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NOTE 

This volume is based on the 172-page hookl<!t 
by an anonymous author, Choscn-shi no Sh ir11bc 
(Korean History Handbook), which was published 
by the Government-General of Chosen in 19:37. 
In this English version, however, some passages 
in the original that were heavily Japan-centered 
have been omitted and corrections have been made, 
including an entirely new chapter on the period 
of Japanese rule of Korea up to 1945. 
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PERIODS 

Before discussing the history of Korea in this small book, 
it would be well to give first a rough description of the 
periodization most frequently used by historians. According 
to the customary system, the entire course of this peninsula 
country's history is divided into the following six periods: 

1) Ancient Ch'ao-hsien Kingdoms 
2) Lo-lang Province and the Three Hans 
3) Three Kingdoms 
4) Unified Sill a 
5) Koryo 
6) Choson (Yi Dynasty) 
The period of Ancient Ch'ao-hsien Kingdoms actually 

covers two eras. The first is the reign of Chi-tzu (Ki-ja), a 
prince of the Yin Dynasty of China and his descendants, 
corresponding to the Chou and Ch'in Dynasties in Chinese 
history. The second is the dynasty founded by Wei l\Ian (Wi­
man) who was exiled from Yen State in Northern China in 
the Former Han period and replaced a descendant of Chi-tzu. 

The period of the Lo-lang Province and the Three Hans, 
which followed the Ancient Ch'ao-hsien Kingdoms, goes back 
some 2,000 years. Tu be exact, it was in 108 B.C. that Wu-ti, 
the famous Emperor of Han, defeated \Vei You-ch'ii, a 
grandson of Wei 1\ian, captured the Korean Peninsula and 
governed it by dividing !t into four provinces. Lo-lang was 
one of these provinces, the other three being Lin-t'un, 
Hsiian-t'u and Chen-fan. Lin-t'un and Chen-fan were abolish­
ed in 25 years followed by Hsiian-t'u, and before long Lo-lang 
with its political center in the present P'yongyang became 
the only province in all of Korea. Thus the period came to be 
known by that name. 
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The Lo-lang Province ceased to exist in 313 A.D. after 
lasting some 400 years. The last 100 years of the period are 
sometimes known as the Lo-lang-Tai-fang period, because 
another province, Tai-fang, was in existence in the southern 
part of Lo-lang during that time. 

However, about the same time as the Lo-lang era, a people 
known as Han occupied the southern part of the Korean 
Peninsula. They were composed of three sub-groups: Ma-han, 
Che'n-han and Pien-ch'en. They were usually known as San­
han (Three Hans). Thus this 400-year period is generally 
called the Lo-lang-San-han period. 

Lo-lang Province was overthrown by the Koguryo people 
who moved southward from the upper reaches of the Yalu 
River. Together with Paekche and Silla, two nations which 
grew out of the Three Hans, Koguryo composed the Three 
Kingdoms. The era of the Three Kingdoms lasted for about 
350 years after the Lo-lang Province perished. It ended when 
Paekche and Koguryo were conquered by the T'ang (China) 
to leave only Siila as an independent nation on the Korean 
Peninsula. 

The transition of rulers went on rather uneventfully there­
after. The 260-year Silla period was succeeded by the Koryo 
period of the Wang Family which lasted 460 years. Finally, 
there came the Chason Dynasty of the Yi Family which 
ruled Korea for half a millennium. 
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DAWN OF THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA 
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The days of the Ancient Ch'no-hsien Kingdoms saw the 
dawn of culture on the Korean Peninsula. The first state on 
the peninsula to appear in historical documents, l1owever 
faintly, is the Ch'ao-hsien Principate of Chi-tzii who was a 
prince of the late Yin Dynast~· of China. This Principate, 
also called Chi Dynasty, lasted until about 200 B.C. 

The second state to appc:>ar on the peninsula was the Ch'ao­
hsien Kingdom establi!:hed by Wei :\Ian who overthrew the 
Chi Dynasty. Like Chi-tzii, Wei l\Ian, a former subject of 
Yen, was an exile from Chin:l. 

Chi Chun, the ruler of Ch'ao-hsien at that time, trusted 
the Chinese exile and awarded him a post of great impor­
tance only to be betrayed and driven off the throne. Wei l\Ian 
became the ruler but his descendants ruled for only three 
generations-less than 100 years-before their kingdom was 
conquered by Wu-ti, the great Emperor of Han Chinn. 

The political and cultural center in the days of the Ancient 
Kingdoms is believed to have been situated in the area where 
P'yungyang now stands-also the seat of the Lo-lang Pro­
Yincinl Government. Thus the basin along the Tnedong River 
is considered the setting of the origin of Korean culture. 

Among the tribes which lived in the neighboring areas and 
•·eccived the benefits of this culture through contact with the 
two Kingdoms of Ancient Korea, were Chen-fan and Lin­
t'un; if the scope of influence is interpreted more widely, 
~:mch tribes as Wei and Mo might also be included. Worthy 
of note during this period is the submission of Nan-Iii, the 
chief of Wei in the east, with his 280,000 subjects, to Han 
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about 20 years before the fall of the Wei Dynasty (about 
128 B.C.). The Chinese established a new province named 
Ts'ang-hai in the area where Nan-Iii's people lived. Although 
the exact location of this province is not known, and the 
province existed for only three years, there is little doubt 
that Nan-Iii was a tribal chief in Korea. The fact that a 
Chinese province was established in that area prior to the 
founding of the four provinces, such as Lo-lang is significant, 
as it indicates a direct extension of political rule by Han 
China. A more detailed explanation of this period is needed 
before we proceed to the Lo-lang era. 

From archaeological chronology, the establishment of a 
Chinese province among the native Korean tribes means the 
importation of metal ware into the stone age. 

Leaving the historical documents for a moment, let us 
consider the relics and remains left by the inhabitants of 
the Korean Peninsula in those ancient days and spread 
roughly all over the peninsula. Those which are archae­
ologically considered the most ancient are similar to those 
discovered in Japan and Manchuria. It is only natural that 
concentrations of remains are found along the shores of the 
Yellow Sea and the Japan Sea on the east and west sides of 
the peninsula, and along such rivers as the Yalu, the Tumen, 
the Taedong, the Han and the Naktong. But in Korea and 
Manchuria vestiges of these ancient people are also found, 
not only in places near rivers and seashores, but in hills and 
on mountain tops. This phenomenon is a continental peculi­
arity. 

From remains unearthed, it is apparent that the inhabi­
tants of the peninsula had contact with the Chinese who 
moved down from North China. Ming-tao and An-yang-pu 
coins circulated in the Ch'an-Kuo Period of China and metal 
including bronze swords and iron halberds of the Ch'in and 
Han period of China have been found throughout the penin­
sula at such places as Yongyon-dong, Sungjong-myon, 
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Uiwon-g-un; Taeyu-dong-, Tongch'ang--myon, Ch'angsong-gun; 
and Tog-wan-dong, Namsinhyon-myon, Nyongbyon-gun, of 
P'yongan-pukto; Onyang-ni, Onhwa-myon, Nyongwon-gun 
of P'yongan-namdo; l\Iuan-g:un and Sand-hang, Cheju-do, of 
Ch'olla-namdo; and Hoehyon-ni, Kimhae-myon, Kimhae-gun, 
of K'yongsang-namdo. 

Shown on the map, these places indicate the route along 
which the Chinese moved southward and the ancient China­
Korea trafilc. This leads to the assumption that the southern 
part of the peninsula and the coastal areas were the first to 
have any contact with Chinese culture. 

The introduction of metal ware into a stone age community 
inevitably results in the birth of a new culture, that is, a 
metal-stone age where the two types of community overlap 
each other. Remains show that the present P'yongan-namdo, 
P'yongan-pukto and Hwanghae-do were the first to enter this 
new era on the peninsula. This coincides roughly with the 
assumption based on documents that the areas along the 
Taedong River were the center of the Ancient Ch'ao-hsien 
Kingdoms. The tendency towards a concentration of cultural 
2ctivity in these areas became even clearer with the estab­
lishment of the Lo-lang and other provinces, 

3 

RISE AND FALL OF THE LO-LANG 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, Emperor Wu-ti of 
Han set up the Ts'ang-hai Province about 20 years before 
-establishing the four provinces on the Korean Peninsula. 
However, the Ts'ang-hai Province perished after only three 
years' existence. In 109 B.C. Emperor Wu-ti sent his forces 
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both by land and sea to capture Wang-chien-chcng-, the 
capital of Wei Man's Korea or the present P'yong:yang. The 
capital fell in the following summer and the Emperor set up 
the four provinces of Lo-lang, Chen-fan, Lin-t'un and Hsiian­
t'u. Of these, Lin-t'un and Hsiian-t'u were named after the 
native tribes occupying the area. 

Generally, it is believed that Lo-lang covered an area ex­
tending approximately from P'yongan-do and Hwanghae-do 
to Kyonggi-do with its center situated along the Taedong 
River; Chen-fan occupied Ch'ungch'ong-do and Cholla-do, 
Lin-t'un covered Kang-won-do and Hsiian-t'u, Hamgyong-do. 
There is an opposing theory, however, about the location of 
Chen-fan Province, which places it to the north of Lo-lang, 
along the upper streams of the Yalu River and the southwest 
foothills of the Long White Mountains. 

But these provinces were drastically reduced in size onl~· 

26 years after being formed. Chen-fan and Lin-t'un werl? 
totally abolished and most of Hsiian-t'u was abandoned. Part 
of what was left of Hsiian-t'u was annexed to Lo-lang and 
the rest were governed from the provincial capital, which 
was moved to the north side of the Yalu River. 

Thus Lo-lang was left as the only province on the Korean 
Peninsula ruled by the Chinese until Tai-fang Province was 
created in about 204 A.D. by separating a southern part of 
Lo-lang. These two provinces lasted until near the end of 
the Western Chin Dynasty of China some 100 years later, 
putting an end to the era of provinces established by the 
Chinese. The following is a brief synopsis of the history of 
the Chinese colony: · 

Provinces of Lo-lang, Chen-fan, 
Lin-t'un, Hsiian-t'u 108 B.C.- 82 B.C. 

Province of Lo-lang 82 B.C.- c. 204 A.D. 
Provinces of Lo-lang, Tai-fang c. 204 A.D.- 313 A.D. 

Remains unearthed from ancient tombs outside P'yong­
yang City indicate that the tools and products of life at that 
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time were rnther advanced. Politically speaking, however, it 
was a rather unstable period as reflected in the shift of popu­
lation among the provinces recorded in Chinese documents. 
It is shown in the following, covering a period from about 
110 years after the establishment of the four provinces to 
about 140 years later, toward the end of the two provinces: 

Chap. on Geography, 
Ch'icn-Elan-slm 
Chap. on Geography, 
Hou-Han-slm 
Chap. on Geography, 
Chin-shu 

households 1JC1"Sons counties 

Lo-lang 62,812 406,748 25 

Lo-lang 61,492 257,050 18 

Lo-lang 3,700 6 
Tai-fang 4,900 7 

The residents of these provinces governed by the Chinese 
officials were composed of the descendants of Chinese im­
migrants and native Koreans, the latter greatly outnumber­
ing the former. The gradual reduction of countries and 
provinces was mainly due to resistance from the dissident 
natives. The abandonment and final downfall of the pro­
vinces is ilkely to have been caused as much by the rise of the 
oppressed natives as by the decline of the Chinese on the 
mainland. 

The entire Lo-lang era, which moved on a gradual down­
ward course after reaching its highest point immediately 
after being established, witnessed a continual struggle be­
tween the Chinese and the Koreans. The setting up of Tai­
fang Province was an attempt to restore the Chinese reign 
in Lo-lang by cutting away an area where dissident Koreans 
were most rampant. 

Tai-fang was originally the name of a country in the 
province of Lo-lang. Toward the end of the Han Dynasty, 
several cities in the southern part of Lo-lang were occupied 
by native tribes of Han and Wei. After the Kung-sun family, 
which rose to power in tlte Liao-tung area, put Lo-lang under 
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control, they separated the southern part, made it an. in~c­
pendent province and gave it the name of the country 111 t 1c 
area. . · 1 After this renewal of Chinese reign, the natives 111 t 1e 
southern part of the peninsula reestablished their relations 
with Tai-fang. The new province also opened the way for 
active contact with the western part of Japan. Later, how­
ever, Tai-fang was captured by tribes of the. Han in the 
south, while Koguryo tribesmen in the north seized Lo-lang. 

4 

HAN AND WEI PEOPLES 

The southern part of the Korean Peninsula, south of Lo­
lang Province, has found its way into very ancient documents 
as the "Land of Han", meaning probably the place where 
the Hans or the Han tribe lived. Legend has it that when 
Wei Man captured Ch'ao-hsien, which was ruled by the 
descendants of Chi-tzu, the dethroned king escaped into the 
Land of Han with his vassals and assumed the title of the 
King of Han. It is also said that in the days of Wei Man's 
rule some of his key retainers migrated to Han. 

In the early part of the third century when Tai-fang 
Province was established, the Han tribe was divided into 
Ma-han, Ch'en-han and Pien-ch'en. Ma-han was composed of 
56 small states, and Ch'en-han and Pien-ch'en each had 12. 
It is believed that each of these states had its own chief. 
Ch'en-han was ruled by a sovereign called the King of Ch'en 
although how great his power was and how influential he 
was are unknown. It can be said that each group was not 
solidly unified. Interestingly, the chief of each state had a 
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Chinese name of office. The Chinese title '"as given to them 
in return for their visits to the Province regularly and pay. 
ment of annual taxes and offering oi labor whenever neces­
sary. It can be safely assumed that agricultural and marine 
products constituted most of the taxes, although iron pre­
sented from Cl1'ien-han is also well known. 

While the Hans occupied the southern part of the penin­
sula, the Wei tribe lived in the district where the Lin-t'tm 
Province, now !mown as Kangwon-do, was located and the 
Wo-chii tribe shared the area assigned as the Hsiian-t'u 
Province, or Hamgyong-do of today. These two tribes had 
relations with neighboring Chinese provinces similar to those 
the Han had. The Wo-chii commanded strong influence in 
their area-strong· enough to drive the Hsiian-t'u Province 
across the Yalu River in the end-and retained the ancient 
Chinese system in their political organization. These facts 
show that for some four centuries beginning in 100 B.C., 
Chinese culture under the dynasties of Han, Wei and Chin 
was transplanted in the Korean Peninsula, at least in the 
areas where Chinese provinces existed. 

This new culture introduced by the Chinese was so highly 
advanced and removed from the indigeneous culture, that we 
assume today that the native Koreans were unable to as­
similate it and develop their own culture. Thus, essentiaily, 
the transplanted culture was destined to have a short life, 
dying with the provinces and cities established by the 
Chinese. 

However, the Chinese culture which flourished on the Ko­
rean Peninsula for four centuries did not disappear com­
pletely, without leaving some trace of its influence on the 
Korean culture. In fact, many legacies of Chinese culture 
are found in various phases of Korean life. One of the 
major influences was the introduction of metal ware. Another 
was the adoption of the system of political control which 
was introduced to the Koreans whose political and social 
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systems were still undeveloped. . 
The chiefs of local communities had roles as offic1als o.f 

the provinces or cities in the newly enforced political orp;am: 
zation. It is believed that the chiefs of the Han and W m 
tribes developed their power rapidly taking advantage of 
this new political system, and in further natural development 
after the collapse of the Chinese-ruled provinces and cities, 
these local chiefs assumed power and governed their com­
munities. Silla and Paekche were the two powers to survive 
the power struggles to unify various local areas under Ma­
han and Ch'en-han. 

The Chinese infh.1ence was also apparent in the fields of 
religion and philosophy. In this connection, a divination dial 
unearthed from ancient tombs of the Lo-lang age has drawn 
the attention of scholars. The device is made of a square 
board representing the earth and a round plate symbolizing 
the sky. The sky disk bore the Great Bear, names of the gods 
of 12 months, the 10 celestial stems and 12 terrestrial 
branches, while the earth square carried the eight signs of 
divination, 12 terrestrial branches and the 28 solar-stages 
along the zodiac. By adjusting the two boards, soothsayers 
told fortunes. The theory concerning the positive and the 
negative principles of Chinese philosophy with its five natu­
ral elements and agriculture themes must have been among 
the earliest philosophies to be brought to the Koreans by the 
Chinese. 

Next to be considered are the relations of tbe two provinces 
of Tai-fang and Lo-lang with Japan across the sea via Han. 
Japanese myths and legends indicate that the occupants of 
the Japanese Islands crossed to the Korean Peninsula from 
very ancient times. This is substantiated by old Chinese docu­
ments concerning Lo-lang Province. These records show that 
the Japanese not only visited Korea but also reached the 
Chinese mainland in the very early period of history. 

According to Chinese chronicles, envoys from Japan (then 



!IAN AND WEI PEOPLES 11 

known as TFo) visited China as early as 57 A.D. After Lo­
lang Province was set up, the China-Japan trade was carried 
out through this province on the Peninsula until it was sus­
pended in 266 A.D. It is considered today that the discontinu­
ation of relations is attributable to the prevailing political 
situation in the southern part of the peninsula. 

Old Chinese sources show that Japan's influence was 
strongest in Pien-ch'en, which is believed to have been situ­
ated in an area near the mouth of the !~aktong River. Pien­
ch'en is the state mentioned as Mimana in ancient Japanese 
history; the origin of 1."l!imana can be traced back to the days 
of Lo-lang Province. A notable change in the political posi­
tion in the Korean Peninsula of Pien-ch'en as well as two 
other Hans, which served as relay stations for Japanese 
trade with the Chinese, can be found in old documents. That 
is, from 261 A.D. to 290 A.D., emissaries from 1\ia-han and 
Ch'en-han, who until then paid calls only on the governments 
in the provinces of Lo-lang and Tai-fang, visited the Chinese 
capital as often as ten times. This shows the decline of the 
two provinces and the rise of the two Hans. 

The rise of the three Hans adversely affected Japanese 
influence in Pien-ch'en and interrupted the Japan-China trade. 
Instead, the three Hans established ties with China and paid 
land-taxes, but relations were disrupted in 290 A.D. More 
than two decades later, in 313 A.D., Lo-lang Province was 
destroyed by Koguryo in the north and Tai-fang Province 
came under the control of the Hans. For the next 80 years, 
the history of the southern part of the Korean Peninsula is 
left blank except for the movement of Koguryo. 
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5 

RISE OF KOGURYO (KAO-CHU-LI) 

Koguryo (Kao-chii-li) had a history of 300 years before 
it overthrew Lo-Jang Province and laid the ground for its 
power expansion on the peninsula. According to the legend 
of Koguryo, the tribe originated from the Fu-yii tribe in 
northern Manchuria and had occupied an area at the foot 
of the Long White Mountains by the time it made its first 
appearance in history around 100 B.C. Its members probably 
moved south along the Sungari River from their original 
community. 

After the Hsiian-t'u Province moved in about 75 B.C. from 
the present Hamgyong-do to the north of the Yalu River, the 
Koguryo tribes led their life independently outside its 
boundaries. In the early days of the Latter Han Dynasty, 
their chief was given the title of the King of Kogmyo, and 
they were usually obedient to China, receiving Han ranks 
and official uniforms. Yet at times they made inroads to the 
Province, the Koguryo tribesmen were put under the control 
of the Province but attacking also Liao-tung Province, mov­
ing across the Liao River and staging battles with the 
Chinese forces. 

At the end of Latter Han period of China, the Kung-sun 
family who established the Tai-fang Province sent forces to 
fight Koguryo and finally defeated the tribe at its stronghold 
along the T'ung-chia River. Driven out of their city, the 
Koguryo moved south to build a new city called Wan-tu on 
the so-called T'ung-kou plain lying between the Yalu River 
and one of its tributaries, the T'ung-kou River, around 210 
A.D. The City of Wan-tu, also known as the Castle of 
Kungnae, is believed to have been located near either the 
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present T'ung-kou County across the river from Manp'o-jin 
in the P'yongan-pukto, or the Shan-cheng-tzu Fortress situ­
ated north of T'ung-kou. A score of ancient mounds are to 
be found in the area today, and a number of mounds con­
taining a beautiful wall painting have been discovered. 

The Koguryos, who sutl"cred a blow at the hand of the 
Kung-sun family, recovered from the damage in their new 
stronghold and renewed their att11ck on Hsiian-t'u Province. 
When Wei Kingdom in North China ~ttacked Wu Kingdom 
in the south, Koguryo mad~ an alliance with Wei forcing 
the Kung-suns to fight on two fronts; at the same time, 
Koguryo established tics with Wu sending emissaries via 
the sea to the court Sun Ch'i.ian, on a policy of befriending 
distant states and antagonizing neighbors. But after the 
Kung-suns were destroyed by Wei in 238 A.D., Koguryo 
faced invasion from Wei and Wu. In 244 A.D., General Wu­
Ch'iu Chien of Wei captured Wan-tu and, in the following 
year, sent the governor of Hsiian-t'u Province to drive the 
king of Koguryo far out into the land of Wo-chii or the 
present Hamgyong-do and had the governors of the Lo-lang 
and Tai-fang Provinces clear the eastern coast of the penin­
sula which had been under the control of Koguryo. 

Koguryo appeared completely subdued for some time as a 
result of these extensive maneuvers; but the tribe again 
came to life and staged an offensive in the Liao-tung area 
during the Western Chin Period (265-316 A.D.). At this 
time, the provinces of Lo-lang and Tai-fang were under the 
control of Chang T'ung who came from Liao-tung. Chang 
T'ung opposed the newly risen Koguryo for some time but 
finally retreated to Liao-hsi in 313 A.D. with his subjects, to 
leave Lo-lang and Tai-fang entirely in the hands of Koguryo. 
Usually, this year is regarded as the last of the Lo-lang 
Province-just 420 years after Wu-ti of Han set up the 
four provinces on the peninsula. 

Koguryo's ultimate victory is attributed to a number of 
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factors and causes, but the most important reasons was ap­
parently the close unity of the tribal members and its tightly­
knit organization. The tribe had five classes of peers: Chiian­
nu-pu, Chueh-mt-pzt, Slmn-nu-pu, Kztan-nu-pzt and Kuci-lon­
pu. The organization changed and grew as the tribe de­
veloped and times changed. The movement of its center to 
Wan-tu, which was mentioned earlier, is believed to have 
been one of the instances which provided an important 
momentum toward reshaping the organization of the tribe 
to meet a new situation. The building of the City of Wan-tu 
was an unavoidable outcome of Koguryo's defeat by the 
Kung-suns, but it gave the tribe an unexpected opportunity 
to recognize itself and opened the way for a new class to 
come to power and lay the foundation for future development 
and prosperity. It was about 100 years after they moved to 
Wan-tu that the Koguryo completed overthrowing the Chi­
nese rule of Lo-lang. 

For several decades after the capture of Lo-lang Province, 
Koguryo was unable to strengthen its hold on the Korean 
Peninsula as it was absorbed in waging war in the Liao-tung 
district. North China had entered into the turbulent days of 
the so-called Sixteen Kingdoms and Koguryo was absorbed 
with continual conflicts. Especially for a period of three 
years beginning in 339 A.D., the invasion of the Mu-jung 
family from the north dealt a damaging blow comparable 
to that dealt to General Wu-ch'iu Chien of Wei about a 
century before. The city fell to the invaders, and the tomb 
of the father of the King was opened and sacked. At the 
same time, it must be noted that there were many exiles 
from China into Koguryo in this tumultuous age and these 
exiled Chinese made great contribution to the development 
of Koguryo's politics and culture. 



6 

PAEKCHE, SILLA AND KARA 

Let us now examine the situation in the south while Ko­
guryo was kept busy dealing with the threat from the north. 

As mentioned earlier, this was a blank period of history 
and not much can be said definitely about the south. How­
ever, it is assumed that l\Ia-han and Ch'en-han which had 
established contacts with China toward the end of the period 
of Lo-lang, were finally released from Chinese control 
through the destruction of Lo-lang and Tai-fang and finally 
developed into the two new states of Paekche and Silla. 
These two states appear in Chinese history almost simul­
taneously around 372 A.D. Although the legends of t'kese two 
states relate that their beginning was in the late first century 
B.C., circumstances show that they were formed in the mid­
fourth century A.D. when Paekche was under the reign of 
King Ki:inch'ogo and Silla was ruled by King Naemul. 

