage partners within Benabarre the notables were obliged to
seek spouses in other villages, towns, and even in the cities. The wife of one of

LN,

A dynamic priest of one of the villages close to Benabarre. He has helped establish
numerons agricultural cooperatives in surrounding villages.
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the lawyers was from the Pyrenean village of Benasque; the wife of the physician
was from Madrid; the husband of the heiress of the village pharmacy was from
the city of Lérida. All were, of course, of the same bourgeois social stratum. These
examples illustrate the wide range and class-selected nature of the notables’ marital
ties. They were in sharp contrast to those of ordinary villagers who, in the vast
majority of cases, took their spouses from within Benabarre or from villages in the
immediate environs.

There was also a class-related difference in language. The notables spoke cuszel-
lano, the official language of the country and the one common to all of Spain’s
educated classes. Even those bourgeois families which were permanent residents of
Benabarre spoke Castilian. The ordinary villagers spoke ribagorzano, a language
characteristic of all the villages in the. immediate region. Almost all villagers could
also speak castellano and this was the idiom used in dealings with the senoritos
or with outsiders. Ribagorzano was considered, even by those who used it, as
an unrefined peasant’s dialect. Consequently it was below the dignity of the
bourgeoisie.

The characteristics which most distinguished the elite from the rest were their
education and professional careers. They were what are referred to in Spain g5
gente de carrerg (career people). A career posmop can.range from schoolteacher,
Or minor civil servant, to very prestigious P{Ofess.‘om‘llke physician, attorney, or
university professor. The distinguishing f]ual‘ﬁca“‘m is that the person have the
nNecessary secondary or university educat‘lon to' fulfill the duty requirements of a
bureaucratic or government post. In SP}““ during the 1?205 only a small propor-
tion of the rural population atrained this le‘vel of education, and the majority were
barely removed from illiteracy. Thus the difference bet.we‘en.the educated anq the
uneducated was of profound social importance—as it is in most Preindustrip)
societies where education is the property of a small prlvnlsged ..;lass,

Their education related the seforitos o the ]arge'r society 1n a flmdamentally
different way from that of ordinary folk. Beﬂa'bfiffes notables thought of them.
selves as part of a class (the ptovincial bourseom'e) sxtraneous t‘o Benabarre (see
Pitt-Rivers 1954:77 for a similar class identification in Andalusia). This was the
class whose members, in all large villages and towns, were the caretakers of nationa]
affairs on the loca] Jeve]. They identified closely with Fhe values of urban-nagiong|
society and lived as much in accordance with urban living standards as local cop.
ditions permitted. It is nor too much to say that they thought of themselvesg as
SPaniards first-and as Benabarrenses second, whereas the identification of ordinary
villagers was the reverse, as villagers first and as Spaniards second.

THE GENTLEMAN COMPLEX®

Qne means of describing the bourgeoisie is to examine a key set of values which
anu"nated much of the behavior of members of the class. These values and atti-
tudinal syndrome are what I will refer to as the “gentleman complex.” In discussing

* This term is borrowed from Gilberto Freyre and Charles Wagley who have employed it
to refer to a similar set of valyes among the Brazilian upper and middle classes.
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this complex I will deal exclusively with the elite which epitomized these values.
It should be understood, however, that the complex applied in varying degrees
to all segments of prewar society; and, furchermore, remains influential in con-
temporary Spain,

The term "gentleman complex” refers to the fact that, in atticudes toward work
and Icisure, Benabarre's elite pursued a quasi-aristocratic ideal. They considered
certain occupations and types of work to be below their dignity, and the perform-
ance of such labor entailed a loss of prestige. Of supreme importance in this evalu-
ation was a disparagement of all forms of manual labor. It was thought demeaning
for any member of the bourgeoisie to assume work which entailed strenuous physi-
cal effore, labor in the sun, or that involved dirt or soiled clothing. This also applied
to domestic work; there were certain necessary household chores, such as fetching
water, bringing in firewood, and feeding animals, which the notables could not
dignifiably manage by themselves. Consequently all bourgeois households had maids
and manservants to perform these tasks. Nor could they engage in farm labor,
which, with its drudgery and association with animals, was the antithesis of dig-
nified labor. The irony, however, was that many of the bourgeois families were
among the community's largest landowners. The ownership of land, as distinguished
from the working of it, held enormous prestige. The notables did not, therefore,
actively farm their estates, except in the position of overseer. The actual cultivation
was undertaken by tenants, day laborers, or through sharecropping arrangements
with peasant households.

The negative attitude toward farming still prevails among segments of the upper
class. One of the notable families (Casa Rivasés) still resides in a neigliboring
village but has declined considerably from its former position. The present family
head does not have a profession and the family now derives their entire income
from the land. When I was taking a census of the village I asked my informant
if the head of Casa Rivasés actively engaged in farm labor. My informant, surprised
at the question, answered in hushed tones, "Oh no! It would be degradation (#na
bajeza) for anyone of Casa Rivasés to till the soil!”

The most highly esteemed occupations were those which involved education and
complex intellectual skills, such as attorney, notary, physician, and the like. These
were “gentlemanly” occupations which allowed the man to wear coat and tie and
set him apart from the surrounding laboring population. Education was the sine
q#a non for all professional and white-collar occupations, hence Benabarre’s notables
made strenuous efforts to educate their sons. Benabarre's school had only the pri-
mary grades, so secondary education entailed sending the children to schools in the
towns and cities. It was at this time that the children of the elite began their appren-
ticeship in the norms and values of urban-national culture.

There was a decided effort to prepare the eldest (or the most promising) son
to take over the father’s profession, so that the first son of a lawyer was expected to
become a lawyer and the son of a doctor a physician. Benabarre’s elite was remark-
ably successful in maintaining occupational continuity. The town physician in the
1930s followed in the footsteps of his elder brother, father, and grandfather, all
of whom had been the town’s doctor before him. Another family had provided the
village with three generations of lawyers. The pharmacist position was also main-
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tained in succession from father to son. Thus the notables’ commitment to educa-
tion allowed them to monopolize the community’s professional and career positions
generation after generation.

Of course not all sons could inherit their father's position; many were obliged
to emigate and to establish themselves in the cities. There were also sons who, due
to personal inadequacy or family financial straits, could not be provided with
careers. There was generally an attempt to place such persons in the minor clerk
and sinecure positions in Benabarre. If even this kind of work was unavailable the
individual might not work at all rather than accept labor unbecoming to the family
position. There is a famous story in Benabarre of a notable family which came on
very hard times after the Civil War. The head of the houschold (a village official)
was executed at the beginning of the war, leaving two spinster sisters with no
support except a tiny income from a small amount of land. The two ladies had
!Jeen brought up in an environment in which they had never worked, and even
in these rather desperate circumstances they made no effort to improve their situa-
ton. In an attempt to help them, the manager of Benabarre's telephone switchboard
ogered them positions as operators. The ladies declined the offer as work inappro-
priate to their station. One of them died in Benabarre in extreme poverty and the
et e e
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for those who could not attain the heights of a professional or government post.
This prejudice prevailed despite the fact that commerce could be very remunera-
tive. The two wealthiest families in prewar Benabarre were merchant households.
Yet both had unsavory reputations for grasping and miserly behavior and neither
was fully accepted among the bourgeoisie. In the eyes of Benabarre's elite, wealth
alone was not sufficient to confer prestige and station.

The bourgeoisie was also Benabarre’s principal leisure class. Their employment
of servants freed them from the many common tasks incumbent upon others. Also,
most worked only sparingly ac their professions because there was a limited amount
of administrative or legal work to be done in a small community. Thus a char-
acteristic of the class most commonly remarked by my informants was their con-
spicuous consumption of leisure. Here is how a reliable informanc described the
daily schedule of one of Benabarre’s important lawyer-politicians:

He was sort of a lawyer but he didn’t work at the profession a great deal. .-. .
It was a compliment in those days to say a man didn’t have to work very much.
... His day went somerhing like this: after getting up at abour 11:00 a.m. he
would go to the pharmacy of Don Marcin who was the most important political
figure in the village then. They would have a tertnlia (conversation with a circle
of friends) and at about 1:00 p.m. they went for coffee in the cusino. Afterwards
they went to meetr the mail bus to get the daily newspaper. They would rtalk
awhile there and then might go to the plaza. . . . He wore a coat and tie but
always went sloppily dressed with stains on his clothing. He never had much
money and lived modestly.

For the most part the notables were admired for their ability to avoid a con-
stant round of work. There was little suggestion of the notion, common in coun-
tries where a "Protestant ethic” predominates, that hard work lent a man dignity
and self-respect. The notables, like all villagers, worked for the concrete goal of
maintaining an appropriate standard of living for their families. To exert oneself
beyond such a goal would have occurred to them as unnecessary and a bit foolish.
Relaxation from work, rather than causing pangs of conscience, was considered the
just reward of status and social position.

A final element in what I am calling the gentleman complex was the elite’s
special concern for refinement and learning—summed up in the Spanish term
cultura. 1deally, a “cultured” person was one who had delicate manners, good breed-
ing, and who cultivated a knowledge of literature and the arts. Bourgeois homes
contained modest libraries with books on literature, religion, and history. The
leisure they enjoyed was considered a necessity if the person was to properly
“civilize” himself. On the contrary, labor, especially physical labor, was thought to
brutalize. As one of the modern representatives of this class exclaimed in reference
to Benabarre's farmers, "How can they be anything but brutes (bruzos) if all they
do is work the land?”

In practice probably very few of Benabarre's notables possessed c#ltura in the
sense of erudition and scholarship. But they had been exposed to Spain’s educa-
tional system which championed literary and humanistic learning, and they were
more knowledgeable of Spanish high culture than the semi-literate villagers around
them. Their superiority to others in this regard is reflected in the term gente de
cultura (cultured people) still used by villagers in reference to the former elite.
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INTERCLASS RELATIONS

I have described, up to this point, a rather clear-cur diffcrcmi:uion in the.pre-
war community. Yet one should not draw the conclusion that this status d:f’fel"-
ence was associated with a high degree of interclass segregation. There were, it is
true, certain social and recreational activities (see pp. 25-26) in which thc. bour-
geoisie was set apart. Bur these examples of social exclusiveness were far les.s impor-
tant in the toral scructure of prewar society than the enduring, and often intimate,
relationships which prevailed berween the upper class and large segments of the
lower classes. These relationships were what are known as patron-client ties.

A number of authors (particularly Pite-Rivers 1954, and Kenny. 1960, 1961)
have pointed up the significance of patron—client relations in binding t'he upper
to the lower classes in Spanish society. In prewar Benabarre these relations were
a principal nexus of the social order and merit examination. One of the main
characteristics of patron—client ties is that they are based on the acceptance of
inequality; a powerful and socially superior individual assumes the role of pro-
tector and benefactor to persons who are his social inferiors. He becomes a father
figure and trears them as if they were somewhat less than fully mature adults. The
relationship js ideally accompanied by a sense of noblesse oblige on the part of the
patron, meaning thar he recognizes an obligation to exhibit generosity tow.ard
the humble anq poor. The client must reciprocate, for the contract entails obliga-
(t)l::;i c::a){’:tb sides; he usually works for the patron or serves his interests in various

Another characteristic of patron—lient ties is that they are highly personalized.
They are what anthropologists refer to as “multiplex” relationships (Bailey 1971:
304-05). Eacp individual generally becomes closely involved in the private life of
the other, Thus an employer—patron is not only related to his employee on a labor
contract, but becomes engaged in other spheres of his life, such as acting as per-
sonal adviser, lending support in family crises, and the like. In Benabarre the
Personaljzed fature of the relationship is suggested by the terminology employed.
The 091}, Phrase | ever heard my elderly informants use to characterize their rela-
110nship 1o the former sesoritos was that they had close friendship (mwncha amistad)

with them, And the term a clienc used in reference to his patron was padrino
(godfather)

T

he latter terp, o,

fttiap: ggests the paternalism involved. Consider, for instance, the
Situation of

2 maid in a notable household. Her function was to handle the house-
hOId'dmdgery. Yer this economic tie was invariably converted into a complex social
relatlor{ShiPo In return for dutiful service the family assumed obligations toward
her which Would otherwise have been the responsibility of her natal family. They
stood 8uardian gyer her personal morality, saw that she attended church regularly,
super'vnsed her courting, and would often play an important role in arranging her
marriage. Her Personal ties to her employer were often extended to include other
members of hey family. The sesiorito mighe, for example, help her brother find
employment or intervene on the side of her father in a neighborhood quarrel.

Perhaps the peg, way of characterizing these relationships is to present bio-
graphical data frop, certain informants who helped me construct a picture of the
prewar society. Theij, relationships to the sesioritos were fairly representative of
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those of a majority of villagers in that period. The accounts illustrate the intimate
contact with the notables and the continual resort to their influence in crisis
situations.

The first account is that of Ramon Brualla, a peasant now sixty-three years old.
His family owns a modest patrimony, about 25 hectares, which they formerly
supplemented by sharecropping part of the estate of one of Benabarre’s lawyers.
The sharecropping arrangement in Benabarre was a contract whereby a landowner
apportioned the land, half of the seed, and half of the fertilizer; a peasant house-
hold provided an equal share of the seed and fertilizer and all of the labor neces-
sary to cultivate the land. The produce was then divided equally between the two
parties. In formal terms it was a commercial relationship; in practice it became
far more, with the sharecroppers tending to become social appendages of the land-
owner’s houschold. Ramén remembers with some pride that he was free to come
and go in the lawyer's house as he pleased, and says that he was on friendly terms
with all members of the family. After finishing his work in the fields he and his
father would go to their employer’s house to clean pig corrals, feed his animals,
or do any odd jobs he might ask of them.

Ramén and his father were also part of their landlord’s political clientele. In the
prewar period there was considerable political factionalism in Benabarre and each
of the major politicians maintained large blocks of supporters among the peasants
and workers. These supporters were expected to vote as the patron wished and to
take his side in political disputes. Ramon’s lawyer—patron was one of Benabarre’s
most active politicos. On various evenings during the week he would meet in his
home with his workers and trusted followers to discuss village political events.
Ramén and his father were expected to take part in these meetings (called
tertulias). They served as listening posts and informers (alcabuetes) for the
lawyer of moves by the other faction, or of anything said or done in the commu-
nity which might be of political significance. When the lawyer became mayor,
Ramon’s father was named councilman in the village government. It was apparently
of no concern that he was barely literate; he was placed there (as were others)
because he could be depended upon to rubber-stamp his patron’s actions and
decisions.

In return for these various services Ramon’s family was rewarded by the lawyer’s
protection and patronage. Ramon recalls that his father once injured a neighbor
in a freak accident; the head of the axe he was using flew off its handle and struck
the man with whom he was working on the forehead. The latter took Ramén’s

father to court to sue for damages. Ramén's father was represented by his padrino
in the case and as Ramdn remembers,

clever that even though my father was gui
Ramfin hlm.self was once caught by the Civil Guard on a poaching charge. Their
padrino again intervened and was able to have the fine reduced to a nominal sum.
Then when Ramén was drafred inco the military service his padrino visited him
in the camp at Zaragoza. Ramén recalls that he complained to his padrino that he
did not like his duty assignment or his outfir, The lawyer said he would see what
could be done. A few days later Ramén was transferred to a new company where,
as he says, he had almost nothing to do for the remainder of his term in the service.

A relationship of this kind continued as long as both parties felt that the services

That guy [their lawyer—patron] was so
lty we won the case and got off scot-free.”
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The biography of Jos¢ Pellicer, now seventy-seven years old, illustrates the very
considerable dependency on the elite common among poor villagers. José was the
second son of a nearly landless peasant household from which he received no
property inheritance. In early adolescence he attached himself as a manservant
(criado) to a wealthy household. He grew to manhood there and was apparently
treated well, somewhat like an inferior member of the family. He says today that
he came to regard himself as more a part of that family than of his natal house-
hold. When he was in his early twenties he turned to the wife of his employer
(rather than to his parents) for assistance in arranging his marriage.

After marriage he established an independent household but continued working
as a day laborer for two of the notables. By parsimonious living he was able to
accumulate sufficient wealth to begin a career as a moneylender, at first modestly
but eventually on a large scale. When he encountered serious difficulties in collect-
ing debts he asked the assistance of his padrino who would often exert moral
pressure on the delinquents to expedite repayment.

José claims that he had only one serious encounter with the law in his lifetime.
The day after he was inducted into the army he became involved in a heated argu-
ment with a corporal which ended when José struck him in the face. The corporal
pressed charges and José was in very serious trouble. He sent word of his pre-
dicament to his padrino in Benabarre who, through his influence with high rank-
ing military officials, succeeded in having the charges dismissed. As José related

this account he ended by comparing the contemporary village unfavorably with
the past:

In those days there were men here who were really worth something. If you got
into any kind of trouble they could get you out. Today there’s nobody who can
help you.

These biographical fragments should give some picture of the close association
and interdependence between the classes. They should also make clear that the
promise of political support was one of the crucial links in the chain of reciprocity.
Electoral politics were of preeminent concern to the bourgeoisie, so much so that
they are often remembered as la clase politica (the political class). Until the
Republic in 1931, the notable families were all affiliated with one of the two
national political parties, the Conservadores or Liberales. These parties were op-
posed in national and local elections and their village representatives were pitted
against one another for electoral support. Benabarre’s notables were divided approx-
imately evenly between the two parties, a circumstance which caused endemic vil-
lage factionalism. Each of the major party leaders (principally the lawyers) had
large numbers of supporters, both in the community and in surrounding villages.
In an election he secured the promise of their votes and was able to pledge them
in support of his party's candidates. The prize was control over local government.
The victorious faction was able to staff the government and various official posts
with friends, relatives, and supporters. Politics was a serious matter because the
_power of office was unabashedly used to serve the interests of the in-group and to
punish the opposition.

Ordinary villagers were only indirectly involved in this political system. Their
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vote was to meet a personal obligation to a patron rather than to support a party,
issue, or platform. As an elderly villager told me, rather impatiently, when I asked
him to which party he belonged in the old days:

I didn't belong to any party, nor did any of the lower class (la parte baja). . . .
We didn't know anything about politics; we don't understand those things; that
was for the sefioritos to worry about. We voted the way they asked us to.

The patron—lient attachments that have been described are crucial for under-
standing prewar society. Benabarre was organized to a very large extent in pyra-
midical fashion. The strategic ties in the social system were those which bound
members of the lower classes to their padrinos. These ties, in the normal order of
events, took precedence over those which bound them to neighbors and friends.
There were various ways in which this vertical structure of society was manifest.
There is the evidence, first of all, from interpersonal relations. One of the out-
standing characteristics of the period, remembered vividly by every informant, was
the almost interminable legal wrangling among the peasants. Benabarre's court
was the scene of constant juridical struggles as villagers did battle with each other
9ver disputed boundaries, an errant animal, threatening remarks, unintentional in-
jury, and the like. When there was any kind of quarrel between two villagers,
rather thap attempting to settle the matter among themselves, there was a tendency
for each to run to his lawyer—patron for advice and support. The lawyers would
8enerally exaggerate the issue, and the case would go to court. There is a nearly
una.nimous opinion in Benabarre today that the lawyers took unfair advantage of
their clients in these disputes. They encouraged the ire of neighbor against neighbor
f:rfl dth:)irh:wn political z:..nd 'pecuniz%ry ends. In court the tw.o lawyers woulcll pre-

¢ te each other,” said one informant, “and then they'd get together in the
Casino and laugh over how they plucked the feathers of some ignorant peasants.”
Indicative also of the hierarchical nature of the community was the absence of
Ny organization or grouping of ordinary villagers independent of the bourgeoisie.
here were no labor organizations or lower class political groupings, and the one
attempt a¢ 5 cooperative was organized and staffed by members of the bourgeoisie.
€nabarre’s peasants and workers were organizationally amorphous except whep
they Coalesced by virtue of individual ties to a common patron. Thus on all coq.
troversial jssyes the community tended to divide along factional lines with ope
Dotable anq his followers allied against another notable backed by his supporters,
p €re is one important caveat to add to this discussion of interclass relationg.
atron—lient ties were not equally characteristic of all segments of the cOmmunity,
1€ peasants, laborers, and very poor were far more likely to have enduring rel-
t100S With 2 padrino than were the well-to-do merchants or livestock dealers, There
Were a number of reasons for this. In the first place, for patron—clientage to operate
there must be 3 wide disparity of social status; the client must be willing to play
the role of child to his social father. There was not sufficient status differential
'etween Benabarre's wealthy merchants and the bourgeoisie to make such a rela-
tionship appropriate, Many of the merchants were the economic equals of the
bo‘{rgeoisie and were independent of them occupationally; they did not cultivate
their land and their sons and daughters did not become servants in their homes.
And finally, their commercial operations led them to considerable involvement
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with the world outside the village. They had to form contacts with city merchants
and they came into association with a wide range of persons in the course of their
business activities. And because, as we shall see shortly, an important function of
the bourgeoisie was to monitor relations with the supra-village society, the mer-
chants were less in need of this service than other segments of the comrunity.

THE NOTABLES AS "BROKERS"”

Notwithstanding that there were varying degrees of dependency on the bour-
geoisie, all villagers—including merchants—had recourse to their influence at one
time or another. The notables could perform certain services for people which the
average villager had almost no means of accomplishing. Their ability to do these
favors, and the considerable power they commanded, had to do with their special
relationship to the larger society beyond Benabarre.

Benabarre’s bourgeoisie were what anthropologists refer to as political and cul-
tural “brokers.” The term refers to those persons, particularly in peasant culcures,
who serve the interests of communication between local communities and the
urban—national society (Wolf 1956; Silverman 1965). Broker relations tend to be
found where a nationally oriented elite resides in close proximity to a community
oriented peasantry. Members of such an elite thus participate in two worlds: they
identify closely with the culture and institutions of national society, and they know
how these institutions operate; at the same time they are part of the personal world
of the village. They are therefore in a favorable position to perform two functions,
both of which redound to their power: they are the principal means through which
villagers actempt to deal with the society beyond the village; and they are able to
influence the way in which national institutions articulate with the local community.

The latter aspect of their role was obvious: the sesioritos were terminal points
on the governmental and ecclesiastic hierarchies which extended down to Benabarre
from the cities. The parish priest represented the power and authority of the
church; the judge occupied the final position on the juridical ladder from Madrid;
Benabarre's lawyers were local representatives of nationwide political parties, Thus
whenever a villager had dealings with administration or officialdom—to register
his land, to use the courts, or notarize a documenr—all such acts filtered through
the hands of the notables. The capability of controlling these institutions was an
enormous source of power. Those in control of village government could lessen or
increase a man’s tax burden. Obtaining justice in the courts depended as much on
the state of one’s personal relationships to lawyers, judge, or even court secretary,
as on the merits of one’s case.

There was another aspect to this broker role which had less to do with formal
institutions. As previously mentioned, the notables maintained far more extensive
nerwork ties outside of Benabarre than ordinary villagers, They gained these net-
works through their wider participation in the larger society, by marital connec-
tions, from schooling, and through occupational contacts. Consequently, even in
situations in which they had no formal authority they could often reach centers of
decision making by personal contacts. Accounts of how two of my elderly in-
formants avoided military service illustrate how this system of informal influence
operated.
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Joaquin Marcial became eligible for the military draft in 1920. Conscription was
based on a lottery system and Joaquin had drawn number four, virtually assuring
that he would be among the seven or eight boys called up from Benabarre. Yet
Joaquin’s family, a needy peasant household, was reluctant to part with his services
for the two years he would spend in the military. They sent Joaquin to discuss the
matter with Don Vicente, the village physician. The doctor admitted that he had
no power to affect the matter. He did, however, have an old friend from medical
school who was then director of medical operations for Huesca province; this man
had the authority to declare men physically unfit for military service. Don Vicente
and Joaquin traveled together to the provincial capital where the doctor renewed
friendship with his former classmate. As a favor to his old friend the medical
director certified that Joaquin had defective vision (apparently a false certification)
and he was relieved of his military obligation.

