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FOREWORD

T his statistical handbook is designed to give
the people of other lands a brief descrip-
tion of present-day Japan through statistics.

With a descriptive text, tables, charts and
photographs, we have endeavoured to portray
the actual conditions of modern Japan, cover-
ing political, economic, social and cultural
fields. The statistical data are mainly based
on principal statistical publications presently
available, both governmental and private.

For further statistical information on
Japan, we recommend reference to the Japan
Statistical Yearbook and the Monthly Statistics
of Japan.

Taking this opportunity we express our
gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and other bodies for the cooperation in the
preparation and publication of this handbook.
May, 1974

Tsuguaki Kawamura

Director, Bureau of Statistics

Office of the Prime Minister
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Todai-ji Temple, world’s largest wooden structure, in Nara.

1. SHORT HISTORY

Japan’s ancient history is covered with the mist of mythology.
Though her history is old, Japan is endowed with youthful energy
and a vital spirit and is constantly seeking to improve the old and
discover the new. Throughout her history, Japan has shown an
aptitude for the assimilation of foreign ideas and the adaptation of
foreign techniques to her own traditions. Today, Japan is a meet-
ing point between the new and the old, as well as the East and
the West, which are fused into a unique harmony. The following
short history should be helpful for an understanding of Japan.

THE EARLY JAPANESE: It is well known that life on the

Japanese archipelago existed in the neolithic age. The remains
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from this period indicate a life of primitive hunting, which lasted
for a few thousand years.

Recent excavations and research, however, indicate that the an-
cient Japanese can be traced back to the palaeolithic age. About a
century before Christ a new age of culture dawned in Japan, with
wet-rice cultivation. Research so far cannot answer definitively
whether the people who lived in Japan in those days were the
actual ancestors of the present-day Japanese.

It is probable that the Japanese of today emerged from the
mixing of several races.

ANCIENT TIMES: Japanese society was consolidated politi-
cally by the beginning of the fourth century. This ancient society
was ruled by an Imperial Family and related nobility. The former
continues to the present day.

During these early vears, Korea and China were the origin for
Japan’s arts, crafts and learning, on the basis of which Japan’s own
culture gradually developed. Through Chinese manuscripts, Japan
learned the rudiments of medicine, the secrets of the calendar
and astronomy, and philosophy. Tn 538, Buddhism was introduced
through China and Korea. Mahayana Buddhism, as well as Shinto,
Japan’s native religious faith, was an important element in the develop-
ment of Japanese culture.

Around the beginning of the eighth century, the first history
and geography of ancient Japan was compiled. An anthology of
poems, the Mannyoshu, which expressed the sentiments of the people
of that time was compiled. One of the oldest novels in the world,
the Genji-monogatari, was also written at about this time.

The capital of ancient Japan, which had moved from one place
to another in the Yamato district (Nara Prefecture), was finally
established in Nara city in the eighth century. It was transferred
to Kyoto, a few kilometres north of Nara, in the ninth century.
Here it survived the vicissitudes of the centuries and remained the
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capital until 1868. Visitors to the
Nara and Kyoto areas today can
still find remains and monuments
of the classic civilization which
bloomed in earlier days.

THE MEDIEVAL AGES:
During the period from the
thirteenth century to the
middle of the nineteenth
century, the semuwrai, or
warriors, held political
power, having replaced
the nobility. With the
rise and fall of sanmurai
families, who fought for
the political power, the
centre of the political scene
shifted to Kamakura, then
to Kyoto, and finally to Edo
(Tokyo).

[n 1192, Minamoto Yori-
tomo, head of the Minamoto clan,

defeated the Taira clan after a

. 4 1 ;
long series of clashes and estab- L =\ e

lished the Shogunate, a military Mihira, one of twelve divine warriors
government, at Kamakura and at Koful-ji Temple in Naca.
assumed all the administrative power that had previously been in
the hands of the Emperor in Kyoto. During the Kamakura period,

Bushido—the way of the samurai—or the ideals of Japanese chivalry,
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MODERN AGES: Since the end of the eighteenth century,
Japan was under increasing pressure to open her ports to foreign
traders.  Domestically, there were signs of decay in the feudalistic
socio- political system. Finally, in 1854, Japan concluded a treaty of
amity with the United States. This was followed by similar treaties
with other countries. Thus Japan opened her doors to the rest of
the world, signalling an end to nearly 300 years of isolation and the
beginning of participation in the world community. These events
had a major impact on social and political currents, which were al-
ready undermining the foundations of the feudalistic system. The
Shogunate collapsed in 1867, and full sovereignty was restored to
the Emperor in the following year. The new era was named Meiji.

The Meiji Restoration was like the bursting of a dam. behind
which had been accumulated the energy of centuries.  Japan set out
to achieve in only a few decades what had taken the West centuries
—the establishment of « modern nation, with modern industries,

modern political institutions, and a modern pattern of society. This

sudden release of energy was felt overseas. Japan engaged in the Sino-
Japanese War in 1891-95 and the Russo-Japanesc war in 1904-03.
By the end of World War I, which she entered in accordance with
the provisions of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 1902, Japan was
recognized as a major world power.

After being defeated in World War I, Japan experienced foreign
occupation for the first time in her history. After ncarly seven
vears of occupation by the Allied Powers. she regained her sover-
eignty in April, 1952, The territory of Okinawa Prefccture, previ-
ously under US occupation, was returned to Japan on May 15, 1972.

Today, Japan is a member of the world community as a demo-
Cratic state, Her national policy is to further the well-being of the

people and to foster the growth of a peaceful international
‘community.
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Serene garden with cherry blossoms.
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LAND

Japan is an island country
stretching along the northeastern
coast of Asia. It is made up of
four main  islands—Hokkaido,
Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu
from north to south—and more
than 3,000 smaller islands. The
longest span is 3,000 kilometres.
Hokkaido is less than 45 kilome-
tres from Sakhalin, and Kyushu
is 200 kilometres from Korea.
The largest island is Honshu,
with Japan’s major cities, includ-
ing Tokyo, the nation’s capital,
Yokohama, Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka
and Kobe. With a total land area
of 377,435 square kilometres,
Japan accounts for less than 0.3
% of the total land area of the
world. Its area is slightly larger
than that of Finland.

