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Foreword

Two images of Aligarh, one as a bastion of Islam in a.
hindu world of India, the other as a focal point of

communalism and a recruiting ground for Pakistan.’
are generally held even by enlightened persons. This.
book written by a second generation student of Aligarh

and the one who was part of the first batch of students.
of Jamia would reveal that both the views are not.
only wrong but a deliberate distortion of the original

purposes and spirit of Aligarh and latter of Jamia.

The beginning of Aligarh lay in the realisation by mus-
lims of their educational backwardness and efforts to esta-
blish an educational institution free from the control of’
colonial power and its interference and to ‘change the
mode of thought of our students” and who were to act as.
focal points “for spreading enlightened notions amongst
the people at large”. This was thought to be important
since “the mode of life amongst the Mussulmans of India.
needs far greater reform than even the mode of education’.

Further, the establishment of the Mohammodan Anglo-
Oriental (M.A.O.) Colleges at Aligarh was a cooperative en--
deavour with the help and active support of countrymen,
including non-muslims belonging to different religions.
The tablets in the Stratchey Hall, the main hall of the:
university, constructed at the time of the establishment
of the college, still proclaim the participation of people-
belonging to all communities.

The question naturally arises as to how an institution.
with such lofty ideals and objectives, which was started:
as a joint endeavour of hindus and muslims, became secta-
rian appealing to narrow loyalties?

An answer has been provided by the author of this:
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Two images of Aligarh, one as a bastion of Islam in a.
hindu world of India, the other as a focal point of

communalism and a recruiting ground for Pakistan.’
are generally held even by enlightened persons. This.
book written by a second generation student of Aligarh

and the one who was part of the first batch of students.
of Jamia would reveal that both the views are not.

only wrong but a deliberate distortion of the original

purposes and spirit of Aligarh and latter of Jamia.

The beginning of Aligarh lay in the realisation by mus-
lims of their educational backwardness and efforts to esta-
blish an educational institution free from the control of
colonial power and its interference and to ‘“change the
mode of thought of our students” and who were to act as.
focal points “for spreading enlightened notions amongst
the people at large”. This was thought to be important
since “the mode of life amongst the Mussulmans of India.
needs far greater reform than even the mode of education”.

Further, the establishment of the Mohammodan Anglo-
Oriental (M.A.O.) Colleges at Aligarh was a cooperative en--
deavour with the help and active support of countrymen,
including non-muslims belonging to different religions.
The tablets in the Stratchey Hall, the main hall of the-
university, constructed at the time of the establishment
of the college, still proclaim the participation of people-
belonging to all communities.

The question naturally arises as to how an institution.
with such lofty ideals and objectives, which was started:
as a joint endeavour of hindus and muslims, became secta-
rian appealing to narrow loyalties?

An answer has been provided by the author of this:




[iv Aligarh and Jamia—Fight for National Education System
‘tract—Syed Mohammad Tonki: Tonki Saheb to his stu-
-dents, himself a student of the university in its tumul-
tuous period of non-cooperation. He was later to migrate
from the university to belong to the first batch of students
to join Jamia Millia Islamia. He was later to come back to
‘the university and to join school to spend his entire life
.devoted to the education of school children. According to
him, it was the increasing role of Aligarh, as a focal point
.of radical thinking, which attracted the attention of the
-colonial government, and whose interference and role
tended to reduce the M.A.O. College to play the role of a
recruiting ground for them. In this context, the visit of
‘Surendranath Bannerji in 1884 to Aligarh “proved turning
_point in the policy of the Europeans led by Mr T. Beck,
the principal”.

Mr Beck was a bad teacher and students had a poor opi~
nion of him. Besides, he was both bureaucratic and arro-
-gant, unlike his predecessor, Mr Siddons, who “worked
selflessly without the air of white supremacy”. In order
to gain domination and control over the college affairs he
‘played politics with the members of staff and students.
His aim was to isolate radicals and build up a group of
lackeys. Mr Beck encouraged and patronised sportsmen,
"this “patronage had adverse effect on the academic atmos-
‘phere of the college. Players and sportsmen, who neglec-
ted their studies and set a record of successive failures,
"were hailed as Seniors and those who devoted their time
to studies were dubbed a5 bookworms’’.

?‘hls d-ominant trend in Aligarh, built assiduously and
‘systematically, was based on a political strategy and had
a well defined social and political objective to serve the
'epds of the colonial power. Its dominance, based on offi
-cial patronage and actjye encouragement, did not, however,
.mean that the larger objective was lost sight by all. There
appears to have Temained an active group of staff and
.students Vyho.continued to dream of freedom from Euro-
‘p}?an domination ang t¢ shape the education according t0
the needs of the community and the country to puild a

trepe

N |




P ———— S

Foreword \'a

new future. This becomes evident from the explosion
which took place at the time of non-cooperation movement.

The author of the book convincingly shows that the very
word, ‘non-cooperation’, took its birth at the meeting of
students at Aligarh, and Aligarh had become a focal point
of political fight against colonial power. The role of Ali-
garh students in this fight was a beacon light for the
rest of the country, as is evident from both the importance
given to it by the colonial power as well as the press. The
evidence, brought forth in the book, focuses our attention
to a few very interesting points. It shows that despite the

. policies followed, a large number of trustees, staff and a

large body of students yearned for freedom from British
domination and British dominated policies, that they had
not forgotten the original aims of the founders of the col-
lege and that given the leadership they rallied to reassert
what they had always cherished. It also shows that in
action, in pursuit of their objectives they. realised, strived
for and maintained hindu-muslim unity. This is particu-
larly significant in view of the vicious campaign launched
against non-cooperators and use of all sorts of religious.
and social prejudices to break this unity—achieved in
action, and to wean away students from the united action
against the British and their lackeys.

It is also interesting that original objective of the non-
cooperators was not to form another institution, in fact,
they resisted such an attempt till the last. They aimed to
convert the college into a national university, for the ob-
jectives for which it was formed. That Jamia was born as
a separate institution to express the national will only
when non-cooperators were forced to do so. Jamia was,
therefore, a creation of revolution, against British, for
hindu-muslim unity and for linking education with na-
tional goals and objectives.