Another of my elderly friends escaped military service (again extralegally) when
one of the village lawyers wrote him a letter to be delivered to the lawyer’s cousin,
an army general in Barcelona. After reading the letter the general procured my
informant a certificate of physical ineligibility, and he was free to return to Bena-
barre. My friend recalls this event with wonderment: “That's what those men
could do; a few strokes of the pen and I was out of the military!”

Also by virtue of supra-village contacts the notables could aid villagers in tapping
employment opportunities in the larger society. Girls of peasant families were often
placed as maids in the homes of the notables’ urban relatives. One of Benabarre's
lawyers was known to have excellent connections with officials in the Civil Guard,
and he was able to place boys from Benabarre in that organization.

It was the ability to influence people and institutions in the larger society which
made the sesioritos an important resource for others. Even those who were not
dependent upon them economically found it expedient to remain in their good
graces. Villagers were continually disposed to perform some small service for the
Seftorito—giving him gifts of food, performing some chore, sending a child on an
errand for him—in order to maintain a viable reciprocity relationship. One man

recalled his childhood in the early 1930s:

I remember my mother was always sending me with gifts of food for the big
people (los pudientes); and in those days we hardly had enough to eat ourselves,
But that's the way it was, all the poor folk thought it best to stay on the good
side of those people in case they got into trouble, or had a favor to ask.

THE SECOND REPUBLIC AND CIVIL WAR

The society I have described existed until the latter stages of the Republican
period (1931-193G). At that time certain significant changes began to occur in
the community, changes which were in large part a reflection of political events
occurring throughout the larger society. The Second Republic was an interlude of
genuine parliamentary democracy in Spanish-politics. It was a time when groups
representing all segments of the political spectrum were given unprecedented free-
dom to advocate their programs and philosophies. The unforseen, and unfortunate,
result was a steady polarization of the country into two irreconcilable political
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camps on the left and right. Benabarre experienced a similar evolution: in 1931
the notables were the effective caretakers of a rather quiescent village politics; by
1936 new groups had arisen, adamantly opposed to the seioritos, and had gained
control of village government.

When villagers are asked why the political acmosphere changed so rapidly in
this period they usually aceribute it to campaign oratory and to the new leftist
organizations established in the community. One informant said it was a matter
of "opening the eyes” of the people:

Things changed because the eyes of the peasants were opened. There were lots
of mectings by people from outside of the village, telling us that things should
be changed, that they couldn’t go on like this. All these speakers came to open
the eyes of the people. . . . I heard some of them . . . some things I liked and
some I didn’t. When they spoke against religion I didn't like it. Bur when they
actacked caciguismo [boss rule by the senoritos} 1 heard it and I liked the one
who spoke up against the caciques; he was from Barbastro. But wich all this
happening the hatreds increased here.

Villagers had always held specific grievances against the elite, against venal
lawyers, sham elections, and political bosses. The tendency, however, had been to
accept these evils as an integral parc of all politics. It was startling and illumi-
nating, therefore, when leftist spokesmen began to articulate these resentments as
part of a general political program. Most villagers found themselves nodding in
agreement when an orator said that cacigues had exploited them, or that previous
elections had been fraudulent.

The fact that aspects of the leftist program were appealing should not suggest,
however, that a majority of villagers declared their support. Most of the people
of Benabarre remained skeptical of all political promises and preferred to have as
little to do with politics as possible. The new groups on the left thus constituted
a small minority of the total population, just as had the support for the politics
of the elite.

The national political parties which achieved some success in Benabarre were
the Socialists (Unién General de Trabajadores) and the Falange, the Spanish
fascist party. A number of villagers associated with the Socialists established a
Centro Republicano (Republican Center) which was intended as a “worker’s”
casino in opposition to that of the notables. It was a meeting place for all persons
of leftist political persuasion and contained socialist literature to be read by anyone
interested. In turn, many of the seioritos of the original casino swore fealty (appar-
ently in secret) to the Falange, the most dynamic new group on the right.

In 1935 and early 1936 the political atmosphere became increasingly embittered.
The notables led a boycott of a foodstore owned by the family of a schoolteacher
who had become Benabarre's most influential spokesman for the political lefe. Then
after the leftist—-Republican forces gained control of the ayuntamiento in 1936,
the sesioritos and their followers defied the government by secretly placing Viva
Cristo Rey (Long Live Christ King) signs on the walls of the town hall. The
rancorous atmosphere of the village was recalled by a notary from Madrid who
had happened to arrive for a summer vacation in Benabarre just a few days before
the outbreak of the Civil War:
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As soon as I arrived I saw that the town had completely changed, that it had
undergone a great transformation. There were people who refused to greet me,
people I had known and been friendly with for years. These were part of the
lower class who now saw in me another seiiorito. Previously I had always dealt
with everybody, I was not at all political nor were any of my family. Now it
was different . . . there was a complete division of the village; and because 1 was
a notary I was put in a new category and treated differently.

General Franco's military uprising against the Republic began on July 18, 1936.
Since early in that year Benabarre’s town hall had been controlled by the leftist
faction which had come to power through the “Popular Front” (Frente Popular)
victory in the national elections of February, 1936. The election had enabled them
to temporarily replace the sefioritos as the managers of village government. Due to
this control by the left, Benabarre was to remain loyal to the Republic during the
Civil War. When news arrived of Franco's rising, the village government sent the
Civil Guard to arrest persons thought to harbor anti-Republican sentiments. These
were virtually all of Benabarre's sefioritos. Only males were arrested, however; their
families were unmolested. About a week later armed members of the FAI (Federa-
tion of Iberian Anarchists) arrived in Benabarre. These were members of liquida-
tion squads from Catalonia who had gone from town to town executing “enemies
of the revolution,” which in practice meant the bourgeoisie, With help from a
handful of Benabarre’s leftists they removed the fifteen detainees from Benabarre's
jail, drove them to a point two kilometers below the village, and executed them.
Some days later another lawyer was shot and a few others were executed when
the war took a bad turn for Republican forces in Aragon. The list of persons
executed included two priests, three lawyers, the registrar, pharmacist, veterinary,
secretario, physician, and three minor civil servants. Others killed were either closely
connected to the Church or they were victims of personal vendettas against them
by some of the principal leftists.

The people of Benabarre were deeply shocked by the executions. For days after.
ward the village took on the appearance of a ghost town as people locked them-
selves in their homes, afraid to venture into the streets. There had perhaps been
a considerable number who applauded when the notables were jailed; but almog
none had foreseen such a drastic outcome. “The first days of the Civil War were
like an exciting game,” said one man, "but when the executions took place we
suddenly realized it was for real!”

The class-directed violence of the Civil War was to have a profound impact op
village social structure. The main representatives of the class which had controlleq
local society for at least the past century were suddenly removed. For the first tjme
in modern history Benabarre had no clearly defined sociopolitical elite. In sycceed.
ing years new members of the bourgeoisie would take up residence in Benabarre.

But representatives of that class would never again command the political impor-
tance of the prewar sesioritos. Certain technological and economic changes began
to occur in the postwar which totally undermined the basis of the earlier political
system. It is to this economic and technological revolution that we now shift our
attention.
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Before dealing with the important demographic and technological changes
occurring in contemporary Benabarre it will be instructive to say something about
the source of these changes, the industrialization of Spanish society.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN SPAIN

There is a widespread popular image of Spain, among Americans and Europeans
alike, as a country which in recent times has experienced little fundamental social
change. This image derives, I believe, from the conservative, even traditionalist,
nature of the Spanish government. Since the Civil War the country has been under
the authoritarian rule of Generalisimo Francisco Franco. This government has de-
clared itself a monarchy; it has made every effort to extirpate the liberal-leftist
influence of the Republican period; political parties have been abolished; there are
no open elections; and genuine labor unions and strikes are prohibited. A major
governmenml priority has been to reassert the authority of the Roman Catholic
Church throughout Spanish life, and particularly in the educational realm. Above
all, the regime has made an iron commitment to the maintenance of public order
and is intolerant toward any kind of group demonstration or public expression of
dissent. These major policies make the regime appear anything but progressive;
certainly alongside the liberal democracies of most of Western Europe, Franco’s
Spain is a political anachronism.

Yet the image is deceptive. Despite its ultraconservative political stance, the
Spanish government has made vigorous efforts to create a modern economy. The
program of industrialization, which includes development plans similar to those
of socialist countries, has been carried forth with remarkable success. Spain has
achieved in the last two decades levels of national growth greater than in any other
period of its modern history. In the ten years from 1957 to 1967 the economy grew
at the unprecedented average rate of nine percent annually, one of the highest rates
of development in the western world (Anderson 1970:xiii). Per capita income
surpassed the six hundred dollar level in the 1965-1966 period, removing Spain
from classification as an "underdeveloped” country (Anderson 1970:218-19).

These events have had a dramatic impact on the life of the average Spaniard.
Twenty-five years ago Spain was a fundamentally rural society in which approxi-
mately half of the population was engaged in agricultural occupations. By 1971 a
39
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majority of Spaniards lived in urban areas and more than two-thirds of the labor
force worked in industrial or service occupations. In 1950 the country was only
incipiently mechanized; no automobiles were manufactured within Spain and there
were only 90,000 passenger cars in the entire country. In 1970 alone Spain manu-
factured 450,400 automobiles. In the same year there was a car, truck, or motor-
cycle for every seven persons in the population (Anzario 1971:164). Thus in
twenty years the country has been transformed from a nation of pedestrians into
one which suffers from urban traffic congestion, parking problems, and inadequate
highways. Mechanization has arrived in the countryside with similar abruptness.
Most of Spain’s farmland was cultivated by animal power in 1950. As late as 1959
there were only 33,000 tractors in Spain as a whole. A decade later it was estimated
that by 1971 the number of tractors would reach 300,000 (Informe Sociolégico
1970:226).

It would be inaccurate, however, to convey the impression that the country's
industrialization is wholly a product of recent decades. The beginnings of Spanish
industrial growth date back to the middle of the nineteenth century. There were
periods of vigorous expansion at the end of that century and in the early decades
of the present one. Particularly notable were the periods of growth during World
War I and the industrial boom in the 1920s under the dictatorship of Primo de
Rivera. But despite this general progress, the pace of Spain’s development lagged
considerably behind that of the advanced countries of northern Europe. Through-
out the nineteenth and the first third of the present century Spain had one of the
lowest standards of living in Europe, high rates of illiteracy, and, comparatively
speaking, feeble industrial production. The famous writers and statesmen of the
“Generation of ‘98" constantly bewailed the afraso (backwardness) of Spain and
proposed remedies for national regeneration.

Unfortunately, in the first half of the twentieth century such regeneration (at
least in terms of material progress) was not in the offing. In 1929 Spain reached
a plateau of industrial growth which was not to be surpassed again for another
quarter century (Roman 1971:19). The world depression impaired the economy
in the early 1930s and before there was time for significant recovery the nation
had embarked on the disastrous course of civil war. Spain emerged from the con-
flict in 1939 with large parts of the country devastated by war and economically
exhausted. Recovery was further impeded by the involvement of the rest of Europe
in World War 1I, making economic normalization impossible. Moreover, after the
World War, due to the Franco government's earlier association with the Axig
powers, Spain was ostracized from the community of nations. She was cut off from
normal sources of international commerce and did not receive Marshall Plan aid;
as a result her economy was virtually stagnant throughout the 1940s. Spain’s inter-
national standing changed for the better in 1953 when, due to Cold War concern,
the United States signed bilateral aid agreements with Spain in exchange for mili-
tary bases. Also in the early 1950s Spain began to benefit from the tourist trade
which was eventually to become a principal source of the revenue employed to

finance industrial expansion,

The unparalleled economic takeoff of the contemporary period can thus be par-
tially explained by the fact that Spain is catching up on developments which,
without the Civil War and its aftermath, would have occurred earlier and at a more
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gradual pace. At any rate, it is certain that Spain is now, for the first time since
the beginnings of the industrial revolution, gaining ground on the more advanced
countries of Western Europe. In the remainder of this chapter attention will be
focused on the far-reaching impact that the country’s rapid industrial growth has
had on the Spanish countryside.

THE RURAL EXODUS

The most fateful consequence of industrial expansion for Spanish villages has
been the associated rural to urban emigration. The trend in itself is not new; since
the latcer part of the nineteenth century there had been a gradually accelerating
transfer of population from the Spanish countryside to the cities. In the late 1950s
and 1960s, however, the movement swelled to massive proportions. It is estimated
that in 1963 alone there was a net transfer of 154,000 persons from towns of less
than 10,000 population to urban areas; in 1964 the figure was 180,000 (Anllo-
Vizquez 1966:97); in 1970, 141,000 (Anwario 1971:54). Between 1960 and
1970 well over a million villagers deserted their homes for life in the cities.

The effects of this massive emigration on country districts has often been catas-
troPhic.‘ The movement is known in Spain as the “rural exodus” (éxodo rural)
and it is aPPIOP""E'"_"JY named. Reports from Navarra and the Basque region tell
of entire communities being abandoned and then sold by the former inhabitants.
The sarr{e has occurred in Castile; and even the traditionally large communities of
Andalusia and Estremadura now often hold only half of the population they con-
rained a few years earlier.

Severe depopulation is also occurring in Huesca province in which Benabarre
is located. The province is basically rural, with more than half of the population
residing in communities of less than 2,000 inhabitants. It is therefore reasonably
representative of the many largely rural provinces in Spain which are losing popu-
lation to the industrialized regions of the country. Between 1955 and 1970 Huesca
province suffered a net decline of approximately 10,000 persons. Global provincial
statistics, however, because they also include the expanding urban areas, do not
indicate the magnitude of flow from the countryside. To gauge the extent of this
emigration one must look to some of the hinterland areas of the region.

In the summer of 1971 I visited a number of small peasant hamlets to the north
of Benabarre. The hamlets are located in a relatively isolated area. None are situ-
ated on the main highway which traverses the region and they are only connected
to the highway by very rough dirt roads. The nearest town of any consequence is
Benabarre, which is about ten kilometers distance from the nearest of these hamlets
and about thirty kilometers from the farthest. In each community I compared the
1950 census figures with the population totals in 1970. Most of the figures derived
from ayumntamiento records; where these were unavailable I carried out a household
census with the aid of informants. The table on the following page summarizes
the findings for seventeen villages.

The comparison shows a tremendous depopulation in a relatively short period.
The area as a whole has lost 61 percent of its population in twenty years! Some
communities (Mongay, Almunia, Chir, Mora) are now completely abandoned
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The exodus from the countryside is depopulating entire villages. This photo shows
the ruins of deserted homes in a village 20 kilometers from Benabarre.

and a good many others (Chiriveta, Estall, San Lorenzo, Colls, Torre de Bard) are
very likely to become extinct in the near future. Some villages have been deserted
so recently that only the boarded-up windows and the total silence belie the im-
pression that they are still occupied. In the now deserted village of Almunia I met

DEPOPULATION OF VILLAGES, 1950-1970

Village 1950 1970 % of pop. loss
Caladrones 178 122 31
Ciscar 87 65 25
Antensa 42 29 31
Sagarras Bajas 80 59 26
Luzis 181 58 68
Alumnia 39 0 100
San Lorenzo 37 8 78
Chiré 40 0 100
Torre de Bard 40 13 70
Mora 17 0 100
Colls 41 18 53
Viacamp 95 47 50
Liter4 93 28 70
Mongay 25 0 100
Chiriveta 51 7 86
Estal] 69 3 92
Montasiana 160 34 79

Botal 1275 491 619%
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a man who used to live in one of the nearby hamlets. He now lives permanently
in the city of Lérida but has become the caretaker of village lands, commuring
about once a week to do the necessary work. He told me that as late as 1960
Almunia was an apparently flourishing community. "Then around 1962 or 1963,
he said, “"everybody got emigration fever; six years later there was hardly any-
body left.”

The villages which retain parts of their population offer nearly as disheartening
a spectacle as the deserted ones. Here and there one finds an occupied house; it is
usually surrounded by others which are deserted and boarded shut. Many of the
latter are in advanced stages of deterioration; the walls are crumbling and many
of the roofs have caved in. Still others have been converted into corrals for pigs
and chickens. It is not at all uncommon to find livestock now kept in rooms where
a family lived only a few years ago. Young people are conspicuously absent in all
of these villages; they have either found employment in the larger towns or cities
or they are studying in secondary schools. Thus elderly and middle-aged persons
make up a large proportion of the residents. In many of the villages I surveyed,
45 percent of the population was over fifty years of age; in one village I found an
astounding 6O percent of all residents to be over fifty! Not surprisingly, the occu-
pants who remain are extremely pessimistic about the future. In my conversations
with villagers I encountered only a few individuals (all of them elderly) who
expressed any determination to stay. All others thought their villages were doomed
and said they too expected to emigrate sometime in the future.

The above description is of a very small area of the province. Yet more or less
the same conditions prevail in all of the genuinely rural districts. In my travels
throughout the Pyrenees region I invariably found that the more isolated and
smaller the community, the greater was the depopulation, The tendency everywhere
is for people to move from smaller to more urban centers.

The larger villages, and those located on major transportation arteries, are not
as seriously affected. Many of these villages are, like Benabarre, losing population;
but rarely are they declining to such an extent that their existence is threatened.
The rate of desertion is not as great as from the smaller communities and the
larger centers are often recipients of some of the migrants from the surrounding
hinterland.

Benabarre's population statistics are indicative of the trend occurring in many
of the villages of its size throughout the province. The following table records the
town’s population for every decade since the beginning of the century.

BENABARRE'S POPULATION, 1900-1970

Year Inbabitants
1900 1,819
1910 1,880
1920 1,730
1930 1,664
1940 1,544
1950 1,356
1960 1,260

1970 1,022
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The 1,880 inhabitants recorded for 1910 probably represent the greatest population
in the town’s history, the culmination of a gradual growth during preceding cen-
turies. After that time there is a steady decline. In the sixty years from 1910 to
1970 the village lost approximately 45 percent of its population. The loss is readily
visible in the town’s physical aspect. All of the back streets have numerous houses
which are closed. Out of a total of 374 dwellings in the community, approximately
100 are uninhabited.! This means that slightly greater than one out of every four
houses in Benabarre is unoccupied.

While the empty houses make it evident that many whole families have departed,
most emigration from Benabarre has not been of this kind. It has rather been of
parts of families; the young people have been the most disposed to leave while
tbeir parents remain in Benabarre. The occurrence of this single member emigra-
txo.n has been so widespread that virtually all of Benabarre's adules have either
children, or siblings, or other immediate relatives, who live in the cities or large
towns. The walls of the dining rooms of most village homes are dotted with photo-
graphs of children, or brothers and sisters, who live elsewhere—in Barcelona,
Manresa, Sabadell, Zaragoza, or some other city.
tio: E;e::;bwn of the community’s population in terms of age reflects the deser-
years of a e)’%ljt?g.. In 19§5 only 36.2 percent of the pop}Jlatnon was under thirty
2 full 50 ie;-c is is consnc.lerably below t'he ﬁgt'xre for SPam as a whole which lists
2s recendl, & eiit under thirty. Benabarre s declme'm this respect has been sudden;
other endyofs 950, 45 percent of the Tnllage residents were l}l’ldel’ thirty. At the
of clda the population curve, as might be e?(pect(.ed, there is a high percentage

Y persons. In 1965, 32.4 percent of the inhabitants were over fifty. This is

prreciably higher than the figure of 22.5 percent over the age of fifty for Spain
2 whole (Anuario 1968:50).

THE CRISIS OF THE SMALL PROPRIETOR

irnIprz) rdt:;etrrtr;ir;i.ng the. causes behind thi.s large-scale des?rtion of thc? region it is
emigration Thlsurfgmsh between two dlfferen.t clazses cl)1 factors which encourage
our of the.vmere is, first of all, the rather obvious fact t ;t P(elol_ﬂe f;:e bffl_ﬂg drawn
barre's young age by the wide range of emplc?ymen; o erel in the cities. Bena-
of raking advaiet:ple e partigu larly auracted ‘s{ncel\ffoerioafe ti];: t(l):;es hr:\(r)St CﬂPfible
an educatiop, " 8e of the available oPPortun}thS. X ver, y have received
position appro €y must necessarily emigrate if they 9pe to secure a white-collar
of emigratio Priate to thejr Jevel of schoolmg.. Burt quite apart from the economics
cent far Preff;r;no]st young people leave the village by. Fhonce. The average .adoles-
MONOtoNouS andne Stimulating atmosp}mre of the cities to what he considers a
On the other ;esmcted life in che village. .

left Benabarre reh:l d there have been many persons I the l'a st few years who have

Ctantly, Their basic motivation for leaving has been that they
}m['n’ll;l:::sc;) :(,)tl:sils) cafceo r:ng;,rhowever, crumbling into ruins as I have described for the isolated

¥, they are rapidly being renovated. See below, pp. 57-58.
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can no longer make an acceptable livelihood in the community. There are large
numbers of peasant proprietors, craftsmen and agricultural laborers who have
increasingly found themselves in straitened circumstances. Household enterprises
which have passed from father to son for generations have suddenly been under-
mined by forces emanating from the larger society. I will discuss these forces
shortly. The point to be emphasized here is that emigration from Benabarre and
the surrounding region has been encouraged from two sides. Villagers are not only
being drawn out of the community by opportunities in industry; they are also
being pushed out by a very substantial breakdown in the traditional economy.

This economic breakdown applies most directly to small peasant proprietors, but
also to craftsmen such as copperworkers, sandalmakers, weavers, and the like. Many
of these households have left the area entirely and of those which remain a majority
have gone into serious decline. It is when one examines the situation of these
families that he forms an impression of the true revolution which is occurring in
Benabarre. These households formerly made up the middle range of local society;
they were owners of property and of an ancestral house which usually dated far
back into the village past. The peasant households have been the backbone of
agricultural production for centuries. Suddenly, within the time span of one gen-
eration, a majority of these households have either disappeared or it has become
apparent that they are no longer viable enterprises.

A survey of the community’s peasant households reveals their adverse circum-
stances. In 1968 there were 117 households in Benabarre which could be classified
as farming families, in the sense that more than half of their household income
derived from agriculture. Of this number, 53 (or 45 percent) were “incomplete”
in such a way that they will be unlikely to continue in the next generation. Eighteen
of these households have male heirs who have not married and will have no issue,
There are thirty-five others consisting solely of elderly or middle-aged couples who
have no heirs to carry on the household tradition; their children have either
emigrated, are being educated, or have taken up some nonfarming occupation.

But even the large number of incomplete households does not indicate the full
extent of the problem. Virtually all of Benabarre's peasant farmers face difficulties
in finding heirs to continue the family tradition. The example of Casa Morera® illus-
trates the problems faced by many. Casa Moreta is a five-member household com-
posed of a middle-aged couple, their nineteen year old son, a girl of seventeen,
and another boy of eleven. They own 22 hectares of good land, a team of mules
and they have some livestock. This was a patrimony which, only a few years ago
was considered substantial, far better than the average holding. The household
head, Manolo Sopena, wants his eldest son to inherit the property and continue
working it as he has. His son, however, has different ideas; in direct opposition
to his father he has refused the inheritance and has taken on a job as an appren-
tice stonemason. The boy says he would be willing to become a farmer if he could
own a tractor, but he absolutely refuses to cultivate the land with mules. For him,
as for most of Benabarre’s youths, to work the land with mules is degrading. His

2 Nearly all houschqlds in Benabarre are known by a nickname which differs from the
family name. Hence this household is known as Moreta, while the family surname is Sopena.
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Members of a farm family eating their nightly meal.

father cannot buy a tractor because the family property is insufficient to make it
a worthwhile investment. The daughter is being courted by a shopkeeper’s son
and she will leave the household at marriage. Manolo hopes that his youngest son
will remain in the household, but it is unlikely that they will be any more success-
ful in holding him than they have been with the eldest. Manolo is grieved by the
possibility that he may not have an heir to follow him. He remarked to me rue-
fully, “I can’t understand young people today. I had to practically fight my brothers
for the inheritance; now I can’t even get my son to take it!”
Another household, Casa Juanico, is one of the moribund ones mentioned above,
It consists of four persons: a middle-aged man and wife, their bachelor son (now
thirty-one years old), and the man’s elderly mother. Like Casa Moreta, a little over
a decade ago this was thought of as a house of substantial means. I once listened
10 two elderly peasants as they discussed the old days in Benabarre. One of them
remarked that when he was a young man houses like Juanico, with about 20
hectares, seemed like great landowners. “Nowadays,” he said, “what we thought
was a good patrimony is so small that nobody wants it.” At the present time the
young man of the household works the family lands only occasionally. He has
become a tractor driver for the farming cooperative and earns a decent salary. His
father does most of the work tending the family farm and livestock. The tragedy
of Casa Juanico is that the son remains unmarried. The family has sought desper-
ately to find him a wife, bur with no success. He courted a girl some years ago
but she ultimately rejected him in favor of the village electrician. She did so after
heeding her family’s warning that life as an electrician’s wife offered a better
prospect than becoming a drudge in a peasant household.
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The fact that the young man of Casa Juanico has been unable to find a wife
deserves additional comment. His is by no means an isolaced example. Besides
Juanico there are seventeen other peasant households in Benabarre which are headed
by young men who cannot find wives. In the last fifteen years all peasants of the
region have experienced a severe “bride famine™ as local girls have become in-
creasingly unwilling to marry into peasant households. Benabarre’s farmers are
acutely aware of the difficulties they face. One peasant told me:

About ten years ago the girls around here [Benabarre and environs} started
refusing to marry into peasant houses. So we had to arrange matches between our
boys and peasant girls from villages up in the mountains. But now you can't even
find them. They'd rather serve as maids in Barcelona than marry our boys.