Japan is characterized by com-
plex geographical features, with
basins and mountains of various

(1) Islards

Name Area (km?)

All Jopan - 377 435
Honshu«- 230841
Hokkaido- -+~ 83511
Kyushu-eee- 42051
Shikoku - 18787
Okinawa - 2245

Land Area by

22402 1000km?

9363

8512

7687

3280

2177

377 (74 sapan

Country

Brazil

Australia

India

Argentina
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heights and shapes. About
80% of the land area is moun-
tainous, mostly forested. Mt.
Fuji, Japan’s most famous
mountain, is also the highest,
altitude of 3,776
metres. It has long been

with an

admired for its graceful sym-
metry and majestic beauty.

(2) Mountains

Name Height (m)
Fuji-samn «oooeeeeemreees 3776
Kita.-dahke ---oooveeeeeeeees | 3192
Hotaka.dake -++eooeeeeeee 3190
Yari-ga-take ----eeoeeeeee 3180
On-take ---rweereeereens 3063
Norikura-dake -+ - 3026
Tate-yama - ewweeeeees 3015
Asama-yama 2542
Myoko-san - 2446
Daisetsu-zan 2290
Zao-zan 1841
Dai-sen---- 1713
Aso_sﬁ-" ............... e 1592

(3) Rivers

Name Lensth of trurk
Shinano-gawa - 367
Teshio-gawa 3N
Tone-gawa - 298
Ishikari-gawa 262
Tenryu-gatva - 250
Kitakami-gawa 247
Mogami-gawa - 232
Abukuma-guica 225
Agano-gatwa e 210

1) The stream with muximum flux.
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Famous Mountains

m
8000.

Everest
{Asio)

Aconcagua
(America, S}

Kilimonjaro i
T £ McKinley
(Africa) (Americo,N.)
4807 )
4000 tont Blanc
(Europe) -
M. Fuji ;
{JAPAN)
2000 ’
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Japan has numerous hot springs (4) Lakes
and volcanoes, as well as rivers
. Name Area(km?) 1)
and lakes, which enhance the - R
scenic  be: , f th . trv Biwa-ko 6945
scenic  beauty o e country. Hachizo.gat g mmrer 29,2
Most rivers originate in moun- Kasumi-ga-ura - 177.8
. . RO eeeereeeenees 151.7
tainous areas and provide the Sarome-ko :
Inawashiro-ko - 104.0
source for much hydroelectric Noka-no.umi «weseeeeeees , 101.7
Hamana.ko --- 64,9
- . » -
power.  Unfortunately, Japan’s Towadu.to 8
location and topography make it Suwa-ko 14,2
the frequent viction of typhoons 1) Most of the uarea of lakes are
smaller than these figures because
and earthquakes. of recent reclamation work.
CLIMATE

Japan is located at the northeastern end of the monsoon area,
which also includes Korea, China, Southeast Asia, and India.
Japan’s climate varies from north to south, mainly due to the con-
tinental air current from the northwest and the oceanic air current
from the southeast. The seasons are clearly divided into spring,
summer, autumn and winter. In Tokyo the seasons have charac-
teristic features: temperature and humidity are high in summer,
moderate in spring and autumn, and low in winter. According to
the records of the past thirty years, from 1941 to 1970 the annual
average temperature in Tokyo was 15.0°C, with a low of 4.1°Cin
January and a high of 26.7°C in August. The annual precipitation
in Tokyo was 1,503 mm, compared with 208 mm in Teheran and
321 mm in Los Angeles, both located at a similar latitude. Japan
also enjoys many hours of sunshine throughout the year. Tokyo

averages 1,972 hours of sunshine a year.
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Temperature and Precipitation

1---Jen. 7--July Sapporo

L wakkanoi
i R
Yl

| 10

[P
4 ?l

--Feb. B---Aug.

~-Mar. 9--Sept.

“Apr. 10---Oct.

1
|
2

Moy 11-Nov.

oL oa wow

---Dec.

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS
Administratively, Japan is divided into 47 regional divisions

called prefectures, each having its own government. Actually, there
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is one to (Tokvo Metropolitan District), one do (Hokkaido), two fu
(Kyvoto and Osaka), and 43 ken.

Each prefecture is subdivided into sii (cities), machi (towns)
and mura (villages), all of which are local autonomous bodies. A
shi may be regarded as an urban area; machi and muwra, as rural
areas. As of March 1, 1974, there were 643 shi (regarding the ku
(ward) of Tokyo as one shi), 1,975 machi, and 658 mura.

Japan is also grouped into eight regions: Hokkaido, Tohoku,
Kanto, Chubu, Kinki, Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu.

In the Hokkaido and Tohoku regions, the latter being the
northern part of Honshu, there are several mountain ranges run-
ning from north to south. The temperature is rather low. These
regions contain relatively undeveloped areas, and agriculture, for-
estry, fisheries, and mining are the main industries. However, they
have experienced much development in recent vyears.

The rest of Honshu is divided into the Kanto, Chubu, Kinki,
and Chugoku regions. A few mountain ranges with many high
peaks run across Kanto and Chubu, but there are some large rivers
with delta plains.

The Keihin metropolitan area centred around Tokyo and
Yokohama in the Kanto region, and the Chukyo metropolitan area,
centred around Nagoya in the Chubu region, are two of the four
major metropolitan and industrial areas of Japan.