Among the factors which worked on the emergence and 
development of these two kingdoms, one of the most signifi­
cant was their relations to Japan. Activities of the Japanese 
people had ceased to be recorded by Chinese historians since 
266 A.D. It was not until 413 A.D. that the Japanese resumed 
sending envoys to the Chinese coul't, and after that date the 
situation in Japan became more or less known to outsiders. 
It is improbable that the Japanese had completely withdrawn 
from the Korean Peninsula during these one and half a cen­
turies, in view of the fact that, at the time when Paekche and 
Silla were growing out of Ma-han and Ch'en-han respec­
tively, Pien-ch'en remained disunited as Kara States or in 
Japanese Mimana, being under the direct control of Japan 
while Paekche and Silla were relatively independent, only 
tied by a pledge of allegiance to Japan. 
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This seems to indicate that, although in the third ce.ntury 
the Japanese influence in the Korean Peninsula had dwmdlctl 
temporarily in the face of the rising Han ldngdom~, the 
Japanese tried succcssfulJy to 1·eestablish themselves m the 
Pien-ch'en area by sending a large army across the sea so.on 
after the downfall of the two Chinese provinces in the penm­
sula, thus creating the llfimana territory to coun:er the 
strong movement of the Han kingdoms toward a umty and 
to Prevent the realization of a unified South Korea, and 
resulting in a competition between Silla in the cast and 
Paekche in west. It is true that the tripartite division of the 
peninsula by Silla Paekche and the Kara group was to some 
extent an achieve~ent by the Han kingdoms who had been 
striving toward a unified Korea. 

Yet the situation cannot be regarded as a completely 
smooth and unhindered development, for a similar division 
of the Peninsula had already existed in the third century, 
and this seems to be too slow a progress to be achieved in 
the course of more than one and a half centuries. Such 
Japanese expansion into Korea in protohistoric times has 
probably formed a factual core of the legend of the famed 
expedition to Korea by the Empress Jingft related in old 
Japanese chronicles in a vague, mythical way. 

Moreover, there is no doubt about a deep Japanese in­
fluence on the growth of Silla and Paekche. A good corrobo­
ration to this view is found ir: the fact that, when Koguryo 
~urncd from the Liao-tung area to start a southward advance 
m the Korean Peninsula, she ran into stiff opposition from 
the Japanese sphere of influence which covered both Silla 
and Paekche, and that a period of Koguryo-Japanese rivalry 
over the hegemony in the peninsula had to ensue for quite 
some time. Usually the Three Kingdoms Period is regarded 
as having- h2gun in the mid-fourt11 century when Silla and 
Paekche emerged, but in actuality it began only after the 
competition bctwc2n Koguryu and Jap~n had subsided. 
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The era of Koguryo-J a pan conflicts is monumentalized by 
the Monument of King Kwanggaet'o, which looms up out­
side the T'ung-kou County along the Yalu River, where an 
ancient capital of Koguryo was located. The I\Ionument was 
built in 414 A.D., two years after the death of the King. 

The existence of the monument has been known to the 
Korean people for five centuries. But it was only about SO 
years ago that the epitaph on the monument was deciphered 
and studied by Japanese and Chinese scholars. The decoding 
of the epitaph gave important clues to the study of the 
Korean Peninsula's ancient history. 

The epitaph, describing the life history of King Kwang­
gaet'o, dealt largely with the king's "down to the South" 
expansion policy, and therefore touched on the struggle be­
tween Koguryo and Japan. The king acceded to the throne 
at the age of eighteen in 301 A.D. and reigned the country 
for 22 years. 

During his regime, the king successfully prevented the 
invasion of Yen forces from Liao-tung in the north and at 
the same time sent his army to the south to fight b:-~ck the 
Japanese troops. The epitaph of the ntonument shows that 
the king sent his troops four times to the south-in 396 A.D. 
for an expedition to Paekche, in 39!) A.D. to demonstrate his 
military strength in the south, in ,100 A.D. to help Silla and 
in 404 A.D. to have a naval battle with Japan. 

The epitaph says that the king's first expedition to Paekche 
was indirectly aimed at driving the Japanese power behind 
Packche out of the peninsula. The king brought his powerful 
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naval forces to Paekche and took some 50 Paekche castles. 
When his forces approached the Paekche Metropolis after 
crossing the Han River, Paekche King surrendered. The 
second expedition to the south was to punish Paekche, which 
had maintained friendly relations with Japan in breach of 
its agreement with the Idng. During this expedition, Silla 
sent an envoy to the king's camp asking the kinl);'s help to 
get rid of the Japanese forces that had occupied Silla at 
that time. Thus, the third expedition to the south. 

This time, the king led 50,000 soldiers to enter Silla and 
reached Kara, pursuing Japanese troops. The naval battle 
in 404 A.D. took place in the Tai-fang bonier on the west 
coast of the Central Peninsula which is hclievccl to be off 
Inch'on Bay. 

That all these four expeditions had something to do with 
the Japanese forces shows how far Japanese power had 
reached in the peninsula at that time. Two most significant 
results of these expeditions were that the relationship be­
tween Koguryo and Silla was improved radically and that 
Paekche lost its power in the Han River area, which caused 
the ~ountry to move its capital to the south. 

Kmg Changsu, who succeeded King Kwanggaet'o, was on 
the throne for 79 years as his name (ldng longevity) indi­
cates. He followed King Kwanggaet'o's policy and promoted 
the "Expansion to the South" project positively. The re­
moval_of the capital from Wan-tu to P'yongyang in 427 A.D. 
was highly significant in the process of the expansion-to-the­
south-policy. 

As a result of King Changsu's expedition to the south in 
475 A.D., Paekche at last lost its capital I-Iansong, and moved 
~he ca~ital to Ungjin (now Kongju). Paekche had to move 
Its c~pltal ~gain 60 years later from Ungjin to Soburi (now 
Puyo) • _whleh became the country's last capital. 

In this regard, the history of Paekche can be divided into 
three as follows: 
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1. Hansong Era (Kwangju) (*350-475) 
2. Ungjin Era (Kongju) (475-538) 
3. Soburi Era (Puyo) (538-GGO) 

* l\Iark indicates estimated year. 
Paekche's retreat to the south naturally influenced Japa­

nese power in the peninsula. Every time Paekchc moved 
down to the south, Japan ceded part of Kara to encourage 
Paekche to recover its power. Consequently, Japan lost most 
of the western half of Kara. 

It must be noted, however, that Paekche's retreat to the 
south was not caused merely _by Koguryo's invasion. Ko­
guryo's invasion did constitute one of the major pressures 
from outside to force Paekche to move its capital to the 
south. But it is also true that Paekche itself had planned to 
move its capital to improve the country's administration and 
cultural system in an effort to recover its national prestige. 
And this was particularly true of the capital's removal to 
Soburi. 

The most remarkable of Paekche's politico-military organ­
ization were the five 1m's of the capital and the five JHlllg's 
of local territories. The former-consisting of the Upper, 
Middle, Lower, Front and Rear 1m's-together designated 
five quarters of the capital, at the same time probably mean­
ing five sections of the ruling class; the latter-Middle, 
Eastern, Southern, Western and Northern JJang's-were 
primarily military districts with some administrative func­
tions. 

Unlike Paekche, Silla maintained its metropoli::. in Kyong­
ju from the beginning and achieved a gradual development 
of the conutry. Since the country was located very close to 
Kara, the conflicts with Kara always posed major diplomatic 
problems. 

While Packche expanded its territory into Kara, which 
was under Japan's control, in the form of agreed cession 
from Japan, Silla gradually invaded and amalgamated Kara 
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territo1·y. Its invasion to Kara 1·cachcd its. peak during the 
age of King Pophung, and was completed n~ the age of his 
successor, King Chinhung in 562 A.D. Kmg Chinhl'mp;'s 
"Monument of Territory Exploration," built in 5Gl A.D. in 
Changnyong, Kyongsang-namdo, commemorates Silla's ex­
pansion into Kara. 

Thus, the fall of Kara in 562 A.D. as the result of the 
invasion by Paekchc in the west and by Silla in the cast, 
meant the virtual end of Japan's control on the southern 
part of the peninsula, and the beginning of the new era of a 
tripartite struggle between Koguryo, Packchc and Silla. 

It was about 170 years after Japan had hatllcd with the 
army of the King Kwanggaet'o that Kara Jtcrbhcd. Dmin~ 
that 170 odd years, Packche approached Japan lo maintain 
its power in the peninsula, while Silla strcn:,thencd ils tics 
with Koguryo to achieve its national developtm•nt, though 
there were some minor changes in their diplomatic policies 
at times. 

At the same time, Paekche exchanged friendly relations 
with China's Southern Dynasties, while Silla and Koguryo 
sought the support of the Northern Dynasties. In this re­
spect, it can be said that the tripartite clivision of the penin­
sula at that time had some connection also with the struggle 
between the Southern and Northern Dynasties of China. 

8 

PROSPERITY OF SILLA 

The age of the tripartite division of the peninsula, thus 
formulated, continued for about 100 years from then until 
?GO A.D_. _During this 100-year period, Koguryo maintained 
1ts amb1tlon to expand down to the south, but without much 
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success as in the cases of the Kings Kwanggact'o and 
Changsu. l\f<:anwhilc, Paekche, which attempted to recover 
its national prestige by moving its metropolis three times, 
did actually restore its power temporarily and staged a 
series of attacks on Koguryo. But the most noteworthy 
change was that Silla gained an increasing power, cut its ties 
with Koguryo and even allied with Paekche to fight against 
Koguryo. 

By the time Kara perished, Silla left the Koguryo camp 
and took a hostile attitude ag-ainst Koguryo. The allied at­
tack on Koguryo by Silla's King Chinhung and Paekche's 
King Songmyong constituted the most serious blow to Ko­
guryo. By this attack, Paekchc occupied six provinces on the 
western coast while Silla took ten provinces on the eastern 
coast. l\Ioreover, Silla later drove Paekche off the west coast 
area and established a province called Sinju centered on the 
Seoul district. 

Silla's territorial expansion at that time was commemo­
rated by the following three of the King Chinhiing's monu­
ments: (1) :Maun Pass Monument at l\laun Pass, I won 
County, Hamgyong-namdo; (2) Hwangch'o Pass Monument 
at Hwang-ch'o Pass, Hamhfmg County, Hamgyong-namdo, 
and (3) Pukhansan Monument at Pukhansan Peak, Kyong­
gi-do. 

Silla's territorial expansion to both south and north­
through the downstream of the Han River to the Inch'on 
Bay, and through the downstream of the Naktong River to 
the Korean Strait--set a firm foundation for Silla's develop­
ment thereafter. 'What, then, was behind Silla's so remark­
able expansion at that time? 

Silla was situated at the extreme south of the three coun­
tries on the peninsula at that time. "While both Koguryo and 
Paekche set their capitals in the western part of the penin­
sula, Silla alone had its metropolis in the southern part of 
eastern Korea. It is now widely believed that the location of 
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the Silla metropolis hampered the cultural development of 
the country, but few have noticed that the location itself 
contributed to the military expansion of the country. Silla 
had an ideal natural shape for defense against attack from 
outside, with its central district located in the plane along­
side the Soch'on River pouring into the Japan Sea, sur­
rounded by mountains and hills. It had natural paths lending 
to north, south and west for traffic with the outside world. 
Thus, the country had the geographical shape of a natural 
fort, easy to defend and hard to attack. The configuration 
of the country was at the same time effective in maintaining 
the national solidarity and integrity of the people. Conse­
quently, the clan system in Silla had a relatively smooth 
development. 

Development of Silla was based upon the six-clan organi­
zation which had existed already at the time of its precursor 
Ch'en-han. By the time when the Jdngdom was solidly estab­
lished, however, its six pzt's-Tol>, Sadok, Ponp'l, Suppi, 
ChOmdok and Hangi-had no longer been clans as they used 
to be, but were six political divisions of the ruling nobility 
instead. Later the names came to designate six quarters of 
Silla's royal capital. Reflection of the old pzt's is found also 
in the fact that the special district surrounding the capital, 
Kinne, was divided into six parts. 

As for adoption of Chinese civilization, Silla lagged behind 
Paekche and Koguryo because of its geographical handicaps. 
How~ver, the delay in importing Chinese civilization itself 
constituted an important condition for Silla's building up n 
firm foundation for a pure clan society of its own. In other 
words, Silla achieved a gradual cultural development, with­
out having been spoiled by imported Chinese civilization. It 
was under such circumstances that Silla successfully at­
tacked Koguryo, invaded Paekche and amalgamated Kara. 
After securing its opening to the sea in both south and west 
coast of the peninsula, Silla accelerated its traffic with China 
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to import Chinese culture and to ally with China as a step 
toward conc:.~uering the whole peninsula. 

Silla was the last of the three Korean countries to import 
Buddhism. It is generally believed that Buddhism found its 
way into Koguryo in 372 A.D. and into Paekchc in 384 A.D. 
Although there arc no definite data to prove when Buddhism 
was imported to Silla, existing documents show that it was 
in 527 A.D. that Buddhism was first authorized here. As for 
Koguryo and Pael;:chc, there are no proofs to show when they 
gave official permission to profession of the religion. 

At the time Buddhism was officially recognized in Silla, 
that country was positively expanding its territory toward 
the south and no1·th, placing thousands of peoples of con­
quered land under its rule. In this regard, it may be safe to 
imagine that Silla took full advantage of Buddhism's uni­
versalism and class concept to give supreme authority to the 
king of Silla as the state reigning over the expanding nation. 

9 

CHINESE INVASIONS 

Koguryo suffered a great setback from the prosperity of 
Silla and from Paekche's attack on its southern part. In 
addition, the unification of China's south and north dynasties 
by the Sui Emperor Wen-ti posed a serious threat to Ko­
guryo from the north. Thus, Koguryo was not in a position 
to pay much attention to border troubles in the southern 
territory. 

It goes without saying that Manchm·ia and Korea, situated 
to the northeast of China, have had a given strategical mean­
ing to the situation in mainland China. When China was 
split into the Northern and Southern Dynasties, the northern 
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power had to stabilize this northeastern area in order to 
maintain its security. Once China was unified, she needed 
the allegiance of :Manchuria and Korea to check possible in­
vasion by nomadic peoples from the north. Thus, China paid 
tremendous attention to political movement in this north­
eastern area. 

It was only natural that the unification of China by the 
Sui Dynasty placed a strong psychological pressure on 
Koguryo, and that Koguryo felt a growing need to take 
defensive steps against Sui. Some of the historical documents 
show that Koo-uryo in fear of invasion from Sui, concluded 
a joint defens: agr~ement with Tiirk at that time. Turk was 
then a major power in northern Asia. It was by splitting 
Turk's power that Sui achieved the unification of China. 

As soon as the unification of north and south China was 
achieved, 7/en-ti, the Emperor of Sui, sent his envoy to 
Koguryo, demanding Koguryo's allegiance to Sui. Koguryo 
at once expressed its allegiance to Sui, but in 5!l8 A.D. 
Koguryo invaded the Liao-hsi area with a lightening attack 
by the Mo-ho forces. In return, \Ven-ti sent the Sui army and 
navy to defeat Koguryo, but without any sizable success, and 
withdrew its forces since the king of Koguryo apologized to 
save the face of Wen-ti. Six years later, the Emperor Wen-ti 
passed away, and the Koguryo problem was carried over 
untouched to the Emperor Yang-ti. 

In 607 A.D., when Yang-ti visited the Turk Khan's court 
outside the Great Wall of China, he happened to witness a 
Koguryo envoy there. That was an apparent sign of Kogu­
ryo's alliance with Tiirk, Yang-ti understood, and he told the 
Koguryo envoy to ask the Koguryo king to visit Sui. This 
request was ignored by the king of Koguryo. 

Thus, Yang-ti started preparations to attack Koguryo 
right away, and opened a war against Koguryo in 612 A.D. 
The war lasted for three years on an unprecedented scale, 
lmt narrowly fought back the Sui attack. Unable to shatter 
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Koguryu, the Emperor Yang·-ti withdrew his army when 
Koguryu apologized. 

The unsuccessful attack on Koguryu brought about a fail­
ure in Sui's control over the China mainland. As Tiirk 
rebelled against Sui in GIS A.D., Sui perished, and the 
Koguryu problem was again carried over unsettled to the 
T'ang Dynasty. 

Dming the early days of the T'ang Dynasty, Koguryo, as 
well as Paekche and Silla, sent missions to T'ang to present 
tributes to the T'ang Emperor, ostensibly expressing their 
obedience to T'ang. In G'!2 A.D., however, Koguryo allied 
with Paekche to attack Silla, and almost succeeded in block­
ing the traffic route connecting Silla and T'ang. Thus, Silla 
called for T'ang's help. T'ai-tsung, the Emperor of T'ang, 
first sent envoys to Koguryo and Paekche in an attempt to 
stop their attack on Silla. But Koguryo ignored this. In 
G45 A.D., T'ang sent a strong army to Koguryo and attacked 
the An-shih Fortress on the bank of the Yalu River, but 
withdrew the army without a victory in the battle. 

T'ang failed to defeat Koguryo in the second and third 
expeditions in GM> and G50 A.D. In the meantime, Paekche 
renewed its attack on Silla and took more than ten Silla 
castles. Thus, T'ai-tsung died before his goal of defeating 
Koguryu was half achieved, and the expedition to Koguryo 
was tentatively suspended. 

T'ai-tsung's successor Kao-tsung, after a series of unsuc­
cessful attacks on Koguryo, changed the original strategy 
and turned his target to Paekche. In GG3 A.D., the T'ang 
ground and naval force of some 100,000, led by Commander­
in-Chief Su T'ing-fang, reached the mouth of the Kiim River 
by sea way, and went up the river to attack the Paekche 
metropolis oi Puyo. 

The City fell, and King Uija of Paekche surrendered him­
self to the T'ang forces. Commander-in-Chief Su T'ing-fang 
left part of his forces at the castle to guard the occupied 
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Paekche metropolis, and returned home~ with groups of 
Paekche prisoners of war, including Kin~ Uija. The inscrip­
tion of the T'ang conquest of Packchc, carved on a large 
stone tower built in the suburbs of Puyu, is one of the 
detailed documents on this battle. 

Encouraged by the successful conquest of Packche, T'ang 
attacked Koguryo the following year. Su T'ing-fanp:'s Army 
crossed the Yalu River and besieged P'yun~yang. It was at 
this time that Kuisil Poksin and some other surviving re­
tainers of Paekche united to restore Paekche and attacked 
the T'ang troops. Therefore, T'anp: had to suspend the attack 
on Koguryo once again to subdue the Packche rebels in Puyo. 
This was actually the last movement hy the Paekche survived 
retainers to restore their country in the history of Packche. 
A Paekche Prince, who had taken refuge in Japan, was called 
back to the country, and Japan rendered military help to 
Paekche's last effort to fight against the T'ang force in the 
Kum River area. But Japan's help was not successful, and 
the Paekche restoration movement ended up with total fail­
ure in GG5 A.D. 

After that, T'ang concentrated on a fu!l-scale attack on 
Koguryo, and finally took the P'yonp;yang Castle and cap­
tured the king of Koguryu in 6G8 A.D. It was about seventy 
years after \Ven-ti, the Emperor of Sui, first attacked 
Koguryo. 

The continued effort by five noted emperors of Sui and 
T'ang to defeat Koguryo thus finally bore fruit. With 
Paekchc having perished earlier, Silla unified the peninsula. 

It is not too great an exaggeration to say that the situa­
tion in the Far East had never clw.n~ed so radically in the 
history of the peninsula as at this time. Ever since. the Lo­
lang period, Koguryo had been aggressive ag·ainst the north­
ern part of China, and posed a strong obstacle to China's 
invasion to the east, as the country had a strong hold on 
Liao-tung, the Korean Peninsula and Southern Manchuria. 
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Koguryo as well as Silln and Paekche had taken a subordi­
nate attitude to Chinese dynasties on the one hand, and 
maintained their national independence on the other hand. 
This attitude of political subjection to Chinese and other 
continental powers in order to maintain their relative inde­
pendence was io become a traditional policy of all succeeding 
Korean dynasties. 

10 

UNIFICATION BY SILLA 

T'nng sent its army to Kop;uryo and Paekche on the pre­
text of saving· Silla from invasion hy Koguryo and Paekche. 
As a result, Silla wns asked by T'ang to offer its army to 
flank and back up the T'ang army at tremendous expense. 
The unification of the peninsula, which appeared to be 
achieved automatically by the fall of Paekche and Koguryo, 
was actually attributable to Silla's serious effort and 
expenses. 

After the fall of the P'yongyang Castle, some surviving 
retainers of Koguryo rebelled against T'ang, as in the case 
of Paekche, and their leaders took refugee in Silla, which 
received them. Thus, Silla and T'ang became temporarily 
hostile to each other over the treatment of Koguryo rebel 
leaders. This hostility resulted in a six-year-long war be­
tween T'ang and Silla, but the war came to an end as T'ang's 
diplomatic policy b('came retrogressive and as Silla made an 
apology to T'ang. 

As a result, T'ang's An-tung Regional Government at 
P'yongyang was moved to Liao-tung, and most part of the 
former Paekche and Koguryo land was placed under Silla's 
control in G75 A.D. 
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The Silla Dynasty lasted for 992 years under the reign of 
56 kings. It is customary to divide the history of the Silla 
Dynasty into three major ages-Old Age, i\Iiddle Age and 
New Age. 

Old Age-28 kings from King Hyokkose to King Chin­
duk; 712 years 

Middle Age-S kings from King Muryol to King Rye-
gong; 127 years 

New Age-20 kings from King Sonduk to King Kyong-
sun; 156 years 

Silla's prosperity reached its peak during the first 100 
Years after the unification of the peninsula was achieved. 

Sil!a's conquest of Koguryo and Paekche and the conse­
quent affiliation of their peoples were the most important 
national events for Silla after the a~alga~ation with Kara. 
Thus, Silla expanded and bolstered Its social system. 
. Meanwhile, Silla expressed its obedience to T'ang by send­
Ing regular contributions to T'ang. As for Japan, Silla dis­
patched annual missions to present gifts to the Japanese 
emperor in a subordination similar to that toward T'ang. 

Poems composed by Japanese diplomats and government 
officials who received Silla's missions at that time were in­
c~uded in Kaifftso, which is beli~ved to be the oldest collec­
tion of Sino-Japanese poetry, while those composed by J a _ 

d d . .II" ' - l pa nese envoys to Silla arc recor c 111 1an yos tii, the oldest 
collection of Japanese classical poetry. 

However, the peaceful relationship between Silla and 
Japan did not last long. As Silla grew less subordinate to 
Japan, Japan mapped out a large-scale expedition to Silla 
which, finally, was not realized. Silla stopped sending it~ 
official contribution mission to Japan at the time of King 
Hyegong. 
. On the other hand, Silla's relationship with T'ang grew 
mcreasingly closer. Silla's approach to Japan was not of a 
friendly nature from the beginning, because of its historical 
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hostility against Japan-supported Kara. Silla had kept send­
ing contributions to Japan with the expectation that Japan 
might be able to help Silla in the event Silla was attacked by 
T'ang. After the T'ang Dynasty established a stable rule 
over the whole of China, however, it was natural that Silla 
gradually bolstered its tics with T'ang, partly because of the 
cultural benefit. 

Besides, the external environment at that time made the 
relationship between the two countries closer, as Po-hai 
which ruled Manchuria then tried to invade the northern 
Part of T'ang. 

Silla, in its alliance with T'ang, played the role of check­
ing Po-lmi from the cast for T'ang, and in return T'ang 
otllcially ceded the ~rca south of the Taedong River to Silla. 
Thus, Silla's territory at that time extended from the Tae­
dong River at the northwestern end to the Anbyon-Wonsan 
area in the south of Hamgyong-namdo in the northeastern 
end. Silla divided the peninsula south of these northern 
borders into nine circuits, and set capitals in five of these 
nine states. Each of these circuits had counties under its 
jurisdiction and each county had prefectures under it. This 
is how Silla established its centralized authoritarian rule. 
Names of the nine circuits, their respective capitals and the 
number of administrative cities arc as follows: 

Nine Circuits Five Capitals Provinces Counties 
1. Sangju 10 30 
2. Yangju Kimhae 12 34 
3. Kangju 11 27 
4. Hanju Chungwon 27 46 
5. Sakchu Pukwon 11 27 
6. Myongju 9 25 
7. Ungju Sowon 13 29 
8. Ch'onju Namwon 10 31 
9. Muju 14 44 

Relics and vestiges of Silla's at that time, left in the fields 
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of Kyongju today, prove how deeply the T'ang culture were 
planted in Silla then. 