Aligarh and Jamia were, therefore, a result of the same
aspiration and objectives. The two, however, followed two
different roads till about the time of independence of the
country. Partition of the country had grave consequences
for both the institutions and they came together, when the
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leading light, a person who had sustained Jamia in its most
difficult period, Dr Zakir Husain became the vice-chan-
cellor of the Aligarh University. The ending of the demo-
ralisation and major development of the university during
his vice-chancellorship was as a result of the infusion of

the original spirit and turning back to its original aims
and objectives. o

Today, both the institutions, though at different stages
of development, are closer to each other, but, alas, this
sharing of the spirit is not based on common vision of the
future, but of a frustration and isolation, arising from their
lack of ability to come to grips with the existing realities
and lack of capabilities to control the situation and march
forward, shoulder to shoulder with others to a bright
future, which this country has.

This book, by showing the true spirit of the Allgiflrh
movement, the objectives and goals of the institution
and, by throwing light on its tribulations, varlgus .mo}(l)ds
and struggles, will show what Aligarh and Jamia had
been and could be and thus pave the way for the future.

The book as it has been written briljlgs t.O life various
events. The author has adopted a narrative, through. fWh}iCh
he makes the reader participate in the gventsio as if t ;y
are taking place before his eyes- This 1is SO ecause; the
author has been a part of the events: Hf;1 v:;as one of the
leaders of non-cooperator students, and ha frgllgrgted to
Jamia and was one of the first graduates of Jamia. He
later came to Aligarh to become a teaf:her athschool, he
had taken a vow to become and remain a sc 901. 'teachgr
all his life, in order to mould the young gengratlon m their
early ages. Later he became a part of radical politics of
the university, and organised school teachers and class
IV employees of the university and fought for better
conditions of work and emoluments for them- He was by
all standards one of the finest teachers of h1§ generation,
respected by all, even by his bitterest enemies, as a fine
teacher and a man of integrity and tremeninus‘courag.e.
He always worked for bringing back the university to its




Foreword vii
early ideals of community life, freedom of expression and
hindu-muslim unity and a new vision of the future as =
teacher, as an organiser of teachers movement, their trade
unions, of non-teaching staff and as a political activist. His
humility and self-effasiveness is also evident from his book,
even though he was in the thick of the struggle and in
forefront of all the events he describes, he never even
once mentions himself. That is why one of his students

said at his passing away: For years to come the times will
shed tears at your passing away.

This book may serve a useful purpose particularly at
this juncture.

A. RAHMAN
January 26, 1982
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Preface

This book in English, the Urdu version of which
under the title—Baniye Jamia—was published in
1971, was completed in 1972. It, however, could
not see the light of the day through various acci-
dents, first the manuscript was lost, later when it
was printed but before it could be bound and re-
leased, the entire printed matter was lost and
could not be retrieved despite all efforts.

Befcre this manuscript was sent to press a second look
:revealed certain lacunae and some incidents and comments
needed filling up, elaboration or foot notes. The latter
particularly in view of the fact that the present generation
.may not be aware of them. Consequently these additions
have been made in the text without jeopardising the
‘meaning of the original text.

The references to newspapers and other materials re-
ferred to has been checked, where it was not easy to verify
:it has been left as it was.

Baniye Jamia in the present enlarged edition published
in the English language is due to the persuation of my
nephew, Abdur Rahman of CSIR and the keenness of Shri
V. C. Joshi, director of archives section, Nehru Museum,
.New Delhi.

I am indebted to messers Syed Farrukh Ali Jalali, in-
charge of Sir Syed Room of Azad Library, Aligarh, who
provided me with old records.

Aligarh S. M. Tonxa
.September 21, 1971
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LPreface

This book in English, the Urdu version of which
under the title—Baniye Jamia—was published in
1971, was completed in 1972. It, however, could
not see the light of the day through various acci-
dents, first the manuscript was lost, later when it
was printed but before it could be bound and re-
leased, the entire printed matter was lost and
could not be retrieved despite all efforts.

Befcre this manuscript was sent to press a second look
:revealed certain lacunae and some incidents and comments
needed filling up, elaboration or foot notes. The latter
particularly in view of the fact that the present generation
.may not be aware of them. Consequently these additions

have been made in the text without jeopardising the
:meaning of the original text.

The references to newspapers and other materials re-

ferred to has been checked, where it was not easy to verify
it has been left as it was.

Baniye Jamia in the present enlarged edition published
in the English language is due to the persuation of my
nephew, Abdur Rahman of CSIR and the keenness of Shri

V. C. Joshi, director of archives section, Nehru Museum,
:New Delhi.

I am indebted to messers Syed Farrukh Ali Jalali, in-

charge of Sir Syed Room of Azad Library, Aligarh, who
provided me with old records.

[Aligarh

S. M. Tonxa
.September 21, 1971
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Historical Background

Jamia Millia Islamia was founded at Aligarh by old
boys and freedom-loving students of the famous
M.A.O. College, Aligarh (now Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity, Aligarh). It was not just a brain-wave of a
few persons, which brought it into being but the
realisation of an old dream and culmination of a
struggle persistently carried on for half a century.

The dream was expounded, by Syed Ahmad Sahib (ge-
nerally known as Sir Syed) in his letter dated May 15,
1870 to Mehdi Ali Khan (Nawab Mohsmul Mulk) in the
following words:

“This college may expand into a university whose sons
shall go forth throughout the length and breadth of the
land to proclaim the gospel of free enquiry, large hearted
tolerance of free morality.”

Three years later Syed Mahmud, illustrious son of the
founder, presented the scheme at the meeting of the
M.A.O. College Foundation Committee held on February
.10, 1873, and said:

“Before offering any remarks upon the scheme to be
adopted for the proposed Institution, I may be allowed to
bring to the notice of the Committee, a word which ap-
pears to me to have been used by mistake. This Committee
calls itself ‘The M.A.O. Cillege’, but a University, and I
hope the members will consent to my proposals and that
instead of the word ‘College’ the word University’ may
be substituted.

“I beg to lay before the Committee the following re-
marks, on the management and the course of study, to be
adopted at the proposed University.”