Acrually, the eighteen bachelor heirs in Benabarre is a small number in relation
to the extreme difficulty peasants (even the largest property owners) are experi-
encing in finding women. In the last few years villagers have even been driven to
the extreme of advertising their situation in agricultural journals and in Church-
Sponsored magazines. They place a notice in the journal which states that they are
seeking wives, and they briefly describe their personal and economic circumstances.
By these means a few families have contacted women from other (usually poorer)
regions of Spain who feel they can improve their situation by marrying into
Bdenabarre. At least three marriages have taken place as a result of this kind of
advertising. Howey ost important reason that there are not more bachelor
heirs is [i]gat m;‘(’fy‘?(;::; r:ien, rezﬁ(i)zing that they had little chance of attracting
Wives as farmers, have emigrated to the cities.

It is apparent from the preceding discussion that peasant agriculture is singularly
unattractive to Benabarre's young people. It is important to emphasize, however,
that this is an entirely new situation. Only fifteen years ago it would have been
virtually unheard of for a potential heir to refuse the family inheritance. It would
have been an equally rare circumstance for a healthy heir to property to be un-
successful in attracting a wife. Nowadays these are common occurrences.

There are a number of reasons for this drastic shift in attitudes toward farming.
Throughout the remainder of this section I will analyze some of the forces which
have combined to undermine the position of the traditional farm family in Bena-
barre. As will be seen, most have to do with the small scale of household produc-
tion. The impact of agricultural mechanization illustrates some of the difficulties.

The first tractor came to Benabarre in 1955. Since that time thirty-four more
have been purchased by villagers. By 1970 approximately 90 percent of the village
lands were worked by machinery. Even the many households which do not own
tractors have taken to hiring them from neighbors or from the agricultural coopera-
tive. Except for a few conservative old men, everybody in Benabarre now agrees
that mechanized agriculture is the only way to farm successfully.

Despite this admission, a majority of Benabarre’s farmers cannot own the ma-
chines which have become the necessary means of production. The small size of
most farms make tractors a prohibitive investment. Some notion of the small scale
of household agriculture in Benabarre can be derived from statistics in the follow-

* This is the term used by Edward Norbeck for the same phenomenon in rural Japan.
See Changing Japan (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1966), pp. 55-56.
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ing table (calculated from the Primer Censo Agrario de Espaiia, Asio 1962, pp. 52,
53, 66, 67).

SIZE OF LANDHOLDINGS IN BENABARRE

No. of ouners % of owners St of land
Less than 10 hect. 145 56.5 6.6
Between 10-50 hect. 82 32.0 26.5
More than 50 hecr. 29 115 66.7

As the figures indicate, more than half (56.5 percent) of Benabarre's landowners
own fewer than 10 hectares. However, these figures include all of the community’s
landowners rather than just the 117 households which I have classified as farmers.
If only the holdings of farm families are calculated a figure of berween 15 and
17 hectares is derived as the median household farm.

This is far short of the amount of land necessary to carry on mechanized farm-
ing.* The agrarian extension agent for the Benabarre region estimated that at least
59 hectares are needed to make use of a tractor feasible. A tractor is an expensive
ptece of equipment which inevitably represents a loss to its owner if it remains
idle through most of the year—as it must if it is used only to work, for example,
a 20 hectare farm,

From my own observations in Benabarre it appears that the extension agent's
figures may be somewhat high, and that farmers with more than 40 hectares are
’ctlgcetoti [;;ot]iat::ly employ machinery, at least for the present. Of.the thirty-five

abarre only a handful are owned by households with fewer than
i;) l?ec;ares. Most of the latter make a profic from their machines by using them
a . - . )
thrOu;h I::;erlals f(?r the building trades as well as working other people’s land
¢ recropping and rent agreements.
‘ Using the minimal figure of 40 hectares, there are only about thirty households
in Benabarre which have sufficient land to support mechanization. The large mg.
)fonty of peasants, at lease 70 percent, cannot hope to mechanize their individya]

ar
: ms. Consequently, in the last few years all but the largest landowners have foynq
themselves withoye t

units. The smal]
this involyeg a pr
farmer greater th
barre’s farmersg r

he means of production to carry on farming as independen
farmers ordinarily rent the necessary machinery; but of course
ofit for the tractor owner, making production costs for the smg||
an they would be if he owned his own equipment.. All of Bep,.
owners. 0 ecognize the advantage that mechamzaugn I.ms provided the large
- VN€ of the comments I heard most often while in Benabarre was the
expectation

hat 2 few large landowners would eventually triumph at the expenge
of the Others,

. ;\/Iechanization has also vastly reduced the need for labor on small holdings.
e

ore t i
he advent ¢ i ectare farm required the labor of two m
machinery a €n,

4 v el .

barr}l;crcsxftrl;at;sn is made more complex by the fact that all agricpltural holdings in Bena-
e icrented' Virtually none of the farmers have all of their land in one place; they
lang strip €, another on the other side of the village, and so forth. Such a pattern of
andholding reduces the efficiency of machinery.
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usually a man and his son. Today the owner of a farm of the same size, who hires
tractors and harvesters, does not require the services of a second laborer. One man,
even an elderly one, can tend to the livestock and to the residual farm chores
which cannot be handled by machines. His son is more profitably employed in
some other trade, as a stonemason, carpenter, road construction employee, or
similar occupation. By 1971 almost all of Benabarre’s small holders had bowed
to this economic logic, and father-son teams had virtually ceased to exist among
the small and medium farmers. Benabarre’s household agriculture is now over-
whelmingly in the hands of middle-aged and elderly men while their sons work
at some other trade, are being educated, or have left the village entirely. The chance
that some of these boys will eventually return to the household is remote. After a
few years working at a trade the boy usually discovers that he earns more than
his father, and also thac he derives greater prestige from his new occupation. His
withdrawal from agriculture then becomes permanent.

Although mechanization is a very serious problem, it is only one among a whole
series of difficulties occasioned by the small scale of peasant farming. Another has
to do with the discrepancy between the limited resources of farm households and
the vastly increased demands being placed on them at the present time. The same
households which are too small to support mechanization have likewise been
unable to keep pace with the general rise in standard of living which has taken
place in the last few years. In order to understand the impact of this rise in living
standards it will be necessary to briefly examine the kind of living which has tradi-
tionally been associated with Benabarre's household agriculture.

The most striking characteristic of the traditional peasant economy was that it
was based on ascetic living and strictly limited consumption. When peasants de-
scribe what life was like in the past they invariably preface their remarks with a
commentary on the extremely parsimonious living. “We hardly saw money in those
days,” is a common observation; or "The peasants of this village buy more items
in two weeks now than they used to buy all year.”

Granting that this may entail some exaggeration, it is nevertheless true that
peasants got along with very few money expenses. A household with a 15 to 20
hectare farm could meet most of the food needs of a five member family on its
own resources. Each family maintained an irrigated kitchen garden which produced
virtually all the vegetables (beans, potatoes, cabbage, tomatoes, lettuce, etc.) and
fruits eaten during the year. The average farmer also owned wheatfields, vineyards,
and olive groves. The wheat, when traded to the baker in the form of flour, was
their source of bread. The vineyards produced grapes, wine, vinegar, and raisinos;
the olives produced their oil. The annual slaughter of the household pig was the
main source of meat yielding salted hams, pork rind, and various types of pre-
served sausages (chorizo, longaniza, salchicha). Fresh meat and eggs came from
the rabbits and chickens kept by every household, and on important festive occa-
sions a lamb might be slaughtered. With a rather unvarying die, still adhered to
by many peasant families, the inventory of food items to be purchased was limited:
salt, sugar, dry salted fish (bacalao), and a few additional foods were the only
outside needs.

Cash income derived from the surplus production of cereals, wine, oil, or sale
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of livestock. Money was required to pay for specialist services from physicians,
stonemasons, blacksmiths, carpenters, and so forth. There was also the need to
provide dowries for non-heir children and to pay taxes. Expenditures on enter-
tainment were limited to major annual festivals or perhaps an occasional visit to
the cafe. Family members wore one or two sets of clothing throughout the year,
with another set for holidays. Children occasioned few expenses; quite the con-
trary, they were looked upon as economic assets and were expected to contribute
to the prosperity of the household as early as possible. Education beyond the
elementary grades was out of the question. As soon as a boy had mastered the
rudiments of reading and writing he was put to work in the fields. Girls were sent
at adolescence to serve as maids in the homes of the wealthy. Store purchases were
generally avoided. According to an oft repeated refrain, “Quien a la tienda va y
viene, dos familias sostiene’ (One who goes frequently to the store supports the
storeowner’s family as well as his own).

It was by all accounts a very frugal existence, as it had to be if five or six persons
were to live on very slight resources. Minimal consumption was, in fact, a sine
q#a non for the continuation of this system of agriculture. The main peasant

virtues exrolled thrift, hard work, early rising, and the like. The lazy person, or
one who was saddled with vicios (literally “vices,

: " but meaning simple personal
indulgences like tobacco, drink, spending on luxuries, and so on) was thought
certain to bring his house to ruin.

.This pattern of living is still possible on the same size farm today. The land
will provide all the food, shelter, and elementary requirements which it did thirty

[ oA L
A middle-aged
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couple rest on their balcony and converse with passersby.
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years ago. There are, in fact, various elderly couples in Benabarre, and more in the
surrounding villages, who continue to live in almost precisely the manner I have
described. They cultivate a few plots of land, keep chickens, rabbits, a household
pig, and have a vegetable garden. By leading an extremely parsimonious existence,
with no luxuries or entertainments, and minimal expenses, they manage to scratch
out a living. In the home of one old couple with whom I am familiar the only
amenities are running water and electricity. They have no toilet, no furniture, they
cook over a wood fire on the hearth, their house has not had repair work done
for a generation, and the two of them go about in ragged and patched clothing.
The man once boasted to me of his ability to live economically, saying he has not
entered Benabarre’s cafes for twenty-two years. This is the only existence he has
known and the fact that other villagers have begun to live differently does not
disturb him.

Benabarre’s young people, however, find such an existence totally unacceptable.
In the last two decades they have been exposed to a series of cultural influences
which have drastically altered their view of what constitutes a proper living. What
the parents considered a reasonable standard of living now appears to their offspring
as abject poverty.

This, then, is the crux of the matter: traditional household agriculture is not
disintegrating because the average peasant can no longer make a living. There is
nobody starving in Benabarre or even suffering serious privation. In fact villagers
almost unanimously say they live better now than at any time within memory. The
problem is that while small-scale farming will provide for subsistence and a simple
living (as it always has), it is far less capable of providing for the new consumer
goods, diversions, and educational demands which have become minimal expecta-
tions in the last fifteen years. It is this faral discrepancy between the new demands
and the traditional means of satisfying them which has brought the demise of so
many long-established households.

METROPOLITAN CULTURE AND THE URBAN IMPULSE

The foregoing discussion highlighes the fact that increased demands and quest
for a higher standard of living have contributed significantly to the disintegration
of the peasant economy. These new demands have arisen, in the main, from the
impact on Benabarre of what I will refer to as “metropolitan culture.”

The term simply denotes the mainstream culture of the larger society and it is
used here in contrast to the folk or peasant tradition of the village. Throughout
Benabarre’s history there has always been an important difference between village
culture and the norms and standards associated with urban society. Patterns of
dress, manners, speech, and various local customs diverged significantly from those
encountered in the cities. Indeed, the contrast between sefioritos and peasants
described in the preceding chapter was primarily a difference between the norms
of the larger society and those of the village. It will be recalled (pp. 26-29) that
Benabarre’s prewar elite was described as an essentially urban-oriented class and
as embodying the values of national society. The rest of the village, on the other
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hand, lived much less in terms of metropolitan standards and were basically com-
munity oriented. Today this distinction has been virtually erased; “village culture”
has retreated on all fronts while the tastes and living styles of the old bourgeoisie
have become common aspirations of a majority of the community.

The change is due to the fact that Benabarre is no longer set apart from the
main currents of national culture. Industrial technology and the communications
revolution have vastly reduced the physical and psychological distance between the
village and metropolitan areas. Radios and television, expanded travel by bus and
automobile, the wide diffusion of mass consumer goods, frequent contacts with
urban friends and relatives—all have operated to reduce or eliminate the barriers
of rural isolation. Benabarre has, in effect, been incorporated within the orbit of
the nation’s urban-industrial centers.

This new proximity between Benabarre and metropolitan areas has had an enor-
mous impact on the way villagers evaluate their personal circumstances. The com-
n‘.u{nity and life there has been placed in a direct frame of comparison with the
cities and larger towns, so that villagers are now led to contrast their situation to
that‘ of people very much like themselves who live in urban centers. Such com-
parison has presented them with a wide range of alternatives to the encysted life
Of. the past, and there can be no doubt that this has raised the level of dissatisfaction
with village life as a whole.

Th‘ere are various reasons for this discontent, one of the most important being
t%m In Spain (and the same is true of most developing countries) there is a con-
sxdera'b.le lag in the spread of modern conveniences in the countryside relative to
the cities. Facilitjes such as telephones, central heating, modern bathrooms, sec-
ondary sshools, and commercial entertainments are far more accessible in the
;n;;;(r):il;tig g‘eas than in rural Communi-tielji thn, f'or example, a village fflmily
furnisheq witharclfil'ona ey almoslt l[?e:llthZn;?ie:etl::rtlotlin lapartment WhICh' s
in Benabarre. Ii tlhgher. l.evelhOf P?t)rlzlcalso schools close ate l:'?x:nde o oecupled
familjeg have 3 g N CJICS e r‘lit of providing secondar (education f i
children, 1 Ben bsona © opporty g anish towns of its siz); there i o
beyond the ¢] oarre, and in most P ducation for vill  children 1 school
entai €mentary grades. Secondary edu r village children therefore

}s t.he additiona] expense of supporting the students away from home in the
Provincia] tggpg or cities

Certainly one of the complaincs I heard most frequently from villagers was thae
their urbyp rela P

tives live berter than they do. A man who was made the sole hej,
to the famjj

. Y Property in Benabarre made this comparison with his brother wh
now lives in Barcelona:

so that urban

}\l;f();rlc?r;t:sr lefe Benabarre twenty years ago practically a pauper. Now he earns
s €y than [ do, he owns a car, and his family has lots of things we don’t

And another:

People who useq o live here in wretched poverty (con miseria) now come back
from the cities br‘agging about how much better they live than we do.
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As the second comment suggests, the invidious comparison between city and
village is reinforced in encounters with urbanites. During my stay in Benabarre
I witnessed dozens of meetings between villagers and their urban relatives. On a
majority of these occasions the city people adopred patronizing attitudes toward
various aspects of village life (ranging from complaints about "unhygenic” con-
ditions to criticisms of the pettiness of village social relations) and spoke glowingly
of benefits they enjoy which are unavailable in the village. Villagers rarely. if ever,
put forth counter arguments in defense of the community.

The difference between city and village is not, however, only a mater of amen-
ities. Urban living (as villagers perceive it) also entails a very ditferent mode of
existence. The work engaged in by city people is thought of as less arduous and
as “cleaner” than work performed in the village. The cities also offer a greater
range of entertainments and means of spending leisure time. Compared with the
variety of activities in the ciries, village life appears uneventful. As one teenager
expressed it, "My cousin in Barcelona goes to a dance or football game every week.
Here in Benabarre there’s nothing for us to do.” Closely related is the deep appre-
ciation almost all villagers feel for a particular quality of city life, usually referred
to as animacion (life, activity) or ambiente (lively atmosphere). The terms refer
to the fact that city streers and cafes are full of people, there is a constant bustle
of activity, and there is the ongoing spectacle provided by the coming together of
different kinds of people. The quiescent routine of country life is the antithesis
of these desired qualities.

Life style considerations such as these have been especially influential among
Benabarre's young women and are part of the explanation for the “bride famine”
mentioned earlier. Village girls have become extremely sensitive to the different
possibilities which await them if they marry within or outside the village. It is
no exaggeration to state thar, other things being equal, most girls in Benabarre
would rather marry an urbanite than a villager. The girls are often quite candid
abour this preference; the twenty-year-old daughter of a peasant explained to me
why she was not responsive to the attentions of a suitor from one of Benabarre’s
wealthy farm families. She said that marriage to him would involve her in a type
of life which she wants to avoid:

I've lived this life [in a peasant household] and I don't like it. One of my sisters
is married t0 a factory worker in Monzén [a large provincial town] and lives
in an apartment there. She doesn’t have to feed pigs or go around in sloppy work
clothes all the time like we do around here. She dresses up every day and spends
afternoons walking the children and promenading (de paseo) with her friends.
Thar's the kind of life I want too.

These comments were made in 1968. When I returned to Benabarre for a short
visit in the summer of 1971 this girl was living and working in the city of Andorra,
and had met a boy there whom she intended to marry.

Cases like this are becoming legion in Benabarre. In 1967 a marriage was planned
between a girl from a small peasant village to the north of Benabarre and the heir
to a farm household in Aler (the satellite hamlet attached to Benabarre admin-
istratively). The couple had been engaged for a number of years but the marriage
had been delayed due to the girl's hesitancy to become the wife of a farmer. She
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attempted to persuade her fiancé to give up the inheritance altogether and find a
job in the city of Huesca. His parents, on the other hand, implored him to stay on
as the married head of the household; to sweeten the inheritance prospects they
purchased the young couple a tractor as a wedding gift. The girl, however, remained
adamant; she told her fiancé that they would either go to Huesca or there would
be no marriage at all. To the chagrin of his family the boy acceded to her wishes
and abandoned the household. He now works as a truck driver on a road con-
struction crew and lives in Huesca. His wife is reported to be very happy in their
modest city apartment.

The foregoing examples illustrate the strong desire, particularly on the part of
the young, to live in terms of urban standards. Yet the same general desire is shared
by a large part of the community. This is reflected in the considerable effort being
made by villagers to import the conveniences and material goods of industrial
civilization into the village. In the last fifteen years the greatest proportion of
expenditures for the average family have gone toward improving material living
COnf%itions. Two decades ago such expenses composed only a small fraction of
family budgets; nowadays Benabarre is on the road to becoming a genuine con-
sumer society. There have been throughout the 1960s, for example, an endless
series of house renovation projects. All the while I was in Benabarre numerous
houses were undergoing reconstruction. At one time or another every village street
Was strewn with piles of sand, bricks, and debris where builders were engaged in
Some project. Many families had new gas kitchens installed; others built in modern

b

a . : . . N
throoms; still others had an entire floor converted into an independent apart-
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arre has made scenes such as this commonplace.
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ment. Various families had their whole dwellings demolished and rebuilt from the
ground up. These completely renovated homes were always designed to conform
as closely as possible to the new apartments being constructed in the cities. They
have colored tile floors, brightly painted interiors, and are furnished with glossy
cabinets and formica tables and chairs. A large number of these houses can now
be seen on every main street of the community; their blue or white stucco facades
stand in marked contrast to the older buildings.

Many homes are likewise being furnished with electrical appliances such as
washing machines, refrigerators, electric mixers, and television sets. Most of thf:se
articles were rare in the village only ten or fifteen years ago. The first television
set, for instance, appeared in Benabarre in 1960; in 1968 there were sixty homes
which had them, and by 1971 the number had increased to ninety-four. The only
item more significant than television as a symbol of urban afluence is the auto-
mobile. In the early 1950s there were less than ten cars in Benabarre. By 1968 the
number had increased to fifty-two, and in 1971 there were more than one hundred.

The items mentioned are only a fraction of the panoply of industrial goods (from
Plastic hair curlers to detergents to bicycles) which villagers now purchase as 2
matter of course. Having such things is all part of the atcempt, as villagers express
it, to keep pace with l¢ vida moderna (modern living). And the attempt is in-
creasingly becoming a moral imperative; families which ignore these trends and
continue to live according to the parsimonious standards of the past are exposed
o the criticism of urban relatives and more “modern” villagers. They are told that
they are “backward” or, even more harshly, that they “live like savages.” Needless
to say, these unprogressive households are having the greatest difficulty in per-
suading their sons to stay on in the household, or, having accomplished that, in
finding them wives.

THE NEW ECONOMY

The consumer economy just described would suggest that Benabarre is experi-
encing substantial material prosperity. Commodities such as automobiles, farm
machinery, and television sets could not be purchased if Benabarrenses were not
able to accumulate considerable cash savings. How, then, is this to be reconciled
with the obvious instances of decline which have been documented in the bulk
of this chapter? The statistics on” emigration and the large number of moribund
households certainly do not connote the most salutary economic conditions. These
conditions are, however, only a part of a far more complex reality. There are also
examples of unprecedented opportunities and economic growth in Benabarre which
are as much a part of the local scene as are the abundant instances of decline.

This dual character of the village economy is in fact one of the most striking
features of contemporary Benabarre. It also constitued one of the most perplexing
problems of interpretation I faced when I began my work in the community.
Depending upon whom I interviewed or conversed with, I alternated between the
view that the village was in a serious state of decline, or contrariwise, that it Was
experiencing unprecedented growth. I eventually discovered, of course, that it was
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doing both, and that my conflicting impressions derived from the different social
location of informants in the modernization process. When I spent time with per-
sons who were fully a part of the commercial economy such as livestock dealers
and entrepreneurial farmers, I was exposed to a highly optimistic view of the local
situation. These individuals led me on tours of their modern pig or poultry farms
and they typically brimmed with enthusiasm over their operations and plans for
the future.

There were other days, however, which were spent principally in the company
of the many peasant farmers in Benabarre whose futures in the community are
decidedly unpromising. Such persons reflected a wholly pessimistic view of the
community and its future. “All of this is coming to ruin” (va a pigue, literally
sinking) I was told oo many times to remember; or, “Our sons all have to leave,
there’s no future for them here.”

What I was witnessing was simply the differential impact of modernization, a
g.laéa(;ﬁi:i; of the procgss which has been remarked by a number of writers. As

- as expressed it (1966:27):

-t he ;fllg cIofnstructiqn of a new way of life inevitgbly in\{olves the destruction of
of SOciéti one thmks. of moderm.zatgon as the integration or the reintegration
the disimees on the basis of new principles, one must also think of it as involving
then, a5 5 gration of traditional societies. . .. Modernization must be thought of,

’ Process that is simultaneously creative and destructive, providing new

OPPortunities and prospects at a high price in human dislocation and suffering,
Thes . .
SChizoi(;) polar processes at work in Benabarre lend a highly dichotomous (even

utter qi qQuality to much of village life. The earlier economy and society is in
l - . . .
lDossﬂ)‘l‘sarray, while a new economy is being superimposed. There is always the
ili .
%, therefore, that an observer may emphasize one of these realities at the

€Xpense .
o 'of the other. This is, in fact, what is often done in the Spanish press. The
unt[y S news .