But it can be imagined that the imported T'ang culture 
with its spiritual as well as material influence was enjoyed 
only by Silla's elite society, composed of royal families and 
nobles. The general public had little chance to partake in 
Silla's cultural development at that time. Therefore, it was 
natural that the elite society of Silla was the first to face the 
unfavorable consequence of the cultural development in Silla. 

In any country of the world, the full maturity of a culture 
leads immediately to a period of decadence, and Silla was no 
exception. The growth of the central Government set up in 
the form of an imitation of T'ang's government system, as 
well as the establishment of centralized authoritative rule in 
Silla helped to raise the prestige of the dynasty and to make 
nobles grow wealthier. At the same time, however, the limit­
less desire of the nobles for pleasure and wealth caused de­
gradation and corruption, which led to internal power strug­
gles. These decadence phenomena came to the fore during 
the age of King llyegong, about 100 yean; after Si\la's 
unification of the peninsula. King Hyegong was killed by 
rebels and the Silla Dynasty came lo a lempomry end, mark­
ing the end of the Middle Age of Silla. 

11 

SILLA IN THE NEW AGE 

King Sonduk who succeeded King Hyegong had no direct 
blood relationship to King Muryol, though he was born in 
one of the royal families. Silla's New Age lasted for about 
150 years, or about the same length of time as the Middle 
Age. However, as many as 20 kings came on to the throne 
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during the period hd ween King Sonduk and the last king 
of the dynasty, King· Kyungsun. 

That the number of kings in the New Age was nearly 
three times as many as in the iiiiddle Age indicates the short 
length of the reign of a kin;.?:, and consequently the unstable 
rule of a king. In fact, a majority of the 20 kings in the 
:1'\ew Age \\'ere killcJ hy assassines or in civil wars. Bloody 
strug-gles over succession to the throne were witnessed be­
tween royal families during this period. The trouble inside 
the royal families naturally influenced the country's adminis­
tration and its social life. While royal families were engaged 
in ugly struggles among thl'mselves, national and regional 
politics were thrown into disorder. 

In 822 A.D., Kim IIyunch'ang rebelled against the central 
Government in Ungju, now Kongju. After he took the area, 
he named it the Changan Kingdom and established his own 
era, Kyongun. Ilis fathers' was one of the royal families 
which failed in the attempt to come to the throne. Kim 
1-Iyonch'ang expanded his power and temporarily occupied a 
vast area in southern Korea. Three years later, his son 
Pommun attempted to establish himself at Yangju, near 
Seoul, but without success. 

People in the southwestern coast of the Peninsula took 
advantage of the political disorder in the regional rule to 
pursue their individual interests in the East China Sea area, 
some of them as merchants and others as pirates. Among 
them was Chang Pogo (d. 841) who was engaged in three­
way trade between Japan, Sill a and T'ang by setting his base 
at Shan-tung Peninsula. He was later named Silla's Grand 
Commissioner of Ch'onghae Defense Area (now Wando in 
Cholla-namdo). He was also known for curbing the outflow 
of Sil!a slaves to T'ang. 

When the Silla Govcmment stopped sending official mis­
sions to Japan, Silla merchants started private trade with 
Japan by merchant fleets. These merchant ships later be-
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came pirate ships that often invaded KyUshU coast areas. 
Some of these merchants-pirates drifted to the .Japan shores 
and asked for uermission to settle down. These phenomena 
vividly reflected the political situation in Silla. 

In spite of the political and social disorder in the late days 
of the New Age, Silla continued to send tributary missions 
to the T'ang court in an effort to keep its tics with T'ang 
intact. Silla kings of this era, most of whom acceded to the 
throne by illegal means, particularly needed the support of 
T'ang, and therefore raced to pay tributes to T'ang Em­
perors. These missions to T'ang were accompanied by an 
increasing number of priests and students. Therefore, a 
majority of Silla intellectuals in this era had the experience 
of studying in T'ang. The most well-known of all these 
Silla intellectuals was Ch'oe Ch'iwon. He entered T'ang at 
the age of twelve in about 868 A.D., and passed the Chinese 
civil service examination when he was twenty years old. After 
s~aying in T'ang for 18 years, he 1·eturncd home and edited 
h1s _official and private writings, made during his services as 
a S1lla official in T'ang into 20 volumes, and presented them 
to the Silla king. This' work of his is entitled Kycwun P'uil 
yiing, while a few other works of Ch'oe Ch'iwon arc known 
t~ posterity. Some of his works written after his return to 
S!lla, are left in the form of epitaphs or inscriptions. Un­
f~rtunately, Silla at that time was in so much disorder that 
hls excellent works were not properly accepted. No details 
were known about the later years of his life, except that he 
died in retirement at Haein Temple in 1\it. Kaya . 

. Soon after Qh'oe Ch'iwon 1·eturned to his home country, 
S1_lla ente.red the last days of political and social disorder 
W1th an mcreasing mtmber of bandits and private armies 
rebellin~ against the central government. Of these 1·ebels, 
Yang Kll who rose in arms at Pukwon (now Wonju), his 
follower Kung Ye, and Chin Hwon who established himself 
at Mujinju (Kwangju) were most powerful at that time. 



SILLA IN THE NEW AGE 33 

Chin Hwon took Wansanju in 900 A.D. and later called 
himself the King of Hu-Paekche (Later Paekche). Kung Ye 
also called himself a king, set up a new state, l\Iajin and set 
its capital in Ch'olwon a year later, then set out on an 
expedition to the north. Kung Ye was assisted in his re­
bellion by his subordinate, ·wang Kon, a native of Songak 
(Kaesong) who led a strong army and navy. 

The state of l\Iajin changed its name to T'aebong seven 
years later, but T'aebong perished in eight years because of 
Kung Ye's tyrannical rule. Then Wang Kon, with the support 
of his friends, founded a new state, Koryo. Thus, Silla, which 
was on the verge of collapse, was pitted against the two 
rising powers-Hu-Paekche in the southwest and Majin 
(T'aebong and later Koryo) in the northwest. This age in 
Korean history is called the Age of New or Later Three 
Kingdoms. 

Chin Hwon was the first of all the rebel leaders to send 
his troops into Silla's capital. In 927 A.D., his troops raided 
the capital and forced the king of Silla to commit suicide. 
Kim P'u, one of the survivors of the Silla royal family, 
succeeded to the throne, to be called King Kyi.ingsun. He 
tried secretly to ask Wang Kon, King of Koryi.i, for help 
in restoring Silla, but to no avail. In 935 A.D., he took re­
fuge in Koryo. The King of Koryo received him politely, 
gave him the former Silla territory as his private dominion 
and had one of his daughters marry the former Silla King. 
Thus, the 992-year old Kingdom of Silla perished. A year 
later, Hu-Paekche, too, surrendered to Koryi.i, and the penin­
sula was once again unified by the hands of Koryo. 
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FOUNDING OF KORYO 

It took about half a century for W :-~m~ Kon finally to unify 
the peninsula, after local warlords had beg-un expanding­
their power in their districts toward the end of the Silla 
period. Cities and villages in Korea were completely de­
vastated. However, the transition of power from Kyongsun. 
the King of Silla, to Wang Kon, i.e. King T'aejo of Koryo, 
saw no bloodshed, which was very fortunate for the nation. 
Thus Koryo inherited the culture of Silla and on the basis 
of it developed its own culture incorporating several new 
elements. 

While the capital of Silla was situated in the southeastern 
part of the peninsula, Koryo set up its seat in the central 
part of the peninsula near the estuary of the Y esong River 
on the west coast, convenient for m:-~rine transportation. 
This selection of the capital site helped the development of 
the northern part of the peninsula which until then was un­
exploited. The part north of P'yongyang stretched beyond 
the frontier of Korea and until then was left as hunting 
ground for the Tungusic peoples of Manchuria. As soon as 
he assumed power, T'aejo made concerted efforts to develop 
the northern wilderness by designating P'yongyang as the 
Western Capital, whence he even planned moving the seat 
of his government at one time. The scheme to open up the 
north was succeeded by kin"s in the following generations. 

But this northward marcl~ by the Koreans met opposition 
from the northern powers. The Koreans had to fight three 
big powers that tried to expand into the peninsula-first, 
Kitais (Liao) which had destroyed the Po-hai Kingdom, 
then Jurchins (Chin) and finally Mongols (Yi.ian). One of 
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the reasons for these northern nations' march into Korea is 
uclieved to ue their attempt to secure resources which were 
~carce in their native areas. But a more important reason 
undoubtedly wus that they wanted Koryo in the cast subdued 
in the pursuit of their common southward march to capture 
China. Indeed, on occasion they attempted to attack South 
China from the sea uy crossing the neck of the peninsula 
and going into the sea from the southwest coast of Korea. 
Actuully, Koryo did have relations with South China that 
justified such attention from the northern powers. 

Wang· Kon came from Kacsong. Legend about his ances­
tors contains stories of trade with China and in the days 
when \Vang Kon worked as a general of Kung Ye, he led 
the navy to put the sea south of the peninsula under his 
control. Together with the fact that there were many with 
the family name of Wang among the Sillans who sent en­
voys to South China toward the end of the Silla period, 
these records lead us to prcsL•mc that Wang Kon might 
have been one of marine merchants who were active in the 
East China Sea at that time. 

Both Hu-Packche and Tacbong of Kung Ye had relations 
with South China but neither established ties as firm as 
Wang Kon did. He frequently dispatched emissaries to 
the Lattcr-T'ang Dynasty in North China as soon as he 
assumed the sovereignty of Koryo and was later officially 
granted the title of King of Koryo by the Chinese and 
adopted the Chinese era. After the Latter T'ang Dynasty 
fell, the Koryo ruler formed ties with Latter Chin, Latter 
Han, and Latter Chou, (known as the kingdoms of the Five 
Dynasties Period in North China) one after another and 
then developed relations with the Sung Dynasty which unified 
China. After Koryo came under the influence of the Man­
churian powers, it did everything to retain its ties with Sung, 
which in turn invited added oppression from the Manchurian 
powers. 
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The culture of Koryo can be said to be a hybrid developed 
on the basis of the Silla culture and by the addition of the 
Chinese Sung culture. The first 60 years of Koryo, when it 
had free contact with the Five Dynasties and the Sung 
Dynasty-before the interference from Manchuria, was the 
period during which the foundation of Koryo was laid. 

In the early years of Wang Kon's 1·ule, he seemed to have 
followed the old system of Silla and placed most emphasis 
on the welfare of the people. Although most of the officials 
in his court must have been those who had served in the 
Silla court, there were also Chinese who actively worke•1 in 
Wang's court and drafted policies for Koryo. For instance, 
the first civil service examination in Koryo was enforced on 
the recommendation of Shuang Chi (Sang Kiii) who came 
from China accompanying an official envoy of Latter Chou. 
This new examination system is said to have promoted 
academism in Koryo. It was during the reign of King Song­
jong that both the central and local government organiza­
tions of Koryo were reformed and strengthened. The new 
structure was mostly a faithful copy of the Chinese system. 

Under this drastically reformed system of Songjong, local 
districts Were divided into ten circuits and were governed 
by twelve provincial military governors. This set up was 
reorganized into the five provinces and two territories after 
a couple of changes. 

Songjong, when he acceded to the throne, not only re­
formed the governmental organizations, as mentioned above, 
but also .s~r?ve to rule justly through various means such 
as by sohc1tmg the opinions of chief vassals on problems of 
administration. The most famous among views presented by 
the retainers was the 28-point recommendation of Ch'oc 
Siingno. It was very significant that Ch'oe sta1·ted his re­
commendation with the defense of the northwest, as most 
of the major external difficulties for Koryo came from that 
direction. 
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EXTERNAL TROUBLES AND RISE 
OF THE YIS AND THE CH'OES 
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Ch'oe Sungno had in mind none other than the tremendous 
powers in Manchuria when he urged Songjong to strengthen 
the defense on the northwestern frontier. In the age of 
Silla, the power in i\Ianchuria was Po-hai situated along the 
Hiirha River. Silla and Po-lmi were not hostile although the 
two were not specially friendly. 

Po-hai was destroyed by Kitai in 926 A.D., within several 
years after Wang Kon's accession to the throne, and its sub­
jects fled to Korea in great numbers. Kitai, which rose in 
Western Manchuria along the Shira l\Iiiren River, captured 
Inner and Outer Mongolia, moved southward aiming at the 
heart of China, and by the time the Sung Dynasty was 
established, its advance guard had the northern part of the 
present Hopei and Shansi Provinces under its influence. 

Between these fast growing Kitai and Koryo, there existed 
a wild land where the Jurchin tribe had settled. The develop­
ment of the north launched by Koryo, as mentioned earlier, 
was begun by pacifying the tribesmen. Kitai did the same, 
and when the Manchurian power reached the western bank 
of the Yalu River, Koryo's development had reached the 
opposite bank from the south. The two powers were to 
clash there. The direct cause of the conflict was the question 
of power and contrul over the Jurchin tribe. But in addition, 
it was necessary for Kitai to subdue Koryo in order to put 
pressure on Sung. 

Koryo was first invaded and partly controlled by Kitai 
in 994 A.D. Thereafte:r, the Manchurian power moved down 
into the peninsula from time to time to further the invasion, 
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and in 1011 A.D., Kitai troops captured the capital, forcing 
King Hyonjong to southward flight. 

Tukjong, who succeeded Hyonjong as king, took advantage 
of a civil war in Kitai to strengthen his country's defense, 
and built a long fortress along the northern border. The 
fortress, which took 12 years to complete, stretched clear 
across the peninsula, one end on the Yalu River banks, and 
the other near Chongp'yong, Hamgyong-nnmdo. Remains of 
this great engineering work can still be seen today. 

The reign of Hyonjong, which can be called the first 
trouble-ridden period of Koryo, gave birth to an epoch­
making cultural achievement: the first printing of the com­
plete Buddhist Tripitaka. One of the motives that promoted 
this great work, which took more than 60 years to complete, 
must have been the attempt by the rulers to resort to the 
power of merit thus accumulated to turn back the invaders. 
This religious work was perfected when l\lonk Uich'on, titled 
Taehak Kuksa, of royal birth, edited and printed a supple­
~entary series to the Tripitaka devoting his entire life to it. 
Uich'on, by the time of his death in 1101 A.D., had gathered 
as many as <1,7,10 volumes of Buddhist scriptures to complete 
the collection. The second period of trouble for Koryo began 
shortly after this great religious work was accomplished. 

The long fortress, whose construction was started in the 
reign of Tukjonr; and completed in that of Chongjong, had 
the double role of defending Koryo from the Kitai invaders 
anti turning back the Jm·chin tribesmen in the northern part 
of the peninsula. At that time, Jurchins were divided into 
two groups. One centered in the present Hamgyong-do and 
the other along the Sungari TI.iver. In the reign of the 
Sukchong, the northern Wan-yen Tribe emerged victorious, 
put the southern tribes under its control and posed a great 
threat to Koryo from the north. In an attempt to forestall 
the growing power in the north, Koryo ~;ent forces to subdue 
the Jm·chin Tribes. More than 100,000 Koryo troops under 
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the command of Yun Kwan seized the fortress of Chong­
p'yung-, captured the Ibmg-yong plain and returned horne 
triumphanlly after building nine fortresses in the plain. 

Ho\\·evc1·, the defeated Jurchin were determined to take 
reveng-e and after a few years, succeeded in recapturing the 
plain and :-;eizing- the nine fortresses. Some years later, 
A-pao-chi, chief of the Wan-yen Tribe unified his people and 
built a strong; nation, naming it Chin (1115 A.D.). He looked 
for opportunities to march south and destroy Kitai, and for 
that purpose, tried to establish friendly relations with Sung 
and Koryo. 

Finding a common objective in beating Kitai, Chin and 
Sung formed a united front and launched a joint attack on 
the enemy. They finally destroyed Kitui in 1125 A.D. But 
as soon as their common enemy was removed, each found a 
new adversary in the other, and sought a pledge of alliance 
from Koryo. 

Having experienced a similar dilemma at the hands of 
Kitai, Koryo this time managed to pledge obedience to the 
two po\vers and conducted a calculating two-front diplomacy. 
Added to this external troublo was a crisis within, created 
by the rising influence of the Yis, relatives of the king, 
and the expansion of power by military leaders over civil 
officials. 

The period of about 100 years from Chongjong to Injong 
saw Koryo's national power reach a peak and its culture 
attain a level of unprecedented height with great works 
produced in the fields of literature, art and hm!dicraft and 
religion. During this time of national prosperity, the Koryo 
sovereigns were placed in a precarious position because of 
the threat from Yi Chayon, who came from K'yongwon 
(present Inch'on) and had became influencial in the court 
as a distant relative of the king. The original relationship 
was built in the reign of 1\Iunjong, when Yi's daughters were 
made the queens of the sovereign. One of the queens gave 
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birth to Sunjong, Sonjong and Sukchong who in surrC'~~ion 
became the kings of Koryo. Furthermore, Yi Chagyi>m, on<' 
of Chayon's grandsons, had his two daughters marry King 
Injong, who was his nephew, to strengthen his family's con­
trol over the court. Chagyom held both the military and 
civil command by acting as the guardian of the king. There 
was nothing his family hoped for that they could not get. 

The king and his retainers finally broke loose from thC' 
control of the despotic administrator and plotted against 
him. The angered Chagyom killed many of his opponents 
and set the palace afire but finally was arrested and banishetl 
to an island, thus ending the long prosperity of the Yis. 

Following the usurpation of the Yi, Monk l\iyoch'ong re­
volted, opening the way for generals and military leaders, 
who until then had little power in the court, to gain more 
influence. Some of the generals such as Chong Chungbu 
soon gained the power to enthrone and dethrone the king, 
thus heading the military leaders' rise to influence in the 
court. 

Another general to rise to the highest position in the court 
was Ch'oe Chunghon, who laid the foundation for the ex­
clusive power exercised by his descendants for four genera­
tions. The extent of his influence can be well imagined from 
the fact that he enthroned four kings and dethroned two. 
Ch'oe made his private home the administrative office and 
called in civil and military officers to give them orders. 
This is called the Tobanr1 adminh;tration. 

When Ch'oe Chunghon died and his power was inherited 
by his son Ch'oe I in 1219 A.D., serious external trouble 
developed for Koryo with the l\Iongols. 
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Before Ch'oe ('hung-hun died, the :;\longols had become a 
great empire under Chinggis Khan \vho unified the nation 
and made him~elf the Emperor of the l\Iongols in ceremonies 
by the Onon niver (120G A.D.). When Ch'oe I assumed 
power, the growing influence of the powerful empire reached 
the border of Koryu. 

First, trouble came indirectly through the surviving forces 
of Kitai defeated by Chin and the l\Iongols, who crossed 
the Yalu River in the northern territory of Koryo and 
wrought havoc there. Koryu managed to suppress the Kitai 
troops at Fort Kangdong in P'yungan-namdo in 1218 A.D. 
with the help of the l\Iongols and the Jurchin Kingdom of 
Tung-chen then situated along the Tuman River. But in 
return for the assistance it received, Koryo had to pledge 
its brotherhood with these two powers and to pay m'lnual 
tr;_butes. 

After Chinggis Khan died and Ogudci Khan succeeded 
him, the l\Iongols moved to subdue Koryo as well as Chin. 
Powerful forces were sent into the peninsula to besiege the 
capital, Kaegyung·, in 1231 A.D. King Kojong found no way 
out but to surrender. He accepted control by the Mongols 
by receiving dctl'I![Jlwchis or governors as the administrative 
heads for each local administrative district including the 
capital. 

Immediately after the l\Iongol troops left Koryo, the Koryo 
Government took a drastic measure to cope with the pre­
carious situation by moving the capital to Kanghwa Island, 
southeast of Kaegyong. The king mcved to the new capital 
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in July, 12:12 A.n. tn launch a new era. 
The transfer of the capital appears to have been quite 

effective for its oritiinal purpose-to secure the safety uf 
the royal family from invaders. However, when the kin~·~ 
position in the politics of Koryo at that time is considered, 
this step can also be interpreted a,; having- actually been 
planned by Ch'oe I to ensure the safety of his administra­
tion. 

Moving the scat of the government to an island proved 
effective in escaping the pcrsuing Mongols because the in­
vaders had little marine power ami were unable to attack 
the island. The life of the people on the island was safely 
maintained by transporting food, collected tax and other 
necessary materials from the southern part of the peninsula 
by sea. However, this assurance of the security of the rulers 
of Koryo was secured at the price of their subjects, as the 
angered 1\Iongols took the moving of the capital as symbolic 
of the resistance of the king. Consequently the invaders 
intensified their persecution of the Koryo people on the 
peninsula, and the safety of the ruling class now in a self­
imposed exile in the Kanghwa Island was protected at the 
cost of their subjects left behind. 

After Ch'oe I, the central planner of the capital transfer, 
died in the court on the island, the Koryu Government 
softened its attitude toward the Mongols and at one time 
compiled with the long standing demand of the Mongols to 
leave the island and submit by building a new palace on 
the land opposite the island. 

However, Ch'oe Hang, who succeeded Ch'oe I, reversed 
the policy before long and strengthened the island capital's 
defenses, showing his determination to stay on the island. 
The offended Mongols increased their troops in Koryo and 
went through the catalog of outrages on the peninsula leav­
ing it in complete ruins. 

In time, Ch'oe Hang died after ill health and his son 
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Ch'oe Ui was assassinated, ending four generations of 
tyranny Ly the Ch'oes. \Vith the fall of the Ch'oes the policy 
toward the l\Iong·ols underwent a complete change and the 
king- pledg-ed to the invaders that he would move the capital 
back tu Kaeg-yong and send his son to the l\Iongolian court 
to pay his respects to the Emperor. The Prince left for 
Mongolia in April of 125!) A.D., 28 years after the capital 
was transferred to the island. In the same year, as the 
fortresses on the island were being torn down under the 
supervision of l\Iongolian officials, the king died on the island. 

King Kojong-'s life, which ended tragically, was a con­
tinuous hardship broug-ht about by the i\Iongolian invasion 
and usurpation of power by the Ch'oes. But during his reign 
culture on the Korean Peninsula developed greatly. As 
mentioned earlier, the first complete Buddhist Tripitaka in 
Korea was engraved on wood for printing during the eras 
of Hyonjong and l\Iunjong. These engraved blocks were 
destroyed by the l\Iongolian troops at the Puin Temple out­
side the present Taegu where they were stored. This occured 
in the year king moved to the island. Attempting to resort 
to the merit of the pious deed in turning back the invaders, 
King Kojong started several years later engraving the col­
lection anew on wood blocks and ordered the engravers most­
ly in the relatively rich Cholla-namdo to do the job. The 
work was accomplished after lG years of toil, and the en­
graved blocks arc kept today at the Haein Temple in 
Kyongsang-namdo as cultural treasures most highly valued 
as old Buddhistic documents. 

Although the walls of the island capital were destroyed 
and reconstruction was started on the old capital of Kae­
gyong, high officials of Koryo would not immediately move 
back to the old center of administration. The officials, in­
cluding Kim Chun, Im Yon and his son, who were successive­
ly in power after the falls of the Ch'oes, had found the 
defunct island capital a comfortable place to live and from 
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which to wield their arbitrary political powcr after ~0 years 
of settlement. 

It was not until 1271 A.D., 10 years aflcr the prince re­
turned from the visit to Monp;olia and wa:; cnthronel~ as 
King Wongjong, that the administrative center was officmlly 
moved to Kaegyong from the Island. 

King Wonjong was able to hold administrative power 
in his hands, as rebellious vassals were cithcr killed or 
already dead when he moved to the new capital. But he 
found his country under the iron grip of the Mongols as 
their subject state. The first role his counlry was given by 
the Mongolians was to provide the way for the Mongols' 
contact with Japan and later to serve as a supply center 
for _great numbers of Mongol troops who marched down the 
pemnsula on their way to attack Japan. 