AL-I



2 Aligarh and Jamia—Fight for National Education System

He made six remarks of which 1, 3 and 6 might be
mentioned:

“I have to mention first of all that the management 011'
this institution should be perfectly free from any contro
of the Government, beyond supervision.”

Later on while explaining the point he remarked,

“As long as we depend upon Government for wapts
which are essentially of a domestic nature, as education
naturally is, we expect to get what is simply impossible to
obtain. The best educational institutions in Europe are
either entirely free or next to entirely free from any con-
trol of the Government of the country and thus in coun-
tries where the rulers belong to the nation whose educa-
tion is to be conducted. With how much greater force does
this argument holds good in case of India where the Gov-
ernment is almost wholly composed of persons belonging

to a nation, totally different from us in language, religion
and in the mode of thought.”

Here it may be noted that he referred to India as 2
whole, which means that he regarded freedom from Gov-

ernment control as a basic prerequisite for educational in-
stitutions both for Muslims and Hindus.

The third remark deals with the spread of enlightened
mnotions as he observes: .

“Thirdly, that subjects which are not exactly of any
practical importance, but which improve the mind, should
also be taught. I consider that, by far the greatest bene”
fit, which ought to accrue from one University, is t©
change the mode of thought of our students, and thus t0
produce men who may afterwards prove as so many

inst.ruments in the hands of the University, for Spl’e‘?‘d-lng
enlightened notiong amon

gst the people at large. If W€
fail in gaining this obj -
. : lect, we must the
university as a failure tog.” really  consider .
The sixth remark ) .
the university: relates to the residential character of
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“That residence within the precincts of the university
.and under its discipline should be as indispensable as edu-
cation in the course of study itself’, because “the sixth
;point is of the most vital importance. It is to be the chief
distinctive feature between our own institution and the
universities which already exist in India. The mode of
‘life amongst the Musalmans of India needs far greater
reform than even the mode of education. And unless we
bring a large number of students and able teachers in one
:place, and form a society of their own, whose notions and
-objects should be different from the present society of
Indian Muslims, educational project cannot be carried to
.any considerable extent.”

It is thus evident that the university was meant to be
an effective instrument in working and developing a new
:social and intellectual pattern.

For academic purpose “the university”’ was to be divid-
ed into two departments:

I. The School
II. The college

The college, in its place, was to be divided into two
«departments:

1) The lower
2) The upper

The lower corresponds to a pass degree and the upper
‘to an honours, or master’s degree leading to Fellowship
-‘which were 30 in number and distributed as follows:

Languages 8 (including Sanskrit), Mathematics 5, Logic,
Rhetoric, Philosophy and Science of History 4, Natural
Science 4, Mohammadan Law and Jurisprudence 5.

The administration of the university as proposed in the
.scheme was admirable. It laid down:

“The fellows will form the governing body of the uni-
versity. They will meet at least once a term in the com-
‘bination room to decide points concerning the manage:
‘ment of the university. The Senior Fellow will be con-
sidered as the President of the meeting and will have the
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casting vote. He will also be considered as the head of’
the College. Whenever the Fellows meet for deciding any
point concerning education, the Lecturers- who are not
Honorary Fellows, will also have a right to appear in the"

combination room, and give votes like the fellows of the:
university.”

The first step towards the realisation of the dream was-
taken when the M.A.O. Collegiate School was opened on.
May 10, 1875. The opening ceremony of the school witnes--
sed the determination, devotion and open mindedness of:
its founders. Syed Sahib invited his hindu friends, Raja:
Jai Kishan Das and Pandit Radha Kishan, to participate-
in the opening ceremony; who readily responded. The-
opening day, thus, witnessed perfect communal harmony"
and set a very noble example. Tablets commemorating the:
names of those who contributed to the foundation of the:

school in the famous Strachey Hall bear witness to it even
today.

. Syed Ahmed Sahib dreamt of and strived for an educa--
tional institution for the muslims free from obscurantism:
and government control. By 1877 school was transformed,.
through opening of college course “and- M.A.O. College-
came into being. The first headmaster and principal of the-
college, Mr. Siddons, worked selflessly without any air-
of white supremacy.

The appointment of the second Principal, Mr. Theodore
Beck, changed the situation. Self-respecting and vigilant

ggtees of the college were startled by the bureaucratic:
had Z;r:fgoan; b;h&VlO}l:r of the principal and his Europeans:
ached on their privileges anq i
of complete freedom from i assumed an air
' their control T
to resist and a serious str - 1rustees began-
the Board of Trustees. uggle ensued against it within
Inside the coll
its hold by cu(;b'e acy started tightening
ed and oo Ing freedom of students, Th;j )
Tha\n resisted by the students with gran; o o Lesents
e showdown came, when Beck, v, great determination.
college, was also the presi dent (’)W 0 as principal of the-

f the union, wanted his-

ge, the bureauer
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:nominee, Mohammad Husain, son of Syed Sahib’s old fri-
-end, Maulvi Mohammad Shaheed Khan, to be elected vice-
_president of the union in 1885. It was so vigorously op-
‘posed by Aziz Mirza, the first student leader of India, and
.his party that his opponent could not be elected even as
.an ordinary member of the cabinet. The principal called
:the newly elected cabinet to his presence, expressed “his
.displeasure at the undesirable election and cancelled it”.
.As a protest against this attack on their freedom to choose
their representatives the members resigned en block
:from the membership.of the union and thus forced the
.arrogant principal to withdraw his order.!

It goes to the credit of Aligarh movement that it was
-the first to stand for modern education free from foreign
.control. In this struggle some members of the Board of
Trustees and students were united in maintaining their
.self-respect and freedom in their respective spheres, as
.Mir Wilayat-Husain states:

“Sir Syed was like father to students and Maulvi Sami-
-ullah Khan like mother. Generally students had no
.access to Syed Sahib but Maulvi Samiullah Khan visited
‘the boarding house at times and met each boarder, enquired
.about his affairs. Some students visited his residence and-
;unburdened themselves frankly.”?