View of g Clm}\bapers and Popu.lar magazines 'rdeﬂ.ect an 0verwbelmingly negative
fﬁsmtegrati on fnges occurring in the counftrysl e; th(iy emPhaS|ze breakdown and
'zation, T, ofar more t.han what leack refers to the creat{ve" aspects of modern-
In the remaindten constitutes a serious dlS[f)I'th[] of what is actually taking place.
"rege“efative" er of this chapter I will briefly describe what can be termed the
any of . aspect of .Benabarres deve'IOPment ‘ .
traditiopy) eco(e] same c1rcu.mstances which are responsible for unfisrmming the
fapid exPansionomy have' s‘lml.?ltaﬂCOU‘S]y opened up new opportunities. Thus the
1§ now 5y, o of the cities in relation to the CC?untrysnde has meant that there
like Benabar Ormously jncreased demand for agricultural products from villages
ment of r? 10 sustain the growing urban population, Moreover, the develoP.
highWayS, hac'e“t transportation, in the form .of truck cransport and improved
able to "™ s gr.eatly extended the effective hinterland upon which each city is
siderable dismc: 1ts products. Th?refore, even though Benabar.re is located at a con-
last few year, ac; (some 190 kilometers) from Barcelona, it ha's. become in the
This incorpe irect Supplier.of egg gnd. meat profiucts to che city.
in ar emarkableatlon of the village W{thln the orbit Of.clty markets .has resulted
8rowth of commercial poultry and livestock farming. As the
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visitor enters Benabarre from any direction he sees evidence of the new industry.
Large buildings which house pig or chicken farms have sprung up on the outskirts
of the village, all having been built in the last ten years. They are all owned by
villagers and many of them are gigantic enterprises compared to the modest scale
of Benabarre’s traditional agriculture. The largest of the pig farms are designed to
hold as many as 1,500 pigs at once. One of Benabarre's poultry farmers maintains
an output of 31,000 chickens fattened for market every three months. In the
summer of 1971 there was another chicken farm being built which would eventu-
ally have the capacity for 45,000 birds. Egg farming has also become an important
enterprise. There are eight households in Benabarre which maintain sizable opera-
tions. The largest of these is run by two families which recently pooled their
resources to build a joint farm. They presently have 3,000 hens in continual output
which produce some 175 dozen eggs per day. The production of other of Bena-
barre’s egg farmers is nearly as great, so that every week trucks pick up hundreds
of boxloads of eggs in Benabarre to be transported to Barcelona.

The rapid growth of the livestock industry is also related to mechanization. All
of Benabarre’s farmers have had a substantial portion of their labor time freed by
fh‘_f use of machinery. The same tasks which required hundreds of man hours when
using draf't animals or the scythe, are now accomplished in half a day with tractors
and.COmbmes. This has made it possible for certain farmers to invest a great deal
of time and energy into raising livestock.

Thus at least a part of Benabarre's agriculture has been transformed from house-
hold production to large-scale commercial operations. This trend will almost cer-
wainly continue in the future as Benabarre (like many Spanish villages) steadily
becomes a kind of “rural food factory” (Halpern 1965:79) in order to meet the
growing demand for agricultural products in the larger society.

The other major stimulus to the local economy, no less important than the live-
stock industry, has been the tourist trade. Its importance is also indicated by the
large amount of new construction associated with it. Both within and outside of
the village scores of summer homes (chalets) have been built to accommodate the
growing numbers of people who come to spend vacations in Benabarre every sum-
mer. Those who come are city dwellers (most of them relatives of villagers) and
since the early 1960s they have been buying deserted homes in the village to reno-
vate th‘?m for use as summer cottages. Since 1967 a planned housing development
(wrbanizacion) has grown up adjacent to the village, entirely in the hands of
village contractors. This “suburh” has grown very rapidly. I witnessed the first
chalet being built in the summer of 1967, and three more in 1968. When I returned
to the village in 1971 there were thirty complete homes and many more in the
planning stages. Some villagers have built houses there, but the great majority are
summer homes for urban visitors,

The investment in village property by urbanites represents a substantial infusion
of capital into Benabarre as well as employment. The construction trades have been
the single most dynamic sector of the village economy. In the early 1950s there
were approximately twenty men in Benabarre employed full-time as albaiiles
(stonemasons). In 1971 there were sixty-one men who listed construction work
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The municipal swimming pool built to encourage summer tourism,

as their principal occupation. The prosperity of many peasant households in Bena-
barre is related to the fact that their sons have been able to remain in the village
and stil] bring in a good wage as full or part-time albaiiiles.
) The willingness of urbanites to purchase property has also had a significant
Impact on property values. Deserted homes, once thought to be nearly worchless,
are now in grear demand, and outsiders often pay what villagers consider exorbitant
Prices for them. In 1971 a large house in the central plaza was being offered for
sale; this house fifteen years ago was valued at about 50,000 peseras ($833); in
1971 the owners were asking 500,000 pesetas ($7,140). Land values have also
appreciated considerably; a parcel of land is presently worth between four and

Ve times its value in the mid 1950s.

Thus a]] property owners are benefiting to some degree from the use of Bena-

Arre as 3 symmer resort. Certain families, however, have taken greater advantage
of the situation than others. Approximately seventy families now rent our apart-
MeNts to symmer visitors. Many have converted an unused floor of their homes
'0t0 moderq apartments with kitchens. Others simply rent out extra rooms for the
two mMonthg of July and August. This can yield a fair income; a family with two
aPartmeny to rent can earn as much as 22,000 pesetas ($313) in a summer,
. 1€ pergons who have perhaps derived the greatest advantage from the tourist
Influx 4y the merchants. The population of Benabarre nearly doubles in summer
ing 'it IS in this season that the shopkeepers make a large share of their yearly
Canings, Merchanes are also benefiting from the increased automobile and bus
Hansie through the village. Bypass traffic now accounts for a significant percentage
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of sales in the grocery stores and in the four cafes and two restaurants. Therefore,
even though the population of the village and of the surrounding region is declin-
ing, the number of effective consumers has increased notably. The automobile, along
with the affluence of Spain’s new middle classes, has made this expansion possible.

These various developments, coupled with the disintegration of the traditional
economy, make Benabarre a specimen of the modernization process as it is occur-
ring throughout rural Spain. In the next chapter I will trace out the major social

implications of these events by means of an analysis of the changing partterns of
stratification and prestige.



4 /'The changing class structure

In this chapter 1 want to draw out some of the social implications of the
economic changes just described. It is a common observation among anthropologists
thflt as economic forces are transformed, the social groupings or classes associated
with Fhese forces are variously affected. In Benabarre the economic revolution has
occasioned the decline of certain social categories and the ascendancy of others.
Through a description of these changes 1 hope to portray aspects of the new social
order emerging in Benabarre and in large sections of rural Spain.

SOCIAL LEVELING
thecer:;:ltlt);othe majoxf soci.al consequence (?f @()(l?rnization in Benaba.rrc has been
i“eqUality dfel Of socn.al differences. The institutional structure of hierarchy and

.scnbed in Chapter Two has been heavily eroded in the last two
in the comm, virtual.ly something of the.pasr. Thcrel are no powerful patrons
unity, no clienteles, and the etiquette of interpersonal relations is
ntly egalitarian, Villagers think of the community as being composed
social equals, As mentioned in the first chapter (pp. 16-17), when I first

mveStigated th
& ge, 0[ w

Mainly of

€ question of status in Benabarre most informants failed to acknowl-
all congy, ould nor admit, that significant status differences existed. Furthermore,
. st R . . ) .
ere gy ed the present situation with the stratified society of the prewar period.
X er . g “
With eye ybody 1s about the same (por un estilo)”; or "Here everybody deals
Tybod s _
Ommgy o y else by ' (the familiar form of address); these were the most

e . . . .
artia| s of expressing this perceived equality.
C()nsider

pr iest,
tiOned

e dQXcepti()ns to this characterization were the few persons who coul.d be
Hodern representatives of the prewar bourgeoisie, such as the village
Siciap, and certain descendants of notable households. These were men-

SUperi()rity "arious informants as having a legitimate claim to a degree of social

however, t ate 10 their education and family.bnckgr()unds. Informants ofter.\ added,

pp. ()6-()8) A at €se persons were such margl‘nal m.cmbers of the co_mmum.ty (see
agreed thag et the}’ ~C0uld be.left out of. consideration altogether. It is unammo?xsly
felﬂtinnship to Ph05~mon of this stratum in the contemporary community bears litcle

One thing ist eir e.xalted position a gene.ranon ago. .
Certain: there is far less distance between the ends of the social
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pyramid than was the case in the recent past. As villagers often express it, “The
poor have gone up and the rich have come down.” By and large this is an accurate
assessment. The question to ask, then, is what forces have brought about this
change? In order to answer the question I will first discuss the communirty’s labor-
ing population and then will have something to say about the bourgeoisie.

The greatest single force affecting the lower orders of village society has been
the substantial rise in value of labor which has occurred in the last twenty years.
Throughout Benabarre's history the lowest levels of the occupational and social
hierarchy have been occupied by persons who labored for others. Included in
this category were occupations such as day laborers (jornaleros). tenant farmers,
shepherds, and servants. Like most of the villages in Spain, Benabarre has always
been characterized by an overabundance of workers in relation to the demand for
their services. Consequently, labor has commanded a low market value. It was this
low value which formerly made it possible for wealthy landed families to employ
large numbers of workers. Before the Civil War the largest landowner in Bena-
barre (Casa Abbad) had as many as fifteen workers at various times during the
year, and all seiiorito families were able to surround themselves with servants.

Today such extravagant use of workers is out of the question. Labor value has
appreciated to such an extent in the last two or three decades that now even the
largest landowners cannot afford to employ more than one or two workers. The

following table shows the average daily wage paid to agricultural laborers in
Benabarre from 1935 to 1971.

Year Daily Wages (pesetas)
1935 5
1942 11
1945 22
1955 55
1960 90
1968 160
1971 225

The figures indicate that in thirty-six years the value of labor has increased
forty-five times. While it is true that the greatest share of this increment is due
to inflation, this is not the whole story; there has also been a definite improvement
in the purchasing power of the daily wage. This can be demonstrated by compar-
ing prices paid for foodstuffs in Benabarre in 1931 with the prices on the same
items in 1968. The comparison yields a crude measure of the rise in cost of living
as seen in the following table (p. 62).

If we calculate the average price differential in the two periods we find that
prices have risen about twenty times over their value in 1931. This is considerably
less than the rise in wages (thirty-two times between 1931 and 1968) which has
taken place in the same period. There can be no doubt, therefore, that the pur-
chasing power of labor has improved; this also accords with the fact that all village
laborers maintain a standard of living which far exceeds the levels of 1931.

The explanation for this improvement is not far to seek: emigration to the
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PRICES IN BENABARRE

Sepr. 1931 Feb. 1968

(pesetas) (pesetas)
300 gm codfish .65 18.00
V4 dozen eggs 1.25 16.00
150 gm coffee 1.20 24.00
cond. milk (can) 1.35 18.00
1 kg garbanzos 2.00 35.00
200 gm cheese 1.00 32.00
350 gm salt pork 1.00 13.00
sardines (can) .60 15.00
1 liter cider 225 12.00
300 gm biscuits .90 21.00
V4 kg noodles .65 5.00
100 gm almonds .60 16.00
1 sack of rice 1.15 22.00
bleach (liter) S0 4.00
1 chicken 3.00 80.00
1 kg sugar 1.60 16.00
pimento (can) 40 16.00

cities has considerably reduced Benabarre’s pool of excess labor. As might be ex-
pected, a disproportionate number of emigrants from Benabarre have been those
who own no property, particularly the supernumerary (non-heir) sons of peasant
households. These were the persons who traditionally made up the bulk of the
jornalero population. In the face of employment opportunities in the cities, which
offer good wages and better living conditions than the village, emigration has
been the most reasonable alternative for this class as a whole. The result has been
a gradually increasing imbalance between the requirements for labor and its avail-
a!Dility. By the mid 1960s Benabarre had become a labor-scarce community, par-
ticularly in the busy agricultural seasons. In the spring and early summer of 1968
I heard the constant lament from large and medium landowners that they could
not find t.he workers they required. Elderly people often expressed amazement at
the new situatjon, One remarked that when he was young it was the workers who

had o beg for work “Now it's all d nd. It's th .
for workes - "Now it's all turned around. It's the owners who go looking

The shorta
siderab
cultiva

8¢ of workers has affected all economic activities which demand con-
le labf)r. Landowners who depended on hired hands or sharecroppers to
servati\t;ee lt:ecllr fields have been forced'to mech.anize their operations. One con-
when he d:t owner told me th?lt he resisted bt.lymg a tractor until a few years ago
sceadily inco ehrmmed that paying three occasional farm hands was driving him
© one ma ; e rc'ed. He the.n resolved to purcha‘se a tractor, reduced his labor force
of the main’st and 1s now doing well. Sheepherdmg. was, only a few years ago, one
flocks I ys of th‘e peasant economy. Many village households owned modest

» Usually numbering no more than twenty animals. By 1968, however, all but
a few households had abandoned sheepherding. The reason given was tf,lat they
could not afford to pay shepherds the daily wage of two hundred pesetas which
they demanded for -guarding flocks. To afford a shepherd at such a wage, and con-
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tinue to earn a profit, an owner had to maintain a minimum flock size of about
one hundred animals. This is beyond the capital and pasture capacity of most
farmers. Grape and wine production have met a similar fate. Proper maintenance
of vineyards requires hired hands to weed and prune the vines and for the harvest.
Labor costs have simply made small-scale production uneconomical; and berween
1965 and 1971 most of Benabarre's farmers uprooted their vineyards to replace
them with cereal crops.

Further evidence of the changed status of labor is the greatly reduced servant
population. Although it is difficult to assemble accurate statistics on earlier periods,
informants estimated that in the immediate prewar period there were berween
twenty-five and thirty household maids in Benabarre. In 1968 there were only
four, and all were outsiders, hired from small hamlets in the mountain hincerland.
But even these girls are becoming very difficule to find. Work as a maid is con-
sidered demeaning labor and there are now few households willing to send their
daughters out to serve if there are alternatives. Even high wages are insufficient
inducement for girls to hire on. In the spring of 1968 a family which runs a
boardinghouse in Benabarre searched for a maid for three months; the one they
eventually hired was virtually free to state her own terms of employment. Bena-
barre’s mayor hired a maid at about the same time. On her first workday the girl
informed the mayor’s wife that she would not scrub the floors on her hands and
knees; if they wanted the floors cleaned they would have to purchase her a mop.
They did so the same afternoon.

The preceding discussion highlights the fact that the labor-scarce economy has
placed unprecedented bargaining power in the hands of workers. The days are past
when villagers were bound to an employer by his control over the only resources
which could provide them a living. Villagers now have alternatives; if an em-
ployer makes onerous demands, or will not pay a just wage, his laborers seek
employment elsewhere. The political implications of this new situation are not
lost on villagers. As one informant stated:

In the old days the pobre [poor person] couldn’t speak up, he had to worry

about his living. Now he can say whatever he wants. . . . In those days the rico

[wealthy person} asked you to clean up the pig corral in his house and you

thought you'd better do it, maybe without getting paid a thing. Now if some-

body asks you to work you say, “Well, how much do you pay?”

The point of the above discussion is not to say that workers in Benabarre are
highly paid or, by any stretch of the imagination, affluent. Those who are full-time
workers continue to count among the poorest people of the community. The point
is, however, that their poverty no longer impels them to become subservient to
the wealthy. As anthropologists who have studied peasant villages in Japan have
noted, the critical factor in determining whether or not patronage relations will
arise seems to be “how poor are the poor” (Beardsley, et. al. 1959:274). Depend-
ency relations and patron—clientage are most likely to appear under circumstances
in which workers are little removed from a subsistence level. In such a situation it
is expedient for the poor to depend on those who control life-giving resources.
Where, on the other hand, workers have a clear margin beyond subsistence, servile
relationships are far less common. This essentially explains what has occurred in
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Benabarre. Those who sell their labor are poor but not wretchedly so; they are
reasonably removed from a subsistence level and all have various alternatives in
the expenditure of their labor. When villagers are asked, therefore, to state the
main difference in the community between past and present they usually remark
that people are more self-sufficient nowadays, and free of control by others.

“Everybody lives independently,” they say. “You don’t have to link yourself
(ligarse) to anyone now.”

THE RURAL BOURGEOISIE

The independence villagers speak of refers primarily to the fact that they are
no longer bound by patronage obligations to the bourgeoisie. As suggested pre-
viously, this group is no longer the dominant stratum it was thirty years ago. The
class has been reduced in both numbers and influence.

In 1'971 there were nine families which could be considered the modern repre-
Se‘ztat.lves of the prewar bourgeoisie. Three of the families are continuations of
fenorito households native to the village. The others are professionals or civil
S:::;n’tl"sl‘;etifa:“-lage priest, physician,‘law‘yer, secretario, p}mrmacisr, and a vet'eri-
during the Ci:'llsv(l/ess than half the. size lt. was a genemtfon ago. The execut‘lons
were almog: alll ar played a certain role in reducing thel.r‘numbers, Those killed
recover from i rr;ale heads ‘of hOL}SChO]dS, and some fa‘mllxes were never able to
after the way. e ki)ss. Ceftam family members simply did not return to Benabarre
maintain of p;SOt ers, yxthou.t.the household head for support, were unable to

Yer the l.nains on their positions. N . o
sition 1o emigratrea;on tha}t so few of these families remain has been thelr.d.lspo-
monopolize carref; her.e. 1s no longer an attempt on the part of such families to
transformeg the Oa pos:t‘lons in Benabarre. Recent economic development has so
tunities for gente ;cuPatnonal structure of theb count? :mt there are now oppor-
se.rving in 2 smay) v?“‘“”em outside of Benabarre “; ;c are more attractive tl?a.n
§uu own Propercy age. Tk.ms a number of successful sons of th‘e old bourgeoisie
In the citjes. They “; the village bur are Pfese“‘tl)’.lawyef& engineers, or doctors
barre’s districe cq village has also lost many of its tmportant civil servants. Bena-
fore the communliltrt ;vas removed some‘years.ago to the city of Barbastro; there-
secretary anq prop);noes not have a resident )ugige?. And both Benabarre's judicial
nearby citieg (where Yh registrar are a‘bsenteet 9 cials. The‘y prefer to live in the
duties are attended f ey can engage In subsidiary occupations) while their official

Benabarre i hor :tf tl"lem in Be.nabarre by caretaker clerks.
all the large villages h:\f)lcal in tl‘m re.gard;. throughout l‘fluﬁsca p'rovince virtually
one can find deserceq m: lo§ ¢ their patlve elites. In hm ost ?d these villages and towns
Of course not al] of the ESlons which werz(ej o:;e t Zlemriestlh eences of the bourgeoisie.
still residing in the cornmom~es are deserte .h' ere and o re one finds descendants
the position of the h unity. Yet ‘Vhefe S s ® gen'erally the case that

It of Ousehold has fallen significantly from what it was a generation
ag0. It Olen AppEArs, in fact, that many of these households are in the hands of
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the least talented offspring. A son or daughter who received no education, or who
never succeeded in gaining an independent career, has remained in the village to
accept the inheritance. The phenomenon of decadent elites is so common in the
region that there is a general phrase to describe them: “los que no han sabido
reaccionar” (those who have been unable to adapt to the times).

A typical example is that of a bourgeois household in a community close to
Benabarre. The household head, Francisco Perat, was one of four children. His
eldest brother became a physician and now has a practice in a town near Valencia;
Francisco's sister studied to become a schoolteacher but married a clothing merchant
and lives in Barcelona; the other brother is an army officer. Francisco studied to
become a notary but, despite various attempts, has never succeeded in passing the
qualifying examinations. At an earlier point in his life he intended to remain in
the village only until he could establish a position as notary in Zaragoza. Such
hopes have waned now and he is resigned to remaining with his wife and children
in the village. Although he has a great deal of land, he does not utilize it effec-
tively, and does not engage personally in the agricultural labor. Other households
in the village, although they own fewer resources, have been more successful in
converting to modern agriculture. Francisco is regarded by other villagers as a
rather ineffectual figure and is the butt of a good deal of concealed, but malicious,
humor. When 1 mentioned this to the village priest the latter replied, rather
regretfully:

You see, many people in this village used to be their workers or servants. It
now gives them a great deal of pleasure to see this family brought down to
their own level.

The two most important notable families which remain in Benabarre are partial
exceptions to the above characterization. They are exceptions to the extent that
both have made a successful transition to large-scale, commercialized agriculture,
and are well-off economically. They do, however, reflect the decline in position
relative to the rest of the community which is characteristic of the class as a whole.
No resident member of either family has a professional position, and the income
of both households derives entirely from agriculture. Nor have they been able to
maintain the marriage barrier between themselves and the rest of the community.
Each of these households was left with female heiresses after the Civil War, both
of whom married non-heir men from two of Benabarre's substantial landowning
families. Their husbands’ families are, however, casas de labradores (worker homes)
with no claim to social distinction above the rest of the community. The marriages
were considered below the station of the women, and villagers assured me that such
matches would not have occurred in the past. The women are considered gente fina
(refined people); both have been to the university and their education is far
superior to that of their husbands. Yet it would have been difficult for either of
them to find men of the same social position willing to live in Benabarre; the
decision was either to emigrate, remain single, or marry down. Both women chose
the latter alternative. In each case the man now resides in his wife’s household.

The position of these two families has also changed in relation to their workers
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and dependents. Neither household controls anywhere near the labor force they
were accustomed to employ in the past. The largest landowner (Casa Abbad) which
once had as many as fifteen workers now employs two men on a steady basis and
they retain a live-in cook. Not only has the number changed, but also the quality
of relationship. Casa Abbad has had considerable turnover of personnel in recent
years as various workers have departed for what they consider better employment
in the cities. Their difficulties with workers was brought home to me by an incident
which occurred during one of my visits to the household. I was engaged in con-
versation with the lady of the house and was puzzled by the fact thar she frequently
arose from her chair to peer out of the window. She finally confided that she was
spying on one of their laborers who, she said, was loafing on the job. I asked why
she did not say anything to him. She exclaimed, “Oh yes, and then he'll quit for
sure and then where will we be?”

The labor situation is just one of the many ways in which the dominance of the
formc:r elite has diminished. I have dealt with it at length because it appears to be
thf? S{ngle most important factor influencing interclass relations. Yer almost all
criteria by. which the bourgeoisie were formerly set apart have become less signifi-
:?;t;; I,tn ;vollll b: regalled' t.hf’!.t t‘hls class once held a near monopoly over the mate-
inungationsotz ;r ag cnvnleauon. Today, with great 8C‘Ogt&p!11:cal mobility and th'e
monopoly hes vaeqaha;reA y mass dccfnSul:ne; goo:s, the ability to .maintain this
mobiles televisioms ed‘ s fZPOfte mft e ast.cl apter, many families have auto-
ﬂOthing’ of n,.an ‘a wi e. range o rflaterla conveniences, There is, in fact,

material kind which bourgeois househo

il X . .
ffmllles cannot obrain as well. Nor is the bourgeoi
)

sin

Ids possess which many other

exclus; oo ste distinguished by an arena
ustve participation such as the prewar casino. Benabarre has not had a casino

ce the Civil War and none of the cafes is restri
of the Population, !
rio’f:scfziggalgy by whic]? th.e notables‘ continue t(? be distinguished is their supe-
tion has been. Coet i]ven this dnﬂ‘erenc.e is {ess thap It was a generation ago. Educa-
secondary schoc,[i:,s‘ l::ably democrauzf:d in Spain in the past twenty years, and
lation, In Bmaba;i aas bec.ome accessible t0 a growing proportion of the popu-
Primary educagion Inpfhroxlxmately galf of the ado;escents now receive some post-
children whe haVe. o e last decade or so even a'rm households have prod.uc.ed
come teachers, lawyers, and white collar workers in the cities.

cted to any particular segment

SOCIAL WITHDRAWAL OF THE NOTABLES

. The reductiop of soci
{mpact on the pypy;. be
in the past decade for
isolation bet
larly to the
homes, whic
other villag

al differences within the community has had considerable
havior of the bourgeoisie. There has been 2 marked tendency
ween the remaining members of this clz.n.ss to draw a curtain' of

~ themselves and the rest of the community, This applies particu-
pative fami“eS, but also to the professionals and civil servants. Their
h were once centers of social activity, are now insular premises which
ers rarely penetrate. Members of this stratum do not maintain close



THE CHANGING CLASS STRUCTURE 67

social contacts with other villagers and they participate minimally in the public
life of the community.