The Hanshin metropolitan area of Osaka, Kobe, and Kyoto in
the Kinki region, and the Kitakyushu industrial area, which occupies
the northern part of Kyushu, are the other two important indus-

trial-commercial areas.
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.
0 100  200km

01 IIOKKAIDO

.02 AOMORI

03 IWATE

04 MIYAGI

05 AKITA

06 YAMAGATA
07 FUKUSHIMA
08 [BARAKI

09 TOCHIGI

10 GUMMA

11 SATTAMA
12 CIIIBA

13 TOKYO

14 KANAGAWA

15 NIIGATA

16 TOYAMA
17 ISHIKAWA
18 FUKUI

19 YAMANASHI
20 NAGANO
21 GIFU

22 SHIZUOKA
23 AICHI

24 MIE

25 SHIGA

1 Sapporo
2) Aomori

‘3) Morioka

1) Sendai

5 Akita

6: Yamagata
7° Fukushima
8 \Mito

9" Ctsunomiya
30 Machashi
1t Urawa

12 Chiba

/ ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS

/e

26 KYO'TO
27 OSAKA

28 HYOGO

29 NARA

30 WAKAYAMA
31 TOTTORI
32 SHIMANE
33 OKAYA\MA
34 HIROSHINM A

13 Tokyo(Taw-aren35 YAMAGUCHI

J1 Yokohama
13 Kawasaki
16 Niigata
19 Toyama
18 Kanazawa
J% Fukui

20 Kofu

A Nagano
22 Gifu

2 Shizuoka
29 Nagoya
B Tsu

28 Otsu

36 TOKUSHIMA
37 KAGAWA

38 EHIME

39 KOCHI

40 FCKUOK\

41 SAGA

42 NAGASAKI
43 KUMAMOTO
44 OITA

45 MIYAZAKI
46 KAGOSHINMA
47 OKINAWA

OF JAPAN

27 Kyoto

28 Osaka

2 Sakai

32 Higashi-osaka
3 Kobe

32 \iagasaki
33 Nara

3 Wakavama
33 Tottori

3 Matsue

37 Okavama

38 Hiroshima

40 Toku<hima

A0 Takamatsu
42 \Matsuyama
12 Kachi

A Kitakvushu
43 Fukuoka
# Sawea

{h N:I;::l.\ilki

-

18 Kumamoto
9 Oita

3@ Mivazaki
3D Kagoshima
32 Naha

Cities with 500,000 or more inhabitants a< of October 1,

1970 and cities with prefectural governments,
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Handbook of Mother and Child Heaith.
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GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

In 1721 the Tokugawa Shogunate initiated a population census
to be taken every six years. Though the surveys were different
from modern censuses, it is generally believed that Japan’s popula-
tion remained stable at the level of approximately 30 million

(5) Growth of Population

! Average annua! increase

Year Population —_— Se— - e l":;"“l“}i?“
! Number ' Rate (S&) ensity
1872 . 34 £06 000 91
188C 36 649 000 230 000 0.65 96
1890 39 902 000 325000 0.85 105
1900 43847000 395 00 0,95 118
1910 49 184 C00 534CCO 1,16 129
1920 55943053 678 CO0 130 147
1925 59736 822 754754 1.31 157
1930 64 450 005 942637 1.53 169
1935 69 254 148 960 829 1.45 181
1940 71933000 535770 0.76 188
1945 72147 000 155994 0,22 196
1950 83199 637 2210527 2.89 226
1955 89275 529 1215178 1.42 242
1960 93418 501 828 594 0.91 253
1965 98274961 971292 1,02 266
1970 103 720 060 1089020 1.08 280
1971 105013985 1293925 1.25 284
1972 i 107 332 281 1349 245 1.28 288
1973 108710 108 1377 827 1,28 292

Source : Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime Minister.

throughout the Tokugawa Period.

With the Meiji Restoration, the population began to increase
steadily as the nation modernized. Between 1872 and 1973, the
population tripled from 34.8 million to 108.7 million.

In 1972, Japan ranked sixth in the world in terms of popu-
lation, after China, India, the USSR, the United States, and
Indonesia.

The population density of Japan is 292 persons per square



Picnic at a Natural Recreation Forest.

kilometre, making it among the most densely populated nations in
the world, along with the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands,
and Belgium.  The population growth rate was fairly high during
the first half of this century. It increased at an annual rate of
1.6 % during the 1925-35 period. Since 1936 the rate declined,
with the exception of 1945 through 1948, when the postwar *‘baby
boom” and the repatriation of Japanese from abroad caused a sharp
increase of 39. The rate reached a low of 0.859% in 1957.
After 1963 the growth rate regained the 19 level and currently
remains at approximately 1.2 9% per annum.

According to a projection of Japan’s future population made



19

by the Ministry of Welfare, the popu-
lation will continue to grow moderately
and will total 132 million by 2000 and
141 million by 2025.

Japan’s population is unevenly distrib-
uted among the prefectures. According
to the 1973 population estimates, the
most populous prefectures are Tokyo,
Osaka, and Kanagawa, with populations
of 11.5, 81, and 6.1 million, respec-
tively.  On the other hand, Tottori,
Fukui, and Shimane Prefectures have the
lowest populations of 572, 758, and 764
thousand, respectively.

The rate of population growth also

varies markedly from one prefecture to

another. During the fifty years from

1920 through 1970, the total population
of the seven major prefectures, i.e., Tokyo, Kanagawa, Aichi,
Kyoto, Osaka, Hyogo, and Fukuoka grew by 164 %, Hokkaido, by
120 9, and the other 39 prefectures, by 54 %.

In the between-census period from 1965 to 1970, 26 prefectures
registered population gains, while the remaining ones showed
losses.

At present, about 70 % of the Japanese live in cities. Of this
urban population, 589 are concentrated in the “Big Four”
metropolitan areas, comprising the eleven prefectures around Tokyo,
Osaka, Nagoya, and Kitakyushu.