The students asserted their right to manage their own
.affairs. In the following year they elected a committee to
‘look after the Boarding House, under the active supervi-
‘sion of a student Mazharul Haq, “who kept an account of
income and expenditure on this item and regulated daily
‘menu according to the fund available”.

While the students were encouraged and were organi-
-sing themselves, the Europeans tried to encourage man-
agement staff to complain against students. For instance,
while Sir Syed approved the idea of students running
their own mess, ‘they made changes in the personnel of
-the Committee to run the mess at the instance of the

1. Ab-bitee, pp 46-47, Life of Mir Wilayat Husain, Aligarh, 1972.
.2. Ab-bitee,
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manager who often made complaints against
Sir Syed”? o |
The visit of Surendranath Bannerji in 1884 proved &:

turning point in the policy of the Europeans led by Mr. T-

Beck, the principal. “A meeting was held in the building

of the Scientific Society under the Presidentship of Syed
Sahib. He was deeply impressed by the se
fices made by the honourable speaker who
on the wrongs done to Indians.”

Before the importance of Bannerji’s visit is discussed, 1%
may be worhwhile to say a few words about Mr. Bef:k- No-
description would be better than that given by his con~
temporaries. According to which: “Mr. Beck, who was B.A.
(Cantab) in mathematics; without any distinction, took up:
English literature in graduate classes but he often entered:
the class without any preparation, so much so that he cut
open folded pages of the book in the classroom hence:
students had a poor opinion about him as a teacher.”

He, Mr. Beck, without any literary distinction, an indif~
ferent teacher, was alarmed at the Syed Sahib’s very fav~
ourable impression about Surendranath Bannerji and im~
mediately held talks with the local nawabs and rajas,
roused their prejudices against them and warned them:
against the domination of Bengalis. He asked them whe~
ther brave people, as they were, they would tolerate to be
under Bengali collectors and judges.

In order to achieve his objective, of isolating muslims:
from the freedom movement and radical social changes,
he. sought to get control of college publication to 3preadl
poison. He, therefore, asked Syed Sahib to hand over the
control of the Institute Gazette to him, to which un~
iszttérlls:;lsy ;he latter. agl:eed. Thus armed with an effect”

Ol communication, he started a compaign against

freedon.n movement by picturing it as a movement O
Bengalis aimed at the domination of India.

' Later on he:
gave it another political turn.
3. Conference Gazette, Se
, September 24
4. Ab.bitee, pp 48-49. 9% B s
5. C.G., September 8, 35, pp 4-5.

students to

rvices and sacri~’
eloquently dwelt
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According to Mir Wilayat Husain he spent most of his

time in opposing political movements and other activities.
He and his colleagues, particularly, feared Samiullah
Khan. They feared that if the latter became secretary of
the college Beck and his colleagues in the staff will not
be spared.® ‘
. Beck was always on the look out for isolating those
students and Trustees who were for freedom of thought
and democratic functioning of the college. He turned a
small incident into a major opportunity for himself in
1887. The manager of the Boarding House did not relish
students’ participation in the management and had pre-
judiced Syed Sahib against their free behaviour, which
was termed as arrogant and dictatorial. This tussle deve-
loped into a conflict with the manager, who controlled the
bearers at hostel. The |bearers were encouraged to
have an indifferent attitude towards the students, often
leading to unpleasant incidents. In one such incident,
tempers rose and one student, Mohammad Husain, called
Bangroo (the rude), slapped a bearer for his extreme neg-
ligence. Perhaps an exaggerated version and complaint was
made to Syed Sahib who issued a notice rusticating Ban-
8rco.

The students in their turn held a meeting at the room
of their.leader, Aziz Mirza, and drafted an application to
Syed Sahib, submitting therein that drastic action against
them would enbolden the subordinate staff and create
more trouble. Syed Sahib rejected this plea and reaffirmed
previous order. This was more than the students could sto-
mach. They struck, packed their belongings and two-thirds
left the boarding for a building called Kachchi Sarai.
They wired to Maulvi Samiullah Sahib for support. Maulvi
Sahib intervened and induced them to give up strike.

The strike provided an opportunity to Beck to isolate
Maulvi Sahib and humiliate radical students. Beck, now
feeling strong, struck both at the students and Maulvi
Sahib. He drafted an apology and insisted that the stud-

6. Ab-Bitee, p 81.
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ents could be readmitted only after signing the apology:

then seeking forgiveness from him before begging SY

Sahib to forgive them. Maulvi Sahib, who had prevente

e
the strike from growing and thus prevented any damag
to the institution, felt humiliated and left Al

igarh. MI-
. a
Beck emerged victorious. Aziz Mirza, Mazhurul Haq and

; t
few others were declared as ring leaders and ‘Were 11(1);‘
admitted. Others, feeling helpless, submitted their apo

ies and returned. From the position of a bad teacher, MI-
Beck rose to dominate the college. . i
Beck got another opportunity to isolate Maulvi Sam

ullah from the college when in 1888, Syed Mahmud, mar”

ried a girl, who had been earlier, betrothed to Hamidulla
Khan, Maulvi Sahib’s son. Mr. Beck took full advanwgel
of the strained relations between Syed Mahmud 3n‘d
Maulvi Samiullah as a result of this marriage. He urgeé
the European staff to pressurise Syed Sahib, through Syed
Mahmud, that uncertainty about Syed’s

successor madff
them anxious about their future and if he could nominat®

Syed Mahmud as his successor in his life time they wou

feel reassured. Syed Sahib agreed and Beck drafted LaV‘f
of Trustees proposing Syed Sahib as Life Honorary Secr€

ary and Syed Mahmud as Life Honorary Joint Secretary
to become Secretary after his death. -
Maulvi Samiullah Sahib, Khawja Mohamma

g yusuf
and others opposed it but with the backing of Syed Sahib

the new law was passed. This lead to Maulvi Sahib aP

his party severing their relations with the college. It was
a major victory for Beck.