15 

KORYo AND THE MONGOLIAN 
INVASION OF JAPAN 

Emperor Khubilai of Yuan (Mongol)' who acceded to the 
thr~ne ~fter Mongke Khan died- just about the same time as 
KoJo~g s death, before long softened the attitude toward 
Kor;vo, as he W~s Preparing to wage an all-out ofl'ensi~e 
agamst s:mg Chl~a in the south. The softened attitude IS 
best seen 111 Khub1lai's . . 1 ·n,.,. of the prince of - . llnmedmte rc eas• .,. 
Koryu from his capital t th . of the death of King • . d 1 . a e new,.. 
h.o.)ong an rna 1:1ng him th k" " 

I •1 • 1 e new Ill,.,. _ 
K~1u Jl m t ~en saw a more positive way to utilize Koryo 

in Ills war w•lh ~ung: to attacl;: Sung from the sea making 
usc of the Koryu fleet. In time, the YUan Emperor found 
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another role in Koryu, as he learn!:!d from the Koreans about 
Japan's situation in the sea cast of Koryo, and attempted to 
open contads ''"ith .Japan. In 1:266 A.D., the first emissary 
of Yiian to .J ap:m arrh·ed in Koryo. 

At that time, Japan did not haYe official diplomatic rela­
tions with eitlll'r Sun~ or Kor:ro but had close and active 
contacts, as the three seafaring countries engaged in trade. 
They also exchan;..!:ed envoys on many occasions such as when 
sending bad: seamen of each other's country who were saved 
after meeting accidents on the sea. Some Japanese traders 
made contrads with their Korean counterparts who saw 
ships annually sent to Kimju (Kimhae). Koryo received 
these traders from Japan in a specially built guest house. 
Thus there was every reason for Yiian to give special at­
tention to Japan in her relations with Koryo, in view of 
Japan's strategic importance within a scheme to conquer 
the South Chinese Dynasty. 

Unwilling to help Yiian make contacts with Japan, Koryo 
was most reluctant to serve as a guide to the Yiian emissary 
in his trip to Japan. Anyway, the Mongolian envoy finally 
reached Japan ~.nd conveyed Khubilai's intention to make 
the island country a subject of Yiian. l\Ieeting with a Japa­
nese refusal, Yiian dispatched strong invading forces to 
Japan twice, in 127·1 and 1281 A.D., only to suffer disasterous 
defeats. Details of these two campaigns will not be men­
tioned here; instead, let us see what a heavy burden Koryo 
had to bear in helping Yiian attack Japan. 

Five years after Yiiau started preparations to conquer 
Japan, in 1270 A.D. she took over the Koryo territory north 
of the Chabi Mountains and made the \Vestern Capital 
(P'yongyang) Tung-ning-fu, a Mongolian city, to serve as a 
base for the eastward invasion. This was made possible for 
the Mongols as Ch'oe T'an, a high Koryo official at P'yong­
yang, rebelled against the king and surrendered to Yiian; 
it just met the Mongolian pu1·pose to set up an operational 
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center on the peninsula for the battles against both Japan 
and Sung. It was not until after 1290 A.D. that the northern 
part of the peninsula was recovered by Koryo. 

Then Yiian set up outposts in eleven areas of Koryu in­
cluding Kaegyong, P'yongyang and Kimju, by dispatching 
5,000 troops. This also was to prepare for the invasion of 
Japan. 

\Vhen Yiian finally decided to subjugate Japan by force, 
the burden on Koryu became l1eavier. For the first invasion 
attempt of Yiian, some 35,000 Koryo workers were mobilized 
to build more than 900 vessels to transport the Mongol 
troops across the Tsushima Strait. The boats were built at 
Pyonsan and Ch'ongwansan of Chulla-namdo. For the first 
attack, Yiian sent a total of 26,000 soldiers of which 6,000 
were Koryo men, 5,000 were Yiian troopers already sta­
tioned at various outposts on the peninsula and the rest were 
Yiian and Sung naval forces. They all marched down the 
peninsula and boarded the Koryo-built vessels at I-lapp'o 
(present l\iasan) for Japan. 

The first invasion ended in failure. After destroying Sung 
in 1279 A.D., the 1\Iongols again altempiccl to capture the 
island country in the east in the following year, this time 
with much greater forces. 

For the second invasion, Yiian sent forces via two routes, 
one through the same course as the first invading forces, 
and the other via the sea route from a port of Sung in South 
China which the Mongols just captured. The first group, the 
East Course forces, were made of 40,000 soldiers including 
10,000 Koreans, who sailed for the Southern Koryo port to 
Japan aboard 900 vessels which also were built by Koreans. 
The other, the South Marine forces, were composed of 
100,000 Yuan soldiers who sailed in 1,500 vessels. These 
powerful invading forces again failed and Yuan gave up 
her attempt to capture Japan. 

During the lG years in Preparation for the t\' .. ·o unsuccess-
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ful Yuan attempts at the in-.asion of Japan, Koryo became 
impu\'erished, ~incc she had had to supply soldiers, vessels, 
non-lighting pe;·,onncl such as steersmen, and foodstuffs for 
the Yiian forces. 

King Wonjong died three months before the first Mongol 
invading forces left for Japan. His son, Sim, was in the 
Yiian Court and had just taken a daughter of the l\longol 
Emperor as his bl"ide. Khubilai told Sim to return Koryo 
and accede to the throne of Koryo. 

Thus after Sim was enthroned as King Ch'ungnyol, the 
bond of Koryo's subordination to Yiian established in the 
reign of Wonjong became stronger and four succeeding 
Kings of Koryo were married to women of the Yiian Imperial 
family. It is believed that these marriages not only made the 
Koryo royal family a close relative of the Yiian sovereign 
but also had wider impact on various phases of social life in 
Koryo. The spreading of Mongolian fashion in people's dress 
was one instance of such an impact; language also did not 
escape Mongolian influence and many Mongolian words are 
believed to have entered the Koryo vocabulary then. All told, 
Koryo was placed under Mongolian control for nearly a 
century. 

16 

FROM KORYO TO CROSON 

As Koryo-Yiian relations became stabilized (as mentioned 
above) after the second Ul1sueecssful Yuan invasion of 
Japan, Ki11gs of Koryo became alienated from the actual 
administmtive power, although in different implication from 
that in the J{anghwa Island capital age. For, quite frequent-
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ly, the kings lived in Peking instead of at thei~ palac: in 
Kaegyong, and sent directives from the l\Iongolmn cap1tal, 
by which their men managed home affairs. 

Under such political circumstances, the welfare of the 
general public was scarcely promoted. Adding to the trouble 
was the rampancy of Japanese seamen who often turned into 
pirates and attacl•ed coastal areas of Koryo. 

After they turned back the Yiian invasion, the Japanese 
accelerated their trade with foreign countries and at times, 
the seamen and traders reso1·ted to violence when they failed 
to conduct profitable trade. (The guest house for the Japa­
nese traders established in Kimju was abolished after the 
Mongolian attack on Japan.) 

The first mention of these Japanese acts of violence was 
found in Korean historical documents as early as the reign 
of Kojong before the capital was moved to Kanghwa. How­
ever, it was about 50 years after the second Mongolian in­
vasion of Japan that the Japanese seamen-traders began 
seriously terrorising the Koreans. Districts south of Kyong­
gi-do suffered annually at the hands of the rampaging J apa­
nese and as Koryo exiles began joining the Japanese to serve 
as guides, the damages began to spread further inland f1·om 
the coastal areas. The pirates attacked and captured rice 
storing centers on land and seized vessels loaded with tax 
rice on the sea. 

As the1·e were little resistance to check the violent Japa­
nese pirates, they grew each year in power and inflicted 
increased damages on Koryo people. The trouble was in­
creased when some Koreans copied the Japanese invaders 
and ransacked many communities disguised as Japanese. 
Thus, how to defend the nation against the pillage of the 
Japanese pirates became the prime problem for ldngs in the 
late years of Koryo since King Kongmin. 

When Kongmin acceded to the throne, Mongol power 
finally began receding on the continent and the Chinese 
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revolted against the I\Iongol rule in many parts. Strongest 
among the rebelling Chinese was Chu Yiian-chang who rose 
to power along the Yangtze River, moved to Chin-ling or the 
present Nanking, and finally marched northward to capture 
the Yiian capital now Peking. The defeated Yiian forces and 
people, headed by Emperor Shun-ti, fled north to settle in 
K'ai-p'ing in Inner l\Iongolia. 

Prior to the enthronement of Chu Yiian-chang as the 
Emperor of i\Iing China at Nanking in 13G8 A.D., King 
Kongmin of Koryo took ach·anbge of the declining power of 
Yiian, and se\·eral years after acceding to the throne, 
marched north to recover Koryo territory in Hamgyong-do. 
He then crossed the Yalu River to pose as though he were 
ready to advance further northwestward but, upon receiving 
envoys from l\Iing, he accepted the Chinese bid and pledged 
obedience to l\Iing. 

In contrast to his earlier years, Kongmin indulged in 
mal-administration in the latter half of his reign, took a 
priest called Pyonjo into his confidence and followed what­
ever advice the priest gave. Finally, the retainers mutinied 
against the king and ldllcd first the priest and then the king 
(137,1 A.D.). Kongmin's son U was made the new king at 
the age of ten, supported by Yi Inim. 

Yibn based in K'ai-p'ing recovered its power in time 
began a southward march toward l\Iing and asked Koryo'~ 
alliance, sending envoys to Kaegyong one after another. The 
vassals of King U were divided equally between those who 
sided with l\Ting and those who favored alliance with Yiian. 

As the Liao-tung a rca was thrown into confusion because 
of the arrival of 1\Iing's advance troops there to meet Yiian 
forces, Ch'oc Yong, the lender of the pro-Yiian group in the 
Koryo court, dispatched forces to attack l\Iing outposts in 
Liao-yang. However, Gen. Ch'o l\Tinsu and Gen. Yi Songgye 
who commanded the forces on order from Ch'oe Yang, were 
against offending l\Iing and halted the troops on an island 
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in the Yalu River instead of storming the Ming bases. The 
generals sent letters to Ch'oe Yong arguing that antagoniz­
ing M:ing was not in the interest of Koryo. When Ch'oe Yong 
refused to accept their stand, the generals turned their 
forces to Kaegyong, took the capital over, executed the pro­
Yuan leader, and dethroned King U to make his son Ch'ang 
the new king. 

When, before long, a plot to restore U to the throne was 
exposed, Yi Songgye, who then wielded most influence, de­
throned Ch'ang and made Yo the new king, called King 
Kongyang. After this, Yi expanded his power rapidly until 
finally he removed all opposition and dethroned King Kong­
yang to make himself the king of Koryo with the backing of 
his aides. This was in 1392 A.D. 

Immediately after acceding to the throne, Yi dispatched 
an envoy to Ming and asked for recognition. Upon winning 
1\Iing's approval, Yi Songgye changed the name of the state 
to Chason, and moved the capital from Kaegyong to Han­
yang, the present Seoul, to lay the foundation for his rule. 
Winning lVIing's recognition was neces3ary not as a diplomat­
ic measure but as an internal political tool for strenr~;thening 
his position. Although Yi Songgye won the approval of Ming 
as the king of Chason, it was not until his grandson 'l"aejong 
became the king that an official seal of the king was given 
by the Chinese emperor, formally confirming Korea's status 
as a tributary of Ming. 

17 

PROBLEMS IN THE SOUTH AND 
THE NORTH 

To understand the history of the 500-year-long reign of 
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the Yi Dynasty, Wi:! must know the life of the founder of the 
dynasty. Yi Songgyl', T'acjo of Choson, was born at Haek­
sok-ri, Yonghung, Hamgyong-namdo. There were three fac­
tors that paved the way for his eventunl rise to the throne. 
The first was that his family since the days of his grand­
father had lived in IIamgyong-do. The second was that he 
was a brilliant general nnd made himself known I.Jy dis­
tingui::Jwd services in the victorious campaigns against the 
Jurchins in the north allll in the clcfcn;>c ngainst the Japa­
nese pirates. The third and the most important factor was 
tlwt he unified lhe Koryo administration which wns split 
over which, l\Iing or Yuan, the country should take side 
with. As mentioned earlier, Yi Songg-ye was dispatched to 
attack a l\Iing outpost l.Jut realized the disadvantage of 
antngonizing l\Iing, turned his forces to expel the pro-Yiian 
group from the Koryo court nnd assumed the ruling position 
in the administration. He then became king through the ar­
rangements he made, which look the appearance of King 
Kongyang's voluntarily vacating· the throne for Yi to take it. 

The reason why his birth place was important was that 
the area where he was born was traditionally outside the 
Koryo territory, and in the area of the projected northern 
development of Koryo. While northern expansion was suc­
cessful in the western half (P'yongan-do) and the Koryo 
development efl"orts reached to the left bank of the Yalu 
River, it did not make much progress in the eastern part 
(Hamgyong-do). The northern end of the development 
reached no farther than Ch'ollyong (the northern boundary 
of Kangwon-do) at one time, nnd at another time, it moved 
to the long fol"trcss outside Chongp'yong. During the Jurchin 
campaign, the Koryo forces. occupied the Hmngyong plain 
for a few years onl~· to be dnvcn out by Jurchins again. The 
Yis had settled in this area \Yhich was under the influence of 
Jurchins. 

The Yis began f.:>rving the Koryo court when Songgye's 
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father came to assist King Kongmin, who tried to expand 
his power taking advantage of the falling influence of Yi.ian. 
For this service, Songgye's father was granted a high mili­
tary rank, opening the way for his son's rise in Koryo. 
Songgye followed up with meritorious services in the sup­
pression of Jm·chins, though ironically, he inherited the 
brave spirit of Jurchin tribesmen. 

One of the important roles the Yi Dynasty played in the 
history of Korea was that it definitely integTated the north­
ern districts of Hamgyong-do and P'yonp:an-do into .the 
territory of Korea. This would not have been possible Wlll~­
out the particular geographical hackp;round of the Yis. Tins 
northern expansion was completed after GO years of en:_ort, 
'vhe K. S . f Cl ' lo·~.;on(l', n mg eJong set up the six fortresses o · · 1 :11 ,. ~ "'(l' 
Hoenyong, K'yongwon, K'yonghung, On:-:iing and Punyon~ 
in the eastern half of the new territory south of the Tu!11e 
Rive;:, and established the four provinces of i\luch'ang, '{]ye, 
Chasong and Yoyon in the west at the upper reaches of the 
Yalu River. 

u ~ pon acceding to the throne, T'aejo took further nlcasu ·al 
to defend the country against J apancse piracy as a nat~~st 
consequence of his successful defensive operations. 'fhe 
and the most drastic measure against attacl<: by pirates ~va~ 
to have them caught at their departing ports by the rule! ·hoe 
that country A k' trol t · s mg the Japanese authorities to con osi-
l~wless seamen had been done before him, but not as ~ he 
tively and earnestly as T'aejo did. Immediately aftcl -
became king T'a · . t the J::tPa ' eJo sent an envoy of goodwill 0 ·ts 
nese Government of A h' d nskcd 1 

. . . . s 1kaga Shop;unate, an • chcd 
favor m prolnbJtmg piracy. At the same time he dispat l jlc 
troops to Kyonggi-d 1 ~ : ~ 11 -do "' 1 

. o, <:yongsang·-do and C.ho a , ·tcrs 
encouragmg desertion of . t 1- . 1. . the des<'1 

'th t bl . b p1ra ·es JY prov11 lllf.!: 
WI S a e JO S. • t 

In 1399 A.D., Korea l 't ao·rcen1c~t . cone udcd an official anll Y '"' f cJll!S' 
w1th the Shogunate, openinoo tl f ·change 0 

b 1e way or an ex ' 
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s~t:ies on various occasions. From the Japanese side, missions 
VISited Korc>a frc>quently to obtain complete sets of Buddhist 
Tripitaka. The;;e missions were headed by Buddhist priests 
who were atron!ed the utmost courtesy at the royal capital 
(Seoul). Some of the suite members were given permission 
to conduct tmdc with Korea. 

The Korean Government's friendly policy toward Japan 
Was not limited to oflieial relations. The government en­
courag-ed free tmde between the two nations by providing 
maximum conveniences to Japanese private citizens, with 
the result that (:Vcn those who had engaged in smuggling 
and Piracy turned to legitimate, peaceful trade. Korea-Japan 
trade expanded so much in time, that in the reign of Sejong, 
regulations about tmde came to be established. Trade ports 
w:re limited to Naeip'o ( Ungch'on), Pusanp'o (Pusan) and 
Yomp'o in Kyonn·sann·-do an annual quota of trading ships 
'~as set and ollk:'iai ;roc~dures for visitors were laid. This 
Situation lasted until the So Family, feudal lord of Tsushima, 
concluded an an-reement with Korea in 1443 A.D. to mono­
Polize the i'ight"" to trade with Korea. 

To add a few later developments, the So Family continued 
to enjoy a monopolistic position as Japanese. People needed 
the So's introduction to visit Korea. In 1510 A.D., after 
Tsushima people in the three trading· ports of Korea ex­
Panded their influence the So Family had a disagreement 
W'tl ' N . ' . 1. 1 Korea over trade expansion and sent forces to a~IP ?• 
:omed by dissident Tsushimans in the three ports. This IS 
tnown as the Revolt of the Three Ports. 

The contacts between Tushima and Korea were suspended 
~s a result of the incident but were reopened in the follow­
Ing Year after a series of negotiations. As a punitive m:as­
ure, Korea closed Pusanp'o and Yomp'o, leaving only Naeip'o 
for the So Family to trade with. Another disagreement de­
ve~oped between the Korean residents in Naeip'o and T~u­
shtma b . . It d ·n the movmg 'ns a out 30 years later, wh1ch 1esu e I 
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of the trading port from Naeip'o to Pusan. 
Along with the settlement of external trouhle~, internal 

problems in Korea were steadily solved, layinf.!: the founda­
tion for prosperity and ~reat cultural aehievcmenls. 

18 

LITERARY ACTIVITIES 

Together with other achievements, great cultural accom­
plishments mark Sejong's 1·egion. Th~ later period of Koryo 
which preceded the Yi Dynasty was chaotic as far as the 
political order was concerned, but was quite active in the 
cultural field. This was attributable to the frequent ex­
changes with Peking, the capital of Yuan, where quite a 
number of Chinese scholars of Southem Sung had settled. 
The new achievements in philosophy and other studies which 
Koryo intellectual leaders learned through contact with the 
Chinese scholars, gave a great impetus to promotion of 
scholarship in Koryo citizens to take civil se1·vice cxamin:l­
tions and giving official posts to successful students. 

Many of the scholars of the late Koryo era continued 
to take responsible positions in the cultural field in the early 
Yi Dynasty days. These scholars wrote or compiled many 
books of importance in the first half century of the dynasty. 
Let us dwell here on a few great works in the field of ofllcial 
annals and hist01·y. 

First comes the Y·i Dynast11 Annals. Compiling records of 
the life and achievements of a king after he died was sta1·ted 
in the early days of Koryo, following the Chinese custom. 
The annal of T'aejo was first compiled by I-Ia Yun and other 
scholars in the reign of King T'aejong and was later 1·evised 
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by Chong lnji and others in the late years of Sejong, while 
those of the second King Chong-jon~ and tltird sovereign 
T'aejong were completed in 1-!lD A.D. under the reign of 
Sejong. With the compilation of the annuls of the first three 
sovereigns of the Yi Dynasty, detailed situations surround­
ing the creation of the dynasty and the spirit in which it was 
founded were recorded and relayed to later generations. 

The compilation of annals continued thereafter as an im­
portant task of each generation until the last sovereign of 
the dynasty. Furthermore, annals were made in four copies, 
either hand written or printed, ~nd kept in the special his­
torical libraries at Songju, Ch'unju and Chungju in addition 
to the one in the caplt::tl; later, the number of copies was 
increased to five and they were p1aced in libraries !!t the 
capital, Kanghwa, T'aep~tek-:>:m of Kyongsang-pukto, O'tae­
san of Knngwlin-do, and Choksang-san of Cholla-pukto. 
These annals, totalling about 1,700 volumes, have served 
later historians as the fundamental materials for studying 
the history and institutions of the dynasty. 

Equally important was the compilation of the history of 
the 470 year-long Koryo. The work was started as early as 
the reign of T'aejo, and, after half a century of continuous 
efforts, it finally materialized in the form of two boob, one a 
139-volume J(01·y&-sa in 1-151 A.D., another a 35-volume J(o­
ryc;-sa, CMlyo in the following year, both important historical 
sources of great value. That the histories of the preceding 
period were compiled immediately after the new dynasty 
was born was most fortunate for the preservation and 
classification of the previous era's documents and books. 
Part of the intention behind compiling Koryo-sa wa& 
apparently an effort to put on record the position of the 
new dynasty on the events that led to the founding of the 
new state, J(oryu-sa is valuable not only for historical facts 
but also for the thinking and philosophy of the founders of 
the new dynasty it recorded. 
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Next comes Chiriji (Geog-raphical Gazetteer) compile<! 
also in the reign of Sejong-. The compilation of the p;eo~raph­
ical gazetteer, which provides the funtlamentul pr:-.ctical 
information for administration, 'vas started in H2-1 A.D. 
and was first completed by Yun Hoc, Sin Sack and other 
scholars. It was supplemented and published as an appendix 
of annual of Sejong. Then several years later, with the 
addition of some literary works, it was completed as Tong­
yule Yoji Songnam (Survey of Korean Geog-raphy) and after 
several revisions, it finally was perfected to the 55-volume 
Sinjung Tongguk Yoji S<ingnam (Revised Survey of Korean 
Geography) which is still kept today. 

The geographical division of Korea into eip:ht "clo" (pro­
vinces) is clearly stated in this gazetteers as the form preced­
ing the thirteen-do composition which was in use untill 
recently. 

The fourth accomplishment was the completion of the 
statute. The work was begun in the reign of T'aejong with 
the compilation of Kyongjc Yukchcn, which was completed 
in his era. As new laws and ordinance were issued, the code 
was revised, and expanded through the reig-ns of T'acjong, 
Sejong and Sejo until it was finally completed in the first 
year of Yejong (ltl.G!) A.D.) and published in the following 
year as Kyr:nggulc TacjiJn in six volumes. This laid the foun­
dation of the administrative structure and statute for the 
nation. Composed of six parts, respectively devoted to mat­
ters of civil appointment, revenue, rites, war, punishments 
and works, the statute was patterned after the Chinese six­
code system with necessary modifications and the inclusion 
of Korean traditions and customs to meet the local need. 
Thus this statute was respected for many generations as a 
great legacy of the founders of the country, and served as 
the standard for administration. Any revision had to go 
through a series of very strict procedures. 

In close relation to the active turnout of these important 
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works was i he de\"C•IopmC'nt of printing techniques. Usc of 
printing typ0s first became popular in the lnt<l Koryo period, 
and during th0 reigns of T'aejong and Sejong, hundreds of 
thousands of types were said to ha,·c bct>n r:tst, laying the 
foundation for the famous Korean types. 

When the cultural development of the period is viewed as a 
whole, one can name quite a number of great works in the 
fields of literature, art and crnft. The most important among 
them was the creation of the Korean national letters known 
as llallgul. 

Ilallgul, the use of which was promulgated in 1·146 A.D., 
was a system of phonetic symbols li!;:e the noman alphabet. 
Originally, it was composed of 28 vowels and consonants but 
later was rearranged into 11 vowels and H consonant sym- .>::. 

bois, 'vhich in combination designated all Korean sounds. 
Since the Silla period, attempts had been made to employ 

Chinese characters to express the Korean sounds, but their 
usc had not widely spread. The creation of the Korean 
phonetic symbols was thus the most epochal event in the 
cultural history of Korea, for it gave the common people 
their own symbols to put the spoken words on paper, and 
enabled a nvift, wide spreading of culture. 