Medium-sized cities in other areas, like Sapporo, Sendai,
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Population Density (1973)

I 2000 and over
(A 1000 195
(MM 500999
300499

(I 200 - 259

100 —199

D Under 99 persons

0 100 200km

: 1 ates.
and Hiroshima also attract people at rapid rate 1060-1965.  net
1 - ’
In contrast to the between-census period of 1¢ < oach of
. ¢ mn
population inflow during 1965-1970 showed a decrease -
- res d
he four major urban areas. The census shows that 1 to
t e 18 < . i . e ’lll(
. < e dareas d
areas tend to diminish in the central parts of thes
<

expand in the surrounding areas.
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(6) Population and Area by Prefecture (1973)

1) Figures for prefec-
tures do not add up
to the total because of
the cxclusion of the
arcas in dispute of
the boundaries.

Source: Bureau of Sta.

tistics, Office of the
Prime Minister.
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Japan

Prefecture

Hokkaido
Hokkaido

Honshu
Tohoku region

Aomori-len
Twate-ken
Miyagi-ken
Akita-ken
Yamagata-ken
Fukushima-ken

Kanto region
Ibaraki-ken
Tochigi-ken
Gunma-ken
Saitama-ken
Chiba.ken
Tokyo-to
Kanagawn-ken

Chubu region
Niigata-len
Toyema-ken
Ishikawa-ken
Fukui-ken
Yamanashi-ken
Nagano-ken
Gifu-ken
Shizuoka-ken
Aichi-ken

Kinki region
Mie-ken
Shiga-ken
Kyoto-fu
Osoka-fu
Hyogo.-ken
Nara-ken
Wakayama.ken

Chugoku region
Tottori-ken
Shimane-ken
Okayama-ken
Hiroshima-ken
Yamaguchi-ken

Shikoku
Tokushima-ken
Kagawa-ken
Ehime-ken
Kochi-ken

Kyushu
Fukuoka-ken
Saga-ken
Nagasaki-ken
Kumamoto-ken
Oita-ken
Mivazaki-ken

Kagoshima-ken

Okinawa
Okinawa-ken

|

Population
1000)

108710

86 457
9060
1437
1361
1883
1223
1212
1945

31 530
2246
1651
1719
4474
3833

11 534
6072

18769
235%
1053
1035
758
770
1699
1821
3231
5751

19 900
1591
943
2348
8059
4872
1028
1059

7198
572
764

1767

2571

1524

3947
791
935

1431
79

12081

4125
824

1546

1677

1163

1052

1693

993
993

Area
(km?)

377 435
83511
83511

230841
66 954
9614
15276

4722

31 841
3462
6626
7083
8 449
6091

18787
4145
1876
5661
7106

42081
4934
2416
4098
7 391
6326
7734
9151

2245
2245

1) Population
density

292
67
67

375
135
149

89
258
105
130
141

977
369
257
270
1178
752
5382
2548

281
188
248
247
181
173
146
172
416
1126

250

210
191
498

287
836
341

377
227
184
136
185

442
442
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(7) Population of Cities with 500,000 or More Inhabitants
(October 1, 1970)

City Ponulation (1000 R“'lr‘.)g;{—“l";ﬁ;.““- Area km® l’(:;:‘:“:::'\nn
Tokyo(lu-area) 8841 --0.4 577 15320
Osaka-- 2920 -5.6 206 14497
Yokohama-- 2238 25.1 421 5313
Nagoya -+ 2026 5.2 326 6252
Kvoto 1419 4.0 611 2324
Kobe 1239 5.9 537 240
Kitakyushu 1042 -0.0 466 223
SAPPOTO <wovrrrrvererreeas 1010 23,0 1118 934
Kawasaki 973 13,9 120 7488
Fukuoka £s3 13.8 243 3517
Sakai «oeeee 594 27,4 132 4500
Amagasaki - 554 10,6 4 11318
Sendaiceeee 545 13.3 237 2301
Hiroshima 542 7.5 87 6248
Higashi.osaka oot 5C0 12.9 62 8096

Source: Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime Minister.

Rates of Population Increase by Distance from Centres, of
Metropolitan Areas (1955~1970)

Tokyo

1960 ~65

Osaka

Increase,

oo

and over
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BIRTH AND DEATH RATES
Japan’s population growth is caused mainly by the excess of

births over deaths, for the net migration to or from abroad has

Birth and Death Rates by Country
= JAPAN Germany, Fed.Rep. U.s.

30 Birth rate J4F JF .

P PPPTIU b TRUIN PR 1U1 | PPN TOUUY PUOTY TUIT FRUVE PN | POV FUVIN ORI VN PN
1950 55 60 65 70 1950 55 60 65 70 1950 55 60 65 70
USSR Sweden Mexico

40

30
20
g
4
£10
2
LY PUVTTSUPE FURVE FUURY FRIVE PN | PV PV VRUTY DUUL FUURT PN | PUOU TRVOT IPON I
= 1950 55 60 65 70 1950 55 60 65 70 1950 55 60 65 70

long been negligible. In 1972, there were 2,039 thousand births
(19. 3 per thousand) against 684 thousand deaths (6.5 per thousand).
The resultant increase in population was 1,355 thousand (12. 8 per
thousand). On the other hand, the number of immigrants into
this country was 2,239 thousand and that of emigrants 2,261
thousand, resulting in a net decrease of 22 thousand.

The birth rate was 32.4 per thousand in 1930. It peaked
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At 34.3 births per thousand in 1947. Since then the rate has
dropped radically, registering a record low of 16.9 per thousand in
1961. It has risen slightly in recent years and was 19.3 in 1972.
jI‘he average birth rate was 20.9 and 17. 5 per thousand respectivel)r
in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

On the other hand, before the war Japan’s death rate ranged
between 17 to 18 per thousand. In postwar years, however, infant
mortality, including as well as deaths from acute epidemics, tuber-
culosis, and other diseases, has sharply decreased. due to remarkable
Progress in medical science and the improvement of medical fa-
cilities,

The death rate fell to 7.0 per thousand in 1963 and dropped
further to 6.5 per thousand in 1972. The average mortality raté
Was 8.6 in the 1950°’s and 7.1 in the 1960's.