There was a temporary rapprochement between Syed
Sahib and Maulvi Sahib through the intervention ©
Vigarul Mulk of Hyderabad and Maulvi

: Sahib and his
friends were retaken in the Board of Trustees. Mr. Beck’

1.mwever, took alarm, he feared Maulvi Sahib’s interes®
in -the management of the Boarding House and in ithe we
being of each and every student,

i woul lems
for him. He, thereon, proposed a Bg d create prob

I~ ard of ments
consisting of members of the staff ang trus’tl\élea;laiie place
of the old committee. Maulvi Sahip realiseq ’this man-
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-oeuvre to defeat him and observed that it would be diffi-
.cult for the trustees to be present at each and every meet-
ing of the board and he would be out-voted by the prin-
«cipal and his staff. He, therefore, refused to be a trustee
.0f the college.

This was Mr. Beck’s final triumph. Syed Sahib had
‘been completely isolated from his old friends. Maulvi
.Sahib was the right hand man of Syed Sahib at the initiai
.stages, as it was he who urged him to open the school in
1875, despite paucity of funds, and ran it successfully in
‘his absence till he returned to Aligarh after his retirement
from service. The latter, therefore, held Maulvi Sahib in
.great esteem and declared that he was “his younger bro-
ther, though young in age he was mature in knowledge
.and wisdom”. But after disassociation from the college,
he was severely attacked in the columns of the Gazette.?

The root cause of the rupture has been pointed out by
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdul Baqi in his article in Confer-
ence Gazette® wherein he wrote:

“Powers of the English staff were the root cause of
the difference between Syed Sahib and Maulvi Sahib,
which had by then become so wide that none dared to
reduce them.”

To soften the edge, Mr. Beck encouraged and patronis-
ed players and sportsmen, mixed with them very freely
and entertained them lavishly at his residence where Mrs.
Beck played host. To prove that he was a real well wisher
of the institution he even offered a large sum of money
for the construction of a new hostel.®

This patronage had an adverse effect on the academic
atmosphere of the college. Players and sportsmen, who
neglected their studies and set a record of successive fail-
aures, were hailed as seniors and those who devoted their
time to studies were dubbed as bookworms.

His successor, Mr. Morison, felt stronger and ignored
‘the trustees totally. His role was summed up by Sahib-

7 C. Gazette, September 24, 1939.
.8. C. Gazette, July 8, 1936, p 6.
9. Ab-Bitee, p 95.
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zada Aftab Ahmed Khan, who said, “He is not our weil
wisher, he is the well wisher of his government. Witho.u'f
consulting us he approaches the government and gets 1t5
sanction for whatever he wants to do. We are thus fOI‘Ced'
to keep his word. Mr. Beck used to introduce us to every

great European visitor, but he does not. We know of such-
men’s visit only after their departure.”’*°

Mr Archibold who succeeded Morison moved even fur”
ther towards autocracy and clashed with Honorary Secre™
tary, Mushtaq Husain, Vigarul Mulk. Vigarul Mulk was
an honest and straight forward person and wanted tO free’
the college from the iron grip of the European staff.

Archibold was not only arrogant but derived pleasur®’
in humiliating Indians. When he referred the matter of W%
differences with Honorary Secretary of the M.A.O. Col-
lege to the lieutenant-governor of UP for arbitration, the’
governor favoured the secretary on some minor points,
but fully endorsed the principal's position on all major

points. The secretary resented this biased decision and
resigned.

-

The history of M.A.O. College is one of continuous cOn™
flict between the principal and European staff on the on€
hand and the Trustees on the other. The struggle continue¢
be‘Fween the self-respecting trustees and the all powerft
principal till 1919, when the last of them, Mr. Towle, T~
signed with the European staff following him en bloc.

The conflict and the consequent struggle against th€’
attitude and domination of the English principal and Eu~
r;)lpfzan staff was not limited to trustees only. Students 0P
EI‘ }iﬂr part were as active as the self-respecting trustees

€y were conscious of anti-British struggle outside Indi2

and their political i
; consciousness and i m
surfaced in many ways. desire for freed®

For instance, on -
. : one he stu

;l;irguif:&eﬁhpﬂlz Mirza’s reported speech to wglfc;mz Ha~
an of Bhopal i :
after sucessfully complgzingon his return from England.

ration from Irish steaggle 1S studies, drew direct inspi~

According to 5 report ‘MO~
10. Ab-Bitee, p 140,
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hammad Aziz Mirza rose to propose a toast for the health.

of the Chief Guest. He pointed out that by a curious co-

incidence the number of the second class boarders was.
eighty-six being exactly the number of Irish party; and.
he hoped that although they may not follow the tactics.
of Irishmen but give as much proof of their patriotism in.

the cause of Mahammedan Education.”!!
It may be noted that Irish struggle is not termed as a

treason against Her Majesty’s government but as an ex--
pression of patriotism to be emulated in the field of edu--

cation.

The struggle against European staff was carried further-

by Ali brothers, Maulana Mohammad Ali and Maulana

Shaukat Ali, Hasrat Mohani, Agha Safdar and others. We:
find reference to it in Dr. Abdur Rahman Bijnori’s letter-
to his brother, Habibur Rahman. He writes, “When you.
wish to visit a European Professor, have an appointment.

with him through a letter and be very punctual. As they

are touchy, your language should be respectful. This ar--

»12

rogance kept me at a very long distance from them.

This section of students to which Bijnori and others be--

longed, prized their freedom. Bijnori, as Old Boy’s repre-
sentative, made pointed reference to it in two booklets:

The Proposed Muslim University and Hindu University-
Act and the Proposed Muslim University. The first was.

published at the request of Vigarul Mulk and the second in

confrontation with Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan’s book-

let Muslim University.