As for the origin of Hallgul, there is no agreement among 
scholurs. One school thinks that it was a simplification of 
ancient Chinese seal characters. Some say it derived from 
old Indian script, others trace it to hieroglyphs, still others 
maintain that it came from the Tibetan alphabet. However, 
consideration of the cultural circumstances of that time 
sug·gcsts u:; the likcllcst supposition that Hangul symbols 
came from l\Iongolian lcttCl'S, Even if no direct tics arc found 
between the t·.vo, it is easy to imagine that efforts to create 
the Korean symhols were motivated through frequent con­
tacts with the l\It.ngolian culture since the Koryo days. 

Thus the cultural foundations for the Yi Dynasty were 
laid. Let •Js see in Lhe next chapter how the life of the ~en-
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eral public was regulated and what served as moral stand­
ards. 

19 

BUDDHISM AND CONFUCIANISM 

As mentioned earlier, Buddhism received special protection 
under the Koryo rulers because of the role it played in the 
defense of the nation. Temples were given the protectio 
and support of the state and priests became aristocrat·n 
after the mid-Silla period. Buddhist priests not only won t~c 
respect of all the people but also gained an increased ceo~ 
nomic power. In fact, the temples owned land and serf 
giving the priests the same economic status as aristocrats :;. 
the day. 

Given such privileges and economic and political Pow . 
Buddhist priests gradually became corrupt, inviting- str eJ' 
criticism against Buddhism. It was only natural that 0°ng 
th · I· · · th t I nee en: re 1g10us sanctity was g-o~e! e emp es attracted the 
specml attention of the admm1strator for their ~ec 1 ,, u ar 
power. 

As the Yi Dynasty was formed, aristocrats and h' h 
officials of the old regime were deprived of their Ian(Js Ig 1 an( 
serfs which were taken over hy those who rose to p · . ower 
under the new dynasty. The Buddhist temples were no 
exception. 

T'aejo limited the number of B~1ddhist priests by estab­
Jislling a license system under wh_JCh :1.nyhody who Wanted 
to obtain the license was first reqmred to pay a ce.rtain tax. 
He inhibited construction of new tem?Jcs ~nd dcprnrcd those 

. h f 'I I to meet the quahfication as a Buddhist 
pnests w o ai cc . G A D 'f'· . . 
priest of all privileges. 'fhcn 111 140 · · .H'.Jong- hmited 
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the> numhc>r of Ruchlhbl ~ects to 12, and the total number of 
templc>s to :!:t:!. ;;pl llw !<tantlard number of serfs and area of 
manorial land for c>al'h class of temples and confiscated a11 
that exceedl'd tlw ll'vel. 

This strict polky on Buddhism was further intensified by 
Sejong", who in 1-1:!-1 A.D. merged various sects of Buddhism 
into only two, s,;n;'ono (Practice Sect) and KuojonrJ (Learn­
ing Rect), rc>duu~d the number of head-temples to 36 and 
cut the number of peasants and area of land accordingly. 

Thus Buddhism and Buddhist priests were suppressed in 
the early da~·s of the Yi Dynasty. But no matter how de­
praved priests became and how harsh the persecution was, 
the Buddhist faith kc>pt b~· individual followers did not die 
out. On the contrary, people looked for moral and spiritual 
support more earnestly at the time of a great change involv­
ing falling- and rising dynasties than in times of peace. 
This was al~o true of the rulers; even of T'nejo himself, who 
startc>d the anti-Buddhism policy, and also of Sejong and 
Scjo. 

However, since the basic policy of the dynasty was to hold 
down Buddhi1<m, thi1< religion played a far inferior historical 
role in the dtly of Yi Dynasty compared with its role in the 
preceding Koryo pcriocl. The religion, or it may be better 
called philosophy, that was characteristic of Yi Dynasty days 
was Confucianism. 

Althoug-h Confucianism had been known in Koren since 
the days of the Three Kingdoms, it was Chu-tzu's Nco-Con­
fucianism which had a wide influence in the Yi Dynasty 
period. Developed in south China, Chu-tzu's philosophy 
spread to north Chinn in the Yiinn period, and was brought 
to Koryo by high officials and scholars who visited the Yiian 
capital (Peking) frequently, as Koryo being a subject state 
of the Mongols. The fact that the Yiian civil service exami­
nation was open to Koryo subjects added impetus to the 
spreading of Chu-tzu's Nco-Confucianism in Koryo, as it was 
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an important part of learning in Yiian then. Copying the 
Chinese system, Koryo soon at!npll·•l tlw l'ivil ~'l'rviee ex­
amination system, paving the roar\ for the \\"irll•:<Jli'C:trl dis­
semination of Chu-tzu's philosoJlhy in Korea. 

Chu-tzu's Nco-Confucianism was essentially anti-Bud­
dhism. As corrupt Buddhist priests were drawing strong 
criticism and anti-Buddhh~tic feeling was prevailing·, Korea 
in the early Yi Dynasty, had an id('al climate for aecepting 
Chu-tzu's philosophy. Furthermore, the administrators made 
strong efforts to spread the Neo-Confueianism in line with 
their Buddhism reform policy by making it the state religion, 
by making it a compulsory item in the civil anrl military 
examinations, and by building scl10ols to teach the religion. 
This was apparently done more for renewing and organizing 
public sentiment in support of the new regime t.han for 
merely oppressing Buddhism. 

Chu-tzu's Nco-Confucianism also served as the standard 
for the new social order, regulations, and manners. In the 
Koryo days, both official and private functions and rites 
were performed in the Buddhist manner; now Nco-Confu­
cianism replaced it. The most fundamental and concrete 
standards of the manners of Chu-tzu's Nco-Confucianism 
were laid in Wen-Kung Chia-li, said to be authored by Chu­
tzu himself. This book set the regulations for the ceremonies 
of coming of age, marriage, and funerals for the ruling class. 
Centering on ancestral worship, it strictly differentiated the 
position of each family member and related social distinc­
tions, sharply contrasting the philosophy of Buddhism which 
called for absolute equality. 

These basic principles and practical regulations originall~ 
set for the rulers were adopted by the common people, and 
became an integral part of their life, their traces still being 
observed in the customs and manners of Koreans today. 

However, the mam~crs set forth by Chu-tzu's philosophy 
tended to be superficial and the fundamentals of Nco-Con-
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fucianism placed excessive emphasis on lmowledge and moral 
obligations, thus binding the life and customs of the people 
with mannerism. Furthermore, whcn it came to giving spiri­
tual comfort or saving- one's soul, this new philosophy was 
not comparable to Buddhism. This weakness of Nco-Confu­
cianism accounts for the continued influence Buddhism com­
manded over the people in spite of all the oppressive meas­
ures it experienced under the Yi regime. That Shamanism 
became quite popular among the common people was also 
attributable to the shortcomings of Chu-tzu's philosophy. 

In short, Chu-tzu's Nco-Confucianism had outstanding 
merit in bring-ing about unity among the people but it also 
did harm when the unity turned into uniformity, then to 
stagnancy and to degeneration. It became im·olved in power 
struggles in the court and then in disptitcs between political 
parties which were to fill the p~1ges of the history of the 
latc1· Yi Dynasty period. 

20 

PARTY STRIFE 

A series of conflicts between political parties was heralded 
by the intcmal struggle between the royal court officials 
during the reign of King Yonsan. Since the trouble had 
direct bearing on the succession to the throne, let me briefly 
touch on the succession to the throne after T'aejo. 

A year after his accession to the throne, T'aejo named 
Pangsok, born by l1is second queen Kung, as Crown Prince. 
Since the young· Crown Prince had many brothers by differ­
ent mothers, a senior ministl.!r Chong Tojon attempted to kill 
these princes in fear of a possible struggle over the throne 
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between the Crown Prince and his brothers. However, this 
plot leaked out, and one of the princes, Pangw~n, assassi­
nated the Crown Prince and Chong, and asked Ius father to 
name his elder brother Panggwa the new Crown Prince. 
T'aejo accepted this request, and abdicated from the throne 
to Panggwa (later Chongjong). T'acjo named himself ex­
King and held the title for ten years after that. 

Chongjong, on the other ha!ld, Ya~atetl his throne to hh; 
young brother Pangwon (later T'acjong) in only two years. 
The throne was passed from T'aejonp; to his son Scjong, 
then to Munjong, who perished in two years. The then Crown 
Prince (later Tanjong) took the thnme at the age of twelve. 
It was GO odd years after its founding that the Yi Dynasty 
faced a serious crisis with the enthronement of this young 
King Tanjong. 

Tangjong's uncle Prince Suyang· (Sejo) killed key retain­
ers who had assisted Tanjong; on the orders of King :\Iun­
jong, and claimed the throne himself. Then he furthet· kille(l 
more than 70 high government officials, who attempted to 
restore the throne to King Tanjong, and finally ldlletl Tan­
jong (Nosangun) himself. 

Sejo's son Yejong died a year after this enthronement, 
and was succeeded by his son Songjonr;, whose reir.!;n lasted 
for 25 years in fairly good repute. llowevet·, his su~:eessor 
Yonsan was dissolute in conduct and !mown for many fail­
ures in his policies. A military official Han !\Iyun~hoc and 
his family who helped Sejo to take the throne established a 
maternal relationship with the king's family and grasped 
the actual power of the governnwnt. On the oLhcr hand, 
theorist statemen in the grou1J c f Kim Chong-j ik who had 
held important po<;ts during the reign of King Songjong 
were opposed to the Han l\Iyonghoe's group. The conflicts 
between these two groups came to the fore over the historical 
interpretation of Sejo's enthronement in 1,108 A.D. 

Kim Chongjik's school is believed to have originated by 
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Kil Chac, a Confucianist who served to Kings U and Ch'ang 
during the late days of Koryo. After those two kings were 
killed lly thcit· polilical enemies, Kil Chac retired from official 
service and dedicated his life to the education of youth at 
his home town, Sonsan, Kyongsang-do. 

One of his students, Kim Sukcha, a son of a local official, 
was invited tc serve the government by King Sejong and 
made his name as a government scholar. Kim Chongjik was 
one of his sons. 

Kim Chong·jik's students included Kim Ilson, Kim Hongp'il, 
Chong Yoch'ang and many other notables who together 
formed an influentid academic group. This g-roup, called a 
theorist group against the conventional rhetorician group, 
emphasized the moral criticism of the Chu-tzu school. 

In U!JS A.D., Kim Chongjik's disciple, Kim Ilson was 
criticized by his opponent group for having written criticism 
against Sejo in his historical study. Members of his group 
were either ldllcd or ousted from the central Government to 
remote areas. Six years later, the remaining members of his 
group were all executed. 

King Chungjong who replaced Yonsan first made im­
portant Cho Kwangjo who inherited Kim Chongjik's theory, 
but gradually became dissatisfied with their policy. Then, 
the opposition group took this opportunity to drive Cho 
Kwangjo and his group out of power, in 1519 A.D. Thus, 
the Chu-tzu school group was forced to retreat. However, 
this did not put an l'nd to the fights among high government 
officials at all. When Chungjong's successor Injong perished 
only eight months after his enthronement, and his brother 
Myongjong took the throne at the a~e of twelve, the power 
struggle between Yun Im and Yun Wonhyong, the two re­
latives of the King's family, grew keener. The Chu-tzu group 
was also involved in this struggle. Because the group was 
regarded as siding with the Yun 1m's camp, it was oppressed 
severely by Yun ·wonhyong's group. Among the members of 
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the Chu-tzu group at that time were Yi Hwang (T'oegye) 
and Yi I (Yulgok), who arc deemed to have been Korea's 
top-not(!h Confu~ianists. 

l\Iyongjong's successor Sonjo promoted mcmb~rs of the 
Chu-tzu group to high government posts at first. However, 
the idealism of these new thinkers did not go well with the 
conservative attitude of government leaders at that time. 
Thus, the tension between the old and the new grew keener. 
In addition, the intraparty strug-gle bcl\vcen members of the 
Chu-tzu group developed from this time on in an increasing 
seriousness. 

1\·Ieanwhile, Chief Justice Sin Uigyun, Lrothcr to the Queen 
of King 1\Iyongjong, and Kim Hyowon, a relative of Yun 
Wonhyong and a disciple of the Kim Chongjik school, were 
pitted against each other in fierce rivalry over a power 
struggle. The two were surrounded Ly hundreds of followers 
-the former for his high family status and hi~h g-overn­
ment post, and the latter for his academic fame, intelligence, 
and the post of appointing government officials. Sin Uigyun's 
group was called Suin (Westerners) while Kim Ilyowon's 
group was called Tong in (Easterners). Later, the 'Tong in 
group was split into two groups-Namin (Southerners) and 
Pug in (Northerners). The three groups arc lmown together 
as the 'three colors' (See the list in page 73). 

The history of the Yi Dynasty is sr\id to be the history 
of party struggles. These three groups observed rcpcatc(l 
splits among themselves, but maintained their school;; for 
300 years, each developing strong, executive charactc1·ist..!c '· 
While the king's power was too weak to sctllc those p:trly 
druggles, each group engaged in an endless strugg-le one 
against another. It was only n:~tural that their condu('t had 
unfavorable influence over national policy an(l the so~ial life 
of the public. 
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JAPANESE INVASION OF KOREA 

\Vhile Korean politics were thrown into confusion because 
of repeated party strug-g;les since the time of King Yonsan, 
Japanese troops crossed the sen to approach the waters off 
Pusan. This incident in lG!J~ A.D. gave a tremendous shock 
to both the government and the people of Korea. 

Toyotomi llidryoshi, a Japanese warlord who was about 
to put the whole of Jap:m under his control at that time, 
attempted to l'Xp;md into Continental Asia. In 15S!J A.D., 
he ordered Su Yo:;hitomo, the lord of Tsushima Island, to 
ask the Korean ldn~ to swear his allegiance to Japan. As 
far as the So family was concerned, however, the relation­
ship between Japan and Korea had important implications 
for commercial trade between Tsushima Island and Korea. 
Therefore, So himself visited Korea to have negotiations with 
Korean leaders, and narrowly persuaded them to send a 
two-man mission to Japan, and brought it to Japan. Hide­
yoshi told the mission that he had a definite plan to attack 
l\Iing, China, and asked them to tell the Korean king to serve 
in the vanguard of the Japanese expeditionary forces to 
1\'Iing. 

However, the Korean king failed to give an explicit answer 
to Hideyoshi's request, in spite of desperate efforts by So. 
Thus, Hideyoshi turned his target from 1\Iing to Korea. He 
sent an army of lGO,OOO men across the sea to the peninsula. 

The Jap:mesc army bn(lc-d at Pusan in April, 15!J2 A.D., 
:md in only 20 days, took Seoul by a lightening attack. 
The Kore:m king Sonjo having failed to take immediate 
dc:fc.nsivc measure against the Japanese invasion, abandoned 
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the capital to flee to the north, and entered P'yong-yanp:. 
During the exodus from Seoul to P'yongyang-, the Kin~ sent 
Prince Sunhwa to Kangwon-do and Pt·ince Imhae to Ham­
gyong-do to raise troops there. 

After entering Seoul, Japanese commanders got togclher 
to decide which troop should attack which area, and con­
tinued the aggression in Korea, collecting taxes from resi­
dents to secure foodstuffs for the J apancse sollliers. 

The Japanese troops that entered P'yon~an-do occupiell 
P'yongyang to force the Korean~ King to abandon the city 
and to go up farther north to Uiju. i\IeanwhiiC', the troops 
that headed for Hamgyong-do captured Princes Sunhwa and 
Imhae in Hoenyong, then crossed the Tumen River to enter 
the land of Orangk'ae or Warka, a Tungusic people living 
in East Manchuria. Other areas \Yl're also taken hy the 
Japanese troops. The Korean navy, headed hy Yi Sunsin, 
alone maintained its superiority over the J apancse navy 
throughout the war. 

In the meantime, l\Iing determined to help her subordinate 
country fight back the Japanese invasion, and l\ling General 
Tsu Ch'eng-hsiin headed an army to attack P'yun~yang by 
way of Liao-tung in June, but without success. Then, l\Iing 
sent Shen Wei-ching as a peace envoy to the Japanese camp 
in an effort to check the sharp advance of the Japanese 
troops and to investigate the situation of the Japanese troops 
in Korea. He met Japanese commanders in P'yong-yang for 
the negotiations, and after returning home, advised the 
Government to conclude a peace treaty with Japan. However, 
the Ming Government ignored his advice and sent the army 
of General Li Ju-sung to attack P'yongyang next January, 
15!J3 A.D. The Japanese troops retreated from P'yongyang, 
and narrowly checked the advance of the l\Iing troops in the 
northwestern suburbs of Seoul. 

Meanwhile, the "rescue army" of l\Iing encouraged the 
Korean people to organize militias here and there in the 
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peninsula. The .Japanese troops had great trouble in sub­
duing these Korean re:<istance fronts. It was in such cir­
cumstance,; that Shen \Vci-ching visited Konishi Yukinaga, 
one of the Japanese commanders, in Seoul to seck for an 
armistice treaty. The proposed terms were exchange of peace 
mission:.; bel ween the two countries and simultaneous with­
drawal of the troop,; from the peninsula. 

The negotiations, ho\\·ever, failed in 1506 A.D. as a wide 
gap became apparent between the l\Iing court and Hideyoshi 
in the appraisal of the situation. Early the next year, the 
Japanese troop,; landed in southern Korea. l\Iing also mobi­
lized her army and na\·y on the request of Korea to counter­
attack the Japanese troops. Thus, Japanese and Ming troops 
engaged in fierce battles again. 

Before the J apancse army registered any sizable victory, 
Hidcyoshi succumbed to an illness, ordering in his will 
withdrawal of Japanese troops. Konishi Yukinaga, who was 
dealing with the peace negotiations with Illing representa­
tives sin.::c the previous war, conferred with i'ding command­
ers and exchang<.'d hostage:;. After the two parties agreed 
that Korea would seut an arr;tistice mission later to Japan, 
Konishi withdrew the Japanese troops from Korea. Thus, 
the seven-year long war came to a tentative end. 

It was a great sl'tback to Korea that it engaged in the 
long, repeated wn r ag-ainst Japan, especially in the southern 
half of the peninsula which was rich in agricultural re­
sources, and that the l\Iing troops stayed in Korea for a 
long time after Japan's withdrmval, squeezing Korea's 
wealth. The owrall interpretation of the historical meaning 
of this war should be reviewed through a study of the war's 
influence over Korea's tlOlitical, social and economical struc­
ture. 

The repeated dif'pat<:h of large armies to Korea was a 
fatal blow to the already-weakening power of 1\Iing and 
constituted a major factor towards i\Iing's fall through the 
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financial difficulties of the country. On the other hand, the 
decadence of Ming resulted in the rise of the up-and-cominp; 
Manchu powcr-Nurhachi, headman of the Jurchin tribe 
based in the area around Ycnden, cast of l\lukden. 

In spite of the armistice treaty concluded between Japan's 
Konishi and the Ming commanders, Korea did not send its 
mission to Japan after all. It was in the 17th century when 
the Tokugawa Shogunate was established that Korea's atti­
tude to Japan became more favorable. Tsushima's lord So 
Yoshitomo made his own elforts to restore Japan-Korea 
diplomatic relations with the hope of restoring trade rela­
tions between Tsushima and Korea for his own economic 
reasons. 

As a result, a Korean peace mission visited Japan in 
1607 A.D. and diplomatic relations between the two coun­
tries were officially restored. After that, Korea sent 12 mis­
sions to Japan throughout the 300 years of the Tokugawa 
era. In 1609 A.D., So Yoshitomo himself concluded a trade 
treaty with Korea. The treaty, thus monopolized by Tsu­
shima on the Japanese side, was aimed princi11::tlly at re­
ceiving from Korea supplies of goods which were short in 
Tsushima, with a view to stabilizing people's life in the 
Island. Therefore, trade on a mutual exchange basis was 
given secondary importance under the treaty. Under this 
treaty, So purchased 100 sole of rice from Korea, and in 
return sent 20 trade ships to Korea ev.ery year. Pusan was 
designated as the sole Korean port open to Tsushima for 
the purpose of trade, and a Japanese consulate was opened 
there for the reception of the trade ships. So had his officiab 
stay in the consulate in Pusan to deal wit4 the Tsushima­
Korea trade business. 

This consulate house was located on the Choryong Island 
off Pu:::an Port during the years immediately following the 
withurawal of the Japanese army, but moYcd to Such'ang­
uong (then Tumop'u), south of Pusan City after the treaty 
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was coneludt'd. The consulate house was moved to Ch'oryang 
70 years btl'!" :md remained there for 200 years until the 
late l!Jth ccntuJT· 
Japan export(':! domestic-made copper as well as such im­
ported items as dyestufl"s, buffalow horn and pepper, and 
importe1l from Korea rice, soy beans, cotton, carrots and 
herb medicines. 

22 

KOREA'S RELATIONSHIP WITH 
MING AND CH'ING 

Even the seven-year-long war failed to dissolve the afore­
mentioned party struggles in Korea. Each party was unable 
to get rid of its exclusively closed characteristics in spite 
of the life and death crisis in the country. The rivalling 
political principles remained separate throughout the war. 

King Songjo's successot· Kwanghae was dethroned by the 
Siiin group, which helped Injo to the throne. Thus, the 
accession to the throne became to· be a tool of the party 
struggles. 

A few years after the enthronement of King Injo, Korea 
faced its second threat from the northern enemy-invasion 
by the Ch'ing Army in 1G~7 A.D. 

Nurhachi, the first Emperor of Ch'ing, raised his army 
in Yenden, Manchuria, in early 1580's and expanded his 
power while Korea was engaged in the war against Japan. 
He conquered Jurchin tribes who lived in northern Man­
churia, and named his country Latter Chin in 1616 A.D. 
After scoring an overwhelming victory in the battle with 
the Ming army at l\It. Sarhii, he took Shen-yang (Mukden) 
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and L' tao-yang then placed the whole of the Liao-tnng area 
Under his cont'rol before he moved the capital to Shen-yang. 

At the battle of l\ft. Sarhu, Korea sent her army in rc­
~:onse to Ming's request, and attacked i\lanclm troops from 
h e south. As the Ming army was defeated in the battle, 
V~We-ver, Korean Commander-in-Chief Kang Hongnip and 
Mice-Commander Kim Kyongso smTciH!ered themselves to 

anchu troops. 

m Nurhachi's succe.ssor Hong 'faiji sent an army of 30,000 
'ten to Korea, which had refused to suncndcr to him for 
~hs allegiance to Ming. When the Kon•an King Injo rcreived 
II e report that the Manchu Army rea<'hed P'yongsan, 

Wanghae-do, he took refuge on Kanghwa Island, and sent 
an armistice mission to the. invaders. Thus, Korea concluded 
a~ alliance with the l\lanchus, and swore to ;;end a tributary 
mission to the i\Ianchu court regularly. The i\Ianchu army 
return d t N' e o the north. (1G27 A.D.) 
As tnc Years later, Latter Chin ('hanged _its ~ame to Cl~'ing. 

1 ~orca later showed signs of n·stormg Its suborchnate 
re attonship to Ming Ch'ing's Hong Taiji himself led a large 
arm ' -
th Y to attack Korea. As i\Ian('hu troops appm:tchcd Seoul, 
b e Korean King tried to escape to Kanghwa Island again, 
i;t had ~o time to do so, and entered the Namhansan Castle 
b _KangJu with his Crown Prince. The castle was soon 
e~Ieged by the Ch'ing army, and Injo surrcntlered to Ch'ing 

onby 45 days later. He was forced to pledge Korea's absolute 
~~- ordination to Ch'ing by cutting Korea's relationship with 
1 lllg, to submit hostarres and to deploy K01·can troops when 
requ t "' ~s ed by Ch'ing. As he accepted more than ten severe 
conditions for Korea's allegiance to Ch'ing, Hong Taiji ap­
Proved Korea's surrender in the Namhnnsan Castle. There is 
a ~onument with the inscriptions written in Manchu, Mon­
go Jan and Chinese to mark the surrender at Samch'ondo 
on the bank of the Han River, where the> l\Ianrhu Emperor 
accepted Injo's surrender. 
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Thus hadn:.>: conqueretl Korea to secure the safety of its 
own flank, Ch'ing- ~larted the invasion of northern China 
seYen years later, :n~d moved its capital to Peking in 
lGHA.D. 