I became aware of the degree to which the bourgeoisie were set apart from others
when I made my first attempts to become acquainted with Benabarre’s important
old families. On these occasions my normal procedure of having one informant
introduce me to others brought poor results. When I asked friends if they could
put me in contact with one or another of the notable families they excused them-
selves saying that they had little relationship (relacién), or they did not deal
socially (alternar), with the family in question. Some suggested it would be berter
if the schoolmaster or some other influential person would take me to their homes.
This was unlike my experience in meeting any other villager; until that point in
my fieldwork it had appeared that any resident could introduce me to any other
individual in Benabarre. It was clear that this did not apply to the notable families;
intimate social ties apparently linked them to very few persons in Benabarre.

This isolation was most pronounced among the native landholding families. One
of the most important of these resides in a villa two kilometers above the village.
Members of the family rarely descend to Benabarre except to pick up household
supplies or for an occasional religious celebration. Nor do they socialize with other
families of the community. They told me that before the Civil War there were a
number of close friends of the family living in Benabarre whom they visited fre-
quently. But now, they say, there are so few persons of their social status in the
community that they have little incentive to visit.! It is apparent that this family
regards Benabarre as a wholly "plebeian” village now that it no longer conrains the
stratum of important personages who once lent it distinction.

The other prominent sesiorito family is similarly withdrawn. The male head of
the household is from the ranks of the ordinary villagers and has maintained many
of his former associations. Other members of the family, however, keep their dis-
tance. The only persons in Benabarre with whom the heiress and her elderly mother
have regular social contact are the village schoolmaster and his family. And except
for very faithful attendance at church, both women tend to remain in the seclusion
of their home. The heiress has even isolated her thirteen year old daughter from
other village children to such an extent that the girl has virtually no friends or
associations within Benabarre. Recreation and social life for this family consists in
visiting relatives in the nearby towns, and in receiving them as guests in summer.

This exclusiveness on the part of the bourgeoisie is recognized by villagers as
a relatively new phenomenon. Many of my elderly informants who were once
intimately associated with certain of these families typically have no association
with the same household today. Some have been deeply offended by the changed
relationship. One elderly peasant who grew up as a criado in one of the notable
households complained that he is no longer welcome there. He remarked, “Now
if you go to that house you have to state your business right away, and if you don't
have any business you'll be sent on your way.”

1The remaining members of the bourgeoisie rarely socialize among themselves. The main
reason seems to be that they either dislike or are jealous of one another.
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The changed public behavior of the bourgeoisie is closely related to what I will
refer to as the new “status ambiguity” in Benabarre. The upward mobility of the
lower orders of village society, especially in relation to the weakened status of the
notables, has Jessened the security of position for everyone. In the past, most inter-

i cion took place within the framework of patronage in which the
class interac g
notables treated others as dependents. Today, for all but the most humble villagers,
dependency relations with the elite are no longer appropriate. Few villagers depend
on the notables economically and none wants to think of himself as a recipient of
their charity. The notables, for their part, must be sensitive to the villagers’ new
conception of self-reliance. The potential delicacy of interclass relations is illus-
rated by the comment of a lady of one of the elite households. She told me that
ic was formerly their custom to distribute their used clothing among Benabarre’s
poor families, but they have recently discontinued the practice for fear of com-
mitting an indiscretion. Nowadays,” she stated, "I prefer to throw away a per-
fectly good sweater rather than risk offending somebody by offering it.”

Today, therefore, interaction with others does not necessarily reaffirm the supe-
riority of the notables. It may, on the contrary, suggest a situation of practical
equality. For example, some of Benabarre's young men, infused by the spirit of
egalitarianism common to large portions of Spanish youth, are reluctant to acknowl-
edge certain status differences which have been traditionally accepted in the com-
munity. A few of them told me that they use the familiar form of address (##
—implying equality) with everyone of their generation in Benabarre. Since the
village physician is of apgroxtmately the same age, they also address him familiarly.
The doctor has never objected, but it was evident to me that he considered their
behavior presurnptu;)us. In one of our conversations he disclaimed friendship with

; of them and referred di i ;
any S d disparagingly to this group as paletos (derogatory term
for peasant, meaning “yokels” ).

nta i i .
The voluntary \;'nhdrawal and social isolation of the notables can be seen, in
s a means O i . L .
parg, a oot é?l'OtECtmg their position in a situation in which many of the
¢ distinctions .
forme ) etween themselves and others have disappeared. Maintenance
of the social gulf has become . . fed
_ an important means of differentiating themselves
from elements of a society which . . ..
I 0 y which have approximated their position in a number

ways. In a situation | H .. X
of ’ ay n in which there was no ambiguity concerning the exalted
position of one stratum over anoth h k .

icular threat to tt other, where each knew his place, there was no

articular 0 the elite in int; .
partic ¢ elite in intimate contact with persons they considered their
inferiors. The easygoing familiarity b . )

. : ity between elite and peasant in Benabarre was
always a function of this concepti ; ; ‘

. ption of hierarchy. But now that all social relation-
ships have taken on a more egalitari o ! ;

' . | galitarian cast, personal intimacy begins to imply
social equality; as such it becom h Vg L
Benabarre's former elite h es a threat to the notables’ claim to superiority.

enabarr e . k

o societi as therefore begun to behave like the upper classes in

ore egalitarian ies A . ) O

m 8 » Where (as, for instance, in the United States) residential

i degrees i . . )
segregfl ton and N & of interpersonal association become important indicators
of social position.”

* For claboration of this af8ument see my article in Ethwology, Vol. XI, No. 4, pp. 386-98
October, 1972, ’ g
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THE NEW MIDDLE CLASS

Admittedly the foregoing discussion of the bourgeoisie is somewhat out of pro-
portion to their importance in the community. It should be evident that, given
their withdrawal, they no longer play a very significant role in Benabarre. Yer the
discussion has served to convey two important points: that the traditional division
of the community between sesioritos and other villagers has been overcome; and
that the society is now far more egalitarian cthan it ever was in the past.

I now turn to discuss the social stratum, or class, which has become increasingly
prominent in Benabarre since the Civil War and has essentially replaced the bour-
geoisie as the dominant element in the village. I will refer to this group as the
"new middle class.” The term is not entirely satisfactory since the group is defi-
nitely an upper stratum in Benabarre. Yet for two significant reasons the term
middle class seems more appropriate. First, most members of the stratum are
associated with commerce or entrepreneurship; and second, their aspirations, asso-
ciations, and pattern of living all relate them to the growing middle classes of the
surrounding towns and cities.

The stratum is composed of approximately forty families, almost all of whom
are part of the urban—industrial economy which has penetrated Benabarre in
the last twenty years. Member households include successful merchants, livestock
dealers, entrepreneurial farmers, and a few petty officials. The fact that merchants
are found in this category is nothing new; the owners of sizable commercial estab-
lishments have always been an important grouping in the community and continue
to be so today. The livestock dealers and capitalized farmers, however, are mani-
festations of the new economy, their existence made possible by innovations in
agriculture which have occurred in the past twenty years. Most of the latter there-
fore represent considerable social mobility. In particular they form a dramatic
contrast to the majority of farmers in Benabarre from whom they have become
differentiated.

Benabarre's new middle class is set apart by three main criteria: their political
importance, the economic well-being of its members, and by relative modernism.
The political ascendancy of this stratum began shortly after the Civil War. The
wartime executions temporarily eliminated Benabarre's prewar elite leaving posi-
tions of community influence open to others. Those who eventually filled the posi-
tions were from the ranks of the “ordinary” villagers. None had professional careers
or education; they were either of merchant families or were farmers with very
large patrimonies. As one of these men expressed it, “With the important men
gone it was left to us to run the village.”

This statement is accurate in the sense that in the past thirty years almOSt.ﬁ”
local governmental positions have been held by members of this stratum. During
all but four of these years the mayorship has been occupied by either merchants
or farmer—businessmen. The six councillor positions in the ayuntamiento are also
perpetually rotated among storeowners, livestock dealers, and salaried state em-
ployees. It would be inaccurate, however, to foster the impression that these men
are either very powerful, or that they are strongly motivated politically.

Since the Civil War Spain has had a rigidly centralized political system which
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has assimilated unto itself many of the power resources which were formerly con-
trolled locally. This centralization has had the effect of markedly reducing the.]evel
of meaningful political activity in Benabarre. Residents do not choose their vnl!agc
officials—except for inconsequential elections held for two of the six councillor
positions. The mayor and secretario are appointed by higher authorities in the
cities. There are no active political parties, no campaigns, and few overt political
events of any kind. Even many decisions on matters of importance to the village
are made by administrators in Huesca. It is this centralized control, and power of
administration, which lies behind the boast of spokesmen for the national regime
that it has eliminated caciquismo (boss rule) in the villages. That caciguismo has
been reduced in Benabarre, and in all the villages I observed, there can be little
doubt. It is equally true, however, that this centralization has engendered a remark-
ably barren political environment throughout rural Spain.

Thus the fact that the middle class dominates village government should not
imply that they wield a great deal of power, or that the rest of the village is at
their mercy. Political apathy runs high in Benabarre and few villagers are anxious
to accepe official positions, even those as innocuous as village councillor. And al-
though these appointments cannot be legally refused, there are cases of villagers
who have done so. When I interviewed members of the village government almost
every one made efforts to convince me that he had not actively soughe his position
but had accepted it upon the insistence of others, and then only reluctantly as a
means of serving the community.

The middle class is also distinguished by relative affluence. They are the owners
0f the businesses of enterprises which serve the modern economy, especially the
lllvestock industry, merchandising, and the tourist trade. They therefore possess con-
siderable liquid wealth, In 1967-1968 certain of Benabarre's merchants and live-
stock dealers hag annual incomes in excess of 300,000 pesetas ($4,285). This can
be Compared g 4 figure of between 65,000 and 80,000 pesetas (8928 w0 $1,143)
for the average village household. Income, however, should not be confused with
total worth, There are other residents, certain farm families for example, which
<f)wn‘ fmore valuable property (in buildings and land) than various middle class
izn::;eiollz"eftheless, fixed wealth of this kind does not fanable them to participate
the lacter areme[ el'lconomy to th.e same_degree e%s.the middle cl?nss The homes of
have automobl;fua y better furnished with amenities and conveniences, they usually

€s, and they are also the persons most committed to—and best able
to afr’ordssecondary education for their children.

The Cla:ss is not a cohesive group in the sense that they often work in concert;
YEt there is 5 degree of unity which derives from viewing themselves a5 progres-
stve people ag contrasted to other villagers (perhaps a majority) whom they tend
*© r.egafd as backward (atrasado). It is, in fact, this criterion of relative modernism
which is probably the single most important characteristic in differentiating them
from others. I can peg illustrate my meaning by an incident which occurred in the
summer of 1967,

At that time the most important project of the village government was to build
@ community swimming poo (to encourage summer tourism) by means of com-
Munity and state funds, By, when costs outran the available financing, the secre-
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tario decided to call for voluntary contributions from villagers. Before inviting all
residents, however, he called a meeting of the heads of approximately fifty house-
holds to discuss the project and to secure their financial support. These were essen-
tially members of the stratum I am considering here, plus some of the wealthy
tradesmen. Two weeks later a call was issued to all heads of households in the
community. When I later asked the secrerario on what basis he had chosen the
original group he replied that they were the “forward looking” members of
the community. He added that he felt that if he could get this group to support
the project it would have a good chan - there could be
littlepex)pectation that others sould do si: of success; if not chen

The section of the middle class which best typifies this progressivism are the
entrepreneurial farmers, about twenty households in all. These are men who have
been successful in the last fifteen years in the livestock trade or in large-scale
mechanized farming. A few are owners of properties which were either originally
large, or they have been able to expand their hectarage by reclaiming lands from
the forests. These large properties have benefited most from the introduction of
machinery and the owners have generally devoted the land to large-scale cereal
production.

But the majority of the entrepreneurial farmers are individuals who have entered
some aspect of the livestock trade or poultry farming; they are owners of the large
enterprises mentioned in the preceding chapter (p. 57). The characteristics of
this group which set them apart from other farmers in Benabarre are their will-
ingness to innovate and to risk substantial capital investment in their enterprise.
Agriculture for them has become a business in the strict sense of the term. They
apply scientific methods to their operations as well as cost-accounting business
procedures. They are also self—consciously aware of the difference between them-
selves and the rest of the peasant population. As one of them told me:

Today you have to do everything modern, up-to-date. Farming like our fathers
did it is a dead end. That's what's wrong with most of the farmers of this village,
they’re not progressive.

Some examples will illustrate the nature of their operations. Ramén Vivas is the
individual who introduced commercial egg farming into Benabarre. He was of a
peasant household which until the mid 1950s was undistinguished from others. In
1949 he read an article in an agriculcural magazine which deplored the low pro-
duction of eggs in Spain as compared to France; the article went on to point up
the tremendous internal egg market for Spanish farmers. This was his original
stimulus and he decided to explore the possibilities in egg farming. Through frienc‘ls
of his family he was introduced to a poultry expert in the city of Lérida. This
gentleman undertook to explain in detail how Ramén should proceed, and pre-
sented him with a gift of twelve hens to get him started. Ramén’s profits were
substantial from the beginning, and throughout the 1950s he plowed the best part
of his earnings into expanded operations. He began subscribing to a professional
journal on avicultura (care of poultry) and used it as a guide to found his system
on a firm scientific basis. He now vaccinates his birds regularly; mixes his own
feeds and additives; keeps each hen in an individual cage so that it will expend
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Taking in the harvest, as it is done by Benabarre's new middle class.

its energy in laying eggs rather than in aimless exercise; he keeps close tabs on
each hen so that he can remove the nonproducers to sell for meat; and he uses
electric lighting to extend the waking hours of the hens to maximize daily output.
He also maintains double-entry bookkeeping and knows the exact margin of profit
he can expect at any given egg-price level. Ramon has been very successful and
a‘number of others have imitated him, both in Benabarre and in the surrounding
villages.

The owners of the commercial pig and poultry farms (chickens raised for meat
rather than for €ggs) maintain equally sophisticated operations. Many of these
farms were initially buile with the aid of state loans, but most owners are now
out of debt and are able to expand operations on the basis of reinvested earnings.
One of the poultry farms I toured in the summer of 1971 is almost entirely auto-
za:/ci rz:nd r;quires only two laborers (one for the day shift and another for night)
g fro;et}tl e 31‘,00'0 birds. The feed is delivered to the chickens on a conveyor
e B ; %taln silo; the temperature is constantly regulated; the farm is sprayed
e premisesafl“ ¥, and the owner boasted to me that I would not find one fly on

: o 8uard against contamination each person entering the farm must
ChemlFally' disinfect his shoes, The chickens are fed a high potency diet of grains
and. vitamins which fattens them in the shortest possible time. The farm is even
equipped with blue electric lights (which give visibility but which suggest dark-
ness to the chickens) so the birds will not stampede when they are loaded at night
10to trucks for shipment to Barcelona. The owner, like all of Benabarre’s pig and
poultry farmers, has carefully geared his operations to the demands of the urban
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market, He is aware of normal seasonal gluts and shortages and attempts to plan
his production to peak at periods when prices can be expected to be most favorable.

All of these farmers appreciate the need to continually expand operations. The
competition from new farms being built throughout the region has steadily lowered
prices and lessened the profit margin on all agricultural products. Benabarre’s entre-
preneurs have been forced to expand to remain competitive. When I returned to
Benabarre in 1971 after a three year absence I found that nearly all of the modern
farmers had increased their scale of operations. One who was in the process of
enlarging his farm expressed the state of the economy when he remarked, "Now-
adays, to stay the same size means going backwards. I have to expand even if I
only want to earn what I'm earning now.”

These examples give an idea of the extent to which the farmer—entrepreneurs
are part and parcel of the modern economy. They also illustrate some of the com-
plex business and intellectual skills which have been essential for success. And
since this group represents a small minority of the total farming population, it is
intriguing to ask what personal qualities they share which appear to have been
instrumental in their rise above their peers. The group is heterogeneous so there
are not a great many qualities common to all of them. Some, however, are worthy
of mention.

Firstly, all of the entrepreneurs are young men, or at least they were young (in
their twenties or early thirties) when they first began to distinguish themselves.
Another common characteristic is that, as a group, they have traveled more than

A section of one of Benabarre's automated chicken farms which contains some
31,000 birds.
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others and have observed developments in other areas of Spain. Certainly all of
the pig and poultry farmers have deliberately modeled their operations on proto-
types they have observed elsewhere, particularly in Catalonia. Formal education has
not been a factor. None of the farmer—entrepreneurs has had significantly more
formal schooling than other members of his generation. Given the nature of the
Spanish educational system, with its humanistic and literary bias, this is not un-
expected; Spaniards with secondary education are extremely reluctant to employ
their talencs in agriculture. Finally, most of the entrepreneurs have not come from
strictly peasant backgrounds. Only three of the truly innovative farmers (of which
Ramodn Vivas is one) have been heirs to family patrimonies. The large majority
have been either supernumary sons of farm households or individuals with prior
exlli’::rience in commerce, or some other nonagricultural occupation (carpenter,
muiller, transporter, etc.). It would appear that certain peasant isti h
as caution and provincialism, have l:1£1’acle it more diPFf)cult ford::::;lt';ﬂ:ﬁznsuf;
others to react constructively to the new opportunities.

THE TRADITIONAL FARMERS

. The majority of Benabarre’s farmers form a sharp contrast to the entrepreneurs
discussed above. Whereas the latter have been upwardly mobile in the last two
decades, the households I will refer to as “traditional” farmers have experienced
arF ?verall decline in social status. Thus Benabarre's agricultural population is now
divided in an unprecedented way. In the past the major difference among the
Peasants was simply between those with large amounts of land and those with less.
In the contemporary community this difference has become subordinate to the dis-
:'url‘::i:)t:nl):t:‘/:een modern entrepreneurs a.nd thos.e who remain attached to the
lation has beczrt:lom.y. Or, .express'eq ina slightly different manner, the farm popu-
By o e‘ Increasingly divided into a moder‘n and traditional sector.
wml{inga:;gf:a'r farmers I mean all 'of thOSf? agriculturists who have continued
Their disdngu;;?ately the same f:fmlly patrimony as the preceding generation.
they have nog e vln]g characteristic is that they l}ave done almost nothing new;
presenc dynammie se oped large-scale llvest(?ck, poultry, or cerea? production. In the
one farmer ey re: ta:je-of..the economy‘ thls.has. meant stagnation and decline. As
cions (s7 e /i sse | it, “If a peasant in this Vfllage' has not Se.t out in new direc-
70 percent of Be;:fdo ra rama nueva) he is going downhill » Approximately
lation) can b ; arre's far{ners (and more than one-fourth of the village popu-
As boi € included in this category.

began l;z?;?:go;t I;an;)e last chapter, marl:y ofwt:ese are elc.{e.rl.y. Most of th‘em
the highly capitalinag Zc?rre' long beforedc erf:bed sinanl)]' pOSSlbll‘lty of d'evelopm.g
attitudes toward go tentific farming descri 1 the preceding section. Their
) ) griculture are therefore those associated with the earlier economy
in w!-uch the basm‘aim was to provision a household, rather than to develop a
§;::;2§Z ggsr:n;i[?i;ief}terprise. Their basic strategy of Pfo'ducdon is to maintain
) . Minimum. Until recently some even resisted making necessary
'0vestments in chemica] fertilizers, hybrid seed, and equilibrated feeds for live-
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A “traditional” farmer plowing the fields as it has been done for centuries.

stock. As a result, there have often been considerable differences in production
between these households and others. In 1968 the per hectare wheat yield of some
of the conservative peasants was only half that obtained by many of Benabarre’s
younger farmers who had learned the value of fertilization and the use of new
hybrid seed.

It is obvious that conservatism and outmoded attitudes have prevented these
elderly farmers from capitalizing on new opportunities. There are other peasants
in the “"traditional” category, however, who cannot be considered backward to the
same degree. For these it is much less their conservatism which has prevented them
from becoming part of the modern economy as it has been shortage of capital and
lack of scientific or commercial skills. It must be recognized that the attempt tO
enter the arena of commercialized farming is fraught with risk. Even Benabarre’s
most successful poultry and livestock farmers have faced numerous crises and set-
backs as they built up their operations. And there are various examples in Bena-
barre of persons who have attempted to become poultry or egg farmers and have
failed. When, for instance, it became apparent that Ramén Vivas had achieved
success as an egg farmer, a large number of families attempted to do likewise.
Around 1960 there was even what informants describe as a chicken farm “craze”
in Benabarre. Various households made substantial investments in chickens and
equipment and converted the upper floors of their homes into small chicken farms.
But then, within a year or two, most of them gave up the attempt after incurring
considerable losses. Some failed because they had insufficient capital; they could not
establish the business on the necessary scale; nor could they weather the various
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periods of market gluts when egg prices were unfavorable to the farme.r. Others
were lax about vaccinating their hens and then lost them to disease. Still others
failed to establish the bookkeeping techniques which would have informed them
of the exact point at which they were operating at a profit or ar a loss,

The difficulty of entering the modern sector has meant that the farming of most
peasants has remained on the diminutive scale of houschold production. For these
peasants farming does not provide a great deal beyond household necessities. Some
cash income is produced from the sale of almonds and of excess cereal production.
They also breed pigs to sell the litters to Benabarre’s livestock dealers. For most
households, however, an approximately equal amount of cash income is now ob-
tained from part-time labur: as construction workers, as occasional farm hands, or
the wife does sewing piecework in the home, and there are additional labor possi-
bilities. It is only by virtue of becoming part-time workers thar such families have
been able to participate to any extent in the consumer cconomy.

Thus in terms of general socio-economic condition, there s now little to dis-
tinguish Benabarre’s traditional peasants from the landless laborers. This was not
the case in the recent past. Formerly possession of land Was a major determinant
of social position, and was sufficient to give the peasants a searys in the commu-
nity considerably above that of the jormaleros. Bur the change from a subsistence
€conomy to the present money economy has materially lesseneq the importance of
land. In a subsistence economy land is crucial; it provides most of life’s necessities,
the main concern of nearly everyone. In a consumer economy, on the other hand,
land is valuable mainly as a factor of production; the concern is wich the amount
f’f money income it produces. This, of course, is its great failing today; the annual
ificome produced by a fifreen hectare farm may be even less than that earned by
a full-time road construction employee or a worker in the building trades. It is
for considerations sych a5 these that the peasants are being drawn into the labor

marker, and the reason tha many have given up farming alcogether to become
Permanent workers.

THE SKILLED TRADES

fThe or.xly important occupational group not yet discussed is thar of the members
;’ ihz S(liulled trades. These are referred to locally as men with oficio (trade, skill).
ncluded |

D the group are those occupations which require some special training
or apprenticeship, sych 45 carpenter, mason, plumber, mechanic, barber, baker, and
so' forth. Except for a few village craftsmen whose livelihoods have been under-
mnrx.ed by manufacryreq goods, the skilled tradesmen have benefited from modern-
1zatxpn. The building boom in Benabarre has augmented the need for specialized
services of masons, carpenters, electricians, and plumbers. And the investment in
higher living standards has increased the dependence on mechanics, barbers, tailors,
and bakers. Most of Benabarre's tradesmen have more work than they can handle
and the demand for their services has occasioned an enormous rise jn the cost of
skilled labor. In 1968, for example, Benabarre's master masons were earning ap-
Proximately 350 pesetas (85.00) per day; only three years later, in the summer
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of 1971, their daily wage had nearly doubled to 650 pesetas ($9.30). As might
be expected, villagers express a great deal of dissatisfaction over these rising wages.
One man told me angrily that the builders (albaiiiles) are the new caciques
(“exploiters” in this context) of Benabarre because, “They charge whatever they
want and people just have to pay.”