In Part I of the first book 6th point of item 2 he obser--
ves, on concerning the appointments of the Provosts: “If

the appointment of the Provost is in the hands of the court
then it would be on the permanent basis, with the result
that the Provost like the Principal of the College, would

become an unbridled officer which would always create:
difficulties which had been experienced in the past. This:

is the next important point of my suggestions.”**

11. Institute Gazette, November 3, 1886, p 1368.
12. June 3, 1912, Bagiyate Bijnori, p 91.
13. Part I of 6th point of item, 2. p 27.
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In Part III, he takes up the problems of discipline vis-
_a-vis the teaching staff under the statutes and says, “Pro-
fessors shall have nothing to do with the discipline. Col-
lege professor’s wish to be administrators can be compared
to the wish of the executive officers to have judicial pow-
.ers. But real professor's task, who would no doubt be
.scholars, should be diffusion of knowledge and not rule
(over students). Students’ legitimate freedom demands that
they should have to deal with the Provost only and not
-with the_professor so far as administration of discipline is
concerned.”'*

He further states:

“I note one more thing in the proposed Regulations, that
the ‘powers of restricted freedom’ enjoyed by the students

-of the college, which during my eight years’ stay in the

. college were gradually wrested from them and not resto~
red despite powerful agitation and definite assurance of
the trustees, have been totally erased from the Regula-
tions. No shred has been left. It is useless to mention that
-every person and all educationalists know that educational
institutions are not prisons.”?

“If one ponders over the relation between the teachers
and the taught he finds it to be nothing more than that
.of two members of a majlis, but who listens to their tale
and that too as narrated by me.”*® )

The summing up of discipline and students freedom in
-the readjusted couplet of Ghalib speaks volumes On stu-
_dents freedom as envisaged by the Old Boys Association
"The Aligarh Brotherhood. '

The second booklet Hindu University Act and the Pro-
-posed Muslim University takes up the problem of qiscipline

under Article 18 in which he says:

“Many a time discipline has been proved to be an in-
_strument for suppressing freedom of students. NoO univer-
.sity can be a success as long as there are no friendly acade”

14. Part III, pp 50-51.
15. Ibid.

16. It is a translation of Urdu couplet by Ghalib: ibid.
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mic relations between students and teachers. No fear can-
instil respect for teachers in the hearts of the students as
long as the former’s love does not catch the latter’s-
hearts.””*?

This clarification is followed by a question in relation to-
the Muslim University. “Shall we have powers to frame-
rules of discipline or they would be drawn up at the
direction of the Government? Whosoever shall have powers:
regarding it shall be ruler of the University.’!8

The above observation is full of significance and expo-
ses the stranglehold of European staff backed by the might
of the firmly established British government. It is again
as fully expressive of an Aligarian’s yearning for students’’
self-government.

Later in the book he takes up the demoralising effect of"
the special privileges enjoyed by the European staff, and:
says: “If European staff is granted special privileges and is:
preferred to others than it is bound to have a demoralising:
effect on trustees, Indian staff and students, all these. This:
reduces the trustees from being masters to mere servants.
and degrades Hindustani professors to serve by flattery
and imprints upon the students might of autocracy.”*®

Inequality is the basis of all political troubles. Unequal
treatment has bred agitation and struggle in Aligarh. “....
If you make a rule according to which only a European
can be Provost of the wuniversity then you admit that
Hindustani and Muslim professors of the college are infe--
rior to the English staff so far as teaching and administra-
tion are concerned.”?°

To strengthen his statement, he quotes the views of Mr.
Mohammad Yaqub in his Risala Muslim University where-
in he emphasizes: “Even if we accept even for a single
minute that European Provost is better than Hindustani
one, even then I proclaim it with all the force at my com-
mand that a bad government wherein ‘we enjoy self--

~17. Ibid, p 37. 20. Ibid, pp 12-33.
18. Ibid,
19. Ibid.
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ted sphere of influence and powers. His reasons fo
.50 are evident from the arguments he puts forth.

nullah first points to the absence of sterling virtues
-muslims.*

fore the community in 1870.”
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. ov-
respect and freedom is better than having the best &
.ernment at the cost of the two."* determin od

The struggle, of the last four decades, W?S ad - iution-
ceffort to realise the dream of a free educa1.:1o¥1a1 m booklet
Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan refers to it m his -
_An Interesting Dialogue Regarding: the Proposed cinull ah
JUniversity between Dost Mohammad Khan and Ma mwhic
Khan. The former, while stating that the bomb Sirmla
burst on the head of poor muslims was fired from

e of
.and not from Constantinople® He opposed acceptant

. ide
.a university without powers to affiliate institutions O;tsio o
.Aligarh, working under too many restrictions an that
much government control. He further states State
despite all these restrictions, the Secretary of -
still reserves his right to make amendments. Mau}?m'l‘
lah Khan defended the acceptance, with even 30108
T .
Matr
amoﬂg
“Do you not know that the scheme of tr;g
Muslim University is not a new one? The blessed Sybe'
had presented the whole project and complete outline ’ 4
He then stresses the PO~

. . . ]
“Do you confine the movement for the university mer? y
to the struggle for a University in 19117

o]
this whole project and scheme to be some new propc‘sa‘1 e
-be decided by you? Do you think that its fulfilment

Do you th

pends upon the efforts and sagacity of a single perso’ ©
committee? Do you think had there been no auSP'iclou
roccasion of the coronation in 1911 and had not Agha KP
led the university with his farsighted intelligence

an
'sagacity the scheme would not have been fulfilled. If we
‘make the Government unders

. tand it may not insist on thi
-change of name but if it does not respond we should 10
124

slim University, published in 191%
21. 1Ibid, p 23.
.23, Tbid, p 4.
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the writer says, “When we were disappointed by the Gov-
«ernment in having a university for which we had been
‘striving for 40 years there struck to our mind an idea of
:such a Jamia Islamia which may be regarded by us as a
remedy to all our evils and troubles.”

A note in Jamia® confirms Vigarul Mulk’s statement:
““It was mere chance that Jamia was founded during non-
-cooperation movement. Its need had been felt for long.
For years the idea was nurtured in different minds till
aultimately it took the form of Jamia Millia Islamia.”

In another note,*® one finds, “It is not strange that all the
founders of Jamia had once been prominent members of
Aligarh Movement. As they had stronger feelings than
«others and their nature had been good very soon they
realized that the community could not attain its destiny
for centuries if it goes on treading the old path.”

A later writer, Dr. K. M. Ashraf, put it in the following
‘words:

“Ultimately there emerged a new tendency in Ali-
.garh which united not only Deoband and Aligarh but also
united the separate currents of Hindu and Muslim parties
-on the firm and sound basis of anti-British policy.