Consequently, the life expectancy at birth of the Japanese,
which in 1935 stood at 47 vears for men and 50 ycars for women,
has increased by more than 20 years, reaching 70.5 years for males
and 75.9 years for females in 1972.

(8) Vital Statistics

: ‘ an or- Expectntion of life
Year Births | Deaths ; ?rlnilr::ntlt lllxlnflillyl :ll:lu :Ill birth D

e = - (per 1000 - _—

per 1000 persons live births) Male Female
Av. 193337 30.8 17.4 133 15,1 46,92 49,63
1947 —49 33.6 12,7 20.9 67.0 50,06 53.96
1950—54 23.7 9.4 14,3 52,1 59.57 62,97
1955—59 18.1 7.8 10,3 37.7 63,60 67.75
1960—64 17.2 7.3 9.9 25.9 65,32 70,19
1965 18,6 7.1 1.4 18.5 67.74 72,92
1968 18.6 6.8 1.8 15.3 69,05 74,30
1969 18.5 6.8 1.7 14,2 69.18 74,67
1970 18,8 6.9 1.8 13.1 69.33 74.71
1971 19.2 6.6 12,6 12, 4 70,17 75.58
1972 19 3 6.5 12.8 1n.7 70, 49 75.92

1) For 1933—37 and 1950—54, averages of 1935 to 36 and 1950 1o 52, respectively.
For 1947—49, 1955—59 and 1960—64, at the first year of the period.
Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare.
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The age composition of Japan’s population, as expressed in the
conventional population pyramid form, is undergoing a gradual
change.

The typical structure of the prewar days, with the childhood
population (under 14 years of age) forming a broad base, was some-

what distorted by 1970 as a result of the sharp decrease in the

(9) Population by Age and Sex (1973)
(1000 persons)

Age . Total * Male ' Female Age Total Male ' Female
All ages i 108710 53331 55379 4549 6864 3346 3518
0— 4 9866 5072 4793 5054 5265 2306 2959
5— 9 8573 4386 4187 f6—59 4537 2051 2485
10—14 8007 4087 3921 60—64 4110 1879 2231
15—19 8166 4149 4017 65—69 3149 1460 1690
20—24 10 296 5136 5160 70—74 2 441 1093 1348
2529 i 9561 4737 4824 75—79 1 488 624 864
30—34 | 8940 4440 4500 80—84 ‘ 735 276 459
3539 8434 4210 4224 85 years 347 107 239
40—44 7931 3972 3959 and over

Source: Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime Minister.

childhood population. The childhood population accounted for
24.3% of the total population, while the adult population (15 to
64 years) was 68.29%, and the aged population (65 years and older),
7.5%.

In 1973 the population of productive age—the adult population
—reached an all-time high of 74 million, a result of the temporary
phenomenon of the postwar ‘‘baby boom’ years.

Since 1965, a decline in the birth rate has brought about a
downward trend in the rate of increase of the productive age
population. If this trend continues, and indications are that it
will, the nation will sooner or later have to cope with such serious

problems as an intensified shortage of young workers and an ever-
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Population Pyramid

France (1968)
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Girls in classical costume picking narcissus.
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AGRICULTURE
As of January 1973, the number of farm houscholds in Japan
totalled 5.1 million, showing a decline of on¢ million households

from 1960. This decline, however, took place predominantly among

(10) Farm Households
(1000 households)

' o By l_y[:_v.:ul c‘nung--mcnt_—ﬂ Rate of
Year Total | Part-time Increase
" . ) |
p Fulltime ol Mainly Mainly . (24
- o ) _'_n_ . farming otner job .
1960 ! 6057 2078 3979 2036 1942 0.2
1965 | 5665 1219 4 446 2081 2365 -6.5
1970 | 5342 832 4510 1802 2709 5.7
1971 5261 798 4462 1566 2896 -1.5
1972 5170 743 4427 1 404 3023 -7
1973 1) | 5100 875 4425 1303 3122 -1.4
I By size of cultivated land ‘Cultiw‘!’lrd land
Year T - | | - .-~ -—— per farm
houschold
l 0.4ha. 0.5—0.9 1.0—1.4 | 15—1.9 | 2.0—2.9 3.0— heetare)
T 100 ! 2302 1923 1014 417 233 151 .00
1965 2118 1775 955 416 238 150 1.06
1970 2012 1614 876 410 256 161 1.08
1971 | 1918 1621 1285 437 1,09
1972 1922 1580 1238 430 1.10
1973 1) 1918 1 55% 1202 424

1' Excluding data for Okinawa Prefecture.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

those farm households with less than 2 hectares of farmland,
whereas the number of farm households with 2 or more hectares
of farmland was on the increase. The average area of farmland
per farm household was 1.1 hectares, households with less than 1
hectare of farmland accounting for 68% of the total.

Throughout the 1960’s, the number of part-time farm house-

holds, with some members employed in industry, increased greatly
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until it accounted for 86.89 of all farm households in 1973. The
huge number of part-time farm households contributed greatly to
the gross income of the farming community, 68.49% of which was
derived from non-agricultural activities.

The farm population, which numbered 24. 4 million persons in
January 1973, represented a decrease of 10. 0 million, compared with
34. 4 million in 1960, while the percentage of the farm population to
the total population fell from 36.8% to 22.49 during the same
period.

Of the 19 million persons 16 years old and over in farm house-
holds, 8.5 million were engaged in farming in 1973, down 41.6 95
from 1960. On the other hand, those members engaged in non-
agricultural activities amounted to 7.0 million persons, an increase

(11)  Form Population !