The relationship between modernization and che prosperity of the skilled trades
is best demonstrated by a comparison of tradesmen in some of the smaller villages
of the region with their counterparts in Benabarre. In the smaller and more re-
mote communities there has been far less construction, or modernization of living
patterns than has occurred in larger villages like Benabarre. In the former com-
munities masons and carpenters earn only slightly better than half the daily wages
earned by their counterparts in Benabarre. And tradesmen in these villages are in
about the same general socio-economic status as smallhold peasants.

In Benabarre, on the contrary, skilled tradesmen have surpassed the tradicional
peasants economically and have effectively replaced them in the upper half of the
community’s stacus hierarchy. In fact, some of the wealthiest tradesmen, particu-
larly the builders, can be considered marginal members of the new middle class.
The tradesmen were in far more humble circumstances a generation ago. One of
the master masons remembers that in his adolescence he courted a girl from one
of the community’s medium peasant households. The courtship ended when the
girl's father told him bluntly that he was too poor to have a chance with his
daughter. The mason added, with some satisfaction, “That same family would give
anything if my daughter would take an interest in their son today.”

The example of the skilled trades serves to underline the theme stressed through-
out this chapter: that the penetration of the commercial-industrial economy has
restructured the community both economically and socially. And while this pene-
tration has annulled certain social differences, others are in the process of creation.
It remains for the future to determine what will become of the modern—traditional
distinction. Yet my guess is that it will gradually fade in importance. 1 say this
because Benabarre’s traditional sector is not reproducing itself; the sons and
daughters of these households are rapidly departing for the cities.

This brings us to the subject of the following chapter: the relationships between
villagers and the urban world beyond.



5/ The village and the
outside world

No analysis of modernization in Benabarre would be complete without
reference to the changes taking place in the relationship between the community
and the larger society. On numerous occasions I have mentioned that industrial
technology and the new communications have bound the village more firmly
within the orbit of national-metropolitan Spain. The impact of technology is,
however, only one aspect of the new integration; there is an important social
dimension as well. An extensive nerwork of personal ties has grown up in recent
years which link individuals in Benabarre to numerous families in the surrounding
towns and cities. In the following sections I will describe these relationships, and
then will attempt to point up some of the political significance of these linkages
for the community as a whole. Finally, I will have something to say about the
institutional connections which relate Benabarre to the larger society.

CITY-VILLAGE SOCIAL TIES

‘ It should be apparent at this point that the world of the cities has become
increasingly significant for the average villager. Urban influences have invaded
Benabarre at a remarkable pace in the last few years. Even more importantly,
villagers find themselves reaching out to the metropolitan areas for numerous
services which were irrelevant, or even nonexistent, in the recent past. Examples
of such services abound. Parents, for instance, who are concerned with providing
sec.ondary education for their children must secure their admission to the appro-
priate schools in the cities; they must also find places for the students to live.
Villagets who have become members of medical insurance programs, or who aré
berteﬁc1artes of social security, make regular use of clinics in Lérida and Huesca.
Serlc.)us ailments, dental problems, operations, and child deliveries, all are now
routinely handled in the cijes, Benabarre’s pig and poultry farmers deal with
m.iddlemert who purchase their produce; and the community’s shopkeepers main-
tain enduring relationships with urban suppliers. The cities are also seats of gov-
ernmental power where dealings with bureaucracy must be managed. Matters as
diverse as securing business permits, having social security papers signed, or ob-

taining a driver’s license—a]| may occasion Visits to agencies in the provincial
capital.

78
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Few of these metropolitan connections were significant a generation ago. It is
only in the last fifteen years that ordinary villagers have attempted to educate their
children beyond the village school; there was no social security program in the
past; villagers were formerly reluctant to deal directly with governmental agencies,
and they made use of urban medical services only in cases of extreme emergency.

As Benabarrenses have made progressively greater use of urban facilities, there
has been a corresponding increase in both the number and quality of social rela-
tions maintained with persons living in metropolitan areas. It will be recalled
(pp- 35-36) that in the prewar era only the bourgeoisie had effective social ties in
the society beyond the village. Social life for ordinary villagers centered on the
local region, and they tended to look upon the cities as something of an alien
world. Such an attitude is still reflected in the behavior of Benabarre’s elderly folk.
They are generally ill at ease in the cities; they express a dislike of the noise and
bustle there and lack confidence in their ability to handle even simple tasks such
as boarding streetcars or entering a strange cafe. One old man who now visits his
daughter in Barcelona about once every year, told me that he hates the city because
he gets lost as soon as he leaves his daughter’s apartment. “All those streets and
buildings look just the same,” he complained. The present adult generation and
Benabarre’s young people are very different in this regard. They are more at ease
in the cities and their behavior and frankly expressed opinions indicate that most
of them find the urban milieu exhilarating.

Various elements have combined to bring about this change in the generations.
The approximation in culture between urban and rural areas, due partly to an
all-embracing material culture, has made many characteristics of city life familiar
realities. Television and popular magazines transmit images of the metropolitan
world continually; and the ease of travel allows villagers to visit the cities with
much greater frequency than did their parents. Yet the element which has been
most influential in bringing the cities closer to villagers has been the remarkable
“personalization” of city life which has occurred in the last twenty years. To a
large extent this personalization is a by-product of the massive emigration from
the village.

As noted earlier, most emigration from Benabarre has not been of entire families,
but rather of children of households which continue in the community. The resule
is that a large proportion of individuals have immediate relatives—a child, a brother,
or sister—who live and work in the surrounding towns and cities. And even if an
individual does not have immediate kin in these areas, he is certain to have friends
and acquaintances. There is hardly a city in the region which does not contain
some people from Benabarre or from the local area. Villagers even make the joking
comment about Barcelona that "There are more Benabarrenses in Barcelona than
there are in Benabarre.”

I was struck by the apparently large number of urban acquaintances of my village
friends the first time they accompanied me to the city of Lérida. The female pas-
sengers bore baskets of garden vegetables, spiced sausages, and wine for relatives
and friends they intended to visit. As we entered the city, and drove along the
streets, my companions maintained an almost ceaseless commentary on the where-
abouts of former villagers. One pointed to an apartment complex saying that a girl
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Summer visitors from Barcelona in one of the village stores.

of such-and-such a household lived there with her husband; another indicated a
fa\::f; :lh;;j rlttheil sz)naof one of Benabarre’s carpenters was employed as a mechanic;
‘ shoestore where her cousin worked, and so on.

The soc‘u?l connection between village and city is, however, by no means con-
ﬁned to visits by villagers to the cities. There is an equal, or perhaps greater, flow
in the opposite direction. As noted previously, urban relatives come to Benabarre
in ;arge numbers for summer vacations and for special holidays such as Christmas
erll ot:ee ;.rexr];:eszz;so: Virtual!y every family in Benaba'rre receives urban relatives
o e, T t es; occasions. Not al_ll of the vacationers are relatives, but the
. o 5(‘)me Y, or their parents, are hijos del pueblo (sons of the village) who

years earlier. They now return to Benabarre to visit their elderly
parents or brothers and sisters, and to spend a tranquil vacation in the village.
'The large-scale vacationing as practiced today is a recent phenomenon. Only
sm‘ce the 1960s have visitors begun to come to Benabarre in appreciable numbers.
Prior to the Civil War a handful of urban bourgeois families used to spend sum-
mers in the community, but these represented a small number of visitors. Travel
was a luxury then, and only relatively wealthy families were able to afford a vaca-
uan of that kind. Since the late 1950s the situation has changed markedly. The
rising standards of living of Spain’s lower middle classes have opened up to them
new avenues for recreation and travel. Many own automobiles and urban business
establx.shments typically grant their employees 2 full month’s vacation in summer
Spending the interlude in their native village is inexpensive and offers them thl;
pleasure of renewing ties with kinsmen and friends.
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I should point out that Benabarre is not exceptional in this regard. It is a grow-
ing practice throughout Spain for urban residents to desert the cities every summer
in favor of highland or coastal villages. The custom is referred to everywhere in
Spain as el veraneo. Anthropologists who have studied mountain villages in Anda-
lusia (Pite-Rivers 1954:80) and in Castile (Kenny 1961:42-43; Aceves 1971:117)
report a pattern of summer visiting almost identical to that found in Benabarre.

The entire atmosphere of Benabarre changes at this time. The level of general
social activity is greater than at any other period of the year. In the afternoons the
central plaza is filled with mothers watching children and conversing. Small chil-
dren and adolescents ride their bicycles or play various games. There are groups
of old men in casual conversation while others are immersed in card matches, or
they simply observe others. The cafes are crowded and all the stores do a brisk
business. On various evenings of the week there are dances for the teen-agers.
Villagers are unanimous in the opinion that summer is the prime season of the
year, and they lament the fact that Benabarre does not have a similar level of
animacién at other times. The contrast between this season and the long winter,
when villagers are left to themselves, is a sharp one. I once had the experience
of driving a resident of Zaragoza up to Benabarre in late November. He normally
visits the village only in summer, but my offer of a ride induced him to visit some
friends in Benabarre. He seemed shocked as we drove into the cold and deserted
central plaza, which he is accustomed to see filled with people. He shook his head
slowly and exclaimed, “jQué triste estd Benabarre!” (How sad Benabarre is!).

Another link in the chain of relationships between residents and city relatives
is observable during the months of December and January. At this time hundreds
of packages and parcels are sent out from Benabarre to relatives in the cities. They
contain the products of the matanza (slaughter of the household pig) such as
tortetas (made from pork fat, sugar and spices, and shaped like a doughnut); patas
(pig’s feet) and Jonganiza (spiced sausages). All are items which urbanites are
delighted to receive from the country, particularly when prepared in the style and
taste of their native village.

URBAN-RURAL RECIPROCITY

The ties I have adumbrated can be thought of, at least analytically, as a species
of “exchange” relationship: villagers provide certain rural products and hospitality,
while urbanites accommodate villagers when something is required from the world
of the cities. Before proceeding to a description of this interchange, however, I
should point out that villagers do not think of the relationships in these utilitarian
terms. From their point of view the ties are simply based on the natural affection
between kinsmen and friends; and the suggestion that they use each other as means
to other ends would undoubtedly be offensive. It is necessary to emphasize, there-
fore, that my point here is not that instrumentality is the necessary basis of these
relationships, but simply that it is a sociologically impertant consequence of them.
To prove otherwise I would have to show that villagers consistently slough off, and
forget, those relatives which are not useful; and I have little evidence to support
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such a position. Nevertheless, the fact remains that these ties play an important
part in the orientation of villagers to the society beyond the village, and it is this
very practical aspect of the relationships with which I am mainly concerned.

The principle upon which the exchange is based is that of reciprocity: a person
does a favor for a kinsman or friend secure in the knowledge that he will be treated
similarly in the future. The concept of general reciprocity is an important social
mechanism in Benabarre,-as it is in Spain generally. I discovered repeatedly in my
dealings with villagers that when I did simple favors they made prompt efforts to
reciprocate. My gift of a few pencils and erasers to some children brought the girls
back the following day bearing me a dozen eggs—sent of course from their parents.
After giving a villager a ride to Lérida I was often invited for a meal in his home,
or he offered his services as an informant, and I could cite numerous similar ex-
amples. The important point is that this did not occur occasionally or sporadically,
but with almost perfect regularity. I soon came to expect such behavior and
became self-conscious about what villagers expected of me along similar lines.

A comparable reciprocity mechanism operates in all dealings between villagers
and their urban relatives and friends. The relationships are highly informal and
there is little effort to balance out accounts. One party is the dispenser of favors
now, and will be the recipient of them at another time and place. The general
expectation prevails that over the long term both parties will give and receive
approximately equally. But even if this is not the case the relationships do not
necessarily break down.

The major contribution of villagers is the hospitality they offer in summer and
on important holidays. Most of the relatives who vacation in Benabarre reside
Wi‘th village families, usually staying in the natal households in which they were
raised. Village homes are spacious; almost all were built to accommodate larger
families than those which inhabit them today.! Thus extra rooms are converted
into sleeping quarters for visiting families. As long as the relatives remain they are
treated as guests; with very few exceptions the costs of their food and lodgings
are borne by villagers. The occasional exceptions occur when, for example, a large
urban family descends on a peasant household. In such an instance the woman of
the former may accept responsibility for purchasing groceries and the like. But
such .citcumstances are uncommon; in the vast majority of cases villagers extend
[.lospltality and provide everything required. This can run into considerable expense
if thg guests stay for a long period. I occasionally heard disgruntled comments about
relatives whom villagers considered had overstayed their welcome. As one in-
fo;mant remarked, “Some of them arrive with a few sweets and clothes for the
children and then live off of us [villagers] for the rest of the summer.” This is not,
however, the preponderant sentiment. When I repeated the above statement to

{Tbc size of the average family has been considerably reduced over the past generation.
This is arttributable both to emigration and to a reduction in the number of children botn
o cach family. The lowered birth rate is evidenced by comparative statistics: the average
houschold in the grandparental generation contained 3.8 children; in contemporary Bena-
barre there is an average of only 1.8 children per family. The difference is due, of course,
to a conscious effort to limit family size. ’



THE VILLAGE AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD o)
VR SRR Th

"o’
ol

b oz ot

-

on the outskirts of Benabarre.

others, its spirit was widely denied. One man said, “Nobody looks at costs with the
family; everybody’s happy enough just getting them all together again.”

The principal reason that villagers do not feel exploited by relatives is that most
of them have means of redressing the balance. Some village families have recently
begun to take brief winter vacations in Barcelona. Those who do’ so are families
which have relatives there and are able to remain in their city apartments. Or if
such a trip is not feasible for the entire family, the children are sent for a few
weeks to stay with their aunts and uncles. Villagers who make business trips to
the cities and who must remain there for more than a day, also take advantage of
the hospitality of relatives. I once questioned two informants about recent trips they
had made to Barcelona. Both of them, it turned out, had lodged with relatives. This
was becoming a familiar pattern to me and I commented that it was apparently
rare for a villager to stay in a hotel. One of them laughingly remarked, “If the
hotel owners of Barcelona had to depend on us, they would have gone out of
business long ago.” He added that there were probably many Benabarrenses who
had never lodged in a hotel. But I insisted that it must occassionally occur that
villagers find themselves in a strange city in which they have no friends or rela-
tives. My informant answered, “Not necessarily; if they didn’t have relatives there
they wouldn’t have gone to that city in the first place.”

Now that many families are attempting to provide their children with secondary
education, relatives in the urban setting can aid them in various ways. There are
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a number of families in Benabarre which have children staying with relatives while
they attend schools in Binefar, Huesca, Zaragoza, or Barcelona. This reduces ex-
penses since they avoid the cost of having the children live at the school. Urban
relatives can also be of help in finding employment for sons and daughters who
leave the village. The desire to establish (colocar) children in secure jobs is perhaps
the number one preoccupation of village parents. An uncle who is on the Lérida
police force can use his influence to secure a position for his nephew as a police-
man, in the postoffice, or in some other governmental agency. A cousin employed
in a garage in Barcelona may arrange to have his village cousin hired as an appren-
tice mechanic. A number of villagers are employed in the Barcelona postal service
and in an important hydroelectric company because each of these agencies have
long-time employees from Benabarre who have used their influence to have other
villagers hired.

City people can also provide aid in dealing with the government bureaucracy.
By the simple fact of living in the cities they usually have betcer contacts than
villagers, and can place these contacts at the latter’s disposal. There are, in addition,
lf:ss tangible services such as information and advice. When villagers need special-
ized medical treatment they often act on the recommendation of urban relatives
in selecting a clinic or a particular physician. They also follow the lead of relatives
on Sh9pplng expeditions; whether they seek an automobile or simply new clothing,
urbanites can show them the most reasonable places to make thejr purchases.

09 two occasions I even discovered that urbanites were taking a hand in match-
mak.mg‘ between their nieces in Benabarre and young men who work in their com-
p.at'ues. In Barcelona. The large number of village girls who have married into the
cities in recent years is related to the fact that many are spending vacations with
urban friends and relacives.

Th.e preceding examples illustrate the reciprocal exchange between relatives. Ties
of friendship, however, are nearly as important. The large number of former vil-
lz.lgers.who live in the cities provides every resident with a grear number of poten-
tial fnet?ds. This is particularly so because of the strong pattia chica (literally “litcle
country,” but meaning homeland) sentiment in the region. Most persons have a
;emarkably abiding attachment to their native community and region (their tierra).
i o o e n ey ad v v
Benabarrenses, The strength c;fythis .fzntciment has tll en“fy- 2 Aragoneses and
forming a bonq of solidafity between any two inciivid)elprfa e s o
metropolitan setting. One of m informa)nts told m llla $ from the village in the
a truck driver for éAMPSA (r);at' | | o some years ago he: was
for a fe : fational: petroleum m()“OPOIY), and was stationed

w weeks in the Catalonjan city of Manresa. He said:

As

" knseoon as I got there I looked up one of the three families from Benabarre

Al hw were living there. As soon as they saw me they made me stay with them.
€ time I was in Manresa they kept me like a son in their home.

These i ; . .
were simply former co-villagers, not relatives. It is, of course, this same

atyi ; PRI .
batria chica phenomenon which induces urbanites to return to Benabarre every
year.
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EXTRA-COMMUNITY NETWORKS: POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

All of the extra-community relationships discussed to this point are formed
between persons who conceive of themselves as social equals. Despite the fact that
urban relatives often adopt patronizing attitudes toward villagers (see p. 53), there
is usually little status difference berween them. They all proceed from the same
social background and, except in the case of a few urbanites who have been re-
markably successful, they are generally on a similar economic plane. Thus the
reciprocal ties which unite them are what one anthropologist ( Foster 1967:217)
has called “colleague contracts” (those which operate berween equals) as distin-
guished from “patron—client contracts” which unite individuals of disparate social
status.

By far the largest proportion of ties which villagers maintain outside of the
community are of the colleague type. When residents seek aid in dealing with
agencies external to the community their first recourse is to turn to sets of relatives
and friends. The political implications of this fact should not go unheeded. It is
a radical turnabout from the situation a generation ago when most ties that ordi-
nary villagers maintained to the exterior were mediated by community patrons,
whom 1 referred to earlier as “brokers” (pp. 35-36). Today there are virtually no
persons in Benabarre who perform such a function. The reason, of course, is that
villagers now have multiple channels of contact with the exterior, all of which
constitute functional alternatives to dependence on patrons. Therefore most of the
services formerly obtained through reliance on a village padrino, such as finding
employment for children, obtaining protection from arbitrary power, or dealing
with governmental agencies, are now managed through sets of interpersonal rela-
tionships founded on the relative equality of partners.

The principal tool by which these networks are constructed is what I will refer
to as “instrumental friendship” (Wolf 1966). The term refers to the fact thar
Benabarrenses deliberately enter into relationships—always couched in the idiom
of friendship—in which they clearly expect to use the friend, and to be used by
him in turn. Friendship serves these purposes because of the strong emphasis
(general throughout Spain) placed on loyalty and mutual obligations between
friends. As Pitt-Rivers (1954:138) has described the institution in Andalusia:

To enter into friendship with someone means putting oneself in a state of obli-

gation. This obligation obliges one to meet his request, even though it involves

a sacrifice on one’s part. One must no, if one can help it say 'no” to a friend.

On the other hand accepting a service involves him in an obligation, which he

must be ready to repay.

In Benabarre there is an intimate association between the exchange of favors
and friendship. If a person accepts a service or token of appreciation from an-
other, he tacitly accepts the proffered amistad (friendship). A rejection of these
offers, on the other hand, is tantamount to a refusal of friendship. The latter case
is illustrated by the behavior of a physician who practiced in Benabarre in 1967-
1968. This gentleman made a concerted effort to keep his relations with villagers
on a purely professional footing, to avoid, as he expressed it, “becoming entangled
in their [villagers'} petty affairs.” Consequently, when villagers attempted to pre-
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sent him with gifts (of eggs, fruits, sausages) beyond the payment for his services,
both he and his wife adamantly refused to accept them. Villagers soon learned not
to make the offers and said about the doctor, "He doesn’t want friendship with
anybody.” The doctor sought to avoid the conflict of interest between the demand
that he give special consideration to friends, and his obligation to provide dis-
interested service to the community as a whole.

An incident which occurred when I had mechanical difficulties with my auto-
mobile illustrates a similar conflict. One of my informants (José¢ Pellicer) told me
that a good friend of his was a mechanic in the neighboring town of Graus, and
that this man could fix my car without any difficulty. We drove to the town but
found that the mechanic was tremendously busy with four or five cars waiting for
his attention. The mechanic told us that he was too busy and would not be able
to attend us that afternoon. I was willing to accept this, but José insisted, saying
that we had urgent need of the car. The mechanic replied, "And what about all
these people who were here first?” The discussion continued, with the mechanic
holding firm, until José played his trump, saying, “That's a fine way to treat a
friend from the war,” referring to some supposed obligation between them from
the d'istant past. The mechanic was beaten; with a sigh of resignation he picked
up his tools and began work on my car.

' Ther? is also in the minds of villagers a close association between making the
right friends and social mobility. When villagers discuss the qualities of prominent
o 5 9,10, T e b i o
common tc; hear old men gin Benabarre who hnfe ncv’::-bCOnversely, P

een successful bemoan

the fact that they were unable to capitalize on their friendships. As one elderly
Peasant told me:

Anybody else with the friendships I had would have come out [of the Cjyil War]
0n top, but I didn't ger anything; that's the way things are. I was a close friend
o Llan'fxs, the colonel, and I had lots of other important friendships. But look,
aven't got anything to show for it. ’

In (.)rder to illustrate how these ties operate, particularly in a political sense, I
Il cite some concrete examples.

The first concerns Medardo Balaguer, one of Benabarre’s poultty farmers. Some
YEars ago the village government levied a tax on all families of the community
10 supplement a grant of state funds for the construction of a new village school.
Medardo was dissatisfied with what he considered inequities in the tax allocations
made to each family; and since he had no children to attend schoo] anyway, he
tefused t0 contribute. Moreover he convinced a number of other families to ,aISO
w1t.hhold their contributions. The mayor and village council were incensed by his
act{ons, and they decided to punish him. Using the pretext of a neighbor’s com-
p!amt over the noise made by grain milling machinery in his home, they noified
him of an obscyre ordinance which states that machinery must be placed outside

O . . . . i
f residential sections of the village unless.the owner can meet certain specifications
on the reduction of noise.

wi

) This was aimed solely at Medardo since the ordinance is almost universally
i i . , .
gnored in the community. Benabarre’s carpenters, blacksmiths, and butchers all
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have machinery, most of it noisier than Medardo’s, and none were affected. Medardo
was in a serious bind because it would be both difficult and inconvenient to move
his machinery, and meeting the specifications on noise reduction promised to be
expensive. He needed legal advice but there was nowhere to turn in Benabarre.
He did not trust Benabarre's only lawyer who was a close friend of the mayor and,
Medardo suspected, had probably advised the council in their action against him.

He thereupon made a trip to the provincial capital to visit a friend, Luis Visa,
a former villager who now works as a petty functionary in the ministry of justice.
Medardo was aware that Luis was not a particularly influential person, but he also
knew that in the performance of his duties in the ministry he comes into daily
contact with many of the important officials of the province. After Medardo had
explained his problem, Luis took him to see a lawyer who works in the ministry
and with whom he has amistad. The lawyer thought it would be unwise for Medardo
to fight the issue and preferable to simply comply with the ordinance require-
ments for reducing noise. For a nominal fee (because he did this as a favor to his
friend Luis) he drew up a plan of how all legal specifications could be met, and
lent his prestigious name to the reply to the town hall. Medardo followed his advice
to the letter, and after the report was submitted there was no further response from
the village government.