After the surrender to Ch'ing: at Namhansan Castle, Korea 
sent four official mi~sions to the Ch'ing capital every year. 
Besides these four ollicial, annual missions, (which were 
later made into one mission a year) Korea sent additional 
"extraordinary" missions with a quantity of contributions 
to the Emperor. 

The annual contribution included 100 taels of gold, 1,000 
taels of sih·er, 200 p:.irs of bufTalow-horn bowends, 100 sheets 
of leopard skin, 100 sheets of deer skin, 1,000 packs of tea, 
400 sheets of otter skin, 300 sheets of leather, 10 packs of 
pepper, 2G swords, 200 cattics of Sapan-wood, 1,000 rolls of 
large-sized papers, 10 short swords, 1,500 rolls of small­
sized papers, '1 grass sheets with five-nailed U.ragon patterns, 
40 grass sheets with flowers patterns, 200 rolls of ramie 
cloth, 2,000 rolls of mixed cotton-silk cloth, 400 rolls of hemp 
cloth, 10,000 rolls of fine cotton cloth, 1,400 rolls of ordinary 
cotton cloth, and 1,000 sac){s of rice. 

The forced tribute to Ch'ing by Korea lasted until toward 
the end of the Yi Dynasty, though its quantity was gradually 
reduced. On the other hand, anti-Ch'ing feeling among tht! 
Korean people enhanced their respect to the defunct Ming 
culture, which constituted the main stream of thought during 
the latter half of the Yi Dynasty. 
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NEW TREND IN LEARNING 

Although Korea changed its suhonlination to Ch'ing from 
Ming, the domestic party strugr~lcs continuccl. In fact, the 
party struggles grew worse year after yC'ar and decade 
after decade. With the worsening of the party struggles, 
thousand of able government official~ wcrc killed by their 
enemies, and the king's reign grew weaker ('\"ery age. The 
history of these party struggles from Kin~ Sunjo's time can 
be roughly illustrated as in the following list (Sec page 73). 

Thus, about 100 years after the formation of the Eastern­
ers (Tongin) and the Westerners, the Korean scholars and 
officialdom were divided roughly into four groups-.:V M"on 
(Old Doctoriners), So1·on (Youne Doctoriners), Nrtntin 
(Southerners) and Puuin (Northerners)-undcr the reign of 
King Sukchong. 

From the Sukchong Age on, the scholars and thinkers in 
the central government posts belonged either to the No,·on 
or So1·on groups which engaged in fierce rivalry. The Na.min 
group lost its former glory and fame and faded away from 
that time. 

Song Siryol, one of the famed leaders of the N o1·on group, 
was a noted scholar of the time, but was executed in 1689 
A.D., victim of the opposition's intrigue!;. 

King Kyongjong, whose reign succcC'ded lhe 4G-year-long 
reign of King Sukchong, perishecl four years later, and was 
succeeded by Yongjo who was on the throne for 52 years. 
Then, Chongjo replaced Yongjo and ruled the country for 
24 years. 

Korean culture flourished during the 7G years of the rules 
of Kings Yongjo and Chongjo, in what is called the second 



1567 A.D. 

rReigns 
S5njo 

Factions 

1608 

K wanghae-gun 

1623 1649 1674 - -~-~--~ =----- 1720 

1 . ! Hyiijong & : 
nJO -----~-Hyiinjong \ 

Sukchong 

Tongin- ~ ~- -Namin !-Namin ---\-Namin --'-Ch'ongnam I 
(Easterners) (Southerner) j j j I ! : I 

: -Cimngbuk : : : -Namin, 

LPugin !-Taebuk-,1-Yukbuk ~ l 1-!-T'angna~ 
(Northerner) I : : : : l -Kolbuk l 

: -Ch'ongsobuk -, : 
-:-sobuk --1 -:-sobuk Pugin 

: -T'aksobuk- : 

1
-Yun-so -~ i ! 

Soin--- --:-s:>in Ch'ongso : 
(Westerners) -Sin-50 - ! J i : 

I i -Kongsi:i --Noso-
1 

; -· ,-Noron--Noron 
: : / -.-Som --
: : -Sos5- : -Soron---Soron 
i i ~ i ----



74 A SHORT l!ISTORY OF KOREA 

prosperity period of the Korean culture (during the Yi 
Dynasty, after the one which occurred under King Sejong.) 
Both Yongjo and Chongjo were cultured, clever kings, who 
took men of talent into government services by fair selec­
tion, in an attempt to eliminate the ugly power struggles 
between political parties. 

The cultural prosperity of the period was also attributa­
ble to the rise of the Namin group in scholarly fields. After 
its retreat from political struggles, the Namin group sought 
its rwison d'etrc in scientific fields, especially in such practical 
sciences as history, geography and constitutional study. Also 
rising to leading positions in the society at that time were 
members of the so-called "middle class", which consisted of 
those who had been 1·anked in between the ruling upper class 
and the common, as well as those of underprivileged status, 
such as children of mistresses who had been given discrimi­
natory treatment even though their fathers were of the 
upper class. Those "new class" people were given the op­
portunity to serve in high government posts provided they 
passed examinations for such practical sciences as transla­
tion, jurisprudence, mathematics and medical sciences. 

Thus, the cultural prosperity of Korea at that time was 
affected by external influences, particularly from China. 
The 70 odd years under the reign of the Kings Yongjo and 
Chongjo in Korea corresponded roughly with the Ch'ien-lung 
Era (60 years) when the cultural development of the Ch'ing 
Dynasty reached its peak. During the late days of the Ming 
Dynasty, the Ming Government enforced strict restrictions 
on the activities in China of Korean missions, particularly in 
terms of their approach to :i\Iing scholars. The l\Iing Govern­
ment even restricted the purchase by Korean mission mem­
bers of Chinese publications in Ming. 

These restrictions were largely lifted after the Ch'ing 
took over the control of China. Korean mission members 
were permitted to visit noted Chinese scholars in Peking and 
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to buy Chinc!;c publications, both classic and contemporary. 
Thus, the mcthoclolcp:y of hi:-;torical researches in Ch'ing at 
that time was introduced to Koren to flourish in the penin­
sula during the age of King Chongjc>. 

It must be noted that Western sciences and Christianity 
were also introduced to Korea via China. It was at this age 
that Korea imported from China the 'Vestern sciences of 
astronom~·. mathematics und artillery. Christianity seemed 
to l1ave been studied by Korean scholars as a school of 
philosophy, rather thr.n a:. a religion. An Chung-bok, a noted 
scholar of the Namin group, wrote books on Christianity 
at tlmt time. 

Christianity as a philosophy gradually took on the form 
of a religion in Korea, attracting a growing number of be­
lievers. In 17!>5 A.D., a Chinese missionary Chou Wen-nm 
visited !{orca, followed by French missionaries on a series 
of visit. Shccked by the rapid development of the Western 
religion in Korea, the Korean government, which at first 
paid little attention to Christianity, started placing restric­
tions on the activities of Christian missionaries in Korea 
(1801 A.D.). Then, the government bolstered restrictions on 
Christianity in 183!) and 1866 A.D. 

New trends in Korean sciences were symbolically ex­
pressed by the establishment of an organ called Kyujanggak, 
which was set up at the Royal Court in the early years of 
King Chongjo. This organ can be termed an entirely new 
ldnd of Korean academic center, free from the conventional 
administrative controls and from the control of relatives of 
the royal family and government officials who had held a 
tremendous power over Korean scholars. Legally speaking, 
however, this organ was meant for preserving the writings 
of Korean kings and for collecting and storing Korean and 
Chinese classical books. The collection of classic publications 
appeared to follow the example of the Chinese Ssn-k'u 
Ch'uan-slm of the Ch'ien-lung Age. The leading management 
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posts of the Kyujanggak were held by Kumsiigwan or Book 
Inspectors. Pak Chega, So Isu, Yi Ttmgmu and Yu Tukkong 
who were appointed as first managers of the organ were 
all of the aforementioned "New class", while some others, 
including Chong Yagyong and Yi Kahwan, were scholars of 
the Namin group and personal assistants to King Chongjo. 

The writings of the Chongjo who was also known under 
the pen name of Hongjae, were arranged into the 100 
volumes of Hongjac Ch'anso. This collection describes the 
life of Chongjo as an individual on the one hand and his 
policy on Korean culture on the other hand, thereby showing 
the cultural taste of statesmen as well as men of culture 
as that time in Korea. 

The period of about 50 years after the death of Chongjo, 
which was under the reigns of Sunjo and Hyongjong, was 
regarded as a politically decadence period in Korea. In terms 
of cultural development, however, the period witnessed a 
maturity of the Korean culture which was planted during 
the Chongjo Age. One of the representative scholars at that 
time was Kim Chonghiii, who was said to be a rare genius. 
He gained friendship with such great Chinese scholars of 
the Ch'ien-lung Age as Weng Fang-kang and Yi.ian Yi.ian, 
and was credited with propagating the practical approach 
he learned from Chinese scholars throughout the peninsula. 
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FOREIGN POWERS AND KOREA 

Around the turn of the eighteenth century, Asian countries 
began to feel increasing- pressure from European and Ameri­
can powers. This was tot.:chcd off by the Opium \Var which 
resulted in the five open po:;:ts of China, Canton, Foochow, 
Ningpo, Amoy and Shanghai, for foreign trade in 1842 
under the Nanking Treaty. It is frequently said that one of 
the aftermaths of this was Japan's opening of its doors to 
foreigners only twelve years later, lifting the 300-year old 
ban on foreign trade. It was only natural that Korea could 
not be left out of the resulting Western Influence. 

At that time Kore:.1. saw a succession of infant monarchs, 
headed by King Sunjo who came to the throne at the age of 
eleven, resulting in increased intervention in politics by the 
royal in-laws, though it had been previously suppressed 
under King Chongjo. After the death of King Ch'oljong in 
1863 A.D., however, Yi Siting, father of the newly enthroned 
king Kojong, came to power, thus changing the pattern. 
The title of I-Iiingson Taewongun was conferred on him, and 
he is commonly known simply as Tacwongun. 

Tacwongun, a regent forceful and quick in making deci­
sions, gathered around him many talented persons, demon­
strated his power by rebuilding the Kyongbok Palace, and 
tried to break social stagnancy by reforming traditional 
institutions. In his persecution of Christianity, some French 
missionaries were killed. This provoked the French authority 
residing in China to send warships, which sailed up to the 
Korean coast and bombarded K:111ghwa Island in 18GG A.D. 
In the same year, the American fleet came to Korea demand­
ing an explanation about an incident in which the Sherman, 



78 SHORT liiSTORY OF KOREA 

an American tradeship, was burned and plundered on the 
Taedong River in the previous year. Both fleets had to with­
dr!i-W before the strong defense of the Koreans, and Tae­
wongun's anti-alien attitude was even more ~trengthened. 

Meanwhile in Japan a rapid 1·eform was in !l•'":·;res:;, the 
so-called 1\Ieiji Restoration in 18G8 A.D. Th~ new .Tapanese 
regime at once started an attempt to establi~h diplomatic 
relations with Korea, but encountered Korea':; stubborn re­
fusal. In 1873 A.D. the Korean king rcachccl maturity and 
Taewongun retired as the regent and left the seat of power. 
Now the center of politics shifted to the hou~e of 1\Iin, from 
which Kojong's queen came. Long hostile to T:H.>wungun, the 
Mins reversed Taewongun's policies to the Ja;.;t item, and 
Korea's attitude toward foreigners relaxed somewhat so 
that an informal negotiation was opened for diplomatic 
relations between her and Japan. 

In August of 1875A.D., the Japanese war~hip Un'yo 
was bombarded while sailing off Kanghwa from a Korean 
fortress on the Island. The ship at once withdrew, then at­
tacked and occupied another Korean fortress. Because of 
this incident, Japan dispatched a dele12:ation headed by the 
Japanese high officials Kuroda Kiyotalm and Inoue Kaoru 
to Korea in February of the next year, and the eleven 
al'ticles on the Treaty of Amity were concluded at Kan)!;hwa, 
followed by the eleven supplementary articles of the Treaty 
and the eleven-article Commercial Treaty sil!:ned in Seoul in 
August of the same year. Under these treaties, the port 
of Pusan was opened for trade first, then Wonsan in 1879 
A.D. and Inchon in 1883 A.D. It was this Korean-Japanese 
treaty of 187G that enabled \Vestern powers to open formal 
relations with Korea in subsequent years. 

Thus Korea after the resignation of Taewongun was tak­
ing steps toward modernization. Taewunp;un and his clique 
were not very pleased at this. In 18G2 A.D., joined by those 
antagonistic to the lVIins, they incited the Korean soldiers to 
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attack the royal palaee. The Queen l\Iin and her kinsmen 
were wiped out. The .Tap:mese leg-ation was also attacked. 
Requested by the Korean ambassador, the Chinese sent 
troop,; to Korea, arrested Tae\\'onp:un and took his away to 
pttt him in custody in Tientsin, and their troops remained 
stationed in Seoul. The Chemulp'o Treaty was newly con­
cluded between Korea and Japan, under which Japan re­
ceived an apolo~:y and reparations and was permitted, too, 
to station troops in Seoul. 

This was the time when nntagonism between the progres­
sives nnd the conser\'atives was g-rowing stronger in Korea. 
The pro.c;rcs~ives were headed by young politicians Hong 
Yong-jik nnd Kim Okkyun, while the conservatiYes con­
sisted of the royal inlaws, l\[in and Ci'to Houses, nnd their 
adherents. The progressives nttcmptcd n coup d'etat in 1884 
A.D. aimed at toppling the regime of their opponents and 
seizing power under the Japanese assistance, causing the 
Chinese and the Japanese troops to cngngc in a battle. This 
problem was settled in the next ~·car by the Seoul Treaty 
between Korea and Japan and the Tientsin Treaty between 
China and Japan, after which both countries withdrew their 
troops from the Korean Peninsula. Yet another Sino-Japa­
nese conflict \Vas to come because of the Tonghak Rebellion. 

The Tonghak Party had its origin in the Tonghak-do, a 
religion founded by Ch'oe Cheu, a native of Kyongju, Kyong­
sang-pukto, mixing doctrines of Confucianism, Buddhism and 
Taoism. Thoug·h his teaching was strongly opposed to Chris­
tianity, then banned and held evil in Korea, his followers 
were more interested in politics, sometimes plotting a revolt, 
and thereby arousing the suspicions of officialdom. As soon 
as Chon Pongjun arose in arms at Chongup, Cholla-pukto, 
to protest against the local authority's injustice in 1894 A.D., 
his fellow Tonghak believers responded to him by widespread 
uprisings in Cholla-namdo, Cholla-pukto, Ch'ungch'ong-nam­
do, and Ch'ungch'ong-pukto. This rebellion proved too big to 
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be suppressed by the l\Iins then in power, who asl~etl China 
for milita1·y assistance. The Chinese sent troops m, .at tl~e 
same time giving Japan notice according to the T.1entsm 
Treaty. Japan too sent troops and joined the Chinese 111 put­
ting down the rebellion. 

Since the Tonghak Rebellion was u result of the con·up­
tion of the Korean government, Japan intended to take this 
chance to introduce a new political system to Korea in order 
to prevent further international strife. China would not give 
consent to the Japanese proposal, and the Sino-Japanese War 
broke out. 

The victory of the Japanese liberated Korea from the 
Chinese domination, and even before peace was restored by 
the Shimonoseld Treaty in the April of 18!J5 A.D., the Ko­
t·ean political system was thoroughly modernized in the 
so-called Reform of 18!J4 A.D. The next year a new era, 
Konyang, was adopted, and in 18!J5 A.D. the mune of the 
kingdom was changed from Chason to the Great Han Em­
pire. Not everybody was happy with the Reform, however. 
The Mins rose again taking advantage of this situation 
seized power and adopted reactionary politics. It was Russi~ 
Who exerted much influence in Korea of that time. 

When China was defeated by Japan and revealed her 
Weakness before the world, Russia, Germany and France 
claimed that Japan's occupation of the Liao-tung Peninsula 
Was harmful to the peace of the Far East and advised Japan 
to r~turn it to China. Japan could not nothing but follow the 
advice. Then the three powers exploited the intervention as 
pretext of extracting concessions from China. Among them, 
the most important was that Russia in 18!J8 took Lii-shun 
(Port Arthur) and Dairen (Dalnyi) under the guise of a 
25-year lease and was given the right to build railways to 
connect them with the Sibcrhm R:1ilways. As this had a 
great bearing on the security of Korea, Japan made an 
entente with Russia and the countries promised mutually 
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not to interfere with the intcmal politics of Korea. 
In 1000, takinr; advantage of the breakout of an anti-alien 

movement-the Boxer Rebellion-in China, Russia sent a 
big army into l\Ianchuria and would not withdraw even after 
the rebellion was over. This was nothing less than an actual 
annexation of l\Ianchuria, and caused much alarm to both 
China and Korea. As the Russian army moved into the Korean 
Peninsula, Japan tried to negotiate with the Russians for 
the sake of Korea's protection. Russia would not give up her 
desire to dominate Korea and put sh·ong pressure upon 
Japanese activity in Korea. Under such circumstances, Japan 
declared war upon Russia in February, 1904 A.D. 

25 

JAPANESE RULE AND LIBERATION 

With the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese war, Japan con­
cluded a defense alliance with Korea, making Russia a 
common enemy of the two countries. In addition, Japan 
concluded diplomatic and financial agreements with Korea 
to tighten the relations between the two nations. 

In the Treaty of Peace signed at Portsmouth on September 
5, 1005, the Imperial Russian Government pledged that "ac­
knowledging that Japan possesses in Korea paramount polit­
ical, military and economical interests, (the Russian Gov­
ernment) will engage neither to obstruct nor interfere with 
the measures of guidance, protection and control which the 
Imperial Government of Japan may find it necessary to take 
in Korea." 

Thereon, Japan concluded in November that year the 
Protective Agreement with Korea, took over the diplomatic 
rights and made Korea a protectorate of Japan. For govern-
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ing the protectorate, Japan established the office of Resi­
dency-General in Seoul and made Ito Hirobumi the first 
Resident-General. 

The growing resistance of Koreans against the Japanese 
rule first took shape in the form of dispatching of a secret 
mission to the International Peace Conference at the Hague 
held in June, 1!>07. Tt>.ldng the blame for the incident, the 
Korean Emperor Kojong abdicated. 

Under the new Emperor Sunjong, Resident-General Ito 
signed new agreements with the Korean Government for 
strengthening the Japanese control over the domestic affairs 
of Korea. The resistances by the Koreans against this tight­
ened grip of the Japanese culminated in the assassination of 
Ito in October, 1!)0!) and the unst•.ccessful attempt at the life 
of Korean Prime Minister Yi Wanyong in Decemh~r the 
same year. 

These incidents promoted Japan to decide on the annexa­
tion of Korea by force. Terauchi 1\Iasatakc who was ap­
pointed the third Resident-General of Korea while holding 
the office of War Minister, concluded afte1· a series of nego­
tiations with Prime Minister Yi the treaty for annexation 
of Korea on August 22, 1!>10. 

On September 30 that year, the new system of Govcmment­
General of Chosen was promulgated and on October 1, the 
new ruling system went into effect. 

After the annexation, Japan made evel·y effort not to 
refer to Korea as a colony, but in fact, Korea was nothing 
but a Japanese colony. While empha::;izing the assimilation 
of Koreans with Japanese and pledging to give the same 
treatment to Korea as done in Japan p1·oper, the Japanese 
rulers laid a powerful networl~ of military police to maintain 
order, and made extensive efforts to develop Korea into an 
important market for the growth of the Japanese capital­
ism. Toward the end of the Japanese rule as the military 
campaigns of Japan grew from the Manchurian Incident to 
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Sino-Japanc!-;C \Yar and finally to the Pacific War, Korea 
increased its economic and military values for Japan. 

All these years, the anti-.Tapanese resistance movements 
among the Koreans never ceased. ·worthy of special mention 
is the nationwide re\·olt known as "l\lansei Charge Incident" 
or "Samil l\Iovcmcnt" which took place on 1\larch 1, 1919 on 
the day the funeral services of the former Korean Emperor 
Kojong were held. This incident is generally recognized as 
having marked the start of the independence movement of 
Korea. As a result of this incident, the grip of the Japanese 
military police was relaxed a little but the independence 
movement in Korea went underground, leaving active cam­
paig11s in the hands of Koreans outside Korea. 

Toward the end of \Vorld War II, the leaders of the United 
States, Great Britain and China declared in the Cairo De­
claration: "The aforesaid three Great Powers, mindful of 
the enslavement of the people of Korea, are determined that 
in due course Korea shall become free and independent." 
This position was reaffirmed in the Potsdam Proclamation 
of July 2G, 1D·15 which was signed, in addition to the three 
powers of the Cairo Declaration, by the Soviet Union im­
mediately after she declared war on Japan. 

On August 15, 10,15, with the surrender of Japan to the 
Allied Powers, U.S. forces moved into Korea. On September 
9, Governor-General Abc Nobuyuki signed the instrument of 
surrender. Two days later, the U.S. l\Iilitary Administration 
of Korea was set up in Seoul. 

On the other hand, the Soviet Union sent its forces into 
Korea through Hamgyong-pukto and by the end of August, 
Russian forces had moved to most parts of the northern 
Korea. The Russians gave administrative rights mainly to 
the Preparation Committee for the New Korean Nation, 
which consisted of Communist leaders of Korea. 

The areas occupied by the American and Soviet forces 
were divided at the 38th Parallel. At first, it was a tem-
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porary military convention. But as the time went on, the 
division at the 38th Parallel became fait accompli as the 
internal situation of Korea, international circumstances and 
foreign policies of the United States and the Soviet Union 
caused Korea to 1·emain split. 

On August 15, 1948, the Republic of Korea was established 
in South Korea and on September 8 the same year, the Dem­
ocratic People's Republic of Korea came into being on the 
North Korean soil. 
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National Museum of Korea, Series A, No. 1. 

Ko Yusop; Han'gulc Tapp'a11i Yiin'gn (A Study of Ko­
rean Stupas), Seoul, 19-18. Korean Cultural Series 
No.3. 

Yi Yosong; Chosiin Polcsilclco 
Clothes), Seoul, 1947. 

(Studies of Korean 
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c) Three Kingdoms & Unified Silla 
Rc;;t>arch Institute of Hi:;tory, Academy of Korea (ed.); 

Samgztk Sigiiti Sahoc Kylfngjc J(osting-c Kwanhan T'OJ·on­
jip (CollecteJ Essays on Socio-Economic Structure in the 
Three Kingdoms Period), P'yongyang, 1958. 

Yi Song-lin; Hzca1·an[]do l"Dn'[]u (Studies of the Whar­
hangdo), Seoul, 19·Hl. 

National l\Iuseum of Korea (ed.); Kyiingju Nosc1·i 
ScwtJ-sungch'ong, Jllach'ong, 138 hobzm Palgul Pogo 
(A Report on the ExcaYation of the Ssangsang Tomb 
and Tome No. 138), Seoul, 1955. 

Kim Wonyong; Studies on Silla Pottc1·y, Seoul, 1960. 
Publication of the National l\luseum of Korea, Series 
A, No.4. 

Kim Chaewon; Houch'onggwa Ullyungch'ong (The Ho-u 
Tomb and Silver Bell Tomb), Seoul, 1948. 

Kim Chewon & Youn Moo-Byong; Kan Ezmsa (A Tem­
ple Site of the Silla Dynasty), Seoul, 1961. Report of 
the National l\Iuseum of Korea, No. 2. 

Cho l\iyung-ki; Sill a Pulgyoui Inyihngua Sasang (Bud­
dhist Ideology and Thought in Silla), Seoul, 1962. 

d) Koryo 
Yi Pyongdo; Ko1·yii Sidacui Y&n'gt£ (Studies of the Ko­

ryo Dynasty), Seoul, 1948. Korean Cultural Series 
No.4. 

Kim Sanggi; Tongbang Mzmhwa Koryousa Non'go 
(Studies in the History of Culutral Relations among 
Asian Countries), Seoul, 1954. Korean Cultural Series 
No.8. 

Kim Sok'yon~·; Farmc1·s' Struggles against Feuclal Con­
trolling Class under t!zc Ko1·yii Period, (in Korean), 
P'yongyang, 1960. 