(1000 persons)

Item 1950 1955 1970 | 1972 1973

Total farm population «ereeeeeseereeee 34411 30083 26282 24989 24 384
Houschold members over |

6 years of age -woeeeee- | 22486 20 559 19 6C4 19017 18720
Working members o 19462 17 396 17010 15826 15 505
Engaging in farming - - 14 542 11514 10 252 9002 8487
Engaging in other jobs - . 4921 5882 6758 6824 7018
Non-working members --ooeeeeees 3024 3203 2594 3191 3216

1) For 1373, excluding data for Okinawa Prefecture.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

of 42.69% over 1960. These structural changes in the farm popu-
lation were accompanied by aging of the farm labour force and an
increasing proportion of female labour force. In fact, 709 of
those engaged in farming were males over 60 or females.

The total area of cultivated land showed a slight decrease of 7%
since 1962, in contrast to the expansion of urban land. It amounted
to 5.7 million hectares, or 15.49 of the total land area, in 1972,

The area of cultivated land per capita was 0.05 hectare,
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Cultivated Area per Capita (1971)

0.395
(hectares)

0.836

0.431

Meadows and Pastures
2.6
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significantly lower than the world
average of 0.4 hectare.
food

for her people is not an easy task

Production of sufficient
for Japan. However, enough rice
was grown in Japan for the first
time in 1966,

Japan’s agriculture is based
mainly on the family enterprise,
with average land holdings of
only 1. 1 hectares, but productivity
is very high.  To assure adequate
production of such staple foods as
rice and wheat, the government

Land Use of Japan

Forests
69.0¢

Other13.8

Caltivated land
14.6

introduced various measures, in-
cluding the commitment to buy
harvests at

the Food

all rice and wheat

official prices under
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Control Law. Today, in view of the excessive production of rice,
farmers are being encouraged to divert to other crops.
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION: Rice, which is Japan’s main
crop, accounted for 369 of the totai value of agricultural produc-
tion in 1972. Because it is a profitable crop for farm households,

(12) Agricultural Production

(Area in 1000 hectares and quantity in 1000 tons)

Year Aren planted ! Production l\“:f‘lfrg"'zﬂ Imports ‘ colz::‘rg;'t'fon
Rice 1)
1960 3308 12858 3.89 219 12618
1965 3255 12409 3.81 1 052 12993
1970 2923 12 689 4,34 15 12200
1971 2695 10887 4. 04 10 13333
1972 ‘ 2640 11 889 4.50 1 1310i
Wheat 2)
1960 602 1531 2.54 2660 3965
1965 476 1 287 2.70 3532 4 631
1970 229 474 2.07 4621 5207
1971 166 440 2. 65 4726 5206
1972 114 284 2,49 . 5269 5323
i Barley 2)
1960 402 1 206 3,00 30 1165
1965 l 245 721 2,94 512 1271
1970 146 418 2,86 1072 1474
1971 | 13 364 3.22 1138 1556
1972 89 250 2 .81 143) 1718

1) 12 months ending October of the year stated.
2) 12 months beginning July of the year stated.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

rice accounted for 51% of their farming income. Rice production
totalled 11.9 million tons in 1972, a decrease of 9.22; compared
with the previous year. The annual per capita consumption of
rice reached a maximum of 118 kg in 1962 and declined thereafter,
reaching 92 kg in 1972.

The total production of wheat and barley was 0.5 million tons
in 1972, a decrease of 33.6% from the previous vear. The ratio
of wheat and barley production in value to the total agricultural
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Cucumber cuitivation in a hothouse,
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output dropped to 0.7% in 1972 from 5.8% in 1960. Demand
for wheat increased every year despite the decreasing domestic
production. As a result, imports rose year after year until they

(12)  Agricultural Production (Continued)
(1000 tons)

Ttem I 1960 1965 | 1970 1971 ¢ 1972

Potutoes -- 3594 4056 3611 327 3533
Soybeans, dried 418 230 126 122 127
Muize, dried 13 75 33
Cucumbersg eeeereeeeenee 462 773 965 1000 1048
Tomatoes 242 532 790 851 867
Eggplant 449 623 722 755 737
Cabbages: - --ooereeeeeennes 686 1157 1437 1457 1494
Chinese cabbages - 998 1541 1739 1764 1756
Spinach 231 322 363 372 370
Welsh onions . 410 568 614 611 603
ONIONS ++veererererennnnnnians 401 860 973 1041 1103
Japanese radishes -+ 2859 3088 2748 2914 2828
Taros - 496 478 542 558 520
Mundarin oranges 894 1331 2552 2489 3 568
Apples «-oeeeeee 876 1132 1021 1006 959
Grapes . 155 225 234 242 269
Japanese pears---- v 240 346 445 429 447
Peaches 170 229 279 262 248
Persimmons 337 346 343 303 307
Tobacco 121 193 150 149 145
Crude ten - 78 77 91 93 95
Sugar beets 1074 1813 2332 2197 2760

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

amounted to 5.3 million tons in 1972, accounting for 999 of
domestic consumption.

Vegetable production stood at 15. 8 million tons in 1972, The
share of vegetables in total agricultural production was 15. 8%.
following rice. Due to the introduction of sophisticated methods
of vegetable cultivation in recent years, seasonal variations in
shipment volume have diminished markedly.

Pulse production was 0.5 million tons in 1972, of which soy
beans constituted 0.1 million tons. On the other hand, soy beans



34
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

im alle . . .
ports totalled 3.4 million tons in 1972, supplying 979 of the

domecs:.. L
Omestic demand, which increased every vear.