The foregoing example illustrates an important principle: namely that any indi-
vidual’s contacts can be greatly expanded by tying into the personal nerworks of
friends and relatives. Thus Medardo was generously aided by a lawyer he had not
previously met simply because his friend, Luis, had a close relationship to this
gentleman. The modus operandi here is what one writer (Boissevain 1966:24-25)
has termed the “friend-of-a-friend syndrome”: individuals frequently place their
personal contacts at the disposal of friends, making possible a considerable exten-
sion of the ties available to any individual.

Another illustration of this mechanism is provided by a former mayor of Bena-
barre who now lives in the provincial capital. He owns a bar—cafe there which is
a natural gathering place for villagers when they visit the capital. The owner is
not a man of great influence in the city, but he is acquainted with many of the
important men of Huesca who frequent his bar. Consequently he is able to aid
villagers on occasion by putting them in touch with officials or administrators. An
informant explained to me that he once needed some papers approved on a social
.security matter. The application was submitted to the proper office in Huesca but
then weeks passed with no response. The next time he journeyed to the capital
he mentioned his difficulty to the bar owner. The latter told him to return to the
cafe at half-past two that afternoon when the social security section chief (jefe)
would come in for his daily cognac. That afternoon the bar owner introduced my
informant to the jefe, providing him an opportunity to explain his problem. The
section chief said he would look into the matter immediately; and, true to his word,
the papers were received in the mail three days later. As a former villager and
onetime mayor, the bar owner is disposed to mediate ties for almost anyone from
Benabarre.

Relationships of this sort have also been utilized by Benabarre’s modern farmers
and livestock merchants as a means of securing government loans. One such loan
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was in the gestation stages while I was in Benabarre and I was able to observe
the procedure firsthand. Méximo, one of the community’s farmer—merchants, learned
from the local agricultural extension agent that the government was offering excep-
tionally favorable terms on loans (of 100,000 pesetas, or $1,425) to encourage the
planting of apple orchards. The program is designed to introduce fruit crops into
the area as part of a campaign to reduce the heavy reliance on cereal cultivation.
The loans are interest-free for the first four years and after that, up to ten years,
there is a 3 percent interest rate.

Maximo confided to me that he should have no difficulty obtaining the loan since
the cousin of his sister-in-law is an official in one of the offices of agrarian affairs
in Huesca. He explained that if these applications are to be successful they need
a big push (empujon) from someone with influence. A few weeks later, accom-
panied by his brother and sister-in-law, he visited this gentleman who assured
them that he would do everything in his power to have the loan approved. But he
also imparted the bad news that the loan had to be initiated in Zaragoza rather
than through his office. He offered to put in a good word for Méximo there, but
admitced that he could not be certain of the outcome.

Méximo was disappointed but remained determined to proceed with che appli-
cation. I asked him if he would now simply apply and hope that his friend’s influ-
enc.e would suffice. He answered no, that he would have to take 3 more active role.
This hF did. He drove to Zaragoza and delivered his application personally to the
a,%]en.t In charge. Maximo's intent here was to develop friendly relations with the
B Miimes e e e e 0 Beabse 0 e
Very noncommiral .and declin:ad an invitation to lunch i[ y iy l!lag‘e he remaifed

) n Méximo's home. After
he had departed Maximo was not at all convinced that his ultimate decision would
be f.avorable. A few days later, therefore, he made another trip to Zaragoza, He
carried in the trunk of his car an entire dry salted ham and Aragozt: ,
home. When the gengl 1 ac the door. Mixi went to the agent’s
trouble of p gent emefx appeare. at the door, Maximo t}')anked him for all his
(ona mendd,ew day§ earlier z?nq said that he‘wanted t0 give him a small token
ham, Méximol)sailf thh:s aipreC1at1?n. Hel!ec}l1 h(;m to. the car and showed him the
Ously ety plesed. Misima sod e, “As 3000 35 1 o e o, 2 P
accept the ham | l;ne ! s g d sa“cll S was going 1O
was. Miximo sum W my loan was as good as approved.” And so it eventually

med up his secret of success:

You s .
ee . .. )
» You've got to be active. Just sitting back won't get you anywhere. You've

80t to make the i
right friends and you have to stay on top (est ] f
ar el o)
these matters all the time, ’ P encima)

The foregoin
social

to fost

: g examples should give insight into how certain residents order their
umvers? outside of the community. It would be grossly inaccurate, however,
ence Oerrt:;et :hmepression that most villagers have ready access to power and influ-
e ;bove e r[e aIre gmnybwho are able to operate as suc.ces.sfully as Méximo in
relatively mpl’ e III enabarre, as in most societies, a majority of the people are
it do y powerless. It is true that all residents have ties 0}1(51de the village, but

es not follow that all are equally capable of manipulating these relationships
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to their own advantage. A large number of persons, particularly those referred to
earlier as “traditional” farmers and the elderly, have few connections to sources of
influence and power outside the community. As one might expect, they are also the
individuals most disposed to romanticize the past. Traditional farmers constantly
lament the fact that Benabarre no longer contains powerful men who can act as
protectors and patrons to them as did the prewar seioritos. They complain about
disunity and lack of cooperation in the village and atcribure it to the fact that there
are no important men (720 hay hombres). Because of the absence of the kind of
patronage they seek, it is probably true that many of these villagers experience a
greater sense of political impotence today than did their parents a generation ago.

It is exactly the reverse among members of the new middle class. Most of Bena-
barre’s merchants and entrepreneurial farmers have forged close ties to important
persons in the provincial bureaucracy and in some of the large commercial firms
throughout the region. Such relationships have been instrumental in the loans they
have secured for agricultural improvements and for most of the new livestock
farms which have been constructed in Benabarre. The example of Miximo demon-
strates their capabilities. When he realized that his friend in Huesca might not be
able to exert the appropriate influence, he took it upon himself to construct the
friendship links demanded by the situation. The ability to forge these network ties
to significant individuals and agencies has been a crucial element in their com-
mercial success. As one of Benabarre’s grain merchants told me:

Tl:ne important thing here is to make friendships with the right people, especially
with ellos {meaning government people or officials in general]. If you're on thelr
;ide, the side of the people going up, you're all right. If nor, there’s nothing
or you.

The multiplication of ties between villagers and persons outside of the com-
munity has also had important consequences for the local power structure. I alluded
to this general point earlier (p. 85) but it merits reiteration. All villagers are in
agreement that there are few powerful or influential individuals in contemporary
Benabarre. This is especially true, they say, when the leaders of today are compared
to the sefioritos of thirty years ago. The difference is, I think, a genuine one. The
former leaders were influential, in part, because they were “brokers,” able to man-
age the contacts between ordinary villagers and the larger society. Today such a
degree of control is impossible; the broker function has been fragmented into
literally hundreds of sets of private ties between villagers and outsiders. The power
which accrued to such intermediaries has therefore vanished. This is certainly a very
general tendency in modernizing communities, in Spain as well as other countries.
As Stirling (1965:82) has reported for Turkish villages:

... the changing economy has great effects on traditional social organisation. . . .
in general, the main change is the multiplication, for most adult male villagers,
of a new private set of more or less impersonal social relations with employers,
fellow-workers, officials, and buyers and sellers, different for each individual, all
leading out of the village into the national society. A generation ago, such ex-
ternal relations were the prerogative of village leaders. . . . This change inevitably
opens the structure of village society, and lessens the authority of its leaders.
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INFLUENTIAL HIJOS DEL PUEBLO

Despite the fact that there are few powerful persons in Benabarre, villagers do
maintain ties with a class of individuals whom they regard somewhat as patrons.
These are the various hijos (native sons) of Benabarre who have achieved promi-
nence in the larger society, and who now reside in the towns and cities. They
include men from a wide range of occupations: professional pcople, government
officials, clerics, and important business executives. Many of them are descendants
of the old bourgeoisie; others are native sons from more humble backgrounds who
have met with substantial occupational or economic success. The latter include
virtually all of the villagers who have achieved secondary or university education.
There are few vocational opportunities for educated persons in Benabarre, and
villagers would, at any rate, consider it a waste for an educated son to remain in
the community. It is a universal expectation that such persons will emigrate to the
cities where it is believed that educational talents can be properly utilized.

These important native sons are associated with the community in much the
same manner as the relatives and friends discussed earlier. Their families descend
from Benabarre (and some still live in the village) and these hijos consider the
community their native hearth. Many maintain the family’s ancestral home in Bena-
ba.rre which they use for vacations. They visit every summer, and occasionally in
winter when they take advantage of the wild boar hunting in the mountains around
Benabarre. Others have built large summer homes on the outskirts of the com-
fnunity. Then some of the families still own farm property in the village and have
it cultivated by tractor owners or by the agricultural cooperative.
an;r:ieflilei:e:iﬁniﬁcance of these native sc.ms is that they are of high social status
! y in much closer touch with spheres of power and influence than
i:l f;:e average resident of Benabarre. For many villagers these hijos are the most
tionsel;trliz;l persons with whom they 'have closF Refsonal association. Friendly rela-
il e quite f’laturally out of village SOClilbllle. When these men and their
and sozi:;ic:::;n in Be:abarre fheydarc calfght up ina constan't round of greetings
pleasure from i:t:f:;:ti : mf”:'one Pre;l '0: o “"“.ﬂgers 'de“"e ’a great et o
for instance Benabatrez: e lp'erfsor;xs - ucat'lon a}[:d e ‘SQClﬁl'StatuS. When
et th; penabe: d'es explain y summer is such an :excmng time they often
comes alive :.dt at lstlngusted visitors are present. “In summer the village
chionew ("ymrs id one woman. There are d<')'ctors an'd lawyers and even a mar-

quesa) who stays with us here.” There is also, of course, the desire
on the. part of villagers to cultivate friendship with these individuals ’due to the
pOten'ual utility of the contacts.
© eIt lls,::mral’ thenf that when Benabarrenses confront a situz.ltion which requires
purveyance f’f influence, they often turn to these prominent individuals. A
;“;g;:oii tl}ls kind arose some years ago'when the village government backed an
Plan to establish a glass factory in Benabarre. Two young Catalonian busi-
nessmen discovered that there were relatively rich deposits of silica sand on the
outskirts of the village and they conceived the possibility of constructing a factory
0 produce high quality glass. They were able to convince some of Benabarre's most
influential men, as well as a majority of the populace, that it was a feasible project.
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Construction was to be financed by selling shares in the factory. About half of the
families of the community (and many from surrounding villages) eventually con-
tributed sums of between 1,000 and 2,000 pesetas ($16.60—$33.30); and some
of the village merchants pooled considerably larger amounts.

In the early stages, however, the plan ran into serious bureaucratic obstacles. The
backers of the project were unable to obtain the necessary legal permission to estab-
lish a factory of the kind they envisioned in Benabarre. The village secretario made
various trips to official centers in the provincial capital but to no avail. He was
told that there were specific regulations against building such a factory in a com-
munity of Benabarre's size, and that the project could only be approved on the
highest levels of government. Finally, the secretario headed a delegation of vil-
lagers which journeyed to Madrid to petition for a hearing in the Ministry of
Commerce. Upon arrival, however, they were blocked at the front desks of the
ministry and failed completely to secure an appointment with officials.

With failure of the entire project staring them in the face, the secretario de-
cided, as a last resort, to telephone one of the hijos of Benabarre who lives in
Madrid, Don Joaquin Arsac. This gentleman is an important official in the gov-
ernment petroleum monopoly; his family is descended from Benabarre and he
visits the community every summer (and has recently built a large summer home
overlooking the community). When the secretario called him and explained their
problem, Don Joaquin very graciously offered his services. He made a telephone
call to one of his personal friends in the ministry and asked him to aid the villagers
in any way he could. The delegation was granted an interview the same afternoon.
The ministry official dictated some minor revisions in the proposal and then had
it stamped with official approval. The delegation was then able to return in triumph
to Benabarre.

This same native son has exerted influence on villagers' behalf on a number of
occasions. It is difficult to determine exactly what return he receives for his favors.
When I questioned villagers whom he had benefitted they usually responded that
he was a very generous person (mw#y noble) who did these things out of love for
his native village. It is clear, however, that Don Joaquin is treated very respect-
fully by most residents. When he visited Benabarre in the spring of 1968, Bena-
barre’s innkeeper told me that we would have to suspend our interview sessions
for a week because he would be busy taking care of the official’'s needs. And when
his summer home was built in the community, members of the village government
went to great lengths to accommodate his various requests. Don Joaquin is also
given considerate treatment in the village shops and is the recipient of occasional
gifts of food and other small services from villagers. The problem, however, is that
meaningful reciprocity with a person who is so remote from village affairs is very
difficult; there is very little he could want from villagers in return. It may be
simply as I was told by one of Don Joaquin’'s relatives that, "The man thrives
on praise.”

Another of the influential Aijos of Benabarre (also a descendant of a notable
family) is now a high ranking military officer in Zaragoza. When a boy from
Benabarre is drafted, or there is concern over a matter involving the military, this
man is frequently appealed to. The following account is one among many involv-
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ing this individual. In 1959 the nephew of one of my informants was drafted. The
boy came to his uncle (my informant) to ask if he would write him a letter of
introduction which he could deliver to Don Sebastian (the officer) in Zaragoza.
His uncle agreed. He had been part of this family’s clientele prior to the Civil War,
and considers that even today there is a great deal of amistad between them. The
boy carried the letter to the officer’s home soon after reporting for duty in Zaragoza.
When the officer had read the letter he insisted that the boy stay with them for
dinner. During the meal Don Sebastian asked if there was anything that he could
do. The boy replied that he had recently become a shoemaker in Benabarre and
he wondered if it would be possible for him to practice his trade while in the
army. Don Sebastian said that it could be easily arranged. As a result the boy spent
most of his tour of duty as a shoemaker for officers in Zaragoza,

A further example is that of a lawyer in Barcelona who is from one of Bena-
barre’s farm households. He has risen to a position of influence in a government-
controlled hydroelectric company. He is known to have helped many villagers in
the urban setting and has been instrumental in the hiring of various village youths
as drivers and technicians. By far the most elaborate and best artended funeral
? witnessed while I was in Benabarre was held at the death of this lawyer's mother-
in-law. The woman died in Barcelona but was buried in a hamlet close to Bena-
barre. When I registered surprise at the considerable show of mourning for a
Woman who had not lived in Benabarre for years, my informants answered that
10 Was to pay respect to the lawyer: “People here owe him lots of favors.”
hai‘:)'a iﬂjn:etles fcontain a large number of similar instances in which villagers

P from prominent native sons. The cases recorded above, however,
are sufficient o suggest the character of these relationships. The ties bear close
e et s e e e e 1 bt dised i
who consider th 1 s so 'alc l’ h l'Sk o infle e !)etween Persons
2 significa, diﬁ:nse ves socia ejtm S, Lehml s to influential native sons m'volve
patron—client relatei':);il:in 5‘?::-1 Zr:luchestit:n: t:;r o lbe e ered n species of
dependency suggested bp' h d “clientage” is vire 01{ e o becau’se e
do no¢ considergth vional resort 1 gb ative s ﬂOﬂex.lstent. Viagers
class with the relat?ozZC:K')n? l‘refjortz) tge:;bl;r :" "a:ve Solr'1 as'bemg of ihe same

aintaine rre's prewar eli i
AN ongoing dependency and subordination to the pitron. In ;s;r:]f;r“;ll“r:; ti:fiszzf
ness.to village badrinos often had to be repayed in de i liti 1
service. Since pay meaning political or p ersona
hardly expect thie l;:'resent-day benefactors do not reside in Benabarre, they ca'n
involved in vill s kind of support in return for faYors grnnu.ed. None of them' is
occasionally 1 gle government and none takes part in the factional struggle‘s wl]{ch
have litcle disczf:n? the. surface of the community. Consequently the relationships
ible impact on the local power structure.

INSTITUTIONS AND NETWORKS

In the preceding Sections ] have dealt with the relationship between the village
and the larger society from the perspective of the individual. I have described the
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major means by which individuals (or families) in Benabarre are linked to other
persons in the larger society. In so doing I have concentrated on concrete systems
of social relations. There is, of course, an entirely ditferent manner in which the
relationship could be analyzed, namely, in terms of the institutional framework.
One could show how particular institutions, such as village government, the parish
church, the Civil Guard outpost and so forth, are connected to an ascending series
of parent institutions in the wider society. The result would be a description of
the administrative and ecclesiastical hierarchies through which the community is
bound to entities in the nation as a whole.

I have quite deliberately emphasized the social relations perspective at the ex-
pense of the latter. My justification for so doing is that I believe that these networks
of social relations are of critical importance in understanding contemporary Spanish
society. This is partly the case due to the state of transition in which Spain pres-
ently finds herself; it is also attributable to certain unique characteristics of Spanish
development. Elucidation of these statements requires that we look briefly at the
larger context of Spain’s modernization.

As emphasized earlier, Spain is undergoing a rapid change from what was a
fundamentally agrarian society to an incipiently industrialized state. Much of this
development has occurred within the time span of one generation. The most per-
vasive transformation has occurred in the economic and technological sphere, while
aspects of the social and political order have been less radically affected. This is as
one might expect. Anthropologists have often shown that even in instances of
radical historical change, societies are rarely transformed completely. Customs and
institutions which were integral parts of the previous society are carried over, occa-
sionally with only slight modification, into the present. This is partly attributable
to the fact that people continue to behave in terms of norms and standards which
were assimilated at an early point in life and it takes time for such standards to
change.

It would therefore be unreasonable to suppose that Spanish society should rid
itself, in the brief span of one generation, of many characteristics of its preindus-
trial past. A more likely expectation would be that many of the Orgaﬂimfional
mechanisms of the earlier society will continue to be relied upon despite the
emergence of new institutions within the context of industrial society. One anthro-
pologist (Leeds 1965:380) has attempted to summarize what he considers are the
basic organizational principles of preindustrial as compared to industrial societies.
In the preindustrial situation,

With the given technology, agrarian and communicational, the social order is
necessarily markedly structured around localities and localized communiti€s.
Therefore, face-to-face, kin, pseudokin, and other personal ties, often highly
ritualized, appear as major organizational mechanisms of the total society.

Industrial societies, on the other hand, are largely organized in terms of formal,
supra-local institutions. Leeds continues (1965:380-81):

The fundamental ecological pattern of industrial scates is multiregional, tending
toward global, and consequently, the societies tend to be exocentric, politically
and economically; to maximize translocal relationships at the expense of locality



94 THE VILLAGE AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD

and community relationships; and to operate through highly organized supra-
Jocal institutions and associations.

In developing countries, those which are at some point in the transition from
the first type of social system to the second, we should expect to find both types
of organizational mechanisms in complex association (Leeds 1965:383, 401). This
is, in fact, one of the most remarkable features of contemporary Spanish society.
Virtually all insticutions are paralleled, or significantly supplemented, by sets of
highly personal relationships. Thus the mere existence of formal institutions does
not necessarily imply that they operate on objective principles. The belief, for
instance, that the personal factor significantly enters into the operation of Spanish
officialdom is universal in Benabarre, and indeed, among Spaniards generally. An
opinion survey among Spanish youth, conducted in 1960, reveals the general state
of opinion. Adolescents in various sections of the country were asked the question
of how they believe most official matters are accomplished in Spain. A large
majority answered either by “using friends” or “seeking a good recommendation”;
only very few (approximately 9 percent) said by “following the normal channels.”
The author of the opinion survey summarizes the attitudes of his respondents
toward Spanish officialdom (Buceta-Facorro 1966:189):

All of this confirms just how strong is the belief among our young people that
our institutions do not function in the manner of a formal structure based on
objective rules and on the equality of all citizens, but rather that jt is necessary
to make use of an informal structure based on relations of friendship or interest
which substitutes objectivity, the basis of a legal State, for the subjectivity of
personal relations; . . . the immorality which the young people cgndemn, in
reference to our institutions, is the immorality of arbitrariness, the jmmorality

of operating on subjective and particularistic principles instead of on objective
principles.

A second explanation for the importance of personal networks in Benabarre
(an.d. in rural Spain generally) has to do with certain characteristics of the SpﬂﬂiSh
[a.ol{txcal system. The authoritarian and highly centralized Spanish polity has placed
h.mntations on the development of institutions which could serve to mediate rela-
tions between local communities and higher levels of authority. The kinds of intet-
mediate institutions which represent the interest of peasants and workers in many
othe.r countries are either absent or are weakly developed in Spain. Mass political
Pnrues are nonexistent; labor unions exist more on paper than in fact; and there
is nothing which could be considered vigorous local government. ’

In. theory there is a single political party in Benabarre, the Falange or Spanish
Fascist party. Yet only the locally appointed officials play any role in party con-
cerns, and even they are indifferent participants. The party has no locally com-
mitted body of supporters (though it did in the 1940s and early 1950s), it never
operates as a unit, and for all intents and purposes exists only in name, B(’enabarfe's
labor and agrarian organizations are only slightly more effective. All unijons in
Spain are part of the government controlleq “vertical syndicates” strucrure. The
unions were created and imposed by the government rather than having been
formed by free association of laborers. Therefore, most peasants and workers ar€
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members of a syndicate whether they choose to be or not. All of Benabarre’s farmers
are theoretically members of the Hermandad (brotherhood) of farmers and stock-
breeders. The average peasant, however, tends to regard the Hermandad as more
a mechanism of government control than as an agency committed to his interests,
and most are profoundly apathetic toward union activities. Only two meetings of
the Hermandad were called during the fourteen months I was in Benabarre and
less than twenty persons attended each meeting. The organization plays such an
insignificant role in the lives of most farmers that, when directly asked, many
cannot say what the Hermandad is or what it is supposed to do.

Given the absence or weak development of these mediating institutions, it is un-
derstandable that villagers seek other means of representing their interests, through
friends, relatives, and personal contacts.

THE CHARACTER OF VILLAGE GOVERNMENT

The most significant institcutional means by which the community is related to
the larger society is through village government. Benabarre represents the terminus
of a hierarchy of political and administrative power which originates in Madrid
and extends down through the provincial capital.

Municipal administration in Spain is part of a highly centralized system of gov-
ernment which provides little scope for community autonomy or local initiative.
The mayor is appointed for an indefinite term of office by the provincial governor
and he may be removed from office by an act of the Ministry of the Interior. One
of the mayor’s titles is “Delegate of the Government” which expresses his de-
pendence on higher authority. The second important official of village government
is the secretario or town clerk. He is responsible for interpreting laws and regula-
tions for the mayor and council, and is the caretaker of day-to-day administration.
Since his position is also appointive, villagers have virtually no voice in the selec-
tion of officials who have the greatest influence over village government.

The mayor is, in theory, in full control of government. He presides over the
council and bears responsibility (along with the Civil Guard) for maintaining
public order and for ensuring that all government laws and regulations are obeyed
in the community. In practice, however, the situation may be very different. In
Benabarre and in every community I was able to ecretario was the
most influential ofﬁcia)l’. In 1967-{968 Benabarre'sOE;Zi:'Zf;r;:errjmde most of the
crucial governmental decisions and he was the most frequent initiator of com-
munity action.

There is a rather simple explanation for this deviation between theory and
practice. The secretario is the only salaried official in the government and he usually
also has education and professional preparation. As a paid official he is able to
devote undivided attention to his duties. He gains familiarity with all aspects of
administration and his expertise in these matters is usually sufficient to give him
de facto control of the town hall. The mayor, on the other hand, serves without
remuneration. Since he must devote his major energies to earning a living, the
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mayorship can be no more than a part-time activity. Furthermore, he is unli!(gly
to have extensive education. Mayors typically do not understand the complexities
of administration and they have neither the time nor inclination to learn.

In some of the small villages in the immediate vicinity of Benabarre the domi-
nation by secretarios is very pronounced. The clerk in a neighboring community
is often referred to as the village dictator. He is aware of this appellation and not
at all disturbed by it. He once told me, "If anything at all is to be done in these
villages the secretario has to be a dictator.” Another town clerk who resides in a
village to the north of Benabarre handles the administration for his village as well
as for fifteen small hamlers in the hinterland. I once accompanied him as he visited
four of the town halls on his circuit. In each village he sent a child to ferch the
mayor in order to obtain his signature on miscellaneous documents and reports.
As we were waiting in the town hall for one of the mayors the secretario explained:

In these villages the secretarios are the real leaders; they have to do everything.
If the mayor can read and sign his name that’s all that's necessary. The man who
is mayor of this village is a farmer and it's always a problem for me to get him
away from his fields long enough to sign his name.