Ko Yusop; Ko1·yo Ch'ongja (Koryo Celadon), Seoul, 
1954. 
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e) Yi Dyna!Jty 
Yi Sangbaek; Yijo Kt!naua1'1i Y6n'au (Studies in the 

Founding of the Yi Dynasty), Seoul, 1!l4!l. Korean 
Cultural Series No. !l. 

Choson Kwahakcha Tongmaeng (eel.); Yijo Sahoc 
J(y6naje-sa (A Socio-Economic History of the Yi 
Dynasty), Seoul, l!'l4G. 

Ch'oe Hojin; K1'1ndae Choson Kw:najc-.~a Yii-n'au (Rr· 

searches in Recent Korean Economic History), Seoul, 
1947. 

Cho Ki-zun; Han' ani" J(yt!ngjc-sa (History of Korean 
Economics), Seoul, l!Hl2. 

Kim Sok'y5ng; Clw.qon T'onaatm Sidac Nonaminiii J(yc­
aup Kusong (Class Rtructure of the Korean Pea~ant~ 
in the Feudal Age), P'yongyan~. 1!lS7. 

Yi Kwangnin; Yijo Sw·i.~a (Hi:;tory of Irrig:ation in 
the Yi Dynasty), Seoul, 1!l61. Korean Studie~ Scrie,; R. 

Hong Yisop; The Politico-Economic Tho1tght of l'nk­
yong Chang, 1762-1886, (in Korean), Seoul, l!liol. Ko­
rean Studies Series 3. 

Research Institute of History, Academy of Sciences 
(ed.); Collected E.~say.~ on Cluing Yakyong, (in Ko­
rean), P'yongyang, 1!l62. 

Chon Soktam & Ch'o~ Kugyu; 1!) Scai llubangi Chosiin 
Sahoe Kyonajcsa (A History of Korean Society and 
Economy in the Latter half of the Nineteenth Cen­
tury), P'yongyang, 1!)5!l. 

Kim Sanggi; Tonghakkzva TonghanrJJWn (Tonghak and 
the Tonghak Rebellion), Seoul, 1!147. 

Kim Yonggon; Chosrm Kaclma T'idam (Hidden Sto1·ies 
of the Enlightenment of Korea), Sc-oCJI, 1!.!<17. 

Yu Hongryol; Kojona Ch'-iha•1i Sohak Sunam1i }'t>n'an 
(A Study of Sufferings of We:>tern Learning in King 
Kojong's Reign), Seoul, 1DG2. 

Hyon S:.mgyun; C/wsiin }'uha.l::;a (llL;cory of Korean 
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Confucianism), Seoul, 19,19. 
Kim Kyun).!;L'ak. "Yulaoklt i 1"vn'gzt (A Study of Yulgok), 

Seoul, 1 DliO. Korean Studies Series 7. 
[i\Iatcrials] 
Hesearch Institute of Korean Classics, Academy of Ko­

rea (eel.); Classified E.rcerpts from the Yi Dynasty 
Amwls (1), Policies 1, P'yungyang, 1960. 

Compilation Committee for National History (ed.); 
Yi Dynasty Amzals, Seoul, 1955-59, 48 vols. 
l'ibyiinsa-ti"'tngrok (The Records of the Office of Mili­

tary Affairs), Seoul, 1959-GO, 28 vols. 
Sfingjlingwiin llgi (The Dairy of the ~oyal Secretari­

at), 1961-62 (Vol. 28), seq. 

f) Dfodcrn Korea 
Chosun Kwahakcha Tongmacng (ed.); Chosiin Hacbang­

sa, Samil Undong-p'yvn (A History of the Liberation 
of Korea; the l\Iarch 1, 1919 Movement), 1946. 

Yi Kiinjik; Sa mil Undongsa (A History of the March 
First Independence Movement), 1955. 

Pak Unsik; Han'guk Tongnip Undong Hyulsa (A His­
tory of the Korean Independence Movement), 1946. 

Research Institute of History, Academy of Sciences 
(ed.); History of the Just Fathaland Liberation War 
of the Korean People, P'yongyang, 1961. 

Academy of Sciences (eel.); Chosvn K1'indac HyvkmyiYng 
Unrlong-sa (A History of Revolutional Movements in 
Modern Korea), P'yongyang, 1961. 

2. Western Publications 

Hulbert, Homer B.; The History of Korea, 1905. New 
Edition with an Introduction, Notes and Bibliography 
by C. N. W eCJns, London, 1962. 2 vols. 

Griffis, William E.; Ko1·ea, the Hermit Nation, New 
York, 1911. (Uth ed. rev. & cnl.) 
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Gale, .Tames S.; A History of tho Korean People, Seoul, 
1927. 

McCune, G. l\l. & Arlhur L. Grey, Jr.; l{o?·ea Today, 
Harvaru University Press, 1!>50. 

Dallet, Charle~; I-Iistoi?'C do l'Eglisc de Coree, Paris, 
1874. 2 vols. 

1\'lutel, Gustave; Document:: 1·clatifs aux ma1·ty1·s clc 
Co?'cC do 1839 et 1846, Hong Kong, 1924. 

Paik, L. George; The History of P1·otcstant Missions in 
Ko1·ca (18.12-1910), P'yongyang, 1929. 

Eckhardt, Andreas; Gcschichte de1· Ko1·eanischen Kunst, 
Leipzig, 1!>2!>. 

Honey, W. B.; Korean Pottery, London, 1947. 

3. Japanese Studies in Korean History* 
The first of the Japanese works on Korean history of 

scholarly merit are Hayashi Taisuke's Chosen-shi (History 
of Korea) published in 1892 and Yoshida Togo's Nildcw11 

Koshi-dan (Fragments of Old Japanese-Korean History) of 
the following year. Hayashi's work describes earlier periods 
up to the fall of the Koryo Dynasty. The Yi Dynasty is 
covered by his later book, ChOsen Kinsci-shi (Modern His­
tory of Korea). Still later, he put together the two and 
published a one-volume Chosen 'l'szishi (General History of 
Korea), which, being the very first handbook of Korean 
history in Japan, was to influence Japanese. historians to a 
great extent.'> Yoshida's work grasped both Korea and 
Japan as within a common cultural sphere, a viewpoint that 
portended, for good or bad, the course later Japanese stu­
dents of Korean history were to follow.•> 

* Adaption of Lc Japan au XI• Conu,·i':s Intenzational 
des Sciences Iiisto1-iques a Stockholm- L'ctat actzwl et 
lcs tendanccs des etudes histo1·iques rm Japan, Part Two, 
Chap. II- 1. Korean History, Tokyo, HlGO. 
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After the Russo-Japanese War (1904-05), lectures on 
Korean history were opened both at the Imperial Universities 
of Tokyo and Kyoto, precipit:lting a ntpid growth of 
Japanese schol:nsh;p in the field. In Tokyo, Shidehara 
Taira taug-ht history of Yi Dynasty in 1906, making himself 
the first Jap~mese profc!'sot· ever to give a regular lecture 
on such topic."' His successor Shiratori Kurakichi began to 
teach early history of l\Ianchuria and Korea in 1912, who 
was in turn succeeded by Ikeuchi Hiroshi in 1914.0 In Kyoto, 
Naito Torajiro started his lectures on Korean history in 
1!>09, and Imanishi Ryll began to teach ancient history of 
Korea in 1913."' Thus stimuli of big political events such as 
the Russo-Japanese War and the annexation of Korea (1910) 
helped the study of Korean history gain a standing as a 
branch of the studies of broader Asian history by Japanese. 
In Tokyo the scope of the study included from tlte beginning 
l\Ianchuria as well as Korea, with emphasis upon historical 
geography, and this acted as a framework for yea1·s to come. 
Also approximately at the same time, the Research Depart­
ment of the South Manchurian Railway Company started 
scholarly activities under Shiratori's guidance,0> and field 
sun·eys in Korea by Japanese authority became possible. 
Thus there emerged two groups in the study of Korea: 
academic works at universities in Japan and on-the-spot 
researches in Korea and Manchuria. 

1920's saw the birth and growth of still another element: 
In 1924 two seminars on Korean history led by Imanislti Ryii 
and Oda Shogo1> at the new Imperial University of Keijo 
(Seoul). In 1925 the Government-General of ChOsen ex­
panded its research activities and founded the Choscn-shi 
Henshll-kai (Compilation Society for the History of Korea). 
The two bodies worked hand in hand and built true scholar­
ship in Korea. The most significant of their works are dis­
cussed below: 

The project of the study of Korean history in the Imperial 
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University of Keijo included: (a) the reprinting of Korean 
classics, (b) the publication of studies of the scholars con­
cerned and (c) the investigation of the Yi Dynasty Annals 
of Korea. Most of the professors participated in the work 
of the Government-General of Chosen's Compilation Society 
for the History of Korea and in the research programme of 
the Central Council. 

The Compilation Society for the History of Korea com­
menced work in 1924, and in 1932, began publishing the 
Chosen-shi (Korean History) which was completed in 37 
volumes (25,000 pages) in 1940. Since the period covered by 
Chosen-shi ended on June 27th, 1894, the Society drew up 
plans, for compiling the history of the sixteen years from 
that date to the Annexation of Korea on August 22, 1910, 
not in chronological order but in essay form. The plan was 
put in execution, but the war ended before it was finished 
and its only results were the publication of two researcl~ 
thesis."' 

The Compilation Society for the History of Korea pub­
lished, in addition to Chosen-shi, representative selections of 
the basic historical sources and twenty-one selections were 
published by 1944."' 

The research work of the Central Council of the Govern­
ment-General obtained results in the following four fields: 
(a) the publication of the geographical texts of the period 
of the Yi Dynasty and the compilation of their indexes,'0 ' 

(b) the textual critici::;m and publication of the legal books 
of the period of the Yi Dynasty/ 1 ' (c) the publication of 
studies of customs and manners,t"> and (d) the completion 
of the Korean biographical dictionary and its index. 1'> 

Besides the publications of the Compilation Society and 
the Central Council, there was Choscn-shiryo (Research 
.Materials) completed by an institue under the direct control 
of the Government-General of Chosen. The first number of 
Chosen-shiryo was published in 1919; the last issue was 
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N'o. 17, in l!"l·H.w 
The sole J apanesc institution among the civilian organi­

zations for the study of Korean history was the Seikyii So­
ciety, which was founded in 1930. The Scikyz1 Gakuso, its 
quarterly org-an, was issued until October, 1939. A total of 
about two hundred articles appeared in this journal. 

All these org-anizations were closed at the end of the Pacific 
'Var, and, needless to say, Japanese work on Korean history 
had to underg-o great change after this event. 

Since the end of the war, the centre of Korean historical 
studies has been the Toyo Bunko (The Oriental Library). 
This is partly because the Library possesses a relatively 
large number of books on Korea, and partly because the 
Library puts greater emphasis on the study of Korean his­
tory than any other organization. Among the postwar publi­
cations of the Library there arc Maema Ky6saku's Koscn­
samm (Catalogue of Old Korean Books, a bibliographical 
study), 3 volumes"'', and Suematsu Yasukazu's Shim·a-shi no 
Shomonclai (Studies in the History of Silla)'"'· The former 
is an exhaustive bibliographical study of Korean books, con­
taining more than 2,000 pages. The Library also has carried 
out the microfilming of Korean books and manuscripts pre­
served in various libraries in Japan since 1959. 

The Gakushiiin Toyobunka Kenkyiijo (The Gakushuin 
Institute of Oriental Culture) may be cited as another centre 
of Korean historical studies. This Institue, which was in­
augurated in 1952, aimed as the first stage of its programme 
at the collection and study of the materials for Korean his­
tory; and began publishing in 1953 the popular edition of 
the Yi Dynasty Annals of Korea. The thirty-six volumes 
already published covers the period until the end of the reign 
of King Kojong. This publication will certainly promote 
rapid progress in the study of Korean history since the 
fifteen century. The ln~;titute also published the reproduction 
of Koryu-sa Chvryo (Summary of the History of Koryo) in 
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1960. 
It should also be mentioned that The Chosen Gald;:ai (The 

Academic Association of Koreanology in Japan) was organ­
ized as a public organization for academic research not only 
on Korean history but also on the problems of Korea today. 
This Association was founded in October, 1!Hi0, wilh Tcnri 
University in Nat·a Prefecture as its centre. The association 
holds annual meetings for the reading of papers and pub­
lishes The Chasen GalmhO (The Journal of the Academic 
Association of Koreanology) as its quarterly organ. 

The Rekishigaku Kenkyilkai (The Historical Science So­
ciety) is the third organization interested in Korean history. 
Testimony as to its interest was given by the issue of Chusen­
shi no Shomondai (Problems of Korean History), as a special 
number of The Rekishigalm Kcnkyii. (The Journal of His­
torical Studies), its monthly organ, in July, 1!)53. It is worth 
mentioning that the Association of Korean Stmlie~, headed 
by Dr. Mishina ShOei, began to publish Chosen Kcnl>y11 
Ncnpu (Annual Report of Koreau Studies) since 195!), which 
is characterized for the digested translation of the works by 
Korean scholars. In addition, the Nihon Chosen Kenkyiijo 
(Japanese Institute for Korean Studies) was established in 
Tokyo in 19Gl. It intends to promote the study of modern 
and contemporary Korea. 

General survey of the major works on Korean 
history during and after the War (1937-1962). 

General worlcs. Hatada Takashi's Chosen-shi (A History 
of Korea) presents some critical comments on historical 
developments after 1910, and one third of the whole book is 
devoted to the last two chapters, "Korea under the Japanese 
Rule" and "The Liberation and Agony of the Korean Peo­
ple". It is unique, not only in the fullness and frankness of 
its treatments of this period, but also in the fullness of its 
treatment of the social history of Korea'7>. 
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Among- the introductory works, there are two books con­
cerning Ancient Korea by Umehara Sueji.ISl Both of them, 
publi::;hed immediately after the war, successfully embody 
the results of thirty years' work in archaeological investiga­
tions and excaYations by Japanese scholars. Umehar&, in 
cooperation with Fujita Ryosaku, had been devoting himself 
since the prewar years to the compilation of Chosen Kobunka 
Sukcm (General Survey of Korean Antiquities) as the re­
vised edition of the famous Chosen Koseki Zufu (Album of 
Korean Antiquities) ."'1 The first three volumes were pub­
lished after the war. 

P1·ehisto1·ic period. I\likami Tsugio made an inquil:y into 
ancient society and the disposition of the races, comparing 
the archaeological survey with literary evidence."'> The con­
clusion is not complete enough to be persuasive for every 
reader.=ll I\likami also wrote a monograph on the stone circle 
in I\Ianchurb and Korea.:.-'> As for the Korean stone sword 
and pottery, Arimitsu Kyoichi published the results of his re­
search.""1 There arc two opposing views of the well-known 
problem as to the position of the Chinese province, Chen-fan. 
lkcuchi Hiroshi places it in present-day Ch'ungch'ong-namdo 
and Cholla-pukto,"" while Suematsu locates it in Cholla­
namdo and -pukto.""> 

Koyu1·yu h-istory. With the activities of Japanese people 
in l\Ianchuria increasing in and atfer 1931, the history of 
Koguryo was taken up as the major subject of ancient Man­
churian history and the ruins in the Chi-an district, its 
ancient capital, were excavated. One of many reports on it 
is Tsftku ( Tung-kou) ""1 coedited by Ikeuchi and Umehara. 
Ikcuchi wrote thirteen important studies of the history of 
Koguryo,"'1 and after the war Mishina also wrote the note­
worthy works."'1 

Packchc histo1·y. A study of the origins of Paekche by 
Shiratori Kurakichi whose lectures attracted the attention 
of the academic world in 1934 was published as a posthumous 
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paper.""' It elucidates the migTalion to the south of the Puyo 
tribe which participated in the foumlin:.; of Paekche. lke­
uchi's Nihon Jodaishi no /chi J{c.d.-yi! (Slutlies in the Ancient 
History of Japan)'-'' aml Suemabu's J/i,;w1ut Kubushi (His­
tory of the Rise and Fall of :·.1 imana) '"' inquired into the 
history of Paekche in relation t.o Japan. The latter treats 
the relationship between nncient Korea and Japan with 
special rcfernce to l\1 imana. 

Silla histolo1J. l\Iishina's Shi11ra J{.arii 110 Kcnli:yii (Study of 
Hwarang of Silla)""' is the first exhaustive study of Silla. 
Suematsu's Shinnwhi 110 Shomolulai (l'rohlcms of the His­
tory of Sill a) is a collection of nine treatises and five short 
articles on the bronze-in;;criptiuns discovered or rediscovered 
after 1!)2!). Concerning new material.;, we must mention first 
of all the discovery in- October 1~:.;:3 of the documents on the 
Silla civi_J. administt·ation lu•pt' at the Shusuin of the Todaiji 
Temple m Nara. An introduction by Nomura Tadao,""> in­
spired researchers both at home antl alnooad. 

K,~ryu Dyna,s~y. SucmaLsu tra<~Lll the formation of "Yang­
ban (t?e nobility), the ruling class of Koryu,'"' and made 
sugg~stlons concerning the rise 0 [ the warriors, considering 
partl:ularly the defence of the northern frontier.":·> Hatada 
cxammed the t 0 

0 

ld l . . sys em by which the land was mhentcd by the 
c est egthmat 0 1 ° 

b th e son, while slave:; were m 1cnted equally by 
o sons and d h l\·1°1 ° . t aug ters,"'' Hanamura · 1 <1 attempted to 

Ies ore the K 0 .,..,- 1 ° 0 1 f ··-> A 
K - - d • ., 0 aws to the:ir ong;ma orm." oyama 

oryo an Suemut 0 l 0 f Ir - d J os> su clarified the rclatwns ups o "-oryo an 
apan, and of Koryo d l\·10 r (China).'·"' 
Ea1"l y· D an 1 lllb 

b 11 t'!.d Ynasty (till the sixteenth century). Suematsu 
corro ora e the . 0 

• ) . cstabhshment of the cabmct system (Ut-
choon?"-pu m the central political organization,'''' and Naito 
~lchmosuk_e examined the establishment of the legal order 
111 t~c society Under the Yi Dym:tsty.'ll Fukaya Toshikane 
studied the character of the landholding system under the 
Yi Dynasty, and explained the emigration of people to the 
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north-eastern border area in the first half of the fifteenth 
century.•~> The studies on the tributes and taxation system 
arc the subject of Tagawa Kozo."'' Tanaka Takeo probed 
into the trade relations with Japan in the fifteenth and the 
sixteenth centuries."' Nakamura Hidetaka threw light on 
the Japanese riots in 1510."' 

.llicl Y.i Dy11asty (the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries). 
Shilmta Hiroshi analyzed in detail the family register of 
those days, and elucidated the population, social status, and 
the cities in comparison with the farming villages.••> These 
statistic studies are indeed unique achievements. 

Later Yi Dymrsty (the nineteenth century). Tabohashi 
Kiyoshi wrote a voluminous book entitled Kindai Nissen 
1\anlcci-shi (A History of Japanese-Korean Relations in the 
;\lodern Age). and made other studies on the political reform 
of 18!>4."' Okmlaira Takehiko studied the treaty-ports and 
the Japanese 1·esidences,<» probably as a sequel to his earlier 
work, Chosen [(aikolm /{ushu Shimatszt (On the Negotiations 
on the Opening of Korea). Yamaguchi l\Iasayuki made a 
comprehensive study of the Hwong Sa-yong Letters, the most 
famous historical materials on Catholicism in Ko1·ea.••> 

The Japanese Rule over /(orca. Tabohashi discussed the 
history of the early Japanese rule over Korea,"'' and Matsu­
ol.:a Shiitaro wrote on the administrative system of the Re­
sidency-General,"'' Oda Tadao studied on the financial de­
velopment of the Government-General of ChOsen,o::> Shizuta 
Hitoshi treated the development of the banking associa­
tions,""' and ouchi Takeji studied rice production."'' Yamabe 
Kenta1·o wrote on the Japanese imperialistic invasion into 
Korea and the anti-Japanese struggle of the Korean people.""' 

Contemporary ](orca. Kawa:mki lchiro discussed the inde­
pendence of Korea in reference to the Moscow Treaty and 
the United Nations,r."' and Kamiya Fuji commenced the study 
on the Korean War."'' 

What must be cited lastly is Shiryo Slll1sci, Toyuhcn (A 
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Collection of Historical Documents: Asia), of which the part 
"Korea" has accounts of historical material and studies of 
the following items: (a) general works, (b) the period be­
fore Three Kingdoms, (c) Three Kinp;doms, (d) Koryo, (e) 
the Modern Age, (f) the Period of J apnaese Rule and (g) 
Korea after the Liberation.'·'> This will serve students as 
both a work of scholarship and an introduction to the study 
of Korean history. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

NOTES 

Hayashi Taisuke; Choscn-shi (History of Korea), 6 
vols., Tokyo, 18!)2. 

ditto; Chasen Kindai-shi (Modern History of Korea), 
Tokyo, 1901. 

ditto; Chosen Tst1shi (General History of Korea), To­
kyo, 1912. 

Yoshida Togo; Niklwn Koshi-clcw (Frap:ments of Old 
Japanese-Korean History), Tol<yo, 1893. 

Shidehara Taira; Kankol.:n Scisu-shi (II islot·y of Fac­
tional Strifes in Korea) Tokyo, 1D07. 

ditto; Chosen Yawa (Ess~ys on Korean History), To­
kyo, 1924. 

Ikeuchi's numerous articles on history and historical 
geography of Manchuria and Korea have been pub­
lished collectively in the followinp; four volumes: 

Ikeuchi Hiroshi; Manscnshi J(cukyii, .Juscihl'n (Studies 
on the History of Manchuria and Ko1·ea; Ancient 

. Times), 2vols., Kyoto (1951), Tokyo (1%0). 
d1tt~; Mansenshi [(enkyi!, Cht1scihcn (Sludie.> on lhe 

History of Manchuria and Korea; l\litldlc Ages), 2 
vols., Tokyo, 1943, 37. 

A number of his works have been posthumously pub­
lished in the following volumes: 
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Imani!:;hi Ryu; Chosen l(oshi no KenT.:yii, (Studies in 
Ancient Korean History), Keijo (Seoul), 1937. 

ditto; Shinra-shi l(cnkyrt. (Study of the History of 
Silla), Keijo, 1033. 

ditto; J(udam-shi [{enkyti. (Study of the History of 
Paekche), Keijo, 193•1. 

ditto; Komi-shi [(cnkyti. (Studies in the History of 
Koryo), Keijo, 10H. 

ditto; Chiiscn-shi no Shio1·i (A Guide to Korean His­
tory), Keijo, 1035. 

6) Man-Sen Cllil"i Rckishi Kcnkyii. Hol.:oTm (Reports of 
Studies on Geography and History in l\lanchuria and 
Korea), 16 vols., 1015-1941, pub. by the Imperial 
University of Tokyo. 

Tsuda Saukichi; Chosen R~kishi-Chi1·i (Korean His­
torical Geography), Tokyo, 1913. 2 vols. 

7) Oda ShOgo; Chosen Shoshi (A Short History of Korea), 
Tokyo, 1031. 

8) Chosen Tochishi Ronko (Historical Studies on the Japa­
nese Administration in Korea), Keijo, Govt.-Gen. of 
Chosen, 1!>•1,1. 

ChOsen Kindaishi l(enkyti. (Studies in the History "f 
Modern Korea: Compilation Society for the History 
of Korea, l\Ionog1:aph Series 1), Keijo, 1044. 

9) ChOsen Shi1'1Jo Sokan (Korean Historical Materials 
Series), Keijo, Govt.-Gen. of ChOsen, 1032-1942. 21 
vols. 

10) Shinzo Togo/a~. Yochi Sh01·an Sakuin (Index to the 
Revised Survey of Korean Geography), Keijo, 1937-
1936. 2 vols. 

Seiso JitsuroTcu Chi1·islti oyobi Sakuin (Geographical 
Notes in the Sejong Annals with an Inde.'t), Keijo, 
1937. 