Indexes of Agricultural Production ‘1970 100

300(\
\ Agriculture
ol \ Rice
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20 \\ ////\\\ == Livestock
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STt el ! ! ! 1 | !
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t‘onsf;o;K-RA's'NG: Following changes in the. pattern .of food
Sllbst;m:?,tlon of the. Jupzmcse.. llves.tock production .hns increased
14. 50, .'«l]],\-'. and its sha.rc in agricultural production rose from

/f’ In 1960 to 26.4% in 1972. The percentage of farm house-
t:l;lS;?C?me from livestock farming also rose from 179 in 1960

70 1n 1972
Pius,Als(;';fsFe]~)n-mry' 1973, 3.6 million h.cu‘(l of cuflle. 7.5 millfon
s h': million layers, and 80.2 million broilers were being

¥ farm households.

Meat production was 1.7 million tons in fiscal 1972, 5 times
.m()“' than in 1960. Because of the increasing demand for meat,
'lm[j‘orrs also expanded every year, amounting to 430 thousand tons
In fiscal 1972, per capita daily meat consumption was 42 g in that
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(13) Livestock
(1000)
ltem 1950 1965 1970 1972 1973
o LT i 1804 1819 1780
Milk cows . 824 1289
Beef cattle - 8 2340 1886 1789 1749 1818
Pigseeeeeer 1918 3976 6335 6925 7 490
Horses «o-rereeeeseeserens [T ) 673 322 137 97 79
GRS -+evermrrrreeraserersssssanassaneas ‘ 561 325 161 130 137
Hens and chickens \
. 120 197 169 789 164 034 163512
Layers 52153
Broilers 18279 53742 67 922 80177
1) For 1973, excluding data for Okinawa Prefecture.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
year. This figure is
u. sk 3 still low compared to
§ European and Amer-
USSR ican countries, such
SAPAN | as the United States
. : (310 g), France (256g),
ermany, . .
F.R. and the United King-

France 1. ‘

SRS

Unit: 500 thousand tons

Production of Cow Milk by Country (1972)
vsse i O
—0—0—8—@— i
uU. S.
i .

Fronce 8 IR I

Germany, )
g 11
JAPAN i

Unit: 10 million tons

dom (209 g).
4.9 million

In 1972,
tons of
milk were produced in
Japan, 2.6 times more
in 1960. Daily
per capita consumption

than

of milk and milk prod-
ucts jumped from 70 g
in 1960 to 142g in
1972.
consumption, however,

This per capita

is still below the Euro-
pean and American

levels.
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Egg production increased every year, reaching 1.8 million tons
in 1972.  With this figure, Japan ranked fourth in the world,
following the United States, China, and the USSR. Daily per
capita consumption of eggs was 40 g in 1972, nearly the same as

in Europe and America.

(14) Production of Meat, Cow Milk ond Hen Eggs

CFons)
Item 1960 ' 1965 | 1970 | 19m1 | 1972
" Cottle and calves-oeee 142450 216261 278011 296173 317 445
Pigs: oeeeee 147318 407 238 734 294 843244 885306
Horses 23662 19 896 10 697 10388 7058
Chikens . 69 658 309 572 352745 423 467
Hens and cocks 36105 71427 70683 78 503

Cow milk

| 886 997 3220547 4761 469 4819834 4938793
Hen cgrs .o .ee

1733 669 1 801 319 1794076

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

FORESTRY
In 1972, Japan’s forest land covered 25.2 million hectares, or
nearly 709% of the total land area. Of the total, 589% were pri-
vately owned, and 42% owned by the central and local governments.
Japan stretches from north to south and is blessed with various
kinds of forest resources, which are estimated at 2.1 billion cubic

(15) Forest Land Area and Forest Resources (April 1, 1972)

Item i Total ! National ' Public Private
Forest land arca (1000 ha.)-------- 25208 8030 2574 14 604
Growing stock (1000 m?) of
Artificinl forests «coeoreeeerieienn . 686 060 127 902 55796 502362
Conifcious - i 672046 118106 54 984 498 956
Broadlecaved ; 14014 9796 812 3406
Natural forests ! 1414 514 717 289 136 307 560918
Coniferous - l 401 460 256721 24923 119816
Broadleaved 1013054 460568 111384 441102

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
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metres of wood. Natural forests comprised 679, and artificial
forests, 33% of total forest land. Trees were divided about equally
hetween coniferous and broadleaved types.

Although the demand for wood, especially for timber, has
increased greatly every year, log production has stagnated since
1968 and was limited to 43.1 million cubic metres in 1972. Thus,
imports of wood from abroad reached 48.5 million cubic metres,
and the share of imported wood in domestic consumption rose from
129% in 1960 to 53% in 1972.

(16) Roundwood Production
(1000 cubic metres)

By species . By use
Year . Coniferous | Broadleaved I s

Tota!l 1‘{‘"08(5 7 forests _iaLlogs_ . —l’ulp\\_'ond o ‘,‘(’I."Ps o
1960 48515 37070 . 11445 33817 8877
1965 49 534 34954 ’ 14 580 34124 7673 3531
1969 46 062 27 839 18223 28890 6651 6975
1970 45351 26791 18 560 27 362 6 566 8280
1971 45253 26025 19228 , 26325 6019 9912
1972 43114 25646 17468

T 726433 4427 9440

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

FISHERIES

Since she is surrounded by ocean, Japan enjoys geographic
advantages for fishing. Japan’s prominent position among the
world’s fishing nations, however, is due not only to her favourable
location but also to her efforts in pioneering new fishing grounds
and introducing advanced fishing techniques.