When the mayor did arrive the secretario placed some Papers before him, briefly
stated what they were for, and asked him to sign. The mayor started to write but
on the wrong line. The secretario said, impatiently, “No, not there, here,” indicating
the proper space with an insistent tap of his finger. The mayor apologized and
signed where he should.

In Benabarre the secretario was not quite the dominant figure as are these secre-
tarios of the smaller villages. Yet the difference is one of degree. A number of
community betterment projects were implemented during the period I spent in
Benabarre and the secretario was the motive force behind each one. When the
community swimming pool was built the project was beset by various delays and
Interruptions, and it often appeared to villagers that the pool would never be
successfully completed. As I investigated the matter quickly discovered that the
Jecretario was the only source of reliable information concerning the status of con-
struction. QOther villagers, including members of the town council, were uninformed
about even major aspects of the project. It was the secretario who negotiated per-
sonally wich ¢he contracting companies, managed the financia) affairs, and single-
handedly supervised nearly every detail.

All of the above examples illustrate a characteristic feature of village govern-
ment: few persons are involved in the decision-making process at any level. Even
N regard to matters of crucial significance to the community, responsibility remains
In the hands of officials. If they do not attend to such marters, nobody else will. In
the summers of 1967 and 1968, for example, it became evident that Benabarre’s
water supply was inadequate to the demands being placed on it by the increased
Summer population and the various new livestock farms. On certain days in July
and August many village homes were left entirely without running water. The
problem did no lje in the adequacy of the water supply, but rather in the limited
capacity of the pipe system which conducts water to the village. Nearly everybody
was aware of the problem, yet when the shortage caused serious inconvenience
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there was no discernible effort to do anything about it. In response to my questions,
informants stated that they hoped something would be done, and that the secretario
should petition the state for funds to build a new conduit system. The character-
istic attitude, however, was that it was the government’s problem rather than a
community problem, and that the only means of remedying the situation was
through a grant of funds from the state. If such funds were not forthcoming,
villagers were prepared to accept considerable inconvenience.

Benabarrenses do not conceive of local government as an agency they control
and they rarely think of it as an extension of the community. The most common
attitude, in fact, is one of protest against it as an agency which conveys objectional
demands to them from higher authority.



6/ Conclusions: balance sheet
on modernization

In this final chapter I want to make some general observations on what
Benabarrenses have gained, and what they may have lost, in modernization. In the
main these observations derive from the way villagers themselves perceive the
changes occurring, or which have occurred, in the community. At the end of the
chapter I will have a few remarks which more nearly reflect my own thinking.

LOSS OF COMMUNITY

Ce,”ai"l)’ one of the most negative consequences of modernization, in the minds
v‘“afgers, is that they believe it has brought the decline of their community.
€re is widespread agreement that Benabarre used to be a more important village
than g jg today. There are various sources of this belief, but the most significant
stems fr'orn the preoccupation over emigration and the departure of young people.
en::e](}; ‘:r[x];get-s have l‘>een demoralized' by the population loss BenﬁPﬂffe has experi-
COmm’uni this has given rise to co'nSIdtemble concern over the ult!ma.te. fate of the
dered if tt]z'. There was even 2. period in the 1950s when many mdm_duals won-
that g I, € village would survive. The economy was at a low ebb and it appe.afed
8¢ number of residents were leaving, or planning to leave, for the cities.
subﬂ::ﬁ;r]‘l th; 1960s the growth of the livestock industry and th‘e tOlf['l'St trade
deal 1o disy lolmred the local economy. The consequent prosperity did a ngat
traverseq bPe the fear that Benab‘arre me]d follow th.e s§mc road to extinction
the fac, tha); ;D;my of the sm.aller villages in the mountain hinterland. Nevertheless,
(0 Confirm g, arge proportion of t.he young People choose t0 desert th? area seems
course th fee]r‘ reS}denFs the re}auve msngmﬁcancfe of thel.r community, And of
Another - Ing is remforce§ in most COﬂtaf:tS with urbanites. ‘

marked attenuus? of concern is thatt population los.s has been a'ccompamed by a
remark chy, "iirttllon ,Of local social llfe‘and. community c:ﬂture. Vn]]agers‘frequently
puchlo) or’ i, er;s no longe.r any life in this }rnllage (Ya no bay vrlda en este
asserted] ,that t hat the community has a poor 'socml atmos;?here. Adult informants
were young bu:rtehwerle a great many recreational e\{ents in Benabarre when they
recall dha éenabarat ; r(rl\ost 2_111 of them have notv disappeared. Persons over forty
o Satuder re had a vxllage orchestra3 a faitbol (soccer) team, street dances
ay nights and on holidays, occasional amateur theatrical performances
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(comedias), and traditional dances and pageantry accompanied the major festivals.
Certain of these activities continued for a period after the Civil War but, except
for dances held in summer and certain folkloric events during the patron saint
festival, none exists today. -

The demise of recreational activities is frequently attributed to the fact that there
are so few young persons in the community. Villagers say that such activities depend
upon the support of adolescents and post-adolescents, and with so many from this
age group living away (as students or they have emigrated), the events have ex-
pired for lack of support. It is difficult to evaluate this assertion. In 1967-1968
there were between sixty and seventy youths in the age category from fourteen to
twenty-four who lived in the community for most of the year. While this is a small
number in relation to the total population, it does seem that it was sufficient to
support more activities than took place.

The adolescents who remain in Benabarre frequently complain that they are
bored. Almost everyone agrees that something should be done to create a better
social atmosphere, but little has been accomplished. Some years prior to my field-
work the village priest attempted to organize a youth group to provide recreational
activities for teen-agers. There was some initial enthusiasm for the project, but then
attendance fell off at the weekly meetings and the priest abandoned the effort. He
now says that this illustrates a significant defect of villagers; “They start out on
things and then fail to carry them through.” The adolescents, however, have a
different explanation. They say the youth group failed because the priest would not
allow dancing, of which he disapproves; and since dancing is their premier interest,
they saw no point in continuing.

An additional reason for the decline of recreational activities has to do with the
character of village youth. Benabarre’s adolescents are the most urban-oriented group
in the community. They are the first generation to have been heavily exposed to
mass communications (especially radio and television), and the impact has been
considerable. They share in a general "youth culture” which transcends localities
everywhere in Spain. They read many of the same popular magazines, worship the
pop singers, and dance to the same rock tunes as their counterparts in Barcelona.

The degree to which Benabarre's young people respond to urban derived fads
and styles was one of the genuine revelations of my fieldwork. The considerable
geographical separation berween Benabarre and major cities had led me to expect
a certain degree of cultural isolation as well. But as far as the young people were
concerned, this was negligible. In 1967, for example, the miniskirt (minifalda)
made its first widespread appearance in Spain. There was a time lag of only a
matter of weeks between the appearance of this style on the streets of Madrid and
Barcelona and its appropriation by girls in Benabarre. Furthermore, village girls
seemed determined to wear their skirts as short as women in the cities. Also in
1967 the first teen-age males identifiable as “hippies” were observed (with any
frequency) on the streets of Barcelona. Almost simultaneously one of the village
youths allowed his hair to grow, cultivated a moustache and sideburns, and began
wearing a medallion around his neck.

This quest for urban sophistication is associated with a lack of interest in village
traditions, which appear to many teen-agers as trivial. This attitude was illustrated
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Benabarre's youth culture: two girls gyrate to rock music.

on the occasion of Benabarre’s patron saint festivals which I observed in 1967
and 1968.

The festival is in honor of Saint Medardo and is held in early June. There were
fOrrr.lerly a large number of community or “folk” events associated with the cele-
bration. In the early years of this century a tree was brought in from the forest and
erected in the central plaza, Various plays and skits were enacted which, according
to the description of my elderly informants, involved a great deal of slapstick and
earthy humor, These events have all been lost (most of them early in the century)
:;;creyp: nfOrrhthe pastoradas—a dialogue between two S'hepherds 'Wh() recite a humorfn{S
Wap, b, tl);me. Even the pastoradas suffered a period of eclipse prior to the Civil
HO‘V’EVC[ inexll xgere resurrected afte.rwards through the efforts of a Falangist mayor.
200 pereon, 967 the pastoradas failed to arouse much enthusiasm. Approximately
i Tl frWere on hand as spectators; but about half of them were urban visitors
Many of mor.n fthe surrounding hamlets of Aler, Sagarras Bajas, and Caladrones.
absens Whg 1Inlormants ( all of whom had sftrongly‘ urged me to attend) were
i Once: that'sn ater q.ufasnoned them about tl,J,lS a typical reply was, “If you've seen
b s tn :nough; it’s the same every year.” The persons most apathetic towards
my l.nformamsen-agers and young adults. The twenty-year-old daughter of one of

1S expressed the feeling of most of her peers when she said about the

/’dJ'}:oradaJ, Personally T can't stand them.” In 1968 the event was cancelled alto-
f;totl?(;. The c'ancellat.ion was a disappointment to some of the old folks. When I told
man 1n a neighboring hamlet that they would not be performed he firmly
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declared that he would not attend the festival. Benabarre’s teen-agers were, as far
as I could tell, totally unconcerned.

The patron saint procession was also cancelled in the fiestas of 1967. The purpose
of the procession is to carry the image of Saint Medardo to a shrine in the hills
above the village. The image is accompanied by costumed dancers who beat out
a rhythmic cadence with special sticks (palitrocs). The procession was officially
announced in the festival calendar, but act the scheduled hour of departure only
the priest, dancers, and a handful of participants had appeared. The priest delayed
the procession for forty minutes, but when no more participants arrived he can-
celled it altogether. The secretario, who was aware that I was waiting to take phorto-
graphs, came to apologize, saying, "Now you see what's happening; all the typical
events (cosas tipicas) in these villages are disappearing.”

The preceding account should not imply that the festival as a whole is in decline.
Apathy is only displayed toward “traditional” events, or elements of community
culture such as processions, skits, and folklore. On the other hand, all fiesta elements
which are a part of contemporary urban culture are popular and gain active support.
During the 1967 fiestas a mobile carnival troupe set up game and contest booths
in the central plaza. There was balloon popping with darts, a cork rifle shoot, vari-
ous games of chance and rides for the children. All of the booths had continual
crowds. Then in contrast to the scant support given the pastoradas and procession,
there was a large turnout for the nightly dances. A small dance band was hired
from a neighboring town which beat out strident rock music for three consecutive
nights. A majority of villagers, their guests, and hundreds of others from surround-
ing communities appeared in the plaza to dance, drink, or simply to observe the
festivities.

The above description demonstrates the tendency for elements of local culture
to become submerged in the preference for urban-derived models of behavior. The
tendency can, however, be observed in other than just ritual. A similar preference
is exemplified in house construction. Most of the houses in Benabarre are very
ancient and, from the standpoint of urban visitors and foreigners, are also very
beautiful. However Benabarrenses have little appreciation for old things and they
readily tear down the centuries-old facades of their homes to replace them with
flat, stuccoed exteriors (which are imitations of the apartments being built in the
cities). Urban intellectuals who visit the village often complain that great archi-
tectural and artistic treasures are being destroyed, Villagers merely shrug off these
comments. The new houses are more comfortable and convenient, and the new
facade announces to all that a "modern” family resides wichin, The same apprecia-
tion of newness is seen in house interiors. Villagers often remove rustic walnut
-tables and chairs to replace them with rickety formica furniture. When they reno-
vate the dining rooms they usually plaster over the exposed pine ceiling beams, a
feature of Aragonese houses which seem to captivate everyone but the natives.

The complaint (mentioned above) that there s very litcle “life” (vida) in the
community also refers to the fact that there has been a marked reduction in the
intensity of social relations. Whenever I discussed the past with villagers they made
it clear that the village was formerly a more solid community. They say there was
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greater unity, people were engrossed in the same local concerns, and gossip and
local politics were of more absorbing interest. This was not an opinion of just a
few persons; all the adult and elderly people voiced more or less the same judgment.
One woman expressed it as follows:

People stay in their houses now and are only concerned with their own families.
They aren’t involved with others like they used to be. The women here used to
visit and sew together and go into the houses. Nobody does that anymore.

What this woman and others remark is an unmistakable trend toward “atomiza-
tion” of community social life. Neighborhood gatherings and informal clusters of
friends have become less significant than they were only a few years ecarlier. Vil-
lagers say that there used to be sewing circles of women in most barrios of Bena-
barre. A group of women and their daughters would sit together and sew in the
street before the doorway of one of the houses. Men had similar groupings. The
men of each neighborhood would gather on warm evenings to relax and converse.
People were more willing to enter the homes of their neighbors, and there was
more general visiting.

The waning importance of such groupings and the lessened intensity of social
relations seems to be correlated with the “opening up” of the village to the outside.
45 villagers have become progressively involved in extra-community social rela-
uon§ the village has declined as a focus of interest and attention. This became
Parflcularly evident to me when [ sought informants for the village census., Two
individua]s who are members of the “new middle class” offered to help me but
I Was surprised to discover that they knew relatively little even about some of the
families i their section of the village. They gave inaccurate information regarding
how many children certain families had, they did not know whether the children
werf: smd)"'“g or working in the towns, and so forth. One of them, when he
:za:;T?z:e could not provide some' of the informati.on, told me t]’.lat I would have
in the vm:ome of the old peop‘le‘. ‘}“hey pay f}t'tennon © everyt!nng that goes on
© pay attege‘ and to other fa'mnlu?s, hF said. “I'm too involved in my own affalts
sources fo; n:PH Fo thos‘e thxngs:' [ did find the old people to be more reliable

The diffe; is kind of mformauon:
is the only steance seems to Pe explained by the f:}Ct 'that, for the elderly, _Benaba'rte
and socig] scant;‘s arena which has ever been of sngnlﬁcanFe to them. Thc‘eu prestige
of the villape %;g has always been bouncfl up in the relatively clos'ed social universe
in the Com;gn u ey have l?een, and continue to be, concerned with all that o§chs
much wides ornbl'ty. The. village entrepreneurs, on Fhe oth‘er hand, operate withm
associates, urhy tts. Their status and position is valxqated in contacts wn.tl? business
barre ng ’lon erntes, a.nd the‘lnﬂue.ntla‘ll men of. neighboring communities. Bena-
their relevamgs; ?Ontalfls their aspirations and it composes only one segment of

There fs o] cial universe. - ‘
in mind t‘;a“t?:e‘ very concrete matte‘r'of diffusion of interests. It must ’be kept
the importance o f'tlj(:'lty of vlllage‘famllles have been dlylded by emngmtxon, and
Families whidk, ba these external ties was den‘mons‘trated in the preceding chapt.et.

ve children working or studying in the cities have concerns which
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continually direct their attention outward. It seems reasonable, therefore, to suggest
that the internal organization of a community in which a majority of villagers’
primary social ties are contained within the village, becomes very different from
the organization of one in which strategic social ties expand beyond the commu-
nity. The difference is manifested in a decline in the intensity of social life.

THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL DIMENSION

While the impact of modernization on the community’s social and cultural life
is evaluated negatively by most villagers, attitudes shift markedly when the matter
is viewed from the perspective of economic or political change.

All villagers recognize that there has been considerable rise in standard of living
in Benabarre in the past two decades. As emphasized earlier, economic improve-
ment is not evenly distributed; certain villagers have been more favorably affected
than others. Nevertheless, virtually everyone agrees that he is better off roday than
he (or his family) was twenty years ago. "There was a great deal of poverty
(mucha miseria) in those days,” is a very common preface to discussions about
the past. One of my informants, 2 woman of sixty years, says she cannot tolerate
persons of her generation who romanticize the past. She told me:

When the old men start talking about the old days I cut them off quick. I say

to them, T'm sorry I even knew those times; they were bad and are better
forgotten!’

She cited an example of the kind of poverty she experienced in her youth:

I remember one day I told my mother that I liked salad. that it would be nice
if we could have it more often. But my mother told me. 'No daughter, I can’t
make salad because I would have to use a lot of oil’ So yOl; can see how wretched
we were . . . we couldn’t even eat foods which now everyone thinks are necessary.

This informant was more vehement in her denunciation of the old days than
many others, but she was no exception. When elderly villagers are asked about
the past they readily launch into descriptions of the former poverty; and some
even refer to the present (beginning around 1960), in contrast, as the period of
“la abundancia” (affluence, abundance). They say that now everybody has enough
to eat, all can dress adequately, and they are able ¢o provide a decent life for their
children.

This is not to say that there are no people who are recognized as poor. There
are approximately thirty households in Benabarre which get along on very lictle
money income. Most of these are “incomplete” familjes: elderly widows and
widowers who can do very little work, and peasant couples who are childless, or
whose children have emigrated. Many of these households jn 1968 had annual money
incomes of less than 35,000 pesetas (about $500). But even these families are not
destitute. Benabarre's priest considers that there are no familijes sufficiently impov-
erished to qualify for church sponsored charity (caritas). However, he does occa-
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sionally distribute caritas food gifts to eight individuals or f.amilies who are thought
to be the real desgraciados (unfortunates) of the community. A e
When these poor families are compared t0 t'VCalthY member.f) Of't e new hece
class (see p. 70) it is evident that there is considerable econonjnc dlsp'fmty in l'f:. 1
barre. Nevertheless, economic leverage has not been translated into social or po 1Eca
subservience. Benabarre's entrepreneurs have not become patrons to 9ther mt;;n hers
of the community. They are, for the most part, a hard.headed economic clz:s. tliy
employ others they do so on a rational, cost-accounting basis, and they de-empha-
size personal obligations toward their workers. . |
The poor, on the other hand, do not expect, nor would they appr'eclate, paternal-
istic treatment from the newly prosperous members of tf.me community. Mere wealfh
has not been sufficient to place the new mid'dle c{ass significantly above others in
a social sense, Villagers are intimately fam.illar Wl‘th th.e b‘ac!(groun‘ds of a!l .;hesle
men, and family origins and education are influential criteria in placing lﬂdlYl uals
within the statys hierarchy. I repeatedly heard comments about Benabarre's new
entrepreneurs, or about their wives, to the effect that they were no better than
anybody else. "Matias is no better than I am; he only went to school for four years
like the rest of us”; or “Pilar puts on airs now but what can that mean to us'when
we know she was out guarding sheep when she was a girl?” There is, quite simply,
a reluctance g concede superiority to persons of the same general social background.
It is conceivable tha in the future economic differences may form the basis of a
more rigid clasg structure. I do not expect this to occur, however, as long as the
cities and the industrial sector continue to absorb the excess rural population.
Therefore one of the clearest effects of modernization in Benabarre has been to
remove the conditions which sustained hierarchy in ordinary social relations. T'he
subservienceseven lackeyism—which villagers remember in their dealings with
tht? former elite are almost totally absent today. Many of my informants mentiqned
thl.s a5 one of the most beneficial changes to have occurred. They recall the manipu-
lzfuon. of the common people by venal lawyers and landowners in the Past. Such a
Situatjop could po exist today, they say, because villagers are more mdependent
and tbey are wiser, ‘
t 1S worch mentionj er, that the new egalitarianism does not receive
unstinted Praise, T::::Zgr’e 1;0;::;3 ;mmber of persons in Benabarre who attribute
the decline of the village to the fact that so many important families have emigrated.
Persong of this opinion (mostly the elderly) say that Benabarre lacks individuals
of sufficien Stature and “pull” (mano) to secure benefits for the village from the
8overnmenc, Some years ago, as a measure of political centralization, the govern-
MENt transferreq the regional court from Benabarre to the city of Barbastro. A
number of my informants claimed that this could never have occurred over th.e
Opposition of the influential families of the prewar period. Others told me that if
.t.he $eR07itos still resided in Benabarre the village would not be losing population.
.They would have brought industry here,” said one informant. “They had influence
10 all the ministries i Madrid.” It appears that many of these individuals are more
mindful of the benefits to be gained through patronage than they are of some of
the political disabilities which accompanied such a system.
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As the preceding account suggests, it is difficult for an observer to remain un-
moved by the spectacle of transformation occurring in rural Spain. As I studied
the process I often had mixed emotions. As an anthropologist part of my mission
was to study the society and culture of Spanish peasantry. Yet what I found in
Benabarre was that peasants, along with their entire way of life, were virtually
disappearing. Households which have been in existence for a century or more were
being abandoned; healthy men could not marry simply because they were peasants;
a whole class of small farmers apparently have very little future; and age-old cus-
toms were being discarded and forgotten. One naturally feels sympathy for the
multiple casualties produced in the rural revolution.

On the other hand, to adopt a tragic stance would be senseless. The dissolution
of many aspects of rural Spain will cerrainly be lamented by no one. Large sections
of the Spanish countryside have been centers of poverty and distress for centuries.
Population pressure on inadequate resources, combined with very inequitable dis-
tribution of land, have permitted the average peasant or agriculeural laborer only
a small margin above the subsistence needs of himself and his family. Since the
time of Charles III in the eighteenth century, land reform and other attempts to
improve the lot of the peasant have been recurrent themes of Spanish political life.
None of the various schemes for land redistribution have been effectively applied;
but even if they had it is hard to imagine that they would have yielded a perma-
nent solution to Spain’s agrarian problem. As long as the unfavorable balance
between population and cultivable land obtained, redistribution could have pro-
vided no more than temporary relief.

Emigration to the cities has provided a genuine answer to the problem. One
author (Herr 1971:254) has recently summarized the salutary effects of the rural
exodus:

Thus began, without advance planning what one Spaniard has called ‘the most
singular agrarian reform of all time.’ Emigration was the most effective, indeed
the indispensable, way to raise the standard of living of rural Spaniards. So long
as masses of peasants weighed down the rura] economy, forcing the use of
inefficient, outdated forms of production to keep them alj ,busy, they were con-

demned to poverty. . . . Only large scale emigration could reduce the absolute
number of agricultural workers and make possible 2 solution to the centuries
old agrarian problem.

The rise in standard of living in Benabarre and throughout the rest of rural Spain
would have been impossible if population had continued to increase on the land.

Too often these beneficial effects of emigration g0 unnoticed. There is a large
body of opinion in Spain which views the rural exodus as the manifestation of a
diseased countryside. These commentators suggest that Spanish peasants are being
driven out of fh?i.r villages by intolerable conditions, and they often urge the
government tO initiate programs to “rescue” Spanish agriculture. Such a viewpoint
is not limited to Spaniards. In a recent article on Andalusia by an American anthro-
pologist (Mintz 1972:54) emigration is referred to as the “sickness of depopula-
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tion” without a suggestion that long-term benefits may also accrue. My response
to this point of view is to encourage students of rural Spain to ask villagers if they
are better off today than they were twenty years ago. I have put this question to
scores of peasants in Aragon, Catalonia and Castile; the answer, with rare excep-
tions, is that they are incomparably better off.

There are other, equally significant consequences of the rural transformation.
One of the great problems of Spanish history has revolved about the division
between the small upper classes who have managed the country’s political system,
and the large masses of common folk in the countryside who have had very little
to do with national affairs. Poverty, illiteracy, and isolation effectively barred them
from playing any more positive role. The attempts in Spain for more than a century
and a half to establish representative political institutions have always foundered
on the obstacles presented by a backward and indifferent electorate (Carr 1966:
369-70). Cacigues and self-serving politicians have invariably been able to manipu-
late their followers and manage opinion in the villages and towns. And as Richard
Herr has pointed out (1971:262-83), the Spanish peasantry has often been an
active ally of forces on the national level which have sustained hierarchical and
authoritarian institutions,

The change which is occurring in the countryside is therefore bound to affect
the Spanish political equation. The integration of villagers into the orbit of urban
culture has enabled them to participate in national life as never before. Moreover,
the educarjon they are providing their children will equip the latter with skills
and opportunities unavailable to their parents. And whether the peasant is trans-
me?ed by becoming an entrepreneurial farmer, or by becoming a factory worker,
In either case he will be more capable of recognizing and defending his political
Hiterests than any previous generation.
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