ScizoTcu l(cishOdo Chirishi oyobi Sakuin (Geographical 
Notes of Kyongsangdo and its continued volume with 
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an Index), Keijo, 1937. 
11) Manlci-yo?·an; Part I. Finance, 1!l37; Part II. Military 

Administration, 1!l38; J11[}1Vailji, 1!l3!l; Clzuyyo Tac­
jiin Hoet'ong (Annotated Collection of Fundamental 
Statutes), 1939; Sulcyo-jupyo, 10·13; ClziiscJ! Dcnscil.:o 
(Studies on the Land System in Korea), l!J:lO; Rito­
slnisci (Collection of Idu), 1!):~7; C/uisrn Sctishi 
Sozolmhuron Josctsn (Studies on Law with Regard 
to Inheritance and Religious Observances in Korea; 
Introduction), 193!l. 

12) ChOsen Fftzolm Sh:1·yij Shiisctsu (A Collection of Ma­
terials on Korean Customs), Kciji">, 1!l37. 

Imamura Torno; Ri-cho .Jitsnl·okn Fti;;nlm J(an!Lci Slti­
ryo Saiyu (Selection of 1\laterials Related to Cus­
toms in the Yi Dynasty Annals), Keijo, 1 !lH. 

Komi I zen no Ffr.zolm Kankci Shi1·y,) Su iy<! (Selection 
of Materials Related to Customs before the Koryo 
Dynasty), Keijo, 1946. 

13) Chosen Jinmei Jisho (Korean Biographical Dictionary), 
Keijo, 1937; Index, Keijo, 1!l39. 

14) e.g. No. 44, Village Festivals, 1937; No. 45, Sacrifices 
to Confucius; Prayers for Rain; Sacrifices to Family 
Spirits, 1938; No. 47, Rural Amusement in Korea, 
1944. 

15) Maema Kyosaku; Kosen Sappn (Catalogue of Old Ko­
rean Books, a bibliographical study) Tokyo, The 
Toyo Bunko, Vol. I (1944); Vol. 2 (1956); Vol. 3 
(1957). A word should he added about the highly 
meritorious achievements by Maema Kyosaku, who, 
without any help from academic instituitons, studied 
Korean language and raised an impressive collection 
of Korean books while living in Korl.'a for many 
years. 

16) Suematsu Yasukazu; Shinm-shi no Shomonclai (Stud­
ies in the History of Silla), Tokyo, The Toyo Bunko, 
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1954. 
17) Hatada Talmshi; Choscn-shi (A History of Koren), 

Tokyo, 1!)51. 
18) Umehnra Sueji; C/u)scn l{odai 110 Bwzlca (Ancient Cul­

ture in Koren), Kyoto, 1946. 
ditto; Chuscn J{oclai no Bosci (Funeral Practices in 

Ancient Korea), Tokyo, 1947. 
Hl) C/u)scn J(oscki Zufu (Album of Korean Antiquities), 

Keij<-, Govt.-Gen. of Chosen, 1915-1935. 15 vols. 
Umchara Sucji & Fujita Ryosaku; Chosen J(obunka So­

kan (General SurYey of Korean Antiquities), Tenri, 
Vol. 1 (l!).!G); Vol.~ (1957); Vol. 3 (1959), seq. 

Other publications on Korean Archaeology by R. Fujita 
arc: 

Fujita Ryosaku; Chiiscn Kokogaku Kcnkyl1 (Studies in 
Korean Archaeolog-y), Kyoto, 19•!8. 

ditto; Choscnr;aku RanT.-,) (Collected Essays on Korean 
Studies by the late Dr. Fujita), Nara, 1963. 

~0) l\Iikami Tsup;io: "Kaij in to so no l\finzokuteki Sciknku 
ni tsuitc" (Wai-in and its Racial Characters), Cho­
scn-gaknho 2-3, 1!151-52. 

ditto; "Chosen-hanto ni okeru Shisckibo no arikata ni 
tsuitc" (On the Dolmen in the Korean Peninsula), 
Slli11,qalm-;;asshi G2--1, 1953. 

ditto; "Taikyu no Shisekibo~un to Kodai Nansen Sha­
kai" (The Social Structure in Ancient South Korea 
and the Dolmen Group), Tohogalm-1·onshft 2, 1954. 

ditto; "Eishi Chosenkoku no Seiji Shakaiteki Scikaku 
(Political and Social Structure of Korea under the 
Yui Dynasty), in Chrigolcn Koclaishi no Shomondai, 
Tokyo, 195-1. 

21) Mishina Shoei; "Kaihakuzoku Shako" (Some Observa­
tions on the Wai-Bak Tribes, in Relation with the 
Critical Study of the Ethnographical Bibliographies), 
Choscn-galwho 4, 1954. 
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Mikami Tsugio; llfanscn Gcn.~lz i Fmtl1o no J(rul:yrt (The 
Dolmen and Stone Sites in l\Ianchurin mHI Korea), 
Tokyo, 1961. 

Arimitsu Kyoichi; ChOsen Masci-srkkcn no /(cnlnfli (A 
Study of the Korean Polished Stone Sword), Kyoto 
Univ., 1959. 

ditto; ChOsen l{ushimcmon-dold no Kcnl;y,; (The Ku­
shimemon Pottery of Korea), Kyoto Unh•., 1962. 

Ikeuchi Hiroshi; "Shinbangun no Ichi ni tsuite" (On 
the Location of Chen-fan Province), Slzioalm-zns.~lri 
57-2, 3, 1948. 

Suematsu Yasukazu; "Kan Shinbangun Chi Ko" (An 
Attempts at Presuming the Location of the Chen-fan 
District under the Han Dynasties), J(ndaioalm 1-3, 
1952. 

Ikeuchi Hiroshi; Ts1;.T,0 (Tung-kou, Ancient Koguryo 
Site in Chi-an District), Vol. 1, Tokyo, 1!1:18; Ikcuehi 
Hiroshi & Umehara Suiji; Tslildi (Tung-kou), Vol. 2, 
1940. 

As for the prewar Japanese studies on Korean archae­
ology, refer the following two series of reports: 

Kosclci Chosa Hokolcu (Reports of Investigation of 
Ancient Remains}, Keijo, Govt.-Gen. of ChOsen, 1917-
1940. 16 vols. 

Kosel,i ChOsa Tokubctszt Flukolm (Special Report of 
Investigation of Ancient Remains), Keijo, Govt.-Gen. 
of Chosen, 1919-1929, G vols. 

Koseki Chosa Tolmbctsn I-Iokokn (Special Report of 
Investigation of Ancient Remains), Keijo, Govt.-Gen. 
of Chosen, 1910-1929, 6 vols. 

See Ikeuchi's Manscnshi J(cnky1i Juscihcn, mentioned­
above in (4). 

Mishina Shoei; "Kokuri oto Ko" ( 0 bsc.rva tions on the 
Capital of the Koguryo Dynasty), Chuscn-gctlwhu 1, 
1951. 
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ditto; "Sangokushiki Kokuri IIongi no Gcntenhihan" 
(Text-critique of the Koguryo Annals in the Samkuk­
saki), utaniclaigalm-kcnli:yii-nclZ]JU 6, 195,1. 

Shira tori Kurakichi; "Kudara no Kigen ni tsuite" (On 
the Origins of Paekche), Shigalm 1, 19,17. 

Ikeuchi Hiroshi; Nih on Juclaishi no I chi Kcnkyii. (Stud­
ies in the Ancient History of Japan), Tokyo, 1947. 

Suematsu Yasulmzu; il!imana Kobushi (History of the 
Rise and Fall of l\Iimana), Tokyo, 1956, rev. ed. 

Mishina Shoei; Chosen [(oclai Kcnkyii Daiichibzt, Shin­
,.a J(aJ'u 110 [(cnkyzi. (Studies of Ancient Korea, 
Part One; Study of Hwarang of Silla), Tokyo, 1943. 

Nomura Tadao; "Shosoin yori Hnkken snrctn Shirngi 
no Minseimonjo ni tsuite" (The Administrative Docu­
ments of Silla discovered at Shosoin), Shigakzt-zassi 
62-·1, 1953. 

Suematsu Yasukazu; "Korai shoki no Ryohan ni tsuite" 
(On Yangban, or the Nobility at the Early Period 
of the Koryo Dynasty), Toyu-gakuho, 36-2, 1953. 

ditto; "Korai 1-Ieibashi Ko" (Considerations on the 
Pyong-ma-sa during the Koryo Period), Toyo·gakuhO 
39-1, 1956. 

Hatada Talmshi; "Korai-jidai ni okeru Tochi no Cha­
kuchoshi Sozoku to Nuhi no Shijo Kinbun Sozoku" 
(The Inheritance Law under the Koryo Dynasty), 
Tuyubzwka 22, 1957. 

Hanamura l\Iild; "Korai Ritsu" (The Law under the 
Koryo Dynasty), in Chosen Shakai Hoscishi [(cnkyii, 
Tokyo, 1937. 

Aoyama Koryo, "Nichirai KoshOshi no Kenkyii" (Stud­
ies on the History of Koryo-J apanese Intercourse), 
Mciji Daigalm nzwgalwbn Kcnkyiihukoku, Toyoshi 
3, 1955. 

Suemntsu Yasukazu, "Raimatsu Sensho ni okeru Tai­
min Kankei" (The Korean Relations with the Ming 
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Dynasty in the Later Koryo and Early Yi Dynasty 
Periods), Shigalcu-1·onso 2, l!l-11. 

ditto, "Chosen Giseifu Ko" (Study of the Cabinet 
System under the Yi Dynasty), Chuscn-yctlwho 9, 
1!!56. 

Naito Kichinosuke; "Keikoku-taiien no Nanzan" (On 
the Compilation of Kyongkuk-ta<:jon), in: ChOsen 
Shalcai Iloscishi, Tokyo, 1!!37. 

Fukaya Toshikane; "ChOsen no l\lindcn ni tsuite" (On 
the Landholding System under the Yi Dynasty), in: 
Toyo Nogyo l(cizaishi J(cnkyii, Tol,:ro, l!J-18. 

ditto; "ChOsen Sesochu ni okeru Tuhoku-hcnkyo eno 
Dai-ichiji Shimin Nyiikyo ni tsuite" (The First 
Emigration to the Not·th-eastern Frontier du1·ing 
Sejong's Reign of the Yi Dynasty), ClloscngakultO 
9, 1956. 

Tagawa Kozo; "RichO Kobutsu Ko" (Taxation and 
Tribute under the Yi Dynasty), Chiiscn-galmhO 9, 
1956. A number of his articles arc prepared in one 
volume entitled Richo Kiibntsn no Kcnkyii (Studies 
in the Taxation and 'l'ributes under the Yi Dynasty), 
which will shortly be published by the 'l'oyo Bunko. 

Tanaka, Takeo; "Shoki Nissen Kotsii to Hah:ata Boeki 
ShOnin (The Japanese-Korean Intercourse during 
the Early Years of the Yi Dynasty and the Hakata 
Merchants), Chosen-galmhO 4, 1853. 

ditto; "Rishi SesochO ni okeru Nissen Kotsu no Sho­
mondai" (The Japanese-Korean Intercourse under 
the Sejong's Reign), TohOgalcu 8, 195-1. 

ditto; "Chiisei Nissen Kotsii ni okeru Boeldken no Suii" 
(The History of the Trade Rights in the Japanese­
Korean Trade during the Medieval Ages), Shigalm­
zasshi 63-3, 1954. 

Nakamura Hidetaka; "1510-nen Chosen Sanpo ni okeru 
Nihonjin no Saran" (The Japanese Riot at Sampo, 
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or Three Ports), Nayoyadaigalm Bnngalwbn Kcnl•y!i.­
·rnuslui ~. 105~. 

-!G) Shikata liil'oshi; "Richo Jinko ni Kansuru Ichikenkyi.i" 
(On the Population under the Yi Dynasty), in Cho­
sen Slwl:ai Iloscishi Ecnkyii., Tokyo, 1937. 

ditto; "Riehii Jinko ni lmnsuru l\libun Kaikyi.i-bctsuteki 
Kansatsu" (The Population under the Yi Dynasty 
and the Social Classes), in Chosen Kci:::ai no Kcnkyii 
(Studies in Economy of Korea) 3, Tokyo, 1938. 

ditto; "Hicho-jidai no Toshi te Noson toni lmnsuru 
Ichishiron" (A Study on the City and Rural Villages 
under the Yi Dynasty), Kcijo-Tcilcokzulaigalm Ho­
gakkai-ronslz ii 12-3. 4, 19,11. 

-17) Tabohashi Kiyoshi; Kindai Nissen Kankcishi (A His­
tory of .Tapanese-Korean Relations in the Modern 
Ag-e), Kciju, 10,10. 2 vols. 

ditto; ''1\:indai Chosen ni okeru Seijiteki Kaikaku, 1" 
(Politicai Reformation in Modern Korea, 1), in Kin­
dai Clziiscnshi Kcnkyii (Studies in the l\Iodern His­
tot·y of Korea), Keijo, 1044. 

,18) Okudaira Takehiko; "Chosen no Joyakuko to Koryii­
chi" (The Open Ports and Foreign Settlements in 
Korea), in Chosen Shakai Hoscishi J(cnlcyz1, Tokyo, 
1937. 

49) Yamaguchi l\Iasayuki; Kushici Hakusho no Kcnkyii 
(Studies in the Secret Letters of Hwong Sayong), 
Kyoto, 1941. 

50) Tabohashi Kiyoshi; Chosen Tiichishi Ronko (Historical 
Studies in the Administration of Korea), Keijo, 1944. 

51) 1\Iatsuolm Shi.itaro; "Tolmnfu no TochihOsei" (The Ad­
ministration System of the Japanese Residency­
General in Korea), [(cijo-Tcilwlwdaigalm Hogakkai­
?'onshz1 12-3, 19-11. 

52) Oda Tadao; "Heigcshoki ni okeru Chosen Sotokufu 
Zaisei no Hattatsu" (The Development in the Finance 
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57) 
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of the Govemment-Gencral of Chosen during the 
Early Years of the Japanese Annexation), in Clzoscn 
J(cizai no [(cnkyz1 3, Tokyo, 1!l38. 

ditto; "Bunkaseiji-ki ni ol;;cru Chosen Solokufu Zaisei 
no Hattatsu" (The Development in the Finance of 
the Government-General of Chosen in the Reign of 
Admiral Viscount Saito), Kciju-Tcikolwclaiyalm Ilo-

uakkai-?·onsln1 U-1, 1!l,13. 
Shizuta Hitoshi; "Chosen ni okcru Kin'yft-kumiai no 

Hattatsu" (The Devclopm:mt of the Banking Union 
in Korea), in Choscnkcizai no Kcnhyz1 3, Tokyo, 1!l38. 

Ouchi Takeji; "ChOsen ni okeru Bcikoku Scisan" (Rice 
Production in Korea), in ibid., 1!l38. 

Yamabe Kcntaro; "Nihon Tcikokushug-i no Chosen 
Shinryaku to ChOscn-jinmin no Hanko Tiiso" (The 
Japanese Imperialism into Korea and the Resis­
tance Movement of Korean People), R<'l;:ishiyalm­
kcnkyz1-ChUscnshi no Shomonclc1i, 1!l53. 

ditto; "3.1 Undo ni tsuite" (On the 1\Iarch First Move­
ment), Reki11hiyalm-kcnkyii, 184, 185, l!l55. 

ditto; "3.1 Undo to sono Gcndaitcki Igi" (The March 
First Movement and its Historical Meaning), Shisu 
372, 373, 1!)55. 

Kawasaki Ichiro; "i\:Iosukuwa Kyotei to Chosen Doku­
ritsu" (The Moscow Agreement and the Independence 
of Korea), Kolmsai-sciji-jihu 20, 105G. 

ditto; "Kokusai-rengo to Chosen Dolmritsu" (The In­
dependence of Korea and the United Nations), Ko­
lmsaisciji-jihu 21, 105G. 

Kamiya Fuji; "ChOsen-sensu Zenshi" (A Political His­
tory Prior to the Korean War), Floyalm-zasshi 4-1, 
1957. 

Shi?·yo-shzi.<;ci, Ti;!Jijshi-lum (A Collection of Historical 
Documents, Volume of Asian History), Tokyo, llei· 
bonsha, l!J55. 



1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
G. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

APPENDIX II 

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF RULERS 
OF KOREAN DYNASTIES 

A. Koouruo (? 37 B.C.-668 A.D.) 

Tongmyungsong Wang 15. Mich'on Wang 
(37 B.C.-19 B.C.) 16. Kogugwon Wang 

Yurimyung Wang 17. Sosurim Wang 

XXV 

(300-331) 
(331-371) 
(371-384) 

(19 B.C.-18 A.D.) 18. Kogugyang Wang (384-391) 

Taemusin Wang ( 18- 44) 19. Kwanggaet'o Wang 
Minjung Wang ( ,g_ 48) (391-412) 
Mobon Wang ( 48- 53) 20. Changsu Wang (413-491) 
T'aejo Wang ( 53-U6) 21. Munja Wang (492-519) 
Ch'adae Wang (146-165) 22. Anjang Wang (519-531) 
Sindac Wang (165-179) 23. Anwon Wang (531-545) 
Kogukch'on Wang (179-197) 24. Yang-won Wang (545-559) 
Sangsang Wang (197-227) 25. P'yong-won Wang (559-590) 
Tongch'i"m Wang (227-N8) 26. Yong-yang Wang (590-618) 
Chungch'on Wang (2·18-270) 27. Yongnyu Wang (618-642) 
Soch'on Wang (270-292) 28. Pojang Wang (642-668) 
Pongsang Wang (292-300) 

B. Paekclw (? 18 B.C.-660 A.D.) 

Onjo Wang 9. Chaekkye Wang (286-298) 
(18 B.C.-28 A.D.) 10. Punso Wang (298-304) 

Taru Wang ( 28- 77) 11. Piryu Wang (304-344) 
Kiru Wang ( 77-128) 12. Ke Wang (344-346) 
Kaeru Wang (128-166) 13. Kiinch'ogo Wang (346-375) 
Ch'ogo Wang (166-214) 14. Kiin-gusu Wang (375-384) 
Kusu Wang (214-234) 15. Ch'imnyu Wang (384-385) 
Saban Wang (234) 16. Chin sa Wang (385-392) 

8. Koi Wang (234-286) 17. Asin Wang (392-405) 
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18. ChOnji Wang 
19. Kuisin Wang 
20. Piyu Wang 
21. Kaero Wang 
22. Munju Wang 
23. Samgiin Wang 
24. Tongsong Wang 
25. Munyong Wang 

(405-420) 
(420-427) 
(427-455) 
(455-475) 
(475-477) 
(477-479) 
(479-501) 
(501-523) 

26. Sun~ Wan~ 
27. Wid.-,k Wang 
28. Hye Wan~ 
29. Pt1p Wan!; 
30. Mu Wang 
31. Uija Wang 
32. P'ungjang Wang 

(523-55·1) 
(55·1-598) 
(598-599) 
(599-600) 
(600-645) 
{6•15-660) 
(660-663) 

C. Silla (? 57 B.C.-935 A.D.) 
1. Hyokkose Wang 15. Kirim Wang (298-310) 

(57 B.C.-3 A.D.) 
2. Namhae Wang ( 4- 24) 
3. Yuri Wang ( 24- 57) 
4. T'alhae Wang ( 57- 80) 
5. P'asa Wang ( 80-112) 
6. Chima Wang (112-131) 
7. llsong Wang (1S.l-154) 
8. Adalia Wang (154-184) 
9. Porhyu Wang (184-196) 

10. Naehae Wang (196-230) 
11. Chobun Wang (230-247) 
12. Ch'omhae Wang (247-261) 
13. Mich'u Wang (262-28-1) 
14. Yurye Wang (284-298) 

16. Hiilhac Wang (310-356) 
17. Naemul Wang (356-402) 
18. Silsung Wang (·102-•117) 
19. Nulchi Wang (-117-•158) 
20. Chabi Wang (•158-·179) 
21. Soji Wan~ (•179-500) 
22. Chijung Wan:~ (500-514) 
23. Pt1phling Wang (51<1-5•10) 
24. Chinhling Wang (540-576) 
25. Chinji Wang (576-579) 
26. Chinp'yimg Wang (579-632) 
27. Siinduk Yuwang (632-6·17) 
28. Chindiik Yowang (647-654) 
29. Muryul Wang (65<1-661) 

C'. Unified Silla (661 A.D.-935 A.D.) 

30. Munmu Wang (661-681) 37. Sonduk Wang 
31. Sinmun Wang (681-692) 38. Wunsong Wang 
32. Hyoso Wang (692-702) 39. Sosong Wang-
33. Songdok Wang (702-737) 40. Aejang Wang 
34. Hyosong Wang (737-742) 41. Honduk Wang 
35. Kyongdiik Wang (742-765) 42. Hiingdiik Wang 
36. Hyesong Wang (765-780) 43. Hiiigang Wang 

(780-785) 
(785-798) 
(799-800) 
(800-809) 
(809-826) 
(826-836) 
(836-838) 



APPENDIX II xxvii 

44. 1\Iinae Wang (838-839) 
45. Sinmu 'Van3" (83!)) 
46 . .l\Iunsung Wang (839-857) 
47. Hunan Wang (857-861) 
48. Kyungmun Wang (861-875) 
49. Hun-gang Wang (875-886) 
50. Chonggang Wang (886-887) 

51. Chinsong Yowang (887-897) 
52. Hyogong Wang (897-912) 
53. Sindok Wang (912-917) 
54. Kyongmyong Wang 

(917-924) 
55. Kyong-ae Wang (924-927) 
56. Kyongsun Wang (927-935) 

D. Koryo (918-1392 A.D.) 

1. T'aejo (Wang kon) 

2. Hyejong 
3. Chongjong 
4. K wangjong 
5. Kyungjong 
6. Sungjong 
7. Mokchong 
8. Hyi'mjong 
9. Ti'Jkjong 

Chungjong 
Munjong 
Sunjong 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

Srmjong 
Honjong 
Sukjong 
Yejong 
Injong 
Uijong 
Myongjong 

( 918- 9-13) 
( 9-13- 945) 
( 9-15- 949) 
( 9-19- 975) 
( 975- 981) 
( 981- 997) 
( 997-1009) 
(1009-1031) 
(1031-1034) 
(1034-10•16) 
(1046-1082) 
(1082-1083) 
(1083-109•1) 
(109•1-1095) 
(1095-1105) 
(1105-1122) 
(1122-1146) 
(1146-1170) 
(1170-1197) 

20. Sinjong (1197-1204) 
21. Hiiijong (1204-1211) 
22. Kangjong (1211-1213) 
23. Kojong (1213-1259) 
24. Wonjong (1259-1274) 
25. Ch'ungnyol Wang 

(1274-1308) 
26. Ch'ungsun Wang(1308-1313) 
27. Ch'ungsukWang(1313-1330) 

28. Ch'unghye {(1331-1332) 
Wang (1339-1344) 

29. Ch'ungmok Wang 
(134-1-1348) 

30. Ch'ungjong Wang 
(1348-1351) 

31. Kongmin Wang (1351-1374) 
32. Sin-u (137-1-1388) 
33. Sinch'ang (1389) 
34. Kongyang Wang (1389-1392) 

E. Cltoson (1392-1910 A.D.) 
1. T'aejo (Yi Songgye) 

(1392-1399) 
2. Chongjong (1399-1400) 

3. T'aejong 
4. Sejong 
5. Munjong 

(1400-1418) 
(1418-1450) 
(1450-1452) 
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6. Tanjong 
7. Sejo 
8. Yejong 
9. Songjong 

10. Yonsan-gun 
11. Chungjong 
12. lnjong 
13. Myongjong 
14. Sonjo 
15• Kwanghae-gun 
16. lnjo 
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(1452-1455) 
(1455-1-168) 
(1468-1469) 
(1469-1494) 
(1494-1506) 
(1506-1544) 
(1544-1545) 
(1545-1567) 
(1567-1608) 
(1608-1623) 
(1623-1649) 

17. Hyojong 
18. Hyunjong 
19. Sukchong 
20. Kyongjong 
21. Yungjo 
22. Chungjo 
23. Sunjo 
24. Hunjong 
25. Ch'oljong 
26. Kojong 
27. Sunjong 

(1649-1659) 
(1659-167 4) 
(1674-1720) 
(1720-1724) 
(1724-1776) 
(1776-1800) 
(1804-1834) 
(1834-1849) 
(1849-1863) 
(186<1-1907) 
(1907-1910) 
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