Fishery production, excluding whales, has continued to rise rap-
idly since 1965, registering an all-time high of 10.2 million tons
in 1972, Sea-surface fishing accounted for 929% of the total fish
catch.  Catches by pelagic fishing, off-shore fishing, and coastal
fishing amounted to 3.9 million tons, 3.6 million tons, and 1.9
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million tons, respectively, in 1972.  Production of eels, salmon,

carp, and other products of fish farms increased, registering 0. 66
million tons in 1972. However, the culture of pearls declined in
recent years, and cultured pearl production dropped 125 tons in 1967

to 42 tons in 1972. Japan ranks second in the world in total fish

Catch of Largest Fishing Countries (1971}

rers (N N O (B (B(B (S
JAPAN 4‘ii(Hjii(4!E?(3qE?(f1E?(31i‘(31iI'(ﬂiii‘::=;:§::::::ilii
st (B ((q ‘
Norwoy :((22(‘
|n;:|i<; 6(6 ) 6( Million tons
Thailand (<l

catch, after Peru, which outstripped Japan in 1962

Whaling is still active in Japan, although,

Catches
. Sce s h
on a decreasing trend since 1965 due to whalin

ave been
g Testrictiong

A7) Management Units and Fishing Crofts

(1972)
Management Kingd
sment units and ton .

Form of.munaﬂ‘r B of »’j"—j'nnn crr:I(‘[TL ! Grosy |
e e A
otal T !
Sole proprietorS}f_lns 1804 p 2 6]

. anies 582 ¢!
(I;(i,:‘u‘:r)' coopratives” 5287 63.5

int management “" 89 23465
va't schools, etc. ™ 4537
Go 321

Agriculture

rce: Ministry of
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(18) Persons Employed in Fisheries

(1000 tons)

Employed persons 1965 1969 1970 1971 1972
Both Sexegeereseesen: LT Te12  sv2  s70 525 508
503 474 454 433 420
. 254 224 210 193 181
................. . 176 178 173 172 173
€60 and over - 72 72 70 67 66
Female - X 110 118 116 93 89

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

In Japan, the largest proportion of marine catch is consumed
as food. Per capita daily consumption of fish and shellfish has
decreased every year. It was 92.7g in 1972, which is presumed
to be the highest in the world. Protein from fish and shellfish
was estimated at 20.4g on a daily average and provided 50.5 9% of
the animal protein in the Japanese diet.

Today, the Japanese diet has been considerablly affected by
the decrease in fish catches due to ocean pollution and intensified
international fishing restrictions on the high seas and along con-
tinental shelves.

(19) Catches by Fisheries

(1000 tons)
Total Marine fisheries Culture in; Inland .
Year (cxcl. - shallow fisheries EthILng)
whnling) Pelagic - | Offshore \ Constal sea and culture| {PUmMber
Tseo | 6193 1410 2515 1893 285 %0 19649
1965 6908 1733 2787 1861 380 146 26 986
1969 8613 3165 2948 1863 473 164 17 409
1970 9318 3429 3278 1891 549 168 16 887
1971 9 909 3674 3 540 1935 609 151 16419
1972 10213 3905 3588 1907 648 165 14 577

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
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Automobile manufacturing.
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MINING AND MANUFACTURING

Prior to World War II, Japan was already highly indus-
trialized, although the emphasis was on light industry, such as
textiles.

It was only after the war that Japan started building up heavy
and chemical industries, including the machinery industry. As
Japanese industry suffered severe damage during the war, in 1946
the production index dropped to 30 9% of the prewar level (average
for 1934-36). However, it experienced amazing recovery and
growth. Production began to follow an upward trend in 1948,
reaching the prewar level by 1951 and exceeding the wartime peak

(1944) by 1955.

(20) Indexes of Industrial Production
1970 =100

Public Miningand Manufacturing

Year | General it ; monufac- . Mining - - —
' utilities | turing ' . Total l'g{'cc"lnd Machinery

1945 1) 20.5 20,1 21.0 44,3 19.6 13,1 16.4
1950 1) 23.0 38.8 22,3 63.6 20.4 229 1.9
1955 . 13.4 191 13.2 70,4 12,5 10,2 5.4
1960 | 28.3 34,9 280 89.9 27.4 23.8 18.8
1965 ' 48.9 57.1 48.6 97.1 48,1 43,3 37.4
1971 102, 7 1061 102, 6 94.5 102.7 96.8 102, 4
1972 110, 2 15,1 1101 87.5 110.3 1047 111.0
1973 129.5 129.7 129.5 82.2 130.0 1294 137.7
o B Manutacturing (continued) ~ B

. M N des o

Year ‘q(t':r::‘m;iz') Chemicals !"c':‘r]ul(;:lrin Rubber p‘"“"‘i and Textiles F%Odsl;f‘ﬁf
. ' products . _products I andiobacco
1945 1) 8.5 10.8 5.8 5.8 S.0 5.5 20.3
1950 1) 26.2 20.8 1"t 26,0 21 .4 26,4 33.5
1955 17.9 12,6 7.9 15.3 15,7 28.2 34,5
196C 35.4 25.7 19.8 37.8 34,2 455 44 4
1565 56.5 46.2 43.6 55,1 56,7 65,9 74.2
1971 101.6 105.6 109.6 1041 1024 103.9 1031
1972 108, 5 1120 4.6 110.8 108, 7 1053 108, 9
1573 125.6 1285 136.8 127.9 123.3 1142 1142

1. Weighted by value added. Prior to 1955, base: 1950 =100.
Souurce: Ministry of Internationa! Trade and Industry.
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Thereafter, stimulated by increased demand for industrial
products of high quality, the Japanese economy grew rapidly, and
in recent years heavy and chemical industries have come to dom-
inate the industrial structure.

The production index increased 2.7 times during the ten vears
from 1964 to 1973.

Indexes of Industrial Production by Country (1963--100)
300 Germany.FR. | [U.K. U.s. USSR
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According to 1972 figures, production of machinery, including
transportation equipment and precision instruments, accounted for
38 % of total manufactures in terms of value added. Chemicals,
food and beverages, textiles, and iron and steel accounted for the
99, 8%, 10 %, and 7 % respectively. The total value of these
products accounted for about two-thirds of total manufactures.

Durable consumer goods, such as automobiles and electrical
appliances, underwent phenomenal expansion due to rising income
of the people. Ceramics, cement, glass, chemicals, and petroleum
products also shot up a rapid pace.

Due to the decline of the coal mining indu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>