“The educational policy of Jamia Millia and the political
Mmovement of Khilafat is the historic symbol of the peo~
Ples’ democratic unity and anti-imperialist activity...the
late Maulana Mohammad Ali was the leader of this
Mmovement.’’?7
, The muslims had been dreaming and striving for a uni-
versity which could be run by them without the interfer-
ence of the British government. Their hopes had been
strengthened by Minto-Morley reforms and formation of
the Muslim League and they were sure that at the Corona-
tion of George they would be granted a charter for such
a free institution.

Muslim University Foundation Committee had been
formed and -its leading members had talks with high gov-

25. February 1924, pp 71-72.
26. In the same journal of September, 1925. -
27. Jauhar Jubilee Number, p 22.
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ey sy arb

ernment officials who hinted at the poss1b1.hty (z)insrlrlncll;.lit}"
institution. All these had stirred the .mushm'nc T ember
128 a5 a student of class V at that time, §t1 oF Agh
how I jumped again and again to }}ave a ghmPSf Sents Of
Khan and showered flowers on him. All the s 11{} D edk-
Islamia High School, Etawah, sacrificed one mont . tSe oo the
fast and fire-works at Shabi-barat®® to add our mit

iversity funds. ft
mugﬁrt}gse activities led to the publication .of the. waaas
Constitution of the Aligarh Muslim Universfty- This L1l
published as a supplement of Comrade,* NO.Vembe.r ity
Preamble dealing with the need of the Muslim Um‘{e the
refers to inadequate representation of the muSth-mown
existing university, to the enthusiasm which their > on
university would rouse among the muslims for ed-ucasitv
at every stage, to the advantages of a teaching univer: el:l’
over a purely examining one and te the need of the T
gious education and safeguarding oriental learning.

o of
In section 7 of the Draft Constitution, the authorities
the university have been mentioned:

The authorities of the university shall be:
1) The Chancellor
2) The Vice-Chancellor
3) The Pro-Vice-Chancellor
4) The Vice-President of the Court
9) The Court of Trustees
6) The Council of Trustees
7 The Senate
8) The Syndicate
9) The Faculties
The aspiration for education, the type of education, neea
of the university, its organisation and method of functio?” -
ing is fully reflec i

st, because they
28. Refers to author.
29. Muslim festival when all pj
formed and reading of

ght religj
" i gious
30. Journal published

. e Per‘.
done, Seviees &
by Maulang Mohammad Al
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dwell upon the - main aims and working of the institution.-
Item six lays down: “To affiliate or recognise other institu-
tions upon such terms and conditions as shall be laid down:
in the Statutes and Regulations.” Item nine mentions: “to
enter into alliance with any other university or education-
al Instituton”. Item ten further elaborates the previous.
ltem: “to cooperate with other Indian university or autho-
rities for the conduct of matriculation and other examina~
tions, for the examination and inspection of school and
for such other matters as the university may from time to
time determine.” '
) The university, therefore, was not meant to work in
Isolation. Asg regards the authorities, “The Viceroy and
Governor General shall be the ex-officio Chancellor, the
Vice-Chancellor, the - Pro-Vice-Chancellor and the Vice-
President of the court were to be elected from amongst
he members of the court but Pro—Vice-Chance}lor’s-
dPpointment was subject to the approval of the Chan-
cellor.” ,
Section 14 vested the court with supreme powers and
clearly stated it to be “The Supreme Governing Body of
€ University and shall have absolute powers within the
University subject to the provisions of the Act and the
Statutes.”
The council, being executive body, shall be subject to:
the control and supervision of the court followed by the
®hate, the academic body subject to statutes and super-
Vision of the court and shall consist of such memjbers as
May e specified in the Statutes. Then comes SE>’ndlca'“3tud1
hom “the executive work of the Senate shall be ves ei_.
and Which shall consist of such members as may be spec
In Satutes.” q
SGCtion 94 declares, “University shall be open to all an

in or-
O religioyg test shall be imposed upon any person mn

« ' i i ofessor, Lecturer,
Te o entitle him to be admitted as Pr o, L

er or student of this University, excep ination
or and examina
in tz‘;d Lecturer of theology. The study slim students

Only ,’Ology shall be compulsory for mu

AL
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‘Chapter IX is on the membership of the court, conmstf
ing of 200 men, composed of (a) Foundation membelll':
(b) Ordinary members, (c) 20 members elected by the A
India Muslim Educational Conference, (d) 20 elected PY
the Old Boys’ Association, (e) 10 elected by Indian mushm
graduates from amongst themselves, (f) 5 elected by mus~
lim land owners and jagirdars paying one pie in a rupe®
upen revenue payable to the government, (g) 5 muslim
tax payers provided the sum paid is not below Rs 25
(h) 5 by Islamia College Committee, Lahore, (i) 15 Ulamas
elected by the court, (J) as many other persons to be
elected by the court to make the total.

This long account clearly proves that Jamia Millia Isla-
mia founded on 31 October, 1920 was the realisation of 3
old dream and climax of a struggle started as early 2°
1870 by the leaders of Aligarh movement and Aligar®
boys till the date of destiny. It was in this context that
Maulana Mohammad Ali stated in October, 1920,* “Fn
other circumstances I would advise the students to remai?
in college premises and turn the college into a fully 1P~

dependent Muslim University for which we had beeP
dreaming for half a century.”

31. Comrade, Octobey, 1920
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The hope of a free and independent Muslim Univer-
sity had been wishfully nourished all these years
because some European principals had expressed their
sympathy. Many had faith that the “Benign Govern-
.ment would help its Muslim subjects to rise high to
be worthy subjects of such a blessed government.
"That ruler is really fortunate who rules over civilized
‘subjects. Can we not aspire this much so as to become
werthy of the pride of our rulers.””?

‘This is not a stray opinion of an immature student.
‘Even Aftab Ahmad Khan writes passionately on the need -
of Muslim University. “We call the Government blessing
©of God and regard it as such because doors of all types
of progress are cpen to us. India is a mixed country and
real solution of the population lies in presence of this
government and in the progress and cultures of Hindus
& Muslims.”?

Further on he gets more eloquent and passionate when
‘he asserts, “The people of this land have not as yet fully
:realised the value of this government because they accuse
it of spreading plague when'they are inoculated. The
-reasons for which we regard this government as bles-
sing of God are to be published and driven home to ?he,
-community and the country for which Muslim University
-would be the best means. Through this Muslim University
-over generations will present its blesssings and splendpur
‘to the world.”® A man of Vigarul Mulk’s eminence writes
‘in the same strain, “The problems of the proposed Mus-

1. Syed Sibte Hasan—a student in Ham and Hamari University,

:published in 1911.
2. Ibid, p 15.
3. Ibid.
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lim University is one of the many bless'ings which ';;2»
country has been receiving through English people. o
grant of this university or otherwise depends merely up
the kindness and will of the government.” _ A

All these hopes were shattered by the letter of Sir HE{r‘
court Butler, education member, government - of Indl.gs-
dated August 9, 1911. The letter is very signiﬁfant,' 1t‘_
fully exposes utterly the despotic attitude of the “Benigh
Government”. He writes;

“Dear Raja Saheb,*

I am in a position to communicate to you the
decision of His Majesty’s Secretary of State in re--
gard to the proposed ‘University of Aligarh’. You:
will remember that the movement was started with-
out any reference to government. Not until May 1911,
did a committee consisting of Mushtaq Husain, Mr:.
Aftab Ahmad Khan, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and your--
self approached me informally. We had some discus-
sion and I said before going any further that the govern--
ment of India must obtain the sanction of the Secretary
of State for India in regard to the principle of establishing'
a university. On 31 July 1911, I communicated to you the:
readiness of the Secretary of State to sanction the univer-
sity, provided, first, that your committee could show
that you had adequate fund in hand for the purpose and;

secondly, that the constitution of the proposed university"
was acceptable in all details to the
and himself.” 1 added at

Secretary of State

government of India:
the end of my letter that the:
“had reserved full discretion mn regard-
to every detail of any scheme which may essentially be
laid before him. At that stage no details could be plac-
ed before the Se

The discus-

e conducted

erstanding which I .
peated. As regards what T ma more than once re

. . ¥ call the external relations
ofdtl:le utfnversn:y. His Majesty’s Secretary of State has de-
Cided, after mature consideration that the Propesed uni-

4. Raja Saheb here refers to Raja of Mahmoodabad
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versity should not have powers of affiliation outside the
locality in which it may be established.”

After indicating the decision of state Mr. Butler states
'Opjections to affiliation. These amongst others were: con-
flict with the territorial universities, fall in standards and
loss of residential character and finally university’s inabili-
1y to control all colleges. Finally, he conveys “The decision
of His Majesty’s Secretary of State is final and must be
‘accepted as such.”

Not content with this he writes, “...as regard of what I

May call the internal relations of the proposed university,
‘Considerable modification of the proposed constitution will
"b*? necessary. The Secretary of State has decided that the
'Vlceroy should not be the Chancellor and that university
should elect its Chancellor, and that the powers which 1t
‘Was proposed to vest in the Chancellor, should be exercised
by the Governor General in Council, with one exception,
Namely, that the professors should be appointed without
Previous approval of the Governor General in Council.
) ‘The distribution of powers between various bodies of
'_th'e university must be the subject of future discussion...
‘HIS Majesty’s Secretary of State still reserves his discre-
_1{011 as to the constitution, in all details and specially men-
_thns in this letter as decided, and particularly in regard
to distribution of powers among the component bodies of
the university. '

“In conclusion I must tell you that the Secretary of
‘State has decided that the proposed university should in
Dublic be stated the ‘University of Aligarh’.”

This was in sharp contrast to the hopes and aspirations
of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and the muslims, who had hopgd
to develop Aligarh into a teaching and residential uni-
Versity, and this hope was repeatedly expressed f‘
Very beginning of the college by leading muslims and
‘Others, who were connected with the college. In the pre-
Amble of the draft constitution proposed by the constitu-
t.lon committee it was stated: “from the beginning the ob-
"Ject of the founder and the Muslim Comrpu{{ity was to
Taise such college to the Status of a Univer51ty .

rom the
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. v
How despotic, arbitrary and humiliating s the l.etizli;_
The benign blessed master would not let his ?nml'citl
ligent subjects go astray from the pgth of 1mp lbs
loyalty. If they do they may forget to cringe for crumdsg
and may start asserting their needs. Surveying the wee >
one commentator, Dr.” Abid Husain, observes, “the succes ‘
sors of Sir Syed soon realised, that they were bound bY
the will of the Government not only on course and 'me‘
thods of education but they could not move an .H}Ch
against the policy of the Government in ordinary pohtlcal'
matters. Sir Syed could lead the political movement:
against the Congress but when Nawab Moshinul Mulks
wanted to oppose Hindi being made language of the court
in the United Province he was forcefully prevented.”
The attitude of the government regarding the Musll{n:
University opened the eyes of the Aligarh youth and this'
bitter fact dawned on them that the British wanted tO
mould their education in their own pattern and wanted

to use them as their pawns on the chess-board of politif{sv
The spirit of self-respect and personal dignity instilled Lrl'
them by Igbal’'s poems and Maulana Mohammad Ali's
personality rose in rebellion against the intellectual domi~
nation of the government.

Butlers’ letter expounding British government’s policys
however, brought in bold relief the differences betweemn:
the Thrar (independents) and Istibdadi (reactionaries)
among the trustees of the college and the Aligarians.
Among the trustees it was Vigarul Mulk who not only
opposed the bill as outlined by the government but pro-

posed 'the establishment of an independent “J amia Islamia”
as ponted out earlier. He presented g complete schemé&
of Jamia Islamia in the second

s part of his booklet refer-
red to 'e.zarh‘er. Among the Aligariang it was Abdur Rah~
man Bijnori, the representative of ‘Old Boys’ in the Mus~
led the opposition to the
ch were both modern and

lim University Association who

bill. He was full of ideas whi
scientific.
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There was a reaction to these names also, as seen by the
remarks of Viqarul Mulk. He states: ‘It is a wrong
policy ‘which has pained the hearts of 350 million
subjects. As much of the constitution we have presented
to the Honorable Member 